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At Risk
for
Alzheimer’s

The image depicted contains
models and is being used for
illustrative purposes only.

o

A clinical research study for the prevention of
Alzheimer’s disease

As we age, it helps to assess our risk for Alzheimer’s.

A great first step is a memory screening, which may
be available in TRAILBLAZER-ALZ 3, a clinical
research study for the prevention of Alzheimer’s
disease. We're seeking adults with normal memory,
thinking, mood, and behavior patterns.

You may he able to participate if you:
v/ Are between 65 and 80 years old

v/ Have normal memory, thinking, mood, and
behavior

v/ Have a trusted study partner* who knows
you well and can answer questions from the
study team about you during video calls

v Meet additional study needs

*The study partner must be able to speak about the
participant’s day-to-day routines and any changes
with the research staff throughout the study.

Compensation may be available
for time and travel.

See if you qualify:

In La Mesa:
SanDiego@velocityclinical.com
619-492-5446

In Chula Vista:
ChulaVista@velocityclinical.com
619-332-0624

Veloc:|ty

SAN DIEGO
X X J

TRAILBLAZER-ALZ 3

Lz,

THE HEALING CENTER
SAN-DIEGO

YEAR END
CLEARANCE .

607

Not buying clearance?
Present this coupon and receive

30%

Valid through
12/31/2022

on your next regular price item purchase.*

SCAN ME
Visit our menu at

THCSD.COM
(=], or scan here

=

*CLEARANCE DISCOUNT ON SELECT ITEMS. COUPONS ARE NOT COMBINABLE WITH
ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

C10-0000213-LIC



ILLUSTRATION BY ANN MEI / GETTYIMAGES

Reader

SanDiegoReader.com
619.235.3000

December 22, 2022

.\'~| KA
¥OR
. HOLIDAY? .
' Diegas 3
: Ché?:tmastime Rillings-

“Tis the season... for murder — page 10

Holiday beers are back — page 31

ADVERTISING

Display Ads

Automotive 29
Cannabis 35
Classifieds 28
Health and Beauty. 15
Help Wanted 32
Legal Solutions 9
Music 22
Research Studies 12
Restaurants 27

NEWS & FEATURES

Neighborhood News

Condo combustion in Tijuana, diminished drunk driving over

Thanksgiving 2
Letters 4
From the Archives

Crank it up! 5
Golden Dreams

Woodworking, from the 1600s to now 6
Unreal Estate

A costly cottage in Coronado 8
Homicide for the holidays

San Diego’s Christmastime Killings, by Thomas K. Arnold................. 10
Puzzles 34

CALENDAR
Events

Art, Book-signings, Classes & Workshops, Comedy, Dance,

Discussion Groups, Food & Drink, For Kids, Lectures,

Outdoors, Special Events, Spoken Word, Sports & Fitness ................. 17
Poem

Two poems for Christmas by Joseph O’Brien 17
Outdoors

Don’t try the toyon 18
Theater

Playing this week: Lamb’s Festival of Christmas: A Christmas Carol .19

Movies

Music

Restaurants

Best value taco in the county?

Roam

Catalina as testing ground

Booze News

New this week: Avatar: The Way of Water 20
Blurt: A rough year leads to a new album.........cccccecciiiiiinninnnne. 22
Local Five: San Diego acts you ought to check out..........ccccoceeeeeee 24
The Gonzo Report: Lux Lounge plays host to a war of words........ 25
Immortal Beauty: Christmas operas for Christmas! ...........cc........ 26
27
30
31

Yuletide beer

\
WINNER ’

Reader

BEST °

of 2021

ot

Best Indian
Restaurant

Voted BEST

Indian Restaurant
in San Diego

Himalayan Palace
Restaurant

LUNCH SPECIAL

' Includes  M-F 11AM to 3PM ;
= Two Entrées l
"'m i [ ] :
" e o0 sy Bread omLy
' = Dessert $1 195 |
' = Home Made Pickle I
H For Inside Dining or Take Out 1

FAMILY MEAL
Includes
= Choice of 3 Entrées ONLY
1 Veggie entrée
1 Chicken entrée
1 Lamb entrée

I

I

SAQ9

I

49 |

(Tandoori items excluded) :
I

)

L | Appetizer (Veggie Samosa or Pakoda)
» Rice » 1 Naan Bread = 1 Dessert

For Inside Dining or Take Out

DINNER FOR TWO

Includes
= Choose 2 Entrees

(Tandoori Items Excluded) ONLY

' n 1 Appetizer
i (Veggie Samosa or Pakoda) $3999 i
. = Rice » 1 Naan Bread
. = 1 Dessert

For Dine In-Only

Any Purchase
of $25 or More

1
Any Purchase |
I
I
)

of $50 or More

For Inside Dining or Take Out Expires 1/5/23
Not Valid with Any Other Offer. Not Valid with Lunch Special. One Coupon per Family or Group

510 OFF

Family Owned. Over 32 Years
Making Healthy Indian & Nepalese Food.
5 Stars on

yelp%¢

Open for Inside and Outdoor Dining on Our Patio! H
Pick-up and Delivery Available Through Third Parties.

3760 Sports Arena Blvd. #5, San Diego, CA 92110

(619) 510-4966 = www.himalayanpalacesd.com
Open Wed-Mon 11 AM-3 PM Lunch = 4 PM-9 PM Dinner = Closed Tuesdays
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Earn up to $125 for your story and
photos. Go to sdreader.com/write

NEIGHBORHOOD

NEWS

By Reader stringers

TIJUANA
Burning gas and hot air
Reparations talk is cheap in wake
of explosion
On April 18 of this year, an explosion took
place in the 20 de Noviembre neighborhood;
a condo was destroyed due to a domestic gas
accumulation. One person was wounded.
Building shards thrown all over the surround-
ing properties ended up affecting the neigh-
bors. Since the incident, none of the damages
have been paid for by the condo’s owners.
Neighbor Silvia (not her real name) said
that her house looked like a war zone. “I
wasn't here, but I was speaking by phone with
my partner when out of the blue, I heard the
explosion, and then just silence, followed
by screams. At that moment, I felt horrible,
because I did not know what was happen-

tions. The only thing they’re asking now is
to get their car repaired — $1600 USD. Silvia
pointed out that because their car is out of use,
they have had issues with their transporta-
tion to work, which has caused hard times
for them within their jobs.

A mechanic whose workshop is situated
next to the condos is still waiting for his dam-

“l got an acoustic trauma, the doctor said. Since that

day, | have had headaches and dizziness all the time.”

ing” Her partner then explained that after
the blasting, she reacted by taking their cats
with her outside the house, which was unrec-
ognizable. “The next day, I had to go to the
doctor using my job’s health care;” said Silvia’s
partner. “I got an acoustic trauma, the doctor
said. Since that day, I have had headaches and
dizziness all the time. Whether I move my
head quickly and then get back to my head’s
normal position, I get dizzy.”

Silvia and her partner agreed not to ask
the construction company involved in the
incident to cover their psychological and
physical side effects as part of their repara-

ages to be paid for. Alejandro Epifanio, who
is in charge of the workshop, stressed that
three of their customers’ cars were seriously
damaged, and that the official in charge of
assessing the compensation has promised to
pay for their repair — eventually. But at the
moment, the shop must cover the expense.
“We can't just tell our customers that their cars
won't be ready for four years while everything
is solved. We paid 15 thousand pesos ($750
USD) for those three vehicles, but we got a
lawsuit from the owner of a fourth car. We
did arrange an agreement with them, but we
are still waiting for it,” Alejandro expressed

Three of their customers’ cars were seriously damaged.

D A8 HdVYDOL1OHd

VYNVOITTIA NVILS!

TJ real estate is blowing up — and some of it is also exploding.

frutration: “These things should be sorted out
by now, I don’t know what the Prosecutor’s
Office is doing about it. It seems to me that
it is just a matter of time before this happens
again somewhere else.”

Silvia also expressed cocern about how
things are going in Tijuana regarding condo
construction in neighborhoods like hers.
“First of all, that building was not for the

San Diego: DUI Drivervs Parked Vehicles 11272022

ON THE ROAD
Death takes

a holiday

No fatalities (so

! far) and fewer DUIs

SI4D A8 HdVYDOLOHd

Over the four-day Thanksgiv-

VNVOITIAN

ing weekend, 44 arrests for
driving under the influence
(DUI) were made and reported
within San Diego County, per
CrimeMapping.com. How-
ever, as this article went to
print, no DUI fatality reports
had been made during that

period. (Though it is worth
noting that toxicology reports
generally take four to six
weeks.) Saturday, November
26 proved the busiest of the
four-plus days when it came
to DUIs, as law enforcement
reported arresting 19 people.
On Thanksgiving Day itself, there were
just seven.

That relatively low total is partly attrib-
uted to press releases by law enforcement
and mainstream news reports about their
plan to be an active presence during the
busy holiday weekend. To wit: California
Highway Patrol implemented a Maximum
Enforcement Period, during which CHP

“The driver continued for another block before not being able to continue any further.”

national market; in fact, there was a Korean-
American citizen who owned it, and they
are buying them to turn them into Airbnbs.
Furthermore, people started to move in while
the construction was not finished entirely, but
because they’re owned by private citizens, I
think they can get permissions right away
when they want it”

For now, neighbors remain uncertain
about when their expenses following the
damage will be recovered, and they don’t
see payoffs coming anytime soon. Further,
they say, during the recent heavy rainfalls,
water worked its way through the superficial
repairs the company did. Damages are getting
worse, and increasing the repair bill that they
may end up paying from their own pockets.

IVAN MOLINA

officers added resources to seek out unsafe
drivers from Wednesday at 6 pm to Sunday
at midnight. The result, as the CHP noted
in a Tweet, was that while “tragically, 41
people were killed in crashes on the state’s
roadways during the California Highway
Patrol’s 102-hour Thanksgiving Maximum
Enforcement Period, this total reflects a 28
percent decrease from the same period last
year;” which saw 57 deaths. (While two traffic
fatalities occurred on San Diego County free-
ways and highways during the Thanksgiving
weekend, no additional info was divulged
on whether alcohol or drugs were involved
in the accidents.) Prior to Thanksgiving
weekend, the San Diego County Sheriff’s
Department had arrested “more than 750

continued on page 3
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NEIGHBORHOOD

Continued from page 2

people for impaired driving in San Diego
County” in 2022.

On Thanksgiving morning, Encinitas
sheriffs arrested someone on the 300 block
of Encinitas Boulevard for a DUI involv-
ing alcohol, says CrimeMapping.com. A
couple of hours later, the Imperial Beach
sheriffs detained a person for driving
under the influence of alcohol mixed

DUIs. 911 VIDEO NEWS was on loca-
tion for one of the DUI arrests near the
Gaslamp District at about 1:30 am that
day. “The male driver and his female com-
panion were eastbound on G Street when
he hit a parked truck,” reads the caption
underneath the arrest video on YouTube.
“The collision sent the truck into the car
that was parked in front of it. The driver
continued for another block before not
being able to continue any further. The
female suffered a head injury and was
treated by the paramedics. The male was
‘tested and arrested” for DUI.”

“DUI doesn’t just mean booze,” notes the sheriff’s

website. “Prescription medications, over-the-counter

drugs, and marijuana can also impair, especially in

combination with alcohol and other drugs.”

with an unidentified drug. “DUI doesn’t
just mean booze,” notes the sheriff’s web-
site. “Prescription medications, over-the-
counter drugs, and marijuana can also
impair, especially in combination with
alcohol and other drugs” Later that day,
at about 2 pm, the Vista sheriffs arrested
someone on the 1600 block of Vale Terrace
Drive for a DUI with alcohol. On Black
Friday, five DUI arrests were reported;
three were in North County early in the
morning as shoppers headed out for Black
Friday deals.

On Sunday, the last day of the holidays,
law enforcement agencies reported 13

Before Thanksgiving Day, the DA’s
office said in a press release that in 2021,
39 people were killed in 36 DUI-related
crashes. But by November 9, 2022, there
had been a “moderate decrease, with 24
people killed, including a 1-year-old child,”
it continued, Data shows average blood-
alcohol levels of drivers involved in Driving
Under the Influence cases are also higher
than last year at over .18 percent. Prosecu-
tors say that more than half of individuals
being arrested for driving under the influ-
ence have both alcohol and drugs in their
system — a deadly combination.”

MIKE MADRIAGA

Neal Obermeyer

OK—HERE’S THE LIST FRom SAN DieGo —

WE NEED A SOLUTION FoR HOMELESSNESS
THAT INCREASES AFFORDABLE HOUSING, BUT
WHHOUT ANY oF THE POOR PEOPLE OR HiGH-

DENSITY DEVELOPMENT MOVING INTO ANY
EXISTING- NEIGHBORHOODS, AND ALSo AN

INCREASE IN THE HOUSING- SUPPLY THAT
DOESN’T HURT ANYONE’S PROPERTY VALUE.

MRYBE THEY
WoUuLD WANT

UNDER THE RADAR

Wanted: homeless lobbyist
As homeless people swamp the streets of
San Diego, the city’s Housing Commission
is preparing to spend big money for a Sac-
ramento lobbyist, presumably to chase a
windfall of homeless-related state taxpayer
cash. The lobbyist’s job, per a December
14 Request for Proposals, includes intro-
ducing commission staffers “to key elected
officials, state agency staff, and other per-
tinent advocacy groups,” as well as “estab-
lishing relationships between
elected officials, legislative
staff, chairs, and consultants
of key committees, and other
important decision-makers
and key stakeholders.” The
commission’s new influence
peddler, for which compen-
sation has not been set, is
also supposed to “analyze
and evaluate upcoming State
legislation, including but
not limited to bills address-
ing housing, homelessness,
local land use policy, transit-oriented devel-
opment, public housing authorities, and
other subsidized housing-related bills,
including funding opportunities related to
these topics”

Ex-legislative Democrat and current San
Diego mayor Todd Gloria, under increas-
ing fire about his laggard’s response on the
homelessness issue from a range of crit-
ics, including retired basketball star Bill
Walton, has long been charmed by the
opaque wiles of California House lobby-
ists. Back in 2013, after he became acting
mayor following the scandal-induced fall of
fellow Democrat Bob Filner, Gloria hast-
ily rehired the controversial
Sacramento influence-ped-
dling firm of Sloat Higgins
Jensen & Associates, which
Filner had let go. Shortly
afterward, on December 26,
2013, the Los Angeles Times
reported on a lawsuit by an
ex-Sloat employee charg-
ing that the firm “tapped its
roster of Fortune 500 clients
to steer hundreds of thou-

the Los Angeles Times. “I think Mr. Sloat
should be held accountable for all of his
actions and not just some of them, which
is what the FPPC decided to do” Accord-
ing to the Times account, “Sloat admitted to
making improper campaign contributions to
37 politicians in the form of expensive wine,
liquor, and cigars provided at fundraisers, as
well as improperly arranging gifts includ-
ing sports tickets for three officials” Not
included in the FPPC’s case, the report says,
. was an allegation in the law-
é suit that “a state assemblyman
¢ % received an unreported gift
g when Sloat ‘made arrange-
2 ments with a Cuban artist to
2 sell the lawmaker a painting
at a deep discount from the
asking price” The art was sold
at “nearly 50% below the ask-
ing price,” the lawsuit alleged.
Further, “the price was not

i

Bill Walton would like Todd Gloria to

available to any member
of the general public” The
report added, “Ortiz said the
lawmaker who bought the painting from

step up his game.

Cuban artist Javier Guerra was Assembly-
man Isadore Hall ITII (D-Compton) and
that it should have been reported as a gift”

Gloria’s elected successor, Republican
Kevin Faulconer, replaced Sloat with Plati-
num Adpvisors, run by longtime Democratic
fundraiser Darius Anderson, whose firm paid
$500,000 to settle a case by then-New York
Atty. Gen. Andrew Cuomo “stemming from a
yearlong investigation into so-called pay-to-
play practices in city and state pension fund
investment partnerships,” the Los Angeles
Times reported in August 2010. California
disclosure records show that under Glo-
ria, the city now pays Plati-
num $42,000 a month, with
a total of $280,000 so far this
legislative session for lobby-
ing services in the state capi-
tol. Platinum’s other clients
are the GEO Group, the pri-
vate prison operator, which
has thus far this cycle paid
the lobbyists $210,941, per
state disclosure filings; and
Communities for California

Isadore Hall III knew a guy who knew a

sands of dollars in checks to

favored politicians.” Accord-

ing to the account, the complaint charged
that Sloat founder Kevin Sloat, “who was
once an aide to former Gov. Pete Wilson,
also improperly gave gifts to legislators,
instructing that no written record of them
be kept.” Sloat and his firm were eventually
fined $133,500 by the state’s Fair Political
Practices Commission in February 2014,
but the penalty did not satisfy everyone.
“It’s not sufficient,” Jesse Ortiz, a lawyer
for the ex-Sloat employee who sued, told

guy who painted stuff.

Cardrooms, with $228,309. In
October 2018, Platinum gave
$800 to San Diego County Supervisor Nathan
Fletcher’s first term campaign, records show.

Nielsen Merksamer, a high-powered
lobbyist with ties to Big Oil, is the county’s
current biggest lobbyist, getting a total of
$367,656 so far this session. JGC Govern-
ment Relations was paid $241,198 during
the same period. A year ago, the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle reported that JGC was among
“dozens of California lobbying firms” that got
continued on page 4

€ 7T0T ‘7T 12quiada( 4apvay 03a1(] ues



4 San Diego Reader December 22, 2022

Under the
radar

continued from page 3

“millions of dollars in emer-
gency federal assistance meant
for small businesses to ride out
the coronavirus pandemic,
though some were ineligible for
the program” JGC president
Jonathan Clay, son of longtime
San Diego County lobbyist Ben
Clay, told the paper he took out
a so-called Paycheck Protec-
tion Program loan “because he
wasn't sure what his business

model, which relies primarily
on lobbying, would look like
with the Capitol shut down.”
After initial confusion, accord-
ing to the account, “Clay said
he ultimately believed that he
had followed all of the correct
regulations. His firm — which
reported $721,618 in lobbying
payments last year, from cli-
ents including the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern Cali-
fornia and San Diego County —
received a $95,358 loan to pro-
tect three jobs, which was for-
given as of March. He looked

into getting another loan when
Congress added more funding
for a second round and did not
continue once he found out that
the federal government had
issued additional guidance pre-
venting the use of PPP money
for lobbying?”
— Matt Potter
(@sdmattpotter)

The Reader offers $25 for news
tips published in this column.
Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or sandiegoreader.
com/staff/matt-potter/contact/.

Rent for only
*100/day

Buy Here, Pay Here.
Rent-to-Own.

from sgo

Low, Low Car Rental Rates
Weekly

from 51 oo
.

Daily

SUVs e Navigators ® Expeditions ® Suburbbans ® RVs e

18 years & older | Cash deposits | 100 free miles/day
Open 24-7 | All major credit cards accepted

Car Rentals, Inc.

3006 Barnett Ave, San Diego, 92110
760-633-3552 | 619-233-8300

Auto Sales & Rentals | Airport | Encinitas | Oceanside

Monthly
from 5350

Explorers
15-Passenger Vans ® Minivans ® Luxury Cars ® Motorcycles

-

ORE CHANCES T0 wm?

WIN
TICKETS

WIN
TICKETS

y

WIN
TICKETS

¢
L =4

Win a pair of tickets to |
see 60NE9. '

Deadline to Enter:
Tuesday, December 27
at 1pm

Win tickets to
Z0so - The Ultimate Led
Zeppelin Experience.

Deadline to Enter:
Friday, January 6
at Tpm

Win a pair of tickets
to see Tribute to
Guns N’ Roses.

Deadline to Enter:
Wednesday, January 11
at Tpm

. \\ > | “. X v
Enter to win at sandiegoreader.com/contests

We welcome letters pertain-
ing to the contents of the
Reader. Submit them at
sdreader.com/letters or
phone them in at 619-235-
3000. Include your name
and neighborhood. Letters
may be edited for length
and clarity.

We are, in fact, all
going to die
| really enjoyed your
article “Anti-Social
Contagion.” It
makes me happy that
there are people like
Deanna Polk and Amy
Reichert who will stand
up for all of our rights.
As to the third lady, my
prediction is that in 2023
she will be saying, “I was
lied to! They said we were
all going to die!!”
Sarah Ames
City Heights

Comments from
SDReader.com — not
edited for punctuation,
spelling, or grammar.

“San Diego - Fentanyl
City”
Cover story, December 15, 2022
Great article. Thank you
Spike Steffenhagen for cou-
rageously including your
own experiences, for seeing
the subject from so many
angles, and for bringing
visibility to those who are
fighting fentanyl.
Angle Appreciator
December 16, 2022

“Yall are rude”
Feature story, September 28, 2016
When the article starts with
a story about him complain-
ing about a woman who
doesn’t look up at him so he
lets a door hit her in the ass,
and he calls her rude? He
let a potential act of kind-
ness turned into a rude act
himself. Such a hypocrisy.
As a native San Diegan I
was taught to be polite and
courteous to everyone, and ]
find people here to be mostly
polite, And after living in
Philadelphia and 3 mountain
towns, I find San Diegan
friendliness refreshing!
Refreshed in San Diego
December 17, 2022

“The Silk Route Ends in
San Diego”
Cover story, September 26, 1996
Beautiful article. Thank
you, beloved San Diego
Reader writers and
contributors. Wonder-
ful authentic stories of
remarkable women and
men of Afghanistan;
true sentiments... I love
you Afghanistan and
watandara. Let’s create
solve LOVe and CON-
NECt in our hearts
- assalamalaykom
Afghan Afficianado
December 16, 2022

“No DUI deaths in San
Diego Thanksgiving
weekend”

Neighborh
12,2022
Thankfully, there were no
deaths. But every DUI is
a potential death, and it’s
scary for everyone on the
road.

d News, D

Thankful
December 13, 2022

“Polite Provisions’
Christmas Cricket:
a creamy, vegan
Grasshopper”
Drink Recipes, December 2, 2022
Mmmm sounds pretty
tasty!
Thirsty
December 14, 2022

“Spectacular Sunsets,

Long Nights Trigger

Pointsettias, King Jupiter”

Outdoors, December 12, 2022

I love the night sky. Thanks

for sharing the information.

Night Watcher

December 14, 2022

“Dog owners win the
battle of Fiesta Island”
Neighborhood News, June 15, 2021
I completely agree that the
land plot should be used
more rationally.
Wendy Owens
December 14, 2022

“The wildest things on
the Funky Fries & Burgers
menu”
Feast! Restaurant Reviews,
November 30, 2022
Some very delicious place.
I already dream of getting
there
Frank Turner
December 14, 2022
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Excerpts from 50 years of Reader stories

Hosses, bosses, and losses

San Diegans at the Renegade explain country music

The Renegade does not hide behind that generic tyranny of the latest urban middle-
class version of good taste. The tavern is in-your-face like Willie Nelson with his red
bandanna, like Elvis Presley in his Las Vegas glitter and Johnny Cash in his black suits,
like Minnie Pearl wearing house dresses, like Dolly Parton with her blond wigs and all
the rest to which she alludes in her line: “It takes a lot of money to look this cheap”” -

Hawkins Mitchell JULY. 10, 1997

San Diego fireworks fans in a county
that forbids them

In 1976 a soundtrack was broadcast live
over a radio station, and the fireworks were
choreographed and electronically fired in
anticipation of the music... The idea sprang
from the fertile brain of Rick Leibert, then
the program director for rock-and-roll stal-
wart KGB. Leibert left the station in 1980.
He now runs a San Pedro-based business
that has developed a specialty in castillos,
an interesting subset of the pyrotechnics
universe. — Jeannette DeWyze JULY. 3, 1997

San Diego apartment owners tell their
war stories

“They eventually moved, and I just got the
place redone. It cost me $3000 to fix and get

it back into rental condition. They weren’t
really bad guys, they were just pigs. That
wasn't the main issue, though. The parking
lot was so full of oil and grease from them
overhauling cars out there that it was ruin-
ing the carpet in the other three units on
the property” - Ernie Grimm JUNE. 19, 1997

Bruce Henderson — stadium prophet
“Every time they raise ticket prices it gives
them more and more money to do what?
To buy what they hope is a better and better
team. The council will have to extend the
ticket guarantee, give them $100 million
to stay here, or they’re going to leave. The
fact is that we haven’t locked this team in
at all! The Chargers can start shopping the
team in 2003 and get to come back and ask

Mary agrees with Pat: they like country-western because they can understand the words.

the city of San Diego to match the offer of
any other city” - Matt Potter SEPT. 25, 1997

CyberCop vs. TechnoSearch

“Supposedly a prospective employer can’t
go back into your records more than seven
years,” says Lane, “and they have to tell you

why you were denied employment.” But
often an employer won't say how applicants
were screened. Instead of saying exactly
why you didn’t get the job, the employer
will give you a pseudo-reason, such as, “You
don’t meet our present needs.” - Stephen
Dobyns SEPT. 11, 1997

Read full articles from the archives at sandiegoreader.com/news/from-archives

2com-2ouy!

WINDOW & DOOR SALE EVENT

858-264-5673
DreamstyleWindows.com

“Valid with the purchase of 3 or more windows. Not valid on previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only. Offer subject to change without notice. No payments with instalations comy

During the holiday season, think about loving
your windows, not paying for them!

$300 OFF $800 OFF

Each Window

Each Door
777 UP T0 51,200 TAX CREDIT*

No Interest - No Payments

Until 2025

PWindow & Dove Sale Svernt Endy December Slnt!

Scan code
to book your
Appointment!

le

dreams/ty\

WINDOWS & DOORS

leted in 2023. Valid on Installations occurring after January
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GOLDEN DREAMS

Come on in.

Red Fox reverie

Like other sentimental San Diegans I was
disappointed when I learned that the Red
Fox Room was being booted from its home
in the Lafayette Hotel — a space that it had
occupied for halfa century. To me, the old Red
Fox Room was a beloved
time capsule in a city that
can’t seem to get rid of
its antique features fast
enough. And the news
that it would be moving
across the street didn’t
do much to improve my
mood. I had little faith in
the place’s ability to rein-
carnate itself in a building
that would be some 60
years newer, despite the
proprietor’s intention to
keep the institution more
or less the same.

But I am happy to
report that it seems they
did what they could. The
exterior looks like it was
3-D printed into existence — harsh geometry,
chilly, white, and featureless — but inside, the
dimly lit, vintage atmosphere remains much
as it was before, to the point where the stark
transition from the street to the interior is a
little surreal. The red banquettes, low ceilings,
stained glass, and dark wood are still here. I
am still able to enjoy a cocktail while seated
next to a full suit of armor standing sentry by
the bathroom hallway.

The aged patrons still add to the antique
feeling, too: an 80-year-old man in a blazer
and orthopedic shoes shuffles to the bar to
ask for a toothpick; impromptu vocalists join
the piano and saxophone to contribute to the
music that still happens nightly at 7:30, choos-
ing their favorite songs from 50 years ago. (“I
Believe In Music,” anyone?)

Tonight, I want to take a closer look at the
most famous piece in the interior of this place:

DAVID KOHANYI

Hearth and history at
the Red Fox Room.

the mantelpiece that is mentioned on their
website and in every story or review that has
been written about the Red Fox Room. Today,
it stands over a humble artificial fireplace in
the dining room. But it hails from an Eng-
lish pub dating back to 1642, and was later
the mantelpiece in the
Rathskeller room of the
110-room Santa Monica
“Ocean House” belong-
ing to film star — and
long-time paramour
of William Randolph
Hearst — Marion Davies.
It came to the Red Fox
Room with other fixtures
from that location after
the house was sold, after
spending some time in
storage, and maybe some
time in Point Loma, too.
Hailing as it does from
Davies and Hearst’s opu-
lent life, the mantelpiece
serves as an envoy from
a land that Prohibition
never touched, a banner under which the
petite star schmoozed and awed her guests.

The images on the tripartite mantelpiece
are of biblical scenes: (1) Rebecca at the well
with Abraham’s servant, revealing through
her offer of water both to man and beast that
she is destined to be Isaac’s wife; (2) Rebecca
covering herself with a veil at the moment
she realizes she is in the presence of her
future husband; (3) Jacob tricking Esau out
of his father’s blessing at his mother Rebecca’s
request, after Esau traded his birthright for a
meal. The stories, as Red Fox’s website will tell
you, are from Genesis 24 and 27. So we've got
themes of refreshment and hospitality here, of
matrimony and family, of trickery and destiny.
Good stuff for an inn or a bar, really.

The mantelpiece connects us to so many
histories: to a classic San Diego institution,
to a legend of the silver screen, to the Gilded

Age spoils of Hearst, to a mysterious inn in
Surrey from hundreds of years ago, and to the
biblical stories that its patrons would probably
have been able to identify without the kind of
assistance we more modern souls might need.
In any case, I'm glad it’s still here.

Happy homemaker

(and remodeler)

There was hardly a time in Milan Djokic’s life
when he wasn’t building. He was only nine
when he started carrying blocks on the con-
struction sites worked by his father, who had
himself learned masonry and other skills in
Serbia before arriving in the U.S. and establish-

home” MMD works primarily on large custom
projects, both significant remodels and new
construction. Historic homes in San Diego
make up a significant portion of his renova-
tion jobs. The company prides itself on being
a team that can protect a house’s “historical
integrity” while building to contemporary
standards. I talked to Djokic about one such
recent project in Mission Hills, a neighbor-
hood in which he has had 15 years of experi-
ence. The age of the house — about 101 years
old — meant collaborating with the historical
review board who had to approve plans, and
it also meant working in harmony with old
materials and methods.

Hailing as it does from Davies and Hearst’s opulent

life, the mantelpiece serves as an envoy...

ing his own company. Djokic worked after
school and during the summers, and over the
years he learned by doing. “All my training
was on the job,” he says. “I learned to become
a craftsman — a carpenter — throughout my
years. I did a lot of masonry as well, but car-
pentry was my main trade”

What this means for him now that he
has his own company — MMD Construc-
tion, which he established in 2006 — is that
unlike some contractors, he has a good sense
of the various needs and challenges on his
job sites — “what needs to be built and how
it needs to be built” — without having to ask
around much.

The name MMD comes from the initials
of his name, but he says it also means “make
my dream,” and notes that his outfit’s “ideal
client is someone who is building their dream

S S

Antique glass preserved within custom woodwork.

For example, MMD was able to spruce up
the windows while keeping the home’s original,
wavy antique glass, which was still in good
shape. When it came to the overall exterior
of the house, the old stucco had been applied
over tile in a non-standard way that Djokic
had never seen before — no paper and chicken
wire here — but his team was able to work
with it and create the requisite stability and
waterproofing. They used carefully chosen old
white oak throughout the house, making sure
the wood was “in pristine shape,” and consis-
tently matched. The doors, floors, panelling,
and cabinets were all done by MMD.

After about two years, the house was done.
“I think the coolest thing about the job is the
end product,” Djokic says. He likes the sense
of fulfillment at the end of a job, seeing the
customers’ happy faces. B
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UNREAL
ESTATE

by Dave Rice

Sometimes, mistakes are
made. Such was the case
when I went searching for
this week’s Unreal candi-
date. We’ve been looking
at our standard enormous,
obscenely-priced list-
ings for the past couple
of entries, so it felt like a
good time to step back
and look for something
more unique.

Instead of setting my
price filter to $8 million
and up, I turned it down
to $1.5 million. Usually
this would net me hun-
dreds of McMansion-type
homes, far too many to sift
through (780 to be exact),
but for some reason, I was
getting just 29 hits. Look-
ing a little closer, I realized
that I hadn’t wiped out all
of the settings from a pre-
vious search, and so I was
limited to houses that were
both above $1.5 million
and below 1200 square
feet of total living space.

948 G AVENUE | CORONADO, 92118
CURRENT OWNER: Curnutte Family Trust | LISTING PRICE: $2,498,000 | BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 1 | HOUSE SIZE: 1000 sq ft

Don’t think of it as a patio; think of it as outdoor living space that adds
considerably to your lived experience of square footage.

Hmm, this might be inter-
esting. In terms of dollars
demanded per square foot
of space sold, these proper-
ties are just as expensive as
houses I've written about
that could effectively be
described as “a medium-
sized office complex.”

So instead of capping
the year built at 1940 or
1950 as part of a search
for older, quirkier houses
— my original plan — I
decided to have a look
at these 29 listings. The
search turned up a lot of

downtown and beachfront
condos (sure), and a hand-
ful of old houses on big
lots that the listing agents
were just begging us to tear
down and replace with
mansions or multiple units
(the value is in the land).
But there were a handful of
honest-to-goodness little
houses (read: perfectly fine
for my family of three to
live in comfortably) that
stood ready to break the
average person’s bank
without any such value-
add propositions.

GOLDSMITH
JEWELRY GIFTS

'619-291-4977

LDavid of Calfownia

2725 Congress St., Old Town

All of that brings us
to 948 G Avenue in Coro-
nado, a two-bedroom,
one-bath cottage with
just over 1000 square feet
of living space near the
southwest edge of the pen-
insula, about a half-mile
from the famous Hotel
Del. For nearly $2.5 mil-
lion, the Zillow listing
promises us we're getting
a “pristine remodel” with
“nothing to do but move
in and enjoy walks to the
beach for views of the glis-
tening sea.” That sounds
nice, doesn’t it?

At just 40 feet wide
and 67 feet deep, the
entire lot encompasses less
area than the majority of
homes we tour here, but
we're still being sold on
the idea that “the layout
is perfect for relaxing on
the front porch enjoying
a book or entertaining in
the beautiful backyard for
barbecues and smores.”
And with the beach just
under three blocks away,
I'm sure there’s plenty of
opportunity to get out-
doors and enjoy the San
Diego climate.

The first few photos
we see are of that invit-
ing covered front porch,

finished in red brick, with
a walkway leading past a
postage stamp of mani-
cured front lawn to the
street. The wicker furni-
ture does indeed look like a
relaxing perch from which
to flip through a Reader
and wave at the neighbors.
Inside, we get alook at the
living and dining rooms,
with rugs covering the old-
looking hardwood floors
that we’re told are pres-
ent throughout the home.
Another shot shows us a
second couch tucked into
a corner, and then we’re
on to a small sitting room
with no visible television
(perhaps it’s hiding, all
but forgotten, in that blue
wardrobe). We’re also
told that the furniture was
all purchased specifically
to fit the space, and that
it’s available for purchase
separately outside escrow.
How thoughtful.

bedroom is made to feel
bigger than it is by a tiny
couch and desk. The back
patio is mostly covered
by pavers, but creeping
vines growing up the wall
add green space without
actually occupying much
real estate, leaving room
out here for two dinettes,
lounge seating, and a bar-
becue. Parking is limited
to a single off-street space
behind the white picket
front fence, so hopefully
street parking isn’t as
much of an issue here as
it was during my decade
in OB, which found me
frequently walking a half-
mile or more to get home.

Public records show a
couple of transfers in recent
years: first, the Leadley
family bought the home
in 2008 for a reported
$1,150,000 and proceeded
to embark on a 2016
remodel that included the

The kitchen island is an island in the way that
Australia is an island. But it works!

The kitchen is mod-
ern without being osten-
tatious, using the same
shaker cabinets and quartz
counters I put into most of
my remodels, but with a
nice oversized range and
farmhouse-style sink. And
the island is bigger than a
kitchen this size has any
business containing, but
it still somehow works
nicely. I could take or
leave the faux distressed-
brick wall, but overall, I
like it. The bedrooms are
predictably small, though
the one actually used for
sleeping makes good use of
cabinetry, and the office/

addition of the front porch,
along with the kitchen and
bath replacement and elec-
trical, plumbing, roofing,
and solar upgrades. Cur-
rent owners the Curnuttes
bought the house in 2020
for $1.6 million and added
new appliances, refinished
the hardwood floors, and
did structural repairs,
in addition to a laundry
list of other upgrades in
the listing.

The G house hit the
market for the third time
this century in mid-Octo-
ber, the $2,498,000 asking
price remains unchanged
to date. m
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t was December 24, 2013, Christmas Eve,
shortly after midnight. Ilona Flint was
excited. She was just finishing up a long

shift at the Cathy Jean shoe store in the
Mission Valley mall. As soon as she and

a co-worker finished closing up, she
would clock out and walk into the
parking lot, where her fiancé, Gianni
Belvedere, would be waiting to pick her

up. The two had met seven years earlier in
Provo, Utah. They were still in high school
then; Ilona, a Russian immigrant, had
been just fifteen. They had fallen in love
and stayed in love and gotten engaged,
and when Gianni moved with his family

ILLUSTRATION BY ANN MEI / GETTYIMAGES
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to San Diego, it wasn’t
long before Ilona followed.

Her closing chores com-
pleted, Ilona clocked out
at exactly 12:22 am. The
moon was in its Waning
Gibbous phase, and as she
made her way to the park-
ing lot, it hung over her
head like a chunky cres-
cent in the night sky. But
when she arrived, there
was no sign of Gianni.
Ilona waited. She called
her fiance’s number, but
couldn’t reach him. She
kept calling and calling,
but still no luck. Finally,
in desperation, Ilona
called Gianni’s brother
Salvatore, who promptly
drove down toward Mis-
sion Valley, intending to
pick her up.

At 1:14 am, Ilona
Flint uttered her last
words — to a 911 police
dispatcher. “Ow, Ow! I
think I’ve been shot!”
When the operator asked
for her location, Ilona an-
swered, “At the Mission
Valley Westgate Mall.”
Then, nothing. Minutes
later, police found Ilona
and Salvatore in Salva-
tore’s car, on the east
end of the mall, outside
the Macy’s department
store. Both had been shot.
Ilona, who had a bullet
wound to the head, was
pronounced dead at the

scene. Salvatore, shot in
the head and torso, was
rushed to a nearby hos-
pital, where he died three
days later.

The very naughty list

To those with malice in
their hearts and murder
on their minds, Christ-
mas Eve or Christmas
Day are just two more
squares on a calendar.
But to those of us for
whom the holiday season
is supposed to be a time
of joy, a season of cheer,
filled with good tidings
and goodwill to all man-
kind, their actions shock
the sensibilities and lodge
in the memory, even
when the violence is far
away. On Christmas Eve,
2007, in the small town
of Carnation, Washing-
ton, Michele Anderson
and her boyfriend Jo-
seph McEnroe killed six
members of her family.
After pulling up to the
Andersons’ rural home
in their pickup, McEn-
roe shot and killed Mi-
chele’s parents, Wayne
and Judy Anderson.
They dragged the bodies
outside, cleaned up, and
waited for older brother
Scott Anderson and his
young family to arrive.
As the younger Anderson
family got out of the car,

Michele shot her brother
several times, killing him,
and then turned the gun
on his wife, Erica. Erica
managed to make it in-
side the house, grab the
phone and dial 911 be-
fore Michele tore the
phone out of her hands
and threw it to the floor
while McEnroe shot Erica
to death. He then turned

a Santa suit and showed
up with a gun at his ex-
wife’s family home — a
week after his divorce had
been finalized. He burst
through the front door
and started shooting, kill-
ing nine people, including
his former wife, her par-
ents, her two brothers and
their wives. He also set
the house on fire. Then

Mitchell had invited a 16-year-old girl
he had met over to his apartment for

an impromptu holiday party.

the gun on Scott and Er-
ica’s two young children:
Olivia, five, and Nathan,
three. Police went to the
house after receiving the
911 call, but couldn’t get
past the locked gate. The
bodies weren’t discovered
until two days later, when
a coworker of Judy’s went
to the house to see why
her friend had missed
work. Michele Anderson
and her boyfriend were
brought in for question-
ing and confessed; their
motive was money.

A year later, on Christ-
mas Eve, 2008, in the Los
Angeles suburb of Covina,
Bruce Pardo, a forty-five-
year-old unemployed
electrical engineer, put on
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he fled to his brother’s
house, where the next day,
on Christmas morning,
he died of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

A decade and a half
earlier, in 1992, six people
were murdered and two
injured between Decem-
ber 24 and December 26
in what the Dayton Daily
News calls the worst kill-
ing spree in the Ohio city’s
history. The “Christmas
killings” began on Christ-
mas Eve, when four teen-
agers — Laura Taylor, De-
Marcus Smith, Heather
Matthews and Marval-
lous Keene, a group
known as the “Down-
town Posse” — shot and
killed Joseph Wilkerson,

a thirty-four-year-old
man, in the course of rob-
bing his house. The next
victim was an eighteen-
year-old girl, killed in a
phone booth for her Fila
sneakers. Paranoia soon
set in, and over the next
two days, the other vic-
tims were killed because
the group was concerned
over potential snitches.
The band of murderers
was arrested on Decem-
ber 26. Taylor, Smith and
Matthews are serving life
sentences, while Keene
was executed by lethal
injection on July 21, 2009.
And who can forget
sweet little JonBenét
Ramsey, the curly-haired
blond six-year old who
was discovered dead on
Christmas Day in the
basement of her fam-
ily’s home in Boulder,
Colorado. Her skull had
been fractured and she
had been strangled with
a cord, which was still
wrapped around the neck
of her lifeless body when
it was discovered by her
father, John. An autopsy
revealed she also had
been sexually assaulted.
Police at first suspected
her parents or brother, but
all three were later cleared
through DNA testing. The
case remains unsolved.

Doing in Dad
When the killings are
local, they get even fur-
ther under the skin. On
Christmas Eve of 1976,
the decomposing body of
Donald Tubach, a wealthy
forty-seven-year-old
travel agent, was found
stuffed into the wet bar
of his Point Loma home
at 3524 Lowell Way. His
employees had become
concerned when Tubach
missed several days of
work. On December 15,
five days after they had
last seen him, his asso-
ciates, accompanied by
police, went to Tubach’s
house. A search of the res-
idence found only blood
and signs of a struggle,
but no body. A day later,
they received a telegram
in Donald Tubach’s
name, asking that his mail
be forwarded to Mexico
City. A second telegram
requested $30,000 for a
client’s travel arrange-
ment. Their suspicions
aroused, police returned
to Tubach’s Lowell Way
home on Christmas Eve,
December 24. The mo-
ment they opened the
front door. they knew
there must be a dead body
in the house.

The odd telegrams,
plus a series of transac-
tions on Tubach’s missing
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credit cards, led authori-
ties to Mexico City, where
Mexican police soon ap-
prehended Tubach’s ex-
wife, Isabel Zerda Beltran
de Tubach, thirty-seven,
along with her daughters,
Patricia and Gloria — as
well as Gloria’s twenty-
two-year-old boyfriend.
The three women were
citizens of Columbia;
the boyfriend, Federico
Frank, was Swiss. Donald
and Isabel had been mar-
ried in February 1973 and
lived together in Spain
until December 1975,
when Donald returned
home to San Diego alone.
The following June, Isa-
bel returned to San Diego
to participate in divorce
proceedings. Interrogated
by Mexican police, Frank
finally confessed that he
had stabbed Tubach to
death on December 10
at the request of the three
women, who were after
his life insurance money.
He had crawled into the
home through an open
window and plunged
his knife into Tubach
six times.

By October 1977, Isabel
and Frank had been con-
victed of first-degree mur-
der and sentenced to life
in prison. The two girls
were convicted of lesser
charges — for being ac-
cessories to murder, and
for conspiracy to commit
murder — and while Pa-
tricia, too, was sentenced
to life in prison, Gloria,
a minor, was sent to the
California Youth Author-
ity. According to a Janu-
ary 1989 story in the San
Diego Reader, “Isabel was
sent to the California In-
stitute for Women, where
she remains. Patricia was
paroled in February 1985
and discharged from pa-
role February 20, 1988.
Frank, the actual Kkiller,
was paroled March 20,
1986, and discharged
from parole March 20,
1989

Isabel’s name last sur-

faced in April 2012, when
a US. District Court judge
dismissed a lawsuit she
had filed against prison
officials for “orchestrat-
ing poisonings up her
nose, which will cause a
heart attack,” as well as
orchestrating orgies and
failing to treat her tongue
cancer. The court noted
that Isabel previously “has
filed over 150 actions and
at least three actions that
were dismissed as frivo-
lous, malicious, or for fail-
ing to state a claim upon
which relief may be grant-
ed” Several of those suits
also named as defendants
then-California Governor
Jerry Brown and then-
California Attorney Gen-
eral Kamala Harris.

Underage rage

On Christmas Eve, 1991,
a twenty-one-year-old
Marine corporal, Lindell
Mitchell, was shot to
death by intruders who
broke into his Vista apart-
ment at 210 Cedar Road
shortly before midnight.
His roommate, Durvin
Hammond, twenty-two,
was badly beaten in the
head. According to the
District Attorney’s Of-
fice, Mitchell had invit-
ed a 16-year-old girl he
had met and some of her
friends over to his apart-
ment for an impromptu
holiday party. The party
broke up after an argu-
ment between the woman
and Hammond, Mitch-
ell’s roommate, who al-
legedly slapped the young
girl. Witnesses told po-
lice the girl threatened
to come back with her
relatives and shoot up
the place.

Around half an hour
later, a group of men
burst into the apartment,
brandishing weapons.
Mitchell and Hammond
were both beaten, while
Mitchell — who had not
been involved in the ini-
tial altercation with the
girl — was also pistol-

whipped and shot in the
back. Hammond, who
survived the attack, spoke
at length with police
about that fateful night,
but they were unable to
find any suspects and
the murder investigation
went cold. Years later, a
joint cold case investi-
gation by the San Diego
Sheriff’s Department and
the Naval Criminal Inves-
tigative Service found new
evidence and leads that
led to the July 2014 arrest,
in Louisiana, of Kimberly
Andrews, the girl whom
Mitchell had invited over
to his place. A second sus-
pect, John Wesley Noble,
Andrews’ uncle, was ar-
rested in October 2015
in Hemet.

Andrews was sub-
sequently convicted of
first-degree murder and
sentenced to twenty-six
years to life in prison.
Noble pleaded guilty to
second-degree murder
and was sentenced to fif-
teen years to life in prison.
“It took more than two
decades for the defendant
to be held responsible for
her actions, but ultimately
justice was served,” Dis-
trict Attorney Bonnie
Dumanis told reporters.

Unsilent night

In the wee hours of
Christmas Day, 2010, a
confrontation over a holi-
day party in a residential
Oceanside neighborhood
led to the murder of one
man and the arrest of
another. Early on De-
cember 25, 2010, Elaine
Weideauer arrived home
from Midnight Mass and
was eager to get to bed.
She had lived in her little
house in the 3900 block
of Brown Street, just
north of Vista Way and
west of College Avenue,
for thirty years. It was an
older neighborhood of
mostly single-story tract
homes — the sort of place
you might expect to find
swathed in peace and
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quiet in anticipation of
Christmas Day.

But across the street,
forty-four-year-old Jimmy
Misaalefua and his family
were having a loud party
that spilled out into the
street, Weideauer later
told police. So she stayed
up. A short time later,
police showed up. Ap-
parently there had been
a noise complaint. The
cops left and the party
went on. Around 2:15
am, the police returned,
this time accompanied
by a fire engine. And this
time, they went straight
to the home of another
neighbor, Richard Pul-
ley — forty-seven and a
former Marine. “There
were police everywhere
and a fire truck and
something had occurred
next door at the Pulleys’
home. Whatever it was, it
took a while but was re-
solved,” Weideauer told
NBC News.

It was later revealed that

Pulley, angered over the
noise, had gotten into an
altercation with Misaale-
fua and then punched his
twenty-year-old son in the
face. But that was not the
end of it.

Just before 3 am, Wei-
deauer heard a woman
screaming and several
loud gunshots. She called
911 and looked outside,
where she saw Jimmy
Misaalefua lying in the
driveway in front of Pul-
ley’s home. Misaalefua
had been shot in the
head and in the chest, in
front of his family. He was
taken to nearby Tri-City
Medical Center, where he
died of his injuries.

Pulley was arrested
and later convicted of
second-degree murder.
Deputy District Attor-
ney Tracy Prior told CBS
that at around 2:45 am
on Christmas Day, Pulley
had gone back Misaale-
fua’s house. The two men
talked, then moved over

to a cul-de-sac between
their homes, where a wit-
ness overheard Pulley say
to Misaalefua, “I've got
something for you,” Prior
said. At that point, Pulley
walked into his home and
came out with a loaded
gun. He fired two shots at

tencing, Misaalefua’s wid-
ow, Lefu Ena, addressed
her husband’s killer:
“You're sitting here and
Jimmy is six feet under,”
she told him, according to
a September 2011 article
in the San Diego Union-
Tribune. “Life without

“You're sitting here, and Jimmy is six

feet under. Life without Jimmy is hard.

| don’t want to be here.”

Misaalefua, who by then
was standing in Pulley’s
driveway. Pulley later tes-
tified that he had acted in
self-defense, maintaining
that he went for the gun
only after Misaalefua,
who was a much bigger
man, had hit him. “I was
attacked,” Pulley testified.

The jury didn’t buy it,
and after Pulley’s convic-
tion a judge sentenced
him to forty years to life
in prison. At Pulley’s sen-

Cognitive Training
Research Study

Summary of the Study:

Answer some questions, and

brain wave tests

About 35 visits over 22 weeks

Jimmy is hard. I don’t
want to be here” She said
she didn’t believe Pulley
had acted in self-defense.
“You sit there and look at
me with that smile,” she
said. “Are you sorry for
what you did? Are you?”

Season of giving

On December 24, 2016,
twenty-two-year-old
Tyler Branon of Fall-
brook was celebrating
the holidays with family
members at his uncle’s
Christmas party in Vista.
He went out to his car to
get something, but never
came back. Just before 8
pm, sheriff’s deputies -
summoned by reports
of multiple gunshots -
found Branon sitting in
the front seat of his car,
parked outside his uncle’s

home in the 1300 block
of Morning Glory Lane,
near South Santa Fe Av-
enue. He had several gun-
shot wounds in his torso.
Paramedics were called,
but their efforts to revive
him were unsuccessful
and he was pronounced
dead at the scene.

Less than three days lat-
er, police arrested Kevin
Phan, also twenty-two,
an acquaintance of Bra-
nons. Police said the two
men had had a “history
of dispute” Phan was ap-
prehended at his family
home in a gated com-
munity in Vista’s Shad-
owridge neighborhood.
Phan pleaded guilty to
a first-degree murder
charge and in March 2018
was sentenced to twenty-
five years to life in prison,
plus three years.

Right after the murder,
a GoFundMe account was
set up to help Branon’s
family with funeral costs.
The account was set up by
one of Branon’s cousins,
who wrote, “Hello, my
name is Catelynn Dum-
ala and this Christmas
Eve we lost my cousin in
a senseless act of violence.
While he was at my un-
cle’s Christmas Eve party,
he went out to his car real
quick and when he was at
his car he was shot three

times in the torso. Tyler
Branon was only 22 years
old. We lost him way too
early. We need your help
raising money for his me-
morial. It would be very
appreciated if we earned
this money within two
weeks so we can cele-
brate his life. This means
so much to me and my
family because we could
really use any extra help.
Any donations help and
would be greatly appre-
ciated. Thank you. RIP,
Tyler Branon, you will
be missed.”

The fund raised $10,421,
on a goal of $10,000.

Family gathering

Mom, stepdad, and son
were all supposed to be
together for the holi-
days. And, briefly, they
were, until son allegedly
attacked mom and step-
dad shot and killed son.
Fifty-nine-year-old Rob-
ert Dean died in a hos-
pital on Christmas Eve,
December 24, 2019, a day
after he had been shot by
his stepfather at the fam-
ily home on Greenlake
Drive in Encinitas. Po-
lice say Dean had threat-
ened his eighty-year-old
mother, Barbara Miller,
with a knife, early on the
morning of December 23.
She screamed for help,

all ages,
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and her seventy-four-
year-old husband, Wil-
liam Miller, sprang to her
defense. Dean, Miller’s
stepson, was still clutch-
ing the knife when Miller
grabbed a gun and fired it
at Dean. No arrests were
made in the case.

Christmas carjacking
But San Diego’s most
senseless holiday homi-
cide remains the one on
that Christmas Eve 2013
in the parking of the Mis-
sion Valley shopping cen-
ter — senseless because
three innocent people
died simply by being in
the wrong place at the
wrong time. Yes, three
people, not two. There
was a reason Gianni Bel-
vedere wasn’t answering
his phone when Ilona
Flint called shortly after
midnight. He was dead.
Based on court testimo-
ny and newspaper reports,
here’s what happened. As
he had promised her, Gi-
anni drove down to the
Mission Valley mall late
in the evening of Decem-
ber 23, 2013, to pick up
his beloved Ilona. It had
been a busy day; the mall
was packed with last-min-
ute holiday shoppers, and
the Cathy Jean shoe store,
like many other retailers,
stayed open later than

usual in the days leading
up to Christmas.
Driving his green 2004
Toyota Camry, still with
Utah plates, Gianni pulled
into the parking lot a little
early and slumped down
in his seat, waiting for
Ilona to get off work. At
some point, he was ap-
proached by a frantic Car-
lo Mercado, age twenty-
eight. A resident of Mira
Mesa, Mercado drove a
motorcycle and made his
money by purposely get-
ting into accidents and
then trying to fleece the
other drivers. But on the
evening of December 23,
2013, Mercado wasn't out
to work his scam. He had
crashed his motorcycle in
a real accident and was
desperate for a new ride.
Mercado apparently
zeroed in on Gianni be-
cause his was the only oc-
cupied car he could see.
It is believed Mercado
tried to carjack Gianni,
and hat the two got into
a scuftle. Mercado then
shot Gianni, pushed his
body into the passenger
seat, and drove off in his
car. As Mercado was driv-
ing back home to Mira
Mesa, Gianni bled out;
at some point Mercado
transferred the body to
the trunk. He stopped
for gas, then returned to

Mira Mesa about ninety
minutes after he had
left to retrieve his dam-
aged motorcycle.

By then, Salvatore
Belvedere had arrived
at Mission Valley, and
an increasingly worried
Ilona ran to his car and sat
down beside him, in the
passenger seat. The two
began calling and texting
Gianni, wondering where
he was. Then they saw his
Toyota cruising around
the parking lot. It was
clear that something was
wrong. “They confronted
me because I had Gianni
Belvedere’s car,” Merca-
do later said in a written
statement. The car thief
responded by firing a
spray of bullets into their
car from a .22-caliber
handgun. And as she lay
dying, Ilona called 911.

At first, police had no
clue about who killed the
two. Gianni was missing,
and Crime Stoppers of-
fered a $1000 reward for
information that would
lead authorities to the
missing young man.

A tearful candlelight
vigil was held for Ilona
in La Jolla by a former
boss, who blurted out to
the crowd, “Some piece of
garbage did this” A few
days later, on New Year’s
Day, 2014, a vigil was held

Immediate Tooth Replacement
with Dental Implant!

for Salvatore at Crystal
Pier in Pacific Beach,
which had been one of
his favorite surfing spots.

Meanwhile, the search
for Gianni continued. As
his cell phone and credit
cards had not been used,
authorities began to fear
the worst. They were
right. On January 17,
2014, Gianni’s badly de-
composed body was dis-
covered inside the trunk
of his car in Riverside.
Police had found the car
after receiving a phone
call from a passerby of a
foul odor emanating from
a Toyota parked outside a
fast-food restaurant. He
had been shot in the head
by a .22 caliber handgun,
the same fate that had be-
fallen his younger brother
and fiancé. Boxes of bak-
ing soda, along with a
can of air freshener, were
found inside the trunk.
The air freshener can
was empty; the trigger
had been taped down so

it would spray on its own.

The following day, Jan-
uary 18, 2014, Mercado
was stopped at a Border
Patrol checkpoint on In-
terstate 5. Officers found
three guns during the
stop. Mercado was subse-
quently booked on weap-
ons charges, and when his
DNA profile was entered
into a national database,
it matched the unidenti-
fied DNA that had been
lifted from the can, tape,
and gas cap of the Toyota.

Mercado was finally
arrested for the three
murders in June 2014.
Five months later, he
was found incompetent
for trial and dispatched to
Patton State Hospital, a fo-
rensic psychiatric hospital
in San Bernardino. More
than a year after that, in
December 2015, Mercado
was deemed competent by
ajudge, who ruled crimi-
nal proceedings against
him could resume. He ini-

tially pleaded not guilty

to the murders, in Febru-
ary 2016. But the follow-
ing January, he changed
his plea to guilty and
promptly received three
consecutive sentences of
life without parole, one
for each murder victim.

The Belvedere broth-
ers’ sister at the sentenc-
ing hearing read a let-
ter from their mother,
Grace, reminiscing about
her two sons’ musical
talents. Gianni played
piano; Salvatore, guitar.
They frequently per-
formed at Sunday night
family dinners. “Now it’s
quiet,” Grace Belvedere’s
letter said. “The laugh-
ter and loudness have
been replaced by silence
and sorrow.”

Ilona’s mother, Inga
Flint-Jones, talked about
her daughter’s early years
in the Soviet Union and
her love for Gianni. “Life
held so much promise for
her,” she said.

— Thomas K. Arnold
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FELIZ NAVIDAD
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Enjoy a free, family-friendly experi-

ence featuring holiday décor, lights and
displays, a giant Christmas tree, shop-
ping, tamales, champurrado. and face
painting. The Fiesta de Reyes stage will
host live folklorico dancing and local

music entertainers.

WHEN: Every day, 11 am to 4 pm.
Through Sunday, January 1.
WHERE: Fiesta de Reyes, Juan Street

at Calhoun Street, fiestadereyes.com

Friday | 23

FESTIVUS: FOR THE REST OF US
In the 1997 episode of Seinfeld titled
“The Strike” George Costanza intro-
duced the world to Festivus. The holi-
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day was created by his father Frank and
they celebrated it throughout George’s
childhood. Til-Two will continue the
tradition with a variety show
of musical guests and danc-
ers. There will be cocktails,
bagels, performances, an un-
adorned pole, and the airing

of grievances.

WHEN: Friday, December 23,
8 pm
WHERE: Til-Two Club, 4746 , Y

{ NN N
El Cajon Boulevard, Clty FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23: HOLIDAY FESTIVAL AT CAMP CHRISTMAS

Heights. tiltwoclub.com He’s touring in support of a pair of

WHEN: Friday and Saturday December
23 and 24, 5:30 pm to 8 pm and Sunday,

concert releases, Live at the Roxy and A

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL AT CAMP
CHRISTMAS

Behold thousands of computerized

December 25, 2 pm to 4 pm Love Letter From Hawaii.

lights strung on trees and a water
show, both synchronized to holi-
day music. Plus: Pine Valley train
depot, tree top climbing wall, bow
and arrow arcade, hayrides, bounce
houses, and laser tag. Food options:
Rick’s Bar-B-Q, Baker’s Dozen
Donuts. all-you-can-eat soup and
salad bar at the Alpine Peak Buffet,
and s'mores at the fire pits. The alti-
tude at Camp Christmas is 4000 feet.

Warm clothing recommended.

WHEN: Friday, December 16

through Friday, December 23, WHERE: Bahia Resort Hotel, 998 West

Mission Bay Drive, Mission Beach.

WHEN: Tuesday, December 27, 8 pm
WHERE: Belly Up Tavern, 143

S. Cedros Avenue, Solana Beach.

5:30 pm to 9 pm
WHERE: Camp Christmas. 8668
Pine Creek Road, Pine Valley.

pinevalleycampchristmas.com

bahiahotel.com/jingle-belle-cruise

bellyup.com

Tuesday | 27

Saturday | 24 DONAVON FRANKENREITER

Laid back troubadour Donavon

JINGLE BELLE FAMILY
CRUISE

Set sail on a sightseeing cruise

Frankenreiter has released around
a dozen albums and EPs since first
hitting the scene in the mid-1990s
with his band Sunchild. The avid

surfer is heavily influenced by his

on Mission Bay, departing from
the Bahia Resort Hotel and the

Catamaran Resort Hotel and Spa. S
pa. S1p friend and occasional touring mate,

on hot cocoa and snack on holiday Jack Johnson, and he’s a frequent

cookies while singing along with car- . .

presence at outdoor jam festivals.
olers and taking photos with Santa. ‘
i \ ‘\

DONAVON FRANKENREITER




Rhyme & Verse

White Christmas

or an inch falling that day.

After life fell apart.

Holding to themselves

I knew you as one who lived in

And I knew your latest sorrow,

Tinctured by stars and snow.

Two poems for Christmas by Joseph O’Brien

Forecasters generally consider a white Christmas
to be an inch of snow on the ground

-News Item

But along the river bottoms, snow found no place,
When together we went walking there

Your flustered hands gently wrestled
With the chill in the folds of your overcoat.
Frightened doves, they could not bear to be held,

In a barren nest untouched by tenderness,
Yet wanting to fly from flesh to flesh

In a birth of unmolested whiteness.

minor chords and

Your falling apart was only the latest note,

Inescapable as the ache that comes with snowfall
Disintegrating a forest’s edge in a flurry of silence,
The nudging ache that waits forever.

Like the winter twilight in your eyes, always

Setting your hopes on a white Christmas,
You put a quiet faith in the world’s poor weather,
And stood to hear nervous cattails

Tapping at the river’s crusted edge—
There, you scanned the overcast skies with eyes
Dark, damp, beautiful as a forest floor—

Always an inch away from drowning in joy.

Uncle Paul’s Pear Tree

Uncle Paul played the hunter each Christmas —
Out among the frozen hills with gun in hand,

“It takes more than blood-thirst to hunt, I guess,”
He’d say. “You have to know what’s on your land.”
He’d come back, a bird in bag and listless

To tell a tale. He’d fumble words in his head,
Then begin: “Today was miraculous...”

He’d wandered around the land of the dead

With light snow from last night as the world’s pall.
He’d heard a crow sing for mercy on the ridge,
And in an old pear tree he’d found his soul.

“Like Saul for David, I chased that partridge...
That pear tree always drops an early fruit,

Yet each year it gives me a bird to shoot.”

Diego Reader.

Joseph O’Brien is the poetry editor for the San

Find more poetry online at SDreader.com/poetry

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Have an event? We
want it! Festivals, lectures, sporting
events (including surfing, kayak-
ing, and sailing), Meetups, conven-
tions, book signings, art gallery
openings, conferences, dance per-
formances, expos, poetry readings,
classes & workshops — all are wel-
come. You can submit an event at
sdreader.com/events/submit.

BOOK
SIGNINGS

Storytime Storytime with a book-
seller or author Sundays, 10:30am;
through Tuesday, May 30, Diesel, A
Bookstore, 12843 El Camino Real
Suite 104. (DEL MAR)

ART

Timken Talk: The Spanish
Baroque The time period for the
Spanish Baroque begins roughly
in the 1580s and ends in the early
1700s. The art from this region
is characterized by visual realism
which was consistent with the rest
of Europe. Spanish masters such
as Diego Velasquez, Franciso de
Zurbaran, and Juan Sanchez Cotan,
and others will be highlighted in
this docent-led talk. Thursday,
December 22, 11am; free. timken-
museum.org/calendar/list/. (ONLINE)

Festivus For the Rest Of Us
Festivus for the rest of us is a once
a year celebration of everything
fun. There will be cocktails, bagels,
performances, an un-adorned pole
and airing of grievances. Friday,
December 23, 8pm; free. 21 and
up. Til-Two Club, 4746 El Cajon
Boulevard. (CITY HEIGHTS)

CHRISTMAS
& HOLIDAY
EVENTS

Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch
Stole Christmas! A wonderful,
whimsical musical based upon
the classic Dr. Seuss book. Back
for another incredible year, the
family favorite features the songs
“Santa for a Day,” “You’re a Mean
One, Mr. Grinch,” and “Welcome,
Christmas (Fah Who Doraze),” the
delightful carol from the popular
animated version. Thursdays,
7pm; Fridays, 7pm; Saturdays,
10:30am, 2pm and 5pm; Sundays,
10:30am, 2pm and 5pm; Tuesdays,
7pm; Wednesdays, 7pm; through
Saturday, December 31, $32-$96.
Old Globe - Donald & Darlene
Shiley Stage, 1363 Old Globe Way.
(BALBOA PARK)

Ebenezer Scrooge's BIG San
Diego Christmas Show It’s
back! San Diego has another
show in its Christmas stocking
with this fast, funny, and highly
theatrical reimagining of one of

the most beloved holiday stories
ever told. Fridays, 7pm; Saturdays,
2pm and 7pm; Sundays, 2pm and
7pm; Tuesdays, 7pm; Wednesdays,
7pm; through Saturday, December
24, $45-$95. Old Globe - Sheryl &
Harvey White Theatre, 1363 Old
Globe Way. (BALBOA PARK)

Holiday Festival Holiday festi-
val with 20 nights of holiday joy
with the Pine Valley Train Depot,
a Tree Top Climbing Wall, Bow &
Arrow Arcade, Winter Wonder-
land Hayrides, Rick’s Bar-B-Q,
Baker’s Dozen Donuts, and Alpine
Peak Buffet. The altitude at Camp
Christmas is 4,000 feet and the
evenings can be a bit chilly. Warm
clothing - winter jackets, snow
hats, scarves, and gloves — are rec-
ommended. Thursday, December
22, 5:30pm; Friday, December 23,
5:30pm; $10-$17. Camp Christmas,
8668 Pine Creek Road. (PINE VALLEY)

Lightscape Lightscape will trans-
form the 37-acre Botanic Garden
with an artistic installation from
international artists. This immer-
sive experience at the garden will
guide visitors through a world of
wonder with over one million twin-
kling lights in various attractions
that come alive at night with color,
imagination and sound, while toast-
ing marshmallows over a fire and
drinking hot chocolate and other
seasonal refreshments along the
trail. Fridays-Wednesdays, 5pm;
through Sunday, January 1, $18-
$29. San Diego Botanic Garden, 230
Quail Gardens Drive. (ENCINITAS)

Winter Wonders & Holiday
Lights Winter Wonders and Holi-
day Lights tours: Meet nocturnal
ambassadors in the glow of holi-
day lights. Hot cocoa provided. No
tours on December 25. Thursdays,
4:30pm; Fridays, 4:30pm; Satur-
days, 4:30pm; Sundays, 4:30pm;
through Sunday, January 1, $20-
$39. Wild Wonders, 5712 Via
Montellano. (BONSALL)

CLASSES &
WORKSHOPS

Adult Beginning Bachata &
Salsa Dance Lessons Bachata
and Salsa classes for adults Thurs-
days, 6pm; through Thursday,
December 29, $10-$20. 18 and
up. Dancehouse Point Loma, 2180
Chatsworth Boulevard. (POINT LOMA)

Belly Dancing Beginner Class
Learn to Belly Dance in a fun and
friendly environment. Tuesdays,
6:30pm; through Sunday, Decem-
ber 31, $20. Dorothea Laub Dance
Place Studio, 2650 Truxton Road.
(LIBERTY STATION)

Macrame Holiday Plant Wrap
Craft Workshop This workshop
includes step-by-step instructions
along with all of the supplies. Finish
off your masterpiece by designing
a 4” planter with festive holiday
flowers and accents. Beginners to
experts welcome Thursday, Decem-
ber 22, 6:30pm; $45. Original 40
Brewing Company, 3117 University
Avenue. (NORTH PARK)
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COMEDY

Andrew Callaghan: Channel
5 Live Thursday, December 22,
7:30pm and 10:30pm; Music Box,
1337 India Street. (LITTLE ITALY)

Dante Chang AS SEEN ON:
Bobby Lee’s TigerBelly podcast,
Stand-Up Sit-Down & more!
Thursday, December 22, 8pm;
Friday, December 23, 7:30pm and
9:30pm; free. 21 and up. Ameri-
can Comedy Company, 818 Sixth
Avenue. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Unscripted Comedy Show
The NCT cast creates the entire
show based completely on audi-
ence suggestions. Fridays, 7:30pm;
Saturdays, 7:30pm; through Friday,
December 30, $15-$20. National
Comedy Theatre, 3717 India Street.
(MISSION HILLS)

WWC Comedy Uncensored
standup comedy Tuesdays, 7pm;
through Tuesday, December 27,
$20. 21 and up. Negociant Hillcrest
Urban Winery, 1263 University
Avenue. (HILLCREST)

DANCE

City Ballet: The Nutcracker
Young and old alike will be capti-
vated by Elizabeth Wistrich’s cho-
reography, the exquisite costumes,
and grand sets. Let your childhood
dreams return and inspire you to
imagine a bygone time. Thursday,
December 22, 7:30pm; Friday,
December 23, 7:30pm; $30-$103.
California Center for the Arts,
Escondido, 340 N. Escondido
Boulevard. (ESCONDIDO)

Golden State Ballet: The
Nutcracker Golden State Ballet
presents the beloved holiday tale
of Clara and her Nutcracker Prince,
all danced to live music from musi-
cians of the San Diego Symphony,
playing Tchaikovsky’s classic score.
Thursday, December 22, 7:30pm;
Friday, December 23, 5:30pm; San
Diego Civic Theatre, 1100 Third
Avenue. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Holiday Brunch & Nutcracker
Ballet Holiday Brunch Buffet, fol-
lowed by the dancers of Scripps
Preforming Arts Academy who
will perform The Nutcracker.
Pricing includes brunch buffet,
performance, tax and gratuity

J

LITTLE ITALY
MERCATO

FARMERS' MARKET

OUTDOORS

Extreme high and low tides, toyon
flaunts red toxic berries

Extreme High and Low Tides Are Set to Occur over several days
in late December. On Friday, December 23, the tide reaches a high
of 7.61 feet at 8:26 am and then falls to -1.96 feet at 3:45 pm. On
Saturday, the tide peaks at 7.6 feet at 9:12 am and a low of -1.94
feet at 4:32 pm. Either of these low tide occasions are perfect for
exploring marine life in the tidepool areas along San Diego County’s
coastline. But if any strong winter storm happens to arrive from the
west during these peak tides, some flooding of low-lying coastal areas
around San Diego is likely. On the brighter side, birdwatchers have
an opportunity to spot species of rare shorebirds that get pushed

HIGH TIDE APPROACHING AT CABRILLO MONUMENT’S TIDEPOOLS IN
POINT LOMA.

Toyon, or “Christmas-Berry,” one of the more distinctive
shrubs of Southern California’s native chaparral plant community,
is now flaunting clusters of bright red — but fairly toxic — berries.
In coastal San Diego, toyon can be found wherever large patches
of native vegetation survive, but especially in the thick chaparral
covering some north-facing slopes. Note: toyon branches may look
inviting to cut as a Christmas wreath — but they’re protected by
California state law. And while it’s pleasant to enjoy viewing the
fruits during the holiday season, don’t be surprised if a flock of cedar
waxwings swoop in and strip the entire shrub of color.

There’s a New Moon on December 23. It’s called a “New Moon”
because it starts a new lunar cycle. During this phase, the Sun and
Moon are closest together in the sky, on the same side of the Earth.
From our perspective, the Moon appears totally dark; we cannot
usually see it because we are facing the Moon’s shadowed side, which
receives no direct sunlight. If we were to travel to the other side of
the Moon, the part that faces the Sun, it would be totally illuminated.

TOYON FLOWERS (HETEROMELES ARBUTIFOLIA)

Saturday, December 24, 9:30am;
$100-$205. Fairmont Grand Del
Mar, 5300 Grand Del Mar Court.
(CARMEL VALLEY)

Holiday Tea & Nutcracker Bal-
let Afternoon Tea with holiday
flavors and treats followed by the
dancers of Scripps Preforming
Arts Academy who will perform
The Nutcracker. Pricing includes
afternoon tea, performance, tax
and gratuity. Friday, December
23, 1:30pm; $88-$170. Fairmont
Grand Del Mar, 5300 Grand Del
Mar Court. (CARMEL VALLEY)

** NOWOPEN

LITTLE ITALY: MERCATO
SATURDAYS 8 amto 2 pm -
WEDNESDAYS 9:30 amto 1:30 pm

Shop safe at open-air farmers” markets

Fresh Fruit ® Vegefables  Meat ® Fish ® Eggs
| Flowers ® Yogurt ® Baked Goods and more!
= Limited entry for safe shopping \ :

~ OPEN YEAR-ROUND, RAIN OR SHINE

Information and safety p;otocols: 3

DISCUSSION
GROUPS

Vibe Social This group is an
introductory meetup for authentic
relating and relational mindfulness
practices. Practice self-exploration
and connection utilizing a series
of tools from improv, authentic
relating, and other mental health
practices. Mondays, 6pm; through
Saturday, December 31, $10. Tem-
plate, 5032 Niagara. (OCEAN BEACH)

Writers Round San Diego Writ-
ers Round San Diego is a musician

community that mixes Nashville
style songwriter rounds with open
mic rounds. The idea is to put story
& song centerstage to create an inti-
mate listening room where writers
can encourage each other & build a
network of support. Mondays, 6pm;
through Monday, December 26,
Park & Rec, 4612 Park Boulevard.
(UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

FOOD & DRINK

Snow & S'mores Reserve a fire
pit with seasonally inspired gour-
met s'mores platters, single-origin
Stirring Up Nostalgia hot chocolate
and a charcuterie board. Thursday,
December 22, 5pm; Friday, Decem-
ber 23, 5pm; Saturday, December
24, 5pm; Sunday, December 25,
5pm; $200. Omni La Costa Resort
and Spa, 2100 Costa del Mar Road.
(CARLSBAD)

FOR KIDS

Jurassic World: The Exhibi-
tion a family-friendly immersive
20,000-square-foot experience.
Visitors walk through the world-
famous “Jurassic World” gates,
explore richly themed environ-
ments and encounter life-sized
Velociraptors, a Brachiosaurus,
and the most fearsome dinosaur of

all, the mighty Tyrannosaurus rex.
Monday-Sunday, 11am; through
Sunday, April 16, Westfield Mis-
sion Valley Center, 1640 Camino
del Rio North. (MISSION VALLEY)

NATURE

Guided Nature Walk Join a
MTRP Trail Guide on a guided
nature walk and learn about the
plants, animals, geology, history,
and ecology of the park along a
scenic trail. Walks start from the
Visitor Center, are free and open
to the public, with no reservations
required. Walks are canceled if
raining. Saturday, December 24,
9:30am; and Wednesday, December
28, 9:30am. free. Mission Trails
Regional Park, One Father Junipero
Serra Trail. (SAN CARLOS)

Guided Nature Walk Join a
MTRP Trail Guide on a guided
nature walk and learn about the
plants, animals, geology, history,
and ecology of the park along a
scenic trail. Walks start from the
Visitor Center, are free and open
to the public, with no reservations
required. Walks are canceled if
raining. Saturday, December 24,
9:30am; free. Kumeyaay Lake
Campground, Two Father Junipero
Serra Trail. (SANTEE)

SPECIAL
EVENTS

Kwanzaa Celebration 42nd
Annual Kwanzaa Celebration
“Tribute to the Ancestors” Monday,
December 26, 6:30pm; Tuesday,
December 27, 6:30pm; Wednes-
day, December 28, 6:30pm; free.
WorldBeat Cultural Center, 2100
Park Boulevard. (BALBOA PARK)

Live After Five Community
event series featuring live music,
art, happy hour specials from
local businesses, and more. C
Street between Third and Eighth.
Thursdays, 5pm; through Thurs-
day, December 22, free. Gaslamp
Quarter, Fifth Ave., between Broad-
way and Harbor Drive. (DOWNTOWN
SAN DIEGO)

SPORTS &
FITNESS

2022 Holiday Bowl The SDCCU
Holiday Bowl will feature one of
the top teams from both the ACC
and Pac-12. Following the game,
the KGB Sky Show will light up the
San Diego skyline over Petco Park
with its fireworks display. Wednes-
day, December 28, 5pm; $35-$225.
Petco Park, 100 Park Boulevard.
(EAST VILLAGE)



ON STAGE IN SAN DIEGO

THEATER
LISTINGS

Theater listings and commentary
are by Matthew Lickona unless
otherwise noted. Information

is accurate according to mate-
rial given us, but it is always
wise to phone the theater for
any last-minute changes and to
inquire about ticket availability.
Many theaters offer discounts to
students, senior citizens, and the
military. Ask at the box office.

1022 Oceanfront: A Black
Family Christmas

Playwright Dea Hurston collaborated
with three other co-creators, two of
whom star in the show and one of
whom wrote songs for it, to produce
what her program note calls "a holi-
day piece created for actors of color to
tell a story about people of color." The
result is something like a highly pol-
ished, super-sized, musical Christmas
episode of a beloved sitcom. Problems,
mostly of the relationship variety, are
presented, but only so that they may
be triumphed over, talked through,
joked about, or otherwise resolved.
The Black family is a black family —
well, except for the adopted Hispanic
younger brother of protagonist James,
the grown-up son of a strong single
mother, headed home with his loving
(but not wilting) wife to...Carlsbad?
Yep: 30 years ago, Dad achieved his
American dream of home ownership
in the California beach town — even
though the Powers that Be found ways
to make him pay more because of his
race. (That Was Then here; later, when
a character asks, "What trouble could
three black men possibly get into walking
around at night?" the line evokes laughter,
mostly of the not-nervous variety.) Now,
the place is Christmas Central, where
people are quick to share both songs and
feelings along with food and cheer, the
sort of place anyone might want to go
and spend a holiday evening.

NEW VILLAGE ARTS TOURING PERFOR-
MANCE, CALL 760-433-3245 TO RESERVE
SEATS AND VISIT NEWVILLAGEARTS.ORG
FOR LOCATIONS

A Christmas Carol

Quaint it ain’t. The virtues of Cygnet
Theatre’s production of Dickens’ Christ-
mas ghost story are all there at the outset
— really, before the outset, when the cast
members are strolling about the stage
singing carols and telling jokes. The jokes
are silly; the carols, sincere. And then as
the play proper gets started, they shift
smoothly and spookily into declaring the
news of the day: Jacob Marley is dead.
You might smile a bit at just how often
they repeat that cold fact, but a cold fact
it remains, and there you have it: this is
a sad and sometimes scary story about
mortality and doom, but told with the
charm, wit, and warmth necessary to
keep hope alive. Marley is dead, but
Dickens does what Father Abraham
would not in the story of the rich man
and Lazarus: he sends the damned dead
man to warn one who is still living: old
Ebenezer Scrooge. And what a warn-
ing: here and elsewhere, the production
achieves a maximum of stagecraft with a
minimum of effects. It may be relatively
easy to make the puppets portraying
Ignorance and Want properly creepy,

Lamb’s Festival of Christmas: A Christmas Carol: Songs
and spirits, ghosts and glory.

but it’s trickier to give sweet life to Tiny
Tim, and it’s a credit to the versatile cast
that they manage it with seeming ease.
Most remarkable of all: everything here
works to wipe away the dull dinginess
of familiarity and restore the old magic
to the story of a nightmare that rouses
a soul from its selfish slumber.

CYGNET THEATRE, 4040 TWIGGS ST, OLD
TOWN. 619-337-1525. 7:30PM THURS-
DAYS, FRIDAYS, & SATURDAYS.

Annie The Musical

Little Orphan Annie has reminded gen-
erations of theatergoers that sunshine
is always right around the corner, and
now the best-loved musical of all time is
set to return in a new production - just
as you remember it and just when we
need it most. Annie, directed by Jenn
Thompson, features the iconic book and
score, written by Tony Award"-winners
Thomas Meehan, Charles Strouse and
Martin Charnin.

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619570~
1100. 7PM TUESDAY, DEC. 27 & WEDNES-
DAY, DEC. 28.

The Dangerous Christmas

“It’s the holidays. Keep murder in the
family;” suggests The Dangerous Christ-
mas, the newest comedy-thriller from
master storyteller and nationally pub-
lished playwright, Charles Carr. Inspired
by actual events, a mysterious antique
and the man determined to possess it by
any means pull a group of friends into
a decades-old intrigue that turns their
world upside down and threatens their
very lives. The Dangerous Christmas
deftly blends a challenging mystery
that will keep you guessing with wry
humor and a heartfelt message about
the meaning of the season. The cast is
complemented with colorful sets and
a full musical score and sound effects.
CALIFORNIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS,
ESCONDIDO, 340 N. ESCONDIDO BL., ES-
CONDIDO. 760-839-4138. 7PM THURSDAY
& FRIDAY.

Dr. Seuss’s How the

Grinch Stole Christmas!

You all know the story, the sweet simple
plot/ Of how the old Grinch learns what
Christmas is not/ For twenty five years
now, this show has been playing/ So
surely there’s nothing new that’s worth
saying?/ It’s fun for the kiddies, the sets
are outstanding/ And yet, something’s
odd in the whole Whoville branding...
Ok, enough of that — though it’s worth
noting that the Old Globe’s adaptation
of this Christmas classic plays fast and
loose with the rhythm of Seuss when
it suits. But the point stands: after you
hear the Who kiddies scream “Mine!”
as they fight over their toys, and see
the Who grownups sing about how it’s
the thought that counts even as they
chase madly after every on-sale gift
item, you may be tempted to conclude
that the Grinch has a point in his hatred
of Christmas. You may even start to like
the old Grinchy rotter (played as a cross
between Jim Carrey and Tim Curry
by Andrew Polec, resplendently made
up and costumed, and nailing it in the
facial expressions department). And if
that happens, well, it sort of takes the
wind out of the dramatic sails. He’s not
an anti-hero; he’s a bad guy in need of
saving. Still, at least his conversion at
play’s end still makes sense. For their
part, the Whos could use a come-to-
Jesus (well, come-to-Cindy Lou Who)
moment to explain their astonishing
response to losing everything they've
worked so hard to achieve. They assure
us in song that Whos like Christmas,
but why, exactly? Maybe that’s just their
jam? The planning, the presents, the
party? That’s what they tell us, anyway.
But soft — even as I type this, I can
hear the “Bah, humbugs” echoing in
my brain, warning me against dimming
the Christmas cheer and urging me to
laugh and sing along. (The sing-a-long
is a great touch, by the by. You're a mean
one, Mr. Grinch...)

OLD GLOBE - DONALD & DARLENE

SHILEY STAGE, 1363 OLD GLOBE WAY,

BALBOA PARK. 7PM THURSDAYS &
FRIDAYS, 10:30AM, 2PM, & 5PM SAT-
URDAYS & SUNDAYS, 7PM TUESDAYS &
WEDNESDAYS.

Ebenezer Scrooge’s BIG San
Diego Christmas Show

What’s a modern theatrical produc-
tion to do with a story most everybody
knows by heart? Playwrights Steve
Rosen and Gordon Greenberg have
decided that if some familiarity is good,
then more is better, and set Scrooge’s
story right where the theater stands
today. They keep the setting in olden-
days 1919, the better to preserve the
mutton-chop facial hair, the top hats,
and the lack of furnace heating. But
they’re happy to go present-day for the
sake of a joke. They’re happy to go all
sorts of places: meta, silly, clever, even
weird. But while you can play Tiny Tim
for laughs by making him a puppet with
a live, adult human head — just one
clever bit of prop work in a produc-
tion that makes the absolute most of a
few crates, chairs, ladders, and window
casings — there’s only so much humor
a show, even a feel-good show, can get
from the plight of a dying child. Or, for
that matter, from the haunting of an
old man’s loveless heart. It’s to the cast’s
great credit that they are able to execute
the massive shifts in tone when the rim-
shot rat-a-tat of jokes must give way to
the story’s pure feeling without giving
the audience emotional whiplash.
OLD GLOBE - SHERYL & HARVEY WHITE
THEATRE, 1363 OLD GLOBE WAY, BALBOA
PARK. 619-234-5623. 7PM THURSDAYS &
FRIDAYS, 2PM & 7PM SATURDAYS.

Lamb’s Festival of Christmas:
A Christmas Carol

Kerry Mead’s adaptation of Charles
Dickens’ iconic redemption story,
wrapped in the gorgeous music of
the season. Lamb’s Players Theatre
presented A Christmas Carol last
December to great acclaim and sold-
out shows. Then the Omicron surge
swept through the fully vaccinated cast,
and they were forced to cancel the final
five performances. So they decided to
bring it back for 2022.

LAMB'S PLAYERS THEATRE, 1142
ORANGE AVE., CORONADO. 619-437-
0600. 7:30PM FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS.

UPCOMING
SHOWS

Ain’t Too Proud: Life and
Times of the Temptations
Follow The Temptations’ journey from
the streets of Detroit to the Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame. With their signa-
ture dance moves and unmistakable
harmonies, they rose to the top of the
charts creating 42 Top Ten Hits with 14
reaching number one. The rest is his-
tory - how they met, the groundbreak-
ing heights they hit and how personal
and political conflicts threatened to tear
the group apart as the United States fell
into civil unrest. This story of brother-
hood, family, loyalty and betrayal is
set to the beat of “My Girl,” “Just My
Imagination,” “Get Ready;,” “Papa Was
a Rolling Stone” and more.

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. JAN. 3 THROUGH JAN. 8.

Alice in Wonderland

The City of Temecula offers the fifth
session of Temecula Presents” Student-
Led Arts Education Internship Program
allowing students to gain experience in
the theater industry. This free program
provides local youth access to three
months of mentorship from profes-
sional artists and expert advisors and
encourages dynamic, innovative com-
munity building, and learning through
youth-focused arts and cultural projects.
Enjoy Alice in Wonderland with book,
music, and lyrics by Janet Yates and Mark
Friedman based on Alices Adventures in
Wonderland and Through The Looking
Glass by Lewis Carroll. This brand new
musical version of the timeless classic
takes you down the rabbit hole with
the ever-curious Alice to a land of zany
adventures where nothing is as it seems.
OLD TOWN TEMECULA COMMUNITY THE-
ATER, 42051 MAIN ST., TEMECULA. 866-
653-8696. FEB. 3 THROUGH FEB. 5.

Daddy’s Dyin’ Who's

Got The Will?

Welcome to the small town of Anytime,
Texas, US.A. It's a family reunion and
Daddy is about to die. Surrounded by
this patriarch’s clan of children who
have come to support their elderly dad
and find out the contents of his will,
things get out of hand. It is not the story
of the impending demise of the father
or of the drafting of his will, but of a
rebirth of the spirit of the family unit.
OLD TOWN TEMECULA COMMUNITY THE-
ATER, 42051 MAIN ST., TEMECULA. 866-
653-8696. FEB. 10 THROUGH FEB. 19.

Edgar Allan Poe’s Gruesome
Gallery of Grotesquerie
Through tales of murderous madmen
or supernatural mystery, Poe’s enigmatic
musings endure because they allow us to
confront some of our greatest fears and
delight in the darkness while reflecting
on our own life. Co-developed in col-
laboration with Junior Theatre students
and performers, this wholly original
production will fuse storytelling, poetry,
music, movement and puppetry to
explore the works of Edgar Allan Poe.
This celebration of all things macabre
is a JT World Premiere. Recommended
for ages 10 years and up.

CASA DEL PRADO THEATRE, 1600
VILLAGE PL., BALBOA PARK. JAN. 13
THROUGH JAN. 22.

Frozen - The Musical

From the producer of The Lion King
and Aladdin, Frozen, the Tony*-
nominated Best Musical, is now on
tour across North America and the
critics rave, “It’s simply magical!” (LA
Daily News). Heralded by The New
Yorker as “thrilling” and “genuinely
moving,” Frozen features the songs
you know and love from the original
Oscar®-winning film, plus an expanded
score with a dozen new numbers by
the film’s songwriters, Oscar winner
Kristen Anderson-Lopez and EGOT
winner Robert Lopez.

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. JAN. 18 THROUGH JAN. 29.

The Main Line: A

Musical Revue

To commemorate Black History
Month, The Main Line, A Musical
Revue tells the story of the late gospel
singer, Mahalia Jackson. Written and
directed by Jennie Hamilton.
COMMUNITY ACTORS THEATRE, 2957
54TH ST, OAK PARK. 619-581-2634.

FEB. 3 THROUGH FEB. 26.

Mean Girls - The Musical

Mean Girls is a ferociously funny new
musical from an award-winning cre-
ative team, including director Casey
Nicholaw (Aladdin, The Book of
Mormon), composer Jeff Richmond
(“30 Rock,” “Unbreakable Kimmy
Schmidt”), lyricist Nell Benjamin
(Legally Blonde), and book writer Tina
Fey (“30 Rock,” Bossypants).

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. FEB. 28 THROUGH MAR. 5.

San Diego Opera:

The Puccini Duo

The Puccini Duo brings to life two
great Puccini one-act operas. Suor
Angelica tells the story of a woman
(Marina Costa-Jackson) who bears a
child out of wedlock and is sent to a
convent for penance. After seven years,
she is visited by her aunt, the Princi-
pessa, who brings tragic news of her
son, which sets in motion a series of
dire actions that ultimately result in
tragedy, forgiveness, and peace. The
comic-opera Gianni Schicchi begins
with the death of wealthy Florentine
Buoso Donati, and his distraught family
who are upset about being forgotten in
his will. So they enlist the help of fixer
Gianni Schicchi who helps turn the
tables, but not in the way they expect.
Considered a comic masterpiece, this is
a dark satire based on a real story men-
tioned in Dantes Inferno and includes
the famous aria “O mio babbino caro”
Making a welcome return for these per-
formances is mezzo-soprano Stephanie
Blythe, who will sing the role of the
Principessa in Suor Angelica, and will
take on the title role of Gianni Schicchi,
arole traditionally sung by a baritone,
for an opera first! Directed by Paul Cur-
ran and conducted by Yves Abel, San
Diego Opera’s Principal Conductor.
Sung in Italian with projected English
translations. The approximate run time
is 1 hour and 55 minutes, including one
20 minute intermission.

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. FEB. 11 THROUGH FEB. 19.

San Diego Opera: Tosca

Tosca is Giacomo Puccini’s gripping
drama filled with torture, treachery,
lust, execution, and suicide. Scarpia, the
chief of police, wants only two things: to
recapture the escaped prisoner Ange-
lotti and to seduce Tosca, an opera
singer of incredible voice and beauty.
Tosca is in love with Cavaradossi, an
artist and sympathizer of Angelotti.
After arresting Cavaradossi for har-
boring Angelotti, Scarpia plays with
Tosca’s emotions, promising to free
Cavaradossi if Tosca will succumb to
Scarpia’s desires. But Tosca has a plan
of her own, all of which unfolds with
tragic consequences from which no
one can escape. Soaring and sensuous,
filled with such beautiful arias as Tosca’s
“Vissi darte”, Cavaradossi’s “Recondita
armonia” and the powerful choral piece
“Te Deum’, Tosca has some of opera’s
most beloved music, and one of opera’s
most gripping plots. Tosca welcomes
the return of soprano Michelle Bradley
in the title role, and Greer Grimsley in
his signature role of Scarpia. Argentin-
ian tenor Marcelo Puente makes his
San Diego Opera debut as Cavaradossi.
Directed by Alan Hicks and conducted
by Valerio Galli.

SAN DIEGO CIVIC THEATRE, 1100 THIRD
AVE., DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO. 619-570-
1100. MAR. 25 THROUGH MAR. 28.
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CURRENT MOVIES

MOVIE
LISTINGS

All reviews are by Scott Marks, Matthew
Lickona, and Duncan Shepherd.
Priorities are indicated by one to five
stars and antipathies by the black spot.
Unrated movies are for now unreviewed.
Thousands of past reviews are available
online at SDReader.com/movies.

Avatar: The Way of Water — A person
might argue that once you've figured out
how to download a person’s consciousness
into a lab-grown, giant blue superhuman
body, you don’t absolutely need to travel
across the galaxy to hunt whales that
produce minute quantities of stuff that
stops human aging. But that person would
be missing the point of director and co-
writer James Cameron’s sequel to Avatar,

a movie that deploys even more high

tech (or at least, high frame rate) than its
predecessor in service to its message that
happiness lies in reconnecting to nature.
Because once humanity lost sight of that,
erm, native truth, what else was left but
the itch for innovation, expansion, and
conquest? It would also be missing the
point to lament the incessant addition of
“bro!” and “cuz!” to the ends of lines spo-
ken by dreadlocked blue teen offspring of
soldier-gone-Na'vi Jake Sully, or the weird
dramatic and personal vacancy of their
torn-between-two-worlds human friend
Spider. Because dialogue and character
and even plot mechanics must here bend
the knee before spectacle and dynamics.
And those are things Cameron knows

well enough to make you feel them in
whatever part of you has made him so
unerringly successful at the box office.
Here, it’s the spectacle of a well lighted life
below the ocean waves, and the dynamics
of fathers and sons, of hosts and refugees,
of hunter and hunted. And it would be
missing the point in truly special fashion
to call the proceedings indulgent to the
point of self-infatuation: Cameron has
built a new world from the remixed bits

Avatar: The Way of Water: What, no sea horses?

of this one, and he seems determined
that we should not simply visit Pandora,
we should, for at least three hours, live
in it. It might not be missing the point to
note that the devotion to ever-higher CG
resolution and ever-more immersive 3-D
has a tendency to drain the drama — the
visceral, vital impact — from hand-to-
hand combat, and to make the biggest
battles feel like video-game cutscenes. But
then, there is more than one way to see

this particular movie. 2022. —M.L. %%
(IN WIDE RELEASE)

Babylon — A tale of outsized ambi-
tion and outrageous excess which traces
the rise and fall of multiple characters
during an era of unbridled decadence
and depravity in early Hollywood. Set

in 1920s Los Angeles led by Brad Pitt,
Margot Robbie and Diego Calva, with an
ensemble cast including Jovan Adepo, Li

Jun Li, and Jean Smart. 2022. Sgt. Tiki
(IN WIDE RELEASE)

The Banshees of Inisherin — Set

on a remote island off the west coast of
Ireland, lifelong friends Padraic (Colin
Farrell) and Colm (Brendan Gleeson)
find themselves at an impasse when
Colm unexpectedly puts an end to their
friendship. A stunned Pddraic, aided by
his sister Siobhdn (Kerry Condon) and
troubled young islander Dominic (Barry
Keoghan), endeavours to repair the
relationship, refusing to take no for an
answer. But Padraic’s repeated efforts only
strengthen his former friend’s resolve
and when Colm delivers a desperate
ultimatum, events swiftly escalate, with
shocking consequences. Starring Colin
Farrell, Brendan Gleeson, Kerry Condon,
and Barry Keoghan. 2022. Sgt. Tiki (IN
WIDE RELEASE)

Empire of Light — Watching writer-
director Sam Mendes’ latest, it’s hard to
shake the suspicion that he fell in love
with the setting — an achingly beautiful
old movie house/general nightspot in
an English seaside town — and set out
to make a movie around it. Because
while the place looks fantastic — Roger
Deakins’ camerawork has the interior’s
Art Deco woodwork radiating color
almost as richly as the exterior’s neon
trim — the story skips from this to

that with all the depth and impact of
the stone that frustrated new employee
Stephen (Michael Ward, beautiful) sends
skipping across the local lido during his
conversation with his mentally unstable
fellow worker Hilary (Olivia Colman,
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AND CLICK “CONTESTS.”
DEADLINE TO ENTER IS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27 AT 1PM.

BAYLON has been rated R for strong and crude sexual content, graphic nudity, bloody violence, drug use, and pervasive language.
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Seating is firstcome, firstserved and cannot be guaranteed. Theater is overbooked to ensure a full house.
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sympathetic). He’s frustrated because

he has to deal with rising racism in late
70s England; she’s unstable because —
well, causes are tricky, but it’s clearly the
case that she’s had a bad time of it in

the Men in Authority department. Just
now, she’s trapped in a tawdry office-
visit affair with her boss Donald (Colin
First, seedy), who begs her to suck it
when she just wants to wank him and
get it over with. Shed much rather share
a secret tryst with Stephen, and what do
you know, he’s happy to play along. Is it
a young man’s coming of age tale of life
lived and wisdom won, or a middle-aged
woman’s journey through adversity to
satisfaction? Is it about the magic of

the movies and the escape they offer, or
the need to cast fantasy aside and face
the duller adventure offered by reality?
Maybe with a little more craft and care, it
could have been all of them, but as it is,
skip, skip, skip. Late in the film, Hilary
asks projectionist Norman (Toby Young,
appealing) why he made a particular
momentous decision; his mystified reply
may match the viewer’s own as to what
Mendes had in mind here. 2022. —M.L.
% (IN WIDE RELEASE)

The Fabelmans — Directed by Steven
Spielberg, the surreal comedy stars
Gabriel LaBelle as 16-year-old aspiring
filmmaker Sammy Fabelman, Michelle
Williams as his artistic mother, Paul
Dano as his successful scientific father,
Seth Rogen as honorary “uncle” to the
Fabelman children, and Judd Hirsch as
Mitzi’s Uncle Boris. 2022. Sgt. Tiki (IN
WIDE RELEASE)

Gremlins — Nobody is taken very much
aback on meeting a pointy-eared furry
little beast who speaks and sings in Eng-
lish, in a voice like Disney’s Chip ‘n’ Dale.
But after all, in this “typical” American
small town (so beloved of executive
producer Steven Spielberg), school is still
in session on Christmas Eve Day and a
subtitled Cocteau film is broadcast on
local TV that night, and the grasp on
character and psychology is more or less
the exact equal of Dr. Seuss (e.g., the
Widow Scrooge who vows to capture a
troublesome mutt and put him in her
spin-dryer). But it’s rather as if Dr. Seuss
had decided to supplement his reputable
pediatric practice and peddle mind-
altering, brain-damaging substances to
the older kids on the school playground:
the animated stuffed animal, when gotten
wet, spawns egg-sized fur balls that grow
up to be sharp-toothed batlike hellions
who like to smoke, drink, break-dance,
throw open the classic trenchcoat and
expose themselves to females, and much,
much worse. To find, or to imagine, the
ideal customer for this concoction is a
chore. The problem, in part, would be

to find someone young enough not to

be bothered by the cuteness and not to
notice the total insincerity. (The hor-

ror element, much diluted by the two
aforementioned qualities, would not be
part of the problem for the indicated age
group, though a number of presumably
grown-up critics professed, or pretended,
to be bothered by it.) Such restrictions, of
course, would not leave anyone around
who could appreciate the cinematic in-
jokes, but those are inappreciable anyway.
With Zach Galligan, Phoebe Cates, Hoyt
Axton, and Frances Lee McCain; directed
by Joe Dante. 1984. — D.S. @ (DIGITAL
GYM CINEMA)

Guillermo del Toro’s Pinocchio —
People are sometimes afraid of what they

don’t know... From the mind of Academy
Award’-winning filmmaker Guillermo
del Toro and award-winning stop-motion
legend Mark Gustafson, it’s a story you
think you may know... but you don’t.
2022. (REGAL ESCONDIDO; REGAL
PARKWAY PLAZA)

How the Grinch Stole Christmas —
A major ouch. The kiddie-lit holiday
homily — “Maybe Christmas doesn’t
come from a store./ Maybe Christmas
perhaps means a little bit more” — illus-
trated in theme-park sets and costumes
(rodenty snouts on all the citizens of
Whoville save the little heroine, Taylor
Momsen, and Christine Baranski). Jim
Carrey, as the hairy green Scrooge-cum-
Sasquatch, is under so much makeup

he might as well be voicing a cartoon.
Directed by Ron Howard. 2000. — D.S. @
(IN WIDE RELEASE)

1 Wanna Dance With Somebody —
Amusingly positive account of the
unfortunate life led by Whitney Houston,
from New Jersey choir girl to one of the
best-selling and most awarded record-
ing artists of all time, to a crack addict
dying in the bathroom. Directed by Kasi
Lemmons, written by Anthony McCarten,
produced by music executive Clive Davis,
and starring Naomi Ackie. 2022. (IN
WIDE RELEASE)

The Mean One — First, he stole Christ-
mas. Now, he’s back for blood. Just in
time for the holidays, this Grinch parody
recasts the eventual hero of Whoville as

a vicious murderer. Directed by Steven
LaMorte and written by Flip and Finn
Kobler. 2022. Sgt. Tiki (REGAL ESCON-
DIDO; REGAL RANCHO SAN DIEGO;
REGAL SAN MARCOS)

The Menu — A couple (Anya Taylor-Joy
and Nicholas Hoult) travels to a coastal
island to eat at an exclusive restaurant
where the chef (Ralph Fiennes) has
prepared a lavish menu, with some
shocking surprises. 2022. Sgt. Tiki (IN
WIDE RELEASE)

The Polar Express — Neither an
“instant classic” nor the polar opposite,
but a middling addition to the holiday
repertoire: computerized illustrations

of the Chris Van Allsburg children’s
book about a little boy already too old

to believe in Santa (“This is your crucial
year”), snatched out of his bed on Christ-
mas Eve for a faith-restoring train trip to
the North Pole. Is seeing believing? — or
vice versa? (The answer to the explicit
question, “Could this be nothing but a
dream?,” is a firm “No!”) The fundamen-
tal animation technique of drawing on
top of live-action figures — as in Ralph
Bakshi’s version of The Lord of the Rings,
for example — is nothing new, but it has
never looked quite like this: a mobile
billboard or magazine ad airbrushed to
the thickness of cake frosting, giving the
image a velvety, mossy, furry, peach-
fuzzy feel. Filmmaker Robert Zemeckis,
who really did foment a revolution in
animation in Who Framed Roger Rabbit,
does not now appear likely to repeat the
feat. But only time will tell. (Maybe when
computer-generated touch-ups have

MEDIA ARTS CENTER SAN DIEGO

White Noise: Baumbach does Delillo.

become as commonplace in Hollywood as
cosmetic surgery, we'll look back on The
Polar Express as the breakthrough.) There
are some marvelous sights on parade —
the ghostly first appearance of the choo-
choo out of a clearing cloud of steam and
swirling snow; the wind-borne ticket that
returns to its holder via a relay network of
a pack of wolves, an eagle, a rolling snow-
ball, etc.; the perilous slog over the top

of the railcars against a relentless salvo

of blinding snowflakes; the train snaking
across an ice-covered track; the red-brick
Victorian architecture of the Pole — but
these, without exception, are significantly
liberated from the live actors. They are
free-hand animation. The recognizable
face of Tom Hanks, behind a walrus mus-
tache and half-moon glasses, in the part
of the train conductor and chief prosely-
tizer for childlike credulity, is something
of a distraction — a disruption in the
cartoon universe — in the same way that

an overly recognizable voice can be a
distraction (Robin Williams in Aladdin,
Eddie Murphy in Shrek, Albert Brooks
and Ellen DeGeneres in Finding Nemo

— name your own). But Hanks’s voice,

in a handful of other roles besides that of
the conductor, almost as though he alone
were reading the Van Allsburg text for
audiotape, has been sufficiently disguised
or electronically altered to be no more
than a minimal distraction. 2004. — D.S.
%% (IN WIDE RELEASE)

Puss in Boots: The Last Wish —
Charismatic outlaw Puss in Boots
discovers that his passion for peril and
disregard for safety have taken their toll.
Puss has burned through eight of his nine
lives, though he lost count along the way.
Getting those lives back will send Puss in
Boots on his grandest quest yet. Antonio
Banderas returns as the voice of the noto-
rious PiB as he embarks on an epic journey
into the Black Forest to find the mythical
Wishing Star and restore his lost lives. But
with only one life left, Puss will have to
humble himself and ask for help from his
former partner and nemesis: the captivat-
ing Kitty Softpaws (Salma Hayek Pinault).
2022. Sgt. Tiki (IN WIDE RELEASE)

Tar — From producer-writer-director
Todd Field comes TAR, starring Cate
Blanchett as the iconic musician Lydia
Tar. If you want to dance the mask,

you must service the composer. TAR
examines the changing nature of power,
its impact and durability in our modern
world. 2022. Sgt. Tiki (DIGITAL
GYM CINEMA)

The Whale — A reclusive English
teacher attempts to reconnect with his
estranged teenage daughter. Directed

by Darren Aronofsky, starring Brendan
Fraser, Sadie Sink, and Ty Simpkins. 2022.
(IN WIDE RELEASE)

White Noise — Noah Baumbach adapts
Don DeLillo’s novel about a suburban
family on the run ater a catastrophic
event. Starring Adam Driver and

Greta Gerwig. 2022. (LANDMARK
HILLCREST)
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Musical relations Lauren
Leigh began singing around
the age of five, accompany-
ing the songs in The Little
Mermaid until she knew them
all by heart. Her aunt, local
singer-songwriter Eve Selis,
told her that she was already

the doubting, questioning,
and crying in the shower.
And there’s a song called ‘T
Loved You, which is kind of
like an Etta James romantic
heartbreaking song.” She also
wrote a tune for her son Jack
while he was in the hospital,

Lauren Leigh: PayPal pal helped Ghost in the Picture appear.

avocal prodigy. “I didn’t have
perfect pitch,” says Leigh,
“but I guess I was hitting the
notes and keys right” Music
is in her blood: besides Selis,
her father Claudio Martin is a
guitar virtuoso, and her cous-
ins in the band Omo Cloud
perform as well. Now grown
up and performing all around
San Diego, Leigh has fronted
classic country bands such as
Wild Heart, as well as singing
with Pink Froyd, High Tide
Society, Analog Project, Back
to the Garden, and others.
Recently, Leigh released her
second solo full-length, Ghost
in the Picture.

Half the songs on the
album were written about
a pandemic romance gone
sour. In addition, her best
friend died that year, and
her son was admitted to the
hospital. “I was dealing with
a lot of different variances
of grief and loss,” she says.
“This album is a reaction
to that — basically, a lot of
heavy topics” Her recent
failed relationship with a fel-
low songwriter is discussed
in the first track, “Foul Play”
“It’s a breakup song, [about]
being angry that it’s over:

“JacK’s Lullaby,” with other
songs touching on topics of
depression, mental health
awareness, and healing.

She says she wasn’t think-
ing about making an album
last year, but she'd written a
bunch of new songs based on
recent events and experi-
ences. Then a friend told
Leigh that she needed to
make this album right away,
ponying up $5000 via PayPal
to get her started and serv-
ing as executive producer.

“I was like, ‘Oh crap, oh my
gosh, were going to make this
album’ 1 went ahead got the
ball rolling and started imag-
ining in my head what the
album looked like, sounded
like, and which songs I
wanted to include and which
ones I didn’t” The project
was recorded at two studios
and completed in September.
All the instrumentals except
drums were tracked at Stair-
way Studios in Los Angeles
over one weekend. Lauren
employed the musicians her-
self, booking an Airbnb for
everyone and paying them
for their time. “Two full
days, two twelve-hour-long
days, and it was exhausting”

The percussion parts were
recorded at her drummer’s
home, while the vocals were
tracked with local mainstay
Jeff Berkley at his Satellite
Studio. Some of the back-
ing vocals were recorded at
the San Diego home of Josh
Taylor and Sandy King (King
Taylor Project), after Leigh
found herself with a few new
ideas but no more studio
time. “They are brilliant at
arranging vocals, specifically
backing vocals,” she says.
After Taylor and King’s pass,

" the masters
were sent back
to Berkley for
final mixing.
There are a total
of eight songs
on the album.
“It’s like drugs!”
says Leigh of the
ordeal. “That’s
why people keep
doing this, it’s
an insane pro-
cess. You basi-
cally bankrupt
yourself just to
hear your own
songs the way
you want to hear them?”

Leigh regularly performs
at St. Mark Golf Course in
San Marcos, where she’ll
appear on Friday, December
30 for a late afternoon set.
The album release party for
Ghost in the Picture is set for
January 4 at the Belly Up in
Solana Beach. It’s going to
be a family affair, with her
cousin’s group Omo Cloud
opening the show and a
guest appearance by Aunt
Selis. “It was very important
to have my aunt on the show,
I want it to be a big night.
This is little Lauren, being
like five years old watching
Eve play, and I want to get
on stage with her. It’s not just
me sitting with her band; it’s
us sharing a bill together.
She’s been a hero of mine
forever” The relatives will be
taking turns appearing with
Leigh, including her father
Claudio Martin, who will be
playing guitar on the open-
ing song.

— Gabriel Garcia

Find Blurt online at SDReader.com/blurt

CONTRIBUTORS
Robert Bush, Andrew Hamlin,
Dryw Keltz, Jay Allen Sanford,
Spike Steffenhagen

You can submit a listing, download
mp3s, watch videos, subscribe to
event alerts, get directions, and find
more information about these shows
online at SDReader.com/music.

THIS WEEK'S
SHOWS

411 Market Street San
Diego, CA 92101.:
Thursday, 7pm — Andrea
Loraine Jazz Trio.

Bellamy's Restaurant:
Thursday, 6pm — Dalton
Gazette.

Belly Up Tavern:
Thursday, 8pm — Betamaxx.
$20-$35.

Friday, 8pm — Cash’d Out.
$26-$46.

Tuesday, 8pm — Donavon
Frankenreiter.

Wednesday, 8pm — Yachtley
Crew. $30-$53.

Cannonball:
Thursday, 5pm — Andrew Pena.
Tuesday, 5pm — Kai Kalama.

Casbah:

Thursday, 8pm — La Diabla and
Cumbia Machin. $12.

Saturday, 8pm — Exile on
Kettner Blvd. Free.

Monday, 8pm — Marujah and
True Stories. $10.

Wednesday, 8pm — Starcrawler.
$20.

Duck Foot Brewing
Company:

Tuesday, 7pm — SD Jazz
Collective.

Duck Foot Brewing
Company, 8920 Kenamar
Drive. :

Thursday, 7pm — Blonde
Brothers.

Duke's La Jolla:
Friday, 3pm — Kai Kalama.
Tuesday, 4pm — Johnny Martin.

Estancia La Jolla Hotel and

Spa:
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RECORDS, TAPES,
ROCK T-SHIRT’S,
TURNTABLES,
BOOMBOXES, WALKMANS
WE STILL SELL CDS,
CASSETTES, DVDS,
VHS, LDS

WE BUY RECORDS!!!
HIGHEST PRICES PAID
AS WELL AS GUITARS!!

JOB OPENING /| WE ARE
NOW HIRING
TAANGMUSIC@GMAIL.COM

3834 5TH AVE.
LOCATED IN THE HEART
OF HILLCREST
WE DO SPECIAL ORDERS
858-880-8754

TAANG.COM

Saturday & Wednesday, 6pm —
Keni Yarbro.
Tuesday, 6pm — DevvLov.

Fairmont Grand Del Mar:
Friday, 6pm — Farrah Camu.

Farmer & the Seahorse:
Friday, 4:30pm — Dawn
Mitschele.

Fast Times:
Wednesday, 6pm — Barefoot
Hockey Goalie.

First Unitarian Universalist
Church of San Diego:
Thursday, 7:30pm — Winter
Schminter: A Hanukkah/Solstice
Concert. Free.

Garage Kitchen + Bar:
Friday, 7pm — Adam Bergoch.

House of Blues:
Thursday, 7:30pm — Machine
Head. $28-$75.

Humphreys Backstage Music
Club:

Friday, 8pm — Billy Joel Holiday
Show by Billy Nation. $15-$35.

L'Auberge Del Mar:
Thursday, 5pm — Tolan Shaw.

La Valencia Hotel:
Thursday, 5pm — Christian
Taylor.

Friday, 6pm — Keni Yarbro.
Saturday, 10:30am — Jemille
Vialet.

Sunday, 10:30am — Helena
Holleran.

Madam Bonnie's:
Friday, 7pm — Guapacha Latin
Duo & Band.

Mission Bay Resort:
Thursday, 6pm — Johnny
Martin.

Friday, 6pm — Anna Ballew.
Sunday, 6pm — Keni Yarbro.
Monday, 6pm — Jesse Johnson.
Tuesday, 6pm — Helena
Holleran.

Wednesday, 6pm — DevvLov.

Mr. Peabody's Bar & Grill:
Thursday, 9pm — Blame Betty.

Wed, 12/21

CHEYENNE BENTON
ALEX LIEVANOS
ECHINACEA  KELPBEDS

Thu, 12/22
CRASHING FORWARD
ICEPIELD

YUJIN13 e SLEDGES

Fri, 12/23
NOCHE DE VERANO
SIN TI

CELEBRACION DE BAD BUNNY|

Wed, 12/28
VICTIMS FAMILY +

GIBBY HAYNES

THE PAUL GREEN ROCK

ACADEMY

Thu, 12/29

GLASS SPELLS
DE LUX

Fri, 12/30

L'ECLAIR

PEARL & THE OYSTERS
ROGE

SAN DIEGO FREAK OUT DJS

Sat, 12/31

SWAMI JOHN REIS
MRS MAGICIAN

SODABARMUSIC.COM

e ek ke ok ok ko ek ke ok ok ok ke ok k ke
3615 EL CAJON BLVD. 92104

Music Box:
Friday, 7:30pm — Infected
Mushroom. $35.

Nick & G's:
Saturday, 6pm — Helena
Holleran.

Nova SD:
Friday, 8pm — Lee Foss. $20.

Ocean Beach People's
Organic Food Market & Deli:
Friday, 6pm — Riley and Sage.
Free.

Pala Events Center:
Thursday, 7:30pm — LeAnn
Rimes. $35-$55.

Soda Bar:

Friday, 8pm — Noche de Verano
Sin Ti. $18.

Wednesday, 7:30pm — Victims
Family and Gibby Haynes. $25.

Tidal:
Friday, 5pm — Johnny Martin.
Sunday, 1pm — Olivia Rohde.

University Club Atop
Symphony Towers:
Tuesday, 4:30pm — Farrah
Camu.

Waterbar:
Thursday, 4pm — Mockery.

Westfield University Towne
Centre:

Thursday, 12pm — Ben
Benavente.

Friday, 12pm — Sarah Rogo.

Winstons Beach Club:
Friday, 8pm — Barbara Wire,
Kimmi Bitter, Sleepy Pearls.
$8-$10.

UPCOMING
SHOWS

Alila Marea Beach Resort:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Keni
Yarbro.

Athenaeum Music and Arts
Library:

Thursday, Jan. 5 — San Diego
New Music: soundON Festival.
$12-$85.
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Find LIVE FIVE online at sandiegoreader.com/music

BERKLEY HART

Jeff Berkley and Calman Hart, collectively known as Berkley
Hart, have earned a following for their multi-performer theme
concert productions, such as Oh Berkley, where Hart Thou (cov-
ering music from one particular film). The duo will be joined by
several guests on December 21 at the Music Box in Little Italy
for their annual Berkley Hart Christmas Show. Earl Thomas,
Lisa Sanders, Josh Weinstein, and King Taylor Project are all
slated to appear.

BAREFOOT HOCKEY GOALIE

Barefoot Hockey Goalie tends to create bizarre rock operas,
such as Darius, An Interview With Thomas Edison, and Fedik’s
Butcher Shop, the latter about Estonian Butchers and their
adventures in America, with songs about hoodlums and rac-
coons. Their EP Kid Champion concerns an ill-fated boxer’s
battle against the Devil. On December 28, the band will debut
Clairemont: A Suburban Rock Opera at Fast Times in (where
else?) Clairemont.

JONNY TARR

Originally from Cardiff, Wales, Jonny Tarr makes electronic soul
music on guitar, synth, sax, flute, vocals, loop station, samples,
and blowing sax. His first fully self-produced album The Rules
was released this past summer via local Pacific Records, and
he has a new tribute project covering the music of the band Chi-
cago. He'll perform Friday, December 30 at L'Auberge Del Mar.

EXILE ON KETTNER BLVD

With a dearth of rock and roll events happening around town on
Christmas Eve, why not check out the Casbah’s annual local all-
star tribute to the music of the Rolling Stones, Exile on Kettner
BIvd? This year, the collective of area band members will per-
form the entire Goat’s Head Soup album, along with selected
prime cuts from the band’s 60-year discography.

MICHAEL BUCHMILLER/PACIFIC RECORDS

s I arviak
%‘ with PACIFIC RECORDS

CHRISTMAS WITH PACIFIC RECORDS

This year’'s Christmas With Pacific Records compilation will be
released digitally by the local label, although it will receive an
expanded physical release next year. Contributors include Au-
drey Callahan (“My Christmas Wish For You”), Laurie Beebe
Lewis (“Mary Did You Know?”), The Tourmaliners (“O Little
Town of Bethlehem”), The Shambles (“Warm This Winter”), and
others. Cover artwork was provided by Michael Buchmiller of
the Satanic Puppeteer Orchestra.

[OVERHEARD IN SAN DIEGO: THE MAGNOLIA

I CAN'T BELIEVE v AND WHAT WAS
B THEY ONLY PLAYED FOR 3 WITH THOSE NEW

OVERHEARD? EMAIL JAS2669@AO0L.COM - IF WE USE YOUR TIP, YOU GET THE ARTWORK

JAY ALLEN SANFORD]

WE COULD'VE
SAVED OURSELVES
OVER $500.

WWW ACEBOOK COM/JAYALLEN. SANFORD

Friday, Jan. 6 — San Diego New
Music: soundON Festival. $12-
$85.

Sutmduy, Jan. 7 — San Diego
New Music: soundON Festival.
$12-$85.

Bang Bang:
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Carl Craig &
Layton Giordani.

Beaumont's:
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Classless
Act.

Bellamy's Restaurant:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Farrah
Camu.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Johnny
Martin.

Belly Up Tavern:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — Easy Wind.
Friday, Dec. 30 — Trombone
Shorty & Orleans Avenue.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Trombone
Shorty & Orleans Avenue.
Wednesday, Jan. 4 — Lauren
Leigh Album Release.

Thursday, Jan. 5 — Cayucas and
Trouble in the Wind.

Friday, Jan. 6 — The California

Honeydrops.
Saturday, Jan. 7 — The
California Honeydrops.

Wednesday, Jan. 11 — Steely
Damned 2.

Thursday, Jan. 12 — Tunnel
Vision and Dubbest.

Friday, Jan. 13 — The

PettyBreakers.
Saturday, Jan. 14 — Tommy
Castro & The Painkillers.

Bloom Nightclub:
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Bob Moses.

Brew Coffee Spot:
Saturday, Jan. 7 — Java Jazz
Quartet. Free.

Brick by Brick:

Thursday, Jan. 26 — Within
Destruction and Distinguisher.
$14-$18.

Cannonball:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Ben
Benavente.

Casbah:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — The
Greyboy Allstars.

Friday, Dec. 30 — The Greyboy
Allstars.

Saturday, Dec. 31 — The
Greyboy Allstars.

Saturday, Jan. 7 — The Fall of
Troy and Gold Necklace.
Wednesday, Jan. 11 — The Planet
Smashers.

Thursday, Jan. 12 — Dale
Watson.

Sunday, Jan. 15 — Reverend
Horton Heat.

Che Café:

Saturday, Jan. 7 — World Peace,
ATM, Madrugado, Intercom.
$15.

EVERYDAY

wgy CASH PAID

RECORDS CASSETTES S
VINTAGE + MODERN BAND TSHIRTS
OVITARS MVSICAL INSTRVMENTS

OK ot ALL THINGS 60D WETRD AND STRANGE

12PM - 8PMm (609) HIt-3BS2

283¢ NORTH PARK WAY
SAN DIEGO CA 92104

HTTPS:/AFVLLCONTACTROCKNROLL.COM

RECORD PLAYERS

GRAND

COMEDY CLUB
OPEN MIC NIGHT

Thu, 12/22, 6:30pm

HOLLYWOOD
SHOWCASE
JOHN WYNN

Fri, 12/23 @ 6:30pm & 8:30pm

TOM THAKKAR
(The Tonight Show, Conan)
Wyatt Cote
Fri, 12/30 @6:30pm & 8:30pm
Sat, 12/31 @6:30pm & 8:30pm

340 East Grand Avenue,
Escondido, CA 92025
760-741-LAFF (5233)

GrandComedyClub.com

tl-twg,

4746 El Cajon Blvd.

619-255-1481

facebook.com/tiltwoclubsandiego

KARAOKE
EVERY MONDAY!

Wed, December 21, 7pm
TRIVIA NIGHT

Thu, December 22
NOWHERELAND
Blair Gun - The Oxen

Fri, December 23
FESTIVUS FOR
THE REST OF US
Variety show with live
performances, dancers,
and food

Sat, December 24
THE RATTY SHOW

Thu, December 29
CITY SOUL COLLECTIVE
Soul, funk, and reggae with
Guest DJ Beau Selector

Fri, December 30
DOC HAMMER
Roger! Roger! - Zaniak

(Chris McQueen Benefit)

Sat, December 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY
DJs Josexxx, Mike Delgado,
and Mars

Conrad Prebys Performing
Arts Center:

Saturday, Jan. 14 — Davina &
The Vagabonds. $60-$80.

Duck Foot Brewing
Company:

Thursday, Jan. 5 — Deadheads
Night.

Tuesday, Jan. 10 — SD Jazz
Collective.

Duke's La Jolla:
Friday, Dec. 30 — Ke’Ahi.

Estancia La Jolla Hotel and
Spa:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — David
Shyde.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Rachel Jay.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Christian
Taylor.

Fairmont Grand Del Mar:
Friday, Dec. 30 — Helena
Holleran.

Farmer & the Seahorse:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Sean
McCole.

Garage Kitchen + Bar:
Friday, Dec. 30 — Adam
Bergoch.

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Adam
Bergoch.

House of Blues:

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Shrek Rave.
Thursday, Jan. 12 — Drew
Afualo.

Saturday, Jan. 14 — Emo Night
Brooklyn. $15.

L'Auberge Del Mar:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Jemille
Vialet.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Jonny Tarr.

La Valencia Hotel:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Helena
Holleran.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Keni Yarbro.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — Jemille
Vialet.

Loews Coronado Bay Resort:
Friday, Dec. 30 — Sean McCole.

Madam Bonnie's:
Friday, Dec. 30 — Guapacha
Latin Duo & Band.

Mission Bay Resort:
Thursday, Dec. 29 — Tori Roze.
Friday, Dec. 30 — Israel
Maldonado.

Mr. Peabody's Bar & Grill:
Friday, Dec. 30 — The Oneders.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — PRI.
Friday, Jan. 6 — Thea the Band.
Free.

Saturday, Jan. 7 — Tube Amp’d.
Free.

Thursday, Jan. 12 — James Allen.
Free.

Friday, Jan. 13 — 2lil2late. Free.
Friday, Jan. 13 — Circasonic.
Free.

Music Box:

Friday, Dec. 30 — Dizzy Wright
and Lutan Fyah.

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Beats
Antique and Red Giant Project.
Saturday, Jan. 7 — The Purple
Ones.

Sunday, Jan. 8 — LaRussell.
Thursday, Jan. 12 — Daring
Greatly and Ash Easton.

Friday, Jan. 13 — One More
Time: A Tribute to Daft Punk.
Saturday, Jan. 14 — Taylor Rave.
Sunday, Jan. 15 — Zoso.

Nova SD:

Friday, Dec. 30 — Green Velvet.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — DJ Zedd.
Saturday, Jan. 7 — Night Trip.
Friday, Jan. 13 — Trivecta.



— | HE—
ON2O0
REPORT

Rap rumble

Sipping smoke and spitting
rhymes at Lux Lounge

Nothing like a little sea moss in the system
before the battle kicks off. Sixty-three-year-old
Miss Sherry Elie, owner and organizer of the
CRS (Cut it, Roll it, Smoke it) San Diego Rap
Battle League, buys me a sea moss smoothie at
Fuel Thy Cells on University Avenue as we wait
for the competition to begin. There’s a reason
why rappers love this shit: if you don’t know,
sea moss stimulates thyroid function, gets rid of
excess mucus, kills bad bacteria in the gut, and
supports healthy blood pressure. All key health
benefits for competitors preparing to step into
the battle lights next door at the Lux Lounge,
located within a La Mesa strip mall. Oh, and
they love good weed, too.

We walk over to the Lounge with our sea
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If you go first, you have the edge of striking the first blows, but if you
go second, you can work with what the first rapper rhymes.

moss smoothies in hand and Modelos stashed

in Whittney Blue’s bag — but her nephew

Finny keeps shotgunning the bottles and they

go quick. Meanwhile, Dee, employed as the vid-

eographer for the night, is getting his cameras
dialed in. Miss Sherry sits us inside the venue

on commodious strawberry-colored bench
seats close to where the organized oral assault is
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about to pop off. Fittingly, a UFC fight flickers
on the TVs stationed around the lounge. The
hookah at our table gets fired up simultaneously
with the first battle of the evening.

The competition consists of two five-minute
rounds, and host Badnewz Brown flips a coin
to determine which rapper will kick things off.
The unrestrained crowd surrounds the two

JAKE PETERSON

rappers beneath a trio of bright spotlights. I see
Dee behind the tripods with his camera, catch-
ing his angles. The first rapper starts to spit a
few bars. I ponder whether it’s an advantage

to go first or second. If you go first, you have
the edge of striking the first blows, but if you

go second, you can work with what the first
rapper rhymes and spin something clever right
back - like an elbow to the eye socket — which is
exactly what happens during the opening battle.

With the final word, the second rapper
secures the victory, barking “This verse is about
to leave you torn like Drake and Wayne/I can't
complain/His bitch let me stick my fingers in
her box like Raising Cane’s!” Boom, the crowd
holds their fists to their gaping mouths and
erupts with cries of “Oooooh” and “Thats fire!”
Miss Sherry hops on the mic and announces
a ten-minute outdoor smoke break. “You can
smoke the hookah in here, but you gotta smoke
the weed outside!”

In the parking lot, it looks like locomotive
smoke is billowing from the bodies of fans, who
are outfitted in ball caps, TruGrind gear, hood-
ies, and CRS T-shirts in Rastafarian colors. The
rappers and the show-goers all mingle together,
passing blunts and cracking jokes with each
other. There’s no apparent bad blood. In Miss

(continued on page 26)

Find The Gonzo Report online at sandiegoreader.com/gonzo
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IMMORTAL BEAUTY

A Christmas opera in which the elf gives himself

Who's in the mood for a
Christmas opera? It may
seem like a strange question,
because there aren’t any
Christmas operas, are there?
Yes, yes there are. Several, in
fact. Well, a handful, anyway.
First, there are the Die

Hard Christmas operas. These
operas, set during Christmas,
don‘t really have anything

to do with Christmas. The
obvious one is La Boheme by
Giacomo Puccini. The first
and second acts are set on
Christmas Eve. The other Die

Hard Christmas Opera is Paul
Bunyan by Benjamin Britten.
This opera concludes with
a Christmas party. But good
luck trying to get to the end
to enjoy that yuletide cele-
bration; | find Paul Bunyan to
be an insufferable opera.

| listened to the opening
scene of It's a Wonderful
Life, as that's the only section
of the opera that is avail-
able online. | tend to be a
Jake Heggie fan, but this
wasn't working for me. At
least in this version, Clar-

Classical Music this week

City Ballet: The Nutcracker
The Nutcracker is the clas-

sic Victorian-era story of

the adventures of Clara, the
Nutcracker Prince, Herr
Drosselmeyer, and the Sugar
Plum Fairy told through a magi-
cal theatrical experience to Pyotr
Tchaikovsky’s famous score.
Young and old alike will be cap-
tivated by Elizabeth Wistrich’s
choreography, the exquisite cos-
tumes, and grand sets. Let your
childhood dreams return and
inspire you to imagine a bygone
time. Thursday, December 22,

S5 Wells, 4 Domestics

Extensive Craft Beer Selection
Happy Hour All Day Everyday

7:30pm; Friday, December 23,
7:30pm; $30-$103. California
Center for the Arts, Escondido,
340 N. Escondido Boulevard.

Golden State Ballet: The
Nutcracker Golden State
Ballet presents the beloved
holiday tale of Clara and her
Nutcracker Prince, all danced
to live music from musicians
of the San Diego Symphony,
playing Tchaikovsky’s classic
score. Thursday, December
22, 7:30pm; Friday, December
23, 5:30pm; San Diego Civic
Theatre, 1100 Third Avenue.

BY GARRETT HARRIS

ence the angel is now Clara
the angel, which creates
some vocal variety. E/ Nino is
available on YouTube, and

if you like the style of John
Adams, you might enjoy his
Christmas creation. I, myself,
do like John Adams — but not
for Christmas.

My favorite, of course, is
Pfitzner's Das Chrstenlfein.
The story is hard to find, but
there is a nice summary of the
plot on the personal blog of a
singer who has performed an
English version of the opera.
Elfein is not one of Santa’s
elves, but rather a forest elf
who is curious about the
human traditions of Christmas.
Tannengreis, the spirit of an
old tree, warns Elfein regard-
ing humans. Humans cut trees
down for Christmas, after all.
A brother and sister come
through the woods on their
way to the doctor, because the
sister, Trautchen, is very sick.
Some of their servants also
show up with the task of chop-

WINNER
Reader

BEST

of 2021

| Neighborhood Bar

4671 Park Blvd., San Diego, 92116 - 10 am - 2 am

Thanks for the

votes for

Best Piercing Studio!

FINALIST

P N
BEST
o

professional piercing studios

3041 Adams Ave.

San Diego,CA e 619-516-4343

PROUD MEMBER

VERIFY AT SAFEPIERCING.ORG

)APP

1972/ Garnet Ave.
San Diego,CA e 858-274-9950

enigmapiercing.co

Merry Christmas? A 1910 painting of Hans Pfitzner.

ping down a Christmas tree.
A living version of the Christ
Child also arrives and promises
to bring a tree to Trautchen.
The opera concludes with
the Christ Child arriving at
Trautchen’s home with the
tree but also with the news
that he must now take her
to heaven, because her time
has come. Elfein is moved to
pity and asks if he can take
Trautchen’s place. The Christ
Child agrees. Trautchen lives.
Tannengreis, the tree spirit,
is reconciled to humankind,
and Tratchen'’s brother regains
his faith. Elfein is allowed to

return to earth to visit every
year on Christmas and his new
name is Christelfein — Christ’s
EIf. The story is told with
a narrator.

Pfitzner's music is in
my wheelhouse. It is post-
Romantic and pre-The Rite of
Spring. It is full of beauty and
splendor. The final chorus is
all anyone could ask for. | plan
to listen to it repeatedly over
the coming days, because why
not? Is it the greatest music
ever written? It's not even
close. But it is charming and
atmospheric, and it feels like
Christmas.

See more CLASSICAL MUSIC at SDReader.comiclassical
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continued from page 25

Sherry’s words, “It’s a com-
munity, a culture” Moments
later, I see a path being cleared
as one of San Diego’s heaviest
hitting rappers glides through
a jam of people. “Here come
Don Elway;” Dee says. He rolls
up to us and embraces Dee.
They’re already connected
through their respective
hustles. Dee describes Elway’s
brand of hip-hop as the urban
street voice of his city. Some-
thing for the grinders.

After a few more bouts
and a couple more smoke
breaks, I take a pull from
Badnewz Brown’s bottle of
Hennessy and scramble in
for the main event. Squaring
off on the checkered floor
will be Chef Trez and Shi
Dog, fans of whom have been
elevated and energized by
the outdoor puffing activities
and the array of food being

served at a table in the back.

The munchie menu includes

nachos, tostadas, Hot Chee-
tos, and even vegan options
like chocolate and peanut
butter cookies. (Miss Sherry
offers up her 420 edibles as
well, including my favorite,
Trips Ahoy cookies.)

We sit back down next to

Don Elway and another killer
in the San Diego underground
rap scene, Big June. Whittney
Blue is ripping through her
second order of nachos.
Finny got too faded and
walked home. Dee is working
the camera from across the
lounge. The heavyweights of
the evening begin taking their
swings. Shi Dog begins with
some opening jabs, but Chef
Trez answers back with some
heavy blows to Dog’s ego and
gets him punch drunk. Trez
delivers the knockout blow
after dropping dynamite bars
like “It’s clearly level Shi/

You didn’t catch the signs/
My hours went back when I
came here/So smoking you
was something I knew I'd

do ahead of time!” Boom,
roasted. B

Observatory North Park:
Tuesday, Jan. 10 — The Sound of
Animals Fighting.

Pal Joey's:
Saturday, Jan. 7 — West of 5.
Free.

Panama 66:
Sunday, Jan. 8 — Uptown
Rhythm Makers. Free.

Pechanga Arena San Diego:
Friday, Dec. 30 — OMFG NYE.
Saturday, Dec. 31 — OMFG
NYE.

Saturday, Jan. 14 — Subtronics.

Petco Park:

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Proper NYE:
Sofi Tukker, more.

Sunday, Jan. 1 — Proper NYE:
Sofi Tukker, more.

Pilgrim United Church of
Christ:

Sunday, Jan. 8 — Java Joe’s
Reunion Show. $25-$30.

Rancho Bernardo Library:
Saturday, Jan. 14 — Giacoso
Woodwind Quintet. Free.

San Diego Civic Theatre:
Tuesday, Jan. 3 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Wednesday, Jan. 4 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Thursday, Jan. 5 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Friday, Jan. 6 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Saturday, Jan. 7 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Sunday, Jan. 8 — Ain’t Too
Proud: Life and Times of the
Temptations.

Soda Bar:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — Glass Spells
and De Lux. $18.

Friday, Dec. 30 — L’Eclair and
Pear] & the Oysters.

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Swami John
Reis and Mrs Magician.

Friday, Jan. 6 — Rodeo Rave: DJ
Dance Party.

Saturday, Jan. 7 — ForevAvicii:
EDM House Party.

Friday, Jan. 13 — Idlehands and
Ghost Parade.

Saturday, Jan. 14 — Take On Me
80s New Wave Party.

Soma:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — Pierce the
Veil and Dragged Under.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Pierce the Veil
and Dragged Under.

Saturday, Dec. 31 — Pierce the
Veil and Dragged Under.

Friday, Jan. 6 — Jeff Rosenstock
and Cheekface.

Sunshine Brooks Theatre:
Friday, Jan. 13 — Gunhild
Carling.

Tower Bar:
Saturday, Jan. 7 — The Grim and
The Humblers.

VYBZ Nightclub :
Thursday, Jan. 5 — The Industry
TakeOver. $20-$75.

Westfield University Towne
Centre:

Thursday, Dec. 29 — Ben
Benavente.

Friday, Dec. 30 — Mikael
Pederson.

Winstons Beach Club:
Friday, Jan. 6 — Sam Grisman
Project. $20-$25.



Michoacan's Finest

For the latest reviews from Reader writers and a
complete searchable list of 2000 restaurants, please visit
SDReader.com/feast

A second home for Uruapan
carnitas

Carnitas Uruapan Family Restaurant; 7149 El
Cajon Blvd., College Area. “Family owned and
operated since 1986,” it says on the hard-cover
menu. Actually, this place, Carnitas Uruapan Family
Restaurant, opened only a little more than a year
ago, on that section of El Cajon Boulevard that sits
midway between the College Area and La Mesa.

Regulars will find plenty of overlap between
the two menus, except the family restaurant offers
fewer burritos and more seafood dishes. It’s the type
of place where you’re more likely to order combo
plates, served with rice and beans, and typically
between 12 and 15 dollars. Such combos have long
been available at the original location, but I've never
thought to order one before.

Maybe I should have: the rice and beans are
outstanding. Some of these plates make simple
meals out of pork chops, chili verde, or ranchero
steak. Other plates are true combinations, featuring
some assortment of enchilada, taco, tamal, or chile
relleno. If you have trouble deciding, try sharing
the sampler plate, which offers one of each, plus
a sope and half pound of carnitas for
- $29.50.
ﬂk Of course, being the
A\ specialty of the house,
|\ a carnitas plate is

The entire original Carnitas Uruapan taco shop dining room could fit inside any of the
three dining rooms of its family restaurant.

Christmas Day Dining on Mission Bay This Christ- Christmas Eve Dinner Feast of 7 Fishes at the Ocean

always a safe bet (half

pound for $7.50, one
pound for $14.50).
Less safe but more
adventurous would be one
of Uruapan’s other pork special-
ties: chicharrones ($4.50/$9) or buche
($5.75/$11.50). If you haven't
yet acquired a taste for pork
skin and stomach, respec-

Same beloved Uruapan carnitas, served in a much larger location.
This quarter pound carnitas taco goes for $3.50.

mas, reserve your table for a festive dining gathering on
the shores of Mission Bay. Savor a champagne brunch
with your choice of entrée as well as buffet selections
including a seafood cold bar. For dinner, look forward
to a special three-course Christmas menu with holiday
favorites. Sunday, December 25, 11am and 5:30pm; $50-
$120. Oceana Coastal Kitchen, 3999 Mission Boulevard.
(MISSION BEACH)

Christmas Day at Manchester Salon Festive din-
ner at the Manchester Salon with a buffet featuring
traditional holiday favorites for all the family to the

View Room with a prix fixe dinner. Vegetarian and
vegan options happily prepared upon request. Saturday,
December 24, 4pm; free-$125. George’s at the Cove
Ocean Terrace, 1250 Prospect Street. (LA JOLLA)

Christmas Eve & Night Menu Hotel guests and San
Diego residents alike are invited to enjoy a specially-
curated, pre-fixed menu for $52 per person. Saturday,
December 24, 5pm; Sunday, December 25, 5pm; $52.
Andaz San Diego, 600 F Street. (JOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Christmas Eve Dinner Executive Chef Bryn McAr-
thur has concocted a Christmas Eve four-course dinner

However, the table-service eatery is sister restaurant
to Carnitas Uruapan Mexican Food, and it’s that
La Mesa counter shop fans have raved and written
about for nearly four decades now.

Uruapan is the name of a city in the Mexican
state of Michoacan, the birthplace of carnitas, and
its namesake taco shop earned its following for
consistently

Shredded beef enchilada and pork tamale combo plate.

serving some of the best in San Diego, long over-
achieving out of a small, single-room space near
the 94 freeway.

I've paid regular visits for years, sometimes
dining in, more often ordering from a makeshift
drive-thru lane squeezed into its narrow park-
ing lot. And if I wasn't sure what the differences
between the original shop and the newer “family
restaurant” might be, I would surely spot them the
moment I arrived.

The newer location is four or five times the size
of the original, featuring three distinct dining rooms
and a separate bar. At this Carnitas Uruapan, you
wait to be seated; a server takes your order at the
table; and rather than a menu board mounted above
the pick-up counter, there’s this hard-cover book.

tively, you can always hedge on the Cochi Plate,
which features all three pork dishes for $14.50.

To be honest, a broad range of dishes means

they tend to be hit or miss. I was a little let down

by a pork tamal, satisfied but ambivalent toward

an order of green pozole, and uncharacteristically

impressed by a shredded beef enchilada.

However, I think it’s worth poking around the

menu to find the gems, especially because you

can salvage any meal for a mere $3.50

investment. That’s how much

it costs to order a carnitas

taco a la carte. And this

is not a street taco, but

a seven-inch corn tor-

tilla packed with no less

than a quarter pound of

Uruapan’s superb pulled

pork, plus diced onions

and guacamole. In other

words, the best bang-for-your-

buck taco in the entire San Diego region.

by Ian Anderson

SN

CHRISTMAS DINING

Bayside Christmas Day Dining Spend Christmas on
Mission Bay and leave the cooking to the culinary team.
Gather for an expansive brunch buffet with made-to-
order breakfast items, specialty holiday dishes, and free-
flowing champagne. For dinner celebrations, reserve
your table for a three-course meal with options for every
palate alongside sparkling bay views. Sunday, December
25, 11am and 5:30pm; $50-$110. Bahia Resort Hotel,
998 West Mission Bay Drive. (MISSION BEACH)

Celebrate Christmas Celebrate the season in Spain
with holiday brunch and dinner menus, and lively
entertainment. Saturday, December 24, 11am; Sunday,
December 25, 4pm; $10-$65. Cafe Sevilla Tapas Bar,
353 Fifth Avenue. (DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO)

Christmas Day Celebration All day Christmas four-
course dining. Sunday, December 25, 12pm; $115-$225.
Amaya, 5300 Grand Del Mar Court. (DEL MAR)

sound of live entertainment. Sunday, December 25,
10:30am; $130-$260. Fairmont Grand Del Mar, 5300
Grand Del Mar Court. (CARMEL VALLEY)

menu with a festive flare. Saturday, December 24, 5pm;
$105-$205. Amaya, 5300 Grand Del Mar Court. (DEL MAR)

FINALIST

WERE OPEN £0R INDOOR DINING,

v Reader~

OUTDOOA DINING, AND TAHEOUT!

HUNGRY?

Best
Late Night Menu
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| 1 1
| anyentree $10and up when you showthisad. | | anyentree $10and up when you show thisad. I
1 Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays. | 1 Dine-in only. Not valid on weekends or holidays.

Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this I Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this I
:. coupon at the time of your order. Expires 1/6/23. :. coupon at the time of your order. Expires 1/6/23. 7

Traditional diner
favorites,
home-style classics,
a true American Diner

Open 24/7
2900 El Cajon Bivd.
619-282-8423 - Rudfords.com

\wed/fords

Established 1949
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FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

Three easy steps:

1. Take a picture of what you want to be in your ad.
2. Post it on SanDiegoReader.com (25-word limit).
3. You're done — you can edit or delete it any time.

You can still call in your ad (619) 450-4293, text it to (619) 272-2772 or drop it in the drop box at
the front door of the Reader office, 2323 Broadway, San Diego, CA 92102, by 12pm Monday

PERSONALS

BECKY G. Happy holidays
to you and your family. Peace
love Leslie.

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY My
soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

DARLING FRANK, | flew over
our home last night with Santa
and blew you some Kisses did
you get them? Your love, Kath-
erine.

“DO NOT JUDGE. You don’t
know what storm I've asked her
to walk through” -

“DON’T CRITICIZE WHAT you
don’t understand” Bob Dylan.

HATE is not a family value!!

I’D PAY YOU FOR YOUR
EFFORTS and be friends too.
After all | am in the family and
scooter trash is my very favorite.
I’'m glad to see somebody that
knows what is up too. Peace
out lol

IF THEY STAND BEHIND YOU,
protect them. If they stand next to
you, respect them. If they stand
against you, defeat them!

IF YOU ARE NEUTRAL in situ-
ations of injustice, you have cho-
sen the side of the oppressor!

KELLY W. Just wondering if you
are checking here? Peace

KIESOWS AND THEIR OFF-
SPRING, Happy holidays!!!
Peace love Leslie stay healthy,
safe, and have fun!

LOOKING FOR ELISA COR-
DERO MARTINEZ Located in
Escondido, CA last time | knew. If
you are here or know her, please
have her call (619) 609-4029.

LOVE always wins!

MAY THE SACRED HEART OF
JESUS be adored, glorified,
loved and preserved throughout
the world, now & forever. Sacred
heart of Jesus, pray for us. Saint
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for
us. Saint Jude, help of the hope-
less, pray for us. Say this prayer
nine times a day, by the ninth day
your prayer will be answered. It
has never been known to fail.
Euwblication must be promised.

OLDER VIETNAM VET served
our country and his disabled wife
are in very much need of any and
all complete donations such as

a recliner lift chair, a complete
bedroom set, full power kitchen
appliances, and a full size couch
set. We do not own a car or know
anybody that has a truck but

any and all donations would be
appreciated. Thank you and God
bless. Please call (619) 269-3434
and leave message.

RUSTY R. Happy holidays
to you and your family. Peace
love Leslie.

THE DRIVEWAY SOCIETY
would love to invite everyone to
enjoy this year’s beautiful Christ-
mas lights throughout our town!

TIME IN A MOMENT. Mind
to behold. Nighttime sky upon
ocean shore. Loved, respected.

WHAT ONE PERSON SEES as
degrading and disgusting and
bad for women might make some
women feel empowered and
beautiful and strong!

BEULAH... my son and grand-
daughter are coming to visit
next month.

OCEAN SAND SKY WIND earth
stood still, time for a moment,
time to behold. Mine to behold,
unrequited.

PB GARNET ST 2020 purse
ripped off, covid fund, cash,
tablets, jewelry, coincidence or
not? Questionable or returned,
court issue.

ST. THERESA OF CALCUTTA
she said :"whatever you do in
your family, for your children, for
your husband, for your wife, you
do for Jesus”.

BEULAH, | miss you already.
Watching the voice all by myself.

FOSTER A DOG FOR CHRIST-
MAS don’t have dogs see the
inside of this gas chamber. The
shelter puts them to sleep every
day to make room for more. Let
them live not die alone. Foster
or adopt a dog. Connie (619)
253-0005.

| RESPECTFULLY REQUEST

your sponsorship in helping me
to secure 4 dental implants on

the top. Keith, (619) 551-6368,

thanks!

THE IMPOSSIBLE IS POS-
SIBLE... this is revealed by God.

LOOKING FOR ARTIST NEAL,
roommate John, Fred, Doug
Sweda, Pacific Beach, house on
alley between Thomas and Reed-
1977. Also, Jackie Feitler. (619)
917-6975

YOUR OPINION Strike out the
name The Padres, a name with
religious identification. Hit a
home run for a new name. How
about the Amigos? The Center
for Applied Critical Thinking,
CACT. (619) 428-1274.

SEEKING WEALTHY MENTOR
I’'m a senior gentleman looking
for a wealthy mentor. If inter-
ested, call Gary, (858) 262-1171.
Leave message and phone num-
ber.

HOW DO YOU FAKE BEING
SEEN by 500 people after being
crucified? First Corinthians 15:3-6

FRIENDS OF JAMES HARPER
(JIM) Please call Jim’s family-
Ann, Jennifer, Jamie, thank you.
(619) 917-6975

Need an Apartment Short Term?

Call for Daily Specials
Up to 15% OFF Daily Rates

Call Now

Weekly starts @ $500
Call directly for more details.

Free Continental Breakfast

« Free maid & linen service ¢ Free utilities  Heated pool & spa

« Laundry facilities » Free parking « Microwave s Refrigerator

« Easy freeway access « Centrally located « High speed internet services
5415 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.

(just west of the 805) San Diego, CA 92117

(858) 799-0219

California uites Hotel

Apartment prices with hotel perks

Sorry we do not accept pets.
Monthly rental maximum 2 people including children.
*Some hotel amenities included. Please call for details.

NOTICES

LOOKING OUT FOR NUMBER
ONE You only travel through this
life one time, go first class. iTrea-
sureSanDiego.Com

FREE BROWN & JORDAN lawn
furniture, etc. Inquire at 4448
Marlborough Ave, San Diego,
921156.

“OVERCOMING BETRAYAL IN
THE NEW MILLENNIUM” writ-
ten by free spirit unique....Avail-
able Now at... iTunes Amazon

Xlibris and Barnesandnoble.com

CLASSES /
LESSONS

ADULT MAGIC CLASSES
Learn magic from professional
magician Tom Interval, who
has taught for 36 years. 5-week
adults sessions. Sundays, Jan.
22fAFeb. 19. $295. North Park.
intervalmagic.com/classes/intro/
adult www.intervalmagic.com/
classes/intro/adult/index.html
(619) 800-3780 / tom@interval-
magic.com

WERE YOU A LEMURIAN? Do
you wonder about life’s purpose?
Discover many little-known
secrets to inner peace, your true
place in life, and how to have
more success and satisfaction

in your relationships and job.
Ask for a free brochure today!
www.lemurianfellowship.org/
learnmore/

ORGANIC GINGERBREAD
HOUSE FUN! Build your own
seasonal Organic Gingerbread
House this Sunday, 1-2:30pm

at San Diego Craft Collective.
This fun hands-on workshop is
for ages 3+. You may drop-off or
stay-to-build-together. Sign up at:
sandiegocraft.org/product/ginger-
bread/ (619) 273-3235 / commu-
nicate@sandiegocraft.org

BUILD YOUR OWN CUSTOM
GUITAR! Make your own bass
or electric guitar at San Diego
Craft Collective. Students learn
all steps of constructing their own
customized instrument. You’ll
finish & be ready to play by the
end of the class. No experience
necessary. 18+ sandiegocraft.org
(619) 273-3235 / communicate @
sandiegocraft.org

FIBER FUN & GIFT MAKING
Join us for Fiber Fun at San
Diego Craft Collective. Final fiber
arts & gift making workshops
before the new year! Macrame
Bottle Bag & Intuitive Quilting on
Sat. Dec. 17 & Furoshiki Bundle
Dye Gift Wrap on Sun. Dec. 18.
Visit: sandiegocraft.org (619)
273-3235 / communicate@sandi-
egocraft.org

HORTICULTURE, LANDSCAPE
DESIGN, redesign, trouble-
shooting, diagnostics on the spot.
Solve your problems, improve
your design, improve your main-
tenance today - no guessing!
Educated, trained and experi-

DOWNTOWN $650-5750

Classic building in downtown San Diego. Nice
sized private rooms share common bathrooms.
Property is well maintained with friendly staff.
Peaceful and comfortable building with cable
TV hookups and on-site laundry. Close to work.
MTS trolley stop very close with easy access to
the downtown free shuttle.

Southern Hotel
1159 Sixth Ave. and B St. » 619-239-3808

enced, 6th generation native,
6th generation horticulturalist
in San Diego County. No sales,
no installation, no maintenance.
Check me out at EdwordsHorti-
culture.com, then call (619)
402-8670.

TAI CHI AND QI GONG CLASS-
ES, Meditation In Movement.
First class is free. Taoist Sanctu-
ary of San Diego, (619) 692-1155
or www.taoistsanctuary.org.

ROOMMATES

ROOMMATE FOR 2 BR/2BA
$1,200 Seeking mature person
to share my 2 bed, 2 bath in
Lakeside. Own Ig bedroom & own
bath. | am a single mature profes-
sional & work from home. Full
use of kitchen & living area. Pool,
Laundry, Parking onsite. 1 cat
also lives here. (619) 922-4905 /
kimberkare@gmail.com

ROOM FOR RENT Call (858)
397-3687 or (619) 869-5814. /
rtgood2016@yahoo.com

ROOM WANTED, ESCONDIDO
Room wanted in home or mobile
in Escondido. Retired teacher,
great references. Tom (760)
855-1183.

TWO ROOMMATES NEEDED
Furnished 4 bedroom house in
University City. $1,400 1 room,
$1,600 1 room + bath. Call Mark
(619) 281-1329, or Greg (858)
242-9937.

ROOM NEEDED FOR TRADE,
ASAP! Single gal in major

need of a place to live by/before
December 30th. Please be a
non-smoker with no addiction/
abuse issues. | can do. cleaning,
cooking, pet care, organizing,
etc in Trade for a private room/
space. No pets or kids of my own
but love ‘em. sandiegolady13@
gmail.com

LOOKING FOR ROOM senior
male looking for room w/bath,
Santee, El cajon, or surrounding
area, please call or text (951)
380-1095

ROOM FOR RENT Independent
living. Nice view home. Quiet.
Wi-fi, tv, meals, laundry. Shared
room $800 La Mesa (619) 750-
4447. A place to call home!

ROOM FOR RENT Lemon
Grove, $700/month, $200/depos-
it. Please call (619) 581-7190,
available Jan 1st.

TINY ROOM TO LIVE PLEASE
64 year young healthy vaccinated
single, no family, Virgo, never

DOWNTOWN *590-°900

In the heart of San Diego
Gaslamp Quarter!

Newly renovated and furnished rooms
for rent. Utilities included and controlled
building entry. Conveniently located near

public transportation, grocery stores,

restaurants, shopping and more.

720 4th Ave., San Diego, 92101

(619) 233-7594

married non-smoker. Clean
SoCal native low income male
high school/college graduate.
Seeking any somber tiny room
please in Solana Beach, Cardiff,
Leucadia, Encinitas, Carlsbad.
Dale Hauskins (858) 401-2973

SANTEE, $800 2/2 home w/
homeowner, dog. Same price
furnished/unfurnished. No kids
under 18. Pools, spas, club-
house, tennis. AC & heat, kitch-
en, W/D. No tobacco, or add’l
pets. Share util. (619) 499-9663,
phone calls preferred.

RENTALS

NORTH PB, $1950-2150.
1BD+1BR. Move-in special: $300
off with 6-month lease! Block to
ocean. Remodeled kitchen/bath,
dishwasher, new vanity, garden/
dual pane windows. Berber
carpet, front yard. Furnished or
not. No dogs. 8xy DIAMOND @
Craigslist. (858) 262-0257.

THREE BEDROOM IN ENCINI-
TAS! Now renting! Vulcan Alley
Encinitas! All new, custom built
ground up three-bed/three-bath
home in Encinitas. Filled with all
new modern appliances, vaulted
ceilings, Central A/C, private yard
and located only 3 minutes from
the beach! ffincome.appfolio.
com/listings/detail/4dd54525-
d53e-4dc0-a7f4-54b6d735ce6e
(619) 886-0470 / emeraz@fand-
finc.com

RV STORAGE 24 HR ACCESS
Secure RV and vehicle storage
lot in Lakeside 24 hr access,
dump access, dump station,
best prices in town!! Call (619)
443-1447 or stop by El Gardens
RV Storage. 12374 Mapleview
st Lakeside. / kat.elmgardens@
yahoo.com

$400/MONTH long-term directly
in front of the river ocean five
minutes away 13 month contract.
Ensenada a Rosarito LA mission
30 minutes across the border.
(760) 250-7055.

FOUR BEDROOM TWO BATH-
ROOM with a Jacuzzi 1 acre of
property $1200 month 13 month
contract we also do daily and
weekly rentals $100 a night $500
a week Rosarito and Ensenada
La mission (760) 250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO two bedroom two bathroom
directly in front of the River
ocean five minute walk bring your
motorcycle pets we call this Ran-
cho Santa Fe south of the border
exclusive neighborhood Gated
and garden (760) 250-7055.

MEXICO ENSENADA ROSARI-
TO La mission three bedroom
two bathroom directly in front of
the river five minute walk from
the ocean $1200 a month (760)
250-7055.

PENTHOUSE two bedroom two
bathroom Jacuzzi directly in front
of the river and ocean the ocean
five minute walk away $1500 a
month Rosarito and Ensenada La
mission 30 minutes across the
border (760) 250-7055.

STUDIO FOR RENT directly in
front of the river the ocean five
minute walk away completely
furnished wash machine and
dryer 750 a month long term

13 months Mexico 30 minutes
from San Diego borderline to
Ensenada rosarito La mission.
(760) 250-7055.

LA MESA, $1999-2599.
3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA
($1999) apartments. Welcome to
Mt. Helix Gated Community! New
kitchen. Stainless steel appli-
ances. Spacious. Clubhouse.
WiFi. Air conditioning. Laundry.
Garages. Balconies. Pool. Hablo
Espanol. (619) 646-8670.



LA MESA, $1999-2599.
3BD+2BA ($2599) and 2BD+1BA
($1999) apartments. Bienvenido a
la privada Mt. Helix! Espaciosos.
Cocina nueva. Electrodomesticos
de acero inoxidable, Casa club.
WiFi. Aire acondicionado. Lavan-
deria. Garage. Balcones. Picina.
Mascotas OK. Espanol. (619)
646-8670.

NEED AN APARTMENT SHORT
TERM? Make your reservations
now and Get $200 OFF every
month. Studio+1BA available.
Call for Monthly, Weekly and
daily specials, up to 15% OFF.
Includes: weekly cleaning ser-
vice, daily continental breakfast,
all utilities, cable (HBO), heated
pool/ spa, on-site laundry. High-
speed Internet available for addi-
tional charge. (*Rates subject to
change/ tax.) California Suites
Hotel, 5415 Clairemont Mesa
Boulevard. (858) 799-0219. www.
californiasuiteshotel.com.

MUSIC

1979 FENDER “STRATOCAST-
ER” ash body, dark tobacco
sunburst. Blk pick ups & pick
guard/rosewood neck. Hard case
w/ tremflo arm, $2,500. Call and
leave a message (760) 765-2005.

1992 G & L SB2 bass, DNB
owner. Great condition, hard
case, $1,300. Call and leave a
message (760) 765-2005.

1992 TAKAMINE LTD acoustic/
electric w/ equalizer. Koa wood
back/sides and neck #1 sitka
spruce top, hard case, $1,250.
Call and leave a message (760)
765-2005.

AUIDIS ZILDIAN CYMBALS
four 1960’s, 14”- 18- 19”- 21",
One 22” 1970’s constantinople,
all in very good condition, $800.
Call and leave a message (760)
765-2005.

BOSS 1600 DIGITAL RECORD-
ING STUDIO w/ instruction
books and cords, brand new in
box, $450. Call and leave a mes-
sage (760) 765-2005.

CONGO DRUMS 11” and 12”
w/ new calf skin heads. Blk
fiberglass sorry no stands, $425.
Call and leave a message (760)
765-2005.

DOBRO “HOUND DOG”
ROUND NECK Fishman pic-up
new in factory box, $465, call and
leave a message (760) 765-2005.

GALLIEN KRUGER 400 RB
bass amp w/ 2 cabs/ 2 10”s
and 1 18” includes cords, $350.
Call and leave a message (760)
765-2005.

REMO 10” TUBANO DRUM
fiberskin head. Perfect condition,
$215. Call and leave a message
(760) 765-2005.

MUSICIANS WANTED AVAIL-
ABLE Composer seeks assis-
tant/ copyist/ piano/ sightread-
ing. Room / board/ stipend,
composition lessons. Busco
musico assistante que sepuede
leer musica/toca piano. Cuarto,
comidas, felia. (619) 457-8516,
jebroe5@gmail.com

ROOTS REGGAE SKA POP
progrock fusion professional
lead/rhythm guitarist for record-
ings, gigs, tours. CD/Tour credits.
Dale Hauskins (858) 401-2973.

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa.
All rooms have individual air
conditioning, high ceilings and
24- hour access. Monthly rooms
available. Adder Studios, (858)
522-9505. www.adderstudios.
com.

PETS

THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS
GIFT! The perfect Christmas
gift! They are ready to go to there
forever home. So Precious and
have been so much fun to watch
grow. They have big and great
personalities. A forever commit-
ment. Please let me know if you
have any questions. (619) 844-
1323 / smckerney@gmail.com

POODLE/TERRIER PUPPIES
Born November 6th, 2022. White
- beige. 3 males & 3 females
$350 each. Contact Jamie (619)
917-9455.

MATURE MALE PARAKEET
very friendly will get along with
others, comes complete with a
large expandable cage with many
entrances and accessories, $175
sold together, serious callers only
(619) 269-3434 Mary. Please
leave a message will consider
other offers.

GAITED TRAIL HORSE |
want to buy a gaited trail horse,
must be sound, text only (619)
872-8250.

SPORTS

9’ SHUFFLEBOARD TABLE
Shuffleboard in a 9’ Table Fits in
Any Space. Poly-Coated Play-
ing Surface Offers Smooth, Fast
Puck Action. Pedestal Legs

with Levelers Provide Optimum
Stability. Abacus-Style Scoring.
Includes 8 Pucks (4 Red and 4
Blue. cash/zell only pick up only.
$400.00 home@twc.com

BICYCLES

LADIES BICYCLE 27 inch with
basket, 1971, three speed, Huffy
day point original, been in stor-
age, leather seat and cover, and
reflectors $100. (619) 435-6561.
Leave a message.

TREK 6500 SLR 26" mountain
bike. Front shock / toe clips / new
seat / handle bar stubs / water
bottle new Maxxis tires / seat /
helmet, %550. Call and leave a
message (760) 765-2005.

BIANCHI VELOCE ROAD BIKE
Carbon fork, light green color,
made in ltaly, purchased new,
only ridden a few times, $650., in
Escondido, call (760) 746-7209.

CANNONDALE F1000SL
MOUNTAIN Bike, ultra alumi-
num steering fork, orange-yellow
color, purchased new-very little
use, $450., (760) 746-7209

CRUISER STYLE One men’s,
one women'’s, both for $50.
Includes blue helmet. Text only
(619) 872-8250.

MOTORCYCLES

KAWASAKI KZ200 less than
3000 miles.1978 new condition.
5 speed. California title. All Stock
bike street legal. Elec. and kick
start. $2,000 (207) 265-6600.

2020 HARLEY DAVIDSON XL
1200, black. Cash price $12,000.
Too many extras to list. (619)
233-8300.

AUTOMOTIVE

1971 VOLKSWAGEN
DUNEBUGGY MANX style
dunebuggy body. Onroad/offroad.
Street legal, street license, clear
title. Must sell, medical. (760)
420-3641, San Marcos

2010 HYUNDAI SONATA GLS
Sedan, four door, four cylinder,

2.4 Liter, FWD. Mileage 105,000.
Very good condition. (858) 733-
1964

87 TOYOTA PICKUP four cyl-
inder, 22r good condition, four
speed, short bed, two doors.
$Ifluns great (619) 576-8196,

9.

1997 SUBARU WRX STI Made
famous by the WRC. This very
rare. Version Ill. JDM-Spec. 97
Subaru Impreza STI 2.0 WRX
4WD has a horizontal opposite
4 cylinder DOHC engine, a High
octane premium gas engine
EJ20. It is a track car. Race car
inspired serious inquiri (518) 491-
0017 (518) 491-007 / moham-
med@yumecars.com

1997 ACURA CL SUNROOF
WITH SMOG Nice car, rungs
strong 168k that was used as a
second car. Cold A/C. Rear tires
80%. Runs smooth. Aftermarket
Sony radio with sub woofer in
trunk. Non op no back fees. Front
end wear components replaced a
few years back. Nice interior no
rips. Premium wheel. (619) 500-
4888

2012 FORD FOCUS 204k miles,
new catalytic converter, recent
smog certificate, registration
good until December 2023. Great
shape. $3,500. Speak with me at
(760) 644-8683.

2016 MAZDA CX5 GRAND
TOURING Automatic, AWD,
2.5L, 4 cylinder engine, 4 door,
red metallic color, black leather
seats, 94,700 miles, original
owner, well cared for and main-
tained by a nurse, the reason for
selling-the car was replaced by
a new Tesla, $17,500 call (760)
746-7209.

1992 BUICK LE SABRE MANU-
ALS GM Owners manual, GM
service manual, GM electrical
systems manual, Haynes repair
manual, Chilton’s repair manual,
all 5 for $100., (760) 746-7209

4 BIGFOOT ALL-TERRAIN
TIRES Big Foot all terrain tires,
M+S, LT245/75R16, mounted
on 6 lug aluminum wheels, bal-
anced, they are Sprinter wheels,
used, $225., (760) 746-7209.

WE BUY CARS! We buy all type
of cars running or not. Same

day pickup, same day cash. No
title, no tires, no keys, engine not
working, check engine light on,
running or not. 1. Call/text (619)
484-4032, 2. Get a quote, 3. Get
your cash.

1971 VOLKSWAGEN CON-
VERTIBLE manx style body,
fiberglass, yellow/black convert-
ible top, 1600CC engine, every-
thing works perfect. 2023 Cali-
fornia plates, street legal, must
sell. $10,000, (760) 420-3641,
serious buyers call for picture,
San Marcos.

12 PASSENGER VAN for rent
$100 a day $600 a week church-
es get 10% discount mentioned
the reader and get one day free
with one weekly rental (619)
233-8300.

$99 A WEEK Toyota Corolla
Pay cash get one extra day (619)
233-8300.

RENTAL CAR starting from
$17.95 per day $99 a week 350

a month 3006 Barnett Ave. point
Loma open seven days a week
trucks for rent $300 a week Toyo-
ta four runner also minivans $400
a week 15 passenger vans $500
a week. (619) 233-8300

RENTAL CAR AVAILABLE also
rent to own programs thousand
dollars down $500 a week in-
house financing rent to own (619)
233-8300.

RENT TO OWN Thousand
dollars down direct payments

no credit check 3006 Barnett
Avenue Open seven days a week
from 9 to 7 (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA CAMRY for rent $99 a
week 350 a month pay cash get
one day free (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA FORERUNNER for
rent $300 a week rent to own pro-
gram available (619) 233-8300.

TOYOTA TRUCK for rent $300 a
week rent to own program avail-
able (619) 233-8300.

1999 TOYOTA AVALON White.
Super clean. Rent to own or for
sale. Cash price $2900 (619)
233-8300.

2000 MERCURY GRAND MAR-
QUIS Super clean, rent to own
or for sale. Cash price $3900.
(619) 233-8300.

2000 TOYOTA AVALON GOLD
Super clean. Rent to own or for
sale. Cash price $2900. (619)
233-8300.

2001 TOYOTA CAMRY Super
clean. Rent to own or for

sale. Cash price $3900. (619)
233-8300.

2005 TOYOTA TUNDRA TRUCK
Super clean. Rent to own or for
sale. Cash price $8900. (619)
233-8300.

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA
Super clean. Rent to own or for
sale. Cash price $6900. (619)
233-8300.

OIL CHANGE

Additional $5 cartridge fee. Plus tax,
haz waste, & engine cover shield
removal fee. Up to 5qts 10w30 oil.
Special only for 4cyl vehicle. 6-8cyl
vehicle does not apply.

AC SERVICE $4

Diagnostic $95

20%

most cars

Recharge from

BRAKES -
Front or rear
*Plus Labor. Prices may vary depending

on make and model. most cars

30K 60K 90K $65
Scheduled Services

“Prices may vary depending on make
and model,

RADIATOR S

or Transmission Services
*Prices may vary depending on
make and model.

TIMING BELT

Parts & Labor
“Prices may vary depending on
make and model.

most cars

most cars 4 cyl.

75

most cars 4 cyl.

*95

most cars 4 cyl.

STARTERS,
RADIATORS,
OR ALTERNATORS

Pluslabor.

FREE CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

. 1. Auto Wrench

Walk ins welcome. No appointment necessary!
8027 BALBOA AVE. #B&C
858-533-8120

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
White. Super clean. Rent to own
or for sale. Cash price $9800.
(619) 233-8300.

2009 MERCEDES E350W
Black. Super clean. Rent to own
or for sale. Cash Price $6,900.
(619) 233-8300.

2011 CHEVY CAMARO Black.
super clean. Rent to own or for
sale. Cash price $17000. (619)

233-8300.

LOOKING FOR 1990 OR
OLDER Ford cargo van,
fgross0421@gmail.com.

HELP WANTED

ARCHITECTS Employer:
Andrew C. Chen dba Tectonics,
Inc. Job: Jr. Architects. in SD,
CA. Devlp schematic design &
construction plans. Dom travel
10% + travel to unanticipated cli-
ent locations w/in commuting dis-
tance of emplyr’s office. Telecom-
muting permitted based when
mandated by Covid-19 guide-
lines. Apply: sdo@tectonics-ae.
com and ref. Job Code JAS-700

ASSOCIATE TECHNICAL
DIRECTOR sought by Jam City
in Carlsbad, CA. Master’s degree
+ 4 yrs experience req’d. Send
resume to: Attn: Recruiting, Jam
City, 3562 Eastham Dr. Culver
City CA 90232 or email to recruit-
ing@jamcity.com.

DATA ENGINEER- San

Diego, CA. The position of Data
Engineer is responsible for pro-
gramming, creating logics and
using code to build and update
database. Salary range is from
$143,250 to $173,854 p/y. Apply
to: California Coast Credit Union,
www.calcoastcu.org/about-us/
careers/

MANAGEMENT ANALYST/
LEAD PERSON sought by Com-
puter Design Services. Work-site:
San Diego, CA. Build financial
models focused on laaS (infra-
structure as a Service) and run
VSBLTY Al algorithms. Work on
large scale technology deploy-
ments to generate a social and
communal approach to security
and infrastructure. Generate
greater value in the model to

be fully scalable to many U.S.
markets. Bachelor’s degree req,
in Finance or, any other closely
related + 24 mos. prior exp. req.
in same job, same area in retail/
security technology software
applications or, 24 months prior
exp. req in any other closely
related. $36.30/hr. Mail resume
to: VSBLTY, Inc. Attn: C.C.O. 417
North 8th Street, Suite # 300,
Philadelphia, PA 19123.

TECHNOLOGY ServiceNow,
Inc. is accepting resumes for the
following position in San Diego,
CA: Sr. Software QA Engineer
(5183-3712281): Maintain exist-
ing automation test frameworks.
Telecommuting permitted. Annual
Salary: $140,000-170,000. Email
resume to servicenowresume-
sUS@servicenow.com or mail
resume to ServiceNow, Inc., Attn:
Global Mobility, 2225 Lawson
Lane, Santa Clara, CA 95054.
Resume must include job title,
job ref. #5183-3712281, full
name, email, & mailing address.
No phone calls. Must be legally
authorized to work in U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.

TAILOR / SEAMSTRESS WANT-
ED Can you sew and make gar-
ments? If so please contact me,

| have various garment construc-
tion projects & am looking for a
professional tailor. Must be able
to make professional advanced
garments & have own sewing and
serger machines. (858) 412-0583
/ 110217aa@gmail.com

VETERAN RESEARCH STUDY
(PAID) Are you a Veteran and

 OIL CHANGE §
E 4-cyl., most cars.
I VT

i Low Prices On Body
: & Frame Work, Paint,
: Mufflers & Cat

' BRAKES o 350

+ Lab

i Front or rear.
' HEAD GASKET
i 4-cyl. & m(jst csars & s799

Most cars,
machine extra.

e 5905

Tz ger §1 05

{__ Test only

GOOD PRICE IN TOWN!

FREE CHECK ENGINE LITE ‘96 & up. Most cars.

SAVE AUTO

9280 Kearny Mesa Rd., SD 92126 2
(By 1-15 off Miramar Rd. next to Holiday Inn)

858-586-6666

onam 990°

+ From Labor Most 4 cyl. cars.

SMOG CHECK s

Most cars, plus $8.25 cert.
Fast & convenient.
*Not a star station. From 2000 & up

=

il $7E

most 4 cyl cars

ac semce SQ5y

e senv 05

AXLE SHAFT 399

4-cyl., most cars.
plus labor
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It was my second night on Catalina Island and
a pervasive chill was creeping up my hands
and feet as a young moon rose in the night
sky. Normally, I'd have been blissfully asleep,
wrapped in my warm mummy sleeping bag. But
not that night. For the second night in a row, |
was lying in my single-person tent, trying not to
shiver by clinging to my only source of warmth,
a Mexican blanket | bought years ago in Tijuana.

| had made the decision not to bring my sleep-
ing bag, because | wanted to field-test whether
| could sleep comfortably with just a blanket.
Why did | want to do this? Because | had to
know whether | could cut a few ounces off my
pack weight by swapping my sleeping bag with
a blanket. Well, it turns out that not all ounces
are equal; | should have brought a proper sleep-
ing bag instead of the four-pound novel | car-
ried with me.

| had spent the morning backpacking from
Hermit’s Guich to Black Jack. The distance was
9 miles with an ascent of 3115 feet, and |
arrived at the second campground in the early
afternoon. The next few hours were spent rest-
ing my achy feet, because not only did | forgo
a sleeping bag, but | also decided not to bring
my hiking boots. Instead, | brought my wellworn
trail runners, causing me to spend the morning
coming to terms with the fact that they weren’t
designed to support both me and a 40-pound
backpack for a multi-hour trek.

So far, the trip had been a bleary slog punctu-
ated by a few pleasant moments, which included
the ferry ride to Avalon, the coffee that | picked
up there at daybreak, and the bison | saw just
before stopping for lunch. Otherwise, | had spent
the day tramping along endless hills and valleys
of chaparral and green and brown grass. The
thru-hikers that | met were a bit more reserved
than the thru-hikers | was used to bumping into

in the High Sierra, and | felt lonely as | passed
them with just a wave and a “hello.” The rough-
and-tumble series of events were beginning to
hang over me. | was starting to wonder if | was
getting too old to backpack and whether | should
give it a rest. But then | reminded myself that
| didn’t have enough money to travel any other
way, and | rolled over in my tent and sighed.
Sleep found me not long after.

| woke up the next morning as dawn’s rosy
fingers cut through the low-lying fog that had
crept uphill in the night from the coast. It took
a half hour to break camp, pack my gear, and
munch on a stale Cliff Bar. The air was still icy,
so | started on the trail to warm myself. As | jour-
neyed, | passed the island’s airport and stopped
to take a photo of a shallow pond. | wasn’t able
to secure a permit to camp at Little Harbor on
the west side of the island, so | stepped off
the Trans-Catalina Trail and stayed on the east
side, where | found a battered trail that took me
directly to Two Harbors. It was a 10-mile trek with
an easier elevation change than the day before,

TRANS-CATALINA TRAIL
TRANS-CATALINA TRAIL FROM AVALON TO TWO HARBORS
Located on Catalina Island, this is a moderately challenging backpacking expedition. With a
length of about 19 miles and an elevation gain of 4,700 feet, the trip took me three days.

Distance from downtown San Diego: 65 miles to Dana Point Ferry
Hike length: 19 miles - Difficulty: Strenuous - Season: October — May

Trans-Catalina Trail

Hiking to the air field from Black Jack.

only climbing around 1576 feet. Because | had
fallen off the main path, | never saw a single soul,
aside from a pair of silhouettes on a nearby peak.

Two Harbors was an absolute jewel. The camp-
ground was empty and quiet, though every once
in a while | heard a playful squeal from some-
one on a jet ski in the water. There was a gen-
tle breeze and the occasional squawk from a
seagull. | stripped down to my hiking shorts and
waded into the ocean. It was cold against my
skin, but not cold like the penetrating chill from
the previous night. As | bathed, | went over my
itinerary in my head.

My initial plan had been to walk from Avalon
to Two Harbors and then back to Avalon to take
the ferry to Dana Point. But after two days of
sore feet and two nights of poor sleep, | decided
to cut short my experiment and take the ferry
from Two Harbors to San Pedro the following
morning. Once | got to San Pedro, | would still
be about 50 miles from my car in Dana Point,
so I’d have to improvise.

As night fell, | warmed myself by a fire | built
from leftover wood. Just above the flames, |
could see the boats in the harbor swaying with
the ocean current and | reflected on the fact that
| was looking at the site where Natalie Wood
died. At one point, an island fox emerged from
the gloom and stepped into my camp — though
it scampered off when | shifted in my chair to
get a better look at it.

The next morning, | took the first ferry out of
Two Harbors to San Pedro. | met a nice couple
from Bakersfield who bought me a beer for the
ride back. We spent the ferry ride chatting about
our adventures. Once we docked, we went our
separate ways. Everyone seemed to make a mad
dash for their car — well, everyone except me. |

My camp at Two Harbors.

chatted it up with a couple groups of backpack-
ers and asked if they were headed south to San
Diego, but they were headed north to L.A and
wished me luck getting home.

Fortunately, my phone still had some juice and
| walked along concrete and asphalt to the San
Pedro Chamber of Commerce, where | bought
a bus pass. My giant backpack attracted a lot
of eyes from people on the street, except from
the homeless. They nodded at me or left me
alone. Eventually, | caught my bus and made it
back to my car, four hours and three transfers
later. The high point of the ride came when one
of the bus drivers encouraged me to apply for
a job because | looked down and out. He said
they started at 18 dollars an hour, and for a
moment, | considered the offer. | also enjoyed
checking out the shops and mansions as the
bus meandered through Laguna Beach.

Catalina is a charming island with a quaint
coastal vibe. It can be desolate, but it can also
be full of cheer if you look for company in the
strangers backpacking alongside you. The rich-
ness of the island comes from its ability to let
you experience remote conditions in a highly
accessible area. This is good practice if you
want to get a taste of backpacking without the
risk that comes with being in a more inhospi-
table area. The modularity of the island’s trail
system also allows you to carve the full 38.5
mile hike into smaller sections like | did; this
is especially helpful if you want to experiment
with your gear in the field. Simply put, Catalina
Island is a sort of proving ground that can help
you to develop a bit of character if you’ve for-
gotten, or have never known, the sharp taste of
suffering and the gray face of defeat.

— Ryan Brothers




do you drink 20 drinks a week or
more? Participate in our research
study! Study compensation up to
$200. Call our research coordina-
tor for more information: (858)
552-8585 x2509

BRUNCH CHEF/LINE COOK
SOUGHT Seeking weekend
brunch cook; some weekday
hours available. 15 minutes east
of Alpine & Viejas. Competitive
wage + tips. Opportunity for
growth with elevated menu &
some of your specials! Cook
amazing eggs & more! thepine-
valleyhouse@gmail.com

CAREGIVER RANCHO BER-
NARDO We are looking for a
woman. She’ll help with daily
duties for senior man with minor
mobility problem. IHSS registra-
tion is a must. We’'ll help to get
it. $20/hr * 60 hr/month. Ad is not
for unsolicited services or offers.
(858) 360-0388 leave a msg.

PAID BLOOD DRAW STUDY
Adults 65-80 volunteer for a paid
blood draw study. Volunteer and
help advance medicine when you
participate in a pad blood draw
study. No insurance is required
and transportation is available.
Contact us to learn more: (855)
367-8834. / recruitment@arte-
mis-research.com

CAREGIVER (EAST COUNTY).
Active Quadriplegic male seek-
ing PT caregiver in East County
area (Santee/Lakeside La Mesa/
El Cajon). Must have reliable
transportation and be depend-
able, energetic, enthusiastic,
compassionate. Experience
preferred but will train right
person. Must pass fingerprint
and background check. Proof of
COVID-19 vaccination required.
Duties include: personal care,
transferring, dressing, bathing,
grooming, cooking, cleaning,
shopping. Please send resume or
brief description of why you are
an excellent candidate to agar-
ciajri4@sbcglobal.net or leave
message at (619) 596-9343.

DRIVER Drive your own mini-
van or SUV. $23-$28/ hour when
factoring in mileage reimburse-
ment + benefits! Essential and
stable employment. Full- &
part-time shifts. Immediate open-
ings. (858) 444-2350, or apply

in person: 9710 Distribution Ave.
SD, 92121.

REGISTERED CAREGIVERS
Hourly/live-in available. $16 per
hour & other benefits. Must have
reliable transportation. Asser-
tive Homecare Services, 8893
La Mesa Blvd., Ste B, La Mesa.
(619) 466-6890.

LOOKING FOR IHSS CERTI-
FIED CAREGIVER for active
senior woman. Looking for
someone long term, Tues-Thurs,
8am-4pm and one weekend per
month, hours are open. Willing to
help with gas. Please text (619)
488-0822 ASAP.

RESEARCH STUDIES AVAIL-
ABLE IN OCEANSIDE looking
for schizophrenia volunteers,
18-65 years old. Compensation
will be paid, transportation is also
available to those who qualify.
Please call Travis (619) 706-7529.
Referral number only.

CAREGIVER, RANCHO BER-
NARDO afternoons. Help physi-
cally challenged man. Enrolled in
IHSS or wiling to enroll. Vaccinat-
ed and boosted, leave number.
(858) 487-1225

HAVE A SPARE BEDROOM?
Earn a competitive stipend caring
for an adult with a developmental
disability in your home. www.
MentorsWanted.com. (858)
694-0120.

BOOZE NEWS

BY MATTHEW FLYNN

Beery Christmas (and
other holidays)!

It’s that time of year again:
time for some of your favorite
local breweries to release their
holiday quaffs — and whether
you're looking for pronounced
pine notes or something dark
and heavy to get you through a
long, cold, wintery night, there’s
a seasonal San Diego beer for
you. Of course, this being San
Diego, there’s no shortage of hol-
iday-themed IPAs to go around;
and if the beers themselves aren’t
enough, there’s also plenty of fes-
tive packaging.

For the third year, Second
Chance Brewing has released its
popular Frosty the Hazeman. As
Second Chance co-founder Vir-
ginia Morrison jokes, the festive

beer “tastes of (Christmas) pine, (sugar) plums,
and fig(gy pudding)” The 7% ABV hazy IPA also
features some resinous tropical fruit notes, cour-
tesy of Mosaic, Citra, and Ekuanot cryo hops. Fans
of Second Chance’s other limited-release hazy IPAs
such as Buried in the Haze and Disco Balloon will
find the beer familiar but more complex, with
pronounced flavors and a richer aroma brought
about through the dry-hopping process.

Burgeon and Pure Project have teamed up
for the fifth year in a row to release Home for the
Holihaze, and 8.8% ABV murky IPA featuring
Citra, Citra Cryo, Riwaka, and Strata Hops. Pure
Project’s Winslow Sawyer explains, “Home for
the Holihaze is a celebration of our favorite hops
of the year. This makes each year’s release unique
because, as an agricultural product, the beer will
have nuanced differences from its hop varietals”
Strong citrus notes of orange and lemon com-
bine with an aroma of passion fruit to deliver
an experience somewhere between a fruit cake
and the ubiquitous hazy IPAs found at tasting
rooms throughout the county.

Duckfoot Brewing brought back its Deck the
Hops Double IPA, which has the strongest pine
notes of this holiday bunch, courtesy of the addi-
tion of fresh spruce tips during brewing. Getting
in the spirit of things, Duckfoot’s Kenna Quiroga

describes a hop profile of “Citrusy Citra hops
[that] keep spirits bright, while Chinook hops
marry it all together with fa-la-la-floral notes”
With a hint of rosemary added for extra spice,

Arthur explains, “We have been making Port
Brewing Santa’s Little Helper here in San Marcos
since 2006. The base recipe has remained the
same since we started. A couple years back, we
began the process
of adjuncting and
iterizing some ver-
sions, as we landed
a set of cases in a
large box store
that rhymes with
Mostco.” Santa’s
Little Helper now
comes in three
versions: the
original, featur-
ing malty notes of
roasted coffee and
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Santa’s Little Helper once again hits the
shelves around town

to really bring home the experience of sipping
a Christmas tree forest.

Lastly, no San Diego holiday season roundup
would be complete without Port Brewing releas-
ing Santa’s Little Helper. The popular Russian
Imperial Stout pours dark and syrupy with a tan
head and comes in at 9.5%. Co-founder Tomme

Second Chance gets into the

dark chocolate;
one with hazelnut
adjuncts; and one
with vanilla cacao. Unfortunately, it has been
several years since Port has released a barrel aged
version, but one can always put it on a Christmas
list and hope Santa gets the message.

holiday spirit

For more craft booze news, see

der.com/news/b

JOBS WANTED

ELDER CARE PROVIDER
SEEKS POSITION with a senior
gentleman. | have 50 years expe-
rience. Desire a position in North
County. (760) 330-1963.

I’M LOOKING FOR A CARE-
GIVER JOB preferable elder
people or disabled. | have a
vehicle and I’'m experienced in
that. | would like to have a live-in
area and | could be a caregiver.
I’'m excellent at cooking. | know
Medical etc. And I'm willing to
help. My number is area code
(442) 341-1308.

FREELANCER LOOKING FOR
WORK! Mature female in seri-
ous need of cash paying gigs,
nothing illegal or inappropriate
please! No scammers/spammers
need reply either. | most enjoy
domestic “chores” like cleaning,
cooking, dog walking & such.
Please contact me with offers
ASAP! Thanks! sandiegolady13@
gmail.com

LOOKING FOR DISHWASHER
POSITION Vacation relief or
P/T. Lots of experience. Greg @
mobile (858) 282-5937.

FULL TIME JOB WANTED by
High school/College graduate
healthy 64 male southern Cali-
fornian vaccinated, with reliable
transportation. Seeking steady
full-time employment in Miramar,
La Jolla, Solana Beach, Carls-
bad, north county. Dale Hauskins
(858) 401-2973.

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE for
P/T, F/T or temporary employ-
ment. Mid-City area preferred.
Greg @ mobile (858) 282-5937.

WANTED / TRADE

BUYING RECORDS, CAS-
SETTES, CDs, Tubes. Cash
paid for LP & 45 records, vintage
stereos/speakers, cassettes/
blank cassettes, CDs, vacuum
tubes, reel tapes, 8-tracks.
Brands include Mclintosh,
Marantz, Sansui, Fisher, Scott,
Pioneer, JBL, Altec, Tannoy,
Western Electric & more. Also
buying Sports & Non-sports
cards. | come to you! Call/Text
(619) 889-5237.

LOOKING FOR ROOM in
exchange for cooking, cleaning,
errands, etc. Located in Escon-
dido, willing to go as far as El
Cajon, La Mesa. (619) 609-4029

BUYING GARBAGE PAIL KIDS
CARDS Cash for 1st and 2nd
series Garbage Pail Kids (1-83
a & b) and full sets, unopened
boxes. San Diego local. (832)
651-8302 / ashscoot@aol.com

BUYING OLD BASEBALL
CARDS Buying old baseball and
other sports/non-sports cards.
Pre-1980 preferred but buying
more modern stars and rook-

ies. Cash paid. San Diego local.
Comics, autographs, memorabilia
too. (832) 651-8302 / ashscoot@
aol.com

PAID SMOKING RESEARCH
STUDY if you are a male smoker
50+ years old you qualify for our
research study. We will send a
study kit to your house and ask
you to complete a simple sample
collection. You will receive a $40
gift card. Email smoking.sandi-
ego@gmail.com for more info

WANTED MOON POD CHAIR
good condition, will pay $75 cash,
delivered Downtown San Diego.
Please contact (619) 453-7951.

WANTED TO BUY used electric
handicap scooter, if in good con-
dition and relatively “new”. (619)
907-4767

FOUR INCH STEEL PIPE
WANTED I'm looking for 4 inch
I.D. thick wall steel pipe that is 10
feet long or longer. If you have
pipe that is reasonably priced

or if it is old | will pick it up and
haul it away for free. (760) 746-
7209 the phone is a landline,

no texting.

SOLAR PANELS WANTED I'm
looking for solar panels that are
reasonably priced or if they are
old | will haul them away for free.
I’'m setting up an off grid system
not connected to the electric
grid. Let me know what you have,
(760) 746-7209.

OB SPACEMAN PAINTINGS
WANTED Private collector seek-
ing any and all of his art. Contact
me at clintcarycosmicart@gmail.
com or call or text (760) 535-
6501

I BUY OLD GUITARS AND gui-
tar amps. Working or not. Call me
(619) 279-7833.

NEED MONEY? | pay cash for
comic books and come to you,
(619) 933-6275.

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
coins and bars. Call me (619)
279-7833.

WANTED: OLD SLOT
CARS. Or old toys. Cell/text
#619-279-7833.

GOT ANY OLD SURFBOARDS?
| pay cash. | come to you. Cell/
text (619) 806-6703

SEWING MACHINES | buy
Singer 221 Featherweight sew-
ing machines. Cell/text (619)
806-6703

1 BUY VINYL RECORDS all
types, great prices paid. We don’t
just buy 2-3 records, we buy

your whole collection. Call (619)
250-3088.

I BUY SAXOPHONES trumpets,
trombone, tuba, flute, clarinet.
Or? Or any old band instruments.
Call (619) 279-7833.

WANTED: Speakers, amps and
other old stereo gear! The most
cash paid always! Brands like
JBL, Altec, McIntosh, Marantz

and more! Call 1(619)-303-8031;
e-mail JBL@cox.net.

OLD DRUM SETS AND CYM-
BALS Cash paid. Call (619)
280-2075.

I BUY OLDER STEREO GEAR
Working or not ok. Pioneer, San-
sui, Klipsch, JBL, Fisher, Yama-
ha, Dynaco, Mcintosh, Tannoy.
What do you have? | got cash
and I'll drive to you. Call or text
me for pictures (619) 279-7833.

WILL PAY CASH... For records,
CDs, DVDs, and clothes. Profes-
sional Singing Lessons available.
Musicians Wanted. Call Jeff
Clark, (858) 382-7396.

GARAGE SALES

MIRA MESA GARAGE SALE
Women’s sweaters, men’s sports
hats, men’s t shirts, various sci-fi
convention souvenir books and
posters, knick-knak’s. By appoint-
ment only. Call (858) 693-3409,
evenings.

FOR SALE

2 BRAND-NEW LIONEL TRAIN
SETS All complete with other
Lionel train parts and HO train
parts. All good working condition,

very collectible. Call Joe for infor-
mation (619) 357-1844

9’ SHUFFLEBOARD TABLE
Shuffleboard in a 9’ Table Fits
in Any Space Poly-Coated Play-
ing Surface Offers Smooth,
Fast Puck Action Pedestal Legs
with Levelers Provide Optimum
Stability Abacus-Style Scoring
Includes 8 Pucks (4...Red 4 Blue,
cover $400 obo cash only. (858)
302-6376 / dustbutcher1026 @
gmail.com

SHOES AND TRAVEL BAG 3 or
4 pairs of women’s shoes, new,
size 7 or 7.5. And a travel bag,
new. Each item is $10 each. (619)
283-8417

STAMPS FOR SALE lot's of
stuff, (858) 257-8520.

BLACK SQUARE MIRROR
(247X 24”) This good looking
contemporary wall mirror w/ gold
trimming would compliment a
nice home or office. Actual mirror
size is 17.75"x 17.75”). Heavy duty
hanging hardware is included.
Clean and in good condition. $25.
Text (619) 796-5510 for more
info/pics. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

FLOOR LAMP WITH 2 GLASS
SHADES This 72” vintage dark
brown torchiere lamp has a side
light with an adjustable goose-

neck, beautiful tan glass shades
(13” & 5.5”), rotary on/off switch-
es, 1" metal pole & 10.5” base.

FREE BRAKE
INSPECTION &
ESTIMATE

© w»

FREE EXHAUST
INSPECTION &
ESTIMATE

Parts & Labor

San Diego Smog’s
new home is at
Cliff Brown Automotive!

STEAM CLEAN

NEW CV AXLE from $159°

CLIFF BROWN AUTOMOTIVE

f SMOG CHECK SPECIAL

$31

mog Test or All Cars 2000 and Up
ame Price. Good through December 30, 2022.

ENGINE
AVAILABLE

Most Vehicles

e, o e e e

TIMING BELT SPECIAL
$50 off

Recommended at 60k miles. Most vehicles. Limited time offer.

Cliff Brown Automotive * 4491 Park Blvd, SD, CA 92116 ¢ 619-297-4204
Mon.-Sat. 8 am-5:30 pm
Coupons must be Presented Prior to Service ¢ Senior Discounts Available ¢ Offers Expire December 30, 2022

75* | SMOG CHECK | TEST ONLY $5175

+%$8.25 cert ' notice Limited time offer. Cars 7999 and older.

30,000-MILE

SERVICE SPECIAL

from
Service includes: ® Maintenance tune-up Oil and filter
change ¢ Lube chassis ¢ Radiator coolant change
Air filter replacement ¢ Fuel injection cleaning

> STAR Certified

: +$8.25 cert. Most vehicles. Trucks, vans &
+ European cars extra. Must brin DMV renewal

$2 7995 4-cyl. Most vehicles.

Check brakes, suspension

quoted price

LE TT0T ‘T 19quiada +apvay 08a1( ues
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Very good condition. $75. Text
(619) 796-5680 for more info/
pics. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

TABLE LAMP METAL CYLIN-
DER BODY The body of this
unique table lamp is 4.5” in diam-
eter and 12” tall. The cream soft
deep drum linen shade is 10.75”
in top & bottom diameter & 9.25”
on the side. Modern and good
looking. Very good condition. $20.
Text (619) 800-5568 for more info/
pics. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

1971 VW BUG DUNE BUGGY
Cash only - 60k miles, like new,
11,500 obo - street legal - updated
registration. (760) 420-3641 /
kent.alishal@gmail.com

53 NOISEMAKERS - TURN OR
BLOW These noise makers are
of different designs & colors for
New Year, special events & par-
ties. Make lots of fun noises. All
new and never used. $25 for all
53 pieces. Text (619) 796-5680 for
more information and/or pictures.
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

VINTAGE SOLID WOOD MIR-
ROR This mirror (31-3/4"x 16”x
1-7/8”) w/ 3/8” wood frame weighs
18.5 Ib. Hanging hardware not
incl. The glass is 1/2” thick & has
some dark spots, scratches and
discoloration which reflect its
vintage nature. $20. Text (619)
796-5680 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

09 BMW 3 SERIES 2D CON-
VERTIBLE Excellent condition

- approx 102,000 mileage. $18K
OBO. White exterior & red leather
interior. Automatic 6 speed. 6.0
cylinder 3.0 liter. Power door
locks, windows & Steering. Air
conditioning. Anti-theft. AM/FM
stereo & bluetooth. Keyless entry
& start. 110217AA@gmail.com

CRUTCHES FOR ADULTS 5°10”-
6’6” Designed for people with

mobility impairments, Guardian
aluminum push button crutches
are for tall adults up to 300 Ibs.
The crutch pads, hand grips and
crutch rubber tips are all in excel-
lent condition. $15. Text (619)
796-5680 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

ROTOTILLER: TROY-BUILT
Rototiller, model 21B 34M8711,
208cc, it was purchased new

a few years ago, it was never
used, selling for only $575., (760)
746-72009.

VINTAGE TABLE LAMP BRASS
BODY This 29” lamp is quite
beautiful with a soft pleated linen
shade (7.5” top, 17.5” bottom &
11.5” side). It has some fabric
tears on the back. The body has
some discoloration which reflects
its vintage nature. $25. Text (619)
796-5510 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

1.25 HP GARBAGE WASTE
DISPOSAL Heavy duty American
standard disposal handles most
types of food waste Incl. coffee
grounds, vegetable scraps, peel-
ings & small bones. Connectors &
accessories not included. Clean

& in excellent condition. $75. Text
(619) 796-5680 for more info/pics.
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL GLASS TABLE
LAMP This classic table lamp
with brass trim base & cream
pleated shade is very pretty and
in excellent condition. 26.5” tall
overall, body 16” high, base 6.5”
across, shade 7” (top), 18” (bot-
tom) & 12.5” (side). §35. Text (619)
796-5680 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

SILK FLOWERS IN CHAM-
PAGNE VASE 3 attractive
arrangements available: $8 each,
$22 for set of 3, $30 for set of

4, or $78 for all 11 vases. Great
for special events and functions.
Vases are 3” in diameter (top
opening & bottom base) and 10”
tall. Text (619) 796-5680 for more
info/pics. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

FABERGE PAVLOVA WINE
GLASSES 9 stunning ballerina
crystal wine glasses, by Igor Carl
Faberge. As new, no chips or
flaws. See pics, contact me any
questions. Only $35.00 ea. (858)
395-5656 Rick

PIONEERSX636 RCVR & AR
SPEAKER $65 Pioneer SX-636;
25 Wrms. Noisy after hour-needs
repair AM/FM & meters work.
VGOOD appearance-worth fixing
or for parts. $100 Teledyne
Acoustic Research speakers.
2-posiitons for use. 6” woofer,
good foam, 1.5 in tweeter.

1968 TOPPS MICKEY MANTLE
POSTER test issue. Great condi-
tion. Call for price. (619) 791-0278.

BOOKS, RECORDS Book
shelves, painting. Music maga-
zines 1993-2014 National Geo-
graphic 1970-2001. Text for details
(858) 750-8903.

CAMERAS Nikon with two lenses
SLR, $100. Antique Kodak cam-
era, 100 years old, $50. (760)
757-5445

CASSETTE TAPES can be used
for recording.10 each. Contact
Paul (619) 222-0278.

ELECTRIC HOTPLATE still in
the box $20. Contact Paul (619)
222-0278.

FIVE FT COMMERCIAL GRADE
fiberglass shower unit for
handicap $300. Call Tom at (619)
264-7148.

FLOOR LENGTH FORMAL
GOWN sequins, soft peach, size
16 worn once, $40. Call Ronnie
(619) 346-9765.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE 24 boxes
new clear mini lights, 100 per box.

Make A Positive Difference From Home
caring for an adult with special needs.

Become part of a network of Mentors in the San Diego area.

Receive 24/7 support from our dedicated team of

professionals and

Call Carissa or Tara today to learn more

858.694.0120

MentorsWanted.com

Green wire 23 feet lighted 21 feet,
all $50 (760) 749-8266.

KAUAI 6 NIGHTS AT gorgeous
Pono Kai for only $525 on ocean
over trade for use of your coastal
time share in San Diego (858)
337-4367.

MISC FOR SALE | am selling the
following items: a couple of brand
new clocks fancy candle holder
blue v-tech house phone all these
items you must buy for 40.00 obo
ask for james @ (619) 450-7914
first come first servell Don’t ask
me questions about my items. /
jfifield31@gmail.com

OSCILLOSCOPES Hickok model
5002A, three oscilloscopes, |
don’t have probes, all three for
only $150., total price, call (760)
746-7209.

PEXTO SHEAR MODEL 269A:
Pexto trim tab shear, 4 inch wide
cutting blade, 16 inch depth, 20
gauge maximum thickness of
material being sheared, it was
used to shear small pieces of alu-
minum, mounted on heavy duty
stand, $375., call (760) 746-7209.

PORTABLE CD PLAYER with
charger and headphones still in
the box $40. Contact Paul (619)
222-0278.

RECUMBENT BIKE Innova dual
function folding upright recumbent
bike for sale. Price is $150 and it's
complete with the owners manual.
Phone number is (858) 525-2339.

SHOPSMITH MARK V MULTI-
TOOL Includes table saw, band
saw, scroll saw, lathe, belt sander,
jointer, dust collector, many extra
parts & accessories, plus a sepa-
rate table for mounting tools when
not in use, excellent condition,
$975., call (760) 746-7209

VARIOUS WOMEN’S SHOES
some tennis, some dress. $8 per
pair. My phone number is (619)
283-8417.

VINYL 60S - 80S LP & 45S Per-
sonal collection of approx 350
LPs & some 45s from 1960s-80s.
Save time and money—all have
been checked for audio quality,
and listed in detail at danesworld.
com/vinyl.

VTECH LANDLINE PHONE with
built in answering machine $20.
Contact Paul (619) 222-0278.

WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE
$1000 or best offer. Contact Herb
(619) 286-3841.

WINTER WETSUIT FOR SALE
Nearly new Billabong Absolute
/ Competition 4/3, medium-tall,
used once, MSRP $259, must
sacrifice at only $75, Encinitas,
(760) 274-5264.

WOOD JEWELRY BOX W/
GLASS LID This beautiful solid
wood jewelry box (10.5"x 6.5” x

3” high) has 6 top compartments
and an open bottom storage. The
lid looks very nice with clear glass
framed by wood molding. Very
good condition. $25. Text (619)
800-5568 for more info or pic-
tures. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

BEAUTIFUL SOLID WOOD BOX
This vintage box (5.5"x 3.5"x 2”
high) with a hinged lid is nicely
stained and varnished. It can be
a wonderful storage place for
jewelry, tarot, oils, art & sewing
supplies, and other lovely things.
$15. Text (619) 796-5510 for more
info or pictures. / cadbcsd@
gmail.com

SOLID WOOD SWIVEL BAR
STOOL This counter height
(25.5”) barstool with armrests is
very sturdy and beautiful. It has 3”
vinyl foam pad, rattan wicker back
& bronze protector on footrests.

It swivels perfectly and in very

good condition. $60. Text (619)
796-5680 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

5 QT. CROCK POT SLOW
COOKER This 180-250 watts
Rival crockpot has a removable
stoneware pot & plastic lid. There
are some stains inside the base
under the pot & the plastic lid is
no longer clear but the crock pot
is in good condition. $12. Text
(619) 796-5680 for more info/pics.
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

CRYSTALS Amethyst cluster
on geode and clear quartz point.
Have had these specimens for
years, time to pass them on. $20
for both. (619) 664-2146 / surge-
protector@protonmail.com

DEADBASE X Complete guide to
Grateful Dead concerts and song
lists. Hardcover, complete, excel-
lent condition, 596pp. Sells used
for $220 and up online. $100.
(619) 664-2146 / surgeprotector@
protonmail.com

SOLAR PANEL MOUNTING
SYSTEM Universal mount holds
10 large solar panels, can be
used when roofs aren’t suitable
for mounting solar panels, can
be used to power an off grid

EV charging station, if your roof
is shaded by trees or needs
repair, excellent, $2,600., (760)
746-7209.

4 BEAUTIFUL NEW INTERIOR
DOORS Premium knotty alder,
solid wood, mfg. by Craftsmen

In Wood in Arizona, 1-3/4” x 3’

x 8, no hinges or handles, they
are extra doors from my remodel,
| paid $1,500. each, selling for
$750. each, (760) 746-7209.

BLACK & DECKER ELECTRIC
EDGER This corded electric
edger has a high-torque motor
and an edge guide that converts
the edger to a trencher. It features
a 7-1/2” blade with 3/16” thickness
with adjustable depth. Very good
condition. $35. Text (619) 796-
5680 for more info and/or pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

BOOK COLLECTION, 570
BOOKS 238 hardcover & 67
softcover, about 264 cookbooks,
some hardcover & some softcov-
er, selling all for $390., no haggle
price, (760) 746-7209.

SCHULTZFORM SLOTFORMER
SF12 For Cabinet makers, used
to bend laminates for countertops,
purchased new for $5,000., it was
used once-like new condition, sell-
ing for $2,900., (760) 746-7209.

2 1IN 1 QUAD AND INLINE
SKATES This Roller Derby
skates combo adjusts up to 3
Sizes with the push of a button.
Quickly interchangeable chassis
allow you to switch from quad roll-
er skates to inlines and back with
ease. Excellent condition. $25.
Text (619) 796-5680 for more info/
pics. / cadbcsd@gmail.com

3 WHEEL RUGGED RACERS
SCOOTER This scooter with
adjustable height, anti-slip deck

& flashing LED wheel lights is for
toddlers or young kids. It has a
flip-out seat and foot pad which
allows your child to scoot sitting or
standing up. $15. Text (619) 800-
5568 for more info/pics.

WOOD SHELVING WITH 2
BRACKETS This Rubbermaid
white laminated shelving (12”x
72"x 3/4”) resists staining,
scratching & warping. It’'s ready
to be installed with two 10.25"x 9”
brackets. Supports up to 300 Ibs.
with proper installation. $15. Text
(619) 796-5680 for more info/pics.
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

BLACK SPORTS/ GYM/ DUFFEL
BAG Marksign bag (17”x 14”x
11”) is good looking, versatile,

and very durable. It has zippers
on top and all around with 2

side pockets. Mesh materials for

maximum ventilation. Never used
in excellent condition. $15. Text
(619) 796-5680 for more info/pics.
/ cadbcsd@gmail.com

MANUAL LAWN CORING
AERATOR This heavy duty Yard
Butler powder coated steel aera-
tor is 36.5” tall with 9” cushioned
handles. A firm step onto the foot
bar of the aerator will remove two
3.5"x 0.5” diameter plugs. Excel-
lent condition. $25. Text (619)
796-5680 for more info/pics. /
cadbcsd@gmail.com

WEIDER ULTIMATE BODY
WORKS GYM Weider Ultimate
Body Works Home Gym. This
item is in “like new” condition with
clean, unworn vinyl. Folds flat for
storage and extends to twice it’s
length. $100. cash only. Safe and
convenient pick-up location, near
the Hillcrest DMV/Farmers Mar-
ket. yasminebratz@hotmail.com

ARIAT WESTERN BOOTS New,
2 pairs size 6.5 $50 all, text (619)
872-8250.

BELLY DANCE CLOTHING
assortment, veils, waist bands,
jewelry, assorted varieties and
prices. Call (619) 101-3591.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
plexiglass display board 63x63,
$35. Fiber optic snowman, $10.
Ornaments $1-5. Tin cans and
baskets, $1-5. Snow villages
$15-25. Artificial tree, $10. (619)
218-4031

COMFORTER duvet fit full

to queen bed, reversible pink
lavender, gently used in guest
room, good condition, non-
smoking home $15. Telephone
1-858-484-4483.

DRIVE SHOWER HANDLE
brand new in box, $25. (619) 601-
3591

DRIVE WALKER brand new,
used one. 500 pounds max, $100.
Call (619) 601-3591.

WWII GUN RIFLE BOX Excellent
condition, original lining and wax
paper, $75 or best offer. Call (619)
601-3591.

BRAND NEW RED TRICYCLE
for sale $250. For photos, please
text (858) 733-0770.

BIKE HOOKS/PUMP Heavy duty
extra large bike hooks, 4 pack,
never used, $10. Telescoping bike
pump, quick inflation with gauge,
used once, $10. Contact (619)
380-4861.

HOT WHEEL CARS some misc

good stuff. Also slot cards and old
baseball cards. Call for more info

and pricing, (619) 791-0278.

AUTO GPS vehicle device by
Garmin, $175 OBO. (619) 282-
5105

CHRISTMAS METAL TREE
STAND for fresh tree, holds
water, large to XL, used one time
only, like new, $7 bargain, last
chance. (858) 484-4483

DINNERWARE 20 piece china
set, like new, dishwasher and
microwave safe, pretty pattern,
$25 for set. (619) 282-5105

MISC FOR SALE drones from
$11, stun gun/flashlight combina-
tion $20, all brand new. Grow
lights. Text for prices and pictures.
(619) 850-3264

LAUNDRY HAMPER New. Must
sell. Cylindrical (round) off-white
cream color hamper is 21 inches
high, 12 1/2 inches in diameter.

It has a lid on it. Fits most bath-
rooms. For more info call (858)
693-3409, evenings.



ASSORTMENT OF WOMEN’S
SWEATERS for the winter. Brand
new. Sizes small to medium,

solid as well as stripes, some

with pockets and can be worn as
jacket. Please call (858) 693-3409
for more details.

TV SMARTBOX (619) 850-3264
Every channel on the planet. UFC,
pay-per-view movies, TV shows,
no satellite on your roof, no cable
bills, free demo, money back
guaranteed $300.

SERVICES

WHAT’S UP FOR YOU IN 2023?
Astrological, Psychic readings,
25% off-December only. Gift
certificates available. For appoint-
ment call (619) 564-9309. Leave
message. robbiemckee777@
hotmail.com

FULL BODY MASSAGE from
head to toe. Reasonable rates,
call Tony (562) 587-4417

HORTICULTURE, landscape
design, redesign, troubleshooting,
diagnostics on the spot. Solve
your problems, improve your
design, improve your maintenance
today - no guessing! Educated,
trained and experienced, 6th
generation native, 6th genera-
tion horticulturalist in San Diego
County. No sales, no installation,
no maintenance. Check me out
at EdwordsHorticulture.com, then
call (619) 402-8670.

MAGENTO DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY SynergyTop is
magento development company
in San Diego offers a wide range
of magento eCommerce develop-
ment services to support your
online business. Contact: (619)
349-4911, +91 (787) 912-3770 for
details. / synergytop76@gmail.
com

SMOG CHECK $

SEO SERVICES SEO services
to drive traffic to your website.
Monthly, affordable. Bring in the
New Year with your website goals
to get more visitors! Keywords,
Title Tags, Metadata and Website
consultation included. (858) 226-
7126 / BARB@HUBAREALTY.
COM

WOOCOMMERCE DEVELOP-
MENT AGENCY Find the best
woocommerce development
company in San Diego. Synergy-
Top provides full-service website
design and development for your
eCommerce business. Call to get
more information: +1-619-349-
4911 (619) 349-4911 / synergy-
top76@gmail.com

SEO SERVICES OFFERED Do
you want your website to get
ranked higher on Google? SEO
(Search Engine Optimization)
services include Keywords, Title
Tags, Metadata, Website consul-
tation &more. Affordable pricing
starting at $95mo. (10-30page
site) Let’s do it for 2023! (858)
226-7126

PSYCHIC & TAROT READING
Psychic reading holiday special,
answers all questions, tells past
present and fture, advice in Love
career & marriage! Call (619) 717-
3952. / thespiritual3reading@
gmail.com

ECOMMERCE DEVELOPMENT
SERVICE Find the best ecom-
merce developer in San Diego.
SynergyTop has an experienced
team of e-commerce developers
that provides the best solutions.
Contact: info@synergytop.com.

www.synergytop.com/services/
ecommerce-development (619)
349-4911 / synergytop76@gmail.
com

SHOPIFY DEVELOPMENT SER-
VICES Looking for shopify devel-
opment services in San Diego,
SynergyTop is here to give you the
perfect solutions for your ecom-
merce needs. They have a wide
range of tools and experienced
developers. Call: +1-619-349-4911
(619) 349-4911 / synergytop76 @
gmail.com

ORGANIC GINGERBREAD
HOUSE FUN! Build your own
seasonal Organic Gingerbread
House this Sunday, 1-2:30pm

at San Diego Craft Collective.
This fun hands-on workshop is
for ages 3+. You may drop-off or
stay-to-build-together. Sign up at:
sandiegocraft.org/product/ginger-
bread/ (619) 273-3235 / communi-
cate@sandiegocraft.org

BUILD YOUR OWN CUSTOM
GUITAR Make your own bass

or electric guitar at San Diego
Craft Collective. Students learn
all steps of constructing their own
customized instrument. You'll
finish & be ready to play by the
end of the class. No experience
necessary. 18+ sandiegocraft.org
(619) 273-3235 / make@sandi-
egocraft.org

FIBER FUN & GIFT MAKING
Join us for Fiber Fun at San Diego
Craft Collective. Final fiber arts &
gift making workshops before the
new year! Macrame Bottle Bag &
Intuitive Quilting on Sat. Dec. 17
& Furoshiki Bundle Dye Gift Wrap
on Sun. Dec. 18. Visit: sandiego-
craft.org (619) 273-3235 / commu-
nicate@sandiegocraft.org

INCALL AND OUTCALL MAS-
SAGE by Tony, reasonable
rates, live in Escondido, call (562)
587-4417

IT’S GOING TO HAPPEN TO
US ALL Yes, we're talking about
death. Planning ahead is a con-
siderate choice and will save
money. We can help you get it
sorted out simply and at the best
price. We pre-negotiate the pric-
ing with 11 SD mortuaries. You
can’t do better. Call (858) 391-
1267. / office@sdmsonline.com

WEDDINGS I'm a certified Justice
of The Peace. | do weddings in
English only for $100.00 any where
in San Diego. (619) 634-0480 /
redbonepalmer@gmail.com

REHAB 4 ADDICTIONS Reha-
bilitation for all addictions chemi-
cal behavioral all accepted must
be ready for new life In 90 days
time is now change today. David-
Darby@FreiHomes.com

SECURITY CAMERA INSTAL-
LATION Camera, computer
repair, network, cabling. Honest &
with references. (619) 770-0011 /
luislednick@gmail.com

YAAANA HEBREW TUTORING
Hebrew tutoring for all levels avail-
able at Yiddishland California.
www.yiddishlandcalifornia.org.
info@yiddishland.ca. (619) 719-
1776. Translation services from
and into Hebrew are available at
Yiddishland California. (619) 719-
1776 / info@yiddishland.ca

YAAANA LADINO TUTORING
Ladino tutoring for all levels avail-
able at Yiddishland California.
www.yiddishlandcalifornia.org.
info@yiddishland.ca. (619) 719-
1776. Translation services from
and into Ladino are available at
Yiddishland California. (619) 719-
1776 / info@yiddishland.ca

YAAANA POLISH TUTORING
Polish tutoring for all levels avail-
able at Yiddishland California.
www.yiddishlandcalifornia.org.
info@yiddishland.ca. (619) 719-
1776. Translation services from

Year 2000 and newer. Plus $8.25 certificate. By appt only.
Vans and trucks extra. Free retest when we do the repair.

OIL CHANGE

PREMIUM BRAKES J TRANSMISSION

SERVICE

and into Polish are available at
Yiddishland California. (619) 719-
1776 / info@yiddishland.ca

YAAANA RUSSIAN TUTORING
Russian tutoring for all levels
available at Yiddishland California.
www.yiddishlandcalifornia.org.
info@yiddishland.ca. (619) 719-
1776. Translation services from
and into Russian are available at
Yiddishland California. (619) 719-
1776 / info@yiddishland.ca

YAAANA UKRAINIAN TUTOR-
ING Ukrainian tutoring for all
levels available at Yiddishland
California. www.yiddishlandcalifor-
nia.org. info@yiddishland.ca. (619)
719-1776. Translation services
from and into Ukrainian are avail-
able at Yiddishland California. /
info@yiddishland.ca

YAAANA YIDDISH TUTORING
Yiddish tutoring for all levels avail-
able at Yiddishland California.
www.yiddishlandcalifornia.org.
info@yiddishland.ca. (619) 719-
1776. Translation services from
and into Yiddish are available at
Yiddishland California. (619) 719-
1776 / info@yiddishland.ca

ROB’S ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Residential/Commercial/Industrial.
20+ years experience, C10 Lic#
966537. Guaranteed to beat any
quote! 10% OFF for new clients.
Call for free estimate, and save
$25 when you mention this Read-
er ad! (619) 632-7770. rdickens.
rd@gmail.com. www.robselectri-
calservices.com.

US ELECTRIC CONTRACTING
Fast, free estimates. Full service,
residential and commercial, new
construction, remodels, custom
work, service and repair. No job too
big or too small. 10% 1st time senior
discount. CA lic#1009252. Insured.
BBB Accredited. (858) 880-6080.

OUTCALL MASSAGE BY
KHEVIN. Please book 2 days

175

ahead. Rates: $65.- hr., or $85.-
90 mins. Mobile (858) 282-5937.
South County.

SAN DIEGO HUNKS - YOU
CALL, WE HAUL! (619) 507-
4172 Junk Hauling, Demolition,
Moving services! Lift Gate, Senior
Citizen Discount, Veteran Owned
Business. Got Junk? Call A Hunk!

INCALL AND OUTCALL MAS-
SAGE by Rick, reasonable
rates, live in Escondido, call (562)
846-9299.

CLOGGED DRAIN? $54 OUT THE
DOOR! Per stoppage, up to 100'.
Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm only.
Must have accessible cleanout,
CSLB# 571032. Call Today: (619)
472-2112. perryplumbing.com.

AUTO BODY WORK Retired
auto body man looking for work.
Dents, rust spots, bumpers. Free
estimates. Tony (440) 308-1010

ALL TYPE FLOORS epoxy,
stone, wood, concrete, cleaning,
polish, seal, wax and strip. (619)
850-3264

AFFORDABLE BANKRUPTCY
ATTORNEY A Chapter 7 bank-
ruptey will eliminate all your unse-
cured debt incl. credit cards, pay-
day & computer loans, personal
loans, medical & dental expenses.
It takes only 90 days. Law Office
of Frank D. Walker. Contact legal
assistant Melchor Quevedo @
(619) 755-2365. Claro que habla-
mos Espanol.

P.L. WOODEN MOBILE NOTARY
Do you need Loan Signing,
Preneed Home Going Planning,
or Notary services for someone
that is Hospitalized, in Senior care
or maybe Incarcerated? If so,

look no further. Call P.L Wooden
Mobile Notary for all of your Nota-
ry Needs At: (619) 867-4441

FINALIST

vReader~

BEST
o

Best Auto Repair/
Mechanic

30K/60K/90K/120K mile

SERVICE SPECIAL

up to 4 quarts & oil filter Most
4 cylinder cars, Trucks extra.
Synthetic blend extra

Includes: New spark plugs, engme oil,
oil filter, air filter, 1 gallon antifreeze,
suspension lubrication, tire rotation,
24 pt vehicle inspection from

Plus tax & hazardous waste fee, 4 cylinder, most cars,
prices may vary depending on make & model.

149

regularly $200

e Front or Rear Axle

e Parts & Labor

o Turn Rotors / Drums
* Premium Pads

 Most 4 cylinder F b
Cars + tax ree Inspection

Includes filter,

pan gasket, ﬂuid

most cars, From

+tax & hazardous materials fee

TUNE-UP & JCHECK ENGINE§ ALIGNMENT
0"_ CHANGE LIGHT 4 wheel, toe adjustment only, most cars.

» it iEgsanpios g | | et $6495 $4 9

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR

* New spark plugs
12,000 mile, (61 9) 430-4369 °* 1616 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, 92173

® Visual
inspection 5
® 4-cyl.
eSS 1 year Just off the 905 freeway * Se habla espaiiol

i $5 hazardous materials fee GklY Offers good with this ad. Must present prior to service. Expires 1-23-23
Prices may vary depending on make & model. A k b t snap' f' -
SK Us abou 1 Tinancing

39%

+ $5 hazardous materials fee

TIMING
BELT

Call for price.

AC
SERVICE

*39

Most cars, freon extra
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CROSSWORD

8

14 15

The solving of the

17 18

puzzles will no longer
put you in contention

for a Reader T-shirt
and hat.

ATIM NOSNIAIT AIAVYA 220T ©

We hope that the

puzzles themselves
will be enough of a

pleasure.

Thanks to all our
winners so far and to
those who will keep
with us.

Reader T-shirts and
hats are available at

sandiegoreaderstore.

com/

Across

1.5'4"and 6'2": Abbr.

5. Spill the beans

9. Stacy who played Mike
HammeronTV

14. Song that might prompt a
“Brava!”

15. Skye of “Say Anything ...”
16. Ernest or Julio of wine
fame

17. 500 sheets of paper
18.“No ,no glory”

19. It has two hemispheres
20. “About that thing that
went wrong on Apollo 13 .7
23. Nice enough fellow

24, Special (military
activities)

25.35mm camera type

26. Rage

28. “CrazySexyCool” trio

31. Movement founded by
Tarana Burke

34. Actress Meyer of “Starship
Troopers”

35.“Mon petit " (French
endearment)

36.“About that honorific
given to one’s superior male
offspring ..”

39. Shawkat of “Arrested
Development”

40. Cookie with a wasabi
flavor in China

41. Steakhouse order

42, Exclamations of regret
43. Woody , bartender
on “Cheers”

44, Tyronn who coached the
Cleveland Cavaliers to an NBA

title in 2016

45, Faux

46. Genre for Dire Straits and
Steely Dan, facetiously
50.“About that theater
production that explains how
old the penny is ..

54. Dagger’s partner
55.“Hmm ... | doubt that”
56. Name in a noted ‘90s
breakup

57. Diwali celebrant

58. Tea brand with Wild Sweet
Orange and Refresh Mint
flavors

59.“Moi? Never!”

60. Fabulous writer?

61. Bird symbolizing grace
62. Meniscus location

Down

1. Brother of Groucho, Chico,
Gummo and Zeppo

2. Origin of the word “alphabet”
3. Bit of pageant wear

4. 600 Home Run Club member
5. California state park south
of Monterey

6. Replete (with)

7.Voting no

8. “Why you gotta rude?”
(lyric from the 2014 Magic! hit
“Rude”)

9. Cold war mole

10. Some noblemen

11. Jai

12. Snippet from a film

13. Sweet pea

21. Qaanaaq dwelling

22. “Don’t Know Why” singer
Jones

26. Played a high wind
27."Do others ...”

28. Bro of van Gogh

29. Mortgage, e.g.

30. It's good for what ails you
31. Org. featured in the
documentary “This Film Is Not
Yet Rated”

32. Hard to handle, in a way
33. Baseball Hall of Famer
Speaker

34. She helped Marlin find
Nemo

35. Science fiction subgenre
37. Calf-roping loop

38. Assignment from a piano
teacher
43. Kind of dancer
44, Coral reef enclosure
45. Madrid museum
46."Hold Me Closer, Tony

: And Other Misheard
Lyrics” (2007 humor book)
47. Johnny who used to cry
“Come on down!”
48. Social stratum
49. Hit 1986 Mr. Mister song
named after a prayer
50. Ballerina’s bend
51. Forever, seemingly
52."“Fiddlesticks!”
53. Defrost
54. When tripled, a dance move

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE:
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CELEBRATE

Harbor Collective
San .‘Ziec,:a@ Hotlest And Mol ‘740«&; .'“Zotpeww/u;

10z (289) $75 "’ffo(vfff' ’$30.
i Zips + tax i smalls + tax

Get the best ‘

. (i 1full if 2 Allswell

dispensary Pl'ze;glls Cartrldge gummies

dealS. g ttax i (LTm?tXB) i +tax

Must present Reader Ad. Cannot combine discounts.
In-store only. While supplies last.

Top Brands Offering Demos &
Special Promotions

SAN DIEGO

Weeder

Find recreational and medical
dispensaries near you.

24-HOUR SECURITY ¢ ATM ON SITE

619-841-2045

(Just South of the Convention Center
and the Gaslamp!)

Lic #C10-0000262

SanDiegoWeeder.com

25 %12 43 4

'The Holidays..
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GSG PL, INC. C10-0000298-LIC

SAN BIEGO

PREMIUM CANNABIS GROWN BY OGS FOR THE MASSES

6220 FEDERAL BLVD ° 619-310-5232

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
MORE DISCOUNTS AND
DISCOUNT DETAILS!

GET IT DELIVERED IN AS QUICK AS
- 30 MINUTES! -
$10 EDIBLES
$15 EIGHTHS NUG
$12 EIGHTHS SHAKE

GET AN 1/8™ FOR 51
WITH ANY DELIVERY ORDER OVER 3100

| CALL FOR DELIVERY! 1-844-420-8387

' Y20z's » 60
364 65 OUT THE DOOR

' STOP IN FOR MORE EXCLUSIVE SPECIALS !

I PLEASE BRING IN THIS AD OR TAKE A PIC TO GET THE DEALS LISTED :

C10-0000775-LIC



THE HEALING CENTER
SAN-DIEGO

YEAR END

FRIDAY 12/23 & SUNDAY 12/25

:jelcle,

SATURDAY 12/24 & MONDAY 12/26

BOGO
807 OFF

SCAN ME o
Visit our menu and

DiHDl  store holiday hours at

(=], THCSD.COM

*DISCOUNT ON LOWEST TICKET PRICE. NOT COMBINABLE WITH ANY OTHER
DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. RESTRICTIONS APPLY.

C10-0000213-LIC

HOLIDAY DEALS

BUY ONE GET ONE 60% OFF ENTIRE
PURCHASE

BUY ONE GET ONE 80% OFF ENTIRE
PURCHASE

=" BUY ONE GET ONE 60% OFF ENTIRE
PURCHASE

UY ONE GET ONE 80% OFF ENTIRE
PURCHASE

C10-0000472-LIC

L€ TTOT ‘TT 12quIdda(] 4appay 0321(] ues



EERE 619-439-6457 O e LA eE

Rl 7 DAYS, 7AM-9PM -

h-'Q‘. JUNGLEBOYSSANDIEGO.COM RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET
SAN DIEG

C10-0000904-LIC C ***** FROM LA MESA CUSTCO'

TN WA el i DR e O R B | e WAL 7

o'. Ff

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY

MUST PRESENT AD
CANNUT CUMBINE WITH ANY UTHER OFFERS

'/ a4 I1m T WA T Ala. oA B SNSE

ZG FOR 930

LIVE RESIN CARTS

.
LIMIT 4 o SELECT STRAINS VALID UNTIL 12/31/22 m A i
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SELECT STRAINS
OUT THE DOOR PRICE

=N W A~ y /
=N S o~ SN AR “’

B=ErI)~N

=

]
TS Nl L L v v I N i o L L I VUL




O Uﬂ\

% Phat Panda

DEALS RUN . NEW DEALS

MONDAYS-SUNDAYS EVERY WEEK!

M 2% 50 = e 5%

BUY A HIGHATUS & GET GET 5 EIGHTHS FOR $100
A HIGHATUS FOR $.| NON-DISCOUNTABLE

PRE-ROLLS -

% BUY ANY GREEN DRAGON 8TH
5 FOR $1o 10 FOR $2° AL 3R & GET AN 8TH FOR $1

PHAT PANDA ‘@ LEVEL™
CARTS

5 CARTS FOR *100 SNICKLEFRITZ GRAM FOR $1  GET A LEVEL SATIVA 3PK FOR $1

BUY ONE & GET A BUY ANY LEVEL PRODUCT &

NOW ACCEPTING

619) 383 - O709 8300 CENTER DR. LA MESA, CA 91942
<(=URBS|?:E PICKUP AVAILABLE 7Amv — O9pvi EVERY DAY




JARNR

Cannabis

DECEMBER CANNABIS DEALS

ASCND
Space Walker OG

Indica | High-Potency | 1 mL(0.033 fl oz)

KURVANA
.5g ASCND Cartridge

License # C10-0000384-LIC

*Items change weekly, while supplies last. No rain checks

40 San Diego Reader December 22, 2022

HAVE A VERY
MERRY HOLIDAY

J WITH DECEMBERS
$4.20 DEALS

SPEND $29.99 OR MORE +
GET A $4.20 PROMO ITEM.

SCAN CODE [=k:0
TO ORDER [




b1 Goodie Will Be Chosen
By March and Ash Staff

VISIT MARCHANDASH.COM

*Promotion is valid December 25, 2022 at select locations while supplies last and are subject to change Promotional products are are pre-selected by the brand, not the customer, and cannot be exchanged.
Know the risks associated with cannabis: marchandash.com/risks | C10-0000076-LIC, C10-0000541-LIC, C10-0000636-LIC, C10-0000778-LIC, C10-0000887-LIC, C10-0000908-LIC, C10-0000984-LIC | RSP-22-01




Most Affordable Implant Dentist in San Diego!

New ' ‘ 2\ :
patient ¥ ¥ Sedation

m ¥ .
pental £, Dentistry
\ncludes ¢ '

and X-Rays : ' . Genel_'al
$ _ oY Anesthesia now
69 E’ available!

in absence of ”
y perindoma\ disea!

il

Premiumsy /0.0 [Hybrid ALLOT4,. 13,9
Implant PaCkage 2'499 ALL YOUR DENTAL NEEDS IN

(Strictly Limited Time) implant fixture, custom milled abutment,
solid zirconia crown, free dental CT scan. ONE LOCATION'
Implants from $62/month OAC & 60 months financing.

Implants, Braces, Veneers, Invisalign, Crowns, Zoom Whitening, Periodontics,
Cosmetic Dentistry, Root Canals and more!

Schedule Your Free No Obligation Implant, Cosmetic, and Braces Consultation Today!
Saturday Appointments Available ¢ Se Habla Espanol

Implant offices of Dr Armin Hage DDS & Associates

DR ARMIN HAGE

Is a Loma Linda University Graduate ¢ Is a Diplomat at International Academy of Dental Implantology

.

Smile Designers San Diego (Sports Arena) University Dental (College Area)
\—J 3365 Rosecrans St, San Diego, 92110 6324 University Ave, San Diego, 92115
) 619-404-0061 619-319-9640
SmileDesignerSanDiego.com UniversityDentalSanDiego.com
UNIVERSITY DENTAL 2 2 U 2
* Treatment plans vary case by case, restrictions may apply. Call office for details. Offers cannot be combined. Offers for cash patients only. For insurance patients, insurance fees apply.
S M | L E DES[GN E RS Offers good through 1-23-23. **No-Needle system cannot be used on all cases. Use of conventional anaesthesia may still be required.

***Not all patients qualify for same day implants. Questions can not be answered over phone. Implant consult appointment is required. CT x-ray and bone graft not included.

Most Insurances Accepted ¢ Same-Day & Early Evening Appointments Available ¢ Free Second Opinion Consultation ¢ Financing & Payment Plans Available
Kid Friendly ¢ Full Ceramic Crowns ¢ Laser Dentistry ¢ Bridges ¢ Root Canal ¢ Bonding ¢ Dentures & Advanced Prosthodontics ¢ Military & Senior Discounts




ALLER BAG
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*RESTRICTIONS APPLY | MEDICAL PATIENTS ONLY | TAXES NOT INCLUDED




Make your
holidays

A Hit.

N
3940 HOME AVE | 92105  STOREFRONT & DELIVERY C12 - 0000332 - LIC HIKEI.COM 3

ot AR




