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with Big Box
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Use code SDR50 at checkout to
save $50 on portable storage!
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How Big Box Works People Love Big Box —
-le[g
ol Convenient Access
Get It
We'll bri e Every time | have needed to access my storage boxes, the
. eh t fing y(:jur IgBoxies staff has been beyond accommodating and kind. The best 202123
M IUORRIAIOllE customer service by far. Thank you ;) Best Storage
. Company
- BrianaL.| San Carlos
Load It

Take all the time you need to
put your stuff inside.

Keep It or Store It

Keep your Big Box at your
location or we'll pick it up and
store it at our secure facility.

Excellent Experience

Our containers were delivered and picked up on time, there is
no waiting to get through to customer service on the phone
and the reps are extremely helpful. The pricing is excellent.

- LaniT.|Palm Desert

LOVED My Experience

The day of my delivery, Dan was the driver, and he made the in-person
experience wonderful! He called ahead of time to let me know he was
on his way, and upon arrival, even checked my covered carport to make
sure there was enough room to safely drop off/pickup the unit.

- Marielle H.| San Diego

Storage has never been easier.
Schedule your Big Box delivery now!
Call 619-436-5020 or visit BigBox.com!
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MEAN STREETS

Blade switch

Perpetrators replace their swords
with axes, machetes

Last year, swords seemed to be the big blade
of choice for San Diego’s criminals. In Octo-
ber, news outlets reported a samurai sword-
carrying man in Carlsbad, which brought
out the SWAT team to intervene. A month
prior, in City Heights, another man report-
edly packing a sword stole a child’s scooter.
“My brother chased him down and got our
stuff back,” the scooter rider’s father wrote on
NextDoor. And in July, news outlets covered
the story of a 63-year-old woman who was
“scalped” with a sword at the Officer Jeremy
Henwood Memorial Park in City Heights.

This year, axes and machetes seem to
be gaining in popularity. Last week, Lonnie
T. of Normal Heights posted photos on
NextDoor of “18 cop cars” surround- #
ing a white truck at the Arco gas sta-
tion at 33rd and El Cajon Boulevard, {
and wondered, “What’s
going on?” Linh Mai
posted the answer
online: “He [alleg-
edly] carjacked 7
someone with an
axe in Balboa Z
Park, and they [
tracked the vehi-
cle to the gas sta-
tion. The K9 jumped
through the window
and bit him, and the
cops arrested him” I
direct messaged Mai,
and she said that she
was “watching the whole
time” as the police “shot the pepper
balls” through the truck’s window. The
man was arrested.

On March 20 in La Mesa, a man
holding a machete was captured on a
Ring security video hanging out in front
of homes. A concerned neighbor called
the police.

And on the weekend of March 10, an @ §
axe-carrying man wearing a red face cover
and a hoodie was captured on multiple
Ring and Blink cameras as he prowled
Hillcrest and Mission Hills, checking
doors of homes and peeking through
car windows.

Axe wielder on Ring app.

“I posted Friday night about a man with
an axe,” posted one local online. “He came
to my door at 10:40 pm; he tried to open
someone else’s door at 12:30 am and was seen
at another complex at 6:00 am. I called police,
and the person at 12:30 pm called the police.
The police told the second person no one
had called before, which I did. Last night,
Saturday, he was back and seen three more
times on Ring videos in Mission Hills. Cops
have been notified again Saturday night and
did nothing. They apparently made contact
with this individual and talked to him, [but]
he went back on prowling.”

MIKE MADRIAGA

ENCINITAS
Date disaster
Something weevil this
Z way comes
Flat-top palm trees aren’t
anew species; they’re
the leftovers of an
invasive weevil’s
feeding frenzy.
And they’re all
over Encinitas.
% The scraggly
remnants of
those once-lush
Canary Island
date palms are the
visible signs that the
South American palm
weevil — a non-native “snout
beetle” — has settled in North
County. It has been munching its
way north for some time, prefer-
ring date palms, but happy to settle
for avocado and citrus. “It’s one of the
ugliest bugs I've ever seen in my life,” said
mayor Tony Kranz when the city council
met to discuss their counterattack. “They
walk in a way that really intimidates me a
lot. Their back end is up high. And they
move very slowly. It looks like a little robot.”
Inland, the Coachella Valley is home to a
thriving date palm industry. And fruit growers
throughout southern California are keeping
tabs on the bug’s spread. Since the weevil was
first detected in San Ysidro in 2011, it has built
up a body count of about 20,000 trees. And

SAN DIEGO POLICE

The axe may be enough to get you the truck, but it won’t help too much with the cops.

recent victim Encinitas has been particularly
hard-hit. In January 2023, the city had 280

tree’s crown coats the tissue the pest attacks
and kills the bug. But chemical treatment is
Canary Island date palms in the public right- alast resort for cities like Encinitas that enjoy
of-way. After dozens were removed due to healthy bee populations, as the chemical is
infestation, it's down to 236. (Mission Bay is

|

|

‘ highly toxic to the pollinators. Treatment
another battleground.) ‘

|

|

|

occurs four times per year, and overlaps many
Biological control, a method that uses a plants’ blooming season, city staff said. But
pest’s natural enemies like predators, parasites, the city settled on option three; treating only
and pathogens, is years away in development, palms identified as heritage trees. The city
said arborist Katrina Burritt, who has worked has just one: the postcard-perfect palm that

in the field in San Diego since the infestation casts its tropical sliver of shade over Moon-

light Beach. (For each option, pruning the
trees from November through April — the
overwintering period of the weevil — was
recommended during dry weather, when
tree mortality is highest.)

Council members suggested turning away
from non-native species wherever possible to
encourage more natural pest resistance. The
city’s only native palm, Washingtonia filifera,

is less susceptible to infestation, but most palm
species are considered at risk. So far, the others
haven't been a target. And controlling the wee-

SNYNYSOLNOAOIVHINY /SNOWWODVIAIWINIM :LIdFdD

vil population won't be simple. The city counts
began. For now, palms must be treated with public trees, but has no idea how many are on
private property. “We could guess that there are
alot more privately owned than public,” said

councilmember Bruce Ehlers. “So if we treat

chemicals if the city wants to save them, Bur-
ritt said.

A consultant for Encinitas came up with
three possible treatment options. The first our 1/4 [or however many are in the public
involved no chemicals — an approach favored right-of-way], “there’s still a whole bunch of
by many locals — and removal of infested bugs” munching their way through the trees.
palms. The second — treating every Canary “We're not gonna control this through our
Island date palm — would result in the low- actions — and we don't have the ability to make

est tree mortality. A chemical applied to the

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Palm Weevil ‘
|
|
|
|
|
|
private people do it, either”
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Canary Island Date Palm
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According to Burritt, as the Canary Island
palm population dwindles, the threat will shift
to other trees, from palms to avocados and
citrus. “They [have] hit the Phoenix canar-
iensis first, and as the population declines,
they will start moving on to other species.”

SHEILA PELL

admitted his guilt. On March 7, he was sen-
tenced to 18 years in California State prison.

In June of 2017, Flores drove his car
into Brad Hunter, a motorcycle cop who
had pulled a driver to the side of the road;
Flores abandoned his damaged car, and was
apprehended within minutes. He insisted
on a speedy trial every time he appeared in
court, and a jury convicted him of attempted
murder that same year. After that first trial,
Flores was sentenced to 29 years to life. But

his conviction was overturned in 2019, and

Wilschke and Flores. Just because you have the right to an attorney doesn’t mean you won’t want

OCEANSIDE

Third time for harm

Slow justice for man who attempted
to kill police officer

Last February, Roberto Ignacio Flores,
32 — who was convicted by two differ-
ent juries of the attempted murder of an
Oceanside cop, only to have both convictions
overturned — made a plea deal in which he

to kill him.

a California appellate court gave him a new
trial, finding that his defense attorney should
have presented Flores’ preferred defense: that
he was not even driving the car. Instead, the
defense had argued that Flores mistakenly

struck the officer.
A second jury declared Flores guilty of
the same charges in 2021, and Flores was
continued on page 4

Neal Obermeyer
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UNDER THE RADAR

UCSD’s simultaneous skin
time Are UCSD doctors violating uni-
versity policy by conducting simultaneous
operations in the institution’s array of surgical
suites? “The Policy defines Overlapping Sur-
gery as an ‘operation or procedure in which the
actual operating time overlaps with the actual
operating time of another operation or pro-
cedure performed by the same surgeon,” says
a newly-posted November 6, 2023 report by
the university’s department of Audit & Man-
agement Advisory Services.
“However, the key and critical
components [of the operation]
do not overlap”” If they do, it’s
called concurrent surgery, a
big-no, the document says.
“Overlapping surgeries that
are reasonably expected to be
concurrent (where critical ele-
ments of the two cases will be
occurring simultaneously) are
expressly not allowed except in
[emergency] situations.”

Says the report, “Based on
our review, we noted instances where docu-
mentation of the requirements for transpar-
ency, identification of backup surgeon, or pres-
ence for key and critical portions [of a given
operation] was not always present in the files
reviewed, or did not always conform to the
Policy” A chart included in the audit report
defines “Skin Time” as the period between
the first incision and the complete closure
of the surgical wound. The period of time in
the operating room before Skin Time is called
“Patient Prep Time” and, afterwards, “Clean
Up Time,” per the report. Of 29 surgeries that
were “judgmentally selected” by auditors from
UCSD operating room records over the period
from September 2022 through
February 2023, “21 [or sev-
enty-two percent] of these
cases were actual overlapping
cases based on Skin Time. We
noted gaps in documentation
for the required elements for
overlapping cases.”

The auditors went on to
say, “We evaluated our sam-
ple of 29 cases based on sur-
geon in and out of room times
to verify when the primary
attending surgeon left the OR
to perform another surgery and whether the
surgeon engaged in another billable event.
We noted that, in some cases, the surgeon left
the OR prior to the completion of incision
closure, otherwise known as the procedure
stop time. Perioperative Services explained
that it is not unusual for surgeons to leave the
OR when an incision closure begins as resi-
dents complete the incision closure process;
however, it is expected that the primary sur-
geon remains in the vicinity to be immediately

Christopher Holden: from Sempra score

Pat Bates: learning how Sempra plans to
help fight fires.  the release said. The non-profit

available, or that a backup surgeon has been
designated to oversee the non-critical portion
of the procedure”

The report goes on to say that “periop-
erative Services is still in its early stage of
monitoring compliance and has not included
consideration of billing in their monitoring
process” In addition, “we also noted some
areas where policy interpretation was incon-
sistent, including whether Skin Time is con-
sidered key and critical, which can impact
the determination of whether
a case is concurrent.”

Sempra’s political
charity california Assem-
bly Democrat Christopher
Holden has agreed to pay an
$18,000 penalty to the state’s
Fair Political Practices Com-
mission to settle a case involv-
ing “approximately 94 chari-
table payments (of $5000 or
tosettling. more) — totaling approxi-
mately $1,576,500 — made
to the California Legislative Black Caucus
Policy Institute,” per a stipulation agreement
approved by commissioners on March 21. The
list of big corporate donors to Holden’s cause
included Sempra Energy and its subsidiary
SoCal Gas, which each kicked in $7500 in
November, 2017. Notes the document, “Pay-
ments made at the behest of elected officials —
including charitable donations — are a means
by which donors may seek to gain favor with
elected officials” Sempra is currently battling
a citizens initiative drive to put the proposed
public takeover of its San Diego Gas & Electric
subsidiary on the ballot for voter approval.
In August, 2018, per a company news
release, SDG&E hosted Holden
and California state senator
Pat Bates in its “state-of-the-
art” Weather Center in Kearny
Mesa. “Holden and Bates are
both keen to learn about part-
nerships we've built with aca-
demia, fire agencies and others
to create predictive computer
programs that allow us to fore-
cast the spread of fires and pre-
stage resources accordingly,”

Black Caucus policy institute,
ultimate beneficiary of Sempra’s contribution,
“raises money to provide scholarships for high
school students who need financial assistance
to attend college,” per the document. “At the
time, Holden served as Chair of the Legislative
Black Caucus and as Chair of the Institute,”
says the FPCC document. “The payments
were made in 2017 and 2018 by more than
six dozen donors to the Institute at Holden’s
behest, in his capacity as Chair of the Insti-

continued on page 4
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We welcome letters pertain-
ing to the contents of the
Reader. Submit them at
sdreader.com/letters or
phone them in at 619-235-
3000. Include your name
and neighborhood. Letters
may be edited for length
and clarity.

Comments from
SDReader.com — not
edited for punctuation,
spelling, or grammar.

Oceanside short-term
rental guy David Fischhach
attracts enemies
Neighborhood News,
March 12, 2024
The woman said “the police
don’t show up” so why
did the reporter call “code
enforcement” for comment?
Code enforcement aren’t the
Police Department.
-Code reader
Which walkways at Cassidy
St are closed? We go there
every day and the stairs and
beach access are open.
-Beach access expert
The stairs lead down to
riprap, not the beach.
-Beach bum
Fischback has gotten away
with multiple code violations
in several coastal towns for
years. Seems like the cities

Laila Lee
Charlson

APRILS8, 1931 -
MARCH 29, 2024

The Lord welcomed
Laila, 92, into heaven on
Good Friday. Survived
by 3 kids: Linda, Danny,
and Susie. 5 Grandkids:
Justin, Daniel, Bryan,
Mike, and Randy. 4
Great Grandkids: Luke,
River, James, and
Sawyer. Brother Mel.

4 San Diego Reader April 11, 2024

just look the other way or

he builds up to code and

changes things after the city

is gone. His integrity is ques-

tionable, to say the least.
-Something smells Fischy

Alden sale of Baltimore

Sun stirs up Union-

Tribune flight of fancy

News Under the Radar,

Jan. 24,2024

“Meanwhile, Union-Tribune

acting letters editor Laura

Castarieda, who has been

the paper’s deputy editor of

editorial & opinion since the

Soon-Shiong days, used her

X account on January 15 to

bemoan the kind of reader

feedback the paper has been

getting of late. “Very little

diversity, folks. Scares me.”
Scares her so much the

UT canceled their com-

ments section entirely.

Thus silencing the voices

of community members
while whining about the
non-participatory behaviors
of others. The irony here of
course is a business based
entirely in the First Amend-
ment to the Bill of Rights to
the United States Constitu-
tion censors the free speech
of community members its
franchised to serve.

I find it fascinating the
Left’s response is to the
lack of “diversity” in its
story comments is to kill
it off completely. Are their
biased, opinion-filled, “news
stories” so poorly produced
and edited they cannot take
the criticism of comments
or opposing points of view?
Apparently so.

-Former UT Subscriber

RE: “Atkins switched to the
race for governor, for which
she can use all the campaign
funds collected for her Lt.

Governor bid”

What a sleazy money
hustler Atkins has become. I
applaud her work on behalf
of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, but her acceptance of
contributions appears to

represent her flawed ethics.
-Pro LGBTQ+

Quince Apartments at

Spruce and Maple will

tower ahove Bankers Hill
Neighborhood News, Oct. 17, 2023
I think this is a beautiful
project. Most develop-

ers would have not have
gone to such great lengths
to design such a dynamic
building. They build cheap

and sell.
-YIMBY

Cancellation of East Village
Target is tip of the iceberg
Neighborhood News, Oct. 24, 2023
This is the beginning

of the end for stores.
Everyone will shop on-
line instead. Safer, often
cheaper, and door to

door service.
-Kate Obvious

Rains worsen San Diego’s
most dangerous dam
Neighborhood News, April 4, 2023
About 3 schools in the
washout area. Can’t believe
the city.

-Thinking of the kids

The fight against 56 cell
towers moves to Oceanside
Neighborhood News, March 17,
2020

Amazing, and good work.
Not good though that the
corrupt telcom lobbyist
on the city counsel was

promoted to mayor.
-#not good enough

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

Continued from page 3

sent to prison again. But in
May of 2023, the same three-
judge panel in the Fourth
District Court of Appeals that
overturned his first conviction
granted Flores another trial.
This time, the appellate court
noted that in hearings for his
second trial, Flores objected
to appearing by video moni-
tor. (His pre-trial hearings
had begun in 2020 during the
pandemic.) The appellate court
judges found that the judges
hearing the case should have
appointed a different public
defender for Flores.

In both of his trials, Flores
sometimes demanded to act as
his own attorney, but he proved
so disruptive that each judge
appointed the same public
defender, John Wilschke. In
their written decision, the
appellate court judges noted
that during one closed-court
hearing, Flores allegedly told
the judge that he “would kill”
court-appointed attorney
Wilschke if he did not win the
new trial. The appellate court
declared that re-appointment
of Wilschke as defense attorney
for Flores was “an abuse of dis-
cretion,” because there had been

a breakdown in the attorney-
client relationship. The appel-
late court declared there was
irreconcilable conflict, and
the attorney-client relation-
ship became “non-existent”
because Flores stopped speak-
ing to his own attorney. The
appellate court declared that
Flores had a fundamental mis-
trust of counsel and ordered a
new, third trial, which had been
expected to begin this month.
As part of the plea deal,
Flores admitted purposely
driving his car into Officer
Hunter, and to committing this
crime while out on bail for a
previous felony. Plus, he admit-
ted to being a felon unlawfully
in possession of a firearm. In
the plea, Flores agreed to a
“stipulated” term of 18 years
in state prison. “It just gives
a certain prison term rather
than a life sentence which
subjects him to parole board
hearings,” prosecutor Keith
Watanabe explained. “He will
get out, and there won't be a
parole hearing. Not sure when,
since we can never predict the
credits by the prison anymore”
The California prison web-
site now shows that Roberto
Ignacio Flores is in the Cen-
tinela prison, and that he will
first be eligible for parole in

December of 2031.
EVA KNOTT

Under the
radar

continued from page 3

tute. This case was opened after
Holden filed the late reports on
his own initiative, and after the
late-filed Form 803 behested
payment reports were provided
to the Fair Political Practices
Commission by the Assembly
Rules Committee”

Big money grudge
State Coastal Commissioner
Dayna Bochco of Los Angeles
came up with a $10,000 con-
tribution to the gubernatorial
campaign of state Senator Toni
Atkins on March 29, a freshly
filed disclosure report says. The
wife of wealthy TV producer
Steve Bochco once pulled aside
Los Angeles Times writer Steve
Lopez to lodge a complaint.
“She was irked by a column of
mine, and she told me so,” wrote
Lopez in August 2016. “T'd writ-
ten about a political fundraiser
for the incoming state Assembly
speaker, Anthony Rendon. It
was hosted by, among others,
Bochco and a hired gun who
represents developers seeking
commission approval for their
projects. Other lobbyists/con-
sultants were there, too, as were
reps from companies with proj-
ects in play. Some of them wrote
checks to the incoming speaker,

who would have the authority
to appoint new coastal com-
missioners. It was all way too
cozy and an example of why
we should all fear the clout and
political connections of those
who want to build on what’s
left of the undeveloped coast.”
Not to worry, Bochco told
Lopez, who wrote, “Bochco
often commutes to commission
meetings in her husband’s pri-
vate jet, along with other LA-
based commissioners. Some
commissioners hold or aspire
to public office, and the unpaid
job is a great way to build con-
nections with potential donors,
deal-makers and others. But
Bochco isn’'t running for any-
thing, so far as I know, and I
wondered why she took on a
job that eats up a lot of time
and brings no shortage of sec-
ond-guessing” Lopez reported
that Bochco told him, “’T can’t
defend any given behavior that
may have crossed a line’ But she
stuck up for her colleagues. She
conceded that some are more
political than others, but added:
‘Tdon’t think any of us is in the
sway of anybody””
— Matt Potter
(@sdmattpotter)
The Reader offers $25 for news
tips published in this column.
Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or sandiegoreader.
com/staff/matt-potter/contact/.
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GOLDEN DREAMS
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Close to midnight,
some cute DJ was play-
ing house music at La
Camorra as we settled
in with a bucket of
beers and a pepperoni
pizza. Forty minutes
later, the beer was gone
but the pizza remained
untouched. We took
it to go. A few steps
after leaving the bar,
Pablo had a slice and
said, “Estd culerisima.”
Declaring it garbage
for the camera, he
tossed it on the ground.
Bryan picked it up, ate
a slice, and gave it to a
homeless guy nearby.
We walked through
the crowded and noisy
nightlife of downtown
Ensenada toward Hus-
song’s Bar, the oldest
cantina in Baja. It was
too crowded to go in.

Portrait of the influencer as a young man: Pablo Gastelum brings his acumen (and his audience) to Ensenada.

Beer man and food guy
explore Ensenada

Ten years ago, someone snagged me a ticket
to the Ensenada Beer Fest, and I attended,
boldly resolving to sample every brew being
poured. It didn’t take long for me to real-
ize the quixotic nature of my quest, yet I
pressed on, eventually managing around 30
samples — roughly a quarter of my goal. But
even a losing effort has its consolations, so
when the Fest offered me couple of press
passes for this year’s event, I contacted my
friend Pablo Gastelum, who is making a name
for himself as a brutally honest food critic on
TikTok (pablo_rgg, 139K followers). “If you
got tickets, I rented a house for 8 people, and
I'm driving down,” he replied.

Pablo showed up at my place in Tijuana
on Friday morning in his red Mustang.
We picked up his childhood friend Bryan
and made Ensenada in under an hour. The
Airbnb was 10 minutes south of the city: a
rickety, three-story, three-bedroom house
with plenty of space for a party. After drink-
ing a caguamén each (40 oz beer) in a nearby
bar, we took an Uber to the Fest.

We got to the parking lot of the Riviera
Cultural Center close to 4 pm. They were
still announcing the winners of Copa Cer-
vecera del Pacifico — over 260 breweries and
over 1000 samples of beer had been judged
before the festival, which boasted more than
120 breweries as well as over 30 food estab-
lishments, plus a plethora of bands and DJs

MATTHEW SUAREZ

on 5 different stages. Our first food stop was
at Exxe, an Argentinean choripanes (hot dogs)
joint. “It’s dry and shitty,” said Pablo as he
threw it in the trash after one bite. Brutally
honest! The first beer was better: Straight
to Haze from Cardera Brewery — one of
my favorites and winner of five medals this
year alone. The beer server recognized Pablo
from his TikTok and murmured, “A ti te
conozco.” Pablo chugged his beer as Bryan
recorded, as young influencers are wont to

jokingly asked if he had some. He took out
a gigantic Ziploc bag and gave me a handful.
“Be careful, they are powerful,” his girl-
friend warned me. In my drunken stupor,
I thought WWHSTD? (What would Hunter
S. Thompson Do?) I dropped a couple of
mushrooms in an unknown hazy IPA and
drank it in one gulp. The night turned as
hazy as the beers.

We were back at the Airbnb by 9 pm after
a stop at Oxxo for energy and sports drinks

In my drunken stupor, | thought WWHSTD? (What
Would Hunter S. Thompson Do?)

do. The head brewer at 93’ Beer, Abraham
“el Ham” Rodriguez, was spray painting
a black canvas, and when he recognized
Pablo, he handed over the can like a proper
fanboy. He then gave us two full pours of
beer: their gold-awarded Cream Ale, and
their Hazy IPA.

We kept jumping from stand to stand, try-
ing tasters and getting full free pours thanks
to Pablo’s minor celebrity status. Colmena
(one of the favorites), Laguna Mental, Santa
Clara, Pocima, Teorema, Averno, Cuatro
Palos, Edens Sins, Fauna, Cardera, and
more. Before it was dark, I was already a
dozen beers in and was ready to pass out,
ala ten years ago. But once night fell, I saw
a friend who grows magic mushrooms. I

and two twelve-packs of Tecates. Then we
Ubered to La Béte Noire, a pretentious
bar in Bodegas de Santo Témas. The night
started to play like a Terry Gilliam movie
in my mind. They handed me a beer that I
recognized as Astillero IPA by Agua Mala,
but it could have been another Tecate. We
jumped barricades to walk through the
destroyed streets of Ensenada and headed to
La Camorra, a bar known for its alternative
after-parties. On our way there, I noticed
that the smoked fish shop Ahumadera del
Pacifico had been demolished. I had always
made a point of swinging by to get some
smoked tuna snacks, and now it was gone.
Ensenada is changing as rapidly as Tijuana.
I almost cried. Pablo didn’t give a fuck.

The nearby alternative
was “Bar Mutualista,” a
bar from 1919 that I had
never been to. It too was too crowded to
get a table, but a mustachioed gentleman
let us join him near the entrance. The bar
was lively and colorful, with people playing
pool and others singing karaoke. Every table
had a bucket of beers. Pablo texted his fans
while Bryan danced with a chubby local.

We went back to La Camorra for more
Tecates at 1:30. I sat and slowly nursed a
beer, feeling exhausted. The Uber that took
us back got lost several times, but we finally
made it back to the Airbnb at 3:11 am. I
woke up the following morning at 11:00
am feeling like shit. We went to Casa Mar-
celo for breakfast. Pablo ordered a couple
of Victoria beers, Bryan had a tall glass of
orange juice, and I went for coffee and water.
For the three to share, we got lengua en salsa
verde. Pablo thought it was trash, calling it
too acidic. I thought the plate needed more
lengua and fewer nopales. They also served us
complimentary bread and Ramonetti cheese
from a ranch in Ojos Negros. Again, Pablo
disliked it. I thought it was bliss.

Back on the road, we stopped for more
beer in Wendlandt at El Sauzal, winner of
four medals at the festival. Pablo kept on
drinking, so I ordered their gold-medal IPA,
Flying Jerry. When in Baja... But Bryan got
the catch-of-the-day tostada and water. As
the rain started to head our way, at around
4 pm, Bryan got fed up, asked for the keys
to the Mustang, and said he was driving
us back. B
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Behind-the-scenes interviews now on YouTube
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in San Diego County
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cheap, migrants from everywhere
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figure in San Diego histor
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our history'_) A builds out San Diego, buys Padres, starts

Nassco, Yellow Cab, sent to prison,

biggest bank failure in U.S. history

Part 1 of 9
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COMING SOON:

Bruce Henderson, most hated man in San Diego, is proven right by Chargers and Padres scandals
Judith Moore, NEA and Guggenheim fellow, spends 10 years on San Diego’s Frank Bompensiero, the most
feared mafia hit man in Southern California.

Don’t miss future YouTube interviews, subscribe at youtube.com/@sandiegoreader
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All Together at the
Beautful View Apartments

live at the Bella Vista Apartments
with my mother and my daugh-
ter and my mother’s white cat. It
is a small one-bedroom apartment
with all the things necessary for a
dignified life. But the thing is, I am not
supposed to live here. It’s supposed to be
just my daughter and my mother and her
cat. Those are the only names that the of-
fice knows about. But my daughter is here,
and my mother needs help, so here I am.
Actually, it’s not only the three of us liv-
ing in this very small apartment. There
is also my brother and his girlfriend. Too
many people for such a small place. But
that is what happens when rent goes so
high: adult siblings, living together with
their mom, like it is not supposed to be.
At least now I know that you can learn to
live all jammed in a small place, with your
things always packed or loaded into your
car, and no privacy.

My brother and his girlfriend sleep on
the living room sofa bed. He came one day
and said, “T'll stay for a while,” and now
his girlfriend is also here. Places to rent
are too expensive. Not the best of lives. My
daughter has a twin bed in my mother’s
bedroom, and some space for her things in
the closet. The good part is that she has to
keep it tidy and learn to be organized. My
mother has a king-size bed. I'm so glad,
for that is where I sleep too. I have only a
tiny place to put my things, so I keep only
my work clothes. I work in San Diego, and
I am always working.

How did we get here? When she was
14, my daughter decided to live with my
mother, who was at the time living alone
after her divorce. Covid was not much of
a threat anymore, and schools had just
reopened. Both of us used to live in Mexi-
cali, in Baja California, just on the border
with Calexico. But when the pandemic hit,

schools everywhere closed, and she had to
attend school online like everybody else in
the world. She didn’t like it. So as soon as
schools opened in San Diego, she wanted
to come live with her grandmother, as she
was born here but had never lived in the
United States. I stayed alone in Mexicali
for a whole year before I decided to come
after her.

Bella Vista Apartments are located at
South 47th Street between the 805 and
Logan Ave. The apartment complex is
in the city of San Diego, but it is very
close to National City.
A lot of people live
here. There are
one-bedroom
and two-
bedroom
apartments,
and it is
mostly for




seniors. I see hardly any
children. There is a play-
ground next to the office,
but I have never seen any-
body playing there. The
girls at the office are nice
people. They know ev-
erybody and I absolutely
believe they have noticed
all the people living here
that are not supposed to.
But they don’t say any-
thing. I really like it here,
because you don’t hear
loud music, or loud chil-
dren, or loud mothers for
that matter, and it is clean.
Maintenance here is quite
something. The gardeners
are always Mexican, and
sometimes they wake you
up with the noise of grass
being cut and the smell of
it. I really like it.
Actually, now that I
think about it, there is
some noise. Our next
door neighbors are quite
noisy. They like rap mu-
sic and smoking weed and
having friends and fam-
ily over. But I don’t mind
them, and neither does
my mom. When I first
got here, I wondered if
she knew what so many of
her neighbors were smok-
ing. She doesn’t seem to
care; she really believes in
being respectful to neigh-
bors. “Smells and music
don’t bother me,” she says.
So I guess they are okay.

Author Irish Bojorquez

* % ot

So my mother lives in
this one-bedroom apart-
ment. “Why is it that you
don’t live in a two bed-
room place?” I once asked
her. She replied, “I once
wrote my name on a list
to get a bigger apartment,
only it was not my name
on the list, but that of my
ex-husband. It happened
that once, when we were
at the office, I asked for
a bigger place, and the
lady there asked me to
write my name on the
list. But at that moment,
I was busy writing down
a check, and it was easi-
er to ask him to sign us
up, so he wrote down his
name. Eight years later,
we are divorced, and he
lives in a two-bedroom
apartment and I am still
in the same one.”

The place in which we
live is located on the east
side of the complex. The
parking lot is almost al-

Z34YNS MIHLLVIN A9 HAYYDO0LOHd

ways empty, because only
residents are allowed to
park there. Outside on
the street, a lot of cars
park — a sign that a lot
of people live here. And
some people even live
in their cars. I've seen
some of them just go
into some relative’s apart-
ment, I guess to use the
bathroom. Life is hard
for those who don't have
enough money for a place
of their own.

Luna is my mom’s
white cat. This place has
become Luna’s kingdom.
There are several cats
living at Bella Vista, but
their owners don’t allow
them to go out. Luna does
go out, and she strolls all
over the place with an
air of certainty that she
is beautiful and unique.
Everybody knows her.
And she really nails the
cat walk. But once in a
while, she runs for her
life. Sometimes, there
are stray cats that chase
her, and even go into the
apartment to steal her
food and beat her up.

One day, I was coming
from work, and my moth-
er was upset because she
said that an orange male
cat, huge and frightening,
came in, bothering Luna
and going after her food
and pissing all around,
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marking territory. When
I first saw him, I was
amazed at how huge and
beautiful he was. I was
wondering who he be-
longed to, or how he had
survived. But still, I had
to make him go away, so
I put some water with a
little vinegar in a spray
bottle and whenever we
saw him, we sprayed him
all over. That made him
stop going after Luna and
into our house. I never
saw him again.

There are coyotes in the
area. Once, I was talking
to a friend who was drop-
ping me off after work in
the parking area, and we
saw a huge coyote walking
around. That was when it
hit me: we have coyotes
living all around, and
obviously, they eat cats
and dogs and anything
they can find. I told my
mom, but she refuses to
lock Luna up. “She must
smart up’, she says. And
she does. The other day,
she was chased by not one
but two young coyotes,
and she ran like hell.

Now, I should explain
that every first floor
apartment has this little
patio surrounded by a
green fence where people
can keep their things, or
plants, or whatever. My
mother likes to have

47th street runs from the 805 freeway to the 94. Bella Vista is next to 805, and it is a wide street

g

that allows for cars to run fast from the light at the 805 to the light on Logan Ave. And when you
want to walk across the street or exit the parking lot in your car, you must be very careful.

plants and a round table
with a shade and some
chairs. That’s where she
drinks her coffee in the
mornings. She is alone
and listens to her favorite
music: “Alexa..” We are
all out to work or school.
Her best of times, she
says. Well, one day, Luna
came running through
the patio all scared, her

white, beautiful, long hair
all bristled up. She was
being followed by these
two handsome young
coyotes. They were too
small to jump the fence,
so they went away. I went
out to look at them. I like
coyotes: they are beauti-
ful and smart. But I nev-
er want them to eat our
Luna, of course. Perhaps

Vaccine Trials for All Ages

We have vaccine research studies for volunteers of
all ages, including Flu, RSV, Pneumonia, Covid-19,
Monkey Pox & more. Call for information & priority status.
Participants can receive up to $2,800 in compensation.

can (619) 658-5418

California Research Foundation
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they already ate that huge,
orange cat. I definitely
hope not.

* %

I mentioned that our next
door neighbors smoke
pot. A lot of people here
do. They are a couple;
she works all day, so she
is never home, and when
she is, she talks on the
phone so loudly and turns
the TV on so loudly and
cooks and laughs. She is
avery noisy lady. He is in
a wheelchair and is much
older than she is. He is al-
ways here, and he smokes
a lot. “Let the man have
his marijuana in peace”
is all my mom says. They
are nice people with a lot
of family too. He is hardly
alone. A lot of times, they
have family over — “just
like us” mother says. Ev-
erybody has the right to
look for a space to stay
during the night. They
also have a white cat like
we do, but theirs is male
and with short hair. He
is huge and beautiful, but

they never let him out. It
is a shame. I would real-
ly like to pet him.

There was another
couple that lived across
the walkway. But they
split up. “She went with
another man and left me,”
the man explained while
he was giving away his
beloved plants. “Now I
can’t live here no more.”
But he took his cat. An-
other white cat. So there
was a time when there
were three white cats in
three apartments togeth-
er. So unusual. I wouldn’t
know who’s got a cat if it
weren't for the nice people
from an organization that
gives food to house cats.
Every three weeks, there’s
a knock on the door, and
when you open it, there is
a bag of cat food — and
some cans, too. Some-
times, you even get a toy.
They are definitely going
to heaven. Cat heaven,
at least.

Sometimes, I have to
take the trolley to go to
work, so I walk up 47th

Street towards Logan
Avenue and wait at the
corner for the 3 or 955
buses that take me to Eu-
clid trolley station — one
corner for the 3 bus, an-
other corner for the 955,
and sometimes another
corner for the 955 but
towards the 8th Street
trolley station. That
usually happens when I
am headed towards San
Ysidro and Tijuana.
Once, I was waiting
there when this man came
along and stood right next
to me and started saying a
lot of things that, honest-
ly, I couldn’t understand. I
tried not to appear fright-
ened, so I stayed casual.
He got mad and started
saying all sorts of bad
words. I said something
in Spanish so he would
believe I didn't speak Eng-
lish and leave me alone.
When the bus came,
I got in and sat down.
As he appeared to be a
street person, I thought
he would not get on the
bus, but he did, and stood
next to me. The only
thing I understood was
“Bitch this” and “Bitch
that” It didn’t matter. It
must have been a mental
health case — one of so
many here in San Diego. I
guess he got tired, because
he got off the bus. I've
seen him again a couple
of times, and he seems
to recognize me, but he
hasn’t bothered me again.
Homeless people are
everywhere. I mean, I
would be homeless if it
weren’t for my mom and
her Section 8 government
help. I would have to go
back to where I am from.
But in San Diego — and
I guess in a lot of plac-
es — it is almost impos-
sible to pay rent. There is
this guy who lives in this
old truck outside Bella
Vista; he parks it on 47th
street. He is polite and
clean. He’s got lots of
things on his truck that he
collects from everywhere,
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As | was coming from work, tired and
hungry, | saw this beautiful, tiny old lady,
with the widest of smiles and brightest of

eyes, looking out of her window right at me.
“How are you sweetie?” she called to me.

but he is always cleaning
and making everything
look, I suppose in its own
way, nice. At least he tries.

Once, I was throwing
away some trash, and
I also had a bag with
things that someone at
work gave me. I left it
next to the recycling bin
for someone to take. As
I walked toward my car,
I heard