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The new mouth of Smash Mouth

The language of lyrics, considered ■ Reader writers highlight local artists and venues



TheConrad.org

Home of La Jolla Music Society
THE CONRAD

Alvin Ailey® American Dance Theater
Tuesday, April 4 — Wednesday, April 5, 2023 · 7:30 PM
San Diego Civic Theatre

Complexions Contemporary Ballet
Star Dust: From Bach to Bowie

Saturday, May 20, 2023 · 7:30 PM
San Diego Civic Theatre

BODYTRAFFIC 
Thursday, June 1 — Friday, June 2, 2023 · 7:30 PM   
The Baker-Baum Concert Hall

You don’t just see an Alvin Ailey performance, you feel it. This revolutionary 
company transcends barriers and celebrates the African American cultural 
experience. The program will explore themes of love and joy and includes 
a performance of Ailey’s masterpiece Revelations.
Tickets start at $25.

Complexions has received numerous awards 
including The New York Times Critics’ Choice 

Award. Their blockbuster hit, STAR DUST: 
From Bach to Bowie, honoring two musical 
icons, has rocked the dance world and will 

make your spirits soar!
Tickets start at $22

Widely acclaimed for its “peerless dancers” who “can do it all 
from hip-hop to ballet” (LA Dance Chronicle), the company’s 
repertoire includes the works of renowned contemporary 
choreographers like Kyle Abraham, Ohad Naharin, and 
Micaela Taylor. This combination of superb dancers and 
accomplished choreographers led the Los Angeles Times 
to describe BODYTRAFFIC as “one of the most talked about 
companies—not just in LA, but nationwide.”
Tickets start at $25

One Incredible Art Form withThree Memorable Performances

HEALTHY TEETH
& GUMS FOR LIFE!
We will make you Proud of your Smile!

Caring & Gentle
Dentist Who Listens!

• Same-day
• All natural crowns
• Organic materials
• Digital office
• Implants
• Laser gum therapy
• Sedation dentistry
• Mercury free office
• All major insurances

A new way to finance 
your dental treatment.

The care you need, 
when you need it.

12396 World Trade  Dr. #208,  
San Diego, CA 92128
salamidds.com

858-358-4853

Includes teeth cleaning, exam 
& x-rays in the absence of 

periodontal disease
With this coupon. Not valid with any other 
offer or insurance. Expires April 28, 2023

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

REG. $375
ONLY$99

DENTAL 
IMPLANT 
PACKAGE
$2499
With this coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer or insurance. 
Expires April 28, 2023

With this coupon.  
Not valid with any other offer or 

insurance.  
Expires April 28, 2023

COMPLIMENTARY
SECOND  
OPINION

INVISALIGN SPECIAL
AS  

LOW AS$1200
With this coupon. Not valid with any 

other offer or insurance. 
Expires April 28, 2023

Invisalign Express 6 month 
treatment, excludes retainers
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Kids 17 & Under Admitted Free. 
Single Day Tickets & Multiday Packages Available

San Diego Bay

Shaded Stages & Expansive Dance Floors
Large Comfortable Bayside Park 

All Ages \ Family Friendly
Free Dance Lessons \ Cooking Demos

Daily Costumed Parades

100+ Performances on 7 Stages

Headliners include: Terrance Simien, 
Rusty Metoyer & Zydeco Krush, The Revelers, 

Cedric Watson et Bijou Creole,  The Blood Brothers, 
Michael Doucet, Tom Rigney & Flambeau, 

Rick Estrin & The Nightcats, Alabama Mike,   
Johnny Sansone, Mitch Polzak & The Royal Deuces,

Joanna Conner,  Sara Petite, Whitney Shay, 
Manny Cepeda, Sue Palmer, and many more!

Delicious Louisiana Food
10,000 Lbs of Fresh Crawfish \ BBQ \ Jambalaya
Gumbo \ Beignets \ Étouffée \ Pralines

Zydeco, Cajun, Blues, Rockabilly,
Swing, Salsa, New Orleans Jazz
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C O R O N A D O
Stalled by stick
Would-be car thief can’t 
handle manual
A lawbreaker was caught near the Hotel Del 
Coronado earlier in the month because the 
would-be thief couldn’t drive a stick shift, 
according to an online police report. The 
pursuit began when Officer Chan of the 
Coronado Police Department noticed a 
Jeep stalling and the driver failing to stop 
completely at a stop sign. “The Jeep was just 
stolen from 10th Street and A Avenue, and 
the officer found burglary tools inside the 
stolen vehicle,” continued the report. (The 
police officers also found a parking receipt 
for another stolen Jeep parked in a parking 
garage by the Otay Mesa Port of Entry.) 
“The driver was arrested and booked into 
San Diego County Jail for vehicle theft and 
possession of burglary tools.” The police 

returned the two vehicles to the owners.
Car thieves nowadays are not up to 

speed when it comes to driving vehicles 
with a manual transmission, which requires 

the manipulation of a stick shift and extra 
foot pedal while driving. This is reflective 
of a change in driving trends in the U.S.: 
in 2020, the car dealer Carmax reported 
that only 2.4 percent of the used vehicles 

they sold had manual transmissions. In 
2018, manual transmission cars made up 
3.7 percent of their sales.

Also in 2018: a man walked up to a vehi-

cle occupied by two teens at Fox Canyon in 
City Heights, reported NBC 7 news, and 
demanded that the teens inside disembark. 
“Police said the suspect revved the engine 
several times and tried to drive away, but 
found the car wouldn’t move. Investigators 
believe the man was stumped because he 
didn’t know how to drive the manual trans-
mission vehicle. He got 
out and ran away.”

Car bui lders and 
racers know these signs 
of the times, and they 
are rushing to scoop 
up vehicles equipped 
with manual transmis-
sions. Because while 
a gear shifter and the 
clutch pedal may deter 
car thieves, they alleg-
edly help drivers pull 
a faster quarter mile 
than they could with 
the same make/model 
car equipped with an 
automatic transmission. 
Plus, they provide a cool aesthetic and out-
of-the-box feel when driving.

“I am looking for a vehicle equipped 
with a manual transmission for our teen-
age daughter,” said Steve Johnson in a 
recent interview with me. “I’m looking at 
the Honda S2000s, VW GTIs, and Porsche 
Boxsters.” (As this article goes to print, 
Carmax in San Diego has a 2015 Porsche 
Boxster with a six-speed manual trans-
mission for $45,000.) “When I borrow our 
teen’s car, I can shift the gears and take it to 
the redline limits. With an automatic, you 

can’t redline the vehicle. Plus, I will not 
intentionally tint the front windows, so if 
anybody considers jacking the car, I hope 
the thief realizes it’s a stick shift so they 
can move onto another car to steal. Manual 
transmissions are the best theft deterrent 
in 2023,” Johnson concluded. “And some 
cars with manual transmissions sell for 
more than normal.”

Johnson was referring to Ferrari 430s, 
particularly the ones equipped with a six-
speed gear shifter, which sell for almost 
double what their paddle shift counterparts 
sell for, according to Carscoops.com.

MIKE MADRIAGA

AT  T H E  W E E N I E  R O A S T
Arson at the A-frame?
Why do Wienerschnitzels keep 
catching on fire?
A former Wienerschnitzel A-frame building 
in Chula Vista caught on fire three weeks 
ago, marking the tenth reported blaze at a 
California-based Wienerschnitzel build-
ing in the last couple of years. Right before 
11:30 am on March 9, the closed-down hot 
dog restaurant on 493 Broadway in Chula 
Vista ignited. The mid-century style A-frame 
building was engulfed in flames when the 
Chula Vista Fire Department arrived, as 
depicted on a video posted by 619 News 
Media. “The cause is under investigation, but 
according to CVFD, there have been issues 
with transients occupying the structure in 
the past,” reads the news outlet’s caption. 
“There were no reports of any injuries.”

This is the second fire at this shuttered 
hot dog shop, part of a chain originally 
known as Der Wienerschnitzel when it 
was founded in 1961. The first blaze came 
December 2021. “A small fire created by 
three transient men Sunday morning to keep 
warm broke out of control,” reads the Chula 
Vista Today report on the 2021 incident. 
About a year earlier, and up the 805 north 
in Kearny Mesa, another Wienerschnitzel on 
Convoy Road caught fire. Janet Telumbre, 
a Wienerschnitzel employee at the time, 

continued on page 3

By Reader stringers

“I can shift the gears and take it to the redline limits. 

With an automatic, you can’t redline the vehicle.”

Earn up to $125 for your story and 
photos. Go to sdreader.com/write
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For that real smokehouse flavor…maybe go somewhere else.
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Put Your 
Palate in Print!
Are you a food writer-in-waiting? Do you savor words 

the way some people savor dessert? Do you parse your 
entrees the way some people parse Proust? Most impor-

tantly, do you explore the San Diego restaurant scene 
the way some people explore the wilds of Instagram?

Now’s your chance to test your taster and make your 
mark: our restaurant critic Ian Anderson is taking a brief 

break, and we’re looking for Reader readers who can 
take his place at table and in our pages while he’s away.  

You give us 500 words and a couple of good photos,  
we give you $125 and a byline. Interested? 

Email us your best stuff at:
webmaster@sdreader.com



Saving Sara House Democrat Sara 
Jacobs, facing a possibly tough reelection chal-
lenge from conservative Republican Mayor 
Bill Wells of El Cajon, has dispatched one of 
her assistants to a conference at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York City, courtesy of 
World Vision, Inc., according to a March 6 
disclosure filing with the Clerk 
of the House. “World Vision 
is an international partnership 
of Christians whose mission is 
to follow our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ in working with 
the poor and oppressed to pro-
mote human transformation, 
seek justice, and bear witness 
to the good news of the King-
dom of God,” says the group’s 
mission statement.

Arion Laws, a domestic pol-
icy advisor to Jacobs, took the 
free, $947 two-day junket starting February 23. “As 
the legislative assistant for Representative Jacobs, 
I am responsible for advising the Representative 
on the foreign policy issues that will be discussed 
on the trip,” wrote Laws on the disclosure. 

Ent it led  the  “World Vis ion NYC 
Congressional Staff Learning Trip,” the getaway 
to Manhattan included a “working dinner” with 
World Vision Senior Director of Government 
Relations Lisa Bos. Per World Vision’s website, 
“Bos serves as the point person for World 
Vision’s advocacy and education efforts with 
Congress.” The group is seeking to overhaul the 
U.N.’s famine task force to include more private 
big money givers such as itself in its ranks.

“The International Rescue Committee, 
Action Against Hunger, and World Vision 
want the task force, established by the 
secretary-general in 2021, to 
expand its membership and 
include [non-governmental 
organizat ions] ,  donors , 
and international financial 
institutions, so they have a 
voice in drawing up famine 
response plans to ensure they 
are more preventative,” says 
the website devex.com in a 
March 6 dispatch.

In 2014, World Vision 
announced it was open to 
hiring gay and lesbian workers 
who were in same-sex marriages but soon flip-
flopped, as reported by the New York Times on 
March 27 of that year. “World Vision’s move 
was swiftly denounced by some prominent 
evangelical leaders as a ‘disaster’ and a 
devil-inspired betrayal of biblical morality. 
Christians proclaimed online that they had 
canceled their child sponsorships. Less than 
48 hours later, World Vision reversed course, 
calling the decision a ‘mistake,’ and pleading 
for forgiveness.” Said an official World Vision 
statement: “We are brokenhearted over the 

pain and confusion we have caused many 
of our friends, who saw this decision as a 
reversal of our strong commitment to Biblical 
authority. We ask that you understand that 
this was never the board’s intent.”

On the topic of legal abortions, favored 
by Democrat Jacobs, World Vision says on its 

website: “World Vision is pro-
life. We believe that life begins 
at conception, and World 
Vision does not provide, 
recommend or refer women 
for abortions or methods of 
birth control that are proven to 
be abortifacient.” In February 
2018, running against then-
inc umb ent  GOP Hous e 
member Duncan Hunter, El 
Cajon’s Wells told KFMB-TV 
that he opposed abortion.

Maienschein money talk Talk 
about planning ahead: ex-San Diego city 
councilman Brian Maienschein wants to get 
elected as San Diego City Attorney next year. 
He also wants to run for California Attorney 
General in 2030. So shows a February 28 
campaign filing for a political committee 
calling itself Maienschein for Attorney General 
2030, which lists $5500 received February 23 
from Californians for Fair Housing. Donors 
to that group include H.G. Fenton Company, 
a San Diego developer and upscale residential 
landlord giving $10,000 on December 5, 2022, 
along with a host of other apartment owners 
around the state.

Maienschein is termed out of his current 
gig as a Democratic member of the Assembly, 
thus explaining his need to hustle up a new 

job back in his hometown. 
If elected city attorney next 
year and reelected in 2028, he 
could run for attorney general 
in the middle of his final term 
in San Diego. Maienschein was 
a Republican before flipping 
parties on January 24, 2019...
Ex-San Diego mayor Kevin 
Faulconer,  who came in 
a dismal third in his 2022 
recal l  gubernatorial  bid 
against Gavin Newsom, has 
finally shuttered a statewide 

political fund that called itself Rebuilding the 
California Dream, San Diego Mayor Kevin 
L. Faulconer’s Ballot Measure Committee. 
On March 9, the fund’s remaining $3851.09 
was given to Faulconer’s political effort, the 
San Diego Safe Shelters and Clean Streets Act 
committee, which registered with the San 
Diego city clerk’s office the next day. Meantime, 
the committee backing Toni Atkins’s bid for 
Lieutenant Governor in 2026 picked up $9100 
from Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria 

Brian Maienschein, a former Republican 
now eyeing state office. 

UNDER THE RADAR

continued on page 4

Bill Wells opposes abortion, just like 
Jacobs’ aide’s hosts World Vision.

said she first heard a “small explosion” in 
a Fox 5 San Diego interview. “And I saw 
the smoke coming out of the top... I saw 
[it] in the camera, like smoking.”

Another abandoned Wienerschnitzel 
A-frame building at West Washington 
Street in Hillcrest was occupied by “house-
less folks” in 2016, according to Steve J., 

who used to purchase chili dogs there. 
“It was tagged, and we worried this place 
might catch on fire,” he said, “but luckily, 
it didn’t. Instead, it became a cute purple 
coffee-and soda-place.”

Robert Neal frequents the El Compa-
dre Taco Shop on North 2nd Street in El 
Cajon. “The building was the old Wie-
nerschnitzel,” he recalls. “Always brings 
back memories going to this place.” But 
of course, Neal can always go to the Wie-
nerschnitzel on Mission Gorge Road in 

Santee. And there are other thriving San 
Diego Wienerschnitzels in Pacific Beach, 
City Heights, La Mesa, Imperial Beach, 
Chula Vista, Spring Valley, Escondido, 
and Oceanside. The restaurants are best 
known for their hot dogs, burgers, and 
chili fries, and while they don’t make their 
namesake breaded cutlets anymore, they 
do offer breakfast, sandwiches, and Tastee 
Freeze desserts.

And remember the Kearny Mesa 
Wienerschnitzel that caught on fire in 
2020? “It’s nice to see they are up and 

running again after the fire they had,” 
commented Natasha Y., an Elite 2023 Yelp 
reviewer. “[The] food is like every other 
Wienerschnitzel — so not bad, not great. 
Chili dog and chili cheese fries were hot 
and good and still came out fast.”

Elsewhere in California, a Sacramento 
locale burned twice; in 2021, a San Jose 
Wienerschnitzel burned for a fourth time; 
and that same year, a Bakersfield location 
caught on fire.

MIKE MADRIAGA

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS
Continued from page 2
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Spy slip spied
In this week’s San Diego 
In Books section, “Spying 
on America” (“Spying On 
America”, San Diego In 
Books, March 23) is not 
continued on page 11 or on 
any other page of this week’s 
Reader. I guess there was a 
mistake there, just pointing 
it out so that the next time 
you can make sure that it 
is completely in the paper. 
Thank you.

Patrick Macintosh
San Diego

Spy slip spied, redux
In the 23 March edition, the 
San Diego in Books article 
was incomplete (“Spying 
On America”, San Diego In 
Books, March 23). It was a 
very interesting article called 
“Spying in America”.  It said 
it continued on page 11, but 
it did not.  I’d like to read the 
rest of the article some time 
in the future.

Kelly Gunning
Fallbrook

We regret the error. Here 
is the conclusion to the 
March 23 San Diego in 
Books excerpt on Spying on 
America. Thanks for the 
heads up!

Tim’s Trump tirade 
trashed
Angr y Tim Taylor has 
his vindication, thanks to 
Victoria Phillips (“Stumping 
for Trump thumper”, Letters, 
March 23), who “[wants] to 
praise” his pathetic piece of 
“prose.” It was nothing more 
than a spiel of self-righteous 
n ons e ns e  at t a c k i ng  a 
great president who did 
a  lot  for  our  countr y.  
Nevertheless, Tim’s letter 
“expertly codified [her] 
feelings about Trump.” 
Now I know what qualifies 
as an “expert” in voicing 
regurgitated anti-Trump 
character assassinations. 
(As for “codified,” sounds 
like another leftist talking 
about Roe v. Wade...) It’s old, 
it’s stale, but, hey, according 

to Victoria, it’s “honest.” To 
be clear, it never crossed 
my mind that Timmy was 
holding back on how he 
“really felt” Honest, to a 
fault, as the saying goes.

She “sent copies to several 
friends and relatives.” What 
a way to lose friends, and 
alienate family members! 
Send them copies of Tim 
from North Park’s verbose, 
acrimonious critique of 
President Trump. Personally, 
I’d rather spend my evening 
reading, and re-reading, the 
DIY directions on how to 
assemble a 50-piece pressed 
wood desk. Much more 
interesting.

Annie C
Chula Vista

C o m m e n t s  f r o m 
SDReader.com — not 
edited for punctuation, 
spelling, or grammar.

Gonzo Report: Dodging 
the storms at La Jolla 
Community Center
Gonzo Report, Mar. 16, 2023

The story was well written 
and informative, with 
the usual Robert Bush 
quality and detail that 
we expect. However, 
blaringly and glaringly 
aren’t interchangeable or 
clever as presented here. 
Surely Mr. Bush deserves 
better subtitling.

-Miff Mole 
March 20, 2023

Jacumba – the next 
Palm Springs?
Cover Story, Jan. 11, 2023

The resort was decent 
before it closed last time. 
2 pools, hot tub, nice bar 
and restaurant. The rooms 
were nice also. I don’t get 
the complete renovation. 
I wish the new owners all 
the luck but like the article 
says, it’s a dream.

-Wishfully Hoping 
March 21, 2023

Cholos broke out in attack at 
San Dieguito High, but why?
June 14, 1979

Anglos.... and that word isn’t 
racist, particularly when 
used repeatedly?

-Everything Is Racist
December 20, 2022

continued on page 41

Around the same time as 
the cartoon mailing, the San 
Diego f ield of f ice placed 
anonymous calls to Panther 
members, falsely advising that 
others in their group were 
police informants.

The violence continued. On 
March 17 a Panther member 
was hit by US gunfire and 
critically wounded at a rally 
near Carver High School in 
Los Angeles. A counterattack 
followed: Panthers fired sev-
eral rounds into the home of 
a US member.

The San Diego FBI office 
followed up with another 
mai l ing of  inf lammator y 
materials to Panthers in Sac-
ramento, Los Angeles, and 
New York.

Spying
continued from March 23 issue

on March 20. Last year, Graton 
announced it wanted to expand 
its Rohnert Park gambling 
emporium, already the biggest 
in the Bay Area, and add 
another tower to its hotel. The 
group also raised objections to 
the proposed entry of another 
Native American group, the Koi 
Nation, into Sonoma County’s 
high-stakes casino development 
world...San Diego County 
Democratic Supervisor Nathan 

Fletcher,  who has dropped 
out of next year’s race for state 
senate, continued until recently 
to tank up on special interest 
money for his now-ended 2024 
campaign. On March 15, the 
Anesthesia Service Medical 
Group Advocacy Fund of San 
Diego came up with $5500.

— Matt Potter
(@sdmattpotter)

The Reader  offers $25 for 
news tips published in this 
column. Call our voice mail 
at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or 
sandiegoreader.com/staff/matt-
potter/contact/.

Under the
radar
continued from page 3

LETTERS
We welcome letters 
pertaining to the contents 
of the Reader. Submit them 
at sdreader.com/letters or 
phone them in at 619-235-
3000. Include your name 
and neighborhood. Letters 
may be edited for length 
and  clarity.

Music & Arts Giveaways
We're celebrating with ticket prizes all week long!

Enter to win at sandiegoreader.com/contests

1776 at Broadway Theatre
Deadline: Wednesday, 
March 29 @midnight

Good People at Oceanside Theatre
Deadline: Thursday, 
March 30 @midnight

Show of Your Choice at North Coast Rep
Deadline: Friday, 
March 31 @midnight

Car Rentals, Inc. 
3006 Barnett Ave, San Diego, 92110 

760-633-3552 | 619-233-8300

$100$20 $350
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be clear, it never crossed 
my mind that Timmy was 
holding back on how he 
“really felt” Honest, to a 
fault, as the saying goes.

She “sent copies to several 
friends and relatives.” What 
a way to lose friends, and 
alienate family members! 
Send them copies of Tim 
from North Park’s verbose, 
acrimonious critique of 
President Trump. Personally, 
I’d rather spend my evening 
reading, and re-reading, the 
DIY directions on how to 
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wood desk. Much more 
interesting.
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the storms at La Jolla 
Community Center
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The story was well written 
and informative, with 
the usual Robert Bush 
quality and detail that 
we expect. However, 
blaringly and glaringly 
aren’t interchangeable or 
clever as presented here. 
Surely Mr. Bush deserves 
better subtitling.

-Miff Mole 
March 20, 2023

Jacumba – the next 
Palm Springs?
Cover Story, Jan. 11, 2023

The resort was decent 
before it closed last time. 
2 pools, hot tub, nice bar 
and restaurant. The rooms 
were nice also. I don’t get 
the complete renovation. 
I wish the new owners all 
the luck but like the article 
says, it’s a dream.

-Wishfully Hoping 
March 21, 2023

Cholos broke out in attack at 
San Dieguito High, but why?
June 14, 1979

Anglos.... and that word isn’t 
racist, particularly when 
used repeatedly?

-Everything Is Racist
December 20, 2022

continued on page 41

Let MTS get 
you to the race. 

Add Day Pass 
for MTS when 
you register. 

sdmts.com

WELCOME
ABOARD!



If you think modern 
presidential politics have 
become a bit messy in 
the country over the last 
decade and change, let me 
tell you a story about Mex-
ico 100 years ago. In 1923, 
outgoing president Alvaro 
Obregon tapped Plutarco 
Elías Calles as his succes-
sor. Calles, who was sus-
pected of remaining under 
the influence of Obregon, 
seemed to prove folks right 
when he pushed through 
a constitutional reform in 
1926 that allowed the re-
election of presidents, so 
long as they didn’t serve 
consecutive terms. (Previ-
ously, an individual was 
allowed to serve only a sin-
gle term as Mexican presi-
dent.) Sure enough, Calles 
threw his weight behind the 
re-installation of Obregon, 
who handily won election 
for a second term in 1928. 
Obregon did not, how-
ever, become Mexico’s first 
repeat president, as he was 
assassinated months before 
assuming office.

Seeking a way to main-
tain power but still unable 
to serve consecutive 
presidential terms, Calles 
formed a new political 
party, one which would 
eventually become known 
as the PRI and also main-
tain a solitary grip on Mexi-
can politics for decades to 
come. He then installed 
Emilio Portes Gil as interim 
president until new elec-
tions could be called, at 
which point his selected 
candidate Pascual Ortiz 
Rubio won handily (if the 
disputed official election 

results are to be believed, 
that is). 

Ortiz Rubio didn’t stick 
around, however: after 
surviving an assassination 
attempt of his own early 
in his term, and failing to 
establish any independence 
from Calles’ PRI (which he 
called “a thinly-veiled dic-
tatorship” in his memoirs), 
he resigned the presidency 
in 1932 and exiled himself 
to the United States for sev-
eral years.

I’m telling you this 
ridiculously oversimpli-
fied story because the 
Zillow remarks for this 
week’s house tell us that the 
Spanish Colonial Revival 
mansion in Kensington 
“was once in the hands 
of” Ortiz Rubio. It was 
built in 1928, so he likely 
wasn’t the first owner, but 
it’s also quite possible that 
this is where he chose to 
spend at least part of his 
self-imposed exile.

So, since this is a col-
umn about houses, let’s 
talk about the house: 
4321 Alder Drive has four 
bedrooms and four baths 
spread across a little more 
than 4000 square feet of liv-
ing space. The first photo is 
of a brick-encased, carved 
wood front door that the 

listing bills as “elaborate 
and unique.” We get a few 
more shots of the front 
yard — covered in dry, 
brown grass — and the 
detached garage, along with 
a couple of street scenes, 
before we get inside.

Here, we are told, the 
home’s “colorful past is 
matched with the incred-
ible artwork of renowned 
Mexican artist and set 
designer Ignacio Marti-
nez Rendon in the front 
enclosed loggia.” While it 
looks like there is indeed a 
vibrant and colorful mural 
on the ceiling, we unfortu-
nately don’t get any shots 
that give us a very clear 
look at it before we’re 
shunted off to a rather 
pedestrian-looking (if quite 
large) laundry room. Still, if 
the murals on the wall are 
any indication, Martinez 
Rendon probably did a nice 
job up high as well. (All of 
the work is either incred-
ibly well-preserved or has 
been touched up over the 
years, I can’t really tell.)

Back outside, we see a 
large, partially-covered 
second floor deck over-
looking canyonland, with 
what looks like an outdoor 
kitchen and a central foun-
tain. This would make for a 

great place to host a Great 
Gatsby-esque debauched 
cocktail party, as I hope 
Ortiz Rubio had occa-
sion to do back in the ‘30s. 
Then a bunch of outdoor 
shots follow, including a 
few of a hallway that leave 
me unsure whether we’re 
indoors or out, since the 
Saltillo tile seems to follow 
us everywhere. I do like the 
river rock retaining walls 
and staircases down to sev-
eral lower terraces, however.

When we finally make it 
back inside, we’re in a very 
small dining room; there 
is barel enough space for 
a four-top table. What 
really interests me are the 
drawers that seem to be 

built into the wall – how 
deep must that wall be, 
to have drawers inside it? 
The baths seem to be well-
maintained and all original, 
with tile work that extends 
up the walls even outside 
the shower. “The kitchen 
with vintage appliances will 
please any chef,” we’re told, 
but it appears to have been 
updated at some point, and 
while the appliances do 
look old, I suspect they’re 
some sort of retro-mod-
ern reproductions. (I’m 
not aware of dishwashers 
having been a thing in the 
1920s, for example.) Later, 
we get to a large formal 
dining room – the little one 
we saw earlier was actually 
a breakfast nook, it seems. 
That’s good, because this 
looks like a house for par-
ties, and that tiny space 
would’ve been no good 
for company.

The “magnificent step-
down living room with 
beamed ceiling, majestic 
fireplace and ample room 
to create a few seating 
areas” is as advertised, 
though my own living 
room also has space for “a 
few seating areas,” if we’re 
counting a couch and a 
couple of chairs as consti-
tuting an “area.” Person-
ally, I’m more interested 
in the secondary family/
living room, the one with 
coffered ceilings and intri-

cate floral patterns between 
the beams.

The bedrooms are all 
fine and fairly spacious 
given the home’s vintage, 
but then we come to a very 
odd bathroom, which I 
assume is part of the main 
suite — but I can’t be sure. 
There’s a doorless passage-
way that leads down a half 
flight of steps to a landing 
with a stuffed chair looking 
at a tub, separate shower, 
and pedestal sink all sit-
ting on a raised platform, 
and another tiled nook 
that I assumes holds a toi-
let without a door. What is 
this space for? Is someone 
just going to sit in that chair 
and watch me take a bath? 
I don’t like this.

We finish with some 
aerial exterior shots that 
illustrate the home’s posi-
tion on the edge of a can-
yon; the setup offers a bit 
of privacy for those in the 
backyard — which yard 
is much more finished 
than those belonging to 
the neighbors.

Public records show the 
Alder Drive estate last sold 
in April 2022 for $2.5  mil-
lion; the asking price then 
was $2,679,000, and the 
buyers were Michael and 
Rhonda Teggin. It was 
re-listed in mid-February 
with an asking price of 
$2,499,000 that remains 
unchanged to date.■

The perfect spot for a debauched, Gatsbyesque affair.

All of the decorative painting by Ignacio Martinez Rendon is either incred-
ibly well preserved or has been touched up over the years.

4321 ALDER DRIVE | SAN DIEGO, 92116
CURRENT OWNER: Michael & Rhonda Teggin | LISTING PRICE: $2,499,000 | BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 4 | HOUSE SIZE: 4000

UNREAL
ESTATE
by Dave Rice

6 
 S

an
 D

ieg
o 

Re
ad

er
 M

ar
ch

 3
0, 

20
23



Newsburgers Hot Off the Grill
El Big, on Agua Caliente Boulevard, opposite 
the downtown bullring, is the 24-hour 
coffee shop/restaurant where politicians, 
cops, government spies, businessmen, and 
journalists gather for an unspoken waltz, 
with an agreement that this is neutral 
territory where tips, plans, warnings, and 
information can be swapped. Dora Elena 
Cortés comes here because, she says, this 
is where “the news comes to you.” Cortés 
ought to know. She is the chief Tijuana 
correspondent for Mexico City’s respected El 
Universal. – Bill Manson MAY 13, 1999

Zero Tolerance in the Morning
Isn’t this all too cozy to be taken seriously as 
an independently reported political debat-

ing forum? Zeta political columnist Adela 
Navarro Bella doesn’t think so. “It’s a very 
serious group. Serious and respectable. Busi-
nessmen from the traditional, established 
families of Tijuana. They try not to define 
themselves [politically]. They try to be open 
and middle-of-the-road, in the best sense. 
They invite speakers of all different colors. 
These rooms become stages for politicians 
to talk about their platform.” – Bill Manson 
FEB. 17, 2000

The Sport with No Clock
Mexican baseball, like the Mexican economy, 
is just a half-step ahead of the creditors. The 
precipitous decline of the peso against the 
dollar has virtually destroyed the league’s 
ability to attract decent U.S. talent. Mexico is 

the only Latin country with two professional 
seasons. The Pacific League operates in the 
winter, representing the main towns along the 
northwestern coast. The more popular and 
established league plays all summer, running 
its games concurrently, defiantly, with the 
majors up north. – John Krich APR. 13, 1989

Porno King Tied to T.J. Hot Spot
Reached by phone on May 14 at his residence 

in Rosarito (he also owns and rents a gated 
luxury condo in Tijuana, directly behind 
the American consulate building), Wiener 
denied that he owned a piece of Baby Rock 
(although four different sources say he told 
them otherwise) or of ever having owned a 
business in Rosarito. He claims he is out of 
the San Diego pornography business and 
that he moved to Mexico “for peace and 
quiet. – Bob Owens JULY 10, 1997

Tales from Tijuana
Jorge Hank Finally Talks
After Gato was blown away and Vera Palestina disappeared, Hank was never willing 
to say much about the affair. He doesn’t trust the Mexican press; and as long as Zeta 
kept reprinting Gato’s old columns and publishing a black page on which the writer 
asks, from beyond the grave, “Hank, why did your bodyguards kill me?” he didn’t feel 
he could get a fair hearing from Tijuana reporters. But Hank agreed to talk with the 
Reader. – Neal Matthews MAY 10, 1990

Excerpts from 50 years of Reader stories

We Can Install
Your New Shower
AS SOON
AS NEXT 
WEEK!*

*Variable lead times on select hardware and accessories. Projects installed as soon as next week available for limited color and options, while supplies last. Other restrictions may apply. See design consultant for details.**On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments with 
installations completed in 2023. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Not valid with any other offers or previous orders. Offer ends 3/31/23. Offer subject to change without notice. ©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 995160 B

S H O W E R S 
AND BATHS

$1,000 OFF
DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM

SALE WILL LAST UNTIL MARCH 31ST

You’ll have the
   BEST LUCK

 with DREAMSTYLE 
REMODELING your shower

NOPAYMENTS, INTEREST,
MONEY DOWN or

18 MONTHS
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS**

You’ll have the
   BEST LUCK

 with DREAMSTYLE 
REMODELING your shower

FAST, EASY, CONVENIENT AND AFFORDABLE!

 Call TODAY to schedule a FREE consultation 619-329-5485     DreamstyleShowers.com619-329-5485     DreamstyleShowers.com

Dreamstyle Remodeling was founded in 1989 
and today thrives as one of the largest home 
remodeling companies in the country.

Dreamstyle Remodeling has more than 60,000 
delighted customers across the western United 
States.

Dreamstyle employs over 500 people and has 
locations in five western states: Arizona, 
California,  Idaho, New Mexico, and Western Texas.

Quick Facts About
Dreamstyle Remodeling

Harvard University Joint Centers for Housing, 
Remodeling Futures Program Steering 
Committee | October 2013 – Present

Mentor - Stanford University Latino 
Entrepreneurship Leadership Program 
| October 2016 - Present

Stanford University Latino Entrepreneurship 
Leadership Program Completion | June 2016

Synchrony Financial Advisory Board 
| September 2010 - Present

Featured in Wells Fargo Bank 
Annual Report | 2015

Featured in Google’s Economic Impact Report 
| 2016 (upcoming)

Affiliations

We are top-rated on the 
leading review sites:

Arizona • California • Idaho • New Mexico • West Texas

Dreamstyle Remodeling provides full-scale custom 
home remodeling and is the exclusive provider of 
Renewal by Andersen windows and patio doors, Four 
Seasons Sunrooms & Patio Covers, Jacuzzi & Cal Spas, 
Blaze King Stoves & Fireplace Inserts, and several other 
home improvement products and brands in New Mexico.

ACCREDITED BUSINESS

A+ Rating

★★★★★★★★★★ ★★★★★★★★★★ ★★★★★
4.8 STARS WITH OVER 12,848+ ONLINE REVIEWS

Upgrade your bathroom with 
confi dence knowing your new 

Dreamstyle Shower can be 
professionally installed in as little 

as 1-2 days and backed by our 
LIFETIME WARRANTY.

With a huge variety of design options and 
materials, you can count on your new shower 
by Dreamstyle Remodeling will be clean, safe 

and virtually maintenance free!

Read full ar ticles from the archives at sandiegoreader.com/news/from-archives

Jorge Hank: “After my brother died, I started growing the beard and the hair.”
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SD ON THE QT Almost factual news

Walter 
Mencken’s

God is Not 
Frocked?

The High Cost of Forgiving

Pink God and Gay Jesus come to 
the defense of local pastor

La Mesa settles lawsuit with protestor 
partially blinded by bean bag

Progressive Christian pastor 
Caleb J. Lines, Senior Minister 
at University Christian Church 
in San Diego, gained national 
attention recently for his proc-
lamation that “Drag is holy” on 
social media. Some conserva-

tive Christians objected to the 
message, but Lines was quick 
to note that many such people 
have the unfortunate tendency 
to “make God in their own 
image,” and that God was defi-
nitely on his side in this case.

On May 30 of 2020, La 
Mesa police detective 
Eric Knudson fired a 
bean bag round at Les-
lie Furcron as she took 
part in a protest out-
side the La Mesa Police 
Department. Protestors 
were throwing rocks 
and bottles at police 
officers gathered out-
side the building, and 
when Furcron threw 
her empty can of Red 
Bull, Knudson mistook 
it for a rock and fired in 
response. Neither the 
La Mesa Police Depart-
ment nor the County of 
San Diego determined 
that Knudson had acted 
improperly from a legal and policy standpoint. 
But there were other factors to consider. “We 
might have done okay in court,” explains La 
Mesa Mayor Mark Arapostathis. “Ms. Furcron 
is on video encouraging protestors to burn the 
police station down. But those protests were 
organized in the wake of George Floyd’s death at 

the hands of a police officer in Minnesota. And 
they were centered in La Mesa because one of 
our officers got filmed being too aggressive with 
a black suspect a few days later. So I sat down 
with Ms. Furcron’s attorney and asked, ‘How 
much is it going to take to make La Mesa not 
racist?’ Turns out it was a pretty big number.”

“Ordinarily, I wouldn’t bother 
bringing a tour to a pleasant 
paradise sort of place like San 

Diego,” said Bruce Springsteen 
at a press conference announc-
ing the surprise addition of a 
Pechanga Arena concert during 
his upcoming tour with the E 
Street Band. “It didn’t do my 
image any favors when I got 
photographed frolicking in the 
surf on that Australian beach a 
few years back. I’m supposed to 

Boss 
Stop
Springsteen 
adds San 
Diego tour 
date in 
response to 
homeless 
crisis

HOTEL MOLESTERS EDITION

In Miracle on 34th 
Street, Edmund 
Gwenn played 
Santa Claus, who 
helps make a little girl’s 
dream come true with 
the gift of a home.

Homeless man Larry 
Cantrell believed 
the juvenile woman 
that Inman brought 
him was a minor, but 
sexually assaulted her 
anyway.

Homeless man 
Michael Inman 
allegedly made an 
underage girl’s life a 
nightmare by bringing 
her to a hotel for 
sexual assault.

On Seinfeld, Philip 
Baker Hall played 
a civil servant who 
hated the thought of 
pee-pees and wee-
wee’ in public library 
books.

In Ron’s Gone Wrong, 
Zach Galifiana-
kis plays a defective 
robot who tries to 
befriend the middle 
schooler who brings 
him home.

El Cajon mayor Bill 
Wells is not happy 
that sexual assaults 
are taking place in 
hotel rooms paid for 
by the public.

The Rev. Dr. Caleb J. Lines, flanked by two persons of the Most 
Holy Trinity while spreading the super-good news via TikTok. “The 

Holy Spirit was there as well,” attests Lines, “but you can’t see him 
because he was moving within me.”

Forlorn in the U.S.A.: The Boss casts a mournful eye over the scene 
on the streets of San Diego, as an image of the American flag gradu-

ally fades away in the background.

La Mesa Mayor Mark Arapostathis presents Leslie Furcron’s attorney Dante 
Pride with a very large check. “Our officer may not have done anything 
wrong,” he said during the ceremony, “but we hope this makes it right. 

Next time a large crowd of angry protestors comes to our town, surrounds 
our government buildings, and starts throwing rocks and bottles, I promise 
that no police officer will shoot anyone in the head with a bean bag. Mostly 

because this $10 million had to come out of our public safety budget, and 
so we just don’t have the manpower for that sort of thing. But also because 

we are definitely not racist!”

be a working class hero; what 
was I doing so far from the 
Jersey Shore? So what would 
be the point of visiting San 
Diego, just so I could get pho-
tographed feeding tigers at the 
Zoo in the celebrities-only area? 
But then I started hearing about 
the homeless problem: tent cit-
ies, transient killers, patient-
dumping, people freezing to 
death in the park. That’s the 
kind of hard-luck living I sing 
about, that’s the kind of pain 
that moves product. So I knew 
it would do me some good to 
stop by and soak up the scene.” 
Tickets for the Springsteen con-
cert start at $120 and range up 
to $2300.
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All Personal Injury Cases
Car, slip & fall, burn, head injury. 30 yrs. exp.  
Law Office of Neal Gibbons, 619-850-6325.

Criminal Defense Attorney
DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc. Visa/MC. 
Free consult. Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Personal Injury Attorney
Car accidents, dog bites, etc. Free consultation. 
Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

AVOID COSTLY LITIGATION!!!
TRUST/PROBATE ISSUES! 
Avoid Delays, Expenses, 
Long Lines, Unknown Court Dates. 
GET EXPERIENCED RESULTS FAST, 
PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL AFFORDABLE.  
(858) 779-2785 • DON’T DELAY, CALL NOW!

Divorce. Family Law 
Call Now!!!!
(858) 304-7409

STOP FORECLOSURES! 
GET HELP NOW!
Act Now to Resolve Real Estate Issues  
Proceedings can be STOPPED! 
WE CAN HELP! CALL NOW! 
Call Now For Consultation (858) 879-0362.

CRIMINAL 24/7
General Practice Law Firm 
DUI, DV, WARRANT RECALL! Reasonable Retainer 
CALL FOR IMMEDIATE HELP!!! (858) 923-4841

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans. 
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Criminal Defense Attorney
DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc. Visa/MC. 
Free consult. Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Divorce. Family Law 
Call Now!!!!
(858) 304-7409

All Personal Injury Cases
Car, slip & fall, burn, head injury. 30 yrs. exp.  
Law Office of Neal Gibbons, 619-850-6325.

STOP FORECLOSURES! 
GET HELP NOW!
Act Now to Resolve Real Estate Issues  
Proceedings can be STOPPED! 
WE CAN HELP! CALL NOW! 
Call Now For Consultation (858) 879-0362.

AVOID COSTLY LITIGATION!!!
TRUST/PROBATE ISSUES! 
Avoid Delays, Expenses, 
Long Lines, Unknown Court Dates. 
GET EXPERIENCED RESULTS FAST, 
PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL AFFORDABLE.  
(858) 779-2785 • DON’T DELAY, CALL NOW!

CRIMINAL 24/7
General Practice Law Firm 
DUI, DV, WARRANT RECALL! Reasonable Retainer 
CALL FOR IMMEDIATE HELP!!! (858) 923-4841

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans. 
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Personal Injury Attorney
Car accidents, dog bites, etc. Free consultation. 
Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

INSURANCE CLAIMS • Extension 5604
Sponsored by The Law Offi ce of Robert Bruce Arnold
2329 India St., San Diego • 619-233-1096 • www.arnoldlawoffi ce.com
1  Insurance Bad Faith and  
 Duties of Insurance Company
2  First Party Claims / Health /
 UM / UIM / Auto / Property
3  Time Limits
4  Disputes with Insurance Company

5  Department of Insurance 
 Help Line
6  Do I need an attorney?
7  Background/Experience/
 Philosophy

EMPLOYMENT LAW • Extension 5609
Sponsored by Cohelan Khoury & Singer
605 C St., Suite 200, San Diego • 619-595-3001 • ckslaw.com
1  Wage & Hour Violations  
2 Unpaid Commissions
3  Expense Reimbursements
4  Wrongful Termination

5  Misclassifi cation
6  Improper Deductions
7  Discrimination and Harassment

Any person who makes or causes to be made any knowingly false claim 
obtaining workers‘ compensation benefi ts or payments is guilty of a felony.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • Extension 5605
Sponsored by The Law Offi ces of Matthew E. Russell
2445 Fifth Avenue, Suite 350, San Diego 92101 
619-544-1506
1  Your Work-Related Injury
2  Workers’ Comp Benefi ts
3  Third-party Accidents

4  Unsafe Working Conditions
5  Wrongful Discharge
6  Harbor & Longshoreman’s Act

WILLS, TRUSTS, & ESTATE PLANNING 
Extension 5623
Sponsored by the Law Offi ce of David Sean Dufek • 619-222-5886
3772 Clairemont Dr., San Diego • www.dufeklaw.com
1  Do I need a Will?
2  Do I need a Trust?
3  What is the difference
 between a Will and a Trust?
4  What is Probate?

5  What do you do when a parent 
 or loved one passes away?
6  I already have a Will and/or a 
 Trust. Do I need to update these 
 documents?

The attorneys and law fi rms who provide this information are solely responsible for its content. This information does not address all legal situations, nor is it intended to replace legal counsel. 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
Extension 5610
Sponsored by The Law Offi ces of Cory A. DeLellis • 619-567-0595
3949 Clairemont Dr. Ste. 10, San Diego • corydelellislaw.com

1 Overview of Social Security
2 Filing a Claim
3 Survivorship Benefi ts
4 Representation at Hearing Level

5 Disability Benefi ts
6 Social Security Disability Appeal

PERSONAL INJURY • Extension 5601
Sponsored by Bender Kurlander Hernandez & Campbell
501 West Broadway Suite 1500, San Diego • 619-842-3232
1  Do You Need an Attorney? 
2  Vehicle Accidents
3  Medical Care

4  Wrongful Death Claims
5  Dog Bites
6  What is My Case Worth?

FREE Legal GUIDE
619-780-2470 • SDReader.com/Legal

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. At the prompt, enter the 4-digit extension of the category that interests you.

Legal
SOLUTIONS



‘W ell, like anything else, 
showing up is half the 
batt le ,”  says Smash 

Mouth singer Zach Goode. Goode, a 
longtime local musician, is talking about 
the voiceover work he’s done for com-
mercials, including a Taco Bell ad that 
was a Screen Actors Guild gig. But to-
gether with his belief in “the power of 
saying yes,” it serves as a pretty good 
summation of his entire career, as long 
as you note that showing up has always 
been augmented by his drive to compete 
for a gig regardless of the odds. “Before 
covid, it was a little bit easier,” he notes, 
“but then everyone was home for two 
years. So instead of competing against 
Joe Schmo, you’re competing against 
Will Ferrell and Jack Black and whoev-
er else is sitting at home.”

You know Smash Mouth. You know 
Smash Mouth, because you know “All 
Star,” their weirdly enduring 1999 mega-
hit, which has the uncanny power to 
spark people into spontaneous singing 
of the chorus and — as I discovered when 
telling friends that I was interviewing 
Goode — busting out dance moves to 

match. It’s an overplayed earworm, but 
I get why it succeeded, and I will defi-
nitely take those dance moves over some 
dipshit singing “Beth” in gradually es-
calating volume when they see my KISS 
tattoo, because that song sucks.

Who knows, you may also know Smash 

Mouth for their earlier hits “Walkin’ on 
the Sun,” “Why Can’t We Be Friends,” and 
“Can’t Get Enough of You Baby.” Or from 
former lead singer Steve Harwell’s health-
related onstage meltdown in late 2021, 
which was swiftly followed by his stepping 
away from the band. That’s where Goode 

came in: during the pandemic shutdown, 
he took to posting cover versions of songs 
on YouTube, close to one every other day. 
That’s what got him noticed by the band, 
and ultimately, that’s what led to his debut 
with them in May of 2022, to a crowd of 
40,000 in Guadalajara Mexico. (Most of

On May 11, the Federal Department of Health 
and Human Services will end the covid public 
health emergency. But the bureaucratic behemoth 
is a slow-footed beast; John Q. Public knows the 
pandemic ended some time ago — though there 
may be some debate about exactly what it was 
that tipped him off. Does spring begin with the 
first robin, the first desert wildflower, or the 

first grunion run? Did covid end with the mask 
mandate repeal, the return to live theater, or the 
blaring rebirth of live music? Here at the Reader, 
we’re going with the latter two, and in honor 
of the upcoming End of the Emergency, we’re 
highlighting a few personal favorites in those 
departments — including one or two you might 
have missed.

Paeans to post-pandemic performances

The new mouth of Smash Mouth

2023
Hello to the show
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came in: during the pandemic shutdown, 
he took to posting cover versions of songs 
on YouTube, close to one every other day. 
That’s what got him noticed by the band, 
and ultimately, that’s what led to his debut 
with them in May of 2022, to a crowd of 
40,000 in Guadalajara Mexico. (Most of
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the band’s gigs are fly-
ins ,  performing one 
show to a large crowd 
and flying back home. 
Not a bad way to tour 
if your band can com-
mand that.)

Theater kid takes 
the stage
Guadalajara is a long 
way from San Diego, 
and even further from 
Goode’s early stomp-
ing grounds as a New 
York theater kid who 
did time in Province-
town after his parents 
split up. That’s where 
he became hooked on 
the Beat les  and act-
ing — attending the-
ater camps, performing 
in shows, and forming 
bands. His willingness 
to take risks and trav-
el may come from his 
having been on his own 
since he was a teenager. 
“Around 15 years old, I 
started hanging out with 
the wrong crowd, stay-
ing out late, doing things 
I shouldn’t be doing and 
having authority issues 
with my mom. It even-
tually came to a head, 
and I moved away right 
after I turned 16. I lived 
in a hippie house called 
128 where all the other 
local misfits lived, joined 
a band, got a night job, 
and finished the last two 
years of high school on 
my own before moving 
to Hawaii.”

On the Big Island, he 
worked in a pizza shop 
owned by the parents 
of high schooler Jeremy 
Ronstadt, with whom 
he would jam. The two 
hooked up with drum-
mer Doug Alston and 
bassist Marcus Lowe, 
but the four of them 
found themselves frus-
trated with Hawaii’s 
lack of opportunities. 
Ronstadt and company 
had intended to go to 
Seattle, but ended up in 
Tacoma for a year be-
fore deciding to move 

Mythraeum
San Diego’s Mythraeum represented the U.S.A. this 
past summer at Wacken Open Air, the most highly 
regarded festival of its kind in Germany. Getting to the 
fest meant making conquests in a battle of the bands, 
with two shows in San Diego and one in Los Ange-

les. That reserved a spot for the band and merited a 
thousand-dollar check from the organizer. But the bal-
ance of fare, plus the cost of accommodations, was on 
Mythraeum. Merch sales and donations covered part of 
the remaining costs, but each band member still wound 
up paying $750 out-of-pocket. According to vocalist 
Plague (Anthony Vivoli), it was worth it. “Wacken is 
the heavy metal holy land. All of us have dreamed of 
attending this festival for as long as we’ve loved this kind 
of music. To say that our first-time attending was as 
performers is beyond surreal.” The band’s latest offer-
ing, Halls of Mythras, is available through M-Theory 
audio, and they’ll be playing Brick by Brick on June 17.

— Spike Steffenhagen

Gary Wilson
Amiable weirdo and longtime SD resident Gary Wilson 
has fourteen albums under his belt — when he wears 
one. He’s discoursed long and sinister over real and/
or fantasized girlfriends, real and/or fantasized late-
night walks and drives, and his long-running duck fix-
ation. His chaotic live shows often feature paint and/or 
flour, dumped out in front of whirling floor fans. But 
for his new album, he’s 
tackling a new favored 
obsession. The Marsh-
mallow Man, sched-
uled for release this 
summer,  harkens 
back to his childhood 
in Endicott, New York. 
“As a child, I enjoyed 
marshmallows,” he 
reminisces. And the 
new outing promotes 
“perhaps another side 
of Gary Wilson. A 
more gentle side.” The 
Hillcrest local, who played almost all the instruments on 
Marshmallow, takes in some local color for inspiration 
as well. “I still enjoy the original Filippi’s on India Street. 
Recently did some San Diego shows at the Observatory 
and the Casbah. I enjoy late night walks to Ralph’s gro-
cery store.” For heavy artistic inspiration this time out, 
our man cites “watching the 1959 movie A Summer Place 
and listening to ‘The Lark Ascending’ by Ralph Vaughan 

2023

Mythraeum: Willkommen to Wacken

Gary Wilson goes gentle

continued on page 16
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LONESTAR
April 13

MICHAEL CARBONARO

May 12

A TRIBUTE TO ABBA
May 7

GARY LAVOX OF RASCAL FLATTS

May 21

MARIACHI SOL DE MEXICO 

May 10

SCAN FOR ALL 

UPCOMING SHOWS

SUBJECT  TO CHANGE. RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. MUST BE 21 YEARS OF AGE TO ENTER THE THEATRE. PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY.

BUY TICKETS: SYCUAN.COM

PAUL
RODRIGUEZ

MAY 6



to Lowe’s  hometown 
after parting ways with 
their original singer. Re-
calls Goode, “They said, 
‘Hey, we’re gonna move 
to San Diego if you want 
to join.’ They sent me a 
demo tape, and I liked 
it. It was really weird: 
kind of like metal reg-
gae, funky, like nothing 
that was really going on 
at the time. So I sold all 
my stuff and drove my 
car across the country 
by myself and ended 
up in San Diego. That 
was right around Hal-
loween of 1991. When 
I landed, I met the guys 
in the band and asked 
them if they’d heard this 
new band called Nirva-
na. I said, ‘This album 
is amazing.’ And they 
were like, ‘Those were 
our buddies.’”

The band that formed 
from that meetup was 
Ghoulspoon; almost im-
mediately, they became 
friends with other San 

Diego bands like Buck 
O’  Nine and Sprung 
Monkey. Goode’s pres-
ence altered the band’s 
sound from what Ron-
stadt describes as “death 

metal reggae.” Continues 
Ronstadt: “We all had so 
many influences that 
the writing process was 
always a bit different. 
Most of the first album 

was based on songs and 
riffs that Marcus and I 
had already been work-
ing on, as well as some 
fresh new jams during 
the initial gelling of the 

four of us. We had been 
more of a death metal 
group with funky reg-
gae breaks and some 
surf style sounds. Zach 
brought  his  love for 

hip hop and rap music 
into the mix, as well as 
some more traditional 
rock influences.”

Their first gig was an 
opening slot at the Cas-
bah for Lucy’s Fur Coat 
and Deadbolt: the origi-
nal support act cancelled 
and Ghoulspoon was, in 
classic Goode fashion, 
prepared to show up. 
After that, they quickly 
found a home at the 
original SOMA location 
in downtown San Diego, 
gaining opening slots in 
the club’s infamous un-
derground room known 
as the Dungeon. (When 
there were no bands 
playing down there, 
metal heads made do by 
playing Slayer records 
and piling into violent 
mosh pits. “SOMA was 
a magical place,” says 
Goode. “We were super 
lucky to get there at the 
exact right time. You 
had to play an opening 
spot at the Dungeon first 

Ghoulspoon quickly found a home at the original SOMA location in downtown San Diego, 
gaining opening slots in the club’s infamous underground room known as the Dungeon.
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hip hop and rap music 
into the mix, as well as 
some more traditional 

Their first gig was an 
opening slot at the Cas-
bah for Lucy’s Fur Coat 

bolt: the origi-
nal support act cancelled 
and Ghoulspoon was, in 
classic Goode fashion, 
prepared to show up. 
After that, they quickly 
found a home at the 
original SOMA location 

Diego, 
gaining opening slots in 
the club’s infamous un-
derground room known 
as the Dungeon. (When 
there were no bands 
playing down there, 
metal heads made do by 

er records 
and piling into violent 
mosh pits. “SOMA was 
a magical place,” says 
Goode. “We were super 
lucky to get there at the 
exact right time. You 
had to play an opening 
spot at the Dungeon first 
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and walk around outside 
telling people to say the 
band name at the door, 
because you got a dol-
lar for everyone that did 
that. If 100 people said 
your name, you got to 
play the main floor. So 
we did that. We played 
two shows there, and 
after the second show, 
we got to play the main 
floor. I don’t even know 
what the capacity was, 
but it had to be close 
to 2000 people. It was 
sold out, with a whole 
balcony and crazy mosh 
pits. There weren’t a lot 
of bands that were our 
genre back then.” Per-
haps as a result, they 
wound up as direct sup-
port for other oddball 
acts: “We played a lot 
of weird lineups, with 
bands like The Dead 
Milkmen, Agent Or-
ange, and fIREHOSE.”

That’s showbiz
From the outset, Goode 
saw the importance of 
hustling as well as rock-
ing. Long before he put 
himself  out there by 
posting all those songs 
to YouTube, he says, “I 
was really ambitious. We 
made all our own merch. 
We did a mailing list, 
and I would sit there and 
lick stamps after every 
show and send out post-
cards and make stickers. 
Then I would go out on 
off nights to support our 
friends’ bands. It was a 
cool community. I was 
just 21 years old from a 
small town. I had never 
played any big venues, 
and within three or four 
months, I was playing in 
front of thousands and 
thousands of people who 
knew all the songs and 
bought every T-shirt.”

I ask Goode how he 
has managed to avoid 
L.S.D.; he smirks, as if 
to ask if I mean just this 
year or over his entire 
life. I explain that I’m 
not talking about psy-

Williams.” As for new gigs, “Most likely. About flour 
and paint, you never know. It could happen.”

— Andrew Hamlin

Charles Lloyd
Saxophonist Charles Lloyd has long been revered in 
jazz, ever since he broke into the national conscious-
ness in the mid-1960s. All these years later, he con-
tinues to inspire audiences with performances that 
border on spiritual experiences. When Lloyd and his 

much younger band-
mates (Gerald Clay-
ton, piano; Anthony 
Wilson, guitar; Larry 
Grenadier, bass) casu-
ally arrived on stage at 
the Irwin M. Jacobs 
Qualcomm Hall on 
March 17, the sold-out 
crowd seemed capti-
vated before the first 
note was played. Lloyd 
began a capella, with 
slow, deliberately pen-
sive and breathy tones. 
The band began to fill 

in with support around him. He took a long, pointed 
solo, followed by virtuosic statements from Wilson 
and Clayton. We were 20 minutes into the first piece 
before I really noticed that there wasn’t a drummer on 
stage. That’s how effective Grenadier was in holding 
things together. The hall seats more than 500 patrons, 
and the sound in the room was crystal clear. Lloyd 
used the opening piece as a template for the evening, 
which concentrated on ballads — with the exception 
of one spritely tune on the flute in a Latin-tinged vein. 
Afterward, many patrons commented on the church-
like spirit of it all.

— Robert Bush

The Aviara Trio
Ines Irawati is one of San Diego’s brightest classical 
music stars. As a teenager, the pianist came to the United 
States from Indonesia to study at the Cleveland Insti-

tute of Music. (She confesses to having struggled with 
English vocabulary assignments — because she didn’t 
know what the word “vocabulary” meant.) For several 
years, Ines was the go-to coach for opera singers, but 
in recent days, she has focused on being a concert pia-

2023

Charles Lloyd: 
performances that 
border on spiritual.

Aviara Trio: “I had no idea a group of this 
caliber was on hand in San Diego.”

continued on page 20

continued from page 12
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FOR TICKETS & INFO VISIT WWW.BRICKBYBRICK.COM

1130 BUENOS AVE. SAN DIEGO, CA 92110

WED. MAR. 29

HEMLOCK
Parasitic Existence,

DeadRise

THU. MAY 11

MOONSPELL
Eleine

Oceans Of Slumber
Vintersea

WED. APR. 12

L.A. GUNS
Deathboys

WED. MAY 3

UGLY KID JOE
Pistols At Dawn

TUE. MAY 23

HAKEN
Arch Echo

THU. APR. 13

KNOLL
God is War

THU. MAY 4

HARAKIRI FOR 
THE SKY
Ghost Bath
Unreqvited

THU. MAY 25

CURRENTS
Like Moths To Flames

UnityTX
Foreign Hands

FRI. APR. 14

PYREXIA
Embryonic Autopsy

Yotuma
Regurgitated Entrails

FRI. MAY 5

WOLVES IN THE 
THRONE ROOM

Hulder
Veneraxiom

FRI. MAY 26

RHAPSODY OF 
FIRE

Wind Rose
Seven Kingdoms

Nightshadow

MON. APR. 17

VADER
Krisiun

Decrepit Birth
Unidad Trauma

SUN. MAY 28

MYCHILDREN 
MYBRIDE

Mugshot
No Cure

Your Spirit Dies

WED. MAY 10

200 STAB 
WOUNDS

With Special Guests

FRI. MAR. 31

TEJON STREET 
CORNER 
THIEVES

Them Coulee Boys, 
Scotty Bones

SUN. APR. 23

TEENAGE 
BOTTLEROCKET

Broadway Calls
Strike Twelve

SUN. MAY 14

ELDER
Ruby The Hatchet

Howling Giant

THU. MAR. 30

SOLAR FAKE
Blaklight

WED. APR. 19

EVERY AVENUE
Makeout
Unwell

FRI. MAY 12

NECROT
Mortiferum
Deathgrave

Unidad Trauma

SUN. APR. 2

KOFFIN KATS
Crazy & The Brains,

The Strikers

FRI APR. 28

PLINI
Sungazer

Jakub Zytecki

FRI. MAY 19

SUGAR: 
THE NU-METAL 

PARTY
FRI. APR. 7

SABBATH 
TRIBUTE SHOW: 
Celebrating the Best of 
the Ozzy and Dio-Eras

TUE. MAY 2

COLD
Divide the Fall

Awake For Days
Sygnal to Noise

Proteus

SUN. MAY 21

THE BIRTHDAY 
MASSACRE 

With special guests

WED. APR. 26

ICON FOR HIRE
Hooked Like Helen

MON. MAY 15

A SKYLIT DRIVE
Scarlet O’hara 

Sunsleep 
Sullen Eyes

SAT. APR. 1

SLIM JIM 
PHANTOM TRIO 
(OF THE STRAY CATS)

Rip Carson & The 
Carcin-O-Genics

The Ramblin’ 
Sweethearts

SAT. MAY 27

I SPEAK 
MACHINE

SAT. APR. 15

VAMPIRES 
EVERYWHERE!
Saving Vice, Scythe 
Gang 666, Blackcast

SUN. MAY 7

THE 69 EYES
Pretty Boy Floyd

Deathboys
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MAY 1 0 - 27  |  8:0 0 PM
Starring America’s Got Talent’s Brian Justin Crum, Moonlight opens it’s 42nd Season with 
Jesus Christ Superstar, an iconic rock opera that reinvented musical theater for the modern 
age. With music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice, this global blockbuster 
tells the story of the final weeks in the life of Jesus Christ, from the perspective of Judas 
Iscariot. Filled with an exciting mix of musical styles that draw upon 1970s rock, gospel, 
folk and funk themes, this contemporary imagining of the biblical tale features high-energy 
dance and powerful storytelling.

J U N E 7 - 24  |  8:0 0 PM
It’s 1985, and rock star wannabe, Robbie Hart, is New Jersey’s favorite wedding singer. 
He’s the life of the party until his own fiancée leaves him at the altar. Shot through the 
heart, Robbie makes every wedding as disastrous as his own until a winsome waitress wins 
his affection. Based on the hit Adam Sandler movie, The Wedding Singer takes us back to a 
time when hair was big, greed was good, collars were up, and a wedding singer might just 
be the coolest guy in the room.

J U LY 1 9 - AU G UST 5  |  8:0 0 PM
With a heart-pumping score by rock legend Phil Collins and an electric book by the Tony 
Award-winning playwright David Henry Hwang, Disney’s Tarzan is an epic theatrical 
experience for all ages. Based on Disney’s animated musical adventure and Edgar Rice 
Burrough’s ‘Tarzan of the Apes,’ this musical features high-flying excitement and hits 
including the Academy Award winning “You’ll Be in My Heart” as well as “Son of Man” 
and “Two Worlds.”

AU G UST 1 6 - SEPTEM B ER 2  |  8:0 0 PM
The iconic tap extravaganza 42nd Street celebrates Broadway, Times Square and the magic 
of show biz with wit, humor and pizzazz. The score is chock-full of Broadway standards, 
including “You’re Getting To Be A Habit With Me,” “Dames,” “We’re In the Money,” 
“Lullaby of Broadway,” “Shuffle Off to Buffalo” and “Forty-Second Street.”

SEPTEM B ER 13 - 3 0  |  7:3 0 PM
Based on the beloved 70’s throwback film and featuring the timeless hits of the Bee 
Gees, classic disco tracks, and new original songs, this reimagined version of Saturday 
Night Fever transports you back to the era of disco balls, platform boots, and white suits. 
Featuring songs from the bestselling movie soundtrack of all time, including “Stayin’ Alive,” 
“How Deep Is Your Love,” “Night Fever,” “Tragedy” and “More Than a Woman,” as well 
as 70s favorites “Boogie Shoes,” “Disco Inferno” and many more.

2 0 2 3  S U M M E R  S E AS O N  M U S I CA LS

1 2 5 0  VA L E  T E R R A C E  D R I V E ,  V I S TA TICKETS ON SALE NOW!     MOONLIGHTSTAGE.COM    | 760.724.2110 



chedelics but something 
possibly more mind-
bending: Lead Singer 
D i s e a s e .  He  s m i l e s 
again .  “When I  was 
younger, I got that out 
of my system. Maybe I 
was an asshole because 
of my ego.” Of course, 
confidence is a neces-
sary quality in a front 
man, even confidence 
that borders on tempo-
rary narcissism — you 
need a personality that 
projects all the way to 
the cheap seats. Plus, all 
that hustling can tempt 
a person to believe his 
own market ing .  But 
Ronstadt doesn’t equate 
drive with assholism in 
Goode’s case. “He has al-
ways been quite the con-
fident fellow, to say the 
least!” says Ronstadt. “I 
don’t know about his ego 
getting in the way of our 
music, but he definitely 
had his say in the song-
writing process. Helping 
manage the band and 

being the front man def-
initely made him seem a 
bit pushy at times. But 
he always had good in-
tentions and a heart of 

gold deep down.”
When SOMA lost its 

lease a couple of years 
later, Ghoulspoon felt 
the impact. “That re-

ally changed the whole 
dynamic  in  San Di-
ego, especially for our 
band, because we were 
a SOMA band,” Goode 

recalls.  “Some of the 
other bands like Buck O’ 
Nine, P.O.D., Unwritten 
Law, and Sprung Mon-
key all had management 

and some kind of record 
deals. They were able to 
break out into the na-
tional scene more, and 
we didn’t really have 
that. We had just moved 
here. We were just kind 
of a weird band, not 
super commercial or 
marketable. So we were 
kind of  on our own. 
When the new SOMA 
location opened up, that 
was in ‘94. We headlined 
the opening night, but 
we gradually lost some 
of our mojo, just by the 
natural progression of 
the way things work. We 
never really gained that 
headliner status again.”

Despite their tenac-
ity  and accomplish-
ments — winning a San 
Diego Music Award for 
best Hard Rock/Met-
a l  p er for mance  and 
moving  over  10 ,000 
units  with no major 
label  — Ghoulspoon 
morphed into Divided 
by Zero in 2001. Once 

Ghoulspoon morphed into Divided by Zero in 2001. Once again, they were recognized by SDMA 
for their brand of hard rock, but it was clear that San Diego would not be the next Seattle.
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and some kind of record 
deals. They were able to 
break out into the na-
tional scene more, and 
we didn’t really have 
that. We had just moved 
here. We were just kind 
of a weird band, not 
super commercial or 
marketable. So we were 
kind of  on our own. 
When the new SOMA 
location opened up, that 
was in ‘94. We headlined 
the opening night, but 
we gradually lost some 
of our mojo, just by the 
natural progression of 
the way things work. We 
never really gained that 
headliner status again.”

Despite their tenac-
ity  and accomplish-
ments — winning a San 

go Music Award for 
best Hard Rock/Met-
a l  p er for mance  and 
moving  over  10 ,000 
units  with no major 
label  — Ghoulspoon 
morphed into Divided 
by Zero in 2001. Once 
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again, they were recog-
nized by SDMA for their 
brand of hard rock, but 
it  was clear that San 
Diego would not be the 
next Seattle — Divided 
by Zero was not going to 
shape the nation. “At the 
time, I thought, ‘Hey, it 
should have been us.’ 
And I wish we had got-
ten a bigger career based 
on all the work we put 
in. But I look back, and 
we didn’t have that big 
song that could have 
been a hit.” And what-
ever happened (or didn’t 
happen) for him, Goode 
doesn’t think America’s 
Finest City was left be-
hind. “I think San Diego 
really got the last laugh 
in the long run. Every-
one from blink-182 to 
Jason Mraz to Jewel to 
Bring Me the Horizon 
and Pierce the Veil and 
Slightly Stoopid, who 
headlined over Snoop 
Dogg. What an incred-
ible variety of bands 
came out of there.”

The Geezer crowd pleaser
Divided by Zero went on 
indefinite hiatus in 2007, 
giving way to The Secret 
Seven, whose debut re-
cord Turn Your Back to 
the Sea was nominated 
for best rock album by 
the SDMA. Goode also 
joined Geezer, a band 
t h a t  f o u n d e r  A d a m 
Gimbel describes as “a 
grandpa-era musical 
comedy act that start-
ed back in 2005 when 
my band Rookie Card 
covered the first Wee-
zer album. Our bassist 
suggested we dress as old 
men for the show. We 
brought it back a few 
years later when FM 94.9 
needed a band to audi-
tion Weezer fans to be 
onstage with the band. 
When our original bass-
ist wasn’t available, Zach 
stepped in.”

Once again, showing 
up was half the battle, 
and Goode and Gimbel’s 

nist. She is also active as a chamber musician with the 
Aviara Trio. I was blown away when I caught one of 
their performances at a San Diego Library Concert. I 
had no idea a group of this caliber was on hand in San 
Diego. The Aviara Trio performs extensively in South-
ern California, including the Hollywood Bowl, where 
they were a part of the LA Philharmonic’s 100-year 
anniversary celebration. They’ll be playing at the Del 
Mar Civic Center on April 6.

—Garrett Harris

North County stage truck
It was in the early days of covid when Kevin Williams, his 
wife Summer, and their son Reagan set out to keep the 
music alive. All three are stalwarts of the North County 
music scene, with a preference for roots, rockabilly and 
blues. Clubs were closed, and bands had no place to play. 
So Williams, who lives in Carlsbad, put his mechanical 
skills to the test and built a stage, complete with lights 
and sound, on an old flatbed truck. In no time at all, he 
and his family were cruising around town, parking the 
truck in the village or at the beach, and jamming with 
such celebrated musicians as Thomas Yearsley of the 
Paladins, Chicago bluesman Mondo Cortez, slide gui-
tar hero Johnny Vernazza, and Oceanside’s own Ste-
vie Salas. “I did it out of anger,” Williams says. His son 
suffers from colitis, and was in and out of hospitals as 
a child. Music was his lifeline. “He was playing three to 
five nights a week. Then, bang, nothing. So I did some-
thing about it — I didn’t want anything to stop Reagan 
from playing.” These days, clubs are back open, but the 
Williams family’s traveling concerts remain a weekly 
fixture at parties and events throughout North County. 
“It’s become kind of its own thing,” Williams says.

— Thomas K. Arnold

Pacific Lyric Association
The Pacific Lyric Association was founded by Carlos 
and Terry Oliva. The organization puts on at least one 
fully staged opera per year and has a monthly Fourth 
Wednesday concert at Forgotten Barrel Winery in 
Escondido. Their most recent opera production was 

Georg Bizet’s Carmen, with performances at the Cal-
ifornia Center for the Arts Escondido and the Joan B. 
Kroc Theater in San Diego. The productions are refresh-
ingly traditional, and feature Southern California tal-
ent. Pacific Lyric Association presents operas that peo-
ple love. From Carmen to Rigoletto to Cavalleria Rus-
ticana, the Association is doing its part to keep opera 
present and accounted for in San Diego.

— Garrett Harris

2023

Pacific Lyric Association presents opera 
that people love, like Carmen!

continued from page 16
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chemistry was instant. 
“I’d only known him a 
few months, but we im-
mediately had old-timey 
comedy duo chops that 
rivaled the greats,” says 
Gimbel. “He only sang 
lead on a few songs each 
set, but it always felt like 
we were co-front men, 
because he’s such a big 
presence and powerful 
singer. When we started 
rapping mid-set, he was 
clearly the best of us, 
having fronted popular 
local rap-rock bands in 
the ‘90s.” Goode’s strong 
chops earned him re-
spect, and added a di-
mension to yet another 
SDMA-nominated band. 
“I’d wanted us to sound 
more  l ike  old  men,” 
Gimbel explains. “But 
when people tearfully 
thanked him for sound-
ing so much like [Beas-
tie Boy] Adam Yauch, 
we let him do his thing. 
Zach is hilarious, so he 
came up with some of 
our best bits. I thought it 
would be fun to do AC/
DC’s ‘T.N.T’ as ‘O.L.D.’ 
and gave it to him to 
write and sing. When 
he screamed, ‘I’m O-L-
D like Samsonite. O-L-
D. I missed my flight,’ it 
literally never got old.”

R ap as ide,  Gimbel 
appreciated Goode’s 
respect for his vision, a 
trait that would go on to 
serve him well in Smash 
Mouth. “Zach has more 
than enough ego to fill a 
band with his own ideas, 
but he was always very 
gracious and thankful 
to let me shape what the 
band was and then give 
him plenty of room to 
shine. Having done most 
of the work in his bands 
for years, he was happy 
to have me do the lion’s 
share, but it was great to 
have someone who knew 
how to get things done 
when I needed help. He 
liked having little as-
signments to do within 
the fun ideas I’d come 

Wong’s Dragon Room
I have likely driven by this place a gazillion times since 
we moved out here in 2020, but even though the build-
ing’s outer façade is about as loud and inviting as an 
outer façade can be, I had never really noticed either 
the Dragon Room or its adjacent restaurant, Wong’s 
Golden Palace. Then I accepted an invite from my buddy 
to check out Joey Harris and The Mentals performing at 

the venue in early February, and I was shocked by how 
close the venue was to our house. Once we entered the 
bar, it was love at first site. There are the dingier, mod-
ern bars that people refer to as “dive bars,” and then 
there are true, trapped in a time-warp DIVE BARS. 
The Dragon Room definitely falls into the latter cat-
egory. Catching Joey Harris there on that night and 
listening to him performing some songs from his old 
band, the Beat Farmers, felt about as close to experienc-
ing a 1980s-era Beat Farmers gig as you could get. The 
interior design motif seems about as influenced by the 
Double Deuce bar from the 1989 film Road House as 
you are likely to find in San Diego. It’s loud, it’s sweaty, 
and people are drunk and dancing to loud rock music 
and spilling drinks and having a grand old time. The 
only thing missing is the chain link fence protecting 
the band from flying beer bottles.

— Dryw Keltz

The Merrow
Paul Smith took over the Hillcrest space formerly occu-
pied by the San Diego Sports Club way back in 2008. The 
bar he opened was initially called The Ruby Room, but 

it had transitioned to the Merrow by 2013. The venue 
isn’t too far removed from other local bars-with-a-
stage such as Soda Bar, the Casbah, and Space Bar, but 

2023

Somewhere under the rainbow...

The Merrow: a potent mix of theme 
nights, local acts, and bigger events.
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UCSD students ! FREE
UCSD faculty, 

 alumni &  
Community members ! $17

VIP Party Includes: 
• Heavy Hors d’Oeuvres • Champagne Toast • Live music on the Plaza •  Opportunity Drawing/Select Auction Items 

• Celestial Sirens Cast Photo Opportunity • 21+ only event • Limited VIP Party Packages Available

Whitney ShayJulia Othmer Alice Wallace

VIP Pre Party 6 pm - 7:30 pm

Just Added!

Saturday, May 20th 8pm
Get your tickets at  
PowayOnStage.orgPoway Center for the Performing Arts

15498 Espola Rd, Poway, CA 92064



up with, and like me, he 
loves singing harmony. 
Sure,  he’d always in-
nocently suggest songs 
he sang lead on when 
we were making up the 
setlist. But it made do-
ing three or four sets a 
night a lot easier to have 
someone with such a 
strong voice stepping 
up every few songs.”

“That makes 
PERFECT sense.”
Ultimately, both Goode 
and Geezer relocated 
to Los Angeles, where 
Goode pursued solo 
work and voiceover act-
ing in his “spare time.” 
That’s when, and where, 
Smash Mouth found 
him. “They had me do 
a couple video auditions 
singing the hits, and then 
flew me up to San Jose to 
meet with management 
and Paul [De Lisle] , 
the bass player, just to 
see if we vibed — and 
we did. He’s a little bit 
older than me, but we 
have very similar taste 
in both music and back-
story. Like Ghoulspoon, 
Smash Mouth was  a 
band that didn’t really 
fit in musically — they 
had a bunch of differ-
ent styles .  They had 
ska, punk, reggae, pop, 
lounge, some exotica in-
fluences. The difference 
is, they came out with 
‘Walkin’ On the Sun’ 
and it became a num-
ber one single, and that 
changed everything.”

Goode and De Lisle 
“talked about influences, 
like punk, and Fishbone, 
and the Pixies. Their 
first tour ever was with 
Buck O’ Nine, and I’m 
like, ‘Yeah! I know those 
guys!’ It’s a small world. I 
learned a bunch of songs, 
and they flew me back up 
there to do a formal au-
dition with all the band 
members. At that point, 
they had trimmed it down 
to four potential appli-
cants, so I started think-

it does seem to fly a bit more under the radar — mak-
ing it something of a hidden gem. The Merrow has 
had success with underground dance nights such as 
Club Hemlock, Club Sabbat, Ascension, and the free-
of-charge Blue Monday while still serving as showcase 
for local bands such as Fistfights With Wolves and 
national acts such as Boris Pelekh of Gogol Bodello. 
The parking lot next to the venue is an added bonus. 
For most of the year, it serves as a potential opportu-
nity for patrons to actually score a parking spot in Hill-
crest, but on a handful of dates, it gives the Merrow an 
expanded space to host larger crowds for events such 
as the US Air Guitar Championships.

— Dryw Keltz

The Pour House
It’s Saturday night, and I’m at the Pour House in Oceans-
ide — one of the few San Diego area nightclubs that 
books mostly local rock bands that write and play their 
own music. The stage is crammed into a corner, and 
you have to maneuver yourself past a pool table and 
an L-shaped bar to get to the live music area. Tonight’s 
a special night, as two of the three bands have family 
ties. My middle son, Conner, plays bass with Almost 
Restricted, an alt-rock band led by guitarist-singer-
songwriter Andrew Bush and featuring Sean Gah-
man on drums. And my youngest son, Hunter, plays 

drums with the Renters, an Oceanside punk ensem-
ble led by guitarist-vocalist Johnny Sudetta and fea-
turing guitarists Seth Ahumada and Tyler Miller, and 
bassist Jacob Sepe. (Sudetta, incidentally, is the grand-
son and namesake of the instrumental surf-rock pio-
neer who recorded as Johnny Fortune). As I position 
myself on the fringe of the dance floor and see a mass 
of bodies one-third my age in the makeshift mosh pit, 
I am transported back more than 40 years, to the time 
I was the rock critic for the Los Angeles Times and San 
Diego Magazine and spent most weekends at the Spirit, 
which, like the Pour House, was a haven for original 
live music. It’s somehow comforting that unless I look 
in the mirror, it could be 1981 again.

— Thomas K. Arnold

Opera Wednesdays
Opera Wednesdays at The La Jolla Community Center 
started in the spring of 2014 as a response to the pro-
posed shutdown of the San Diego Opera by then-gen-
eral director Ian Campbell. Nine years and one pan-
demic later, they are still going strong. Opera Wednes-
days, which take place on the second Wednesday of the 

2023

Pour House: a haven for local bands 
that write and play their own stuff. 
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ing, ‘Wow, I might actu-
ally have a shot at this.’” 

A t  t h e  a u d i t i o n , 
G o o d e  s e n s e d  t h a t 
magica l  things  were 
happening. “We played 
six songs together, and 
it sounded great. I could 
tel l  they were l iking 
what I was doing. I flew 
home to L.A. the night 
before Christmas Eve 
2021. That night on In-
stagram, it was like, ‘So-
and-so started following 
you.’ One by one, each 
band member started 
following me. The next 
day, the manager called 
and asked if I could hop 
on a call [the following 
day], so that was my 
Christmas present that 
year — which was way 
better than my Christ-
mas present in 2020, 
which was covid. Appar-
ently, it was unanimous, 
and it just turned out to 
be a good fit, which kind 
of took me by surprise.”

Ghoulspoon and Di-
vided by Zero band-
mate Ronstadt shares 
his reaction to the news. 
“He called me on the 
hush-hush about the 
opportunity when he 
first found out about 
it. At first, I was very 
surprised. Not my idea 
of what I thought was 
his style of music. But 
he’s always been work-
ing hard on his art, and 
an opportunity like that 
doesn’t come around ev-
ery day. Kind of funny! 
Of course, I was super 
stoked for my brother, 
but there was this feel-
ing of, ‘Wow, no way!’ It 
was kind of surreal, but 
totally in line with him 
and his personality.”

Geezer’s Gimbel was 
not quite as surprised. 
“He told a few friends 
about it in late 2021, and 
everyone who knows 
him had the exact same 
react ion:  ‘Holy shit . 
That makes PERFECT 
sense.’ No one had any 
doubt that he had the 

month, focus on presenting Southern California opera 
talent. The format can vary from month to month. On 
any given Opera Wednesday, one might hear a soprano, 
a mezzo, a tenor, and a bass or baritone sing selections 
of arias. It’s also possible to hear two sopranos and a 
baritone do duets or full scenes from operas. Art songs 
and Lieder are also on the menu from time to time. The 
setting is casual, with an indoor/outdoor area providing 
the operatic stage. Refreshments are served.

— Garrett Harris

Slow Death Promotions
Not since The Industry boarded up shop (due to too 
many noise complaints) in 2017 has the South Bay had 
a go-to spot for hungry punks to perform/mosh. Drip-

ping from a similar vein as The Industry, home-grown 
punk Elton Bernache started the promotion Slow Death 
last April for local San Diego acts to have a place to call 
home. The new all-ages promotion operates out of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles community center in National 
City, and recently secured an outdoor venue with non-
profit organization Vision Culture for a second space 
to host shows. Vision Culture is a foundation with val-
ues rooted in youth empowerment and community; the 
collaboration between the two makes sense, given each 
organization’s community outreach efforts. Over the 
past year, Slow Death has put on several benefit shows, 
as well as multiple food and toy drives. Since opening 
the doors, the National City promotion has hosted over 
twenty events, with no end in sight — and they can be 
as loud and rowdy as they damn well please. Bernache 
just asks that no more holes get punched in the walls: 
between running a new punk promotion, working full-
time, playing in multiple bands, and being a new dad, 
it’s tough for him to get in there to patch that shit up.

— Andrew Hamlin

Moxie Theater
Theater people are notoriously superstitious — viz. 
ghost lights, “break a leg,” The Scottish Play, etc. So I’m 
hesitant to say anything about Moxie while the women-
centric theater is in something of a delicate condition 
— co-founder and executive artistic director Jenni-
fer Eve Thorn has announced plans to step down next 
June, and it’s always a tricky business when a creator 
entrusts her creation to someone new. But the end of 
an era is a fitting time for encomiums, and I’m happy 
to report that during my (admittedly brief) run as the-
ater critic here at the Reader, no small theater — and 

2023

Slow Death Promotions lets ‘em get as loud 
and rowdy as they damn well please.
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talent it would take to 
do it. He’s a bigger guy, 
with tattoos, and he can 
be funky on a mic. His 
old bands might not 
have sounded just like 
[Smash Mouth],  but 
they had similar ele-
ments. Having some-
one who looks danger-

ous but is fun, funny, 
gracious — and has his 
act together — must be 
a huge relief for them. 
I  couldn’t  have been 
prouder or more excited 
to see it all get started 
and watch him abso-
lutely destroy, which is 
exactly what he did. I 

only told a few people, 
just so I could see their 
reaction and watch them 
go through all the same 
stages of shock, accep-
tance, and excitement.”

Goode’s San Diego de-
but with Smash Mouth 
came in September 2022; 
Gimbel was one of the 

many friends and for-
mer bandmates who at-
tended. “We’ve seen him 
do two shows so far, and 
smiling that hard hurts 
my face,” he says. “It is 
the craziest experience 
to watch one of your 
best friends sing some of 
the most famous songs 
in the last 25 years with 
what is now ‘his band’ 
and have thousands of 
people lose their mar-
bles. They played a surf 
contest in Oceanside on 
my birthday, and he ac-
tually remembered my 
name in the middle of 
their set. Not very Gee-
zer of him.”

It doesn’t suck when 
everyone knows 
the words
Goode is going through 
some stages of his own, 
and excitement and ac-
ceptance are definite-
ly among them. First, 
the excitement. “We’re 
working on a new album 
now,  going  song by 
song, and I want to pres-
ent a few that are appro-
priate for their style. 
They really are one of 
the most diverse bands. 
Maybe No Doubt is an-
other example of a band 
like that. They have the 
retro throwback ‘60s 
vibe that Ghoulspoon 
had. They’re super into 
Twin Peaks and David 
Lynch, and we used a 
lot of that stuff on our 
artwork in Ghoulspoon. 
So I’m trying to lean 
into that mindset when 
I write songs that I think 
would be appropriate 
for Smash Mouth: ana-
lyze what elements make 
up my favorite songs of 
theirs, and write in that 
mode consciously.” The 
practice has given him 
new regard for previous 
songwriter Greg Camp’s 
work. “I didn’t really ap-
preciate how great of a 
songwriter he was and is 
until I really deep dived 
into their catalog. They 

perhaps no theater, period — has been as consistently 
excellent in its selection and presentation of material. 
Thorn’s star turn as Joan of Arc’s mystified mom in 
Mother of the Maid stands out in memory, but it’s all 
been solid stuff: the clash of politics and generations 

in IRON and Birds of North America, the small-scale 
effects of a large-scale disaster in The Children, and 
the funnily frank sexual investigations of The Pleasure 
Trials. I’m naturally suspicious of “theater of a certain 
sort,” which makes their success all the more remark-
able. Here’s hoping Thorn’s successor keeps up with 
the leg-breaking.

— Matthew Lickona

The Old Globe
Where Moxie does a lot with a little, The Old Globe 
does a lot with a lot. So yeah, maybe it’s a bit silly to 
go gushing over San Diego’s most famous theater. But 
their recent productions of Under a Baseball Sky and 
Bob Fosse’s Dancin’ served as an excellent reminder of 
just how good the Globe is at all the aspects that, ahem, 
set the stage: sound, lighting, costumes, and oh my 
goodness yes, set design. Theater is magic: it doesn’t 
take much to make an audience believe that a cou-
ple of fake walls and a few chairs constitute a fully fur-
nished house. But when the Old Globe puts its consid-
erable resources to work building an urban showcase 
for a dance visionary or giving felt life to the story of a 

haunted vacant lot, the results are, at least occasionally, 
so immersive that your humble critic has to remember 
to pick up his pen. Of course, you’re not supposed to 
let all that scenery chew the actors, but next time you 
attend, maybe take a moment to appreciate the way it 
enhances their efforts.

— Matthew Lickona

2023

Mother of the Maid, just one of 
Moxie’s recent successes.

The Old Globe: somehow putting 
baseball on stage.

Goode also joined Geezer, a band that founder Adam Gimbel describes 
as “a grandpa-era musical comedy act that started back in 2005 

when my band Rookie Card covered the first Weezer album.”
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CELEBRATE EARTH DAY

FREE EVENT!

· Fix-it Clinic
· Tie-dye Workshop
· Live Entertainment
· Over 50 Green Vendors
· Fun & Games for Kids
· Food Trucks
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Bell bottoms are optional for this groovy event, which 
begins with a reception in the Fleet’s galleries followed by a 
special program in the Heikoff Giant Dome Theater, a live: 

auction, a three-course dinner and stellar dancing.

Guest of Honor: Katya Echazarreta 
Our guest of honor is Katya Echazarreta, a citizen  

astronaut and the first Mexican-born woman and the  
youngest American woman to fly to space..



had a lot of interesting 
elements to their music 
and his lyrics. He has a 
lot of third and fourth 
verses, which a lot of 
bands don’t. If he writes 
a song about a car, it’s 
every aspect of that car, 
and it all adds up in the 
clever wordplay.”

As we talk on Zoom, 
Goode and I are both 
listening to the same 
random Smash Mouth 
playl ist .  When their 
cover of Let’s Active’s 
“Ever y  Word Means 
No” comes on, his en-
ergy is palpable, despite 
the screens between us. 
“I don’t know if they 
ever played that one 
live. They haven’t with 
me yet, and I’d love to 
do it!” Smash Mouth 
is known for several of 
their covers, and Goode 
made his recording de-
but with the band in 
June of 2022, singing 
on a cover of the web-
weaponized Rick Astley 
hit “Never Gonna Give 
You Up.” (That was fol-
lowed by the original 
“4th of July,” on which 
he and the other band 
members shared a song-
writing credit.)

On to the acceptance. 
“It’s hard when you have 
a couple of huge radio 
smashes,” says Goode, 
“because they get over-
played and you become 
k now n for  t hat  one 
thing. You become That 
Band. But they have a 
deep catalog of a lot of 
really good songs” be-
sides the one that makes 
people “50 and up see 
us as ‘that Shrek band.’” 
That’s the magic of the 
movies. “But then the 
ones  under  that  age 
g roup  k n ow  a l l  t h e 
songs, and have actually 
listened to the records.” 
And overplayed or no, 
“it doesn’t suck to have 
several hits and walk out 
to everyone knowing the 
words to the songs.”

— Spike Steffenhagen

WE'RE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING, 
OUTDOOR DINING, AND TAKEOUT!

Hungry?

Traditional diner  
favorites,

home-style classics,
a true American Diner

Open 24/7 
2900 El Cajon Blvd.

619-282-8423 • Rudfords.com

any entree $10 and up when you show this ad. 
Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays.

 Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this 
coupon at the time of your order. Expires 4/14/23.

$2 OFF
any entree $10 and up when you show this ad. 

Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays.
Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this 

coupon at the time of your order. Expires 4/14/23.

$2 OFF

Established 1949

of 2022

Category Name 
here and here too

Finalist

Best
Late Night Menu

Brought to you by:

THANK YOU SPONSORS

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY

FREE EVENT!

· Fix-it Clinic
· Tie-dye Workshop
· Live Entertainment
· Over 50 Green Vendors
· Fun & Games for Kids
· Food Trucks
 …and more!

Saturday APRIL 15, 2023 • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Bayfront Park

980 Marina Way, Chula Vista (Off J Street)

www.chulavistaca.gov/southbayearthday
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You can submit a listing, download 
mp3s, watch videos, subscribe to 
event alerts, get directions, and find 
more information about these shows 
online at SDReader.com/music.

THIS WEEK’S 
SHOWS

Alila Marea Beach Resort:  
Thursday, 5pm — Helena 
Holleran. 
Saturday, 5pm — Christian 
Taylor.
Amplified Studios:  
Friday, 5pm — Topeka 
Clementine and Doll Riot. $10.
Balboa Theatre:  
Saturday, 8pm — Joanne Shaw 
Taylor. $35-$75.
Barefoot Bar and Grill:  
Friday, 6pm — Israel 
Maldonado. 
Saturday, 6pm — Sam Cary.
Bellamy’s Restaurant:  
Thursday, 6pm — Jake Taylor 
Smith. 
Saturday, 6pm — Helena 
Holleran.
Belly Up Tavern:  
Thursday, 8pm — Mason 
Jennings. $25. 
Friday & Saturday, 8pm — Super 
Diamond. $27-$48. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — Ronstadt 
Revival. $20-$35. 
Monday, 8pm — Rayland Baxter. 
Tuesday, 8pm — Lucero and The 
Shackletons. $32. 
Wednesday, 8pm — Brooks 
Nielsen. $35.
Bloom Nightclub:  
Saturday, 8pm — Snakehips.
Brew Coffee Spot:  
Saturday, 9am — Java Jazz 
Quartet. Free.
Brick by Brick:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Solar Fake. 
$18-$22. 
Friday, 7:30pm — Tejon Street 
Corner Thieves and Them 
Coulee Boys. $16-$20. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — Slim Jim 
Phantom Trio. $25-$30. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — Koffin Kats 
and Crazy & The Brains. $15-
$18.
California Wild Ales OB:  
Saturday, 2pm — Jefferson Jay.
Cannonball:  
Thursday, 5pm — Puro Feeling. 
Tuesday, 5pm — Israel 
Maldonado.
Casbah:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Lead Pony 
and Ten Bulls. $10. 
Friday, 8pm — Michigander. 
$15. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — smells like 
nirvana and Dead Original. $23. 
Monday, 7:30pm — Bobby and 
The Pins. $13. 
Tuesday, 7:30pm — Blair Gun 
and The Microblades. $10.
Duck Foot Brewing 
Company:  
Friday, 7pm — Amanda Portelo 
Duo. Free. 
Saturday, 7pm — Adeumazel. 
Free.
Duke’s La Jolla:  
Friday, 3pm — Orion Song. 
Sunday, 4pm — Kai Kalama. 
Tuesday, 4pm — Dalton Gazette.
Estancia La Jolla Hotel and 
Spa:  
Saturday, 6pm — Farrah Camu. 

Tuesday, 6pm — Puro Feeling. 
Wednesday, 6pm — Joanna 
Gerolaga.
Fairmont Grand Del Mar:  
Friday, 6pm — Dave Schulz. 
Saturday, 6pm — David Shyde.
Farmer & the Seahorse:  
Friday, 4:30pm — TJ Moss. 
Saturday, 11am — Andrew Pena. 
Sunday, 11am — Justin Froese.
First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of San Diego, 
Hillcrest:  
Sunday, 5pm — SD Children’s 
Intermediate & Piedmont East 
Bay Childen’s Choirs. Free.
Garage Kitchen + Bar:  
Friday, 7pm — Adam Bergoch.
House of Blues:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Colony 
House and Little Image. $27-$44. 
Friday, 7:30pm — Eric Bellinger. 
$20. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — Dirt 
Monkey & Jantsen. $25-$75. 
Wednesday, 7pm — The 
Lagoons. $20.
Humble Heart:  
Friday, 7pm — Someday Bloom, 
Getaway 95, Sweet Myths. $10.
Humphreys Backstage Music 
Club:  
Friday, 5pm — West of 5. $5.
Kava Lounge:  
Wednesday, 8pm — Brooks 
Nielsen.
L’Auberge Del Mar:  
Thursday, 5pm — David Shyde. 
Saturday, 7pm — Johnny Martin. 
Sunday, 11am — Rachel Jay.
La Jolla Community Center:  
Tuesday, 6pm — Jacquelyne 
Silver: They’re Playing Our Song. 
$20-$80.
La Valencia Hotel:  
Friday, 6pm — Keni Yarbro. 
Saturday, 11am — Perry O’Neal. 
Saturday, 6pm — Zach 
Churchill. 
Sunday, 11am — Jesse Johnson.
Lakehouse Hotel & Resort:  
Saturday, 4:30pm — Prince 
Again. $45.
Lawrence Family Jewish 
Community Center:  
Thursday, Saturday, & Sunday, 
6pm — Indian Music & Dance 
Festival. $30-$40.
Loews Coronado Bay Resort:  
Friday, 7pm — DevvLov. 
Saturday, 7pm — Marelle.
Madam Bonnie’s:  
Thursday, 7pm — Nimbus Jazz. 
Free. 
Friday, 7pm — Andrea Loraine 
Quartet. Free. 
Saturday, 7pm — Karlos Paez 
Trio. $1-$100.
Mission Bay Resort:  
Thursday, 6pm — Jemille Vialet. 
Saturday, 6pm — Jason Hibler. 
Sunday, 6pm — Farrah Camu. 
Monday, 6pm — Andrew Peña. 
Wednesday, 6pm — Keni Yarbro.
Mr. Peabody’s Bar & Grill:  
Friday, 9pm — Custard Pie. 
Saturday, 9pm — Big Time.
Music Box:  
Thursday, 7pm — Half Hour 
Late, Joe Marson, Jaden. $12. 
Friday, 7:30pm — Soulfly. $27. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — Reggie 
Watts. $42. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — O Berkley, 
Where Hart Thou.

Nick & G’s:  
Saturday, 6pm — Lele Rose.
Nicky Rottens:  
Sunday, 4pm — Top SUNdays. 
Free.
Observatory North Park:  
Friday, 7pm — Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra. $119-$205. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — Eddie Zuko. 
$47-$139.
Open Air Theatre:  
Monday, 7:30pm — Dead Can 
Dance.
Pilgrim United Church of 
Christ:  
Saturday, 7:30pm — Foolish 
Stories & Songs. $15-$18.
Prohibition:  
Monday, 9pm — Liquid Bricks 
Jazz Trio.
ReBru Spirits:  
Saturday, 7pm — Drunkard’s 
Dream Arts & Music Festival. 
$30-$40.
Rustic Root:  
Tuesday, 4pm — Johnny Martin.
San Diego Marriott Del Mar:  
Friday, 6pm — Jonny Tarr. Free.
Sandbox Pizza:  
Saturday, 9pm — SeoulFul 
KPop/KMusic Night. Free.
Side Yard:  
Saturday, 6pm — Matt 
Aukerman. 
Wednesday, 6pm — Olivia 
Rohde.
Soda Bar:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Theo 
Kandel. $18. 
Friday, 7:30pm — 
Thumpasaurus. $18. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — The 
Havnauts and Sam Ritchie. $12. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — Xiu Xiu. $25. 
Monday, 7:30pm — Band 
Argument and Loolowningen. 
$15. 
Tuesday, 7:30pm — Emily Nenni. 
$18. 
Wednesday, 7:30pm — 
Cryogeyser and Kraus. $18.
Soma:  
Tuesday, 7pm — Mac Ayres. $30.
South Carlsbad State Beach 
Campground:  
Thursday, 5pm — Lasley and 
Randolph. 
Friday, 5pm — Sonic Nectar. 
Free.
Star Theatre:  
Saturday, 6pm & 8pm — Rock N 
Lasers. $30-$35.
Sycuan Live & Up Close 
Theatre:  
Friday, 8pm — Free Fallin. $29-
$39.
Tidal:  
Saturday, 5pm — Calli Grace.
Til-Two Club:  
Friday, 8:30pm — The Wee 
Beasties and Beta 7.
Union Kitchen & Tap:  
Saturday, 9pm — It’s Just Noize. 
Free.
Waterbar:  
Thursday, 4pm — Marcela 
Mendez.
Waterfront Park:  
Saturday, 6pm — Boots In The 
Park. $129-$349.
Westfield University Towne 
Centre:  
Thursday, 12pm — Ben 
Benavente. 

Saturday
Pederson.
Winstons Beach Club: 
Thursday
Release Party. $15-$20.
Friday
and Turtle Logic. $10.
Saturday
Rights Band and Zen Zag. $10.
Tuesday
Hayden Band. 
WorldBeat Cultural Center: 
Saturday
Album Release Party. $5-$10.

411 Market St., San Diego, 
CA 92101. : 
Saturday, Apr. 8
Swingin Jazz Ensemble. $1-$100.
Alila Marea Beach Resort: 
Thursday, Apr. 6
Friday, Apr. 7
Saturday, Apr. 8
Martin.
American Legion Post 416: 
Saturday, Apr. 15
Free
Athenaeum Music and Arts 
Library: 
Friday, Apr. 7
Evenings with Jefferson Jay.
Friday, Apr. 21
Evenings with Jefferson Jay.
Balboa Theatre: 
Wednesday, Apr. 19
Lightfoot. $56-$455.
Barefoot Bar and Grill: 
Friday, Apr. 7
Saturday, Apr. 8
Dagrezio.
Bellamy’s Restaurant: 
Thursday, Apr. 6
Smith.
Saturday, Apr. 8
Peña.
Thursday, Apr. 13
Smith.

Black; -; BLURT

Block boy breaks out 
“Lil Maru” Macias is among 
the most lit rappers in San 
Diego — at least, judging by 
the 19-year-old’s social media. 
A combination of melodic 
rapping, singing, and mum-
bling has pulled the hip-hop 
artist some staggering inter-
net numbers: as this piece 
goes to print, his TikTok vids 
have earned over 12 million 
plays. “After TikTok, bro, that 

shit went crazy,” Macias said 
in a recent On The Radar 
radio interview. “It went up a 
different type of way.”

Lil Maru’s stage name 
is a play on Maru Uchiha, 
a character in the Naruto 
anime universe after whom 
his peers nicknamed him 
in middle school. His first 
upload to TikTok was in July, 
when he posted a 20-second 
clip from his “On the Block” 
music video. The post thanked 
listeners, and was embel-
lished with a “For Your Page” 
hashtag, which invited folks to 
reuse and share his work.  He 
then uploaded a shorter clip 
from the same video, along 
with a “Who is that?” pop 
up caption that yielded the 
answer, “I’m an 18 year-old 
Mexican artist.”

Thousands of listeners 
worldwide posted their own 
TikToks featuring “On the 
Block,” thanks in part to lyrics 
like “Ay, I be on the block with 
my gang, blowing gas / I never 

liked school, I was always 
skipping class.” On March 
14, Maru’s TikTok included 
footage of school kids hav-
ing fun and dancing to the 
song, along with an older 
person — perhaps a teacher 
or parent — who danced in 
unison with the groms. The 
619 rapper’s snippet went 
viral, and drew widespread 
attention to his Spotify chan-
nel, where listeners could hear 

his other songs, including 
“Change Up,” “Been 2 Gone,” 
and “Save Me.” All told, his 
Spotify has garnered over 42 
million plays. Maru scored 
an additional seven million 
plays on YouTube with the full 
three-and-a-half minute “On 
the Block” music video. He 
appears in the video clad in an 
all-white outfit and an iced-
out necklace as he sings on the 
San Diego streets and alleys 
with a bottle of Hennessy in 
hand, rapping lyrics like “You 
said that’s your girl / then why 
the hell she at my shows?” His 
2021 single “Issues” earned 
some national press, and he 
teamed up with fellow local Lil 
Weirdo on a video for “Money 
in the Bank.” An EP dropped 
in late 2022: From Me 2 You.

His videos have racked 
up around 45 million total 
YouTube views, which helped 
bring the “Nothing into Some-
thing” artist into stardom; 
he’s parlayed his fame into 
sold-out out shows across the 

country. Lil Maru and fellow 
San Diegan 22Gfay recently 
toured 15 cities with GirlzLuh-
Dev for their From Me 2 You 
tour. Video clips are surfacing 
online of younger concertgo-
ers stampeding the San Diego 
rappers. 

After a few of Maru’s recent 
drops, including “Soda Shop-
ping” featuring Fenix Flexin, 
and “Feel Aight,” some online 
comments indicate that listen-
ers can’t quite pinpoint his 
vocals. They wonder if Maru 
cranks up the Auto-Tune on 
his computer, if he’s using a 
vocoder, or if his high-pitched 
vocals are 100 percent all-
natural. And it’s not just teens 
checking out the bass-infused 

melodic rap music; 
millennials are 
also down. “I 
don’t know what 
this [vocal style] 
is called, but I’m 
going to say it is 
Auto-Tune,” says 
local millennial 
DJ Ricky ZMan. 
“Or it could be TC-
Helicon VoiceLive, 
it’s almost like a 
talk box and Auto-
Tune.” ZMan grew 
up listening to the 
late Roger Trout-
man and T-Pain, 
who similarly 

altered their voices in their 
popular tracks. “Maru’s sound, 
it’s badass,” he concludes.

Maru has mentioned in 
previous interviews that he 
was influenced by The Beatles, 
a unique choice for a Gen Z 
rapper. To me, he seems not so 
much swayed by The Beatles’ 
musical catalogue, but by their 
pulse-pounding celebrity, 
the “mania” they were able 
to inspire. That’s something 
he aspires to emulate. And 
judging by the sheer amount 
of fan response in his online 
comment sections, Lil Maru 
may be the next local boy gone 
global. As he raps in “On the 
Block,” “I’m a block boy, yeah, 
I came up from the mud / I’m 
rapping on the weekends, I just 
have it in my blood.”

— Mike Madriaga

the inside track

CONTRIBUTORS
Robert Bush, Andrew Hamlin, 
Dryw Keltz, Jay Allen Sanford, 
Spike Steff enhagen

Find Blurt online at SDReader.com/blurt

Marumania? Lil Maru says his influences include the Fab Four.
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, 4pm — Top SUNdays. 

 
, 7pm — Unknown Mortal 

, 7:30pm — Eddie Zuko. 

, 7:30pm — Dead Can 

, 9pm — Liquid Bricks 

, 7pm — Drunkard’s 
Dream Arts & Music Festival. 

, 4pm — Johnny Martin.
San Diego Marriott Del Mar:  

Free.

Havnauts and Sam Ritchie. $12. 
, 7:30pm — Xiu Xiu. $25. 

Argument and Loolowningen. 

, 7:30pm — Emily Nenni. 

, 7pm — Mac Ayres. $30.
South Carlsbad State Beach 

, 5pm — Lasley and 

, 5pm — Sonic Nectar. 

, 6pm & 8pm — Rock N 

, 8pm — Free Fallin. $29-

, 5pm — Calli Grace.

, 9pm — It’s Just Noize. 

, 6pm — Boots In The 

Westfield University Towne 

Saturday, 12pm — Mikael 
Pederson.
Winstons Beach Club:  
Thursday, 9pm — Alific Album 
Release Party. $15-$20. 
Friday, 9pm — The Jam Berries 
and Turtle Logic. $10. 
Saturday, 9pm — The Equal 
Rights Band and Zen Zag. $10. 
Tuesday, 9pm — The David 
Hayden Band. Free.
WorldBeat Cultural Center:  
Saturday, 6:30pm — Deja Yo 
Album Release Party. $5-$10.

UPCOMING 
SHOWS

411 Market St., San Diego, 
CA 92101. :  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Frankly 
Swingin Jazz Ensemble. $1-$100.
Alila Marea Beach Resort:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Kai Kalama. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Puro Feeling. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Johnny 
Martin.
American Legion Post 416:  
Saturday, Apr. 15 — 8 East Band. 
Free.
Athenaeum Music and Arts 
Library:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Acoustic 
Evenings with Jefferson Jay. 
Friday, Apr. 21 — Acoustic 
Evenings with Jefferson Jay.
Balboa Theatre:  
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Gordon 
Lightfoot. $56-$455.
Barefoot Bar and Grill:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Rachel Jay. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Gabriele 
Dagrezio.
Bellamy’s Restaurant:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Jake Taylor 
Smith. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Andrew 
Peña. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Jake Taylor 
Smith.

Belly Up Tavern:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Brooks 
Nielsen. $35. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — The Aquadolls 
and The Sully Band. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Pinback and 
Disheveled Cuss. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — G. Love & 
Special Sauce. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Dulaney & 
Company and Folklorick. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Gabriels. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Brothers 
Comatose. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — The 
Spazmatics. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Isreal 
Vibration. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Victor 
Wooten & the Wooten Brothers. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Kanekoa 
and Slack Key ‘Ohana.
Booze Brothers Brewing 
Company:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Matthew Logan 
Vasquez and Parker Gispert.
Brew Coffee Spot:  
Friday, Apr. 14 — Java Jazz 
Quartet. Free.
Brick by Brick:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Sabbath Tribute 
Show. $10. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — L.A. 
Guns. $25-$30. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Knoll and 
God is War. $12-$15. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Pyrexia, 
Embryonic Autopsy, Yotuma. 
$15-$18. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Vampires 
Everywhere and Saving Vice. 
$15-$20. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Vader and 
Krisiun. $25-$30. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Every 
Ave., Makeout, Unwell. $20-$26.
Cannonball:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Joanna 
Gerolaga. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Ben 
Benavente. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — Kai Kalama.
Casbah:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Screaming 
Females and Generacion Suicida. 

$21. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Jesse Daniel and 
Two Runner. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Jupiter Flight. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — City of the Sun. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Etran de 
L’Aïr. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Now 
What and Gable. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Xeno & 
Oaklander and Martial Canterel. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — The Silent 
Comedy and Shane Hall. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Tenci. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Bratty. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Taking Back 
Monday and Summer Years. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — The 
Amalgamated and Lemon 
Honey.
Duck Foot Brewing 
Company:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Dead Heads 
Night. Free. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Swive & 
Earthworm Sue. Free. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — SD Jazz 
Collective. Free. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Hadley Rentz. 
Free. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Anthony 
Cullins. Free.
Duke’s La Jolla:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Kekoa. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Kai Kalama. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Farrah Camu. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Kekoa. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — Jehua Evans.
Estancia La Jolla Hotel and 
Spa:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Ben 
Benavente. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Andrew Peña. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Johnny Martin. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Israel 
Maldonado. Free. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Christian 
Taylor. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — David Shyde. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Rachel Jay. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Helena 
Holleran.
Fairmont Grand Del Mar:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Jemille Vialet. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Helena 
Holleran. 

619-284-0158

www.TheTowerBar.com

Tue, 4/4

SOMETHING FUNKY 
Funk, Jazz, Blues, Soul,  
& Boogaloo

Fri, 3/31

THE FOUNTAIN OF 
YOUTH 
Swive • The Wine Club

Thu, 3/30

CDSM

Sat, 4/1 @ 2pm

STRYCHNINE NINETY 
NINE 
The Pictographs • VFMS 
Hamapple • LMA 
Hector Penalosa

Sat, 4/1 @ 9pm

TOXINS 
Boss’ Daughter 
Midnight Track

Mon, 4/3

LADY DOTTIE & 
THE DIAMONDS

3615 EL CAJON BLVD. 92104

Thu, 3/30 @ Soda

THEO KANDELL
WYATT PIKE • MARK SHIIBA

Sun, 4/2 @ Soda

XIU XIU
CARRIE FELLER (HEXA)

Mon, 4/3 @ Soda

BAND ARGUMENT
LOOLOWNINGEN • INUS

Tue, 4/4 @ Soda

EMILY NENNI
KIMMI BITTER

Wed, 4/5 @ Soda

CRYOGEYSER
KRAUS • MOONDADDY

Tue, 4/4 @ SOMA, 6:30pm
MAC AYRES

Fri, 3/31 @ Soda
THUMPASAURUS
FRESH VEGGIES MICRO BRASS

Sat, 4/1 @ Soda

THE HAVNAUTS
SAM RITCHIE
KASS ROSE GOLD 
NO CAR GARAGE

Wed, 3/29 @ Soda
GIRL GOD

GRAND 
COMEDY CLUB

340 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, 
CA 92025 • 760-741-LAFF (5233)

GrandComedyClub.com

GRAND 
COMEDY CLUB

CALEB SYNAN
(NBC, Conan, Comedy Central)

James P Connolly
Fri, 3/31 @6:30pm & 8:30pm
Sat, 4/1 @6:30pm & 8:30pm

LACHLAN PATTERSON
(NBC, Fox, Starz)

Kevin Davis • Joe Grillo
Fri, 4/7 @6:30pm & 8:30pm
Sat, 4/8 @6:30pm & 8:30pm

FRANCISCO RAMOS
(Netflix, HBO)

Brandon Vestal • James Schrader
Fri, 4/14 @6:30pm & 8:30pm
Sat, 4/15 @6:30pm & 8:30pm

Formed in 2016 as Sights & Sages, alt-experimental rock band 
Ten Bulls was founded by members who had also played to-
gether in local groups such as Neveready and Love Glow. Their 
debut Ten Bulls album The Physician’s Magician was released 
in late 2020. They’ll appear at the Casbah on Thursday, March 
30, along with fellow locals Lead Pony, whose founding mem-
bers met while attending art programs at SDSU.

Cleopatra Degher was 20 when she released her debut EP in 
summer 2012. Her sister Cordelia Degher dropped her first EP 
Open Up in 2015. The sisters joined together in 2020, calling 
themselves Stark Shay. A new single drops March 31, “Days 
of Change,” described by songwriter Darius Dagher (the duo’s 
father) as “a philosophical heartbreaker, about a relationship 
coming apart and the ensuing Zen-inspired realization that life 
continues anyway, change being the only certainty for any of us.” 

Artist/producer Brendan Dane, aka Alific, lived in San Diego for 
six years and played reggae bass before relocating to Wash-
ington DC. His sophomore full-length Echoes From The Soul, 
featuring collaborations with Scott Woodruff and Kevin Bong 
of local reggae heroes Stick Figure, premiered at number two 
on the reggae iTunes and Billboard charts. He’ll debut a new 
album at Winstons in OB on Thursday, March 30, with a lineup 
that includes Divina of Boostive and Aaron Wolf.

On April 2 at the Music Box, Jeff Berkley and Calman Hart will 
once again present their tribute to the film O Brother, Where Art 
Thou? with an all-star staging of O Berkley, Where Hart Thou? 
The evening features Berkley Hart along with the reunited 7th 
Day Buskers, including Shawn Rohlf, Robin Henkel, Melissa 
Dow, Doug Walker, and Peter Sharp. Also appearing will be Tim 
Flannery, Black Market III, Astra Kelly, Cathryn Beeks, Justin 
Rodriguez, Grandpadrew, and Story & Tune.

For the second year, the Drunkard’s Dream Arts & Music Festival 
returns to Barrio Logan’s ReBru Spirits on April 1. Chest Fever, 
featuring members of Mrs. Henry, will be recreating Music From 
Big Pink, the debut album from Canadian rock group The Band. 
The bill includes The Mattson 2, Chest Fever, Boostive, Drug 
Hunt, Zander Schloss (Circle Jerks), Low Volts, The Sleepwalk-
ers, Spacehall Sound Machine, and Mike Pope with Ripening.

TEN BULLS

STARK SHAY

ALIFIC

BERKLEY HART

DRUNKARD’S DREAM

Find LIVE FIVE online at sandiegoreader.com/musicJAY ALLEN SANFORD
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Friday, Apr. 14 — Tyler F. 
Simmons.
Farmer & the Seahorse:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Gabriele 
Dagrezio. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Kristi Krause. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Alex 
Elisabeth. 

Sunday, Apr. 9 — TJ Moss. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Sean 
McCole. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Danielle 
Angeloni. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Blaise Guld.
Five Suits Brewing:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Into The 
Void. Free.
Grand Ole BBQ Flinn 
Springs:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Clinton Davis 
String Band. Free.
Harry Griffen Regional Park:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Spring Harp 
Fest. Free.
Holding Company:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Jonny Tarr 
Album Release.
House of Blues:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Steel Panther 

and Crobot. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Felly. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Babyface 
Ray. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Pop Evil. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Latrice 
Royale. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Chelsea Grin 
and Carnifex. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Pouya with 
Fat Nick. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Felly and 
Thankgod4cody.
Humphreys Backstage Music 
Club:  
Saturday, Apr. 15 — 3 Car 
Garage.
Humphreys by the Bay:  
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — They 
Might Be Giants. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — They Might 
Be Giants. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Christine & 

the Queens. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — FKJ.
Kava Lounge:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Brooks 
Nielsen.
L’Auberge Del Mar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — David Shyde. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Alex Elisabeth. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Jemille Vialet. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Marelle. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Jarred 
Matthew. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Jesse Johnson.
La Jolla Community Center:  
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Jacquelyne 
Silver: They’re Playing Our Song. 
$20-$80.
La Valencia Hotel:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Jackie Foster. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Keni Yarbro. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Rachel Jay. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Jonny Tarr. 

Sunday, Apr. 9 — Helena 
Holleran. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Brian Pierini. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Brian 
Pierini. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Keni Yarbro. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Johnny 
Martin. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Tolan Shaw.
Landings at Carlsbad:  
Saturday, Apr. 15 — West of 5. 
Free.
Loews Coronado Bay Resort:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Nathan Welden. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Dalton 
Gazette. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Kekoa. 
Friday, Apr. 21 — Farrah Camu.
Madam Bonnie’s:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Ghost Jazz 
Trio. $1-$100. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Andrea Loraine 
Quintet. $1-$100. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — DJ & 
Saxophone Collaboration. 
$1-$100. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Liquid Bricks 
Classic Jazz Trio. $1-$100. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Mar Picao 
Latin Jazz Fusion. $1-$100.
Magnolia Performing Arts 
Center:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Kenny Metcalf: 
Elton John Tribute.
Mesa College:  
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Justin 
Grinnell Jazz Trio. Free. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Jazz in the 
Courtyard. Free. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Dr. Todd 
Rewoldt. Free.
Mission Bay Resort:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Christian 
Taylor. 

Friday, Apr. 7 — Matt 
Aukerman. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Lauren Leigh. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Lele Rose. 
Monday, Apr. 10 — Jesse 
Johnson. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Gabriele 
Dagrezio. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Blaise Guld. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Mike Myrdal. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Michael 
LeClerc. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Ben Powell. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — Helena 
Holleran. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Jemille 
Vialet.
Moonshine Beach:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Kylie 
Morgan. $15-$20.
Morgan Run Resort and 
Club:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Johnny Martin. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Christian 
Taylor.
Music Box:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — X. $40. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Mustache 
Harbor. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — SunSquabi. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Bumpin 
Uglies and Kyle Smith. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Anesthesia. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Health and 
Author & Punisher. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Drew Zingg & 
Tom Scott: Music of Steely Dan.
Navajo Live:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Nights Like 
Thieves and Ikana. $8-$10.
Nick & G’s:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Farrah Camu. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Helena 
Holleran.

Nova SD:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Dillion 
Francis.
Observatory North Park:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Broadway Rave. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — The 
Buttertones. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Joshua Bassett. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Spiritbox. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Murder City 
Devils. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Jxdn and 
Beauty School Dropout.
Pechanga Arena San Diego:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — New Edition. 
$74-$164. 
Monday, Apr. 10 — Muse.
Petco Park:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — John Summit & 
Green Velvet. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Kodak Black 
and NLE Choppa. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Kodak Black 
and NLE Choppa.
Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — ABBA-
Mania.
Prohibition:  
Monday, Apr. 17 — Liquid Bricks 
Jazz Trio.
Rady Shell at Jacobs Park:  
Monday, Apr. 10 — Keshi.
Rustic Root:  
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — David Shyde. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — Tolan Shaw.
Saddle Bar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Into The 
Void. Free.
San Diego Civic Theatre:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Yo-Yo Ma 
and Kathryn Stott. $40.
San Diego Marriott Del Mar:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Christian 
Taylor.
San Diego Natural History 
Museum:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Fairy Tale Ball: 
Dance Party. $50-$75.
Scripps Miramar Ranch 
Library:  
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Lori Bell Jazz 
Trio. Free.
Seabird:  
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Keni Yarbro.
Seven Grand:  
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Amy 
Annellle.
Side Yard:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Mike Myrdal. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Blaise 
Guld. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Andrew 
Peña. 

4671 Park Blvd., San Diego, 92116 • 10 am - 2 am

$5 Wells, $4 Domestics
Extensive Craft Beer Selection 

Happy Hour All Day Everyday

4746 El Cajon Blvd.

619-255-1481
facebook.com/tiltwoclubsandiego

KARAOKE EVERY MONDAY!

www.TilTwoClub.com

Sat, April 8 @ 6pm
OPEN VINYL 

DJ NIGHT

Wed, March 29
EXANIMATE

Tardigrade • The Thrill Killers
Thu, March 30

CITY SOUL COLLECTIVE
Fri, March 31

THE WEE BEASTIES
Beta 7 • Hot Damn Scandal 
Gloomy June • Butt Candy

Sat, April 1 @ 7pm
TIKITRONIC 

Doc Parks Bar Takeover
Sun, April 2 @ 6:30pm

NIKKI HILL 
Taryn Donath Trio ft. Laura Chavez 

DJ Laura Jane

Sun, April 9
STEAKSAUCE MUSTACHE

Koningsor • Sucio

Fri, April 7
SPRING BREAK FOREVER

Bar Takeover • Art Show • DJs

Thu, April 6
ROGUE STEREO

Weep Wave • Jaws

San D
iego Reader M

arch 30, 2023  29

Find The Gonzo Report online at sandiegoreader.com/gonzo

Trauma in 
the Sunshine

Sad Silent Comedy doc premieres 
in Oceanside theater

“Where the fuck is the red carpet?” I think to 
myself as I mosey into the lobby of the Sunshine 
Brooks Theater. My ticket for this segment of the 
Oceanside International Film Festival clearly states, 
“Opening Night World Premiere Film Event & 
Red Carpet Reception,” and yet the carpet is dark 
blue and no one is asking me who designed my 
outfit. For the fashion record: I’m wearing a hoodie 
with the logo for True Blood, the old HBO series. 
Miffed that I won’t be able to deliver my planned 
pontifications on vampire rights, I decide to focus 
on my real reason for attending: the premier of the 
documentary film I Am Alright: Music, Madness, 
and the Fall of the Silent Comedy, an event which 

is supposed to include a perfor-
mance by the titular local band.

I meander around, chatting 
with other attendees, people like 
Temecula-based singer Joanna 
Pearl, who wears black clothing that 
reminds me of Catwoman, with 
pearls sewn onto her gloves instead 
of sharpened claws. (She denies 
ever using the gloves as mollusk 
knuckles to hit someone.) I end up 
chatting with her companion, who 
will identify himself only as “That 
British Guy.” The music industry 
knowledge he displays gives him away as an insider, 
but I respect his desire for anonymity.

I go outside to smoke and see a woman whose 
nametag identifies her as film director Nicole 
Emilíana Mendez, and we talk about her entry for 
the festival. The short film is called Bad Child, and 
addresses Mendez’s sexual abuse, a subject made 
even more intense by her filing charges against her 
childhood assailant while creating the film. It’s not 
being screened tonight, but she shares a viewing 
copy with me. (Later, I find it matches the focused 
resolve and anger I sensed in her voice and eyes 
when we chatted. It’s weaponized trauma.)

Inside the theater, Joshua Zimmerman of the 
Silent Comedy and director Krista Liney introduce I 

Am Alright. Zimmerman tells 
the audience that the film deals 
with mental health, and that if 
anyone needs a break, it’s alright 
to step outside. My eyes roll 
involuntarily at the mention of 
“trigger warnings,” and I inter-
nally scoff at the notion of “safe 
spaces.” The film tells a story 
that is so familiar it has become 
hackneyed: brothers make 
music together, more members 
join, and it catches on, leading 
to recording contracts and 

the challenge to artistic integrity brought on by 
corporate greed and demands for trend-chasing that 
threaten to destroy what made the band special to 
begin with. When the members talk about paying 
for the recording of their own album while signed 
to a recording contract, I want to yell at the screen, 
“Fucking run, dudes!” They all mention a manager, 
but never reveal the manager’s name, which may 
hint that they are still somehow under the thumb of 
whoever it is. And then the recordings are played. 
These aren’t songs, they’re the voices of Joshua and 
his brother Jeremiah, captured on a ranch in Texas, 
where they were paying to make a record.

Footage capturing Joshua in the throes of a 
mental breakdown was used to prove the gravity of 

the situation to their father — to influence him to 
get help for his son. I step out to piss, but not because 
I need a break. Still, the decompression washing 
over me isn’t about my bladder. It’s a relief from the 
intensity of the film. Later, when 91X’s Lou Niles 
hosts a Q&A with Joshua and others, an audience 
member asks if they can ask a question. But there are 
no questions. Instead, people are sharing their own 
mental health struggles, thanking the filmmakers, 
and thanking Joshua.

The Silent Comedy performs shortly after, and 
it’s a triumph when Joshua sings the last song, “I Am 
Alright.” Part of me wants to give the man a hug, 
but there are too many people around him in the 
lobby. I chat with That British Guy, wondering who 
the deliberately unnamed Silent Comedy manager 
is. He tells me, “It’s easy enough to find out, but it 
doesn’t matter. They’re all the same.” It’s a bleak and 
mostly accurate statement.

Bad Child and I Am Alright get nominated for 
a combined six awards at the festival, with I Am 
Alright winning one for Best Original Score. But 
art isn’t measured by awards; it’s measured by 
how it provokes and moves the audience. With 
smartass red carpet antics now the furthest thing 
from my mind, the conversations of departing 
attendees about mental health and the similari-
ties of all our struggles carry me on a comforting 
wave to my car. ■
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Alright, alright, alright: Joshua 
Zimmerman performs at premiere
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 — Lauren Leigh. 

 — Blaise Guld. 
 — Mike Myrdal. 

 — Ben Powell. 

 — Jemille 

 — Johnny Martin. 

 — SunSquabi. 
 — Bumpin 

 — Anesthesia. 
 — Health and 

 — Drew Zingg & 
Tom Scott: Music of Steely Dan.

 — Farrah Camu. 

Nova SD:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Dillion 
Francis.
Observatory North Park:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Broadway Rave. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — The 
Buttertones. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Joshua Bassett. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Spiritbox. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Murder City 
Devils. 
Monday, Apr. 17 — Jxdn and 
Beauty School Dropout.
Pechanga Arena San Diego:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — New Edition. 
$74-$164. 
Monday, Apr. 10 — Muse.
Petco Park:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — John Summit & 
Green Velvet. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Kodak Black 
and NLE Choppa. 
Sunday, Apr. 9 — Kodak Black 
and NLE Choppa.
Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — ABBA-
Mania.
Prohibition:  
Monday, Apr. 17 — Liquid Bricks 
Jazz Trio.
Rady Shell at Jacobs Park:  
Monday, Apr. 10 — Keshi.
Rustic Root:  
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — David Shyde. 
Tuesday, Apr. 18 — Tolan Shaw.
Saddle Bar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Into The 
Void. Free.
San Diego Civic Theatre:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Yo-Yo Ma 
and Kathryn Stott. $40.
San Diego Marriott Del Mar:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Christian 
Taylor.
San Diego Natural History 
Museum:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Fairy Tale Ball: 
Dance Party. $50-$75.
Scripps Miramar Ranch 
Library:  
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Lori Bell Jazz 
Trio. Free.
Seabird:  
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Keni Yarbro.
Seven Grand:  
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Amy 
Annellle.
Side Yard:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Mike Myrdal. 
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Blaise 
Guld. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Andrew 
Peña. 

Soda Bar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Two 
Another. $27. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Taylor Swift 
Dance Night. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Death Cab 
For Karaoke. 
Monday, Apr. 10 — Tyson 
Motsenbocker. 
Tuesday, Apr. 11 — Surl. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Girl Ultra 
and Foudeqush. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Los Bitchos. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Gungor 
and Micah Bentley.

Soma:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Yeat. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Key Glock.
Sound:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — Colin Hay. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — 
Yungblud.
South Carlsbad State Beach 
Campground:  
Friday, Apr. 14 — The Ram.
Thornton Winery:  
Friday, Apr. 14 — Brothers 
Igniting a Groove.
Tidal:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Joanna 
Gerolaga.

Til-Two Club:  
Wednesday, Apr. 12 — Funky 
Thigh Collectors.
Tio Leo’s:  
Friday, Apr. 7 — 3 Car Garage.
University Club Atop 
Symphony Towers:  
Saturday, Apr. 8 — David Shyde.
VYBZ Nightclub :  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — The Industry 
TakeOver. $20-$75.
Waterbar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Ryan Hiller. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Puro 
Feeling.

Westfield University Towne 
Centre:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Ben 
Benavente. 
Friday, Apr. 7 — Joanna 
Gerolaga. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Jackie Foster. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Ben 
Benavente. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — Olivia Rohde. 
Sunday, Apr. 16 — Blu Gruv. 
Thursday, Apr. 20 — Ben 
Benavente. 
Friday, Apr. 21 — Jesse Johnson. 
Saturday, Apr. 22 — Mike 
Myrdal.

Whistle Stop Bar:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — Torpedo. 
Wednesday, Apr. 19 — Night 
Beats.
Winstons Beach Club:  
Thursday, Apr. 6 — King Margo 
and Gabe Lee. $10-$12. 
Saturday, Apr. 8 — Eggy. $12-
$15. 
Thursday, Apr. 13 — Bill & Jilian 
Nershi featuring Jason Hann. 
$25. 
Friday, Apr. 14 — SD Music 
Awards Showcase. $10. 
Saturday, Apr. 15 — Indubious 
and Sierra Marin. $15.

4671 Park Blvd., San Diego, 92116 • 10 am - 2 am

$5 Wells, $4 Domestics
Extensive Craft Beer Selection 

Happy Hour All Day Everyday

CASH PAID
RECORDS CASSETTES CD’S

VINTAGE + MODERN BAND TSHIRTS 
GUITARS MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

RECORD PLAYERS
ALL THINGS ODD WEIRD AND STRANGE

2834 NORTH PARK WAY
SAN DIEGO CA 92104

(619) 414-7352OPEN 
12PM - 8Pm 
EVERYDAY

HTTPS://FULLCONTACTROCKNROLL.COM
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Like many classical music 
fans, I was introduced to 
Alma Deutscher several 
years ago via a 60 Minutes 
report. I was struck by 
her musicianship and 
her devotion to creating 
melodies. I have lamented 
long and hard about the 
demise of melody in modern 
classical compositions. In 
Alma Deutscher, I saw the 
champion that melody 
needed. On March 4, her 
new operatic musical 
premiered. I am happy 
to report that Alma has 
evolved into an 18-year-old 
paladin for melody.

For those not familiar 
with Alma, she is, in many 
ways, Mozart reincarnated 
as a precocious British 
girl. She plays the violin 
and piano at a concert 

level — like Mozart. She 
has composed a concerto 
for each instrument and 
performs them herself. She 
improvises like Mozart. And 
now, like Mozart, she has 
moved to Vienna.

In 2019, she debuted to a 
sold-out audience at Carn-
egie Hall. The concert was 
dedicated to her composi-
tions, and it was a resound-
ing success. (Her Waltz of 
the Sirens from that concert 
is available on YouTube, 
and I found it to be a rev-
elation.) Before the perfor-
mance, Alma explained that 
she’s been told that melody 
and beautiful harmonies 
are not acceptable in seri-
ous classical music because 
“in the 21st Century, music 
must reflect the ugliness of 
the modern world. In this 

waltz, instead of trying to 
make my music artificially 
ugly...I went in exactly the 
opposite direction. I took 
some ugly sounds from 
the modern world and I 
tried to turn them into 
something more beautiful, 
through music.”

Is there a better defini-
tion of the role of art in 
society? An artist takes the 
ugliness of the world and 
transforms it into some-
thing sublime and beauti-
ful. I was always under the 
impression that one of clas-
sical music’s primary roles 
was to show the potential 
beauty of the world. Alma’s 
Waltz of the Sirens does 
just that.

The musical that pre-
miered in Vienna on March 
4 is called The Emperor’s 

New Waltz. In it, Alma 
draws parallels between 
the function of classical 
melodies and popular 
tunes. The villain of the 
piece is a musical academic 
who pushes ugly modern 
classical music. In this, she 
is also like Mozart. Mozart 
had a cultural axe to grind 
and grind, it he did in both 
Don Giovanni and The 

Marriage of Figaro. Alma is 
doing the same thing. She 
has identified her cultural 
issue and is making her 
case with her music — and 
it’s not an abstract issue, 
such as global warming. 
Rather, it’s one with which 
she is intimately involved, 
and her heart is in it — and 
that’s the seed of some-
thing great.

SD Civic Youth Ballet: 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
This concert will present a 
short advance of San Diego 
Civic Youth Ballets’ rendition 
of William Shakespeare’s 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
The SDCYB presentation will 
be an abbreviated version of 
the full performance, directed 

by SDCYB Artistic Director 
Danika Pramik-Holdaway, 
preceding its show run at the 
Casa del Prado Theatre, April 
6-8. Following the preview, San 
Diego Civic Organist Raúl Prieto 
Ramírez will perform premier 
Mendelssohn selections. Sunday, 
April 2, 2pm; free. Spreckels 
Organ Pavilion, 1549 El Prado.

San Diego Opera: Tosca 
Tosca is Giacomo Puccini’s 
gripping drama filled with 
torture, treachery, lust, 
execution, and suicide. Soaring 
and sensuous, filled with 
such beautiful arias as Tosca’s 
“Vissi d’arte”, Cavaradossi’s 
“Recondita armonia” and the 

powerful choral piece “Te 
Deum”, Tosca has some of 
opera’s most beloved music, and 
one of opera’s most gripping 
plots. Tosca welcomes the 
return of soprano Michelle 
Bradley in the title role, and 
Greer Grimsley in his signature 
role of Scarpia. Argentinian 

tenor Marcelo Puente makes 
his San Diego Opera debut as 
Cavaradossi. Directed by Alan 
Hicks and conducted by Valerio 
Galli. Friday, March 31, 7:30pm; 
Sunday, April 2, 2pm; $13-$240. 
San Diego Civic Theatre, 1100 
Third Avenue.

Classical Music this week

IMMORTAL BEAUTY  BY GARRETT HARRIS

See more CLASSICAL MUSIC at SDReader.com/classical

The champion that melody needed: Alma Deutscher at Carnegie Hall.

Modern-day Mozart’s new musical
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[Editor’s note: This is a condensed version of an article by 
Alexander Theroux that originally ran in the Reader on July 
20, 1995, titled The Grammar of Rock ‘n Roll.]

Rock ‘n’ roll music, any old way you choose it, is one 
of the things I know I’ll most miss when I’m on my 
way out. I love it, and have from the beginning, even 
its attractive imbecilities. I tended to concentrate 
on the lyrics, which I more or less took as a form 
of reading. I didn’t mind nonsense. There was no 
end to it, but deliberate lunacies often made a song 
what it was. What I particularly enjoyed — even 
found myself listening for over the years — were 
certain phrases and squibs in various songs, usu-
ally hip, that compiling in my mind could be read 
as a documentary of slang (and somehow paralit-
eracy’s) progress, if not in modern America, then 
at least in my high school and among my friends. 
Evangeline and “The Highwayman” were poetry. 
This was real life.

I remember, for instance, deliberating what Chuck 
Berry meant us to understand in the song “School 
Days” when he sang:
Back in the classroom, open your books.
Cheat, but the teacher don’t know I mean she looks.

An article in Goldmine (January 29, 1988) cites 
Chuck Berry’s “powerful facility for letter-
perfect encapsulation,” which is generally true, 

although for reasons of rhyme he is often 
forced to throw in not only the odd semi-
enclitical phrase, such as in the word-
salad cited above or the line “watch her 

look at her run, boys” in “School Days,” 
but, as in the song “No 
Money Down,” even to 
reverse them:
I want power steering and 

power brakes,
I want a powerful motor with a jet-off take,

I want air conditioning, I want automatic heat,
I want a full Murphy bed in my back seat.

Creative illiteracy, of course, goes back 
even before 1945, to the very beginnings 
of rock ‘n’ roll — long before pop music 
became whitened and mechanized…
part of a deep and heartfelt, soulfully 
and stylistically undiluted fold tra-

dition, vocal harmonies and gentle 
wails and shouted blues, born of a 
slavery that prevented even a smid-
gen of education for 400 years. The 

romantics among us — or is it the 
romantic in each of us? — will 
add that certain phrases can be 
properly turned only in a moment 
of true inspiration, when we have 

lost our self-conscious
ness and calculating 
natures, and thereby 
can express our authen
tic selves.

lary — in one sense, an 
entire language — has 
come from such mu
sic and the pioneering 
black radio stat ions 
(like WERD in Atlanta, 
WYLD in New Orleans, 
WLOU in Louisville, 
WDIA in  Memphis , 
known throughout the 
South as the “Mother 
Station of the Negroes,” 
etc.) that in the late ’40s 
and ’50s pushed and 
played it, and conse
quently we’ve been left 
a lovely great catalogue 
of finger-poppin’ R&B 
words like hincty, zoo-
zoos, whuppin’, juice
head, poontang, hamfat, 
gleeby, mogatin’, motor
vatin’, lickin’ stick, jelly 
roll, scronch, poppa-
stoppa, dicty, spo-dee-
o-dee, good booty, shag 
on down, and meekin’. 
(“Funky” can’t legiti
mately be listed. Charles 
Dickens was the first 
to use the word in 
Posthumous Papers of the 
Pickwick

charming, and naïve, 
represent a certain prim
itivism (what Richard 
Goldstein in 
of Rock
art”), particularly in his 
innocent notion that po
etry should rhyme and 
that all rhythmic spaces 
should be filled, even 
if filling them necessi
tates juggling words or 
even the creation of new 
ones. Berry’s work is ex
pressed as functional, re
sulting in, because born 
of, simplicity. In “Too 
Much Monkey Busi
ness,” for example, every 
verse rhymes, and when 
words cannot fill the ex
isting spaces, the artist 
fills them with a flexible 
“aah,” which concludes 
each verse change each 

Lyrical Literacy
A writer reads rock ’n roll

The author on Chuck Berry. “He had no education. Why 
would that matter? Many great songwriters hadn’t. But he 
wasn’t lazy, never repeated pronouns, and always looked 

for the identifiable and, above all, concrete detail.”
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 (January 29, 1988) cites 
Chuck Berry’s “powerful facility for letter-
perfect encapsulation,” which is generally true, 

although for reasons of rhyme he is often 
forced to throw in not only the odd semi-
enclitical phrase, such as in the word-

watch her 
” in “School Days,” 

but, as in the song “No 
Money Down,” even to 

I want power steering and 

I want a powerful motor with a jet-off take,
I want air conditioning, I want automatic heat,

Creative illiteracy, of course, goes back 
even before 1945, to the very beginnings 
of rock ‘n’ roll — long before pop music 
became whitened and mechanized…
part of a deep and heartfelt, soulfully 
and stylistically undiluted fold tra-

dition, vocal harmonies and gentle 
wails and shouted blues, born of a 
slavery that prevented even a smid-
gen of education for 400 years. The 

romantics among us — or is it the 
romantic in each of us? — will 
add that certain phrases can be 
properly turned only in a moment 
of true inspiration, when we have 

lost our self-conscious-
ness and calculating 
natures, and thereby 
can express our authen-
tic selves.

A  w h o l e  v o c a b u -
lary — in one sense, an 
entire language — has 
come from such mu-
sic and the pioneering 
black radio stat ions 
(like WERD in Atlanta, 
WYLD in New Orleans, 
WLOU in Louisville, 
WDIA in  Memphis , 
known throughout the 
South as the “Mother 
Station of the Negroes,” 
etc.) that in the late ’40s 
and ’50s pushed and 
played it, and conse-
quently we’ve been left 
a lovely great catalogue 
of finger-poppin’ R&B 
words like hincty, zoo-
zoos, whuppin’, juice-
head, poontang, hamfat, 
gleeby, mogatin’, motor-
vatin’, lickin’ stick, jelly 
roll, scronch, poppa-
stoppa, dicty, spo-dee-
o-dee, good booty, shag 
on down, and meekin’. 
(“Funky” can’t legiti-
mately be listed. Charles 
Dickens was the first 
to use the word in The 
Posthumous Papers of the 
Pickwick Club.)

Chuck Berry’s lyrics, 
charming, and naïve, 
represent a certain prim-
itivism (what Richard 
Goldstein in The Poetry 
of Rock calls “accidental 
art”), particularly in his 
innocent notion that po-
etry should rhyme and 
that all rhythmic spaces 
should be filled, even 
if filling them necessi-
tates juggling words or 
even the creation of new 
ones. Berry’s work is ex-
pressed as functional, re-
sulting in, because born 
of, simplicity. In “Too 
Much Monkey Busi-
ness,” for example, every 
verse rhymes, and when 
words cannot fill the ex-
isting spaces, the artist 
fills them with a flexible 
“aah,” which concludes 
each verse change each 

time it is verbalized. In 
one case, it implies a 
sigh of disgust, and in 
another, a type of sullen 
indignation. The lan-
guage of Berry’s verses 
may or ordinary, but 
he employs it naturally 
and without phony at-
titudinizing. He had no 
education. Why would 
that matter? Many great 
songwriters hadn’t. But 
he wasn’t lazy, never 
repeated pronouns, and 
always looked for the 
identifiable and, above 
all, concrete detail. “The 
coolerator was crammed 
with TV dinners and gin-
ger ale.”

It was modish, espe-
cially in the latitudi-
narian ’60s, to speak 
of the lyrics of rock as 
“poetry.” And to a de-
gree, a certain few lyr-
ics — quixotic, inven-
tive, careening, or re-
flectively lyrical — came 
sufficiently close. We 
tend to listen to lyrics, 

ponder the words, heed 
and harken to their ad-
vice. “And rock is also 
educational,” said Frank 
Zappa. “How to ask a 
girl for a date, what love 
is like.” And oh the deep, 
wide, far-ranging ques-
tions we faced, from 
Jimmy Clanton’s “What 
am I gonna do on Satur-
day night?” to Jimi Hen-
drix’s “Have you ever 
been experienced?” Do 
you wanna dance? Am I 
blue? Will you still love 
me tomorrow?

It was all somehow 
deeply important to me: 
all that music, all those 
lyrics. I’ll take a moment 
here to mention that I 
still don’t know what 
a “beguine” is or have 
the foggiest idea what 
happens when one be-
gins.  And as for the 
word “bromidic,” as in 
the Rodgers and Ham-
merstein lyric “I’m in 
Love with a Wonderful 
Guy” from   South Pa-
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cards, Chaucer’s “Mill-
er’s Tale,” and roman 
vestals? Can anyone say 
what’s going on?

O v e r w r i t i n g  i s  o f 
course a major hobble 
with a lot of songwrit-
ers. Da Vinci once said 
that it took two artists 
to do a painting, one to 
do the painting the other 
to take the brush away. 
Great turgid songs full 
of mixed metaphors and 
incomprehensible allu-
sions, like “MacArthur 
Park,” “The Windmills 
of Your Mind,” “I Am 
a Rock,” etc.,  always 
tend to sound far worse 
with all  their heavy-
footedness than those, 
say, with the opposite 
problem, as for example, 
“On the Wings of Love,” 
“People ,”  or  (raised 
c l a w s )  “ F e e l i n g s . ” 
Strange to say, perhaps, 
but the best lyrics are of-
ten the ones, it seems to 
me, that are the plainest, 
or, better, simply don’t 
try to say more than the 
slim frame of rhythm or 
melody can contain.

Lennon and McCart-
ney’s early lyrics, like 
“All My Lovin’” “Please 
Please Me,” and “I Feel 
Fine,” for example, are 
thin and conventional, 
but are nevertheless 
qui te  e f fec t ive .  The 

cific, “I’m bromidic and 
bright as a moon / Happy 
night pouring light on the 
dew” — bromidic? — I 
can honestly say after a 
lifetime of reading, even 
with a special interest 
in words, I might add, 
I have never once come 
across that word any 
other time or in any oth-
er context, even studying 
chemistry. I might add 
that it doesn’t make an 
appearance in Webster’s 
International Dictionary 
(Second Edition), one 
of the most compre-
hensive dictionaries in 
the world.

There is, of course, 
such a thing as poetic 
license. No, it shouldn’t 
be “Love me Tenderly” 
or “All  Shaken Up.” 
The song “Is You Is or 
Is You Ain’t My Baby?” 
is exactly as it should 
be.   Vox populi.   Same 
with Wilbert Harrison’s 
“I’m gonna be stand on 
the corner/Twelfth Street 
and Vine” and Sam the 
Sham’s oxymoronic “I 
don’t think little big girls 
should / go walkin’ in these 
spooky old woods alone.” 
The kind of hip jargon 
and flip soulfulness that 
as part of the cool aes-
thetic allows for Wilson 
Pickett to say, “Yes I is” 
and Little Richard to 

sing, “I ain’t never,” lan-
guage that grows from 
inner cultivation, popu-
lar life, is a far different 
thing from the artless 
boobery and almost ma-
licious stupidity in a pop 
lyric that actually robs it 
of style — flat and un-
edited pretensions that 
provoke laughter rather 
than create mood. And 
there remains one of 
the major distinctions 
in rock lyrics.

Paul McCartney, in his 
song, “Live and Let Die,” 
possibly gave us the 
greatest one-line tautol-
ogy of the 20th Century, 
“…in this ever-changing 
world in which we live in.” 
Redundancy in popular 
music, which shouldn’t 
be confused with repeti-
tion, is not only one of 
its most glaring faults, 
but to my mind almost 
always less a problem of 
haste than haplessness. 
It is invariably the result 
of some poor dweeb sit-
ting down and trying to 
“fill” a line for rhythm 
the way old linotypists 
used slugs of lead, and 
often with much the 
same result, such as Ju-
nior Walker’s “What does 
it take to win your love for 
me?” or the Beach Boys 
with that line in “Surfer 
Girl” that goes, “And so I 

say from me to you.”
Should we really be 

surprised to learn that 
Cole Porter himself once 
advised Jesse Stone, one 
of  Atlantic Records’ 
guiding lights — and 
author of  the Drif t-
ers’ “Money Honey,” 
Joe Turner’s “Shake, 
Rattle, and Roll,” and 
t h e  C l o v e r s ’  “ Y o u r 
Cash Ain’t Nothin’ but 
Trash” — to purchase 
a rhyming dictionary, 
noting, “If you’re going 
to dig a ditch, you use a 
shovel, don’t you?”

The lyric tradition 
in America has long 
since gone by, accord-
ing to Gene Lees in his 
book   Singers and the 
Song: he believes it was 
destroyed by Elvis and 
the Beatles. No one, in 
his view, can write lyr-
ics without knowing and 
revering the language, 
the crooning tonalities 
of its vowels,  its ap-
titude for rhyme, its 
emotional vocabulary, 
the variety of its accents. 
And even if one thinks 
Lees is exaggerating or 
is unfair, a good case 
could be made for the 
prosecution. Not only 
were lyrics once an in-
tegral part of music, and 
keenly listened to, they 
were read. It mustn’t be 

forgotten that the re-
cord industry began as 
a stepchild of the sheet-
music business. Popular 
tunes, prior to World 
War I, were consumed 
primarily through that 
medium.  And yet  i t 
seems that with a new 
sort of leveling we’ve 
gotten further and fur-
ther away from the no-
tion of that integrity.

There is a list of howl-
ers in popular music 
so long,  c lunkers  of 
such scope and mag-
nitude committed so 
often — but usually in 
songs of the Suzie-Is-
the-Girl-for-Me school, 
a waste of shellac, invari-
ably loping along after 
all those C, A minor, F, 
and G chords — that one 
has to wonder whether 
the  composers  were 
merely in a rush, simply 
had no talent, or were 
just plain dumb. Half 
the time, it’s as if, when 
facing the problem of 
trying to decide between 
rhyme and reason, they 
in fact chose neither.

Such shoddiness —  
s h a m e l e s s n e s s ,  r e -
ally — didn’t always 
fly. For example, in the 
original recording of Nat 
“King” Cole’s version of 
“The Christmas Song,” 
he sang the last line of 

the bridge, “To see if rein-
deers really know / How to 
fly.” After the first press-
ings were released and 
the song became a hit, 
Mel Torme, who cow-
rote the song, pointed 
out to Cole his gram-
matical error. Cole, a 
perfectionist, quickly re-
recorded the song, prop-
erly singing “reindeer.” 
The second version is 
virtually identical to the 
first, but those early first 
pressings have since be-
come collector’s items.

Folksinger Bob Dylan, 
troubadour of the ’60s 
a n d  n o n c o n f o r m i s t 
(“Everybody must get 
stoned”), to my mind 
underscores the truth 
of the theory advanced 
in Fyodor Tyutchev’s 
most famous poem “Si-
lentium.” One should 
hide one’s thoughts in 
silence, since verbal-
izat ion cheapens  or 
simplifies them. Dylan 
sings in “Just Like Tom 
Thumb’s Blues”:
If you’re looking to get silly,
You’d better go back to from 

where you came

The line, at least to me, 
becomes  the  lyr ica l 
equivalent in music of 
having webbed feet.

Dylan’s lyrics are of-
ten so subjective and in-

accessible and privately 
symbolic as to be almost 
totally meaningless, like 
the dim and unrelent-
ing verses of Simon and 
Garfunkel, who, having 
developed formidable 
defenses against logic at 
a very early age, some-
how manage to mix and 
mingle bombast, bathos, 
an platitude in equal 
measure all at once. But 
whether it’s “Sad-Eyed 
Lady of the Lowlands” 
or “The Sounds of Si-
lence,” “I Pity the Poor 
Immigrant” or “Mother 
and Child Reunion,” 
the irrational jabber 
in  such songs  never 
fails to remind us that 
while almost a moral 
fault, incompetence in 
bad lyrics does more 
to confuse than pro-
voke. What allegorical 
interpretation, for ex-
ample, can give mean-
ing to  that  hopeless 
concatenation of im-
ages evoking the thief, 
the joker, the wildcat, 
and the watchtower in 
Dylan’s “All Along the 
Watchtower”? Or to 
Mrs. Robinson’s con-
nection to cupcakes and 
Joltin’ Joe? Or to Reid 
and Brooker’s “Whiter 
Shade of Pale” with its 
pre tent ious  muddle 
of allusions to playing 
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Abbott is currently enrolling adults (18+) to participate in  
sample collection studies.

Compensation for your time and travel will be provided.
For more information or to enroll, please contact us at:

ARDx-Research@Abbott.com
619-210-9882 or (619) 240-4815Sponsored

ENROLL 
NOW

Vaccine Trials

We have new vaccine research studies coming soon for all ages, 
including Covid-19. Call for information & receive priority status. 
Participants typically receive between $300 & $600

Call Maria at (619) 291-0121 California Research Foundation

We have vaccine research studies for healthy volunteers 
of all ages, including Flu, Pneumonia, Covid, HPV, Monkey 
Pox & Dengue Fever. Call for information & priority status. 
Participants can receive up to $1,060 in compensation

Call (619) 658-5418

Compensated Vaccine Trials

California researCh

foundation

Vaccine Trials for children  
6 months and older

We have vaccine 
research studies for 
healthy volunteers, 
6 months and older. 
Participants can 
receive up to $2,640 
in compensation
Please call for more information

Kids bring home all kinds of germs & illnesses.  
A vaccine trial may help protect them!

732-3299 (6
1

9
)

4180 Ruffin Rd, Suite 255
San Diego, CA 92123



cards, Chaucer’s “Mill-
er’s Tale,” and roman 
vestals? Can anyone say 
what’s going on?

O v e r w r i t i n g  i s  o f 
course a major hobble 
with a lot of songwrit-
ers. Da Vinci once said 
that it took two artists 
to do a painting, one to 
do the painting the other 
to take the brush away. 
Great turgid songs full 
of mixed metaphors and 
incomprehensible allu-
sions, like “MacArthur 
Park,” “The Windmills 
of Your Mind,” “I Am 
a Rock,” etc.,  always 
tend to sound far worse 
with all  their heavy-
footedness than those, 
say, with the opposite 
problem, as for example, 
“On the Wings of Love,” 
“People ,”  or  (raised 
c l a w s )  “ F e e l i n g s . ” 
Strange to say, perhaps, 
but the best lyrics are of-
ten the ones, it seems to 
me, that are the plainest, 
or, better, simply don’t 
try to say more than the 
slim frame of rhythm or 
melody can contain.

Lennon and McCart-
ney’s early lyrics, like 
“All My Lovin’” “Please 
Please Me,” and “I Feel 
Fine,” for example, are 
thin and conventional, 
but are nevertheless 
qui te  e f fec t ive .  The 

boys’ early success, in 
an opinion of Philip 
Larkin’s which I share, 
“was displaced by sur-
real lyrics, mystic ori-
entalia, peace messages, 
and anti-American out-
bursts. The trouble was 
that as surrealists, mys-
tics, or political think-
ers,  the Beatles were 
rather ordinary young 
men again. Their fans 
stayed with them, and 
the nuttier intelligentsia, 
but they lost the typists 
in the Cavern.”

As Ezra Pound not-
ed in his ABC of Read-
ing, “Incompetence will 
show in the use of too 
many words.” A popu-
lar defense of such stuff, 
of course, the notion 
commonly advanced, 
that it is the best way 
to express the disin-
tegration of modern 
civilization — Lennon, 
Springsteen, Joni Mitch-
ell, Joan Baez, and Dylan 
all have made noises in 
that direction — is what 
critic Yvor Winters calls 
“the fallacy of expressive 
form.” The irony is that, 
more often than not, it’s 
a virulent form of anti-
intellectualism. It’s big 
on nature mysticism. 
“We learned more from a 
three-minute record, baby 
/ than we ever learned in 

school,” sings The Boss 
in his song “No Surren-
der.” And what better 
proof could be offered 
than the following bit 
of haermorrhagia purpu-
ra, wherein he proceeds 
to prove it:
Madmen drummers bum-

mers and Indians in the 
summer with a teenage 
diplomat

In the dumps with the 
mumps as the adolescent 
pumps his way into his hat

There are no doubt those 
who think grammar 
isn’t important. But it’s 
not true. “This recep-
tion has meant much 
to Mrs. Willkie and I,” 
said candidate Wendell 
Willkie,  an ungram-
matical gaffe that cost 
him tens of thousands 
of votes and, some say, 
the election. Good writ-
ing is an assault on cli-
ché, bending language 
in order to give it new 
force. What’s remark-
able  is  that  the vast 
number of barbarisms 
in pop music that are so 
obviously bad could be 
so easily rectified. The 
bad grammar, that is. 
The other things — the 
bathos, windy splurging, 
anemia, and bombinat-
ing, the obstipation, the 
inability to hold the key 
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Compensation for your time and travel will be provided.
For more information or to enroll, please contact us at: La Jolla Institute

Institutional Review Board
Approved for use until: 5/19/2023
Protocol # VD-214-0522 A2

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
for

COVID-19 STUDY

You may be eligible to participate if you:
     Are over 18 years of age 
     Received original series of the Moderna/Pfizer/J&J COVID-19 vaccine.
     Plan to receive a booster shot of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Participation:
Consists of a brief health questionnaire and 3 study visits which will
include blood draws.  Volunteers will be contributing to scientific research.
Compensation up to $300 for time and effort.

Do you plan 
to receive a 

COVID-19 
booster 

shot?

For more information
or to get involved: 

lji.org/study
 donors@lji.org
(858)-255-0680

Compensation and transportation is available for those who qualify. 
Health Insurance not needed.

Synergy San Diego
7922 Palm Street, West lower level

Lemon Grove, CA  91945

(619) 430-4871
synergyresearchcenters.com

SYNERGY
RESEARCH CENTERS

• Currently enrolling for adult 
schizophrenia studies, ages 18+

• Taking Schizophrenia Medication for at least 2 months
You may be eligible to participate in a clinical research trial 

for an investigational medication.

Participants will receive at no cost:
1. Study related exams
2. Investigational medication

Do you or
someone you

know suff er from
Schizophrenia?

California researCh

foundation

Vaccine Trials for children  
6 months and older

We have vaccine 
research studies for 
healthy volunteers, 
6 months and older. 
Participants can 
receive up to $2,640 
in compensation
Please call for more information

Kids bring home all kinds of germs & illnesses.  
A vaccine trial may help protect them!

732-3299 (6
1

9
)

4180 Ruffin Rd, Suite 255
San Diego, CA 92123



of inspiration — are 
another matter entirely.

There are more lyrical 
offenses against gram-
mar than can possibly 
be counted. In her 1989 
hit “Straight Up,” for 
instance, Paula Abdul 
(and her songwriter) 
badly abuse the tech-
nique of enjambment 
by singing “…are you 
really hot for me / or am I 
just another page in your 
history / book?” with the 
last, insufficiently inte-
grated word falling off 
the line like a steaming 
turd from a cart horse. 
Paul Anka’s fatuous and 
overblown composition 
“My Way,” virtual ly 
the signature song of 
both Sinatra and Elvis 
Presley, each of whom 
presents it, by the way, 
as if he were singing the 
Stabat Mater, also has the 
multiple distinction, for 
all the solemnity it ap-
propriates, of offering 
not only one of the most 

repulsive lines ever put 
down on paper (“I ate 
it up and spit it out”), 
but also surely one of 
the most fat-witted so-
lecisms in the history of 
popular music:
Regrets, I’ve had a few,
But then again, too few to 

mention.
I did what I had to do,
And so it proved without 

exemption.

Exempt ion?   Exemp-
tion?  Paul Anka, who 
has always seemed to 
be verifiable proof that 
t h e  a v e r a g e  h u m a n 
head needs something 
removed from it rather 
than something inserted, 
means “exception,” of 
course — “exemption” 
m e a n s  “ i m m u n i t y , 
freedom from charge 
or burden” — but the 
words are pages apart in 
the dictionary, he badly 
needed a rhyme, and, in 
the Age of Shoddy, any-
thing goes. Who knows, 

maybe that’s one of his 
few regrets. One of mine 
is he doesn’t have more. 
No, I’m not asking for 
High Seriousness. Nor 
am I asking for classi-
cism, symmetry, or the 
Aristotelian “unities.” 
I’m asking only for a 
workman’s true art.

It may legitimately be 
asked whether popular 
music is  in constant 
need of rebarbarization, 
as Max Lerner once said 
literature was. A case 
could be made, I sup-
pose. It is the nature of 
pop music to be rebel-
lious, and, among its 
practitioners, not only 
acceptable  but  even 
required.  And while 
mistakes of the more 
pronounced sort  do 
have (as Henry James 
once said of a musical 
comedy star) a certain 
cadaverous charm, one 
may also be driven to 
wonder if, um, exemp-
tions repeated enough 

won’t become the rule.
It should be pointed 

out, finally, if not out 
of fairness, then for the 
sake of relief, that the 
lyrical mode not only 
can be done right, but 
also done admirably. 
One of the most bril-
liant lyricists for me 
has always been Buck 
Ram Nash (an unlikely 
name, but the Lord, as 
Mailer points out, is a 
great novelist) who was 
the manager-songwriter 
for the Platters. Buck 
could write metaphor 
like nobody else, a ba-
roque master unique in 
rock literature — “When 
purple-colored curtains 
mark the end of day, I’ll see 
you, my dear, at twilight 
time,” and 
Deepening shadows gather 

splendor as day is done,
Fingers of night will soon 

surrender the setting sun 
…

But what  Buck Ram 
does that very few oth-
ers do — Dylan Thomas 
in “Do Not Go Gentle” 
is another example that 
pops to mind — is to play, 
to pun, with the syntax 
of  words.  In Chom-
skian terms, he varies 
the deep structure of a 
syntactical element. In 
“Remember When,” the 

title tag introduces many 
of the lines:
I loved you then, and I still 

do,
I can’t remember when I 

didn’t love you.

It’s wonderful. The verb’s 
mood has changed from 
imperative to indicative, 
further suspended by 
the negative of “can’t” 
(What! After all this, 
there’s something the 
speaker can’t remember?) 
which is  del ic iously 
reversed by the second 
negative of “didn’t.” 
That’s style with sass. 
Buck Ram Nash double 
negatives work.

He does another “deep 
structure shift” in his 
huge hit “Only You,” 
where the title tag is used 
as the grammatical sub-
ject in a number of dif-
ferent lines — “Only you 
can make this change in 
me,” for example — but 
concludes by shifting it, 
almost chiasmus-like, to 
a predicate nominative, 
as well as easing it into a 
cliché, thereby bringing 
the cliché back from the 
linguistic dead:
You’re my dream come true, 

my one and only you.

Simple and unpreten-
tious, yet done with grace 
and magic, that’s the way 

a song should unfold.
I realize this approach 

to pop music leaves me 
open to various charg-
es,  particularly, that 
I’m breaking a butter-
fly upon a wheel. It’s 
considered reductive 
to ask intelligence of it 
and snobbish to seek an 
altitude of sense, clear-
ly. And in this failed 
world of  ours,  there 
certainly can be found 
examples of richer and 
much ampler incom-
petence. But there is 
already too much bad 
taste around, and it’s 
getting worse. Industry 
tampers with both na-
ture and art — accepts 
anything — until one 
ends up, sadly, prefer-
ring prints to paintings, 
department stores to the 
Cape Cod dunes. Mine is 
not a plea for the stun-
ningly mental, merely 
an attempt, as Nabokov 
said in another context, 
“to ensure a dignified 
beat of the mandarin’s 
fan.” If you think it’s 
asking too much, so be 
it. I say it takes a con-
cerned mind to make 
an analysis of the obvi-
ous; and ungrammati-
calness, like the word, 
while grammatical, is 
nevertheless ugly.

— Alexander Theroux
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BUSINESS HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 7 PM
Visit our page on YELP.com or Visit our website www.sitimedspa.com

CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 619-365-8232
(Open as a Essential Business)  

1951 4th Ave. #101, San Diego 92101
(between Fir and Grape Street, near Balboa Park)

(normally $13 a unit)

30+ UNITS 
FOR

$12
per unit

Offer Expires 4/13/23

LASER RESURFACING 
TOTAL FX CO2

for Wrinkles, Scars and Sun damage. 
Face, Neck and Chest. 

Includes a FREE Follow-up 
Laser Genesis Collagen Treatment. 

$1995
Susan Kincaid FNP 

Leonard Schulkind MD
Offer Expires 4/13/23

FinalistFinalist

Best Place 
to Get Botox

Best 
Medical Clinic

Tooth Replacement
with Dental Implant!

Root Canal Special
starting at $500

All-On 6 Special  
$12,000 No More Dentures!

Start to  
Finish!

(Implant, Abutment,  
Crown)

Immediate Load 
Dental Implant

Delayed Load  
Dental Implant $2200

$3800

  Extra 
treatment for 

additional 
cost.

We accept all major PPO
insurance plans

Dr. S. T. Sawa
Call for Additional Services and Specials

407W. Madison Ave. • El Cajon, CA 92020 • drsawa@sbcglobal.net
www.immediatetoothreplacement.com

Multilingual

Ask About 0% Interest
for 24 months

CALL FOR A FREE
CONSULTATION (619) 346-7483
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Thursday | 30
LEAD PONY AND TEN BULLS
The founders of 
dirty blues rock 
act Lead Pony met 
while attending 
art programs at 
SDSU, later form-
ing a band called 
Sparrow. The 
group evolved into 
its current ver-
sion in 2017. The 
bill includes local 
alt-experimental rockers Ten Bulls 
(formerly known as Sights & Sages) 
and Sleepy Pearls, a male-female duo 
inspired by west coast doo-wop and 
pop of the ‘60s and ‘70s.

WHEN: Thursday, March 30, 7:30 pm
WHERE: The Casbah, 2501 Kettner 
Boulevard, Little Italy. casbahmusic.com

Saturday | 1
SURFSKATE FEST
All levels of surfskaters are invited! 
Sponsors in attendance with demo 
boards available include Carver, YOW, 
Smoothstar, Waterborne, Hamboards, 
Loaded and SolRide. Over $1000 in raf-
fle prizes and giveaways are available. 
Enter the surfskate best run contest or 

Sunday | 2
NATIVE SAN DIEGO GARDEN 
TOUR

See how native plants overcome many 
of the challenges for San Diego land-
scaping, such as drought coupled with 
watering restrictions. 
These native plants sup-
port biodiversity and 
attract many native pol-
linator species. The tour 
showcases over 30 private 
and public gardens and 
parks, including one 
designed by Nan Sterman, 
KPBS TV host of A 
Growing Passion.

WHEN: Saturday, April 1 
and Sunday, April 2, 9 am 
to 4 pm
WHERE: Sikes Adobe Farmhouse. 
12655 Sunset Drive, Escondido. 
cnpssd.org/native-garden-tour-2023

SAN MARCOS SPRING FLING & 
STREET FESTIVAL
Join up to 15,000 people at a street fair 
exploring artisans, crafters, and local 

community 
businesses 
at more 
than 200 
vendor 
booths. 
Children’s 
attractions, 
games, and 
carnival 
rides. Enjoy 

a showcase of local talent on the San 
Marcos Community Stage, and check 
out the central food court for local 

craft beers and wine 
while listening to 
San Diego musicians 
(Jungle Poppins, 
Surf Kings, Jukebox 
Junkies, and Bill 
Magee) at the 
Rhythm and Brews 
garden stage.

WHEN: Sunday, 
April 2, 9 am to 
5 pm
WHERE: 
Along Via Vera 

Cruz, San Marcos. 
chamber.sanmarcoschamber.com

the obstacle races. Plus, get tips and 
advice from professionals.

WHEN: Saturday, April 1, 11 am to 
7 pm
WHERE: Status 
Skateshop, 
3045 Roosevelt 
Street, Carlsbad. 
statusskateshop.com

PADRES 
OPENING 
WEEKEND 
BLOCK PARTY
Come to the annual 

party of all things East Village: local 
small businesses, live music and enter-
tainment, bites, 
beer and cock-
tails, local retail 
vendors, photo 
opportunities, 
family-friendly 
activities, and a 
celebration of 
the San Diego 
Padres. Local 
animal rescue, 
The Animal Pad, 
will be offering dog adoptions.

WHEN: Saturday, April 1, 10 am to 
5 pm
WHERE: J St from 7th to 10th Avenue 
in front of Petco Park, East Village. 
eastvillagesandiego.com/block-party

SATURDAY, APRIL 1: OPENING WEEKEND BLOCK PARTY

Calendar

LEAD PONY
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ART

American Sign Language (ASL) 
Enhanced Tour Tours for deaf 
or hard of hearing individuals 
are led by Timken docents who 
will be accompanied by an ASL 
interpreter from Palomar College’s 
ASL-English Translation and 
Interpreting Studies Program to 
interpret. Saturday, April 1, 11am; 
Timken Museum of Art, 1500 El 
Prado. (BALBOA PARK)

Art of the Catholic Refor-
mation (1560-1700) Timken 
Museum of Art presents a virtual 
lecture: The term ‘Catholic Coun-
ter-Reformation Art’ describes the 
more stringent, doctrinal style of 
Christian art developed during 
the period c.1560-1700. Thursday, 
March 30, 11am; free. timkenmu-
seum.org/calendar/list/. (ONLINE)

AUTOMOTIVE

Cars & Coffee All cars welcome 
Sundays, 8am; through Sunday, 
August 24, free. Kit Carson Park, 
3333 Bear Valley Parkway. (ESCONDIDO)

BEER

Craft Cocktails with Fierce & 
Kind Fierce & Kind Spirits Craft 
Cocktail Workshop: You’ll learn 
how to make 3 craft cocktails using 
Fierce & Kind Straight Bourbon. 
Small cheese board and 3 sample 
cocktails included. Friday, March 
31, 6pm; $40. 21 and up. Coronado 
Tasting Room, 1201 1st Street #101. 
(CORONADO)

Pure Project: Cellar Sale Barrel-
aged bottles from the cellar will 
be sold on a first-come-first-serve 
basis. Sunday, April 2, 12pm; free. 
Pure Project Vista, 1305 Hot Spring 
Way. (VISTA)

BOOK 
S IGNINGS

James M. Zimmerman: The 
Peking Express Warwick’s will 
host James M. Zimmerman as he 
discusses and signs his new book, 
The Peking Express: The Bandits 
Who Stole a Train, Stunned the 
West, and Broke the Republic 
of China. This event is free and 
open to the public. To ensure 
seating, pre-order one book per 
seat @ warwicks.com/event/
zimmerman-2023. Tuesday, April 
4, 7:30pm; free-$30. Warwick’s 
Bookstore, 7812 Girard Avenue. 
(LA JOLLA)

Meet the New San Diego Poet 
Laureate Celebrate National 
Poetry Month with San Diego’s new 
Poet Laureate Jason Magabo Perez, 
who will read from his books This 
is for the mostless and I ask about 
what falls away and share his love 
for poetry with the community. 
Monday, April 3, 6:30pm; free. 
Mission Hills-Hillcrest/Knox 
Library, 215 West Washington. 
(HILLCREST)

Open Mic Poetry: Joshua 
Peralta Poets INC (Inland 
North County) presents Oakland 
CA poet, author and educator 
Joshua Peralta, touring in support 
of his new book 3rd & Orange, an 
autobiographical account of the 
author’s time in Long Beach in the 
mid- 2000s. Sunday, April 2, 1pm; 
free. Escondido Arts Partnership 
Escondido Municipal Gallery, 262 
East Grand Avenue. (ESCONDIDO)

Poet Joshua Peralta Poets INC 
(Inland North County) present 
Oakland CA poet, author and 
educator Joshua Peralta, touring 
in support of his new book 3rd 
& Orange, an autobiographical 
account of the author’s time in 
Long Beach in the mid- 2000s. 
Monday, April 3, 6pm; free. Twiggs 
Bakery Coffeehouse, 4590 Park 
Boulevard. (UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

Weekends with Locals: Penny 
Payton Weekends with Locals will 
be hosting Penny Payton, author of 
Consciousness is Under the Rubble: 
A Guide to Unpacking Childhood 
Trauma and Unleashing Your Inner 
Power. Sunday, April 2, 2:30pm; 
free. Warwick’s Bookstore, 7812 
Girard Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

CLASSES  & 
WORKSHOPS

Clothing Repair Workshop 
SD Fixit Clinic is partnering with 
Sophie founder of Positive Phee to 
host a Clothing Repair Workshop. 
Saturday, April 1, 10:30am; free. 
18 and up. Georgina Cole Library, 
1250 Carlsbad Village Drive. 
(CARLSBAD)

Energy Balancing for the 
Public Integrative Chakra Therapy 
(ICT) is very powerful subtle 
energy medicine. Mondays, 6pm; 
through Monday, June 26, free. 
Bamboo Garden Wellness Center, 
162 South Rancho Santa Fe STE 
A30. (RANCHO SANTA FE)

Free Tax Preparation Clinic 
The nonprofit Home Start offers 
free basic tax return preparation 
t o  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s . 
Appointments required via 619-
952-7684. Mondays, 1pm; through 
Monday, April 10, free. 18 and 
up. Mission Valley Library, 2123 
Fenton Parkway. (MISSION VALLEY)

Italian for Beginners: 8-Week 
Cou r se  This  course  g ives 
students the basic tools needed 
to successfully understand and 
communicate in Italian. Register 
at ljcommunitycenter.org/writing-
language-classes. Tuesday, April 
4, 12:30pm; $160-$190. La Jolla 
Community Center, 6811 La Jolla 
Boulevard. (LA JOLLA)

Master Composter Course 
Become a Master Composter. 
Minimize your carbon footprint. 
Keep food and yard waste out 
of the landfill to reduce harmful 
methane gas emissions. Saturday, 
April 1, 10am; $25. Surprise Farm 
Retreat Center, 18892 Old Julian 
Trail. (RAMONA)

Middle-Eastern Drumming 
C l a s s e s  M i d d l e - E a s t e r n 
Drumming with Frank Lazzaro, 
all levels welcome. Extra drums 
available. Mondays, 6pm; through 

Monday, December 18, $15. 18 and 
up. WorldBeat Cultural Center, 
2100 Park Boulevard. (BALBOA PARK)

Ravioli Cooking Class Learn 
to make handmade ravioli with 
bolognese sauce. Tuesday, April 
4 ,  6 :30pm; free .  Duck Foot 
Brewing Company, 8920 Kenamar 
Drive. (MIRAMAR)

Trauma Healing Series A 
CIHS Enlighten special 6-week 
series exploring effective healing 
techniques In this live trauma 
healing series over 6 weeks, you will 
learn the three different types of 
trauma, the biology of these trauma 
types, and simple and effective 
healing techniques for healing 
each of these three different types 
of trauma. Tuesdays, 5pm; through 
Tuesday, April 25, $399-$499. 
California Institute for Human 
Science , 701 Garden View Court. 
(ENCINITAS)

WaterSmart  Landscape 
Design Workshop Learn a 
simple approach to creating a 
WaterSmart landscape, and the first 
50 registered participants receive 
a complimentary succulent plant. 
Registration required. Monday, 
April 3, 5:30pm; free. 18 and up. 
Encinitas Community and Senior 
Center, 1140 Oakcrest Park Drive. 
(ENCINITAS)

COMEDY

Caleb Synan With James P 
Connolly opening. Friday, March 
31, 6:30pm and 8:30pm; Saturday, 
April 1, 6:30pm and 8:30pm; Grand 
Comedy Club, 340 East Grand 
Avenue. (ESCONDIDO)

Dr. Abby’s Stand Up Comedy 
Angels Show Wendy Wilkins 
(headl iner) ,  Gina  Manning 
(feature), Pamela Wardrip, Dr 
Abby November, and host Edna 
Nerona. Monday, April 3, 6:30pm; 
$5-$80. 21 and up. Athens Market, 
109 F Street. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Kevin James  Sunday, April 
2, 7:30pm; Pechanga Resort & 
Casino, 45000 Pechanga Parkway. 
(TEMECULA)

Nerd Comedy April Fools 
Headliner Rob Haze is a comedian 
from Atlanta, Georgia. Saturday, 
April 1, 8pm; $25. Sunshine Brooks 
Theatre, 217 N. Coast Highway. 
(OCEANSIDE)

Nick Thune AS SEEN ON: 
Comedy Central, Conan, Tonight 
Show with Jimmy Fallon & more! 
Thursday, March 30, 8pm; Friday, 
March 31, 7:30pm and 9:30pm; 
Saturday, April 1, 7:30pm and 
9:30pm; free. 21 and up. American 
Comedy Company, 818 Sixth 
Avenue. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

One-Year Anniversary Party 
The evening will feature a variety 
show featuring all Mockingbird 
show casts and a party where 
there will also be opportunities 
to add your name to the theater 
as a supporter. Friday, March 
31, 7:15pm; $10-$25. 18 and 
up. Mockingbird Improv, 2590 
Truxtun Road #200. (LIBERTY STATION)

Ryan Davis Who In The Hell 
Is Ryan Davis Friday, March 

31, 7:30pm; $25-$55. 18 and up. 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Showcase Comedy 6:20 Signups 
at the club for Open Mic. Starts 
at 6:30. Entrants get 3 minutes. 
5 minutes if you buy something. 
Thursday, March 30, 6:30pm; free. 
Grand Comedy Club, 340 East 
Grand Avenue. (ESCONDIDO)

Special K & The K-Mart Special 
Performers  include improv 
duo group K-Mart, featuring 
Keith Duell and Marty Burtwell. 
Saturday, April 1, 10pm; $1-$15. 21 
and up. Finest City Improv, 3746 
Sixth Avenue. (HILLCREST)

DANCE

Indian Music & Dance Festival 
Enjoy vocal and instrumental 
artists of Indian music along 
with percussionists, dance ballets, 
and Carnatic and Hindustani 
music. Thursday, March 30, 6pm; 
Saturday, April 1, 6pm; Sunday, 
April 2, 6pm; $30-$40. Lawrence 
Family Jewish Community Center, 
4126 Executive Drive. (LA JOLLA)

Rhythm & Motion Dance 
Exercise Class A dance-based 
workout classes for everyone. 
Your first class is free. Sundays, 
9:30am; through Sunday, June 25, 
free-$15. Dorothea Laub Dance 
Place Studio, 2650 Truxton Road. 
(LIBERTY STATION)

SD C iv i c  Youth  Ba l l e t : 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
This concert will present a short 
advance of San Diego Civic Youth 
Ballets’ rendition of William 
Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. The SDCYB presentation 
will be an abbreviated version of 
the full performance, directed by 
SDCYB Artistic Director Danika 
Pramik-Holdaway, preceding its 
show run at the Casa del Prado 
Theatre, April 6-8. Following the 
preview, San Diego Civic Organist 
Raúl Prieto Ramírez will perform 
premier Mendelssohn selections. 
Sunday,  April  2,  2pm; free . 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, 1549 El 
Prado. (BALBOA PARK)

DISCUSS ION 
GROUPS

Poway Chamber Business 
Expo & Hiring Event Meet 
local businesses, Poway Chamber 
members and hiring employers at 
the Mickey Cafagna Community 
Center, Oak Hall. Tuesday, April 4, 
5:30pm; free. Poway Community 
Park and Auditorium, 13094 Civic 
Center Drive. (POWAY)

San Diego Fiverr Freelancer 
Gathering Monthly gathering 
to meet sellers and find out more 
about succeeding on Fiverr. 
Plus,  meet  other San Diego 
freelancers and support each other. 
Thursday, March 30, 7pm; free. 
18 and up. Karl Strauss Brewery 
4s Ranch, 10448 Reserve Drive. 
(SCRIPPS RANCH)

Tech Industry March Mingle 
Experience the beating heart of the 

local tech industry at a celebration 
of all things tech in San Diego. 
Thursday, March 30, 7pm; $30-
$40. Prado Ballroom, House 
of Hospitality, 1549 El Prado. 
(BALBOA PARK)

Easter Eggspress: Egg Quest 
& Story Time 
before-hours event will immerse 
children with an egg quest around 
the museum, special trains running 
in a Toy Train Gallery, arts & 
crafts, and story time. Saturday, 
April 1, 9:30am; Sunday, April 2, 
9:30am; 
Railroad Museum, 1649 El Prado. 
(BALBOA PARK)

FOOD &  DRINK

Elements of Nature Dinner 
Series 
explores the four elements – earth, 
fire, water and air – in both their 
physical and spiritual forms. Five-
course menu and special cocktails 
highl ight  local  ingredients , 
ancestral cooking methods and 
the mystic symbolism of the sun, 
flame and smoke. Representing 
light, energy and transformation, 
connect to your fire within through 
personal  sun sign astrology 
readings, an intention-setting 
candle ritual, and soulful live music 
throughout the evening. Thursday, 
March 30, 5pm; $199. 21 and up. 
VAGA Restaurant & Bar, 2100 
North Coast Hwy 101. 
Game Night Happy Hour 
Game Night Happy Hour for 
Chess/Backgammon & Cards. If 
you have a board, please bring it. 
RSVP online. Wednesdays, 5:30pm; 
through Wednesday, December 
20, $20. Sammy’s Woodfired Pizza 
Del Mar, 12925 El Camino Real. 
(CARMEL VALLEY)

Gospel Brunch 
Nun-of-the-Above (Tootie) with 
the Sisters of Sequin. Each entree 
includes unlimited Mimosas, 
Champagne, or Bloody Marys. 
Sundays, 12pm; through Saturday, 
December 30, Lips Restaurant, 3036 
El Cajon Boulevard. 
Live Music & Wine Wednesday 
Enjoy half off select bottles of wine 
at Graze by Sam. Wednesdays, 5pm; 
through Wednesday, December 
27, 
West Date St., Suite B. 
San Diego Dim Sum Tour 
a walking tour through the heart 
of Asia-town and end at a popular 
Asian supermarket. Trip length 
1¬Ω-2 miles. Sundays, 10am; 
through Sunday, December 31, $69. 
Jasmine Seafood Restaurant, 4609 
Convoy St., Suite A. 
San Diego Restaurant Week 
Enjoy 2-course lunch and 3-course 
d inner  menus  featur ing  an 
outstanding variety of appetizers, 
entrees and desserts all at special 
R e s t a u r a n t  W e e k  p r i c i n g . 
Thursday, March 30, 11am; $25-
$60. George’s at the Cove Ocean 
Terrace, 1250 Prospect Street. 
(LA JOLLA)

HOW TO SEND US YOUR 
LISTING: Have an event? We 
want it! Festivals, lectures, sporting 
events (including surfing, kayak-
ing, and sailing), Meetups, conven-
tions, book signings, art gallery 
openings, conferences, dance per-
formances, expos, poetry readings, 
classes & workshops — all are wel-
come. You can submit an event at 
sdreader.com/events/submit.

NOW OPEN
LITTLE ITALY MERCATO 
SATURDAYS 8 am to 2 pm
WEDNESDAYS 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Shop safe at open-air farmers’ markets 
'SFTI�'SVJU�t�7FHFUBCMFT�t�.FBU�t�'JTI�t�&HHT 
'MPXFST�t�:PHVSU�t�#BLFE�(PPET�BOE�NPSF�ø 
-JNJUFE�FOUSZ�GPS�TBGF�TIPQQJOH

01&/�:&"3�306/%
�3"*/�03�4)*/&�ø

Information and safety protocols: 
sandiegomarkets.com

Nights
Drunk and weeping. It’s another night
at the live-in opera, and I figure
it’s going to turn out badly for me.
The dead next door accept their salutations,
their salted notes, the drawn-out wailing.
It’s we the living who must run for cover,
meaning me. Mortality’s the ABC of it,
and after that comes lechery and lying.
And, oh, how to piece together a life
from this scandal and confusion, as if
the gods were inhabiting us or cohabiting
with us, just for the music’s sake.

New York Notes
1.
Caught on a side street 
in heavy traffic, I said 
to the cabbie, I should 
have walked. He replied, 
I should have been a doctor. 

2. 
When can I get on the 11:33 
I ask the guy in the information booth 
at the Atlantic Avenue Station. 
When they open the doors, he says. 
I am home among my people.

Rhyme & Verse  
Three poems by Harvey Shapiro

Oppen
The muffled sea, until you’re at the margin. 
Fog up and down the beach. Space obliterated, 
the way it must have been for George— 
by Alzheimer’s—when we walked from 
Polk Street where he lived the few blocks 
to the San Francisco waterfront, and he 
didn’t know whether he was in China 
or at sea. At sea, I guess, is what it comes down 
to, 
though for most of his life, at sea 
meant at home to him. He crafted 
the boats in which he rode out the storms. 
Needle’s eye was close to where he lived. 
Then to end that way—compass lost— 
who knew the materials, built the rough deck. 

Harvey Shapiro (1924-2013) 
was an American poet and 
editor who wrote twelve books 
of poems in the course of his 
career. His style is character-
ized by a subtle humor and 
an epigrammatic approach to 
expressing the experiences of 
everyday life. He was also an 
editor at The New York Times 
from 1957 to 2005, mainly 

associated with the paper’s magazine and book reviews.   

Find more poetry online at SDreader.com/poetry
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31, 7:30pm; $25-$55. 18 and up. 
House of Blues, 1055 Fifth Avenue. 

6:20 Signups 
at the club for Open Mic. Starts 
at 6:30. Entrants get 3 minutes. 
5 minutes if you buy something. 

free. 
Grand Comedy Club, 340 East 

Special K & The K-Mart Special 
Performers  include improv 
duo group K-Mart, featuring 
Keith Duell and Marty Burtwell. 
Saturday, April 1, 10pm; $1-$15. 21 
and up. Finest City Improv, 3746 

Indian Music & Dance Festival 
Enjoy vocal and instrumental 
artists of Indian music along 
with percussionists, dance ballets, 
and Carnatic and Hindustani 
music. Thursday, March 30, 6pm; 
Saturday, April 1, 6pm; Sunday, 
April 2, 6pm; $30-$40. Lawrence 
Family Jewish Community Center, 

Rhythm & Motion Dance 
A dance-based 

workout classes for everyone. 
Your first class is free. Sundays, 
9:30am; through Sunday, June 25, 

-$15. Dorothea Laub Dance 
Place Studio, 2650 Truxton Road. 

SD C iv i c  Youth  Ba l l e t : 
Midsummer Night’s Dream 
This concert will present a short 
advance of San Diego Civic Youth 
Ballets’ rendition of William 
Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. The SDCYB presentation 
will be an abbreviated version of 
the full performance, directed by 
SDCYB Artistic Director Danika 
Pramik-Holdaway, preceding its 
show run at the Casa del Prado 
Theatre, April 6-8. Following the 
preview, San Diego Civic Organist 
Raúl Prieto Ramírez will perform 
premier Mendelssohn selections. 

free . 
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, 1549 El 

DISCUSS ION 

Poway Chamber Business 
Meet 

local businesses, Poway Chamber 
members and hiring employers at 
the Mickey Cafagna Community 
Center, Oak Hall. Tuesday, April 4, 

. Poway Community 
Park and Auditorium, 13094 Civic 

San Diego Fiverr Freelancer 
Monthly gathering 

to meet sellers and find out more 
about succeeding on Fiverr. 
Plus,  meet  other San Diego 
freelancers and support each other. 

free. 
18 and up. Karl Strauss Brewery 
4s Ranch, 10448 Reserve Drive. 

Tech Industry March Mingle 
Experience the beating heart of the 

local tech industry at a celebration 
of all things tech in San Diego. 
Thursday, March 30, 7pm; $30-
$40. Prado Ballroom, House 
of Hospitality, 1549 El Prado. 
(BALBOA PARK)

EASTER

Easter Eggspress: Egg Quest 
& Story Time This ticketed 
before-hours event will immerse 
children with an egg quest around 
the museum, special trains running 
in a Toy Train Gallery, arts & 
crafts, and story time. Saturday, 
April 1, 9:30am; Sunday, April 2, 
9:30am; free-$20. San Diego Model 
Railroad Museum, 1649 El Prado. 
(BALBOA PARK)

FOOD &  DRINK

Elements of Nature Dinner 
Series Chef Claudette Zepeda 
explores the four elements – earth, 
fire, water and air – in both their 
physical and spiritual forms. Five-
course menu and special cocktails 
highl ight  local  ingredients , 
ancestral cooking methods and 
the mystic symbolism of the sun, 
flame and smoke. Representing 
light, energy and transformation, 
connect to your fire within through 
personal  sun sign astrology 
readings, an intention-setting 
candle ritual, and soulful live music 
throughout the evening. Thursday, 
March 30, 5pm; $199. 21 and up. 
VAGA Restaurant & Bar, 2100 
North Coast Hwy 101. (ENCINITAS)

Game Night Happy Hour 
Game Night Happy Hour for 
Chess/Backgammon & Cards. If 
you have a board, please bring it. 
RSVP online. Wednesdays, 5:30pm; 
through Wednesday, December 
20, $20. Sammy’s Woodfired Pizza 
Del Mar, 12925 El Camino Real. 
(CARMEL VALLEY)

Gospel Brunch Hosted by Sister 
Nun-of-the-Above (Tootie) with 
the Sisters of Sequin. Each entree 
includes unlimited Mimosas, 
Champagne, or Bloody Marys. 
Sundays, 12pm; through Saturday, 
December 30, Lips Restaurant, 3036 
El Cajon Boulevard. (NORTH PARK)

Live Music & Wine Wednesday 
Enjoy half off select bottles of wine 
at Graze by Sam. Wednesdays, 5pm; 
through Wednesday, December 
27, free. Little Italy Food Hall, 550 
West Date St., Suite B. (LITTLE ITALY)

San Diego Dim Sum Tour Enjoy 
a walking tour through the heart 
of Asia-town and end at a popular 
Asian supermarket. Trip length 
1¬Ω-2 miles. Sundays, 10am; 
through Sunday, December 31, $69. 
Jasmine Seafood Restaurant, 4609 
Convoy St., Suite A. (KEARNY MESA)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Enjoy 2-course lunch and 3-course 
d inner  menus  featur ing  an 
outstanding variety of appetizers, 
entrees and desserts all at special 
R e s t a u r a n t  W e e k  p r i c i n g . 
Thursday, March 30, 11am; $25-
$60. George’s at the Cove Ocean 
Terrace, 1250 Prospect Street. 
(LA JOLLA)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Select one menue item from each 
course. Thursday, March 30, 5pm; 
$60. Desmond, 1047 Fifth Avenue. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Enjoy 2-course lunch and 3-course 
d inner  menus  featur ing  an 
outstanding variety of appetizers, 
entrees and desserts all at special 
Restaurant Week pricing. Friday, 
March 31, 11am; $25-$60. George’s 
at the Cove Ocean Terrace, 1250 
Prospect Street. (LA JOLLA)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Select one menue item from each 
course. Friday, March 31, 5pm; 
$60. Desmond, 1047 Fifth Avenue. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Enjoy 2-course lunch and 3-course 
d inner  menus  featur ing  an 
outstanding variety of appetizers, 
entrees and desserts all at special 
Restaurant Week pricing. Saturday, 
April 1, 11am; $25-$60. George’s 
at the Cove Ocean Terrace, 1250 
Prospect Street. (LA JOLLA)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Select one menue item from each 
course. Saturday, April 1, 5pm; 
$60. Desmond, 1047 Fifth Avenue. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Enjoy 2-course lunch and 3-course 
d inner  menus  featur ing  an 
outstanding variety of appetizers, 
entrees and desserts all at special 
Restaurant Week pricing. Sunday, 
April 2, 11am; $25-$60. George’s 
at the Cove Ocean Terrace, 1250 
Prospect Street. (LA JOLLA)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
Select one menue item from each 
course. Sunday, April 2, 5pm; $60. 
Desmond, 1047 Fifth Avenue. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

San Diego Restaurant Week 
at Dockside 1953 Emjoy a 3 
course meal. Thursday, March 30, 
5:30pm; Friday, March 31, 5:30pm; 
Saturday, April 1, 5:30pm; Sunday, 
April 2, 5:30pm; $50. Bahia Resort 
Hotel, 998 West Mission Bay Drive. 
(MISSION BEACH)

Spring Menu Tasting Event 
Celebrate new seasonal menu 
additions with a four-course menu 
featuring reimagined favorites 
from past menus and delicious 
new flavors to kick off the season. 
Sunday, April 2, 4pm; Monday, 
April 3, 4pm; Tuesday, April 4, 
4pm; $85. Lazy Dog, 1202 Camino 
Del Rio North. (MISSION VALLEY)

Street Food Market Lane Field 
Park Market is a street food market 
showcasing 20+ food vendors, as 
well as boutique coffee, with live 
music from 12:30pm until 2:30pm. 
Saturdays, 10am; Sundays, 10am; 
through Saturday, December 31, 
free. Lane Field Park, 1009 North 
Harbor Drive. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Tijuana Street Food Tour 
Enjoy an all-inclusive street food 
tour in Tijuana. Guests meet at 
the McDonald’s at the San Ysidro 
Trolley Station. Passports required. 
wildfoodietours.com. Saturdays, 
12pm; through Sunday, December 
31, $69. San Ysidro Trolley Station, 
700 E. San Ysidro Boulevard. 
(SAN YSIDRO)

efcc.org/easter

There's Hope Here
This Easter, we invite you to the 

hope and freedom God has for you
through life in Jesus. 
We'll save you a seat!

 

Good Friday, April 7
Saturday, April 8
Sunday, April 9

Classic | Modern | En Español

Scan the QR code 
for service times and infomation about 

children's programs.

639 E. 17th Ave
Escondido, CA 92025
efcc.org
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Crafternoon Come and make 
crafts every Thursday after school. 
These crafts are geared toward 
children ages 6-10. Thursdays, 
1pm; through Thursday, May 25, 
free. Poway Library, 13137 Poway 
Road. (POWAY)

Jurassic World: The Exhibition 
a family-friendly immersive 
20,000-square-foot experience. 
V i s i t o r s  w a l k  t h r o u g h  t h e 
world-famous “Jurassic World” 
gates, explore richly themed 
environments and encounter 
l i f e - s i z e d  V e l o c i r a p t o r s ,  a 
Brachiosaurus, and the most 
fearsome dinosaur of all, the mighty 
Tyrannosaurus rex. Monday-
Sunday, 11am; through Sunday, 
April 16, Westfield Mission Valley 
Center, 1640 Camino del Rio 
North. (MISSION VALLEY)

Love on a Leash Enjoy dogs with 
Love on a Leash. This program is 
geared toward children ages 6-10. 
Fridays, 3:30pm; through Friday, 
May 26, free. Poway Library, 13137 
Poway Road. (POWAY)

Toddler & Preschool Storytime 
Recommended for ages 2-5, this 
storytime program includes 
books, songs, games, and early 
literacy fun. Thursdays, 10:30am; 
through Thursday, March 30, 
free. Mission Valley Library, 2123 
Fenton Parkway. (MISSION VALLEY)

FUNDRAISERS

Race for Autism Grab your cape 
and run or walk through the heart 
of beautiful Balboa Park in heroic 
style. 100% of Race donations 
s u p p o r t  S a n  D i e g o  a u t i s m 
programs, services, and hundreds 
of local classrooms, and help build 
a more inclusive community. 
Costumes and strollers welcome. 
Saturday, April 1, 7:30am; $20-$40. 
Balboa Park, 2500 Balboa Drive. 
(BALBOA PARK)

Walk a Mile in Their Shoes 
b-present Foundation is kicking 
off Adolescent and Young Adult 
Cancer Awareness Week with 
Walk A Mile in Their Shoes. Enjoy 
free yoga and a Sunday stroll in 
solidarity and in support of young 
adults with cancer. Sunday, April 
2, 10am; free. Los Peñasquitos 
Ranch Adobe, 12122 Canyonside 
Park Drive. (RANCHO PEÑASQUITOS)

Walk for Lyme San Diego 
Bay Area Lyme Foundation and 
San Diego Lyme Alliance host the 
annual 5K walk for Lyme and tick-
borne disease awareness. Includes 
t-shirts, live music, booths, tick bite 
prevention, Lyme education and 
giveaways. No registration needed. 
Saturday, April 1, 10am; free. De 
Anza Cove, 3000 N. Mission Bay 
Drive. (PACIFIC BEACH)

LECTURES

CreativeMornings: Corruption 
with Sam Mazzeo A free 
breakfast lecture series for the 

creative community, highlighting 
a new theme each time. Friday, 
March 31, 8:15am; free. Lane, 
900 Bayfront Court Suite 200. 
(DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

La Jolla Seals & Sea Lions 
Lecture and Tour Sierra Club 
Seal Society Docents present a 
talk about the La Jolla Harbor 
Seals Pupping Season and Sea 
Lions followed by a short walk 
for viewing at Children’s Pool 
and Point La Jolla. Saturdays, 
2pm; through Saturday, April 8, 
free. Mangelsen Images of Nature 
Gallery, 7916 Girard Avenue. 
(LA JOLLA)

SD World Affairs Council: 
Dinner with Diplomats The 
San Diego World Affairs Council 
Dinner with Diplomats will feature 
Ambassador Kenneth Juster, a 
distinguished fellow at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. He has over 
forty years of experience as a senior 
government official, senior business 
executive, and senior law partner. 
Thursday, March 30, 6pm; $20-
$40. Royal India, 8990 Miramar 
Road. (MIRAMAR)

NATURE

CNPS San Diego Native Garden 
Tour See how native plants 
overcome many of the challenges 
for San Diego landscaping such 
as drought coupled with watering 
restrictions. The tour showcases 
over 30 private and public gardens 
and parks. This two-day garden 
tour will allow you to see gardens 
in San Marcos and Escondido on 
April 1 and gardens in Encinitas 
on April 2. For more information 
about “Gift-A-Ticket”, student and 
group discount tickets, contact 
gardentour@cnpssd.org. Saturday, 
April 1, 9am; Sunday, April 2, 9am; 
$30-$35. Sikes Adobe Farmhouse, 
12655 Sunset Drive. (ESCONDIDO)

El Monte Ecological Preserve 
Restoration Help clear invasive 
weeds, downed branches, and 
watering. Recommend to wear long 
pants, sturdy, closed-toed shoes, 
long sleeves, gloves, sunscreen, and 
bring bring a snack and water. All 
ages welcome. Saturday, April 
1, 9am; free. El Monte County 

Park, 15805 El Monte Road. 
(BLOSSOM VALLEY)

Full Moon Hike Full Moon 
Hikes are for all ages, most hiking 
levels, and are pet approved. Enjoy 
San Diego from another point of 
view and hike to the summit of 
Iron Mountain during the Full 
Wolf Moon, with free glow sticks. 
Wednesday, April 5, 7pm; free-$5. 
Iron Mountain Trail, 14847-14909 
CA-67. (POWAY)

Springtime Guided Nature 
Walk Join a MTRP Trail Guide 
on a guided nature walk and learn 
about the plants, animals, geology, 
history, and ecology of the park 
along a scenic trail. The recent 
rains have made the park very 
green, yellow California Sunflowers 
are starting their bloom as are the 
(invasive) mustard plants, CA 
Poppies should be close behind. 
Walks start from the Visitor Center, 
are free and open to the public, with 
no reservations required. Walks 
are canceled if raining. Saturday, 
April 1, 9:30am; free. Mission 
Trails Regional Park, One Father 
Junípero Serra Trail. (SAN CARLOS)

W i l d l i f e  T r a c k i n g  J o i n 
experienced MTRP Tracking 
Team members for an adventure 
in wildlife tracking on the Oak 
Grove Loop Trail. Learn the art of 
discovering and identifying tracks 
and other signs left behind by the 
park’s seldom-seen wildlife. Recent 
rains make for good tracks. These 
easy walks are suitable for the whole 
family. Walks are free and open 
to the public, with no reservations 
required. Walks are canceled if 
raining. Saturday, April 1, 8:30am; 
free. Mission Trails Regional Park, 
One Father Junípero Serra Trail. 
(SAN CARLOS)

SPEC IAL 
EVENTS

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive The need for blood is 
constant and your contribution 
i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a  h e a l t h y 
a n d  r e l i a b l e  b l o o d  s u p p l y . 
Appointments scheduled online or 
call 1-800-RED CROSS. Thursday, 
March 30, 10am; free. 18 and up. 

Poway Library, 13137 Poway 
Road. (POWAY)

Foolish Stories & Songs On 
April Fools’ Day, San Diego Folk 
Heritage and the Storytellers of 
San Diego will co-present a variety 
show of music, stories, and songs 
interwoven around a theme of 
fools and foolishness. Saturday, 
April 1, 7:30pm; $15-$18. Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ, 2020 
Chestnut Avenue. (CARLSBAD)

Friendship Pop Up Shop 
Market Vendors with candles, 
c r y s t a l s ,  s o a p s ,  p e t  a t t i r e , 
handmade items, home decor 
and more. Sundays, 11am; through 
Sunday, December 31, free. Chula 
Vista Friendship Park, Fourth 
Avenue & F Street. (CHULA VISTA)

Opening Weekend Block 
Party The East Village Association 
will be hosting this year’s 11th 
A n n u a l  O p e n i n g  W e e k e n d 
Block Party with live music and 
entertainment, tasty bites, beer 
and cocktails, local retail vendors, 
photo opportunities, a variety of 
fun family-friendly activities, and 
of course a celebration of East 
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Kiwi coffee talk
Golden Dreams, Mar. 10, 2023

...I think I’m going to 
like Diane...

-don cleeve 
March 14, 2023

Indians, dust, and death 
along the old Butterfield 
Overland Stage route
Cover Story, Jan. 12, 1984

Hopefully these Reader 
articles will remain for eons.

-Stagecoach Aficionado
December 27, 2022

San Diego’s Bottom 
Scratchers – grandfathers 
of scuba diving, fathers 
of skin diving
Cover Story, Mar. 30, 1978

Bill’s name was Johnston 
not Johnson

-Adjacent to Bill
January 13, 2023

After 10 years, Gold Coast 
Drive finally to be fixed
Neighborhood News, Mar. 15, 
2021

Gold Coast Drive Road is 
getting worse. Hoping they 
can fix the road ASAP

-Gold Coast Resident
March 12, 2023

Today, March 16, Dena 
Marie Vindiola was 
sentenced to one year 
summary (unsupervised) 
probation, plus 10 days 
community service (must 
involve animal care), must 
not possess nor own any 
dogs during probation 
period, must stay away 
from any dog park in San 
Diego County, and must 
stay away from the victim/
victim’s property. This 
according to Steve Walker, 
Communications Director, 
and Special Assistant to 
San Diego County District 
Attorney’s office.

-Eva Knott
March 16, 2023

Mission Beach – good 
enough the way it was
Cover Story, May 4, 2022

There were a lot of things 
the writer touched on here. 
I wish he had mentioned 
Eddy Foray, who with his 
brother Larry, lived above 

the Coaster Saloon. Eddy 
used to go downstairs to 
the market and buy a loaf 
of bread to conduct what 
he referred to as ‘sunset 
service,’ where all the kids 
on the boardwalk would 
join him, feeding the 
seagulls. The Oats Band 
played a few concerts in 
front of Belmont Park 
to save the Giant Dipper 
from being torn down-
that was something Eddy 
organized with the local 
businesses. I spent much 
of my twenties there 
in the early 80s-it was 
a wonderful time-just 
as Penny Realty started 
driving the cost of a rental 
sky high...Thanks for 
the article.

-Stephanie Marino
March 25, 2023

Campland and Mission Bay 
RV Resort to pull down fences
Neighborhood News, Sept. 14, 
2021

Free camping will turn it 
into a nice homeless camp. 
What a shame.

-Tired of it
March 22, 2023

A lot of families enjoy 
Campland. Some can’t 
travel far because of fuel 
costs. It’s a family-centered 
park with a lot of things 
to do. The beach is not 
that big, I don’t see people 
flocking here just for 
that. Good luck on free 
camping, it will be great 
for the homeless. People 
won’t bring their kids to 
that environment. The 
Police dept will need more 
manpower, there will be 
problems. Why take away 
something that so many 
families can enjoy. Work 
out the issues.

-DBH
March 22, 2023

The parallels of 
Beethoven and Goya
Classical Music, May 8, 2020

Goya’s name was 
Francisco: Francisco de 
Goya y Lucientes. There’s 
a legend telling Francisco 
and Ludwig were brothers. 
Something about their 
father visiting Spain in 
his youth. Probably an 
invention, but their heads 

look pretty similar.
-Friend of Francisco

March 24, 2023

San Diego cracks down on 
anyone living in his car
Cover Story, Dec. 16, 2020

This is ridiculous;/ 
People should be allowed 
to live however they 
want without causing a 
problem!!

-Not a Home owner
March 20, 2023

De Anza mobile homes 
pushed out of Mission Bay
Cover Story, Sept. 14, 2011

What great writing about 
a tragic situation. I looked 
this up after running by 
from one of the dolphin 
statue places. I laughed 
and cried.

-Dolphin-phobic
January 12, 2023

Ten Reasons Why You’d 
Have to Be Crazy to Live 
in Borrego Springs
Small Towns of San Diego, Dec. 
24, 2003

Born in NJ and 47-year 
resident of San Diego, this 
1st-time visitor to Borrego 
Springs found this little gem 
utterly charming. Presently 
living in Ramona, we know 
something about toasty 
summers & the Santa Anas 
can be destructive. A little 
remote but it’s all relative, 
right?

-Billypadre
March 14, 2023

What cartoon character 
used the phrase, “I hate 
those meeses to pieces?”
Matthew Alice, July 6, 2000

Rock band The Cure slips 
in a Jinx / Pixie / Dixie 
reference in the hit song 
“Lovecats.” Listen closely!

-Huckleberry Cure
Febraury 25, 2023

The man behind the 
Lennon conspiracy van
Neighborhoosd News, Dec. 26, 
2012

This lunatic was behind me 
in line at the San Francisco 
DMV raving and annoying 
everyone with that idiocy.

-Stephen King fan
February 28, 2023

continued from page 4

LETTERS

continued on page 42

MOJAVE YUCCA IS A MEMBER OF THE AGAVE FAMILY AND GROWS 
FROM THE COAST TO THE DESERT, FROM SEA LEVEL TO 8,200 FEET.

May Gray is coming, coastal 
wildflowers, yuccas blooming
Less Rain, Warmer Temperatures, and Hazier Skies coincide 
with the subtle onset of San Diego’s spring season. By April’s end, 
the alternating periods of rainfall and crystal-clear skies we’ve been 
having will likely be distant memories. The nocturnal, low overcast 
starting to hug the coast right about now will gradually build into 
“May Gray” and “June Gloom”— days-long episodes of perpetual 
overcast that can dog us through the late spring.

The Coastal Wildflower Bloom, a fine one on account of lots 
of rain and sunshine, will continue through April. One of the best 
spots for viewing a great variety of flowers is Torrey Pines State 
Reserve. San Onofre State Beach, just north of Camp Pendleton, 
should have acres and acres of monkeyflower, in a half-dozen dif-
ferent shades, blooming on the coastal bluffs. On grassy hillsides in 
Los Peñasquitos Canyon Preserve and in Mission Trails Regional 
Park (especially in the “grasslands” behind the Old Mission Dam), 

you might find carpets of California poppies, purple nightshade, 
pinkish owl’s clover, blue-colored lupine, and scattered splashes 
of color from a dozen or more other species of wildflowers. North 
County residents should check out the huge Daley Ranch preserve 
in northeast Escondido. Its rolling hillsides and grassy meadows 
should sport an impressive display of wildflowers by mid-April.

Yuccas of Two Varieties Are in Bloom in San Diego County 
from now through May. Year after year, the Mojave yucca (Yucca 
schidigera) sends up a blunt flower stalk of white, waxy blossoms 
from the same base -- a rosette of daggerlike leaves. The shimmering 
white exclamation point that unfolds above “Our Lord’s Candle” 
(Yucca whipplei), on the other hand, is a prelude to the plant’s immi-
nent death. Mojave yucca is widely distributed along San Diego 
County’s coastal strip and throughout the higher elevations of 
the Anza-Borrego Desert. Our Lord’s Candle prefers the scrubby 
coastal foothills and the drier slopes of the Palomar, Cuyamaca, 
and Laguna mountains. The two yuccas coexist with each other 
in a few areas like Torrey Pines State Reserve and Anza-Borrego’s 
Culp Valley area.

The above comes from the Outdoors listings in the Reader compiled by Jerry Schad, 
author of Afoot & Afield in San Diego County. Schad died in 2011.

CALIFORNIA POPPIES ARE SHADES OF YELLOW OR ORANGE IN THE 
WILD, BUT GROWERS HAVE THEM IN WHITES AND SHADES OF RED.
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Poway Library, 13137 Poway 

On 
April Fools’ Day, San Diego Folk 
Heritage and the Storytellers of 
San Diego will co-present a variety 
show of music, stories, and songs 
interwoven around a theme of 
fools and foolishness. Saturday, 
April 1, 7:30pm; $15-$18. Pilgrim 
United Church of Christ, 2020 

Friendship Pop Up Shop 
Vendors with candles, 

c r y s t a l s ,  s o a p s ,  p e t  a t t i r e , 
handmade items, home decor 
and more. Sundays, 11am; through 

. Chula 
Vista Friendship Park, Fourth 

(CHULA VISTA)

Opening Weekend Block 
The East Village Association 

will be hosting this year’s 11th 
A n n u a l  O p e n i n g  W e e k e n d 
Block Party with live music and 
entertainment, tasty bites, beer 
and cocktails, local retail vendors, 
photo opportunities, a variety of 
fun family-friendly activities, and 
of course a celebration of East 
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Kiwi coffee talk
Golden Dreams, Mar. 10, 2023

...I think I’m going to 
like Diane...

-don cleeve 
March 14, 2023

Indians, dust, and death 
along the old Butterfield 
Overland Stage route
Cover Story, Jan. 12, 1984

Hopefully these Reader 
articles will remain for eons.

-Stagecoach Aficionado
December 27, 2022

San Diego’s Bottom 
Scratchers – grandfathers 
of scuba diving, fathers 
of skin diving
Cover Story, Mar. 30, 1978

Bill’s name was Johnston 
not Johnson

-Adjacent to Bill
January 13, 2023

After 10 years, Gold Coast 
Drive finally to be fixed
Neighborhood News, Mar. 15, 
2021

Gold Coast Drive Road is 
getting worse. Hoping they 
can fix the road ASAP

-Gold Coast Resident
March 12, 2023

Today, March 16, Dena 
Marie Vindiola was 
sentenced to one year 
summary (unsupervised) 
probation, plus 10 days 
community service (must 
involve animal care), must 
not possess nor own any 
dogs during probation 
period, must stay away 
from any dog park in San 
Diego County, and must 
stay away from the victim/
victim’s property. This 
according to Steve Walker, 
Communications Director, 
and Special Assistant to 
San Diego County District 
Attorney’s office.

-Eva Knott
March 16, 2023

Mission Beach – good 
enough the way it was
Cover Story, May 4, 2022

There were a lot of things 
the writer touched on here. 
I wish he had mentioned 
Eddy Foray, who with his 
brother Larry, lived above 

the Coaster Saloon. Eddy 
used to go downstairs to 
the market and buy a loaf 
of bread to conduct what 
he referred to as ‘sunset 
service,’ where all the kids 
on the boardwalk would 
join him, feeding the 
seagulls. The Oats Band 
played a few concerts in 
front of Belmont Park 
to save the Giant Dipper 
from being torn down-
that was something Eddy 
organized with the local 
businesses. I spent much 
of my twenties there 
in the early 80s-it was 
a wonderful time-just 
as Penny Realty started 
driving the cost of a rental 
sky high...Thanks for 
the article.

-Stephanie Marino
March 25, 2023

Campland and Mission Bay 
RV Resort to pull down fences
Neighborhood News, Sept. 14, 
2021

Free camping will turn it 
into a nice homeless camp. 
What a shame.

-Tired of it
March 22, 2023

A lot of families enjoy 
Campland. Some can’t 
travel far because of fuel 
costs. It’s a family-centered 
park with a lot of things 
to do. The beach is not 
that big, I don’t see people 
flocking here just for 
that. Good luck on free 
camping, it will be great 
for the homeless. People 
won’t bring their kids to 
that environment. The 
Police dept will need more 
manpower, there will be 
problems. Why take away 
something that so many 
families can enjoy. Work 
out the issues.

-DBH
March 22, 2023

The parallels of 
Beethoven and Goya
Classical Music, May 8, 2020

Goya’s name was 
Francisco: Francisco de 
Goya y Lucientes. There’s 
a legend telling Francisco 
and Ludwig were brothers. 
Something about their 
father visiting Spain in 
his youth. Probably an 
invention, but their heads 

look pretty similar.
-Friend of Francisco

March 24, 2023

San Diego cracks down on 
anyone living in his car
Cover Story, Dec. 16, 2020

This is ridiculous;/ 
People should be allowed 
to live however they 
want without causing a 
problem!!

-Not a Home owner
March 20, 2023

De Anza mobile homes 
pushed out of Mission Bay
Cover Story, Sept. 14, 2011

What great writing about 
a tragic situation. I looked 
this up after running by 
from one of the dolphin 
statue places. I laughed 
and cried.

-Dolphin-phobic
January 12, 2023

Ten Reasons Why You’d 
Have to Be Crazy to Live 
in Borrego Springs
Small Towns of San Diego, Dec. 
24, 2003

Born in NJ and 47-year 
resident of San Diego, this 
1st-time visitor to Borrego 
Springs found this little gem 
utterly charming. Presently 
living in Ramona, we know 
something about toasty 
summers & the Santa Anas 
can be destructive. A little 
remote but it’s all relative, 
right?

-Billypadre
March 14, 2023

What cartoon character 
used the phrase, “I hate 
those meeses to pieces?”
Matthew Alice, July 6, 2000

Rock band The Cure slips 
in a Jinx / Pixie / Dixie 
reference in the hit song 
“Lovecats.” Listen closely!

-Huckleberry Cure
Febraury 25, 2023

The man behind the 
Lennon conspiracy van
Neighborhoosd News, Dec. 26, 
2012

This lunatic was behind me 
in line at the San Francisco 
DMV raving and annoying 
everyone with that idiocy.

-Stephen King fan
February 28, 2023

continued from page 4
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continued on page 42

you might find carpets of California poppies, purple nightshade, 
pinkish owl’s clover, blue-colored lupine, and scattered splashes 
of color from a dozen or more other species of wildflowers. North 
County residents should check out the huge Daley Ranch preserve 
in northeast Escondido. Its rolling hillsides and grassy meadows 
should sport an impressive display of wildflowers by mid-April.

 in San Diego County 
Yucca 

) sends up a blunt flower stalk of white, waxy blossoms 
from the same base -- a rosette of daggerlike leaves. The shimmering 
white exclamation point that unfolds above “Our Lord’s Candle” 

), on the other hand, is a prelude to the plant’s immi-
nent death. Mojave yucca is widely distributed along San Diego 
County’s coastal strip and throughout the higher elevations of 
the Anza-Borrego Desert. Our Lord’s Candle prefers the scrubby 
coastal foothills and the drier slopes of the Palomar, Cuyamaca, 
and Laguna mountains. The two yuccas coexist with each other 
in a few areas like Torrey Pines State Reserve and Anza-Borrego’s 

 compiled by Jerry Schad, 

CALIFORNIA POPPIES ARE SHADES OF YELLOW OR ORANGE IN THE 
WILD, BUT GROWERS HAVE THEM IN WHITES AND SHADES OF RED.
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Village’s very own San Diego 
Padres. Saturday, April 1, 10am; 
free. J St from 7th to 10th Avenue 
in front of Petco Park
San Marcos Spring Fling & 
Street Festival 31st Annual 
San Marcos Spring Fling & Street 
Festival: Celebrate the spring 
season with a street festival of 
200+ local crafters, retailers, 
nationwide vendors, and two 
stages with live music and local 
bands. Sunday, April 2, 9am; free. 
Along Via Vera Cruz

SPORTS  & 
F ITNESS

Breathe & Bl iss Certified 
yoga instructor Jaruska Solyova. 
Wednesday, April 5, 4:40pm; $15-
$20. La Jolla Cove Bridge Club, 
1160 Coast Boulevard. (LA JOLLA)

Garden Yoga & Coffee Yoga 
hosted at La Jolla Woman’s Club 
followed by mingling at Orli next 
door. Saturday, April 1, 9:30am; 
$30. La Jolla Woman’s Club, 7791 
Draper Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

S A N  D I E G O  W A V E  F C 
V S .  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A 
COURAGE  Saturday, April 1, 
7pm; Snapdragon Stadium, 2101 
Stadium Way. (MISSION VALLEY)

San Diego Crew Classic The San 
Diego Crew Classic rowing regatta 
for juniors, masters, collegiate and 
para athletes features three days of 
2,000 meter racing for rowers of all 
levels and abilities. Friday, March 
31, 3pm; Saturday, April 1, 7am; 
Sunday, April 2, 7am; free-$99. 
Crown Point, 3700 Crown Point 
Drive. (PACIFIC BEACH)

San  D iego  Gu l l s  Home 
Game  Wednesday, April 5, 
7pm; Pechanga Arena San Diego, 
3500 Sports Arena Boulevard. 
(MIDWAY DISTRICT)

San Diego Legion VS Old 
Glory DC  Sunday, April 2, 
4pm; Snapdragon Stadium, 2101 
Stadium Way. (MISSION VALLEY)

Secrets of South San Diego 
Bay Bike Tour CA State Park 
interpreter, Laura Dulin, will be 
leading a small group of people on 
a bike tour of the South San Diego 
Bay. You will learn a little bit about 
the “secret” history of the area, as 
well as learning about different 
little-known animals that live in 
the bay. Registration required, sign 
up at link of via laura.dulin@parks.
ca.gov. Saturdays, 10am; through 
Thursday, June 1, free. 18 and up. 
Silver Strand State Beach, 5000 
Highway 75. (CORONADO)

SurfSkate Fest All levels of 
SurfSkaters are invited.Sponsors 
in attendance with demo boards 
available include Carver, YOW, 
S m o o t h s t a r ,  W a t e r b o r n e , 
Hamboards, Loaded and SolRide. 
Over $1,000 in raffle prizes and 
giveaways are available. Enter the 
Surfskate best run contest or the 
obstacle races. Get tips and advice. 
Saturday, April 1, 11am; free. 
Status Skateshop, 3045 Roosevelt 
Street. (CARLSBAD)

Tai Chi Tai Chi fitness class 
with gentle physical exercise 
and stretching. In the case of 
inclement weather, the class will be 
canceled. Fridays, 10am; through 
Friday, June 30, free. 18 and up. 
Poway Library, 13137 Poway 
Road. (POWAY)

Zen Soul Balance Sound Bath 
60 minute sound bath meditative 
experience infused with the 
tranquil sounds and healing 
vibrations where you will be 
bathed in sound waves produced 
by various instruments including 
crystal singing bowls, gongs, 
drums and chimes. Saturday, April 
1, 6pm; $55. Buddhi Yoga, 7843 
Girard Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

Zumba Inc lus ive  Zumba 
fitness class adapted for adults 
of all abilities. In the case of 
inclement weather, the class will 
be canceled. Mondays, 10am; 
through Monday, June 26, free. 
18 and up. Poway Library, 13137 
Poway Road. (POWAY)

THEATER

Theater listings and commentary 
are by Matthew Lickona unless 
otherwise noted. Information is 
accurate according to material 
given us, but it is always wise 
to phone the theater for any 
last-minute changes and to 
inquire about ticket availability. 
Many theaters offer discounts to 
students, senior citizens, and the 
military. Ask at the box office.
The Cherry Orchard
North Coast Rep has pulled together 
a first-rate cast to mount this spot-on 
production of Chekhov’s masterpiece, 
and its members expertly convey the 
play’s grand sweep and razor’s edge 
tragicomedy. (You know a show 
is doing The Cherry Orchard right 
when a given line — say, “What is it 
that I wish to live or to blow my brains 
out?” — has you uncertain whether to 
laugh or cry — though laughter usually 
wins out.) It remains an astonishment 
just how much life the play manages 
to put on stage in its story of a once 
great estate that is now facing financial 
disaster. 
    It takes all kinds to make a world, 
and a great many of them are here: 
the buffoon, the intellectual, the cad, 
the religious, the naif, and on and on, 
helplessly but not always hopelessly 
declaring themselves in the face of 
inexorable events and cosmic indif-
ference. Those events take place with 
unshowy matter-of-factness, such that 
it’s almost surprising to discover their 
enduring hold on both head and heart.   
     It’s hard to suggest a protagonist, as 
nobody changes much, but Richard 
Baird’s Yermolay Lopakhin has perhaps 
done the most changing before the 
drama begins: his father and grandfa-
ther worked the land here, and he him-
self is a peasant — but he’s rich now, in 
a position to help others…and himself. 
If only the kindly, tragic Lyubov, newly 
returned to her childhood home after 
a disastrous rendezvous in Paris, could 
see that the cherry orchard must be 
cut down to make way for develop-
ment. Baird gets the play’s big outburst 
of emotion, and he is master of the 
moment, but it only works as well as 
it does because he does not obscure 
those who witness it.
NORTH COAST REPERTORY THEATRE, 987 
LOMAS SANTA FE DRIVE SOLANA BEACH, 
CA. 8PM THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 2PM & 8PM 
SATURDAY, APR. 1, 2PM & 7PM SUNDAY, 

APR. 2.

Into the Woods, The Musical
In the Tony Award-winning musical by 
Stephen Sondheim and James Lapin, 
the story follows a Baker and his wife, 
who wish to have a child; Cinderella, 
who wishes to attend the King’s 
Festival; and Jack, who wishes his cow 
would give milk. Everyone’s wish is 
granted, but there are consequences.
THEATRE FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, 
7960 UNIVERSITY AVENUE SUITE 240, LA 
MESA. 7PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY, APR. 1, 
3PM SUNDAY, APR. 2.

Monsters of the 
American Cinema
When Remy, a black man, finds himself 
not only the owner of his late husband’s 
drive-in, but also the guardian of his 
straight, white teenage son, the two 
forge a relationship around the classic 
horror movies they regularly screen 
for the public. However, the grief they 
harbor over their shared loss threatens 
to fracture their bond just when they 
need each other the most.
DIVERSIONARY THEATRE, 4545 PARK 
BL., UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS. 619-728-
7820. 7PM THURSDAYS, 8PM FRIDAYS & 
SATURDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS.

Neat by Charlayne Woodard
Kandace Crystal’s performance in 
Charlayne Woodard’s memoir play 
feels a little bit like your favorite middle 
school English teacher reading you 
one of those spiky, frank Young Adult 
classics that is also somehow suffused 
with a deep sweetness and regard for 
youthful innocence — except, of 
course, she doesn’t just read it, or even 
just do the voices of four generations 
of black women hailing from Georgia 
and settling in upstate New York. She 
also moves — moves all over the 
bare stage, occasionally backed by a 
primitive projection and often joined 
by her silent, sinuous storytelling aide 
Nicole Diaz-Pellot, confident that her 
movements through the world she is 
describing will make the audience see. 
     The image of the favorite teacher 
comes to mind because throughout, 
Crystal seems to be enjoying herself, 
delighting in her task, even as she 
relates a story that is tinged with 
tragedy and sometimes bluntly awful. 
The title character is her aunt, brain 
damaged as a baby, in part because 
the nearest hospital in 1943 Georgia 
would not treat a colored child. 
When Woodard is young, Neat is a 
charmingly overgrown playmate who 
sometimes has fits and believes that 
one day, she will fly. When Woodard is 
a teen, Neat is an embarrassing relation 

whose hair and manners strike too 
close to home. But she is also possessed 
of the wisdom of the simple: when 
Woodard tells her about her Jewish 
friends’ history, she asks, “Who my 
people is?” and that starts the girl on 
a quest for knowledge that ultimately 
ends in an ugly political battle. 
     So it goes: Neat’s adventures and 
misadventures serving as a touchstone 
for Woodard’s own. There is a definite 
ending, but this is the story of a begin-
ning, a good old-fashioned coming-of-
age, full of gritty particularity.
SCRIPPS RANCH THEATRE, 9783 AVENUE 
OF NATIONS, SCRIPPS RANCH. 858-578-
7728. 8PM FRIDAY & SATURDAY, APR. 1, 
2PM SUNDAY, APR. 2.

The Outsiders
It’s been a while: since the 1967 novel 
from S.E. Hinton about the struggles of 
a bunch of underclass young Greasers 
in an Oklahoma town ruled by wealthy 
Socs, as related by the observant 
orphan Ponyboy. And since the 1983 
film that helped make stars of Matt 
Dillon, Tom Cruise, Patrick Swayze, 
etc. Now, playwright Adam Rapp has 
drawn from both to give us a musical 
version, directed by Danya Taymor. 
There is much to admire, but too much 
time to admire it — too much time 
when the action loses its grip on the 
viewer, making spectators out of what 
should be an enraptured audience. 
     Admirable: the staging is full of 
brilliant, memorable bits. There’s the 
opening scene, that turns the theater 
into a movie palace, with our hero 
sneaking into a showing of Cool Hand 
Luke and ushers shining accusatory 
flashlights into the audience. There’s 
the abandoned church that serves 
as a hideout for two kids on the run, 
suspended in midair to highlight 
their isolation and doomed dreams of 
transcendence. And there’s the rumble 
in the rain, which finds a way to create 
a dance fight that doesn’t echo West 
Side Story.  
     Mixed: the songs — which spend 
a lot of time in minor-interval, 
introspective, alt-country territory with 
occasional ventures into the anthemic 
— do a lot of work raising subtext to 
text. Sometimes this works, as when 
Ponyboy simultaneously reveals his 
literary bent and dreams of something 
finer with “Great Expectations.” 
Sometimes it doesn’t, as when it 
makes the manly Darrel sound like 
a whinging whiner as he sings about 
how hard it is to give up your dreams 
to take care of your ungrateful younger 
brothers. 
     That gets at the real trouble here: 
the acting is fine, but the play feels a 
step removed from the people it seeks 
to portray. It serves up moments, but 
misses the men who inhabit them.
LA JOLLA PLAYHOUSE, 2910 LA JOLLA 
VILLAGE DR., UCSD. 858-550-1010. 8PM 
THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS, 2PM & 8PM 
SATURDAYS, 7PM SUNDAYS.

Present Laughter
Celebrate playwright Noël Coward’s 
legendary wit and larger-than-life 
persona. Based on Coward himself, 
actor Garry Essendine is the star of the 
London theatrical scene at the height 
of his fame and adored by legions of 
admirers–perhaps a little too much. 
Fans regularly throw themselves at 
Garry’s feet, drawn in by his charm 
and charisma, throwing his household 
into chaos. In the week before Garry is 
set to embark on an African tour, he 
is forced to juggle a besotted young 
woman with stars in her eyes, an 
unhinged young playwright obsessed 
with being in Garry’s presence, his 
best friend’s wife who is determined to 
seduce him, his manager, his producer, 

his secretary, his estranged ex-wife, and 
an impending mid-life crisis.
CYGNET THEATRE, 4040 TWIGGS 
ST., OLD TOWN. 619-337-
1525. 7:30PM WEDNESDAYS.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
When I was a boy, I used to visit an 
elderly neighbor to keep her company. 
She liked to listen to a radio station that 
played what I would come to know as 
“oldies” — Frank Sinatra, Perry Como, 
etc. The station’s tagline, repeated ad 
infinitum, was “The Music of Your 
Life.” This was baffling to me, until 
I got a little older and figured out it 
was The Music of Her Life. The music 
she had grown up with, swooned over, 
fallen in love to, and wept along with, 
and which now took her back to those 
halcyon days, so long ago and far away. 
     I thought of her as I soaked in the 
sonic memory machine that is R-E-S-P-
E-C-T: six women taking the audience 
back, back, way back to songs of the 
‘60s, with a little help from the band. 
Every now and then, we heard a bit of 
biography or a dollop of history: Buffy 
Sainte-Marie’s “Universal Soldier” even 
got some politically-tinged backstory. 
(Who sends the soldiers to do their 
killing? The politicians. And who 
elects the politicians? Why, we do!) 
But for the most part, there was no 
story at work, just time passing, from 
Lesley Gore and “Teen-Pan Alley” up 
through Joni Mitchell’s “Woodstock,” 
with chronological detours here and 
there to highlight particular artists 
(The Supremes, Dionne Warwick, 
songwriter Laura Nyro). And as the 
title might indicate, Aretha got to close 
the show with “the #1 song of all time 
as ranked by Rolling Stone.” 
     The theatrical magic came from 
the performers’ embodiment of so 
many different artists — not just the 
vocal invocations, though they were 
impressive, but hair, makeup, move-
ment, manner. They got help from 
the artists themselves, whose images 
were projected bigly on the beaded 
backdrop. It probably helps if you know 
most of the songs, since very few of 
them are presented in toto. It probably 
helps even more if you lived with them, 
if they were The Music of Your Life.
LAMB’S PLAYERS THEATRE, 1142 
ORANGE AVE., CORONADO. 619-437-
0600. 7PM THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS, 2PM 
& 7PM SATURDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS, 2PM 
& 7PM WEDNESDAYS.

The Roommate
The Odd Couple meets Breaking Bad 
in this wickedly funny comedy. With a 
recent divorce and her son living across 
the country, Sharon posts a listing for a 
roommate to fill the empty space of her 
Iowa home. Enter Robyn, a fascinating 
woman who needs a place to hide and 
the chance to start over. When Sharon 
begins to uncover Robyn’s secrets, 
she taps into a deep-seated desire to 
abandon her comfort zone and live a 
life of danger and adventure.
NEW VILLAGE ARTS 
THEATRE, 2787 B STATE ST., 
CARLSBAD. 760-433-3245. 7:30PM 
THURSDAYS, 8PM FRIDAYS, 7:30PM 
SATURDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS.

The Roustabouts Theatre 
Co: gUnTOPIA
I hesitate to write that Will Cooper’s 
gUnTOPIA opens with a bang, because, 
good grief, there’s obvious and then 
there’s obvious. But when a parent’s 
response to the shooting death of 
his daughter is to remind his son the 
shooter that there are rules against 
gunplay in the house, well, who’s to say? 
We’re through the looking glass here, 
people — another thing I wouldn’t 

write, except the play goes so far as to 
introduce a strange little 
Alice and then has her actually read 
Lewis Carroll’s story of a topsy-turvy 
world, where stuff may seem crazy, 
but it’s mostly because you’re not from 
there. 
     So naturally, when the detective 
arrives to investigate the shooting, he 
wants to know if it was a clean 
and Dad assures him, “Center mass. 
We’re very good parents.” So okay, we’re 
going after the alarming American 
tolerance for gun violence, and driving 
the point home by setting the show in 
something like the straightlaced ‘50s, 
where Father Knows Best, Mom just 
wants a 
is outrageous — “much worse than 
shooting.” But Cooper means it when 
he writes in the program that this is 
not an advocacy play; nor is it simply 
an adventure in terrifying absurdity. Its 
sincerity and humanity are its saving 
graces, even if they’re mostly confined 
to Phil Johnson’s Harry. The rest of the 
capable cast simply has to hold steady 
— though wife Mary does start to crack 
under the strain of being married to a 
man in crisis. 
     Harry gets two great turns here: the 
gradual encroachment of grief over 
the course of the show, and a fantastic 
paean to gun ownership, delivered as 
a lesson to his whiny son, but actually 
spoken as a reassuring creed in the face 
of crumbling faith. “Man could face his 
enemies with hope! The gun was 
itself! It allowed freedom, trust, loyalty, 
mutual respect, enlightenment! When 
we shoot, we rise from barbarism to 
enlightenment!” But alas, there’s no 
sense in being sane when the whole 
world is crazy.
MOXIE THEATRE, 6663 EL CAJON BL., 
SUITE N, ROLANDO. 858-598-7620. 8PM 
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, & SATURDAYS, 

Neat: Finding grace in an unlikely place.

Classical Academy High 
School proudly presents

Guys & Dolls
Hit 1950s Tony award  
winning musical high 
school performance.

March 30 – April 2 
Thu: 7pm 

Fri: 4pm & 7:30pm 
Sat: 2pm & 7pm 

Sun: 2pm

For TICKETS and  
information, visit 

CAHSPlay.com
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his secretary, his estranged ex-wife, and 
an impending mid-life crisis.
CYGNET THEATRE, 4040 TWIGGS 
ST., OLD TOWN. 619-337-
1525. 7:30PM WEDNESDAYS.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
When I was a boy, I used to visit an 
elderly neighbor to keep her company. 
She liked to listen to a radio station that 
played what I would come to know as 
“oldies” — Frank Sinatra, Perry Como, 
etc. The station’s tagline, repeated ad 
infinitum, was “The Music of Your 
Life.” This was baffling to me, until 
I got a little older and figured out it 
was The Music of Her Life. The music 
she had grown up with, swooned over, 
fallen in love to, and wept along with, 
and which now took her back to those 
halcyon days, so long ago and far away. 
     I thought of her as I soaked in the 
sonic memory machine that is R-E-S-P-
E-C-T: six women taking the audience 
back, back, way back to songs of the 
‘60s, with a little help from the band. 
Every now and then, we heard a bit of 
biography or a dollop of history: Buffy 
Sainte-Marie’s “Universal Soldier” even 
got some politically-tinged backstory. 
(Who sends the soldiers to do their 
killing? The politicians. And who 
elects the politicians? Why, we do!) 
But for the most part, there was no 
story at work, just time passing, from 
Lesley Gore and “Teen-Pan Alley” up 
through Joni Mitchell’s “Woodstock,” 
with chronological detours here and 
there to highlight particular artists 
(The Supremes, Dionne Warwick, 
songwriter Laura Nyro). And as the 
title might indicate, Aretha got to close 
the show with “the #1 song of all time 
as ranked by Rolling Stone.” 
     The theatrical magic came from 
the performers’ embodiment of so 
many different artists — not just the 
vocal invocations, though they were 
impressive, but hair, makeup, move-
ment, manner. They got help from 
the artists themselves, whose images 
were projected bigly on the beaded 
backdrop. It probably helps if you know 
most of the songs, since very few of 
them are presented in toto. It probably 
helps even more if you lived with them, 
if they were The Music of Your Life.
LAMB’S PLAYERS THEATRE, 1142 
ORANGE AVE., CORONADO. 619-437-
0600. 7PM THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS, 2PM 
& 7PM SATURDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS, 2PM 
& 7PM WEDNESDAYS.

The Roommate
The Odd Couple meets Breaking Bad 
in this wickedly funny comedy. With a 
recent divorce and her son living across 
the country, Sharon posts a listing for a 
roommate to fill the empty space of her 
Iowa home. Enter Robyn, a fascinating 
woman who needs a place to hide and 
the chance to start over. When Sharon 
begins to uncover Robyn’s secrets, 
she taps into a deep-seated desire to 
abandon her comfort zone and live a 
life of danger and adventure.
NEW VILLAGE ARTS 
THEATRE, 2787 B STATE ST., 
CARLSBAD. 760-433-3245. 7:30PM 
THURSDAYS, 8PM FRIDAYS, 7:30PM 
SATURDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS.

The Roustabouts Theatre 
Co: gUnTOPIA
I hesitate to write that Will Cooper’s 
gUnTOPIA opens with a bang, because, 
good grief, there’s obvious and then 
there’s obvious. But when a parent’s 
response to the shooting death of 
his daughter is to remind his son the 
shooter that there are rules against 
gunplay in the house, well, who’s to say? 
We’re through the looking glass here, 
people — another thing I wouldn’t 

write, except the play goes so far as to 
introduce a strange little girl named 
Alice and then has her actually read 
Lewis Carroll’s story of a topsy-turvy 
world, where stuff may seem crazy, 
but it’s mostly because you’re not from 
there. 
     So naturally, when the detective 
arrives to investigate the shooting, he 
wants to know if it was a clean kill, 
and Dad assures him, “Center mass. 
We’re very good parents.” So okay, we’re 
going after the alarming American 
tolerance for gun violence, and driving 
the point home by setting the show in 
something like the straightlaced ‘50s, 
where Father Knows Best, Mom just 
wants a baby, and schoolyard profanity 
is outrageous — “much worse than 
shooting.” But Cooper means it when 
he writes in the program that this is 
not an advocacy play; nor is it simply 
an adventure in terrifying absurdity. Its 
sincerity and humanity are its saving 
graces, even if they’re mostly confined 
to Phil Johnson’s Harry. The rest of the 
capable cast simply has to hold steady 
— though wife Mary does start to crack 
under the strain of being married to a 
man in crisis. 
     Harry gets two great turns here: the 
gradual encroachment of grief over 
the course of the show, and a fantastic 
paean to gun ownership, delivered as 
a lesson to his whiny son, but actually 
spoken as a reassuring creed in the face 
of crumbling faith. “Man could face his 
enemies with hope! The gun was life 
itself! It allowed freedom, trust, loyalty, 
mutual respect, enlightenment! When 
we shoot, we rise from barbarism to 
enlightenment!” But alas, there’s no 
sense in being sane when the whole 
world is crazy.
MOXIE THEATRE, 6663 EL CAJON BL., 
SUITE N, ROLANDO. 858-598-7620. 8PM 
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, & SATURDAYS, 

2PM SUNDAYS.

San Diego Opera: Tosca
Tosca is Giacomo Puccini’s gripping 
drama filled with torture, treachery, 
lust, execution, and suicide. Scarpia, 
the chief of police, wants only two 
things: to recapture the escaped 
prisoner Angelotti and to seduce 
Tosca, an opera singer of incredible 
voice and beauty. Tosca is in love with 
Cavaradossi, an artist and sympathizer 
of  Angelott i .  Af ter  ar rest ing 
Cavaradossi for harboring Angelotti, 
Scarpia plays with Tosca’s emotions, 
promising to free Cavaradossi if 
Tosca will succumb to Scarpia’s 
desires. But Tosca has a plan of her 
own, all of which unfolds with tragic 
consequences from which no one can 
escape. Soaring and sensuous, filled 
with such beautiful arias as Tosca’s 
“Vissi d’arte”, Cavaradossi’s “Recondita 
armonia” and the powerful choral 
piece “Te Deum”, Tosca has some 
of opera’s most beloved music, and 
one of opera’s most gripping plots. 
Tosca welcomes the return of soprano 
Michelle Bradley in the title role, and 
Greer Grimsley in his signature role 
of Scarpia. Argentinian tenor Marcelo 
Puente makes his San Diego Opera 
debut as Cavaradossi. Directed 
by Alan Hicks and conducted by 
Valerio Galli.
SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD 
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. 7:30PM FRIDAY, 2PM SUNDAY, 
APR. 2.

The Savannah Sipping Society
Four Southern women are drawn 
together by Fate — and an impromptu 
happy hour — and discover they all 
need to create some excitement in 
their lives.
POWPAC, 13250 POWAY RD., POWAY. 858-
679-8085. 8PM FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS, 

2PM SUNDAYS.

Slowgirl
The story of a teenager who flees to her 
reclusive uncle’s retreat in the Costa 
Rican jungle to escape the aftermath 
of a horrific accident. The week they 
spend together forces them both to 
confront who they are as well as what 
it is they are running from.
ONSTAGE PLAYHOUSE, 291 THIRD AVE., 
CHULA VISTA. 619-422-7787. 8PM 
THURSDAYS & FRIDAYS, 2PM SUNDAYS.

The XIXth (The Nineteenth)
Mexico City,  1968. Two Black 
American sprinters, the fastest men 
on Earth, raise their fists in protest. 
Inspired by real events from the 
historic 19th Olympic Games, and 
directed by Carl Cofield (Seize the 
King, The Bacchae), this suspenseful 
world-premiere play by Kemp Powers 
(Pixar’s Soul, One Night in Miami) 
chronicles the intersection of sports 
and activism, and shows the life-
changing repercussions of being a 
champion who chooses to speak out.
OLD GLOBE THEATRE, 1363 OLD 
GLOBE WAY, BALBOA PARK. 619-234-
5623. 7PM TUESDAYS.

STREAMING

Swarm — Swarm is an extremely, 
thinly veiled story about a Beyoncé 
"BeyHive" member taking things to 
psychotic new levels. Anyone who 
follows the Queen Bey (like me) will 
recognize the references to real-life 
moments from her music career. 
Anyone who doesn't, will rejoice 
in poking fun at the crazy fans... 
and then maybe sleep with one eye 

open. The fact that it was created by 
Donald Glover gives it serious clout 
and makes it more than just some 
wack-a-doodle story, but one with 
actual psychological complexity. 
(2023) — A.T.   (AMAZON PRIME)

Love Is Blind — It's back, baby! The 
4th season started for Love Is Blind, 
another wonderfully cheesy reality 
romance show. This one is about 
people dating and proposing without 
ever seeing each other, then deciding 
whether or not to go through with it 
at the altar. I'm all in, even though 
the experiment has proven nearly 0% 
successful. I'm truly grateful for all 
these people who are willing to put 
their love lives on blast, so I can pick 
it apart. It's a fun, dumb watch, but 
the best part is honestly chatting with 
my friends about every episode as the 
drama unfolds. (2020-2023) — A.T.   
(NETFLIX)

MOVIES

All reviews are by Scott Marks, 
Matthew Lickona, and Duncan 
Shepherd. Priorities are indicated 
by one to five stars and antipathies 
by the black spot. Unrated movies 
are for now unreviewed. Thousands 
of past reviews are available online 
at SDReader.com/movies.

Ant -Man  and  the  Wasp : 
Quantumania — My first thought 
as the credits rolled was, “I didn’t feel 
a thing.” But that’s not fair. I did feel 
stuff. Disappointed by the clichéd 
staging, lazy effects, and incoherent 
action of the brief opening sequence 
(set against an admittedly dramatic 

nebula-filled sky). Bemused by Ant-
Man’s rambling, maybe-supposed-
to-be-charming introduction about 
how his life doesn’t make sense — but 
that’s okay! Annoyed by his teenage 
daughter’s faux-righteous rebellion 
against the mean cops using tear gas 
to clear out a homeless encampment 
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g ht . 
Dumbfounded by the fact that Ant-
Man’s Father Figure has been Ant-
Man's helping teenage daughter do 
research on the realm in which his 
wife was trapped for 30 years without 
telling said wife (or Ant Man). Queasy 
about how much anti-aging CGI may 
or may not have been lavished upon 
the actors’ visages. Frustrated when 
disaster strikes, daughter repents, and 
Ant-Man insists she’s done nothing 
wrong. Angry when the film pulls 
a lead-weight tone reversal in a 
seemingly dramatic scene in order 
to illustrate the difficulties that arise 
from a failure to communicate. Off-
put when Father Figure and Wife 
talk about the other people they 
banged during their separation (“I 
had needs!”). Still more off-put 
when a sweet lil’ alien keeps asking 
about people’s holes — their number, 
uses, and emanations. Sorry for the 
Bad Bitch whose character trait is 
Oppressed Indigenous. Fascinated by 
the bad guy’s simple trick of slowing 
his speech to lend himself menace. 
Amused by the desperate effort to 
up the stakes, post-Thanos (“Trillions 
will die!”) And then baffled: by the 
reduction of a universe-destroyer 
to just another punch-and-hand-
ray baddie, by the lame deus ex 
machina during the final fight, by 
the utter meaninglessness of the 
hero’s sacrifice… And yet, there 
it was, that thought, overarching 
and overwhelming: “I didn’t feel 

a thing.” 2023.   —   M.L. ●  (IN 
WIDE RELEASE)

Creed III — For his directorial debut, 
star Michael B. Jordan dips back to 
Rocky III for the “challenger from the 
streets vs. civilized/retiring champion” 
story (plus a little “rebounding from 
personal loss”), and also back to the 
original Rocky for the “give a bum a 
chance” bit, mashing them together 
into the thoroughly imposing figure 
of Damian Anderson (Jonathan 
Majors, once again classing up the 
joint), Creed’s childhood friend and 
inspiration. The two did time in a 
home together way back when, but 
went their separate — and deeply 
disparate — ways, thanks to a bit of 
unlucky, impulsive violence and the 
disapproving eye of those in charge. 
Now they’re on a collision course…
eventually. First, there’s a proxy fight 
to arrange, plus a couple of time-killer 
detours into family life. Darling deaf 
daughter gets into a fight with a mean 
girl at school, and maybe there’s 
something to be learned there, some 
larger lesson for our hero about how 
“you can’t just punch you way through 
life.” But wait — no, no there isn’t. 
Ditto the seemingly significant line 
about how Creed “can find another 
way.” Ditto the bit about turning his 
deficiencies into advantages. It turns 
out what really matters is letting go of 
whatever was and walking into what 
is. Who knew boxing was so mindful? 
The two Final Fight combatants are 
fearsome and beautiful to behold, and 
Jordan does his best to get visually 
creative with the big finale, but 
there’s more drama in the training 
montage — possibly because it’s the 
only place where his character feels 
vincible. (2023)  — M.L. ★  (IN 
WIDE RELEASE)



PERSONALS
ALI BABA  I’m moving to Tim-
buktu.

ANTON IS THE  Daguerreo-
type master.

BEULAH, FREE WOOD…  who 
does that?

COFFEE, TEA OR ME,  Sir Rich-
ard? You’re too sweet for sugar.

CONNER  Super dapper man.

DEAREST BLAKE  I’m 
doing great.

DEAREST KATHERINE  Frank 
is a lying, cheating, no-good 
scoundrel. He got me pregnant and 
ran off!

DEAREST PHILLIP S.  Missed 
you in Fiji, still waiting on you @ the 
Isle of Capri!

DEAR JOHN  You do you, Boo!

DOPPELGÄNGER ALERT  Have 
you been stuck in the bottleneck 
163 on-ramp, and spotted a person 
who looks exactly like you? Beware. 
(619) 781-2431

GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE  
God lets us know in many ways that 
we are loved.

JOHNNY B  Oh, I dont knooow.

ON YOUR MARK,  get set and go 
now, got a dream let’s crush it! April 
showers bring May flowers!

THERE’S A LADY  who’s sure 
all that glitters is natures first green 
is gold.

YOU HANDSOME DEVIL YOU!  
Put on your best shoes and dance 
the blues!

TO FRANK  Bro, I’ve been want-
ing to be Frank with Katherine for 
awhile. So, you say you’re in some 
kind of void…Hmmm…

TO GMAN  That could not have 
been easy. You must be tough. And 
I believe God has something in 
mind for you…

WE ALSO LIVE IN A TIME  
where controversy equals wise men 
and fools, and the fools know it…

IF YOU EXPERIENCED  paranor-
mal activity after visiting Madame 
Tingley’s house in Point Loma, you 
may be entitled to compensation. 
(619) 781-2431

DEAR JOE  This time last year 
we shared corned beef & a Lucky 
Charms milkshake at Rudford’s. 
The next day we had fun at Black’s 
Beach Lookout & Belmont Park. I 
miss those kinds of things with you. 

Wishing you fun, happiness & heal-
ing. With love.

I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST  
your sponsorship in helping me to 
secure 4 dental implants on the top. 
Keith, (619) 551-6368, thanks!

LOOKING FOR ARTIST NEAL,  
roommate John, Fred, Doug 
Sweda, Pacific Beach, house on 
alley between Thomas and Reed-
1977. Also, Jackie Feitler. (619) 
917-6975

THE FIRST THING THAT 
EXISTED  had no beginning or 
created itself from nothing or Jesus 
said “I am the beginning…” Revela-
tion 22:13

FRIENDS OF JAMES HARPER 
(JIM)  Please call Jim’s family. 
Thank you. Ann, Jennifer, Jamie. 
(619) 917-6975

NOTICES
ADHD MEETUP GROUP  Stop 
isolating because of the exhaustion 
of masking. You are not alone! Let’s 
be weird and awesome together. 
Email the address provided for 
more meetup information. All 
diagnosed or undiagnosed ADHD/
Autism welcome. foggyfisherman-
films@gmail.com

BACKROAD BANDITS RIDING 
CLUB  BackRoad Bandits Riding 
Club has filed a fictitious business 
name (DBA) in San Diego County. 
(330) 307-1204 / backroadban-
dits619@gmail.com

CHESS PLAYERS  welcome at 
the City of Carlsbad Senior Center. 
799 Pine Ave room 15, North Wing, 
each Tuesday 1-4pm. Play is casual 
and non-rated. There are no fees or 
reservations; participants must be 
at least 50 years of age. 1-442-339-
2650 for additional information.

MASSEUSE NEEDED: PHAN-
TOM LIMB  Since losing my leg at 
sea, I have suffered from “phantom 
leg syndrome.” I feel constant sore-
ness in the missing limb. Can you 
massage it? HolyGhostStories@
gmail.com

FINE RIDES & FRIENDS CAR 
SHOW  June 25th, 2023 1 PM 
to 5pm. Location: Pacific Islander 
Beer Company 8665 Argent St. 
Santee, CA 92071 RSVP (619) 
253-0524.

DONATIONS FOR VETS AND 
DISABLED  Vietnam veterans and 
disabled adults are in need of dona-
tions of the following: A lift chair, 
scooter, electrical hospital bed, a 
complete bedroom set, big screen 
TV. Any help would be appreciated. 

Please call (619) 488-0822. God 
bless America.

HERPES AND HPV SUPPORT 
GROUP  2nd Thursday every 
month at 7 pm. Balboa Park’s Casa 
Del Prado, Room 104, BYOBever-
age. We’ll provide Bronx Pizza, 
come get some, support, strength 
and hope.

READER TACOTOPIA 2023  
Join the San Diego Reader in our 
continued search to find the best 
taco at the 7th Annual Reader 
Tacotopia in Golden Hill Park on 
Saturday, May 6th, 2023. Try sig-
nature tacos from local restaurants 
and vendors in San Diego, TJ and 
LA as they compete to win the 
“Best Taco” award. Curated exclu-
sively by our food writers, this event 
brings together the very best taco 
vendors and you decide who will 
ultimately win. ReaderTacotopia.
com

APRIL  If you are happy and you 
know it, go directly to iTreasure-
SanDiego.Com.

CORONADO SOUTHERN BAP-
TIST CHURCH  seeks new mem-
bers service. Great congregation. 
Great people come worship with 
us. 111 Orange Avenue Coronado 
California. God bless.

SELLERS ADVERTISING IN 
THE READER-BEWARE!  (504) 
384-5361 and(562)374-4776 are 
the same guy! He’s Con Artist, 
accept only cash or avoid alto-
gether.

YOUR OPINION  Should human 
beings have the legal right to marry 
animals, even wild ones? The 
Center for Applied Critical Thinking 
CACT (619) 428-1274.

ARE YOU INTO CRAFTS?  
Doing mosaic work? Free broken 
Mexican color tiles for your craft 
project. Call now 1-858-484-4483.

“OVERCOMING BETRAYAL IN 
THE NEW MILLENNIUM”  writ-
ten by free spirit unique….Available 
Now at… iTunes Amazon Xlibris 
and Barnesandnoble.com

CLASSES / 
LESSONS
WOODBURNING WORKSHOP  
Looking for a unique and fun night 
out? Join us for a woodburning 
workshop where you can explore 
your creativity and create a stun-
ning piece of art. rb.gy/mx49tn 
(858) 863-3362 / Kamilia@sassy-
craftz.com

YOU KNOW THE PEACE YOU 
SEEK  Let us help you manifest 
it! Learn the universal laws that 
govern everything that occurs in 
our lives, and use them to create 
the life you want. Ask for your Free 
Brochure, Into the Sun. www.lemu-
rianfellowship.org/freebrochure

SPRING BREAK KIDS CRAFT 
CAMPS!  Come craft with us this 
Spring Break! Camps are filling up 
fast! We offer week-long, half-day 
crafting fun for your child, with a mix 
of ceramics, woodwork & more. 
Kids make hands-on, quality proj-

ects each day. Ages 6+years. Visit 
sandiegocraft.org! (619) 273-3235 / 
team@sandiegocraft.org

GOLF  Want to sharpen your 
game. Maybe just a beginner, or 
want to learn with a friend, will meet 
at closest driving range- $45.00 per 
hr or $35.00 each for 2 excludes 
range balls text Tony (619) 665-
1335 ajrubino@hotmal.com

SPRING FIBER ARTS WORK-
SHOPS!  Come learn a new fiber 
art at San Diego Craft Collective 
this Spring! Learn Macrame’, Warp 
& Weave on a Rigid Heddle Loom, 
Sewing Fundamentals, Sewing with 
Knits, Intuitive Weaving, & Intro to 
Natural Dye! Save your space today 
at sandiegocraft.org! (619) 273-
3235 / team@sandiegocraft.org

TAI CHI AND QI GONG CLASS-
ES,  Meditation In Movement. First 
class is free. Join us outdoors Tues-
day, Thursday, and Saturday morn-
ings or indoors for Qi Gong 6pm 
Tuesday and Taiji 6pm Wednesday. 
Taoist Sanctuary. Sign up on our 
website. Taoist Sanctuary of San 
Diego, (619) 692-1155. taoistsanctu-
ary.org.

HORTICULTURE, LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN,  redesign, troubleshoot-
ing, diagnostics on the spot. Solve 
your problems, improve your 
design, improve your maintenance 
today - no guessing! Educated, 
trained and experienced, 6th 
generation native, 6th genera-
tion horticulturalist in San Diego 
County. No sales, no installation, 
no maintenance. Check me out at 
EdwordsHorticulture.com, then call 
(619) 402-8670.

ROOMMATES
MATURE ROOMMATE WANTED  
Male or female. Chula Vista 2br/2ba 
furnished apartment to share, $000/
month, $300/deposit, three month 
lease, includes all utilities + WIFI, 
laundry, off street parking. Close to 
freeways. References required. Call 
Brian: (619) 709-1743.

ROOM FOR RENT  (619) 869-
5814  / kimae2018@outlook.com

TWO ROOMS & BATHROOM: 
$1200  Two rooms with Jack and 
Jill bathroom (12x10 each room) 
to one person preferably women. 
4 bedroom house close to Otay 
Ranch Mall, Utilities included 
(electric, gas, water, garbage and 
internet). More info. (619) 846- 1177 
/ yarin5515@gmail.com  

MATURE GAL SEEKS ROOM 
TRADE!!!  Looking to find a roof 
over my head before April! I don’t 
have any. addiction issues + I’m 
drama free & need the same in 
roommates. I’m clean, tidy, quiet, 
real, respectful & nice. No pets or 
kids but I. love ‘em. Hoping to trade 
domestic chores 4 rent! sandiego-
lady13@gmail.com

SENIOR MALE  looking for a 
room to rent. Have references Brad 
(619) 577-2356.

PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVER 
AND SERVICE KITTY  seeking 
room to rent. Will cook, clean, laun-
dry, yard work, plus pay up to $500 
rent for a one bedroom, private bath 
negotiable, parking. Please call 
Michelle, (619) 228-5843.

MASTER BEDROOM FOR 
RENT  Seeking roommate over 45 
to share lakeview condo La Mesa. 
Master bedroom, own bathroom, 
walk-in closet. Rent $1,125, share 
utilities. Call/Text Leslie (619) 
609-6901.

COMPOSER SEEKS  assistant/ 
copyist/ piano/ sightreading. Room 
/ board/ stipend, composition les-
sons. Busco musico assistante que 
sepuede leer musica/toca piano. 
Cuarto, comidas, felia. (619) 457-
8516 jebroe5@gmail.com.

INDEPENDENT LIVING  Room 
for rent. Quiet. Nice view home. 
Shared room $800, single occu-
pancy $1200, possible couple 
$1400. Wi-Fi, Meals. La Mesa (619) 
750-4447. A place to call home.

TINY ROOM TO LIVE PLEASE  
64 year healthy single, no family, 
never married non-smoker. Clean 
SoCal native low income full time 
job, male high school/college 
graduate. Seeking somber room in 
Solana Beach, Cardiff, Leucadia, 

Encinitas, Carlsbad. Dale Hauskins 
(858) 401-2973

SANTEE, $750  2/2 home w/ 
homeowner, dog. Same price fur-
nished/unfurnished. No kids under 
18. Pools, spas, clubhouse, tennis. 
AC & heat, kitchen, W/D. No tobac-
co, or add’l pets. Share util. (619) 
499-9663, phone calls preferred.

RENTALS
DOWNTOWN $1799.  1BD+1BA. 
Ball Park Square, 1 milla al sur de 
Petco Park! Harbor Village. NASS-
CO. Parada de tranv’a. 2850 Main 
Street. Español. (619) 646-8670.

HARBOR VILLAGE $1799.  
1BD+1BA. Ball Park Square, 1 mile 
south of home plate! Harbor Village. 
Trolley stop NASSCO. 2850 Main 
Street. Espanol. (619) 646-8670.

NORTH PB, $600/WEEK.  
1BD+1BR Long-term available. 
Block to ocean. Remodeled 
kitchen/bath, dishwasher, garden/
dual pane windows, ceiling fan, 
two yards. Pet under 15lbs. consid-
ered. 8xy DIAMOND @ Craigslist. 
Details: (858) 262-0257.

PRIVATE 1BD/1BTH APT. 
$1,600  Available now for immedi-
ate move in. Spacious remodeled 
everything new one bedroom one 
bath unit located in San Diego 
$1600/month. secure parking. 
Furnished including kitchen. Rent 
includes all utilities - WIFI as well. 
josfarhadian@gmail.com

$700 PRIVATE WORK SPACE 
OFFICE  Private workspace, avail-
able now! Day, week or monthly 
rental. Small storage room. Has 
own entrance. Next to a nutrition 
club. Very nice neighborhood near 
restaurant, bakery, Starbucks! $700 
plus % of utilities. $700 deposit. 
(619) 913-7716

BEAUTIFUL DEL MAR OFFICE 
SPACE  600 sq ft office space 
near the Race Track. Plenty of free 
tenant and customer parking. Suite 
is furnished with desk, 3 chairs, cof-
fee table, TV and bookshelf or can 
be emptied for you. Month to month 
rent, $950. Space available now! 
alan@life-sauce.com

NEWLY REMODELED SCRIPPS 
RANCH  loft. Private entrance, one 
bedroom, private bath, furnished, 
small refrigerator, bed, and dresser. 
Laundry privileges, pool, and air 
conditioning, small kitchenette. Call 
(858) 399-0095.

$400/MONTH  long-term directly 
in front of the river ocean five 
minutes away 13 month contract. 
Ensenada a Rosarito LA mission 
30 minutes across the border. (760) 
250-7055.

FOUR BEDROOM TWO BATH-
ROOM  with a Jacuzzi 1 acre of 
property $1200 month 13 month 
contract we also do daily and week-
ly rentals $100 a night $500 a week 
Rosarito and Ensenada La mission 
(760) 250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO  two bedroom two bathroom 
directly in front of the River ocean 
five minute walk bring your motorcy-
cle pets we call this Rancho Santa 
Fe south of the border exclusive 
neighborhood Gated and garden 
(760) 250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO  La mission three bedroom two 
bathroom directly in front of the river 
five minute walk from the ocean 
$1200 a month (760) 250-7055.

PENTHOUSE  two bedroom two 
bathroom Jacuzzi directly in front of 
the river and ocean the ocean five 
minute walk away $1500 a month 
Rosarito and Ensenada La mission 
30 minutes across the border (760) 
250-7055.

STUDIO FOR RENT  directly 
in front of the river the ocean five 
minute walk away completely fur-
nished wash machine and dryer 
750 a month long term 13 months 
Mexico 30 minutes from San Diego 
borderline to Ensenada rosarito La 
mission. (760) 250-7055.

NEED AN APARTMENT SHORT 
TERM?  Make your reservations 
now and Get $200 OFF every 
month. Studio+1BA available. Call 
for Monthly, Weekly and daily 
specials, up to 15% OFF. Includes: 

weekly cleaning service, daily con-
tinental breakfast, all utilities, cable 
(HBO), heated pool/ spa, on-site 
laundry. High-speed Internet avail-
able for additional charge. (*Rates 
subject to change/ tax.) California 
Suites Hotel, 5415 Clairemont Mesa 
Boulevard. (858) 799-0219. www.
californiasuiteshotel.com.

REAL ESTATE
1 ACRE PARCEL, HAWAII  at 
Hawaiian Ocean View Estates, 
that’s on the big island of Hawaii. 
Lot number 39212317. I’m asking 
$19,900 for it. I can be reached at 
(619) 933-6302.

CUTE 1BR/1BA, MOBILE HOME  
still available, low income but 5 
star, centrally located senior park. 
1 block, to H St trolley, shops, 
gas, restaurants. Pool open July-
November. Safe neighborhood. 
Pet friendly park, 2 pets. Best yard 
for gardening. Large covered patio 
& 2 sheds. Lots of flower beds for 
gardening. Easy to get into drive-
way. Wonderful friendly neighbors. 
Needs a lil TLC. But, ready to move 
in. Make me an offer. Amber. (619) 
679-3847. I’m a night owl. So, any-
time is ok.

STUNNING CUSTOM HOME IN 
RAMONA  This custom 3,894 
SqFt estate on 8.36 ac has been 
masterfully designed and excep-
tionally maintained. Located in the 
heart of Ramona’s Wine Trail, it 
offers a gourmet kitchen, beautiful 
views, solar, well, game room, cus-
tom wine fridge and much more! 
(619) 370-4257 / Simona@gyldaan-
group.com

SEEK LEVEL FARMLAND WITH 
WATER  Lets grow organic food in 
an edible labyrinth to feed folks in 
need creating a sanctuary for the 
community to enjoy & learn from. 
If you own the land, this senior gal 
will manage all, supplying fencing, 
irrigation parts & more. YouGo-
FarmGal@gmail.com

LOT FOR SALE  at Rancho Costa 
Verde in San Felipe Baja Mexico 
California. The parcel number if you 
want to check it out is 64-44-03, 
area 64, block 44, Lot #3 phase 2. 
Street name is Calle Mar Blanco. 
I’m asking $25,000 for it. (619) 
933-6302

MUSIC
GRADO REFERENCE HEAD-
PHONES  Reference series model 
RS2E, mint condition, open back 
design with larger ear pads provide 
more comfort, less than 35 hrs use, 
broken in and incredible sound. 
Paid $ 750 plus $ 80 for the new 
pads. Asking $ 400, no low ball 
offers please. JA311390@gmail.
com

NAD 2200 POWER AMP FOR 
SALE  Used amp, 100 watts per 
channel, fair shape, missing 2 feet 
on bottom, previous owners name 
etched on front panel, some chips 
on front panel. Not pretty but plays, 
sold as is. Great for garage or spare 
room. $ 200, no low balls offers 
please. JA311390@gmail.com

MUSICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE  “Mackie” 1202 audio mixer-
”Drive” EA30 4 speaker practice 
amp-”Carvin” microphone, cabel, & 
stand-genuine rosewood recorder- 
metronome $125.

REHEARSAL SPACE MONTHLY  
Rehearsal rooms, 24 hour lockouts, 
air conditioned 24 hour access. Call 
Scott (760) 855-3551.  / exumre-
cording@gmail.com

REGGAE SKA POP  progrock 
fusion professional lead/rhythm 
guitarist for recordings, gigs, tours. 
CD/Tour credits. Dale Hauskins 
(858) 401-2973.

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO  
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa. All 

rooms have individual air condi-
tioning, high ceilings and 24- hour 
access. Monthly rooms available. 
Adder Studios, (858) 522-9505. 
www.adderstudios.com.

PETS

ANIMAL CARRIERS  One large 
carrier/ One small carrier. (619) 
390-8216 / robtville5@gmail.com

PET SITTER NEEDED  Looking 
for a reliable pet sitter and walker 
for my dogs while I am at work. 
Email me on arincobb023@gmail.
com for more details.

HORSE EQUIPMENT  show, 
pleasure trail, silver bits, bridles etc. 
Riding boots, black high top, back 
zipper, with tree and bag, Navajo 
blankets, many many more. (619) 
442-4753.

LAB RETRIEVER COLORING 
BOOK  “MAX the DOG Grows Up” 
a new coloring storybook I made 
with one of my favorite dog breeds, 
the Labrador Retriever. amzn.
to/3FpDJ9n

SPORTS
BLACK SPORTS/ GYM/ DUF-
FEL BAG  Marksign bag (17”x 14”x 
11”) is good looking, versatile, and 
very durable. It has zippers on top 
and all around with 2 side pock-
ets. Mesh materials for maximum 
ventilation. Never used in excellent 
condition. $15. Text or email for 
more info/pictures. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

SPORTING GOODS  ski bag, ski 
boot bag, and duffel bag, a set by 
Marker, $50. Men’s Descents one-
piece ski outfit, XL, $150, and L, 
$100. (619) 218-4031

BICYCLES
BIANCHI VELOCE ROAD BIKE  
Carbon fork, light green color, made 
in Italy, purchased new, only ridden 
a few times, $650., in Escondido, 
call (760) 746-7209.

CANNONDALE F1000SL 
MOUNTAIN  Bike, ultra aluminum 
steering fork, orange-yellow color, 
purchased new-very little use, 
$450., (760) 746-7209.

BIKE EQUIPMENT  bike locks, 
four pack, heavy duty, extra large, 
never used, $15. Telescoping frame 
pump, used once, $10. Contact 
(619) 380-4861.

HUFFY  Nel Lusso Women’s 
26”classic cruiser bicycle with per-
fect fit frame, yellow. Google it! Ask-
ing just $285. Text (858) 790-1636.

BRAND NEW RED ADULT TRI-
CYCLE  for sale, $250 cash only. 
Text (858) 733-0770 for pictures.

MOTORCYCLES
1971, HONDA175CB  original vey 
good condition, 9,000 miles, owned 
10 years, currently non opt. electric 
and kick start, great bike, $2500, 
Clairemont. (207) 265-6640.

BECOME A SPIRA TECHNI-
CIAN  and own the world’s most 
efficient electric motorcycle! $9500 
training & motorcycle. Call/text (619) 
719-1104.

1999 HONDA SUPER HAWK  
996/1000. Upgraded in excellent 
condition. Call (619) 201-4520.

1990 ULTRA ELECTRA GLIDE  
brand new motor in it, doesn’t 
even have an hour on it yet. And 
spare motor. Runs but needs work. 
$2,600 OBO. (619) 258-3541

2020 HARLEY DAVIDSON  XL 
1200, black. Cash price $12,000. 
Too many extras to list. (619) 
233-8300.

Three easy steps:
1. Take a picture of what you want to be in your ad.
2. Post it on SanDiegoReader.com (25-word limit).
3. You’re done — you can edit or delete it any time.

You can still call in your ad (619) 450-4293, text it to (619) 272-2772 or drop it in the drop box at 

the front door of the Reader office, 2323 Broadway, San Diego, CA 92102, by 12pm Monday
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DOWNTOWN $650-$750

Classic building in downtown San Diego. Nice 
sized private rooms share common bathrooms. 
Property is well maintained with friendly staff. 
Peaceful and comfortable building with cable 

TV hookups and on-site laundry. Close to work. 
MTS trolley stop very close with easy access to 

the downtown free shuttle.

Southern Hotel
�����4JYUI�"WF��BOE�#�4U��t�������������

DOWNTOWN $590-$900

In the heart of San Diego 
Gaslamp Quarter!  

Newly renovated and furnished rooms 
for rent. Utilities included and controlled 
building entry. Conveniently located near 

public transportation, grocery stores, 
restaurants, shopping and more.

720 4th Ave., San Diego, 92101
(619) 233-7594



-
tinental breakfast, all utilities, cable 

laundry. High-speed Internet avail-
able for additional charge. (*Rates 
subject to change/ tax.) California 
Suites Hotel, 5415 Clairemont Mesa 

$19,900 for it. I can be reached at 

CUTE 1BR/1BA, MOBILE HOME  
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Pet friendly park, 2 pets. Best yard 
for gardening. Large covered patio 
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channel, fair shape, missing 2 feet 
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etched on front panel, some chips 
on front panel. Not pretty but plays, 
sold as is. Great for garage or spare 

 “Mackie” 1202 audio mixer-

amp-”Carvin” microphone, cabel, & 
stand-genuine rosewood recorder- 

REHEARSAL SPACE MONTHLY  
Rehearsal rooms, 24 hour lockouts, 
air conditioned 24 hour access. Call 

guitarist for recordings, gigs, tours. 

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO  
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa. All 

rooms have individual air condi-
tioning, high ceilings and 24- hour 
access. Monthly rooms available. 
Adder Studios, (858) 522-9505. 
www.adderstudios.com.

PETS

ANIMAL CARRIERS  One large 
carrier/ One small carrier. (619) 
390-8216 / robtville5@gmail.com

PET SITTER NEEDED  Looking 
for a reliable pet sitter and walker 
for my dogs while I am at work. 
Email me on arincobb023@gmail.
com for more details.

HORSE EQUIPMENT  show, 
pleasure trail, silver bits, bridles etc. 
Riding boots, black high top, back 
zipper, with tree and bag, Navajo 
blankets, many many more. (619) 
442-4753.

LAB RETRIEVER COLORING 
BOOK  “MAX the DOG Grows Up” 
a new coloring storybook I made 
with one of my favorite dog breeds, 
the Labrador Retriever. amzn.
to/3FpDJ9n

SPORTS
BLACK SPORTS/ GYM/ DUF-
FEL BAG  Marksign bag (17”x 14”x 
11”) is good looking, versatile, and 
very durable. It has zippers on top 
and all around with 2 side pock-
ets. Mesh materials for maximum 
ventilation. Never used in excellent 
condition. $15. Text or email for 
more info/pictures. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

SPORTING GOODS  ski bag, ski 
boot bag, and duffel bag, a set by 
Marker, $50. Men’s Descents one-
piece ski outfit, XL, $150, and L, 
$100. (619) 218-4031

BICYCLES
BIANCHI VELOCE ROAD BIKE  
Carbon fork, light green color, made 
in Italy, purchased new, only ridden 
a few times, $650., in Escondido, 
call (760) 746-7209.

CANNONDALE F1000SL 
MOUNTAIN  Bike, ultra aluminum 
steering fork, orange-yellow color, 
purchased new-very little use, 
$450., (760) 746-7209.

BIKE EQUIPMENT  bike locks, 
four pack, heavy duty, extra large, 
never used, $15. Telescoping frame 
pump, used once, $10. Contact 
(619) 380-4861.

HUFFY  Nel Lusso Women’s 
26”classic cruiser bicycle with per-
fect fit frame, yellow. Google it! Ask-
ing just $285. Text (858) 790-1636.

BRAND NEW RED ADULT TRI-
CYCLE  for sale, $250 cash only. 
Text (858) 733-0770 for pictures.

MOTORCYCLES
1971, HONDA175CB  original vey 
good condition, 9,000 miles, owned 
10 years, currently non opt. electric 
and kick start, great bike, $2500, 
Clairemont. (207) 265-6640.

BECOME A SPIRA TECHNI-
CIAN  and own the world’s most 
efficient electric motorcycle! $9500 
training & motorcycle. Call/text (619) 
719-1104.

1999 HONDA SUPER HAWK  
996/1000. Upgraded in excellent 
condition. Call (619) 201-4520.

1990 ULTRA ELECTRA GLIDE  
brand new motor in it, doesn’t 
even have an hour on it yet. And 
spare motor. Runs but needs work. 
$2,600 OBO. (619) 258-3541

2020 HARLEY DAVIDSON  XL 
1200, black. Cash price $12,000. 
Too many extras to list. (619) 
233-8300.

AUTOMOTIVE
2000 BMW 335 TURBO DIESEL  
Motor is good, good body parts. 
I must sell because I’m leaving. 
Make offer, (442) 244-1642

1963 FORD THUNDERBIRD 
FOR SALE  “63” Ford Thunder-
bird. Very clean inside and out. 
New front end. Very good interior. 
Runs great. New Holley Carburetor. 
$20,000 (661) 378-0625 / dward-
low1950@gmail.com

4 BIGFOOT ALL TERRAIN 
TIRES  Big-O All Terrain tires, 
M+S, LT245/75R16, mounted on 6 
lug aluminum wheels, balanced, the 
wheels are Sprinter wheels, used, 
$225., in Escondido, call (760) 
746-7209.

1992 BUICK LE SABRE MANU-
ALS:  GM Owners manual, GM 
service manual, GM electrical 
systems manual, Haynes repair 
manual, Chilton’s repair manual, all 
5 for $100., (760) 746-7209.

20X9 INCH WHEELS (QTY 4)  
20x9 inch wheels, 5-114.3 - bolt pat-
tern, 42.5mm offset - 5 double 
spoke - Charcoal color with a 
machined face. TPMS sensors not 
included. Slight wear but no major 
damage or extensive curb rash. 
Was a factory option on 2015/16 
Mustang Premium. $400 (619) 818-
1120 / dernst@netzero.net

1989 TOYOTA 4X4 KING CAB  
Original owner. 4 cylinder. 22R. 
Clean interer. Must see. (619) 390-
8216 / robtville5@gmail.com

1955 FORD TRUCK F800  rblt 
running eng, 5spd, air brakes and 
horn, factory radio, tach, air gauge, 
title. $3500 (760) 717-1334

WE BUY CARS!  We buy all type 
of cars running or not. Same day 
pickup, same day cash. No title, no 
tires, no keys, engine not working, 
check engine light on, running or 
not. 1. Call/text (619) 484-4032, 2. 
Get a quote, 3. Get your cash.

DRIVER’S OUTSIDE MIRROR  
1998 Chevy 1500 van, mirror 
wanted. (619) 408-9517 vm.

12 PASSENGER VAN  for rent 
$100 a day $600 a week churches 
get 10% discount mentioned the 
reader and get one day free with 
one weekly rental (619) 233-8300.

$99 A WEEK  Toyota Corolla 
Pay cash get one extra day (619) 
233-8300.

RENTAL CAR  starting from 
$17.95 per day $99 a week 350 
a month 3006 Barnett Ave. point 
Loma open seven days a week 
trucks for rent $300 a week Toyota 
four runner also minivans $400 a 
week 15 passenger vans $500 a 
week. (619) 233-8300

RENTAL CAR AVAILABLE  also 
rent to own programs thousand 
dollars down $500 a week in-
house financing rent to own (619) 
233-8300.

RENT TO OWN  Thousand dollars 
down direct payments no credit 
check 3006 Barnett Avenue Open 

seven days a week from 9 to 7 
(619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA CAMRY  for rent $99 a 
week 350 a month pay cash get 
one day free (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA FORERUNNER  for rent 
$300 a week rent to own program 
available (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA TRUCK  for rent $300 a 
week rent to own program available 
(619) 233-8300.

1999 TOYOTA AVALON  White. 
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $2900 (619) 
233-8300.

2000 MERCURY GRAND MAR-
QUIS  Super clean, rent to own or 
for sale. Cash price $3900. (619) 
233-8300.

2000 TOYOTA AVALON GOLD  
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $2900. (619) 
233-8300.

2001 TOYOTA CAMRY  Super 
clean. Rent to own or for sale. Cash 
price $3900. (619) 233-8300.

2005 TOYOTA TUNDRA TRUCK  
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $8900. (619) 
233-8300.

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA  Super 
clean. Rent to own or for sale. Cash 
price $6900. (619) 233-8300.

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  White. 
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $9800. (619) 
233-8300.

2009 MERCEDES E350W  Black. 
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash Price $6,900. (619) 
233-8300.

2011 CHEVY CAMARO  Black. 
super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $17000. (619) 
233-8300.

LOOKING FOR 1990 OR 
OLDER  Ford cargo van, 
fgross0421@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED
ADVERTISING SALES REPS 
NEEDED  for military newspaper, 
the “Dispatch”. Must have a vehicle. 
Expereince a plus. Call Brenda 
(619) 280-2985  / brenda@navy-
ads.net

DRIVER  Drive your own mini-
van or SUV. $23-$28/ hour when 
factoring in mileage reimbursement 
+ benefits! Essential and stable 
employment. Full- & part-time 
shifts. Immediate openings. (858) 
444-2350, or apply in person: 9710 
Distribution Ave. SD, 92121.

ENGINEERING  Senior Civil Engi-
neer or Associate Civil Engineer. 
$118,374.01 - $163,133.44 Annually. 
Must be an experienced, registered 
Professional Civil Engineer who 
can independently perform com-
plex designs of water/wastewater 
infrastructures in a time-sensitive 
manner; possess exceptional 
problem-solving skills; and be able 
to administer/evaluate consultant 
proposals/bids and assist in draft-
ing/finalizing proposals and contract 
documents for bidding and award. 
Military experience a plus. Please 
visit our website www.otaywater.
gov for requirements and to apply 
online. Open until filled. EOE

ENGINEERING/TECHNOL-
OGY  Samsung Semiconductor, 
Inc. has openings in San Diego, 
CA for the following positions: 
Senior Staff Engineer (E75): Define 
requirements for new features with 
the customers. Design efficient 
pipelines that implement image 
and video processing algorithms. 
$224,400 to $235,170 is the annual 
salary range for this position & 
salary will depend on knowledge, 
skills, experience, education and 
training; and Staff Software Devel-
opment Engineer (E77): Perform 
research and performance analysis 
on datacenter storage centric net-
works and systems. $155,397 to 
$197,730 is the annual salary range 
for this position & salary will depend 
on knowledge, skills, experience, 
education and training. For all 
positions listed, information regard-
ing benefits/total reward package 
can be found at www.samsung.
com/us/careers/benefits/. Please 
ref. job code and send resume to 

Samsung, Attn: ADC, 3655 N First 
Street, San Jose, CA 95134, or 
send to. hrmobility@ssi.samsung.
com.

LOGISTICIAN  sought by a com-
pany actively engaged in importing 
and exporting goods. Worksite: San 
Diego, CA. Salary: $36.09 per. hr. 
40 hrs. weekly. Master degree in 
Business Administration or, Finance 
or other closely related req + 24 
months’ work exp, in same job or, 
any other closely related in same 
industry. Mail resume with cover 
sheet to: Global Ally Customs 
Brokers. 7577 Airway Road, Suite 
# 106, San Diego, CA 92154. Attn: 
Company President.

SENIOR SOFTWARE ENGI-
NEER  Becton, Dickinson and 
Company seeks a Senior Software 
Engineer in San Diego, CA to 
design, code and test software 
features and functions. Reqs. BS+5 
yrs. exp. Salary range for position: 
$126,341– 159,300. To apply mail 
resume to Becton, Dickinson and 
Company, Attn: Debbie Tucker, 
3750 Torrey View Ct. San Diego, 
California 92130. Must reference 
Job Title & Job Code: 000030.

FEMALE CAREGIVER NEEDED  
Retired elderly man with minor 
mobility restrictions is seeking 
assistance. with his daily routine. 
Position requires to open SD 
IHSS account. $25/hr 15 hr/week. 
Rancho Bernardo. Ad is not for 
unsolicited services or offers. (858) 
360-0388 text.

PET SITTER NEEDED  Looking 
for a reliable pet sitter and walker 
for my dogs while I am at work 
pay is $30/hr. Email me on arin-
cobb023@outlook.com for more 
details. arincobb023@gmail.com

PAID METH USE STUDIES  Vol-
unteers need for paid Meth addic-
tion studies. Confidentiality and 
privacy assured. Contact us to learn 
more: (855) 367-8834.  / recruit-
ment@artemis-research.com

SPECIAL SERVICES WORKER  
Provides routine and non-routine 
labor associated with daily support 
of conference and special events, 
moving. Basic assembly and 
disassembly of furniture. apptrkr.
com/3988324

LOOKING FOR IHSS CARE-
GIVER  Certified IHSS caregiver 
needed for a woman in LA Gardens 
w/vehicle, cooking, cleaning, shop-
ping. LF a permanent provider. 
Available 5 hrs./day from Mon-Sun 
(40hrs/week). 2 shifts available will 
discuss in interview. (619) 269-3434

PAID LAB DRAW - $80  Vol-
unteers needed for a paid blood 
draw study. Qualified participants 
will receive $80 for a one-time 
blood draw. Call today to learn 
more - (855) 367-8834. Volunteers 
must be: 45 years of age or older.  / 
recruitment@artemis-research.com

THE PLYMOUTH CENTER  We 
provide tools, resources, and a 
supportive environment to facilitate 
positive changes in our client’s 
lives. plymouthbehavioralhealth.
com/ (508) 830-0012 / zolo-
parkaer@gmail.com

DISABLED MALE NEEDS  
housekeeper, start right away after 

interview. 5025 Collwood Blvd, 
building #1,Apt #1109 employer: 
ask for Mr. King.

PAID SCHIZOPHRENIA STUDY  
Adults diagnosed with Schizophre-
nia 18-65 are currently needed 
for an inpatient study. Volunteers 
will receive 8 weeks of study treat-
ment and will be compensated up 
to $6,725.00 for their time. Learn 
more: (855) 367-8834.  / recruit-
ment@artemis-research.com

SCHIZOPHRENIA RESEARCH 
STUDY  is available in Oceans-
ide, California. Outpatient only, 
ages 18 to 65, must be drug-free. 
Transportation and compensation 
will be provided upon qualification. 
Call Travis (619) 317-4558. Referral 
number only

CAREGIVER, RANCHO BER-
NARDO  Monday and possibly 
Tuesday afternoons. Help physi-
cally challenged man. Enrolled in 
IHSS or wiling to enroll. Vaccinated 
and boosted, leave number. (858) 
487-1225

HAVE A SPARE BEDROOM?  
Earn a competitive stipend caring 
for an adult with a developmental 
disability in your home. www.Men-
torsWanted.com. (858) 694-0120.

JOBS WANTED
GAL NEEDS CASH PAYING 
GIGS NOW  Looking for remote 
online work or domestic gigs, ongo-
ing or one time thing. I love animals 
especially dogs so dog walking/
sitting. would be ideal. Housesitting, 
housekeeping, etc are good also! 
I’m reliable, respectful, responsible 
& real! Thank you. sandiego-
lady13@gmail.com

GERIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER  
will drive to doctors appointments & 
hospital appointments, will grocery 
shop, prepare meals, light house-
keeping, provide companionship, 
and more. Please call Carol at (858) 
731-6996.

FULL TIME JOB WANTED  by 
High school/College graduate 
healthy 64 male southern Califor-
nian. Reliable transportation. Seek-
ing steady full-time employment in 
Miramar, La Jolla, Solana Beach, 
Carlsbad, north county. Dale Haus-
kins (858) 401-2973.

WANTED / TRADE
SEARCHING FOR OLD TUBE 
STEREOS  I am an electronics 
hobbyist, and I am looking for 
1960’s vintage, tube type stereo 
components to refurbish, such as 
Fisher, Scott, McIntosh, Dynaco & 
More. Maybe it is stored away in 
the garage or attic. I pay ca$h so 
please call Jack (619) 296-3100.  / 
jack22@cox.net

SOLAR PANELS WANTED:  I’m 
looking for solar panels that are 
reasonably priced or if they are 
old I will haul them away for free. 
I’m setting up an off grid system 
not connected to the electric grid. 
Let me know what you have, (760) 
746-7209.

SEEK LEVEL FARMLAND WITH 
WATER  Lets grow organic food in 

an edible labyrinth to feed folks in 
need creating a sanctuary for the 
community to enjoy & learn from. 
If you own the land, this senior gal 
will manage all, supplying fencing, 
irrigation parts & more. YouGo-
FarmGal@gmail.com

CASH PAID FOR OLD VW  Bug, 
bus, van, Ghia or? Cell/text (619) 
279-7833

BUYING GARBAGE PAIL KIDS 
CARDS  Cash for 1st and 2nd 
series Garbage Pail Kids (1-83 a & 
b) and full sets, unopened boxes. 
San Diego local. (832) 651-8302 / 
ashscoot@aol.com

BUYING OLD BASEBALL 
CARDS  Buying old baseball and 
other sports/non-sports cards. Pre-
1980 preferred but buying more 
modern stars and rookies. Cash 
paid. San Diego local. Comics, 
autographs, memorabilia too. (832) 
651-8302 / ashscoot@aol.com

CASH FOR GOLD SILVER 
24HRS  Best price paid for jewelry, 
coins, gold and silver call (760) 
815-6709 all of San Diego County.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES:  
Rock & roll I buy 1950’s-1980’s 
concert posters, flyers, handbills, 
used-unused tickets, programs. 
Pls call/txt (619) 313-1580 pri-
vate party.

GOT ANY OLD MOTORCYCLE 
HELMETS?  Bell or Buco. Call me 
(619) 279-7833

BUYING RECORDS, CAS-
SETTES,  CDs, Tubes. Cash 
paid for LP & 45 records, vintage 
stereos/speakers, cassettes/
blank cassettes, CDs, vacuum 
tubes, reel tapes, 8-tracks. Brands 
include McIntosh, Marantz, Sansui, 
Fisher, Scott, Pioneer, JBL, Altec, 
Tannoy, Western Electric & more. 
Also buying Sports & Non-sports 
cards. I come to you! Call/Text 
(619) 889-5237.

OB SPACEMAN PAINTINGS 
WANTED  Private collector seek-
ing any and all of his art. Contact 
me at clintcarycosmicart@gmail.
com or call or text (619) 684-0127.

I BUY OLD GUITARS AND  guitar 
amps. Working or not. Call me 
(619) 279-7833.

NEED MONEY?  I will pay cash for 
your old comic books. Mark, (619) 
933-6275.

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD  
coins and bars. Call me (619) 
279-7833.

WANTED: OLD SLOT CARS.  Or 
old toys. Cell/text #619-279-7833.

GOT ANY OLD SURFBOARDS?  
I pay cash. I come to you. Cell/text 
(619) 806-6703

SEWING MACHINES  I buy 
Singer 221 Featherweight sewing 
machines. Call (619) 806-6703

I BUY VINYL RECORDS  all 
types, great prices paid. We don’t 
just buy 2-3 records, we buy 
your whole collection. Call (619) 
250-3088.

I BUY SAXOPHONES  trumpets, 
trombone, tuba, flute, clarinet. Or? 
Or any old band instruments. Call 
(619) 279-7833.
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Need an Apartment Short Term?
CALL NOW FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE RATES

Monthly rental maximum 2 people including children. 
*Some hotel amenities included. Please call for details.

Sorry we do not accept pets.

Apartment prices with hotel perks 
www.californiasuiteshotel.com

Weekly starts @ $500 
Call directly for more details. 

5415 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 
(just west of the 805) San Diego, CA 92117
(858) 799-0219

• Free maid & linen service • Free utilities • Heated pool & spa 
• Laundry facilities • Free parking • Microwave • Refrigerator 
• Easy freeway access • Centrally located • High speed internet services

Free Continental Breakfast

Call for Daily Specials
Up to 15% OFF Daily Rates

Call Now



WANTED: 
other old stereo gear! The most 
cash paid always! Brands like 
JBL, Altec, McIntosh, Marantz and 
more! Call 1(619)-303-8031; e-mail 
JBL@cox.net.

OLD DRUM SETS AND CYM
BALS 
new band instruments. Call (619) 
280-2075.

I BUY OLDER STEREO GEAR 
got cash and I’ll drive to you. Work
ing or not ok. Pioneer, Sansui, 
Klipsch, JBL, Fisher, Yamaha, 
Dynaco, Mcintosh, Tannoy. What 
do you have?  Call or text me for 
pictures (619) 279-7833.

WILL PAY CASH… 
CDs, DVDs, and clothes. Profes
sional Singing Lessons available. 
Musicians Wanted. Call Jeff Clark, 
(858) 382-7396.

GARAGE SALES
MOVING SALE ALL MUST GO! 
Housewares, jewelry, Trek bike, 
guitar, furniture, Arizona leather 
sofa, ceramics, glass/dishware, 
patio, lamps, kitchen stuff. Unique 
items all in great condition. lillian
palmer8@gmail.com

MIRA MESA GARAGE SALE 
Women’s sweaters, men’s sports 
hats, men’s t shirts, various sci-fi 
convention souvenir books and 
posters, knick-knak’s. By appoint
ment only. Call (858) 693-3409, 
evenings.

FOR SALE
ANTIQUES AND COLLECT
IBLES 
es, miscellaneous stuff, low prices. 
Call Ernie (619) 277-3513.

ASSORTED 2X CLOTHING 
(619) 601-3591

BETTY COTTON KAFTAN 
sale. One size fits all, $1.15 each. 
Call (858) 287-2494

LADIES GOLF CLUBS 
sale ladies set of golf clubs. 
Palm Springs model and bag. All 
excellent condition, $55. (619) 
669-4740.

SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
SUPERSALE! 
during this Saturday’s Collectables 
Show, Kobey’s Swap Meet, 3500 
Sports Arena Boulevard, 7am-
3pm.

HANGING PLUG-IN PENDANT 
LIGHT 
light has bronze trim and glass 
shade with 25 ft. plug-in cord & 8 
ft. chain. $45. Another matching 
light (some discoloration on trim) 
is available for $30. Both glass 
shades are excellent. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

HARD SNAP CASE FOR PIXEL 3 
Speck Presidio Grip case for Pixel 
3 with 2 tough & durable layers of 
protection and raised bezel screen 
protection. It has a 10-foot drop-
protection with shock barrier. New 
& never used in original packaging. 
$5. Text or email for more info/
pics. (619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com
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Traveling alone, I turned off Wildcat Canyon 
Road and parked in the dusty El Capitan Open 
Space Preserve parking lot. The lot was sur-
rounded by a plain wooden fence, as if to corral 
the cars and prevent them from wandering off 
while their owners hiked.

With my trail runners firmly tied and my 
clothes comfortably fitted, I began up the gray 
asphalt hill toward the switchbacks, passing 
a sign that warned of death from exposure for 
the ill-prepared (and easily spooked). Though 
I often fall into one or both of those camps, 
today, I did not. I badly wanted to do this hike 
and I wondered what had possessed my spirit. 
As I began the rote journey past the trailhead 
bathroom and up the side of the squat, green 
hill, I replayed the trail ahead of me in my mind’s 
eye, recalling its many vistas, twists, turns, 
dips, and climbs.

El Cajon Mountain is popularly dubbed “San 
Diego’s hardest hike,” which is true if you’ve 
never journeyed to the local desert and gone 
hiking. Still, it’s obvious why the hike has this 
title when you look at its elevation profile. While 
most peak hikes go up to the summit and back 
down to the trailhead, El Cajon Mountain mean-
ders over gently rolling hills before taking trek-
kers up and down two steep slopes. Hence, on 
the return journey you still have to do a bit of 
climbing to get back over those slopes and hills.

Having run through the hike in my head, I 
snapped out of my trail trance to emerge from 
the valley into the highlands. Before me loomed 
three peaks, laid out in a line, like Orion’s belt. 
The closest was Silverdome, where grass-cov-
ered slabs spilled down the slope. Behind it 
hunched a beige cairn of stone, El Capitan. 
And far away in the distance floated El Cajon 
Mountain. It was so far-off from where I stood 
that it was almost surprising someone had 
named the trail after it.

Untangling myself from the view, I started on 
the path, threading myself between the moun-
tains and feeling my soul grow limber through 

the steady rhythm of walking. I passed toyon 
trees, known as joshik to the Kumeyaay, that 
grew like hedges alongside the trail. As my 
brain quieted, I felt my body remembering how 
to think again.

I was approaching a dip in the trail when two 
hikers came into view down below me. They 
were shirtless, muscular, and wore crew cuts. 
Military, I figured. They were trading stories and 
laughing loudly as I caught up to them at the 
bottom of the hill, where it abruptly turns into 
a slippery climb.

“Whoa, you came out of nowhere,” one of 
them said.

Sweaty, red-faced, clutching my trekking 
poles, I could not deny it.

“Trail’s pretty muddy from the rain.”
Specked in mud, sliding on the trail, I could 

not deny that either.
“You might want to slow down, you’re going 

to burn yourself out, buddy.”
Breathing deeply, feeling the wind in my sails, 

I could deny that.
“Race you to the top,” I grinned, before 

bouncing up the path like a cottontail rabbit.
I could hear them scrambling behind me like 

lobsters tossed in a pot, but they were built for 
strength, not endurance, and I left them behind, 
slipping into a light jog at the top of the hill as 

it flattened. It was a memorable encounter, 
and I’m glad I met them on the trail and not 
the weight room, where they would have put 
me out to pasture.

As the trail began to climb the first slope, I 
passed by a man my age with a “Hello.” He was 
picnicking on a patch of grass that looked out 
onto Lakeside, its fertile earth streaked with 
green in proper pastoral fashion. Only a few 
square plots of brown had resisted the rains. I 
began to hear voices. After several minutes, the 
voices grew louder, but I saw no one approach-
ing on the trail. Suddenly, a large shadow began 
slithering toward me and I looked up to see 
a dragon eclipse the sun and hold me in its 
shadow. In my surprise, I wondered if the crea-
ture would scoop me up. But as it drifted away 
from the sun, I saw it was merely a paraglider 
teasing me with their shadow. Another appeared 
soon after and the pair flew over the trail like 
dandelion seeds caught in a warm summer 
breeze. High above them, four wheezy single 
prop planes flew in a V-formation, like a flock 
of geese migrating north for summer. Even fur-
ther up, two military jets tracked east toward 
the desert, leaving a low rumble in their wake. 
The only earthly birds to take to the sky were 
two turkey vultures looking for an easy meal.

The backside of the mountain had been 
soaked by the lingering rains. Never constant, 
the water took different forms along the trail. 
Sometimes it frothed and foamed, other times 
it gushed like blood. But more typically, it flowed 
smoothly in a stream down the trail; keeping 
my feet cold and my socks mushy. The water 
was alive, carving out new paths and exposing 
the mica-flecked granite stone below.

The final ascent was a slow, muddy affair. It 

had been an hour since I’d last seen anyone, 
and I marched up the muddy chute, passing 
blooming manzanitas (jusilh to the Kumeyaay) 
and magenta-stemmed warrior’s plume. As I 
pressed on, a woman passed me with a warm 
smile, but when I looked for her she was gone. 
Long gone, for I was remembering a distant 
memory: a friendly woman did pass me, but 
it was almost a decade ago, during my first 
ascent up El Cajon Mountain.

I’ve often found myself encountering these 
specters on the trail. Perhaps they gravitate to 
these wild places, or perhaps it’s simply easier 
to hear them away from the urban buzz. As the 
memory echoed, I thought about how odd it was 
to carry the memory of a stranger for so long. 
As I climbed, other specters pursued me, until 
it felt like I was no longer walking along a slick 
trail, but through a half-buried memory that I 
hadn’t the heart to stop excavating.

As I began to top out on the summit, several 
green signs ushered me to the peak. There, I 
found an Instagram-worthy El Cajon Mtn. sign 
to pose with. The view was spectacular, as it so 
often is in San Diego. I decided to stay on the 
peak for a while, and felt my legs become stone-
like as they took root far down into the bedrock.

When I returned to the car corral, only my 
trusty steed remained. The others must have 
wandered off, leaving their owners to Uber 
home. My knees groaned from years of abuse 
and I wondered to myself: with only the week-
ends to relax, why do I do something that isn’t 
relaxing in the slightest? But as the wind eagerly 
grasps at the pages of an open book, so too 
did my thoughts turn to what trail I’d explore 
next in my quest to know this land more deeply.

— Ryan Brothers

ROAM

Looking out on Lakeside.

EL CAJON MOUNTAIN
Located near Lakeside, El Cajon Mountain is a strenuous hike. Its length 

of nearly 11 miles and elevation gain of around 3,900 feet mean that 
the hike will take most people 6+ hours. Dogs are allowed.

Distance from downtown San Diego: 25 miles
Hike length: 11 miles • Difficulty: Strenuous • Season: Late Fall to early Summer

Silverdome, El Capitan, and El Cajon Mountain.

The Instagrammable peak sign.



WANTED:  Speakers, amps and 
other old stereo gear! The most 
cash paid always! Brands like 
JBL, Altec, McIntosh, Marantz and 
more! Call 1(619)-303-8031; e-mail 
JBL@cox.net.

OLD DRUM SETS AND CYM-
BALS  Cash paid. Also any old or 
new band instruments. Call (619) 
280-2075.

I BUY OLDER STEREO GEAR  I 
got cash and I’ll drive to you. Work-
ing or not ok. Pioneer, Sansui, 
Klipsch, JBL, Fisher, Yamaha, 
Dynaco, Mcintosh, Tannoy. What 
do you have?  Call or text me for 
pictures (619) 279-7833.

WILL PAY CASH…  For records, 
CDs, DVDs, and clothes. Profes-
sional Singing Lessons available. 
Musicians Wanted. Call Jeff Clark, 
(858) 382-7396.

GARAGE SALES
MOVING SALE ALL MUST GO!  
Housewares, jewelry, Trek bike, 
guitar, furniture, Arizona leather 
sofa, ceramics, glass/dishware, 
patio, lamps, kitchen stuff. Unique 
items all in great condition. lillian-
palmer8@gmail.com

MIRA MESA GARAGE SALE  
Women’s sweaters, men’s sports 
hats, men’s t shirts, various sci-fi 
convention souvenir books and 
posters, knick-knak’s. By appoint-
ment only. Call (858) 693-3409, 
evenings.

FOR SALE
ANTIQUES AND COLLECT-
IBLES  mini houses, bronze hors-
es, miscellaneous stuff, low prices. 
Call Ernie (619) 277-3513.

ASSORTED 2X CLOTHING  Call 
(619) 601-3591

BETTY COTTON KAFTAN  for 
sale. One size fits all, $1.15 each. 
Call (858) 287-2494

LADIES GOLF CLUBS  For 
sale ladies set of golf clubs. 
Palm Springs model and bag. All 
excellent condition, $55. (619) 
669-4740.

SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
SUPERSALE!  Visit space G-27 
during this Saturday’s Collectables 
Show, Kobey’s Swap Meet, 3500 
Sports Arena Boulevard, 7am-
3pm.

HANGING PLUG-IN PENDANT 
LIGHT  This beautiful pendant 
light has bronze trim and glass 
shade with 25 ft. plug-in cord & 8 
ft. chain. $45. Another matching 
light (some discoloration on trim) 
is available for $30. Both glass 
shades are excellent. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

HARD SNAP CASE FOR PIXEL 3  
Speck Presidio Grip case for Pixel 
3 with 2 tough & durable layers of 
protection and raised bezel screen 
protection. It has a 10-foot drop-
protection with shock barrier. New 
& never used in original packaging. 
$5. Text or email for more info/
pics. (619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

LONG BOARD SKATE BOARD  
Water ski long board w/board the 
struts came from. $30.00 (619) 
390-8216

MISC FOR SALE  I am selling the 
following items: a couple of brand 
new clocks fancy candle holder 
folding laundry basket. a couple 
of brand new pants -never worn 
them. incomplete roller skating 
pad set price for these items is 
negotiable call (619) 450-7914.  / 
j.fifield31@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL FABRIC JEWELRY 
BOX  This jewelry box (6.25”x 
5.5”x 3.75”H) is perfect for your 
earrings, rings, pins, etc. It has a 
flip-up decorative top with a mirror 
inside, 3 top compartments & 3 
bottom drawers. Like new in excel-
lent condition. $15. Text or email 
for more info/pics. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

OSCILLOSCOPES  Hickok model 
5002A, three oscilloscopes, I 
don’t have probes, all three for 
only $150., total price, call (760) 
746-7209.

PEXTO SHEAR MODEL 269-A  
Pexto trim tab shear, 4 inch wide 
cutting blade, 16 inch depth, 20 
gauge maximum thickness of 
material being sheared, it was 
used to shear small pieces of 
aluminum, mounted on heavy duty 
stand, $375., call (760) 746-7209.

SHOPSMITH MARK V MULTI-
TOOL  Includes table saw, band 
saw, scroll saw, lathe, belt sander, 
jointer, dust collector, many extra 
parts & accessories plus an addi-
tional table for mounting tools 
when not in use, excellent condi-
tion, $975., call (760) 746-7209.

FRESHWATER PKS  of plastic 
worms new in pkge 2bucks a pk 
(619) 456-8968.

GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL-
ING MACHINE  This “Lean Mean 
Fat Reducing” grill (9”x10”) has 
nonstick cooking surfaces on top 
and bottom and can grill burg-
ers, steaks, chicken, seafood and 
vegetables. Simple plug-in electric. 
Good working condition. $8. Text 
or email for more info or pictures. 
(619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.
com

VINTAGE TABLE LAMP BRASS 
BODY  This 29” lamp is quite 
beautiful with a soft pleated linen 
shade (7.5” top, 17.5” bottom & 
11.5” side). It has some fabric tears 
on the back. The body has some 
discoloration which reflects its vin-
tage nature. $25. Text or email for 
more info/pictures (619) 796-5510 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

4 BEAUTIFUL NEW INTERIOR 
DOORS  Premium knotty alder, 
solid wood, mfg. by Craftsmen In 
Wood in Arizona, 1-3/4” x 3’ x 8’, 
no hinges or handles, they are 
extra doors from my remodel, I 
paid $1,500. each, selling for $750. 
each, (760) 746-7209.

BOOK COLLECTION, 570 
BOOKS  238 hardcover & 67 soft-
cover, about 264 cookbooks, some 
hardcover & some softcover, sell-
ing all for $390., no haggle price, 
(760) 746-7209.

SCHULTZFORM SLOTFORMER 
SF12  For Cabinet makers, used 

to bend laminates for countertops, 
purchased new for $5,000., it was 
used once-like new condition, sell-
ing for $2,900., (760) 746-7209.

SOLAR PANEL MOUNTING 
SYSTEM  Universal mount holds 
10 large solar panels, can be 
used when roofs aren’t suitable 
for mounting solar panels, can 
be used to power an off grid EV 
charging station, if your roof is 
shaded by trees or needs repair, 
excellent, $2,600., (760) 746-7209.

TROY-BUILT ROTOTILLER COLT 
FT:  208CC, Model: 21B34M871, 
purchased new, never used, $575., 
(760) 746-7209.

ANIMAL CARRIERS  One large 
for a big dog. S15 One medium cat 
carrier. S10 (619) 390-8216 / robt-
ville5@gmail.com

CRYSTALS  Moving sale, crystals, 
metaphysical books, original art, 
reasonable. Sat, Sunday 12PM-
5PM. Normal Heights 4355 37th 
Street # 11. (619) 564-9309  / rob-
biemckee777@hotmail.com

DART BOARDS  2 dart boards. 
one official. one target. one set of 
darts w/rules. $25. (619) 390-8216 
/ robtville5@gmail.com

PLUSH SOFA CHAIR FOOT-
REST SAGE  $100 for All: 7 foot 
sage color micro fiber soft velour 
couch, matching footrest and side 
chair. Pick up, Normal Heights. 
Excellent condition  (619) 564-
9309.  / robbiemckee777@hotmail.
com

RATTAN WOOD STORAGE 
ORGANIZER  This handmade 
organizer (11”x 6”x 10” H) is strong, 
stable and very durable. It has 
3 upper sections and 2 bottom 
shelves and can be used in kitch-
en, bathroom or other rooms at 
home / office. Excellent condition. 
$12. Text or email for more info/
pics. (619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

STAR WARS - BLUEPRINTS  
No# 686 of 5000 Any collectors 
out these wanting to own an origi-
nal Star Wars blueprints: Star 
Wars: The Blueprints [Deluxe Edi-
tion] by J.W. Rinzler. There are a 
few online - my price is negotiable. 
jjdarcey@gmail.com

TABLE LAMP METAL CYLINDER 
BODY  The body of this unique 
table lamp is 4.5” in diameter and 
12” tall. The cream soft deep drum 
linen shade is 10.75” in top & bot-
tom diameter & 9.25” on the side. 

Modern and good looking. Very 
good condition. $20. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 800-
5568 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL GLASS TABLE 
LAMP  This classic table lamp with 
brass trim base & cream pleated 
shade is very pretty and in excel-
lent condition. 26.5” tall overall, 
body 16” high, base 6.5” across, 
shade 7” (top), 18” (bottom) & 12.5” 
(side). $25. Text or email for more 
info/pictures. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

INVICTA DIVE CASES  various 
colors. 8 slot, $40. 3 slot, $25. 
Star Wars, $75. DC, $25. Popeye, 
$30. All mint condition, txt (619) 
817-1849.

ORANGE PLASTIC TABLE 
(16”X16”)  This fun & bright color 
table has removable legs which 
can be stored at the bottom. It 
is faded from the sun but is fully 
functional and very sturdy. Good 
for using it on the go for picnics, 
beach, camping, etc. $12. Text or 
email for more info/pics. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

TABLE LAMP WITH LINEN 
SHADE  This beautiful table lamp 
has a beige octagon bell shaped 
shade (7” top, 15” bottom, 11” 
side), tan/brown decorative body 
(16”) & base (6”x 6”), 27.5” tall 
overall (30” w/ finial). $45 each or 
$75 for a matching pair. Text or 
email for more info/pics. (619) 880-
9980 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

TEN CLEAN ANTIQUE CHAIRS  
chromed and cushioned. They 
open and close easily. They have 
two inches of cushion. They are 
rust free. They were once used at 
the San Diego Convention Center, 
$25 per chair. (619) 630-0315

BASEBALL CARDS + MISC  
Baseball cards, old and new, 
approximately 500,000 cards. Plus 
miscellaneous stuff. 15 extra large 
storage bins, sorted and priced. 
Make offer for all, call Joe (619) 
562-1129

DUMBEK DRUM  21 inch tall 
dumbek drum in excellent condi-
tion with wooden base $250 or 
best offer. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

GREEN BAY WATCH  first edition 
Green Bay Super Bowl fan watch. 
I wanna sell it for $60 to a Green 
Bay fan. Phone number is (619) 
309-3159

HIGH BIAS CASSETTE TAPES  
can be used for recording ten 
cents each. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

HORSE EQUIPMENT  Horse clip-
pers, horse tack, horse hair equip-
ment, and braided raw hide, silver, 
large mounting block. Mechanical 
hackamores, and rawhide hacka-
maores, English and Western 
dressage. You name it I got it. 
(619) 442-4753.

MISC FOR SALE  Oak medicine 
cabinet, $25. Two XL mirrors, $40 
each. Three interior doors, $15 
each. Other building supplies really 
really cheap. (760) 749-8266

MISC FOR SALE  Refrigerator, 
$150. Dresser, $150. Bed frame 
and mattress, $80. Two couches, 
$100. (619) 701-0558

NECK MASSAGER  heat 
and massage, $20. Call (619) 
601-3591.

NEW CAPTIONCALL ADVAN-
TAGE PHONE  still in box for hear-
ing loss for people with hearing 
loss $28. Call (619) 601-3591.

PAASCHE VJR AIRBRUSH  with 
hose and D-1/4HP ‘studio quiet’ 
compressor plus ‘50s vintage, 
hardcover, illustrated instruction 
book. Used twice, excellent condi-
tion. $150 (760) 472-9127.

POTS AND PANS  $20 each or 
less. New, like 1/3 store prices. 
Luggage, ice chest, other stuff, 
new in boxes, super cheap. (760) 
747-1013

SILK FLOWERS IN CHAM-
PAGNE VASE  3 attractive 
arrangements available: $8 each, 
$22 for set of 3, $30 for set of 4, or 
$78 for all 11 vases. Great for spe-
cial events and functions. Vases 
are 3” in diameter (top opening & 
bottom base) and 10” tall. Text or 
email for more info/pictures. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

SQUARED TOE SHOE PRO-
TECTS FOOT  This large size Pro-
Care shoe allows dressing to be 
kept clean & toes dry and provides 
stable protection following post-
operative procedures & trauma. 
It fits either the left or right foot in 
excellent condition. $12. Text or 
email for more info/pics. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

V TECH LANDLINE PHONE  with 
built in answering machine $20. 
Contact Paul (619) 222-0278.

YAMAHA TRB-1005 BASS GUI-
TAR  Quilted maple top, Aguilar 
pickups, Road Runner case, $800 
(619) 980-6008.

12”X24” PORCELAIN TILES, 8 
PCS  This beautiful white stone 
marble look porcelain tile in a clas-
sic style has a glazed polished 
finish with a high sheen for floor, 
wall & countertop use. 8 pieces 
or 16 sq. ft. total. New and never 
used. $25. Text or email for more 
info/pictures. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

BLACK SQUARE MIRROR (24”X 
24”  This good looking contempo-
rary wall mirror with gold trimming 
would compliment a nice home or 
office. Actual mirror size is 17.75”x 
17.75”). Heavy duty hanging hard-
ware is included. Clean and in 
good condition. $25. Text or email 
for more info/pics. (619) 796-5510 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

GRADO REFERENCE HEAD-
PHONES  Reference series model 
RS2E, mint condition, open back 
design with larger ear pads pro-
vide more comfort, less than 35 
hrs use, broken in and incredible 
sound. Paid $ 750 plus $ 80 for 
the new pads. Asking $ 400, no 
low ball offers please. JA311390@
gmail.com

NAD 2200 POWER AMP  Used 
amp, 100 watts per channel, fair 
shape, missing 2 feet on bottom, 
previous owners name etched on 
front panel, some chips on front 
panel. Not pretty but plays, sold as 
is. Great for garage or spare room. 
$ 200, no low balls offers please. 
JA311390@gmail.com

BLACK LEATHER 13” BOOTS 
SZ 8.5  This genuine leather 
women’s ladies high heeled boots 
(13” tall, 4” heels) with side zippers 
are made in Brazil. Leather upper, 
man made sole in excellent condi-
tion. $15. Text or email for more 
information and/or pictures. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com
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Walk ins welcome. No appointment necessary!

8027 BALBOA AVE. #B&C
858-533-8120

OIL CHANGE
Additional $5 cartridge fee. Plus tax, 
haz waste, & engine cover shield 
removal fee. Up to 5qts 10w30 oil. 
Special only for 4cyl vehicle. 6-8cyl 
vehicle does not apply.

$2495
most cars

Dents, dings, scratches? 
Now offering bodywork.

We’ll beat any written estimate!

FREE CHECK ENGINE LIGHT 
96 and up.

$49FromBRAKES
Front or rear
*Plus Labor. Prices may vary depending 
on make and model. most cars

$45RADIATOR
or Transmission Services
*Prices may vary depending on 
make and model. most cars 4 cyl.

$75TIMING BELT
Parts & Labor
*Prices may vary depending on 
make and model. most cars 4 cyl.

$95STARTERS, 
RADIATORS,  
OR ALTERNATORS
Plus labor.

most cars 4 cyl.

Recharge from

$49AC SERVICE 
Diagnostic $95

most cars

$6530K 60K 90K
Scheduled Services  
*Prices may vary depending on make 
and model.

GOOD PRICE IN TOWN!

SAVE AUTO
9280 Kearny Mesa Rd., SD 92126

(By 1-15 off Miramar Rd. next to Holiday Inn)

858-586-6666

Test Only

OIL CHANGE
4-cyl., most cars.
Up to 5 qts. 10w 30

$25

$95
$195

$195

$75

USED ENGINES & 
TRANSMISSION
+ From Labor

$899*

$799
$295

$26 75Low Prices On Body 
& Frame Work, Paint, 

Mufflers & Cat

SMOG CHECK
Most cars, plus $8.25 cert. 
Fast & convenient.
*Not a star station. From 2000 & up

TIRES ON SALE!
BRAKES from
Front or rear.
Most cars.

$50
+ Labor

$99
each

4 Wheel 
Alignment
most 4 cyl cars

HEAD GASKET
4-cyl. & most cars & 
machine extra.

FREE CHECK ENGINE LITE ‘96 & up. Most cars.

AC SERVICE
Most cars.

REPAINT BUMPER 
OR FENDER from
each. Most cars.

30K SERVICE
4-cyl., most cars.

TIMING BELT
4-cyl., most cars.

AXLE SHAFT
4-cyl., most cars. 
plus labor

Most 4 cyl. cars.

Service includes: • Maintenance tune-up Oil and filter 
change • Lube chassis • Radiator coolant change
Air filter replacement • Fuel injection cleaning 

Check brakes, suspension

30,000-MILE
SERVICE SPECIAL

4-cyl. Most vehicles.from $27995

NEW CV AXLE from $15995
Parts & Labor

TIMING BELT SPECIAL
$50 off quoted price

Recommended at 60k miles. Most vehicles. Limited time offer.

FREE BRAKE 
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE

EXHAUST 
SYSTEM REPAIR 

AVAILABLE

+$8.25 cert. Most vehicles. Trucks, vans & 
European cars extra. Must bring DMV renewal 
notice Limited time offer. Cars 1999 and older.

SMOG CHECK SPECIAL

Smog Test or All Cars 2000 and Up  
Same Price. Good through April 19, 2023

With any Service or Repair

SMOG CHECK | TEST ONLY $5175

Coupons must be Presented Prior to Service • Senior Discounts Available • Offers Expire March 29, 2023.

Cliff Brown Automotive • 4491 Park Blvd, SD, CA 92116 • 619-297-4204 
Mon.-Sat. 8 am-5:30 pm

San Diego Smog’s
new home is at 

Cliff Brown Automotive!

$3175*
+$8.25 cert

CLIFF BROWN AUTOMOTIVE

ENGINE 
STEAM CLEAN 

AVAILABLE
Most Vehicles

— Ryan Brothers

Looking out on Lakeside.

The Instagrammable peak sign.
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$ 31 75SMOG CHECK
Year 2000 and newer. Plus $8.25 certificate. By appt only.
Vans and trucks extra. Free retest when we do the repair.

12,000 mile,
1 year

warranty

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR
(619) 430-4369 • 1616 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, 92173

Just off the 905 freeway • Se habla español 
Offers good with this ad. Must present prior to service. Expires 4-30-23

OIL CHANGE

+ $5 hazardous materials fee

up to 4 quarts & oil filter Most  
4 cylinder cars, Trucks extra. 

Synthetic blend extra

$3995
+tax

PREMIUM BRAKES
$179
Free Inspection

• Front or Rear Axle 
• Parts & Labor 
• Turn Rotors / Drums 
• Premium Pads 
• Most 4 cylinder 
 Cars + tax

Includes filter,  
pan gasket, fluid.
most cars,

ALIGNMENT

$49
4 wheel, toe adjustment only, most cars.

$6495

CHECK ENGINE 
LIGHT

Most carsAC
SERVICE

$39
Most cars, freon extra + $5 hazardous materials fee

TUNE-UP & 
OIL CHANGE

• Drain and replace up to 4 quarts of oil
• New oil filter 
• New spark plugs
• Visual
   inspection
• 4-cyl.
 Most cars

$9595

TRANSMISSION 
SERVICE

$179
30K/60K/90K/120K mile

SERVICE SPECIAL

regularly $200

Includes: New spark plugs, engine oil, 
oil filter, air filter, 1 gallon antifreeze, 
suspension lubrication, tire rotation, 
24 pt vehicle inspection from 

$149 
Plus tax & hazardous waste fee, 4 cylinder, most cars, 
prices may vary depending on make & model.

Prices may vary depending on make & model.

From
+ tax & hazardous materials fee 

TIMING 
BELT

Call for price.

Ask us about  financing 

of 2022

Finalist

Best Auto Repair/ 
Mechanic

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK’S 
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The solving of the 
puzzles will no longer 
put you in contention 
for a Reader T-shirt 

and hat.

We hope that the 
puzzles themselves 
will be enough of a 

pleasure.

Thanks to all our 
winners so far and to 
those who will keep 

with us.

Reader T-shirts and 
hats are available at 
sandiegoreaderstore.

com/

1. Rome’s Fontana di ____
6. Apple computer since 
1998
10. Born in
14. Like wicker baskets
15. Jedi foe
16. New Rochelle university
17. Word with space or 
soap
18. 2005 Gwen Stefani hit
20. Chide
22. “You’ve got mail” co.
23. Ruby of Hollywood
24. Shed tears
25. 2008 Katy Perry hit

29. “The Answer Is ...” 
memoirist Alex
31. Garden spot
35. Architect Mies van der 
____
37. You’d probably RSVP to 
it online
40. Grand Canyon animal
41. Tel ____, Israel
42. Put in a new carton
43. “Please, don’t rub ____!”
44. Done, in Dijon
45. Tiling job supply
46. Sicilian peak
47. Rims

49. Monstrous
51. 1987 Madonna hit
54. “Dig in!”
57. Hogwarts bird
60. Before, in poetry
61. Scooby-Doo’s pal
63. 1982 Michael Jackson/
Paul McCartney hit
67. Sans-serif font
68. Collapsible shelter
69. El color del mar
70. “____ diem!”
71. Not misled by
72. Pickleball needs
73. Better suited

Down
1. Year in Augustus Caesar’s 
reign
2. “Three’s Company” 
landlord
3. With 32-Down, British 
duo with the 1994 hit 
“Missing” (and how to solve 
18-, 25-, 51- and 63-Across)
4. Aloe ____
5. How World Cup Final 
matches never end
6. “Kinda sorta”
7. “Ay, dios ____!”
8. Country album?
9. “Nomadland” Oscar 
winner Zhao
10. Minor untruth
11. Fork locale

12. Formerly
13. Produce
19. Actor who read a scene 
of “M*A*S*H” in 2023 that 
was written by ChatGPT
21. Anita of “La Dolce Vita”
26. “When will ____ learn?”
27. Item of winter gear 
with multiple straps
28. General assemblies?
30. Go over again, as notes
32. See 3-Down
33. Lena of “Chocolat”
34. “General Hospital” 
Emmy winner Sofer
35. Actor Spall of “Life of Pi”
36. “Metamorphosis” poet
38. “Deal with it!”
39. Crowd scene participants

48. The Rolling Stones’ 
“____ a Rainbow”
50. Cornell University locale
52. “Women & Money” 
podcast host Suze
53. Confiscate
55. Slack-jawed
56. U.S. president who had 
15 children
57. Bus driver on “The 
Simpsons”
58. Question of time
59. Gave temporarily
62. National ____ 
American Heritage Month 
(April celebration)
64. O.J. trial judge Lance
65. Trail mix morsel
66. Above-the-street trains

news of the WeiRD by the editors at Andrews McMeel Syndication
© 2023

Family Values
— Tony Toto and his wife, Frances, of Al-
lentown, Pennsylvania, are celebrating 57 
years of marriage, WFMZ-TV reported in a 
feel-good Valentine's Day story. "We have 
been blessed that we had all these years," 
Tony said, noting "that one time when we 
had a rough time." Yeah, that was the time 
in 1983 when Frances hired teenaged hit-
men fi ve times to kill Tony. "I don't think I 
was thinking straight," Frances said. "It was 
like it was a love-hate kind of a thing." Of 
course, the murder attempts weren't suc-
cessful, and Frances and the young hitmen 
were arrested. She spent four years in pris-
on, but their love never wavered. A feature 
fi lm called I Love You to Death was made 
about their troubles, and they became mi-
nor celebrities, traveling to movie premieres 
and giving interviews. Tony and Frances 
got counseling and committed to better 
communication, and decades later, have a 
long marriage to show for their efforts.

The Aristocrats
— On Feb. 11, during an intermission at the 
Hannover State Opera House in Hannover, 
Germany, ballet director Marco Goecke 
shocked even himself when he approached the 
dance critic from the Frankfurter Allgeme-
ine Zeitung newspaper, Wiebke Huester, and 
smeared animal feces on her face. Th e Associ-
ated Press reported that Goecke was unhappy 
with a recent review of a production he staged 
in Th e Hague. Following the incident, he took 
off  through the crowded theater lobby. But 

strangely, Goecke seemed to justify his actions 
in a later interview, saying that aft er having his 
work "soiled for years ... Once a certain point 
has been reached, I disagree." Th e opera house 
suspended and banned him from the facility 
until further notice. 

Weird Science
— People who suffer from chronic constipa-
tion now have a high-tech treatment option: 
a vibrating pill that stimulates the colon, 
CNN reported. The Vibrant capsule, pre-
scribed by a doctor, is taken at bedtime and 
reaches the large intestine about 14 hours 
later. Vibrations cause the gut to contract, 
moving food along. Eventually, the capsule 
is eliminated and makes its way to a sew-
age treatment plant, where it's sifted out 
and sent to a landfi ll. Dr. Eamonn Quigley 
of Houston Methodist Hospital helped test 
the new technology. He said most people 
couldn't feel it working. "A minority could 
feel it. None of them felt it was being un-
comfortable." But we're uncomfortable just 
reading this.

Unconventional Weaponry
— Christopher Gaddis, 41, was holding a cat 
in his arms when he was approached by Metro 
Nashville Police offi  cers on Feb. 8, WSMV-TV 
reported. Gaddis had two outstanding war-
rants, and offi  cers were trying to arrest him 
when he shoved the cat into the face of one 
of them, leaving several cuts on the offi  cer's 
hands. Gaddis also kicked the offi  cer. Aft er be-
ing treated for his own injuries from the cat, 

Gaddis was charged with resisting arrest and 
assaulting an offi  cer.

It's Come to This
— In what prosecutor Owen Beale called 
an "organized criminal matter," Joby Pool, 
32, pleaded guilty to theft and criminal 
damage in Kidderminster, England, mag-
istrates court, The Guardian reported. His 
crime? Pool broke into a warehouse on Feb. 
11 and towed away a trailer with about 
200,000 Cadbury Creme Eggs, valued 
at about $37,000. He didn't get very far; 
when police stopped him, he "walked toward 
(them) with his hands up." "This clearly wasn't 
spur-of-the-moment offending," Beale said. 
"You don't just happen to learn about a trailer 
with that kind of value being available." The 
"Easter bunny," as police dubbed him, will be 
sentenced in March to about two years in jail.

Bright Ideas
— Austin Bristoe, 26, of Bloomington, Indiana, 
was sick and tired of people breaking into his 1998 
Buick and stealing stuff , Fox59-TV reported. On 
Feb. 12, when police responded to a car fi re, they 
found Bristoe just standing next to his burning 
vehicle, and he told them he set it on fi re to stop 
the theft s. "If there was nothing left  of the vehicle, 
then there would be nothing left  to steal," Bristoe's 
logic went. As it burned, the fi re caused a small 
explosion, and Bristoe commented, "I hoped the 
explosions would be bigger." Aft er arresting him 
for arson, they searched him, fi nding several 
packed syringes and benzodiazepine.

Suspicions Confi rmed
— Police in Santa Cruz, California, are 
warning locals not to "engage" with the 
Cookie Monster, KION-TV reported on Feb. 
15. A man named Adam Sandler (not the 
actor), known to dress up as Sesame Street 
characters and harass people, has surfaced 
in Santa Cruz. Resident Sarah Jones said 
he entices people "to want to take a photo 
with him," but as soon as they approach, 
he fl ips up his costume head and starts yell-
ing. "Based on how dirty his costume was I 
knew it wasn't going in the right direction," 
she said. Sandler has not been charged 
with any crimes.

Weird Fashion
— It's about time! Japanese garment company 
Takikou has developed a wearable bean bag, 
Oddity Central reported. "Th is concept was 
born out of the idea of a cushion that would al-
low you to totally let go, anytime, anywhere," 
said the company's Shogo Takikawa. "You can 
put this on and chill out in your living room or 
loads of other places." Th e bean bag is available 
in diff erent sizes and colors, but it does weigh 
about 11 pounds (which might make you want 
to sit down more oft en). Prices range from $60 
to $119.

Send your weird news items to WeirdNewsTips@
amuniversal.com.
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$ 31 75SMOG CHECK
Year 2000 and newer. Plus $8.25 certificate. By appt only.
Vans and trucks extra. Free retest when we do the repair.

12,000 mile,
1 year

warranty

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR
(619) 430-4369 • 1616 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, 92173

Just off the 905 freeway • Se habla español 
Offers good with this ad. Must present prior to service. Expires 4-30-23

OIL CHANGE

+ $5 hazardous materials fee

up to 4 quarts & oil filter Most  
4 cylinder cars, Trucks extra. 

Synthetic blend extra

$3995
+tax

PREMIUM BRAKES
$179
Free Inspection

• Front or Rear Axle 
• Parts & Labor 
• Turn Rotors / Drums 
• Premium Pads 
• Most 4 cylinder 
 Cars + tax

Includes filter,  
pan gasket, fluid.
most cars,

ALIGNMENT

$49
4 wheel, toe adjustment only, most cars.

$6495

CHECK ENGINE 
LIGHT

Most carsAC
SERVICE

$39
Most cars, freon extra + $5 hazardous materials fee

TUNE-UP & 
OIL CHANGE

• Drain and replace up to 4 quarts of oil
• New oil filter 
• New spark plugs
• Visual
   inspection
• 4-cyl.
 Most cars

$9595

TRANSMISSION 
SERVICE

$179
30K/60K/90K/120K mile

SERVICE SPECIAL

regularly $200

Includes: New spark plugs, engine oil, 
oil filter, air filter, 1 gallon antifreeze, 
suspension lubrication, tire rotation, 
24 pt vehicle inspection from 

$149 
Plus tax & hazardous waste fee, 4 cylinder, most cars, 
prices may vary depending on make & model.

Prices may vary depending on make & model.

From
+ tax & hazardous materials fee 

TIMING 
BELT

Call for price.

Ask us about  financing 

of 2022

Finalist

Best Auto Repair/ 
Mechanic

news of the WeiRD by the editors at Andrews McMeel Syndication
© 2023

Family Values
— Tony Toto and his wife, Frances, of Al-
lentown, Pennsylvania, are celebrating 57 
years of marriage, WFMZ-TV reported in a 
feel-good Valentine's Day story. "We have 
been blessed that we had all these years," 
Tony said, noting "that one time when we 
had a rough time." Yeah, that was the time 
in 1983 when Frances hired teenaged hit-
men fi ve times to kill Tony. "I don't think I 
was thinking straight," Frances said. "It was 
like it was a love-hate kind of a thing." Of 
course, the murder attempts weren't suc-
cessful, and Frances and the young hitmen 
were arrested. She spent four years in pris-
on, but their love never wavered. A feature 
fi lm called I Love You to Death was made 
about their troubles, and they became mi-
nor celebrities, traveling to movie premieres 
and giving interviews. Tony and Frances 
got counseling and committed to better 
communication, and decades later, have a 
long marriage to show for their efforts.

The Aristocrats
— On Feb. 11, during an intermission at the 
Hannover State Opera House in Hannover, 
Germany, ballet director Marco Goecke 
shocked even himself when he approached the 
dance critic from the Frankfurter Allgeme-
ine Zeitung newspaper, Wiebke Huester, and 
smeared animal feces on her face. Th e Associ-
ated Press reported that Goecke was unhappy 
with a recent review of a production he staged 
in Th e Hague. Following the incident, he took 
off  through the crowded theater lobby. But 

strangely, Goecke seemed to justify his actions 
in a later interview, saying that aft er having his 
work "soiled for years ... Once a certain point 
has been reached, I disagree." Th e opera house 
suspended and banned him from the facility 
until further notice. 

Weird Science
— People who suffer from chronic constipa-
tion now have a high-tech treatment option: 
a vibrating pill that stimulates the colon, 
CNN reported. The Vibrant capsule, pre-
scribed by a doctor, is taken at bedtime and 
reaches the large intestine about 14 hours 
later. Vibrations cause the gut to contract, 
moving food along. Eventually, the capsule 
is eliminated and makes its way to a sew-
age treatment plant, where it's sifted out 
and sent to a landfi ll. Dr. Eamonn Quigley 
of Houston Methodist Hospital helped test 
the new technology. He said most people 
couldn't feel it working. "A minority could 
feel it. None of them felt it was being un-
comfortable." But we're uncomfortable just 
reading this.

Unconventional Weaponry
— Christopher Gaddis, 41, was holding a cat 
in his arms when he was approached by Metro 
Nashville Police offi  cers on Feb. 8, WSMV-TV 
reported. Gaddis had two outstanding war-
rants, and offi  cers were trying to arrest him 
when he shoved the cat into the face of one 
of them, leaving several cuts on the offi  cer's 
hands. Gaddis also kicked the offi  cer. Aft er be-
ing treated for his own injuries from the cat, 

Gaddis was charged with resisting arrest and 
assaulting an offi  cer.

It's Come to This
— In what prosecutor Owen Beale called 
an "organized criminal matter," Joby Pool, 
32, pleaded guilty to theft and criminal 
damage in Kidderminster, England, mag-
istrates court, The Guardian reported. His 
crime? Pool broke into a warehouse on Feb. 
11 and towed away a trailer with about 
200,000 Cadbury Creme Eggs, valued 
at about $37,000. He didn't get very far; 
when police stopped him, he "walked toward 
(them) with his hands up." "This clearly wasn't 
spur-of-the-moment offending," Beale said. 
"You don't just happen to learn about a trailer 
with that kind of value being available." The 
"Easter bunny," as police dubbed him, will be 
sentenced in March to about two years in jail.

Bright Ideas
— Austin Bristoe, 26, of Bloomington, Indiana, 
was sick and tired of people breaking into his 1998 
Buick and stealing stuff , Fox59-TV reported. On 
Feb. 12, when police responded to a car fi re, they 
found Bristoe just standing next to his burning 
vehicle, and he told them he set it on fi re to stop 
the theft s. "If there was nothing left  of the vehicle, 
then there would be nothing left  to steal," Bristoe's 
logic went. As it burned, the fi re caused a small 
explosion, and Bristoe commented, "I hoped the 
explosions would be bigger." Aft er arresting him 
for arson, they searched him, fi nding several 
packed syringes and benzodiazepine.

Suspicions Confi rmed
— Police in Santa Cruz, California, are 
warning locals not to "engage" with the 
Cookie Monster, KION-TV reported on Feb. 
15. A man named Adam Sandler (not the 
actor), known to dress up as Sesame Street 
characters and harass people, has surfaced 
in Santa Cruz. Resident Sarah Jones said 
he entices people "to want to take a photo 
with him," but as soon as they approach, 
he fl ips up his costume head and starts yell-
ing. "Based on how dirty his costume was I 
knew it wasn't going in the right direction," 
she said. Sandler has not been charged 
with any crimes.

Weird Fashion
— It's about time! Japanese garment company 
Takikou has developed a wearable bean bag, 
Oddity Central reported. "Th is concept was 
born out of the idea of a cushion that would al-
low you to totally let go, anytime, anywhere," 
said the company's Shogo Takikawa. "You can 
put this on and chill out in your living room or 
loads of other places." Th e bean bag is available 
in diff erent sizes and colors, but it does weigh 
about 11 pounds (which might make you want 
to sit down more oft en). Prices range from $60 
to $119.

Send your weird news items to WeirdNewsTips@
amuniversal.com.



BROWN & GOLD VINTAGE 
DESK LAMP  This classical desk 
lamp has twin fluorescent lamps 
(1 working), flexible gooseneck, 
and a rocker on/off switch on the 
base. Minor cracks on shade are 
covered with tapes. The lamp is in 
good working condition. $25. Text 
or email for more info/pics. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

NICE VINTAGE SOLID WOOD 
MIRROR  This small mirror (31-
3/4”x 16”x 1-7/8”) with 3/8” wood 
frame weighs 18.5 lb. Hanging 
hardware not included. The glass 
is 1/2” thick & has some dark 
spots, scratches & discoloration 
reflecting its vintage nature. $20. 
Text or email for more info/pics. 
(619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.
com

WRIST REST MOUSEPAD CAL-
CULATOR  This 7.5”x 11.5” Gel 
mouse pad calculator with comfort 
wrist rest is designed to allevi-
ate pressure from your wrists. It 
is solar or battery powered with 
easy to read display. Brand new in 
sealed plastic. $12. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL SOLID WOOD BOX  
This vintage box (5.5”x 3.5”x 2” 
high) with a hinged lid is nicely 
stained and varnished. It can be a 
wonderful storage place for jewel-
ry, tarot, oils, arts & crafts, sewing 
supplies, and other lovely things. 
$15. Text or email for more info/pic-
tures. (619) 796-5510 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

NEW TRANSPORT WHEEL-
CHAIR  by Medline. Only asking 
$150. Text (858) 790-1636. Pick up 
in Scripps Ranch. Mira Mesa Blvd. 
exit off the 15 Fwy.

2013 HYUNDAI SONATA FLOOR 
MATS  Genuine 2013 Sonata 
carpeted front floor mats. May also 
fit other years too. Asking $40. 
Call/email. (858) 395-5656 / rbo-
bick5.7@gmail.com

QUEEN MATTRESS FOR SALE  
$50 with box spring, please call 
(619) 601-3591.

TRAIN ENGINE  Big beautiful O 
Scale Union Pacific Train engine 
with two cars, $200 or best offer. 
Also heavy leather jacket, $150. 
Call Joe, (619) 357-1844, person 
to person calls only, no text mes-
sages, I cannot text on my phone.

BRAND NEW DANNER BOOTS  
in box w tags sz 13.5 never worn 
new in box. $20 a pair or 6 pairs 
$100 (619) 456-8968. Great deal to 
flip for extra cash.

REDBULL BACKPACKS  $20 
each, brand new real nice ones. 
RV wheel covers, two packs for 4 
tires total, $30 for all. (760) 749-
8266

NEW QUEEN MATTRESS $300  
Sleepy rest firm queen prime. 
Cash only u pick up Mapaul16@
gmail.com.

CAMERA BARGAINS  Cannon 
and Nikon film, cameras, lenses 
and accessories from $1-50. (760) 
757-5445

WASHER/DRYER STACK  space 
saver, great for the garage, huge 
full size! GE, cream color, like new, 
excellent condition, $395 firm. 
(619) 466-8663

BELLY DANCE CLOTHING  
assortment, veils, waist bands, 
jewelry, vests, veils, many colors, 
assorted varieties and prices. 
$60-$100 or pick and choose. Call 
(619) 101-3591.

DRIVE SHOWER HANDLE GRIP  
brand new in box, $25. (619) 601-
3591

PORTABLE LAP DESK  holds 
up to 17 inch laptop. Light weight, 
portable, new in opened box, make 
nice gift, $20 1-858-484-4483.

DRIVE WALKER  brand new, 
used once. 500 pounds max, $100 
obo. Call (619) 601-3591.

WWII GUN RIFLE BOX  Excellent 
condition, $50 or best offer. Call 
(619) 601-3591.

AUTO GPS  vehicle device by 
Garmin, $175 OBO. (619) 282-5105

DRAPES/CURTAINS  two pairs, 
contemporary with tie backs, 
shades of green and brown, 72 

inches down x 62 inches across. 
$10 each pair. (858) 484-4483.

BEDDING- TWIN DUVET COM-
FORTER COVER  only, with 
matching pillowcase, shades of 
blue, ideal for child, good condi-
tion, $12, Rancho Penasquitos 
(858) 484-4483.

DINNERWARE  20 piece china 
set, like new, dishwasher and 
microwave safe, $25 for set. (619) 
282-5105

MISC FOR SALE  drones from 
$11, stun gun/flashlight combina-
tion $20, all brand new. Grow 
lights. Text for prices and pictures. 
(619) 850-3264

LAUNDRY HAMPER  New. Must 
sell. Cylindrical (round) off-white 
cream color hamper is 21 inches 
high, 12 1/2 inches in diameter. 
It has a lid on it. Fits most bath-
rooms. For more info call (858) 
693-3409, evenings.

ASSORTMENT OF WOMEN’S 
SWEATERS  for the winter. Brand 
new. Sizes small to medium, solid 
as well as stripes, some with pock-
ets and can be worn as jacket. 
Please call (858) 693-3409 for 
more details.

TV SMARTBOX  (619) 850-3264 
Every channel on the planet. UFC, 
pay-per-view movies, TV shows, 
no satellite on your roof, no cable 
bills, free demo, money back guar-
anteed $300.

SERVICES
HOUSEKEEPER  Hi, my name is 
Elizabeth and I’m a housekeeper. 
I charge $20 an hour. I will give 
references. My phone number is 
(619) 872-8340.

APPLE/WINDOWS COMPUTER 
REPAIR  Computer and network 
repair. Desktop, laptops, iMac, 
MacBook, software, hardware, 
internet, routers, WiFi, printers. 
Certified. Serving all of San Diego. 
Same day appointment available. 
Northparkcomputers.com (619) 
299-2407

PET SITTER NEEDED  Look-
ing for a reliable pet sitter and 
walker for my dogs while I am at 
work. Email me on arincobb023@
outlook.com for more details. arin-
cobb023@gmail.com

HOME REPAIRS ONLY $60/H  
Same day service. Pay for the 
hours/day. 8 years of experience. 
Upgrade your home now! Call: 
(626) 234-9807 Jesse. *también 
hablamos español*

CLOTHING REPAIR WORK-
SHOP  2hr hands on workshop on 
how to repair clothes to empower 
individuals to do basic clothing 
repairs and provide end of life 
resources. Details & sign up: rb.gy/
nu1amj (310) 622-5975 / positive-
phee@gmail.com

SOUL LEVEL FASHION EVENT  
Heal fears & insecurities through a 
past self-reconnection. ÔªøShift 
energetic attachments. ÔªøAlign 
with the feeling of clothing using 
intuition & color. ÔªøExperience an 
energetic clothing release ritual. 
(310) 622-5975 / positivephee@
gmail.com

SPRING BREAK KIDS CRAFT 
CAMPS!  Come craft with us this 
Spring Break! Camps are filling up 
fast! We offer week-long, half-day 
crafting fun for your child, with 
a mix of ceramics, woodwork & 
more. Kids make hands-on, quality 
projects each day. Ages 6+years. 
Visit sandiegocraft.org! (619) 273-
3235 / team@sandiegocraft.org

SPRING FIBER ARTS WORK-
SHOPS!  Come learn a new fiber 
art at San Diego Craft Collective 
this Spring! Learn Macrame’, Warp 
& Weave on a Rigid Heddle Loom, 
Sewing Fundamentals, Sewing 
with Knits, Intuitive Weaving, & 
Intro to Natural Dye! Save your 
space today at sandiegocraft.org! 
(619) 273-3235 / team@sandiego-
craft.org

SECURITY CAMERA & DOOR 
BELL  Cabling, server, Windows & 
Mac. Home & business. Honest & 
with references. (619) 770-0011 / 
luislednick@gmail.com

SUNLIGHT LANDSCAPING 
MAINTENANCE  General yard 
cleanups. Water damage repair, 
lawn service, irrigation systems, 
sprinkler installation and repair, 
valve installation, tree services, 
grass installation, retaining walls, 
block walls, artificial turf installa-
tion, fencing, drains. Fully insured. 
(619) 379-3837.

SUPERIOR METAL FINISH  
Powder coating, sandblasting, 
painting, metal polishing, chrome 
plating, welding, fabrication, (619) 
777-0446.

SAN DIEGO HUNKS - YOU 
CALL, WE HAUL!  (619) 507-4172 
Junk Hauling, demolition, moving 
services! Lift gate, senior citizen 
discount, Veteran owned business. 
Got junk? Call a hunk!

ASPHALT SEAL CODING  and 
pot hole repair, low prices. Com-
mercial parking lots, residential 
house driveways. Asphalt mainte-
nance, Chris (619) 907-3077.

ROOFING  Flat roof expert. I fix 
any leak, flat roofs, commercial, 
residential. Free estimates. (619) 
907-3077, Chris.

FULL BODY MASSAGE  from 
head to toe. Reasonable rates, call 
Tony (562) 587-4417.

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES  
Affordable and reliable, serving 
San Diego and North County. 
Licensed and registered with Cali-
fornia tax Board (760) 791-9496.

HORTICULTURE,  landscape 
design, redesign, troubleshooting, 
diagnostics on the spot. Solve your 
problems, improve your design, 
improve your maintenance today 
- no guessing! Educated, trained 
and experienced, 6th generation 
native, 6th generation horticultural-
ist in San Diego County. No sales, 
no installation, no maintenance. 
Check me out at EdwordsHorticul-
ture.com, then call (619) 402-8670.

ROB’S ELECTRICAL SERVICES  
Residential/Commercial/Industrial. 
20+ years experience, C10 Lic# 
966537. Guaranteed to beat any 
quote! 10% OFF for new clients. 
Call for free estimate, and save 
$25 when you mention this Reader 
ad! (619) 632-7770. rdickens.rd@
gmail.com. www.robselectricalser-
vices.com.

US ELECTRIC CONTRACTING  
Fast, free estimates. Full service, 
residential and commercial, new 
construction, remodels, custom 
work, service and repair. No job 
too big or too small. 10% 1st time 
senior discount. CA lic#1009252. 
Insured. BBB Accredited. (858) 
880-6080.

CLOGGED DRAIN? $54 OUT 
THE DOOR!  Per stoppage, up 
to 100’. Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
only. Must have accessible clea-
nout, CSLB# 571032. Call Today: 
(619) 472-2112. perryplumbing.
com.

AUTO BODY WORK  Retired auto 
body man looking for work. Dents, 
rust spots, bumpers. Free esti-
mates. Tony (440) 308-1010.

ALL TYPE FLOORS  epoxy, 
stone, wood, concrete, cleaning, 
polish, seal, wax and strip. (619) 
850-3264

AFFORDABLE BANKRUPTCY 
ATTORNEY  A Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy will eliminate all your unse-
cured debt incl. credit cards, pay-
day & computer loans, personal 
loans, medical & dental expenses. 
It takes only 90 days. Law Office 
of Frank D. Walker. Contact legal 
assistant Melchor Quevedo @ 
(619) 755-2365. Claro que habla-
mos Espanol.

P.L. WOODEN MOBILE NOTARY  
Do you need Loan Signing, 
Preneed Home Going Planning, or 
Notary services for someone that 
is Hospitalized, in Senior care or 
maybe Incarcerated? If so, look no 
further. Call P.L Wooden Mobile 
Notary for all of your Notary Needs 
At: (619) 867-4441
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BEACH CLEANUP

YOGA - 4pm-5pm
Beach Cleanup - 5pm-6pm

MEET IN FRONT OF

4325 Ocean Blvd,
San Diego, CA

Saturday 04/01/23

4645 De Soto St, San Diego, ca 92109

25% off
entire

Purchase

C10-0000472-LIC

expires 4/20/23
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San Diego’s Hottest And Most Trendy Dispensary

24-HOUR SECURITY • ATM ON SITE
619-841-2045 • 2405 E. HARBOR DRIVE, 92113

(Just South of the Convention Center and the Gaslamp!)
Lic #C10-0000262

Must present Reader Ad. Cannot combine discounts. In-store only. While supplies last.

Top Brands Offering Demos & Special Promotions

Mix & Match 1/2 OZs: 
Zips, Chula, 2 for $75 + Tax

Zips 6pk  
Prerolls 

2 for 
$25  
+ tax

1 full 
gram Zips  
Cartridge  

$12  
+ tax  

(Limit 8)

ASCND Cartridge:  
Buy 1 Get A  

Promo  
Cartridge for  

$1
+ tax

Nfused 
Sour 

Gummies 
2 for  

$14
+ tax

Premium 
Full Nug 

OZ 
$50 
+ tax
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S ELEN A T R I B U T E BA N D: A N YT H I N G FO R SA LI N AS | M A RC H 31 | 7:3 0 P M
The Queen of Tejano music is celebrated in this concert that stars Karol Posadas and the Anything for Salinas Band. 
Get ready for a concert experience you’ll never forget as you sing, dance, and relive Selena!

T H E GA RT H G U Y: T H E U LT I M AT E GA RT H B RO O KS T R I B U T E | A P R I L 1 5 | 7:3 0 P M
Dean Simmons is the Garth Guy! This incredible concert experience pays tribute to the beloved modern country music icon. With over 
5,000 live performances and over 28 years, The Garth Guy Show is a real sincere tribute Garth Brooks - the man, and his music.

FO R EI G N ERS J O U R N EY STA R R I N G C O N STA N T I N E M A RO U LI S | A P R I L 1 4 | 7:3 0 P M
Two-time Tony-nominated star of Broadway’s Rock of Ages and American Idol icon Constantine Maroulis stars in 
this electrifying concert, combining the music and energy of two legendary stadium rock bands.

M I C K A DA M S & T H E STO N ES: T H E U LT I M AT E RO LLI N G STO N ES T R I B U T E | J U N E 2 9 | 7:3 0 P M
Named one of the Top 10 tribute bands in the world by Backstage Magazine, Mick Adams and The Stones bring you a complete authentic 
recreation of The Rolling Stones featuring all look-alike performers, custom replica costumes and instruments, full choreography, and video show. 

D EA D M A N'S PA RTY T R I B U T E TO O I N G O B O I N G O & DA N N Y ELFM A N  | J U LY 1 | 7:3 0 P M
For more than a decade, Oingo Boingo tribute band Dead Man’s Party has been bringing audiences Boingo tunes the 
way you remember them! Dead Man’s Party always delivers a high-energy and in your face performance that never disappoints!

W H O'S BA D: T H E U LT I M AT E M I C H A EL JAC KS O N EX P ER I EN C E | J U LY 8 | 7:3 0 P M
The longest-running Michael Jackson tribute band, Who’s Bad’s live performance is an unrivaled celebration of pop music’s one true King. Their power-packed 
performance of Michael Jackson’s expansive catalog has ignited crowds on every continent and can only be described as a jaw-dropping, musical must-see.

QU EEN N AT I O N  | J U LY 6 | 7:3 0 P M
Queen Nation preserves the image, sound, and stage persona of vintage queen rocking through such 
hits as We Will Rock You, We are the Champions, Bohemian Rhapsody, and many more.

A DV EN T U R ES I N PA R ROT D I S E: A J I M M Y B U FFET T R I B U T E | J U N E 3 0 | 7:3 0 P M
If you’re not already a Parrothead, you will be by the end of this concert! Barrie Cunningham sings all the songs you know by heart including Come 
Monday, Cheeseburger In Paradise, Volcano, Fins, Changes In Latitudes Changes in Attitudes, and the national anthem of all Parrotheads, Margaritaville.

T U S K: A T R I B U T E TO FLEETWO O D M AC | J U LY 2 | 7:3 0 P M
The number one Fleetwood Mac tribute band is Tusk and they’ve ascended to that position for their amazing covers and authentic 
sound as they leave no stone unturned in replicating the music of one of the best-loved and top-selling bands.

YAC H T LEY C R EW | J U LY 7 | 7:3 0 P M
The titans of soft rock are back at The Moonlight after two previously sold out shows the past two years in a row! 
Get your tickets early for this show and get ready to cruise through the greatest hits of the 70s and 80s.

2 0 2 3  C O N C E R T S

1 2 5 0  VA L E  T E R R A C E  D R I V E ,  V I S TA TICKETS ON SALE NOW!     MOONLIGHTSTAGE.COM    | 760.724.2110 

SpringFest kicks off in March! Get a head-start on summer by enjoying these three concerts 
outdoors and under the stars.

Rock Your Summer Nights at The Moonlight’s SEVEN Concert Festival! We Celebrate the 
Greatest and Most Iconic Rock Sounds Under the Stars!  Discounts available!






