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CircusVargas.com
BUY NOW!

30OFF
Valid through  

01/28/2023

%Present this coupon
and get 30% off

your next purchase.*

Connect with
us online

scan me

C10-0000213-LIC

*COUPONS AND DISCOUNTS ARE NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION.
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3703 Camino Del Rio S
San Diego, CA 92108

Monday BOGO 50% off edibles

Tuesday Buy 2, get third for $1

Wednesday BOGO 50% off concentrates 
+ vapes +All Amber BOGO $5

Thursday 25% off storewide

Friday and Saturday  BOGO 50% off 
Mix-and-Match

Sunday  BOGO 50% off  Flower + Pre-Rolls
+ All AMBER BOGO $5
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Family Owned. Over 32 Years 
Making Healthy Indian & Nepalese Food.

Open for Inside and Outdoor Dining on Our Patio! 
Pick-up and Delivery Available Through Third Parties.

5 Stars on

3760 Sports Arena Blvd. #5, San Diego, CA 92110 
(619) 510-4966 • www.himalayanpalacesd.com
Open Wed-Mon 11 AM-3 PM Lunch • 4 PM-9 PM Dinner • Closed Tuesdays

Himalayan Palace 
Restaurant

Voted BEST
Indian Restaurant

in San Diego

LUNCH SPECIAL 
M-F 11AM to 3PM

• Two Entrées
•  Rice • 2 pc Naan Bread 

(Garlic Naan $.50 extra)

•  Dessert 
•  Home Made Pickle

ONLY 

$1195
For Inside Dining or Take Out

Includes

Not Valid with Any Other Offer. Not Valid with Lunch Special. One Coupon per Family or Group

$10 OFF
$5 OFF Any Purchase 

of $25 or More
Any Purchase 
of $50 or More

For Inside Dining or Take Out Expires 2/2/23

FAMILY MEAL

For Inside Dining or Take Out

• Choice of 3 Entrées 
1 Veggie entrée 

 1 Chicken entrée
 1 Lamb entrée
 (Tandoori items excluded)

• 1 Appetizer (Veggie Samosa or Pakoda)

• Rice • 1 Naan Bread • 1 Dessert

Includes

ONLY 

$4995

DINNER FOR TWO

For Dine In-Only

• Choose 2 Entrees 
(Tandoori Items Excluded)

• 1 Appetizer  
(Veggie Samosa or Pakoda)

• Rice • 1 Naan Bread 

• 1 Dessert

Includes

ONLY 

$3999

WINNER

Best Indian  
Restaurant
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Neal Obermeyer

D E L  M A R
Ocean view vs. ADU
City seeks ways to fight construction 
by right
For years, Del Mar’s housing element — which 
indicates how cities will provide their fair 
share of housing for residents of all income 
levels — has been out of compliance with state 
law. And according to the most recent enforce-
ment letter from the state, issued in August 
of  2022, revisions are still needed. “We spent 
a lot of blood, sweat, and tears to do the 6th 
cycle” housing element, says mayor Dwight 
Worden. “How we’re going to get our 175 hous-
ing units,” which must be built by 2029 to meet 
state-mandated housing requirements. “This 
other stuff, just more units coming into our 
town — it doesn’t feel right.

That “other stuff” is the result of over 40 new 

state laws that are casting shadows over local 
control of housing. The changes affect affordable 
housing, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), and 
multi-unit housing in commercial zones. Del 
Mar says the laws are one-size-fits-all, would 
create a burden on local infrastructure, and were 
drafted more for inland communities — com-
munities that might not have to deal with the 
question of whether there is a right to an ocean 
view that existed prior to a neighbor’s construc-
tion of a new two-story accessory dwelling. State 
law allows a detached ADU of up to 16 feet 
above grade. But the height can bump up to 18 
feet if it’s within one-half mile walking distance 
of a major transit stop or high-quality transit 
corridor, or if it’s within an existing multi-story 

residential development. Things can get even 
bigger, up to 25 feet above grade or two stories, 
if the ADU is attached to a main home. And 
the city can’t set a lower maximum height in 
its local ordinance.

As the city sees it, state-level incentives to 
spur ADU production actually work against 
local strategies to build more low-income 
units and so meet housing element obligations. 
Namely: to create fifteen low-income units by 
making incentives available. A new concept 
within the laws is the building of low-income 

housing in commercial zones, city planners said. It 
can be 100 percent affordable or mixed-income. In 
Del Mar, it applies to the central commercial and 
professional commercial zones, allowing 20-50 
dwellings, with a 45-foot height. (It won’t apply 
in beach commercial zones, city staff said.) But 
because state law accommodates large, two-story 
ADUs through a by-right process, officials say it’s 
harder for Del Mar to promote the creation of 
those low-income units. They’ll have to adjust 
their strategy, focusing on sites with existing 
multi-unit development instead of single units and 
duplexes. To complicate matters further, accessory 
dwelling units aren’t being built as low-income 
housing, councilmember Dave Druker said at 
a recent city council meeting. “ADUs are being 

used as extra bedrooms 
and offices; people are 
gaming the system.”

What to do? It 
might help that cit-
ies in the coastal zone 
must comply with the 
Coastal Act. “Clearly 
your strongest ability 
is through the Coastal 
Act,” said Ralph Hicks, 
assistant city attorney, 

at the meeting. “It could take reinventing your 
local coastal plan, a different look at your parking 
standards” or environmentally sensitive resources. 
At this point, the Coastal Commission hasn’t yet 
provided any guidance on the new laws, some of 
which take effect in July. 

The council tossed around ideas like identify-
ing major public view corridors where “massing” 
could be in conflict with the local coastal plan, 
changes to the views ordinance and using open 
space easements to block ADUs in “inappropri-
ate locations.”

SHEILA PELL

O N  T H E  R O A D
Cops ice Christmas 
show drift
Critics say they’re late to the party
On Christmas Day, the San Diego Police 
Department arrested the drivers of three 
Chevy Corvettes and a Ford Fox Body Mus-
tang for participating in a “drifting side-
show.” They impounded all four vehicles 
and posted photos from the bust on their 
social media accounts. “Multiple individuals 
participated in the sideshow at the intersec-
tion of Kerns Street and Drucker Lane,” read 
the police report on Facebook. “Officers 
from the Traffic and Southern Divisions 

responded to the area and identified seven 
vehicles and several drivers who participated 
in the event.” The estimated street damage 
was $5000, per the report.

Kerns Street and Drucker Lane meet at 
a cul-de-sac a mile west of the Otay Mesa 
Port of Entry heading into Tijuana. This 
area is a popular spot for folks who want 
to perform donuts — getting their cars to 
spin in a tight circle, often leaving a circle 
of burnt rubber on the pavement. R. Bryan 
says he knows the Kerns and Drucker inter-
section well, noting, “On weekends and 
holidays, zero traffic. None. That’s why they 
go there.” Others I spoke to about the drift-
ing sideshow say the practice is not new. “In 
the mid-2000s, we’d race and burn rubber 
up and down there, and motorcycle stunt 
riders would pull up too,” Cat Garcia said. 
“There’s no talent in what they do — donuts 
are a joke. Now, if they are drifting, that’s 
another story.”

The police report indicated that in this 
case, the Corvette and Mustang drivers were 
drifting — sliding sideways after coming out 
of a turn.  The term “sideshow” or “sideshow 
takeover” refers to the practice of blocking 
off a section of street for the sake of such 
manuevers, and it can result in more than 
merely street damage. Added Garcia, “Some 
of those people who are chasing, filming 
with their phones, get too close to the action 

and get hit by the cars. Another dude I saw 
didn’t close his driver’s door all the way and 
wasn’t wearing his seatbelt. And when he 
mashed the pedal and [proceeded] into sorta 
a donut — holy shit — his door opened, and 
he flew out on the street.”

Nehru, an import car builder, was unim-
pressed by the SDPD’s Christmas post. 
“These events have been going on every 
year, and you guys are just now finding 
out about it. I don’t know why all of a sud-
den, you people care. The city isn’t fixing 
the roads; they can’t even fix the potholes 
throughout the city — lol.” Many others 

continued on page 3

By Reader stringers

“We spent a lot of blood, sweat, and tears to... get our 

175 housing units, This other stuff, just more units 

coming into our town — it doesn’t feel right.”

Earn up to $125 for your story and 
photos. Go to sdreader.com/write

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

Will Del Mar have to rename Ocean View Avenue or Seaview Avenue?

Why would you ever ruin such an adorable addition by making it low-income housing?

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

It remains unclear how police spotted the extremely inconspicuous vehicle.
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Throwing Goldstones As city 
hall’s controversies continue to burgeon, 
Democratic mayor Todd Gloria has gotten 
his reelection paperwork in early, in the form 
of a January 4 candidate intention statement 
filed with the city clerk’s office. The move 
is presumably intended to forestall any via-
ble challengers from taking the field against 
him, but the dam may have already broken. 
As the 2024 mayoral primary draws nearer, 
growing homeless counts, city council blow-
back against a sweeping down-
town redevelopment scheme, 
and increased attention to a 
costly Gloria advisor have put 
the mayor on the defensive, 
possibly opening the door to 
a big dollar challenge backed 
by local Republicans or dis-
sident pro-business Demo-
crats. As noted here this past 
July, Gloria’s longtime men-
tor, then-acting Chief Operat-
ing Officer Jay Goldstone — 
tied to several high-profile city 
financial debacles, including the costly Ash 
Street high-rise deal — was officially replaced 
by the ex-Houston chief of public works Eric 
K. Dargan. Besides the Ash Street contro-
versies, Goldstone had been hit for double-
dipping from the public payroll by collecting 
a $55,829 pension from San Diego because 
of his prior stint as Chief Operating Officer 
with GOP mayor Jerry Sanders, and also 
$111,059 in retirement compensation as one-
time City of Pasadena finance director, bring-
ing the total taxpayer payout, including his San 
Diego salary, to $439,530, per 2021 figures on 
the website Transparent California. But other 
than criticism by onetime GOP city coun-
cil member, former mayoral 
candidate, and current radio 
talk show host Carl DeMaio, 
Goldstone’s handsome com-
pensation had remained 
under the radar. That ended 
last week, when an apparently 
freshly energized Union-Tri-
bune reported that Goldstone 
was still on the public payroll 
as a consultant to Gloria, and 
noted the aide’s history as a 
double-dipper “Now, even 
as Gloria has installed a new 
full-time chief operating officer, Goldstone is 
working up to 720 hours a year — the equiv-
alent of 18 weeks,” according to the paper’s 
January 8 account. “He is paid almost $200 
an hour for his efforts shepherding some of 
the mayor’s most pressing initiatives, but no 
longer accrues increased pension benefits.”  

Meanwhile, the U-T has also turned its 
spotlight on incidents of violence amidst the 
growing hordes of homeless — another poten-
tial anti-Gloria talking point, this one inspired 

by the non-profit Lucky Duck Foundation, 
which has been loudly praised by the paper’s 
editorialists. “This type of criminal behavior 
and lack of action to prevent and eliminate it 
is entirely egregious,” the U-T’s January 8 story 
quoted Dan Shea, a wealthy Republican Fair-
banks Ranch denizen, as saying. “What kind of 
society are we living in where someone on the 
streets is wearing a bulletproof vest and then 
starts chasing people with a weapon?” Now 
a self-styled homeless expert as a member 

of the Lucky Duck Founda-
tion’s board of directors, fast-
food baron and Padres part-
ner Shea has championed the 
group’s so-called “Shamrocks 
& Shipwrecks” awards, which 
have repeatedly slammed the 
city — and by implication, 
Gloria — for the festering 
homeless crisis. Lucky Duck 
doings also get priority cover-
age on KUSI, which is owned 
by longtime Republican Mike 
McKinnon. “The Lucky Duck 

Foundation made national headlines in Sep-
tember 2022 when they held a press confer-
ence with icon Bill Walton, who explained 
how America’s Finest City has been destroyed 
under the leadership of Todd Gloria,” the sta-
tion reminded viewers in a January 11 post.  
“Walton declared the new, failed state of San 
Diego to be called, ‘Gloriaville,’ before calling 
on Gloria to resign.”

Bye, bye Tegna Are even more jobs at 
stake at KFMB as a pending buyout of the San 
Diego broadcaster creeps closer to approval 
by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion? That’s the worrisome question left hang-

ing after statements of reas-
surance put out by would-be 
buyer Standard General Cor-
poration, run by hedge fund 
maven Soo Kim. In a Decem-
ber 22 missive to federal regu-
lators, “the company pledged 
it will not cut any journalism 
jobs for at least two years post-
transaction,” per a December 
29 post by Fierce.com. “Yet 
Standard General noted in the 
letter it ‘cannot predict how 
future economic conditions 

or changes in the broadcast industry may 
require broadcasters to make adjustments in 
the composition or size of station staffing to 
best serve the needs of the public.’” Though the 
FCC has invited further public comment on 
the takeover through January 13, with replies 
to comments due a week later, the website 
quotes investment advisors as saying “the deal 
is still in the end game, with the FCC likely to 
resolve the matter within 60 days after reply 

Neal Obermeyer

Elisabeth Kimmel in happier times for 
both herself and KFMB.

UNDER THE RADAR

continued on page 4

Why is Eric K. Dargan smiling? Because 
he has a solid Goldstone aide!

KFM
B

online agreed with the the “pothole versus 
takeover-skid-marks” sentiments.

The SDPD report continued, “Individu-
als connected with these activities were also 
involved in ‘drifting sideshows’ later in the 
day in the City of Chula Vista, damaging 
the city streets and private property.” A 
Chula Vista resident said that an event 
took place at the intersection of Birch and 
Magdalena, and that police were called but 
never showed up. Nevertheless: county-
wide, police and sheriffs are cracking down 
on the sideshow takeovers, which often 
trend on TikTok and Instagram. In August, 
the El Cajon Police Department and the San 
Diego Police Department worked together 

to monitor six sideshow takeovers around 
the county. In September, SDPD linked up 
with the CHP and the National City Police 
Department “in a county-wide effort to 
reduce street takeovers,” according to the 
department’s Facebook page. “Together, 
we arrested 11 people and cited another 51 
during sideshow takeover events.” Police 
cited seven drivers for reckless driving and/
or exhibition of speed, and their vehicles 
were impounded for 30 days. Even specta-
tors were busted; law enforcement “issued 
37 hazardous and equipment citations, and 
impounded ten of these vehicles.”

Around the same time, on September 
19, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into 
law Assembly Bill 2000, which prohibits 
street racing, takeovers, and sideshows in 
parking lots across the state, including San 
Diego County.

MIKE MADRIAGA

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS
Continued from page 2

San D
iego Reader January 19, 2023  3

O marks the spot.



4 
 S

an
 D

ieg
o 

Re
ad

er
 Ja

nu
ar

y 1
9, 

20
23

Comments from 
SDReader.com — not 
edited for punctuation, 
spelling, or grammar.
$37K sidewalk repairs 
needed in San Diego
Neighborhood News,  
November 9, 2022

Thousands of sidewalks 
causing people to trip, 
file lawsuits against the 
City, the City pays out 
big bucks. Yet, some-
how there’s money to 
pay off the lawsuits, and 
money for roundabouts, 
and unconnected bike 
lanes. BUT, no money for 
sidewalk repairs or to hire 
the people/contractors 
to get them fixed, along 
with the streets City wide, 

with huge pot holes. No 
money to fix those either 
unless there’s a bike lane 
on it, which takes a special 
asphalt to provide a softer 
ride. Gloria needs a lesson 
in how to budget money.

-Budget Skeptic
December 24, 2022

Beery Christmas (and 
other holidays)!
Booze News, December 22, 2022

Santa’s little helper... too 
funny. I wonder how it tastes.

-Santos L. Halper
December 23, 2022

The effect of parking spots 
deleted from North Park
December 26, 2022

One very important fact was 
absent from your story. You 
wrote that some people want 
a network of safe bike lanes 
throughout the city. We 
already had them. Years ago, 
the City laid out bike routes 
on secondary streets parallel 
to busy streets. There were 
even signs along the routes, 
let people know which way 
to go to reach various cit-
ies or neighborhoods, and 
there was a complete map 

posted on a Caltrans Web 
site. I should know; I used to 
use them, and one includes 
the street upon which I live.

The beauty of the bike 
routes is that were on quiet 
streets. Bike riders on the 
new allegedly protected 
bike lanes on 30th Street 
are separated from car traf-
fic by paint on the asphalt 
and flimsy little vertical 
plastic markers. My wife 
learned about these when 
trying to park at December 
Nights to set up a table for 
her charity. She was trying to 
get to her assigned parking 
place, but was cut off from 
it by the flow of traffic. A 
helpful policeman told her 
to just drive through the 
plastic stanchions. She did 
as instructed, and the stan-
chions leaned over as she 
drove across them, then 
popped back up once she 
had passed. I’d much rather 
ride a bike on a quiet side 
street than expose myself to 
30th Street traffic with no 
real protection.

The radical bikers were 
just wanting to prove how 
influential they are by ruin-

ing 30th Street for cars and 
businesses, rather than use 
the network of quiet, safer 
nearby alternative routes.

That’s the part of the story 
that no one is telling. Maybe 
you can be the first.

Jim Greene
December 28, 2022

The desired effect, force 
out small businesses so 
connected developers can 
get the properties at “dis-
tressed” prices

-Mr. Correct
December 27, 2022

The entire San Diego City 
Council is now infested 
with these fools. Todd Glo-
ria is chief fool. Catherine 
Blakespear was rewarded 
with a State Senate seat. 
Same bike lane fool. When 
will voters wake up? When 
it’s too late.

-Not a Gloria Fan
December 28, 2022

People are not against 
bike lanes and absolutely 
in favor of legit Climate 
Goals... We object to these 
badly located, senselessly 
designed disasters that 
are piggybacking on the 
trend of Climate Goals. 
Environmentalists filed a 
Lawsuit Against the City 
of San Diego in September 
for failure to explain how 
they’ll implement changes; 
failure to identify funding; 
and no plans to upgrade 
public transit. In other 
words, they’ve been called 

out for being all talk; no 
meaningful action and 
sued to insure they pro-
duce a plan by Feb 2023.

-Plan Demander
December 29, 2022

If the Mayor and Council 
had genuine concern for 
reducing emissions, they’d 
remove the bogus bike 
counter (which has been 
proven to register several 
digits for one bike)…
Replace it with an air 
quality sensor and submit 
an Environmental Impact 
Report for these bike lanes. 
They’ve forgotten that 
the point isn’t to increase 
number of bikes;
The point is to improve 
airquality. Even if they 
show 5000 bikes an hour, 
it’s not evidence that air 
quality has improved.

-Hot Air Detector
December 29, 2022

This issue isn’t about an 
individual; it’s about a 
shady City Administration 
known for misrepresent-
ing the intentions of their 
actions. Why is such a sure 
fire shining example of an 
“environmentally friendly 
project” so obsessed with 
being exempt from an 
emvironmental report? 
And why the deflecting to 
number of bikes instead of 
monitoring any improve-
ment in air quality?

-Shade Sensor
December 29, 2022
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comments are due. Meaning 
the transaction will likely close 
sometime in February.” 

Meanwhile, Standard put 
out an upbeat January 10 state-
ment: “Many have pointed to 
our proven track record of 
enhancing stations’ service 
to their local communities, 
increasing local news content, 
and investing in the resources 
stations need to compete suc-
cessfully. We are confident that 
the acquisition of Tegna will 
open a new chapter in Ameri-
can media distribution, marked 
by an expansion in representa-

tion, diversity, and innovation.” 
Job loss fears have haunted the 
KFMB corridors ever since the 
sale of the operation for $325 
million by owners Elisabeth 
Kimmel and family to Tegna, 
a spinoff of what used to be 
called Gannett, in December 
2017. Kimmel was subsequently 
charged and convicted in the 
Operation Varsity Blues college 
admissions bribery scandal, did 
prison time, and was disbarred.

— Matt Potter
(@sdmattpotter)

The Reader offers $25 for news 
tips published in this column. 
Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or sandiegore-
ader.com/staff/matt-potter/
contact/.

Under the
radar
continued from page 3
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All Personal Injury Cases
Car, slip & fall, burn, head injury. 30 yrs. exp.  
Law Office of Neal Gibbons, 619-850-6325.

Criminal Defense Attorney
DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc. Visa/MC. 
Free consult. Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Personal Injury Attorney
Car accidents, dog bites, etc. Free consultation. 
Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

STOP FORECLOSURES! 
GET HELP NOW!
Act Now to Resolve Real Estate Issues  
Proceedings can be STOPPED! 
WE CAN HELP! CALL NOW! 
Call Now For Consultation (858) 879-0362.

Divorce. Family Law 
Call Now!!!!
(858) 304-7409

AVOID COSTLY LITIGATION!!!
TRUST/PROBATE ISSUES! 
Avoid Delays, Expenses, 
Long Lines, Unknown Court Dates. 
GET EXPERIENCED RESULTS FAST, 
PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL AFFORDABLE.  
(858) 779-2785 • DON’T DELAY, CALL NOW!

CRIMINAL 24/7
General Practice Law Firm 
DUI, DV, WARRANT RECALL! Reasonable Retainer 
CALL FOR IMMEDIATE HELP!!! (858) 923-4841

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans. 
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Personal Injury Attorney
Car accidents, dog bites, etc. Free consultation. 
Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Divorce. Family Law 
Call Now!!!!
(858) 304-7409

STOP FORECLOSURES! 
GET HELP NOW!
Act Now to Resolve Real Estate Issues  
Proceedings can be STOPPED! 
WE CAN HELP! CALL NOW! 
Call Now For Consultation (858) 879-0362.

Criminal Defense Attorney
DUI, possession, domestic violence, etc. Visa/MC. 
Free consult. Scott Salmu, Esq., 619-232-4LAW (4529).

AVOID COSTLY LITIGATION!!!
TRUST/PROBATE ISSUES! 
Avoid Delays, Expenses, 
Long Lines, Unknown Court Dates. 
GET EXPERIENCED RESULTS FAST, 
PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL AFFORDABLE.  
(858) 779-2785 • DON’T DELAY, CALL NOW!

CRIMINAL 24/7
General Practice Law Firm 
DUI, DV, WARRANT RECALL! Reasonable Retainer 
CALL FOR IMMEDIATE HELP!!! (858) 923-4841

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans. 
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

All Personal Injury Cases
Car, slip & fall, burn, head injury. 30 yrs. exp.  
Law Office of Neal Gibbons, 619-850-6325.

INSURANCE CLAIMS • Extension 5604
Sponsored by The Law Offi ce of Robert Bruce Arnold
2329 India St., San Diego • 619-233-1096 • www.arnoldlawoffi ce.com
1  Insurance Bad Faith and  
 Duties of Insurance Company
2  First Party Claims / Health /
 UM / UIM / Auto / Property
3  Time Limits
4  Disputes with Insurance Company

5  Department of Insurance 
 Help Line
6  Do I need an attorney?
7  Background/Experience/
 Philosophy

EMPLOYMENT LAW • Extension 5609
Sponsored by Cohelan Khoury & Singer
605 C St., Suite 200, San Diego • 619-595-3001 • ckslaw.com
1  Wage & Hour Violations  
2 Unpaid Commissions
3  Expense Reimbursements
4  Wrongful Termination

5  Misclassifi cation
6  Improper Deductions
7  Discrimination and Harassment

Any person who makes or causes to be made any knowingly false claim 
obtaining workers‘ compensation benefi ts or payments is guilty of a felony.

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION • Extension 5605
Sponsored by The Law Offi ces of Matthew E. Russell
2445 Fifth Avenue, Suite 350, San Diego 92101 
619-544-1506
1  Your Work-Related Injury
2  Workers’ Comp Benefi ts
3  Third-party Accidents

4  Unsafe Working Conditions
5  Wrongful Discharge
6  Harbor & Longshoreman’s Act

WILLS, TRUSTS, & ESTATE PLANNING 
Extension 5623
Sponsored by the Law Offi ce of David Sean Dufek • 619-222-5886
3772 Clairemont Dr., San Diego • www.dufeklaw.com
1  Do I need a Will?
2  Do I need a Trust?
3  What is the difference
 between a Will and a Trust?
4  What is Probate?

5  What do you do when a parent 
 or loved one passes away?
6  I already have a Will and/or a 
 Trust. Do I need to update these 
 documents?

The attorneys and law fi rms who provide this information are solely responsible for its content. This information does not address all legal situations, nor is it intended to replace legal counsel. 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
Extension 5610
Sponsored by The Law Offi ces of Cory A. DeLellis • 619-567-0595
3949 Clairemont Dr. Ste. 10, San Diego • corydelellislaw.com

1 Overview of Social Security
2 Filing a Claim
3 Survivorship Benefi ts
4 Representation at Hearing Level

5 Disability Benefi ts
6 Social Security Disability Appeal

PERSONAL INJURY • Extension 5601
Sponsored by Bender Kurlander Hernandez & Campbell
501 West Broadway Suite 1500, San Diego • 619-842-3232
1  Do You Need an Attorney? 
2  Vehicle Accidents
3  Medical Care

4  Wrongful Death Claims
5  Dog Bites
6  What is My Case Worth?

FREE Legal GUIDE
619-780-2470 • SDReader.com/Legal

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. At the prompt, enter the 4-digit extension of the category that interests you.

Legal
SOLUTIONS



Dragon eggs!
“People are very intrigued by seahorses,” says 
Leslee Matsushige, associate curator at Birch 
Aquarium. And intriguing fish — signs of 
whimsy in the relentlessly efficient natural 
world — are good PR for an institution hop-
ing to make people care about the state of the 
ocean. So it was good news when, “many years 

ago, someone collected a Pacific seahorse in 
San Diego Bay and brought it to the aquarium. 
We tried our best to keep it alive and have it 
for visitors to see,” but that species of seahorse 
doesn’t live much longer than five years. “We 
ended up getting another seahorse from the 
wild that was pregnant, and that started our 
whole program.” — maybe call it Operation 

Population. “We had a very generous donor, 
Dorothy Munro, who gave us money to build 
a propagation room. Now we raise 13 different 
seahorses,” and share the surplus with aquari-
ums around the world.

Eventually, Matsushige and the Birch team 

got good enough at their job to take aim at the 
seahorse’s cooler cousin, the sea dragon. That 
was in 1996 — a long time to set the mood. 
“Once,” recalls Matsushige, “I saw a female 
drop her eggs, and I saw a male that was kind 
of courting her. So I tried to stick the eggs 
to his tail. It didn’t work. They have to be in 
sync. I went to Australia, dove with the sea 

dragons, looked at their habitat, and tried to 
incorporate all that” into the exhibit. “They 
love being underneath piers with pilings, so 
we incorporated pilings. They hang around 
sea grass, so we put sea grass on one side of the 
exhibit.” And they need room to boogie: “We 
built the tank deep — it’s 9 feet deep and 18 feet 
wide. We felt they needed that space in order 
to do their dance and subsequent egg transfer.” 

Of course, it’s not always enough to merely 
set the scene. “Nutrition is probably the most 
important thing. We feed them tiny little 
shrimp every day, and we enrich those shrimp 
with probiotics and vitamins and fatty acids. 
And we give the sea dragons environmental 
cues for seasonal changes. We give them tem-
perature changes, changes in length of daylight. 
We have some species in the ocean that get 
cues off the phases of the moon — it could 
be because of the tides. So we try to simulate 
those phases, too,” with the help of a skylight 
above the exhibit.

Sometime in the night between January 8 
and 9, a pair of weedy sea dragons finally got in 
sync. “They transferred the eggs right around 
the full moon. There are about 150 eggs on the 
male, which is a huge deal, because the last 
time we had a transfer, which was behind the 
scenes, it was just five eggs. Two of those ended 
up hatching, and we raised the babies and they 
are currently in our exhibit. But this is just 
huge. You don’t typically see this in aquariums.”

Deep calls unto deep
A conversation among the inscriptions 
scribbled amid the doodles on the ochre 
walls of the Georgian restaurant Pomegran-
ate — layer upon layer, the ink fading like 
echoes, dim voices from the forgotten past. 
Remember QAnon and “Where we go one 
we go all”? Already, the Trump in “Trump 
2024” has been crossed out and replaced 
with “Kanye.” Perhaps “Invest in Bitcoin!” 
will join them soon.

Most common are the simplest sort of dec-
larations: identity, relation, and presence. “My 
name is Jeff.” “Allison + Emil = Baby Eva — for-
ever love.” “Supper Club 2014.” This last gives 
rise to argument: “Our supper club is better 
than yours!” Both are likely better off than 
“Alex, by himself,” especially since “He who 
eats alone chokes alone.” Maybe Alex also 

wrote the plaintive “Tinder me!” or the even 
more plaintive “Remember me!” Perhaps he 
should meet the author of “Where can I find 
a good Russian man that cooks?” A sensible 
question, since this is a Russian restaurant. 
A reminder of this: “I eat Georgian. I go rule 
world. I come back. I eat more Georgian.” 
And drink: “In Russia, vodka drinks you!” 
Drink gives rise to joyous declarations: “Wine, 
women, freedom!” But also melancholy. “I 
need 4 ply when I cry.” “Birthday 
dreams are fun, unless we have no 
goods to trade.”

Ah, dreams. “Go confidently 
in the direction of your dreams. 
Live the life you’ve imagined.” As 
as you go, you may be encouraged 
by Coelho’s promise that “When 
a person really desires something, 
the universe conspires to help that 
person.” Rocky IV’s Ivan Drago 
may declare, “I must break you,” 
but recall the line of Maximus in 

Gladiator: “What the Euphrats do in a lifetime 
will echo in eternity!” (Well, something like 
that.) But then again, set against that defiant 
cry, we read: “There comes a time when you 
look into the mirror and realize that what you 
see is all you will ever be, and then you accept 
it or kill yourself.”

A possible aid in acceptance: “Be yourself, 
everyone else is taken.” Besides, “We’ve come 
too far to give up who we are,” and “You are 
perfect the way you are.” Well, maybe. But if 
that’s so, what to make of this? “Be brave, take 
risks. Nothing can substitute for experience.” 
Or the unrealized ambition of “I’m gonna 
be a famous athlete”? Or these confessions 
of cowardice? The first is concrete: “What 
would I do if I was brave? I would travel to 
Vietnam, meet the love of my life, marry…” 
The second is abstract: “1. Make eye contact. 2. 

Ask her exactly what [you want]. 3. Run away.” 
Instead of self-soothing talk, better perhaps to 
acknowledge that “Success is rented, due day, 
everyday.” The best we can hope for is “Fair 
winds and following seas.”

A joker has written, “Please do not write on 
this wall!” Should you ignore him, a piece of 
advice: “’Don’t tell me the moon is shiny, show 
me the glint of light on a piece of broken glass.’ 
– Anton Chekhov, quoted by Roxanna, 2013.” 

MATTHEW LICKONA

“They transferred the eggs right around the full moon. 

There are about 150 eggs on the male.”

“Please do not write on this wall!”

Leslee Matsushige,  
dragon wrangler.

Daddy’s pregnant: Weedy sea dragon with eggs on tail.

Wisdom: let us attend.

GOLDEN DREAMS
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Even longtime San Die-
gans who consider them-
selves experts in the city’s 
geography can be forgiven 
for overlooking Rancho 
Pacifica. Perched at the 
northernmost point of 
the city’s inland bound-
aries — past where the 
coastline has been given 
over to Del Mar and 
Solana Beach — the 
gate-guarded neighbor-
hood contains just 142 
homesites, situated along 
bluffs overlooking Ran-
cho Santa Fe immedi-
ately to the north. But 
we’ve actually visited the 

neighborhood in these 
pages before — though 
it has been several years. 

Let’s head back now to 
have a look at what the 
Zillow agent’s remarks 

dub “one of the best 
view lots in Rancho Pa-
cifica...This magnificent 
estate defines ‘Resort-
Style-Living’ with ocean 
views from almost every 

room,” continues the ad 
copy for 4532 Rancho Del 
Mar Trail, a 12,000-plus-
square-foot estate con-
structed in 2005 (develop-
ment of the neighborhood 

dates back just to the turn 
of the century, and few 
homes here are more than 
a couple of decades old).

The first few listing 
photos we see are of a 
boulder-lined pool with 
a waterfall, flanked by a 
handful of palm trees, 
and photographed both 
by day and at sunset. 
There’s just a hint of the 
home’s view potential, 
as the backyard seems to 
drop away to a steep slope 
just out of frame. We then 
enter the home through 
what appears to be a main 
foyer opening onto a liv-
ing room. The high ceil-
ings with exposed beams, 
the arched passageways 
separating rooms, and the 
enormous window look-
ing into the backyard are 
all attractive, but a stone 
arch separating the en-
try from the living room 
seems a little too perfectly 
smooth and uniform in 

tone, almost like someone 
decided to paint drywall 
to look vaguely like rocks.

From here we pass 
down a long hallway — it 
already seems like quite 
a lot of living area is be-
ing given over to hall-
ways, though I suppose, 
given the home’s size, 
you could dedicate twice 
the square footage of 
my whole house to halls 
and still have more than 
plenty of room left over. 
This one takes us to a sec-
ond, cozier living room, 
equipped with the second 
of what we’re told are 
seven fireplaces. Wait — I 
suspect this may be part 
of the “grand upstairs 
[main] suite,” because 
we pass from this living 
room into what I think 
is a bedroom, given that 
there’s a bed somewhere 
in the massive space, 
which also includes an-

continued on page 9

Dinner is swerved.

4532 RANCHO DEL MAR TRAIL | SAN DIEGO, 92130
CURRENT OWNER: Xia/Jia | LISTING PRICE: $8,180,000 | BEDS: 6 | BATHS: 7 | HOUSE SIZE: 12,000+ sq. ft.

UNREAL 
ESTATE
by Dave Rice
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*Variable lead times on select hardware and accessories. Projects installed as soon as next week available for limited color and options, while supplies last. Other restrictions may apply. See design consultant for details.**On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments with 
installations completed in 2023. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Not valid with any other offers or previous orders. Offer ends 1/31/23. Offer subject to change without notice. Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, Inc. Lic. 995160 B

FREE
 SHOWER DOOR**

$1,000 OFF
DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM

18 MONTHS
NO MONEY DOWN, 

NO PAYMENTS 
AND NO INTEREST

WITH

$1,000 OFF

31-DAY 
NEW YEAR
NEW SHOWER
SALES EVENT
EXCLUSIVE OFFERS WILL  
END ON JANUARY 31ST

PLUS
Call TODAY for a FREE consultation 

619-329-5485
DreamstyleShowers.com

We’re offering these exclusive, 31-day savings 
for this month only – must schedule your 

appointment by January 31st! 

*Variable lead times on select hardware and accessories. Projects installed as soon as next week available for limited color and options, while supplies last. Other restrictions may apply. See design consultant for details.**On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments with 

Call TODAY for a FREE consultation 
We Can Install

Your New Shower
AS SOON
AS NEXT 
WEEK!*

At Dreamstyle, our goal is to deliver the best 
home improvement experience of your life and 

it’s our #1 priority.
Dreamstyle Remodeling was founded in 1989 
and today thrives as one of the largest home 
remodeling companies in the country.

Dreamstyle Remodeling has more than 60,000 
delighted customers across the western United 
States.

Dreamstyle employs over 500 people and has 
locations in five western states: Arizona, 
California,  Idaho, New Mexico, and Western Texas.

Quick Facts About
Dreamstyle Remodeling

Harvard University Joint Centers for Housing, 
Remodeling Futures Program Steering 
Committee | October 2013 – Present

Mentor - Stanford University Latino 
Entrepreneurship Leadership Program 
| October 2016 - Present

Stanford University Latino Entrepreneurship 
Leadership Program Completion | June 2016

Synchrony Financial Advisory Board 
| September 2010 - Present

Featured in Wells Fargo Bank 
Annual Report | 2015

Featured in Google’s Economic Impact Report 
| 2016 (upcoming)

Affiliations

We are top-rated on the 
leading review sites:

Arizona • California • Idaho • New Mexico • West Texas

Dreamstyle Remodeling provides full-scale custom 
home remodeling and is the exclusive provider of 
Renewal by Andersen windows and patio doors, Four 
Seasons Sunrooms & Patio Covers, Jacuzzi & Cal Spas, 
Blaze King Stoves & Fireplace Inserts, and several other 
home improvement products and brands in New Mexico.

ACCREDITED BUSINESS

A+ Rating

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

4.8 STARS WITH OVER 11,629 ONLINE REVIEWS

S H O W E R S  A N D  B A T H S

★★★★★



The Squatter and 
the Don  
Maria Amparo Ruiz de 
Burton, 1885

THE ENTIRE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
was buoyed up with hopes of prosper-
ity, which now seemed founded upon a 
solid basis.

As for the town of San Diego itself, the 
dwarfed and stunted little city, she went 
crazy with joy. Her joy, however, was not of 
the boisterous, uproarious kind, it was of a 
mild character, which smiles at everybody, 
and takes all that comes in good part, ready 
always to join in the laugh on herself, pro-
vided everybody enjoys it. She was happy, 
seeing a broad vista of coming prosperity 
in the near future. Why not? She had every 
reason and every right to expect that the 
Texas Pacific would be built....

“They have not an earthly right to oppose 
the Texas Pacific, and all their motive is that 
they don’t want competition to their Central 

Pacific Railroad. They have already made 
millions out of this road, but they want no 
one else to make a single dollar. They want 
to grab every cent that might be made out of 
the traffic between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, and they don’t care how many 
people are ruined or how many homes are 
made desolate in the South or in California.”

“Oh, George, but this is awful! If those 
men are so very rapacious and cruel, what 
hope have we? They will certainly sacrifice 
San Diego if their influence in Congress is 
so great! Poor San Diego! my poor, little, 
native town, to be sacrificed to the heartless 
greed of four or five men...”

And thus this young couple went on dis-
cussing San Diego’s chances of life or death, 
and their own hopes in the future. They 
were not the only couple who in those days 
pondered over the problem of the “to be or 
not to be” of the Texas Pacific, which never 
came! That aid which was to bring peace 
and comfort to so many homes, which at 
last were made forever desolate!

Yes, aid was refused. The monopoly 

triumphed, bringing poverty and distress 
where peace might have been!

Yet in those days — the winter of ’74-
’75 — everybody’s hopes were bright. No 
clouds in San Diego’s horizon meant mis-
fortune. Not yet!

And of all of San Diego’s sanguine inhab-
itants, none surpassed in hopefulness the 
three friends who had invested so heavily in 
real estate, viz.: Mr. Mechlin, Senor Alamar 
and Mr. Holman. They exhorted all to keep 
up courage, and trust in Tom Scott....

When all were seated, Governor Stan-
ford said in his low, agreeable voice, which 
anyone might suppose would indicate a 
benevolent, kind heart:

“What can I do for you, gentlemen?”
Don Mariano laughed outright. The situ-

ation struck him as being eminently ridicu-
lous. Here was this man, who held pitiless 
their destiny in his hands — held it with a 
grip of iron — and not one thought of the 
distress he caused; he, through his associate, 
Huntington, was lavishing money in Wash-

“Oh, George, but this is awful! If those men are so very rapacious and cruel, what hope have we? They will cer-

tainly sacrifice San Diego if their influence in Congress is so great! Poor San Diego! my poor, little, native town.”

ington to 
and thus snatch away from 
them (the three friends) the 
means of support, absolutely 
deprive them of the necessaries 
of 
he could do? and asked it with 
that deep-toned, rich melody 
of voice which vibrated softly, 
as if full of sympathy, that over
flowed from a heart filled with 
philanthropy, generosity and 
good will. This was a sad and 
cruel irony, which to Don Mari
ano made their position absurd, 
to the point of being

funeral,” said Don Mariano, 
apologetically. “Please pardon 
me. What made me laugh was 
that I felt like answering you by 
saying, ‘Governor, you can do 
for us all we ask.’ But — but —”

the Governor, smiling.

finished Mr. Holman.

Die
afraid that it might seem as 
if they came to ask a per

continued on page 9

SAN DIEGO IN BOOKS — OUR CITY IS MENTIONED BY AUTHORS OVER THE AGES
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NO PAYMENTS
NO MONEY DOWN

NO INTEREST*

18 MONTHS
WITH

BUY ONE WINDOW 
OR DOOR GET ONE 

SALE ENDS JANUARY 31st

W I N D O W S  &  D O O R S
WINDOW & DOOR FLASH SALE

*Valid with the purchase of 3 or more windows. Not valid on previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only. Offer subject to change without notice. 0% APR for 18 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only.  Interest charges will be waived if balance is paid in full in 18 months. Down payment may be required, OAC. Financing provided 
through third party lender. See representative for details. Valid on purchases made between January 1, 2023 and January 31, 2023. Current federal tax credits for certain energy-efficient improvements to existing homes have been extended. Full details on Federal Tax Credits can be found in the IRS publication, Section 25C of the Internal Revenue Code.  Qualifying 
products can also be found by visiting the Energy Star website https://www.energystar.gov/products/res_windows_doors_skylights.com ©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, Inc. Lic. 995160 B

UP TO 
$1,200 

TAX 
  CREDIT*

Plus!

Call TODAY for a FREE consultation:  858-264-5673 • DreamstyleWindows.com



ington to kill the Texas Pacific, 
and thus snatch away from 
them (the three friends) the 
means of support, absolutely 
deprive them of the necessaries 
of life, and he asked them what 
he could do? and asked it with 
that deep-toned, rich melody 
of voice which vibrated softly, 
as if full of sympathy, that over-
flowed from a heart filled with 
philanthropy, generosity and 
good will. This was a sad and 
cruel irony, which to Don Mari-
ano made their position absurd, 
to the point of being laughable.

“This is like laughing at a 
funeral,” said Don Mariano, 
apologetically. “Please pardon 
me. What made me laugh was 
that I felt like answering you by 
saying, ‘Governor, you can do 
for us all we ask.’ But — but —”

“Say it out. But what?” said 
the Governor, smiling.

“But will do nothing for us,” 
finished Mr. Holman.

“That is to say, for San 
Diego,” added Mr. Mechlin, 
afraid that it might seem as 
if they came to ask a per-

sonal favor.
“Ah! it is of San Diego that 

you wish to speak to me? Then, 
truly, I fear I can do nothing for 
you,” the Governor said.

“But you can hear what we 
wish to say to you,”

Mr. Holman interposed, with 
a sickly effort at smiling.

“Certainly, but really, gen-
tlemen, you must excuse me 
for saying that I am very busy 
today, and can only give you a 
half hour.”

They all bowed.
Mr. Mechlin and Don Mari-

ano looked at Mr. Holman, as it 
was understood that he would 
be spokesman. But Mr. Hol-
man’s heart was leaping with the 
indignation of a lion, and then 
shrinking with the discourage-
ment of a mouse into such small 
contractions — all of which he 
in no way must reveal — that 
for a minute he could not speak.

“I suppose the San Diego 
people wish me to build them 
a railroad, isn’t that it?” said the 
man of power, slowly arranging 
some papers on his desk.

“Or to let some one else build 
it,” said Mr. Holman.

The Governor  colored 

slightly, in evident vexation.
“Tom Scott, for instance,” 

said he, sneeringly. “Take my 
advice, gentlemen, and don’t 
you pin your faith on Tom 
Scott. He’ll build no Texas 
Pacific, I assure you.”

“Then why don’t you build 
it?” asked Mr. Mechlin.

“Because it won’t pay?” was 
the dry reply.

“Why won’t it pay? We have 
plenty of natural resources, 
which, if developed, would 
make plenty of business for two 
railroads,” Mr. Holman said.

“Only the San Diego people 
say so. No one else thinks of San 
Diego County, but as a most 
arid luckless region, where it 
never rains.”

The Reader will pay $10 for 
submissions to “San Diego in 
Books” that are selected for 

publication. Choices must be 
drawn from books or out-of-

town periodicals. Include author, 
title, date of publication, and 
your phone number. Email to 
editorial@sandiegoreader.com 

or send to “San Diego in Books,” 
2323 Broadway, San Diego, CA 

92102

Squatter
continued from page 8
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Luxury round-trip Motorcoach 
transportation to Pala Casino Spa Resort

Departing from locations throughout San Diego County

Service begins January 16, 2023

PAY ONLY $20 
Players Club members receive up to $60 in Free Slot Play

For reservations / pick-up details: 
Visit www.PalaCasinoExpress.com 
Call (800) 254-3423

Must be 21 or older to participate

 
WINDOW & DOOR FLASH SALE

Plus!

other fireplace, another 
sofa/loveseat/recliner 
combo, a dining room 
set, a desk, and what 
looks like some exercise 
equipment. It sounds like 
a lot, but even adding a 
couple of dressers, it’s 
by no means a tight fit 
in here.

Next we pass through 
a bathroom with a walk-
in shower that just on 
its own is the size of a 
normal bathroom, and 
then we’re back into an-
other hallway, this one 
lined with various works 
of art. I hope the next 
room we come to, lined 
with mismatched desks 
shoved against all of the 
walls, isn’t the “presiden-
tial executive office” we 
were promised. We fol-

low it with a few shots of 
bedrooms and bathrooms 
that are nicely-appointed 
and decently sized, but 
they look decidedly pe-
destrian after our visit 
to that massive owners’ 
suite.

The formal  dining 
room isn’t necessarily 
special on its own, but 
the swirled wood table 
that matches a few we’ve 
seen in the halls is quite 
impressive, and if I had a 
dining room the size of a 
small restaurant, I would 
very much like to own it. 
Continuing on, we get 
seven straight pictures of 
hallways, staircases, and 
an elevator, interrupted 
just briefly to peek inside 
a half-bath before heading 
upstairs. I’m not neces-
sarily a fan of the pat-
terned carpet used in the 
public spaces (it belongs 
in a two-and-a-half-star 
hotel that’s due for a re-

fresh), but it thankfully 
doesn’t continue into 
the bedrooms.

Now we’re looking at a 
smattering of view shots 
taken from a second story 
deck (and some possibly 
from on top of the roof). 
They’re quite pleasant, 
but I can’t say that the 
ocean, a few miles to the 
west, figures prominently 
in any of them. A ten-seat 
private theater looks com-
fortable enough, and even 
though the splotchy gray 
ceiling doesn’t look very 
good with the lights up, I 
imagine it helps keep fo-
cus on the screen when 
the room is darkened, 
which is how you want 
to spend time in a the-
ater anyway.

We get some more bed-
room shots (pro tip: make 
your bed and clean your 
nightstands if you’re try-
ing to make a multimil-
lion-dollar impression), 

including one with what 
looks like a basic hotel 
kitchenette in one cor-
ner, before continuing 
to a weird space that re-
sembles a low-countered 
wine bar. There’s more 
of the indoor rock work 
here, though this photo 
is up close enough to see 
that there is some texture 
to the stones — maybe 
these rocks are actually 
real (or at least manufac-
tured capstones), even if 

they look fake.
On to even more bed-

rooms and baths, in-
cluding one that’s been 
repurposed as a very 
small home gym with 
another fireplace in the 
corner. This house has 
six bedrooms, but I feel 
like we’ve seen close to 
a dozen. Then there’s 
another office, with rich 
brown wood lining the 
walls and ceiling, built-
in bookshelves, a desk, 

and leather chairs. The 
overall  effect is very 
brown, and maybe not 
quite “presidential,” but 
it’s much nicer than the 
first office, which looked 
like a telemarketing call 
center. We finish with 
some more shots of the 
pool and grounds, which 
the listing tells us provide 
room for entertaining 
over 200 guests. I have 
no idea how to gauge that 
claim, so we’ll go with it.

Public records list a 
Min Xia and Ling Jia as 
owners of the Rancho 
Del Mar estate, with the 
last public sale taking 
place in late 2019 for a 
reported $5.38 million, a 
half-million less than the 
previous owner paid for 
it in 2014. The home was 
re-listed just after the first 
of the year with an asking 
price of $8,180,000 that 
remains unchanged to 
date. ■

 continued from page 7

A little of the old arch and beam — for that olde-timey feel 
in your recently built home.
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“In Mexico or Baja California, there is a lot of corruption done by the municipal 
police force as they arbitrarily arrest people and the officers ask for a bribe to 
release them, without going before a judge,” Ensenada resident Daniela Ramírez 
said in a recent Reader interview. “Between 2006 and 2009 in Ensenada 
specifically, there was a lot of harassment by the municipal police towards 
skateboarders — men, young people, older people — where their skateboards 
were confiscated, and they were arrested for simply skating on the street.”
So beginning in 2006, Ramírez 
started organizing events, pro-
moting pop-up skateparks, and 
advocating with the government 
for skateparks in Baja. Ramírez be-
lieved that safe and dignified plac-
es to skateboard in the state would 
help end the prejudices and ha-
rassment perpetrated against her 
skateboarding comrades.

Ramírez, now in her 30s, is a 
lifelong skateboarder. She is also 
the president of Skate Baja, A.C. 
(Asociación Civil), a non-profit 
organization formed in 2010. 
Through Skate Baja, Ramírez 
and her partners have continued 
her work, promoting events and 
advocating for public spaces for 
skateboarders in Tijuana, Tecate, 
Ensenada, Rosarito, and Mexicali. 
Ramírez explained, “We collabo-
rated with skate shops, brands, 
and people who had the interest 
and desire to do better things 
for the skateboarding commu-
nity.” In 2011, they promoted 
the skatepark and skate spot at 
Ampliación Guaycura in Ti-
juana, and afterward, a skate 
contest at Colonia El Descanso 
skatepark in Tecate. Over the 
years, the number and size 
of those events continued 
to grow.

A favorite Skate Baja 
site was the boardwalk in 
Ensenada. In 2011, the or-

ganization temporarily closed off 
the boardwalk area by the beach 
and set up a wooden ramp circuit 
for the skateboarders; soon after, a 
“best trick” contest ensued. Because 
of the popularity of such pop-up 
skateparks, a more permanent half-
pipe was built across the street from 
the boardwalk, Recalled Ramírez, 
“Those ramps belonged to Club 
Revolución, an organization from 
Ensenada that for many years main-
tained a wooden skatepark in front 

of the beach. They always utilized 
their resources and donations 
and never had government sup-
port. It was outdoors, open to the 
general public, and free to watch. 
Many pleasant gatherings were 
held there. Unfortunately, during 
the pandemic, a building began to 
be built on that land, so the skate-
park disappeared.”

Two people who felt the loss of 
that half-pipe were Alfredo Haro 
and Jose “Chacho” Anaya — long-
time friends, surfers, and skaters. 
“With skateparks, many children 
and adults get away from the streets 
and the drugs,” said Haro, former 
proprietor of the now defunct 

Playa Hermosa Surf & Skate Shop 
in Ensenada. “When I was 8 years 
old, we moved to another house, 
and it was next to a San Miguel 
surfboard factory for many years. 
I used to skateboard out there, 
watch the surfers arrive, and see 
the immense passion. But here in 
Mexico, it is challenging to skate 
because of the condition of the 
streets. So sometimes we have to go 
to parks” — or empty pools. Haro, 
37, recently closed his shop by the 

Ensenada boardwalk, which was 
often visited by San Diego skate-
boarders and surfers. In 2020, 
thieves broke into the shop and 
“stole skateboards, wetsuits, surf-
ing accessories, leashes, tees, close 
to $3500 USD worth,” he said. And 
because Mexican nationals at the 
time couldn’t travel across the bor-
der due to covid restrictions, Haro 
and his business partners couldn’t 
replenish their merchandise. The 
business went downhill, and “the 
cops did nothing.”

On the flip side, cops are quick 
to bust skateboarders for no rea-
son, as Ramírez noted. “In the 38 
years of skating, I was stopped by 

“It seems awesome to me now that we are 

considered Olympic athletes when our whole  

lives people have cataloged us as lowlives.”

police many times,” Anaya 
said. Anaya, now 52, was 
never locked up because 
he “is a living legend of 
Ensenada,” said Haro. 
“He started skateboard
ing when he was 14 
old.” Haro and Anaya, 
both avid surfers who cur
rently reside in Ensenada, 
used to skateboard at the 
that famous half pipe by 
the beach and boardwalk 
that locals call Malecón de 
Playa Hermosa.

one of the first organized 
skateboard races held 
in Tijuana, held next to 
what we now know as 
the Caliente Hipódromo; 
back then, it was called 
the Agua Caliente Ca
sino and Resort. “There 
were 120 skaters,” Anaya 
recounts. “It had lots of 
ups and downs, about 14 
kilometers. I used a Dog 

Rough Riders
10

  S
an

 D
ieg

o 
Re

ad
er

 Ja
nu

ar
y 1

9, 
20

22



police many times,” Anaya 
said. Anaya, now 52, was 
never locked up because 
he “is a living legend of 
Ensenada,” said Haro. 
“He started skateboard-
ing when he was 14 years 
old.” Haro and Anaya, 
both avid surfers who cur-
rently reside in Ensenada, 
used to skateboard at the 
that famous half pipe by 
the beach and boardwalk 
that locals call Malecón de 
Playa Hermosa.

In 1988, Anaya won 
one of the first organized 
skateboard races held 
in Tijuana, held next to 
what we now know as 
the Caliente Hipódromo; 
back then, it was called 
the Agua Caliente Ca-
sino and Resort. “There 
were 120 skaters,” Anaya 
recounts. “It had lots of 
ups and downs, about 14 
kilometers. I used a Dog 

Town skateboard, which 
was the norm during those 
times.” Today, an OG Dog 
Town skateboard is sell-
ing on eBay for $10,000. 
Unfortunately, Anaya 
doesn’t have his old skate-
board, but he does have 
the original 1988 tro-
phy, which cemented his 
street credibility.

Speaking of streets: “I 
like to skate on the down-
hills on the highway,” said 
Anaya, “and sometimes, 
the Federales intervene 
and stop me.” But never 
for long. In 2011, Anaya 
was the only skateboarder 
to enter one of the Ro-
sarito-to-Ensenada bike 
races. Riding a bike over 
certain uphill stretches 
on the Carretera Federal 
1 highway is strenuous; 
just imagine propelling 
a skateboard. But Anaya 
persevered, and finished 

the 50-mile race in 5 hours 
and 38 minutes. “I always 
look for the best fairways 
to ride my skateboard,” 
Anaya continued, “and if 
you have to, adapt to bad 
fairways. Nowadays, some 
are impossible to skate,” 
he noted — and that’s not 
even considering the plac-
es through which those 
roads pass. (Travelers are 
often advised to pay the 
$2+ for the Carretera Fed-
eral 1D unless they have 
business along the free 
frontage road.)

On Anaya’s trek from 
Rosarito to Ensenada, 
he would have passed 
by the K-38 Surf Shop, 
a popular surfboard and 
skateboard shop where 
surfers from all over the 
world stop in before hit-
ting what surfline.com calls 
“a moderately powerful, 
bowly right point break-
ing over a rocky reef.” 
It’s also one of the go-to 
spots for skaters in the 
region. The shop’s owner, 
62-year-old Jacinto Gar-
cia, sells skate accessories 
and fixes boards. Garcia is 
a well known surfer in Ro-
sarito, but he’s also one of 
the original 1970s Tijuana 
skateboarders. “I still have 
my original board from 
1975,” he said. “I started 
skateboarding when I was 
15; it was 1975. My girl-
friend’s family at that time 
opened up the first skate-
park in Tijuana, Skapistas 
De Mexico. And people 
from all over came down. 
It had a place where kids 
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Natalie Krishna Das at Baja Surf & Skate.
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could party, really family 
[oriented] stuff. My spe-
cialty was handstanding,” 
he recalled. “So I used to 
handstand until I got diz-
zy. My favorite [section] 
was the large pool,”

Skapistas De Mexico 
closed in 1978. But it 
paved the way for future 
skateboarders. One of 
them, Freddy Palazu-
elos, skated there when 
it reopened in the 1980s. 
“We found out there was 
a place called Las Skapis-
tas, which was a famous 
bowl-type place to skate in 

the city. Here, we learned 
for the first time to skate 
in an empty pool-type 
spot.” Palazuelos said 
that San Angel is now the 
best place to skate in Ti-
juana, because it has the 
best bowl in the city. And 
then there’s La Bandera 
Skate Park, with its large 
Mexican flag marking it as 
something of the culture, 
and not opposed to it. “We 
continue working with the 
boys in the Fundación 
Actitud Extrovertida,” he 
said, “keeping boys away 
from drugs and violence.”

Besides dispensing 
goods , advice, and repairs 
at K-38, Garcia keeps an 
eye out for trouble. Skate-
boarding may not be a 
crime, but that doesn’t 
mean there won’t be trou-
ble with the authorities. 
On July 3, 2020, at about 
2 pm, Garcia noticed a 
truckload of American 
surfers and skateboarders 
being harassed by Mexican 
police officers across the 
street from his shop. He 
clicked the record button 
on his phone, then walked 
across Federal Highway 

1 towards the group. He 
sent the footage to the 
Reader, and the Spanish 
dialogue between Garcia 
and the police officers in 
the footage was translated 
into English.

Garcia: “They are my 
friends. What problem 
do you have?”

Officer: “If you want to 
know, meet us at the po-
lice station.”

American woman in 
truck: “It’s the paper [li-
cense] plates. They’re try-
ing to take the car.”

Garcia: “Do you have a 
registration paper?”

American man in truck: 
“Oh no, it’s in the mail.”

Garcia then looked at 
the two police officers and 
said, “You can check your 
database to see if the car 
is stolen, or by his license 
plate to see if it belongs 
to him.”

“No,” responded the 
police officer, “that permit 
is [valid] for the United 
States, not here.”

“ L o o k ,  s i r,”  G a r -
cia began.

“Who are you? Who are 
you?” yelled the police of-
ficer as he rushed Garcia.

Jorge Nieto, a Baja re-
porter, surfer, and skate-
boarder, saw the incrimi-
nating video footage. 
“When [Garcia] sees an 
injustice, he acts on it,” 
Nieto told the Reader. 

“As in this case, defend-
ing the tourists in the gray 
Tacoma truck. I am very 
sorry that the city authori-
ties treated the surfers that 
way. [Garcia] was then 
illegally beaten and ar-
rested,” Nieto continued. 
“Then his wife” — now 
his ex — “approached 
the scene to claim physi-
cal abuse by the Rosarito 
municipal police.” In the 
video, the two police-
men are on top of Gar-
cia and restraining him 
with handcuffs. One of 
the Americans from the 
truck appears to be film-
ing the tussle from about 
seven feet away. Garcia’s 
ex-wife is seen attempt-
ing to pull the officers off 
Garcia, with no success. 
Then the policeman toss 
Garcia in the back of the 
police truck.

Nieto continued, “They 
also arrested his wife. And 
when their neighbor, an 
employee of the pharmacy, 
wanted to take a photo of 
the patrol number, she too 
was loaded [into the police 
truck] by force. This alter-
cation sends a bad image 
abroad, because Baja is 
famous for its waves.”

The Reader followed up 
with Garcia a week or so 
after the local police ar-
rested him. “I spent one 
night, like 30 hours in 
a terrible jail cell full of 

tweakers,” Garcia said. 
“They made me sign some 
papers and let me go.”

Around the same time 
he spoke with the Reader, 
Garcia also interviewed 
with a news station from 
Mexico City. The news 
station then interviewed 
the Mayor of Playas de 
Rosarito, Araceli Brown. 
Garcia noted, “Those cops 
were fired. The Baja Board 
of Tourism is monitoring 
any abuse. Once the tour-
ists are stopped by police, 
they should dial 078, and 
they will be immediately 
assisted with a translator. 
Tell the readers that they 
are safe here. Then, if you 
are stopped and you have 
made an infraction, ask 
for your ticket and go to 
the police station and pay 
your fine. They will take 
your license, and you will 
get it back. If you haven’t 
broken any laws, just keep 
asking for a ticket, and do 
not give them any money.”

Ja v i e r  Mo r a l e s ,  a 
34-year-old Rosarito 
skateboarder and body-
boarder, knows how the 
police roll in Baja. He treks 
back and forth across the 
border to his job at the Del 
Mar Fairgrounds. “The 
police are OK,” he told 
the Reader. “But they do 
mess with us skaters all the 
time. They can stop you 
and do a [random] search. 

The last time I had to bail 
a friend out of jail, it was 
a pro skater from Spain. 
They broke into a school 
to skate some stairs, and 
the cops showed and took 
the three dudes to jail.” 
Morales said he slipped 
the police officers at the 
jail “$50 USD, and they got 
released very fast.”

While some American 
skaters might be terrified 
of the prospect of getting 
sweated and shaken down 
by the policia, others feel 
that’s just part of the fun 
and excitement of skate-
boarding in Baja. It’s still 
a little bit outlaw down 
there. Even local skate leg-
end Tony Hawk couldn’t 
avoid the allure. He rolled 
down to Playas de Tijuana 
to skateboard and film 
the last portion of “The 
End,” which was part of 
his Birdhouse video line. 
“We rented this bullring 
in Tijuana for two weeks 
in 1998 for a whopping 
$1500,” Hawk posted on 
his Facebook page. “It took 
ten days to build the ramp 
and four days to shoot all 
the skating.”
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Baja Surf & Skate Airbnb in Ensenada.
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Ana Gaspar Leon pulls a backside grab at the Baja Surf & Skate bowl.

In 2011, Anaya was the only skateboarder 
to enter a Rosarito-to-Ensenada bike 
race; he finished the 50-mile course 

in 5 hours and 38 minutes.
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tweakers,” Garcia said. 
“They made me sign some 
papers and let me go.”

Around the same time 
he spoke with the Reader, 
Garcia also interviewed 
with a news station from 
Mexico City. The news 
station then interviewed 
the Mayor of Playas de 
Rosarito, Araceli Brown. 
Garcia noted, “Those cops 
were fired. The Baja Board 
of Tourism is monitoring 
any abuse. Once the tour-
ists are stopped by police, 
they should dial 078, and 
they will be immediately 
assisted with a translator. 
Tell the readers that they 
are safe here. Then, if you 
are stopped and you have 
made an infraction, ask 
for your ticket and go to 
the police station and pay 
your fine. They will take 
your license, and you will 
get it back. If you haven’t 
broken any laws, just keep 
asking for a ticket, and do 
not give them any money.”

Ja v i e r  Mo r a l e s ,  a 
34-year-old Rosarito 
skateboarder and body-
boarder, knows how the 
police roll in Baja. He treks 
back and forth across the 
border to his job at the Del 
Mar Fairgrounds. “The 
police are OK,” he told 
the Reader. “But they do 
mess with us skaters all the 
time. They can stop you 
and do a [random] search. 

The last time I had to bail 
a friend out of jail, it was 
a pro skater from Spain. 
They broke into a school 
to skate some stairs, and 
the cops showed and took 
the three dudes to jail.” 
Morales said he slipped 
the police officers at the 
jail “$50 USD, and they got 
released very fast.”

While some American 
skaters might be terrified 
of the prospect of getting 
sweated and shaken down 
by the policia, others feel 
that’s just part of the fun 
and excitement of skate-
boarding in Baja. It’s still 
a little bit outlaw down 
there. Even local skate leg-
end Tony Hawk couldn’t 
avoid the allure. He rolled 
down to Playas de Tijuana 
to skateboard and film 
the last portion of “The 
End,” which was part of 
his Birdhouse video line. 
“We rented this bullring 
in Tijuana for two weeks 
in 1998 for a whopping 
$1500,” Hawk posted on 
his Facebook page. “It took 
ten days to build the ramp 
and four days to shoot all 
the skating.”

A key feature of the 
$40,000 custom-built half 
pipe built by Tim Payne 
in the Plaza Monumental 
de Playas de Tijuana, ac-
cording to the Skateboard-
ing and the City YouTube 
page, was a 360-degree 
loop. Before Hawk’s visit, 
nobody had completed the 
loop. And video posted 
by Skateboarding and the 
City shows Hawk eating 
it at least two times. (“I 
always got hurt somehow 
along the way of learning 
it,” said Hawk in another 
interview.) Then on the 
third shot, Hawk makes 
it all the way around.

The Tijuana half-pipe 
inspired DIY builders 
from both sides of the 
border, including Morales. 
“I built this mini ramp at 
home,” he said, showing 
pictures of half pipe that 
looks about 5 feet tall and 
30 feet wide, made with 
bricks as a base and ce-
ment up top. “I just do it 
for fun with free material 
I scout around,” he con-
tinued. “It depends on size 
and material, [whether 
it’s] concrete or wood. 

But with cash in hand, it 
can be done very fast, like 
three days. There is also 
a DIY pool in Ensenada,” 
he added.

In 2021, Analy “Ana” 
Gaspar Leon and her 
friends built a DIY skate 
pool in Ensenada behind 
her home. “The idea of 
the pool was born because 
they removed the place 
where I skated in front 
of the beach in Ensena-
da” — the same ramp 
that Haro and Anaya once 
skated. “In 2019, I bought 
my land and was allowed 
to create something on 
my property.” Leon’s diys-
katepool_ens Instagram 
page depicts Leon and 
her skater friends build-
ing what folks all over the 
world now know as DIY 
Skate Pool Ensenada. 
The project took four 
months: they dug a hole 
in the soil, laid the rebar, 
created a perimeter with 
wood and cement blocks, 
poured the cement, and 
smoothed it out. The crew 
then painted the skate 
pool Tiffany Blue. Leon, 
now 30, began skating in 
2005, and loves the sport 
so much that she built two 
additional concrete ramps 
next to the pool.

She held her first two 
skate tournaments in 
June and July of 2021. 
Others followed. Former 
Clairemont residents and 
partners Denise “Ivanna 
S. Pankin” Grimes and 
Trish “The Dish” Ethier 
cruised down to Ensena-
da to compete and hang 
out at the Summer 2021 
skate tournaments. “So 
we got there at DIY Skate 
Pool Ensenada at 2 pm,” 
recalled Grimes, “and at 
the time when we first 
met, Ana didn’t speak a lot 
of English, and we didn’t 
speak a lot of Spanish. So 
like, we just skated with 
Ana for a couple of hours, 
and then the contest 
started later, and then no 
one else showed up until 
like five.”
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Ana Gaspar Leon pulls a backside grab at the Baja Surf & Skate bowl.
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In 2011, Anaya was the only skateboarder 
to enter a Rosarito-to-Ensenada bike 
race; he finished the 50-mile course 

in 5 hours and 38 minutes.
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Grimes and Ethier had 
just relocated to La Mis-
ión, a small municipal-
ity in the northern part 
of Ensenada between 
Rosarito and downtown 
Ensenada. Grimes contin-
ued, “And we met Misa, 
who’s from Tijuana. He 
has a Tijuana skate shop 
called Manos Sucias.” 
(Misa and his Manos Su-
cias staff were in charge of 
#GoSkateDay in Tijuana 
in June 2022; they pro-
vided kids with decks, grip 
tape, t-shirts, and slaps for 
free at the San Angel Skate 
Park in Tijuana.)

Grimes and her new 
Baja skater friends would 
reconnect at their La Mis-

ión property in Septem-
ber 2021 to commence 
building another Baja DIY. 
“Misa brought a bunch of 
people from Tijuana, and 
Ana came with a bunch 
of people from Ensenada 
and then returned every 
Sunday. So it took nine 
months or something of 
Sundays. We only missed 
two Sundays. And we 
would work on cement all 
day long, then just barbe-
cue and drink beers, and 
then everyone would go 
home at night. It was a su-
per fun way to do it.”

During the week, when 
it was just Grimes and 
Ethier, they would work 
on their house, getting 

it ready to be an Airbnb. 
Then they’d get back to 
the DIY work. “We would 
do all the prep,” Grimes 
continued, “like all the 
digging and constructing 
the forms, so that when 
everybody was over, we 
could actually focus on 
pouring in the wheelbar-
rows of cement. So it was 
like the same basic core 
crew almost all the time. 
Because of that, we kind of 
got to know many people 
in Mexico.” The La Misión 
DIY skate bowl features 
coping at the pool’s edges, 
hips, and two roll-ins. The 
two also added a wooden 
mini-ramp halfpipe near 
the bowl.

Grimes and Ethier also 
converted two rooms 
within their 4000 square 
foot home into Airbnb 
units. On the Airbnb site, 
the rental is referred to as 
“Baja Surf & Skate Apt. 
#1 or Apt. #2 with a mini 
ramp and skate bowl;” 
the spaces each cost $59 
a night.

Grimes, Ethier, and 
Leon threw their first 
collaborative event, titled 
“Women’s DIY Baja Skate 
Contest,” at their spot on 
August 27; the follow-
ing day, a second contest 
was held at the DIY Skate 
Pool Ensenada. The two 
DIY skate events were 
promoted online and 
attracted women skate-
boarders from both sides 
of the border, including 
Natalie Krishna Das, a 
professional skateboarder 
from Eureka, California. “I 
went with one of my best 
friends and Las ChicAZ 
crewmates Laura Logue,” 
Das recalled. “We took 
her 2018 Jeep Cherokee.” 
On the way down, the two 
skateboarders made sure 
they had their passports 
and purchased Mexican 
auto insurance online, 
“We were concerned that 
our Google Maps would 
not work during the 
drive,” Das continued, 
“but we were elated to find 
that they worked perfectly 
fine, and we had WiFi and 
phone service the entire 
way with Verizon.” The 
Baja Surf & Skate Airb-
nbs were already booked, 
so Das rented an Airbnb 
about 15 minutes away, 
still in La Misión. “We 
spent about $130 per night 
for a beautiful penthouse 
with a huge upper deck 
balcony. It was perfect, 
with a Frida Kahlo theme 
and an epic ocean view.”

On August 27, skaters 
pulled up to the Baja Surf 
& Skate DIY property line, 
where the pavement turns 
into dirt. The road to the 
house and skate park runs 
a mile over hilly terrain. 

Visitors can hear roost-
ers, donkeys, goats, hors-
es, dogs, and peacocks. 
At the competition, “all 
women, non-binary and 
trans folks of all skill lev-
els are invited to compete,” 
read the flier’s caption on 
Instagram in both Eng-
lish and Spanish. Awards 
were given for: best trick, 
highest air, weirdest trick, 
fastest learner, most cre-
ative run, smoothest run, 
most technically proficient 
run, crazy train, used ev-
ery feature, 110 percent 
send, most run, trick 
master, and fast AF. More 
than 40 people showed up, 
many of whom competed. 
On her newly installed 
Cherries Wheels, Das 
performed a 50⁄50 grind, a 
rock to fakie, a frontside 
air, and a slew of other 
tricks on her board. “I got 
third place,” Das said. Ana 
Leon took first place, and 
Das’s buddy Logue took 
second place. The next day 
at DIY Skate Pool Ensena-
da, Das took first place, 
Logue came in second, 
and third place went to a 
San Diegan, Trisha Miller.

(Grimes and Ethier 
knew what they were do-

ing as hosts: the couple 
competed in the Las Ve-
gas roller derby competi-
tion circuit, and founded 
RollerCon in 2005. Then 
in 2009, the couple moved 
to San Diego, where they 
joined the San Diego Der-
by Dolls. Grimes would 
eventually captain the 
team, leading them to a 
championship. They also 
opened Sin City Skates, a 
roller derby equipment 
shop. They sold the shop 
in 2016 to focus on their 
new projects, including 
the La Misión DIY. They 
still run the RollerCon.)

But despite the joys of 
DIY, and despite advances 
in both cultural accep-
tance and public support, 
skateboarding in Baja is 
still playing catch-up on 
the world stage. The cov-
id-delayed 2020 Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo saw 
the games’ first-ever skate-
board events, and San Di-
ego was well represented, 
with Bryce Wettstein, Jor-
dyn Barratt, Cory Juneau, 
and Heimana Reynolds 
skating in the park-disci-
pline preliminaries at the 
Ariake Urban Sports Park 
in August 2021. The other 

Olympic skateboard event 
was referred to as “street,” 
and resembled much of 
what you’d see in certain 
parts of Tijuana: curbs, 
handrails, stairs, walls, 
benches, and slopes.

But, said Skate Baja’s 
Ramírez, there are com-
plications. “In Mexico, 
the skateboard organiza-
tion for the Olympics is 
FEMEPAR (Federación 
Mexicana De Patines So-
bre Ruedas) at the national 
level. And at the local lev-
el, we must communicate 
with the associations that 
have the state’s presiden-
cy. Unfortunately, in Baja 
California’s case, not many 
skate associations have ap-
proached the state presi-
dency. Consequently, for 
athletes to approach events 
for Olympic ranking, there 
is little information, slow 
communication, and no 
support, especially in 
funding. Here, the govern-
ment structure can’t meet 
skateboarding needs in 
public spaces and for ath-
letes. It already happened 
to the CONADE National 
Games recently.” Comis-
ión Nacional de Cultura 
Física y Deporte is a divi-
sion in the Mexican gov-
ernment which oversees 
the promotion and foster-
ing of promoting sports, 
physical education, and 
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Freddy Palazuelos skating in Tijuana.
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The original flyer from the Tijuana 
skate park, Skapistas De Mexico.
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ing as hosts: the couple 
competed in the Las Ve-
gas roller derby competi-
tion circuit, and founded 
RollerCon in 2005. Then 
in 2009, the couple moved 

go, where they 
go Der-

by Dolls. Grimes would 
eventually captain the 
team, leading them to a 
championship. They also 
opened Sin City Skates, a 
roller derby equipment 
shop. They sold the shop 
in 2016 to focus on their 
new projects, including 
the La Misión DIY. They 
still run the RollerCon.)

But despite the joys of 
DIY, and despite advances 
in both cultural accep-
tance and public support, 
skateboarding in Baja is 
still playing catch-up on 
the world stage. The cov-
id-delayed 2020 Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo saw 
the games’ first-ever skate-
board events, and San Di-
go was well represented, 

with Bryce Wettstein, Jor-
dyn Barratt, Cory Juneau, 
and Heimana Reynolds 
skating in the park-disci-
pline preliminaries at the 
Ariake Urban Sports Park 
in August 2021. The other 

Olympic skateboard event 
was referred to as “street,” 
and resembled much of 
what you’d see in certain 
parts of Tijuana: curbs, 
handrails, stairs, walls, 
benches, and slopes.

But, said Skate Baja’s 
Ramírez, there are com-
plications. “In Mexico, 
the skateboard organiza-
tion for the Olympics is 
FEMEPAR (Federación 
Mexicana De Patines So-
bre Ruedas) at the national 
level. And at the local lev-
el, we must communicate 
with the associations that 
have the state’s presiden-
cy. Unfortunately, in Baja 
California’s case, not many 
skate associations have ap-
proached the state presi-
dency. Consequently, for 
athletes to approach events 
for Olympic ranking, there 
is little information, slow 
communication, and no 
support, especially in 
funding. Here, the govern-
ment structure can’t meet 
skateboarding needs in 
public spaces and for ath-
letes. It already happened 
to the CONADE National 
Games recently.” Comis-
ión Nacional de Cultura 
Física y Deporte is a divi-
sion in the Mexican gov-
ernment which oversees 
the promotion and foster-
ing of promoting sports, 
physical education, and 

recreation throughout the 
country. “But of the five 
municipalities signed up, 
only two participated with 
athletes because the other 
three did not know how to 
organize themselves.”

Continued Ramírez, 
“In the Baja California 
skate community, there 
is a disenchantment with 
the Olympics because 
we see that there is not a 
good national organiza-
tion, and that means that 
only a few people have 
access to compete, espe-
cially those skateboarders 
who are in the center of 
the country. But, on the 
other hand, many young 
athletes would like to be 

able to reach that level of 
competition and are en-
thusiastic about being in 
those Olympic venues. 
So what can we do from 
here? Keep promoting 
events, promote decent 
skateparks, and support 
those who seek to travel 
to compete.”

It turns out there are 
limits to DIY: “If our skate-
boarders want to train in 
vert or the bigger bowls, 
they must go to the U.S. If 
they work in the U.S. and 
can skate their as well, that 
gives them an advantage. 
We’ve collaborated with 
the Poseiden Foundation, 
and for a few years, I was 
looking to take our skaters 

to Ladies’ Day at The Ber-
rics. But our skateboarders 
had impostor syndrome, 
or didn’t have a Visa.”

Olympic-skateboarding 
coach Will Cortez, a bi-
national and part of the 
Mexican Olympic skate-
boarding team, told the 
Reader, “There’s a lot more 
street skaters in Mexico, 

but park-skating-wise, 
there’s not as many. It’s 
kind of hard to go and 
practice [skateboarding 
on vert ramps and bowls 
in Mexico]. And that’s why 
Cortez trains here and not 
there. “Like, per capita, the 
most ramps in the world 
are probably in San Diego 
County,” he said.

For now, anyway. De-
nise Grimes at the La Mis-
ión DIY said they plan to 
build more skateable DIYs 
on their property. And if 
they build it, they’re bet-
ting folks will come. “I see, 
on average, just regular 
kids in Mexico that come 
to our DIY that can rival 
some of the best ones at 
the Linda Vista skatepark,” 
she said. “The kids here in 
Baja will skate anything. 
They skate in the alley 
next to Manos Sucias in 
Tijuana; it’s terrifying. It’s 
all full of gravel, and ev-
erything’s handmade to 
skate there. So it’s rough 
and bumpy with kinks in 

it. The kids go crazy in 
there, you know? And I’m 
like, ‘Oh, I need to wear 
a helmet,’ coming from 
Linda Vista, where every-
thing’s perfect and perfect-
ly swept up, and they blow 
it out every morning with 
leaf blowers and stuff. So I 
would love to see some of 
the kids that come to our 
place in La Misión skate 
at a really nice facility, 
like at Linda Vista, City 
Heights, or Memorial in 
Logan Heights.”

In the meantime, there 
is consolation in how far 
the sport has come. “It 
seems awesome to me now 
that we are considered 
Olympic athletes when 
our whole lives people 
have cataloged us as low-
lives,” said Jose “Chacho” 
Anaya, the 52-year-old 
skateboarder who fear-
lessly rode his skateboards 
on the freeways. “I hope 
people who do not skate 
now see us as athletes.”

— Mike Madriaga
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Jose Chacho Anaya rips his backyard ramp in Ensenada.
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Friday | 20
EDGAR ALLAN POE’S 
GRUESOME GALLERY OF 
GROTESQUERIE
Through tales of murderous madmen 
or supernatural mystery, Edgar Allan 
Poe confronts fear and darkness in this 
performance co-developed in collab-
oration with Junior Theatre students 
and performers. The production 
will fuse storytelling, poetry, music, 
movement, and puppetry to explore 
the works of Poe. Recommended for 
ages 10 years and up.

WHEN: Friday, January 20, 7 pm
WHERE: Casa del Prado Theatre, 
1600 Village Place, Balboa Park. 
balboapark.org

Saturday | 21
WELL + FEST ‘23
Take part in outdoor yoga and fitness 
classes, plus enjoy live music, wellness 

workshops with SoCal instructors, 
local DJs, bands, artists, SUP yoga and 
Pilates, psychic healing, sound baths, 
ear seeding (a traditional Chinese 
medicine), artist’s row, vegan vendors, 
massage, and chiropractic community.

WHEN: Saturday, January 21, 10 am 
to 4 pm

gravel-voiced soul singer Macy Gray 
has released ten studio albums and 
earned five Grammy Award nomina-
tions, including a win for Best Female 
Pop Performance. She appeared in 
the films The Crow: Wicked Prayer, 
The Paperboy, and Brotherly Love, and 
she’s played roles on TV shows such as 
That’s So Raven and Fuller House.

WHEN: Sunday, January 22, 7:30 pm
WHERE: Music Box, 1337 India Street, 
Little Italy. musicboxsd.com

Tuesday| 24
WILLIAM MULHOLLAND: 
THE LA AQUEDUCT AND ST. 
FRANCIS DAM DISASTER
William Mulholland is responsible for 
one of the greatest civil engineering 
feats in American history: he designed 
and built the Los Angeles Aqueduct, 
which trans-
ported water 
233 miles from 
the pictur-
esque Owens 
Valley south to 
Los Angeles. 
Completed 
in 1913, the 
aqueduct made 
him a hero to 
Angelenos, but 

just fifteen years later, the St. Francis 
Dam above Los Angeles burst, killing 
over 400 people and effectively ending 
his career.

WHEN: Tuesday, January 24, 1 pm
WHERE: Mission Valley Library. 
2123 Fenton Parkway, Mission Valley. 
sandiego.librarymarket.com

WHERE: Wellness Lounge Mission 
Bay LLC, 1548 Quivira Way, Mission 
Beach. wellnessloungesd.com

Sunday | 22
WEEKENDS WITH LOCALS: 
ALLAN HAVIS

Allan Havis is the author of Clear Blue 
Silence, a story in which film profes-
sor Jonathan Klein resolves a debt left 
by his deceased Jewish father due to a 
New York crime figure. Klein, a single 
parent in California, learns unsettling 
details about his late wife, about his 
brilliant Chinese student, and about 
his suicidal colleague days before 
Yom Kippur. The story, set during 
covid, finds Klein shuttling between 
California and New York.

WHEN: Sunday, January 22, 12 pm to 
2 pm
WHERE: Warwick’s Bookstore, 7812 
Girard Avenue, La Jolla. warwicks.com/
event/havis-2023

MACY GRAY
Highly influenced by Billie Holiday, 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20: EDGAR ALLAN POE’S GRUESOME GALLERY OF GROTESQUERIE

Calendar

LOS ANGELES AQUEDUCT; ABOVE: WILLIAM MULHOLLAND
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Candle Making-Crafting Event 
& Warehouse Sale Mini candle-
making workshop & in-person sales 
event. Saturday, January 21, 10am; $5. 
Crafter’s Box, 4643 Mission Gorge Pl., 
Suite A. (MISSION VALLEY)

Fashion & Masters: Perfumed 
Gloves & Jasmine Fields This 
lecture will trace the unique chain of 
events and individuals that ensured 
the success of perfumery’s special-
ized craft within French culture and 
society, from the “Sun King” to the 
Guerlain family. For the second half 
of the event, look closely at several 
French paintings from the Timken’s 
collection and pair them with scent, 
enhancing our visual experience 
through the sense of smell. Sunday, 
January 22, 4pm; $85-$95. 21 and 
up. Timken Museum of Art, 1500 El 
Prado. (BALBOA PARK)

Featured Artist Redin Winter 
Reception Opening Reception for 
an art exhibition featuring San Diego 
artist Redin Winter’s Inner Land-
scapes. The feature exhibition runs 
January 17 - January 28. Saturday, 
January 21, 6pm; free. Studio Door, 
3867 Fourth Avenue. (HILLCREST)

BOOK 
S IGNINGS

1001 Fritters: Food in the Ara-
bian Nights Culinary Historians of 
San Diego will present 1001 ‘Fritters’: 
Food in the Arabian Nights, featur-
ing Charles Perry. As a collection of 
wonder tales being recited to hungry 
audiences in Middle Eastern bazaars, 
the Arabian Nights naturally included 
a number of references to foods. The 
event is free and open to the public. 
Saturday, January 21, 10:30am; free. 
Central Library, 330 Park Boulevard. 
(EAST VILLAGE)

Emily Calandrelli: Stay Curious 
& Keep Exploring Warwick’s, 
in partnership with La Jolla Riford 
Library, will host Emily Calandrelli 
as she discusses and signs her new 
book, Stay Curious and Keep Explor-
ing: 50 Amazing, Bubbly, and Creative 
Science Experiments to Do with the 
Whole Family. Tuesday, January 24, 
4pm; free. La Jolla Riford Library, 
7555 Draper Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

Seth Mallios: 100 Seasons of 
Aztec Football Warwick’s will 
host Seth Mallios as he discusses and 
signs his new book, 100 Seasons of 
Aztec Football. This event is free and 
open to the public; free admittance 
is subject to available space. Tues-
day, January 24, 7:30pm; free-$129. 
Warwick’s Bookstore, 7812 Girard 
Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

Tracy Badua Tracy Badua in dis-
cussion with Kat De Los Reyes Thurs-

day, January 19, 7pm; free. Mysteri-
ous Galaxy Books, 3555 Rosecrans 
Street Suite 107. (POINT LOMA)

Weekends with Locals: Allan 
Havis Weekends with Locals will 
be hosting Allan Havis, author of 
Clear Blue Silence. Sunday, January 
22, 12pm; free. Warwick’s Bookstore, 
7812 Girard Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

Weekends with Locals: Ellen 
C. Lee Weekends with Locals will be 
hosting Ellen C. Lee, author of Food 
That Anchors: Recipes for People On 
The Go. Sunday, January 22, 2:30pm; 
free. Warwick’s Bookstore, 7812 
Girard Avenue. (LA JOLLA)

CLASSES  & 
WORKSHOPS

Break Into Travel Writing Break 
Into Travel Writing with Lenore 
Greiner Saturday, January 21, 1pm; 
$36-$42. 18 and up. Inspirations 
Gallery, 2730 Historic Decatur Rd., 
Barracks 16 #204. (LIBERTY STATION)

Craftivism Class: Printmaking 
as Resistance During this 2.5-hour 
workshop session, participants will 
be encouraged to experiment with 
simple printmaking techniques to 
create a print that raises awareness 
and expresses a personal statement 
about what they care about most. 

Thursday, January 19, 6pm; $5-$15. 
Joe and Vi Jacobs Center, 404 Euclid 
Avenue. (EMERALD HILLS)

Kids Ukulele Class After-school 
group ukulele lessons for kids ages 
7-12 taught by Omar Bernal Wednes-
days, 4:30pm; through Wednesday, 
March 1, $90. Mid-City Com-
munity Music, 4011 Ohio Street. 
(CITY HEIGHTS)

Library NExT: Demystifying 
College Admissions The course 
will cover a variety of topics, includ-
ing financial aid, choosing a major, 
and determining which college best 
fits your goals. This course will be 
held in English and Spanish. Thurs-
day, January 19, 2pm; free. Otay 
Mesa-Nestor Library, 3003 Coronado 
Avenue. (NESTOR)

Ring Workshop Learn how to use 
a blowtorch to solder and create high 
quality stacking rings to take home. 
Hosted by local artisan Sangeeta Nair 
of Ember & Onyx. Sunday, January 
22, 10am; free-$110. 18 and up. 
Haven, 3381 30th Street. (NORTH PARK)

VITA Tax Help Volunteer income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) offers free tax 
filing assistance. By appointments 
only. Tuesday, January 24, 12pm; 
Wednesday, January 25, 12pm; free. 
18 and up. Poway Library, 13137 
Poway Road. (POWAY)

COMEDY

Beks 2 Beks 2 Beks Taking 
off from their online concert “Bek-
sinated,” this concert will feature the 
performing and comedic strengths of 
the group as a collective and as indi-
vidual performers — as MC, Lassy 
and Chad. Friday, January 20, 8pm; 
$78-$128. 21 and up. Sycuan Casino, 
5469 Casino Way. (EL CAJON)

Comedy Night: Nazareth Also 
appearing variety act Michael Rayner 

and comedienne Lisa Gilbert. Fri-
day, January 20, 7pm; free. Joan B. 
Kroc Theatre, 6611 University Ave-
nue. (ROLANDO)

Jesus Trejo With Eliot Chang 
and Mary Romeo. Friday, January 
20, 6:30pm and 8:30pm; Saturday, 
January 21, 6:30pm and 8:30pm; $17. 
18 and up. Grand Comedy Club, 340 
East Grand Avenue. (ESCONDIDO)

Kevin Nealon As seen on NBC’s 
SNL, Showtime’s Weeds, ABC, 
Comedy Central & more! Thursday, 
January 19, 8pm; Friday, January 

20, 7:30pm and 9:30pm; Saturday, 
January 21, 7:30pm and 9:30pm; $25. 
21 and up. American Comedy Com-
pany, 818 Sixth Avenue. (DOWNTOWN 

SAN DIEGO)

Robert Kelly Robert Kelly’s com-
edy is deeply rooted his own life 
and relationships. Friday, January 
20, 7pm; Saturday, January 21, 7pm; 
$25. 21 and up. Mic Drop Comedy, 
8878 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard. 
(KEARNY MESA)

NO SURPRISE ACACIA GREGGI IS OFTEN CALLED “CAT-CLAW”

Sensitive sumac, thorny cat-claw, 
extreme tides
The Frost-Nipped Legacies of last November’s and December’s cold 
spells aren’t hard to spot. Brown lawns, half-dead-looking avocado 
trees, and wilted ornamental plants like poinsettias in certain areas 
of San Diego County tell the story plainly enough. But a common 
frost-sensitive native plant -- the laurel sumac -- is even more widely 
expressive. Laurel sumac is one of the largest and most conspicuous 
plant within the coastal-sage-scrub vegetation community grow-
ing on many of San Diego’s coastal hillsides. They tend to become 
noticeably frost-bitten in low lying areas, where chilled air sinks 
and settles in during the night and early morning hours.

Acacias, Festooned with Myriads of Fluffy Yellow Blossoms, 
are brightening street-sides, freeway embankments, and backyard 

gardens throughout the San Diego area this month. Although many 
acacias are native to subtropical regions, nearly all we see today 
in San Diego were introduced from Australia. The Anza-Borrego 
Desert’s native acacia (Acacia greggii) is the notoriously thorny 
“cat-claw,” known by early desert pioneers as “tear-blanket” and 
“wait-a-minute bush.”

Extremely High and Extremely Low Tides are set to occur on 
January 20-22. On Friday, January 20, a peak high tide of +7.42 feet 
occurs at 7:33 am. Saturday’s high tide of +7.68 feet crests at 8:21 
am. Sunday’s high tide of +7.64 feet peaks at 9:08 am. If any strong 
winter storm happens to arrive from the west during these peak 
tides, some flooding of low-lying coastal areas around San Diego 
is likely. Several exceptionally low tides will also occur within the 
same string of January dates. On Friday, January 20, the tide falls 
to -2.03 feet at 2:51 pm. On Saturday, the tide drops to -2.2 feet at 
3.33 pm. On Sunday, a low tide level of -2.07 feet occurs at 4:15 pm. 
Any of these low-tide occasions are perfect for exploring marine life 
in the tidepool areas along San Diego County’s coastline.

The above comes from the Outdoors listings in the Reader compiled by Jerry Schad, 
author of Afoot & Afield in San Diego County. Schad died in 2011.

NEW SUMAC GROWTH HAS A REDDISH-BRONZE COLOR

NOW OPEN
LITTLE ITALY MERCATO 
SATURDAYS 8 am to 2 pm
WEDNESDAYS 9:30 am to 1:30 pm
Shop safe at open-air farmers’ markets 
'SFTI�'SVJU�t�7FHFUBCMFT�t�.FBU�t�'JTI�t�&HHT 
'MPXFST�t�:PHVSU�t�#BLFE�(PPET�BOE�NPSF�ø 
-JNJUFE�FOUSZ�GPS�TBGF�TIPQQJOH

01&/�:&"3�306/%�3"*/�03�4)*/&�ø

Information and safety protocols: 
sandiegomarkets.com

HOW TO SEND US YOUR 
LISTING: Have an event? We 
want it! Festivals, lectures, sporting 
events (including surfing, kayak-
ing, and sailing), Meetups, conven-
tions, book signings, art gallery 
openings, conferences, dance per-
formances, expos, poetry readings, 
classes & workshops — all are wel-
come. You can submit an event at 
sdreader.com/events/submit.
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on its way to an Early Hollywood 
orgy) and follow with piss (from 
a Champagne-swilling ingénue at 
said orgy) before moving onto ersatz 
semen (from a bazooka-sized mem-
ber wielded by a performing dwarf) 
getting sprayed all over the riotous 
crowd. Projectile vomiting is held 
in reserve until the film’s middle, 
but still: the magic of the movies, 
people. A party like this attracts a 
certain sort of someone: in this case, 
Nellie (Margot Robbie), the daugh-
ter of a con man and a crazy woman, 
on the run from home and bound 
for cinematic glory. W ithin minutes 
of her arrival, she’s hoovering up 
cocaine and listening to errand boy 
Manny (Diego Calva) yammer on 
about how movies are meaningful, 
bigger than life. Maybe so, maybe 
not, but the industry that produces 
them turns out to be, surprise sur-
prise, a money-making machine 
that runs on people — emphasis on 
machine. The coming of sound is 
the big technical advance here — the 
torture of Nellie under the sound 
man’s tyranny gets especial and 
excruciating attention — but as 
the crazypants closing montage 
makes it clear, technology is god 
in Babylon, and the artist onscreen 
is at best a handmaiden, at worst a 
sacrificial victim. (One guess as to 
which sort of artist is the only one to 
make it out with his dignity intact.) 
What comes before that montage 
is long and frequently unpleasant, 
but at least there’s a point to all that 
decadence and despair: first time as 
tragedy, second time as hit musical. 
Of course, there are consolations 
along the way — Chazelle knows 
his business, after all. Casting Brad 
Pitt as a big shot on the wane is both 
bold and engaging. And a visit to 

DANCE

Lunar New Year Lion Dance 
Performance 30-minute lion 
dance performance will include a live 
ensemble of instruments and 3 lions. 
Saturday, January 21, 10:30am; free. 
Village at Pacific Highlands Ranch, 
13490 Pacific Highlands Ranch Park-
way. (CARMEL VALLEY)

DISCUSS ION 
GROUPS

Oasis Presents: William Mul-
holland Oasis Presents William 
Mulholland: The Controversial 
L.A. Aqueduct and the St. Francis 
Dam Disaster Tuesday, January 24, 
1pm; free. 18 and up. Mission Val-
ley Library, 2123 Fenton Parkway. 
(MISSION VALLEY)

Poway Library Knitting Group 
Spend the afternoon with fellow 
knitting enthusiasts. All are wel-
come, including beginning knitters, 
although no formal instruction is 
provided. Bring your own supplies. 
Monday, January 23, 1pm; free. 18 
and up. Poway Library, 13137 Poway 
Road. (POWAY)

San Diego Civil War Round 
Table Attorney and amateur histo-
rian Gordon Gidlund will describe 
how Shakespeare was part of the cul-
tural literacy of the country during 
the Civil War, both North and South. 
Tuesday, January 24, 6:30pm; free. 
Mission Valley Library, 2123 Fenton 
Parkway. (MISSION VALLEY)

FOR K IDS

Alice & Wonderland Tea Party 
& Military Salute Military chil-
dren who have sacrificed so much can 
enter Wonderland where they can 
take a photo with Alice and the White 
Rabbit at a photo booth, decorate a 
cookies with the Queen of Hearts, 
do a drink toast with the Madd Hat-
ter, enjoy a ten minute magic class 
with a take home souvenir and more. 
Saturday, January 21, 11am; free. Cor-
nerstone Church of San Diego, 1920 
Sweetwater Road. (NATIONAL CITY)

Chula Vista Library Family 
Concert Series Pattern Play Trio 
Saturday, January 21: Connect pat-
terns in music to math, science, and 
language arts. Open to all ages. Sat-
urday, January 21, 2pm; free. Chula 
Vista Civic Center Library, 365 F 
Street. (CHULA VISTA)

Circus Vargas In the all NEW 2023 
production, Circus Vargas channels 
the “City of Lights” in their latest, 
greatest production, Bonjour Paris! 
This all-new high-energy, action-
packed extravaganza delivers the 
ultimate live family entertainment 
experience for 2023! Friday, January 
20, 7:30pm; Saturday, January 21, 
4pm and 7pm; Sunday, January 22, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm and 7:30pm; Mon-
day, January 23, 6:30pm; Wednesday, 
January 25, 7pm; $19-$75. Westfield 
Mission Valley Center, 1640 Camino 
del Rio North. (MISSION VALLEY)

Disney On Ice Road Trip 
Adventures Families should be 
prepared for a getaway jam-packed 

with unexpected hijinks and surprise, 
up-close character interaction. Thurs-
day, January 19, 7pm; Friday, January 
20, 7pm; Saturday, January 21, 11am, 
3pm and 7pm; Sunday, January 22, 
1pm and 5pm; $20-$110. Pechanga 
Arena San Diego, 3500 Sports Arena 
Boulevard. (MIDWAY DISTRICT)

Superheroes Unite: Parent’s 
Night Out Drop your kids off 
for a night of saving the city. This 
event includes a 30 minute super-
hero themed dance session, super-
hero games, a snack and big screen 
movie. Kids are welcome to dress 
up as a superhero and bring pillows/
blankets to be comfy while watching 
the movie. Early drop off is available 
at 5:00pm for an additional fee. Fri-
day, January 20, 6pm; $25. Starlight 
Dance Studio, 6506 El Cajon Boule-
vard. (COLLEGE AREA)

Trail Tykes The free program 
includes a read-aloud story, and a 
craft/activity or a short walk with 
MTRP Foundation staff and vol-
unteers. Created for children 2 to 5 
years of age. Please register to reserve 
your space. Sunday, January 22, 10am; 
Monday, January 23, 10am; free. Mis-
sion Trails Regional Park, One Father 
Junípero Serra Trail. (SAN CARLOS)

Unicorn Party Tap into your inner 
unicorn with crafts, activities, and 
delectable treats. No registration is 
required. Recommended for ages 
3-9. Saturday, January 21, 11am; free. 
Mission Valley Library, 2123 Fenton 
Parkway. (MISSION VALLEY)

LECTURES

Dr. Jordan B. Peterson  Tues-
day, January 24, 7:30pm; $34-$105. 
Pechanga Arena San Diego, 3500 
Sports Arena Boulevard. (MID-

WAY DISTRICT)

Emerald Keepers Eco-Lecture: 
Solar Electricity Learn about put-
ting solar panels on your home. Please 
bring your SDG&E Bill and reusable 
water bottle/coffee cup. Wednesday, 
January 25, 6:30pm; free. Coro-
nado Library, 640 Orange Avenue. 
(CORONADO)

NATURE

Free Wild Animal Tracking 
Workshop Enjoy a morning of 
fun and hands-on wildlife track-
ing training that will enable you to 
unlock the mysteries of wild animal 
behavior by reading their tracks. This 
is a hands-on workshop in the field 
with certified wildlife trackers looking 
at real animal tracks. Reserve your 
spot @ sdtt.org. Saturday, January 21, 
8am; free. 18 and up. Los Peñasquitos 
Ranch Adobe, 12122 Canyonside Park 
Drive. (RANCHO PEÑASQUITOS)

Guided Nature Walk Join a 
MTRP Trail Guide on a guided nature 
walk and learn about the plants, 
animals, geology, history, and ecol-
ogy of the park along a scenic trail. 
Walks start from the Visitor Center, 
are free and open to the public, with 
no reservations required. Walks are 
canceled if raining. Saturday, January 
21, 9:30am; and Sunday, January 22, 
9:30am.  free. Mission Trails Regional 
Park, One Father Junípero Serra Trail. 
(SAN CARLOS)

Stars at West Sycamore 
Join members from the San Diego 
Astronomy Association at the West 
Sycamore Staging Area to view the 
nighttime sky through telescopes. 
It will be a dark night at West Syca-
more, perfect for the Great Nebula 
in Orion. Rain or cloudy skies can-
cel event. Sunset 5:10 pm. Viewing 
Begins at Dusk. Where: End of Stone-
bridge Parkway, Scripps Ranch 17160 
Stonebridge Parkway. The entrance 
to West Sycamore is at the very east 
end of Stonebridge Parkway. Starts 
at dusk. Park on the paved street and 
walk past the gate into the park where 
telescopes are set up. Friday, January 
20, 5:15pm; free. West Sycamore – 
Mission Trails Regional Park, 17160 
Stonebridge Parkway. (SCRIPPS RANCH)

SPEC IAL 
EVENTS

Lunar New Year AXIS Event 
Enjoy a free, family-friendly event 
as we ring in the Year of the Rabbit 
with cultural performances by local 
artists. Monday, January 23, 5:30pm; 
free. Old Globe Theatre, 1363 Old 
Globe Way. (BALBOA PARK)

SPORTS  & 
F ITNESS

Breathe, Feel, Stretch, Relax & 
Heal Get warm and limber with this 
weekly class offered by Certified Yoga 
Instructor Jaruska Solyova. Learn 
how to adapt poses and breathing 
to your level. RSVP solyoga@yahoo.
com Wednesdays, 4:40pm; through 
Wednesday, January 25, $15-$20. La 
Jolla Cove Bridge Club, 1160 Coast 
Boulevard. (LA JOLLA)

Chinese New Year Celebration 
Chinese New Year Celebration with 
Refreshments Free Energy Heal-
ings Wellness Gifts. RSVP for free 
ticket Sunday, January 22, 3pm; free. 
Bamboo Garden Wellness Center, 
162 South Rancho Santa Fe STE A30. 
(RANCHO SANTA FE)

Well + Fest ‘23 Creating com-
munity, connection & conscious-
ness through music, movement and 
mindfulness Outdoor Yoga + Fitness 
Classes, Live Music, Wellness Work-

shops Exclusive SoCal instructors, 
Local DJ’s, Bands and Artists SUP 
Yogo + Pilates, Psychic Healing, 
Sound Baths, Ear Seeding Artist’s 
Row, Vegan Vendors, Massage, Chi-
ropractic Community Connection 
Consciousness. Saturday, January 
21, 10am; $39-$59. Wellness Lounge 
Mission Bay LLC, 1548 Quivira Way. 
(MISSION BEACH)

Wim Hof Advanced Instruc-
tor, Miles Lukas, is a black belt in 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and has danced 
at the top of a mountain shirtless 
with Wim Hof. Saturday, January 
21, 11:30am; $117-$197. 18 and up. 
Heart Yoga, 3788 Mission Blvd, San 
Diego, CA 92109

THEATER

Theater listings and commentary 
are by Matthew Lickona unless 
otherwise noted. Information is 
accurate according to material 
given us, but it is always wise to 
phone the theater for any last-
minute changes and to inquire 
about ticket availability. Many 
theaters offer discounts to stu-
dents, senior citizens, and the 
military. Ask at the box office.
The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee
Winner of the Tony and the Drama 
Desk Awards for Best Book, The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
features a book by Rachel Sheinkin and 
a score by William Finn. An eclectic 
group of six mid-pubescents vie for the 
spelling championship of a lifetime. 
While candidly disclosing stories from 
their home lives, the tweens spell their 
way through a series of (potentially 
made-up) words, hoping never to hear 
the soul-crushing “ding” of the bell that 
signals a spelling mistake. Six spellers 
enter; one speller leaves a champion. At 
least the losers get a juice box. Evening 
shows are rated R for language.
OCEAN BEACH PLAYHOUSE, 4944 
NEWPORT AVE., OCEAN BEACH. 619-
795-9305. 8PM THURSDAY, FRIDAY, & 
SATURDAY, 2PM SUNDAY, JAN. 22.

Blues in the Night
Yvette Freeman Hartley’s director’s 
note tells us that this musical revue 
sings “the tale of three women and one 
man’s broken love life while living in 
a cheap Chicago hotel in 1938.” And 
there are nods in that direction: Anise 

Ritchie’s Lady from the Road pauses 
in her perusal of her scrapbook to 
let us know that Ciarra Stroud’s Girl 
with a Date has a broken heart and 
is looking to mend it with new love, 
and that Karole Foreman’s Woman of 
the World used to be a big deal, but 
now it’s just cheap wine from a fancy 
decanter. But Elijah Rock’s Man in 
the Saloon remains something of an 
enigma — and come to think of it, he 
doesn’t seem all that blue. Actually 
once the songs start in, neither do the 
girls — Lady from the Road takes a 
happy, naughty stroll down memory 
lane with “Take Me for a Buggy Ride,” 
Girl with a Date is excitedly “Taking 
a Chance on Love,” and even Woman 
of the World recalls “Stompin’ at the 
Savoy.” 
     Those are good songs, and they’re 
sung by good, distinctive singers. But 
they’re nobody’s idea of blues. Really, 
there’s a lot more sex than sadness 
in the lyrics — “Kitchen Man” very 
nearly cuts its double entendres to 
singles with lines like “Oh how that 
boy can open clams, no one else can 
baste my hams” — especially in the 
first act. It’s a fine performance, but 
after a while, you might start to wish 
for more of a narrative through-line. 
You’ve got a man up there on stage — 
why not use him to give those ladies 
a right to sing the blues? Yes, they do 
sing that one: act two is a little heavier 
on the suffering and sorrow, but only 
a little. Director Hartley’s note goes on 
to assure you that Blues in the Night 
“will take you on a bouncing, soulful 
buggy ride through love that will help 
wipe away any blues you may have,” 
and that’s probably a better descrip-
tion of what’s going on here. It’s a 
feel-good show, not a feel-bad one.
NORTH COAST REPERTORY THEATRE, 987 
LOMAS SANTA FE DRIVE, SUITE D, 858-
481-1055. CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

The Notebooks of 
Leonardo da Vinci
Leonardo da Vinci was one of the 
greatest thinkers of all time. Now 
Tony Award winner and MacArthur 
Genius Grantee Mary Zimmerman 
(The White Snake, Metamorphoses) 
shapes a genre-busting play entirely 
from da Vinci’s own notebooks. A cast 
of actors takes us on a journey through 
da Vinci’s mind as he considers every-
thing from math and engineering to 
philosophy and love.
OLD GLOBE THEATRE, 1363 OLD GLOBE 
WAY, BALBOA PARK. 619-234-5623. 2PM & 
8PM SATURDAYS, 2PM & 7PM SUNDAYS, 
7PM TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS.

MOVIES

All reviews are by Scott Marks, 
Matthew Lickona, and Duncan 
Shepherd. Priorities are indicated 
by one to five stars and antipathies 
by the black spot. Unrated movies 
are for now unreviewed. Thousands 
of past reviews are available online 
at SDReader.com/movies.

Avatar: The Way of Water — 
A person might argue that once 
you’ve figured out how to down-
load a person’s consciousness into 
a lab-grown, giant blue superhu-
man body, you don’t absolutely need 
to travel across the galaxy to hunt 
whales that produce minute quanti-
ties of stuff that stops human aging. 
But that person would be missing 
the point of director and co-writer 
James Cameron’s sequel to Avatar, a 
sequel that deploys even more high 
tech (or at least, high frame rate) 
than its predecessor in service to 
its message that happiness lies in 
reconnecting to nature. Because 
once humanity lost sight of that, 
erm, native truth, what else was left 
but the itch for innovation, expan-
sion, and conquest? 

It would also be missing the point 
to lament the incessant addition of 
“bro!” and “cuz!” to the ends of 
lines spoken by the dreadlocked 
blue teen offspring of gone-Na’vi 
soldier Jake Sully, or the weird 
dramatic and personal vacancy of 
their torn-between-two-worlds 
human friend Spider. Because dia-
logue and character and even plot 
mechanics must here bend the knee 
before spectacle and dynamics. And 
those are things Cameron knows 
well enough to make you feel them 
in whatever part of you has made 
him so unerringly successful at the 
box office. Here, it’s the spectacle of 
a well lighted life below the ocean 
waves, and the dynamics of fathers 
and sons, of hosts and refugees, of 
hunter and hunted. 

And it would be missing the 
point in truly special fashion to 
call the proceedings indulgent to 
the point of self-infatuation: Cam-
eron has built a new world from 
the remixed bits of this one, and he 
seems determined that we should 
not simply visit Pandora, we should, 
for at least three hours, live in it. 

However, it might not be miss-
ing the point to note that the devo-
tion to ever-higher CG resolution 
and ever-more immersive 3-D has 
a tendency to drain the drama — the 
visceral, vital impact — from hand-
to-hand combat, and to make the 
biggest battles feel like video-game 
cutscenes. To reduce, ultimately, the 
experience’s sum total of felt life. But 
then, there is more than one way to 
see this particular movie, so your 
mileage may vary. 2022. — M.L. 
★★  (IN WIDE RELEASE)

Babylon — Does Damien Chazelle 
like the movies? His big splash, La 
La Land, told the story of a gal who 
gives up true love with a true art-
ist (a jazz man, as it happens) to 
pursue stardom, because c’mon, 
it’s stardom. (Come to think of it, 
it’s all there in the first line of the 
song that opens the show, in which 
a girl sings about leaving her own 
true love for the lights of LA.) A 
sad story, but still sweet and wist-
ful and fun to look at. Here? We 
open with shit (from an elephant 

Blues in the Night: But also a fair number of red-hots.
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on its way to an Early Hollywood 
orgy) and follow with piss (from 
a Champagne-swilling ingénue at 
said orgy) before moving onto ersatz 
semen (from a bazooka-sized mem-
ber wielded by a performing dwarf) 
getting sprayed all over the riotous 
crowd. Projectile vomiting is held 
in reserve until the film’s middle, 
but still: the magic of the movies, 
people. A party like this attracts a 
certain sort of someone: in this case, 
Nellie (Margot Robbie), the daugh-
ter of a con man and a crazy woman, 
on the run from home and bound 
for cinematic glory. W ithin minutes 
of her arrival, she’s hoovering up 
cocaine and listening to errand boy 
Manny (Diego Calva) yammer on 
about how movies are meaningful, 
bigger than life. Maybe so, maybe 
not, but the industry that produces 
them turns out to be, surprise sur-
prise, a money-making machine 
that runs on people — emphasis on 
machine. The coming of sound is 
the big technical advance here — the 
torture of Nellie under the sound 
man’s tyranny gets especial and 
excruciating attention — but as 
the crazypants closing montage 
makes it clear, technology is god 
in Babylon, and the artist onscreen 
is at best a handmaiden, at worst a 
sacrificial victim. (One guess as to 
which sort of artist is the only one to 
make it out with his dignity intact.) 
What comes before that montage 
is long and frequently unpleasant, 
but at least there’s a point to all that 
decadence and despair: first time as 
tragedy, second time as hit musical. 
Of course, there are consolations 
along the way — Chazelle knows 
his business, after all. Casting Brad 
Pitt as a big shot on the wane is both 
bold and engaging. And a visit to 

the “asshole of LA” doubles nicely 
(and nastily) as a journey into mov-
iedom’s carney roots. But for all the 
parties and pretty people, it’s not a 
fun ride. 2022. — M.L. ★★  (IN 
WIDE RELEASE)

EO  — EO, a gray donkey with 
melancholic eyes and a curious 
spirit, begins life as a circus per-
former before escaping across the 
Polish and Italian countryside, 
where he encounters a troubled 
young priest, a Countess, a rowdy 
soccer team, and experiences soci-
ety’s cultural and environmental 
ills, all on his journey to freedom.    
(DIGITAL GYM CINEMA; LAND-
MARK HILLCREST)

M3GAN — Her gave us a female 
AI that gradually lost interest in her 
human user because he was so limited. 
It was a sad experience. Ex Machina 
gave us a female AI that gradually 
grew to hate her human user because 
he was so limiting. It was a frighten-
ing experience. But M3GAN gives 
us a female AI that doesn’t discard 
or hate her human user, because her 
whole raison d’etre is to take care of 
her. And despite its sad setup — a 
little girl loses her parents in a car 
crash — and a smattering of frighten-
ing moments, it is first and foremost 
a fun experience. Machine learning 
may one day be the death of us all, 
but we’re still far enough out from 
the Rise of the Machines to indulge 
a wry chuckle at the prospect.  Pretty 
roboticist Gemma (Allison Williams) 
is a victim of her own genius: the 
“smart toy” she’s built — essentially, 
a pet that never dies and can talk — is 
getting dinged in the marketplace by 
a cheaper, dumber knockoff. Her 
boss wants her go lower, but that’s 

not how geniuses operate. She’s got 
something really special in mind, 
but then life dumps a just-orphaned 
niece in her lap, and the deadline is 
looming. But wait! What if her new 
invention is just what a grieving little 
girl needs? Someone to be with her, 
to console her…to protect her from 
the mean dog next door. There’s nary 
a surprise in sight plotwise (and 
while we’re at it, blessedly few jump 
scares); what’s unexpected is how 
human, and even funny, the story of 
a robot girl gone rogue manages to 
be. 2023. 2022. — M.L. ★★  (IN 
WIDE RELEASE)

STREAMING

Chimes at Midnight  — The 
script is a patchwork of five plays 
by Shakespeare, principally Henry 
IV, Parts I and II. Its richest vein is 
the elegiac, and accordingly it makes 
a fitting last gasp for Orson Welles 
as a director (it was, after all, the 
last full-length feature completed by 
him) — and, in the role of Falstaff, 
for Orson Welles as an actor as well: 
older, wider, still as crude an actor 
as ever. Like Alexander Nevsky, it 
would be worth seeing for its cli-
mactic battle scene alone — a bone-
rattling exhibition of Medieval sav-
agery, counterpointed with the sight 
of the armored star running around 
like a teapot on legs. With Jeanne 
Moreau, John Gielgud, Margaret 
Rutherford, and Ralph Richardson 
(narrator). 1967. — D.S. ★★★★  
(HBO MAX)

Eternal Sunshine of the Spot-
less Mind — Charlie Kaufman, 

scriptwriter of Being John Malkov-
ich, Adaptation, and Confessions of 
a Dangerous Mind, drills a new tun-
nel into his favorite fictional locale, 
the human brain, this time by way 
of the science-fictional device of an 
illicit memory-erasure service called 
Lacuna, Inc. ("Technically speaking, 
the procedure is brain damage, but it's 
on a par with a night of heavy drink-
ing.") Both halves of a failed romance 
avail themselves of the service, first 
the female half, and then (in distress 
over his former lover's failure to 
recognize him) the male, who belat-
edly changes his mind and begins to 
struggle against the erasure in mid-
stream. The old theme of cold-sci-
ence-versus-warm-humanity emerges. 
And inasmuch as the protagonist is 
asleep for the operation, the flow of 

fragmentary memories, riddled with 
surrealistic dislocations and juxtapo-
sitions, takes on aspects of cognitive 
dreaming as well as psychoanalytic 
free association. The French origins 
of director Michel Gondry, who ear-
lier collaborated with Kaufman on 
Human Nature, prompt us to draw a 
connection to Alain Resnais quicker 
than we otherwise might. The lat-
ter's explorations of the mind in 
general and memory in specific are, 
fittingly enough, far more cerebral 
(Hiroshima Mon Amour, Last Year 
at Marienbad, Providence), though 
he himself was not above making 
use of a science-fictional device: the 
haywire time machine in Je T'Aime, 
Je T'Aime, pinballing its human 
guinea pig through the lowlights of 
an unhappy love affair. (The theme of 

cold-science-versus-warm-humanity 
emerged there, too.) Gondry, a music-
video and TV-advertising veteran, 
with a common weakness for the 
wacky and the tacky, has none of the 
refinement of Resnais, but that's no 
reason to condemn him out of hand. 
A popularized, a vulgarized version is 
preferable to none at all; it might even 
inspire the odd viewer or two to follow 
the trail back to the fountainhead. Jim 
Carrey, Kate Winslet, Kirsten Dunst, 
Mark Ruffalo, Tom Wilkinson, Eli-
jah Wood. 2004. 20. — D.S. ★★  
(AMAZON PRIME)

Frances Ha — Can we just go 
ahead and agree that the actress 
Greta Gerwig is (for better and for 
worse) our generation's Katherine 
Hepburn? Adore or despise, she is 
a force of nature, something to be 
reckoned with. Here, she makes 
vaguely misanthropic director Noah 
Baumbach put down his torturer's 
tools in favor of something posi-
tively humane. (Maybe it helped that 
she co-wrote the screenplay.) Mind 
you, Baumbach still puts his heroine 
through her paces: her disappoint-
ments on nearly every front — love, 
money, artistic dreams, even friend-
ship — are expressed by her increas-
ingly unsexy living arrangements. 
(It's New York City, so where you 
live says even more about who you 
are than usual.) But the suffering 
isn't  of the numbing-dumbing 
variety; instead, it's the thresher 
that separates the wheat from the 
chaff. The black-and-white images 
of the city, the pathology of bad rela-
tionships, and Gerwig's awkward 
glamor will surely recall Woody 
Allen's Manhattan, but then, there 
are worse things to recall. (2013) 
2022. — M.L. ★★★★  (NETFLIX)

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind: Memories are made 
of this.

MOVIES

All reviews are by Scott Marks, 
Matthew Lickona, and Duncan 
Shepherd. Priorities are indicated 
by one to five stars and antipathies 
by the black spot. Unrated movies 
are for now unreviewed. Thousands 
of past reviews are available online 
at SDReader.com/movies.

Avatar: The Way of Water — 
A person might argue that once 
you’ve figured out how to down-
load a person’s consciousness into 
a lab-grown, giant blue superhu-
man body, you don’t absolutely need 
to travel across the galaxy to hunt 
whales that produce minute quanti-
ties of stuff that stops human aging. 
But that person would be missing 
the point of director and co-writer 
James Cameron’s sequel to Avatar, a 
sequel that deploys even more high 
tech (or at least, high frame rate) 
than its predecessor in service to 
its message that happiness lies in 
reconnecting to nature. Because 
once humanity lost sight of that, 
erm, native truth, what else was left 
but the itch for innovation, expan-
sion, and conquest? 

It would also be missing the point 
to lament the incessant addition of 
“bro!” and “cuz!” to the ends of 
lines spoken by the dreadlocked 
blue teen offspring of gone-Na’vi 
soldier Jake Sully, or the weird 
dramatic and personal vacancy of 
their torn-between-two-worlds 
human friend Spider. Because dia-
logue and character and even plot 
mechanics must here bend the knee 
before spectacle and dynamics. And 
those are things Cameron knows 
well enough to make you feel them 
in whatever part of you has made 
him so unerringly successful at the 
box office. Here, it’s the spectacle of 
a well lighted life below the ocean 
waves, and the dynamics of fathers 
and sons, of hosts and refugees, of 
hunter and hunted. 

And it would be missing the 
point in truly special fashion to 
call the proceedings indulgent to 
the point of self-infatuation: Cam-
eron has built a new world from 
the remixed bits of this one, and he 
seems determined that we should 
not simply visit Pandora, we should, 
for at least three hours, live in it. 

However, it might not be miss-
ing the point to note that the devo-
tion to ever-higher CG resolution 
and ever-more immersive 3-D has 
a tendency to drain the drama — the 
visceral, vital impact — from hand-
to-hand combat, and to make the 
biggest battles feel like video-game 
cutscenes. To reduce, ultimately, the 
experience’s sum total of felt life. But 
then, there is more than one way to 
see this particular movie, so your 
mileage may vary. 2022. — M.L. 
★★  (IN WIDE RELEASE)

Babylon — Does Damien Chazelle 
like the movies? His big splash, La 
La Land, told the story of a gal who 
gives up true love with a true art-
ist (a jazz man, as it happens) to 
pursue stardom, because c’mon, 
it’s stardom. (Come to think of it, 
it’s all there in the first line of the 
song that opens the show, in which 
a girl sings about leaving her own 
true love for the lights of LA.) A 
sad story, but still sweet and wist-
ful and fun to look at. Here? We 
open with shit (from an elephant 
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You can submit a listing, download 
mp3s, watch videos, subscribe to 
event alerts, get directions, and find 
more information about these shows 
online at SDReader.com/music.

THIS WEEK’S 
SHOWS

Bellamy’s Restaurant:  
Thursday, 6pm — Jake Taylor 
Smith. 
Friday, 6pm — Orion Song.
Belly Up Tavern:  
Thursday, 8pm — Mapache. $18. 
Friday, 8pm — Yonder Mountain 
String Band. $35-$62. 
Saturday, 8pm — 12th Annual 
Beat Farmers’ Hootenanny. 
$24-$42. 
Sunday, 8pm — Railroad Earth. 
$32. 
Monday & Tuesday, 8pm — 
Marshall Tucker band. 
Wednesday, 8pm — Robert Cray. 
$50.
Bloom Nightclub:  
Saturday, 8pm — Sage 
Armstrong. $10-$20.
Booze Brothers Brewing 
Company:  
Saturday, 6pm — Sonic Tonic.
Brew Coffee Spot:  
Saturday, 9am — Java Jazz 
Quartet. Free.
Cannonball:  
Tuesday, 5pm — Jehua Evans.
Carruth Cellars Urban 
Winery:  
Saturday, 5pm — The Soto Six. 
Free.
Casbah:  
Thursday, 8pm — Tropical Fuck 
Storm and Michael Beach. $18. 
Friday, 7:30pm — Emo Nite. $16. 
Saturday, 8pm — The Trebels 40 
Year Anniversary Party. $12. 
Monday, 8pm — Stones n Roses, 
Oasiz, Headmaster. $8. 
Tuesday, 7:30pm — Alexa Villa, 
Manganista, Pip Lewis. $7. 

Wednesday, 8pm — Will Sheff 
and Okkervil River. $20.
Che Café:  
Sunday, 7pm — Scalp, Livid, 
Mongrel, Serenity, Influencer. 
$15.
Chula Vista Civic Center 
Library:  
Saturday, 2pm — Chula Vista 
Library Family Concert Series. 
Free.
Duck Foot Brewing 
Company:  
Thursday, 6pm — Deadheads 
Night. 
Sunday, 1pm — Bluegrass Jam. 
Tuesday, 7pm — San Diego Jazz 
Collective.
Duke’s La Jolla:  
Friday, 3pm — Kekoa. 
Sunday, 4pm — Farrah Camu. 
Tuesday, 4pm — Orion Song.
Estancia La Jolla Hotel and 
Spa:  
Saturday, 6pm — Gabriele 
Dagrezio.
Fairmont Grand Del Mar:  
Saturday, 6pm — Helena 
Holleran.
Farmer & the Seahorse:  
Thursday, 4:30pm — DevvLov. 
Friday, 4:30pm — Danielle 
Angeloni. 
Saturday, 11am — Puro Feeling.
First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of San Diego:  
Saturday, 7:30pm — Tasha Smith 
Godinez Album Release Concert. 
Free.
Garage Kitchen + Bar:  
Friday & Saturday, 7pm — 
Adam Bergoch.
Hennessey’s Tavern:  
Sunday, 6pm — Rick Harchol. 
Free.
House of Blues:  
Wednesday, 7:30pm — Windser. 
$15.
Jazz Lounge:  
Saturday, 6:30pm — Gregory 
Page.

Jolly Joker Tavern:  
Friday, 8:30pm — West of 5. 
Free.
L’Auberge Del Mar:  
Thursday, 5pm — Johnny 
Martin. 
Friday, 5pm — Jonny Tarr. 
Saturday, 7pm — Jarred 
Matthew. 
Sunday, 11am — Olivia Rohde.
La Valencia Hotel:  
Thursday, 5:30pm — Christian 
Taylor. 
Friday, 6pm, Sunday, 11am — 
Keni Yarbro. 
Saturday, 11am — Jemille Vialet.
Loews Coronado Bay Resort:  
Friday, 7pm — Gabriele 
Dagrezio.
Madam Bonnie’s:  
Thursday, 7pm — SD Jazz Trio. 
Free. 
Friday, 7pm — Andrea Loraine 
Jazz Trio. Free. 
Saturday, 7pm — Ghost Jazz 
Trio. Free.
Magnolia Performing Arts 
Center:  
Saturday, 7:30pm — Appetite 4 
Destruction. $15-$55.
Mingei International 
Museum:  
Friday, 7:30pm — Music of an 
African Kingdom: The Kora of 
Senegal. $35-$50.
Mission Bay Resort:  
Sunday, 6pm — Jehua Evans. 
Monday, 6pm — Jesse Ray Smith. 
Tuesday, 6pm — DevvLov. 
Wednesday, 6pm — Keni Yarbro.
Morgan Run Resort and 
Club:  
Friday, 5pm — David Shyde.
Mr. Peabody’s Bar & Grill:  
Thursday, 9pm — Rick Trotter 
Band. Free. 
Friday, 9pm — Custard Pie. Free. 
Saturday, 9pm — The Reud. 
Free.
Music Box:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Carry the 
Stone: All-Star Tribute to Pink 
Floyd. $17-$77. 
Friday, 9pm — Bad Bunny Night. 
$15-$20. 
Saturday, 7:30pm — B-Side 
Players and Boostive. $21-$61. 
Sunday, 7:30pm — Macy Gray. 
$40-$100. 
Tuesday, 7:30pm — Elise Trouw. 
$22.
Nate’s Garden Grill:  
Saturday, 12pm — Tinkersmith. 
Free.
Nick & G’s:  
Friday, 6pm — Farrah Camu. 
Saturday, 6pm — Johnny Martin.
Nova SD:  
Friday, 8pm — Joyryde. $25.
Observatory North Park:  
Friday, 7:30pm — Unwritten 
Law. $25-$35.
Panama 66:  
Sunday, 3pm — Uptown Rhythm 
Makers. Free.
Parq Restaurant:  
Saturday, 8pm — Lil Jon. $24.
Pilgrim United Church of 
Christ:  
Saturday, 7:30pm — Kevin Roth 
& Edie Carey. $15-$18.
Poway Library:  
Wednesday, 5pm — Ukulele Jam 
Session. Free.

Sandbox: 
Friday
KMusic Dance Party. 
Side Yard: 
Saturday
Wednesday
Taylor.
Soda Bar: 
Thursday
Spencer & the Work. $15.
Sunday
Monday
Free
Wednesday
Loon and Spit Vipers. $12.
South Carlsbad State Beach 
Campground: 
Thursday
Six. 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Encinitas: 
Friday
Consort: Bach and Rock. $20-
$35.
St. James by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church: 
Friday
Houston: Crossing Borders. 
$10-$50.
Sycuan Casino: 
Wednesday
Soul. $69-$274.
Til-Two Club: 
Thursday
Hands with Ric Scales. 
Friday
Howlin Roosters. $10.
Saturday
Sunday
Junkpiled. 
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of San Dieguito: 
Saturday
$20-$30.
University Club Atop 
Symphony Towers: 
Saturday
Vista Library: 
Tuesday
with Dean show. 
Westfield University Towne 
Centre: 

4746 El Cajon Blvd.

619-255-1481
facebook.com/tiltwoclubsandiego

KARAOKE 
EVERY MONDAY!

Wed, January 18, 7pm 
TRIVIA NIGHT
Thu, January 19 

SLAPPIN’ HANDS
w/ Ric Scales

Sun, January 22 
TURNSYLED, JUNKPILED

Songwriters in the Round
Thu, January 26 

CITY SOUL COLLECTIVE
Fri, January 27 

KING STRANG
Scotty Bones • Oak Top
Justin John Rodriguez

Sat, January 28 
SCOURGE

Chainwolf • Genestealer
Smoking Chicks

Hyper Psychic • Final Summon

Fri, January 20 
THE STRIKERS 

The Howlin’ Roosters  
Nick Bone and the Big Scene 

Black’s Beach
Sat, January 21 

RAPTURE 
Industrial, Goth, EBM, Noize, 

& Dark Electronic DJs

3615 EL CAJON BLVD. 92104

Sat, 1/21 @ Soda
MATT BRAUNGER
ROZ HERNANDEZ

Sun, 1/22 @ Soda
HIBOU
FOLIAGE
TOPEKA CLEMENTINE

Mon, 1/23 @ Soda
AUZ FONTAINE
DESERT SUNS
SHEA STRATTON
GREYSHADE

Tue, 1/24 @ Soda
EXOTIC FRUIT TOUR
ROSETINTEDGLASSES
THE VINYL SHOP

Fri, 1/20 @ Soda
FRESH VEGGIES MICRO BRASS
EUPHORIA BRASS BAND

Wed, 1/18 @ Soda
EARLY EYES 
ANITA VELVEETA
SAMER BAKRI

Wed, 1/18 @ Casbah
SPIRAL STAIRS 
RANDY RANDALL (NO AGE)
THE RIGHTOVERS

Thu, 1/19 @ Soda
GRADY SPENCER & THE WORK 
MICHAEL MONTANO

Musical blood and 
chicken skin Slack Key 
Ohana didn’t intend to release 
a live album. But the mahalo 
groove (aka the Hawaiian 
spirit of gratefulness for 
everything) held sway in the 
end. The slack key guitar 

band’s new full-length Live 
at Tiki Oasis started out as 
a gig they laid down at the 
city’s most recent tiki-themed 
festival, described by Ohana 
co-leader Kamaka Mullen 
as “Like Comic-Con, but for 
hardcore tiki fans and island 
culture [fans].”

“We record all our live 
shows, so we can listen back 
[and] see where we can 
improve as a band,” elabo-
rates co-leader Brian Witkin. 
“When we listened to this 
one, the sound and vibe were 
so exciting that we wanted 
to share it. We had our hula 
dancers with us the entire 
time, and for one song, a 
celebrity in the hula-dancing 
world, Nani Maka, came up 
and danced with us. She was 
there for a seminar at the 
festival. We tried to fit all 
those moments into the liner 
notes of the CD as best we 
could. For me, the tough-
est thing came after the fact, 
being comfortable with some 
of the imperfections in the live 
performance, and having to 
work with what we delivered 
live. We made the decision to 

release the album consisting 
of our entire concert. The CD 
[and eventual vinyl] versions 
also include Kamaka’s stories 
in between the songs.”

The two San Diego natives, 
who met when Witkin began 
taking slack key lessons from 

Mullen, both have music in 
their blood.  Recalls Witkin, 
“My father was the original 
keyboard player of Sha Na Na; 
he played Woodstock in 1969 
right before Jimi Hendrix’s 
iconic performance. Both my 
parents also played in oldies 
cover bands when I was grow-
ing up, so I was born into a 
very musical family. As a kid, 
I was a huge Beatles fan and 
heavily into the Beach Boys. 
Pet Sounds was a particu-
larly inspiring record for me 
in my early childhood. My 
family would sing four-part 
harmonies to Beach Boys 
songs in our living room, and 
it really stuck.”

For his part, Mullen recalls, 
“One day, I was singing a 
Beatles song in my grandpa’s 
master bathroom. When I 
came out, he was right at the 
door. He said, ‘Do you want 
to be a rock star when you 
grow up?’ I responded, ‘Is this 
a trick question? Of course I 
do! It’s what I always wanted.’ 
My grandpa stated, ‘Then you 
will be a rock star. With that 
voice, you’re going to be a rock 
star.’ But to be honest, my first 

musical loves were Beethoven 
and Mozart; they were the 
ones that got me to play 
music.” The elder relative got 
Mullen started on an instru-
mental path as well. “It was my 
grandpa who really inspired 
me to learn slack key. I lis-
tened to ‘Nahenah’ by George 
Kuo. I told my grandpa, ‘It’s 
too hard, I’ll never figure it 
out.’ He said, ‘Try it, you’ll 
figure it out soon.’ He always 
had a vision, and was like a 
Jedi Master to me. I carry him 
with me, like a Force ghost, by 

my side.”
Slack Key Ohana 

recently shot a video for 
their original composition 
“Ku’u Lei Nani Mai ‘Oe,” 
directed by Steven Tavares 
of Kiwibird Studios out of 
Ramona. For the required 
Hawaiian color, they shot 
the entire thing at La 
Mesa’s Luau bar, where 
the band maintained a 
Saturday residency for 
much of last year. In addi-
tion, says Witkin, “We are 
working on a new studio 
album — all-original 
songs that we will be 
releasing in the first half 
of the year. The plan is to 

do it right in studio to tape, 
and really get as organic as 
possible with the instrumenta-
tion. The new songs on that 
upcoming album reflect some 
of our best songwriting in my 
opinion, so we’re really excited 
to share them. We also have 
some upcoming festival dates 
out of town, which we can’t 
announce yet, that we are very 
excited for as well, along with 
plans for a couple of singles 
and [another] music video in 
between now and the studio 
album release.

“With every release, we 
make it a point to raise the bar. 
Some of the new songs are so 
good that when we practice 
them, we all get chicken skin. 
The hardest thing about it is 
that we have to keep the songs 
hush-hush until we are ready 
to publish, because I can’t wait 
to hear the audience feedback. 
The songs really rock.”

— Andrew Hamlin

the inside track

CONTRIBUTORS
Robert Bush, Andrew Hamlin, 
Dryw Keltz, Jay Allen Sanford, 
Spike Steff enhagen

Find Blurt online at SDReader.com/blurt
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“Some of the new songs are so good that when we practice them, we all 
get chicken skin.”
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, 11am — Olivia Rohde.

, 5:30pm — Christian 

, 11am — 

, 11am — Jemille Vialet.
Loews Coronado Bay Resort:  

, 7pm — SD Jazz Trio. 

, 7pm — Andrea Loraine 

, 7:30pm — Appetite 4 

, 7:30pm — Music of an 
African Kingdom: The Kora of 

 
, 6pm — Jesse Ray Smith. 

, 6pm — Keni Yarbro.

 
, 9pm — Rick Trotter 

Free. 

, 7:30pm — Carry the 
Stone: All-Star Tribute to Pink 

, 9pm — Bad Bunny Night. 

Players and Boostive. $21-$61. 
, 7:30pm — Macy Gray. 

, 7:30pm — Elise Trouw. 

, 12pm — Tinkersmith. 

, 6pm — Farrah Camu. 
, 6pm — Johnny Martin.

 
, 7:30pm — Unwritten 

, 3pm — Uptown Rhythm 

, 8pm — Lil Jon. $24.

, 7:30pm — Kevin Roth 

, 5pm — Ukulele Jam 

Sandbox:  
Friday, 9pm — SeoulFul: A 
KMusic Dance Party. Free.
Side Yard:  
Saturday, 6pm — Tim Rose. 
Wednesday, 6pm — Christian 
Taylor.
Soda Bar:  
Thursday, 7:30pm — Grady 
Spencer & the Work. $15. 
Sunday, 8pm — Hibuo. $15. 
Monday, 8pm — Auz Fontaine. 
Free. 
Wednesday, 7:30pm — Moxi & 
Loon and Spit Vipers. $12.
South Carlsbad State Beach 
Campground:  
Thursday, 4:30pm — The Soto 
Six. Free.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Encinitas:  
Friday, 7pm — Hutchins 
Consort: Bach and Rock. $20-
$35.
St. James by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church:  
Friday, 7:30pm — Ars Lyrica 
Houston: Crossing Borders. 
$10-$50.
Sycuan Casino:  
Wednesday, 8pm — Collective 
Soul. $69-$274.
Til-Two Club:  
Thursday, 9pm — Slappin’ 
Hands with Ric Scales. Free. 
Friday, 8pm — Strikers and 
Howlin Roosters. $10. 
Saturday, 9pm — Rapture. $5. 
Sunday, 8pm — Turnstyled, 
Junkpiled. Free.
Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of San Dieguito:  
Saturday, 7pm — Peter Mayer. 
$20-$30.
University Club Atop 
Symphony Towers:  
Saturday, 11am — Tim Rose.
Vista Library:  
Tuesday, 1:30pm — The Swingin’ 
with Dean show. Free.
Westfield University Towne 
Centre:  

Thursday, 12pm — Ben 
Benavente. 
Saturday, 12pm — Casey Turner. 
Free. 
Sunday, 12pm — Kekoa.
Winstons Beach Club:  
Sunday, 3pm — The Doors & 
Cream Tributes. $10.

UPCOMING 
SHOWS

Balboa Theatre:  
Saturday, Feb. 11 — KODO. 
$28-$70.
Bang Bang:  
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Nils 
Hoffmann.
Bellamy’s Restaurant:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Jake Taylor 
Smith. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Dalton Gazette. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Johnny 
Martin.
Belly Up Tavern:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Colin James. 
$25. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Led Zepagain. 
$26-$46. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — The Wood 
Brothers. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 — The Wood 
Brothers. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Save Ferris. 
Friday, Feb. 3 — Grateful Shred. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Grateful 
Shred. 
Monday, Feb. 6 — Loudon 
Wainwright III. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 — Foghat. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 — Ottmar 
Liebert & Luna Negra. $35-$62.
Brick by Brick:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Within 
Destruction and Distinguisher. 
$14-$18. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Orianthi. $30-
$35. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Damage Inc. 
$18-$20.

California Center for the 
Arts, Escondido:  
Friday, Feb. 3 — Motown: The 
Music That Changed America. 
$35-$75. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Motown: The 
Music That Changed America. 
$35-$75. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Motown: The 
Music That Changed America. 
$35-$75. 
Sunday, Feb. 5 — Motown: The 
Music That Changed America. 
$35-$75.
Cannonball:  
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Jemille Vialet.
Casbah:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Frankie & 
the Witch Fingers. $15. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Junior Boys. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — The 
Neighbors and Agonista. $12. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Love for L 
Dula. $30. 
Monday, Jan. 30 — Nathan 
Raney, Brujoy Bruja, Gable. $7. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Tripp.io and 
The Jam Berries. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 — Black Joe 
Lewis. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Deb Talan 
(of the Weepies). 
Friday, Feb. 3 — Dune Rats and 
Chastity. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Nick Hakim.
Che Café:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Candy and 
Bib. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Read Or Die 
Book and Zine Fair. $10.
Conrad Prebys Performing 
Arts Center:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Monterey 
Jazz Festival On Tour. $44-$84. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — 123 Andres. 
$15-$25. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — 123 Andres. 
$15-$25.
Duck Foot Brewing 
Company:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — The 3D 
Blues Band. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Eddie Lightner 
& Duke Paul Acoustic Duo. 

GRAND 
COMEDY CLUB

340 East Grand Avenue, Escondido, 
CA 92025 • 760-741-LAFF (5233)

GrandComedyClub.com

GRAND 
COMEDY CLUB

JESUS TREJO 
(Showtime, Comedy Central)
Eliot Chang • Mary Romeo  

Fri, 1/20 @6:30pm & 8:30pm
Sat, 1/21 @6:30pm & 8:30pm

IAN BAGG 
(Showtime, Comedy Central)

 Fri, 1/27 @6:30pm 
& 8:30pm

CRAIG 
SHOEMAKER 

(Showtime, Netflix)
Sat, 1/28 @6:30 

& 8:30pm

WE SELL VINYL LP’S/46’S CD’S 
CASSETTES 8 TRACKS 

DVD’S VHS LDS 
HUNDREDS OF ROCK T-SHIRT’S 

TURNTABLES BOOMBOXES 
WALKMAN’S

WE BUY RECORDS!!! 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID 
AS WELL AS GUITARS!!!

JOB OPENING /   
WE ARE NOW HIRING 

TAANGMUSIC@GMAIL.COM

3834 5TH AVE. 
LOCATED IN THE HEART  

OF HILLCREST 
WE DO SPECIAL ORDERS 

WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION 
OF HOODS/CAPS

858-880-8754

TAANG.COM

SLAPSHOT 
Sudden Death Overtime LP

GANG GREEN 
Another Case Of 

Brewtality LP

NEGATIVE APPROACH 
Nothing will Stand In 

Our Way LP

619-284-0158

www.TheTowerBar.com

Tue, 1/24 

SOMETHING FUNKY  
Funk, Jazz, Blues, Soul,  
& Boogaloo

Mon, 1/23 
LADY DOTTIE &
THE DIAMONDS

Sat, 1/21 
INCITING RIOTS  
Wabash Cannons • Dying Species

Sun, 1/22 
SMIRK (LA)  
Intermission • Saffron

Fri, 1/27 
MINDPOWER
DJ Mike Giant • Profile  
Marasulu
Stress Skateboards/Tower 
Bar Deck Release

Fri, 1/20 
THE PLAGUES
Distraxionz • Deathboys 
Razor Nights

On Thursday, January 19, the Music Box hosts Carry the Stone: 
An All-Star Tribute to the Music of Pink Floyd. The core band 
features locals Josh Taylor and Sam Hunt (guitars and vocals), 
Josh Weinstein (keys and vocals), Ken Dow (bass and vocals), 
Jonny Tarr (guitar, sax, and vocals), Larry Grano (drums and vo-
cals), and singers Lauren Leigh and Sandi King. Guest vocalists 
include Gregory Page, Whitney Shay, Jeff Berkley, Chloe Lou, 
and Kori Gillis.

Former Zappa band guitarist Mile Keneally has a new album 
called The Thing That Knowledge Can’t Eat, with one track 
called “Celery” that features guitar solos recruited from Steve 
Vai. “You’ll know which of the solos are him when you hear 
them, he’s kinda recognizable,” says Keneally. The video for 
“Celery” is an excerpt from Finnish director Mikko Keinonen’s 
upcoming short film The Complete Adventures of the Unrelated 
Sound Guy.

Founding Dead Cross drummer Dave Lombardo has teamed up 
with his wife, Canadian born singer/songwriter and pianist Pau-
la Lombardo, to launch a new band called Venamoris. “Several 
months after meeting Paula in 2010, she hesitantly shared with 
me her past decade-long career as the lead backup singer for 
Wayne Newton,” says Lombardo. “She later played me some 
of the demos she recorded throughout the years…I was deter-
mined to persuade her to return to her creative self.”

The Trebels were a mod-inspired 1980s garage rock and R&B 
band based in Imperial Beach. Their name was inspired by a 
Tijuana group called the Trebles whose guitarist Tio Chato gave 
lessons to a founding Trebel. The band will reunite to play a 40 
Year Anniversary Party on Saturday, January 21, at the Casbah, 
for a bill that includes The Loons, Alvino & the Dwells, and DJ 
Tony the Tyger.

Singer-songwriter Jewel is featured on a new collaborative sin-
gle from Julio Iglesias Jr. covering George Michael’s “Careless 
Whisper,” slated for the upcoming Iglesias album Under the 
Covers, produced by Grammy award winner Rudy Perez. “To-
gether,” says Jewel, “we wanted to illustrate both sides of the 
story, opposing ends of the partnership, but locked together in 
harmony, like most complicated relationships.”

CARRY THE STONE

MIKE KENEALLY

DEAD CROSS

THE TREBELS

JEWEL & JULIO IGLESIAS JR.

Find LIVE FIVE online at sandiegoreader.com/musicJAY ALLEN SANFORD
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Thursday, Feb. 2 — Deadheads 
Night.
Duke’s La Jolla:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Ke’Ahi. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Farrah Camu. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Casey 
Turner.
Elfin Forest Recreational 
Reserve:  
Sunday, Feb. 5 — Free Eco-
centric Concert: Dryad. Free.
Estancia La Jolla Hotel and 
Spa:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — David 
Shyde. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Helena 
Holleran. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Rachel Jay. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Andrew 
Peña.
Fairmont Grand Del Mar:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — David Shyde.
Farmer & the Seahorse:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Sean McCole. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Freddie 
Walton.
Frankie’s:  
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Jazz Jam. Free.
Garage Kitchen + Bar:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Adam Bergoch. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Adam 
Bergoch.
House of Blues:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Morat. $35-
$85. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — M.A.G.S. 
Friday, Feb. 3 — The Moss. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Danny 
Ocean. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 — GloRilla. 
Friday, Feb. 10 — A Flock of 
Seagulls and Strangelove. 
Friday, Feb. 10 — Larkin Poe.
L’Auberge Del Mar:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Jemille 
Vialet. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Whitney 
Shay. Free. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Jesse Johnson.
La Valencia Hotel:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Keni Yarbro. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Jemille 
Vialet.
Loews Coronado Bay Resort:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Shay Skylar.
Madam Bonnie’s:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Andrea Loraine 
Jazz Band. Free. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — The Mad 
Hat Hucksters. Free.
Magnolia Performing Arts 
Center:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Prince Again: 
Tribute to Prince. $15-$32.

Mission Bay Resort:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Johnny 
Martin. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Israel 
Maldonado. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Helena 
Holleran. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Freddie 
Walton. 
Monday, Jan. 30 — Jemille 
Vialet. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Tim Rose.
Mr. Peabody’s Bar & Grill:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — The Edge. 
Free. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — P-Tek. Free. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Soul Seekers. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Soul Seekers. 
Free. 

Friday, Feb. 3 — FreeMartin. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — 91 Octane. 
Free. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 — James Allen. 
Free. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 — James Allen 
Country Band. 
Friday, Feb. 10 — Thea the Band. 
Free.
Music Box:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Inspector. 
$42. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Dolly Disco 
Dance Party. $15-$25. 
Saturday, Jan. 28 — The FABBA 
Show. $15-$19. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — The Music of 
Steely Dan. $37-$64. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Savon, AbJo, 

JR Jarris. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — DJ Savon. 
Friday, Feb. 3 — RJD2. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — The Floozies 
and Maddy O’Neal. 
Sunday, Feb. 5 — Twisted Gypsy. 
Friday, Feb. 10 — Beyonce Vs 
Rihanna. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Jungle 
Brothers.
Nick & G’s:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Anna Ballew.
Observatory North Park:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Niko Moon. 
$38-$115. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Trampled By 
Turtles. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Yacht Rock 
Revue. 
Tuesday, Feb. 7 — Margo Price 
and Lola Kirke. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 — Eden. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Bikini 
Bottom Rave.
Panama 66:  
Sunday, Feb. 12 — Uptown 
Rhythm Makers. Free.
Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts:  
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Richie Furay 
and Back to the Garden.
Poway’s Irish Pub:  
Saturday, Feb. 4 — West of 5. 
Free.
Pure Project Vista:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Saturday 
Sessions: Austin Burns. Free.
Rustic Root:  
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — David Shyde.

Seabird:  
Sunday, Jan. 29 — DevvLov.
Soda Bar:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Tunewave, 
Peach Cooler, Moon Talk. $15. 
Friday, Jan. 27 — Semi-Charmed 
Kinda Night - A 90s Party. $15. 
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Film School 
and MØAA. $15. 
Monday, Jan. 30 — Auz 
Fontaine. Free. 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 — Catbamboo 
and Ando San. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 — King Pari 
and Vicky Farewell. 
Thursday, Feb. 2 — Surfer Joe 
and The Tourmaliners. 
Friday, Feb. 3 — Mac Sabbath. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — The Mattson 
2 and Paul Cherry. 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 — David 
Hillyard & The Rocksteady 7. 
Thursday, Feb. 9 — SUUNS and 
Lorelle Meets the Obsolete. 
Friday, Feb. 10 — Jackie 
Mendoza and Vàkoum. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Death Cab 
For Karaoke. 
Sunday, Feb. 12 — Jeffrey Martin 
and Taylor Kingman.
Soma:  
Thursday, Feb. 2 — JID and 
Smino.
Sound:  
Friday, Feb. 3 — Ziggy Marley. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Ziggy Marley. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Steve Aoki.
Spin Nightclub:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Fatima Hajji. 
$20-$25.

Sycuan Casino:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Engelbert 
Humperdinck. $69-$99. 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 — Paul Anka. 
$79-$109.
Sycuan Live & Up Close 
Theatre:  
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Mitchell 
Tenpenny. $69-$79. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — Carpenters 
Legacy. $68-$108. 
Saturday, Feb. 11 — Who’s Bad: 
Michael Jackson Tribute. $19-
$29.
UC San Diego Park & 
Market:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Intersections 
Event Series. $20-$30.
University Club Atop 
Symphony Towers:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Mike 
Myrdal.
Viejas Arena:  
Friday, Jan. 27 — Paquita La Del 
Barrio Y Sus Amigos. $39-$399. 
Saturday, Feb. 4 — YG, OhGeesy, 
Day Sulan.
Vigilante Coffee:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — The Soto 
Six. Free.
Westfield University Towne 
Centre:  
Thursday, Jan. 26 — Ben 
Benavente.
Whistle Stop Bar:  
Sunday, Jan. 29 — Dazy and 
Alien Boy.
Winstons Beach Club:  
Saturday, Jan. 28 — Brian Jones 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival. Free.

I had some solitary cleaning 
projects on my plate this last 
week and decided to use the 
time to cover some ground 
with a composer with whom 
I’m not too familiar. I con-
sidered a few options, such 
as Alexander Glazunov and 
Hugo Wolf, but I decided to 
go with Hans Pfitzner. I had 
just discovered Pftizner’s 
Christmas opera Das Christel-
fein and enjoyed it. Had I 
neglected Pfitzner unfairly?

I decided to listen to his 
most famous work, the 
opera Palestrina, which is 
based on an episode in the 
life of Renaissance com-
poser Giovanni Pierluigi da 
Palestrina, as he faced the 
threat of polyphony being 
removed from the Catholic 
Church. I found the music 
to be tedious. The topic is 
tedious as well, with the 
entire second act being 
dedicated to the Council of 
Trent. Councils of any type 
don’t make for great opera. 
Maybe I had neglected 
Pfitzner fairly.

Next, I tried his Symphony 

in G-Major. Good God. I 
found my task of cleaning 
horizontal blinds one by 
one to be more interesting. 
I was starting to believe I 
wasn’t missing much with 
my neglect of Pfitzner. Then 
I tried his Piano Concerto 
Opus 31. Not bad. The music 
had some direction, and 
avoided what I perceived as 
aimless whimsy in the sym-
phony. I was coming back 
around. According to Wiki-
pedia, Richard Strauss consid-
ered Pfitzner’s String Quartet 
in D-Major Opus 13 to be 
a masterpiece. That was 
enough to get me to listen. 
Yes, this was a great piece of 
music. I came around a little 
bit more. After searching 
through Pfitzner’s list of 
compositions I settled on his 
Symphony in C-Major “An 
die Freunde,” which means 
“To the Friends” or “To my 
Friends.” This piece was 
short, but I liked it.

With my chores com-
pleted, I sat down to go over 
my experience and decide if 
I would become a champion 

of Pfitzner. The verdict: I will 
not. My time with Pfitzner 
has come to an end, except 
for the String Quartet Opus 
13. I will revisit this piece. I 
will also revisit Das Christelf-
ein next Christmas.

When involving oneself 
with classical music, there 
is a temptation to consider 
oneself smarter than the 
market. That is rarely the 
case. The classical music 
market has had hundreds of 
years to refine its major play-
ers, and I find it to be pretty 
accurate. I might like to see 
Anton Bruckner get more 
attention than his pupil 
Gustav Mahler, but Bruckner 
is by no means neglected. 
That said, there are indi-
vidual pieces of music that 
might be unfairly neglected. 
I think Amy Beach gets the 
right amount of attention 
as a composer, but I also 
think her Piano Concerto 
in C-minor would be more 
welcome to my ears than 
yet another performance of 
either of Frédéric Chopin’s 
piano concertos.

Hutchins Consort: Bach and 
Rock The music of J.S. Bach 
paired with rock & roll, including 
the premiere of Steve Huber’s 
new arrangement of the Who’s 
“Quadrophenia.” The Hutchins 
Consort plays on the eight 
scaled violins of the violin octet 
designed and built by famed luth-
ier Dr. Carleen Hutchins and are 
the first successful attempt to cre-
ate an acoustically balanced set of 
instruments that can sound truly 
like violins across the entire range 
of written music. Friday, January 
20, 7pm; $20-$35. St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, Encinitas, 890 
Balour Drive.

Leif Ove Andsnes Leif Ove 
Andsnes brings us a program 
of lush, brooding pieces includ-
ing the famed Beethoven Piano 
Sonata No. 31. The Norwegian 
virtuoso has won acclaim world-
wide, and with its foremost 
orchestras, while building an 
extensive, award-winning discog-
raphy. JANÁČEK Piano Sonata 
1.X.1905 VUSTIN Lamento 
BEETHOVEN Piano Sonata 
No. 31 in A-flat Major, Op. 110 
DVOŘÁK Poetic Tone Pictures, 
Op. 85. Thursday, January 19, 
7:30pm; $44-$94. Conrad Prebys 
Performing Arts Center, 7600 Fay 
Avenue.

Classical Music this week

IMMORTAL BEAUTY  BY GARRETT HARRIS

See more CLASSICAL MUSIC at SDReader.com/classical

Fairly neglected? Hans Pfitzner circa 1910.

Minding the market and confi rming the canon
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Eddie in the 
Amphitheater
A concert veteran meets a 
sailor on his Maiden voyage

Chula Vista’s North Island Credit Union 
Amphitheater is less than 30 miles from 
D.Z. Akin’s, the place from which Mrs. 
Steffenhagen and I set out at 4:30 pm. The 
Iron Maiden show isn’t slated to start until 
8, but I know the doors open at 5, much like 
European festivals where it’s first come, first 
served. (I also know that my proximity to the 
performers is likely to be further impacted 
by the fan club members who have won the 
drawing in a “first to the barrier” contest.) 
I’m used to local traffic patterns, but for 
some reason, it seems impossible to reach 
the venue. At one point, we spot a group 
of metalheads jumping out of their car and 
running into a clearing. My wife rolls down 
the window to offer them a ride, but their 
black hair and black leather jackets fade into 
the darkness, until all I can see is a “Maiden 
Mexico” flag streaming behind them. Having 
noticed the bounce in their steps and the 
gridlock ahead, I don’t think their car broke 
down. I believe they know a shortcut and 
have the right idea.

A man in a red staff jacket offers only 
an interpretive dance instead of tangible 
directions to the “V.I.P.” parking we paid for. 
But once we’re in line, it moves faster than 
I’m used to, and it’s not long before we gain 
access to the grounds. I am pleased. This is 
an Iron fucking Maiden show, and my fellow 
fans are like family I’m meeting for the first 

time. In my experience, Maiden concerts 
defy convention in all things. The unwritten 
rule of not wearing the concert performer’s 
shirt is ignored. Most attendees sport gear 
from years and tours past, and it takes only 
a cursory scan to count shirts from 16 tours 
and 12 countries — including Sweden and 
England. Several fans stand in line to buy even 
more merch. Because this is my 21st Maiden 
show, and because I’ve seen this tour already, 
the pull toward the booth is less powerful 
than usual. At first, anyway. Then I see a shirt 
designed just for the California dates, showing 
Maiden’s undead mascot Eddie surfing...on 
sharks. It’s a wearable trophy, one that I visit 
three different booths to score in my size. The 
Mrs. spots a jersey and balks at the price tag. 
I do not balk, however. There are few things I 
find more attractive than my wife in an Iron 
Maiden shirt.

Priority is given to getting to the seats and 
not missing a note, so we always account for 
merch lines and beverage purchasing in our 
timeline. Missing any part of a show for an 
overpriced can of water is unacceptable. A 
sailor sitting next to me admires my tattoo, 
the one with the cover of the band’s second 
album, Killers. This is his first time seeing 
them, and he questions me cautiously, not 

wanting any spoilers. He’s correcting me 
on the make of the prop plane used in their 
opener on the last leg of the tour when UFO’s 
“Doctor Doctor” blares through the house 
speakers. The song has served as Maiden’s 
intro tape since the early days, and fans sing 
along, as loud and as frenzied as they will be 
for the headliner.

The band’s performance is a shared 
experience, exhibiting the bombast of a Kiss 
concert but influenced by the theatrics of 

Marillion, with maximum-volume history 
and literature lessons thrown in. I can’t resist 
looking around when Eddie makes his first 
appearance of the night, dressed as a samurai 
warrior. The nearby sailor is screaming loud 
enough to be heard over the band, and behind 
me, the entire row is wall-to-wall smiles.

Post-show, my friend Chad, with whom 
I have seen most of my Maiden shows, yells 
at me from the floor. He was one of those 
lucky few who was first to the barrier, and his 
knees are screaming for a chance to sit down. 
Security is cool when I explain he’s a concert 
buddy, one I haven’t seen in over a year, and 
they let us chat for a minute before telling us 
to leave. 

The afterglow of satisfied fans is dimmed 
by a few self-vetted twits who dictate what 
the setlist “should have been.” They complain 
about the inclusion of too many new songs, 
despite over half of the evening’s selections 
coming from the first five records. I laugh as 
a group of fans walk by who weren’t even a 
thought when the song “Flight Of Icarus” was 
released, all singing the chorus of that track 
as if the band were still onstage. Their song 
drowns out the twits and attracts other singers 
as they move through the exiting stream of 
humanity. ■

S P I K E  S T E F F E N H A G E N

Find The Gonzo Report online at sandiegoreader.com/gonzo

Eddie makes his first appearance at the show, dressed as a samurai warrior.
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sailor on his Maiden voyage

Chula Vista’s North Island Credit Union 
Amphitheater is less than 30 miles from 
D.Z. Akin’s, the place from which Mrs. 
Steffenhagen and I set out at 4:30 pm. The 
Iron Maiden show isn’t slated to start until 
8, but I know the doors open at 5, much like 
European festivals where it’s first come, first 
served. (I also know that my proximity to the 
performers is likely to be further impacted 
by the fan club members who have won the 
drawing in a “first to the barrier” contest.) 
I’m used to local traffic patterns, but for 
some reason, it seems impossible to reach 
the venue. At one point, we spot a group 
of metalheads jumping out of their car and 
running into a clearing. My wife rolls down 
the window to offer them a ride, but their 
black hair and black leather jackets fade into 
the darkness, until all I can see is a “Maiden 
Mexico” flag streaming behind them. Having 
noticed the bounce in their steps and the 
gridlock ahead, I don’t think their car broke 
down. I believe they know a shortcut and 
have the right idea.

A man in a red staff jacket offers only 
an interpretive dance instead of tangible 
directions to the “V.I.P.” parking we paid for. 
But once we’re in line, it moves faster than 
I’m used to, and it’s not long before we gain 
access to the grounds. I am pleased. This is 
an Iron fucking Maiden show, and my fellow 
fans are like family I’m meeting for the first 

time. In my experience, Maiden concerts 
defy convention in all things. The unwritten 
rule of not wearing the concert performer’s 
shirt is ignored. Most attendees sport gear 
from years and tours past, and it takes only 
a cursory scan to count shirts from 16 tours 
and 12 countries — including Sweden and 
England. Several fans stand in line to buy even 
more merch. Because this is my 21st Maiden 
show, and because I’ve seen this tour already, 
the pull toward the booth is less powerful 
than usual. At first, anyway. Then I see a shirt 
designed just for the California dates, showing 
Maiden’s undead mascot Eddie surfing...on 
sharks. It’s a wearable trophy, one that I visit 
three different booths to score in my size. The 
Mrs. spots a jersey and balks at the price tag. 
I do not balk, however. There are few things I 
find more attractive than my wife in an Iron 
Maiden shirt.

Priority is given to getting to the seats and 
not missing a note, so we always account for 
merch lines and beverage purchasing in our 
timeline. Missing any part of a show for an 
overpriced can of water is unacceptable. A 
sailor sitting next to me admires my tattoo, 
the one with the cover of the band’s second 
album, Killers. This is his first time seeing 
them, and he questions me cautiously, not 

wanting any spoilers. He’s correcting me 
on the make of the prop plane used in their 
opener on the last leg of the tour when UFO’s 
“Doctor Doctor” blares through the house 
speakers. The song has served as Maiden’s 
intro tape since the early days, and fans sing 
along, as loud and as frenzied as they will be 
for the headliner.

The band’s performance is a shared 
experience, exhibiting the bombast of a Kiss 
concert but influenced by the theatrics of 

Marillion, with maximum-volume history 
and literature lessons thrown in. I can’t resist 
looking around when Eddie makes his first 
appearance of the night, dressed as a samurai 
warrior. The nearby sailor is screaming loud 
enough to be heard over the band, and behind 
me, the entire row is wall-to-wall smiles.

Post-show, my friend Chad, with whom 
I have seen most of my Maiden shows, yells 
at me from the floor. He was one of those 
lucky few who was first to the barrier, and his 
knees are screaming for a chance to sit down. 
Security is cool when I explain he’s a concert 
buddy, one I haven’t seen in over a year, and 
they let us chat for a minute before telling us 
to leave. 

The afterglow of satisfied fans is dimmed 
by a few self-vetted twits who dictate what 
the setlist “should have been.” They complain 
about the inclusion of too many new songs, 
despite over half of the evening’s selections 
coming from the first five records. I laugh as 
a group of fans walk by who weren’t even a 
thought when the song “Flight Of Icarus” was 
released, all singing the chorus of that track 
as if the band were still onstage. Their song 
drowns out the twits and attracts other singers 
as they move through the exiting stream of 
humanity. ■
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FOR TICKETS & INFO VISIT WWW.BRICKBYBRICK.COM
1130 BUENOS AVE. SAN DIEGO, CA 92110

THU. JAN. 26

WITHIN 
DESTRUCTION

Fox Lake, 
Carcosa, Shawshank, 

Good For Nothing

FRI. JAN. 27

ORIANTHI 
with special guests

SAT. FEB. 18

WACKEN METAL 
BATTLE

The Bastard Saints, 
Druide, Cranial 

Detriment, Corpsemaker, 
California Villain, 
Godhammered

SUN. FEB. 19

NITE
Persekutor, Salacious, 

Beliath

TUE. FEB. 21

ROTTING 
CHRIST

Carach Angren
UADA

Gaerea

WED. FEB. 22

TSUNAMI BOMB
Death By Stereo

The Hammerbombs

THU. FEB. 16

EARLY MOODS
with special guests

FRI. FEB. 17

WACKEN METAL 
BATTLE 

Gravity Grave, Fadrait, 
The Oathbreakers, 
Maskeratt, Parasitic 
Existence, Drillbit

SAT. FEB. 11

THE FLATLINERS
Broadway Calls, 
Bandaid Brigade

FRI. FEB. 10

D.R.U.G.S. 
Varials, 

The Callous Daoboys, 
156/Silence

SAT. JAN. 28

DAMAGE, INC. 
with special guests
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You can submit a listing or 
find more information about 
these establishments online at 
SDReader.com/drinks
 BANKERS HILL

Barrio Star: Monday, Wednesday-
Sunday, 3-5pm: $6.50 beer and wine. 
$8.50 margarita, Sangria, michelada, 
$18 margarita flight. $5 a la carte 
tacos. Tuesday, 3-close: $6.50 beer 
and wine. $8.50 margarita, Sangria, 
michelada, $18 margarita flight. $5 a 
la carte tacos. 

 BAY PARK

Off Shore Tavern: Monday-Fri-
day, 3-6pm: All beer $1 off, $4 house 
wine, $4.25 well drinks. Saturday, 
9pm-close: All beer $1 off, $4 house 
wine, $4.25 well drinks. 

 CARDIFF-BY-THE-SEA

Tower 13: Tuesday-Friday, 3-6pm: 
$3 Tower Blonde, Tower IPA, 
Calidad Mexican Lager, $5 house 
margaritas and house wines, $7 La 
Marca Prosecco Splits and food 
specials. 

 CARLSBAD

7 Mile Kitchen: Wednesday, 
5-10pm: $2 off glasses of wine, half 
off select wine bottles. 
Boar Cross’n: Tuesday, 7pm to 
close: $5 beer & a shot Wednesday, 
Open-close: $2.75 domestic bottles, 
$3 well drinks Sunday, Open-7pm: 
$2.75 domestic bottles, $3 well 
drinks 

 CARMEL VALLEY

Death By Tequila: Monday, 
3-6pm: $9 classic margaritas, $18 
margarita Flights, $10 cocktail of the 
month, $6 Mexican lager, $9 select 
wines, $8 DxT Micheladas. Miche-
lada Monday all day - $2 oysters, $6 
Micheladas, $9 Campechana Tues-
day, Tequila Tuesday: Half off most 
Tequila shots all day Wednesday-
Friday, 3-6pm: $9 classic margaritas, 
$18 margarita Flights, $10 cocktail 
of the month, $6 Mexican lager, $9 
select wines, $8 DxT Micheladas 

 CHULA VISTA

Shake & Muddle: Monday, 4pm-
close: $2.00 off all signature drinks, 
$5 Pacifico, $7 Mondavi Red Blend, 
$7 Mondavi Chardonnay. Happy 
hour menu available all night 

 CORONADO

McP’s Irish Pub and Grill: 
Monday-Friday, 4-6pm: Half off 
House Chardonnay & Cabernet by 
the glass, $1 off beer or cocktails 
Nicky Rottens: Monday, 3-6pm: 
$8 select mules all night. Tuesday, 
3-6pm: $4 any canned beer. Wednes-
day, 3-6pm: $5 draft pints. Thursday, 
3-6pm: 22 ounce draft for pint price. 
Friday, 3-6pm: $6 mimosas and 
Bloody Marys. Saturday, 3pm-6pm: 
$5 drafts, well cocktails, house 
wines. $5 pretzels & beer cheese, side 
of fries, tots, $6 buffalo wings, $7 
house nachos, $8 chicken fritters & 
fries, $10 chicken lettuce cup. 

 DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO

Gaslamp Tavern: Monday-
Friday, 3-6pm: $2 off drafts, wine, 
specialty cocktails, $5 wells. $2 off 
appetizers. 
Madam Bonnie’s: Tuesday, 
4:30- 6:30pm: $5 Madam Bonnie’s 
Blonde Ale and 13th Step Shot, $6 
house wine, $12 signature cocktails. 
$10 two rotisserie tacos and a beer. 
Wednesday, All Day: One third off 
all wine bottles, $20 flight of three 
wine barrel finished whiskeys, 
$10 whiskey barrel aged wine by 
the glass. $15 chef ’s cheese plate. 
Thursday-Saturday, 4:30- 6:30pm: 
$5 Madam Bonnie’s Blonde Ale and 
13th Step Shot, $6 house wine, $12 
signature cocktails. Sunday, Surf and 

Turf Special: $75 three course dinner 
for two with a bottle of house wine. 
The Whiskey House: Wednes-
day-Sunday, 4-7pm: $4 French pale 
lager, $5 Moscow mule, whiskey 
sour, Daiquiri, house wines (red, 
white, sparkling), $9 Carsberg Dan-
ish pilsner (1 liter can). Add a shot of 
house whiskey to any beer for $1. 

 EAST VILLAGE

Bootlegger: Tuesday, $10 build-
your-own-nachos and beer all day. 
Saturday-Sunday, 9am-1pm: $25 per 
person bottomless mimosas. 
El Dorado Cocktail Lounge: 
Tuesday-Thursday, Sunday, 7-9pm: 
$6 signature cocktails. Friday-Satur-
day, 5-9pm: $6 signature cocktails. 

 ENCINITAS

Mr. Peabody’s Bar & Grill: 
Monday-Friday, 2-6pm: $3 well 
cocktails, house wine, domestic 
draft. 

 ESCONDIDO

Brigantine Escondido: Daily, 
3-6pm: $1 off drafts, well drinks, fea-
tured wine, $5.75 house margarita. 

 HILLCREST

Urban Mo’s Bar and Grill: 
Thursday, 5-8 pm: $6.50 Martinis 

 KENSINGTON

Kensington Brewing Com-
pany: Wednesday-Friday, 4-6pm: 
$1 off pints 

 LA JOLLA

Sandpiper Wood Fired 
Grill & Oysters: Wednesday-
Sunday, 4-5:30pm: Buy a bottle of 
champagne and get a dozen oysters 
free. $4 Baja fish taco, $8 rosemary 
parmesan fries, $8 crispy mozzarella 
sticks. 
Spiro’s Mediterranean 
Cuisine: Daily, 3-6pm: $2 off wine 
and beer. 

 LITTLE ITALY

Carruth Cellars Wine Garden: 
Monday-Friday, 2-6pm: $3 off 
glasses, $5 off bottles of wine. 
Cloak & Petal: Monday-Friday, 
4-6pm: $5 sake, $7 glasses of wine, 
$10 specialty cocktails. $3-$6 ap-
petizers, $10 specialty rolls. 
King and Queen Cantina: 
Daily, Noon-6pm: $1 off drafts, $4 
beer bottles, $7 well drinks, wine, 
sangria, $8 margaritas. Appetizers 
$5 to $9. 

 MIRAMAR

Duck Foot Brewing Com-
pany: Monday, 12pm-8pm: $4 
pints with Grotto membership card 
Tuesday, All day: $12 two Fish Tacos 
and pint of draft beer Thursday, 
Save 20 percent on Growler and 
Grumbler fills 

 MISSION HILLS

Farmer’s Bottega: Monday-
Thursday, Sunday, 4-6pm: $6 
draft beers, $3 off glasses of wine, 
discounted specialty cocktails, ap-
petizers, and flatbreads. 

 MISSION VALLEY

Lazy Dog: Monday-Thursday, 
3-6pm and 9pm-close: $3-$8: 
Housemade sangrias, well drinks, 
drafts, house wine, Asian pear mar-
tini. Friday, 3-6pm: $3-$8: House-
made sangrias, well drinks, drafts, 
house wine, Asian pear martini. Sun-
day, 9pm-close: $3-$8: Housemade 
sangrias, well drinks, drafts, house 
wine, Asian pear martini. 

 NORMAL HEIGHTS

Sycamore Den: Daily, 5-6pm: 
$1 off draft beer, $1 off wine, $2 off 
specialty cocktails 

 NORTH PARK

Original 40 Brewing Com-
pany: Monday-Friday, 4-6pm: $2 
off all beer and wine. 
Redwing Bar & Grill: Wednes-
day-Friday, 3pm-6pm: $4.50 24 oz. 
Tall Boys. 
Rouleur Brewing Com-
pany: Tuesday, 9pm-close: $5 pints 
Wednesday, All day: $1.50 Beast 
Mode Wings (minimum 4) 
Second Chance Beer Lounge: 
Monday, 3-8pm: $6 pints 

 OCEAN BEACH

The Holding Company: 
Tuesday-Friday, 4-6pm: Half off 
draft beer, half off most whiskeys & 
tequila, $2 pint beer of the day, $4 
well drinks, $10 pitchers of beer, $15 
off all towers 
Lucy’s Tavern: Monday-Friday, 
12pm-6pm: $5 Espolon blanco, $5 
Mellow corn, $5 Skrewball, $1 off 
wells and pitchers. All day $7 12oz 
PBR or BUD cans & mellow corn 
whiskey shot. Saturday-Sunday, All 
day: $7 12 ounce PBR or BUD cans 
& mellow corn whiskey shot. 

 OLD TOWN

Home & Away: Monday, 
Wednesday-Friday, 3–6pm: $1 off 
glass of wine, draft and bottled beer, 
well drinks, $3 to $6 off specialty 
cocktails. $2.75 tacos. Tuesday, 
3–6pm: Taco Tuesday specials, see 
server. 
Old Town Mexican Café: Tues-
day, Half off well drinks and selected 
appetizers all day. 

 PACIFIC BEACH

710 Beach Club: Tuesday, 6pm-
close: 2 for 1 tequila shots, $5 Margs, 
$4 Dos XX & Pacifico’s, 2 tacos for 
$7.10 Wednesday, 7pm-close: 2 for 
1 whiskey shots, $5 chicken tenders 
Thursday, 7:30pm-close: $5 beers 
Sunday, 7:30pm-close: $7.10 slushies 
Bub’s Dive Bar: Monday, 
Thursday-Friday, 3-5pm: $5 select 
drafts and wells. $1 wings, half off 

Red Baskets. Tuesday, . 
Latitude 32: Wednesday-
Saturday, 4-6pm: $3-$5.50 beer and 
wines. 
The Local Pacific Beach: Mon-
day, 4-7pm: Half off appetizers. 
The Turquoise Café-Bar 
Europa: Tuesday-Sunday, 5-9pm: 
Bottles cocktails to go. 

 POINT LOMA

Catalina Lounge: Monday-Fri-
day, 3pm-7pm: $1 off beer & wine, 
$5 Espolon blanco, $5 Highwest 
bourbon, $5 Skrewball. All day $7 
Estrella lager & Mellow corn whis-
key combo. Saturday-Sunday, All 
day $7 Estrella lager & Mellow corn 
whiskey combo. 
The Wine Pub: Daily, 4-6pm: $5 
craft beers on draft, $5 select red and 
white wines. 

 RANCHO SAN DIEGO

Hooleys Irish Pub & Grill 
Rancho San Diego: Friday, All 
day: Clam chowder $5 cup, $7 bowl. 
After 4pm: Prime rib $24. 

 SAN CARLOS

Navajo Live: Monday-Thursday, 
Sunday, 4-7 pm: $3 well drinks, 
$3 domestic beer, $1 off all other 
alcoholic beverages 

 SAN MARCOS

Churchill’s Pub and Grill: 
Monday-Friday, 4-7pm: $1 off appe-
tizers, drafts, wells. Sunday, All day: 
$1 off appetizers, drafts, wells. 

 SOLANA BEACH

Carruth Cellars: Monday-Friday, 
2-6pm: $3 off glasses, $5 off bottles 
of wine. 

 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

Et Voilà French Bistro: 
Tuesday-Sunday, 4:30-7pm: $7 
cocktails, glass of house made 
sangria ($14 pitcher), draft Iron Fist 
Counter Strike IPA, and draft 1664, 
$5-$9 wines by the glass. Discounted 
food menu. 
Rare Society: Wednesday-Sunday, 
5-6pm: $5 drafts, $8 select wines 
and select cocktails. $16 half-dozen 
oysters, $32 one dozen oysters, other 
food specials. 

BY MATTHEW FLYNN
BOOZE NEWS

Two for six at Burgeon
It’s standard operating proce-
dure for breweries to concoct 
anniversary releases. But for 
its sixth anniversary, Burgeon 
Beer Company amplified the 
trend and brewed not one, but 
two commemorative beers. “We 
knew for sure one of the beers 
would be an IPA of some sort,” 
explains Anthony Tallman, 
Burgeon’s head brewer and co-
founder. “Simply put, we landed 
on a West Coast IPA over a Hazy 
IPA because that’s the style that 
we prefer to drink. We decided 
on the use of the CGX prod-
uct so that we still continue to 
experiment and off er something 
new and unique to our custom-

ers. Th e American Lager had been something 
we’ve been wanting to brew, and we fi gured, ‘Why 
the hell not do it for such a special occasion?’” 

Th e CGX product Tallman refers to is a con-
centrated lupulin version of Nelson and Strata 
hops, which contains all the hops’ aroma and 
fl avor without the vegetative material. Tallman’s 
team dialed back the malt bill of Subliminal Sync 
West Coast IPA to give the ale a lower ABV (6%) 
and focus on the tropical and citrus fruit fl avor 
provided by the hops concentrate.

As for the American Gold Premium Lager, 
Tallman notes, “We wanted to brew something 
a little out of the realm of what we’ve typically 
done at Burgeon. We used 2 Row, 6 Row, Flaked 
Rice, and Flaked Corn to achieve a sweeter per-
ceived malt character that fi nishes dry and clean, 
and leaves you craving the next pint.” With the 
lager’s sharper focus on the malt profi le, Burgeon 
has provided two distinct anniversary beers for 
diverse palates: a bitter, hoppy West Coast IPA; 
and a lighter, sweeter American Lager.

Matthew Zirpolo, Burgeon’s president and 
co-founder, credits a strong beer scene with the 
brewery’s success, “Our community is the rea-
son why we have been so successful. Th ey have 

supported us from day one and continue to do 
so. We truly believe we have the best beer com-
munity in the world. Th at very community has 
taught us the importance of support, which is 
something we have focused on as a company.” 
Burgeon’s upcoming releases are manifestations of 
that focus. As the anniversary releases are tapped, 
three new collaborative beers are in the tanks, 

waiting to be canned and kegged. 
Tallman divulges, “Th e fi rst beer 
will be Rainbow Pulp, a Hazy IPA 
collaboration with Great Notion 
from Portland, OR, brewed with 
Strata, Citra, and Nelson. The 
second will be Western Grit, a 
West Coast IPA collaboration 
with Westbound and Down 
Brewing from Idaho Springs, 
CO brewed with Mosaic, Simcoe, 
Simcoe Cryo, Citra, and Chinook. 
Lastly, and releasing much later 
due to additional lagering time: 
Reverb, a Bohemian Pilsner col-
laboration with Ruse Brewing 
from Portland, OR.”

Rainbow Pulp and Western 
Grit are scheduled for a Febru-

ary 3rd release, while Bohemian Pilsner will be 
released mid-March. Th e anniversary releases 
debuted at Burgeon’s anniversary festival on 
January 14 and are on tap now.

For more craft booze news, see 
sandiegoreader.com/news/booze-news

Burgeon says cheers to six years with two releases

4671 Park Blvd., San Diego, 92116 • 10 am - 2 am

$5 Wells, $4 Domestics
Extensive Craft Beer Selection 

Happy Hour All Day Everyday
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La Central, the other Fernandez 
birrieria
La Central; 1290 Hollister St., Nestor. At first 
glance, the arrival of La Central Birrieria & 
Menuderia doesn’t seem momentous. Birria, 
after all, has spent the past few years becoming 
the most talked about Mexican meat dish on the 
planet. We’ve seen a crowd of birria restaurants (or 
birrerias) open up all around San Diego, so why 
should this one stand out? The reason comes into 
focus once you consider the restaurant’s alternate 
name: La Central by Miguel Fernandez.

 

That would be Miguel Fernandez, formerly of Ed 
Fernandez Restaurant, the local institution that 
made headlines a couple months back when it was 
named the number one taco shop in America by 
(the occasionally correct) Yelp. 

Having worked in restaurants since their teens, 
Miguel and his brother Jorge opened that restau-
rant nearly 20 years ago, naming it after a dearly 
remembered middle brother. This was not long 
after their experiment selling birria out of a food 
truck on weekends saw sales numbers quadruple 
over the first several weeks, and well more than 
a decade before social media would take birria 
worldwide. Heck, the stuff wasn’t even prevalent 
in San Diego yet.

Fernandez Restaurant attracted lines long 
before the Yelp anointment, putting it just ahead 
of the South Bay Drive-In Theatre as the top des-
tination in Nestor, a small border community 
squeezed in between Imperial Beach and San 
Ysidro. And if there’s anything surprising about 
the fact Miguel Fernandez has opened a new birri-
eria, it’s that he’s done so, once again, in Nestor, 
roughly 800 feet from his first.

The way Miguel tells it, he and Jorge had dif-
ferent ideas about growing their business, so a 
couple years ago, Miguel sold his stake in the 
restaurant to his brother. However, Miguel still felt 
very connected to Nestor, and to regular clientele 
he’d welcomed to the restaurant for so many years. 

Early in his career, Miguel had worked at the 
formative downtown restaurant, Dobson’s, where 
he learned the ways of its founder, Paul Dobson, 
known for maintaining a strong, personal pres-
ence in his dining room.

Miguel Fernandez operates the same way. I 
watched him warmly greet familiar faces as they 
walked in the door, and I got the same treatment as 
a newcomer, even before I told him my employer. 
Miguel speculated that 90 percent of his customers 
that day had been regulars at Fernandez Restau-
rant, and I believed him. For one thing, Fernandez 
is closed Monday and Tuesday, so for these days 
at least, La Central offers the unquestioned best 
birria in Nestor. Then there’s the whole Yelp thing. 
If Fernandez Restaurant was crazy busy before 
being named the country’s the best taco shop, 

imagine the effort it takes to find a seat now.
Naturally, I had to 

ask: is La Central’s birria 
the same recipe that 
gained so much suc-
cess up the road? On 
this, Miguel hedges. 
The recipe’s not writ-
ten down, he sug-
gests, but La Central 
works with the same 
ingredients, and all 
his brothers learned 
to make birria in the 
same kitchen, cook-
ing with their mom. 
So not precisely the 
same, maybe, but it 

might take eating at both places 
on the same morning to notice the 

difference. So it's nice that the two shops 
are so close together.

The menus are quite similar, if not identical, 
including birria plates ($12-15), tacos ($3.25-
$4.50), quesadillas ($3-8) and consomés ($3-6), 
with options to include cheese (quesabirria), beef 
tendon (con nirvio), or keto preparation (fried 
cheese, no tortilla). Given that birria is often 
enjoyed as a breakfast food, there is likewise a 
birria taco featuring both cheese and fried egg 
(here it’s called the comandante, $6). 

Perhaps more relevant, there’s the option to get 
your birria tatemado, meaning the braised, shred-
ded beef is seared to a crispy finish, much like 
crispy carnitas. Due to the richer flavor of the sear, 
this way is my personal favorite. But whichever 
you choose, the homemade corn tortillas will be 
outstanding, and I can never stress  this enough: 
always order a side of consomé at any birrieria so 
you can dip your tacos!

La Central also serves birria bowls with rice 
and beans, birria burritos, birria tortas, and birria 
mulitas. And yes, it serves menudo — daily here, 
rather than just on weekends — but I still have 
yet to acquire a taste for tripe, so ask me again 
in ten years.

Starting at $3.25 for a basic birria taco, La Cen-
tral’s prices prove slightly higher than those at its 
familial neighbor. When the lines do get long, 
Miguel has plans to streamline take-out orders to 
keep business at a crisp pace. He’s also expanding 
the concept into other venues. There’s already a 
La Central Beer & Wine Garden at the Chula 
Vista Center mall (serving birria on weekends), 

For the latest reviews from Reader writers and a 
complete searchable list of 2000 restaurants, please visit 
SDReader.com/feast

and a pair of La Central food 
trucks are coming soon to 
bring birria to corporate 
lunches and other events. 

Once this Fernandez 
family birria is on the road, 
other fixed locations may 
follow. But first, Miguel 
will likely open another 
specialty shop next door to 
his Nestor birrieria. For that 
business, he wants to tackle 
carne asada.

by Ian Anderson

On the right, a regular birria taco; on the 
left, a birria tatemado taco, where the shred-
ded beef is seared crisp.

Nestor's birria brothers

FOOD & DRINK EVENTS
99¢ Fish Tacos Rubio’s Turns 40 with 99¢ Fish Tacos Wednesday, January 25, 
10am; Rubio’s - East Mission Bay Dr., 4504 East Mission Bay Drive. (PACIFIC BEACH)

10th Anniversary Party Drink specials and live music with Victor Santana. 
Thursday, January 19, 7pm; free. Blind Burro, 639 J Street. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Gospel Brunch Hosted by Sister Nun-of-the-Above (Tootie) with the Sisters 
of Sequin. Each entree includes unlimited Mimosas, Champagne, or Bloody 
Marys. Sundays, 12pm; through Saturday, December 30, Lips Restaurant, 
3036 El Cajon Boulevard. (NORTH PARK)

Street Food Market Lane Field Park Market is a street food market showcas-
ing 20+ food vendors, as well as boutique coffee, with live music from 12:30pm 
until 2:30pm. Saturdays, 10am; Sundays, 10am; through Saturday, December 
31, free. Lane Field Park, 1009 North Harbor Drive. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

El Comandante, a quesabirria taco made with birria tatemado and topped with a fried egg.

WE'RE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING, 
OUTDOOR DINING, AND TAKEOUT!

Hungry?

Traditional diner  
favorites,

home-style classics,
a true American Diner

Open 24/7 
2900 El Cajon Blvd.

619-282-8423 • Rudfords.com

any entree $10 and up when you show this ad. 
Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays.

 Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this 
coupon at the time of your order. Expires 2/3/23.

$2 OFF
any entree $10 and up when you show this ad. 

Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays.
Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this 

coupon at the time of your order. Expires 2/3/23.

$2 OFF

Established 1949

of 2022

Category Name 
here and here too

Finalist

Best
Late Night Menu



PERSONALS

THANK YOU THANK YOU  for 
all prayers answered HMR.

DEAR JOE  I love you. Please 
come back to me.

A HOUSE WITH NO ADDRESS  
on it! A Pacific neighborhood 
in La Mesa! If you live in this 
neighborhood call John from the 
Chula Vista PD (619) 669-5151. 
A person’s life is in danger 24/7 
suffering hate crime victim.

BE A VERY CLASS ACT,  join 
the Sweetwater Campus Syndi-
cate and enjoy fresh air, peace 
of mind and, when in Rome, rum. 
In Geneva, gin and tonic; and in 
Cancun, tequila. Never wonder 
“Is it classic lit, or just s?”

BEULAH,  you don’t look broke.

I’M BETTER THAN I USED TO 
BE  but not as good as I was. 
DEJ

LOOKING FOR SHILOH’S 
FRIEND  in the Kearney Mesa 
area: Shiloh stole my sleeveless 
peach blouse with white polka 
dots on it. I want it back! Now! 
Nancy (858) 505-0685.

READILY AND GLADLY GIVE  
and graciously accept nothing 
less than anyone should naturally 
expect merely common courtesy 
and only due respect.

SEARCHING FOR HECTOR 
M.B  in the city of Tijuana. Where 
did you go love? I miss u. Call me 
(619) 513-5236.

THE SINNERS PRAYER  Dear 
lord, I’m a sinner. I believe that 
Jesus Christ died for my sins on 
the cross, and rose again on the 
third day so that I may live. Dear 
lord, I accept you into my heart 
right now as my lord and savior. 
Thank you Jesus for saving me 
and I’ll do the best I can to live for 
you the rest of my life. In these 
things I pray, in Jesus name 
amen. If you said that prayer, you 
are eternally saved, you will be 

going to heaven one day. If you 
said it, please give me a call, Tra-
vis (619) 706-7529. God bless.

YOU ARE BETTER THAN 
MOST  at some things and better 
than some at most things.

I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST  
your sponsorship in helping me 
to secure 4 dental implants on 
the top. Keith, (619) 551-6368, 
thanks!

LOOKING FOR ARTIST NEAL,  
roommate John, Fred, Doug 
Sweda, Pacific Beach, house on 
alley between Thomas and Reed-
1977. Also, Jackie Feitler. (619) 
917-6975

YOUR OPINION  Strike out the 
name The Padres, a name with 
religious identification. Hit a 
home run for a new name. How 
about the Amigos? The Center 
for Applied Critical Thinking, 
CACT. (619) 428-1274.

FRIENDS OF JAMES HARPER 
(JIM)  Please call Jim’s family- 
Ann, Jennifer, Jamie, thank you. 
(619) 917-6975

NOTICES

ARE YOU INTO CRAFTS?  
Doing mosaic work? Free 
broken Mexican color tiles for 
your craft project. Call now 
1-858-484-4483.

SEEKING 2 RENT BEAUTIFUL 
COURTYARD  Do you have 
a beautiful private courtyard 
available for rent? Professional 
seeking serene outdoor space 
for specialized. workshops for 
therapists and couples. Seeking 
trial arrangement. with hopes for 
long-term. Please email court-
yard@mailbox.org

INTO POETRY, SPOKEN 
WORD?  Poetry and spoken 
word artists, and scholars, sought 
for local radio show, The Electric 
Picnic. KNSJ 89.1 FM is an FCC 
licensed, non-profit, all-volunteer 
radio station. Ask for Marie. 
Interested listeners see KNSJ.org 

- Public Affairs. (619) 283-1100 / 
info@knsj.org

EPIPHANY  Explore San Diego 
County and Find Hidden Trea-
sures. iTreasureSanDiego.Com

TO SURRENDER A BABY IN 
CALIFORNIA  within 72 hours of 
birth call 211 or 1-877-222-9723. 
Free call, or go to fire station. No 
questions asked.

PEN PALS WANTED  Older 
man, currently hospitalized 
desires pen pals. Write to Dave 
DiMino 3102 East Highland Ave 
#21 Patton, CA 92369.

CLASSES / 
LESSONS

FIND PURPOSE IN LIFE  
Through our course, find purpose 
in life as God intended. Be in 
tune with cosmic law to enhance 
your life and reach out and help 
the world. Ask for your copy of 
this Free Brochure, Into the Sun. 
www.lemurianfellowship.org/
learnmore/

ADULT MAGIC CLASSES IN 
2 WEEKS  Learn magic from 
professional magician Tom 
Interval, who has taught for 36 
years. 5-week adults sessions. 
Sundays, Jan. 22ñFeb. 19. 
$295. North Park. intervalmagic.
com/classes/intro/adult. www.
intervalmagic.com/classes/intro/
adult/index.html (619) 800-3780 / 
tom@intervalmagic.com

LEARN SPANISH BY SINGING  
“Learn Spanish with music - fun 
and effective! Explore how using 
music can help you reach flu-
ency. Sing along to your favorite 
tunes and make language learn-
ing enjoyable. Let’s rock our way 
to fluency with headphones on!” 
Plese text me. (760) 847-6417 / 
singing_learning@yahoo.com

LEARN A NEW CRAFT THIS 
YEAR!  Learn a new hobby & 
craft this year! At San Diego Craft 
Collective, we’ll be exploring: 
Adirondack Foraging Pack-mak-
ing, Ceramic Wheel Throwing, 
Paper Marbling & Fused Glass 

Garden Art. Visit us at sandi-
egocraft.org & save your space 
today! (619) 273-3235 / make@
sandiegocraft.org

LEARN A NEW FIBER ART 
TODAY!  Learn to basketweave a 
foraging pack, quilt with finesse, 
warp a loom, weave with silk & 
wet felt with silk this month at 
San Diego Craft Collective, a 
nonprofit arts center in Liberty 
Station. Visit us at sandiegocraft.
org and save your space today! 
(619) 273-3235 / make@sandi-
egocraft.org

LEARN TO WEAVE THIS 
WINTER!  Learn to weave this 
winter! At San Diego Craft Col-
lective, we’ll be covering: Warp + 
Weave on a Rigid Heddle Loom, 
Handwoven Silk Wall Hanging, 
Clasped Weft Weaving & Intui-
tive Weaving. Visit us at sandi-
egocraft.org & save your space 
today! (619) 273-3235 / make@
sandiegocraft.org

TAI CHI AND QI GONG CLASS-
ES,  Meditation In Movement. 
First class is free. Join us Thurs-
day, January 19, 7-9pm, for a 
2-hour class on Taoism and how 
it relates to the practice of Taiji, 
$25. Sign up on our website. Tao-
ist Sanctuary of San Diego, (619) 
692-1155. taoistsanctuary.org.

HORTICULTURE, LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN,  redesign, trouble-
shooting, diagnostics on the spot. 
Solve your problems, improve 
your design, improve your main-
tenance today - no guessing! 
Educated, trained and experi-
enced, 6th generation native, 
6th generation horticulturalist 
in San Diego County. No sales, 
no installation, no maintenance. 
Check me out at EdwordsHorti-
culture.com, then call (619) 
402-8670.

ROOMMATES

CATHOLIC WOMAN  I am look-
ing for a room near Trolley station 
or Little Italy $850. I have a small 
older very well behaved poodle. 
Call or text (949) 300-5295.

TWO ROOMMATES WANTED  
4 bedroom house, San Carlos/
Allied Garden. $1100 a month, 
$500 deposit. Furnished rooms. 
No smoking or pets. (619) 247-
9047, available now

LOOKING FOR ROOM  senior 
male looking for room to rent w/
bath. Please call (951) 380-1095

MUSICIANS WANTED AVAIL-
ABLE  Composer seeks assis-
tant/ copyist/ piano/ sightread-
ing. Room / board/ stipend, 
composition lessons. Busco 
musico assistante que sepuede 
leer musica/toca piano. Cuarto, 
comidas, felia. (619) 457-8516, 
jebroe5@gmail.com

ROOM FOR RENT  Independent 
living. Nice view home. Quiet. 
Wi-fi, tv, meals, laundry. Shared 
room $800 La Mesa (619) 750-
4447. A place to call home!

TINY ROOM TO LIVE PLEASE  
64 year young healthy vaccinated 
single, no family, Virgo, never 
married non-smoker. Clean 
SoCal native low income male 
high school/college graduate. 
Seeking any somber tiny room 
please in Solana Beach, Cardiff, 
Leucadia, Encinitas, Carlsbad. 
Dale Hauskins (858) 401-2973

SANTEE, $800  2/2 home w/ 
homeowner, dog. Same price 
furnished/unfurnished. No kids 
under 18. Pools, spas, club-
house, tennis. AC & heat, kitch-
en, W/D. No tobacco, or add’l 
pets. Share util. (619) 499-9663, 
phone calls preferred.

RENTALS

NORTH PB, $1500.  1BD+1BR. 
Block to ocean. Remodeled kitch-
en/bath, dishwasher, new vanity, 
garden/dual pane windows. Ber-
ber carpet, front yard. Furnished 
or not. No dogs. 8xy DIAMOND 
@ Craigslist. (858) 262-0257.

YACHT  Live on the ocean. 
Yacht, 2 bedrm 1 bath, kitchen, 
view deck, fully furnished, Mis-
sion Bay Marina. Gym, swimming 
pool. $2600 a month. Twsharp7@
gmail.com

SMALL 1 BDRM DUPLEX  
Located in Barrett Junction, CA. 
Please check the map before tex-
ting me. Ideal for single or cou-
ple. $1400 a mo, pets with rent-
ers insurance. (619) 438-0765 / 
paitheladee@officewife.biz

NORTH PARK, 55+  one bed-
room, one bath, top floor, AC, 
$1400. (619) 321-7808.

AVAILABLE 1 BED APT  Avail-
able now for immediate move in. 
Spacious remodeled everything 
new one bedroom one bath unit 
located in San Diego $1600/
month. secure parking. Furnished 
including kitchen. Rent includes 
all utilities - WIFI as well. josfar-
hadian@gmail.com

HOME FOR RENT  This charm-
ing 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is 
ready for your personal touch! 
Enjoy the coziness of this darling 
home inside. You will love enter-
taining guests in the bright and 
cheerful living room with fresh 
neutral paint and low-mainte-
nance. (732) 352-3382  / timothy-
morrisrice@gmail.com

BUY THE STOCK & RENT THE 
CAR  FHP rental consist of 4-6 
persons per home who rather 
spend 1/4 to 1/6th the cost of 
total down to purchase an inter-
est in a home & share the home. 
(760) 670-5419 / daviddarby@
freihomes.com

THREE BEDROOM LA MESA 
HOME  3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom 
single family house. Open layout 
with nice hardwood/tile floors 
throughout, updated bathrooms. 
Close to schools, shopping, 
restaurants, park, and freeway. 
tanismbond23@outlook.com

STUDIO  working person only. 
No pets or smoking. Transporta-
tion close. Laundry. (619) 808-
1068, $1200 monthly.

$400/MONTH  long-term directly 
in front of the river ocean five 
minutes away 13 month contract. 
Ensenada a Rosarito LA mission 
30 minutes across the border. 
(760) 250-7055.

FOUR BEDROOM TWO BATH-
ROOM  with a Jacuzzi 1 acre of 
property $1200 month 13 month 
contract we also do daily and 
weekly rentals $100 a night $500 
a week Rosarito and Ensenada 
La mission (760) 250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO  La mission three bedroom 
two bathroom directly in front of 
the river five minute walk from 
the ocean $1200 a month (760) 
250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO  two bedroom two bathroom 
directly in front of the River 
ocean five minute walk bring your 
motorcycle pets we call this Ran-
cho Santa Fe south of the border 
exclusive neighborhood Gated 
and garden (760) 250-7055.

PENTHOUSE  two bedroom two 
bathroom Jacuzzi directly in front 
of the river and ocean the ocean 
five minute walk away $1500 a 
month Rosarito and Ensenada La 
mission 30 minutes across the 
border (760) 250-7055.

STUDIO FOR RENT  directly in 
front of the river the ocean five 
minute walk away completely 
furnished wash machine and 
dryer 750 a month long term 
13 months Mexico 30 minutes 
from San Diego borderline to 
Ensenada rosarito La mission. 
(760) 250-7055.

LA MESA, $1999-2599.  
3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA 
($1999) apartments. Welcome to 
Mt. Helix Gated Community! New 
kitchen. Stainless steel appli-
ances. Spacious. Clubhouse. 
WiFi. Air conditioning. Laundry. 
Garages. Balconies. Pool. Hablo 
Espanol. (619) 646-8670.

LA MESA, $1999-2599.  
3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA 
($1999) apartments. Bienvenido a 
la privada Mt. Helix! Espaciosos. 
Cocina nueva. Electrodomesticos 
de acero inoxidable, Casa club. 
WiFi. Aire acondicionado. Lavan-
deria. Garage. Balcones. Picina. 
Mascotas OK. Espanol. (619) 
646-8670.

NEED AN APARTMENT SHORT 
TERM?  Make your reservations 
now and Get $200 OFF every 
month. Studio+1BA available. 
Call for Monthly, Weekly and 
daily specials, up to 15% OFF. 
Includes: weekly cleaning ser-
vice, daily continental breakfast, 
all utilities, cable (HBO), heated 
pool/ spa, on-site laundry. High-
speed Internet available for addi-
tional charge. (*Rates subject to 
change/ tax.) California Suites 
Hotel, 5415 Clairemont Mesa 
Boulevard. (858) 799-0219. www.
californiasuiteshotel.com.

REAL ESTATE

NEED A GREAT REAL ESTATE 
AGENT?  Are you looking for a 
great real estate broker and team 
to work with? 25 years of experi-
ence. Write us a message now. 
bao.ultranmarketing@gmail.com

REMODELED HOME ON 
GREAT STREET  Golden Hill 

home on a large lot with ADU 
potential. Freeway convenient but 
an exclusive street with well kept 
vintage homes and underground 
utilities- million dollar condos a 
block away. Offered below recent 
appraisal. Google 1027 31st St. 
92102. oblucky@gmail.com

JULIAN HOUSE FOR SALE 
$429,000 
bedroom, scenic views, Lake 
Cuyamaca, national, state parks, 
quaint town of Julian. Large 
decks, great, dining, laundry 
rooms, workshop, full attic for 
conversion, wood stove for cold 
snowy nights. Fish, hike, apple 
days. (769) 587-1399 / mike
smith16777@gmail.com

MUSIC

CHRISTIAN MUSICIANS NEED
ED 
Saturdays & Sunday after church 
at World Beat Center. Pays $100 
per practice session. Email lasi
boye@yahoo.com or call (619) 
753-7378

SINGER NEW TO THE AREA, 
female rock, country, blues, look
ing for other musicians to jam/
play with. Please call or text (949) 
300-5295.

CDS, DVDS, LPS, BOOKS 
FOR SALE 
classic CDs, DVDs, a few LPs, 
cassettes, and VERY old books, 
classic sports magazines, and 
comic books for sale at $5 each. 
(619) 424-6133 / donnamack
ersie@att.net

ROCCO SLEDGE BAND NEEDS 
DRUMMER 
still cannot find the right drummer 
that can keep up with the rest of 
our band and play concert-style 
70s music. Google Rocco Sledge 
Band Videos to see if you can 
hang with us. We have a huge 
studio with professional gear/
lighting. (619) 672-2009 / paul
berg@sbcglobal.net

LUNAR NEW YEAR @ POWAY 
LIBRARY 
Library on January 28 from 1:30 
- 3:30 pm to celebrate Year of the 
Rabbit. Join us for Balloon Ani
mals, Crafts, and Entertainment. 
Lion Dancers at 3:00 pm! tiffany.
hanson@sdcounty.ca.gov

ROOTS REGGAE SKA POP 
progrock fusion professional 
lead/rhythm guitarist for record
ings, gigs, tours. CD/Tour credits. 
Dale Hauskins (858) 401-2973.

BAND PRACTICE STUDIO 
monthly lockout available now!! 
La Jolla, Miramar area 10:00 
am-12:00am. Sound-proofed 
rehearsal studio. Fits 5 to 6 
piece band. Central AC. $600. 
per month. Universal Sound Inc. 
(858) 401-2973

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO 
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa. 
All rooms have individual air 
conditioning, high ceilings and 
24- hour access. Monthly rooms 
available. Adder Studios, (858) 
522-9505. www.adderstudios.
com.

PETS

CAN YOU FOSTER A PET 
your home? Please help the San 

Three easy steps:
1. Take a picture of what you want to be in your ad.
2. Post it on SanDiegoReader.com (25-word limit).
3. You’re done — you can edit or delete it any time.

You can still call in your ad (619) 450-4293, text it to (619) 272-2772 or drop it in the drop box at 

the front door of the Reader office, 2323 Broadway, San Diego, CA 92102, by 12pm Monday
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Need an Apartment Short Term?
CALL NOW FOR THE BEST AVAILABLE RATES

Monthly rental maximum 2 people including children. 
*Some hotel amenities included. Please call for details.

Sorry we do not accept pets.

Apartment prices with hotel perks 
www.californiasuiteshotel.com

Weekly starts @ $500 
Call directly for more details. 

5415 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 
(just west of the 805) San Diego, CA 92117
(858) 799-0219

• Free maid & linen service • Free utilities • Heated pool & spa 
• Laundry facilities • Free parking • Microwave • Refrigerator 
• Easy freeway access • Centrally located • High speed internet services

Free Continental Breakfast

Call for Daily Specials
Up to 15% OFF Daily Rates

Call Now

DOWNTOWN $650-$750

Classic building in downtown San Diego. Nice 
sized private rooms share common bathrooms. 
Property is well maintained with friendly staff. 
Peaceful and comfortable building with cable 

TV hookups and on-site laundry. Close to work. 
MTS trolley stop very close with easy access to 

the downtown free shuttle.

Southern Hotel
�����4JYUI�"WF��BOE�#�4U��t�������������

DOWNTOWN $590-$900

In the heart of San Diego 
Gaslamp Quarter!  

Newly renovated and furnished rooms 
for rent. Utilities included and controlled 
building entry. Conveniently located near 

public transportation, grocery stores, 
restaurants, shopping and more.

720 4th Ave., San Diego, 92101
(619) 233-7594



 3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom 
single family house. Open layout 

throughout, updated bathrooms. 

-

 long-term directly 

minutes away 13 month contract. 
Ensenada a Rosarito LA mission 

-
 with a Jacuzzi 1 acre of 

property $1200 month 13 month 

weekly rentals $100 a night $500 
a week Rosarito and Ensenada 

-

two bathroom directly in front of 

the ocean $1200 a month (760) 

-
 two bedroom two bathroom 

ocean five minute walk bring your 
-

cho Santa Fe south of the border 

 two bedroom two 
bathroom Jacuzzi directly in front 
of the river and ocean the ocean 

month Rosarito and Ensenada La 

 directly in 

3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA 
($1999) apartments. Welcome to 
Mt. Helix Gated Community! New 

WiFi. Air conditioning. Laundry. 
Garages. Balconies. Pool. Hablo 

3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA 
($1999) apartments. Bienvenido a 
la privada Mt. Helix! Espaciosos. 
Cocina nueva. Electrodomesticos 
de acero inoxidable, Casa club. 
WiFi. Aire acondicionado. Lavan-
deria. Garage. Balcones. Picina. 

NEED AN APARTMENT SHORT 
 Make your reservations 

vice, daily continental breakfast, 
all utilities, cable (HBO), heated 
pool/ spa, on-site laundry. High-
speed Internet available for addi-
tional charge. (*Rates subject to 

Boulevard. (858) 799-0219. www.

NEED A GREAT REAL ESTATE 
 Are you looking for a 

great real estate broker and team 
to work with? 25 years of experi-
ence. Write us a message now. 

home on a large lot with ADU 
potential. Freeway convenient but 
an exclusive street with well kept 
vintage homes and underground 
utilities- million dollar condos a 
block away. Offered below recent 
appraisal. Google 1027 31st St. 
92102. oblucky@gmail.com

JULIAN HOUSE FOR SALE 
$429,000  No texts. Large one 
bedroom, scenic views, Lake 
Cuyamaca, national, state parks, 
quaint town of Julian. Large 
decks, great, dining, laundry 
rooms, workshop, full attic for 
conversion, wood stove for cold 
snowy nights. Fish, hike, apple 
days. (769) 587-1399 / mike-
smith16777@gmail.com

MUSIC

CHRISTIAN MUSICIANS NEED-
ED  to start a band. Meet weekly, 
Saturdays & Sunday after church 
at World Beat Center. Pays $100 
per practice session. Email lasi-
boye@yahoo.com or call (619) 
753-7378

SINGER NEW TO THE AREA,  
female rock, country, blues, look-
ing for other musicians to jam/
play with. Please call or text (949) 
300-5295.

CDS, DVDS, LPS, BOOKS 
FOR SALE  I have boxes full of 
classic CDs, DVDs, a few LPs, 
cassettes, and VERY old books, 
classic sports magazines, and 
comic books for sale at $5 each. 
(619) 424-6133 / donnamack-
ersie@att.net

ROCCO SLEDGE BAND NEEDS 
DRUMMER  Rocco Sledge Band 
still cannot find the right drummer 
that can keep up with the rest of 
our band and play concert-style 
70s music. Google Rocco Sledge 
Band Videos to see if you can 
hang with us. We have a huge 
studio with professional gear/
lighting. (619) 672-2009 / paul-
berg@sbcglobal.net

LUNAR NEW YEAR @ POWAY 
LIBRARY  Come to Poway 
Library on January 28 from 1:30 
- 3:30 pm to celebrate Year of the 
Rabbit. Join us for Balloon Ani-
mals, Crafts, and Entertainment. 
Lion Dancers at 3:00 pm! tiffany.
hanson@sdcounty.ca.gov

ROOTS REGGAE SKA POP  
progrock fusion professional 
lead/rhythm guitarist for record-
ings, gigs, tours. CD/Tour credits. 
Dale Hauskins (858) 401-2973.

BAND PRACTICE STUDIO  
monthly lockout available now!! 
La Jolla, Miramar area 10:00 
am-12:00am. Sound-proofed 
rehearsal studio. Fits 5 to 6 
piece band. Central AC. $600. 
per month. Universal Sound Inc. 
(858) 401-2973

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO  
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa. 
All rooms have individual air 
conditioning, high ceilings and 
24- hour access. Monthly rooms 
available. Adder Studios, (858) 
522-9505. www.adderstudios.
com.

PETS

CAN YOU FOSTER A PET  in 
your home? Please help the San 

Diego Humane Society, filled 
beyond capacity. Thank you and 
happy new year.

SPORTS

SKI BAG/POLES  two ski boot 
bags, and duffel bag by Marker, 
$55. Men’s Descents one piece 
ski outfit, XL, $150, L, $100. (619) 
218-4031

BICYCLES

2 CRUISER STYLE BIKES  both 
for $50. Text (619) 872-8250

BIANCHI VELOCE ROAD BIKE:  
Carbon fork, light green color, 
made in Italy, purchased new, 
only ridden a few times, $650., in 
Escondido, call (760) 746-7209.

CANNONDALE F1000SL 
MOUNTAIN  Bike, ultra alumi-
num steering fork, orange-yellow 
color, purchased new-very little 
use, $450., (760) 746-7209.

MOTORCYCLES

1990 HARLEY DAVIDSON  1990 
Ultra Electra glide Harley David-
son, runs, brand-new motor in 
it with spare motor, brand new 
cases, trade for 250 dirt street 
bike, $2,900 OBO. (619) 258-
3541

2020 HARLEY DAVIDSON  XL 
1200, black. Cash price $12,000. 
Too many extras to list. (619) 
233-8300.

AUTOMOTIVE

2011 LINCOLN TOWN CAR  
Formerly used as a limousine. 
Runs great. Normal wear. Good 
tires. Black exterior. Black inte-
rior. (619) 317-0790

4 BIG FOOT ALL-TERRAIN 
TIRES:  Big-O All Terrain tires, 
M+S, LT245/75R16, mounted 
on 6 lug aluminum wheels, bal-
anced, the wheels are Sprinter 
wheels, used, $225., in Escon-
dido, call (760) 746-7209.

PLYMOUTH VALIANT 1966  
operating instructions. If you want 
more information about this, it’s 
free. Call (760) 208-3859 or (760) 
757-8480 to arrange to have it 
delivered, or you pick it up.

2016 MAZDA CX5 GRAND 
TOURING  Automatic, AWD, 
2.5L, 4 cylinder engine, 4 door, 
red metallic color, black leather 
seats, 94,700 miles, original 
owner, well cared for and main-
tained by a nurse, the reason for 
selling-the car was replaced by 
a new Tesla, $17,500 call (760) 
746-7209.

1992 BUICK LE SABRE MANU-
ALS:  GM Owners manual, GM 
service manual, GM electrical 
systems manual, Haynes repair 
manual, Chilton’s repair manual, 
all 5 for $100., (760) 746-7209.

WE BUY CARS!  We buy all type 
of cars running or not. Same 
day pickup, same day cash. No 
title, no tires, no keys, engine not 
working, check engine light on, 
running or not. 1. Call/text (619) 
484-4032, 2. Get a quote, 3. Get 
your cash.

1971 VOLKSWAGEN  MANX 
style dunebuggy body Fiberglass. 
Onroad/offroad. Street legal, 
street license 2023, clear title. 
Excellent condition, 60k miles, 
$10k value, must sell or trade. 
(760) 420-3641, San Marcos.

1987 TOYOTA PICKUP  four 
cylinder, 22r good condition, four 
speed, short bed, two doors, AC, 

all original. Runs great (619) 576-
8196, $3,995.

12 PASSENGER VAN  for rent 
$100 a day $600 a week church-
es get 10% discount mentioned 
the reader and get one day free 
with one weekly rental (619) 
233-8300.

$99 A WEEK  Toyota Corolla 
Pay cash get one extra day (619) 
233-8300.

RENTAL CAR  starting from 
$17.95 per day $99 a week 350 
a month 3006 Barnett Ave. point 
Loma open seven days a week 
trucks for rent $300 a week Toyo-
ta four runner also minivans $400 
a week 15 passenger vans $500 
a week. (619) 233-8300

RENTAL CAR AVAILABLE  also 
rent to own programs thousand 
dollars down $500 a week in-
house financing rent to own (619) 
233-8300.

RENT TO OWN  Thousand 
dollars down direct payments 
no credit check 3006 Barnett 
Avenue Open seven days a week 
from 9 to 7 (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA CAMRY  for rent $99 a 
week 350 a month pay cash get 
one day free (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA FORERUNNER  for 
rent $300 a week rent to own pro-
gram available (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA TRUCK  for rent $300 a 
week rent to own program avail-
able (619) 233-8300.

1995 GMC VANDURA 2500  
high top conversion van. TV, 
stereo, new $500 tires. Needs oil 
pump. Sell as is, $2000 or best 
offer. (619) 408-9517

1999 TOYOTA AVALON  White. 
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $2900 (619) 
233-8300.

2000 MERCURY GRAND MAR-
QUIS  Super clean, rent to own 
or for sale. Cash price $3900. 
(619) 233-8300.

2000 TOYOTA AVALON GOLD  
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $2900. (619) 
233-8300.

2001 TOYOTA CAMRY  Super 
clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $3900. (619) 
233-8300.

2005 TOYOTA TUNDRA TRUCK  
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $8900. (619) 
233-8300.

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $6900. (619) 
233-8300.

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER  
White. Super clean. Rent to own 
or for sale. Cash price $9800. 
(619) 233-8300.

2009 MERCEDES E350W  
Black. Super clean. Rent to own 
or for sale. Cash Price $6,900. 
(619) 233-8300.

2011 CHEVY CAMARO  Black. 
super clean. Rent to own or for 
sale. Cash price $17000. (619) 
233-8300.

LOOKING FOR 1990 OR 
OLDER  Ford cargo van, 
fgross0421@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

DRIVER  Drive your own mini-
van or SUV. $23-$28/ hour when 
factoring in mileage reimburse-

ment + benefits! Essential and 
stable employment. Full- & 
part-time shifts. Immediate open-
ings. (858) 444-2350, or apply 
in person: 9710 Distribution Ave. 
SD, 92121.

FLAVORIST  Metarom USA, LLC 
seeks a Flavorist with 3 years 
of professional experience in 
creating, modifying and dupli-
cating flavors for different food 
applications. Bachelor’s degree 
in chemistry and knowledge of 
organoleptic testing procedures 
required. Fluent in French and 
Spanish required. Send resume 
to Metarom USA, LLC 1725 Gil-
lespie Way, Ste. 101, El Cajon, 
CA 92020.

IN NEED OF A DOG WALK-
ER  Contact Christina, (619) 
286-3841.

PRODUCT MANAGER  Kon-
gregate Inc. seeks a Product 
Manager in San Diego, CA to 
monitor game health through 
KPIs and conduct investiga-
tions to resolve issues. Req. 
MS + 2 yrs exp or BS + 5 yrs 
exp. Salary range for position: 
$139,568.00 - $150,000.00. 100% 
telecommuting role. Reports to 
company HQ in San Diego, CA. 
Can work remotely or telecom-
mute. To apply, mail resume to: 
Kongregate, Attn: HR, 149 New 
Montgomery Street, Ste 321, San 
Francisco CA 94105. Must refer-
ence Job Title: Product Manager; 
Code: 000010. EOE.

SCHIZOPHRENIA RESEARCH 
STUDY  CNRI of San Diego 
seeking schizophrenia research 
study patients, must be drug free, 
18-60 years old. Compensation 
range from $100 per day up to 
$250 per day. Please call Travis 
(619) 706-7529. Referral num-
ber only.

SUPERVISING MEDICAL 
PHYSICIAN & OPERATIONS 
LIAISON  Curology, Inc. has an 
opening for a Supervising Medi-
cal Physician & Operations Liai-
son in San Diego, CA - position 
eligible for telecommuting. $220K 
to $260K. Resumes can be sent 
to Emily (Job#SMP), Curology, 
Inc., 353 Sacramento St, 20th Flr, 
San Francisco, CA 94111.

CAREGIVER RANCHO BER-
NARDO  We are looking for a 

woman. We need an assistance 
with daily duties for. senior man 
with minor mobility problems. 
We’ll help to get REQUIRED 
IHSS registration. Up to $20/hr 
- 65 hr/month. Ad is not for unso-
licited services or offers. (858) 
360-0388

LABORER / OCEANSIDE  I 
need someone to assist me get-
ting the rentals ready - must be 
able to follow directions. (760) 
410-6605

THIS MIGHT SOUND STRANGE  
but I’m a person looking for 
something that is personally need 
to survive in my life which is a 
portable oxygen I can’t afford 
one of them asking for help thank 
you. (619) 754-0243

AUTO PARTS SALES/DELIV-
ERY  Answer phones, give price 
quotes, help walk-up custom-
ers. Knowledge of auto parts 
a plus, but will train the right 
candidate.3-4 days per wk. Some 
delivery required, lifting up to 
50lbs. Clean DMV/CA driver’s 
license. Minimum age:18. (619) 
282-3207

PAID BLOOD DRAW STUDY  
Volunteers needed for a paid 
blood draw study. Qualified par-
ticipants will receive $80 for a 
one-time blood draw. Call today 
to learn more - (855) 367-8834. 
Volunteers must be: 20 years 
of age or older.  / recruitment@
artemis-research.com

RESEARCH STUDY  Healthy 
subjects, ages 18-65, without 
psychiatric diagnoses needed. 
Earn up to $165 Call (619) 543 
7201 for more information.

RETIRED DISABLED GENTLE-
MAN  needs assistance once 
or twice/week with housework 
in small apartment, downtown 
area. $20/hr. Call or text (619) 
403-2781.

SOCIAL MEDIA JOB WITH 
NO PAY  KNSJ 89.1 FM, FCC 
licensed, non-profit, all-volunteer 
radio station, needs social media 
person(s), professional or not. 
KNSJ is dedicated to social 
justice issues, alternative views, 
unique music. See KNSJ.org. 
Contact Tim.Taylor@KNSJ.org.

HANDYMAN/CAREGIVER  
Provider for a patient. $15/hour 
available plus room available if 
interested. Please help and call 
(619) 773-6485.

CAREGIVER (EAST COUNTY).  
Active Quadriplegic male seek-
ing PT caregiver in East County 
area (Santee/Lakeside La Mesa/
El Cajon). Must have reliable 
transportation and be depend-
able, energetic, enthusiastic, 
compassionate. Experience 
preferred but will train right 
person. Must pass fingerprint 
and background check. Proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination required. 
Duties include: personal care, 
transferring, dressing, bathing, 
grooming, cooking, cleaning, 
shopping. Please send resume or 
brief description of why you are 
an excellent candidate to agar-
ciajr14@sbcglobal.net or leave 
message at (619) 596-9343.

KAYAK/PADDLE BOARD 
DELIVERY MANAGER  in PB. 
Seeking outgoing person with 
truck who lives in Pacific Beach 
to deliver/retrieve SUPs and Kay-
aks M-F. Great, cash pay. Fun 
outside job, will learn new busi-
ness ownership skills. Call (541) 
517-0057.

LOOKING TO HIRE  a female an 
home supportive service caregiv-
er with the vehicle in San Diego 
to work Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM for a nice middle 
age senior lady. Please call no 
texting for an interview. (619) 
269-3434 as soon as possible.
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Walk ins welcome. No appointment necessary!

8027 BALBOA AVE. #B&C
858-533-8120

OIL CHANGE
Additional $5 cartridge fee. Plus tax, 
haz waste, & engine cover shield 
removal fee. Up to 5qts 10w30 oil. 
Special only for 4cyl vehicle. 6-8cyl 
vehicle does not apply.

$2495
most cars

Dents, dings, scratches? 
Now offering bodywork.

We’ll beat any written estimate!

FREE CHECK ENGINE LIGHT 
96 and up.

$49FromBRAKES
Front or rear
*Plus Labor. Prices may vary depending 
on make and model. most cars

$45RADIATOR
or Transmission Services
*Prices may vary depending on 
make and model. most cars 4 cyl.

$75TIMING BELT
Parts & Labor
*Prices may vary depending on 
make and model. most cars 4 cyl.

$95STARTERS, 
RADIATORS,  
OR ALTERNATORS
Plus labor.

most cars 4 cyl.

Recharge from

$49AC SERVICE 
Diagnostic $95

most cars

$6530K 60K 90K
Scheduled Services  
*Prices may vary depending on make 
and model.

GOOD PRICE IN TOWN!

SAVE AUTO
9280 Kearny Mesa Rd., SD 92126

(By 1-15 off Miramar Rd. next to Holiday Inn)

858-586-6666

Test Only

OIL CHANGE
4-cyl., most cars.
Up to 5 qts. 10w 30

$25

$95
$195

$195

$75

USED ENGINES & 
TRANSMISSION
+ From Labor

$899*

$799
$295

$26 75Low Prices On Body 
& Frame Work, Paint, 

Mufflers & Cat

SMOG CHECK
Most cars, plus $8.25 cert. 
Fast & convenient.
*Not a star station. From 2000 & up

TIRES ON SALE!
BRAKES from
Front or rear.
Most cars.

$50
+ Labor

$99
each

4 Wheel 
Alignment
most 4 cyl cars

HEAD GASKET
4-cyl. & most cars & 
machine extra.

FREE CHECK ENGINE LITE ‘96 & up. Most cars.

AC SERVICE
Most cars.

REPAINT BUMPER 
OR FENDER from
each. Most cars.

30K SERVICE
4-cyl., most cars.

TIMING BELT
4-cyl., most cars.

AXLE SHAFT
4-cyl., most cars. 
plus labor

Most 4 cyl. cars.



PAPERWORK HELP  Inter-
ested in helping at my home, 
computer and office work a few 
hours a week. Escondido (760) 
802-4488.

IF YOU HAVE A PSYCHIATRIC 
DIAGNOSIS  and want to do a 
paid research study, call (760) 
468-2855 and ask for Donald.

HAVE A SPARE BEDROOM?  
Earn a competitive stipend caring 
for an adult with a developmental 
disability in your home. www.
MentorsWanted.com. (858) 
694-0120.

JOBS WANTED

FULL-TIME POSITION W/ BEN-
EFITS  Looking for full-time work 
preferably with benefits. My last 
occupation was a Field Rep II 
Tech in the pest control industry. 
I have a clean driving record, I 
am up to staying in pest control 
(7 yrs exp.) or learning a new 
trade that’s challenging. (760) 
916-2204

PART-TIME WORK AT HOME  I 
am rejoining the workforce after 
being a homemaker for 3 years. 
Lots of experience in transcrib-
ing, typing, working with children, 
office/clerical work. My last job 
was a delivery driver. Want entry 
level remote position with some 
benefits. (760) 705-8457 / lutz.
jenn@gmail.com

I AM SEEKING TEMP TYPE 
EMPLOYMENT.  Please contact 
Greg at (858) 282-5937 or text.

GERIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER  
will drive to doctors appoint-
ments & hospital appointments, 
will provide companionship, 
grocery shopping, prepare light 
meals. Please call Carol at (858) 
525-1154.

FULL TIME JOB WANTED  by 
High school/College graduate 
healthy 64 male southern Cali-
fornian vaccinated, with reliable 
transportation. Seeking steady 
full-time employment in Miramar, 
La Jolla, Solana Beach, Carls-
bad, north county. Dale Hauskins 
(858) 401-2973.

WANTED / TRADE

SEARCHING FOR OLD TUBE 
STEREOS  I am an electronics 
hobbyist, and I am looking for 
1960’s vintage, Tube Type Stereo 
Components to refurbish, such as 
Fisher, Scott, McIntosh, Dynaco 
& More. Maybe it is stored away 
in the Attic or Garage. I pay cash, 
so please call Jack (619) 296-
3100.  / jack22@cox.net

BUYING GARBAGE PAIL KIDS 
CARDS  Cash for 1st and 2nd 
series Garbage Pail Kids (1-83 
a & b) and full sets, unopened 
boxes. San Dieigo local. (832) 
651-8302 / ashscoot@aol.com

BUYING OLD BASEBALL 
CARDS  Buying old baseball and 
other sports/non-sports cards. 
Pre-1980 preferred but buying 
more modern stars and rook-
ies. Cash paid. San Diego local. 
Comics, autographs, memorabilia 
too. (832) 651-8302 / ashscoot@
aol.com

LARGE STUDIO  w/kitchen/
bath, in exchange for caretak-
ing large pool/extensive, tropical 
landscaping. Live on old estate. 
Experience required. Tetx (760) 
472-9127.

I PAY CASH FOR VINYL 
RECORDS  Turntables, music 
memorabilia and other cool 
artifacts. Top dollar paid. (602) 
460-0040

FOUR INCH STEEL PIPE 
WANTED  I’m looking for 4 inch 28
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I was sitting on South Fortuna Peak, picking 
the mud out of my trail runners with a stick, 
when I heard a voice from behind me ask, 
“Are you doing the 5-Peak Challenge, son?”

I pulled out an earbud and spun around to 
see an elderly man with a white beard and 
a wide-brimmed hat, leaning on his trekking 
poles. His face was rosy and his eyes friendly.

“I am,” I said with a grin. “What gave 
it away?”

“Well, your clothes are soaked, and you got 
more mud on you than a wild hog.”

I looked at the back of my legs, which were 
flecked with specks of clay, then laughed. 
“Yeah, I’m doing the challenge in one go 
by foot.”

“At once? Well, that’s quite the endeavor.”
“Thank you,” I said. “I know these peaks 

pretty well and wanted to ring in the new year 
with a challenge.”

“That’s as good a reason as any,” said the 
man. “I did the challenge myself a few years 
back, but over the course of a few months.” 
He nodded to the 5-Peak Challenge pin that 
was hanging off his backpack strap. It looked 
exactly like the one I had in my desk drawer. 

“Well, it’s not a race,” I replied. “What mat-
ters is that you enjoy doing it.”

The man nodded, and his eyes seemed to 
twinkle. Then he asked where I started my hike.

I pointed at Cowles Mountain and said, “On 
the backside at the Barker Way Trailhead. I 
went up the fire road to avoid the crowd. Then I 
jogged over to Pyles Peak before turning around 
and heading down the frontside of Cowles.”

“How far is that?” he asked.
“Oh, a little under six miles, with an eleva-

tion gain of just under 2000 feet.”
A breeze twirled by and a thin ray of light 

peered through the clouds. “And how many 
peaks do you have left?” he inquired.

“One. From Cowles, I jogged past the Visi-
tor Center along Father Junipero Serra until I 

got to the dam. Then I went up Oak Canyon 
to the Fortuna Saddle and hiked straight to 
the top of North Fortuna. I decided it would be 
easier to do that third, since it was a steeper 
incline. Then I turned around and crossed the 
saddle to get here.”

“That’s what, another eight miles?” 
he asked.

“About seven. But the elevation gain isn’t 
as steep, it’s only 1400 feet or so.”

“And now you only have one more to go,” 
he said while turning to look across the val-
ley toward Kwaay Paay (kweye pie) Peak. We 
chatted for a bit longer, but my knees were 
starting to stiffen, so I got up to signal that 
it was time to go. The man offered to snap a 
photo of me on the peak with my phone, which 
I agreed to; then I thanked him and said good-
bye before going on my way.

It was a gray day and the trail was slick. Win-
ter had just arrived, but a hint of spring was 
beginning to poke through the earth, thanks 
to the recent rainstorms. I had walked back to 
the Fortuna Saddle and was peering down the 
long sloping path before me. It was steep and 
muddy, and I was concerned about my tired feet, 
which had grown cold and numb while resting 
on South Fortuna. Burdened by fatigue, I took 
one cautious step down the muddy hil,l then 
another. The effort was slow and tedious, but I 

arrived at the bottom without incident — only to 
suddenly lose my footing and fall flat on my face.

Sitting there like a worm in the mud, I sat 
and wondered whether I should just give up, 
when beside me, I saw a tiny blade of grass 
sticking through the soil. It stood against the 
breeze, reaching for the sun, and in my exhaus-
tion, I could hear it cheering me on in a soft 
voice. I sat there a while longer without grace 
or pride, watching the clouds roll in, then I 
picked myself up and wandered into Oak Can-
yon like a tired coyote limping into the brush.

There I met a shallow stream that I walked 
alongside before stopping at a small waterfall 
to wash myself. Some kids ran over and began 
splashing around below me in a swimming hole. 
Their parents clutched their coffee cups with 
concern and hissed at the kids to not get too 
close to me. As the mud washed off me, I 
flashed the parents an amused smile before 
starting on the path again in a light jog, gliding 
over wet stones and passing under century-old 
oak trees. The sound of my footsteps was muf-
fled by damp leaves, and a fine mist obscured 
the path. Hikers drifted by with wonder on their 
faces as they took in the canyon’s beauty.

Passing the Old Mission Dam, I lifted my 
tired eyes up to Kwaay Paay, its peak hidden in 
the clouds. Chaparral lined its steep hills, out 
of which I saw the trail spooling like a winding 
ribbon. I did not feel intimidated. Instead, my 
heart grew light and I greeted my old friend 
once more with renewed strength. Years of 
hiking up the mountain had led to familiarity, 
then affection, and finally deep respect.

I had climbed Kwaay Paay hundreds of 
times, until it was no longer a place to visit, 
but a constant beacon of light that helped 
me weather the storms of my life. Like a ship 
seeking a lighthouse, I was drawn to the peak  
because it allowed me to navigate the currents 
of my life more clearly. With each ascent up 

the mountain, I faced my limitations, which 
gave way to an expanse of emotions ranging 
from frustration to joy. As I grew stronger, the 
emotions became more subtle and complex, 
and over time, I began to distinguish these 
delicate feelings, until I saw them as a series 
of bewildering colors that collided and splin-
tered across an endless spectrum of light — 
and that no one color defined me.

The mountain became a torch to guide me, 
and gradually, I began to see that its light 
wasn’t constant, but flickered with its own sub-
tleties. The more I gazed into this ever-burning 
flame, the more I saw that it too consisted of 
a tapestry of colors that changed with every 
passing day, through every passing season, 
from the sweltering summer at sunset to the 
freshness of spring at sunrise, and that like 
me, the mountain was entangled from begin-
ning to end in its own colorful threads of light; 
until at last I understood that all those pretty 
colors were the sum of one light that had hid-
den itself in a sea of beautiful moments, as if 
they were shining through a glass prism. Many 
of those moments I had seen, but I knew there 
would be many more that I did not. And as I 
stood on the frontier of my awareness and 
peered into oblivion, I wondered what beautiful 
and fiery sunrises and sunsets the mountain 
had witnessed across the seasons of my life 
that I had not the sight to see.

When I reached the peak, the mountain 
evoked a new color and I was embraced by a 
silent sorrow; the kind which you can find on 
the last page of a good book. My challenge 
was done. I didn’t fall to my knees with tears 
of joy, and no one patted me on the back. 
Instead, my knees throbbed, my shoulders 
ached, and my legs quivered. The adventure 
was over, so I turned around and let the moun-
tain guide me home.

— Ryan Brothers

ROAM

A quiet Father Junipero Serra road.

5 PEAKS OF MISSION TRAILS
Located in San Carlos, the 5-Peak Challenge is a very strenuous hike. Given its length 
of 17 miles and an elevation gain of around 4300 feet, the hike will take most people 

6 to 9 hours if they try in one day. Dogs are allowed but not recommended.

Distance from downtown San Diego: 13 miles
Hike length: 17 miles • Difficulty: Very Strenuous • Season: Year-Round

Looking up at Kwaay Paay.
Me on South Fortuna, 

photo by the old guy.

The tower is barely visible on a cloudy Cowles Mountain.



PAPERWORK HELP  Inter-
ested in helping at my home, 
computer and office work a few 
hours a week. Escondido (760) 
802-4488.

IF YOU HAVE A PSYCHIATRIC 
DIAGNOSIS  and want to do a 
paid research study, call (760) 
468-2855 and ask for Donald.

HAVE A SPARE BEDROOM?  
Earn a competitive stipend caring 
for an adult with a developmental 
disability in your home. www.
MentorsWanted.com. (858) 
694-0120.

JOBS WANTED

FULL-TIME POSITION W/ BEN-
EFITS  Looking for full-time work 
preferably with benefits. My last 
occupation was a Field Rep II 
Tech in the pest control industry. 
I have a clean driving record, I 
am up to staying in pest control 
(7 yrs exp.) or learning a new 
trade that’s challenging. (760) 
916-2204

PART-TIME WORK AT HOME  I 
am rejoining the workforce after 
being a homemaker for 3 years. 
Lots of experience in transcrib-
ing, typing, working with children, 
office/clerical work. My last job 
was a delivery driver. Want entry 
level remote position with some 
benefits. (760) 705-8457 / lutz.
jenn@gmail.com

I AM SEEKING TEMP TYPE 
EMPLOYMENT.  Please contact 
Greg at (858) 282-5937 or text.

GERIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER  
will drive to doctors appoint-
ments & hospital appointments, 
will provide companionship, 
grocery shopping, prepare light 
meals. Please call Carol at (858) 
525-1154.

FULL TIME JOB WANTED  by 
High school/College graduate 
healthy 64 male southern Cali-
fornian vaccinated, with reliable 
transportation. Seeking steady 
full-time employment in Miramar, 
La Jolla, Solana Beach, Carls-
bad, north county. Dale Hauskins 
(858) 401-2973.

WANTED / TRADE

SEARCHING FOR OLD TUBE 
STEREOS  I am an electronics 
hobbyist, and I am looking for 
1960’s vintage, Tube Type Stereo 
Components to refurbish, such as 
Fisher, Scott, McIntosh, Dynaco 
& More. Maybe it is stored away 
in the Attic or Garage. I pay cash, 
so please call Jack (619) 296-
3100.  / jack22@cox.net

BUYING GARBAGE PAIL KIDS 
CARDS  Cash for 1st and 2nd 
series Garbage Pail Kids (1-83 
a & b) and full sets, unopened 
boxes. San Dieigo local. (832) 
651-8302 / ashscoot@aol.com

BUYING OLD BASEBALL 
CARDS  Buying old baseball and 
other sports/non-sports cards. 
Pre-1980 preferred but buying 
more modern stars and rook-
ies. Cash paid. San Diego local. 
Comics, autographs, memorabilia 
too. (832) 651-8302 / ashscoot@
aol.com

LARGE STUDIO  w/kitchen/
bath, in exchange for caretak-
ing large pool/extensive, tropical 
landscaping. Live on old estate. 
Experience required. Tetx (760) 
472-9127.

I PAY CASH FOR VINYL 
RECORDS  Turntables, music 
memorabilia and other cool 
artifacts. Top dollar paid. (602) 
460-0040

FOUR INCH STEEL PIPE 
WANTED  I’m looking for 4 inch 

I.D. thick wall steel pipe that is 10 
feet long or longer. If you have 
pipe that is reasonably priced 
or if it is old I will pick it up and 
haul it away for free. (760) 746-
7209 the phone is a landline, 
no texting.

SOLAR PANELS WANTED  I’m 
looking for solar panels that are 
reasonably priced or if they are 
old I will haul them away for free. 
I’m setting up an off grid system 
not connected to the electric 
grid. Let me know what you have, 
(760) 746-7209.

BUYING RECORDS, CAS-
SETTES,  CDs, Tubes. Cash 
paid for LP & 45 records, vintage 
stereos/speakers, cassettes/
blank cassettes, CDs, vacuum 
tubes, reel tapes, 8-tracks. 
Brands include McIntosh, 
Marantz, Sansui, Fisher, Scott, 
Pioneer, JBL, Altec, Tannoy, 
Western Electric & more. Also 
buying Sports & Non-sports 
cards. I come to you! Call/Text 
(619) 889-5237.

OB SPACEMAN PAINTINGS 
WANTED  Private collector seek-
ing any and all of his art. Con-
tact me at clintcarycosmicart@
gmail.com or call or text (619) 
684-0127.

I BUY OLD GUITARS AND  gui-
tar amps. Working or not. Call me 
(619) 279-7833.

NEED MONEY?  I pay cash for 
comic books and come to you, 
(619) 933-6275.

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD  
coins and bars. Call me (619) 
279-7833.

WANTED: OLD SLOT 
CARS.  Or old toys. Cell/text 
#619-279-7833.

GOT ANY OLD SURFBOARDS?  
I pay cash. I come to you. Cell/
text (619) 806-6703

SEWING MACHINES  I buy 
Singer 221 Featherweight sew-
ing machines. Cell/text (619) 
806-6703

I BUY SAXOPHONES  trumpets, 
trombone, tuba, flute, clarinet. 
Or? Or any old band instruments. 
Call (619) 279-7833.

WANTED:  Speakers, amps and 
other old stereo gear! The most 
cash paid always! Brands like 
JBL, Altec, McIntosh, Marantz 
and more! Call 1(619)-303-8031; 
e-mail JBL@cox.net.

OLD DRUM SETS AND CYM-
BALS  Cash paid. Also any old or 
new band instruments. Call (619) 
280-2075.

I BUY OLDER STEREO GEAR  
I got cash and I’ll drive to you. 
Call or text me for pictures (619) 
279-7833.

WILL PAY CASH…  For records, 
CDs, DVDs, and clothes. Profes-
sional Singing Lessons available. 
Musicians Wanted. Call Jeff 
Clark, (858) 382-7396.

GARAGE SALES

TOOLS, FURNITURE, MISC  
house is full of stuff, I want to sell 
everything for best offer. Tools 
for body work, paint, mechanics. 
Spray guns, lot’s of stuff. (619) 
799-5503, Leo.

MIRA MESA GARAGE SALE  
Women’s sweaters, men’s sports 
hats, men’s t shirts, various sci-fi 
convention souvenir books and 
posters, knick-knak’s. By appoint-
ment only. Call (858) 693-3409, 
evenings.

FOR SALE

ARTISTIC MEMORIALS FOR 
ASHES  Cremation urns with the 
best possible designs and crafts 
is available at shop.coffinsup-
plies.co.uk. We work on getting 
the best handmade cremation 
memorials. We strive to keep your 
memories alive with our ashes 
urns. office.rememberforever@
gmail.com

AUDIO STEREO EQUIPMENT  
Two record player turn tables, 
best offer. Todd at (619) 313-0705.

BEAUTIFUL RED SWIVEL BAR 
STOOL  This heavy duty counter 
height (25”) barstool is very sturdy 
and well constructed. It has com-
fortable 3” foam pad on seat & 
backrest. Black steel frame con-
struction & legs. Like new and in 
excellent condition. $60. Text or 
email for more info/pics. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

BLACK SQUARE MIRROR (24”X 
24”)  This good looking contem-
porary wall mirror with gold trim-
ming would compliment a nice 
home or office. Actual mirror size 
is 17.75”x 17.75”). Heavy duty 
hanging hardware is included. 
Clean and in good condition. $25. 
Text or email for more info/pics. 
(619) 796-5510 / cadbcsd@gmail.
com

CAMERA COLLECTION  Agfa, 
Argus, Kodak, Leica, Zeiss. $300. 
(760) 757-5445

MISC FOR SALE  Small, 
freestanding wine refrigerator 
$75 obo. White, brass daybed 
with  trundle, rose design $l00 
obo. Please text or call (760) 
835-0322.

MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIR  
Merits brand, model P326A. New, 
unused in the box, all acces-
sories, manual, (213) 561-7487 
appt, Judy.

TABLE LAMP METAL CYLIN-
DER BODY  The body of this 
unique table lamp is 4.5” in diam-
eter and 12” tall. The cream soft 
deep drum linen shade is 10.75” in 
top & bottom diameter & 9.25” on 
the side. Modern and good look-
ing. Very good condition. $20. 
Text or email for more info/pic-

tures. (619) 800-5568 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

WOMEN’S WINTER CLOTHING  
extra large to plus size leather 
jackets, coats, jeans, sweaters, 
skirts, boots, shoes, handbags. 
$20 or best, excellent condition. 
Please call (619) 269-3434.”

BROWN & GOLD VINTAGE 
DESK LAMP  This classical desk 
lamp has twin fluorescent lamps 
(1 working), flexible gooseneck, 
and a rocker on/off switch on the 
base. Minor cracks on shade are 
covered with tapes. The lamp is in 
good working condition. $25. Text 
or email for more info/pics. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL-
ING MACHINE  This “Lean Mean 
Fat Reducing” grill (9”x10”) has 
nonstick cooking surfaces on top 
and bottom and can grill burgers, 
steaks, chicken, seafood and veg-
etables. Simple plug-in electric. 
Good working condition. $8. Text 
or email for more info or pictures. 
(619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.
com

SOLID BAMBOO FLOORING 
22 SQ FT  This tongue & groove 
solid flooring is made from natural 
bamboo in Toast finish. It is dura-
ble, scratch & dent resistant. 23 
pieces (out of 24 in a full box) of 
3.75”x 37.75”x 5/8”. New in excel-
lent condition. $35. Text or email 
for more info/pics. (619) 796-5680 
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

VINTAGE SOLID WOOD MIR-
ROR  This mirror (31-3/4”x 16”x 
1-7/8”) with 3/8” wood frame 
weighs 18.5 lb. Hanging hardware 
not included. The glass is 1/2” 
thick & has some dark spots, 
scratches and discoloration which 
reflect its vintage nature. $20. Text 
or email for more info/pics. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

COSBY, STILLS, AND NASH 
RECORD  $30 (858) 262-0592

GREAT HITS OF THE 60S 
RECORD  $15 (858) 262-0592

KENNY ROGERS RECORD  
We’ve Got Tonight album. Call for 
price and details. (858) 262-0592

MCDS HAPPY MEAL TOY COL-
LECTION  Over 30 year collection 
of unopened happy meal toys 
with over 2000 toys including 
many many completed sets from 
1990 to present. For sale to best 
reasonable offer. (619) 694-9473. 
Bob8acookie@yahoo.com

SEALS AND CROFTS RECORD  
$15. We have 1000s of records. 
Call for details. (858) 262-0592

SEALS & CROFTS RECORD  
Greatest Hits record. $8 (858) 
262-0592

VINTAGE JOURNEY RECORD  
$20 (858) 262-0592

WILLIE NELSON STARDUST  
record for sale $10 (858) 262-
0592

SILK FLOWERS IN CHAM-
PAGNE VASE  3 attractive 
arrangements available: $8 each, 
$22 for set of 3, $30 for set of 
4, or $78 for all 11 vases. Great 
for special events and functions. 
Vases are 3” in diameter (top 
opening & bottom base) and 10” 
tall. Text or email for more info/
pictures. (619) 796-5680 / cadbc-
sd@gmail.com

VINTAGE TABLE LAMP BRASS 
BODY  This 29” lamp is quite 
beautiful with a soft pleated linen 
shade (7.5” top, 17.5” bottom & 
11.5” side). It has some fabric 
tears on the back. The body has 
some discoloration which reflects 
its vintage nature. $25. Text or 
email for more info/pictures. (619) 
796-5510 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

MISC FOR SALE  I am selling 
the following items: a couple of 
brand new clocks, blue v-tech 
house phone laundry basket fancy 
candle holder. I am also selling 
three pairs of brand new pants 
never worn and a belt also never 
worn pants size 38x30 call (619) 
450-7914.

AUTO JACK STANDS  steel, set 
of 4 for $50. (760) 757-5445.

AUTO MUSEUM TICKETS  
Peterson Auto Museum tickets, 2 
for $50. (760) 757-5445.

CASINO GIFTS I WON  Really 
cheap, the more you buy, the bet-
ter deal you get. Kitchen stuff, etc, 
new in boxes. (760) 747-1013

CATERING TYPE PANS  stain-
less steel, square, rectangle, mul-
tiple different depths, some with 

lids, some with handles, some 
with holes to steam. $60 and less, 
(760) 749-8266.

COACH  large 14 x 11 x 6 black 
diaper, multi use travel tote bag. 
Neoprene, 5975 Hamptons, no 
changing pad, very nice condition, 
$45. Elaine (858) 674-7213.

DOMBECK DRUM  21inch tall 
Dombek drum with wooden base 
in excellent condition $250 or 
best offer. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

ELECTRIC HOTPLATE  still in 
the box $20. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

HIGH BIAS CASSETTE TAPES  
can be used for recording ten 
cents each. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

MISCELLANEOUS  surfboards, 
skateboards, bicycle, DVDs, more. 
All offers considered. Call (619) 
296-4065.

PORTABLE CD PLAYER  with 
headphones and charger, still in 
the box $40. Contact Paul (619) 
222-0278.

VTECH LANDLINE PHONE  with 
built in answering machine $20. 
Contact Paul (619) 222-0278.

BEAUTIFUL SOLID WOOD BOX  
This vintage box (5.5”x 3.5”x 2” 
high) with a hinged lid is nicely 
stained and varnished. It can be 
a wonderful storage place for 
jewelry, tarot, oils, arts & crafts, 
sewing supplies, and other lovely 
things. $15. Text or email for more 
info/pictures. (619) 796-5510 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

C.CRANE FERRITE AM ANTEN-
NA  Powerful AM twin coil ferrite 
antenna pulls in distant radio 
stations. Brand new condition 
and wrapped. All accessories 
included. $35. (619) 664-2146

DEADBASE X  Complete guide to 
Grateful Dead concerts and song 
lists. Hardcover, complete, excel-
lent condition, 596pp. Sells used 
for $220 and up online. $75. (619) 
664-2146

RIGID 1/4 SHEET SANDER  
Moderately used and well main-
tained, the magnetic motor runs 
like new, providing 14,000 oscilla-
tions per minute. Includes carrying 
case. $25. (619) 664-2146

SHOPSMITH MARK V MULTI-
TOOL  Includes table saw, band 
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Become part of a network of Mentors in the San Diego area. 
Receive 24/7 support from our dedicated team of 
professionals and $1200 - $2600 per month

Call Carissa or Tara today to learn more MentorsWanted.com
858.694.0120

Make A Positive Difference From Home
caring for an adult with special needs.

— Ryan Brothers

Looking up at Kwaay Paay.

The tower is barely visible on a foggy Cowles Mountain.



saw, scroll saw, lathe, belt sander, 
jointer, dust collector, many extra 
parts & accessories plus an 
additional table for mounting tools 
when not in use, excellent condi-
tion, $975., call (760) 746-7209.

WORKING TANDY  1400 LT 
Powers up, DOS prompt, floppy 
disk, manuals, power supply carry 
case, clean as new stuson1954@
gmail.com.

1980S HE MAN RECORD  tote 
box. (619) 291-3000

BRAND NEW CRUTCHES 5’2”-
5’10”  These Guardian crutches 
are for short adults up to 300 
lbs. with push-button height 
adjustment & wing-nut hand grip 
adjustment, comfortable crutch 
pads and hand grips w/ non-skip 
tips. Brand new and never used. 
$20. Text or email for more info/
pics. (619) 796-5680 / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

HANGING PLUG-IN PENDANT 
LIGHT  This beautiful pendant 
light has bronze trim and glass 
shade with 25 ft. plug-in cord & 8 
ft. chain. $45. Another matching 
light (some discoloration on trim) 
is available for $30. Both glass 
shades are excellent. Text or 
email for more info/pictures. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

MASTERS OF THE UNIVERSE 
HE MAN  action figure case. (619) 
291-3000

OLD MARVEL COMIC BOOKS  
Old 1970s-1980s Marvel comic 
books, different prices. (619) 291-
3000

OSCILLOSCOPES:  Hickok 
model 5002A, three oscillo-
scopes, I don’t have probes, all 
three for only $150., total price, 
call (760) 746-7209.

PEXTO SHEAR, MODEL 269A  
Pexto trim tab shear, 4 inch wide 
cutting blade, 16 inch depth, 20 
gauge maximum thickness of 
material being sheared, it was 
used to shear small pieces of alu-
minum, mounted on heavy duty 
stand, $375., call (760) 746-7209.

TOY VW BUS  1:25 scale Toy 
VW Bus by Maisto $35. (619) 
291-3000

VINTAGE SPIDER MAN COOKIE 
BOX  $39. (619) 291-3000

WONDER WOMAN COFFEE 
MUG  $22. (619) 291-3000

1980S USA FOR AFRICA 
SWEATER  Vintage t-shirts 
for sale - call (619) 291-3000 
for details!

BLACK & DECKER ELECTRIC 
EDGER  This corded electric 
edger has a high-torque motor 
and an edge guide that converts 

the edger to a trencher. It features 
a 7-1/2” blade with 3/16” thickness 
with adjustable depth. Very good 
condition. $35. Text or email for 
more info and/or pictures. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

ECTO-1A GHOSTBUSTERS 
TOY CAR  Call (619) 291-3000 for 
more details and availability.

HOMER SIMPSON DOLL $25  
Call (619) 291-3000 for more 
details and availability.

KIRBY SENTRIA VACUUM 
SHAMPOOER  Kirby complete 
whole-home care includes 
upright & canister cleaners and 
carpet shampoo system capable 
of vacuuming carpets or floors, 
shampooing carpets, and a whole 
lot more. Clean & in good working 
condition. $175. Text or email for 
more info/pics. (619) 796-5680 / 
cadbcsd@gmail.com

OLD E.T. TOY VAN  Call (619) 
291-3000 for more details 
and availability.

OLD JILL SCOTT T-SHIRT  Vin-
tage t-shirts for sale - call (619) 
291-3000 for details!

OLD SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 
SHIRT  Vintage t-shirts for sale - 
call (619) 291-3000 for details!

OLD TONKA TOY TRUCK  Call 
(619) 291-3000 for more details 
and availability.

SAN DIEGO SUPERCHARGERS 
TEE  Vintage t-shirts for sale - call 
(619) 291-3000 for details!

SOLAR PANEL MOUNTING 
SYSTEM  Universal mount holds 
10 large solar panels, can be 
used when roofs aren’t suitable 
for mounting solar panels, can 
be used to power an off grid 
EV charging station, if your roof 
is shaded by trees or needs 
repair, excellent, $2,600., (760) 
746-7209.

WOOD JEWELRY BOX W/ 
GLASS LID  This beautiful solid 
wood jewelry box (10.5”x 6.5” x 
3” high) has 6 top compartments 
and an open bottom storage. The 
lid looks very nice with clear glass 
framed by wood molding. Very 
good condition. $25. Text or email 
for more information or pictures. 
(619) 800-5568 / cadbcsd@gmail.
com

2 STOCK STEW POTS, 5 & 6.5 
QT  These classic black stock 
stew pots / Dutch ovens with glass 
lids are in very good condition 
with no scratches on the nonstick 
coating. They come with 2 heat 
resistant handles which remain 
cool while cooking. $35. Text or 
email for more info/pictures. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

4 BEAUTIFUL NEW INTERIOR 
DOORS  Premium knotty alder, 

solid wood, mfg. by Craftsmen 
In Wood in Arizona, 1-3/4” x 3’ 
x 8’, no hinges or handles, they 
are extra doors from my remodel, 
I paid $1,500. each, selling for 
$750. each, (760) 746-7209.

BLACK SPORTS/ GYM/ DUFFEL 
BAG  Marksign bag (17”x 14”x 
11”) is good looking, versatile, and 
very durable. It has zippers on top 
and all around with 2 side pock-
ets. Mesh materials for maximum 
ventilation. Never used in excel-
lent condition. $15. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

BOOK COLLECTION - 570 
BOOKS:  238 hardcover & 67 
softcover, about 264 cookbooks, 
some hardcover & some softcov-
er, selling all for $390., no haggle 
price, (760) 746-7209.

SCHULTZFORM SLOTFORMER 
SF12  For Cabinet makers, used 
to bend laminates for countertops, 
purchased new for $5,000., it was 
used once-like new condition, sell-
ing for $2,900., (760) 746-7209.

WRIST REST MOUSEPAD CAL-
CULATOR  This 7.5”x 11.5” Gel 
mouse pad calculator with comfort 
wrist rest is designed to allevi-
ate pressure from your wrists. It 
is solar or battery powered with 
easy to read display. Brand new in 
sealed plastic. $15. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 796-
5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

HEAVY DUTY LAWN CORING 
AERATOR  This Yard Butler pow-
der coated steel aerator is 36.5” 
tall with 9” cushioned handles. A 
firm step onto the foot bar of the 
aerator will remove two 3.5”x 0.5” 
plugs to loosen compacted soil. 
Excellent condition. $25. Text or 
email for more info/pics. (619) 
796-5680 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

SWOOPER SIDEKICK TENNIS 
TOOL  is a fork shaped, hand 
size, light weight device. It easily 
fits on the top of any tennis racket. 
It helps you to retrieve tennis 
balls off the court without bend-
ing, kneeling or squatting, fun for 
everyone. (619) 292-3649 / sstan-
david@aol.com

VINTAGE GOLD & BROWN 
MIRROR  The beautiful ornate 
wooden frame (10-1/4”x 10-1/4” & 
7/8” to 1-3/8” thick) of this mirror 
(4-5/8”x 4-5/8”) is very beautiful & 
decorative. The mirror is in excel-
lent condition with no scratches 
or blemishes. $25. Text or email 
for more info/pictures. (619) 800-
5568 / cadbcsd@gmail.com

PLAYGROUND STATION  Excel-
lent condition. Price in store is 
$6,000. I’m selling it for $2,800. 
Wood strong playground. Claudia 
Solano (619) 600-1558.

WASHER/DRYER STACK  space 
saver, full size! GE cream color, 
like new, excellent condition, $399 
firm. (619) 466-8663

NEW QUEEN MATTRESS $300  
Sleepy rest firm queen prime. 
Paid $500. Cash only. You pickup 
Mapaul16@gmail.com.

BRAND NEW VANS HIGHTOP  
suede, light mint green, lace up 
front, zipper back, $25. (619) 
601-3591.

FOX RACING  titan sport jacket 
with body armor, for offroad 
sports, etc. Size L, nice condition. 
Call for more info, price. (619) 
791-0278

ARIAT WESTERN BOOTS  New, 
2 women’s pairs, size 6-6.5 Both 
for $50, text (619) 872-8250.

CHEAP USED BUILDING SUP-
PLIES  Three interior doors, 
two large mirrors, double glass 
windows with frames, best offers. 
(760) 749-8266

BELLY DANCE CLOTHING  
assortment, veils, waist bands, 
jewelry, vests, veils, many colors, 
assorted varieties and prices. 
$60-$100 or pick and choose. Call 
(619) 101-3591.

COMFORTER  duvet fit full 
to queen bed, reversible pink 
lavender, gently used in guest 
room, good condition, non-
smoking home $15. Telephone 
1-858-484-4483.

DRIVE SHOWER HANDLE  
brand new in box, $25. (619) 601-
3591

DRIVE WALKER  brand new, 
used one. 500 pounds max, $100. 
Call (619) 601-3591.

WWII GUN RIFLE BOX  Excellent 
condition, original lining and wax 
paper, $75 or best offer. Call (619) 
601-3591.

BRAND NEW RED TRICYCLE  
for sale. For photos, please text 
(858) 733-0770.

PAASCHE VJR AIRBRUSH  with 
hose and D-1/4HP ‘studio quiet’ 
compressor plus’50s vintage, 
hardcover, illustrated instruction 
book. Used twice. Excellent con-
dition. $100 (760) 472-9127

DENTAL LABORATORY EQUIP-
MENT  and supplies. Two porce-
lain furnaces with pump, vacuum 
investor, model grinder, casting 
machine, porcelain hand tools, 
articulators, and miscellaneous 
items. Make offer. This is no 
longer a business, we are out of 
business. Call (619) 443-5682.

AUTO GPS  vehicle device by 
Garmin, $175 OBO. (619) 282-
5105

CEILING LIGHTS  Baffle rings, 
16 in all, white, good condition, 
can be resprayed or painted. $5 
each, good deal. Penasquitos. 
(858) 484-4483.

DINNERWARE  20 piece china 
set, like new, dishwasher and 
microwave safe, pretty pattern, 
$25 for set. (619) 282-5105

MISC FOR SALE  drones from 
$11, stun gun/flashlight combina-
tion $20, all brand new. Grow 
lights. Text for prices and pictures. 
(619) 850-3264

LAUNDRY HAMPER  New. Must 
sell. Cylindrical (round) off-white 
cream color hamper is 21 inches 
high, 12 1/2 inches in diameter. 
It has a lid on it. Fits most bath-
rooms. For more info call (858) 
693-3409, evenings.

ASSORTMENT OF WOMEN’S 
SWEATERS  for the winter. Brand 
new. Sizes small to medium, 
solid as well as stripes, some 
with pockets and can be worn as 

jacket. Please call (858) 693-3409 
for more details.

TV SMARTBOX  (619) 850-3264 
Every channel on the planet. UFC, 
pay-per-view movies, TV shows, 
no satellite on your roof, no cable 
bills, free demo, money back 
guaranteed $300.

VANITY LIGHTS  for bathroom, 
wall mounted, 8 bulb bar, bevelled 
glass, was custom ordered, good 
condition, ideal for rental. $15 
1-858-484-4483 Rancho Penas-
quitos area.

SERVICES

ROOFING  all types of roof 
repair. I fix any leak, flat roofs, 
commercial, residential. (619) 907-
3077, Chris.

APPLE/WINDOWS COMPUTER 
REPAIR  Desktops, laptops, Mac-
book, iMac, internet, routers, WiFi, 
printers. Serving all of San Diego. 
Same day appointment. northpark-
computers.com (619) 299-2407

FREE PEST ADVICE!  Don’t let 
“gold-digging” companies take 
your money before getting a sec-
ond opinion for free. Call me for 
advice on crawling insects and 
rodents and what really should be 
done. (760) 916-2204

ENDODONTIC PKG FOR ONLY 
$820  The package includes root 
canal, post & crown. We are locat-
ed 8 min from the border in Tijua-
na, English spoken, we also have 
secure parking and its completely 
free. Visit us: Blvd.Aguacaliente 
#8582-201/AAVVSMILEDESIGN-
ERS.COM or call at(619)356-6092 
(619) 356-6092 / clau.blanco.82@
gmail.com

ELENAS COLON CARE SPE-
CIAL!!  We offer Colon Hydro-
therapy! We can help you with 
weight loss, speeding up your 
metabolism, constipation, gas 
and many more! We are open 
Tuesday-Thursday 10am-6pm. 
1281 University Ave Suite D, San 
Diego CA 92103. (619) 247-3433. 
By appointment only. elenascol-
oncare.website2.me/  / elena_gi@
hotmail.com

FULL BODY MASSAGE  from 
head to toe. Reasonable rates, call 
Tony (562) 587-4417.

SUNLIGHT LANDSCAPING 
MAINTENANCE  General yard 
cleanups. Water damage repair, 
lawn service, irrigation systems, 
sprinkler installation and repair, 
valve installation, tree services, 
grass installation, retaining walls, 
block walls, artificial turf installa-
tion, fencing, drains. Fully insured. 
(619) 379-3837.

CAR & RV DETAILING  We come 
to you, we have many services. 
Wash & wax, interior/exterior 
detail, complete detail. Call for 
prices 1-858-610-1970. (858) 610-
1970 / jaime73be06@gmail.com

TOP ASIAN REAL ESTATE 
BROKER  25 years of experience 
with residential and commercial 
real estate, we can give you excel-
lent service. Let us know your real 
estate needs. Message us now. 
bao.ultranmarketing@gmail.com

2023 50% OFF SALE  Welcome 
to Black Wolf Tactical Sports! 
Where we bring the battle to you! 
We are San Diego’s premiere 
mobile tactical battle game play 
company that specializes in 
organized tactical field game play 
events. Visit blackwolfts.com for 
your 50% discount.

LEARN A NEW CRAFT THIS 
YEAR!  Learn a new hobby & 
craft this year! At San Diego Craft 
Collective, we’ll be exploring: 
Adirondack Foraging Pack-making, 
Ceramic Wheel Throwing, Paper 

Marbling & Fused Glass Garden 
Art. Visit us at sandiegocraft.org & 
save your space today! (619) 273-
3235 / make@sandiegocraft.org

LEARN TO WEAVE THIS WIN-
TER!  Learn to weave this winter! 
At San Diego Craft Collective, we’ll 
be covering: Warp + Weave on a 
Rigid Heddle Loom, Handwoven 
Silk Wall Hanging, Clasped Weft 
Weaving & Intuitive Weaving. Visit 
us at sandiegocraft.org & save 
your space today! (619) 273-3235 / 
make@sandiegocraft.org

HORTICULTURE,  landscape 
design, redesign, troubleshooting, 
diagnostics on the spot. Solve your 
problems, improve your design, 
improve your maintenance today 
- no guessing! Educated, trained 
and experienced, 6th generation 
native, 6th generation horticultural-
ist in San Diego County. No sales, 
no installation, no maintenance. 
Check me out at EdwordsHorticul-
ture.com, then call (619) 402-8670.

ROB’S ELECTRICAL SERVICES  
Residential/Commercial/Industrial. 
20+ years experience, C10 Lic# 
966537. Guaranteed to beat any 
quote! 10% OFF for new clients. 
Call for free estimate, and save 
$25 when you mention this Reader 
ad! (619) 632-7770. rdickens.rd@
gmail.com. www.robselectricalser-
vices.com.

US ELECTRIC CONTRACTING  
Fast, free estimates. Full service, 
residential and commercial, new 
construction, remodels, custom 
work, service and repair. No job 
too big or too small. 10% 1st time 
senior discount. CA lic#1009252. 
Insured. BBB Accredited. (858) 
880-6080.

SAN DIEGO HUNKS - YOU 
CALL, WE HAUL!  (619) 507-4172 
Junk Hauling, Demolition, Moving 
services! Lift Gate, Senior Citizen 
Discount, Veteran Owned Busi-
ness. Got Junk? Call A Hunk!

INCALL AND OUTCALL MAS-
SAGE  by Rick, reasonable 
rates, live in Escondido, call (562) 
846-9299.

CLOGGED DRAIN? $54 OUT 
THE DOOR!  Per stoppage, up 
to 100’. Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm 
only. Must have accessible clea-
nout, CSLB# 571032. Call Today: 
(619) 472-2112. perryplumbing.
com.

AUTO BODY WORK  Retired auto 
body man looking for work. Dents, 
rust spots, bumpers. Free esti-
mates. Tony (440) 308-1010.

ALL TYPE FLOORS  epoxy, 
stone, wood, concrete, cleaning, 
polish, seal, wax and strip. (619) 
850-3264

AFFORDABLE BANKRUPTCY 
ATTORNEY  A Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy will eliminate all your unse-
cured debt incl. credit cards, pay-
day & computer loans, personal 
loans, medical & dental expenses. 
It takes only 90 days. Law Office 
of Frank D. Walker. Contact legal 
assistant Melchor Quevedo @ 
(619) 755-2365. Claro que habla-
mos Espanol.

P.L. WOODEN MOBILE NOTARY  
Do you need Loan Signing, 
Preneed Home Going Planning, or 
Notary services for someone that 
is Hospitalized, in Senior care or 
maybe Incarcerated? If so, look no 
further. Call P.L Wooden Mobile 
Notary for all of your Notary Needs 
At: (619) 867-4441

SELF-LIGATING BRACES PKG 
$2500  You want to align your 
teeth and you don’t know how? 
We have a self-ligating braces 
package which allows you to align 
your teeth in less time and with the 
advantage that you will visit your 
orthodontist every two months. 
Tel(664)970-7877-(619)356-6092 
(619) 356-6092 / clau.blanco.82@
gmail.com30
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Service includes: • Maintenance tune-up Oil and filter 
change • Lube chassis • Radiator coolant change
Air filter replacement • Fuel injection cleaning 

Check brakes, suspension

30,000-MILE
SERVICE SPECIAL

4-cyl. Most vehicles.from $27995

NEW CV AXLE from $15995
Parts & Labor

TIMING BELT SPECIAL
$50 off quoted price

Recommended at 60k miles. Most vehicles. Limited time offer.

FREE BRAKE 
INSPECTION & 

ESTIMATE

EXHAUST 
SYSTEM REPAIR 

AVAILABLE

+$8.25 cert. Most vehicles. Trucks, vans & 
European cars extra. Must bring DMV renewal 
notice Limited time offer. Cars 1999 and older.

SMOG CHECK SPECIAL

Smog Test or All Cars 2000 and Up  
Same Price. Good through February 9, 2023.

With any Service or Repair

SMOG CHECK | TEST ONLY $5175

Coupons must be Presented Prior to Service • Senior Discounts Available • Offers Expire February 9, 2023.

Cliff Brown Automotive • 4491 Park Blvd, SD, CA 92116 • 619-297-4204 
Mon.-Sat. 8 am-5:30 pm

San Diego Smog’s
new home is at 

Cliff Brown Automotive!

$3175*
+$8.25 cert

CLIFF BROWN AUTOMOTIVE

ENGINE 
STEAM CLEAN 

AVAILABLE
Most Vehicles

news of the 
Unclear on the Concept
— 
Buddhist monks at two small temples in north-
ern Thailand, 
As part of an investigation into drug abuse in 
the Phetchabun province, offi cials visited the 
monasteries on Nov. 25 and discovered that 
all of the monks -- even the abbot -- tested posi-
tive for methamphetamine. "I was frightened 
because I never thought the monks would be 
addicted to drugs," said Sungyut Namburi, 
the village headman. But the monks' behavior 
gave them away. "When I inspected the ab-
bot's shelter, I was stunned because it was a 
mess," Sungyut said. The monks were forced 
to leave the monkhood and enter rehab. For 
now, "the temple is empty," Sungyut said.

Not Fit for Offi ce
—
for a state House of Representatives seat in 2022 
-- and it may have been a good thing. On Nov. 
13, May was arrested and charged with second-
degree rape aft er an alleged assault on a woman in 
a bar bathroom stall, the Argus Leader reported. 
When he was asked in court whether the inter-
action was consensual, he replied, "I'm 6-foot-8, 
it's all consensual." Police reported that when they 
found the victim, she was cowering behind the 
bar and had dirt and blood on her, which she said 
was May's because he was in an earlier altercation. 
May appeared in court on Nov. 14 for a separate 
incident, and he has three outstanding warrants 
from the Oglala Sioux Tribe Department of Pub-
lic Safety from September and October.
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$ 31 75SMOG CHECK
Year 2000 and newer. Plus $8.25 certificate. By appt only.
Vans and trucks extra. Free retest when we do the repair.

12,000 mile,
1 year

warranty

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR
(619) 430-4369 • 1616 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, 92173

Just off the 905 freeway • Se habla español 
Offers good with this ad. Must present prior to service. Expires 2-20-23

OIL CHANGE

+ $5 hazardous materials fee

up to 4 quarts & oil filter Most  
4 cylinder cars, Trucks extra. 

Synthetic blend extra

$3995
+tax

PREMIUM BRAKES
$179
Free Inspection

• Front or Rear Axle 
• Parts & Labor 
• Turn Rotors / Drums 
• Premium Pads 
• Most 4 cylinder 
 Cars + tax

Includes filter,  
pan gasket, fluid.
most cars,

ALIGNMENT

$49
4 wheel, toe adjustment only, most cars.

$6495

CHECK ENGINE 
LIGHT

Most carsAC
SERVICE

$39
Most cars, freon extra + $5 hazardous materials fee

TUNE-UP & 
OIL CHANGE

• Drain and replace up to 4 quarts of oil
• New oil filter 
• New spark plugs
• Visual
   inspection
• 4-cyl.
 Most cars

$9595

TRANSMISSION 
SERVICE

$179
30K/60K/90K/120K mile

SERVICE SPECIAL

regularly $200

Includes: New spark plugs, engine oil, 
oil filter, air filter, 1 gallon antifreeze, 
suspension lubrication, tire rotation, 
24 pt vehicle inspection from 

$149 
Plus tax & hazardous waste fee, 4 cylinder, most cars, 
prices may vary depending on make & model.

Prices may vary depending on make & model.

From
+ tax & hazardous materials fee 

TIMING 
BELT

Call for price.

Ask us about  financing 

of 2022

Finalist

Best Auto Repair/ 
Mechanic

news of the WeiRD by the editors at Andrews McMeel Syndication
© 2023

Unclear on the Concept
— Apparently spiritual Zen wasn't enough for 
Buddhist monks at two small temples in north-
ern Thailand, The Washington Post reported. 
As part of an investigation into drug abuse in 
the Phetchabun province, offi cials visited the 
monasteries on Nov. 25 and discovered that 
all of the monks -- even the abbot -- tested posi-
tive for methamphetamine. "I was frightened 
because I never thought the monks would be 
addicted to drugs," said Sungyut Namburi, 
the village headman. But the monks' behavior 
gave them away. "When I inspected the ab-
bot's shelter, I was stunned because it was a 
mess," Sungyut said. The monks were forced 
to leave the monkhood and enter rehab. For 
now, "the temple is empty," Sungyut said.

Not Fit for Offi ce
— Bud May, 37, of Kyle, South Dakota, lost his bid 
for a state House of Representatives seat in 2022 
-- and it may have been a good thing. On Nov. 
13, May was arrested and charged with second-
degree rape aft er an alleged assault on a woman in 
a bar bathroom stall, the Argus Leader reported. 
When he was asked in court whether the inter-
action was consensual, he replied, "I'm 6-foot-8, 
it's all consensual." Police reported that when they 
found the victim, she was cowering behind the 
bar and had dirt and blood on her, which she said 
was May's because he was in an earlier altercation. 
May appeared in court on Nov. 14 for a separate 
incident, and he has three outstanding warrants 
from the Oglala Sioux Tribe Department of Pub-
lic Safety from September and October.

Least Competent Criminal
— When alleged thief Jonathan James Fra-
zier, 35, snatched a surveillance camera from 
the backyard of a home in Tullahoma, Tennes-
see, the camera's owner received a motion 
alert and watched on his cellphone as Frazier 
stashed it in his backpack, then pulled it out 
and sold it "to a male subject that police were 
able to identify," the Tullahoma News report-
ed. The live feed continued at the purchaser's 
home, where offi cers caught up with the loot; 
the purchaser told them where they could fi nd 
Frazier, and Frazier confessed to the larceny.

In (Not So) Hot Water
— About 200 ice-fi shing enthusiasts had to be 
evacuated from Upper Red Lake, Minnesota, 
on Nov. 28 aft er a large chunk of ice broke free 
from the main shoreline, stranding them about 
30 yards away, WDIO-TV reported. Th e Beltrami 
County Sheriff 's offi  ce received a 911 call around 
11:30 a.m.; employing a drone to assess the situ-
ation, offi  cers used a temporary bridge to reach 
the fi shers, along with airboats and water rescue 
boats. All anglers were returned to safety.

Picky, Picky
— The Cowboy State Daily reported on Nov. 
27 that Vern and Shireen Liebl are hoping 
to make a move to Wyoming, with one very 
particular criterion dictating which city they 
choose: the public library. The Liebls have 
been traversing Wyoming, visiting libraries, 
for the last 3 1/2 months, hoping to see each 
one the state has to offer. There have been 
a few standouts along the way, they report: 

In Glenrock, Vern said, "They have these 
skylights up there, and it's like blonde wood, 
and it just feels so light and airy." He also 
loved the name of the library in Ranchester: 
the Tongue River Library. His infatuation with 
libraries also extends to bookstores: "I think 
that one of the fi nest smells in the world is to 
go into an old bookstore ... and just inhale the 
essence of the paper," Vern said.

Our Litigious Society
— Amanda Ramirez of Hialeah, Florida, fi led a 
class-action lawsuit against Kraft  Heinz Foods Co. 
on Nov. 18, seeking $5 million. Her complaint? 
Velveeta's microwavable Shells & Cheese instruc-
tions indicate the dish is ready in 3 1/2 minutes, 
but Ramirez says that is "false and misleading 
because the product takes longer than the 3 1/2 
minutes to prepare for consumption." Th e suit 
goes on to say that the 3 1/2 minutes are merely 
the time needed for microwaving the product, 
which is just one of several steps. Kraft  Heinz told 
Fox Business that the suit is "frivolous" and that 
they will "strongly defend against the allegations 
in the complaint."

Awwwww
— Geoff Banks, 100, of Devon, England, 
and Celesta Byrne, 100, of Texas, have a 
unique bond: They've been pen pals since 
1938, the BBC reported. Their friendship 
blossomed when they were in their 20s and 
an educational project put them in touch with 
each other. Since then, they've kept up with 
technology, switching to emails and video 
calls, and the two met in person in 2002. 

Banks calls Byrne "a very interesting person. 
We exchange stories and she's very good to 
talk to." Byrne shuts down any suggestion of 
romance over the years: "There wasn't 'glib-
bally globbally' stuff, it was just normal neigh-
bor people."

It's Nice To Have a Hobby
— High Point, North Carolina, resident Vic 
Clinco is believed to have the largest collection 
in the world of hot sauce, WFMY-TV reported 
on Nov. 29. He started 26 years ago with three 
bottles; today he displays almost 11,000 bottles in 
his basement shrine. "It has turned into an obses-
sion," Clinco admits. He's become such a celebrity 
in the hot sauce "culture" that manufacturers send 
him samples of their new varieties. "I want it to be 
shared with anyone that has the love of the heat as 
I do," he said. He hopes to hold tastings to intro-
duce others to the love of the spicy condiments.

That's One Way To Do It
— With home prices in New Zealand taking 
their biggest drop in 30 years, one homeown-
er who's looking to sell is trying to sweeten 
the offer. The owner of 22 Dungloe Avenue in 
Flat Bush is offering a free Tesla with the pur-
chase of their $1.8 million home, Sky News 
reported. The new owner will be asked to 
choose the color of the electric car, which will 
be ordered new and delivered to the home 
from the manufacturer. And with six parking 
spots, they can park it sideways if they want.

Send your weird news items to WeirdNewsTips@
amuniversal.com.
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2 Allswell 
100mg  

gummies 
packs  

$13  
+ tax

1 full 
gram Zips  
Cartridge  

$12  
+ tax  

(Limit 8)

Zips 6pk  
Prerolls 

2 for 
$25  

+ tax
$30 
+ tax

1oz (28g) 
flower 
smalls 

1oz (28g)  
Zips

$75 
+ tax

CELEBRATE  
The New Year with

San Diego’s Hottest And Most Trendy Dispensary
Oz special:

24-HOUR SECURITY • ATM ON SITE
619-841-2045 • 2405 E. HARBOR DRIVE, 92113

(Just South of the Convention Center and the Gaslamp!)
Lic #C10-0000262

Must present Reader Ad. Cannot combine discounts. In-store only. While supplies last.

Top Brands Offering Demos & Special Promotions

Find recreational and medical 
dispensaries near you.

SanDiegoWeeder.com

Get the best 
dispensary 

deals!
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The solving of the 
puzzles will no longer 
put you in contention 
for a Reader T-shirt 

and hat.

We hope that the 
puzzles themselves 
will be enough of a 

pleasure.

Thanks to all our 
winners so far and to 
those who will keep 

with us.

Reader T-shirts and 
hats are available at 
sandiegoreaderstore.

com/

Across
1. With 69-Across, actress 
who’d have a fun time 
introducing herself on Talk 
Like a Pirate Day?
5. Some distance runners
11. Karaoke venue
14. Atop
15. Mark in the low 90s
16. Org. concerned with 
mental health
17. Red and Yellow, for two
18. First First Lady
19. Something to build on
20. Actress/inventor who’d 
have a fun time introducing 
herself on Talk Like a Pirate 
Day?
22. Qualified
23. Rejections
24. Put new film into

26. ‘80s-’90s entertainment 
combo
29. Actor who’d have a fun 
time introducing himself on 
Talk Like a Pirate Day?
32. “Yee-____!”
33. Becomes slippery, in a 
way
35. “That’s wrong ____ many 
levels!”
37. How a pirouette is done
38. 1815 novel with the line 
“You must be the best judge 
of your own happiness”
42. The casino in “Casino”
45. PC key
46. Best-selling crime novelist 
who’d have a fun time 
introducing himself on Talk 
Like a Pirate Day?
49. Emerged from sleep

51. Ambrose who wrote 
the 1890 short story “An 
Occurrence at Owl Creek 
Bridge”
52. Ingredient in a Manhattan
53. Supreme Hindu goddess
54. Drummer who’d have a 
fun time introducing himself 
on Talk Like a Pirate Day?
61. Cheer for Real Madrid
62. Walking obediently, as a 
dog
63. DVR pioneer
64. In a bad way
65. Suspect
66. Think piece?
67. Grammy winners ____ 
Lonely Boys
68. It might produce a six-
pointer, for short
69. See 1-Across

Down
1. Booty
2. Fencing blade
3. It’s found between the 
shoulders
4. Well-harmonized
5. Some fiercely protective 
“bears”
6. Quran authority
7. Pre-euro currency
8. ____’acte (intermission)
9. It flows into the Rhine
10. Org. created under FDR
11. Last name in 2015’s 
“Creed”
12. Electrically balanced, in 
chemistry
13. Like every Quentin 
Tarantino movie

21. Greiner of “Shark Tank”
22. Oscar nominee Woodard
25. Broad shoe spec
26. Nevertheless, briefly
27. Touring band’s vehicle
28. Cars spotted in the game 
punch buggy, for short
29. Game with a lengthy 
buildup?
30. Up and about
31. Hungry cow, maybe
34. ____ effort
36. “Scary Movie” actress Cheri
39. Repeated Warhol subject
40. Time’s 1963 Man of the 
Year, for short
41. Had wings, say
43. “Abbott Elementary” 
network

44. Declares
46. An “effective anti-seizure 
medication,” per the Mayo 
Clinic
47. Danny of “Moonstruck”
48. Video game segments
50. Emmy winner Patricia of 
“Thirtysomething”
52. Caramel-filled candies
55. Maker of the Split 
Decision Breakfast
56. “99 Luftballons” singer
57. Understands
58. Verdi opera set in ancient 
Egypt
59. KOA visitor
60. Katy Perry hit with the lyric 
“Louder, louder than a lion”
62. NYC dance troupe
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CELEBRATE  
The New Year with

San Diego’s Hottest And Most Trendy Dispensary
Oz special:

24-HOUR SECURITY • ATM ON SITE
619-841-2045 • 2405 E. HARBOR DRIVE, 92113

(Just South of the Convention Center and the Gaslamp!)
Lic #C10-0000262

Must present Reader Ad. Cannot combine discounts. In-store only. While supplies last.

Top Brands Offering Demos & Special Promotions

PREMIUM INDDOR $30 1/8THS!

Find recreational and medical 
dispensaries near you.

SanDiegoWeeder.com

Get the best 
dispensary 

deals!
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30OFF
Valid through  

01/28/2023

%Present this coupon
and get 30% off

your next purchase.*

Connect with
us online

scan me

C10-0000213-LIC

*COUPONS AND DISCOUNTS ARE NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION.
RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

 

3703 Camino Del Rio S
San Diego, CA 92108

Monday BOGO 50% off edibles

Tuesday Buy 2, get third for $1

Wednesday BOGO 50% off concentrates 
+ vapes +All Amber BOGO $5

Thursday 25% off storewide

Friday and Saturday  BOGO 50% off 
Mix-and-Match

Sunday  BOGO 50% off  Flower + Pre-Rolls
+ All AMBER BOGO $5

DAILY DEALS*
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15% OFF  RETURNiNG 
CUSTOMERS

INDOOR F LOWER
PREMIUM
½OZ'S • $60
$64.65 OUT THE DOOR

*VALID FROM 1/19-1/26 WHILE SUPPLIES LAST*
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All Offers Valid to 2/2/23.

8260 Parkway Dr, La Mesa, 91942 
619-439-6370

Scan for More Deals and Menu

C10-0000772-LIC

Backpackboyz

Buy 2 
Get 1 Free

HASHISH 
CONCENTRATE DRIP Buy a 

Cart Get a 
Battery

HEAVY HITTERSALIEN LABS 1/8TH
Buy 2 

Get 1 Free

3 FREE Joints and a White Cherry Gelato BackPack 
Boyz Blunt with Every Cannabis Purchase

ALL BACKPACK 
BOYZ

$351/8TH

Buy Any CBX 1/8th
Get 1 Free CBX 

PreRoll

CBX
Buy 2 Stiiizy 

Product
Get 1 Free 1/2g Pod

STIIIZY

BUY 1 GET 1 
(MIX MATCH)
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New Teeth Today! Same Day Dental Implants!
New

Patient
Dental Exam
Includes cleaning

and X-Rays

$69
in absence of

periodontal disease.

Sedation 
Dentistry 

General 
Anesthesia now 

available! 

Schedule Your Free No Obligation Implant, Cosmetic, and Braces Consultation Today!
Saturday Appointments Available • Se Habla Espanol

Implant offices of Dr Armin Hage DDS & Associates
DR ARMIN HAGE

Is a Loma Linda University Graduate • Is a Diplomat at International Academy of Dental Implantology

Most Insurances Accepted • Same-Day & Early Evening Appointments Available • Free Second Opinion Consultation • Financing & Payment Plans Available
Kid Friendly • Full Ceramic Crowns • Laser Dentistry • Bridges • Root Canal • Bonding • Dentures & Advanced Prosthodontics • Military & Senior Discounts

* Treatment plans vary case by case, restrictions may apply. Call office for details. Offers cannot be combined. Offers for cash patients only. For insurance patients, insurance fees apply.
Offers good through 2-20-23. **No-Needle system cannot be used on all cases. Use of conventional anaesthesia may still be required.

***Not all patients qualify for same day implants. Questions can not be answered over phone. Implant consult appointment is required. CT x-ray and bone graft not included.

University Dental (College Area)
6324 University Ave, San Diego, 92115

619-319-9640
UniversityDentaISanDiego.com

HIGHEST QUALITY, Most Affordable Implant Dentist in San Diego!
Rated San Diego's Best Implant Dentist by San Diego Magazine!

Smile Designers San Diego (Sports Arena)

3365 Rosecrans St, San Diego, 92110
619-404-0061

SmileDesignerSanDiego.com

Premium  
Implant Package

$2,499
(Strictly Limited Time) implant fixture, custom milled abutment,  

solid zirconia crown, free dental CT scan.  
Implants from $62/month OAC & 60 months financing.

Hybrid All-On-4 from 
$13,999

NO MORE DENTURES!

ALL YOUR DENTAL NEEDS IN  
ONE LOCATION! 

Implants, Braces, Veneers, Invisalign, Crowns, Zoom Whitening, Periodontics, 
Cosmetic Dentistry, Root Canals and more!






