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Come Out Of
Your Shell!

The lobster is endless
at Valley View Casino!

njoy all-pou-can-eat lebsoer every night
aof the week at Valley Yiew Casina!
Plus, indulge in cwver 30 feer of seafood,
authentic cwlsine from arcund the warld and
decadent desserts. And when you josn the
Players Club, youwr first buffer is free! 5o, come
out of your shell and dig into some of aurs.
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fﬁ? VIPER’

Car alarm

--Starter Kkill, lights flash, door
protection, impact sensor with
warnaway and code-hopping

Purchase price $199
- Gift Card -$10
You pay $189

technology. Limited lifetime warranty.

Everyone is Giving Thanks This
Month for Pilgrim Andy’s

Up to 70% off Sale

Because now they can buy a bigger Turkey

V’PER Car Audio Heaven announces an incredible promotion on top-of-the-line Viper car alarms. VIPER"
Buy one of the fantastic Viper car alarms below and save up to $150 by receiving a gift card you can apply towards your purchase instantly.

. = . Blowout Deal on a New .
Receive a IVI'IPEHr pagmg Car Receive a v,mn Technology Extended Range Receive a
$10 Alarm Blowout! $150 Al(up to 1hm';le) Paglcng gar $150

arm with Remote Car Start
Instant New technology car alarm pages . Instant New technology car alarm pages you Instant
Gift Card zroilzvrlrlrfrils};?i;;:: dlSBL?ir;l}ie ngwuh Gift Card when your car is tampered with or alarm  @Qjift Card
with this display shows you v;/hich zone has ith thi is triggered. Bright LCD display shows ith thi
b y Y . . wi Is you which zone has been violated. wi IS
- een violated. Includes installation. . . . .
item. _ item. Includes installation. item.
As calculated Purc!laGS% '2":3 -SSigg As calculated Purchase price  $499 As calculated
in box at left. YI a o4 in box at left. ol - Gift Card  -$150 in box at left.
ou pay $249 . You pay $349

KENWOOD In-dash stereo

200-watt AM/FM, detachable-face CD,
iPod jack, and RCA output to add
amplifier. Authorized Kenwood dealer.

Installation charges not included. 6 9

Car Audio Heaven Announeces a SUPER SALE on The World's
Speaker Technology Leaders €85 2 and oirdiniby
Buy One Pair of Crystal Clear Sounding Component Set Midrange
and 'ﬁveﬂﬁ-& Get a Free Pair of Coaxial Speakers of Same Brand & Series

Bostons3]0 Infinity $2 29

N\

77 ¥ Super Sale on a Remote
" Controlled Car Alarm
Two (4) Button Remotes, Shock
Sensor with a Warnaway,
Flashing Parking Lights, Panic
Feature, Code Hopping
Technology

Includes install 59 9

Blowout Deal

on a 7" Motorized Pop-out
touch-screen color Video
Monitor DVD/CD/MP3
Player with front-panel
aux-in for iPod or portable
MP3 player, AM/FM radio,
remote control, rear-view
camera input.

$299

LIS

New for 2009 - Introducing a fantastic new in-dash navigation unit with a 7”
touch screen color monitor, DVD, (D, MP3 with iPod Control (cable
optional), Built-in Bluetooth for Hands-free Calling. Navigation has
turn-by-turn voice guidance, 12.3 million points of interest & Icons
for specific Landmarks. Optional satellite radio, HD radio and rear-
view camera, 6-channel 5v preamp outputs for connecting multiple

1299

/ECLIPSE

Free standard installation.

Authorized
Install parts extra.

Eclipse dealer.

Rear-View Backup
System with
Rear-view Camera
and Mirror with
Screen
Save $100 off MSRP

*99

a“ AUDIOVOX

Automatically activates
when you back up.

Lot K: Illlnlt areoke Mic
|Kiwsoks  |npul 4 Preamp
'l'-'ru-lh lll.ll:ruh for ampes

| r*;,u, —_$169

ITEM OF THE WEEK

PHASE LIMNEAR 5™ Touch Vides Sereen which
Ploys MP2/WHMA/USE/SD Card /DVD and has
o front pamel Auxilinry Inpot. Also this anit is
I-Pod Ready, has a rear camera inpot and is

e $240

Pddordiosgae. Bass Super
Sale!!!

Thundering 300-watt

with 2 composite video
oukpats. HURREY THESE
WO LAST LONG It
The World's Leader in Mobile Audio
Technology Rewards Car Audio Heaven.
We are celebrating by offering this
unprecedented Ultimate Amp Package :
vy e “jochdfod s 50000 Supeer
Poswerful Crystal Clear Mono Block
S0 W alt Bass II\.II-||.I | ll:'$269.| rl el
a Meaodfmagoe. Crystal Clear 4 Channel
r3oo-4 300 Watt amp for Free 1108

KENYOOD Huge Blowout on
a 200-watt AM/FM/CD Player
with Front-Panel iPod Input

®@®@

) 120-watt 6.5 Speakers
Save over 50%

s 3149

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

. Includes (4

12" woofer & deep bass

crystal-clear amp for

both

*149

YENWIDD 350 Watt Amp & "t finceke
Thundering 12” Woofer

Bass
System

Hurry!
Only:

*199

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

Our Window Tint

lp_Od wired : Department has
directly to tripled in size
your with outstanding
stereo quality. Rear

3 windows
Apple iPod Solutions some cars

will add sound directly to your radio. No noisy

FM modulator. JVC, Kenwood, Pioneer, Alpine,

GM, Chrysler, Nissan, Ford, Honda,

Mercury, VW, Toyota, Audi and Acura. ca" _for
Installation charges not included. pr|ce!

*99

There are shade limitations for this special

Car Audio
Heaven

El Cajon City 619-444-2021
1225 Broadway

Sports Arena 619-574-0770
3713 Rosecrans Street

Kearny Mesa 858-505-9099
8199 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard

San Diego 619-287-4422
4951 El Cajon Boulevard




LASIK

(Laser Vision Correction)

Use Your Tax-Free Flex Spending Account

> %

Payment Options

* Interest-Free Financing
(Guaranteed Approval)”

¢ VSP and Other Insurance
* FLEX Spending Account

* Military and Law

San Diego Pro Football Player Shaun Phillips Enforcement Discounts
“Having the doctors in the top 1% of the country in
your own backyard — you can’t ask for anything better.”
-Shaun Phillips, Pro Football Player

Standard LASIK All-Laser (lade-free)
Standard (Intralase)

$1Q00* $ : * *
1922~ 2699 5309 $1099

Based on financing both eyes. PER EYE PER EYE
Based on financing both eyes. PER EYE
Regularly $1500 per eye
(app. savings of $800 per eye) Regularly $2000 per eye
Per eye — any nearsighted prescription with no (app. savings of $900 per eye)
astigmatism. Additional $8 per month per eye Per eye — any nearsighted prescription
for astigmatism (or $300 per eye).
Custom LASIK All-Laser ®tlade-free) BEST

Custom LASIK|iLASIK| DEAL

*35%.>1499° $3700 $1599°

Based on financing both eyes. PER EYE
Based on financing both eyes. PER EYE
Regularly $2500 per eye
(app. savings of $1000 per eye) Regularly $2850 per eye
Per eye — any prescription (app. savings of $1250 per eye)

Per eye — any prescription

Call for a Complimentary Consultation

1-800-GET-LASIK 55270 ') r:.E:AGHOUTl
or 888-558-5143 w

\ Refractive Eye
6950 Friars Road, Suite 100 (Across from Fashion Valley Mald  GLOBAL Surgery specialist
www.GlobalLaserVision.com LASER VISION \ from Harvard
Over 50,000 Surgeries Performed to Date! Wil U University.
Se Habla Espaiiol Promo Code: RDR1119

*Financing is based on 48 or 60 months at 13.9% interest per month, depending on total amount financed (OAQ). Al offers are for new patients only with no prior history of refractive surgery. Cannot be combined
with any other offers and/or promotions. No cash value. Offer cannot be applied retroactively to prior procedures. Some restrictions may apply. Expires 12/5/09. **Down payment and processing fee required. Must
be employed for past two years. Valid state-issued identification, major credit card and checking account in patient’s name required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Call for details.

General
Ophthalmology

Do You Have Pterygium?
(¢Camosidad?)

E q'

Pterygium (pronounced tur-1J-ee-um)
is a growth on the inner corner of the eye
which could lead to irritation or astigmatism.

Our fast procedure can remove
this growth with no sutures.
Dr. Yaghouti has been voted

America’s Top Ophthalmologist
by Consumer Research Council of America.

Need Contacts
or Glasses?

We accept VSP and other insurance.

Free Eye Contact Lens
Exam Exam 375

(With purchase of frame & lenses) ¥ Includes eyeglass prescription,
Offering a variety of fitting, follow-ups, and solution kit.
desi (Toric, multifocal and gas perms
esigner eyewear. slightly higher)
New patients only. With no insurance. New patients only. With no insurance.
Savings of up to $190. Expires 12/5/09. , Savings of up to $190. Expires 12/5/09.

Routine Eye

Exam
for Evaluation of:

» Cataract * Corneal Diseases
* Glaucoma ° Dry Eye
e Other Conditions

We accept VSP and other insurance.

*90 for new patients with no insurance.
Savings of *190. Does not include prescription
for contacts or glasses. Expires 12/5/09.

€ 6007 ‘61 TOqUI2AON] Lappay 0391(] Ueg
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Free consultation on

Bankruptcy

and foreclosure prevention

Eliminate credit card debt.
Wipe out second mortgage.

1015 Chestnut Ave., Suite F2 o Carlsbad
www.thomashurleylaw.com
Free 30-minute phone or office consultation.
760-730-4610
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‘\/ SOLARIUMS®
Noy, gnat's 2" TAN/m

CAPERIENCE

the best!

iTAN was voted the
Best Tanning Salon
in San Diego for the
2nd year in a row!

TAN AND MYSTIC A-LIST SPECIAL
5 Tans for

On Level 4 High Pressure B

DEL MAR DOWNTOWN ~ ENCINITAS ~ €SCONDIDO  HILICREST ~ KEARNY MESA LA COSTA 1A JOLIA LA MESA
(858) 7929392 (619) 238-7161  (760) 942-9632 (760) 7356199  (619)298-1826 (858)492-1100 (760)431-0044 (858) 454-3873  (619) 6445714

MISSION \ALLEY | OCEANSIDE | PACIHC BEACH POWAY SAN MARCOS DU CI.Nll!JéDP{ONT urc
Coming Soon! | (760) 941-8548 | (858) 561-9060 | (858) 513-1444 | (760) 510-1997 | (619) 286-1654 (619) 276-7205 (858) 455-8422

Valid for 5 tans on level 4 and/or mystic. One time use only.
No transfers. Must present coupon. Some conditions may
apply. See salon for details. Code: PSL45TR / PSLNSTR

s v
J ANRNZZ0n

WWW.iTANSOLARIUMS.COM

£

Affordable PPO Hé;ﬂth Plans

For Individuals and Families

Age* Male Female Age* Male Female
Rates Rates Rates Rates
O ......... $220....... $220 35......... 127 ... ... 5175
1 ... $132....... $132 40......... $143....... $199
2-18 ........ @ 00000000 70 45. ... ... .. $202..... .. $225
8 60000000 78 ... .. $105 50......... $257 ... ... 5274
25 ... ... 589 ... .. $126 55.... ..., 8329 . ..., $317
30......... SHI2000 $150 60......... $416....... 5403

*Call for rates based on your age.
30 Co-pay Office Visit  Prescription Drug Card
s0 Co-pay Well Woman Exam e s30 Co-pay Preventative Care (s200 Limit)

Monthly rates effective 7-1-09 for San Diego County. Aetna s2500 PPO Plan.

California Healthquote Insurance Services
701 Palomar Airport Road, Ste. 300, Carlsbad, CA 92011 e 800-788-4678

X Aetna

CA Insurance Lic. #s: 0712596, 0706675, 0C84228
www.cahealthquoteins.com
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CITY LIGHTS

CITY LIGHTS

CITY LIGHTS

UNDER THE RADAR

Booze and bull 1n the category of
lobbying standouts, there’s both Sempra Energy’s
Heidi DeJong Barsuglia, who purportedly
mixed it up with ex-GOP assemblyman Mike
Duvall this summer (they both later denied the
hanky-panky), and Jim Cassie of Capitol Strate-
gies Group, a contract-lobbying outfit that
works for Sempra. Cassie just won first place
for “best storyteller,” awarded
by Sacramento’s Capitol
Weekly, which asked all 120
California legislators to rate
the legislature’s 1100 lobby-
ists in 13 categories. “Some
lawmakers demurred from

filling out our survey; citing

Heidi DeJong
Barsuglia

a lack of time, interest or
knowledge about the entire
lobbying corps,” CW said. “But most members
and chiefs of staff we spoke to were eager to
participate.”

In the first nine months of this year, Sem-
pra paid Capitol Strategies $96,000. Before
going to work for the lobbying firm, SDSU grad
Cassie retired in 2000 after 30 years at Sempra
and its predecessor, San Diego Gas & Electric.
Sempra became famous for its role in the 1996
passage of the controversial utility deregula-
tion bill authored by Demo-
crat Steve Peace that resulted
in the infamous Enron rate
manipulation scandal.

Well-known for his
appreciation of fine food
and drink, Cassie announced
this September that he was
starting a one-week “intern-

Steve Peace

ship” at Sacramento’s Tuli

Bistro, according to California’s Capitol, a
political website. “Lobbying has been a great
job, but there are other things I want to do
with my life. And I’ve always been interested
in the cooking part of the restaurant business,”
he said. “Barry Broad writes books, Bob
Giroux raises Shetland ponies and I'm inter-
ested in food preparation.”

Parties and politics American
Medical Response, which has lucrative para-
medic and ambulance contracts with the cities
of San Diego, Chula Vista, Imperial Beach,
National City, and a host of other local gov-
ernment agencies, gave $2000 to the county
Democratic Party on November 6. ... In days
of yore, it was illegal for political parties to
get financially involved in city politics. Not
anymore, as demonstrated by the cool $10,000
the county Republican Party sank into a so-
called member communications effort on
October 31 to oppose the recall campaign

against Oceanside city councilman Jerry Kern.
Big labor, in the form of the firefighters’ union,
has spent about $81,000 on
the effort to oust Kern in the
recall election set for Decem-
ber 8. A pro-Kern group
reported collecting $82,400.
The GOP money is in addi-
tion to that; it funds mailings

targeted to Republicans, as
permitted under state law.
According to the party’s recent
filing, contributors to its campaign kitty have
included San Francisco—based landfill devel-

Jerry Kern

oper Gregory Canyon, Ltd. ($2500); Herzog
Contracting Corporation of Saint Joseph, Mis-
souri ($5000); and the state GOP, with a total
of $45,700.

Watching the hound dog After
a delay, San Diego State University, in response
to a request under the state’s Public Records
Act, has turned over the contract between itself
and the nonprofit Watchdog Institute, the
experiment in investigative reporting over-
seen by former Union-Tribune editor Lorie
Hearn. SDSU is waiving $263.25 a month in
rentand a $157.95 monthly utility bill to house
what the contract calls an “instructional research
facility” of 175.5 square feet. In return, the
university will receive a number of services
from the institute, which will make available
its “databases to students in the School of Jour-
nalism & Media Studies for their course work,”
the October 7 contract says. The institute will
also “offer internships to journalism students,”
“invite the annual conference of Investigative
Reporters and Editors to San Diego,” and bring
“data boot camps to SDSU for advanced jour-
nalism training.”

Hearn has a deal to sell stories developed
by the institute to the U-T. Getting financial
details about the deal between the institute
and the newspaper will
require its own bit of inves-
tigative reporting, since the
institute hasn’t shared them
with the public. ...One of
ex—San Diego city attorney

Mike Aguirre’s top honchos

has found a new job as county
counsel for Glenn County,
Florida. Before working for
Aguirre, Huston T. Carlyle Jr. was GOP gov-
ernor George Deukmejian’s director of the
Office of Planning and Research and assistant

Mike Aguirre

city attorney in San Bernardino.
— Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published
in this column. Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or fax your tip to 619-231-0489.

No Cure,

No Shutdown (Yet)

By Don Bauder

fter an agonizing wait of more than
40 years, science may come up with a

treatment for lupus. But the two companies

working together on the
promising development are
not based in San Diego
County. At the same time,
a local company, La Jolla
Pharmaceutical, which has
failed to create a lupus drug,
wants to shut down but can’t
get its shareholders to
approve the dissolution.

Lupus is a life-threaten-
ing autoimmune disease
afflicting up to a million
people in the United States,
90 percent of whom are
women, mainly in their
childbearing years. The dis-
ease can attack the skin,
joints, heart, lungs, blood,
brain, and kidneys.

On November 2, it was
announced that Maryland-

based Human Genome Sci-
ences and Great Britain’s
GlaxoSmithKline may have
a drug to relieve symptoms.

year effort to develop a lupus
drug, but its shareholders
won’t vote on a liquidation
proposal. It set a special
meeting of shareholders for
October 30 to vote on the
board’s recommended dis-
solution. It was reset to
November 6, November 13,
and again to November 24,
as more than 90 percent of
shareholders still have not
cast their votes. The com-
pany needs a majority.

In February of this year,
La Jolla got the devastating

fod 1

La Jolla PFhameceutical Stock Crashes After Omig
Fails In Pivalal Clinica Trial
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It could get regulatory
approval next year and reach
a billion-dollar market.
Human Genome’s stock
leapt 26 percent the day the
news was announced.
Sadly, La Jolla Pharma-
ceutical has failed in its 20-

He Promised Investors 2% to 6% a Week Rancho Santa Fe
residents have come up with some wild frauds in the past...

Crisis Coming in Commercial Real Estate “Of the $3 trillion
of outstanding mortgage debt, $1.4 trillion is scheduled to mature...

Read Don Bauder news updates like these every day at SDReader.com

news that its lupus treat-
ment had failed. A month
later, Massachusetts-based
Biogen Idec got similar news.
Its San Diego wing had been
developing a lupus treat-
ment that also struck out.

Since 1989, La Jolla Phar-
maceutical has been work-
ing on a treatment, named
Riquent, to combat renal
flares, the sometimes-fatal
inflammations of the kid-
neys of lupus patients. This

continued on page 8
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CITY LIGHTS

Nine Miles
of Nothing

By Susan Luzzaro

c onflict has surrounded the South Bay
Expressway, the southern extension
of State Route 125, since its inception. Prior

to groundbreaking in 2003,
the privately held four-lane
toll road was opposed by
community and environ-
mental groups. Since open-
ing, riders have complained
about toll hikes, unwarranted
notices of toll evasion, and
problems with automated
toll-collection machines.
Caltrans had predicted that
162,000 vehicles a day would
travel this road by 2010. But
the South Bay Expressway
looks like a ghost road.
Where are the shoppers,

commuters, and truck driv-
ers that so desperately needed
this road?

The South Bay Express-
way traverses nine and a half
miles of eastern Chula Vista,
linking SR 125, northwest
of the Sweetwater Reservoir,
to State Route 905, which
runs south to the Otay Mesa
border crossing. The ten-
minute trip costs a car, light
truck, or motorcycle $4.50.

A three- or four-axle vehi-
cle pays double that, and a
five-axle vehicle pays triple.

The expressway’s route
and toll rates were common
threads among comments
I heard when I recently spoke
with 12 people in an East-
Lake shopping center. Some
called it the road to nowhere.
“It doesn’t go anywhere I
need to go,” said John
Markham. “T'd have to travel
out of my way to get to it.”
Others said the cost was too
much when you could get to

the same place on surface
streets. Alex Lloyd said sim-
ply, “It should be free.” One
woman, who declined to
give her name, said she was
canceling her prepaid Fas-
Trak account on principle.
She said that when she signed
up, South Bay Expressway
told her there would be no
minimum-use charge, and
now there is one.

Truck traffic is often the

CITY LIGHTS

financial backbone of a toll
road, but on the South Bay
Expressway freight trucks
are a rare sight. Jaime
Vasquez, secretary-treasurer
of Teamsters Local 542 and
a Chula Vista resident, says,
“The cost of fuel impacted
freight cost tremendously.”
Instead of adding to expenses
by paying a toll, “Compa-
nies are going to choose the
regular highway to send their

Harriet Taylor

merchandise.” Besides, says
Vasquez, SR 125, to which
the expressway connects,
“gets you over to El Cajon,
basically, but most of the
shipping heads over to L.A.
Those trucks headed for L.A.
are going to use the 5 and the
805

Easing truck traffic on I-
805 was one of the biggest
promises made, says Har-
riet Taylor, a founding mem-

South Bay Expressway

ber of Preserve South Bay,
a group that fought the toll
road. “But that has just not
happened.” Taylor notes that
the expressway “doesn’t really
take people who live in Chula
Vista’s bedroom communi-
ties to Sorrento Valley, Del
Mar, Mission Valley — it
just doesn’t take them where
the major businesses are.”
Another promise was that
the toll road would relieve
surface street congestion,
and Taylor says initially it
did in Bonita, but since the
economic downturn, sur-
face traffic has increased
again.

The toll road is operated
by an Australian outfit, Mac-
quarie Infrastructure Group.
Macquarie Infrastructure,
which is managed by Mac-
quarie Bank, bought the 35-
year toll franchise in 2003.
In 2006, a New York Times
article, titled “Turning
Asphalt to Gold,” called Mac-
quarie Bank “the envy of
Wall Street.” According to
the story, Macquarie acquires
“giant assets by borrowing
other people’s money, then
packages the assets into
funds, which are sold to
investors through public
offerings.... Along the way,
it makes a killing on fees.”

But the “Macquarie
model” came under scrutiny
in 2007, when Fortune mag-
azine published an article
titled “Would You Buy a
Bridge From This Man?” In
the story, James Chanos,
president of Kynikos Asso-
ciation and famous as an

continued on page 10
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Fair Warning
Single-Story Homes
Razed in Minutes

Ocean Beach— Demolition
of the buildings at 4868
Santa Cruz Avenue began

During the November
10 Solana Beach city coun-
cil meeting, Heather
Schlosser of the Ammy Corps
of Engineers delivered a
25-minute presentation.

According to Schlosser,
engineers determined the
correct size for the
reef is approximately
60 feet wide by 270
feet long.

Construction is
expected to begin
by 2011, that is, after
the city council holds
a public vote on the

Demolition of 4868 Santa Cruz Avenue project.

November 1. Residents
who had lived there for
years were given notice
at the end of June that
work would begin the day
after Halloween.

After at least six years
of waiting for the money
and the permits, it took
only minutes to tear down
a home. Neighbor Shawn
McGinnis said that in the
time it took him to smoke
a cigarette, the house
across from his was leveled.

Lost are the rounded
ceilings of these single-
story homes. Lost is the
mural that used to adorn
the back house. Lost is
the milk door in the
kitchen of the front house
where decades ago the
milkman would make his
deliveries.

By Casey Bollier, 11/11

Solana Reef
Sand vs. Waves

Solana Beach
mayor and local surfer
Mike Nichols expressed
concern that the design
shown during Schlosser's
presentation might nega-
tively impact the local surf
break.

“This design to me, not
being a scientist, is rather
flat and square and not
something that would be
conducive to allow waves
to peel and break in the
way you want them to,”
said Nichols.

By Dorian Hargrove, 11/16

Coastal Commission
Omission

Are They Ready for
Abbott Street Floods?
Ocean Beach — City plans
for Abbott Street and
Saratoga Avenue have
been approved by the Cal-
ifornia Coastal Commis-
sion, but one considera-
tion seems to have been

Solana Beach—In an
effort to slow ero-
sion at Fletcher
Cove, the United
States Army Corps
of Engineers pro-
poses constructing
an artificial offshore
reef. The reef's main
purpose would be
to prevent heavy storms
and high tides from tak-
ing sand off the beach and
lessening the impact high
surf would inflict on the
nearby bluffs.
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given short shrift.

There are 15 apart-
ments and four detached
buildings slated to be
demolished, including

continued on page 11
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No cure, no
shutdown

continued from page 6

was a potentially lucrative
market, because 40 to 45
percent of lupus patients
develop kidney disease.

It has been a roller-coaster
ride. Early on, the company
got a $4 million boost from
Abbott Laboratories, a pres-
tigious maker of health-care
products. La Jolla Pharma-
ceutical stock got as high
as $61.25 in 2000, before
the tech stock crash. It also
hit highs of $53.75 in 2001
and $47.10 in 2002 during
a tough bear market.

Investors and specula-
tors kept gobbling up the
stock, even though La Jolla’s
revenues were essentially
nil. In its most recent quar-
terly filing to the Securities
and Exchange Commission,
the company pointed out,
“We have never generated
revenue from product sales.”
Indeed, from its beginning,
the company built up a stag-
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gering cumulative deficit of
$423 million.

Initially, La Jolla intended
to work on autoimmune-
related health problems
afflicting people suffering
strokes, heart attacks, deep
vein thrombosis, recurrent
fetal loss, and other diseases.
But it put substantially all
its resources behind the
development of Riquent.
The company became a one-
trick pony.

This made the biotech
more vulnerable. In 1999,
Abbott pulled out. Beginning
in 2003, La Jolla stock grad-
ually declined in a sawtooth
pattern. In 1999, 2003, and
2004, when Riquent expe-
rienced problems, the stock
took big tumbles, but it
gradually recovered some
of the losses. In early 2007,
it spiked up on seemingly
good news, then receded.

In early January of this
year, La Jolla was tossed
what seemed like a lifeline:
Novato’s BioMarin Phar-
maceutical signed a devel-

CITYLIGHTS

hibit Extranmpgang of
Cutting-edpe Tefascnpes B

opment and commercial-
ization pact with the com-
pany that over along period
might produce as much as
$289 million. In one day,
La Jolla stock jumped from
75 cents a share to $1.36 on
very heavy volume. As
euphoria rose, the stock
moved up to $2.31. But Bio-
Marin gave investors a warn-
ing: its chief executive stated,
“The development history
of Riquent has been long
and challenging.”

A month later came the
disastrous news. An inde-
pendent data-monitoring
board that had been ana-
lyzing results of a Riquent
clinical trial concluded that
continuing study of the drug
was futile. La Jolla stock had
closed February 11 at $2.31
and closed February 12 at
20 cents, a swoon of 91.3
percent on volume of 37.7
million shares — far, far
more than normal. A few
days later, the company said
it would reduce its work-
force, to no one’s surprise.

CAMERAS
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La Jolla lamented, “Riquent
was our sole significant
asset.” Other drugs in the
pipeline were of minimal
value.

In September, La Jolla
issued a proxy statement.
It had considered other
strategies, such as selling
the company, but they had
been unsuccessful. “We have
terminated substantially all
of our management and
employees,” as well as break-
ing contractual relation-
ships, said La Jolla. The
company looked for “a com-
plete redemption and can-
cellation of all outstanding
shares of stock” If the share-
holders approved liquida-
tion, there would be no
more trading of the stock
anywhere.

After all debts were paid
and obligations wound
down, the stock was worth
somewhere between 2.8 and
4.5 cents a share, and, partly
because of possible lawsuits,
the stock’s value ultimately
could even be “substantially

ey
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less” than that paltry sum,
the proxy warned. The stock
drifted down from 25 cents
to 8 cents but still traded
much higher than the com-
pany said it was worth. On
Monday of this week, it was
changing hands at 7 cents.
“Sometimes [stock trading]
doesn’t make sense,” says
Gail Sloan, vice president
of finance.

In a way, this puts La Jolla
stock in the same category
as Motors Liquidation Com-
pany, which is the old Gen-
eral Motors. It contains the
unwanted assets and unse-
cured claims of the former
General Motors. “Manage-
ment continues to remind
investors of its strong belief
that there will be no value
for the common stockhold-
ers in the bankruptcy lig-
uidation process, even under
the most optimistic of sce-
narios,” warns Motors Lig-
uidation on its website. The
government also states that
the shares have no value.
But they have been trading

DON’T MISS!

Star Party Dusk to 8pm
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at close to 60 cents.
“Some people might
think there is some residual
value in the [La Jolla] tech-
nology,” says David Allen
of Fallbrook’s Palomar
Equity Research. More likely,
though, is that “it is being
played by a small number of
speculators.” Unscrupulous
brokers may be peddling it
at these prices to the naive.
Or those who have shorted
the stock (bet on its decline)
may have to buy the stock
to cover their shorts for
some technical reason. Glob-
ally, there is a “huge asset
binge” around the world as
countries, particularly the
United States, spend like
drunken sailors and keep
interest rates around zero.
Commodities, bonds, cur-
rencies, and stocks all float
upward, buoyed by the lig-
uidity. That permits stocks
such as La Jolla Pharma-
ceutical to trade well above
their value, says Allen. “There
will be a blow off,” he

warns. m
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619-235-8200

Divorcing? Try Mediation!
Avoid the courthouse and high legal fees.
Call A Fair Way Mediation Center,
619-702-9174 or www.afairway.com.

Divorce “Self-Help"” From $85

Lowest cost services since 1976— Reg. #54
Custody/Visit/Support, etc. Direct: 619-454-0994.

Auto Accident? Other Injury?
Free advice! Injury Law Center, 619-338-8230.

Got Warrants?

Compassionate attorneys who listen & fight for you.

Unbeatable Prices/Plans! Abby Ertz, Esq. 619-840-4566.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com
Call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years' IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-530-1675.

Bankruptcy Chapters 7 & 13
$300 Starts Representation

All work done by experienced Bankruptcy Attorney.
BankruptcySD.com. 619-321-8125; 858-335-1162.

Divorce/Custody/Support

Affordable rates. Free 30-minute consultation.

Military discounts. Happ Law Group P.C. 619-906-5800.

Ch 7 Bankruptcy $1099
Complete Includes Filing Fee

Debt relief agency. Free Consultation. Payment plans
available. 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday; and 9am-5pm,
Saturdays. Over 9 years of experience. Se habla
Espanol. Attorney Roger Stacy, 619-253-8141.

www.bankruptcysd.com

Free Attorney Consult
858-335-1162, 619-233-4415.

Experienced Tax Attorney
Master of Laws in Taxation. Solution to IRS, FTB, EDD

and SBOE problems. Audits, Collections, Levies & Offers.

Free consult. Atty. Ronson Shamoun, 619-595-1655,
www.|RSsolution.com.

Quick & E-Z Divorce $69.95/up

15 years' experience. Thousands of completed divorces.
Issues: Child custody, support, property. 24/7 service.
QuickandE-ZDivorce.com. 619-793-6796.

Facing A Foreclosure?
File 7 or 13 Bankruptcy

Save your home or wipe out negative equity.
Free consultation with experienced attorney.
619-321-8125, 858-335-1162. BankruptcySD.com.

Divorce Easy $79-Up
Affordable Legal Assistance, 619-479-4527.

Traffic Tickets?

Don't pay. Hire an attorney to fight for $100.
No attorney fee if ticket not dismissed.
Contact Law Offices of Elizabeth Aronson,
760-685-8242 or SanDiegoTrafficTickets.com.

Low Cost Divorce— Support
Custody, easy payments, online divorce available.
MC/Visa. #7. www.Legal-Choices.com. 619-593-6000.

Eliminate Debt, Boost Credit!

Without bankruptcy or settlement. Free analysis!
Call Fred, 760-400-6196, Ext 1. or www.acgllc.net.

$800 Bankruptcy All SD

Haffar & Associates, 619-318-9324. HaffarLaw.com.

ELIMINATE YOUR DEBTS & 2ND MORTGAGE!
Bankruptcy

Immigration
Divorce

We speak Spanish,
Tagalog & Kapampangan

Real Estate

We’re not the cheapest, we’re the best!
Excellent payment plans available © 17 years’ experience

Law Offices of Kenneth M. Cooke

A Debt Relief Agency

Call: 619-425-5231

or e-mail: pedro11cabral@yahoo.com

Ch. 7 Bankruptcy From $699

Free consult from Attorney V. Renda, 858-232-4000.

Can Bankruptcy Help Me?
Wipe Out Debt, Start Fresh

Free case evaluation. Flexible payment plans.
Over 10 years' experience. Se Habla Espanol.
www.medina-lawgroup.com. Call today 619-517-4553.

$800 Bankruptcy E. County

Haffar & Associates, 619-318-9324. HaffarLaw.com.

Sexually Harassed at Work?
Hostile Work Environment?
Discriminated Against?
Wrongful Termination?
Unpaid Overtime?

We are experienced in representing employees
and will vigorously defend your rights.

All too often, employees will ignore an

unfair work situation, or will wait too long

after a violation has occurred. Don't let

this happen to you! Call Attorney Michael
Sousa today for a free, no obligation
consultation. 858-453-6122 x15.

Aggressive Family Attorney

Experienced in Divorce
Divorce, custody, support, property, paternity.
Call 619-542-1100. www.RochaFamilyLaw.com.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanors/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

Wipe Out 2nd Mortgages
File Chapter 13 Bankruptcy

All work done by attorneys with 20 years'
experience. 858-335-1162.

Car Repo'd Or About To Be?

Call now to save it! 619-544-0669.

Bankruptcy?? Only $800
Attorney's Fees

for unsecured debt. 24 years' experience.
This combo can't be beat. 619-544-0669.

Aggressive Female Attorney
Criminal/Family Law. Melissa S. Lubin, 619-232-2900.

LU b & e

Lasraes &

You Can Make More Money and Get a
MEDICAL

$999 Chapter 7 Bankruptcy

Includes Court Fees
Attorney rep. $100 starts. Asaph Abrams, Esq.
Free consultation. BankonitSD.com. 858-344-0500.

Stop Home Foreclosure
Ch. 13 Bankruptcy or
Loan Modification

All work done by experienced attorneys with practice
limited to bankruptcy mortgage laws. 858-335-1162.

Hypnosis-The Easiest Way
To quit smoking. Call Merrill at the Psych Assist
Hypnotherapy Clinic, 619-579-2100.

El Cajon Bankruptcy Law Firm
Free consult. 619-794-0461, 619bankruptcy.com.

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans.
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Lose Inches In Hours: lono-Trim
20% discount with mention of this ad. Sean Daneshmand, M.D.,
FACOG. Ageless & Beautiful Medical Spa. Call 888-281-7635.

Criminal Defense
We get off on getting you off! Free consult.
Law Offices of Ansari & Hanika. 619-787-0604.

DUI Defense Attorney

Experienced. Aggressive. Avoid court. Free consult.
Foldenauer Law, 619-564-8877. Visa/MC/Amex.

Start Your Credit Fresh

Bankruptcy made easy. bankruptcysd.com, 858-335-1162.

Bankruptcy 619-696-7444

Free consultation, Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Expired Gift Cards/
Certificates

If you have an expired gift card or gift certificate,
you may have legal rights. Call 619-239-1300.

Criminal Defense Attorney
Little or no money down, affordable payments.
Superior Law Center. 888-205-8961.

Bankruptcy: 7, 11, 13

Sound advice; reasonable fee. Payment plans available.
C. McLaughlin, Esq. Call 760-431-2200, 619-295-1300.

Better Job
S

COMPUTERS

IRS Tax Solutions!

Stephen Jackman, Tax Consultant.
619-225-9854 or skjtax@earthlink.net.

Tax Problems Solved!
Current and back taxes, offers-in-compromise, more.
Low flat fees. www.tbiadvisory.com or 858-454-9031.

Bankruptcy 760-944-0841

Free consultation with Attorney David Wiese.

Hypnosis— All Issues!
Smoking, weight, habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.
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Bankruptcy- Ch. 7, 11 & 13

Free consultation. Honest advice from an attorney.
A debt relief agency. Avatarlegal.com, 858-793-9880.

A-1 Self Storage

We Serve Your Storage Needs!
Wide variety of sizes. 16 convenient locations. Individual
door alarms. Boxes and moving supplies. Open 7 days a
week & walk-ins are welcome! www.a1storage.com.
619-573-6979.

Free Criminal Defense Clinic
Best free legal service in San Diego. Learn more
at www.sddefensecounsel.com or call 888-233-5446.

Accident? Injury?
Get the compensation you deserve.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Bankruptcy Attorney 7, 13

Stop Lawsuits & Repossessions
Call to speak to attorney. Debt Relief Agency.
858-335-1162. BankruptcySD.com.

No Recovery Means No Fee!
Contingency Attorney Can Help

If you're injured in an accident, mistreated at work

or need help with a contract or insurance claim,

we'll fight for you! We're experienced and aggressive.
Consultation is free, so what have you got to lose?
Don't hesitate, call us today: 619-239-1300; e-mail:
morris@sandiegolegal.com. Morris and Associates.
Personal Injury, Sexual Harassment, Business Litigation.

Bankruptcy, Fast Divorce

We answer the phone— Talk to a lawyer— 8am-7pm.
Low down payments— Same day filing— Free advice.
FixedPriceLegalCenters.com (sm). 800-993-1998.

Bankruptcy— Low As $750

Free Consult— Al Gross, Esq.
888-FAIR-PRICE (888-324-7774). AskAttorneyAl.com.

Skydive San Diego

Scenic views of the ocean, downtown, the
mountains and more! Bring this ad for free video
of your skydive on Sunday! Expires 11/30/09.
619-216-8416. www.SkydiveSanDiego.com.

Free Bankruptcy Consult
Direct with Attorney Thomas Shanner. Fast, easy,
Affordable. 619-232-3057, www.shannerlaw.com.

Simple Divorce $149
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 760-722-8200.

Affordable Legal Services
Do you need help with a criminal or civic matter?
Call Attorney Mark G. Spencer at 619-233-8610.

Divorce, Custody, Support
Law Office of Denise E. Oxley, Esq.
Call 858-486-4823.

619Bankruptcy.com
Bankruptcy law firm. Free phone/in-office consult.
Weekend/evening appointments OK. 619-794-0461.

Don't Let IRS Ruin Your Life!
Peace of mind is within your reach!

Call 1-877-FIXABLE (24 hours) for recorded
message and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
858-292-0700, www.fixabletax.com.

Bankruptcy? Our Fees Are
Less Than Those ‘TV Guys'

23 years' experience in tax, real estate, plus
bankruptcy. Craig Trenton, Esq. 619-544-0669.

Bankruptcy Attorney

Get a fresh start today!

Affordable payment plans available.
Raymond Schimmel, Atty, 619-275-1250.

Ex-IRS Tax Attorney

Beat any price. Problems, returns, etc. 619-234-8471.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Defense & Injury Attorney

DUI, traffic, possession, domestic violence, probation,
injury. Free consult. Payment plans. Visa/MC.

Law Offices of Scott Salmu, 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Stop IRS/State Cold! $850

Easy pay plan. Ex IRS officer. 30 years’ experience.
858-614-0223 or www.TaxSolutionServices.com.

Custody/Visitation/Support

Sliding fee scale— rates may be as low as $75/hour.
Free Consult: PBMP Law-877/443-7267/pbmplaw.com.
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CITY LIGHTS

Nine miles
of nothing

continued from page 7

early critic of Enron, called
the Macquarie model a Ponzi
scheme. Matthew Davison, a
Morgan Stanley analyst,
pointed out that Macquarie
has an “ ‘aggressive structur-
ing’ of the debt at the asset
level,” which the article said
was “akin to a mortgage with
alow teaser rate.” Last year,
a Time magazine story, “End
of the Toll Road?”, predicted
the future for Macquarie
Infrastructure Group: “But
with asset prices falling and
easy debt a thing of the past,
some believe the Macquarie
model is in for a shakeup.”

And Macquarie Infra-
structure has been shaken
up. The company’s end-of-
the-year report, given in
June 2009, stated that toll-
road revenue and traffic
have been down across
Macquarie’s portfolio. (On
the South Bay Expressway,
between July and September,
traffic was down 13.6 per-
cent.) Macquarie’s year-end
report acknowledged that
the company has a $30 bil-
lion asset debt. On October
30, Macquarie’s chief exec-
utive announced that in
order to “create value for
security holders,” the com-
pany was proposing to stock-
holders a split in the toll-
road portfolio, calling one
group of toll roads “mature”
and the other group “active.”
The “active,” or poorly per-
forming, portfolio includes
the South Bay Expressway.
Online publication Tollroad-
newson August 19 said that
the South Bay Expressway “is
totally written off now —
A$0.00 [Australian dollars].”
But even back on April 18,
an Australian stock analyst
told the Sydney Morning
Herald, “We basically view
[the South Bay Expressway]
as worthless.”

When asked by email in
mid-October if Macquarie
was considering unloading
any of its U.S. toll roads,
Jane Rotsey, media manager
for Macquarie Infrastruc-
ture Group, replied: “MIG

CITY LIGHTS

continually looks to create
value for security holders
through a number of dif-
ferent mechanisms, which
in the past has included asset
sales. Should an offer be
made for a MIG asset it is
incumbent on the directors
to consider whether it is in
the best interests of secu-
rity holders.”

Greg Hulsizer, chief exec-
utive of South Bay Express-
way, said in an interview in
early October that the
expressway has a 35-year
franchise and that his com-
pany is not going anywhere.
Hulsizer said that, like every
business, the expressway has
been affected by the reces-
sion. Although traffic is
down from 30,000 cars per
day last year to 25,000 to
28,000 this year (22,500 in
July—September), Hulsizer is
confident that when the
economy turns around, the
expressway will turn around
as well. He was enthusias-
tic about a new 80-block
development in Chula Vista,
the Eastern Urban Center,
which he expects to con-
tribute to toll-road busi-
ness. When asked about
Macquarie Infrastructure’s
financial situation, Hulsizer
said he couldn’t comment on
that.

Some people say that the
South Bay Expressway costs
only the person who chooses
to ride on it, but people pay
for it whether they ride it
or not. Public funds are an
integral part of this barely
traveled road. The cost of
the road, $635 million, was
paid partly with private
funds, but $140 million came
from a low-interest federal
loan. Additionally, in order
for the toll road to be viable,
two “gap connectors” had
to be built at the northern
end. The San Diego Asso-
ciation of Government’s
website states that the gap
connectors cost $160 mil-
lion. This money came from
a combination of public
funds, including sales tax
(TransNet, the half-cent local
transportation tax) and fed-
eral highway funds. Recently,
the City of Chula Vista asked
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for $27 million in stimulus
funds to build an interchange
at Rock Mountain Road.

The City of Chula Vista
also subsidized South Bay
Expressway. According to a
2007 Union-Tribunearticle,
the City spent $19.5 million
on tollway-related projects,
including direct payment
of toll costs. (Chula Vista
city manager Jim Sandoval
was contacted twice but did
not respond to questions.)

Chula Vistans may be
supporting the South Bay
Expressway through local
taxes in the future. In Decem-
ber 2008, South Bay Express-
way sued Chula Vista for
$10 million, alleging breach
of contract. When asked if
the suit was resolved, Hul-
sizer said that South Bay
Expressway and Chula Vista
were reaching an “amica-
ble” agreement.

Ironically, while the City
was being sued, Chula Vista’s
Mayor Cheryl Cox nomi-
nated the South Bay Express-
way for a Transportation
Innovation Award, and when
Forbes magazine called Chula
Vista one of the ten most
boring cities in the USA,
Mayor Cox countered that
the South Bay Expressway
is the city’s third-best
attraction.

Traffic density is another
way people pay for the toll
road. South Bay Express-
way enjoys a noncompete
clause with the San Diego
Association of Governments,
the City of San Diego, the
City of Chula Vista, and
other agencies. Noncom-
pete clauses protect toll-
road revenues by prohibit-
ing enhancements on sur-
rounding freeways that might
divert toll-road traffic.
According to Hulsizer, the
noncompete clause allows
safety-related improvements
on the I-805 and anything
that’s in the 2020 Regional
Transportation Plan. But,
Hulsizer said, “If there were
to be a plan to add six lanes
on I-805, and there was a
negative impact on our rev-
enue, then we would be due
compensation.”

There is no doubt that
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the South Bay Expressway
has been affected by the eco-
nomic downturn, in par-
ticular foreclosures in Chula
Vista. However, between
1995 and 2003, Hulsizer was
the general manager of
another toll road, the 91
Express Lanes in Orange
County, that performed
poorly even though the
economy was strong. Owned
by the California Private
Transportation Company
(CPTC), the 91 Express
Lanes ran in the median of
State Route 91, the Riverside
Freeway.

According to a 2006 back-
ground paper prepared for
California senator Alan
Lowenthal, chairman of the
California Senate Trans-
portation and Housing
Committee: “Although usage
of the [Orange County] toll
road increased from 1995
to 1998, the toll road expe-
rienced only one profitable
year (1998). The CEO of
CPTC suggested in a news-
paper article that the com-
pany would not turn a profit
until 2004 unless the com-
pany could refinance its debt
or find a buyer.”

The contract between Cal-
ifornia Private Transporta-
tion Company and Caltrans
included a noncompete clause.
When Caltrans proposed to
make safety improvements
on the Riverside Freeway
because of an increase in
congestion-related accidents,
the toll-road operator sued
for violation of the noncom-
pete clause. The issues sur-
rounding the noncompete
clause were resolved when
the Orange County Trans-
portation Authority, a pub-
lic agency, bought the toll
road in January 2003, paying
$207.5 million for a road
that had cost the operator
$135 million to build only
eight years earlier.

Senator Lowenthal’s
report concludes, “The long-
term implications for the
state, for local communi-
ties, and for individual users
relying on privately-oper-
ated transportation facili-
ties as California continues
to grow are murky at best” m

CITY LIGHTS
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continued from page 7

Hodad's restaurant. The
two alleys that border the
west and south sides of
the property will be elim-
inated, and half of the
alleys will become the
property of the new devel-
opment. The entire alley
area will be turfed for
pedestrian use and open
space.

The new development
includes plans for a 12-
unit condominium build-
ing over a 27-space sub-
terranean garage. There
are 14 parking spots for
the 15 apartments. The
Coastal Commission per-
mit requires that the sub-
terranean parking struc-
ture be "water-proof and
be designed with a de-
watering system.”

The permit further states:
“The report therefore con-
cludes that over the last sev-
eral decades there has
been no shoreline retreat
in front of the site; it has
not been subject to sig-
nificant flooding, erosion
damage or wave run-up
attack in the past, includ-
ing the 1982-'83 El Niiio
winter; and the proposed
habitable improvements
are above any potential
coastal hazard.”

It should be noted that
during the heavy rains of
the 1982-'83 El Niiio event,
runoff from the hillside
above the beach was so
extreme that | was able
to sail a windsurfer — with
center board in place —
down Abbott Street from
Santa Monica Avenue to
Saratoga Avenue. So, the
water in Abbott Street
was at least 40 inches
deep — that's a block
uphill from the proposed
entrance to the subter-
ranean garage.

By Stephen Scatolini, 11/16

You Say Gauge, |
Say Gouge

Gas Pump in Question
Mira Mesa— On Monday,
November 9, | filled up
my empty gas tank at a
station in Mira Mesa. (The
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tank was so empty, the
car had stalled once just
before I reached the sta-
tion.) After I'd filled up,
the gauge on the pump
indicated that I'd dispensed
12.266 gallons. My car's
manual shows the tank
holds only 11.9 gallons.

When | arrived home,
Ilogged on to the Califor-
nia Weights and Measures
website in order to lodge
a complaint.

On Thursday, November
12, I received a phone call
from a representative of the
agency. He confirmed
details and said an inspec-
tor would get in touch with
me. An inspector called
me the next day to say
that an investigation had
been completed.

Standard procedure is
for the inspector to take
a five-gallon container to
the station, fill it, and com-
pare the gauge to the
amount pumped into their
calibrated container. The
pump passed that test.

Next, the investigator
inspected the tag that was
placed on the pump at its
last inspection, which hap-
pened to be in 2007. The
seals on the tag had not
been tampered with. How
could this be? The inspec-
tor explained that vehicle
manufacturers estimate
the fuel capacity of gas
tanks, and the difference
between actual and stated
volume can be up to 20
percent.

By Robert Terra, 11/16

Pirate Prostitutes
Health Risks of Hooking
Without a License
Tijuana — With the eco-
nomic slide has come an
increase in the number
of women applying for
state-sanctioned pros-
titution licenses in
Tijuana. For the past
three years, the number
of such licenses issued by
the state under the aus-
pices of the Servicios
Médicos Municipales has
more than doubled.
Besides the licensed

continued on page 123
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Eyelids?

Are droopy eyelids making you look older or sleepy?
Interfering with your vision?

In just 20
[ ]
minutes
you’ll look
10 years
younger!

Dr. Barry Katzman voted one of
San Diego’s “Top Doctors” by
San Diego Magazine, “America’s
Top Ophthalmologist” from
Guide To America’s Top

Ophthalmologists from Consumer
Research Council of America

Free *500 Gift
Card through

December*
$500 off both upper and lower lids*
or *100 off either upper lids or
lower lids.*
Call 6196974600 x105. Ask for Angela.

Insurance
can cover this
procedure.

Schedule a consultation to
see if you qualify.
Call 1-800-631-4590. Ask for Angela.

We welcome letters pertain-
ing to the contents of the
Reader. Phone them in at
619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to
the Editor, Box 85803, San
Diego CA 92186-5803; fax
them to 619-231-0489; or
use our web page at
SanDiegoReader.com/let-
ters. Include your name,
address, and telephone
number. Letters may be
edited for length and
clarity.

Mexico Without Fear
Dear Folks @ the Reader,

I was really glad to see Ed
Bedford’s “México” (Cover
Story, November 12) express-
ing the positives of Tijuana
and Baja, Mexico. I, too, fell
in love with Tijuana after
taking kin on touristy shop-
ping trips there years ago.
Yes, it is different now. But
that big heart is still alive and
well.

We are lucky to have such
a great country right next
door. The food, the color,
the history! Wow! My Span-
ish is minimal. But I have
found that most people are

Busting Qué?
of y ra
Bras in hard-to-find

sizes from B to L.

Also swimwear, maternity,
and sports bras.

The Enchantress
1400 Camino de la Reina #121
Next to Mission Valley Hooters

619.294.4544

Appointment recommended

warm and friendly and want
you to enjoy being there. It’s
not just a money thing to
Tijuana’s people. They have
a genuine love of life! (Here
I must add that if you go
there and get drunk, abu-
sive, and stupid, you might
get a different response.)

I want to mention the
Tijuana Wax Museum, an
undiscovered gem! It covers
Mayans and Aztecs, politi-
cal figures, folklore, and even
some American celebrities.
And the mystery of Juan Sol-
dado. It’s affordable and close
to the entrance to the Tijuana
shopping district. And it’s
worth making a special trip
to see!

I say, don’t be afraid of
Mexico.

Holly Sandy
University Heights

Baja Allure
Re “México” (Cover Story,
November 12).

This is by far the best arti-
cle from any local-type pub-
lication I have ever read, and
one of the better articles 've
read in general. The author,
though more versed in the
Baja region than myself, cap-
tured the essence and allure
of the region as experienced
by an outsider, a gringo. I
guess I feel so strongly because
I used to go down there
almost every Friday for two
years (when I was between
the ages of 17 and 19), and
not only to get drunk.

During those two years
and after, I really appreci-
ated what Mexico has to offer,
and I’ve made a lot of good
friends. The cuisine, the cul-
ture, the people, the attitude,
the sights (no matter how
destitute), and, of course, the

up to 715% o1t

very cool thrift clothes for

Six Locations: College Area/La Mesa
El Cajon  South Bay e Clairemont/Mira Mesa
Escondido/Vista/RB e Alpine

1-888-230-7314
www.westcoasteyecare.com
*See office for details. All offers not valid with certain plans

or insurance. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Must bring ad at time of visit. Offer expires 12/31/09.

WEST

COAST
EYECARE

ASSOCIATES
AMEDICAL PRACTICE.

il

men, women, and kids!
Shop new trends daily!

Pacific Beach
1454 Garnet Ave. 7875 Broadway

Chula Vista
405 Broadway

20 ot | P |
| COUPON | CPiz=

I Not valid with I
other offers.
I Excludes red/orange I !
tag items.
I— — — — —I Donation hotline: 888-827-0771

Lemon Grove

City Heights
4341 El Cajon Blvd.
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Thrift Stores

good times. It really inspired
me to learn more about the
area (not necessarily in a
scholastic fashion) and to
acquaint myself with Span-
ish-speaking beyond the three
years I took in school.

The sense of humor is
unparalleled, considering TJ
is/was the melting pot of
Mexico in terms of its resi-
dents relocating; so you get
to experience the quick talk-
ing of the chilangos, all the
entertaining slang they use,
and just the general good-
natured spirit of the people.
The people are always so
warm and receptive, a very
charitable bunch beyond the
monetary sense, and all
around very pleasant.

In fact, I really appreci-
ate the people and the cul-
ture down there more than
my own, because, well, the
U.S. completely lacks a dis-
tinct/ identifying/unifying
culture. Despite the woes of
its government, Mexico has
a lot to offer in many ways;
I’ve always learned some-
thing (bad or good) when
I’'ve come back from a TJ
experience, and it’s always
for the better. It can be very
humbling at times.

I really miss going down
there; it’s been close to nine
months since I took my last
expedition. Times are hard
everywhere, and even though
TJ is cheap, I would still nor-
mally spend the same amount
down there as I would on an
outing in San Diego, given
there was more bang for the
buck, so to speak. Tijuana, I
miss you. jViva Baja!

El Gabacho [Borracho]
via email

Oh, I Get It
Re “East Village Lowdown,”
“City Lights,” November 12.
Now I finally understand
the big push to get the new
central library built. Our
downtown shakers and
movers have convinced them-
selves it will save the East
Village. Wasn’t that what the
ballpark was going to do? It’s
only costing taxpayers $10
million annually in debt serv-
ice. You have to wonder how
much thelibrary will add to

that.

Bill Bradshaw
Mission Beach
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ads. Free to existing theater advertisers.
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It Was Just A Sneaky
Plot

The East Village area will
recover slowly as the reces-
sion fades away and people
move in to occupy those empty
condos (“East Village Low-
down,”“City Lights,” Novem-
ber 12). And then, if Alex
Spanos and Mayor Sanders
have their way, the choice of
the Petco “tailgate” parking
lot as a location for a new
Chargers stadium will destroy
East Village as a pleasant place
to live and/or do business.

It turns out, predictably,
that Mayor Sanders and the
crafty Alex Spanos never had
any intention of considering
anywhere but downtown San
Diego. The skillfully choreo-
graphed dance through pre-
tended alternatives was the
usual sham attempt to dis-
guise the fact that a decision
had already been made at
lunches and other private
social venues.

A Google satellite picture
of the Qualcomm site taken
on an NFL game day will show
the many thousands of cars
that would have to fit into the
MTS/Petco area during a game.
How about that inevitable day
when a Chargers game and a
Padres game are scheduled
for the same day? Now, sup-
pose that the convention cen-
ter is hosting a major gather-
ing, the new library is having
abusy day, two or three cruise
ships are in port, and tourists
are thronging around the Gas-
lamp Quarter. What if there
happens to be a major acci-
dent or fire in that area? Any
chance that an emergency
vehicle could get through?
Any chance that a resident
could get in or out?

While you have your
Google satellite map handy, be
sure to compare major high-
way access to both the Qual-
comm and Petco locations.

Should it happen that the
voters do get conned into
building a downtown sta-
dium for Mr. Spanos and the
Chargers, let’s demand that
the facility be constructed
with something akin to over-
sized Lego blocks. Since
Sanders and Spanos agree
that major concrete struc-
tures such as stadiums and
civic buildings have a use-
ful life of no more than 40

years (tell that to the Romans),

it would save lots of demo-

lition expense when the sta-
dium is abandoned.

Lyle Davidson

via email

Link Broken
There is a factual error in
Mr. Leighton’s story (“Buck
Howdy’s on the Case,”“Blurt,”
November 12). There is not
now, nor has there ever been,
a RecallRexford.com link on
the BuckHowdy.com website.
There was and is a Recall-
Rexford.com link on Steve-
Vaus.com, as I told him when
I'was interviewed for the story.
I would appreciate a

correction.

Steve Vaus
via email

Ken Leighton responds: Mr.
Vaus is correct, and I regret the
error.

Real Reality
William Sladack’s letter
(“String ’Em Up,” Novem-
ber 12) says nice things about
Don Bauder that I agree with.
Other than that, “Stringers”
does not warrant such criti-
cism, as it is real news writ-
ten by real people, not “fake”
news written by media pro-
pagandists. The whole idea
is to publish stories of inter-
est to only one neighbor-
hood. Regarding his mention
of hedonism, that’s the one
thing that makes the world not
hell. Has he ever considered
publishing his own newspa-
per? Then reporters can be
forced to write whatever he
wants. Too much of that
already in San Diego and
worldwide. Not enough real
news stringers.
John Kitchin
via email

A Snob To The Core
Madam Barbarella,

Top ten reasons you are
a snob.

You assume in “Wine
Snobs” (“Diary of a Diva,” No-
vember 12) that one can be
snobbish about one thing (in
this case wine) yet not be snob-
bish in all things. I disagree.

If a person is an insuffer-
able, arrogant, pontificating
ass, it is an intrinsic condition
that manifests in all matters
of opinion or discussion.

Your friend Andrew was

dead-on: “Snobs are people
who take things too seri-
ously” May I add, especially
themselves.

Your friend Kelly also hit
the mark, “Snobs are easy to
spot because they feel com-
pelled to impart their know-
ledge on the uneducated.”

Note that neither of them
restricted their comments
to any single focus of human
interest.

You conclude after faulty
rationalization that you and
David are not snobs... (Not
that there’s anything wrong
with that!)

I propose, therefore, to put
your claimed salt-of-the-earth
status to the following test.
In it, I tried to emphasize
wine, since that was the orig-
inal topic, but I also felt free
to draw upon other comments
from your article as seemed
appropriate and germane. So
here we go: the top ten rea-
sons you may be a snob.

You are a snob if you:

1. Own any wine accessory
other than a common cork-
SCrew.

2. Read/memorize droll
things to say about a wine,
generally imputing human-
character traits, e.g., bold, im-
pudent, cheeky, etc.

3. Use the word “bou-
quet”when describing a wine.
In fact, you're a snob if you
ever feel the need to describe
a wine with more than
“Good,” “Mmmm,” or anod
of the head.

4. Eschew Two Buck Chuck.
How gauche!! Never mind
the fact that it’s won several
prestigious blind taste-test
awards.

5.Make a big deal in res-
taurants about testing cork,
color, nose, legs, you name it.
Of course, sending a bottle
back is prima facie evidence
of snobbery (boorishness).

6. Know the sommelier’s
(suhm-uhl-YEY) cup is a
tastevin (tahst-VAHN).

7. Memorize the above
factoids (including pronun-
ciation) to dazzle the ignorant
at some later opportunity.

8. Feel immensely supe-
rior to anyone having high
school education or less.

9. Ditto the poor dumb
bastards in the Red States.

10. Refer to yourself as

continued on page 70
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What’s in the
Red Zone?

Week 10
Posted November 11,
2009, 10:35 a.m-

-
=

Top 10 of the Week

Final Regular Season Top 10

Posted November 15, 2009, 7:33 p.m. Pl
, . Facebook

Red Zone Top 10: Last week’s rank in parentheses

1. Oceanside (1) (10-0) (1) - On the search for six

2. La Costa Canyon (1) (10-0) (2) - Can they win back-to-back?

3. Eastlake (I) (8-0-2) (3) - On a roll headed into postseason

4. Cathedral Catholic (I11) (9-1) (4) - Still the team to beat in Division IlI

5. Valley Center (IV) (9-1) (5) - Will have a tough time with three-peat

6. Mission Bay (IV) (10-0) (6) - Dillon Baxter has Bucs back in title hunt

7. Escondido (1) (7-2-1) (7) - Lost two of last three

8. Ramona (III) (8-2) (8) - Can they challenge Cathedral?

9. Valhalla (1) (8-2) (9) - Have one of section’s best passing attacks

10. Vista (I) (8-2) (10) - Sleeper in Division |

Just Outside: St. Augustine (1) (7-3), Lincoln (1) (6-3-1), Rancho Bernardo (1) (8-2),

Francis Parker (V) (9-1), Olympian (1V) (10-0), Santa Fe Christian (IV) (9-1), Madison

(V) (8-1), Mission Hills () (8-2)

Game of the week

Chula Vista at Eastlake

Posted November 14, 2009, 12:36 a.m.

Titans shake off slow start to win Mesa League crown. For the second year in a row,
Eastlake and Chula Vista met in the final week of the regular season with a league
title at stake. Friday night at Eastlake, the story was pretty much the same, with the
Titans winning 28-14 to capture their fourth Mesa League crown in a row. “It's real
big,” said Eastlake running back Tony Jefferson. “But it's a stepping stone to the next
championship that we're trying to get to”

Weekly Scoreboard
11/13 Scoreboard

Posted November 13, 2009, 11:12 p.m.

at No. 1 Oceanside 52, No. 8 Ramona 6

at No. 2 La Costa Canyon 30, Torrey Pines 20
at No. 3 Eastlake 28, Chula Vista 14

at No. 4 Cathedral Catholic 55, Scripps Ranch 14
No. 5 Valley Center 49 at San Marcos 7

No. 6 Mission Bay 42 at University City 15

at No. 7 Escondido 48, San Pasqual 20

No. 9 Valhalla 49 at Granite Hills 14

at No. 10 Vista 46, Rancho Buena Vista 28

YouTube

us — Red Zone is on
and Twitter-

e all these features,
to SDReader.com

To se

go
homepage-

STRAIGHTFROM THE HIP BY MATTHEW ALICE

Howdy, Matt:

D've always wondered how when I take an aspirin
for a headache the aspirin knows to go to my

head and not to my foot or my elbow or some-

where else. But if I took an |

e

Scientists aren’t quite so sure about Elena’s
roses. There are two theories, take your pick.
Perhaps aspirin enlarges the stem cells that carry
water to the rest of the plant. Or maybe aspirin
reduces the growth of fungi and bac-

aspirin because I hurt my foot
the aspirin would go there and
not to my head. Please tell me
what'’s going on.

— Headache Boy, via email

Hey, Matt: { ||
Tell me, tell me please why peo- éﬂ
ple put aspirin in a vase of flow-
ers. Flowers don’t get headaches,
so what the heck does aspirin
do for a bunch of roses? I think
they’re all pretty stupid for
putting aspirin in flowers.
— Elena R., via email

)

e ki
-

Aspirin is tricky stuff.
Actually, it knows nothing
about your wounds or pains. Or your
roses, for that matter. It just follows its chemi-
cal destiny. So, put on your science hat, Headache
Boy, it’s going to be a bumpy ride.

Since ancient days, people have chewed
willow bark to get rid of aches and pains. Nobody
knew exactly why until science guys in the 1800s
identified salicyn as the active ingredient. They
formulated a derivative, salicylic acid, and then
said the science-guy equivalent of eureka! But
when they tried out their new pill, people’s
headaches went away but they had such bad
stomach problems the science guys knew they
had to head back to the lab. When they added
a chemical from the acetyl group and made a pill
they called acetylsalicylic acid, they struck gold.
No headaches, fewer stomach problems, no wor-
ries that the science guys didn’t really know how
it worked.

Finally, somebody in the 1970s figured
it out. Seems that aspirin loves to bind with
an enzyme that produces pain, swelling, and
fever in response to an injury or illness. It
plugs up holes in the enzyme molecule and
blocks chemicals called prostaglandins from
being released. Prostaglandins are the thingys
that tell your brain, “Ouch, that hurt!” They
also cause inflammation, but that’s to create
a sort of cushion for the injured cells so they
won’t be damaged further. So, no prostaglandins,
no swelling, no pain.

The aspirin gets into your bloodstream
and looks for prostaglandins and the enzyme mol-
ecules that produce them. When they bump
into your headache, they go to work. If you also
had a stubbed toe or a bad elbow, they’d take care
of that at the same time. Aspirin doesn’t know
where you hurt and doesn’t care.

teria on the stems so they don’t rot
as easily. Choice number two is maybe
better since adding a tiny bit of bleach
to a flower vase also prolongs the life
of the blooms. Bleach would also kill
bacteria.
I So, there’s the story of
aspirin, mighty mighty aspirin. Oh,
yeah. The same process that reduces
swelling also helps prevent blood clots.
Hmmm... Can you maybe throw
the versatile pill in the wash-
ing machine to whiten your
whites and brighten your col-
ors? Put it in your gas tank

to get better mileage?

: Hey, Matt:

I’ve noticed that people are
using the term “estate sale” instead of the term I
grew up with, “garage sale.” What’s up with that?
I'went to an estate sale, and it looked as if the sell-
ers had dragged stuff out of their garage, set up
a folding table in front of their garage, left the
garage door open, and set up shop. What part of
this is stately?
— Jay, Looking for the perfect coffee cup

One man’s garage is another man’s estate. True,
estate sales used to be auctions of high-toned doo-
dads from fancy houses. But since you can call
your sale of unused exercise equipment and
Scrabble games missing five or six letters any-
thing you want, why not add a note of class?
When did the sale of anything ever involve the
truth? Ever buy a flea at a flea market? A white
elephant at a white-elephant sale? Or a garage
at a garage sale, for that matter.

Heymatt:

My husband and I have a difference of opinion on
something you said in your answer about women
talking so much. My husband thinks you are con-
fessing to being a therapist when you say, “because
L a therapist....” But I think you are paraphras-
ing the “therapy-addled *60s” therapists, rather
than speaking for yourself. Please set us straight
(from the hip, if you will).

— Patsy, Pacific Beach

As advertised — straight from the hip, I say
Patsy wins the nuance prize. I am not now nor
have I ever been a therapist. Perhaps I've needed
one, what with the elves and all, but anybody who'd
come to me to set their life straight (from the
hip or otherwise) would be in deep trouble.

A searchable archive of past columns is available at SanDiegoReader.com

Got a question you need answered? Send an email to heymatt@cts.com or fax to 619-231-0489
or mail to Matthew Alice, c/o the Reader, Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.
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SportingBox

BY PATRICK DAUGHERTY

Late Night
Team Spirit

Time-out for SDSU

Continuing with our colleges of San
Diego road tour. Moraga, California, is
20 miles, 20 years, and two climatic
zones east of San Francisco. Moraga has a pop-
ulation of 16,000 rich white people and is
home to St. Mary’s College of California, a
small (2500 undergraduate students) Catholic
university, member of the Western Athletic
Conference, lately known for its successful bas-
ketball program.

Tonight, St Mary’s plays San Diego State Uni-
versity in the second game of ESPN’s experi-
ment with national sleep deprivation, aka ESPN
College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon. The network
will televise live college basketball continuously
for the next 24-plus hours. Our game starts at
11:00 p.m. PST.

At this moment I'm being held in the penalty
box of the St. Mary’s athletic department media
relations office. Said office is located in a dou-
ble-wide trailer, out the back door of McKeon
Pavilion.

I've asked athletic department media rela-
tions guy, Rich Davi, for a press pass. He looked
up from his desk, insulted that I would make
such a request two hours before game-time. He
says it’s very difficult to get a pass under these
circumstances.

Yes, indeed, it’s probably true that a mid-
night Monday-night game in Moraga usually
calls forth a throng of reporters. Davi asks me
to take a seat in the trailer lobby. I do, and begin
writing notes. Twenty minutes go by (about what
I’d figured), and Davi appears and hands over a
red press pass.

Normally I'd pay the $15 for a ticket. I've
never liked all the palaver that the sports indus-
trial complex requires in return for a lousy comp.
Since I spend my time walking around the
arena/stadium/playing field looking at the crowd,
looking for a face, for a story, watching the game
from every angle I can find, I have no need of a
seat. But tonight, for the weirdly compelling rea-

sons that it’s been so long since I've used a press
pass, coupled with this festive made-for-TV occa-
sion, I decide to acquire the certificate need or
no.

And now it’s time to take a constitutional
around campus. I love small colleges. No moon.
Black sky. I walk past and through graceful Span-
ish colonial-style classrooms, student center, and
chapel. Impossibly quiet.

I read what’s posted on bulletin boards. Here’s
one: “Beyond Back and White, the 2009 Diver-
sity Dance.” At the Marriott, of course. And
another: “St. Mary’s College Dance Company is
performing Altered States, Fabulous Shoes” And
let’s give it up for the winner of the most-depress-
ing-sign-taped-on-an-office-door prize: “Career
Options for Liberal and Civic Studies majors:
Banker. City Manager. City Planner. Volunteer.
Writer. Sales. International Sales. Law Enforce-
ment. Lobbyist. Grant Writer. Real Estate...”

I return to the gym at 10:30. St. Mary’s stu-
dents are here along with the inevitable cluster
of males with bare torsos and bare faces painted
red. On my right I spy ten SDSU fans. Two wear
red wigs, one has donned a Vikings helmet with
horns attached, one is inside a green Kermit the
Frog—looking costume, and two have on SDSU
jerseys.

Meet Marty Presser, 19, business-finance
major. There are only two questions to ask. Why?
How?

Presser says, “After the great game last year in
the semifinals of the NIT and the game at the John
Wooden Classic, we felt we had to come up. It’s
a rivalry now; the games are great. We've got a
good team this year. We're excited to see them
play.

“We left yesterday at 5:30 p.m., drove into
the Bay Area at 2:30 in the morning. [We’ve been]
hanging out with some friends, getting some
good food, and playing some football. We’ve
been here since 9 o’clock waiting for the doors
to open.”

I'say, “The game will be over by 1:00, 1:30. What
then?”

“We're driving straight home. My buddy has
amidtermat 11:00.I got a midterm at 2 o’clock.”

I'look over to the press section. Apparently
they did find one seat for me at the last moment.
No doubt the other 40 empty seats are filled in
spirit.

Now comes the Aztecs team led by eight men
in suits. Dear Reader, you don’t want to read
about the game. San Diego was beaten every way
you can be beaten, save for lethal injection. The
agony ended right at 1:00 a.m.

Head coach Steve Fisher was not hands-on
tonight. Fisher got up and down from his court-
side chair and looked annoyed when called upon.
During time-outs, his assistants carried camp
stools onto the floor for players and a folding
chair for Fisher. Everybody sits down, takes a
load off, and Fisher instructs. That’s about it.
San Diego State 58, St. Mary’s 80.

I Find Sporting Box online at SDReader.com
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The Days Dwindle

Down

Contemplation is not in Emmerich’s

makeup.

hrough Independence Day and
T Godzilla, pre-9/11,and The Day

after Tomorrow post-9/11, trans-
planted German filmmaker Roland
Emmerich has inched closer to the
edge of the abyss for a view of the apoc-
alypse. In 2012, which
in point of fact starts
in the year 2009 in an
Indian copper mine, he

DUNCAN SHEPHERD

mit of 2010: “The world as we know
it will soon come to an end.”

Given that the film runs in excess of
two and a half hours, this pronounce-
ment opens itself to critical cavils as to
the definition of the word “soon.” And
yet no sense of comfort
or complacency can
arise from a reflection
that as recently as 1998,

has achieved his fullest
view to date. One can say that he has
gotten more and more serious with-
out saying that he has yet gotten really
serious.

The curious fact that the ancient
Mayan calendar runs out in the titular
year will need to be shored up with
some scientific mumbo-jumbo to do
with solar eruptions, rogue neutrinos,
an overheated core, a destabilized
crust, and blah-bah-de-blah-blah.
What it comes down to is what the
President of the United States confides
behind closed doors at the G8 Sum-

when the world faced
a similar cataclysm in Deep Impact,
the occupation of the Oval Office by
an African-American, Morgan Free-
man, seemed merely another element
of science fiction. Science fiction, need-
less to point out, has a long history of
being overtaken by external develop-
ments. Perhaps only in certain corners
of Fox News will a black President still
be classified in that genre, more pre-
cisely the subgenre of the alien invader.
The black President in 2012, widowed
with an artistic adult daughter who
oversees the surreptitious packing-up

of the Mona Lisa for safekeeping, is
not Barack Obama by name; nonethe-
less the careworn face, the hoarse voice,
and the receding hair of old Danny
Glover bespeak the wear and tear of the
job: a futuristic vision of Obama at
the end of his term. (No explanation
is put forth for the continued presence

of an Austrian-accented governor of
California.)

The human drama, such as it is,
has two principal focal points: John
Cusack as an uncelebrated science-fic-
tion writer (“The critics said I was naive,
an unabashed optimist”) with an ex-
wife and two kids under the spell of

2012

a new man around the house, and
Chiwetel Ejiofor as a geological adviser
and self-appointed populist mouth-
piece who has the ear of the President
and the ire of the Chief of Staff. The
best you can say for either of them is
that Ejiofor, with a permanent crin-
Kkle in his forehead, makes a good wor-
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rier. Cusack, with his Harry Langdon
elevated-eyebrow mask, makes a glib
one.

It will give but a tiny taste of the
levels of coincidence and contrivance
in the film to mention that the geol-
ogist happens to be reading, while the
planet is actively breaking apart, one
of the five hundred copies in print of
the novelist’s sole published book,
Farewell Atlantis, when the two of them
happen to cross paths in Yellowstone
National Park. There is plenty of such
stuff to scoff at in the plotting and
characterization (the two diverging
paths will manage to reconnect at the
climax in China), and plenty of howlers
in the dialogue, but in candor all such
stuff strives to be no more than serv-
iceable. What it strives to serve would
of course be the special effects, the tail
that wags the dog, the be-all and end-
all. 2012 would not want to put up its
human drama against, say, that of the
little Canadian end-of-the-world indie,
Last Night, from the same year coin-
cidentally as Deep Impact. It would
not mind at all putting up its human
drama against the latter’s: simply par
for the course. Contemplation is not
in Emmerich’s makeup.

Where he seeks to set his film apart,
where he seeks its justification, is in the
intermittent spectacle of catastrophe:
the sky-high eruption of Yellowstone
(Old Faithful gone Vesuvius), the top-
pling of the Washington Monument and
St. Peter’s Basilica (the Statue of Liberty
and the Eiffel Tower would be so old-
hat), the block-by-block collapse of Los
Angeles (a rented limo outrunning the
spreading crevasses and sinkholes,
dodging the crumbling high-rises and
overpasses), the monster tsunamis that
engulf the White House (the Presi-
dent, almost white-face from the fallen
ash, crying out to his departed wife, “I'm
coming home, Dorothy!”) and even,
very far from sea level, the Himalayas.
All of that is quite something — quite
alot of things — to see. And the plot
attempt to update, to technologize, to
science-fictionalize the Biblical story
of Noah’s Ark is something worth try-
ing. Let the critics knock it as naive,
unabashedly optimistic. The filmmaker,
in exactly those terms, has anticipated
them. He has braced himself.

As elsewhere in Emmerich’s oeuvre,
the degree of glee in the destruction
appears more than equal to any shock
and awe in it. And a viewer might well
rebel at a test of his humanity meas-
ured by his willingness to hold his
breath for the survival of the star of a
Hollywood blockbuster, and never
mind the billions who missed the lit-
eral boat. Still, in the inadequacy of its
response to its chosen subject matter,
in its merry refusal to think about the

unthinkable, in its whistling past the
graveyard, the film after all seems only
human. Strange to say about an FX
extravaganza. m

MOVIE
LISTINGS

All reviews are by Duncan Shepherd.
Priorities are indicated by one to five stars
and antipathies by the black spot. Unrated
movies are for now unreviewed. Thousands
of past reviews sorted alphabetically, by year
of release and by rating, are available online
at SanDiegoReader.com.

Amelia — Punishingly dull biopic on his-
tory’s most fabled aviatrix, Amelia Earhart
(portrayed by Hilary Swank, with traces of
Katharine Hepburn rather than of Kansas
wheatfields in her speech), her final flight
endlessly interrupted by how-she-got-there
flashbacks. The only suspense is in whether
the film is going to offer an ending or an
enigma. With Richard Gere, Ewan McGre-
gor, and Christopher Eccleston; directed by
Mira Nair. 2009.

@ (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; GASLAMP 15)

Antichrist — Art-house schlock from
Danish director Lars von Trier, sort of Ing-

mar Bergman meets Rob Zombie, or in
other words scab-picker gone full-bore mu-
tilator. It tells of a grieving couple who re-
pair to a lonely cabin in the Northwest
woods — a spot Biblically, ironically, causti-
cally called Eden — to work out their feel-
ings after the death of their toddler, the un-
hinged wife expressing hers more
uninhibitedly while the rational husband, a
therapist by trade, suffers under a profes-
sional obligation to tolerate abuse, attack,

"EVERY MOVIE.
Y SHOWTIM

HOLIDAYS & 3D S
AT THESE SELECTED

REGAL CINEMAS

Rancho Del Rey Stadium 16

FDWARDS
Rancho San Diego Stadium 15

INITED ARTISTS

Horton Plaza 14

shows how the tot went out the window in
his pj’s when his parents were selfishly mak-
ing whoopee in the shower, including a sin-
gle cuttable shot of hardcore penetration,
the sort of shot that got inserted into “R”-
rated films circa 1973 to convert them in a
twinkling into the newly allowable “XXX.”
This, although we have no reason to believe
that Charlotte Gainsbourg and Willem
Dafoe were within the same time zone
when it was filmed, puts us on notice that
anything goes. Not much goes for the next
long while, however, as the alerted and anx-
ious spectator has to make do with a sickly
green image, an unsteady camera, a forest of
symbols (phallic, vaginal, vegetal, putres-
cent), and an actual primeval forest (“Na-
ture is Satan’s church”), before finally com-
ing to the main course of the evening,
something to transform the filmgoer’s jaded
palate into a nauseated palate, with grue-
some damage done to prosthetic genitals of
both sexes. 2009.

@ (GASLAMP 15, FROM 11/20)

The Blind Side
recrimination: “You’re indifferent to

whether your child is alive or dead.” The

black-and-white slow-motion prologue The Blind Side — Soft warm cozy sports

“A FULLY FELT, MORALLY ALERT,
MARVELOUSLY ACTED PIECE
OF WORK WITH MOMENTS
OF EXPLOSIVE HUMOR-
AN ENTERTAINMENT

David Denby, THE NEW YORKER

“A SENSITIVE AND INTELLIGENTLY
CONSIDERED MOVIE...
PERFORMANCES THAT ARE
NOT TO BE MISSED.’

Rex Reed, NEW YORK OBSERVER

“WOODY'’S FULL-OUT EMOTIONAL
RANGE HERE RANKS AS
A CAREER PINNACLE.
Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE
@ “ABSOLUTELY
B SEE THIS

FILM!"

A.O. Scott, AT THE MOVIES

B3 OIS s @ecrt

LANDMARK'S DAILY: 1:40, 4:20, 7:00 & 9:40 PM
LA JOLLA VILLAGE CINEMAS  ADDITIONAL 11:00 AM SHOW
La Jolla (858) 453-7831 ON SAT AND SUN

REGAL CINEMAS CALLTHEATRE
OCEANSIDE STADIUM 16 FOR
Oceanside (800) FANDANGO #152  SHOWTIMES
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MOVIES

story from the maker of The Rookie, John
Lee Hancock, about a headstrong well-to-
do white Memphis housewife who takes
under her wing and under her roof a home-
less black gentle giant, an irresistible force
meeting an immovable object. Sandra Bul-
lock stays obstinately on the surface of her
role, and Quinton Aaron is touchingly min-
imalist as Michael Oher, a future first-
round NFL draft pick. Very late in the game
a couple of aspersions are cast on the mo-
tives of Oher’s adoptive parents, aspersions
which, if shown to be even fractionally
valid, might have made a more interesting
movie. With Tim McGraw, Jae Head, Lily
Collins, Kathy Bates, and assorted college-
football coaches as themselves, Nick Saban,
Phil Fulmer, Lou Holtz, et al. 2009.

% (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10;
DEL MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18;

GROSSMONT CENTER 10; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
COSTA 6; LA JOLLA 12; MISSION

MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY RANCH 12;
PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14;
POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16; RIVER

VILLAGE 6; SANTEE DRIVE IN; TOWN SQUARE 14;
FROM 11,/20)

The Boondock Saints IlI: All Saints
Day — Action sequel starring Sean Patrick
Flanery and Norman Reedus, written and
directed by Troy Duffy.

(FASHION VALLEY 18; HORTON PLAZA 14; MIS-
SION MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MIS-
SION VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; PALM PROME-
NADE 24; POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16;
RIVER VILLAGE 6)

The Box — Richard Kelly’s blow-up of a
Richard Matheson short story titled “But-
ton, Button” is a would-be cult film from
the writer and director of the already-been
cult film Donnie Darko. Commingling space
exploration, Arthur C. Clarke, Jean-Paul
Sartre, body-snatched zombies prone to

“BOTH FUNNY AND UPLIFTING,

‘The Blind Side’ is truly one of the best films of the year.”

- Phil Boatwright, PREVIEW ONLINE

“This is the
BEST PERFORMANCE

— Pete Hammond,

BOXOFFICE MAGAZINE

“THE MVP OF THE
HOLIDAY SEASON!”

— Megan Basham,

WORLD MAGAZINE

“ITS IMPORTANCE
LIES IN THE
HEARTS, THE
SOULS AND THE
SPIRITS OF
EVERYONE
INVOLVED.”

- Jake Hamilton,

Heardand

of Sandra Bullock’s career.”

“A TRUE STORY
THAT’S SO GOOD,
IT SEEMS LIKE

FICTION.”

- Jim Ferguson, ABC-TV

‘SANDRA BULLOCK

THE BLIND SIDE

ALCONENTERTAIENT et A ILETTER o

O EEEANCOCKu SAADRA BULLOCK “ThE BLID

nosebleeds, and mid-Seventies period trap-
pings, it’s an overelaborate and overex-
tended “Monkey’s Paw” parable wherein a
mystery man with an eaten-away left jaw
and exposed molars (Frank Langella plus
digital touch-up) offers a financially
pinched couple (Cameron Diaz and James
Marsden) a test of their moral fiber: push a
button, receive a million dollars, but cause
the death of some unknown someone. The
push-button motif admittedly carries a cer-

tain resonance in the atomic age, but the
soft smeary image acts as a wet blanket to
deaden that or any other resonance. 2009.
% (GASLAMP 15; MISSION VALLEY 20; PALM
PROMENADE 24)

A Christmas Carol — Disney’s re-do is
probably better the fewer times you've read,
seen, or heard the story. With or without
3-D, this is nevertheless a lavishly, lovingly,
and imaginatively illustrated edition of the

WWRSHIMNGTOMN POST

‘PHENOMENAL.

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF
TO CHECK IT OUT.”

Eeennpth Turan, LOS AMGELES TIMES

Sk kok

ONE OF THE YEAR’S MOST
NOTABLE PERFORMANCES!

Mick Latalle, 4% FRAMCIRCD CHROMICLE

ek kT ek ok ok

MY DAIET HEWYS

“TERRIFIC...
SEE IT.

AT Scott & Michael Phiipa, AT THE MOWIES

FREDCTON [ 0l
AT A o LSPGO
g T AL 1 A S AL PTG
B [posmensomwona | SEMEIIENON ...

Some M ay Be Inappropriate for Children Unk ]
www.TheBlindSideMovie.com

ONE SCENE INVOLVING BRIEF VIOLENCI
DRUG AND SEXUAL REFERENCES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes, Text Message BLIND and Your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 - CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS

A FILH BY SEBASTIAN SILVA ﬁ,"'l.-

STARTS FRI. 11/20! .omeiEl Bl

W1 RILANS AEMUE (EA1S) B B-[036

‘Watch the traller at WiW'W. THEMAIDMOVIE.COM

Dead Snow

Dickens holiday classic, in a graphic style
congenial to a Victorian ghost story, and in
a motion-capture computer-animation
technique which director Robert Zemeckis
has made his personal domain ( The Polar
Express, Beowulf, 2-D and 3-D respectively).
There are amusingly recognizable carica-
tures, to go along with the voices, of Gary
Oldman, Colin Firth, and Bob Hoskins,
while Jim Carrey is sufficiently disguised by
a pickax nose and scratch-awl chin, and by
an acceptable British accent, so as to be no
distraction. The guttering candle-flame
head of the Ghost of Christmas Past is a
marvelous effect, soon topped by the dis-
solving transparent floor in the airborne
house piloted by the Ghost of Christmas
Present. The Grim Reaper shadow of the
Ghost of Christmas Future is not bad, but
his section gives way to the grandiose spec-
tacle of a chase by horse-drawn hearse, to
say nothing of the spectacle of an Incredible
Shrinking Scrooge, that rather tramples the
gloom of the forecast. We don’t want excite-
ment there; we want despair. In the end, all
the emphasis on the technology of the
telling tends to outbalance the sentiment,
such that there remains a bit of a chill even
after Scrooge warms up. 2009.

% % (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10;
DEL MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18;
GROSSMONT CENTER 10; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
COSTA 6; LA JOLLA 12; MISSION

MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY RANCH 12;
PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14;

POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16; RIVER

VILLAGE 6; SANTEE DRIVE IN; TOWN SQUARE 14)

Couples Retreat — New Age relation-
ship counseling in a tropical paradise, a
stale, routinized, loveless marital comedy.
With Vince Vaughn, Jon Favreau, Jason
Bateman, Malin Akerman, Kristin Davis,
Kristen Bell, Faizon Love, Kali Hawk, and
Jean Reno; directed by Peter Billingsley.
20009.

@ (FASHION VALLEY 18; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
JOLLA 12; MISSION VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16;
OTAY RANCH 12; TOWN SQUARE 14)

Dead Snow — Four guys, three girls, a
battalion of Nazi zombies at a snowbound
cabin in Norway. (Grieg’s “Hall of the
Mountain King” behind the pre-credits se-

quence.) Played decreasingly straight, and



always played self-consciously. Directed by
Tommy Wirkola. 2009.
@ (GASLAMP 15)

An Education — A precocious English
schoolgirl of 1961 (a cellist, a Francophile, a
devotee of the Pre-Raphaelites, a sneaky
smoker for sophistication), on track for Ox-
ford, gets rerouted by a shady older man
who shows her the finer things of life: a
Ravel concert, a Christie’s auction, night-
clubs, Paris. The foreseeable end is a bit of a
slog, but the film in the early stages is very
good on the pretensions of intelligent
youth, and very good on the heady intoxi-
cation of growing up fast. Peter Sarsgaard’s
British accent is hit-and-miss; and the prim
schoolmarm of Olivia Williams, a beauty
disguised in eyeglasses and pulled-back
hair, is strictly stock; and the comic por-
traits of the heroine’s hidebound dad, a
same-aged fumbling suitor, and a blond
bimbo (Alfred Molina, Matthew Beard,
Rosamund Pike, in order) are sharp but
narrow. Keeping things fully alive through-
out, however, is Carey Mulligan in the lead,
showing off, among her other talents, the
freshest smile since Eleanor Powell: plenty
of teeth with a demure downturn at the
corners of the mouth. And Sally Hawkins,
back to reality from the giddy heights of
Happy-Go-Lucky, has a tiny but vital part to
play. With Cara Seymour, Dominic Cooper,
Emma Thompson; directed by Lone Scher-
fig. 2009.

% % K (FLOWER HILL 4; HILLCREST CINEMAS;
LA JOLLA VILLAGE; TOWN SQUARE 14, FROM
11,/20)

The Fourth Kind — “Please be advised,”
Milla Jovovich forewarns the filmgoer
straight to the camera, “that some of what
you’re about to see is extremely disturbing.”
Purported docudrama, more accurately
documalarkey, about a whispery psycholo-
gist, as interpreted by Jovovich, who stum-
bles on a case of serial alien abductions in
Nome, Alaska, though the film is half over
before she puts a name to it. The blend of
badly acted “re-enactments” and “actual
video,” sometimes sharing a split-screen, is
laughably unconvincing. With Elias Koteas,
‘Will Patton, and Hakeem Kae-Kazim; writ-

The Men Who Stare at Goats

ten and directed by Olatunde Osunsanmi. Gentlemen Broncos — Super-ultra-
2009. maxi-quirky comedy of dorks, kooks,

@ (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10; freaks. Jared Hess, the director of Napoleon
FASHION VALLEY 18; GROSSMONT CENTER 10; Dynamite and Nacho Libre, out to top him-
HORTON PLAZA 14; MISSION MARKETPLACE 13; self, scrapes bottom. The credits sequence
MISSION VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY of old science-fiction paperback covers cre-
RANCH 12; PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA ates a hospitable climate; and Jemaine
BONITA 14; RANCHO DEL REY 16; RIVER Clement as the swell-headed puffy-haired
VILLAGE 6; TOWN SQUARE 14) author of such fiction, a relatively recogniz-

able and realistic type (repeat: relatively),
earns a few laughs; and Halley (daughter of
Jules) Feiffer is as individualistic a young
woman as she was in The Squid and the
Whale and Margot at the Wedding. The
dramatizations of an adolescent boy’s fan-
tasy novel, whether in the mind’s eye or in
an amateur video adaptation, are beyond
beyond. With Michael Angarano, Jennifer
Coolidge, Mike White, Héctor Jiménez, and
Sam Rockwell. 2009.

% (HILLCREST CINEMAS, THROUGH 11/19)

The Hangover — Sledgehammer comedy
about four buddies (Bradley Cooper, Ed
Helms, Zach Galifianakis, Justin Bartha)
who go to Vegas for a bachelor party and
wake up the morning after with no memory
of the night before, a tiger in the bathroom,
a baby in the closet, and the mystery of a
missing bridegroom. Boys will be bores.
With Heather Graham, Ken Jeong, Jeffrey
Tambor, and, as himself, Mike Tyson; di-
rected by Todd Phillips. 2009.

® (GASLAMP 15)

The Informant! — Steven Soderbergh,
working from fact, details an impenetrable
case of corporate skullduggery blown open
by an ambiguous black-hatted whistle-
blower: a kind of anti-Hitchcock suspense
comedy, grudgingly putting any cards at all
on the table, keeping the surprises coming
only by keeping us in the dark, flouting the
Master’s tried-and-true method of fully
briefing us. (It’s also anti-Hitchcock in its
rosy, fuzzy, vaporous image.) The hero’s
meandering stream-of-consciousness nar-
ration (“I like my hands. I think they’re my
favorite part of my body”) gives us constant
clues as to the variety of nut we are dealing
with; and the exclamation point in the title,
the anachronistic Groovy Sixties lettering,
and the chipper Marvin Hamlisch back-
ground music, all to ensure that we know
this is a comedy, seem outsized for the ac-
tual level of amusement: seldom laugh-out-
loud but often lip-twisting. Matt Damon
puts up some surprisingly strong competi-
tion for future William Macy roles, in a
stick-on mustache and a crimpy hairpiece

“‘Precious’ leaves you moved like no film in years.
' bR

It has a spirit that soars!

Peter Travers, Rolling Stone

“You feel you’ve witnessed

nothing less than the birth of a soul.”

Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment Weekly

“dR KK “Remarkable!”

Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times Lou Lumenick, New York Post

“Unforgettable!

A once in a
blue moon experience.”
Rex Reed, The New York Observer

“Mo’Nique

“Exhilarating!
You can’t take your
eyes off of it.”
Scott Foundas, LA Weekly

“All hail newcomer

is downright Gabourey
electrlfylng!” = Sidibe!”
A.O. Scott, At The Movies = K Peter Howell, Toronto Star
=
e . _ ; .
Precious” will “Precious’ simply
steal your cannot be
heart! P missed!”
David Germain, Associated Press ,‘“__\h = Mary Corliss, Time
o Paula Mariah Lenny Gabourey
Mo’Nique Patton Carey Kravitz " Sidibe

OPRAH WINFREY AND TYLER PERRY PRESENT
ALEE DANIELS FiLM

precious

BASED ON THE NOVELPUSH' BY SAPPHIRE
scaeenpLay Y GEOFFREY FLETCHER  orrecrep ey LEE DANIELS

on [NYSE: L6f]
0S| LIONSGATE

» .
swiewond - www.weareallprecious.com
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LANDMARK'S ULTRASTAR

STARTS FRIDAY, ac
PLAZA BONITA 14 HILLCREST FLOWER HILL CINEMAS
NOVEMBER 20 Natonal Gity (888) AMC-4FUN San Diego (619)819-0236  Del Mar (358) 646-9425

CALL THEATRE OR SEE DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES * NO PASSES

FROM THE WORLDWIDE BESTSELLER COMES

THE MOTION PICTURE
EVENT OE THE YEAR
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MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes, Text Message NEWMOON and Your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES
NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED
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which he waits an hour and a half to tug at,
giving up all pretense of fooling anyone,
and waits all the way to the epilogue to re-
move altogether. Scott Bakula effortlessly
upstages him as the flat-haired, furrowed-
browed straight man, a straight-arrow FBI
guy. Luckily for Damon, Bakula is much
off-screen. 2009.

% % Kk (GASLAMP 15)

Julie and Julia — As per its punchy sub-
head, this is “based on two true stories,”
parallel stories of feminist self-determina-
tion, set half a century apart, then and now.
One focuses on Julie Powell, self-made
blogger, daily chronicler of a year-long proj-
ect to cook her way through volume one of
Mastering the Art of French Cooking, 365
days, 524 recipes. The other focuses on the
American co-author of the aforesaid cook-
book, Julia Child. Though each story in
turn gets equal time, back and forth, the
film suffers from a built-in imbalance. The
women, no need to be overly polite about it,
are not equal pioneers. The one — the ear-
lier — the pathfinder — was, in her own
humorously grandiose phrase, out to

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH

“change the world,” while the other — the
follower — the copier — the coattail

rider — was only out to carve herself a
niche in the blogosphere and eventually the
publishing world. Nor are the players equal.
Amy Adams is an agreeable light-comedy
actress (not so agreeable a heavier actress),
whose Julie has been drastically watered
down from the real McCoy, the real Powell,

FOR MORE INFO

6:00 & 5:00 PM

ENCINITAS
LA PALOMA THEATRE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND
THURSBAY, DECEMBER 3RD

8:00PM
8:00 PM

CARLSBAD
VILLAGE THEATRE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER GTH

4:00 & 7:00 PM

TICKETING INFO

WO  Reader
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U)  FREELIFT TICKET TO HEAVENLY
Heavenly.

LAKE TAaENOE

|,._rr|| n

print B Sking

evidently out of primary concern that
everyone should like her and every woman
identify with her. Meryl Streep, meanwhile,
is nothing less than the prima donna of
contemporary American cinema; and her
Julia, far from a bland Everywoman, is a
one-of-a-kind: a stylized self-parodist paro-
died to perfection, but softened and molded
into a rounded, humanized, full-service

New York, I Love You

screen character. We want at all times, not
just half the time, to be with Julia; and we
should probably be grateful to writer-direc-
tor Nora Ephron, whose title comes from
Powell’s blown-up blog but whose source
material expanded to encompass Child’s
autobiography, that we have Julia-slash-
Meryl even half the time. It could have been
less. Stanley Tucci, Chris Messina, Jane
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Enter to win a Four Christmases DVD
at www.SanDiegoReader.com.
Click on “Contests.”

WIDEECAEER 4HD FIJLL-lrn{u L TRATH Y

CEVasghn R "‘r"'-l"."il:ht'rm:mr';

=3 EREAL e

e Ferspoon

Vince Vaughn and Reese Witherspoon lead an
all-star cast in a comedy brimming with good
cheer and great laughs—as well as the answer to
the question: Can Brad and Kate’s relationship
survive Four Christmases?

Buy it on Blu-ray™, DVD, Digital
Download and On Demand 11/24/09!

Four Christmases © 2008 Ott Medien GmbH & Co. KG. ™ New Line Productions, Inc.
Package Design and Supplementary Material Compilation © 2009 New Line Productions,
Inc. Distributed by Warner Home Video. All rights reserved.

Lynch. 2009.
%k (GASLAMP 15)

Law Abiding Citizen — Disgust with the
justice system drives a “brain,” a diabolical
omnipotent technological wizard, to punish
the people who insufficiently punished the
people who raped and murdered his wife
and daughter. The humble flatfoot hits the
nail on the head: “Un-fucking-believable.”
‘With Jamie Foxx, Gerard Butler, Bruce
McGill, Colm Meaney, Leslie Bibb, and An-
nie Corley; directed by F. Gary Gray. 2009.
@ (FASHION VALLEY 18; HORTON PLAZA 14; MIS-
SION MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 20;
OCEANSIDE 16; PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA
BONITA 14; RANCHO DEL REY 16)

The Maid — Sebastian Silva’s character
study of a Chilean domestic played by
Catalina Saavedra.

(KEN, 11/20 THROUGH 26)

The Men Who Stare at Goats — The
first film directed by character actor Grant
Heslov has a promising premise (paranor-
mal military research), plenty of script
troubles (an investigative reporter’s blather-
ing narration, the disruptive channel-
switching between periods twenty years
apart, a sputtery and rudderless last act),
and a couple of tickling performances by
Jeff Bridges as the hippie-haired architect of
the New Earth Army, a new breed of super-
soldiers and psychic spies, alias Jedi War-
riors (thus a new empbhasis in the slogan,
“Be AllYou Can Be”), and by, in a larger
part, George Clooney as his most ardent
disciple. It also has Ewan McGregor and
Kevin Spacey. 2009.

% (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; DEL MAR HIGH-
LANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18; GASLAMP 15;
GROSSMONT CENTER 10; LA COSTA 6; LA
JOLLA 12; MISSION MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION
VALLEY 7; MISSION VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16;
OTAY RANCH 12; PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA
BONITA 14; POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16;
TOWN SQUARE 14)

The Messenger — Home-front Iraq War
movie directed by Oren Moverman, with
Ben Foster, Woody Harrelson, Samantha
Morton, Jena Malone, Steve Buscemi.

(LA JOLLA VILLAGE; OCEANSIDE 16; FROM
11/20)

New York, | Love You — Paris, Je
T’Aime crosses the pond. A multi-director
box on bonbons, undeveloped little vi-
gnettes of male-female relations in the Big
Apple. The ghostly segment by Shekhar Ka-
pur stands out from the rest for stylistic rea-
sons, the pallid palette, the persnickety
compositions, the oval mirror frame within
the frame. Natalie Portman, Hayden Chris-
tensen, Rachel Bilson, Andy Garcia, Bradley
Cooper, Orlando Bloom, Robin Wright
Penn, Chris Cooper, Ethan Hawke,

Maggie Q, Julie Christie, Shia LaBeouf,
Olivia Thirlby, Anton Yelchin, James Caan,
Drea de Matteo, Eli Wallach, Cloris Leach-
man; directed by Fatih Akin, Yvan Attal,
Allen Hughes, Shunji Iwai, Wen Jiang,
Joshua Marston, Mira Nair, Brett Ratner,
and Portman. 2009.

% (HILLCREST CINEMAS)

Paranormal Activity — Young San
Diego couple purchase a camcorder to doc-
ument the “entity” — diagnosed by a psy-
chic as a demon, not a ghost — that has
haunted the female on and off since girl-
hood. Dirt-cheap digital horror film builds,
not too high, to some effective frissons. The
fixed-position camera during sleeptime ap-
proaches almost a structuralist rigor. Capa-
bly acted by Katie Featherston and Micah
Sloat (in the roles of “Katie” and “Micah”);
written and directed by Oren Peli. 2009.
% (CHULA VISTA 10; FASHION VALLEY 18;
HORTON PLAZA 14; LA PALOMA, FROM 11/20;
MISSION MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 20;
OCEANSIDE 16; PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA
BONITA 14)



Pirate Radio — Retrospective smugness
around the swashbuckling rock-and-roll
partisans who in the mid-Sixties were
broadcasting their preferred music from the
high seas in order to circumvent British
bluenoses (represented one-dimensionally
by Kenneth Branagh). The freedom fighters
are as insufferable as the oppressors, mak-
ing it difficult to take sides. Wall-to-wall
golden oldies, with the notable omission of
the Beatles. Philip Seymour Hoffman, Rhys
Ifans, Bill Nighy, Nick Frost, Tom Sturridge;
written and directed by Richard Curtis.
2009.

@ (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; FASHION VALLEY 18;
FLOWER HILL 4; GASLAMP 15; LA JOLLA VILLAGE;
MISSION VALLEY 20; OTAY RANCH 12; RANCHO
DEL REY 16; TOWN SQUARE 14)

Planet 51 — Computer-animated space
adventure with the voices of Dwayne “The
Rock” Johnson, Jessica Biel, Justin Long,
and Gary Oldman.

(CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10; DEL
MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18; GROSS-
MONT CENTER 10; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
JOLLA 12; MISSION MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY RANCH 12;
PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14;
POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16; FROM 11/20)

Precious — Newcomer Gabby Sidibe as
an overweight illiterate unwed teenage
mother in Harlem, with Paula Patton and
Mariah Carey, directed by Lee Daniels.
(FLOWER HILL 4; HILLCREST CINEMAS; PLAZA
BONITA 14; FROM 11/20)

A Serious Man — At bottom, the Coen
brothers’ most “personal” work. To be sure,
they’ve never been reduced to hired hands.
They’ve always had the good fortune to be
able to make the films they wanted to make,
films that reflected their personal tastes and
personal attitudes and personal interests
and personal viewpoints. Still, in the strict
autobiographical sense, this one must be ac-
knowledged as extra personal, set as it is in
the Minneapolis suburb of their adoles-
cence (Jefferson Airplane on the soundtrack
to fix the date, 1967), in a Jewish household
headed by a university professor with a son
on the brink of his bar mitzvah. The film-
makers bring to their subject the unkind
eye of the caricaturist. They demonstrate an
acute and excruciating body awareness, the
girth, the ear hair, the sebaceous cyst on the
neck, the protagonist’s half squat at the
classroom blackboard, his outthrust butt,

his pant cuffs riding up to his calves. And
their subtly bulging face shots and torso
shots, fronted and centered, approach the
freak-show aura of the photographs of Di-
ane Arbus. The parade of surnames has a
Dickensian grotesquerie all its own: Gop-
nik, Finkle, Marshak, Nachtner, Schlutz, sel-
dom a simple Shapiro. And the three rabbis
of three different generations are hilariously
ineffectual in three different ways. But to
complain that the character portraits are
not rounded, are slanted, would be to com-
plain that a caricaturist is not a classicist,
that Daumier is not Ingres. This is, it bears
stressing at this point, a personal film. It is
also — unexpectedly enough, as unex-
pected as the superstitious Old Country
folk tale of the prologue and its old-fash-
ioned 4:3 aspect ratio — a religious film, a
film concerned not just with the specific re-
ligion of Judaism and its whole exotic lexi-
con, but with broader religious questions,
universal inquiries into life’s mysteries:
what have I done to deserve this? what have
I done with my life? what ought I to do?
what am I here for? Joel and Ethan Coen
have long and lately devoted themselves to
the vast panoply of human stupidity.
Stretching out now, stretching back to Bar-
ton Fink, they have chosen to reassure us, al-
though “reassure” doesn’t sound quite right,
that an intelligent, educated, well-meaning,
and would-be serious man is no less at a
loss. Michael Stuhlbarg, Sari Lennick,
Richard Kind, Aaron Wolff, Fred Melamed.
2009.

% % % K (FLOWER HILL 4; HILLCREST CINE-
MAS; LA JOLLA 12)

Skin — Humorless handling of a ridicu-
lous situation: a black-to-the-naked-eye
biological daughter of white parents in
segregated South Africa — scientifically ex-
plained under the heading of polygenic in-
heritance — and a consequent illicit ro-
mance with a young black man. “Is this a
joke?” seems a reasonable question, spoken
aloud. But the hand only gets heavier and
heavier. With Sophie Okonedo, Sam Neill,
Alice Krige, and Tony Kgoroge; directed by
Anthony Fabian. 2008.

@ (LA JOLLA VILLAGE)

Star Trek — Enjoyable prequel, thirty
years after the same-named debut of the se-
ries on the big screen. The chaotic and inco-
herent prologue might somewhat smother
the emotional punch of the birth of James
Tiberius Kirk at the same moment as his fa-

Pirate Radio

ther’s death, but the reintroduction of the
old familiar characters — the assembly of
the changeless crew for the maiden voyage
of the U.S.S. Enterprise — can’t help but be
fun for initiates. Chris Pine’s Kirk, sounding
as though modelled on no weightier a pro-
totype than Christian Slater, starts out an
obnoxious punk and fails to advance very
far beyond that. Zachary Quinto’s Spock,
on the other hand, has some big ears to fill
and fills them fully, achieving that elusive
goal of undemonstrative intensity. If it’s fair
to say that the film, rather than stand on its
own, benefits from the groundwork of its
forerunners — if it safely and securely goes
where others have gone before — it would
also be fair to object that the speedy evolu-
tion of special effects since the last Star Trek
outing, seven years previous, serves to ren-
der the “ensuing” adventures anticlimactic.
Topping what came before — a petty
enough creative impulse in the first place —

DAILY. INCLUDED 1IN
Pl ADMISEICH.
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is in effect topping what came “after.” That
may not constitute disrespect, but it consti-
tutes disproportion. Director J.J. Abrams’s
preference for the rambling Steadicam and
the trembling closeup reveals him further to
be a man of trend as opposed to a man of
tradition. With its gigantic hands-of-
Freddy-Krueger enemy spaceship, its Mad
Max-y tattooed heathens, and its gratuitous
CG monsters, the film is, by the standards
of the franchise, skimpy on ideas, apart
from a bit of time-travel abracadabra that
enables Spock to be two places and two ages
at once. Which is to say, enables Leonard
Nimoy to play a part. Karl Urban, Anton
Yelchin, Zoe Saldana, John Cho, Simon
Pegg, Eric Bana. 2009.

% % (CINEMA UNDER THE STARS, 11/19
THROUGH 21, 7:30 P.M.)

This Is It — This is curtains, much sooner
than Michael Jackson meant when he an-
nounced a series of comeback concerts can-
celled by his sudden death: “This is the final
curtain call” The rehearsal footage for that
event, intended for Jackson’s “personal li-

brary,” has here been assembled not with

journalistic purpose (so to put it) but rather
eulogistic, a best-face scenario, essentially a
sequence of planned song-and-dance num-
bers pieced together from different re-
hearsals, with different costumes within a
single number. As Jackson himself mur-
murs at the end of the “Billie Jean” routine:
“At least we get a feel of it.” (Kenny Ortega,
who directed the stage production, also di-
rected the film.) The well-drilled dancing
from the stick-thin star — and company —
is unfailingly crisp, the sound is unfailingly
not. One is left primarily with the impres-
sion of the amount of work that went into
these preparations, and that thanks to the
film did not go completely to waste. 2009.
% (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10;
DEL MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18;
GROSSMONT CENTER 10; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
COSTA 6; LA JOLLA 12; LA PALOMA; MISSION
MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OTAY RANCH 12; PALM

PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14; POWAY 10;
RANCHO DEL REY 16; TOWN SQUARE 14)

The Twilight Saga: New Moon — Sec-
ond in the vampire series from the novels of

“THE SEQUEL IMPROVES ON EVERYTHING
THAT MADE THE FIRST FILM GREAT.
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Showtimes subject to change.
(Bargain showtimes in parentheses.)

CENTRAL

CARMEL MOUNTAIN

Carmel Mountain 14

11620 Carmel Mountain Road (800-326-3264
#2704)

Amelia (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:20, 2:05) 4:40, 7:10,
9:55; Astro Boy (PG) Fri.-Sun. (10:20, 12:30,
2:40) 4:50, 7:00, 9:20; The Blind Side (PG-13)
Fri.-Sun. (11:10, 2:00) 4:50, 7:35, 10:25; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.-Sun. (10:50,
1:10, 3:30) 5:45, 8:00, 10:20; The Fourth Kind
(PG-13) Fri.-Sun. 7:20, 9:40; The Men Who
Stare at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun. (11:35, 1:40, 3:45)
5:50, 7:55, 10:15; Pirate Radio (R) Fri.-Sun.
(11:25, 1:55) 4:35, 7:25, 10:05; Planet 51 (PG)
Fri.-Sun. (10:20, 12:30, 2:45) 5:10, 7:45, 10:00;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.-
Sun. (10:15, 11:00, 12:55, 1:45, 3:45) 4:45, 6:35,
7:30, 9:35, 10:30; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
(11:05, 2:30) 6:00, 9:30; Where the Wild
Things Are (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:50, 2:15) 4:55

CLAIREMONT

Town Square 14

4665 Clairemont Drive (800-326-3264 #2722)
The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (10:55,
11:55, 1:40, 2:40) 4:30, 5:30, 7:20, 8:20, 10:05,
11:05; Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
(PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:00, 1:15); A Christmas
Carol 3D (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:00, 1:20, 3:40)
6:10, 8:25, 10:35; An Education (PG-13) Fri.-
Sun. (11:35, 2:10) 4:50, 7:25, 10:25; The Fourth
Kind (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. 8:00, 10:15; The Men
Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun. (10:50,
1:05, 3:15) 5:25, 8:05, 10:20; Pirate Radio (R)
Fri.-Sun. (11:10, 1:35) 4:10, 7:30, 10:10; Planet
51 (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:05, 1:10, 3:20) 5:35, 7:50,
10:00; The Twilight Saga: New Moon
(PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (10:45, 11:30, 12:15, 1:30,
2:15, 3:00) 4:15, 5:00, 5:45, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30,
9:45,10:30, 11:15; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
(10:40, 11:40, 2:25, 3:25) 6:05, 7:05, 9:30, 10:30;
Where the Wild Things Are (PG) Fri.-Sun.
(3:30) 5:50

DOWNTOWN

Gaslamp 15

701 Fifth Avenue (800-326-3264 #2709)
Amelia (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:45, 2:20) 5:00, 7:40,
10:20; Antichrist (Not Rated) Fri.-Sun. (1:25)
5:50, 10:25; The Box (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (11:35,
2:05) 4:40, 7:10, 9:45; Dead Snow (Not Rated)
Fri.-Sun. (11:50, 1:55) 4:10, 6:15, 8:25, 10:35;
Disgrace (Not Rated) Fri.-Sun. (12:20) 5:05,
9:55; Five Minutes of Heaven (Not Rated)
Fri.-Sun. (3:00) 7:50; The Hangover (R) Fri.-
Sun. (12:20) 5:10, 10:05; The Informant! (R)

MOVIE SHOWTIMES

Fri.-Sun. (11:45, 2:15) 4:45, 7:15, 9:50; Julie
and Julia (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (1:35) 4:15 Sun.
(1:35) 4:15, 7:00, 9:40; The Men Who Stare
at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun. (11:30, 1:40, 3:50) 6:05,
8:20, 10:30; Ong Bak 2 (R) Fri.-Sun. (2:35)
7:25; Pirate Radio (R) Fri.-Sun. (12:05, 2:45)
5:20, 7:55, 10:30; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
(12:00, 1:05, 2:10, 3:20) 4:25, 5:30, 6:40, 7:45,
8:50, 10:00; White on Rice (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
(11:25, 3:45) 8:15; The Yes Men Fix the
World (Not Rated) Fri. (1:00, 3:55) 5:55, 8:05,
10:15 Sat.-Sun. (11:00, 1:50, 3:55) 5:55, 8:05,
10:15; Zombieland (R) Fri.-Sun. (11:55, 2:00)
4:05, 6:10, 8:10, 10:10

Horton Plaza 14

Horton Plaza (619-444-FILM)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri. (10:15, 10:45,
1:10, 1:40, 4:10, 4:40) 7:15, 7:45, 10:15, 10:45
Sat.-Sun. (10:15, 10:45, 1:10, 1:40) 4:10, 4:40,
7:15, 7:45, 10:15, 10:45; The Boondock Saints
1I: All Saints Day (Not Rated) Fri. (10:20,
1:05, 4:25) 7:10, 9:50 Sat.-Sun. (10:20, 1:05)
4:25,7:10, 9:50; Couples Retreat (R) Fri.
(10:50, 1:35, 4:15) 7:20, 9:55 Sat.-Sun. (10:50,
1:35) 4:15, 7:20, 9:55; A Christmas Carol 3D
(PG) Fri. (10:10, 12:30, 2:50, 5:10) 7:25, 9:45
Sat.-Sun. (10:10, 12:30, 2:50) 5:10, 7:25, 9:45;
The Fourth Kind (PG-13) Fri. (10:35, 12:55,
3:15, 5:35) 7:55, 10:25 Sat.-Sun. (10:35, 12:55,
3:15) 5:35, 7:55, 10:25; Law Abiding Citizen
(R) Fri.-Sun. 7:50, 10:20; Paranormal Activity
(R) Fri. (10:25, 12:40, 2:45, 4:50) 7:15, 9:20,
11:25 Sat. (10:25, 12:40, 2:45) 4:50, 7:15, 9:20,
11:25 Sun. (10:25, 12:40, 2:45) 4:50, 7:15, 9:20;
Planet 51 (PG) Fri. (11:15, 1:50, 4:20) 7:10,
9:30 Sat.-Sun. (11:15, 1:50) 4:20, 7:10, 9:30;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00,
2:30, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00, 5:30) 7:00, 7:30, 8:00,
8:30, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30 Sat. (10:00,
10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 2:30) 4:00,
4:30, 5:00, 5:30, 7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, 10:00,
10:30, 11; Where the Wild Things Are (PG)
Fri. (10:05, 12:35, 3:00, 5:25) Sat.-Sun. (10:05,
12:35, 3:00) 5:25

KENSINGTON

Ken

4061 Adams Avenue (619-819-0236)

The Maid (NR) Fri., Mon.-Wed. (4:55), 7:15,
9:35; Sat., Sun. & Thur. (2:35) 4:55, 7:15, 9:35

LA JOLLA

La Jolla 12

8657 Villa La Jolla Drive (888-262-4386)

The Blind Side; A Christmas Carol; Cou-
ples Retreat; The Men Who Stare at Goats;
Planet 51; A Serious Man; This Is It; The
Twilight Saga: New Moon; 2012

La Jolla Village

8879 Villa La Jolla Drive (619-819-0236)

The Messenger (R) Fri., Mon.-Tue. (1:40,
4:20) 7:00, 9:40; Sat. & Sun. (11:00) 1:40, 4:20,
7:00, 9:40; Pirate Radio (R) Fri., Mon.-Tue.
(1:50, 4:30) 7:10, 9:50; Sat. & Sun. (11:10) 1:50,
4:30, 7:10, 9:50; Skin (PG-13) Fri., Mon.-Tue.
(2:00) 4:40, 7:20, 10:00; Sat. & Sun. (11:20)
2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00; An Education (PG-13)
Fri., Mon.-Tue. (2:10, 4:50) 7:30, 10:10, No
7:30 pm show Tue., 11/24/09; Sat. & Sun.
(11:30) 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10

MIRA MESA

Mira Mesa 18

10733 Westview Parkway (800-326-3264)

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(1100 200 500)800 1100. Sat. - Sun. (1100
200)500 800 1100, Mon. - Tue. (1100 200
500)800 1100; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri. (930 1000 1030 1130 1230
100 130 230 330 400 430 530)630 700 730 830
930 1000 1030 1200 1230 100, Sat. (930 1000
1030 1130 1230 100 130)230 330 400 430 530
630 700 730 830 930 1000 1030 1200 1230
100, Sun. (930 1000 1030 1130 1230 100 130
230 330 400 530)430 630 700 730 830 930
1000 1030, Mon. - Tue. (930 1000 1030 1130
1230 100 130 230 330 400 430 530)630 700
730 830 930 1000 1030; The Blind Side (PG-
13) Fri. (940 1240 145 345 455)655 755 955
1050, Sat. - Sun. (940 1240 145)345 455 655
755 955 1050, Mon. - Tue. (940 1240 145 345
455)655 755 955 1050; Planet 51 (PG) Fri.
(1015 1125 1235 150 255 415 520)720 940,
Sat. - Sun. (1015 1125 1235 150)255 415 520
720 940, Mon. - Tue. (1015 1125 1235 150 255
415 520)720 940; 2012 (PG-13) Fri. (1140),
Sat. (305), Sun. (1140)1025, Mon. (1140)650,
Tue. (305)1025, Fri. (1010 1245 135 305 410
505)650 745 835 945 1025 1120 1210. Sat.
(1010 1140 1245 135)410 505 650 745 835 945
1025 1120 1210. Sun. (1010 1245 135 305)410
505 650 745 835 945 1120. Mon. (1010 1245
135 305 410 505)745 835 945 1025 1120. Tue.
(1010 1140 1245 135 410 505)650 745 835 945
1120; Pirate Radio (R) Fri. (140 420)705, Sat.
- Sun. (140)420 705, Mon. - Tue. (140
420)705; The Men Who Stare at Goats (R)
Fri. (950 1210 235 510)735 1010 1250, Sat.
(950 1210)235 510 735 1010 1250, Sun. (950
1210)235 510 735 1010, Mon. - Tue. (950
1210 235 510)735 1010; The Fourth Kind
(PG-13) Fri. - Sat. 740 1015 1240, Sun. - Tue.
740 1015; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.
(1020 1250 315 545)805 1035, Sat. - Sun.
(1020 1250)315 545 805 1035, Mon. - Tue.
(1020 1250 315 545)805 1035; This Is It (PG)
Fri. (1120 155 435)715 950 1220, Sat. (1120
155)435 715 950 1220, Sun. (1120 155)435
715 950, Mon. - Tue. (1120 155 435)715 950;
Law Abiding Citizen (R) Fri. - Tue.
(205)1020; Where the Wild Things Are

(PG) Fri. - Tue. (1110); Couples Retreat
(PG-13) Fri. (1115 440)725, Sat. - Sun.
(1115)440 725, Mon. - Tue. (1115 440)725;
Paranormal Activity (R) Fri. - Sat. 1200

MISSION HILLS

Cinema under the Stars
4040 Goldfinch Street (619-295-4221)
Star Trek (PG-13) Thu.-Sat. 7:30

MISSION VALLEY

Fashion Valley 18

7037 Friars Road (888-262-4386)

The Blind Side; The Boondock Saints I1: All
Saints Day; A Christmas Carol; Couples
Retreat; The Fourth Kind; Law Abiding Cit-
izen; The Men Who Stare at Goats;
Paranormal Activity; Pirate Radio; Planet
51; This Is It; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon; 2012; Where the Wild Things Are

Mission Valley 7
7510 Hazard Center Drive (619-685-2841)
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Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (10:00 12:30 2:45)
5:00; 2012 (PG-13) (11:30 3:15) 4:45 7:00 8:30
10:45; Boondock Saints Il (R) (10:45 1:30)
4:15; The Men Who Stare At Goats (R)
(11:15 2:00) 4:30; This Is It (PG) (10:15 12:45
3:15) 9:30; Amelia (PG) (10:00 1:15 4:00);
Where the Wild Things Are (PG) (11:45
2:15); Nutcracker Ballet 7:00 pm

Mission Valley 20

1640 Camino Del Rio North (888-262-4386)
The Blind Side; The Boondock Saints I1: All
Saints Day; The Box; A Christmas Carol;
Couples Retreat; The Fourth Kind; Law
Abiding Citizen; The Men Who Stare at
Goats; Paranormal Activity; Pirate Radio;
Planet 51; This Is It; The Twilight Saga:
New Moon; 2012; Where the Wild Things
Are

UPTOWN

Hillcrest Cinemas

3965 Fifth Avenue (619-819-0236)

Precious (R) Fri. (1:50, 4:25) 7:00, 9:35 Sat.-
Sun. (11:15) 1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:35

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center
1875 El Prado, Balboa Park (619-238-1233)
Adventures in Wild California (Not Rated)

Fri. 3:00p.m. Sat. 11:00, 3:00, 7:00 Sun. 11:00,
3:00; Amazon (2007) (Not Rated) Fri.-Sun.
12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 6:00; Coral Reef Adventure
(Not Rated) Fri. 7:00p.m.; Under the Sea (G)
Fri. 1:00, 5:00 Sat.-Sun. 10:00, 1:00, 5:00;
Whales (Not Rated) Fri. 8:00p.m.

EAST COUNTY

EL CAJON

Parkway Plaza 18

405 Parkway Plaza (619-401-3456)

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(1000 1030 100 130 400 430)700 730 1000
1030, Sat. - Sun. (1000 1030 100 130)400 430
700 730 1000 1030, Mon. - Tue. (1000 1030 100
130 400 430)700 730 1000 1030

LA MESA

Grossmont Center 10

5500 Grossmont Center Drive (800-326-3264
#2710)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (10:55, 1:40)
4:25,7:10, 9:55; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG)
Fri.-Sun. (11:10, 1:20, 3:30) 5:40, 7:50, 10:00;
The Fourth Kind (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (12:10)
4:55, 9:40; The Men Who Stare at Goats (R)
Fri.-Sun. (11:15, 1:25, 3:35) 5:45, 8:00, 10:10;
Planet 51 (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:50, 2:00) 4:10,
6:20, 8:30, 10:35; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (11:00, 11:45, 12:30,
1:50, 2:35, 3:20) 4:40, 5:25, 6:10, 7:30, 8:15,
9:00, 10:20, 11:05 Sun. (11:00, 11:45, 12:30,
1:50, 2:35, 3:20) 4:40, 5:25, 6:10, 7:30, 8:15,
9:00, 10:20; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (11:20,
12:20, 2:45, 3:45) 6:00, 7:00, 9:15, 10:15

RANCHO SAN DIEGO

Rancho San Diego 15

2951 Jamacha Road (800-326-3264)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri. (10:50, 11:20,
1:50, 2:20, 4:50) 7:20, 7:50, 10:20, 10:45 Sat.-
Sun. (10:50, 11:20, 1:50, 2:20) 4:50, 7:20, 7:50,
10:20, 10:45; Couples Retreat (R) Fri.-Sun.
(2:40) 10:35; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.
(10:20, 1:10, 4:10) 7:10, 10:10 Sat.-Sun. (10:20,
1:10) 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; The Fourth Kind
(PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (11:10) 10:40; Law Abiding
Citizen (R) Fri.-Sun. (11:40) 8:05; The Men
Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri. (10:10, 4:20)
8:10, 10:55 Sat.-Sun. (10:10) 4:20, 8:10, 10:55;
Planet 51 (PG) Fri. (10:40, 1:20, 4:40) 7:15,
10:05 Sat.-Sun. (10:40, 1:20) 4:40, 7:15, 10:05;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(10:00, 10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 1:30,
2:00, 2:30, 3:00, 4:00, 4:30, 5:00) 5:30, 6:00,
7:00, 7:30, 8:00, 8:30, 9:00, 10:00, 10:30, 11:00,
11:30 Fri. 12:00a.m. Sat. (10:00, 10:30, 11:00,
11:30, 12:00, 1:00, 1:30, 2:00, 2:30, 3:00) 4:00,
(4:30; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (10:05, 10:45,
11:25, 1:45, 2:10, 2:50) 6:50, 7:25, 7:55, 10:15,

Mission Valley Hazard Center
7510 Hazard Ctr. Dr. « San Diego

River Village
5256 S. Mission Rd. * Bonsall

555 Broadway #2050 « Chula Vista

431 College Blvd. » Oceanside

Chula Vista
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Del Mar Highlands
12905 EI Camino Real * San Diego

Poway Creekside Plaza
13475 Poway Rd. « Poway
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10:50, 11:25 Sun. (10:05, 10:45, 11:25, 1:45,
2:10, 2:50) 6:50, 7:25, 7:55, 10:15, 10:50

SANTEE

Santee Drive In

10990 Woodside Avenue (619-448-7447)

The Blind Side (PG-13); A Christmas Carol
(PG); The Twilight Saga: New Moon
(PG-13)

SOUTH BAY

CHULA VISTA

Chula Vista 10
Broadway between H and I (619-338-4214)
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Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (11:45 2:15) 4:45
7:15 9:45; Christmas Carol (PG) (12:45 3:00)
5:45 8:15 10:45; 2012 (PG-13) (11:30 12:30
3:15) 4:15 7:00 8:00 10:45; Boondock Saints Il
(R) (11:15 2:00) 5:00 7:45 10:45; The Box
(PG-13) (11:00 1:45 3:15) 6:15; The Fourth
Kind (PG-13) (12:15 2:45) 5:15 7:30 10:00;
The Men Who Stare At Goats (R) (12:15
2:45) 5:15 7:45 10:15; This Is It (PG) (12:00
2:30) 5:30 8:00 10:30; Paranormal Activity
(R) (11:15 1:15 3:30) 6:15 8:30 10:30

Otay Ranch 12

Eastlake Parkway (at Olympic) (888-262-4386)
The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (10:15) 1:15,
4:15,7:15, 10:15; Couples Retreat (R) Fri.-Sat.
(10:55) 1:50, 4:35, 7:30, 10:20 Sun. 1:50, 4:35,
7:30, 10:20; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.-
Sat. (11:00) 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:30 Sun. 1:45,
4:20, 6:50, 9:30; The Fourth Kind (PG-13)
Fri.-Sun. (10:00) 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30;
The Men Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun.
(11:30) 4:50, 10:10; Pirate Radio (R) Fri.-Sun.
2:00, 7:20; Planet 51 (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:05)
1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (9:45, 10:30, 11:15)
12:05, 12:50, 1:35, 2:20, 3:10, 4:00, 4:40, 5:25,
6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30, 9:20, 10:05, 10:50, 11:30
Sun. (10:30, 11:15) 12:05, 12:50, 1:35, 2:20,
3:10, 4:00, 4:40, 5:25, 6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30,
9:20, 10:05, 10:50; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
12:10, 3:35, 7:05, 10:35

Palm Promenade 24

770 Dennery Road (888-262-4386)

Astro Boy; The Blind Side; The Boondock
Saints II: All Saints Day; The Box; A Christ-
mas Carol; The Fourth Kind; Law Abiding
Citizen; The Men Who Stare at Goats;
Paranormal Activity; Planet 51; This Is It;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon; 2012;
Where the Wild Things Are

Rancho Del Rey 16

1025 Tierra del Rey (off East H Street)
(619-216-4707)

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(1000 1045 1130 1255 140 245 350 435)605
645 730 900 940 1030, Sat. - Sun. (1000 1045
1130 1255 140 245 350)435 605 645 730 900
940 1030, Mon. (1230 140 245 345 435)545 645
730 900 940 1030, Tue. 1230 140 245 345 435
545 645 730 900 940 1030; The Blind Side
(PG-13) Fri. (1020 1145 120 255 410)630 715
9251010, Sat. - Sun. (1020 1145 120 255)410
630 715 925 1010, Mon. (1235 145 335 440)630
730925 1020, Tue. 1235 145 335 440 630 730
925 1020; Planet 51 (PG) Fri. - Sun. (1105 135
355)635 920, Mon. (135 355)635 920, Tue. 135
355 635 920; Pirate Radio (R) Fri. (1100 145
425)710 955, Sat. - Sun. (1100 145)425 710
955, Mon. (100 410)710 955, Tue. 100 410 710
955; 2012 (PG-13) Fri. - Sun. (1015 1150 200
315)610 700 935 1025; 2012 (PG-13) Mon.
(1225 200 350)610 715 935 1040. Tue. 1225
200 350 610 715 935 1040; The Boondock
Saints II: All Saints Day(R) Fri. (1030 130
430)740 1035, Sat. - Sun. (1030 130)430 740
1035, Mon. (125 430)740 1025, Tue. 125 430
740 1025; The Men Who Stare at Goats (R)
Fri. (1115 155 420)705 930, Sat. - Sun. (1115
155)420 705 930, Mon. (1245 315)705 930,
Tue. 1245 315 705 930; The Fourth Kind (PG-
13) Fri. - Sun. (330)750, Mon. (500)750, Tue.
500 750; A Christmas Carol (PG) Fri. - Sun.
(1025 1250 345)640 910, Mon. (1250 330)640
910, Tue. 1250 330 640 910; This Is It (PG) Fri.

(1110 210 450)725 1000, Sat. - Sun. (1110
210)450 725 1000, Mon. (110 400)720 1000,
Tue. 110 400 720 1000; Astro Boy (PG) Fri.
(1120 150 415)650 915, Sat. - Sun. (1120

150)415 650 915,, Mon. (150 415)650 915, Tue.

150 415 650 915; Law Abiding Citizen (R)
Fri. - Sun. (1200)1015, Mon. (130)1015, Tue.
130 1015; Where the Wild Things Are (PG)
Fri. - Sun. (1050 115 340)625 905, Mon. (115
340)625 905, Tue. 115 340 625 905

Otay Ranch 12
Eastlake Parkway (at Olympic) (888-262-4386)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (10:15) 1:15,
4:15,7:15, 10:15; Couples Retreat (R) Fri.-Sat.

(10:55) 1:50, 4:35, 7:30, 10:20 Sun. 1:50, 4:35,
7:30, 10:20; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.-
Sat. (11:00) 1:45, 4:20, 6:50, 9:30 Sun. 1:45,

THE MOST

4:20, 6:50, 9:30; The Fourth Kind (PG-13)
Fri.-Sun. (10:00) 12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30;
The Men Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun.
(11:30) 4:50, 10:10; Pirate Radio (R) Fri.-Sun.
2:00, 7:20; Planet 51 (PG) Fri.-Sun. (11:05)
1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (9:45, 10:30, 11:15)
12:05, 12:50, 1:35, 2:20, 3:10, 4:00, 4:40, 5:25,
6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30, 9:20, 10:05, 10:50, 11:30
Sun. (10:30, 11:15) 12:05, 12:50, 1:35, 2:20,
3:10, 4:00, 4:40, 5:25, 6:15, 7:00, 7:45, 8:30,
9:20, 10:05, 10:50; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
12:10, 3:35, 7:05, 10:35

ENORMOUSLY. SATISEYIN
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ETONFRIGTSS

IMPERIAL BEACH

South Bay Drive In
2170 Coronado Avenue (619-423-2727)
Call theater for program information.

NATIONAL CITY

Plaza Bonita 14

3030 Plaza Bonita Road (888-262-4386)

The Blind Side (PG-13); A Christmas Carol
(PG); The Fourth Kind (PG-13); Law Abid-
ing Citizen (R); The Men Who Stare at
Goats (R); Paranormal Activity (R); Planet
51 (PG); Precious (R); This Is It (PG); The
Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13); 2012
(PG-13)

NOMENAL

DNCHTING MOVIE OF THE VEAR”

Shawn Edwards, FOXTV
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SOME MATERIAL MAY BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 13

INTENSE DISASTER SEQUENCES
AND SOME LANGUAGE
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GHEGK LOGAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

SORRY, NO PASSES AGGEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

NORTH INLAND

ESCONDIDO

Escondido 16

350 West Valley Parkway (760-291-0119)

A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri. (1210 255
520)745 1020, Sat. - Sun. (1210 255)520 745
1020; The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-
13) Fri. (1130 230 530)830, Sat. - Sun. (1130
230)530 830; The Twilight Saga: New Moon
(PG-13) Fri. (1000 1030 1100 100 130 200 300
400 430 500)600 700 730 800 900 1000 1030
1100,, Sat. - Sun. (1000 1030 1100 100 130 200
300)400 430 500 600 700 730 800 900 1000
1030 1100; The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri. (1010
1040 110 140 440)710 740 1010 1040, Sat. -
Sun. (1010 1040 110 140)440 710 740 1010
1040; Planet 51 (PG) Fri. (1150 225 450)715
940, Sat. - Sun. (1150 225)450 715 940; 2012
(PG-13) Fri. (1115 1155 1250 245 355 415)650
720 750 1015 1045, Sat. - Sun. (1115 1155 1250
245 355)415 650 720 750 1015 1045; The Men
Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri. - Sun. (350)1005;
The Box (PG-13) Fri. - Sun. (1135)705; The
Fourth Kind (PG-13) Fri. (1205 240 525)805
1035, Sat. - Sun. (1205 240)525 805 1035; This
Is It (PG) Fri. (1140 220 515)755, Sat. - Sun.
(1140 220)515 755; Astro Boy (PG) Fri. - Sun.
(1200); Where the Wild Things Are (PG)
Fri. (410), Sat. - Sun. 410; Paranormal Activ-
ity (R) Fri. - Sun. 1040

FALLBROOK

River Village 6
5256 S. Mission Road (760-945-8784)

uLTRA s
':l'ltF.'Ja:'

£eFilBRLN

Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) 5:45 8:00 10:15;
2012 (PG-13) 7:00 10:45; Boondock Saints Il
(R) 4:45 7:30 10:30; The Box (PG-13) 6:00;
The Fourth Kind (PG-13) 5:15 7:45 10:15;
This Is It (PG) 5:30 8:15

POWAY

Poway 10
13475 Poway Road (858-646-9423)

uLTRA s
[ |'ltH1J|!l

£eFilBRLN

Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (10:15 11:15 12:45
2:00 3:00) 4:30 5:30 7:15 8:15 9:45 10:45; 2012
(PG-13) (11:30 12:30 3:15) 4:15 7:00 8:00
10:45; Boondock Saints Il (R) (10:45 1:45)
4:45 7:45 10:30; The Box (PG-13) (10:30 1:15
4:00) 7:15 10:15; The Men Who Stare At
Goats (R) (10:00 1:00 3:30) 5:45 8:15 10:30;
The Fourth Kind (PG-13) (10:00 12:15 2:45)
5:15 7:45 10:15; This Is It (PG) (12:00 2:30)
5:00 7:30 10:00; Paranormal Activity (R)
(11:00 1:30 3:45) 6:30

SAN MARCOS

San Marcos 18

1180 W. San Marcos Boulevard (at Old
California Walk) (800-326-3264)

A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri. - Tue. (1040
110 350)730 1005; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri. (1100 200 500)800 1100,
Sat. (1100 200)500 800 1100, Sun. (1100
200)500 800, Mon. - Tue. (1100 200 500)800;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(1000 1030 1200 100 130 230 300 405 430
530)600 700 730 830 900 1000 1030 1130 1200
100, Sat. (1000 1030 1200 100 130 230 300)405
430 530 600 700 730 830 900 1000 1030 1130
1200 100, Sun. (1000 1030 1200 100 130 230
300)405 430 530 600 700 730 830 900 1000
1030, Mon. - Tue. (1030 1200 100 130 230 300
405 430 530)600 700 730 830 900 1000 1030;
The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri. (1035 1135 135
235 435)645 735 945 1030, Sat. - Sun. (1035
1135 135 235)435 645 735 945 1030, Mon. -
Tue. (1035 1135 135 235 435)645 735 945

6T 6007 ‘61 I12qUIdAON] 4oppay 0321(] Ues
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Calendar
MOVIES

Stephanie Meyer, starring Kristen Stewart
and Robert Pattinson, directed by Chris
Weitz.

(CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10; DEL
MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18; GROSS-
MONT CENTER 10; HORTON PLAZA 14; LA
COSTA 6; LA JOLLA 12; MISSION

MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY RANCH 12;
PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14;
POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16; RIVER
VILLAGE 6; SANTEE DRIVE IN; TOWN SQUARE 14,
FROM 11,/20)

2012 — Reviewed this issue. With John
Cusack, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Amanda Peet,
Thandie Newton, Danny Glover, and Oliver

1030; Planet 51 (PG) Fri. (1115 140 425)710
935, Sat. - Sun. (1115 140)425 710 935, Mon. -
Tue. (1115 140 425)710 935; Pirate Radio (R)
Fri. (1050 145 430)725 1015, Sat. - Sun. (1050
145)430 725 1015, Mon. - Tue. (1050 145
430)725 1015; 2012 (PG-13) Fri. (1005 1055
1220 125 225 355 505)630 720 835 1000 1050,
Sat. - Sun. (1005 1055 1220 125 225 355)505
630 720 835 1000 1050, Mon. - Tue. (1055 1220
125 225 355 505)630 720 835 1000 1050; The
Men Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri. (1230 255
515)740 1010, Sat. - Sun. (1230 255)515 740
1010, Mon. - Tue. (1230 255 515)740 1010;
The Fourth Kind (PG-13) Fri. - Tue. 745 1015;
A Christmas Carol (PG) Fri. (1145 215 450),
Sat. - Sun. (1145 215)450, Mon. - Tue. (1145
215 450); The Boondock Saints II: All Saints
Day(R) Fri. (1045 150 445)735 1020, Sat. -
Sun. (1045 150)445 735 1020, Mon. - Tue.
(1045 150 445)735 1020; This Is It (PG) Fri. -
Tue. 720 1010; Astro Boy (PG) Fri. - Tue.
(1130); Where the Wild Things Are (PG)
Fri. (1120 155 440), Sat. - Sun. (1120 155)440,
Mon. - Tue. (1120 155 440); Couples Retreat
(PG-13) Fri. - Tue. (1255 345)705; Paranormal
Activity (R) Fri. - Tue. 950

VISTA

Vista Village

Highway 78 at Vista Village Drive
(760-945-7469)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (10:05, 10:45,
1:00, 1:40, 4:00, 4:40) 7:00, 7:40, 10:00, 10:40
Sun. (10:05, 10:45, 1:00, 1:40, 4:00, 4:40) 7:00,
7:40, 10:00; A Christmas Carol 3D (PG) Fri.-
Sun. (11:20, 12:15, 1:50, 2:35, 4:25, 5:05) 7:35,
10:00; The Fourth Kind (PG-13) Fri.-Sun.
(10:05, 12:30, 2:55, 5:20) 7:50, 10:20; The Men
Who Stare at Goats (R) Fri.-Sun. (12:15,
2:40, 5:05) 7:25, 9:45; Paranormal Activity (R)
Fri.-Sun. 10:30p.m.; Pirate Radio (R) Fri.-Sun.
(11:20, 2:00, 4:35) 7:20, 10:00; Planet 51 (PG)
Fri.-Sun. (9:50, 12:10, 2:30, 4:55) 7:15, 9:35;
The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.-
Sat. (9:45, 10:30, 11:15, 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:15,
3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15) 6:05, 6:45, 7:10, 7:30,
8:15, 9:05, 9:50, 10:10, 10:35, 11:20, 12:05 Sun.
(9:45,10:30, 11:15, 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:15,
3:00, 3:45, 4:30, 5:15) 6:05, 6:45, 7:10, 7:30,
8:15,; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sat. (9:45, 11:00,
12:00, 1:05, 2:30, 3:30, 4:30) 6:10, 7:05, 8:05,
9:40, 11:30 Sun. (9:45, 11:00, 12:00, 1:05, 2:30,
3:30, 4:30) 6:10, 7:05, 8:05, 9:40

NORTH COASTAL

CARLSBAD

Plaza Camino Real

2385 Marron Road (760-729-7469)

The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (11:10, 1:55,
4:40) 7:30, 10:10; The Twilight Saga: New
Moon (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (11:00, 1:40, 4:20)
7:00, 9:40; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.-Sun. (12:00,
3:25) 6:45, 9:55

Platt; directed by Roland Emmerich.

% (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; CHULA VISTA 10;
DEL MAR HIGHLANDS 8; FASHION VALLEY 18;
GASLAMP 15; GROSSMONT CENTER 10; LA
COSTA 6; LA JOLLA 12; MISSION
MARKETPLACE 13; MISSION VALLEY 7; MISSION
VALLEY 20; OCEANSIDE 16; OTAY RANCH 12;
PALM PROMENADE 24; PLAZA BONITA 14;
POWAY 10; RANCHO DEL REY 16; RIVER
VILLAGE 6; TOWN SQUARE 14)

Untitled — Facile jabs at modern art and
avant-garde music, resulting only in minor
scratches, no blood. It appears more impor-
tant to Adam Goldberg to be in on the joke
than to be actually amusing. With Marley
Shelton, Eion Bailey, Lucy Punch, Vinnie
Jones; directed by Jonathan Parker. 2009.

@ (HILLCREST CINEMAS, THROUGH 11/19)

Where the Wild Things Are — A very
realistic live-action little boy, acting out at
suppertime and running away from home

DEL MAR

Del Mar Highlands 8
El Camino Real at Del Mar Heights Road
(858-646-9420)

in a Halloween animal costume, sails across
the sea to an all-brown imaginary land of
giant hirsute Muppets, where he confronts
hard truths about his own irrationality and
impracticality. Spike Jonze’s free-hand
adaptation of the sketchy Maurice Sendak
children’s picture book is aimed more at the
knowing adult than at the tot, but even the
knowing may gag on urpy imagery that, for
all its painstaking detail and unstinting pro-
duction, continually recalls such indi-
gestibles as The Neverending Story and
Labyrinth. With Max Records, Catherine
Keener, and the voices of James Gandolfini,
Chris Cooper, Catherine O’Hara, Paul
Dano, and Forest Whitaker. 2009.

% (CARMEL MOUNTAIN 14; FASHION VALLEY 18;
HORTON PLAZA 14; MISSION VALLEY 20; PALM
PROMENADE 24; RANCHO DEL REY 16; TOWN
SQUARE 14)

The Yes Men Fix the World — Political
pranksters Andy Bichlbaum and Mike Bo-

OCEANSIDE

Mission Marketplace 13
College Boulevard and Mission Avenue
(760-806-1790)

uLrRa Fein
(SRR

Yt

uLrRa Fein
CINE H.'Ja ]

Yt

Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (10:15 11:45 12:30
2:15 3:00) 4:45 5:30 7:15 8:00 9:45 10:30; 2012
(PG-13) (11:30 3:15) 7:00 10:45; The Box
(PG-13) 4:15; The Men Who Stare At Goats
(R) (10:30 1:00 3:30) 6:00; The Fourth Kind
(PG-13) (10:00 12:45 3:15) 5:45 8:15 10:45;
This Is It (PG) (12:00 2:30) 5:00 7:30 10:00;
Where the Wild Things Are (PG) (11:00
1:30); Paranormal Activity (R) (11:15 1:45
4:00) 6:15

Flower Hill 4
2630 Via de la Valle (858-646-9425)

uLrRa Fein
(SRR

Yt

Pirate Radio (R) (10:45 1:30) 4:30 7:30; An
Education (PG-13) (10:00 12:30 3:00) 5:30
8:00; Couples Retreat (PG-13) (1:15) 7:00;
Coco before Chanel (R) (10:30) 4:15; A Seri-
ous Man (R) (10:15 12:45 3:15) 5:45 8:15

ENCINITAS

La Paloma

471 South Coast Highway 101 (760-436-7469)
Paranormal Activity (R) Fri. 8:40p.m. Sat.-
Sun. (4:00) 8:40; The Rocky Horror Picture
Show (R) Fri. 12:00a.m.

LA COSTA

La Costa 6
6941 El Camino Real (at Aviara/Alga)
(760-599-8221)

uLrRa Fein
(SRR

Yt

Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (10:15 12:45 3:00)
5:30 8:00 10:30; 2012 (PG-13) (11:30 3:15)
7:00 10:45; The Box (PG-13) (12:00 2:45)
6:00; The Men Who Stare At Goats (R)
(10:00 12:15 2:30) 5:00 7:30 9:45; This Is It
(PG) (12:15 3:00) 5:30 8:15; Amelia (PG)
(1:30) 4:15; Where the Wild Things Are
(PG) (11:00); Nutcracker Ballet 7:00 pm

Twilight (PG-13) 9:00 pm; The Twilight
Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Midnight; A
Christmas Carol 3D (PG) (11:45 12:45 2:00
3:00) 4:45 5:45 7:15 8:00 9:45 10:15; 2012
(PG-13) (11:30 12:30 3:15) 4:15 5:15 7:00 8:15
9:00 10:45; Boondock Saints Il (R) (11:30
2:15) 5:15 8:00 10:45; The Box (PG-13) (11:00
1:45) 4:30 7:30 10:30; The Fourth Kind (PG-
13) (12:15 2:45) 5:30 7:45 10:30; The Men
Who Stare At Goats (R) (11:15 1:30 3:45)
6:00 8:15 10:30; This Is It (PG) (11:00
1:45)4:30 7:15 10:00; Astro Boy (PG-13)
(12:45 3:00); The Vampire's Assistant (PG-
13) (1:00 4:00) 9:45; Paranormal Activity (R)
(11:15 1:15 3:30) 6:15 8:30 10:45; Law Abid-
ing Citizen (R) (112:15 3:30) 6:15;
Nutcracker Ballet 7:00 pm

Oceanside 16

401 Mission Avenue (760-439-1733)

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG-13) Fri.
(1000 1030 1200 100 130 300 400 430)600 700
730900 1000 1030, Sat. - Sun. (1000 1030 1200
100 130 300)400 430 600 700 730 900 1000
1030, Mon. (1030 1200 100 130 300 400
430)600 700 730 900 1000 1030; A Christmas
Carol 3D (PG) Fri. (1205 230 445)705 930,
Sat. - Sun. (1205 230)445 705 930, Mon. (1205
230 445)705 930; The Blind Side (PG-13) Fri.
(1015 1100 110 200 415 450)720 750 1010
1040, Sat. - Sun. (1015 1100 110 200)415 450
720 750 1010 1040, Mon. (1100 110 200 415
450)720 750 1010 1040; Planet 51 (PG) Fri.
(1225 240 455)710 925, Sat. - Sun. (1225
240)455 710 925, Mon. (1225 240 455)710 925;
The Messenger (R) Fri. (1215 245 515)740
1015, Sat. - Sun. (1215 245)515 740 1015, Mon.
(1215 245 515)740 1015; 2012 (PG-13) Fri.
(1005 1155 1240 125 325 440 510)645 800 840
1005, Sat. - Sun. (1005 1155 1240 125 325)440
510 645 800 840 1005, Mon. (1155 1240 125
325 440 510)645 800 840 1005; The Men Who
Stare at Goats (R) Fri. (1235 250 505)725
935, Sat. - Sun. (1235 250)505 725 935, Mon.
(1235 250 505)725 935; The Fourth Kind (PG-
13), Fri. (1255 320 540)755 1020, Sat. - Sun.
(1255 320)540 755 1020, Mon. (1255 320
540)755 1020; The Boondock Saints II: All
Saints Day(R) Fri. (115 425)715 955, Sat. -
Sun. (115)425 715 955, Mon. (115 425)715
955; Law Abiding Citizen (R) Fri. - Mon.
(105)650; Couples Retreat (PG-13) Fri. -
Mon. (120)655; Zombieland (R) Fri.
(410)940, Sat. - Sun. 410 940, Mon. (410)940;
Paranormal Activity (R) Fri. - Mon. (340)920

nanno (directing themselves) tackle a range
of issues.
(GASLAMP 15, FROM 11/20)

Zombieland — Nerdy, neurotic Jesse
Eisenberg, the unlikeliest Texan, narrates a
postmodern post-apocalyptic road trip
through a population of secondhand flesh-
eating zombies, in the company of the only

Planet 51

three surviving humans east of Bill Mur-
ray’s mansion in Beverly Hills: the Twinkie-
craving Woody Harrelson and two scam-
ming sisters, Emma Stone and Abigail
Breslin. Smart-ass comedy, not to say smart,
forgetful as it is of its own rules and logic.
Directed by Ruben Fleischer. 2009.

@ (GASLAMP 15; OCEANSIDE 16)

Enter to win a Gone with the Wind
70th Anniversary DVD at
www.SanDiegoReader.com.
Click on “Contests.”

This historic 70" Anniversary Ultimate Collector’s
Edition will honor the romantic epic with a stunningly
restored and remastered version. Limited and numbered,
this gift set comes packaged in a velvet box and includes
an exclusive 52-page hardcover book with photos and
production art, a reproduction of the 1939 original pro-
gram, ten 5”x7” frameable watercolor reproduction
prints and a CD soundtrack sampler. Gone with the
Wind 70" Anniversary Ultimate Collector’s Edition is
sure to be a must-have for collectors of classic films — buy
it for your loved one on Blu-ray™ and DVD.

70th Anniversary Edition Available
on Blu-ray™ and DVD 11/17/09!

Gone with the Wind © 1939 Turner Entertainment Co. and Warner Bros.
Entertainment Inc. Distributed by Warner Home Video. All rights reserved.
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By Anthony Gentile

Coronado Steals Win from Morse
Posted November 13, 2009

With the sun setting early on Friday afternoon in
Skyline Hills, Coronado made sure the sun didn’t
set on their playoff hopes. The Islanders came
from behind to pull out a wild 22-21 win at Morse.

The final three minutes of the game were fran-
tic. With 3:06 left, Morse lined up to punt ahead
21-14, but the snap went over the head of Tigers
punter Karl Michelson and rolled into the end-
zone. Michelson scooped up the ball but was hit by
Coronado quarterback Kodie Englehart and fum-
bled out of the endzone, resulting in a safety.

“I'm not usually on punt return, but we didn’t
have enough people so I just came running from
the sideline,” Englehart said.

Coronado running back Charles Westbrook
returned the ensuing free kick to the Morse two-
yard line. After the Morse defense stuffed three
straight Englehart runs up the middle, Englehart
ran to the outside on fourth down and found the
end zone with 50 seconds left.

On the game’s final drive, Morse moved the
ball all the way to the Coronado 25-yard line. But

Coronado running back Chris Page runs the ball outside

Morse running back James Roberts carries the ball outside

with 34 seconds left, Tigers quarterback Malik
Ransom fumbled and the Islanders recovered to
seal the victory.

Game of the Week: Chula Vista
at Eastlake

Posted November 14, 2009

For the second year in a row, Eastlake and Chula
Vista met in the final week of the regular season
with a league title at stake. Friday night at Eastlake,
the story was pretty much the same, with the
Titans winning 28-14 to capture their fourth con-
secutive Mesa League crown.

The Titans (8-0-2, 5-0 Mesa) rode a dominant
defensive performance that allowed them to erase
a 14-0 halftime deficit. Eastlake kept a Spartans
offense that came in averaging 41 points per game
out of the end zone.

“They’re a very good offense that’s playing
really well right now,” said Eastlake head coach
John McFadden. “I'm very proud of our defense.”

Defense provided both touchdowns for Chula
Vista (6-4, 4-1), and both came in the first quarter.
On Eastlake’s first two drives, Spartans defensive
backs Tyrone Richardson (103 yards) and Aaron
Taylor (89 yards) returned interceptions for touch-
downs. The pair of pick sixes came two minutes
apart and gave Chula Vista an early 14-0 lead.

“I told our quarterback a couple of things I
can’t repeat,” McFadden said, “and then I told him
it’s going to get better.”

After Chula Vista punted to start the second
half, Eastlake marched down the field and made it
a one-possession game less than four minutes into
the third quarter when Jefferson scored from 19
yards out. Following a Spartans interception on
the next drive, Eastlake drove 93 yards to tie the
game at 14 — another drive capped by a Jefferson
scoring run.

Eastlake took the lead early in the fourth — on
a four-yard touchdown pass from D’Angelo Barks-
dale to Fernando Cabico.

The Red Zone can be found at SDReader.com/football
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by Barbarella

DIARY OF A DIVA

The truth brings with it a great measure of absolution, always.

— R.D. Laing

fter I broke the news to my mother that David

and I would be traveling to the East Coast to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving with my in-laws, one might
assume I would be amenable to any request Mom
might make in the wake of such a disappointing
announcement. But when she asked if my absence on
Turkey Day intimated my presence on Christmas, my
response was a simple, “No.”

Gone was the ceremonial song-and-dance I once

would have given — the “I would love to, but” followed

by excuses and legitimate-sounding reasons. I didn’t
intend for the truth to spill out; it just sort of hap-
pened when I opened my mouth, the way light pours
into the kitchen when I open the refrigerator door. I
told my mother in a deferential but unyielding tone
that 'm not interested in the drama and obligation
involved with celebrating the holidays and that I'd

rather sit this one out.

“What if you just came for dinner?” Mom asked. “It
would be great if the whole family could be together.”

“Wouldn’t work,” I said. “And, anyway, the ‘whole
family’ gets together for dinner all the time. Just because

“My idea of
vacation doesn’t
involve a cabin
by the lake in the

middle of

nowhere.”

—
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I’'m not going to be there for
Christmas doesn’t mean I'm
not going to see you in
December...like for your
birthday and Jenny’s baby
shower. Trust me, there will
be plenty of family time.” At
this, my mother conceded
and let the matter drop.
Over the past few years,
I’ve switched from a pattern
of delicate circumvention to
frill-free frankness, relin-
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Ugly Truth

quishing my usual hemming
and hawing to embrace
forthrightness. As a result, I
am an emancipated woman,
freer than ever to live my life
according to my own rules.

In retrospect, I realize
how silly it was to fib in
order to maintain healthy
relationships, whether to
spare someone’s feelings or
to present myself in a more
flattering light. Sure, some
minor falsifications help aid
social interactions — there’s
a reason they’re called
“pleasantries.” But more
often than not, withholding
the truth and serving up a
dish of details you think
your audience might find
palatable is more harmful
than helpful.

I stumbled into an awk-
ward encounter a few years
ago when, while traipsing
around my neighborhood, I
ran into a friend to whom I
had, not more than an hour
earlier, told I was too sick to
join for dinner. When she
saw the guy I was with, it
was apparent that I had cho-
sen to lie rather than admit
to her that I was hanging
out with a person I knew
she found offensive. Neither
of us mentioned my failed
ruse, and after a weird
moment of small talk, we
went our separate ways.

Later, I kicked myself as
I realized I could have truth-
fully declined her invitation
in at least a dozen ways,
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such as, “Can’t tonight, but hope to see you
soon.” Instead I opted to feign illness, that
least creative of lies. As a result, I'm sure
that since that day, she has questioned the
veracity of everything I say.

Truth requires trust. When I readily
impart a truth I know someone might find
undesirable, 'm displaying my trust in that
person to respect my thoughts and feelings.
I wonder if this is why, in many cases, lying
seems easier; granting someone a glimpse
into the way your mind works is akin to
handing that person power over you.

My mother raised me to regard being
disliked as dread-worthy as a case of lep-
rosy. Actually, leprosy could be considered
the preferable of the two, for no one would
fault me for having the condition. As a
result of her tutelage, I have mastered the
art of coloring information in my present
audience’s favorite hue. If the goal is to be
liked, it makes sense to avoid divulging
what might be considered an ugly truth.

For years I practiced and perfected the
art of deflection, but now that I have decid-
ed to stop prettying things up in a falla-
cious tone, I am trusting my family and
friends with the inner workings of my
mind. Just as I trust them with the truth,
they trust me to come from a place of
love — to not be brutally honest so much
as simply honest. An interesting side effect
of my frankness is that the more honest I
am, the more connected and the less neu-
rotic I feel.

I used to fear others’ reactions to my
honesty and stress over how to portray my
opinions favorably. But it seems as people
pick up on my candidness, they are less
likely to question my decisions or take
them personally.

Recently I had another occasion to
share an undesirable truth over a crowd-
pleasing lie. For a few months, my sisters
have been talking about going in together

to purchase a place in Tahoe. When they
first brought it up (while we were all hang-
ing out at Mom’s house one Saturday), I
remained reticent, save for mentioning that
it might be a better idea to rent as needed
than take on the responsibility of a mort-
gage. When the topic came up again, I real-
ized this wasn’t just a passing fancy, but
something they were seriously considering.
Heather referred to it as the “Copake” of
the West, invoking our New York City clan’s
rural escape. When Mom mentioned it to
me the other day on the phone, it was clear
she thought I was onboard. As I was not, I
felt the need to elucidate.

“Mom, I'm not interested in going on
family vacations to Tahoe,” I said.

“But the whole family needs to be
together,” she said, employing her “all or
none” tactic.

“It sounds great for everyone else,” I
said. “The kids can run around while you
guys hang out and do whatever. But my
idea of vacation doesn’t involve a cabin by
the lake in the middle of nowhere, killing
time to the backdrop of screaming kids.”

“We could play games,” Mom persist-
ed. “It would be fun and relaxing.”

“Listen, I love spending time with you
guys, which I get to do often,” I said. “But if
I’'m going to skip town, you can bet money
that my agenda will include me, David, a
nice meal, a bottle of wine, a giant bubble
bath, and not much else. Kids are right
out”

Mom laughed. I imagined my blunt-
ness was as refreshing for her to hear as it
was for me to say. “Well,” she said, with a
smile in her voice, “you can’t blame me for
trying.”

“Not at all,” I said. “And Mom? Thanks
for not blaming me for saying.” m

For more stories and videos by this author, go to

sdreader.com.
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Crasher

HALLOWEEN POLICE

by Josh Board

alloween was a complete
nightmare for me. I had three par-
ties lined up and the easiest cos-
tume in Halloween history. My girl-
friend had ordered a Kate Gosselin
wig and goofy big sunglasses for
herself. I was going to wear jeans,
a backward baseball cap, and an Ed
Hardy shirt. I wouldn’t have
minded paying $50 for a Hardy
shirt, but I'd never wear it again.
They look so trendy and goofy. I
bought an imitation shirt for $15
and painted “Ed Farty — by
Christina Aguilera.” I figured
nobody would notice. And if they
did and had the sense of humor of
Beavis, I'd get a chuckle out of it.
The best part of the costume?
Being able to wear flip-flops.

The first party was dog-
friendly, so we were bringing our
maltese dressed in a black-and-
white-striped costume — a “bad
dog” prisoner. The hat made him
look like one of those organ-
grinder monkeys.

On the way to the party, the
dog puked more than I thought was
possible. It was like the girl in The
Exorcist. When he finished fouling
my lap and dashboard, he howled
and moaned in pain. We exited off
the I-5 in Carlsbad. I called a dog-
loving friend, who told me there
was a vet nearby. The visit cost us

Center: A severed hand in the beer; Right: Laura, as a roller derby skater, elbows husband Paul

$500 for X-rays and blood tests,
only to find out nothing was
wrong.

We skipped the first party and
dropped off the dog at my mom'’s
place.

The second party we went to
was a disaster. A bunch of college
kids in Oceanside had bought a few
kegs, and because the party had

“You're almost
more annoying
than the real Jon
Gosselin.”
started early, they were getting
rowdy while trick-or-treaters were

still coming to the door. I heard
one of the partiers cursing at the

kids who came to the door. I asked
him why he was doing it, and he
said, “I don’t know. They looked
like older kids, and older kids
shouldn’t go door to door begging
for candy.”

I mentioned that little kids
were coming to the door who were
being subjected to inappropriate
comments. The guy looked at me
and said, “Are you the Halloween
police or something? You're almost
more annoying than the real Jon
Gosselin.”

We stayed another 20 minutes
before leaving for our last party in
Mira Mesa.

Laura and Paul had decorated
their house nicely. A neighbor
handing out candy saw us looking
at our directions and said, “Laura’s
party is at that house right there.
I'm going to be going later. I'll see
you there.”

In the backyard, they had a

S
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skeleton in a FedEx uniform hold-
ing a package. I said, “This looks
like a scene from the Tom Hanks

movie Cast Away.”

I found out Paul works for
FedEx. I couldn’t figure out his cos-
tume. Luckily, my girlfriend said,
“He’s Edward, from Twilight.” There
were a few women who had dressed
as Twilight characters.

They had music playing, and I
heard “Thriller” early on. (I figure
that was the most popular song
this Halloween.)

Laura rolled over on skates to
greet us. She was a roller-derby gal,
with the name Boob B. Crusher.
Someone commented on the num-
ber 00 on her jersey, which was
drawn to look like breasts.

Laura looked at me and said,
“You should have some hair plugs.”
As I started to defend my receding
hairline, she said, “No, not because
of that. Because Jon Gosselin has
them. You could’ve used a Sharpie
to make them on your forehead.”

Another person chimed in,
saying, “Didn’t you see that person
on the news? I think he was a bur-
glar. He drew with a Sharpie all
over his face, and now they're say-
ing it’s going to stay marked on his
skin.”

One person added, “Can you
imagine him going to prison with
writing all over his face? His cell-
mate asks, ‘What are you in for?
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Messing up your face?’ Then he'd
mess up his face even more.”

We then debated how long
Sharpie ink stays on your skin.

A man in a penguin costume
showed up. It reminded me of one
of Elton John's stage outfits. One
of the two big dogs at the party,
which had been shy most of the
evening, charged the penguin man
and barked up a storm. The pen-
guin had to take the head off his
costume to calm the mutt. His date
got to go the easy route: she wore
an Eskimo-style jacket.

An older retired couple that
lives across the street came over.
They were the perfect guests. The
guy reads the Reader and asked
me questions about some of the
stories. His wife had brought a
bunch of cupcakes on a huge
stand. Everyone was talking
about how she brings the best
cupcakes to parties.

I asked her how the tradition
got started, and she said, “When
my kids were in school, I'd make
them for parties and to take to
class. And at holidays, it's always
easy to do. I sometimes make
pies.”

I found out Paul was originally
from Boston, and we talked a lot
about the Patriots and the Red Sox.
He ended up getting into another
conversation with someone from
back East. They talked about snow

ACUVUE
OASYS

$16. 25per box

with min. purchase of 8 boxes.
Price includes $100
rebate.
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days that kept them out of '70s, and I grew up there in ground.

school. Paul said, “You the '70s and '80s. We remi- He told me he once
always liked when there nisced about the days when found fossils that had barna- r

were 18 days you missed, Mira Mesa Boulevard ended cles on them. He brought WE RE GUT ON TH E STRE ETS

but you didn’t want it to get  before it reached Sorrento them to class and impressed TO KEEP YOU MOVING SAFELY SAN DIEGO

to 20. If it did, then they'd Valley. In fact, there was no his teacher.

have you make up all the place commonly known as Even though I had some

time during the summer.” Sorrento Valley. nachos, a few cupcakes, and ‘
A beer-pong game I told him I remem- lots of peanuts, it didn't

began, and Laura kept bered playing cowboys and stop me from slipping a few

claiming a guy named Brian Indians and war games out pieces of Halloween candy

was cheating. I told her I'd in those canyons. We once into my pockets as I left. m

mention it in the story so found a broken arrowhead,

the entire city knows he but it wasn’t until construc- Crash your party? Call w ATC H F 0 R U S I

cheats. tion crews started building 619-235-3000 x421 and L
Laura seemed to be everything out there that we leave an invitation for

getting tipsy, but it didn't really started looking. It Josh Board.

seem to affect her skating. seemed every few months . ) )

An hour later, T heard her they'd stop because of For more stories by this author, Your safety on the roadways is our

joking with someone in Indian artifacts found in the go to sdreader.com. frst prioeityl Whether you travel on

foot, by bike or car, be smart to arrive
safely at your final destination, Be
~—ry alert te your surroundings and follow ROAD|T DE
L PAYI NG ! all the rules of the rosd. Remember,
) abways raintaln & positive sttitude Go Positive. Arrive Safely.

O . and be courtecus to others, If you go
CASH \ J[) positive, we all arrive safely! LoseTheRoaditude.com

another area of the back-
yard. She had taken the
roller skates off and was
walking around in socks.

Paul’s brother was
dressed up as Elvis. As
someone commented on his
huge sideburns, he took off
the sunglasses to show they
were attached.

I kept going back to 5 |
talk to the couple from | R
across the street. They've
lived in Mira Mesa since the
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COVER ILLUSTRATION BY ANDRE CARRILHO

ama taps Alan
wmeens O OVEFSEE

& Dealing

There is the curbside view of the Mexican border: severed heads on

Unbridled nightclub floors, migrant corpses in the mountains, fingers lopped
Ambition S b fi s B b e (T i

money-washers, set to the plaintive ballads of narcocorridistas.

Wh at IS th e And then there is another world, unseen by most. In this oppo-
S | I ICON BO rd e r? site realm, the right real-estate deal is enough to endow a family

dynasty for decades. The players are ensconced in air-conditioned

Bill Clinton and suites far removed from the turmoil in the streets, filled with the
Hillary Rodham
at Yale Law
School in

New Haven,
Connecticut in

January, 1972

prerogatives of privilege and gentle promises of progress.

This world was created by the desire
by millions to cross the border, in one
direction or another — to get a job, score
a line of coke, sell a stash of guns, open a
factory, flee a crime, smuggle illegal labor,
build a power plant, launder drug money.

Finding a way to profit from this traf-
fic is the business of the border barons.
They do not judge its morality or concern

themselves with its values. Oblivious to
the mayhem outside the door, business
proceeds smoothly, on both sides of the
frontier, cloaked in a velvet curtain of
discretion and diplomacy.

The controlling families, both Amer-
icans and Mexicans, are rich. They were
born in American hospitals,
went to Ivy League :
schools, wear tai-
lored European /

suits, are protected
from kidnappers by - g. -
- %
i

Alan Bersin

Eugenio Elorduy Walther, .
ex-governor of Baja California -
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Mexican businessman Enrique Mier y Teran

Bersin
the bord

bodyguards, and shuttle through border
crossings with no delay.

They have homes in Coronado, La
Jolla, Mazatldn, and Luzerne. They know
the cops and politicians worth knowing
and can spot the next big money-making
opportunity because they have been doing
it, as have their fathers and grandfathers
before them, for as long as they can
remember.

Whether their native language is
English or Spanish, they use a coded
vocabulary, so as not to offend public
sensibilities by saying the obvious: the
border is a broken but lucrative place for
business, and no authority in Mexico or
the United States of America will do any-
thing to fix it.

“Treating the border as a shared eco-
nomic space rather than a clear boundary
might permit flexibility in how national
regulations are applied to adjacent com-
munities on different sides of the frontier,”
says a February 2009 “concept paper” by
the Pacific Council on International Policy
and the Mexican Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, two nonprofit think tanks closely
linked to the border moguls.

Translation: we want more border

Silicon Border Science Park

crossings. Pedestrian bridges, freeway
crossings, freight crossings, truck depots.
Billions of dollars are made every time a
new border crossing is opened and the
flow of trade and humanity gushes across
the frontier, bathing the owners of adja-
cent real estate in commerce and cash.

This is a story about a new border
crossing, not yet open and still pending
United States approval, along the frontier
between Mexicali and Calexico, in the
desert about 100 miles east of San Diego.
It is also about a long-time denizen of the
border and its politics, who married into a
wealthy San Diego family with deep ties to
the border region. He has become a major
border player, with a personal financial
stake in its development.

On September 22, President Barack
Obama nominated Alan Bersin to be com-
missioner of Customs and Border Protec-
tion, known as CBP, one of the most sen-
sitive positions in the government of the
United States. As noted on its website, the
agency “is one of the Department of

Map of planned cross-
border airport terminal

Stan Foster

Homeland Security’s largest and most

complex components,
with a priority mission
of keeping terrorists
and their weapons out
of the U.S.

“It also has a
responsibility for secur-
ing and facilitating
trade and travel while
enforcing hundreds of
U.S. regulations,
including immigration
and drug laws.”

Bersin has been a
United States Attorney,
superintendent of the
San Diego Unified
School District, and

California secretary of education. He is a
personal friend of Bill and Hillary Clinton

Pauline
Foster

Lisa Foster

After Oxford,
Bersin entered Yale
Law, where he was

Hillary Clinton’s
classmate and
married one of her

hest friends.

continued on page 36
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and Arnold and Maria
Schwarzenegger and is
revered by many other
friends of trade along
the border.

“He is somebody
that knows the border,
knows the process,” ].B.
Manson, chairman of
the Greater Nogales and
Santa Cruz County Port
Authority, said after
Bersin’s appointment
was announced in Sep-
tember. “I believe if he is
confirmed it would
mean a smooth rela-
tionship between trade
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and CBP”

“He is a man that is
very passionate and
understands the balance
between trade and secu-
rity,” former Nogales
mayor Marco Antonio
Lopez Jr., now chief of
staff for CBP, told
Nogales International.

Alan Bersin has
taken an interesting road
to the border. But the
saga begins long before
he was born, with the
great grandfather of his
wife, Lisa Foster.

Isaac Ratner, a cap
maker from New York,
came to San Diego for
his health in 1921,
accompanied by his wife
and six children, and
established United Cap
Works. San Diego was
close to the border and
filled with sunshine,
cheap labor, and Navy
contracts.

Ratner began mak-
ing uniforms and, in the

1930s, civilian
menswear. Sons Abe
and Nate joined him in
the business. After
World War 11, their
downtown factory
began turning out a
stylish variety of suits,
sports coats, and slacks.
Business in the postwar
era was good, but it
would become much
better under the direc-
tion of Abe’s ambitious
young son-in-law.
Abe’s daughter
Pauline met Stanley
Foster on a blind date
while she was a student
at Reed College in Port-
land, Oregon. The son
of a Ukrainian scrap
dealer, he ran a down-
town furniture store.
They married in 1954
and moved to San
Diego, where Stan
worked his way up the
ladder at Ratner Cloth-
ing, first in the shipping
department, then in
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sales.

In 1970, at the age
of 42, Stan Foster suc-
ceeded 64-year-old Abe
Ratner as president of
the business and quickly
moved to put his stamp
on the firm. In 1972, he
took the company pub-
lic. A year earlier he had
purchased the Hang Ten
trademark for $2 mil-
lion, the beginning of a
multimillion-dollar
licensing bonanza for
the firm.

The Ratner com-
pany was a creature of
the border. It built a
310,000-square-foot

f