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We welcome letters pertain-
ing to the contents of the
Reader. Submit them at

sdreader.com/letters or
phone them in at 619-235-
3000. Include your name
and neighborhood. Letters
may be edited for length
and clarity.

Attack of the 30-foot
RVs
30-foot-plus RVs and trail-
ers have gotten out of con-
trol around Mission Bay!
(“San Diego cracks down
on anyone living in his car,”
Cover Stories, December
16) The city should have
made a stipulation when
they gave the campground
area in De Anza Cove to
Campland that they should
have some affordable spots
not just the ones that go for
$100 a night spots. There is
also a huge lot on Seaworld
Drive in old Pacific Coast
Highway that has nothing
on it at all and is fenced in
and they could open that up
and let the people park their
RVs there also There is also
a huge lot on Seaworld Drive
in old Pacific Coast Highway
that has nothing on it at all
and is fenced in and they
could open that up and let
the people park their RVs
there also. But the people in
the RVs need to clean their
acts up a bit. Nobody wants
to look at a bunch of vehicles
look like they came out of
the Grapes of Wrath .
Joseph Savage
Pacific Beach

Mother of a zoo

Over the past three years,
I've been researching and
writing a book for the Zoo
about the remarkable Belle
Benchley, who ran the San
Diego Zoo from 1927 to
1953 as the first and only
woman zoo director in the
world (“Boo for the Zoo,”
Cover Stories, December
3). As the face and voice of
the Zoo, Belle made thou-
sands of speeches to civic
and school groups, wrote
and edited ZOONOOZ for
its first 20 years, appeared
on radio shows and in news
reels, and wrote four books,
two of them best sellers, all

while also managing the
Zoo. As she often said, “A
zoo is never finished. There
are always improvements,
changes, and new ideas and
exhibitions. A zoo is a living
thing which will continue to
evolve and grow””

As disheartening as it is
for Thomas Arnold to no
longer see the same exhibits,
or animals displayed in the
same way today as they were
in his childhood, change is
inevitable and necessary.
Improvements arise natu-
rally with more knowledge.
In the 1920s and 1930s, the
infant San Diego Zoo was
considered an upstart radi-
cal by the established East-
ern zoos for being the first
American zoo to use bar-less
moats to display animals.
Another innovation was to
acquire a male and female or
two, instead of just a single
animal, so that the animals
had companionship and a
family unit could form.

The San Diego Zoo
quickly became known as
the “nursery” of all zoos for
the proliferation of offspring
every year, a viable sign of
contented, healthy animals.
Belle wished that every Zoo
visitor would just pause, be
patient, and spend time qui-
etly watching the animals
being themselves. Through-

continued on page 4
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By Reader stringers

HILLCREST
Unpaid rent no
laughing matter
Finest City Improv needs punchlines,
not deadlines
Sara Johansen says improv comedy classes are
the best way she knows for the introverted to
meet other people. “I had just moved to San
Diego a year earlier and I found it very hard
to make friends. I had just gone through a
bad divorce” She says she took a chance with
Finest City Improv and found that extem-
poraneous team efforts to pretend that you
are riding kittens in outer space provide a
rare bonding opportunity. “It was the best
feeling I ever experienced...All my friends
came from there””

“It changed my life,” says Skyler Davis Lee.
“I've met all my best friends here. Before that,
I didn’t know anyone in San Diego. I never

GROVE ST1.
ASKETBALI
CLUB

Jackie: Brandon Hensgens (White Shirt), Joel Arriola(black shirt)
|

Evicted during a pandemic? You can’t make this stuff up!

thought I'd be here five years later” Lee, who
is now Finest City Improv’s general manager,
helped oversee some $17,000 in electrical,
structural and disability improvements to
the building that houses it. He built out the
beer and wine bar. “Now that’s it’s ready, no
one gets to use it”

Finest City Improv is a combination com-
edy venue and comedy school where per-
formers take six different levels of two-month
classes to learn how to create comedy scenes
with no props. While places like the National
Comedy Theater
school on India Street
focus on creating short
skits a la Whose Line
is it Anyway, Finest
City Improv students
focus on long-form
improvisation. Think
one-act plays created
out of thin air. Amy
Lisewski founded the
outfit at the Lafayette
Hotel in 2012, but
says she started look-

SNOILONAO¥d TYNSYDLOVIDIND 40 IHOLYINYD )‘GTV HileER D]

ing elsewhere when
her rent there was
increased by 50 per-
cent. She says the city
of San Diego made
it hard to find a new
home. “Most com-
mercial real estate is
either zoned retail or
office. There are very
few places that can be
permitted for assem-
bly” Her 2200-square-
foot space at 3746 6th
Avenue has a maxi-

SNOILONAO¥d TYNSYDLOVIDIND 40 IHOLVINYD XITV :LIAIWD

mum legal capacity
of 49.

Like other comedy
venues, Finest City
Improv went dark
with the virus. But

after paying full rent for five months, the
Hillcrest comedy venue/school was given a
pay-up-or-quit ultimatum that Johansen, Lee
and Lisewski fear may permanently kill the

decades. When they closed, that was a huge
loss. And The Merrow, I assume, is still open,
but it hasn't had live music for months. A com-
edy club or comedy school is an attraction for
the entire community. If Finest City Improv
goes away, that will be a tragedy”” Nichols says
many landlords in Hillcrest act as partners to
make sure their tenant businesses can sur-
vive. “The story about Hillcrest is about how
a number of property owners have stepped
up to help save their tenants. I know of some
landlords that have covered rents through the
entire covid period” He says that while some
of the “big boys,” including the Cohn Restau-
rant Group, have closed eateries in Hillcrest
(Tacos Libertad and BO-beau Kitchen and
Cache) a number of independent bars and
cafes are thriving in the midst of pandemic,
thanks to their landlords. “Uptown Tavern,
Baja Betty’s, and Number 1 Fifth Avenue have
learned how to adapt. Breakfast Bitch goes
crazy on the weekends. And their landlords,
who are actually acting as partners, are part
of the answer.” But, he warns, “Landlords can

“

The story about Hillcrest is about how a number of prop-

erty owners have stepped up to help save their tenants.”

laughter. “We paid 100 percent of our rent
($4300) each month, April through August,”
says Lisewski. “I told the landlord we were
paying it even though we were really only
paying for storage space. He didn’t seem to

be shortsighted in this environment when
they force out a tenant as unique as Finest
City Improv. They may end up with a crappy
tenant.”

There are currently four commercial

show any concern
for the fact that we
couldn’t open and
operate as usual.
We have been get-
ting ten percent of
our usual revenue
since March. Mean-
while, I have to pay
taxes and insurance.
Then the day after
Thanksgiving, we
were given a notice
to pay or leave in
three days” Worse,
Lisewski says the landlord is demanding that
the place be returned to its original state. “We
spent like $7000 for an architect just so we
could get our beer and wine license. We fixed
a multitude of issues that the city required”
Lisewski says covid has everyone in a bind.
“There is no way anyone can operate until at
least next spring. We went to our community
with a Go Fund Me campaign. Now we have
to pay lawyers thousands to try and save what
we have”

“It was huge having them in the neigh-
borhood,” says Benjamin Nichols, executive
director of the Hillcrest Business Association.
“The true sign of a diverse neighborhood is
live venues. We used to have three in Hill-
crest. Martinis Above Fourth was around for

vacancies, directly across the street from Finest
City Improv on the 3700 block of 6th Avenue.

A call to Finest City’s landlord, Dr. Iman
Mikhail, was not returned.

KEN LEIGHTON

ROSARITO

It takes a village to fight

a fire

Five-headed blaze brings out

Baja’s best

On December 10, extreme Santa Ana winds
reaching up to 60 miles per hour around
Tijuana, Tecate, and Rosarito fanned wildfires
that consumed four large ranches, according
to Civil Protection of Baja California. One of

continued on page 6




NEWS TICKER

By Reader staff writers

San Diego Gas & Elections
Power company went on Dem bender

A torrent of October campaign cash accompa-
nying San Diego Gas & Electric’s sole bid to
remain the city’s exclusive gas and electricity
supplier for the next two decades is likely to
carry the day for the Sempra Energy-owned
utility, say skeptics of the proceedings. “The
mayor may reject (the bids), he may cancel
the process entirely, he may make recom-
mendations for award of any responsive bid,”
mayoral chief of policy Jessica Lawrence told
the city council at the December 17 franchise
bid opening.

With the final say technically up to the
city council, talk of a city takeover of the
utility or a year-long extension of SDG&E’s
expiring 50-year deal to come up with fresh
bidders is in the air. But Sempra’s cascade
of campaign cash, which disclosures show
ultimately benefited certain Democrats,
including mayor-elect Gloria, could strongly
influence the outcome in favor of SDG&E.
California campaign disclosure filings show
that Sempra’s contributions grew sizably
in the weeks leading up to the November 3
election. The San Diego County Democratic
Party got $15,000 from Sempra on Septem-
ber 10, and the local party received $5000
more from Sempra on October 15, for a total
of $20,000. In turn, the county party became
a significant source of campaign funding for
hand-picked city council hopefuls, includ-
ing Marni von Wilpert for City Council 2020
($7935, October 14), Raul Campillo for City
Council District 7 2020 ($1895, October 16
and $9068, October 6), and Steve Whitburn
for City Council 2020 ($5661, October 6).

On October 15, Sempra kicked in $25,000
to the Sacramento-based LGBT Caucus

That oughta teach Bry to ever talk about working with the
opposition! And the same goes for the rest of you bums!

Leadership Fund, which on October 1 gave
$50,000 and on October 16 an additional
$30,000, for a total of $80,000, to Neighbors
for Housing Solutions Supporting Todd Gloria
for San Diego Mayor 2020. As previously
reported, that group raised more than $1.3
million for a last-minute flurry of hit pieces
against Gloria’s foe and fellow Democrat
Barbara Bry, linking her to the policies of
Donald Trump and local elected Republicans.
San Diego Works, a political action com-
mittee run by the San Diego Imperial Counties
Labor Council AFL CIO, that largely backs
Democratic candidates, received $20,000
from Sempra on October 2. In turn, San Diego
Works came up with $50,000 for Neighbors
for Housing Solutions on October 26. And
the San Diego County Regional Chamber of
Commerce, whose PAC gave Neighbors for
Housing Solutions $80,000 on September
29, got $10,000 from Sempra on October 9.
Matt Potter

Neal Obermeyer

oH pon'r GeTToo WP iz CaN SET You uP AT
COMFORTABLE HERE! @ Tug CONVENTION CENTER!

THeERE'S TWO 0F You,

S0 WE L JUST TRANSFER.
#12,000 oF TRXPAYER MOKEY

AND COVID FUNDS INTe THE

CONVENTION CENTER’S

UNDER THE RADAR

KPBS donor sick-out itsbeena
bad year for the KPBS broadcasting stations,
the public television and FM radio operation
run by San Diego State University, per a newly
released financial statement and report for the fis-
cal year ending this past June by accountant Grant
Thornton. Direct “financial costs of COVID-19
for KPBS totaled approximately $835,000 and
include Underwriting and Membership cancel-
lations, operational expense increases and capital
equipment expenditures;” says the November 20
report. “Such costs were partially
offset by a $275,000 unrestricted
grant distributed by the Corpo-
ration for Public Broadcasting
as part of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
Act, which was signed into law
on March 27, 2020

Thornton reports KPBS
“quickly moved to telework
mid-March 2020 along with
the majority of faculty and staff
at the San Diego State University
campus. This necessitated the
Stations to purchase and install
additional computer equipment and customize
broadcast/production solutions, to allow staff to
work remotely in an efficient manner in order to
continue services to the greater San Diego com-
munity.” The report adds that despite pandemic
impacts, the stations’ overall net financial posi-
tion grew from $46.7 million as of June 20, 2019,
to $52.4 million in June of this year. The docu-
ment explains that the boost primarily relates to
“realized gifts and pledges for the ongoing KPBS
Capital Campaign totaling $6,250,000 and capital-
ized construction in progress for the planning and
design phase of the Gateway Building renovation
and expansion project, offset by depreciation.”

On the other hand, 2020
operating revenue plunged from
$52.8 million to $33.4 million,
primarily due to a falloff in con-
tributions from $48.9 million
in Fiscal 2019 to $29.6 million
during the fiscal year ending this
past June, the document shows.
That appears consistent with a
June 22, 2020, Union-Tribune
account regarding three layoffs
and work-time reductions for Gwman Shepher g
15 other station employees. The
paper quoted KPBS general man-
ager Tom Karlo as saying, “we have experienced
adrop in key revenue areas, including underwrit-
ing, membership and donor support” The yearly
financial transfer from California tax-supported
San Diego State University to KPBS rose from
$7.21 million to $7.72 million. Grants from the
federally funded Corporation for Public Broad-
casting also increased, going from $2.81 million
to $3.55 million. Programming and production
expenses, which were $13 million in Fiscal 2019,
grew to $14.2 million in 2020, the report says.

When KPBS’s Tom Karlon says, “We've
experienced a drop in key revenue

areas,” he means, “We're going broke.”

Noisy Shepherds How painful to
the ears is a dog bark? That’s the question pur-
sued by an environmental review document
prepared for San Diego County’s proposed
24,000-square-foot animal shelter north of Riv-
erview Parkway and west of North Magnolia
Avenue in the city of Santee. “The project would
consist of four separate buildings with an inter-
nal, secure and open courtyard, an outdoor live-
stock area, an activity yard, a staft parking lot,
and a public parking lot,” says the document.
The so-called Mitigated Nega-
tive Declaration was released
for public comment December
15. “The project includes 72
indoor dog kennels. Since these
kennels are within the building,
it is not anticipated that exte-
rior noise levels due to barking
dogs within the interior ken-
nels would be a concern”

Outside is another mat-
ter, notes the report. “There
are two exterior areas where
dogs could be located: a dog
run area between the west-
ern parking lot and buildings, and an activity
yard within a secured/fenced area between
the four buildings. The primary noise source
associated with outdoor activity areas would be
periodic dog barking. Usually barking occurs
in response to some stimuli, such as persons
or other dogs entering the activity areas. The
degree of barking depends largely on the expe-
rience of the staff, the number of dogs outside
at a time, and the amount of stimuli”

Adds the report, “in order to provide a
worst-case assessment of dog barking noise
levels, the German Shepherd bark noise level
of 101 [A-weighted decibels] was utilized for
this assessment.” The report
then notes “this maximum
noise level would not occur
consistently over a 1-hour
period, since there are breaks
between individual barks and
[Department of Animal Ser-
vices] staff would not allow
for consistent and continuous
barking. As a worst-case anal-
ysis, maximum dog bark noise
levels were modeled for 50

the gold standard
of dog barking.

percent of a 1-hour period.”
Concluded the report: “Noise
levels would not exceed the County’s prop-
erty line noise level limits for single-family
residential uses. Therefore, impacts would
be less than significant” Construction is set
to begin next November.

— Matt Potter (@sdmattpotter)

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published
in this column. Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or sandiegoreader.com/staff/
matt-potter/contact/.
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ADVICE YOU
DIDN'T KNOW
YOU NEEDED

HIPSTER@SDREADER.COM

et o CEE

Dear Hipster:
My roommate and I worked our way
through a half dozen cans of Steel Reserve
the other night while we watched the major-
ity of a new Netflix documentary series
about obscure competitions called We Are
the Champions. We agreed it’s a great show,
but we couldn’t exactly agree on why, and
we spent a huge amount of effort, probably
fueled by the Steel Reserve, trying to articu-
late an intelligible principle that describes
why the show works
so well where other,
similar concepts so
often fall flat. For
example, you could
probably go to any
film festival and
watch half-a-dozen
documentaries about
obscure stuff without
caring about them, so
we can’t say it’s a vir-
tue of pure random-
ness, yet that has to
be at the heart of it
because obscure and
unexpected stuff is
the most hipster-delightful. Is there a cen-
tral principle at work there, or is it pure
randomness?

— KILLIAN

I know that feeling you’re trying to
describe, and I agree it’s notoriously hard
to pin down. It’s like wearing Ugg boots
and board shorts when the weather is not
too cold and not too hot so your snuggy
warm feet are perfectly balanced out by
the brisk chill of your knees, and you don’t
care that everybody’s giving you side-eye
at the office that day.

It’s like when somebody tells you there’s
aband called BABYMETAL. You think it’s
going to be either (1) actual heavy metal

Genius is irreducible. Just enjoy.

music for babies, which
is almost impossible to
conceptualize if you've
ever met an actual baby
or listened to actual heavy
metal; or (2) a kind of Kid-
zBop version of heavy
metal songs, which
is almost painfully
easy to conceptualize
if you’ve ever spent
more than forty-five
seconds around children
with access to their parents’
Alexa; but in reality it’s a
third kind of thing that is
so much better than both
of the other things.

It’s the differ-
ence between hearing
someone describe a
Colombian-style hot dog (a steamed dog
playing host to a litany of toppings, includ-
ing crushed pineapple, mustard, ketchup,
mayo, raspberry sauce, and crushed up
potato chips), which sounds unworkable;
and actually eating a Colombian-style
hotdog, which forever revolutionizes your
views on hot dogs.

In reality, the magic formula here,
the secret sauce, may

prove ultimately
inscrutable. The
French call it the je
ne sais quoi, which,
if you translate it
literally, means “I
don’t know what?”
That suggests some-
thing that by defi-
nition resists defi-
nition. Some might
see this as a cop-out
for the intellectually
lazy, a means for
those who can’t be
bothered by speci-
ficity when enshrining their personal
preferences and so appealing to the quasi-
mystical quality of being somehow beyond
human comprehension.

I disagree. I think that some things in life
would be destroyed if they were reduced to
anything less than being understood purely
on their own terms. In some ways, this basic
principle props up all of modern art. People
will try, but nobody can really “explain” a
Rothko, and any attempt to do so falls far
short of a single good look at a scale of 1:1.
Some things simply are the way they are,
and if you can explain them, it'’s almost as
if you have to explain them; and if you have
to explain them, you’re missing the point.
— DJ Stevens

XIM413N

continued from page 1
out the 1930s and ‘40s, in an
era when most people only
saw wild animals as per-
formers in a traveling circus,
Belle appealed to the
public in newspaper inter-
views to not poke, prod or
throw rocks at the speci-
mens to make them move.
So those “up close and per-
sonal engagements with the
animals” that Arnold and
Christopher Barclay miss
have been modified over the
years out of necessity for the
benefit and protection of the
animals as much as for the

people.

Beth Wagner Brust
LaJolla

SDSU’s textbook fail
Textbook prices have
increased by 1,041% since
1977, because a small
number of textbook com-
panies have monopolized
the market so much that
they can raise the prices
as they please (“Discount
textbook shop forced out
at San Diego State,” City
Lights, August 24, 2016).
Students suffer when they
do not have access to the
materials required to suc-
ceed. CALPIRG research
suggests that 2 out every 25
students have failed a class
due to inability to afford
course materials. This is
unacceptable.

I find it absolutely appall-
ing that Aztec Shops raised
the rent by 32%, prevent-
ing KB Shops from staying
open and selling textbooks
at a discounted price, like
they had been doing for
over 40 years. Like Appel
stated “the original intent of
the business was to provide
students with alternatives”
and now students are in a
position to be taken advan-
tage of by the textbooks
market.

There are many changes
needed to re-shape the US
education system to allow
everyone to have equal
opportunity to succeed
in education. We UCSD
CALPIRG students are
currently working to get
the UC Regents to establish

a grant program to incen-
tivize faculty to use open-
access resources. This is just
one of many steps to take
that would benefit millions
of students and the com-
munities they serve.
Sky-Lauryn White
La Jolla

Comments from
SDReader.com — not
edited for punctuation,
spelling, or grammar.

“Finest City Improv and
the unbending landlord”
Neighborhood News
December 14
I feel bad for the tenants
being evicted. Loss of
income, and still having to
pay rent. The landlords have
the right to be paid, but good
luck renting to someone else
during the pandemic.
—Socks3742

“Patching San Diego curbs
is only a patch job”
Neighborhood News
December 14
The situation with curb
“repairs” is so typical of
SD. A resident calls for
some attention and if any-
one responds it’s a stroke of
luck. Then if anyone actually
goes out to look at the situ-
ation, it is even less likely.
Finally, if the fix is made, it
is a patch, not a permanent
repair. It is no wonder that
La Jollans are taking matters
into their own hands with
painting curbs red. They
don’t want the street park-
ing all taken up by visitors
and who-knows-who-else,
and can get away with it. A
smarter approach would be
to make the red curb look
as official as possible; park-
ing enforcement might just
ticket cars that are really
legally parked.

—Visduh

“USS Bonhomme Richard

to be repurposed as dive-

in museum of recent Naval

history”

SD on the QT

December 11

Arr, it be a joke, matey.....
—Strelnikov

It's Mencken; could it be any-
thing else??
—danfogel
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customer service, expert installation, and superior : WITH
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Call for your FREE consultation: INTEREST
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these ranches was close to the popular hiking
route El Cerro del Coronel in Primo Tépia in
the Playas de Rosarito municipality. It was
there that Rodolfo Espinoza Mena, a 25-year-
old firefighter with 12 years of experience,
worked to put out a fire that threatened a
suburban neighborhood. “That day, I had a
call from my boss at 7 am to see who could
go help with this fire. It was my day off, but
I went as a volunteer;” Espinoza said. “It isn’t
mandatory to go on these calls on our days
off, [but] even though were paid firefight-
ers, we'll still go. In our shifts, we work 24
hours straight, and rest 48 hours. For this
wildfire, we worked for approximately 15
hours straight”

Espinoza went prepared with nuts, seeds,
oat bran energy bars, and lots of drinking
water to help him avoid heat stroke. He noted
that the lack of water in these rural areas is
their main issue because they must have
around 150 gallons to fight the fire. “The
ranchers were the ones who gave us water to
refill our personal stash. Due to the shortage,
we had to use shovels to put out the flames
with some earth” And they had to work stra-
tegically, because this was not a normal fire.
“Usually, a wildfire has a structure — the back,
the sides, and the head, which is the direction
the fire is heading. But in this fire, we had it
all around us, and it had five heads: behind,

Espinoza- “The ranches were the ones who gave us water to refill our personal stash.”

in front, and in El Coronel itself;” Espinoza
added. He said the best firefighting technique
is to let certain areas burn and control the
expansion of the fire by clearing the land of
any flammable material — work that takes
hours. “Even leaves blown from trees on fire
can start another. Also, animals like wild rats
and rabbits. When they catch on fire before
dying, they run, and these animals, unfortu-
nately, spread the fires”

The firefighters’ strategy began to take
effect around 6 pm, 19 hours after the fire
started on Wednesday — and almost 12 hours
after Rodolfo started his shift on his day off.
When he arrived back at the station at 7
pm, he and his colleagues had to report any
damage to their wildfire combat equipment,

and those that volunteered had to prepare

everything to come to work for the next day.
Espinoza said that he gets the equivalent of
$554 a month in pay, but sometimes, firefight-
ers have to take from their own pockets to
buy safety equipment — helmets, special-
ized jackets, pants, and boots. Happily, the
population they serve and their own families
make it up to them by giving moral support,
by directly helping to contain wildfires, and
by giving them food and water or donating
tools to the stations. While they worked on
the Colonel blaze, people offered them food or
left it at the station: handmade burritos with
eggs and jam, beans with cheese and meat,
sandwiches, and electrolyte drinks. “There
are people that write notes on the food like,
‘Take care, ‘Your family is waiting for you’

»

or, ‘We need you,” said Espinoza. “These

comments help us to deal with the mental
or emotional problems we might have. As
a second-generation firefighter, my parents
are used to the concern of me not coming
back. But my mom always thanks God when
I return, just as she did with my dad.”

IVAN MOLINA

MEAN STREETS
Curb appeals
City shows little enthusiasm
for repairs
Over the last 30 days, there were about 210
curb-related reports made on our city’s Get It
Done app. Requests for reapplying red paint
on pinkish-hued, faded curbs are common.
(When motorists park alongside red curbs,
their parked vehicles — especially RVs and
cargo trucks — block other drivers’ vision as
they advance into incoming traffic. Other San
Diegans are requesting the exact opposite.
“This curb is painted red,” explained a La
Jolla dweller on the city’s app on December
14, “presumably by the homeowner, who has
also written in white over the illegal red paint,
‘Don’t ever park here, repeatedly. The red
curb is not near the intersection with Marine
Street, so there is no turning radius impact.
The distance between driveway aprons, where
the curb is painted, is 70 feet in length; the
illegal red curb with the white lettering is
less than that”

Three days prior and about 18 miles
southeast, a Southcrest local posted: “Illegal

continued on page 8
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red spray paint on the curb. There has never ‘
been any paint on this street corner before,
and the neighbor illegally painted it about a ‘
month ago so people would not park in front ‘
of his house. Another neighbor did it across ‘
the street” (“According to San Diego Police,
painting a curb red is a misdemeanor crime ‘
of vandalism,” reported ABC 10News in July. ‘
“If caught, a person can be cited or arrested.”)

A little personal history: before moving ‘
to North Park in 2015, my family lived in ‘
Normal Heights between the 15 and 805 ‘
freeways south of I-8. Throughout the eight
years that we lived around the corner from ‘
the Normal Heights sign, I often noticed ‘
soil building up on certain streets. “But
why?” I wondered. Earlier this month, JP, ‘
my former neighbor, answered that linger- ‘
ing question with a Facebook photo. “Six
weeks ago, I put in an order regarding my ‘
curb,” he wrote to Councilmember Chris ‘
Ward. “I was told someone would come ‘

|
|
|

out, inspect it, and get back to me, [and]
if I heard nothing, I was to call back. I did
today (November 30). No one has been out
to inspect. A Mr. Richards looked at Google
maps photos of my curb from 2019 and

"I-!'- Wl

JP’s curb in Normal Heights. “A Mr. Richards looked at
Google maps photos of my curb from 2019.”
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told me someone would be out to patch
my curb, as it did not need replacement.
I looked at that picture from almost two
years ago, not the same as now. About ten
years ago, the city patched this curb, and it
did not last. I am sending pictures; the curb
that remains is maybe one inch above the
pavement. Neighbors on both sides have
had their curbs replaced with new curbs.
This is not getting it done; most of the curb
is gone completely. What a bunch of horse
hockey” A resident commented, “T have to
say that we got no satisfaction from
Ward when we approached his office
repeatedly. Just crickets.”

Mystery solved: the dirty streets
came from busted curbs. If the curb is
worn away, it seems that after it rains
or residents water their yards, the dirt
will make its way onto the sidewalks
and streets. Other residents on the
Get It Done app mentioned similar
assessments, and reported various
damages: one tripped on curb debris
while jogging, while another said she
popped her tire pulling up beside a
damaged curb.

About a week ago, the city
addressed JP’s request. “Two gentlemen
came out today and patched my curb.
The first thing they said was the curb
really needed to be replaced, but their
order was to patch. Something they
related to the inspection being done
using Google maps from three years
ago, instead of in person. Some useful
information. If you want work done,
take pictures, and emphasize the hazard
to the elderly people in the neighbor-
hood. They also recommended that I
take pictures of their repairs, noting the
date, and when the patch falls apart,
send in a new work request noting the
patch did not work. Lastly, they noted
the 50/50 replacement program gets a
much quicker response from the city
as it saves them money””

MIKE MADRIAGA

BALBOA PARK
Cohn-ey Island
Is ferris wheel boon or boondoggle?
Earlier this month, the Balboa Park com-
mittee voted 7-1 to move forward on a tem-
porary ferris wheel installation in Balboa
Park’s Plaza de Panama. The city has not
yet had time to approve the installation, but
already, a petition in opposition has more
than 2600 signatures. The “Balboa Park Star”
was proposed in October by both the Cohn
Restaurant Group, owner
of the Prado Restaurant
and Tea Pavilion, and
Sky Views of America as
a three- to six-month cure
for the pandemic blahs. It
would occupy 56 x 75 feet
of the area between the
San Diego Museum of Art
and the Timken Museum,
offering rides, views, and
three-course dining in the
sky. The wheel would
have 36 enclosed gondo-
las capable of carrying up
to 288 passenger-diners,
and would provide night
and day “covid-safe”
activity. But critics call ita
“disfiguring boondoggle”
Petitioners say the
public plaza would be
squeezed to make way for
4200 square feet of platform and additional
thousands of square feet for safety zones, secu-
rity, and utility and emergency access. David
Lundin, petition starter and president of the
Balboa Park Heritage Association, says the
148-foot tall wheel would consume a large
portion of the plaza that should be reserved
for walkers, bikers and buskers. Charles
Kaminski says it's no place to put a ferris
wheel, “Seaport village, Liberty Station, but
not in the Plaza de Panama, which was freed of
cars and will now be filled again”” The petition
also argues that a for-profit ride doesn’t belong
on dedicated park lands within the National

RO Pl L %\@
Offending La Jolla curb - from Get It Done app.

Historic District, argues the petition. (Each
$16 ticket would allot $1 to benefit a park
fund, and potential discounts may be offered
to families, military and seniors.)

Lone dissenter on the park committee
Vicki Granowitz agreed that the attraction
would take away plaza space from the public,
but most ommittee members disagreed with
claims that the wheel is a bad fit for the his-
toric park, which has hosted other temporary
installations over the years. There was even

Aren’t the Cohns already big wheels?

a ferris wheel at the 1915 Panama-Califor-
nia Exhibition, said applicant David Cohn,
who calls the proposed temporary ride an
“observation wheel” Cohn also said that no
other location in the park would work: “It’s
just too far away from our kitchens and the
Prado restaurant”

The wheel has approval from the regional
airport authority and the FAA, but must still
be reviewed by the city attorney’s office and
the city’s historic resources board. And the
county will have to be back in the covid-19
red tier before permits are secured.

SHEILA PELL




GOLDEN DREAMS

2020, signing off
A few weeks ago, I wrote about
a sign that’s been cropping up
around my neighborhood of
late. A few days ago, I spotted
arejoinder. On the one hand, I
tend to agree that slogans have
a way of blunting the conversa-
tion. On the other hand, the
beauty of a good slogan is its
graceful unity; it’s constructed
such that you can’t take issue
with it without looking awk-
ward. Ackchually, America was
already great. Ackchually, all lives
matter. Best to come up with
your own pithy bit.

You could even skip the
sloganeering and proffer a
pamphlet: another neighbor
placed a pile of pages offering
Perspective in their produce
basket. Chew on this, passersby:
“Gov’t: 4 trillion in stimulus
mostly to big corporations
and banks, and crumbs for us.
Estimated 100 million house-
holds in America. Four trillion divided by one
hundred million equals $40,000 per household
to make it through the Coronavirus. Where is
gov't priority? Not us. They divide us through
our identity as Republican and Democrat so
we never point the finger at the ultra rich as
the problem. Let’s find common ground with
each other and move forward”

(And on the other other hand, it’s worth
paying attention to that opening phrase: “In
this house, we believe...” You can catch a whiff
of religiosity from “In this house,” the way it
echoes Joshua’s “As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” But it's what follows that
really sends the message: “We believe” The
sign is a credo, a statement of faith. And how
do you argue with faith? I mean, you can come
up with plenty of arguments for or against this
or that article of a creed, but in the end... well,
perhaps there’s a reason that “faithful” also

The Discourse, 2020

MATTHEW LICKONA

All organic arguments!

means “steadfast.”)

Speaking of moving forward: the last of the
Trump signs has come down from the houses I
pass on my morning walk. Properly speaking,
it was a flag, deep blue and almost tasteful.
Trump 2020: Keep America Great. Less outra-
geous and confrontational than the Trump
2020: No More Bullshit flag that flew from a
pole mounted atop the garage that serves as
my local polling station. (Less confusing, too;
it’s hard to run on a “No More X” platform
when you’re the incumbent.) But that one is
down as well. People are still talking about
stopping the steal online and on TV, but these
folks are done testifying to their immediate
neighbors. Not so, the house on the corner
with the Biden-Harris banner still stretched
across its porch eaves. Political Christmas may
have come and gone, but some true believers
are keeping the lights on, squeezing all the joy

Y

g INTHIS HOUSE WE BELIEVE THAT

i
{ TRITE TAUTOLOGIES
AND SEMANTICALLY OVERLOADED APHORISMS

ﬁ_\RE POOR SUBSTITUTES

FOR ECTFUL A

* i

they can from the season.

Meanwhile, for the rest of us, regular Christ-
mas has arrived. My toddler loves our night-
time tours of the local lights, but she espe-
cially loves the 15-foot inflatable
Abominable Snowmonster at
the end of a nearby street. He
hails from Rankin-Bass’s 1964
TV special Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer. A nearby house
features a front-window mural
of Heat Miser and Cold Miser
from their 1974 effort The Year
Without a Santa Claus. Because
what is Christmas if not the cel-
ebration of childhood — even if
the kids who grew up watching
those specials are the parents
now? (Maybe especially if.) The
old answer to that question is
Jesus’ birthday, the Light behind
the lights. And it’s true that there
are numerous créches. But who
can see them any more? The
grand one up the hill features
a plywood Bible open to John
3:16 (“For God so loved the
world...”), but this year, it includes a political-
style yard sign for those who have grown numb
to the Good News.

I sympathize. I am sure that some souls
have responded to 2020 by clinging tighter
to faith and its promises: the pandemic has
served as a devastating reminder that this
world will not be made into paradise, so it
is wise to set your sights on the next one. I
am sure that the locked-down months away
from public worship made
some long for its return as
the parched earth longs for
rain. But what I experienced
was more the withering of
a branch cut from the vine,
and I suspect I am not alone.
Why else would someone
paper this page onto a util-
ity box in Little Italy?

“Welsh in those days
remained Welshmen wher-
ever they went, whether to the
Welsh-speaking colony deep
in the interior of Argentina,
or to the coal mining towns
of Pennsylvania where I grew
up. They spoke and sang and
prayed in yr heniaith, the old
tongue. So it was with Ger-
man and Swedish Lutherans.
So it was with French and
Italian Catholics. They had
cultural homes, thousands of
miles away from where they
were born, and they had them
though they had hardly gone

Trying to refresh the créche

to school at all. But the modern man in his
cave, the mass man, has no such home, even
if he has graduated college and still lives in the

basement of his parents’ house.”

Whoever it was and whatever their rea-
sons, I'm glad they did it. It struck home in a
way that it surely would not have if a friend
handed me some theo-philosophical journal
and suggested I check out the essay on civili-
zational decline. (I can barely bring myself to
watch movies that other people suggest, even
people whose taste I admire.) Glued to that
box, shredded and stained, it was a sign in the
wilderness from one wanderer to another. W

to on

Print media, 2020
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They Bend Over, We Bow Down

Newly confirmed Catholic Supreme Court Justice authors opinion affirming right of San Diego strip

clubs to remain open despite pandemic

“Freedom of religion is freedom of religion, no matter
what it is you’re worshipping.”

Justice Barrett, after the ruling: “Do | want my daughters to strip, or
my sons to visit strip clubs? No, of course not. But as | said during my
confirmation hearings, my goal as a justice is to defend the law in light

of the Constitution, regardl:

| feelings on the matter. My

of my |

fellow Catholics have a right to receive Jesus’ body in communion during
a pandemic, and it’s not the government’s job to say that those who
reverence another sort of body are any less deserving. Look at this photo
from Pacers last Saturday night and tell me how it’s different from church
— the lights, the special clothing, the rapt devotion of the faithful before
they make their offerings. Of course, they’re all going to hell, but that’s
not the government’s business, either.”

There will be no midnight Masses this
Christmas Eve in California, thanks to the
curfew imposed by the governor’s stay-at-
home order, imposed in an effort to stop
the rapid proliferation of covid-19. And
there will be no Christmas Eve ‘unwrap-
pings’ in the private Champagne Room of
Pacers strip club either, for the same rea-
son. But the churches will still have ser-
vices to mark Jesus’ birthday, and the girls
will still shimmy down the chimney pole
in their Santa’s Helper skivvies — again,
for the same reason. Because both activi-
ties have just been designated as protected
from government regulation by no less an
authority than the United States Supreme
Court, thanks to a 5-4 decision in which
new Justice Amy Comey Barrett wrote the
majority opinion.

“Over the years, we’ve been served very
well by the claim that stripping is speech,
and therefore deserving of special protec-
tion,” says jubilant Pacers owner Joey Scuzz-

ball. “And that was the line taken by San
Diego Superior Court Judge Joel Wohlfeil.
But it wasn’t enough to keep AG Xavier
Becerra — who’s probably feeling pretty
high and mighty ever since Biden decided
to reward him with a cabinet post for his
spirited prosecution of that Planned Par-
enthood sting video guy — from saying he
was still gonna come after us for violating
California’s stay-at-home order. Funnily
enough, that’s what gave me the idea for
switching from a free speech argument to
a freedom of religion argument. The same
lawyers defending the guy who went after
Planned Parenthood are representing some
California churches in their effort to stay
open. And as we saw last month in Roman
Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn vs. Cuomo,
this new lady Justice is friendly to their way
of thinking. Free speech is tricky - you can’t
shout fire in a crowded theater, so maybe you
can’t shake your moneymaker in a crowded
titty bar. But religious freedom is having

Facade of
temple in
Khajuraho,
India. From the
ruling Pacers
vs. Becerra:
“The great an-
cient historian
Herodotus,
among others,
described the
Babylonian
practice of
sacred prosti-
tution. And who among the sexually experienced
can deny that there is something transporting,
even t dent about the | act? Not

for nothing do the French call orgasm ‘La petite
mort’ - the little death. The very word ‘ecstasy’
takes its root from the Latin ‘ex-stasis’ - stand-
ing outside. In the moment of climax, we take
leave of ourselves, in much the same way as a
Catholic mystic or tribal shaman. It is true that
the modern strip club does not include such
ecstasies - not legally, anyway - but then again,
modem Jewish temples no longer offer literal
blood sacrifices to atone for sin. In both cases,
the spirit of the practice remains. Pacers is, for
a certain sort of soul, a kind of church, and is
therefore protected in the same manner as the
churches in our previous ruling on the matter of
pandemic-based shutdowns.”

a moment. I knew it was just a matter of
getting our case in front of Honorable Mrs.

»

Jesus there in Washington, and I was right

The Eagle Re-Branded

BSA retires top badge
just in time to welcome
first non-boy recipients

Nineteen-year-old Andru
Gynous of BSA Troop 1435 out
of Poway’s Oddfellows Hall is
having a special 2020: they have
achieved the double honor of
being among the first Scouts not
identifying as male to receive the
organization’s top honor, and
also among the first to receive it
under its new title of Titmouse
Scout. “The Eagle Scout badge
has long been the Boy Scouts’
highest accolade, the culmination
of a youth spent acquiring prac-
tical skills, cultivating excellent
character, and achieving signifi-
cant goals with strong real-world
applications,” says Scouthelper
Will Flopsweat. “But you know,
this is a time of welcome change
at our organization. Remember,
we’re not the Boy Scouts any

The New War on Drugs?

CDC pleads with San Diegans not to
take advantage of incredible deals on
covid-19 vaccine - with no waiting!

Gynous proudly points to their new Titmouse Scout patch, along with
the Queer Scout and Black Lives Matter patches they earned this
summer. “l got them both during a field expedition to Portland,” they
report. “That was quite a weekend.”

more; now that we’re not gender-
specific, we're the BSA, which
stands for...something. Binary
Sexuality Anathema? I don’t
know. Anyway, we’ve recently
entered bankruptcy, thanks to
nearly 100,000 allegations of sex-
ual misconduct within our ranks.
Eagles, of course, are apex preda-
tors, and it was felt that ‘preda-

tor’ wasn’t something we really
needed to be associated with at
the moment. So we decided to
retire the eagle and adopt some-
thing more in keeping with our
desire that everybody would just
stop paying so much attention to
us. Or any attention, really. The
titmouse seemed a good choice.
Can I go now?”

“Look, everybody knows that
Big Pharma is a scam,” says
Ronald Pillpopper, an Impe-
rial Beach resident who has
traveled to Tijuana to get his
coronavirus vaccine “without
having to go through all the
hassle and red tape they’ve got
in the States.” He points to the
sharp discrepancy between TJ
and the US in prices for insu-
lin as an example. “Just crazy.
People need that stuff to live,
but because of our broken
healthcare system, you're pay-
ing $3700 for a three-month
supply in the US, and $600 in
Mexico. So 'm supposed to
listen to the American medi-
cal establishment tell me where

e I

- FARMACIA
.Y BOTANICA

and when to get vaccinated
during a pandemic? I don’t
think so. Hell, the CDC started
out telling everyone not to wear
masks. Then they refused to
comment on the potential for
super spreader events at all
the protests. Then you had all

ESPECIAL
DE RNTIBIOTIO0S

VACCINE PRIZER

Seems legit.

these political people turning
public health into some kind
of political football, saying
they wouldn’t trust a Trump
vaccine or some shit. 'm done
with all of it. The Viagra I get
down here works just fine, so
I'm betting this will, too.”
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JAY ALLEN SANFORD

Christmas Jerk

I managed to avoid being homeless on Christmas Eve 1979,
but just barely. Unemployed since that summer, I found
a cheap flophouse on 12th and Island where 70 bucks a
month got me a room so small that I had to open the door
to get out of bed. It was my first holiday in San Diego, 3000
miles from my New England hometown.

Christmas Eve, I got it in my head that I wanted to sneak
into a theater to see Steve Martin’s new movie, The Jerk, which
was playing within bicycling range at the Campus Drive-In
near SDSU.

I wasn’t new to sneaking into drive-ins, either hiding in cars
or jumping the fence to meet up with paid customers already
parked inside. But for some reason, it never occurred to me

"'(

5":"!
0 S

ALONE FOR THE HOLIOAUG

that sneaking into a drive-in without something to drive in
might get me noticed.

Stashing my bike in the bushes and getting over the chain-
link fence on one side of the lot was easy enough. My plan was
to find an unused pole surrounded by cars. Then, I could sit
on the ground and use the speaker pole as a backrest and the
cars for camouflage. But there were only a handful of cars on
the lot, all spaced too far apart.

I found the speaker post that seemed furthest from view of
the snack bar and projection booth and sat down to enjoy the
movie, which was just starting as I breached the gate (always
the ideal cue, as everyone’s attention is on the screen). I knew
I could easily be spotted, but I was hoping a holiday evening




would find the theater staff
as sparsely populated as the
parking lot.

I unhooked a paper bag
from my belt and took
out the peanut butter and
jelly sandwich that I hoped
would keep my belly filled
until the next day’s all-you-
can-eat holiday buffet at
Beasley’s Friendly Corner,
a deceptively named dive
of the damned next to
my hotel.

Unfortunately, Steve
Martin’s character had
barely learned shit from
Shinola when I saw a kid
around the same age as
me, in his late teens, de-
liberately hiking his way
across the cement bumps
from the snack bar toward
me. He looked as unhappy
as I felt.

“Do you have a ticket,
sir?” I shrugged my shoul-
ders, no use lying.

“I'm sorry, but you’ll
have to leave”

I was already trying
to recall what was play-
ing at the next drive-in,
a little further down the
Boulevard, as I put my
sandwich back in the bag.
Maybe their staft was a little
less vigilant.

But then the kid kind
of looked past me, over
my shoulder, even though
there was nothing behind
me but parking lot and
fence. His eyes didn't seem
to focus on anything specif-
ic, he was just kind of look-
ing. And not saying any-
thing. Like he was thinking
about something, maybe
remembering something.

I probably muttered
“Sorry” as I stood up and
dusted gravel off my butt.

“You know what?” the
kid said, his eyes focusing
on me again. “Enjoy the
movie. Merry Christmas!”
And with that, he was
heading back toward the
snack bar before I couldn't
do much more than say,
“Wow, thanks, you too!”

I'm not sure what made
the kid change his mind,
and I hope he didn’t get

in trouble. It was kind of a
Christmas Carol moment.

Maybe I just looked par-
ticularly pitiful, all alone on
Christmas Eve, sitting on
the cold cement with my
PB&]J. But I didn't feel piti-
ful. I felt great! That's how
much I'love drive-ins. And
what a good time I ended
up having that night, enjoy-
ing my gift of a free movie.
A great free movie. This
isn’t at all a sad memory
for me.

Luckily, in the years since
then, I haven't had to make
a holiday meal of peanut
butter and jelly. But I do
keep The Jerk racked with
the Christmas DVDs.

— Jay Allen Sanford

A bachelor’s Christmas

When they asked why I
hadn’t made it home for
Christmas, I blamed the
military, which wasn’t
a total fabrication. The
Marine Corps had sent
my parents to Japan that
year. That put a 24-hour
travel day between “home
for Christmas” and where
my 25-year-old self lived:
in a shared three-bed-
room east of Hollywood.

“You fly west, over the
international date line,” I
regaled my hosts, regard-
ing that flight to Japan.
“So your plane takes off
Wednesday night, lands
Friday morning, and you
never set foot on Thurs-
day” The Andersons had
all made the trip in the
middle of my high school
years, and that loophole in
the time zone was famous
in our household for al-
lowing my mom to tech-
nically skip right over her
40th birthday.

I shared the anecdote in a
stylish Mission Hills home,
as we each raised a glass to
Christmas Eve, and to the
unblinking understanding
this was exactly the one
night a year you're kind of
the jerk if you don't take in
the traveling stranger on
your doorstep. This family
was genuine and gracious,

made great conversation,
and couldn’t have been

more welcoming.

“Damn it,” I thought.
I was afraid this would
happen.

It was convenient to
scapegoat the military for
not going home, but it’s
closer to the truth to say
that I found myself alone
on Christmas by choice.
I couldn’t rightly have
been called a Grinch at
that point, but I was glad
to avoid the stress of the
holidays. Plus, my col-
lege ideals were still fresh,
which meant that on the
one hand I decried the
crass commercialism that
corrupted the true spirit
of the season, and on the
other, I had a week off work
and wanted to party.

That other hand is how
I wound up in San Diego.
My roommates had gone
home for the holidays, and
T heard a few friends would
be gathering down this
way. With a futon in the
covered bed of my pickup,
I ventured south for the
weekend without much of
a plan. Only, I didn't fully
comprehend how much
area this county covers.
With my pals scattered all
across it, I took a couple ex-
tra days to get to everyone.

Worst case, I knew I
could slip out of town early
Christmas Eve, avoiding
any awkward invitations
to stay and crash a fam-
ily holiday. But one more
friend reached out at the
last minute. She was visit-

ing from the East Coast,
and finally had time to
get together tonight after
all. I could pick her up at
her parents’ Mission Hills
house, one of those mid-
century jobs that sit flush to
the street, with a basement
level built into the canyon.

When I arrived, she
suggested hanging out in
the basement instead. Her
sister and a few friends
joined us for drinks. Then
their parents began sharing
nicer bottles of wine than

most twenty-somethings
deserve. In the midst of one
of those bottles opening, I
mentioned I should stop
drinking if Thoped to make
the drive home to L.A.
But that wouldn’t do.
They couldn’t abandon
a holiday orphan to the
streets. The wine was
poured, the compact
agreed to. We would all
drink with ardor, and I
would fall asleep on the
rec room couch with my
mouth hanging open. They

were, as I said, lovely peo-
ple, with generous hearts.

Which occurred to me
first thing upon waking,
just as morning light began
to reach the back corners of
the house. Already I could
hear giddy steps overhead
as the family prepared a
Christmas morning. Any
moment now, they would
come downstairs with jolly
songs to rouse me. I could
imagine the extra place set-
ting at their breakfast table,
and the charitable smiles as
they presented me a stock-
ing, hastily stuffed with
small, scavenged gifts, so
wouldn't feel left out. And
I'would stand there, feeling
like an interloper: the guy
who drank too much but
woke up in time for Christ-
mas ham.

When they descended
the stairs to call me in for
breakfast and togetherness,
they found an empty couch
and a pile of blankets. I'd
crept up the back staircase,
out through the garage, and
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was already making record
time cruising up an emp-
ty freeway. In under two
hours, I was experiencing
the lone, lazy Christmas
celebration I'd envisioned.
For the first time in my
adult life, T had a house
all to myself, and thus an
entire, perfect day I could
waste on watching old
movies, eating junk food,
playing music too loud, and
napping on a whim. Or, as
I'would come to call it dur-
ing most of my bachelor
years: Christmas tradition.

— Ian Anderson

A pregnant, homesick
Christmas

When I was 19, I found
out I was pregnant. I had
decided to stay in Law-
rence, the sleepy Kan-
sas college town where
I lived, rather than go
home after the school
year ended. I wanted to
spend a leisurely sum-
mer free of responsibility.
Pregnancy was not part
of that plan. My dad had
been recently diagnosed
with cancer. A tumor
the size of a golf ball
had taken up residency
in his brain. I avoided
the heavy sadness that
blanketed my childhood
home by staying away. If
I didn’t have to see him
deteriorate, maybe it
wasn’t happening.

“I'm going to stay here
through the summer,” I
told my mom nonchalantly
over the phone. There was
silence on her end. She

was seething.

I met Aaron in June. I
was sitting on my porch
blaring Janis Joplin and
drinking $2 wine straight
from the bottle with my
friend Kylie.

“Aaron!” Kylie shouted,
waving frantically when
she noticed him across
the street. He made his way
toward us. He had shaggy
blond hair, blueish green
eyes, and a bloody scab
running the length of one
leg. He was beautiful.

“Mountain biking acci-
dent,” he said with a shrug
when he noticed me look-
ing at it.

From that moment on,
we were inseparable. We
dated all summer until my
dad’s health declined and
I was compelled to move
back home. It was then that

Inoticed I was throwing up
as much as he was, and I
wasn’t doing chemo.

Adriana Silveira
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I was two months
pregnant when I finally
broke the news to my
parents. They were less
than pleased.

It was decided that
Aaron would fly out to
Chicago and meet my
family for Thanksgiving.
Christmas we would spend
with his before we moved
in together.

Aaron flew in two days
before Thanksgiving.
While running an er-
rand, my dad lost his tem-
per — something he rarely
did. The grocery store was
flooded with last-minute
shoppers. We circled the
lot and found only one
open spot. A sign in front
of it read, “reserved for
pregnant women.” “That’s
a definite perk to my
condition!”I blurted. The
whole car erupted into
laughter. Dad turned to
Aaron and barked, “There
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is nothing funny about a
19-year-old pregnant girl!”

Later that night, Dad
pulled me aside and said,
“He’s not Catholic. That’s
areal problem!”

I shrugged. He let out a
deep sigh.

Before he left, Aaron
told my dad he was going
to marry me.

“In a Catholic church, I
hope,” was Dad’s response.

For Christmas, I flew to
Kansas. It was my turn to
meet the family. We stayed
at Aaron’s mom’s and step-
dad’s house. She bubbled
with excitement over the
unborn baby. “I can't wait!”
she gushed, something I
wished my parents would
say. She was pretty and
blonde. She wore sweater
sets and slacks. We stayed
in the guest bedroom. It
overlooked a golf course.
The bed was so tall I need-
ed a step stool to get into
it. Everything was some
form of vanilla — the walls,
the furniture, even their
flufty dog.

A few days before
Christmas, Aaron’s mom
drove us to KC Barbe-
cue. “If you love Aaron,
you have to love KC Bar-
becue,” she said. They
ordered piles of meat. It
was served with a loaf of
white bread. Aaron and
his brothers devoured
everything. I was horri-
fied when his 15-year-old
brother turned to me, said,
“You don’t need napkins
when you’ve got bread,”
then wiped his hands on
a slice before popping it
into his mouth.

Christmas Eve, we at-
tended a Presbyterian
church service. Aaron
sang so loudly that his
wildly out-of-tune voice
rose above the others.
My family did not sing at
church. We left that sort of
thing to the choir.

Christmas morning
when I woke, Aaron was
already downstairs. I was
still in my pajamas. The
rest of the family were

dressed, showered, and
had made their beds.
They were sitting around
the Christmas tree, ready
to exchange gifts.

Back home, my family
always made a big deal of
Christmas. Our stockings
were overfilled with loot.
We had more presents
than we deserved — a
ridiculous amount that I
always felt guilty about.

Aaron’s family was sen-
sible. The stockings at
their house were empty,
ornamental. They took
turns opening gifts, pry-
ing tape and paper off
neatly, nothing like the
savage way my family
ripped apart wrapping
jobs. Aaron received
socks,underwear, and a
flannel from Lands End.
Aaron’s mom bought me
earrings, turquoise with
a silver feather. She was
embarrassed when she no-
ticed that my ears weren’t
pierced. I was equally em-
barrassed when she said,
“Ijust figured... most girls’
ears are pierced”

Afterward, each scrap
of wrapping paper was
thrown away. It was noth-
ing like the after Christ-
mas hurricane I was ac-
customed to. It was peace-
ful. Zen-like.

At that very moment,
my house was probably
filled with people. My
baby cousin had undoubt-
edly left a trail of uneaten
Christmas cookies in her
wake — one behind the
curtains, one on my dad’s
chair, another under the
Christmas tree. Theyd be
talking too loud. Gaelic
ParK’s Irish Hour would be
blaring in the background,
the sound of fiddles filling
the house. Eventually, my
brother would drag out his
guitar. Soon theyd all be
singing “South Side Irish”
There would be a big mess.
It would not be cleaned up
until over the weekend.

At Aaron's mom’s house,
I retired upstairs and sat
on the oversized guest bed.

I was desperately home-
sick. Was this what my
life was going to be like
now — quiet and sensible?

Aaron came up not long
after. “T have a surprise for
you!” His eyes gleamed,
“We are going on an
adventure!”

We drove two hours be-
fore Aaron finally turned
down a snow-covered road.
We parked in front of an
old barn.

A man wearing a heavy
jacket greeted us. We fol-
lowed him to a fenced off
portion of the yard. Inside
were brown and yellow
Labrador retriever puppies.

“Pick the one you want;’
he said

I looked at Aaron
quizzically.

“You heard him,” he
prompted, “whichever one
you want””

“Tokeep?” I'was confused.

“You said you pictured us
as one of those outdoorsy
families with a cute kid and
a Labrador. I can't promise
a cute kid, but I can prom-
ise a cute dog”

I knew in that moment
that things were going to be
different. Maybe the holi-
days would not look like
what either of us were ac-
customed to, but we would
have our own traditions
now. I reached down and
picked a roly-poly ball of
brown fluff.

“That one?” the man
asked. “Are you sure? That
one€’s the runt”

“I'm sure;” I nodded. She
was so tiny and perfect, the
way I imagined our baby
would be. And, Baby An-
drew was perfect. He was
also sort of a runt. Born
tive weeks early and five
pounds even, nearly two
months to the day later.

On the drive home to
Aaron’s mom’s house I
confessed, “I love you, but
I don't think I'll ever love
KC barbecue”

“That’s okay, he replied.
“I don’t think I'll ever be-
come a Catholic”

— Siobhan Braun



A broken leg

for Christmas

It was a hot, end-of-vaca-
tion Friday. Summertime.
Christmas was near. Cica-
das zinging. This was
New Zealand, where I
grew up. I was eight. My
brother was at a sea cadet
camp. My parents were
away at a town 40 miles
north. It wasn’t a big
deal. They were journal-
ists. They were always off
somewhere. Just not usu-
ally the two of them gone,
together. But they said
they had this important
interview. It didn’t bother
me. I was just bored.

“Come to the Catholic
courts and let me beat you
again,” said my best friend
Richard on the phone.

So I grabbed my racquet,
jumped on my bike, and
headed off for the Catho-
lic courts, a mile down
Muritai Road. I got there
before Richard. Started
volleying against the vol-
ley board. I was a kid who
was always late, so the fact
that “Herb,” as we called
him, arrived after me was
a delicious moment, which
I celebrated by trying to hit
him with my shots as he
rode between me and the
board. He kept riding the
gauntlet, faster and faster.

Then I didn't see him for
amoment. I looked to my
right and here he came,
tearing up in the opposite
direction. He was trying to
zip past, just behind me, to
give me a scare. But I saw
him and took a couple of
steps back, so I could still
aim at him.

Shouldn’t have done
that. He tried to counter
my move. We collided.
When I started to get up,
I couldn’t. My right lower
leg was folded in two.

“Sure it’s okay,” said
Richard.

Our friend Eric Bowen
rode up.

“But it’s folded over”

“Probably just twisted,”
said Richard. “Think you
can ride home?”

By now pain was starting
to jam in. Especially when I
tried to straighten it.

“Eric, give him a dub
home on your bike. I'll
bring his”

“Should someone call a
doctor or something?”

That’s me. I can’t stop
looking at my bent leg. And
it’s really starting to hurt.

That dub, sitting on the
bar of Eric’s bike, with my
dangling leg juddering
every time we hit a bump,
was a doozy. “Sorry,” he
kept saying.

At my place, on Tawa
Street, the garage doors
were locked. That meant
mum and dad weren’t
back yet. Eric found an
apple box, where I could
sit outside and lean against
the doors with my broken
leg dangling free, and wait
for my parents. Somebody,
Richard, I think — he was
there by now with my bike
and racquet — got Mrs.
Hewitt, about the only
neighbor home this time
of day, to call for an am-
bulance. She came out and
said the nearest ambulance
base was 10 miles away, and
they would be an hour or
so because they were on
another job.

So everybody hung
around awkwardly, but in
the end, remembered other
things they had to do.

I just sat on the apple-
box, feeling the pain start
to take over.

“I've gotta go. Tea-
time. Mum will kill me,”
said Herb. “I'm sure it’s
not broken”

Ilooked down at my leg.

I could see one fractured

end underneath, trying to
bust through the skin.

“See ya,” I said.

“Me too,” said Eric. But
he didn’t look at me as he
picked up his bike.

“Thanks for the dub,”
I said.

I felt heroic, like Robin
Alone, a comic book char-
acter who had to survive
by hunting and swinging
through trees. I thought
about all the times I had
been up alone in the miles
of bush behind our house,
slipping and climbing
in my own Robin Alone
fantasy world. Yet this
had happened on a ten-
nis court.

After what felt like hours,
the ambulance came and
loaded me up. God it hurt.
Lorna Hewitt sat beside
me. As we swung around
the bays, I saw out of the
back window my parents,
zooming past us, home-
ward-bound in their white
Zephyr droptop. They
seemed to be sitting close
together. Mom's head was
on dad’s shoulder.

“It's my parents! Honk
your horn!” I yelled, but
they were already in the
next bay.

“Darling!” said my mom
a couple of hours later, af-
ter they had reset my leg
and wrapped me in plaster
from foot to crotch. “Why
did you have to pick today
of all days? Are we bad
parents? Are you punish-
ing us? This is too, too sub-
liminal. Your father and I
have so little time together,
away from you boys”

Actually, she didn’t say
that. But that’s what it
felt like.

— Bill Manson

OB comatose

In the mid-2000s, I was
living in a small studio
apartment in Ocean
Beach. My digs were on
the corner of Sunset Cliffs
Boulevard and Santa Cruz
Avenue — about three
blocks from the ocean.
Besides the proximity
to the beach, I also had
easy access to all the bars,
restaurants, and shops
on Newport Avenue.
My humble abode may
have been tiny, but life
was good.

While the neighborhood
could be overwhelming
in the summer when all
the inland residents and
tourists flocked to the
beaches, it was sleepy by
early December — and by
Christmas Eve, quite co-
matose. The area cleared
out in a manner not too
far removed from that of
a college campus going on
break. The many trans-
plants who rented the lo-
cal apartments and houses
fled back to their families.
Usually, I did the same.

But sometimes I waited
too long to get a plane tick-
et, and then I stuck around.

Sticking around was

A SANFOR! i
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weird. The town was dead.
My friends were scattered
among other states, and
I was spending the most
family-oriented week of
the year minus both friends
and family. It was depress-
ing, but far from an exer-
cise in excruciating pain
and misery — except for
one year when it was 100
percent excruciating pain
and misery.

It began with a plumb-
ing issue. As I recall it,
beginning sometime in
either November or early
December, the water in my
unit would not heat up to
a temperature above what
I will describe as “barely
lukewarm.” Imagine tak-
ing a sip of a cup of coffee
that has been sitting on a
Starbucks counter for five

hours. Now imagine water
of that same temperature
coming out of your show-
er head and soaking your
body, which is already cold
because you're too cheap to
run the heat in December.

So, no surprise, show-
ers during this particular
time period became exer-
cises in speed and endur-
ance. Hair still needed to be
washed. Filth still needed
to be scrubbed from skin.
But both had to be ac-
complished with haste. I
became an Olympic-level
athlete in the ultra-obscure
sport of speed showering.
My times improved, but,
no surprise, I still got sick.

Getting sick over the hol-
idays was what I dreaded
the most. It was a typical
flu. Chills. Aches. Sneezes.
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Sniffles. Scattered tissues.
Weakness. Lots of weak-
ness. In that state, stepping
into that chilly line of fire
was akin to meeting the
Antichrist. The inner Mac-
Gyver in me sprang into
action and came up with a
solution — the warm bath!
I would heat up pots full
of water on my stove and
pour those into the bath-
tub. Genius! I filled three
pots and put them on my
electric stove. This warm
bath was going to be the
best part of an awful week.

And then the circuit
breaker tripped. I often
look back at this moment
as being the definitive low
point in a holiday week
that is best described as a
constant barrage of sor-
row. After sulking outside
into the drizzle to flip the
breaker back, I heated the
pots one at a time until I
eventually had a bath. It
still wasn’t hot, of course.
The water from the earlier
pots had cooled too much
by the time the later pots
had been poured.

The cause of the luke-
warm water remained a
mystery for a couple more
months. The hot water
heater was replaced and
that did nothing to rem-
edy the situation. Various
plumbers took a stab at the
issue and failed. It was only
when the landlords called
the contractors who had
installed a solar-water
heating unit on the roof
of a neighboring build-
ing that the problem was
resolved. At some point,
a valve had been opened
that allowed cold water to
flow directly into the hot
water that was headed to
my unit. As easily as it had
been created, the problem
was remedied. But too late
to save Christmas.

— Dryw Keltz

More sad than sexy

On December 25, 1993,
I woke up in the empty
dorm room of an Amster-
dam youth hostel. The

TAY ALLEN SANFORD

empty dorm room was
the antithesis of every
Christmas of my life.
Every year previously,
my brothers woke me up
and dragged me down-
stairs to where my mom
played holiday songs on
the record player and the
air smelled like her coffee
cake. First, we opened our
stockings, which “Santa”
had stuffed full of maga-
zines and chocolate coins
and little gifts and Christ-
mas checks from relatives.
Then we had a formal
breakfast. Afterward, we
opened the big presents,
exchanged lots of thank
yous, and shared lots of
laughs. Later, we waded
through big piles of torn
wrapping paper, feeling
a bit of melancholy and
disappointment as all the
anticipation leading up
to Christmas had come
to an end. (Maybe that
was just me). Then, visits
from friends and possibly
skiing. Never nothing.
As much as I loved
Christmas with my fam-
ily, in the week leading
up to my somewhat im-
promptu solo trip to Am-
sterdam and Prague, I had
romantic ideas about being
alone and anonymous and
untethered on Christmas
Day. I imagined myself
wandering the streets of
Amsterdam to a melan-
choly soundtrack, writing
poetry, and maybe falling

in love. Instead, I woke up
sad and sought immediate-
ly to escape it. Downstairs
in the cafe, a man in his 30s
or 40s smoked a cigarette.
I wanted one, too, but not
before coffee. The cafe
kitchen was closed. I nod-
ded to the man and went
off in search of coffee and
distractions.

There was nothing. Cof-
fee, yes, but otherwise, the
city was closed for busi-
ness, and the streets were
empty. In the hour I spent
outside, the temperature
rose from 37 to 38, and
then dropped back down
to 36. The canals felt any-
thing but romantic as I
huddled past them, my
gloveless hands trying to
hold my sweater closed
against the wind. The fur-
ther I walked, the more my
sadness took on an edge of
despair. My loneliness was
excruciating, and there was
no place to hide from it. A
warm restaurant, even if I
could find one, would not
help — other people’s joy
would make me feel worse.

My cold feet drove me
back to the hostel, and
I arrived just as a young
Italian guy with Jesus hair
was coming in from the
cold as well. He reminded
me of my bad boy high
school boyfriend, and I
knew I would sleep with
him before the day was
done. The staff guy behind

the counter in the cafe of-

fered us a Christmas beer.
We sat together, drinking
and smoking cigarettes,
and pretending to under-
stand each other in bro-
ken Spanish, because I
don’t speak Italian, and he
didn’t speak English. Af-
ter a while, the older guy
from the morning joined
us. To my 20-year-old self,
he was kind of classy and
mysterious with his winter
scarf and calm demeanor.
He was also Italian, and I
thought maybe I would
sleep with him instead.

When wed finished our
cafe Christmas beers, we
braved the cold again and
made our way to a bar
around the corner. We
were three of a handful of
people in the bar, but the
beer made everything bet-
ter, more fun, less lonely.
We laughed. We smoked.
I think we may have eat-
en something.

And then we slept to-
gether. All three of us. We
pushed two of the bunk
beds together and engaged
in an awkward tangle of
limbs that was wholly and
completely unsatisfying.
Even in the moment, I
knew it more sad than sexy.

I 'wish there was more to
the story, but there’s not.
One of the guys left the
next day, and I left the day
after that. And that was it.
I never saw either of them
again. A few months later,
I received a postcard writ-
ten in Italian. T had no idea
what it said, but when I saw
the front,  knew who it was
from. It was a photograph
of what looked like three
pigs humping. I still have it.

— Elizabeth Salaam

A caustic monster of
self-loathing
I haven’t always lived
alone. Once, I was hap-
pily married, raising a
daughter we both adored,
and Christmas was quite
a wonderful experience.
Then came the breakup,
the revolving door of “intol-
erable cruelty” and “irrec-

oncilable differences,” and
I was left to face the world

alone. At first, that was
overwhelming. I sought sol-
ace in illegal chemicals and
nurtured a caustic monster
of self-loathing.

Ended up back home
and wasting a humiliating
number of years not even
trying to climb out from
the abyss. My daughter
grew up (she was the only
thing that kept me from
losing hope), my father
died, and I eventually had
to make the choice be-
tween cleaning up, death
by overdose, prison, or a
mental institution.

Somehow, I managed
to clean up. By then, my
mother was starting to
slip away from Alzheimers,
and I was lucky enough to
help take care of her in her
last years.

My mom loved Christ-
mas. Everything about it.
From signing cards (we
would spend days in that
pursuit, since she barely
had the energy to sign her
name) to singing along
to the endless supply of
devotional music she had
collected over the years.
It was her favorite season.
On Christmas Eve, all of
her family would gather

to celebrate, and she was
seldom happier.

And then, on December
11, 2013, she made her
transition. There would
be no more trees to deco-
rate, no more cards to sign,
no more music. Fourteen
days later, we gathered at
my older sister’s house for
a decidedly more pen-
sive celebration.

After Moms passing, our
extended brood would still
gather at my sister’s house
on Christmas Eve. She
had become the magnetic
center of my family. A force
powerful enough to unite
the siblings and the scores
of cousins, nieces, and
nephews under one roof.

My sister Patricia was 16
years old by the time I came
along. She was a straight-
A student who overcame
many obstacles in her life.
It was difficult growing up
in her shadow. She was the
smartest and most driven
person I had ever known,
and yet she had the ability
to always make me feel that
I was the really gifted one.
I have a feeling she did the
same with everyone.

She had a massive stroke
in 2004, and was forced to
spend the rest of her days

continued on page 39
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2.5-HOUR WHALE WATCH
On-staff marine biologists will share
wildlife facts with passengers on a sea
adventure to see whales, dolphins, sea
lions, and birds. Reaching up to 45 ft.
in length and weighing up to 40 tons,
Gray Whales depart from their sum-
mer feeding grounds in Alaska and
migrate south along the West Coast to
the isolated lagoons of Baja California
to mate and give birth. See the south-
bound and northbound migraters up
until the end of April. If you don’t see
a whale or dolphin, then your next trip
is free. &

WHEN: Everyday

9 am, 12 pm, and 3 pm.
Through Thursday,
December 31.
WHERE: San Diego
‘Whale Watch, 1617
Quivira Road, Mission

Bay, sdwhalewatch.com

|
Friday | 25

PLEIN AIR, A VIRTUAL ART
EXHIBITION

The San Diego Watercolor Society
Gallery in Liberty Station will remain
closed until further notice; events
have been moved online. But you can

still enjoy watermedia art executed

en plein air (outside) by members

AN DV M

and judged by award-winning plein
air artist Eric Rhoads. Artworks are
available for viewing and purchase in
the online store. Upon purchase, the
paintings will be shipped to the buyer

unframed.

WHEN: Everyday through Thursday,
December 31.
WHERE: sdws.org

Saturday | 26

WINTER WONDERS &
HOLIDAY LIGHTS

Tour a wildlife refuge showcasing

nocturnal animals. A keeper/
educator will host your visit,
held exclusively for your fam-
ily. You’ll meet our ambassa-
dors while strolling a five-acre
facility which has been deco-
rated for the season. The price &
is $250 for a family of up to .
four people. Additional mem-

bers can be added for a fee.

WHEN:
Saturday and
Sundays. 4:30 pm
and 5 pm. Through
Sunday, January 3.
WHERE: wild
Wonders, 5712 Via

wildwonders.org

Montellano, Bonsall.

Sunday | 27

SPRECKELS ORGAN CONCERT
HOLIDAY SING-ALONG

The Spreckels Organ Society pres-
ents San Diego Civic Organist Raul
Prieto Ramirez with guest celebrity
vocalist Tasha Koontz, performing a
Sunday webcast of holiday music and
Christmas classics direct from the
Spreckels Organ Pavilion in Balboa

Park. Enjoy your holiday favorites,

(M W
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played on the larg-
est outdoor musical
instrument in the

world.

WHEN: Sunday,
December 27, 2 pm
WHERE:
balboaparkconcerts.org

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24: 2.5-HOUR WHALE WATCH

Monday | 30

THE DANDY WARHOLS: 13
TALES FROM URBAN BOHEMIA
The Dandy Warhols 13 x 20: A 20th
Anniversary Concert Celebrating 13
Tales From Urban Bohemia is a full
production concert film recorded

at Portland, Oregon’s Wonderland
Ballroom, honoring the band’s seminal
album, which produced hits such as

“Bohemian Like You” and “Godless.”

The concert celebrates the 20th
anniversary of the release, begin-
ning with a pre-show event
showing the band answering fan
questions, discussing memo-
ries of touring, and making

the album. The stream will be
available on demand through

January 2.
WHEN: Wednesday, December
30, 12 pm
WHERE: dandywarholslive.com

61 0707 P 12quada(] 4apvay 08ar( ues
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HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Have an event? We
want it! Festivals, lectures, sporting
events (including surfing, kayak-
ing, and sailing), Meetups, conven-
tions, book signings, art gallery
openings, conferences, dance per-
formances, expos, poetry readings,
classes & workshops — all are wel-
come. You can submit an event at
sdreader.com/events/submit.

ANIMAL
FRIENDS

Dr Seuss Merry Grinchmas. The
exhibition opens on November
27 with a special reception begin-
ning at noon and extends through
December 31. Wednesdays, 10am;
through Thursday, December 31,
free. Exclusive Collections Gallery
Solana Beach, 212 South Cedros
Avenue. (SOLANA BEACH)

CHRISTMAS
& HOLIDAY
EVENTS

Winter Break Camp for Kids
What does winter mean for ani-
mals? Your kids can find out at
Winter Critter Camp. Campers
will discover why chinchillas don’t
mind being chilly, how reptiles deal
with falling temperatures and how
other critters cope with the changes
caused by the cold weather. Each
day includes hands-on animal
encounters, cute crafts, awesome
activities and the chance to connect
with peers. Thu, Dec 24, 9am; Mon-
Wed, Dec 28-30, 9am; $82. Helen
Woodward Animal Center, 6461
El Apajo Road. (RANCHO SANTA FE)

ART

The Art Dr. Seuss Collection
Holiday Exhibition Visitors
will view holiday-themed and
highly collectible works from Dr.
Seuss’s best-known children’s
books and explore The Art of

Decadent Holiday Takeout
Packages 3 Holiday Takeout
Packages Each Package serves 2
Adults While we’d love nothing
more than to to celebrate with
you in our cozy restaurant, we
realize that this year we will be
celebrating a bit differently. Let
us bring the outstanding cuisine
of Chef Benjamin Navarro into
your home. Let us do the cook-
ing. All packages come with reheat
instructions. Sorry, no modifica-
tions. Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Eve Pick Up
Available 11am-2pm Call 619-
795-1501 Thursday, December
24, 11am; Friday, December 25,
11am; Parc Bistro Brasserie, 2760
Fifth Avenue. (BANKERS HILL)

Victorian Christmas Tours of
the Davis-Horton House Join
us for a little Victorian cheer to
your holidays! Christmas time
has always been a special time
at the museum and our staff and
volunteers always decorated the

Che New 1Jork Cimes
CRITIC’S PICK

starmine JEFFERSON MAYS

Rhyme & Verse

Excerpt from

“For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio”
A poem for Christmas by W.H. Auden

Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes -
Some have got broken - and carrying them up to the attic.
The holly and the mistletoe must be taken down and burnt,
And the children got ready for school. There are enough
Left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of the week —

Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted - quite unsuccessfully —

To love all of our relatives, and in general

Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again

As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable

Possibility, once again we have sent Him away,

Begging though to remain His disobedient servant,

The promising child who cannot keep His word for long.
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,

And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware

Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought

Of Lent and Good Friday which cannot, after all, now

Be very far off. But, for the time being, here we all are,

Back in the moderate Aristotelian city

Of darning and the Eight-Fifteen, where Euclid’s geometry
And Newton’s mechanics would account for our experience,
And the kitchen table exists because I scrub it.

It seems to have shrunk during the holidays. The streets
Are much narrower than we remembered; we had forgotten
The office was as depressing as this. To those who have seen
The Child, however dimly, however incredulously,

The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.
For the innocent children who whispered so excitedly
Outside the locked door where they knew the presents to be
Grew up when it opened. Now, recollecting that moment
We can repress the joy, but the guilt remains conscious;
Remembering the stable where for once in our lives
Everything became a You and nothing was an It.

W.H. Auden (1907-1973) was an English poet
who moved to the United States in 1939 and
became a naturalized citizen in 1946. He is
considered one of the most dynamic poets of
the 20th century, writing on a array of subjects,
including politics, religion, love, and art. The
dynamism of his poetic skill reflected a similar
depth; and Auden was critically praised for the
mastery of tone and technique in a variety of forms and styles. Auden
wrote his long poem, “For the Time Being,” between 1941 and 1942;
it was published in 1944. The poem presents a series of dramatic
monologues offered by the characters of Christ’s Nativity with com-
mentary by choruses and a narrator.

Find more poetry online at SDreader.com/poetry

House in style for the holiday
season but this year it is truly a
sight to behold- virtually! Come
along with your guide to explore
the period rooms decorated to
explore different Victorian Holi-
day traditions. As a special treat
you will get to continue the fun

JEFFERSON MAYS, SUSAN LYONS, MICHAEL ARDEN
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ONCEIVED BY
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MICHAEL ARDEN & DANE LAFFREY

A portion of your ticket purchase benefits La Jolla Playhouse.

at home with a Davis-Horton
House Victorian Christmas Tour
PDF full of history, activities, and
other surprises. All Tours are vir-
tual over Zoom and include access
to the exclusive Victorian Christ-
mas Tour brochure (PDF) full of
fun holiday history and activities!
Tour is approximately 30 minutes.
After booking the zoom link will
be emailed to address that bought
the tickets. Questions? Email
info@gaslampfoundation.org
Wednesday, December 30, 6pm;
$20. Gaslamp Museum at the
Davis-Horton House, 410 Island
Avenue. (ONLINE)

Winter Wonders & Holiday
Lights Wild Wonders invites
you to book an exclusive Winter
Wonders and Holiday Lights tour
of the facility which will showcase
nocturnal animals. A keeper/edu-
cator will host your visit, which
will be exclusively for your family.
You’ll meet several of our ambas-
sadors while strolling a 5-acre
facility which has been decorated
for the season. Only offered on
selected Saturdays and Sundays in

late December and early January,
and there are only two events per
night - one at 4:30PM and one at
5:00PM. The price is $250 for a
family of up to four people. Addi-
tional members 12+ are $30, and
additional children 5-11 are $15.
Saturday, December 26, 4:30pm
and 5pm; Sunday, December 27,
4:30pm and 5pm; $250-$350.
Wild Wonders, 5712 Via Mon-
tellano. (BONSALL)

CLASSES &
WORKSHOPS

4-Week Screenwriting Class
4-week class with David Raines
designed for anyone who has
ever had an idea for a screen-
play and wondered what makes a
great script into a successful film.
Sunday, December 27, 12pm;
$120-$144. 18 and up. https://
bit.ly/2VgKzgk. (ONLINE)

Choosing Wellness in the New
Year, Part 1 This presentation
will outline the five pillars of well-

¥51.8k others like this.

Follow |
us on !

Instagrnam

[@)@sandiegoreader

Reader

ness that help optimize health at all
times, especially in times of crisis,
including ways to reduce stress and
optimize health. Watch Choosing
Wellness in the New Year anytime
after livestram (closed captions in
English and Spanish are available)
via website. A related video cook-
ing demonstration using simple
ingredients to create meals that are
delicious and incredibly nutritious
at the same time will be released in
January 2021. Monday, December
28, 9am; free. sharp.com/health-
classes/city-of-san-diego-wellness-
workshops-2460. (ONLINE)

Intergenerational Fun with
Yiddish In this new class series,
Yiddish teacher and native speaker
Naomi Miller will teach Yiddish
conversational skills through
songs, storytelling, word games,
and skits. All lessons are interac-
tive and fun. The program will be
adjusted to the age of the partici-
pants, so don’t hesitate to sign up.
All children, parents, and grand-
parents are welcome. Sunday,
December 27, 10am; free-$50.
https://bit.ly/3h5e40X. (ONLINE)

Let's Learn the Yiddish Alpha-
bet Together Start with vow-
els and add on consonants each
week. By the end of the first class,
the student will be able to read a
number of words and phrases in
Yiddish. Each week, our knowl-
edge will build upon the previous
week’s material, to reinforce our
learning and build confidence.
This class aims to teach literacy
—the ability to read Yiddish in
Yiddish. There will be some ele-
ments of grammar and style, but
nothing beyond a beginner level.
Along with “doing the work” of
literacy, we will also learn through
culture, idioms, jokes, curses, and
of course, songs. Be prepared for
a lot of Simpsons gifs. This is a
one-hundred percent no judg-
ment, no attitude, no shaming
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~— SHEEP and GOATS

Augustus Pugin

The greatest privilege possessed by man is to
be allowed, while on earth, to contribute to

the glory of God: a man who builds a church
draws down a blessing on himself both for this
life and that of the world to come, and likewise
imparts under God the means of every bless-
ing to his fellow creatures; hence we cannot
feel surprised at the vast number of religious
buildings erected by our Catholic forefathers

in the days of faith, or at their endeavours to
render those structures, by their arrangement
and decoration, as suitable as their means could
accomplish for their holy and important desti-
nation. It must have been an edifying sight to
have overlooked some ancient city raised when
religion formed a leading impulse in the mind
of man, and when the honour and worship

of the Author of all good was considered of
greater importance than the achievement of the
most lucrative commercial speculation. There
stood the mother church, the great cathedral,
vast in height, rising above all the towers of the
parochial churches which surrounded her....
The great object I have in directing your atten-
tion to such a Catholic city is to illustrate the
principle of decorative propriety in ecclesiasti-
cal buildings. We have here various edifices of
various dimensions, various degrees of rich-
ness, various in arrangement, yet each bears on
its very face the stamp of Catholic; cathedral
or abbey, church or oratory, they all show that
they are dedicated to the one true faith, raised
by men actuated by one great motive, the truly
Catholic principle of dedicating the best they
possessed to God.

Augustus Pugin (1812-1852) was an English
architect who played an essential role in the
Gothic Revival in architecture. Among his most
important works is the Palace of Westminster

in London and its clock tower, which houses

Big Ben. Pugin also designed renowned build-
ings, including many churches, in Ireland and
Australia. In 1834, he converted to Catholicism
(his father, a refugee from the French Revolution,
became Anglican when he came to England, likely
as a way to gain employment, as Catholics were
discriminated against at that time), and while his
reputation suffered from what many historians
held to be unfair attacks by art critic John Ruskin,
his ideas were carried forward by the next gen-
eration of architects, who had been attracted to
the Gothic style which he helped champion.

Find more excerpts online at
SDReader.com/worship

classroom environment, and we
take a light and easy approach to
learning Yiddish. Sunday, Decem-
ber 27, 11am; $15-$75. https://bit.
ly/3mzhi5u. (ONLINE)

Meditation & Mindfulness
on the Spiritual Path This
class meets regularly on Saturday
mornings and consists of seated
mediation and a Dharma talk
that speaks to integrating ancient
Buddhist teachings into our 21st
Century lives. Turiya, Spiritual
Director of DharmaCenter leads
this class. Saturday, December 26,
11amy; free. 18 and up. dharmacen-
ter.com/. (ONLINE)

Meditation Practice for All
Levels Join Nandi from Dharma
Center for seated meditation and
discussion. All are welcome; no
experience is needed. Monday,
December 28, 7pm; free. 18 and
up. dharmacenter.com/. (ONLINE)

Meditation: The Truth of
Finding Yourself Join Terra
from Dharma Center for seated
meditation and discussion about
the Path. Monday, December 28,
5pm; free. 18 and up. dharmacen-
ter.com/. (ONLINE)

Virtual Winter Youth Work-
shops Join The San Diego
Museum of Art for Virtual Win-
ter Youth Workshops. One-day
workshops will include live art

¥ NOW OPEN

LITTLE ITALY' MERCATO
SATURDAYS 8:amito 2 pm .

instruction, studio activities,
and online tours of the Museum,
all from the comfort of home!
Designed for elementary, middle,
and high school students, the two
sessions of Virtual Winter Youth
Workshops with The San Diego
Museum of Art provide virtual
views of the galleries and an
opportunity to learn from artist-
educators. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 30, 9am; $24-$30. sdmart.org/
workshops/. (ONLINE)

DISCUSSION
GROUPS

Screenwriting Read & Critique
Workshop Meet every Sunday to
critique a few pages of a screen-
writers’ scripts, offer feedback,
provide encouragement, and get
that screenplay from concept to
completion. This is not a screen-
writing class. It is assumed that you
know how to write a screenplay,
including structure and formatting,
and this workshop is designed to
help you put that knowledge into
practice. Sundays, 4pm; through
Thursday, December 31, $100-
$125. 18 and up. sandiegowriters.
org/sundays-screenplay-read-and-
critique-david-raines/. (ONLINE)

Shop safe af open-air farmers” markets

Fresh Fruit ® Vegetables ® Meat ® Fish ® Eggs
Flowers ® Yogurt ® Baked Goods and more! 4 »- 2

Limited entry for safe shopping

OPEN YEAR-ROUND, RAIN OR SHINE \
Information and safety protocols:

sandiegomarkets.com

FARMERS'
MARKETS

Escondido Certified Farmers
Market Local, organic and deli-
cious produce fro certified farms.
Also, a variety of local hot food ven-
dors such as El Veganito, Evelias,
Little Someone Japanese cuisine
and much more. Tuesdays, 2:30pm;
through Monday, December 27,
free. Escondido Arts Partnership
Escondido Municipal Gallery, 262
East Grand Avenue. (ESCONDIDO)

FILM

Holiday Dinner & a Movie
Series Dinner & a Movie is an ele-
vated movie-and-poolside dining
experience with tables spaced for
social distancing. All month long,
catch classic holiday flicks sure to
get you in the spirit of the season
while enjoying a three-course menu
with themed cocktails inspired by
the evening’s featured film: Decem-
ber 23: National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation, December 30: It’s
a Wonderful Life. Reservations

required. Please arrive by 7:45pm
at the latest. Wednesdays 8pm;
$50-$75. Charles + Dinorah, 1410
Rosecrans Street. (POINT LOMA)

FOOD & DRINK

Christmas Dinner Curbside
Pickup Available for Christmas
Eve as well as Christmas Day, cel-
ebrate in the comfort of your own
home with an impressive culinary
spread from A.R. Valentien. With
options for every palate, the set
curbside pickup menu features
seasonal favorites that your whole
family will love. Perfect for family
gatherings of all sizes. Pre-order
by December 20. Curbside Pick-
up December 24 and 25 between
12:00pm - 3:00pm Thursday,
December 24, 12pm; $95-$100.
Lodge at Torrey Pines, 11480 N.
Torrey Pines Road. (LA JOLLA)

Christmas Dinner at Home
This year, serve a memorable
Christmas dinner from George’s
in the comfort of your own home.
Highlights from our three-course
pickup menu include Prime Rib
with twice-baked potato, Vegetable
Pot Pie with squash veloute and
fines herbes powder and three
varieties of house-made Biiche
De Noél. Thursday, December 24,
11am; $50-$60. George’s at the
Cove Ocean Terrace, 1250 Pros-
pect Street. (LA JOLLA)

Holiday Weekend Brunch
Special Plated Brunch Menu at

the clubhouse with sweeping views
of the Pacific ocean, golf course
and Carlsbad hillsides. Bottom-
less Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s and
Sangria for $18. All reservations
between 8:00-8:30am will receive
a 2-for-1 discount on bottomless
mimosas. Saturdays, 8am; Sundays,
8am; through Sunday, December
19, $11-$40. Crossings at Carls-
bad, 5800 The Crossings Drive.
(CARLSBAD)

FOR KIDS

Holidays In Your Car Holidays
In Your Car is a unique drive-thru
holiday lights spectacular, offer-
ing a riveting symphony of sight
and sound. Over one million lights,
holograms and projections provide
a family friendly and audience-safe
holiday experience. Holograms and
impressive multi-colored projec-
tions cast festive images of the
season onto sets, some standing
over 40 feet tall. Thursdays, 4pm;
Fridays, 4pm; Saturdays, 4pm;
through Saturday, December 26,
Del Mar Fairgrounds, 2260 Jimmy
Durante Boulevard. (DEL MAR)

Little Explorers Virtual Winter
Camp Test out your green thumb
with nature-inspired, hands-on
art and science activities during

iVl

the first week of Virtual Winter
Camp. Discover what plants need
to grow and survive, adventure out
into your community to explore
the wonders of nature, and create
art masterpieces inspired by planet
Earth. Explore Messy Experiments.
Experiment with exciting (and safe)
chemical reactions to create amaz-
ing art masterpieces and fascinating
science discoveries. Each day of vir-
tual camp includes: Private access
to two daily science and art activi-
ties aligned to the camp theme,
recorded specifically for campers by
our team; Specially curated camp
kits with everything you need to
complete the camp activities; Two
daily Zoom sessions with your
camp educator to share informa-
tion about the topic and facilitate
the most fun part of camp: getting
to know each other! Zoom calls
include songs and games to help
keep the camp experience as social
as possible. Recommended ages: 4
- 8. Kits will include all the specific
materials you need to complete the
activities. Parents should be pre-
pared with basic materials such as
paper, crayons, glue, and scissors.
A full list of preliminary items will
be sent prior to the start of camp.
Learn more and register: https://bit.
ly/3dJux0C Monday, December 28,
9am; $60-$115. (ONLINE)

-~ WHEREVER
YOU GO,
THERE WE ARE

The Reader
Mobile Edition

SDReader.com




Delicious dilemmas

“Listen, we have to survive. It’s that simple.”

avid hunches over the ocean, elbows on
rail, playing his harmonica. He holds

long notes. “See? They like it,” he says.

“See? See?”

And wow. I'm looking below, and two dolphin
fins come knifing through the sur-
face, then they half roll, showing
their silver-white bellies, and dive
under again.

Next time, it looks different.
“That’s a baby seal swimming

ED BEDFORD

“Restaurants are hurting so bad, it has become life
or death for us,” she says. “For many, it’s worth
risking a fine.”

A couple of ladies sit down at a table across the
sidewalk. “We come every Tuesday. Every Tues-
day. We sip a “That Boy Good’
Bloody Mary and get something
to eat.”

Today they order a shrimp
and sausage gumbo ($12) and
a hickory-smoked, pulled pork
sandwich with fries ($11).

with a mama dolphin. He’s
probably hoping to get some of
her leftovers, because she’s hunting. She’s fishing.
Maybe anchovy.”

I'was drawn to David’s harmonica too. It’s a
sun-kissed cool-breeze morning,
out here at the end of the Oceanside
pier. I spy Ruby’s, a fish and burger
joint. A couple of ladies are braving
the breeze and actually eating from
polystyrene boxes out here. 'm
surprised you can do that right now.

T head back to land. All this
salt air and exercise! Need a late
breakfast, whatever. I pass by two
guys sitting on some steps, eating
pollo asado fries out of polysty-
rene boxes, from nearby Colima’s
Mexican Takeout (at 308 Pier
View Way). “Takeout only, man.
No place to eat it,” says Shane. “No
chairs, no nothing nowhere.” Cost: 12 bucks each.

Looks wicked. But sitting on the steps, feet walking

by you? I move on.

Five minutes later, 'm on
North Coast Highway, and
stopping in my tracks:
Here’s an actual street-
side cafe. Open! Bright
yellow. With tables.
People eating, drink-
ing bottles of beer,
like it’s a normal day.

It’s a cafe I kinda
remember. Oh yeah.
Miss Kim’s Juke Joint.
Also called “That Boy
Good.” Southern BBQ. And
between all these shuttered
shops, it’s an unexpected oasis of
life. Of course, a little voice nags
at me: “What about catching the
covid? Or spreading it? Don’t rules about gather-
ing count here?”

ButIlook at the tables. They’re outside in the
breeze. Only one is occupied. Plenty of space.
“You're gonna do it,” my conscience says to me.
“Just sit down and live with it.”

“Inside or outside?”

It’s this lively blonde gal with green eyes offset
by her black mask and a Booze Brothers Brewing
Co. sweat shirt. Olivia. Covid? It’s okay, she says.

It seems the powers that be in Oceanside are kinda
leaving places to make up their own minds on this.

David the Dolphin
Whisperer charms dolphins
with his harmonica

And boy, the Bloody Mary
looks something. It’s got vodka, BBQ sauce, dry
rub around the rim. Stuffed with pickled veggies,
and a rib’s jammed on top. Costs $12.

I'm looking at BBQ ribs
by the bone. And deal! Two
bones with cornbread’s only $5.
Sandwiches are between $11
and $12, come with a small side.
Mesquite-smoked beef brisket
in a bun is $12, hickory-smoked
pulled pork’s $11, country-fried
chicken thighs or delta catfish
(cornmeal-crusted), also go for
$11. A BBQ beef link sandwich
is $11.30.

The main dishes, such as the
catfish with fries or cole slaw, are
mostly around $15. You can also
go all-out with, say, their BBQ
combo platter, which includes beef links, pulled
pork, and a half rack of ribs for $32. For five bucks

more, you can add beef brisket. And
you get one big side or two small.
A full rack of baby back beef
ribs is $28.
Or you could
follow Olivia’s
rec. “Today
we have our
special. It's happy
hour all day, and
the pulled pork
sandwich is down
from $11 to $9.50. And
that includes a side, and
abeer.”
Wow. How about that?

Gumbo: Veggies, shrimp, Can’t turn it down. I make my side
rice, slurpability the collard greens.

But first things first: Olivia
brings me out a bottle of Rolling Rock. Then, really
quick, comes back with my pulled pork. It oozes
out of a shiny golden bun.

And first taste, that hickory smoke hits you,
along with the sweetness of the meat, and the
BBQ sauce. A couple of large raw onion rings
also twang it up. But the best contrast is with the
collard greens.

“They shouldn’t be bitter,” says Mark Mill-
wood, the chef. He’s out from the kitchen. “They
grow like weeds in Mississippi. But because of their
thick stems, they can be tough and bitter. Secret’s

in the liquids. Their
liquids are almost the best
thing. Don’t throw them
away! If they’re done
right, collard greens are
great with BBQ meat.”

So I start slurping a
little of the liquid. Oh yes.
Talk about umami. The
veggie’s planty, slightly
bitter thing is balanced
by these marinated juices.
Huh. I've learned some-
thing today. Because learning to appreciate collard
greens has honestly been a long struggle.

Mark and I natter on for hours. He hashad a
heck of a life. From Central Valley hardscrabble to
Ritz Carlton glory. Think Gordon Ramsey meets
Rocky Balboa.

“So you don’t worry about covid, people infect-
ing each other?” I say, finally.

Olivia

Mark: Ritz-Carlton pedigree

“Listen, we have to survive. It’s that simple.
Restaurants in Oceanside are balanced on a knife
edge. And it’s a free country! We’re grown-ups.
Make your own decision. If it’s not safe, stay
away. What I think of most is my staff. We are
family. They have a right to work. And I have 150
needy kids coming for a ‘hope, love and grub’ deal
Christmas Day. No way I'm canceling that.” B

The Place: Miss Kim’s, 207 North Coast Highway, Oceanside, 760-433-4227

Hours: 11am - 9:00pm daily (closed Christmas Day, Open normal hours, New Years Day)

Prices: Two rib bones with cornbread, $5; mesquite-smoked beef brisket in bun, $12; hickory-smoked pulled pork
sandwich, $11; country-fried chicken thighs, $11; cornmeal-crusted catfish, $11; BBQ beef link sandwich $11.50;
catfish with fries or cole slaw, $15; BBQ combo platter (beef links, pulled pork, ribs, $32 (including 1 large or 2
small sides); rack of baby back pork ribs, $28; Happy Hour pulled pork sandwich, $9.50, including side and bottled

beer

Buses: 101, 302, 303, 313, 318, 392 Flex, 395 Flex, RTA 202, Greyhound

Best Bus Stop: Oceanside Transit Center
Trains: Coaster, Amtrak, Metrolink, Sprinter

Nearest Station: Oceanside Transit Center, 235 S. Tremont Street, Oceanside

Open for Business for Takeout, Delivery and Sit Down

P verto La Boca Re'stauranf

Lﬁ E(;("a

AUTHENTIC ARGENTINIAN CUISINE

Open 7 days - Lunch & Dinner
Lunch Plates Starting at $10.95

Happy Hour Every day from 4:30-7:30
30% OFF appetizers & Drink Specials

Mon-Sat until 3:30pm

2060 India Street = Little Italy | ]
619-431-4337 = puertolaboca.com
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Bite the bark

For the latest reviews from Reader writers and a
complete searchable list of 2000 restaurants, please
visit SDReader.com/feast

Cali Comfort BBQ: slow and low,
safe and easy

Cali Comfort BBQ; 8910 Troy Street, Spring Valley.
If your pandemic bingo card has restaurants
re-opening in response to a judge
declaring strip clubs can not
be shut down by the
state’s stay

order, well congratulations! — you might win
2020. At this writing, enforcement of dining
restrictions has been halted as the county tries
to make sense of the ruling, meaning the small
number of restaurants that already defied the
shutdown are off the hook, and a larger number
of restaurants have now joined them in resum-
ing on-premise, outdoor dining service.

But while our entire metropol-
_ itan sprawl seems
to be living out
some dystopian

at home . Phillip K. Dick
sci-fi, count me
among those
greeting
" the appar-
ent public
safety loophole
, with a shrug. I
‘!i know very well
that restaurants
doing take-out
only risk going out
of business, and I want to
support them. But I know our
region’s ICU capacity is threatened.
I will be picking up meals from spots like
Spring Valley’s Cali Comfort BBQ. The East
County mainstay started this year eyeing an
eventual expansion into Barrio Logan, but
instead has diverted its attention to transition-
ing to an all take-out and delivery model.

WERE OPEN £OR OUTDOOA
DINING & TAHEOUT!

HUMNGRY?

52 OFF:

1 any entree $10 and up when you show this ad. 1
I Dine-in only. Not valid on holidays or weekends.
| Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this
1 coupon at the time of your order. 1
Explres 1/14/21

Smoked brisket, with a satisfying black bark.

FINALIST

v Reader*

Best Late
Night Menu

R e

Chrigtinag Mewu!
Cn[y&m ?f’%ﬂ/ﬁ 12(25

,._________.._ % Entrées 7

Baked Ham 19.95
Roasted Leg of Lamb 20.95
| any entree $10and up when you show this ad. |
y ¥
I Dine-in only. Not valid on holidays or weekends. I
| Valid for up to four entrees. Must present this
1 coupon at the time of your order. 1

A 1T

Chicken Noodle Soup or Salad
Mashed Potatoes or Yams
Peas or Green Beans

7t Peddentd 7t

Peach Cobbler or Apple Betty

Traditional diner favorites,
home-style classics,
a true American Diner
Open 24/7
2900 El Cajon Blvd.
619-282-8423 - Rudfords.com

\wdfords

Established 1949
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A BBQ take out order, including smoked chicken, brisket, pork ribs, mac and cheese, cole-
slaw, macaroni salad, and jalapefio corn muffins.

As aresult, Cali Comfort operates like a case
study in how to operate a restaurant during
these tough times. The home page of its website
offers well defined buttons to order take out,
order delivery, order catering service, and to
purchase gift cards — the latter day currency of
foodies. It features a link clearly laying out its
option for family meals, which bundle enough
food for four or five people into a single, dis-
counted order.

In this case, $75 conjures everything you
could want in a BBQ feast: brisket, tri-tip, rib
tips, pulled pork, smoked chicken, a handful
of side dishes, and the restaurant’s celebrated

pork ribs. It’s terrific BBQ done right, slow and
low, on a wood fired smoker fired up when it’s
still dark out. A sweet but not too sweet Kansas
City-style BBQ sauce is applied to the chicken
and pork, while the brisket has a trimmed ledge
of rendered fat and that satisfying black bark
charred from a well-seasoned rub.

Beyond the family meal, there are other
ordering options. Any individual meat is avail-
able by the pound for $11-30, as a sandwich for
$12-16, or as a combo plate with side dishes
for $14-30.

When ordering and pre-paying online, Cali
Comfort’s ordering system makes it clear how

Q(Q\ﬂ\%

Undes New Management.

Chicken Tikka Masala

Vegetable Plate (Thali)

Choose Any two Entree! $

Navaratna Korma
Chana Masala

Sag Paneer o I
Daal Tarka, n y
Veggi Curry

(Include Fresh Garlic Naan or Butter Naan, Papad

Rice, Home Made Pickle, Dessert of the day)

Buy 1 Dinner or Lunch entree and two
drinks and get 1 Dinner or Lunch entree

1/2 OFF

(equal or Lesser Value)

- Not valid with any other offer Exp: Jan 14, 2021
- One coupon per family, per group, per table

&' Himalayan Palace

O O e e e e e e .

Lunch Special 11 AM To 3 PM

Non-Vegetable Plate
Choose Any two Entree!
Chicken Curry

Chicken T-Masala

Chicken Chili

Daal Tarka

2 Pc.Tandoori Chlcken
(Include Fresh Garlic Naan or Butter Naan, Papad
Rice, Home Made Pickle, Dessert of the day)

FINALIST

v Reader~

Restaurant

Best
Indian Food
5 stars on Yelp

Fam||y 0wned Over 32 Years Makmg Healthy Indnan & Nepalese Food.

e e
Yl " y

Sag Paneer

For Takeout
and Delivery

Thali

$795
$5 OFF G5

Any Purchase
of $25 or More

- Not valid with any other offer Exp: Jan 14, 2021
- Not valid on Lunch Special
- One coupon per family, per group, per table

Hours of operation - Open Everyday 11 AM To 9 PM ¢ (Closed Tuesdays)

3760 Sports Arena Blvd. #5, San Diego, CA 92110
(619) 510-4966 ¢ www.himalayanpalacesd.com




many drink options the place
offers. In addition to sodas,
there are bottles of wine ($10),
growlers of beer ($10-12), and
growlers filled with cocktails
ranging from bloody mary to
mai tai ($20-38).

Pick-up is likewise smooth.
A well-structured payment
and pick-up window is set up
at the rear of the restaurant,
found in the back of a small
parking lot. If you’ve pre-paid
online, you may skip the first
window, and grab your packed
up food at the second.

This place is doing every-
thing right, and my food was
still warm and succulent as
can be after my 15-minute
drive from Spring Valley. Even
the kids raved about it.

by Ian Anderson

From National City
to 664 TJ) Birrieria
664 TJ Birrieria; 505 High-
land Avenue, National City.
Tender shredded beef birria,
swimming in reddish brown
broth that leaves an orange
ring ‘round the edges of the
Styrofoam cup containing it.
That’s the Tijuana-style spe-
cialty of National City’s 664
TJ Birrieria.

But it’s not just National
City’s anymore. Over the past
three years, the small South
Bay birria shop has multi-
plied, expanding to locations
in Barrio Logan, Chula Vista,
Palm City, Logan Heights, City
Heights, and all the way out on
the Las Vegas Strip.

It can be fun to imagine
midwestern tourists who cruise
the Strip trying to pronounce
birrieria. Such customers may
not immediately recognize that
TJ means Tijuana, nor that 664
refers to the Tijuana area code.
But maybe, if they get as far as
pronouncing it “beery area,”
they’ll make the association
with San Diego.

Not that I can say it much
better. I valiantly try but fail
to trill those Rs as I place my
half order of the shredded beef
stew ($7.50; large goes for $11).
But however you pronounce
birria, there’s little question it
lands warm in your belly, mak-
ing it an ideal take-out order
in cool weather.

I paid a lunchtime visit to
the Barrio Logan location
(1794 Newton Avenue, Bar-
rio Logan), and found I wasn’t
alone in thinking so. Health
care and manufacturing work-
ers in the immediate vicinity

Escondido, CA (downtown)

Free
Lemonade

Buy any sandwich and
receive a free lemonade.

Sy

KITCHEN

155 S. Orange St.

A half order tub of beef birria.

added, $3.50) and madrazos
($4.50), which are flour tor-
tilla quesadillas with some of
the shredded birria beef
pressed within.
Though these are
terrific, and though I
will gladly pay extra to

do offer the aforementioned
tacos ($2.25), quesadilla
($2.80, with corn tortillas), etc.

bee-lined for the place. People
getting out of cars picked up
large orders of the beefy stew,
along with stacks of
corn tor-
tillas  ©

with
a distinctive orange hue,
having been dipped in the
beef consommé.

It's easy enough to take it all
home and use the included
fixin’s (diced onion, cilan-
tro, and radishes) to roll
the beef shreds into tacos.
One of the best parts of
664 TJ is the excellent,
slightly roasty red salsa.
Though I add this gener-
ously to any taco, quesadilla,
or tostada, I still want to dip
everything back into that thick
reddish broth. 'm bound to
make a sloppy, savory mess,
but it’s always going to taste
better that way.

That’s why I recommend
ordering a Styrofoam cup of
birria, or at least consommé,
even though the 664 TJ shops

They
serve
quesab-
irria tacos
(with melted cheese

The madrazo - like a flour tortilla quesadilla with beef birria inside

add cheese to most cheese-
optional dishes in this world,
birria doesn’t really need it.
And while 664 TJ’s birria isn’t
the most flavorful in town (I
see you, Tuetano Taqueria),
when you add that 664 salsa,
it’s tough to go wrong.

by Ian Anderson

2 for 1 Bowls

Buy 1 Bowl at regular price,
receive a Free Bowl!
of equal or lessor value.

FLAME = BROILER

1088 Garnet Ave - Pacific Beach
flamebroilerpb.com - (858) 274-4704

Buy One, Get One

of equal or lesser value, one per customer,

Now offering Meal Prep kits and
catering packages to help your

3725 Paseo Pl #1070, San Diego, CA 92130

Entree Free!

expires 1/30/21.

family stay safely at home.
Give us a call!

t@caya

ORGANICA

(858) 386-1030

FREE RESTAURANT ADS: SANDIEGOREADER.COM/FREEADS

A regular birria taco (left) and a quesabirria taco (right, with cheese).
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HAPPY
HOUR

You can submit a listing or
find more information about
these establishments online at
SDReader.com/drinks

ALLIED GARDENS

McGregor's Grill and Ale
House: Monday, Thursday-Fri-
day, 4-6pm: $1 off all pints, wells,
house wines, $5 off half gallon
pitchers. Tuesday, 4-6pm: $1 off
all pints, wells, house wines, $5 off
half gallon pitchers, $5 Pacifico
pints and Margaritas. Wednesday,
4-6pm: $1 off all pints, wells,
house wines, $5 off half gallon
pitchers, $5 whiskey cocktails and
shots, half price bottles of wine.

CORONADO

Brigantine Coronado: Daily,

3-6pm: $1 off all draft beer, well
drinks, and featured wine by the
glass, $4 sparkling wine glass.

Nicky Rottens: Monday, 3-6pm:
$8 select mules all night. Tuesday,
3-6pm: $4 any canned beer.
Wednesday, 3-6pm: $5 draft pints.
Thursday, 3-6pm: 22 ounce draft
for pint price. Friday, 3-6pm: $6
mimosas and Bloody Marys. Sat-
urday, 3pm-6pm: $5 drafts, well
cocktails, house wines. $5 pretzels
& beer cheese, side of fries,

tots, $6 buffalo wings, $7 house
nachos, $8 chicken fritters & fries,
$10 chicken lettuce cup.

DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO

Gaslamp Fish House: Daily,
3:30-6:00pm: $4 Fireball shot, Mc-
Cormick bourbon, shot of Torado
Silver tequila, $5 craft beer on tap,
vodka soda, select wine by the
glass, $7 skinny margarita, select
signature cocktails.

Gaslamp Tavern: Monday-
Friday, 3-7pm: $2 off drafts, wine,
specialty cocktails, $5 wells.

Knotty Barrel: Monday, Friday,
4-7pm: $2 off craft beer, $6
premium wells, house red and
white wines. Tuesday, 4-7pm: $2
off craft beer, $6 premium wells,
house red and white wines. Half
off craft beer all day. Wednesday,
4-7pm: $2 off craft beer, $6 pre-
mium wells, house red and white
wines, half off wine bottle all day.
Thursday, 4-7pm: $2 off craft
beer, $6 premium wells, house
red and white wines, half off wine
bottles all day.

Maryjane's: Monday-Friday,
3-6pm: $5 wells drinks, beer, $6
wine.

Rockin' Baja Lobster —
Gaslamp: Monday-Friday,
3-6pm: $4.50 any 14-oz. draft,
well drinks, fireball shot; $5.50
Jameson shot, house margaritas;
$6.50 wine by the glass, Jack
Daniels, Grey Goose.

The Tipsy Crow: Monday-
Thursday, 3-8pm: Drink exchange
(prices vary). Friday-Saturday,
Noon-8pm: Drink exchange
(prices vary).

Werewolf American Pub:
Tuesday-Friday, 3-6pm: $4 drafts,
house wines, and wells.

Whiskey Girl: Monday, 7-9pm:

FREE RESTAURANT ADS: SANDIEGOREADER.COM/FREEADS

BOOZE NEWS

BY IAN ANDERSON

A boozy review of 2020

It will surprise no one that most
of the biggest beer and beverage
stories of 2020 revolve around
the covid-19 pandemic. Pub-
lic response to the coronavirus
wreaked havoc on the everyday
business of serving beer.

Workers bear the brunt
The beer industry came into
the year credited with making
a billion dollar-plus economic
impact annually, while directly
employing about 6500.

The loss of beer-related jobs
has been the most widespread
impact of the pandemic, as
shutdowns and heavily restric-
tive social distancing guidelines
forced many breweries to cut
employee hours, furlough staff,
or lay them off altogether. Exact
numbers may never be tallied,
but anecdotally, some workers
have been rehired or repurposed,
some have managed to pick up
work at other breweries, and
others have relied upon some
combination of piecemeal wages
and unemployment benefits to
get by — if they’re lucky. With
on premise service hampered,
tipped employees have been

particularly out of luck. It remains to be seen
whether such jobs will return once vaccinations
become prevalent.

Ownership struggles and opportunities
When the pandemic shut down San Diego bars
in March, things looked dire for the beverage
industry. But federal grants and loans helped
many through the worst, and as time has passed,
the industry has more closely echoed the nation’s
K-shaped recovery: meaning some individual
businesses thrive, even as others face decline.

Though several beer companies have shuttered
in response to the pandemic, the number of out-
right closures is actually down compared to prior
years. Two of San Diego’s smallest nanobrewer-
ies — Escondido Brewing and Thunderhawk
Alements — were among the first to go, followed
by Vista’s Iron Fist Brewing. Perhaps the most
significant closure was San Marcos Brewery,
which had been brewing beer since 1991.

Rather than close, several breweries have
instead been put up for sale. 32 North Brew-
ing sold to a pair of new interests, and Circle
9 Brewing was put on the market. Add to this
list America’s very small brewery champion of
2015, Rip Current Brewing. Co-founder Paul
Sangster says the brand has attracted a “significant
amount of interest,” and will likely see a change or
modification in ownership by new year.

More often, breweries closed individual loca-
tions: Two Roots, Belching Beaver, and Cul-
ture Brewing closed Ocean beach taprooms,
for example. Amplified Aleworks and Legacy
Brewing cleared out of Miramar, and Automatic
Brewing closed its Tiger Tiger bar. To the chagrin
of few beer fans, 10 Barrel Brewing Co. ended its
tenure in East Village. Several of these locations
have been claimed by other beer businesses, still
looking to expand heading into 2021.

New ways to sell beer

Arguably the biggest change that helped breweries
survive 2020 was the relief offered by California’s
Alcoholic Beverage Control, which allowed them

Rip Current Brewing adopted screwtop crowlers in 2020, and
(unrelated) may have new ownership in 2021

to add home delivery and shipping to their takeout
options. This mainly helped breweries that had
invested in canning lines and crowler machines
(some offering newly available, screwtop crowlers).
By the end of the year, roughly 45 were offering
in-house delivery service, several in North County
were delivering through new site BrewCatalog.
com, and several others offered beer to-go through
third party delivery services such as GrubHub
and DoorDash.

Fundraising and social advocacy

Despite the challenges for those working in adult
beverages, a great many people in the industry
responded to adversity with charitable actions.
Brewpubs and bars established programs to donate
meals to first responders and those out of work due
to various shutdowns and restrictions. Places like
AleSmiith, Stone Brewing, Bay City Brewing, 619

Distillery, and craft beer mainstay Small Bar, which
continued to provide meals even as it closed perma-
nently in November.

Dozens of local breweries participated in Black
is Beautiful brews, a nationwide
collaboration raising funds for
local organizations espousing
the social justice principles of the
Black Lives Matter movement.

Beer Media take a hit
Tt was a year of tumult and change,
not only within the beer industry,
but also for the media covering it.
For starters, the most venerable
voice in San Diego beer, Peter
Rowe, retired from the Union-
Tribune after covering San Diego
breweries for a quarter century.
Meanwhile, the disappear-
ance of restaurant and bar ad
revenue has seen several publications shut down or
suspended. San Diego CityBeat stopped publishing
altogether, and while San Diego Magazine returned
from a spring hiatus, so far, it has resumed with-
out a dedicated beer column. Likewise, monthly
beer and beverage magazine West Coaster remains
on indefinite hiatus, having published one issue
since the spring. Without their mastheads, regu-
lar contributors for these magazines have pur-
sued self-publishing. Former Reader columnist
Brandon Hernandez launched his own website,
SanDiegoBeer.news; and Beth Demmon, former
columnist for CityBeat, San Diego Magazine, and
West Coaster, plans to launch a substack in the
new year, which she will dedicate to “highlighting
marginalized voices in craft beer”

For more craft booze news, see

di der.com/news/b ws

$3 off drafts, $4 wells, $4 Stella, $5
select wine, $6 Don Julio Tequila.
Tuesday, 7-9pm: $3 off drafts, $4
wells, $4 Dox XX, $5 select wine,
$6 El Jimador Tequila. Wednesday,
7-9pm: $3 off drafts, $4 wells, $4
Firestone Walker 805, $5 select
wine, $6 Sailor Jerry. Thursday,
7-9pm: $3 off drafts, $3 Truly
Hard Seltzer, $4 wells, $5 select
wine, $5 Patron Tequila.

The Whiskey House: Wednes-
day-Sunday, 4-7pm: $4 French
pale lager, $5 Moscow mule,
whiskey sour, Daiquiri, house
wines (red, white, sparkling), $9
Carsberg Danish pilsner (1 liter
can). Add a shot of house whiskey
to any beer for $1.

EAST VILLAGE

Bootlegger: Tuesday, $10 build-
your-own-nachos and beer all day.
Saturday-Sunday, 9am-1pm: $25
per person bottomless mimosas.

El Dorado Cocktail Lounge:
Tuesday-Thursday, Sunday,
7-9pm: $6 signature cocktails.
Friday-Saturday, 5-9pm: $6 signa-
ture cocktails.

ENCINITAS

Mr. Peabody's Bar & Grill:
Monday-Friday, 2-6pm: $3 well
cocktails, house wine, domestic
draft.

ESCONDIDO

Brigantine Escondido: Daily,
3-6pm: $1 off drafts, well drinks,
featured wine, $5.75 house
margarita.

LA MESA

Brigantine La Mesa: Daily,
3:30-6:30pm: $1 off well drinks,
drafts, featured wines, $4 glass
sparkling wine, $5.75 margaritas,
$6 happy hour red wine, happy
hour white wine.

Hooleys Irish Pub & Grill La
Mesa: Friday, All day: Clam
chowder $5 cup, $7 bowl. After
4pm: Prime rib $24. Sunday,
1lam-2pm: $4 Bloody Marys, $5
Champagne.

LAKESIDE

Eastbound Bar & Grill:
Tuesday-Friday, 2-5pm: $2 off
all house cocktails, $3 domestic
bottles, $4 micro drafts.

LEMON GROVE

Dirk's Niteclub: Daily, 4pm-
7pm: $3 shot of select liquor
with your first drink. 4-7pm: $1
off domestic beer, 50 cents off
cocktails.

LITTLE ITALY

King and Queen Cantina:
Daily, Noon-6pm: $1 off drafts, $4
beer bottles, $7 well drinks, wine,
sangria, $8 margaritas. Appetizers
$5 to $9.

MISSION BEACH

Coaster Saloon: Monday,
3pm-6pm: $3 Jager shot with
any beer purchase, $4 select Bud
draft, $5 well drinks. Tuesday,
3pm-6pm: $3 Jager shot with
any beer purchase, $4 select Bud

draft and El Jimador shots, $5
well drinks, house margarita.
Wednesday, 3pm-6pm: $1 off all
IPA, $3 Jager shot with any beer
purchase, $4 select Bud draft and
Fireball shots, $5 well drinks.
Thursday, 3pm-6pm: $3 Jager shot
with any beer purchase, $4 select
Bud draft, Mission Blonde draft,
Polish Pie shots, $5 well drinks.
Friday, 3pm-6pm: $3 Jager shot
with any beer purchase, $4 select
Bud draft, $5 well drinks, Captain
Morgan, Jack Daniels, Jager shots.
Saturday, All day: $15 Champagne
bottles. Sunday, All day: $3 Jager
shot with any beer purchase, $12
Champagne bottles.

MISSION HILLS

Shakespeare Pub & Grille:
Monday-Friday, 3-7pm: All
draught pints (excluding cask, $6
Anytime, and Black Velvet) and
bottled beer $1 off. well liquor
$4.50, $5 house wine, appetizers
$5.95-$7.95.

Lazy Dog: Monday-Thursday,
3-6pm and 9pm-close: $3-$8:
Housemade sangrias, well drinks,
drafts, house wine, Asian pear
martini. Friday, 3-6pm: $3-$8:
Housemade sangrias, well drinks,
drafts, house wine, Asian pear
martini. Sunday, 9pm-close:
$3-$8: Housemade sangrias, well
drinks, drafts, house wine, Asian
pear martini.

North Italia Fashion Valley:
Monday-Friday, 3-6pm: $5 glasses
red wine, white wine, sangria,
beers, $16 wine bottles and beer
pitchers.

NORTH PARK

Redwing Bar & Grill: Wednes-
day-Friday, 3pm-6pm: $4.50 24
oz. Tall Boys.

Rockin' Baja Lobster —
Oceanside: Monday-Friday,
3-6pm: $4.50 any 14-oz. draft,
well drinks, fireball shot, $5.50
Jameson shot, house margaritas,
$6.50 wine by the glass, Jack
Daniels, Grey Goose.

OLD TOWN

Home & Away: Monday,
Wednesday-Friday, 3-6pm: $1 off
glass of wine, draft and bottled
beer, well drinks, $3 to $6 off
specialty cocktails. $2.75 tacos.
Tuesday, 3-6pm: Taco Tuesday
specials, see server.

Old Town Mexican Café:
Tuesday, Half off well drinks and
selected appetizers all day.

Rockin' Baja Lobster — Old
Town: Monday-Friday, 3-6pm:
$4.50 any 14-oz. draft, well
drinks, fireball shot, $5.50 Jame-
son shot, house margaritas, $6.50
wine by the glass, Jack Daniels,
Grey Goose.

PACIFIC BEACH

Ambrogio15: Monday-Friday,
3-5pm: $19 per person biodynam-
ic (organic) wine flight with three
selected biodynamic wines (two
ounce pour) and focaccia bread,
olives, artichokes.

Mavericks Beach Club:

Monday, 5-6pm: $4 beer, wine,
and wells, $6 margaritas and mai
tais. $2 off snacks. 3-10pm: Half
off one pound orders of all wings,
no limit. Tuesday, 5-6pm: $4 beer,
wine, and wells, $6 margaritas and
mai tais. $2 off snacks. 5-10pm:
$10 all you can eat taco bar. 5pm-
2am: $4 all Mexican beers, $4
Margaritas, $4 shots of Eljimador.
Wednesday, Friday, 5-6pm: $4
beer, wine, and wells, $6 mar-
garitas and mai tais. $2 off snacks.
Thursday, 5-6pm: $4 beer, wine,
and wells, $6 margaritas and mai
tais. $2 off snacks. 9pm-2am: $3
Natural Lite seltzers and Natur-
days, $4 shots of Jameson, Altos,
Absolut, Malibu, Jagermeister.

POINT LOMA

The Pearl: Monday-Tuesday,
4-6pm: $4 select beers, $5 well
drinks, $6 house wine, half off
specialty cocktails. Wednesday,
4-6pm: 4-6pm: $4 select beers, $5
well drinks, $6 house wine, half
off specialty drinks. Thursday-
Saturday, 4-6pm: $4 select beers,
$5 well drinks, $6 house wine, half
off specialty drinks.

RANCHO SAN DIEGO

Hooleys Irish Pub & Grill
Rancho San Diego: Friday, All
day: Clam chowder $5 cup, $7
bowl. After 4pm: Prime rib $24.

SAN MARCOS

Churchill's Pub and Grill:
Monday-Friday, 4-7pm: $1 off
appetizers, drafts, wells. Sunday,
All day: $1 off appetizers, drafts,
wells.



Che New Jork Timeg
CRITIC’S PICK

starrine JEFFERSON MAYS
apaptep ey JEFFERSON MAYS, SUSAN LYONS, MICHAEL ARDEN
propucTion conceiveb ey MICHAEL ARDEN & DANE LAFFREY
pirectebp ey MICHAEL ARDEN

NOW STREAMING

A portion of your ticket purchase benefits La Jolla Playhouse.
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Now is the time Since
March, the only students and
personnel permitted on the
campus of Palomar College
have been those connected
to the nursing program.

The enforcement is so strict
that it took Rob “DJ Roob”
Blackwell a month to retrieve

Rob “DJ Roob” Blackwell records John and Jozette Vineyar

his Not So Serious Radio
program banner out of their
KKSM campus radio sta-
tion’s offices.

But even though there
is no life to be found in the
KKSM headquarters, the
station is still alive. A library
of music is auto-playing over
their airwaves, and a couple
of actual human DJ’s are
recording remotely from their
homes. After a short break,
even D] Roob got back in
the game.

“I took a few weeks off
and floundered for a bit,” he
explained. “Then I talked to
the station manager and he
said that if I record a show at
home he could upload it and
it would play at my time. So,
I started doing it in late April.
I kept it to an hour. It’s not
as fun as being live on radio
by any stretch. It’s stilted.
When you're on the radio if
you make a mistake you go
on, but here if 'm recording,

the inside trackl

I'll go back and re-record it.

It just doesn’t sound as fresh
sometimes but, nevertheless,
it’s still working and I'm get-
ting it out there”

A staple of Not So Serious
Radio are the live, in-studio
performances by various local
bands. To retain this signa-

anm

d playing

from a virus standpoint in
the County — so we tapered
them. We've only done two
since then. My last one was a
couple weeks ago, and 'm not
going to do any more for the
foreseeable future, because

I want to see what happens
with this surge”

And speaking of surges,
this pandemic hasn’t been
easy on Roob. He suffers
from anxiety which is a result
of major depression disorder.
“My depression manifests as
anxiety and it has been off
the charts since March,” he
explained. A greater
wealth of informa-
tion about the virus
has calmed his nerves
considerably, as has
working on his radio
show and the act of
simply listening to
music. In an effort to

YIDDIYIANOS LINX A9 HAVYIDOLOHd

help others dealing
with mental illness,
Roob dedicated an
entire NSSR show
to the subject in
early June.

“I put the call
out there, and I got
eight San Diego
artists to partici-
pate;” he explained.
“I included all their
audio bumpers at
the introduction to

in the

courtyard of his house.

ture element of the program,
Roob figured out a way to
incorporate the performances
into the pandemic-era
installments. He would not
be able to host full, electric,
live bands, but the courtyard
of his North County home
would serve just fine for
recording scaled down acous-
tic sets. The guinea pigs were
John and Jozette Vineyard, a
husband and wife duo who
make up half of The Oxen.
The show was a success, and
ten more artists appeared
before the performances were
put on ice.

“I wanted to make sure
that we were sending a good
message and that we were
being safe, because I didn’t
want to be the DJ that had
the super-spreader events
at his house,” Roob said. “It
worked really well, and we
did a whole bunch in a row.
Then things started getting a
little dicey over the summer

the song and then
played the song. I got such
really nice feedback. A lot of
private messages that were
just like “Thanks for doing
this. I felt so alone and now
I don’t, because I know this
band and I didn’t know this
guy had social anxiety. Even
if one person had responded
to me, I would have been like
‘that’s pretty good, but I had
a bunch of people write in. It
was rewarding”

In a further act of good
will, in October Roob threw
together a Not So Serious
Radio t-shirt fundraiser that
raised $2300 for the National
Independent Venue Asso-
ciation Emergency Relief
Fund — which was estab-
lished to get money to local
clubs such as The Casbah, the
Brick By Brick, and (before it
recently shuttered) Bar Pink.

“[Bar Pink] was the place
where I saw my last live show
before the shutdown,” Roob
explained. “It’s heartbreak-

ing. Especially a place where
you’ve been, and you had

a good time and you've
gone back a bunch of times.
You just think it's gonna be
there forever”

He continued, “I think
that we are going to lose
some local venues, and were
not alone here in San Diego.
But something will come
back and help fill the spaces,
because there will be oppor-
tunities for people who say,
“You know what, I've never
owned a venue. I really want

to do this. Now is the time.”
— Dryw Keltz

Remote and difficult I
broke my hip bone while rock
climbing in Zion National
Park in Utah,” reports singer-
songwriter Daniel Isle Sky. “I
was rescued by a [National
Park Service] helicopter the
next day. A surgeon in St.
George screwed my bones
back together.” Sky had been
staying in nearby Springdale
to work on a motivational
book (Because You Can) and
develop non-music gigs as a
motivational speaker. Doing
so near his favorite mountain
range seemed only natural.

“Like music, rock climb-
ing has been a passion of
mine. It's more of an escape
from reality than conquering
mountains. Just like all the
songs in the universe haven’t
been written, all of the moun-
tains in the world haven’t
been climbed. Through my
explorations, I've been able
to do the first ascents of ten
mountains officially named
on maps of Zion National
Park, my favorite place to
climb.”

The pandemic closed
down the Park, as well as
making work difficult to
find. “T was lucky enough to
regularly perform outside
of Deep Creek Coffee. The
shop was open for outside
service only. I had found
a space that allowed me to
perform, unplugged, at a safe
social distance”

When Zion finally opened
to climbing once again, “I
had the idea to do a traverse
of what are called beehives,

a series of white sandstone
peaks that look like beehives.
To get to any of them was
difficult. To climb them all

in a row had never been
done. In addition to difficult
climbing, there are canyons
between each that had to be
descended. Full adventure.
The owners of the coffee shop
hooked me up with a local
who was working there as

a guide”

It took the duo three days
to complete the climb. “It was
on the way down, less than
400 feet from the ground,
when the incident occurred.
‘We were rappelling an 800-
foot cliff. On the way, we had
found a fallen balloon, the
type kids get at parties. It had
a picture of a unicorn on it.
My song ‘Lucky the Unicorn’
came to mind. I told my part-
ner we were lucky. I always
pick up trash, and stuffed it
into my pack”

The climbers were hang-
ing from a bush on the side
of a mountain. “I took the
600 feet of rope we had,
wrapped it around the bush,
and threw both ends down.
That would allow us to go
300 feet, perhaps get us to the
ground. The rock face below
us was blank. To the side was
a ramp with more bushes. So
I started following the bushes.
After about 15 feet of going
diagonally, I straightened
out. I went down about 100
feet and heard a snap. The

hip bone, Sky made it to the
ground with the help of his
partner. “But we couldn’t
move me away from the cliff,
the terrain was too rugged.
The search-and-rescue and
law enforcement cleared the
parking lot and road at a
nearby hotel, the Zion Lodge,
to stage the rescue. The heli-
copter first made a few recons
to see if it was possible. A
foot team arrived to help
me — an EMT, and someone
on the ground to aid the heli-
copter. They asked me if I had
sunglasses. It was to protect
my eyes from blowing dust
and rocks. I got short-hauled
on a cable attached to the bot-
tom of the helicopter to the
hotel site. I didn’t have health
insurance, so I waived taking
an ambulance. My partner
drove me to the hospital in St.
George”

Sky, who moved here
from Santa Fe, New Mexico
in 2014, is back in San Diego
and on the mend. “Since 'm
not able to work or climb,
I'm spending more time on
my music” His new single
“Lean on Me” was recorded at
Pacific Beat Recording in PB
with Rolling Stones producer
Alan Sanderson.

“I joke that if T get a good
number of streams and follows
on Spotify or whatever stream-

Local musician Daniel Isle Sky shattered a hip during a climbing
accident in Zion National Park, Utah.

rope had been going over a
bush on the ramp, keeping
it straight. When it broke, I
started to swing like a pen-
dulum. I swung around the
corner and slammed into the
side of another corner, a flat
outcropping. There was no
way I could swing around it. I
hit the corner flat and square
on my hip and came to a
complete and sudden stop.”
Despite suffering a broken

ing service people use this
coming year, I'll stick to music.
If, on the other hand, I'm

not inspired by what comes,
perhaps I'll go back and do
another climb. The ones on my

list are remote and difficult”
— Jay Allen Sanford

Find Blurt online at SDReader.com/blurt

CONTRIBUTORS
Robert Bush, Mike Madriaga, Andrew
Hamlin, Dryw Keltz, Jay Allen Sanford



L.A. EDWARDS

Local company Bitchin’ Sauce started selling its wares

at local farmers markets before expanding operations

to become a national sauce brand. The firm recently
launched its own music label, with distribution arranged
through Universal Music Group. Bitchin’ Music Group says
it's focused on developing established and up-and-coming
artists across the Americana, country, and rock genres.
They released their first record this month, Blessings From
Home by L.A. Edwards, comprised of brothers Luke (vocals,
guitar), Harry (drums), Jay (keys), and Alex Edwards (lead
guitar). According to their Bitchin’ press release, “The

JAY ALLEN SANFORD ‘ a Find LIVE FIVE online at sandiegoreader.com/music

band imparts graceful Laurel Canyon songcraft on groove-
driven rock with sun-soaked twang.” The confessional and
personal nature of the tracks are evident in song titles
such as “My Heart Broke,” “Nothin’ Like You,” and “What
You Mean To Me.” Recording was done at Bear Creek Stu-
dio in Washington with producer Ryan Hadlock (Lumineers,
Vance Joy, Foo Fighters), drummer Steve Ferrone (drums)
of Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers, and bassist Ron Blair.
Luke and Blair, both from San Diego, have been collaborat-
ing since the first L.A. Edwards album, True Blue, which
Blair produced in 2017.

HARGO

The new track from Hargo, “Breathe,” is inspired by the
teachings of Gurucharan Singh Khalsa. “Late this sum-
mer,” he says, “l reconnected with a longtime friend of
mine who is a well-known Breath Work & Kundalini Yoga
pioneer who taught yoga and mindfulness at M.I.T. in
Boston for years. Through an unusual series of events,
we started talking again, and this idea came up for me
to create piece of music to accompany a new breath
series he was creating around the Breath of Fire - rapid
inhale and exhale through the nose while pumping the
navel - which is staple Pranayama [breathing practice] of

many kinds of yoga, including Kundalini Yoga, the stuff |
grew up doing since childhood.” Although he says it was
an odd request, “I found myself with the time and space
to devote to something new. So | said yes, started playing
around with some loops, and several days later this track
‘Breathe’ emerged. It's a deep dive into the cosmos, within
and without, and a great way to connect to your breath...I
particularly loved getting to use Bhol’s speaking/chanting
the tabla percussion rhythm ‘Dha ge tirkit Dha Dha’ in the
track. Takes me right back to my roots studying classical
Indian music at boarding school in India.”

MATT CAMERON

Matt Cameron grew up in San Diego, appearing on the
soundtrack of the 1978 cult movie Attack of the Killer Toma-
toes by singing the track “Puberty Love” (a song which makes
the titular tomatoes explode). After graduating Bonita Vista
High School, he played with the group Fault Line with Glenn
Slater, who later moved to Seattle, Washington, and invited
Cameron up to visit. After moving to Seattle himself in 1983,
Cameron played with Feedback and Skin Yard, before replac-
ing Soundgarden drummer Scott Sundquist in 1986. After
Soundgarden split in 1997, he joined Pearl Jam, replacing
Jack Irons. Cameron recently launched a new project called

Nighttime Boogie Association with Foo Fighters drummer Tay-
lor Hawkins. The first two songs they wrote, recorded, and pro-
duced are now available via their own Keep It Trippy Records
label. “Long in the Tooth” was written by Hawkins (lyrics) and
Cameron (music) and features Cameron on guitar, bass, and
drum machine and Hawkins on lead vocal, drum fills, percus-
sion, and keyboards. Cameron wrote the music and lyrics for
“The Path We're On” and also plays drums, guitar, and vocals.
Hawkins performs the drum intro, as well as lead vocals and
keyboards. The latter song also features Melvins members
Buzz Osborne on guitar and Steven McDonald on bass.

SHANE HALL

Blues, soul, and Americana artist Shane Hall (The Klay)
spent several years fronting Shane Hall & the Diabolicals
before going solo. Among the influences he cites are Jimi
Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Eric Clapton, John Mayall, and
Alice in Chains. A 2018 single “Tomorrow” was promoted
with a video treatment co-created by Oceanside’s Cinemat-
ic Art and Sound, and he also appeared at that year’s Kaa-
boo Festival. His song “Under My Voodoo” is among more
than 30 never-before-released acoustic covers that have
been added to the compilation album The House That Brad-

ley Built. The Deluxe Edition of the record includes over 50
covers from the catalog of Bradley Nowell’s band Sublime,
available January 15 on all streaming platforms and as

a three-disc CD set. Profits from the album will go to the
Nowell Family Foundation to help build Bradley’s House,
an opioid abuse treatment facility in Southern California
named in honor of late Sublime frontman. Other locals on
the compilation include Pepper, 40 Oz. to Freedom, Mike
Pinto, Iration, E.N. Young, Buck-O-Nine, and Hirie.

BJ JEZBERA

Singer/songwriter BJ Jezbera, who comes from Chula
Vista, released his album Go Folk Yourself in 2013 via
Mannequin Vanity Records. During the summer of the pan-
demic, he began streaming a YouTube performance show
that he at first called The 15 Minute BJ, but later retooled
as Sunday Sessions With BJ Jezbera, which he’s been doing
every week since September. His channel also includes
older concert footage with his band the Bad Mother Folk-
ers at area venues such as the Salty Frog, Tipsy Crow, and
Himmelberg'’s. Live covers include tracks by the Stray Cats

(“Rock This Town”), Johnny Cash (“Folsom Prison Blues”),
and fellow locals Blink 182 (“All the Small Things”). A new
music video for his single “Best Amigos” debuted Decem-
ber 18, featuring guest singer-guitarist Jakovich Skolnick
from Quel Bordel. In addition, a recent Skrewball-themed
livestream performance is archived for viewing online.
“Surprisingly, I'm not as drunk as you’'d expect following

a livestream sponsored by Skrewball Whiskey,” Jezbera
posted after the taping. “I guess this is growing up.” A
mariachi punk-inspired EP is due on January 8.
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The Best & Brightest
Drive-Thru Light Show!
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_LAST CHANCE!
Lights go out Jan. 2nd!

HolidaysInYourCar.com
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You can submit a listing, download
mp3s, watch videos, subscribe to
event alerts, get directions, and find
more information about these shows
online at SDReader.com/music.

THIS WEEK'S
SHOWS

Nick & G's:
Thursday, 6pm — Heather
Nation.

Old Town Blues Club:
Saturday, 6pm — Billy Watson
Post Christmas Extravaganza.

Online Internet Events:
Thursday, 4pm — Festmas:
Christmas Eve Holiday Special.
Free.

Friday, 4pm — Norwegian
Digital Jazz Festival Encore
Broadcast. $8-$50.

Saturday, 2pm — Bad Religion:
Decades.

Sunday, 2pm — Spreckels Organ
Concert & Holiday Sing-Along.
Free.

Monday, 5pm — Della Mae
Monday Night Hoedown. Free.
Monday, 4pm — May Erlewine:
Mondays With May. Free.
Tuesday, 3pm — Creekside
Music Hall Show with Scott
Guberman. Free.

Tuesday, 6pm — NOLA
Resistance: Live at Tipitina’s.
Free.

Wednesday, 12pm — The Dandy
Warhols: 13 Tales From Urban
Bohemia.

UPCOMING
SHOWS

Belly Up Tavern:

Sunday, Jan. 10 — Tommy
Castro & the Painkillers.
Saturday, Jan. 16 — Mustache
Harbor.

Friday, Jan. 22 — The Paladins
and the Tail Gators.

Saturday, Jan. 23 — Queen
Nation.

Saturday, Jan. 30 — Tainted
Love.

Nick & G's:
Thursday, Dec. 31 — Heather
Nation.

North Island Credit Union
Amphitheatre:

Thursday, Jan. 7 — Deadmau5
Chula Vista Drive-In Series.
Friday, Jan. 8 — Deadmau5

IMMORTAL BEAUTY

Pavarotti hurt opera

Opera, opera, opera. What are we to do
with opera? Even those who love opera
can’t agree on what it is, what it should
be, or what it could be.

I recently shared a meme on my Facebook
page. It was a picture of a cartoon char-
acter surrounded by swords. The caption
was, “Musical opinions that will get you in
this situation.”

I shared my opinion: “Pavarotti hurt
opera more than he helped it.” Swords
were drawn immediately. On and on the
string of comments went, with some acting
as peacekeepers and others as polemi-
cal paladins.

“That's the most asinine thing I've
ever heard.”

“To each his own.”

“The fach system was established by
agents in order to corner the market.”

“A degree in vocal performance doesn‘t
make you an opera singer.”

“We're failing our students.”

“Most students don‘t have the talent to
begin with.”

The fach system was my corner of the dis-
cussion. For those who don’t know, the fach
system established certain roles for certain
voice types. In the case of Pavarotti, whos
was a lyric tenor, that meant his voice was
most suited for roles such as Tonio in The
Daughter of the Regiment, and Rodolfo in
La Boheme, among dozens of others.

It also means his voice was not suited for
heavy roles such as the title role in Otello or
Calaf in Turandot. Those are for dramatic
tenors, which means Pavarotti ought not to
have sung them. My opponents disagree.

| was able to invoke the past 100 years
of opera tradition concerning the develop-
ment of appropriate roles for appropriate
voice types. My opponents either weren’t
familiar with the past 100 years of opera
tradition or simply rejected them as being
no longer valid.

BY GARRETT HARRIS

Herein lies the problem. We are all
opera fans, but we don’t agree on much
of anything.

1, for one, am close to done with opera
in its current state. Some want to blame
declining attendance on the internet, but
attendance in all other types of events has
increased. Covid-19 notwithstanding.

| believe we can find a correlation
between the rise of Regietheater and
declining audiences. Regietheater means
“director’s theater.” This means the direc-
tor is the number one artistic priority, not
the singers. It is often post-modern in
its approach, and conceptual instead of
realistic in its execution. The result is that
first-time opera audiences often feel stupid,
because the proceedings on stage make
no sense to them. People who feel stupid
and out of place aren’t going to come back,
and they certainly aren’t going to make
a donation.

For instance, a production of Wagner’s
Lohengrin has the entire chorus costumed
as mice. This was the director’s “vision” of
how to portray the people. The same pro-
duction stages the arrival of the character
Lohengrin, not on a barge drawn by a swan,
but out of the lead female character, Elsa.
She gives birth to a full-grown knight of the
Holy Grail, not because it makes sense but
because it is the director’s vision.

Regietheater in this sense has gone
beyond post-modernism and become fully
engaged in Critical Theory. Critical Theory
is deconstructionist without any sense of
context. In other words, complete idiocy.

Now that we can throw covid into the
mix, opera just might be done for in its
current form. We might see smaller-scale
productions in the future, with simple
direction, and that might be the best thing
for opera.

Will opera lovers agree on the merits of
the future? No. Of course not. It's opera.

See more CLASSICAL MUSIC at SDReader.comiclassical
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FOR TICKETS & INFO VISIT:
HolidaysinYourCar.com

Williams: Lu’s Jukebox.
Thursday, Dec. 31 — New
Online Internet Events: Year’s Eve with the San Diego
Thursday, Dec. 31 — Lucinda Symphony.

Chula Vista Drive-In Series.

professional
piercing studios

3041 Adams Ave.

1972 Garnet Ave.

San Diego, CA
619-516 %4343

San Diego,CA
858-274-9950

O APR I L

enigmapiercing.co

Thursday, Dec. 31 — Bob Weir &
Wolf Bros.
Thursday, Dec. 31 — Electric

Waste Band Live NYE from
Winstons.

Thursday, Dec. 31 — KISS 2020
Goodbye.

Friday, Jan. 1 — Spreckels
Organ Vienna Style New Year’s
Concert. Free.

Saturday, Jan. 2 — Bad Religion:
Decades.

Monday, Jan. 4 — May Erlewine:
Mondays With May. Free.
Friday, Jan. 8 — Rufus-Retro-
Wainwright-Spective Livestream.
$20-$25.

Friday, Jan. 8 — Hanson Live at
Cain’s Ballroom.

Friday, Jan. 8 — Mike Garson’s
Bowie Celebration.

Saturday, Jan. 9 — Avatar

Ages: An Impossible Concert
Experience-.

Saturday, Jan. 9 — Hanson Live
at Cain’s Ballroom.

Saturday, Jan. 9 — John
McCutcheon Virtual Tour.

Saturday, Jan. 9 — Sleaford
Mods: The Demise of Planet X.
Sunday, Jan. 10 — Hanson Live
at Cain’s Ballroom.

Monday, Jan. 11 — Athenaeum
Live: Peter Erskine, Alan Pasqua,
Darek Oles.

Friday, Jan. 15 — Rufus-Retro-
Wainwright-Spective Livestream.
$20-$25.

Saturday, Jan. 16 — Avatar
Ages: An Impossible Concert
Experience-.

Saturday, Jan. 16 — John
McCutcheon Virtual Tour.
Wednesday, Jan. 20 — Wolfheart
Studio Stream. $9.

Friday, Jan. 22 — Rufus-Retro-
Wainwright-Spective Livestream.
$20-$25.

South Bay Drive-In:
Thursday, Jan. 14 — Casbah Day
Presents: Fanboy World Premier.
$10.

Tower Bar:
Saturday, Jan. 2 — The
Picturebooks.



The skinny on
Santa

he story behind The Christ-
I mas Chronicles is so simple,
so glaringly obvious and filled
with delight, that it’s a wonder no one
thought of it until this day: a pair of
siblings surreptitiously hop aboard
Santass sleigh for the ride of a lifetime.
For those who can bear repeated wit-
ness to A Miracle on 34th Street or close
their eyes and run It
A Wonderful Life on
the lids, we introduce
a new holiday staple.

To date, no artist in the history of
cinema has fit the Santa suit quite as
convincingly as Edmund Gwenn, the
British character actor who took home
an Oscar for his performance as Kris
Kringle in Miracle on 34th St. In spite
of all its altruistic salvos, the film is
a love letter to crass consumerism.
(Macy’s is “the store that places public
service ahead of profit...and conse-
quently, we'll make more profits than
ever before”) Movie over Mr. Gwenn,
there’s a new Father Christmas in town:
Kurt Russell, a lean, keen, gift-giving
chaldean who is on a first-name basis
with the world.

The camcorder montage of Kate’s
(Darby Camp) letters to Santa that opens
the picture spans several years, start-
ing in 2006. Was the family not aware
of cellular technology and its ability to
digitally capture and preserve posterity?
They knew, but the camcorder belonged
to her dad, a fireman who lost his life in
the line of duty. It also afforded a fleeting
glimpse of a red sleeve with dingy white
trim planting a gift under the tree, mak-
ing this the first found-footage Christ-
mas movie. (Its not hard for Santa’s suit
and beard to look this grimy, what with
him piloting an open-air sleigh through
polluted skies.)

Since Dad died, Kate’s older brother
Teddy (Judah Lewis) has fallen in with
bad company: teenage car thieves who
Kate just happens to catch in the act.
With blackmail as her backup, Kate con-
vinces Teddy to join in her Christmas
Eve vigil to catch Claus in the act. Up
on the rooftop is where our adventure
begins, with a chimney-hopping Krin-
gle distracted just long enough for the
kids to stow away. Later, a startled Santa
loses control of the reins, his transport
crash landing in the vicinity of Chicago’s
Loop. The reindeer disperse, and with
his magic hat missing and his bag of toys
touching down in another part of the
city, Santa has no choice but to deputize
his two young helpers to save Christmas.

The majority of the film’s good

MOVIES

cheer — and there’s oodles of it — derives
from Santa’s interactions with the mod-
ern world. (Initiating an AMBER alert
on Santa?! Whod have thought it?) And
how many Santas have been forced to
confront their legacy? No one dislikes
their stomach being referred to a “bowl-
ful of jelly” more than this Santa, so a fat
suit on Russell was definitely out of the
picture. (Even though
they don’t call it out by
name, one wonders what
Coca-Cola — the company that intro-
duced the concept of a red-suited roly-
poly — thought of Santa snubbing their
diabetes-inducing fizzy-water.) Theres
even a jailhouse rocking musical number
that allows Russell to once again channel
his inner-Elvis.

Animator Clay Kaytis (The Angry
Birds Movie) receives the director’s
credit, but it’s Russell who gives the film
its heart and soul. Credit screenwriter
Matt Lieberman, the man responsible
for the delightful animated reboot of
The Addams Family, for plying this
clever Claus with some of the shrewd-
est, funniest dialogue ever to pass from
His Jolliness’ lips. Is there sentiment? Of
course there’s sentiment; itss a freaking
Christmas movie geared for families. But
never enough to push it in the direction
of maudlinity. The film’s sole drawback
can be traced back to producer/Grem-
lins scribe Chris Columbus. Better little
people with pointy-ears and bell-tipped
loafers than a flock of CG Stripes to do
Santa’s bidding.

My original goal was to make this
year’s sequel, The Christmas Chronicles
2, the lead review and work backwards.
But why waste the holidays trying to
drum up dozens of synonyms for awful?
There’s enough entertainment in this
picture to fuel ten sequels. When was the
last time you fell in love with a Christmas
movie? Catch the spirit. %%

—Scott Marks

Video on Demand New
Release Roundup

The Christmas Chronicles 2 —If
the original dropped like a diamond in
the Christmas stocking, this unavoidable
sequel lands like a lump of coal. Max
Lieberman, who did such a splendid job
scripting the original, appears to have
crumbled under the weight of Chris
Columbus’ (Home Alone I & II, Mrs.
Doubtfire) desire to squeeze out another
Gremlins sequel, leaving the audience
to wonder WWJDD? (What would Joe
Dante Do?) Columbus, who produced
the original, now takes director and co-

screenwriter credit. Kurt Russell’s role
as the coolest Claus on record is greatly
diminished in favor of a derivative plot
that borrows heavily from Columbus’
past glory (he wrote Gremlins) while
ripping off Back to the Future in the pro-
cess. As much as one loves seeing Goldie
Hawn back on the screen, her kindly
Mrs. C is no match for her real-life par-
amour’s (they spent the past 37 years in
happily unmarried bliss) bravura turn
as the trimmest Santa on record. The
introduction of rogue elf Belsnickel
(Julian Dennison) as the film’s prime
source of provocation proves to be any-
thing but provocative; the CG reindeer
are endowed with more character than
he. Darlene Love spinning a Christmas
tune with Kurt Claus is one of the film’s
few moments to remember. The rest is
effects-driven formlessness not worthy
of your time. Watch the original twice
and bail on this. 2020 — S.M. %

Happiest Season — Harper (Mack-
enzie Davis) invites Abby (Kristen Stew-
art) to meet her parents and two sisters,
all of whom are are operating under false
pretenses: Abby was assured by Harper
that her potential in-laws would be ac-
cepting of their “lifestyle choice}” while the
clan are firm believers that a gay daughter
has no place in a perfect family. So sayeth
her father Ted Caldwell (Victor Garber), a
city councilman running for mayor, and
his fastidiously conservative wife Tipper
(Mary Steenburgen). The young couple’s
love, so palpably creditable at the outset,
soon becomes entrenched in a sea of pre-
dictability and contrivance before ending
on a touching note. As Abby’s BFF John,
Dan Levy effectively walks away with the
picture. (When told that Harper’s parents
believe Abby to be straight, he deadpans,
“Have they never met a lesbian?”) Stewart
does exceptionally well at capturing the

The Christmas Chronicles: Kurt Russell sinks his claws into Santa Claus.

indignity involved in pretending to be
something that she’s not, simply to please
a handful of frivolous, closed-minded

potential in-laws. And what can be said
of a film in which the otherwise hair-

MOVIES@HOME

triggered Aubrey Plaza, co-starring
as Harper’s high school sweetheart,
comes off as the most grounded and
responsible brick in the ensemble?
2020 — S.M. * k%

Bros. (Replacing Astaire with
Danny Kaye was tantamount
to sprinkling Molly McButter
Buds on a lobster instead of
dipping its meat into a basin
of warm, freshly churned milk
fat.) With the exception of

Top flight
Hollywood musi-
cal or a tradi-
tion as stale as
leftover stollen?
May all your
Christmases be
brighter than
White Christmas.
For more holi-
day jeer, visit us
online.

— Scott Marks

WHITE CHRISTMAS (1954)

If you are worried and you can’t
sleep, watch White Christmas
instead of counting sheep.
Works faster than a right

hook with a bottle of Ambien
clutched in its fist. This remake
of the Fred Astaire/Bing Crosby
classic Holiday Inn was direc-
tor Michael Curtiz’s (Angels
With Dirty Faces, Casablanca,
Yankee Doodle Dandy) first
film after spending decades
under contract to Warner

VISTAYISION

White Christmas: Bing Crosby,
Rosemary Clooney, Vera-
Ellen, and Danny Kaye being
held hostage on a VistaVision
soundstage!

Find more Movies@Home reviews at SDReader.com/movies-at-home

“The Best Things
Happen When
You're Dancing,”
a number that
finds Kaye and
Vera-Ellen (a Hol-
lywood virgin
who makes Doris
Day look like
Gloria Grahame)
covering every
inch of Novello’s
outdoor eatery,
Curtiz essentially
parks his camera in the fourth
row and covers the rest of
numbers as if he were filming a
Broadway musical. Then there’s
“Snow,"” a number that finds
our quartet of stars singing
while seated in a clubcar booth.

The recording session was prob-
ably more camera-friendly than
the finished product. At best,

a meager serving of cinematic
comfort food that packs all the
warmth and integrity of a pre-
lit, flocked-white artificial fir.
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FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

Three easy steps:

1. Take a picture of what you want to be in your ad
2. Post it on SanDiegoReader.com (25-word limit)

3. You're done — you can edit or delete it any time.

You can still call in your ad (619) 450-4293 or text it (619) 272-2772
or drop it at the Reader office, 2323 Broadway, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92102

PERSONALS

A THANK-YOU TO ALL WHO
CARED Our prayers are being
answered. Our Mom Judy is so
much much better recovering from
Covid. Grateful to all, Kelly & Sarah.

BROSKI IT’S BEEN 7 YEARS
since you've passed. | sure miss
my brother. | Love You. Tell we
meet down the road. KK

CRASH You are joyful breeze
entering a room.

GOD’S WILL “The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise,

as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.” CMR

HELL KEEP THE VACUUM life
already sucks enough. I'm not
myself and can’t relax now that
you’ve shown me. that a vacuum

is all 'm worth. Maybe you could
vacuum up some ashes. Just

don’t get mad at the vacuum it still
requires human contact but you can
still control how it sucks.

LJ AND MICHELLE, Merry
Christmas to an awesome
couple....Love you guys......
Gman....No 9 in your program, No.
1in your heart, the Gman, The Man
The Myth, The Legend.

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all
those at the Amity Vista Ranch.
And Happy New Year to all the
graduates of the West facility this
year. - PJ

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO MY
WIFE (Pooh’s) | love you to infinity
and beyond. KK

MIRACLES AREN'T
CONTRARY to nature, just
contrary to what we know about
nature.

MW Thank you for reminding that
there are still honorable people in
this godforsakenworld. MM miss
you every day.

MY WIFE’S BIRTHDAY | love u
very much Arlene B... You are my
world thank you for everything even
though sometimes | can drive you
crazy... Xoxo

ONE REASON I've never read
these before, the first time | did. |

opened the reader went right here
and read. That's more of a sign |
guess.

SAY WHAT YOU MEAN and
mean what you say. And stop being
so mean.

SHAWSHANK Happy
Anniversary Baby....One year and
they said it wouldn't last...Love you
Mrs Jones.......Gman

THE SUPERNATURAL is
just the Natural which we don’t
understand yet.

WE LOVE U ST JUDE Merry
Christmas!!

IGNORANCE. is bold and
Knowledge is reserved.

SNOWSTORM Few things are as
democratic as a snowstorm

SO CALLED JUSTICES No such
thing to day as Justices, all Judges
are political appointees. Justices
use there office for to carry out their
political views.

RONNIE F. ALL MY LOVE TO
YOU. | miss you so much, baby.
I'm in quarantine with covid-19 and
have no way to get in touch with
you. Please know that | love you
very much. I'm looking forward to
being together with you soon. | love
you. Jackie G.

BAMBOOMERANG PIE We
love you oodles galore! Tamara &
Daniel.

LET’S PLAY PERSONALS
ROULETTE. I'm not perfect but
my merits outweigh my flaws. Into
SCA (the medieval pic) & a geek
of many genres. Like Socrates if
he had been into Sci-Fi. SWM 49
Looking for SWF 35+ 4 a Soc. Dist.
good time, maybe more. I'm 5'7”

& keep a consistent panda shape.
dIf_ghost@yahoo.com

GOD IS GREAT! He continues to
answer our prayers. We continue
to to be amazed. Respectfully Kelly
& Sarah.

GOD’S LOVE (CON’T) “For God
did not send His Son (Jesus) into
the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might
be saved.”

LJ PLAYHOUSE USHER TEAM
Hope you enjoy the holiday season
& have a healthy new year. Hope

to see you next season. Brian B &
Mernie.

LOOKING FOR MY HUSBAND
Michael Flitterman, please call me
at (619) 530-3169. This is your wife,
Helena Leguna. | want a divorce.

MOM WE ALL LOVE YOU so
much, stay strong and soon we will
all be together.

RUBY GIN Thanks for the films.
Brian & Bruce.

TEACHER the lost teaching of
Jesus is available for groups and
individuals. Please give me a call at
(619) 601-1827.

THANK YOU EVERYONE!
Prayers work. Our Mom is 83 and in
a nursing home, caught Covid, but
seems to be pulling through. Your
continued prayers for Judy would
be appreciated.

COVID 19 Moderna vaccine is
95% safe, yet we wait for FDA

to have their say at the cost of
many lives when all details can be
downloaded from Moderna since
November.

EVIL SUDOKU Why do you
continue to show up in every
Reader edition week after week?
You know | love it. Make my wish
come true. Jaime

STOP THE LOCKDOWNS Join
FreedomGathering dot org

FRIENDS OF JAMES HARPER
(JIM) Please call Jim’s family- Ann,
Jennifer, Jamie. (619) 917-6975
Jackie Filet, please call us.

NOTICES

LOST BLUE VELCRO WALLET
12/15 in La Mesa between
Yorkshire and Bob street. Please
Call (619) 587-5585. Thank you.

VACCINE? The Moderna vaccine
should have been approved 6
weeks ago and we would have over
20 million doses available today as
you don’t need special distribution
no issue with rock ice. Just a cold
fridge truck, but no, we suffer.

ATTENTION CREDITORS
McKennie estate 1352 S 50th
Street SD CA 92113 probate is
01/06/2021. claims are sent to SD
Superior Court or Michelle Moore
at above address. (619) 481-7599 /
shellyfox48@gmail.com

Need an Apartment Short Term?

LAk U 3 G ZAUL UPY UL JLEYY WY

Call for Daily Specials Weekly starts @ $400
Up to 15% OFF Daily Rates Call directly for more details.
Call Now
Free Continental Breakfast
i ” 2 « Free maid & linen service » Free utilities « Heated pool & spa
California Suites Hotel

Apartment prices with hotel perks

Sorry we do not accept pets.

Monthly rental maximum 2 people including children.
*Some hotel amenities included. Please call for details.

« Laundry facilities « Free parking  Microwave ¢ Refrigerator
« Easy freeway access » Centrally located « High speed internet services

5415 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.

(858) 799-0219

(just west of the 805) San Diego, CA 92117

JACOBSBOOKS.COM quotes,
lyrics, history studies and book
excerpts.

IN SEARCH OF SERGIO
NUTES LUCAS In order to serve
him divorce papers after 2.5 years
of searching for him via family and
last known address. Please contact
me if you have any idea where he
is or how | can reach him so we can
move forward and finally be granted
a divorce. (619) 915-1298

FOUND CAMERA IN LA
JOLLA Canon camera. Provide
serial number or description, lens
info, where and when you lost it.
stever1552@gmail.com

#7FOOTAPARTHIKES 6pm
Saturday Dec 26th. South Park:
holiday lights 2-walkabout. Start
Felrn & Grape (858) 571-6058 text
only.

COME WORSHIP GOD WITH
US 2002 Granger Ave; National
City, Calif 91950. Sunday 11:00am
Worship Service. Come as you
are/all are welcome. National City
Church of Christ

COWBOY THEATER Watch the
100 best B-Western movies on
COX cable, North 18 and South
28. FREE! 12 noon Mondays, 2PM
Wednesdays, 9AM Fridays.

AVIATION THEATER is now
on Youtube. San Diego pilots,
airplanes, and aviation adventures.

OVERCOMING BETRAYAL
IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM
Written by fRee SPIRIT
UNiQUe.... available now on....
iTunes, Amazon, Xlibris and
Barnesandnoble.com!!

CLASSES /
LESSONS

WRITE ESSAY | work for

a company that helps young
people cope with their studies.
We samedaywriting write essays
and many other texts. We have
only certified specialists and
professionals working for us.

BASIC PERMANENT MAKEUP
COURSE Become a certified
PMU artist just in 5 days and start
earning up to $85k per the first
year. (619) 298-7777

ONLINE SPANISH LESSONS
Hola, muchachos! -Online
Spanish Lessons with experienced
instructor. -SDSU Professor. -$25
per hour. -Materials included. For
more info, please, contact me at
thi-west@hotmail.com. Muchas
gracias! thi-west@hotmail.com

we link everyone who is interested
in robotic process automation,
intelligent automation, hyper-
automation, artificial intelligence, or
similar topics. www.meetup.com/
Munich-Robotics-RPA-Meetup/

TAI CHI AND QI GONG
CLASSES, Meditation In
Movement. First class is free.
Classes are outside and at a safe
social distance. Taoist Sanctuary of
San Diego, (619) 692-1155 or www.
taoistsanctuary.org.

YIDDISH CLASSES & EVENTS
YAAANA offers affordable Yiddish
classes and events! For more info
please visit www.yaaana.org or
contact us at info@yaaana.com and
(619) 719-1776. info@yaaana.com

FREE CODING CLASSES Free
coding classes for kids. Register
now. CODE.WHITEHATJR.

COM. Happy Holidays. support@
whitehatjr.com

PLAY PIANO the way you want
to! Pop, classical, jazz, blues,
improvise. FREE lesson/interview.
Over 40 years' experience
teaching and performing. E-mail:
Lee@L eeGalloway.com or

call: (619) 281-8118. See www.
LeeGalloway.com.

ROOMMATES

SHARE HOUSE bedroom for
rent near downtown, walking
distance to shopping, dining, bus
stops. $600 per month. Call now
(619) 394-3868.

OTAY RANCH, $1,100 Room
for rent, furnished, AC, tv, internet,
amenities, utilities included, non
smoker, no drugs, no pets. $1,100/
month, $300 deposit. Carlos

(858) 999-7980.

BAY PARK, $745 Very large ad
on back room, all furnished with tv,
refrigerator, microwave, all utilities
and WIFI included, for quiet single
person only. Located on cul de
sac close to bus station. Security
deposit $745. (858) 272-1594

SANTEE, $675 2/2 home w/
homeowner, dog. Same price
furnished/unfurnished. No kids
under 18. Pools, spas, clubhouse,
tennis. AC & heat, kitchen, W/D.
No tobacco, or add’l pets. Share
util. (619) 499-9663, phone calls
preferred.

MIDTOWN $550 separate living
room/kitchen space. 200 square ft.,
clean, cable, 420 friendly. No drugs,
alcohol, tobacco, drama. First/last.
Senior/disabled/retired/student.
(619) 528-0907

ROOM WANTED 62 yr. old young
single no family, Virgo, healthy,
never married, non-smoker, non-
drinker, clean SoCal native low
income male, high school/college
graduate. Seeking any somber

tiny room please in house Solana
Beach, Cardif, Leucadia, Encinitas,
Carlsbad, San Clemente. Dale
Hauskins (858) 401-2973

RENTALS

CHULA VISTA, $750. Furnished
room. Single occupancy. Proof of
employment required. Includes
utilities, cable/ Internet, refrigerator,
microwave. Quiet neighborhood.
No drugs, smoking, alcohol, pets.
East of |-805. (619) 840-7299.

MASTER BEDROOM IN
DUPLEX Linda Vista. Near

USD and all freeways. Nice
neighborhood. Bright, sunny, clean
and quiet. Laundry onsite. Utilities
split. Credit report and score, proof
of income and references required.
$795/month + security deposit. Text
Glenda @ (858) 232-0214

ROOM FOR RENT $500 per
month. Conveniently located
near downtown. Call now

(619) 394-3868.

SAMA YOGA is holding cl
at Kit Carson Park Escondido!
Classes are themed and
thoughtfully sequenced to an
awesome playlist made fresh each
week. All Levels Welcome. Power
Yoga with weights: Saturday’s
7:30am-8:15am. All levels yoga:
Sunday’s 8:00am-9:00am.
Bookings and inquiries:
SamaYogaSanDiego@gmail.com.

MOON ZOOM CLASSES We
meet two times a month - on the
new moon and the full moon of
each month. Let’s come together,
create ritual space, talk tarot and
astrology, and meditate. Get
spiritual @ https://www.meetup.
com/MoonZoom/

ROBOTIC PROCESS
AUTOMATION In this community,

DOWNTOWN #550-880

GREAT LOCATION!
Renovated, furnished rooms for rent.
Elevator. Close to Seaport Village,
Gaslamp Quarter, restaurants, shops,
laundry. Cable and utilities included.

720 4" Ave. * 619-233-7594

SANTEE ROOM FOR RENT
$900 NEW Female preferred
(619) 850-3264 also Master Suite
available 1300 per month

(619) 850-3264.

56 RESPECTFUL, CLEAN,
QUIET do not smoke drink or use
drugs, looking to pay monthly $400-
$500 monthly. Email rcorcilius64@
gmail.com, cell (619) 882-1677.

40-YEAR-OLD GUY SEEKS
ROOM For rent north of 8. Room
in a house wanted. | could pay it
two months advance and deposit.
$600 or less. (714) 457-7658

DOWNTOWN $573-8

Clean rooms, very comfortable,
convenient location. Historic building
near C Street Trolley. Choice of common
or private bathrooms. Utilities included.
Free cable TV, on-site laundry, vending
machines, modern elevator.

Southern Hotel
1159 6" Avenue at B. » 619-239-3308

HILLCREST, $1825. 1BD+1BA
900sqft. vintage 100 year old
upstairs unit in 4 plex on the park;
formal dining room; remodeled
kitchen with stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher; beautiful wood
floors; coin laundry; garage fit for
a horse and buggy; cat OK with
extra deposit; available now; 1632
Upas Street. Del Sol Property
Management, Broker. www.
delsolpm.com. 858-270-2071.

PACIFIC BEACH, $1595.
1BD+1BA; Crown Point area; all
utilities paid; huge kitchen w/stove,
refrigerator, garage, lawn area,
middle unit in quiet triplex behind
1934; small pet ok w/ extra deposit;
available now. 1936 Reed Ave. Del
Sol Property Management, Broker.
www.delsolpm.com. 858-270-2071.

PACIFIC BEACH, $1575.
1BD+1BA large upstairs unit

in Crown Point area; stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher; coin
laundry; parking; cat OK with
extra deposit; available now; 1448
Thomas Avenue. Del Sol Property
Management, Broker. www.
delsolpm.com. 858-270-2071.

PACIFIC BEACH, $2300.
2BD+1.5BA; close to bay with
private patio; washer/dryer hookups
in unit; parking; seconds to the

bay on Fanuel Street Park; month-
to-month lease; available now.

1311 La Palma. Del Sol Property
Management, Broker. www.
delsolpm.com. 858-270-2071.

PACIFIC BEACH, $1895.
2BD+1BA cottage in 4-plex; North
PB; remodeled kitchen with stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher, microwave;
parking; washer/dryer in unit; small
pet OK with extra deposit; available
now; 1780 Diamond Street. Del

Sol Property Management, Broker.
www.delsolpm.com. 858-270-2071.

BAY PARK, $1895. 2BD+1BA
large upstairs apartment near

bay. New plank flooring. Stove,
refrigerator, laundry room.

Water and trash paid. No pets.
(Assistance animals not considered
pets.) 4344 Ingulf Street #4. Add
Realty, (619) 232-6811.

COLLEGE AREA, $1600.
2BD+2BA apartments. New vinyl
flooring. Garage parking with
additional rent. Gated. On-site
laundry. Elevator. Centrally located,
easy freeway access. No pets.
Water and trash included. Move-
in special: 1/2 off 1st month with
1-year lease. 4828 Art Street.
Agent: (619) 298-7724. www.
allpointsrealestate.com



MISSION BEACH, $1620 1BR/
2BA ground floor apt. W&D, new
windows, floor, bathroom, newly
painted, $1620 inc. all utilities. Text
(858) 733-0770

MISSION HILLS, $1325-1550.
STUDIO+1BA and 1BD+1BA.
Stove, refrigerator, hardwood
floors. Some utilities included. No
pets. 630 W. Washington. Agent,
(619) 298-7724.

NORMAL HEIGHTS, $1375.
Cozy studio near Adams, upstairs
corner unit, newly remodeled, new
kitchen cabinets, new appliances,
new bath with new tub, tile and
lighting, wood-like flooring, on-site
laundry, water, trash and gas
included. Great location with

easy freeway access. No pets.
3355 Madison Avenue. Agent,
(619) 298-7724.

NORTH PARK, $1495.
1BD+1BA. Lovely 1 bedroom
upstairs unit, vaulted ceilings,
upgraded kitchen and bathroom.
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher,
assigned off-street parking for
one car. Water and trash paid.
3753 Cherokee Ave #8. Agent,
(619) 298-7724.

NORTH PARK, $1895. 2BD+2BA
upstairs apartment. Stove,
refrigerator, microwave, dishwasher,
plank flooring, washer/dryer, A/C,
parking space, balcony, fireplace.
No pets. (Service animals are not
considered pets.) 3751 31st Street
#4. Add Realty, (619) 232-6811.

-

HOME RENTAL - CARLSBAD/
VISTA Shadowridge community
(association neighborhood),
minutes from Carlsbad in Vista.
Monthly rental $3800. Furnished or
unfurnished. AvailableFebruary 1,
2021. See pictures/more info: http:/
www.screenprofile.com/homerental.
html. Call (818) 359-8243

3 BED CONDO RENT IN MIRA
MESA 3 bed/2 bath renovation
condo $2800 per month deposit
$2000 in Mira Mesa. In house
laundry Arguably the best location
in the complex, completely
upgraded end unit in desirable
Mira Mesa. Lives like a townhome,
no one above or below. Away
from traffic (858) 578-8801 /
rullah56937@gmail.com

MISSION BEACH 1BR/1BA
ground floor apartment W&D on
premises.New windows, floor,
newly painted, new bathroom.
$1495 +$125 all utilities. Beach
across street. Text (185) 873-3077 /
gernottrolf@gmail.com

LA MESA, $1749-2149.
3BD+2BA ($2149) and 2BD+1BA
($1749) apartments. Bienvenido a
la privada Mt. Helix! Espaciosos.
Cocina nueva. Electrodomesticos
de acero inoxidable, Casa

club. WiFi. Aire acondicionado.
Lavanderia. Garage. Balcones.
Picina. Mascotas OK. Espanol.
(619) 646-8670.

LA MESA, $1749-2149.
3BD+2BA ($2149) and 2BD+1BA
($1749) apartments. Bienvenido a
la privada Mt. Helix! Espaciosos.
Cocina nueva. Electrodomesticos
de acero inoxidable, Casa

club. WiFi. Aire acondicionado.
Lavanderia. Garage. Balcones.
Picina. Mascotas OK. Espanol.
(619) 646-8670.

WANTED WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE RENTAL Studio,
ADU, room addition. Excellent
reputation and rental history.
Single occupant. Any situation
appreciated. Ron (619) 435-5501

DOWNTOWN, $250-495. Artist
work spaces: Office or work spaces
and retail available. 636 C Street,
92101. Inquire inside (C Street Inn
front desk) or call (619) 234-4165
or (619) 269-9076. www.
jspropertymanagement.com.

DOWNTOWN, $573-825.
Clean rooms, very comfortable,
convenient location. Historic
building near C Street Trolley.
Choice of common or private

bathrooms. Utilities included. Free
cable TV, on-site laundry, vending
machines, modern elevator.
Southern Hotel, 1159 6th Avenue at
B. (619) 239-3808.

NEED AN APARTMENT SHORT
TERM? Make your reservations
now and Get $200 OFF every
month. Studio+1BA available.

Call for Monthly, Weekly and

daily specials, up to 15% OFF.
Includes: weekly cleaning service,
daily continental breakfast, all
utilities, cable (HBO), heated
pool/ spa, on-site laundry. High-
speed Internet available for
additional charge. (*Rates subject
to change/ tax.) California Suites
Hotel, 5415 Clairemont Mesa
Boulevard. (858) 799-0219. www.
californiasuiteshotel.com.

REAL ESTATE

4 UNIT APARTMENT
OCEANSIDE 2152 Via Camino
Verde, Oceanside 92054. Do not
disturb tenants. Consists of 1- 3
bedroom 2.5 baths 2 car garage;
2-2 bedroom 1.5 baths, 1 car
garage; 1-2 bedrooms 1 bath 1 car
garage. All have laundry, call for
details, low gardening maintenance.
Roof 4 years old, has a slab
problem, 25K to fix. (760) 473-9291
/ missionrealtyservices@gmail.com
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SMALL HOUSE PACIFIC
BEACH $799 Small house on
small lot, 1.5 blocks to beach in
Pacific Beach $799k

(619) 384-7330 / helensdrealtor@
gmail.com

$350,000 3 BD/2 BATH IN
SUENOS Home is in the Suefios
Del Mar subdivision located almost
across from Baja Malibu in Tijuana.
The land is 300 meters and the
construction is a little more than
300 meters. 3 bedrooms + 2 full
bathrooms. $350,000. WhatsApp
(664) 355-9556.

GROW HEMP LEGALLY

- LAND See it live here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=btOxDYOoyXA Incredible
opportunity to grow help legally in
the unincorporated area of Vidal,
just two miles north of Riverside
County lines, zoned SD-RES/RC.
CalDre 01910032 christenartino@
gmail.com

MuUSIC

EXECUTIVE MUSIC
PRODUCER looking for mellow
and honest woman age 28 to 38
text (619) 251-2729.

CELLO 4 foot tall with bow and
zippered bag, in excellent condition.
$100. (760) 598-2305

GUITARS electric and acoustic,
custom one of a kind. Call for info
(619) 448-1826.

MUSICIANS-LOCK DOWN
avoiding Covid? Perfect time to
have fun playing your favorite tunes.
Selling fakebooks in different keys.
Half price, (619) 264-3686.

LOOKING FOR DMX LIGHTING
HELP Heavy rock band is looking
for someone who understands
DMX Lighting to help us set up

our professional light system.
paulberg@sbcglobal.net

ONLINE GUITAR LESSONS
Doing guitar jams and events
for free and dedicated courses
online and with face to face
jams nationwide. See www.
theGuitarSocial.com bookings@
theguitarsocial.com

UKULELE ON ZOOM Meet
up with other ukulelists on Zoom

for the holiday season. Join our
Instagram group: https://www.
instagram.com/UkuleleOnZoom/

70S ERA MUSIC PLAYER
PIANO With bench and rolls of
music, works but needs work. Make
offer. Contact (619) 987-5682

BASS GUITAR $1100 1989
“Signature” jazz bass, ash body,
maple neck & fretboard, audere
preamp, glassy highs, gig bag, mint
condition (619) 980-6008.

BASS GUITAR $2000 1989
“Signature” jazz bass, red burst
body, figured maple neck, chrome
hardware, sadowky preamp,

MEC gold pickups, mint condition
(619) 980-6008

BASS GUITAR $900 1990’s
Schaller Rockoon(Kawai). maple
neck, rosewood finger board,
perfect red body paint, red EMG
pickups, active, 4string, Excellent
condition, no marks or scratches
with coffin bag. (619) 980-6008

MUSIC REHEARSAL STUDIO
Upscale facility, Kearny Mesa.

All rooms have individual air
conditioning, high ceilings

and 24- hour access. Monthly
rooms available. Adder Studios,
(858) 522-9505. www.adderstudios.
com.

REGGAE POP PROGROCK
FUSION professional guitarist
available for gigs, tours, recordings.
CD/Tour credits. Dale Hauskins
https://www.bandmix.com/
dalehauskins/ (858) 401-2973

UNIVERSAL SOUND Monthly
creative band musicians lock-
out rehearsal private practice
AC studios now available.

(858) 401-2973

PETS

BORDER COLLIE WANTED
TO WALK Border collie wanted

to walk cheap hourly rate. Only
charge a dollar an hour. | will walk
your border collie and ride them on
the bike. Email me. (714) 457-7658 /
tracycollinsbecky@yahoo.com

- By

DOG AND CAT CAKES The
perfect treat to celebrate with your
dog and cat. All the ingredients are
pet friendly. (619) 721-1822

DOGGIE FLOATATION UNIT
$40 Ruffwear doggie floatation
device for dogs on the go. It’s a size
XL, made w/high visibility material
with a light loop. $79.99 retail. 619
three84 five474 (619) 384-5474

ITALIAN MASTIFFS two male
cane corso ltalian Mastiffs available
(619) 614-9640.

CANE CORSO ITALIAN
MASTIFFS | have 2 males
avaliable (619) 614-9640 /
Maldonadosonial995@gmail.com

DOBERMAN/CANECORSO |
have three male and one female
doberman/canecorso puppies
avaliable sbasave666@gmail.com

POODLE/TERRIER PUPPIES
born 10/19/2020, white/beige, 4
males & 2 females $200. Contact
Gloria (619) 470-0733.

PAMPER POOCH FOR
HOLIDAYS Pampered Pooch
offers full grooming services at
great prices for the holidays! Make
your holidays merry and bright

with our festive holiday grooming
package which includes full
grooming and a Christmas photo of
your pooch. (408) 813-0440

PUG GIRL Very loyal girl. She's
not fixed and she's 9 months.
Have her shot record from Petco.
(619) 305-7273

BEAUTIFUL PERSIAN KITTENS
Beautiful pure bred male Persian
kittens available. They will be ready
around January 7. Completely
socialized and pre spoiled.

Parents on site. (858) 229-5421 /
rubygirl_84@yahoo.com

CATAHOULA Lavender Bleu

is an extremely energetic and
high drive Catahoula. Lavender is
$800. She will be 12 weeks old on
12/13. She has been de-wormed
and vaccinated in a responsible
manner. (760) 504-2530

GERMAN SHEPARDS German
Shepard puppies available.
Females only. (619) 363-4579

GOLDEN CHILD RETIC
Beautiful super golden child retic.
Female and a great eater. Friendly
once out of the cage. Text for more
infffo (760) 504-6292. $600 or best
offer.

LADY AMHERST PHEASANT
Young male Lady Amherst
pheasant. $140 each.

(760) 807-4727

GAITED HORSE | want to buy
sound, gaited trail horse. Text
(619) 438-4567

FREE TO GOOD HOME Two
Yorkie puppies, re-homiing, AKS
reg, contact me via email for more
details. jamesmark3091@gmail.
com

CHARRO SADDLE Authentic.
Mexican. Big seat, very safe and
solid saddle, complete. $200 firm,
text. (619) 438-4567

SPORTS

BASKETBALL COURT SET
Basketball court set for sale $60;
the backboard is broken but

in good condition. Please call
(619) 646-1738

BASKETBALL HOOP AND
STAND Basketball hoop and
stand - $30 (208) 283-0031

TENNIS ANYONE? Playmate
Portable tennis ball machine with

2 new batteries. The ‘Portable’
series has been designed to be
light-weight, convenient to charge,
and easy to use. Feeds at up to 100
mph! $1095 (602) 989-9893

THINKING ADULT KICKBALL?
Our kickball group is for you. We
are a seasoned group with over
200 Meetups under our belt. Want
to play? Message us at www.
instagram.com/socalkickball/

TOMOHOPPER TENNIS BALL
MOWER Tomohopper tennis ball
mower in excellent condition. $275
(602) 989-9893

WETSUIT FOR SALE Billabong
32 oscillator, full suit, XL, too big.
Will sell $200 no more no less. Call
Michael (442) 273-7295.

Everyone
deserves a
family
like yours

BECOME A MENTOR

Family Home

WOODY RESIN SURF SHOP
Woody Resin/John Gundersen.
Atlantic Surfing Magazine Founder.
East Coast Surfing Hall Of Fame
2014. 603 Garrison St. Unit A,
Oceanside, CA 92054. Real
surfers selling surfboards and surf
products. (760) 696-3393 / woody.
resin.surf.shop@gmail.com

SPORTS FACE MASKS Padres,
Dodgers, Lakers, Raiders, Giants,
Steelers, Rams, KC, 49ERS,
Chargers, fabric face masks.
Adjustable ear loops. comfortable,
washable, reusable. 3 layers 100%
cotton (619) 793-9103

BICYCLES

NEW 4 BIKE HITCH RACK A
heavy-duty all-steel construction
bike rack will easily transport up to
four bicycles. Features padded bike
cradles with hook and loop straps
to protect bike finish. can carry up

to 150 LB. Fit all cars, trucks, SUVs,

or minivans. New in box - $125
(858) 245-5183

PHATMOTO BIKE 79cc, 4
stroke. New with 3 yr protected
plan, $650 firm. (619) 972-8591 call
or text

TREK ROAD BIKE Carbon fiber.
52cm frame. New tire. Gel seat.
Wedge sack. Tire pump. Forrest
green. Runs good but needs parts.
Asking $120. (858) 847-0484 /
Limo4u87@yahoo.com

TWO VINTAGE 1960S ITALIAN
BIKES Girardengo and Olmo, all
campy, stored 40 yrs, make offer,
text to (760) 522-4669.

ELECTRIC BIKE $1200 Emojo
Wildcat Pro comes with a 750 watt
motor with 48 volts. The top speed
is 25 mph and the range is 20-40
miles. It comes with a charger and
keys. (760) 805-1635

MONGOOSE 29” MOUNTAIN
BIKE Mongoose mountain bike
with 29-inch rims, 21-speed,
and disk brakes — $220.

(858) 335-0329

SCHWINN BREEZE CRUISER
Schwinn Breeze Cruiser, $250.
(760) 583-4073.

SE D BLOCKS BIG RIPPER SE
D Blocks Big Ripper bike - $1,250
(619) 823-3436

SIXTHREEZERO BEACH
CRUISER Selling a SixThreeZero
26" beach cruiser for $250. Single-
speed, rear brakes, whitewall tires,
leather seat, and handlebar grips.
Nice and clean w/no rust. Excellent
condition retail price $375 asking
$250 OBO. (619) 313-7680

CRUISER Men'’s style mid size
cruiser bike. W /gears. Aluminum
frame $50. (619) 438-4567.

MOTORCYCLES

SOLO MOTORCYCLE SEAT
perfect for a chopper or bobber
build, only $40. Perfect condition,
was $280 new. (619) 464-6255

)
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CUSTOM SEATS FOR YOUR
HARLEY Ever since 1969, Raul’'s
been hooking up the custom work
on Harleys. Here are some
examples. Need a custom seat or
repair done on your Harley? Call/
text at (619) 721-5331 for a quote

HARLEY AND MOTORCYCLE
DECALS Decals ship laid out
on transfer tape with application
instructions ready for easy
application! (951) 667-0462

WANTED: DEAD KAWASAKIS
Wanted: dead or alive Kawasaki
bikes. Buying Z1 900, Z2 750

RS, Triples H1/H2, and more.
(818) 618-2141

AUTOMOTIVE

SEEKING USED VEHICLE
Recently disabled senior seeking
a reliable used vehicle. Appealing
to your sense of generosity and
the Principle of Abundance.

Have $1000 saved. Patrick

(775) 237-8455

2011 JEEP PATRIOT LATITUDE
4X4 4 cylinders, clean title,
without problems, current smog
and insurance, zero issues!
Mechanic proof, new tires, cold

air conditioning, heater in the

front seats, good sound system
(619) 678-7267

2002 FORD RANGER EDGE
3.0 v6, 119,500 miles, runs good,
$1,300 OBO. (619) 583-1465

California MENTOR is seeking loving individuals
just like you to support an adult with special needs.

Receive ongoing support and 51200 to 52600
a month (to cover the cost of care) for your

spare bedroom.

858-694-0120

MentorsWanted.com

Call Heather
Today!
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AUTOMOTIVE TIRES FOR
SALE 3 used tires, 50% thread,
235/75R15. Price is $55 total,
(619) 576-8196.

1975 SUPER BEETLE
CONVERTIBLE original owner,
garaged entire life. All mechanics
professionally maintain. Everything
original. All paperwork and
receipts. No rust. Beautiful. Poway,
California. Linda (858) 748-6235

2012 BUICK LACROSSE 2012
Buick LaCrosse for sale. 70,000
miles. Runs great. Leather, Hybrid,
Many extras. Serviced at dealer.
$15,000. safranalain1@gmail.com

2015 AUDI A5 QUATTRO 2015
Audi A5 Turbo Quattro with a
clean title, turbo, carbon fiber
dash kit, moon roof/leather, s-line
package, and custom exhaust.
(760) 415-1842

TR e 8T e i
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1994 BUICK LESABRE 1994
Buick LeSabre for sale. Over
200,000 miles but runs good.
Roomy, comfy and good MPG.
Best of all- no bucket seats or
center console. Just needs new
headliner. A few minor dents. Wire
wheel hubcaps available. Clean title
$3,000.00 cash. Carlsbad.
safranalain1i@gmail.com

FOUR TIRES Used only 1200
miles, p 215/60-15, paid $450,
asking $250. (858) 792-7777

FIBERGLASS CAMPER SHELL
White. For small short bed truck.
$100. Text me. (619) 438-4567

1995 GMC BANDURA 2500

high top conversion van, TV, stereo,
needs oil pump, sell as is. Has rust,
new $500 tires, gold, $1,000 OBO.
(619) 408-9517

HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR
1/l $33.25— $45.82/hour. Must
have great attention to detail and
be highly skilled with experience
performing complex construction
work. For level |, requires one (1)
year of journey-level experience

in inspection, preferably of
infrastructures, or two (2) years

of construction work experience,
including interpreting construction
plans and specifications of
infrastructure/facilities, preferably
of potable water, recycled water,

or wastewater systems; for level Il
requires two (2) years of journey-
level experience inspecting and
documenting the construction of
infrastructures/facilities preferably in
the area of potable water, recycled
water, and wastewater. Please visit
our website www.otaywater.gov for
requirements and to apply online.
Open until filled. EOE

RECYCLED WATER
SPECIALIST $34.91-$43.64/
hour. Must be familiar with annual
and quadrennials inspections for
recycled water systems and be
experienced in cross connection
control programs. Requires two

(2) years experience in any of the
following areas: utility construction,
inspection, water system operation,
construction project management,
meter maintenance/backflow,
certified landscape irrigation
auditor, or two (2) years of journey-
level experience in compliance
review and cross connection testing
of new and existing on-site recycled
water systems. Please visit our

' OIL CHANGE 515

E 4-cyl., most cars.

i Up to 5 gts. 10w 30

i Low Prices On Body
i & Frame Work, Paint,
: Mufflers & Cat

' BRAKES ror

:
. Front or rear.

550 i

+ Labor

machine extra.

REPAINT BUMPER
i OR FENDER from

each. Most cars.

195

Test Only

HEAD GASKET 100

 TIMING BELT 395 |
i 4-cyl., most cars.

GOOD PRICE IN TOWN!

& SAVE AUTO

9280 Kearny Mesa Rd., SD 92126 :
(By 1-15 off Miramar Rd. next to Holiday Inn)

858-586-6666

 USED ENGINES '8'. """""
masigsn 00"

SMOG CHECK s

Most cars, plus $8.25 cert.
Fast & convenient.

AC SERVICE

Most cars.

575
30K SERVICE 575

4-cyl., most cars.

-cyl., most cars.
lus labor

4
p

website www.otaywater.gov for
requirements and to apply online.
Open until filled. EOE

CARPET CLEANER WILL
TRAIN Carpet and upholstery
cleaner needed for east county
business. Good pay. Jeff

(161) 932-2367 / jsimica@yahoo.
com

IHHS REGISTERED
CAREGIVER NEEDED with car,
in San Diego. 8:00 AM to 1:00,

26 hours per week, 105 hours

per month. Be flexible. Includes
cooking, cleaning, shopping and
medication for elderly woman. Call
Mary at (619) 488-0822, no texts

CERTIFIED NURSING
ASSISTANT (CNA) Bella Vista
Health Center is hiring for full and
part time positions. New higher
pay scale. Experienced CNA’s and
new grads welcome. Bella Vista is
a Covid-free facility. Go to https:/
bit.ly/2KoMgzP to apply or more
info. Also can apply in person at
Bella Vista Health center, 7922
Palm Street Lemon Grove 91945.
Bellavistahealth.com

LICENSED VOCATIONAL
NURSE (LVN) Bella Vista
Health Center is hiring for full-time
positions. New higher pay scale.
Experienced LVNS and new
grads welcome. Bella Vista is a
Covid-free facility. Go to https:/
bit.ly/2KoMgzP to apply or more
info. Also can apply in person at
Bella Vista Health center, 7922
Palm Street Lemon Grove 91945.
Bellavistahealth.com

REGISTERED NURSE (RN)
Bella Vista Health Center is hiring
for full-time positions. New higher
pay scale. Experienced RN’s and
new grads welcome. Bella Vista is
a Covid-free facility. Go to https:/
bit.ly/2KoMgzP to apply or more
info. Also can apply in person at
Bella Vista Health center, 7922
Palm Street Lemon Grove 91945.
Bellavistahealth.com

ASAP IHSS REGISTERED
CAREGIVER needed with car in
Mission Valley. 7:30am-12:30pm,
25 hours per week, 105 hours per
month. Monday-Friday. Includes
cooking, cleaning, shopping,
medications for sweet lady.

(619) 269-3434

CAREGIVER WANTED Reliable,
able-bodied, for 24 hour shifts. $120
cash paid at end of each shift. No
drinking, smoking, visitors, pets,
children. mysandiegocarl@yahoo.
com

OlL CHANGE $4495

Plus tax, haz waste, & engine cover ~ most cars
shield removal fee. Up to 5qts 10w30 oil.
4 cyl. prices slightly higher on 6 &8 cyl.

SMOG CHECK $4475

Sedan only. NON STAR Smog

inspection for 2000 &up : ;85:5[):"%;
only. SUV and Trucks extra. transfer fee
BRAKES 10
Front or rear

*Plus Labor. Prices may vary
depending on make and model.

Scheduled Services
*Prices may vary depending
on make and model.

RADIATOR  $/15

or Transmission Services
*Prices may vary depending

most cars

$65

most cars

most cars

on make and model. 4cyl.
Parts & Labor s75
*Prices may vary depending most cars
on make and model. 4cyl.
STARTERS, RADIATORS, 595
OR ALTERNATORS

Plus labor. most cars. 4 cyl.

FREE CHECK ENGINE LIGHT

. Auto Wrench

Walk ins welcome. No appointment necessary!

8027 BALBOA AVE. #B&C
1-858-565-4634

REGISTERED CAREGIVERS
Immediate work. Hourly/live-in
available. Must have reliable
transportation. Assertive Care at
Home, 8893 La Mesa Blvd., Ste B,
La Mesa. (619) 466-6890.

HANDY PERSON WANTED
Dependable, able-bodied energetic,
experienced north city worker
wanted for home repairs and
cleanup. $8 per hour cash paid
daily. mysandiegocarl@yahoo.com

HAVE A SPARE BEDROOM?
Earn a competitive stipend

caring for an adult with a
developmental disability in your
home. www.MentorsWanted.com.
(858) 694-0120.

JOBS WANTED

LOOKING FOR a care giver or
house cleaning job in Clairemont
or Point Loma area (858) 505-0685.

GARDENING BY DAVID Hi,. |
am offering garden work, raking,
mowing, trimming, etc. I'm easy,
just make me an offer. | accept
cash or any major credit card.
Please call (619) 592-0882. Thank
you, David (619) 592-0882 /
GHF92565@gmail.com

P/T F/T PREP-COOK/
DISHWASHER Hi, | have 15
years kitchen experience. Never
sick never late. Get along well with
others. Please call (619) 592-0882 /
GHF92565@gmail.com

GERIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER
will shop for groceries, prepare
meals, light housekeeping, drive
to doctors, personal assistant,
companion. Call Carol @

(858) 525-1154.

FULL-TIME JOB High school/
college graduate Southern
Californian with reliable
transportation. Seeking steady full-
time employment in Mira Mesa, La
Jolla, North County. Dale Hauskins
(858) 401-2973

WANTED / TRADE

OLDER DODGE OR CHEVY
VAN Wanted. Running, registered,
smogged, decent condition. No
major problems. Text info/desired
price to (931) 637-8568. Will pay
cash!

WANTED: WASHER/
DRYER COMBO gas fired, or

reasonably priced standard units.
(760) 2917712

CASH FOR DIABETIC STRIPS
We buy diabetic strips. Local cash
pick-up. Sealed, unexpired boxed
only. Call or text (619) 535-1848.
We buy One-touch Ultra, Freestyle
Lite, Accu Check, Aviva Plus,
Contour.

TIRES WANTED Size 215, 70r,
14, or 225, 70r, 14. A set of two

or four, new or used, cheap. Call
(619) 846-4247 leave message, will
return call.

WANTED TO BUY 7 band short
wave radio with maximum fm
range. (619) 496-6693

LOOKING FOR OLD TUBE
STEREOS | am an Electronics
Hobbyist, and | am looking for
1960’s vintage, Tube Type Stereo
Components to refurbish, such as
Fisher, Scott, Dynaco, Marantz &
more. Maybe it is stashed away in
the Attic or Garage. | pay cash, so
please call Jack 619-296-3100
(619) 296-3100 / jack22@cox.net

CASH FOR OLD VIDEO GAMES
Instant Christmas cash is ready in
exchange for your old, out of date
video games buried in the garage.
(760) 877-9900

FISHING TACKLE wanted to buy.
Top dollar paid for old, new, used
fishing tackle. (619) 916-8307

I BUY OLD DRUM SETS and
cymbals. (619) 280-2075

TWO PERSON GARDEN
SWING Wanted free. Would need
delivered if needs paint that is fine
as long frame is not broke please
text (619) 631-9258.

SEEKING BUYER FOR STOVE
Wanted, need to find buyer for
florence gas stove, sold in early
50’s. Not wanting to sell now, but
want contacts. Text (619) 631-9258

TRADE TWO ANTIQUE
ELECTROLUX vacs Coors lite
or regular millers beer lighted sign
vacs need work but are complete.
Text only please (619) 631-9258.

1 BUY GUITARS AND
AMPLIFIERS (619) 806-6703

1 BUY USED GOLF CLUBS
(619) 806-6703

WANTED: OLD VW BUG,
BUS Clean out your yard and
garage. | buy parts too. Cell/text#
(619) 279-7838.

OLD STEREO EQUIPMENT
Working or not ok. Amplifier,
receiver, tuner, turntable, speaker,
microphone, preamp, or? Call or
text (619) 279-7833.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Rock & roll. | buy 1950s-1980s
concert posters, flyers, handbills,
used-unused tickets, programs. Pls
call (619) 522-0283. Private party.

AC
TOP UP
SPECIAL®49

Includes 120z R134 Freon,
check system and test
for leaks.

CASH FOR WALT DISNEY
AUTOGRAPHS, items, paper,
original animation art, old
Disneyland items, any type comics
all before 1970. No Prints or videos.
(619) 890-1390.

FISHING TACKLE Collector
wants for his personal collection
wooden lures, reels, & misc. by
Heddon Creek Chub, Pflueger,
South Bend, Shakespeare to name
just a few. Call or text pictures to:
(619) 972-3488.

STEREO GEAR/LP RECORDS
Cash paid! Vintage/ newer. Old
amps, tuners, speakers, turntables.
Mclintosh, JBL, Marantz, etc.
Prerecorded reel tapes, jazz/ rock
records. John, (619) 889-5237.

WANTED: SPEAKERS, AMPS
and other old stereo gear! The most
cash paid always! Brands like JBL,
Altec, Mclntosh, Marantz and more!
Call 1(619) 303-8031; e-mail JBL@
cox.net.

WILL PAY CASH... For
records, CDs, DVDs, and clothes.
Professional singing lessons
available. Musicians wanted. Call
Jeff Clark, (858) 382-7396.

FOR SALE

16 INCH ELECTRIC CHAINSAW
in box by Craftsman. $55 cash only,
txt 619-395-408l.

2 SKATEBOARDS, 2
SURFBOARDS Would like to sell
before Christmas. Please make an
offer. Call (619) 296-4065.

55” HITACHI TV New TV in

the box, 55 inch Hitachi class 4K
HDTV. Cracked glass, has picture
and works. $100. (805) 294-8641.

APPLIANCES Gas dryer, $50.
Refrigerator, stainless, side-by-side
doors, $100. OKeefe Merritt stove-
center grill, $150. (619) 220-6888

BLACK LEATHER BACKPACK
For sale: $20. (858) 505-0685

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR
Electric wheelchair good working
condition newer batteries. Original
price over $2800. asking $500.
Can deliver for extra charge in
San Diego. (858) 302-6376 /
dustbutcher1026@gmail.com

LCD SMART TV 65 inch. Price is
$450 or best offer. Has a three year
warranty, the brand name is Onn.
For more information, call Anthony
at (619) 755-2459. First come first
served.

MISC FOR SALE | am selling
the following items: a couple of
brand new clocks, good condition
suitcase, fancy candle holder,
folding laundry basket. you MUST
BUY these items for 40.00 obo
any and all very much interested
candidate ask for james @

$2175°

+ $8.25 cert

SMOG CHECK | TEST onLY 34175 :

+ $8.25 cert. Most vehicles. Trucks, vans & European cars extra. Must bring DMV renewal notice Limited time offer. Cars 1999 and older.

! FREE BRAKE
INSPECTION
& ESTIMATE

(both locations)

|OIL CHANGE
' & OIL FILTER

STEAM

Up to 5 gts. oil.
Most vehicles to
1995. Limited time offer.

Parts & Labor

I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 Gross Polluters
1

I

EXHA!
INSPECTION
& ESTIMATE

(Cliff Brown location)

from $2495 FREE

NEW CV AXLE from $159% |
'TR SAN DIEGO SMOG &
wwarster; NUTO REPRIR GENTER

4664 Park Blvd. (at Adams Ave.)

619-543-4828 * Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5:30 pm, Sat 8 am-3:30 pm
www.sdsmogandrepair.com

$6995

Most vehicles. With ad.
Limited time offer.

isi CLEAN

2 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU

ENGINE

TIMING BELT SPECIAL

$50 off quoted price

Recommended at 60K miles. Most vehicles. Limited time offer.

CLIFF BROWN
AUTOMOTIVE

4491 Park Blvd. (Park & Monroe)
619-297-4204 » Mon.-Sat. 8 am-5:30 pm, Sun. 9 am-2 pm
WWW. cliﬁbrownautomotive.com

30,000-MILE
SERVICE SPECIAL
from $17995 4-cyl. Most vehicles.

Service includes: ¢ Maintenance tune-up
Oil and filter change ¢ Lube chassis
Radiator coolant change
Air filter replacement e Fuel injection cleaning
Check brakes, suspension



(619) 450-7914 / j fifield31@gmail.
com

MISC FOR SALE Roundtrip
ticket in U.S. + Hawaii, $200. GE
Microwave, $25. (619) 283-8417

MISC FOR SALE Pan set: one
skillet with a top and two pans with
tops, $25; small white baby bath
tub, $5; Boogie board, $15; a long
skate board, $20; black leather
back pack, $15. (858) 505-0685

OSCILLOSCOPES Hickok
Model 5002A, used, | don’t have
the probes, selling three used
oscilloscopes for only $150.,
(760) 746-7209

RIGID ROLLING PIPE CUTTER
up to 3 inch. $25. (619) 987-5682

SCHULTZFORM SLOTFORMER
SF12 High pressure laminate
forming machine for a cabinet
maker. Purchased new for $5,000.,
used once, selling for only $2,900.,
(760) 746-7209

VINTAGE SCHWINN Stingray
parts, vintage BMX parts, redline
Hot Wheels, etc, call for info and
pricing, (619) 586-2814.

MY ENTIRE LOAD IS FOR
SALE | have everything - from
elegant men’s clothes (many never
worn) to collectibles (baseball
cards, Charger gear), old school
Comic-Con gear, Mr. Olympia shirts
as well as general housewares.
Contact me for more information.
JMR45@COX.NET

NAVY BLUE SUITCASE $35
Never used, measures 16” across
by 14” high by 10” wide, 4 zippered
pockets (one with lock & key),
wheeled, carry strap, and laptop
bag. (760) 274-4664

NEW UNOPENED 50” TV 50"
ONN TV. brand new, unopened
box with 3HDMI outlets. 3
available at $200 each, reg. $300.
JMR45@COX.NET

CHRISTMAS CHICKEN WINGS
Chicken wings plus more than

ten sauces to choose from for
your wings. A perfect treat for the
holidays! (619) 255-1697

SMOG CHECKS

LUMPIAS AND PANCIT FOR
FAMILY New pancit and lumpia
deals: $22 half tray pancit & 7pc
lumpia. $30 half tray pancit &

14pc lumpia. $36 half tray pancit
and 21pc lumpia. $41 half tray
pancit & 28pc lumpia. https:/www.
facebook.com/deliciouslumpias/
(619) 410-9264 / deliciouslumpias@
gmail.com

NEED TIRES FOR GLAMIS?
Do not miss this great promotion
that will last throughout the month
of December, if you buy three tires,
we will give you one. Call now
(619) 798-9645

PRINCESS HOUSE
DECANTERS $50 2 Princess
House full lead crystal decanters,
still in box/never used. Product
number is 0498. Each are 10” high
by 4.5” wide. (760) 274-4664

PRINCESS HOUSE ICE
BUCKET $35 Full lead crystal

ice bucket & plastic tongs, never
used/still in box, model number 874,
measures 5.5” high and 6” wide.
Please call/text. (760) 274-4664

JAZZY ELECTRIC
WHEELCHAIR Weight capacity:
600 Ibs. Top speed of 4.5 mphHigh-
performance and efficient
motorFront-wheel drive for
traversing various terrain. Key
specs: turning radius: 26.50”, top
speed: 4.50 mph, heaviest piece:
195 Ibs., battery charge distance:
15.70 miles, weight cap.

(615) 267-8322 / latinamary99@
gmail.com

WARM UP WITH BIRRIA Menu:
birria soup $2; tacos de birria $2;
torta de birria $5; quessabirria
$2.50. Located at 4154 Gamma St.

San Diego, 92113. (619) 577-9220.
10am-8pm.

12-QUART POT 12-quart pot
for just $120. If you are interested,
please call (619) 995-7726.

YAMAHA KEYBOARD Yamaha
PSR 225GM 61 Key Educational
keyboard with MIDI, Musi... https:/
www.amazon.com/dp/
BOO009W3N6/ref=cm_sw_r_sms_
awdb_imm_t1_4ZN2Fb1MFYRNJ
(615) 267-8322 / latinamary99@
gmail.com

SANTA’S CHRISTMAS
DESSERT Stuffed pastry shells
with cream, strawbetries, and
chocolate Nutella or Hershey’s
syrup. A perfect dessert for this
holiday season. Served from
10AM-8PM at 4154 Gamma St.
92113 (619) 577-9220

TIGER KING An original life-like
sculpture of a life-size tiger head
created by Charles R. Curtis, who
was an artesian to Wyland. $1150.
(858) 214-8061

STUN GUN FLASHLIGHT
COMBO (619) 850-3264 comes
with bright lights strobe light and
zapper we have $20 models and
$30 models (619) 850-3264.

SURF FULL WETSUITS or
spring, have 2-3-4 an 5 mill good
shape O’Neil, Xcel $20-40 size M
or Lg (619) 586-7736!

SS\/%>
47‘ ~\‘)

TAMALES OAXAQUENA
Tamales Oaxaquena for the

holidays. Freshly made of red pork

meat $2 each. (619) 598-7042

CHRISTMAS POZOLE Pozole
Oaxaquena -. $9 per order with

extra lemon, onion, tostadas, mole
sauce on top, pork meat, and yerba

santa alaoaxaquena@gmail.com

CONVECTION/RADIANT HEAT
OVEN works well - cash only $40.

(Mira Mesa) favod@hotmail.com

DOG BEDS HARNESSES
CUTE (619) 850-3264 all dog
beds are stuffed with cedar chips
and polyfill washable with zippers
call today jumbo dog small dog
(619) 850-3264.

EXOTIC LEATHER BOOTS
100% leather, size 9.5-10 US$250
dlls each pair. (619) 548-3410

SPEAKERS BLUETOOTH
LOUD Bluetooth speakers very
loud (619) 850-3264.

TV SMART BOX Gets every
channel on the planet Sports local
channels all movies all TV shows
pay-per-view (619) 850-3264 and

more call today $300 no cable bills

(619) 850-3264.
BEAUTIFUL FIREPLACE

SCREEN Scrolled metal fireplace

screen for sale. Bronze finish.
Brand new in excellent condition,
very clean. Get ready for the

By appt only, Plus $8.25 certificate, Year 2000 and newer.
Vans and trucks extra. Free retest when we do the repair.

OIL CHANGE

up to 4 quarts & oil filter
Most 4 cylinder cars,
Trucks extra.

*16%

e Front or Rear Axle
e Parts & Labor

 Turn Rotors / Drums

o Premium Pads
 Most 4 cylinder
Cars + tax

*129

Free Inspection

PREMIUM BRAKES J TIRE BALANGE

& ROTATION

*49

most cars

(P atic]
|

holidays, the upcoming cooler
weather, and staying at home due
to Covid. $125 cash. Oceanside/
Rancho del Oro. par21459@msn.
com

WALL MOUNTED DISPLAY
SHELVES Wood display shelf
pair for sale, light green finish.

In excellent condition, like new,
no scratches or damages, clean,
cute! Great for a cottage or
farmhouse look. $25 cash for the
pair. Oceanside/Rancho del Oro.
par21459@msn.com

WINTER SHAWLS, CAPES,
CAPS Shawls, capes, caps, and
more! Visit our Facebook page for
holiday prices, send us a message
and we will gladly assist you.
https://www.facebook.com/mex.
made.sd/ (619) 248-2853

AIR COMPRESSOR Two stage,
60 gallon rolling air compressor.
Excellent condition, extra 50 foot
hose, multiple attachments. Cost
over $1,000, sell for $300. Call
(619) 415-5080.

BED HEADBOARD AND
FOOTBOARD bed headboard,
footboard, slats and rails $100. not
sure of the bed size. contact Paul
(619) 222-0278.

BOOGIE BOARDS 2 boogie
boards $20 each. contact Paul
(619) 222-0278.

CASSETTE TAPES recordable

cassette tapes ten cents each.
contact Paul (619) 222-0278.

DRACAENA DRACO for sale
along with Alluadia, Beaucarnea,
Cardon, Dicksonia, Euphorbia
cotinifolia, Mexican fence post
and mother in law’s Chair.

(760) 945-7892, ask for Jimmy.

PAIR OF REAL WALNUT
WOOD with decorative glass
each measure Height 6'2” Width
22 Depth 19” $180 call or text
(619) 200-1254.

PET CARRIER SHERPA $20
(619) 284-7484.

SETTEE BENCH Ratan natural
beige wicker settee bench.
Measurements 42 inches wide by
18 inches deep by 20 inches high.
Like new, $75. Call (619) 339-6484

WHITE WICKER AND WOOD
over the toilet space saver with
three shelves and cabinets, good
condition. $65 call (619) 339-6488.

AUDI Q7 WHEELS PIRELLI
TIRES Set of 4 - 20 inch Audi
OEM factory wheels with Pirelli
Scorpion tires. Good overall
condition. Suitable for all 2007-2015
Audi Q7. Will also work for 2004-
2017 VW Touareg and 2004-2015
Porsche Cayenne. $2,000 for
everything. hsutron@hotmail.com

WOLFORM DRESS MODEL
SIZE 8 Wolf Form model 1989,
size 8 dress form mannequin,
lightly used, iron base, wheels,
swivel, pedal height adjustment,
$450 cash, local pickup, Carlsbad.
safranalaini@gmail.com

KNEE HIGH brown suede boots 8
1/2 $30 (858) 505-0685.

SEGWAY SCOOTER Paid $350
six months ago. Sell for $300.

SPORTS FANS CHRISTMAS
GIFTS Adjustable ear loops,
comfortable, washable, reusable.
3 layers 100% cotton. Padres,
Dodgers, Lakers, Raiders, Giants,
Steelers, Rams, KC, 49ERS,
Chargers, fabric face masks.
(619) 793-9103

1995

30K/60K/90K/120K mile

SERVICE SPECIAL

Includes: New spark plugs, engine oil,
oil filter, air filter, 1 gallon antifreeze,
suspension lubrication, tire rotation,

24 pt vehicle inspection from

Plus tax & hazardous waste fee, 4 cylinder, most cars,

149

regularly $200

prices may vary depending on make & model.

TUNE-UP & CHECK ENGINEJALIGNMENT
0"_ CHANGE LIGHT 4 wheel, toe adjustment only, most cars.

o Drain and replace up to 4 quarts of oil Jf Most cars $3 495 $3 9
from General Auto!

Y.k GENERAL AUTO REPAIR

o New spark plugs
A 1616 Precision Park Lane, San Diego, 92173 » (61 9) 430-4369

o Visual
1 year & Just off the 905 freeway * Se habla espanol

inspection
® 4-cyl.
&
warranty :‘ Must present ad prior to service. Expires 1-25-21 -' ] & e

Most cars
[

+ $5 hazardous materials fee

We offer a wide range
of seasonal checks
that will prepare your
car, truck or vehicle
for your upcoming
holiday road trips.

AC
SERVICE

29

Most cars, freon extra

+ $5 hazardous materials fee
Prices may vary depending on make & model.

GE 0707 PT 12quada( 4apvay oSa1( ues



36 San Diego Reader December 24, 2020

WORD

1

CROSS

5

6

7

8 9 10 |11 |12 |13

14

15

16

17

19

JTIM NOSNIAIT dIAVYA 020T ©

RULES OF THE GAME

1) Submit your completed puzzle to the Reader each week for
our ongoing contest. Your submission will only be counted
when you successfully complete a puzzle AND get it to us by
7:00 a.m. Monday.

2) Submit the correct answers to the puzzle along with your
name

3) Entries must be faxed to 619-231-0489 or mailed to Reader
Puzzle, 2323 Broadway Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92102; or
scanned and emailed to puzzles@sdreader.com. Submissions by
email must be attached in JPG format, maximum file size of 1MB.
Submissions that don't fit the format will not be counted or

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE

viewed. One win per person within a 4 week period.
And now for the really small print:
1) All answers must be legible and entered in the spaces
provided.
2) Late entries will not be considered.
3) We will draw 1 name from weekly puzzle submissions.
4) One entry per person per week or you will be disqualified.
5) Employees of the Reader and their immediate families are
not eligible.

Win a Reader hat or t-shirt

Across

1. "The freakin'weekend is here!”
5. Big seller of camping gear

8. Jet popular in the 1960s and
'70s

14. Texas politico O'Rourke

15. Texas politico Richards

16. Don who won an Oscar for
"Cocoon”

17. His performances on TV's
‘NewsRadio’and Comedy Central
roasts are atrocious!!

19. Fastball, in baseball

20. Fish sometimes served tartare
21. Stirring time?

22, Backup singer for Gladys
Knight

25, Her political activism is
terrible!!

27. Peace Nobelist Wiesel
29, decologne

30."Am ____brother’s keeper?”
31. His novel “The Three
Musketeers” should be banned
from libraries!!

37. Easter egg coloring
38.Friend ___ friend

39. He was absolutely O.J.
Simpson’s worst lawyerl!

47.  -Cat(winter vehicle)
48, Bother

49, | ike a steak that's “still mooing”
50. Her folk rock music cannot be
more painful to listen toll

56. Bill, the Science Guy

57.Down the road

58. Je ne sais quoi

60. "Yours truly”alternative
61. Smear campaign
commercial ... or this puzzle's
theme

65. 10-time NBA All-Star Kevin
66._____gow (gambling game
played with dominoes)

67. Sharpen

68. French impressionism
pioneer Alfred

69."___ theForce, Luke”
70.Baby

Down

1. Not yet on the sched.
2.lead-intoX,YorZ
3."____ bemypleasure!

4. Winner of four Indianapolis
500s

5. Wilson of “The Office”

6. Behind bars

7. 5quid squirt

8. Pre-Columbian Mexican

9. Modify, as the Constitution
10. Stiller's longtime wife and
comedy partner

11. Brand of probiotic yogurt
12, Best-selling PC game
released in 2000

13. Joan of Arc’s crime
18.___ Lipa (2018 Best New
Artist)

21. Swivel around

22, Wasabi-coated snack

23, Sick

24, Chart type

26. Hear here!

28. Chris Christie or Kamala
Harris, for short

32. Novelist Rand

33. Homer's TV neighbor
34. Homer's outburst

35. Area 51 sighting
36.Bryn____ College

39. Noted Chinese-American
fashion designer

40. Hangs around

41.Bring in

42, Nutritional fig.

43. Many Beethoven pieces
44, Bond creator Fleming
45."'Don'tjust give up!”

46. Slice of pizza?

47.They may be dressed for
dinner

51. Former Massachusetts
governor ____ Patrick

52, “Goodnight”girl of song
53. Number with all its letters
in alphabetical order

54. ___ patootie

55. British pop star Rita

59. Sore

61. "The Simpsons”
shopkeeper

62. "Rock and Roll, Hoochie
(1974 hit)

63. &
64. Narc's grp.

THIS WEEK’S WINNER: @ Jerry Noser, San Diego, 14.
Winners will be contacted for prize redemption.
Name:
City: State: Zip Code:
Email: Phone #

EVIL:

Win a Reader hat or t-shirt

RULES OF THE GAME

&)

5 1) Submit your completed puzzle to the Reader each week for our ongoing contest. Your submission will only

be counted when you successfully complete a puzzle AND get it to us by 7:00 a.m. Monday.

2) Submit the correct answers to the puzzle along with your name.

9 3) Entries must be faxed to 619-231-0489 or mailed to Reader Puzzle, 2323 Broadway Suite 200, San Diego, CA
92102; or scanned and emailed to puzzles@sdreader.com. Submissions by email must be attached in JPG format

maximum file size of 1MB. Submissions that don't fit the format will not be counted or viewed. One win per

SOLUTION TO LAST

WEEK'S SUDOKU
PUZZLE:

EVIL:

)

N

person within a 4 week period.
And now for the really small print:
1) All answers must be legible and entered in the spaces provided.
2) Late entries will not be considered.
3) We will draw 1 name from weekly puzzle submissions.
4) One entry per person per week or you will be disqualified.
5) Employees of the Reader and their immediate families are not eligible.

THIS WEEK’S WINNER:
Winners will be contacted for prize redemption.

@ Marian Aste, San Diego, 1.
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Name:

State:

9 City:
Email:

Zip Code:

Phone #




TIRES FOR X-MAS SLEIGH
Pay only $39 down on all-new tires
and wheels. We carry all brands
and sizes, new and used tires.
(619) 798-9645

DRONES ALL TYPES $35 NEW
Drones all types (619) 850-3264
from $11 up to $60 (619) 850-3264.

GROW LIGHT BRAND NEW 2
(619) 850-3264 to grow lights for
the price of one low electricity bill
brand new $300 (619) 850-3264.

RIGID PIPE HAND THREADER
1/2 inch, 3/4 inch and 1 inch in
metal case with handle. $50.

(619) 987-5682

CURTIS MATHIS walnut cabinet
has am/fm radio and turntable,

tv was removed nice shape. $40
please text (619) 631-9258.

MEN’S SKI CLOTHING
turtlenecks, $2 large. Descents one
piece ski suit XL, $150. Descents
one piece ski suit, large, $100. Hats
and socks, $2-$5. (619) 218-4031

ASSORTMENT OF WOMEN’S
SWEATERS for the winter. Brand
new. Sizes small to medium, solid
as well as stripes, some with
pockets and can be worn as jacket.
Please call (858) 693-3409 for
more details.

COFFEE PERCOLATOR
stainless steel 12 cup electric
coffee percolator. Brand new, great
for parties and meetings. Must sell,
$22. Call evenings (858) 693-3409

HUTCH/BAR Custom butternut
wood, rustic New England style
finish, 2 x 8 x3 inch thick top,
mirrored upper back with shelves,
chair, duel bases, one of a kind,
$2,500 OBO. Peter (802) 236-5604,
will deliver.

GATE Chain link and pipe. 2
sections. Each 5'9” wide. 6'4” long
$100 text. (619) 438-4567

PRINTER HEWLETT-PACKARD
desk jet 1000, used twice only,

like new, still in box. Ideal for

senior or student $25. Telephone
1-(858) 484-4483 bargain, buy now.

ARRIAT WESTERN BOOTS 3
pairs, 2 pairs new, size 6- 6 1/2. $50
all, text (619) 438-4567.

SERVICES

BANKRUPTCY CHAPTER 7 can
be a lifesaver. Eliminate credit
card and other unsecured debt.
Chapter 13. Save your home.

Law office of Frank D. Walker
(619) 755-2365 ask for Mel - legal
asst.

CHEAP LANDSCAPE AND
HANDY SERVICE Yard work
small or big, trimming no hauling,
handy jobs painting, auto
detailing, odd jobs, super cheap.
(619) 720-1547 / lorenzo1978g@
gmail.com

AUTO UPHOLSTERY IN TJ We

repair headliners and reupholster

seats for great prices. Our shop is
right across the border.

(664) 222-8976

CUSTOM AUTO INTERIORS
Raul’s been creating custom
auto interiors since 1969. Call
(619) 721-5331 for pricing

DUAL NATIONALITY SERVICES
If you were born in the United
States and your parents are
Mexican, you have the right

to Mexican nationality. We

can process the bi-national
process for you, with only three
requirements, we give you
your Acta Mexicana (Mexican
Certificate) and CURP, at the
end of the process. WhatsApp:
(664) 773-9264

NEED A TUB DOC? We do
bathtub, kitchen, counter, vanity,
and sink repair and resurfacing.
Have your bathroom and

kitchen look like new. Check out
the before and after pictures.
(619) 494-7644

4 NEW 16” TIRES 4 new tires,
205-55-16 for $270 and comes
w/free installation and balance
at 471 Broadway in Chula Vista,
91910 (844) 215-8674

CERTIFIED MASSAGE BY
KEVIN My rates are: $50 hr.,
$75 90 mins. or $100 for 2 hours.
| offer Swedish, deep-tissue and
sports style massage sessions.

| accept any major credit card or
cash. Call (619) 592-0882. Kevin
(out calls only). (619) 592-0882 /
GHF92565@gmail.com

FLOORS EPOXY WOOD ALL
TYPE Any type floor cleaned or
installed if you walk on it we do it
(619) 850-3264 sanding staining
concrete polishing we do it all
buffing polishing (619) 850-3264.

PROFESSIONAL RUG
CLEANERS Are you looking
for professional rug cleaners

in San Diego? Our services
include: carpet cleaning, yacht
cleaning, mattress cleaning,
upholstery cleaning. For more
details, please visit our website:
http://sandiegorugspecialists.
com/ (619) 565-0536 /
robertthomson1003@gmail.com

SHALOM 132 FREE BIBLE
CONTENT Somos creyentes del
Mes‘as Jud‘o YAHSHUA (Jesus)
guardando y obedeciendo lo que
marca la Bendita Torah (Biblia).
Jonete a nosotros. We are
believers of the Jewish Messiah
YAHSHUA (Jesus) who keep
and obey the Holy Torah (Bible).
Join us.

SOLAR LANDSCAPING Hello,
friends. | am back to offer full
landscaping services. Check my
Facebook and message me if you
have any questions. Free quotes.
(619) 928-7764

TURF INSTALL $2.49 SQ/FT
Plush, durable, and resistant turf.
Originally $3.09/sf - now $2.49/
sf. 16-year warranty, Durablade
technology, great for kids and pet
friendly, and soft to the touch.
Call or text for an estimate.

(619) 633-8386

XV, WEDDINGS, PARTIES $400
Salén jard'n is available for private
events in Playas de Tijuana in the
Jardines del Sol neighborhood.
Only $400 for your event of 100
people for 8 hours. No deposit is
required and the hours are from 3
pm to 11 pm. (664) 369-1035

COMPUTER REPAIR (PC

& MAC) Computer repair &
sales; Network. Windows &
Apple. Honest with references.
(619) 770-0011

INTER-FAITH WEDDING
OFFICIANT Inter-faith minister
avail to officiate weddings in

San Diego via zoom. $450. Pay
in advance via Google Pay or
Paypal. Call (619) 861-3339 /
thubtenpematenzin68@gmail.com

CAR STRANDED IN MEXICO?
If your car is stranded in Mexico
and you need it towed back

to San Diego — WhatsApp:
(664) 591-8976.

CERTIFIED MASSAGE BY
KEVIN My rates are: $50$ 1

hr., $75$% 90 mins. or $100$ for
2 hours. | offer Swedish, deep-
tissue and sports style massage
sessions, | accept cash or card.
Call (619) 592-0882. Kevin

(out only). (619) 592-0882 /
GHF92565@gmail.com

CLASSIC CAR AUTO
DETAILING A detail makes

a great gift. Ask about gift
certificates. We do washes,
waxes, sealers, ceramic coatings,
and interior/exterior/full details.
(619) 653-0616

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER Hi,
| have 10 tears experience as a
caregiver for elderly gentleman. |
am certified in C.P.R. and first aid.
If you are interested in having me
part-time or full-time, please call
me at (619) 592-0882. Thank you,
Kevin GHF92565@gmail.com

FREE HAULING Call for
details! Junk removal, cleanup,
demolition, etc. Free estimates.
(619) 522-4301

INFLUENCER MERCH Are you
a San Diego influencer? Print your
designs on shirts and sell-sell-sell
on the holidays. (619) 590-0101

MOVING IN OR OUT? Are you
looking for moving services at
affordable pricing? You can call at
(619) 383-5397 for a quote.

PERFECT WEDDING
PHOTOGRAPHER Budget-
friendly. It's imperative that you
choose the right photographers
so they can capture your entire
wedding on film for you to
cherish for many years to come.
seomultan@gmail.com

RAMEN NEAR CARLSBAD |
HARUMAMA Looking for the
best ramen near Carlsbad?
Harumamasd.com is the

best restaurant that offers

you outstanding ramen at an
affordable price. For more
information, visit our website.
https://www.harumamasd.com/

YIDDISH TRANSLATIONS
YAAANA, the Yiddish Arts and
Academics Association of North
America, offers affordable Yiddish
to English translation services.
For more info, please visit www.
yaaana.org or contact us at info@
yaaana.com and (619) 719-1176.

NOW AVAILABLE Lifetime,
fourth generation holistic
chiropodist (feet). Court certified
for in home care. Please call
(619) 988-7947.

RYZ GARDENING Cleanups,
weekly/monthly weeding, junk
hauling, mulch, rock installation,
tree service. Free estimates.
Pepe, (760) 547-4865.

D.J. sm event $200+ Ig events
300+. 60s-2010 rock, country,
disco, hip-hop, holiday, wedding,
slow dance/love songs, jazz,
ethnic, karaoke. (619) 933-4024.

SAN DIEGO HUNKS - YOU
CALL, WE HAUL (619) 507-4172
Junk hauling, demolition, moving
services! Lift gate, senior

citizen discount, veteran owned
business. Got junk? Call a Hunk!

LANDSCAPE DESIGN ADVOCATE
TROUBLESHOOTING TRAINING
Landscape design, redesign,
troubleshooting -Diagnostics on
the spot. Solve your problems,
improve your design, improve
your maintenance, today no
guessing! Educated trained and
experienced, 6th generation native,
6th generation horticulturalist in
San Diego County a hundred

fifty years. See my website
EdwordsHorticulture.Com for my
credentials. No guessing right

the first time. On time prepared
polite professional. | do what

the maintenance contractor and
architect don’t know how to do.
Identify the source of the problem
and fix it with several options

and price points. No sales no
installation, no maintenance, just
hardcore information to get your
property into better shape today!
(619) 402-8670

P.L. WOODEN MOBILE
NOTARY Do you need Loan
Signing, Preneed Home Going
Planning, or Notary services for
someone that is Hospitalized,

in Senior care or maybe
Incarcerated? If so, look no further.
Call P.L Wooden Mobile Notary
for all of your Notary Needs At:
(619) 867-4441

ROB’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES Residential/
Commercial/Industrial. 20+ years
experience, C10 Lic# 966537.
Guaranteed to beat any quote!
10% OFF for new clients. Call

for free estimate, and save $25
when you mention this Reader ad!
(619) 632-7770. rdickens.rd@gmail.
com. www.robselectricalservices.
com.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

SWIMMING POOL ROUTE FOR
SALE $7000/mo. gross income.
Carlsbad Oceanside areas.

Tools, training, guarantees. Jeff
(760) 593-9092

Need

FAST DELIVERY 8AM TO 2AM
7 DAYS A WEEK
All of San Diego, Chula Vista,

North County and more with
very low minimum!

Exotic cannabis strains, cheap
ounces, pre-rolls, extracts, dabs,
edibles, vapes and more!

Checkout our deals page on
our website!

COUPON CODE:
READER20

at checkout for

$20 OFF any order
over $40!

Call and ask about a

FREE MOONROCK PREROLL!
619-366-6036
www.PBMARIJUANA.com

We strive to deliver the
in San Diego County

Buy One Get One Edibles
Buy One Get One Shatter

12 grams for

$25 8th indoor flower
$35 8th exotic flower

Strike Sale! - 7gs for sso
exotic flower

5% off
complete order

*lisit our website for more
deals and specials*

$1 00 0z special
$1 50 0z special

Happy Hour 3-6pm

***1st Time Patient Deals™**
Present this ad to receive Grand Opening offers. Members Punch Program %
*¥%%$60 minimum delivery****
)4/

RusHh

FREE GIFT
With

Grand Opening purchase

Oben 9am - 9pm
619-841-9701 ¢ kushdropz.com

LE 0207 7T 2quuada(] 4apvay 0321 ues
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news of the WeilRD

Sign of the Times

= Superstitious residents of Naples, Italy,
experienced what some see as a bad omen
on Dec. 16, according to Reuters, when the
dried blood of the city's patron saint, San
Gennaro, failed to liquefy when put on dis-
play. The saint's dried blood is contained
in a vial that is brought out three times a
year in the city's cathedral, where faithful
Catholics pray for it to become liquid in a
phenomenon known as the Miracle of San
Gennaro. But after hours of praying and
a special mass in the afternoon, the blood
remained dry. Scientists have no explana-
tion for why the substance in the vial some-
times |ique¥ies and sometimes doesn't, but
Naples' Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe told his
flock not to be too concerned: "If something
needs to melt, it is the hearts of people."

Oops!

= Matt Hightower, of Overland Park, Kansas,
was home alone with his three kids in mid-De-
cember when he switched on the oven in prepa-
ration for making dinner. Inside, unfortunately,
were the family's three Elves on the Shelf, who
had been put there the night before to "warm
up" after a day of being held captive in the re-
frigerator by the "bad milk," KCTV reported.
"Babe ... I cooked the elves," Hightower con-
fessed to his wife, Chelsea, who was out Christ-
mas shopping. "Thankfully," said Chelsea, after
a frantic search around town, "Jingle, Belle and
Magic have made a miraculous recovery and
are back to their silly ways."

It's Come to This

= China's Civil Aviation Administration is-
sued updated COVID-19 safety guidelines
in early December that drew attention by
encouraging flight crews to wear diapers
and avoid airplane lavatories. Titled "Tech-
nical Guidelines for Epidemic Prevention
and Control for Airlines," the document in-
cluded information on wearing masks and
other personal protective equipment and
also stated, "It is recommended that cabin
crew members wear disposable diapers
and avoid using the lavatories barring spe-
cial circumstances to avoid infection risks,"
United Press International reported.

Awesome!

= Ray Liddell, 49, of Hartlepool, England, was
shocked when the inflatable toy Grinch he bought
for his daughter turned out to be 35 feet tall --
taller than his two-story house, Times Now News
reported. The giant turned Liddell into something
of a local celebrity as hundreds of people stop by
to see the Grinch, so he decided to put the attrac-
tion to good use, asking visitors to donate to Alice
House Hospice, where his father was cared for be-
fore dying of COVID-19. "I reckon we must have
had over 5,000 people visit," Liddell said on Dec.
7, and according to reports, he's collected more
than $13,000 for the facility.

'Tis the Season

= While children across the world await San-
ta's visit, naughty kids in some parts of Europe
have already been visited by Krampus, the
Christmas devil, a halfgoat, half-demon with

Green Coast San Diego Delivery
Greencoastdelivery.org

(619) 684-6615

- Quality and Quantity!
- We have it all and keep it simple:
Exotic - Topshelf - House

First time patient specials

ALL EXOTIC
STRAINS

Try any 5g for 40

80

Try any half ounce for $1 15

5225

Try any 10g for

Try any ounce for

Any Top-shelf ounce for %125
Any Top-shelf 14 grams for s65
Any 1g Cartridge for 525

(limit 3)
Any 1g Shatter/Crumble for 525
(limit 3)
Any 1g Diamond Concentrate for 540
(limit 3)

Standard 1000mg
Gummies San Diego’s
Favorite Edible for

s3()(Iimit 3)

ADD 7G OF EXOTIC GORILLA GLUE SHAKE FOR $10

After min for delivery is met/1 per order)

Place your order Now!

(619) 684-6615

Greencoastdelivery.org

by the editors at Andrews McMeel Syndication

horns, who, according to legend, appears on
Krampusnacht, Dec. 5, bearing whips and
chains to beat wicked children before stuffing
them in a sack and taking them away. The
Mirror reports the centuries-old tradition takes
place in Austria, Germany, Hungary, Slove-
nia and the Czech Republic and had its origin
in German and Norse mythology.

Creme de al Weird

= Kazakh bodybuilder, actor and self-described
"sexy maniac" Yuri Tolochko announced his mar-
riage to his beloved, a sex doll named Margo, on
Instagram on Nov. 25 and shared with his fol-
lowers their wedding video, in which the joyous
couple, wearing a tuxedo and a full-length wed-
ding dress, exchange vows and welcome friends
and loved ones to a reception after the ceremony,
The Sun reported. The groom identifies himselfas
pansexual and able to fall in love with "a character,
an image, a soul,” and said the two became en-
gaged a year ago, after he rescued her from some
unwanted attention in a nightclub. "Couples need
to talk less and connect more," Tolochko said.
"Margo and I realized that it takes more than
words to have a conversation."

Names in the News

= After more than 1,000 years, the Aus-
trian town of F—king is gefting a new name,
The local reported. English-speaking tour-
ists have had a field day snapping selfies
with city signs, even stealing them, and the
100 residents of modern-day F-king have
had enough. According to the minutes of
a municipal council meeting published on

Top Shelf Flower
Mix & Match

5¢’s for $55
10g’s for $100

On Select Strains

1st Time

Members

get up to
loz FREE

Flower
Select Strains

$65 Half oz
s 100 Full oz

10% OFF

ALL GEAR.
GREAT
GIFTS!

Farm Haus Cheeba Chews
Buddha or Crumble

8¢'s for $100 or Y ByPrid (THC)

Baller Bucket or
10g’s for $150 Pure (CBD)
Variety to Choose 5 for $45

=

© 2020

Nov. 16, the town will change its name to
Fugging as of Jan. 1. "l can confirm that the
village is being renamed," said Andrea Hol-
zner, mayor of the surrounding municipality.
"I really don't want to say anything more."

Speaking of ...

= Germany has also experienced a recent mono-
lith mystery, according to the Associated Press.
Local media in southern Germany reported the
disappearance on Nov. 30 of a wooden phallus
sculpture about 7 feet tall that inexplicably ap-
peared on Gruenten Mountain several years ago
and had became a destination for hikers and tour-
ists, even appearing on Google Maps as a "cultural
monument." But over the weekend, someone
chopped it down, leaving only a pile of sawdust.
Police in the town of Kempten are investigating.

More awesome!

= An unnamed North Korean man in his
late 20s told officials his training as a gym-
nast enabled him to jump almost 10 feet
high over a fence on Nov. 3 to escape
into South Korea, National Public Radio
reported. After crossing the fence, the man
evaded capture for about 14 hours before
being detained by South Korean soldiers,
whom he told he wanted to defect. Skepti-
cal officials made him jump the same height
again twice to help prove his story. Amaz-
ingly, he successfully avoided land mines
and sensors around the border.

Send your weird news items to WeirdNewsTips@
amuniversal.com.

Shatter Special i Full Gram Vape Carts
6g’s Farm Haus 5 for $100
or Smashed Co.
4g’s Smashed Co. Disposables
$100 4 for $100

High Melt
Hashish
4¢'s for $55

Full oz for $280
Limited Time

PreRolls

Shake/Trim
$10 an 02!
Buy 7 get 8th




continued from page 18
in a hospital bed at home,
cared for by my niece. Most
of her body was paralyzed.
She could only really use
the index finger of one
hand, and still she managed
to write the most beautiful
emails, letters, and essays
on her laptop with that
lone digit. Incredibly, she
never felt sorry for herself.
She became immersed in
genealogy. She read books
by the hundreds and man-
aged to never forget a birth-
day or a special occasion.
Pat wrote a book about her
life, and the various trials
she endured on her way to
becoming one of the first
Episcopal female priests to
be ordained in California.
I was with her when
we got the shocking news
that she was suffering
from Stage-4 bone cancer
last August. Less than a
week later, Patricia passed
away. That was even more
wrenching than my momn’s
death. Now there are only

three members of our nu-
clear family left. My other
sister lives in Italy and my
brother spends most of his
holidays out of state.

I have much to be thank-
ful for, and I try to remind
myself of that every day.
But after Pat died, the
whole season began to sour
for me. My daughter and
my granddaughters live
way out of state, so a phone
call must substitute for the
magic of touch and laugh-
ter. I haven't had a tree,
hung lights, or wrapped
presents in many years.

— Robco

No chimneys for Santa

It was two days before
Christmas in 1984, and it
was hot out. We had just
wrapped up a Christmas
breakdance performance
for our pops’ officemates
in one of their office build-
ings on Roxas Boulevard
overlooking Manila Bay.
We called ourselves the
Floor Masters, a group of

American b-boys reppin’
International School, an
elementary and middle
school in Manila. “Let’s
chill at the brand new
subway station,” I said to
my crew; the other five
obliged, and we strolled
to the Gil Puyat station
with boombox in tow,
bumpin’ Twilight 22’s
“Siberian Nights.”

We hoped to run into
Info Clash, a well-known
breakdance crew. But
we didn’t. So to make do
before our 9:30 pm com-
mitment to return to the
Christmas party, we found
an area with smooth floor-
ing, reminiscent of our
shared roll of linoleum.

By now, our mixtape
was playing “Jam On It”
by Newcleus.

The breakers in our crew,
including myself, Rich, Ro-
gelio, Jip, and John, bust-
ed windmills, headspins,
swipes, Tazmanian devils,
flips, and backspins. Jason,
a popper/strutter, stayed up

and waved, king-tutted,
and pantomimed.

We had a small crowd
gathering, but then a se-
curity guard yelled, “Hoy,
bawal yoon dito! (Hey,
that’s not allowed here!)”
We bolted into the train
car, and as the doors closed
behind us. I snapped back
with a grinchy Taga-
log phrase.

In the Philippines, one
of my elders said, “Santa
Claus is not coming to
town, because we don’t
have chimneys. The aver-
age temperature here in the
Philippines is 80 degrees”

Christmas traditions
there were different than
in the U.S. T attended Mass
almost every night lead-
ing up to December 24.
Then, on Christmas Eve,
wed have a feast — then
gamble. In our house-
hold, we played mahjong, a
four-player tile-based game
from China. As akid, youd
have to earn your right to
gamble with the elders. In

my case, I'd breakdance
or create comedy skits to
disrupt the mahjong mo-
notony. The adults would
tip me. I'd also remain
on standby to run to the
nearby sari-sari (store) to
buy liquor, cigarettes, or a
plastic bag filled with soda
for them. After Id proven
myself worthy, I was al-
lowed to sit in on one of the
spots if the player needed
to eat merienda or go to

the “CR” (bathroom). An-
other tradition was that we
kids could receive balato
(good luck money) when
aplayer pulled a bunot tile
and won a jackpot. I woke
up on Christmas morning,
clenching my tip money in
hand. Santa had brought
me two Beat Street movie
soundtrack cassettes for my
breaking crew. I didn’t ask
how he had come in.

— Mike Madriaga

BEST DELIVERY IN SAN PIEGO

FREE GOODIE BAG WITH EVERY ORDER

BOSS Shelf
7gs for

*100

$25 carts

3 for 560

WAX DEALS:

$25 wax............ 4 for *80
Golden Glass..... 2 for 30
..4 for 100
$20 wax............ 4 for *70

$30 wax........

FREE
DELIVERY

On $50 Orders Or More
Serving All Of San Diego

DEALS

VIP Shelf
5gs for

*60

$20 carts

3 for 550

Exclusive
7gs for

*60

Buy 1 preroll
Get 1 house
PREROLL FREE

EDIBLES:

Delivery HOURS

9AM - 9PM

(No Double Discounts)

STNDRD......... 6 for *100
Kushy Punch..... 4 for %45

BUY 2 DRINKS
GET 1 FREE

619-770-8684

highway-94-meds-myshopify.com
Best Delivery in San Diego

DELIVERY

OZ SPECIALS

35

Purple OG

200

Small Nugs Indoor

S50

Gorilla Glue

220

Exclusive

160

V.I.P. Shake

300

V.I.P.

HAPPY HOURS (12pm-3pm & 8pm-10pm)

BOSS
Shelf

for

All Edibles
Buy 2 Get 1

Must Mention Ad
Discounts.

Min $50 Purchase for Delivery

6€ 0707 7T 12quuada(] 4apvay 0321 ues
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WEED FELLAS

San Diego's Best Delivery

4 Al FTPs receive @ Top Shelf Private Exclusive 6 Vapes for Dabwiser [ 286 House $59

Reserve Shatter id She
s FREE 266 $160 § 2055230 J 286 $290 E%%‘!??ﬂk 36 $95 R0

5-item ove, Standard, Pure One,
gootiebag! | 146990 | 16$120 J 16 $140 [ St B oroe $99! || 286 Shake pd

($25 or lesser value)

En%'i'ns A1l §18 Standard 9am-11pm Everyday
20% Pre-rolls 400mg 619.317.9911 » 619.673.3638 « 619.673.3635

: Edibles Weedfellas@yah
UFFI 4/ $5[] 3/$5[] S\ aleT Spapchat: weed?‘eellaes6af9 !alnos{’zawv:needfellas 619

Weed Te
~Heed Tefls - WEEDFELLAS.NET

Ll
ElllED The Bud Depo Delivery
DEPO Ounces All Edibles §25 OR LESS,
tart t BUY 2 GET 1
MEDICAL & RECREATIONAL S gslrgf FREE 615100'

d man y more!

All Vapes

HHHSS

@ o DT X [ (5 sompay, Ifills o

2 Open 9am-12am daily For delivery, call or text
Full menu: thebuddepo.com buddeposd@gmail.com +1(619) 981-8512 + +1 (619) 981-8507
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HEAVY HITTERS KINGPEN COOKIES SHERBINSKI DIME CARTRIDGES

LUXURY PRIVATE RESERVE ~ TOP SHELF BABYLON STNDRD SMASHED  KUSHY PUNCH

€ @ @O aEo

ORDER ONLINE AT

OR TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL OR TEXT
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MID SHELF BLUE COOKIES LUXURY SHAKE
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All Vapes
$250r

Less

6/$100!

Prerolls

4/$45

. STy

Private Reserve

59/$40 oRr 106/$70 '
ExOTIC I Punch

56/$55 OR106/$95 : 100MG
SGISGSSL:)Pan 3551 30 : 5 I $ 5 0! :

Trainwreck Kushy

$59 or
56G $99

Dabwiser Shatter
16$200r56/$89
Dabwiser Crumble
16$200r56/$89
Lifted Sugar or Crumble
$30/Gor4/$99
Volcanic Crumble

$200r56/$89

' Prepackaged

5gfree | '1/g8th
Flower +

Goodie Bag 1 2,51 1 o

ALL PRIVATE
RESERVE
FLOWER

1 14G/$99 or
28G/$175

Refer a friend and
receive 100mg edible
& preroll!

i Dankwoods/

Packwoods
560 or ! Blunts

4/999

Edibles
BUY 2 GET 1

FREE

Equal value or less

Happy Hour Daily
8pm-12am

FREE 7G
Shake

[EXE = (STiliY| sTvoro Sembay, ]§~”E“7§ @omiomm (gokies 2P .o, SV

Hours: 9am-12am Daily
potmatessd@gmail.com

14315 Olde Hwy 80
El Cajon, CA 92021
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KINGPEN

(619) 635-5030
grabbuddp@gmail.com
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STOREFRONT AND DELIVERY

FREE _0Z SPECIALS B8 HAPPY HOUR

VETERANS
(12PM-3PM) (8PM-10PM)
$35 Purple OG M) P 10%
20/G Boss Shelf for...517

$50 Gorilla Glue 15/G VIP Shelf for ....
$ 160 VIP Shake 5 Grams of Exotic for..

EDIBLES

BAG $200 (Small Nugs Indoor) Buy 2 Drinks get i SENIOR

with $220 Exclusive Kushy Punch 4 for 5 CITIZENS

Purchase of $20 Wax or 4 for 1 o%
$3O or More. S$25 Wax or 4 for

eff Session Shatter.

AR A mlll FREE 1/2 0Z

FOR A FULL MENU GO TO

AR el WITH ANY

HOURS: Mon. to Sun. 9:00 am - 10:00 pm

/7.§~ Serving All of San Diego DONATION!

Free Delivery with Min. $50 Order

3700z | 599 o2 $90 for 6 for 99| 6 for 99|11 for 99/ o for °99

Specials Specials 60 Grams Brass Knuckles/ | West Cost Cure/ Cali or Exotic/ Mario’s
(Indica, Sativa, (Indica, Sativa, f Shak Big Chief + King Pen + MoonRocks / DabWood
Hybrid ) Hybrid ) 0 aKe | rReE BATTERY | FREE BATTERY Pre-Rolls Carts

All 520G Refer a Friend
1070 590 | 11 10r 590 |3 for 99| 84599 | gptters 5G/S5(0) Get FREE
Blackout Brownie/ | House Shatter/ Crumble Dr. Zodiacs Gram & Joint

Babylon Badder/ & 100 mg
1000mg cumble | 6G/9QQ) | MoonRocks Edible

2qUI3(J Loppay 0831(] Ueg

€b 00T FT T




Twas the night before... so celebrate wifh some KIND!

~ NEW CUSTOMERS

N SAVE 20%
MANKIND

New customers g;t 290/; off_ 7128 Miramar Road San Diego
their first store visit. Socome .
get a little extra holiday cheer!

™
»

* *
M id-Shelf o Veterans,

B
b
Seniors, and

Sky Walker 06 Forbidden Fruit Butter Cake 7 Disabies
28G *800z 28G*800z 28G*80 Oz > )

. v

f Top Shelf ) (Private Reserve) [ Exclusive M VIP \

28G *90 || 28G *160 || 286 $199 || 28G *300
X 14G $7()J X 14G *90 J| 14G *99 | L10G $1 ZOJ HIGH MEI]S

[ MOON ROCKS [ Moon Rocks [ )

PRE ROLL Carts Dime Carts | (Future 2020 Cars| D E LIV E RY S E RVI G E

10 for 3 for 2 for 2 for
SERVING ALL OF SAN DIEGO
$99 $99 $99 $99 NORTH COUNTY, SAN DIEGO

. J \. J \. J \.

> > < <5 < SOUTH COUNTY, EAST COUNTY
Standers || Standers Shatier || House Carts| t1p_ FREE GRAM » EDIBLE » PRE-ROLL

400MG 6 for 1000mg 3 for 5 for

8G
sgo || %99 || s99 | %99 GRINDER » PIPE & LIGHTER
J U J U J U J Refer ——- Q%?EE

a friend get

' Kushy Punch |( Exotic Shake | 'joi°  imuse Ko

(o] S

10 for $99 4 OZ for $99 Call or Text for Orders  Hours 10am-10pm ~ $gan with
. J
- 4 i

Must Show Ad for Discounts
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OPEN DAILY 9:30AM-9PM
MINIMUM $50 DONATION

SuperDuds.

ADVANCED MEDICINE. TRUSTED CARE.

ropuice ounoroe: (6191919-966

SHLNIATO VIEW EXCLUSIVE DEALS ON FLOWER, CONCENTRATES,
PRE-ROLLS, EDIBLES AND MORE!

or
—

(%] ISUPERBUDSSD.CON
(MUST MENTION AD)

OPEN 24/7 IN SPRING VALLEY!
FREE GRAM OF EXCLUSIVE!

First time patients with min.
$20 donation get a FREE gram of our best shelf!

FREE HOUSE FREE GRAM OF
PRE-ROLL HOUSE WAX

with any donation! Spend $120 and

get a free gram of house wax!
Must mention ad Must mention ad.
$10 OFF ALL

OUNCES!
Valid for all
shelves!
Must mention ad.

2 CARTS %40
BLACKOUT PRE-ROLLS 9a|.d fo§H§|

Brass Knuckles,
and Kingpen
Vapes.

BUY 3 VOLCANIC
PRODUCTS,
GET 1 FREE!

Must mention ad. Equal
or lesser value only.

2ror >15
g $20/G $25/G $30/G

4 for $45 *4G $70 4G $80 | *4G $100

FREE EDIBLE OR CART!

Buy 3 Carts or Edibles, Get 1 FREE!

Equal or lesser value only.

619-802-5351

"y 9960 Campo Rd.
: @ﬂ@ @fm Spring Valley, CA 91977

Open 24/7!

clustveDeals
%e%h jvery Serw ce Q

Check out our menu: h L @ S
WWW. exclusive-deals.co ()

619-396-6983 (San Diego)
619-396-9462 (North County)

9am-Midnight Daily ® We serve all of San Diego County!

FREE 1/2-0Z OF FLOWER!

Valid for patients with $120 min.
donation OR if you refer a friend! Must mention ad.

HERCULES 0G SPECIAL! ¢ 1 -I-H
s1 20/02 3ggram{of8ﬂower s

S.II-I(I)EEF S40/02 $3 5/02

EXCLUSIVE TOP
INDOOR 350 o  SHELF 325 o
EXCLUSIVE

SHAKE SHAKE
$ $
25 | s >9()

5 EXCLUSIVE
535 s $40

INDOOR
EXOTIC PRE-ROLLS
15

EARTH
DEMON

PRE-ROLLS
BLACKOUT

BROWNIE
(1000mg) (reg. $40!)

GOLD

SHATTER

CARTS 6 FOR 1 00

12 FOR$1 00

Mix & Match several options 2 5

MOONROCK GARTS
B

GUMMIES

5 FOR 35 (500mg)

(100mg)

5 FOR 50




Most Affordable Implant Dentist in San Diego!
Rated San Diego’s Best Implant Dentist by San Diego Magazine!

Hybl'id All-on-4 $13,999 We Are Here For You

NO MORE DENTURES! We modified our protection, disinfection and sterilization
All-ON-4 from $340/month OAC & 60 months financing

protocols for Covid-19 as early as mid-March.
Our office was open for dental emergencies during the
quarantine period, and we safely treated many patients.

Same day appointments
for dental emergencies.

You may

have dental

benefits that

expire soon.
Schedule an exam
today and use your
benefits before you

lose them!

Patient

lncludes clean,'ng
and X-Rays

*39

inabsense of
Periodont,) disease

Y FINANCING

No credit
check
required!

PREMIUM IMPLANT PACKAGE 2,499

(Strictly Limited Time) implant fixture, custom milled abutment, solid zirconia crown, free dental CT scan. Implants from $62/month OAC & 60 months financing.

IMPLANT SUPPORTED BASIC IMF;LANT PACKAGE PORCELAIN CROWNS From $499
DE3"1|1|\-,|UPF:_I;:_\SN‘-’|-VQTH NO H|D1DgE9N9FEES' BRACES FOR KIDS & ADULTS
$ RN : FROM*2 499
"o 34,900 (per jaw) inclucing 3 FREE CONSULTATIONS FOR Braces from $62/month
implants, precision attachments and denture. IMPLANTS AND BRACES. OAC & 60 months financing

Schedule Your Free No Obligation Implant, Cosmetic, and Braces Consultation Today!
Saturday Appointments Available « Se Habla Espariol

Implant offices of Dr Armin Hage DDS & Associates

DR. ARMIN HAGE

Is a Loma Linda University Graduate ¢ Is a Diplomat at International Academy of Dental Implantology

L4/ H—L_  |Smile Designers San Diego (sports Arena) University Dental (college Area)
3365 Rosecrans St, San Diego, 92110 6324 University Ave, San Diego, 92115
619-404-0061 619-319-9640
SmileDesignerSanDiego.com UniversityDentalSanDiego.com
UNIVERSITY DENTAL gnel go.com _ yo _ go
*Treatment plans vary case by case, restrictions may apply. Call office for details. Offers cannot be combined. Offers for cash patients only. For insurance patients, insurance fees apply.
SMILE DE SIGNERS Offers good through 1-25-21 ** No-Needle system cannot be used on all cases. Use of conventional anesthesia may still be required.

***Not all patients qualify for same day implants. Questions can not be answered over phone. Implant consult appointment is required. CT x-ray and bone graft not included.



