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Considering Laser
Vision Correction?

Compare what we offer to what other San Diego surgeons offer.

West Coast Other Eye
Eyecare  Surgeons

B Is your doctor “I Lasik” certified? ......................... .. .. Yes ?

B Will your exam, surgery and follow-up care be provided by
the same doCtor? . ... ... Yes ?

B Do they use the new “Iris Registration Tracking Device”

for a safer, more effective procedure? ............ ... .. .l Yes ?
B Do they offer 4th generation FS Intralase to create a safer,

faster, more controlled, bladeless all-laser procedure? ................. Yes ?
B Do they have hidden prices or add-onfees? ......................... No ?

B Will they diagnose your vision needs and recommend the
most appropriate refractive surgery (LASIK, CK, PRK, Multifocal
Implants/Restor, etC.)? ... ... ... Yes ?

Call Angela for a free consultation
Refractive procedures from *999 per eye’
Free *500 Gift Card with Custom Intralase’

“Having the LASIK procedure has completely changed my life.
I never thought I'd be so excited to wake up and be able to see my alarm clock!
As nervous as | was to have this procedure done, Dr. Katzman and his staff
were extremely comforting and explained everything as it was happening.

I'd go back and do it a million times to keep my vision as perfect as it is now.”
- Marisa K.

Dr. Barry Katzman voted one of San Diego’s “Top Doctors”
by San Diego Magazine
“America’s Top Ophthalmologist”
from Guide to America's Top Ophthalmologists from Consumer Research Council of America.

WEST |
COAST

West Coast Eyecare has helped San Diego see clearly for over 25 years.
Six Locations: College Area/La Mesa « El Cajon « South Bay
Clairemont/Mira Mesa * Escondido/Vista/RB « Alpine

WestCoastEyeCare.com * 1-888-230-7314

*See office for details. Cannot be combined with other offers.

EYECARE

ASSOCIATES
AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Are droopy eyelids making you look older or sleepy?
Interfering with your vision?

In 20 minutes you’ll look
10 years younger!

Dr. Barry Katzman voted one of San Diego’s “Top Doctors”
by San Diego Magazine, “America’s Top Ophthalmologist”
from Guide To America’s Top Ophthalmologists
from Consumer Research Council of America

Free °500 Gift Card
through July*

500 off both upper and lower lids* or *100 off either upper lids or lower lids*
Call 619-697-4600 x105. Ask for Angela.

Insurance can cover
this procedure.

Schedule a consultation to see if you qualify.
Call 1-800-631-4590. Ask for Angela.

Six Locations: College Area/La Mesa
El Cajon « South Bay « Clairemont/Mira Mesa
Escondido/Vista/RB « Alpine

1-888-230-7314

www.westcoasteyecare.com

WEST

COAST
EYECARE

ASSOCIATES
AMEDICAL PRACTICE
Must bring ad at time of visit. Offer expires 7/31/09.

*See office for details. All offers not valid with certain plans
or insurance. Cannot be combined with other offers.
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| Di&sQ,
In accordance with Prop 215 S.B 420 H&S 11362.5

858-541-2001 - 7933 Balboa Ave
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LASIK

(Laser Vision Correction)

Interest-Free Financing
Approval Guaranteed™

We accept VSP and
other insurance.

We Offer Military &
Law Enforcement Discounts

San Diego Pro Football Player Shaun Phillips
“Having the doctors in the top 1% of the country in your own
backyard — you can’t ask for anything better.”

-Shaun Phillips, Pro Football Player

Summer Specials! Expires July 25, 2009.

200 Off

Standard Intralase or Custom LASIK

All offers are for new patients only with no prior history of refractive
surgery. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value. Must
present coupon at time of consultation. Offer cannot be applied
retroactively to prior procedures. Some restrictions may apply. Expires
7/25/09.

Standard LASIK %699 = =*

PER MONTH
PER EYE

Regularly $1500 per eye (app. savings of $800 per eye)
Per eye — any nearsighted prescription with no

astigmatism. Additional $6.50 per month per eye
for astigmatism (or $300 per eye).

Custom LASIK #1499 7 ="

0o*

3 PER EYE

PER MONTH

Regularly $2500 per eye (app. savings of $1000 per eye)

Per eye — any prescription

*400 ©ff

Custom Intralase GLASIK)

All offers are for new patients only with no prior history of refractive
surgery. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value. Must
present coupon at time of consultation. Offer cannot be applied
retroactively to prior procedures. Some restrictions may apply. Expires
7/25/09.

All-Laser (lade-free)
Standard (Intralase) 1199 o -

00*

PER MONTH
PER EYE

Regularly $2000 per eye (app. savings of $800 per eye)

Per eye — any nearsighted prescription

All-Laser (lade-free)

Custom LASIK [iLASIK]¢1799 &=

$4(00". 2
DEAL

PER MONTH

PER EYE

Regularly $2850 per eye (app. savings of $1050 per eye)

Per eye — any prescription

Call for a Complimentary Consultation

1-800-GET-LASIK

(438-5274)

www.GlobalLaserVision.com
Over 50,000 Surgeries Performed to Date!

MEET DR. YAGHOUTI

Refractive Eye Surgery specialist
from Harvard University.

e

Do You Have
Pterygium? (¢Carnosidad?

Pterygium (pronounced tur-1J-ee-um)
is a growth on the inner corner of the eye
which could lead to irritation or astigmatism.

Our fast procedure can remove
this growth with no sutures.

Dr. Yaghouti has been voted
America’s Top Ophthalmologist
by Consumer Research Council of America.

Need Contacts
or Glasses?

We accept VSP
and other insurance.

Free Eye Exam

(With purchase of frame & lenses)
Offering a variety of designer eyewear.

New patients only. With no insurance. Savings of up to $190.
Expires 7/25/09.

Contact Lens Exam *85

Includes eyeglass prescription, fitting,
follow-ups, and solution kit.
(Toric, multifocal and gas perms slightly higher.)

New patients only. With no insurance. Savings of up to $180.
Expires 7/25/09.

6950 Friars Road (<)
Suite 100 C'-:g

Across from Fashion Valley Mall

GLOBAL
LASER VISION

MEDICAL CENTER, INC

Se Habla Espaiiol
Promo Code: RDR0709

*All offers are for new patients only with no prior history of refractive surgery. Cannot be combined with any other offers. No cash value. Must present coupon at time of consultation. Offer cannot be applied retroactively to prior procedures. Some restrictions
may apply. Financing is based on 60 months at 11.90% per month (OAQ). Surgery must be performed by 7/25/09. **Down payment and processing fee required. Must be employed for past two years. Valid state-issued identification, major credit card and
checking account in patient’s name required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Call for details.

S 600 ‘6 A[ 4opvay 0331 ues
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CITY LIGHTS

CITY LIGHTS

UNDER THE RADAR

Manchester’'s money GoP guber-
natorial hopeful Meg Whitman has been get-
ting lots of campaign cash
from some of San Diego’s most
famous Republicans. One of
the most prominent is Doug
Manchester, the hotel mag-
nate whose financial backing
for Proposition 8, the anti-gay
marriage measure on last
Meg Whitman ~ November’s state ballot, caused
opponents to boycott his down-

town Manchester Grand Hyatt; he later offered
to contribute $125,000 to gay and lesbian causes
in an unsuccessful attempt to quiet the contro-
versy. On June 22, his Manchester Financial Group
gave $25,900 to Whitman, who also backed Prop
8. Former congressman Tom Campbell, one of
her Republican primary opponents, favors gay
marriage. The third major candidate, state insur-
ance commissioner Steve Poizner, is generally
regarded as being to the right of Whitman on social
issues and is, like Whitman, a Prop 8 supporter.

Other locals anteing up $25,900 for Whit-
man included millionaire diet maven Jenny
Craig; Marilyn Fletcher, wife of former savings-
and-loan kingpin Kim Fletcher, who gave ear-
lier; Laurie Burt; and Rancho Santa Fe’s Steve
Cassidy, director of business for youreeeka.
Marshall Merrifield, the wealthy security com-
pany owner who lost out in a bid for San Diego
City Council last year and also failed in his recent
quest to become a San Diego port commissioner,
kicked in $15,900. Daniel Barry of Barry Estates,
Inc., gave $10,000, as did James Catledge of
Impact Resort Marketing. Lehn and Richard
Goetz, owners of Café Coyote and Trophy Prop-
erties, Inc., gave a total of $10,000 in catering
services. Louis Schooler, president of Western
Financial Planning, was a $5000 donor. Kirk
Haney, president of SG Biofuels in Encinitas,
contributed $5000.

Poizner’s only local big contributor for the
period was Escondido’s Joe Jubela, who made
his fortune selling tires. He gave $10,000.

Meanwhile, ex—-Democratic congresswoman
Lynn Schenk gave $6500 to the gubernatorial
campaign of Jerry Brown, for whom she worked
when he was governor back in the 1970s and
early ’80s. Richard Bloch, a founder of the
Phoenix Suns basketball team and a resident of
Rancho Santa Fe, gave Brown $6500.

Big-ship politics with unemployment
soaring, news that a San Diego—based aircraft car-
rier may be pulling out for good would come as
unwelcome news to local politicians. On the
other hand, one Seattle-area congressman has been
trumpeting that very possibility in an attempt
to get more federal money for his district. What
is known for certain is that the Navy is playing

a game of high-level musical chairs with a cou-
ple of its carriers, including the USS Nimitz. The
San Diego—based nuclear-powered ship is set to
depart for Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in Bre-
merton, Washington, in December 2010 for 16
months of maintenance, according to a news
release issued by Democratic congressman Norm
Dicks. Following repairs, Dicks said, the Nimitz
will be based in nearby Everett, where it will
replace the USS Abraham Lincoln, which in turn
will go to Norfolk, Virginia, for refueling in 2013.

The Everett, Washington Herald tried to ver-
ify the congressman’s report that the Nimitz
would be permanently home-ported in the
Pacific Northwest, but a Navy spokesman in
San Diego would only confirm that the ship
was heading north for maintenance. Despite
that, George Behan, who is Dicks’s chief of

USS Nimitz

staff, was sticking to the congressmar’s story: “While
the Navy appears to want to leave options open,
we still expect this sequence of events,” he told
the paper. But a congressional source said this
week there are no plans to permanently move
the Nimitz. A spokesman for Dicks didn’t respond
to a request for comment.

Border influence San Diego Democ-
rats don’t have much sway on the Southwest Bor-
der Task Force set up by Barack Obama’s Jus-
tice Department. Only 3 members of the 21-
member board hail from San Diego County, and
2 of those are Republicans: Mayor Jerry Sanders
and San Diego Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce head Ruben
Barrales, a deputy assistant to
President George W.Bush for
five years. The lone local Demo-
cratic-leaning backer, Jeffrey
Davidow, who gave $1000 to
! Obama’s campaign last year
Ruben Barrales and the same to John Kerry’s
failed presidential quest in 2004,
isn’t all that local, having been a 34-year career
ambassador in the State Department before mov-
ing here to become president of the Institute of
the Americas in 2003. Dr. Bob Ross, who now
heads the Los Angeles—based California Endow-
ment and was director of the Health and Human
Services Agency for the County of San Diego
from 1993 to 2000, is also on the board.

— Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published
in this column. Call our voice mail at 619-235-
3000, ext. 440, or fax your tip to 619-231-0489.

What’s Wrong with
Family Visitors?
By Don Bauder

isitors to downtown hotels are a pid-
dling few. Residents of downtown con-

dos are a piddling few. But that won’t stop

the establishment from did-
dling taxpayers for more
downtown development —

shape.
As interviews reveal, con-
servatives and liberals alike

CITY LIGHTS

areas has failed dismally:
cleaning up and restoring
parks and beaches, for exam-
ple, would bring tourists and
also boost residents’ quality
of life. The hospitality indus-
try should try to recruit fam-
ilies, not convention attendees
who will get more of what
they want (vice) in Las Vegas.

Although the City is broke,
the focus remains on down-
town. Mark Fabiani, propa-
gandist for the Chargers, hails
“anew willingness of the City

Presidio of San Francisco

believe that San Diego’s grand
design to build up down-
town while neglecting other

a travesty because outlying
parks, libraries, beaches, and
other assets are in such bad

U-T Seeking to Rent Part of Headquarters Space: Some
potential renters have already looked at the fourth and fifth floor ...

Job Losses Soar; Some Expect Weak Growth for Years:
Economists had expected a 9.6% unemployment rate ...

Read Don Bauder news updates like these every day at SDReader.com

Liberty Station of San Diego

of San Diego to work with
us” in finding a downtown
location for a football sta-
dium. There is a big push to
put a combined library/school
next to the ballpark, thus
providing infrastructure to be
tapped by the Padres, whose
$300 million—plus subsidy

continued on page 8

Neal Obermeyer
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CITY LIGHTS

Eat Here,

Get Towed

By Joe Deegan

Call it blind loyalty, if you like. For a
place to tell me his story, Clark Waters

chose the Denny’s restaurant at the corner

of Pacific Highway and
Hawthorn Street. Only days
earlier, he had been picketing
the Denny’s on West Point
Loma Boulevard. The sign he
held? “Warning: My vehicle
was towed while I ate at
Denny’s”

Waters, who is 82, tells me
he’s been eating at the West
Point Loma Denny’s for ten
years, sometimes as often as
three times a week. And dur-
ing every visit, he insists, his
motor home sat in the same
parking place. It's a spot where
large vehicles park while their
owners, including many out-
of-town travelers, visit the
restaurant.

Atabout 8:00 p.m. on June
3, Waters pulled into his usual
spot. He tells me that a friend
planned to meet him at the
restaurant. The friend had
taken him to a doctor’s appoint-
ment several weeks earlier. In
return, Waters wanted to buy
a dinner the two could share.

Waters came early so he
could use the bathroom in his
motor home. He must stay
close to a bathroom due to
two colon surgeries he under-
went last year. “For three
months afterwards,” he tells
me,“T had to wear a colostomy
bag. It was the worst three
months of my life. ] was finally
able to have the bag removed.
Now I'm doing everything I can
to keep from getting cancer
in that part of my colon. Unfor-
tunately, part of it means fre-
quent and long stays in the
bathroom.”

After a half-hour stay inside,
Waters says he heard a loud
and violent banging on the
back door that continued
while he made his way to open
it. What ensued was a rau-
cous shouting match with a

Heritage Security Services
guard who patrols the park-
ing lot of the Midway Towne
Center at the corner of West
Point Loma and Midway
Drive. Besides Denny’s, the
center is home to Wachovia
bank, Longs drugstore, and
Souplantation, as well as 10

CITY LIGHTS

acting like Rambo but was
really just saving face,” says
Waters, who announced his
intention to go into the Denny’s,
“as is my usual practice. ‘No,
you're not; the guard yelled, ‘and
if you do, I'll have your vehi-
cle towed, ”he said, according
to Waters.

Perhaps counting on pro-
tection from Denny’s, Waters
defied the threat. He went into
the restaurant, ordered cof-
fee, and waited for his friend.
“After about half an hour,”
Waters tells me, “Tlooked out-
side and saw that a tow truck
already had my motor home
hooked up. I quickly paid my
bill and ran out.”

It's bad enough to see your
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or 12 smaller retail stores.

Waters greeted the guard at
his door with a hostile “What
are you doing banging so hard
on my door?” He stepped out
of his motor home and onto
the pavement. The guard was
demanding that Waters get his
vehicle off the property, say-
ing he had no right to camp
out there. The men attacked
each other verbally, says Waters,
each of them slinging copi-
ous “t** yous.” The altercation
lasted a good ten minutes.

A buddy was visiting the
guard, and in Waters’s opin-
ion, the guard was trying to
impress the friend with “how
macho he could be. He was

$235 on the spot. At the scene,
Waters overheard the security
guard explaining his action by
saying the motor home had
been parked for four hours.

Waters withdrew money
from a nearby ATM, retrieved
his vehicle, and left. The next
day, he went back to Denny’s.
The manager, Waters says,
expressed outrage at what hap-
pened and promised to call
him after checking out whether
the company could do any-
thing to help get his money
back.

After not hearing back,
Waters called Denny’s and
found that the manager in
question had gone on vaca-
tion. So over the weekend, he

car in such straits, but unless
Waters could be persuasive,
he was about to witness his
home rolling away. Where
would he sleep? He recently
gave up an apartment and now
stays nights in the motor home
on a piece of private property
owned by a friend. He is a
retired swimming-pool con-
struction worker and says he
lives on $1000 a month.
“When 1 got to the tow
truck,” says Waters, “I asked
the driver if there was any-
thing I could do to hold on to
my motor home that night”
The answer, after the driver’s
supervisor showed up from
Coastal Pride Towing, was

Clark Waters

returned with his sign blam-
ing Denny’s and picketed for
hours each day. He came back
several more times. Each day
that he picketed, he says, peo-
ple would walk up to hear his
story. Finally, a different store
manager came out and told
Waters he was hurting business
and that she would call the
police unless he left. “Haven’t
you ever heard of the First
Amendment?” Waters says he
told her. “I'm on the sidewalk,
and that’s public property”
Meanwhile, Waters called
Coastal Pride Towing, Her-
itage Security, and Jim Bernard,
the property manager for Mid-

continued on page 10
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Nightmare on Elm

Imperial Beach— At approx-
imately 3:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 3, four assailants
wearing black ski masks
entered a home on Elm
Avenue in Imperial Beach.
A male and female inside
the home were ordered

to lie on the floor, and the
female's hands were bound
with duct tape.

The male victim resis-
ted their efforts to duct-
tape his hands, so one
of the perpetrators pep-
per-sprayed him and told
him they would kill him
if he resisted further. The
male victim was subse-
quently struck in the head
with a revolver, causing
a laceration.

The home invaders took
about $350 from the male
victim's wallet but he man-
aged to escape from the
house and asked neigh-
bors to call 911. The four
perpetrators left the home;
one was apprehended by
sheriff's deputies as he
fled on foot. The victims
identified him in a curb-
side lineup.

Later that evening,
another home invader was
apprehended in South San
Diego. He admitted he
had participated in the
home invasion and was
arrested. Two suspects
remained at large at press
time.

By Peter C. Salisbury, 7/6

Drop Zone

Chula Vista — According
to San Diego County asses-
sor/cleri/recorder David L.
Butler, the assessed value
of all taxable property in
the county has dropped to
a 25-year low — an over-
all decrease of 2.3 per-
cent from the previous

year — to $399.9 billion.

Out of the 225,000
properties reviewed for
a potential reduction in
value, over 216,000
properties received a
reduction from county
assessors.

According to the data,
the cities most impacted
were Chula Vista, with a
10.4 percent reduction,
Lemon Grove, with a 9.4
percent decrease, and
Escondido, with a 6.7 per-
cent reduction in total
assessment values.

Throughout the county,
five cities recorded
increases in property
assessments. Those cities
were Del Mar, Coronado,
Solana Beach, Poway, and
Encinitas.

Property owners who
have had their assess-
ments reduced will receive
notice in the mail by mid-
July 2009, informing them
of the new assessed value.

Ending the press release,
Butler reminded property
owners that if they dis-
agree with their assessed
values, they can file an
appeal between July 2 and
November 30, 2009.

By Dorian Hargrove, 7/6

Cops’ Lot

Ocean Beach — The pier
parking lot has tradition-
ally been a coveted loca-
tion for RV owners to park

on the 4th of July. The lot
is steps to the beach,
amenities for children are
close by, and the view for
the evening fireworks is
optimal.

Overnight parking is
prohibited in the lot, so the
first RVs began arriving
shortly after 6 a.m. on

continued on page 10
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Family
visitors

continued from page 6

was apparently insufficient,
even though this year’s aver-
age attendance is running
lower than their last year at
Qualcomm Stadium (2003).
Despite the dismal tourism
outlook and plunge in tran-
sient occupancy tax (hotel
tax) receipts, the establish-
ment pushes for an expansion
of the convention center, per-
haps accompanied by a City-
financed hotel to compete
with other severely ailing,
subsidized hotels. Businesses
will be assessed to put money
in a business improvement
district in East Village.
“The parks are dreadful,”
says Bruce Henderson, for-
mer councilmember, a con-
servative. “We should have
enhanced Balboa Park to
make it more attractive to
San Diegans as well as
tourists. We should long ago
have put underground park-
ing at the zoo.” Over the

years, says Henderson, mon-
eybags “from outside San
Diego came to take advan-
tage of the financing and
subsidies offered by the City
of San Diego in the name
of redevelopment. A few very
greedy business people saw
a power vacuum. John
Moores did to San Diego
what he did to Peregrine
shareholders.” (Moores, the
Texan who once almost
entirely controlled the Padres
and raked in a bundle on
East Village real estate, was
chairman of Peregrine Sys-
tems and dumped almost
$500 million of his stock
during the period when the
books were cooked.) “Instead
of more livable, they made
San Diego less livable.”

As to the Chargers, Hen-
derson says there is no room
for a stadium downtown
“unless they want to hang it
on a skyhook above the con-
vention center or build a ver-
tical stadium. They need 100
to 150 acres to build a new
stadium and a vast panoply

CITYLIGHTS

of other related facilities, but
those days are gone.” The
Chargers, who really want to
move to Los Angeles, have
been going through the
motions in Chula Vista,
Oceanside, and downtown
because “they have to demon-
strate to National Football
League owners that they are
making an effort to work
with the community. The
league wants to avoid a back-
lash in which Congress enacts
punitive legislation to stop
teams from moving to other
cities.”

The push to build a down-
town library/school “is a
money grab by developers,”
says Councilmember Carl
DeMaio, another conserva-
tive. “The dirty secret” is that
the school will need parking
for 400 to 700 people and
have 30 parking spots. “I
pressed [administration offi-
cials] and was told that the
students can park across the
street in a private garage that
John Moores owns.” The $80
million in redevelopment

Need Contacts or Glasses?

Free Eye Exam

(With purchase of frame & lenses.)

New patients only. With no insurance. Savings of up to $190.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/25/09.

Contact
Lens Exam °85

25% Off Frames

with purchase of lenses.

Not to be used in conjunction with insurance
or any other offer. Expires 7/25/09.

Includes eyeglass prescription, fitting,
follow-ups, and solution kit.

(Toric, multifocal and gas perms slightly higher.)

New patients only. With no insurance. Savings of up to $180.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/25/09.

We accept VSP and other insurance.

Authorized center for: Prada * Fendi ¢

Dolce & Gabbana « Gucci *

Bvlgari « Dior « Bebe

Nicole Miller « Ray Ban ¢ FYSH « Maui Jim < Armani Exchange ¢ Guess ¢ Cole Haan

Gianfranco Ferré « Klik + Moschino « Dunhill «

1-888-666-1549

Farzad Yaghouti, MD
Medical Director

Se Habla Espafiol «

6950 Friars Road, Suite 100
Across from Fashion Valley Mall

Missoni ¢

Promo Code: RDR0709

Izod & more

.

GLOBAL
LASER VISION

MEDICAL CENTER, INC

Interested in iLasik? Call 1-888-667-7698 Today!

funds that Centre City Devel-
opment Corporation pro-
poses to put into the library
“should be used for vital pub-
lic services — underfunded
services citywide.”

Liberals feel the same way.
Says Steve Erie, professor of
political science at the Uni-
versity of California at San
Diego, “San Diego has a dif-
ferent way of doing devel-
opment. We put all of our
eggs in the downtown [Cen-
tre City Development Cor-
poration] basket. Places like
Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco have spread the tax-
increment public investment
to the neighborhoods. We
have also put too many eggs
in the tourism basket; we
have produced a welter of
low-wage jobs without fringe
benefits.”

He cites a classic exam-
ple: San Diego took the old
Naval Training Center and
basically converted it to
upscale housing. There was
some historical preservation,
but not much for the citi-
zenry or visitors to enjoy. By
contrast, San Francisco con-
verted the Presidio into a
park with 800 acres of open
space, 145 acres of native
plant communities, and 300
acres of forest. There are 870
structures at the Presidio,
and 470 are historic— build-
ings from the days of yore. The
facility attracts 5 million vis-
itors a year. “San Francisco is

CITY LIGHTS

much more devoted to pub-
lic facilities,” says Erie. “Look
at the transportation system.
They really guard the public
space and value it; we don’t”
Continues Erie, “Our own
crown jewels are at risk: parks,
beaches. Balboa Park may be
headed into privatization.
There will be naming rights
and neon signs everywhere.”
Erie’s book, Paradise Plun-
dered: Fiscal Crisis and Growth
Politics in San Diego, will
come out next year.
“Downtown redevelop-
ment has been at the expense
of the neighborhoods, pub-
lic spaces, and libraries,” says
Mike Davis, a Golden Hill
resident who is a professor of
creative writing at the Uni-
versity of California at River-
side and coauthor of Under
the Perfect Sun: The San Diego
Tourists Never See. Redevel-
opment funds were origi-
nally for such purposes as
affordable housing but were
“hijacked” by downtown
developers. San Diego “has the
most backward redevelop-
ment program in the whole
state.” The overwhelming
emphasis has been on “high-
end residential” while other
cities stress affordable hous-
ing. In San Diego, “The naked
fact is that downtown has
been a black hole of tax-incre-
ment financing, self-govern-
ment by the downtown
landowners and business
interests with minimum con-

CITYLIGHTS

cessions to the neighbor-
hoods.” In Los Angeles and
San Francisco, “There were
big revolts against tax-incre-
ment financing and redevel-
opment; [those cities] had
to pay some tribute to social
needs.”

Says Norma Damashek,
president of the League of
Women Voters, “Balboa Park
is for citizens but is a huge
draw for tourists. We are let-
ting that go. Mission Bay is a
disaster, a pollution pit. We
don’t take care of assets that
bring tourists. The City never
solved the storm-water
drainage problem, and that
has had a negative impact on
the beaches. The money is
going into the pockets of major
moneymaking interests.”

Councilmember Donna
Frye has fought for years to
make Centre City Develop-
ment Corporation pay back
the money it owes the City
rather than launch new down-
town projects. She wants
more money for neighbor-
hoods. “I would argue that safe
neighborhoods, safe parks,
amenities are ways to pro-
mote tourism and also ben-
efit the people who live here,”
says Frye.

Sums up Davis, “San Diego
has become an icon as the
downtown that works — the
most successful example of
redevelopment on the coast.
My opinion is that it is little
short of disastrous.” m
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619-235-8200

Modify Your Loan,

Save Your Home.

Start Today As Low As $199
Accredited Member of the BBB.

www.yourhomestart.com. Se Habla Espanol.
DRE Lic# 01815297. Call Homestart today:
858-581-1800 or toll free: 888-219-9796.

Accident/ DUI Free Consult

Ex Asst. Attorney General Dan Sochor, 760-898-0950.

Divorce Difficult Decision
Mediation Should Not Be

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Are You Facing Eviction?
Got a 3/30/60 day notice? Sued? Fight back!
Call Attorney David Wolff. 760-632-8980.

il

Complete. Includes fees.

rup

!

Debt relief agency ¢ Payment plans available
Appointments M-F 8 am-8 pm, Sat. 9 am-5 pm
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Chapter 7

tcy

Call for a free consultation.

Attorney Roger Stacy

888-210-4813

www.619Bankruptcy.com
Bankruptcy law firm. Free phone/in-office consult.
Weekend/evening appointments OK. 619-794-0461.

Experienced Tax Attorney

Master of Laws in Taxation Solution to IRS, FTB, EDD,
and Sales Tax problems. Tax preparation. Consulting.
Reasonable rates. Personal attention.

Atty Ronson Shamoun, 619-595-1655, IRSsolution.com.

Don't Let IRS Ruin Your Life!
Peace of mind is within your reach!

Call 1-877-FIXABLE (24 hours) for recorded
message and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
858-292-0700, www.fixabletax.com.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years' IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-530-1675.

DUI Defense Attorney

Experienced. Aggressive. Avoid court. Stay out of
jail. Free consult. 619-564-8877. Visa/ MC/Amex.

Divorce/Custody/Support

Contact Happ Law Group P.C. 619-906-5800.

Bankruptcy?? Only $800
Attorney's Fees

for unsecured debt. 24 years' experience.
This combo can't be beat. 619-544-0669.

Expired Gift Cards/
Certificates

If you have an expired gift card or gift certificate,
you may have legal rights. Call 619-239-1300.

Quick & E-Z Divorce $69.95/up
15 years' experience. Thousands of completed divorces.
Issues: Child custody, support, property. 24/7 service.
QuickandE-ZDivorce.com. 619-793-6796.

Strip Junior Liens. Ch. 13

Or fresh start in Ch. 7. Experienced bankruptcy.
Stop all collections. Debt Relief Agency.
Raymond Schimmel, Esq., 619-275-1520.

Get The Bankruptcy Facts

Straight talk from experienced bankruptcy lawyers.
Free consult and free bankruptcy document kit:
619-295-3322. SanDiego-Bankruptcies.com.

Stop Home Foreclosure
Ch. 13 Bankruptcy or
Loan Modification

All work done by experienced attorneys with practice
limited to bankruptcy mortgage laws. 858-335-1162.

Affordable Legal Services
Do you need help with a criminal or civic matter?
Call Attorney Mark G. Spencer at 619-233-8610.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

IRS Problem?

There is a solution. Let a professional handle the
IRS. Free consultation.

Stephen Jackman, Tax Consultant.
619-225-9854 or skjtax@earthlink.net.

Divorce “Self- Help" From $85

Lowest cost services since 1976— Reg. #54
Custody/Visit/Support, etc. Direct: 619-454-0994.

Bankruptcy Attorney 7, 13

Stop Lawsuits & Repossessions
Call to speak to attorney. Debt Relief Agency.
858-335-1162. BankruptcySD.com.

Low Cost Divorce— Support
$100 starts, easy payments, online divorce available.
MC/Visa. #7. www.Legal-Choices.com. 619-593-6000.

Eliminate Your Debts!
Chapter 7 $1000

Plus court fee. Eliminate your second mortgage!
Attorney Kenneth Cooke with 16 years of experience,
honesty, and excellent service handling personal,
corporate, business bankruptcies, both Chapters 7 & 13.
Doing business the right way! 619-425-5231.

Open Monday-Friday, 9am-8pm; Saturday, 9am-5pm.

Cash Fast!

$500-$1000/ day returning calls. No selling. IRS
approved. “My first 72 hours brought me $11,000."
LeAnne, Housewife, LA. 888-905-5888.

Auto Accident? Other Injury?

Free advice! Injury Law Center, 619-338-8230.

Bankruptcy? Our Fees Are
Less Than Those ‘TV Guys'

23 years' experience in tax, real estate, plus
bankruptcy. Craig Trenton, Esq. 619-544-0669.

No Recovery Means No Fee!
Contingency Attorney Can Help

If you're injured in an accident, mistreated at work

or need help with a contract or insurance claim,

we'll fight for you! We're experienced and aggressive.
Consultation is free, so what have you got to lose?
Don't hesitate, call us today: 619-239-1300, e-mail:
morris@sandiegolegal.com. Morris and Associates.
Personal Injury, Sexual Harassment, Business Litigation.

Have You Been Ripped Off?

By a loan mod company? Party to a contract? Anyone?
Aggressive and affordable attorneys can help you.

We also handle family, immigration & bankruptcy/debt
matters. Paul Benson Myong & Pamilla— 877/443-7267
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Car Repo'd Or About To Be?

Call now to save it! 619-544-0669.

Traffic Tickets?

Don't pay. Hire an attorney to fight for $100.
No attorney fee if ticket not dismissed.
Contact Law Offices of Elizabeth Aronson,
760-685-8242 or SanDiegoTrafficTickets.com.

$999 Chapter 7 Bankruptcy

Includes Court Fees
Attorney rep. $300 starts. Asaph Abrams, Esq.
Free consultation. BankonitSD.com. 858-344-0500.

Bankruptcy, Fast Divorce

We answer the phone— Talk to a lawyer— 8am-7pm.
Low down payments— Same day filing— Free advice.
FixedPriceLegalCenters.com (sm). 800-993-1998.

Foreclosure Removal!
Clean up your credit!

Don't wait 7 years to buy. Remove short sales.
Free analysis at 619-271-2255.

Aggressive Family Attorney

Experienced in Divorce
Divorce, custody, support, property, and paternity.
Call 619-542-1100. www.astephenrochalaw.com.

Got Warrants?

Felony, Misdemeanor, DUl & Probation Case Attorneys.
Abby Ertz, Esq. 619-840-4566. Summer warrants $649!

Bankruptcy— Low As $750
Free Consult- Al Gross, Esq.
888-FAIR-PRICE (888-324-7774). AskAttorneyAl.com.
Meet Local Singles on Lavalife
Voice! Call now! Must be 18+
619-618-2320.

Hypnosis— All Issues!
Smoking, weight, habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Bankruptcy 619-696-7444

Free Consultation, Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com
Call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.
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Sexually Harassed at Work?
Hostile Work Environment?
Discriminated Against?
Wrongful Termination?
Unpaid Overtime?

We are experienced in representing employees
and will vigorously defend your rights.

All too often, employees will ignore an

unfair work situation, or will wait too long
after a violation has occurred. Don't let

this happen to you! Call attorney Michael
Sousa today for a free, no obligation
consultation. 858-453-6122 x15.

Bankruptcy- Ch. 7, 11 & 13

Free consultation. Honest advice from an attorney.
A debt relief agency. Avatarlegal.com, 858-793-9880.

Aggressive Female Attorney
Criminal/Family Law. Melissa S. Lubin, 619-232-2900.

StoP IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Contact: D.M. Wayne, Tax Consultant.
858-614-0223. taxsolutionservices.com.

El Cajon BankruPtcy Lawyer
Free consultation. Reasonable fees. Office in
El Cajon. 619-794-0461, www.619bankruptcy.com.

Free List: Bank Owned &

Pre-Foreclosure Homes. Josie Ranjbar, Realtor,
Keller Williams, 858-602-9863, strongshore.com.

Ex-IRS Tax Attorney

Beat any price. Problems, returns, etc. 619-234-8471.

Wipe Out 2nd Mortgages
File Chapter 13 Bankruptcy

All work done by attorneys with 20 years'
experience. 858-335-1162.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanors/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

Ch 7 Bankruptcy $1099
Complete Includes Filing Fee

Debt relief agency. Free Consultation. Payment plans
available. 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, and 9am-5pm,
Saturdays. Over 9 years of experience. Se habla
Espanol. Attorney Roger Stacy, 619-253-8141.

Facing A Foreclosure
File 7 or 13 Bankruptcy

Save your home or wipe out negative equity.
Free consultation with experienced attorney.
619-321-8125, 858-335-1162. BankruptcySD.com.

Bankruptcy Chapters 7 & 13
$300 Starts Representation

All work done by experienced Bankruptcy Attorney.
BankruptcySD.com. 619-321-8125; 858-335-1162.

Affordable Family Lawyer

Divorce, domestic partnerships/agreements, custody,
child and spousal support/modification, paternity.

Call 858-490-4220 or visit us at www.GrucelaLaw.com.

Divorce Easy $79-Up

Affordable Legal Assistance, 619-479-4527.

Simple Divorce $149
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 760-722-8200.

www.bankruptcysd.com

Free Attorney Consult
858-335-1162, 619-233-4415.

Tax Problems Solved!
Current and back taxes, offers-in-compromise, more.
Low flat fees. www.tbiadvisory.com or 858-454-9031.

The Recession Busters!

401(k) in the toilet? Lose your job? Can't make
ends meet? Earn a substantial income with little
time invested. 2-minute recording: 858-605-9308.

Accident? Injury?
Get the compensation you deserve.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates. Visa/MC, flexible payment plans.
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Criminal Defense Attorney

DUI, traffic, possession, domestic violence, probation.
Experienced/aggressive. Free consult. Law Offices of
Scott Salmu, 619-232-4LAW (4529).

Start Your Credit Fresh

Bankruptcy made easy.
bankruptcysd.com, 858-335-1162.
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Towed

continued from page 7

way Towne Center. None of
them was willing to eat the
$235. Waters says that Bernard
was the most sympathetic but
in the end maintained that he
could do nothing.

By phone, I find that
Bernard did feel sorry about
what happened. But he tells
me that several eyewitnesses
reported that Waters was
extremely combative during
his confrontation with the
Heritage Security guard. “Then
[Waters] goes into the Denny’s
for coffee to make it all look
good”

The friend whose dinner
Waters intended to buy that
night had been gambling at
the Barona Casino and did
not arrive at Denny’s until
after ten o’clock. In support
of a subsequent effort by Waters
to recover his $235, the friend
has filed an affidavit in small
claims court that the dinner was
the men’s plan for the evening.

The bigger picture, says
Bernard, is that “we’ve been
having trouble recently with
people who park their motor
homes in the shopping center
for long periods of time. Some
of them have even emptied
their waste onto the pavement.”

How long had Waters been
parking behind the Denny’s
before the security guard
banged on his door? Based on
ahazy recollection of Heritage
Security’s report, Bernard

PACIFIC BEACH: T
1007 Garnet Ave. (at Cass) 858-213-6221

thought it had been “several
hours,”a hedging of the guard’s
four hours. Waters, however,
had shown me receipts that
put him at the Ralphs store a
half mile away on Sports Arena
Boulevard less than 45 min-
utes before the guard began
banging on his door.

“Yes, Waters told me that,”
says Bernard, who believes the
specificamount of time is not
relevant. State law, he says,
permits “property owners to
have vehicles removed after as
little as five minutes.” Bernard
thinks that on the night of the
Waters incident, the security
company was “just being very
strict with motor homes.” Signs
in the parking lot proclaim,
“Unauthorized or improperly
parked vehicles will be
impounded 24 hours a day at
owner’s risk and expense.”

Is Heritage Security sat-
isfied with its guard’s treat-
ment of Waters? I call the
company. A woman gives me
the voice mail of the
company’s president. “He’s
the one who will want to
speak with you,” she says. For
starters, I leave one question:
How long do you understand
Waters to have been in the
parking lot behind the
Denny’s? After several hours
and no response, I call back
and ask for the president. “He
went home for the weekend,”
the woman tells me. What
about my message? “Oh, he
calls back if he’s interested.” m

CITYLIGHTS

STRINGERS

continued from page 7

Saturday. No other signs
prohibiting parking were
in evidence. By 8 a.m., the
parking lot was full, grills
were fired, and then the
police arrived.

Representatives of the
San Diego Police Depart-
ment, including the
Mounted Enforcement
Unit, arrived shortly after
8 a.m. and evicted RV own-
ers from the lot in order
to facilitate parking for
their own vehicles.

Despite a number of
verbal exchanges, the
threats of arrest and tow-
ing of vehicles were suc-
cessful at prompting RV
owners to move. With
area parking already filled,
RV'ers were forced to relo-
cate to other locations,
most of them away from
the pier.

Several RV owners said
that they would be lodg-
ing complaints against the
police department.

By Grant Madden, 7/6

Stars and Stripes por
Siempre

Tijuana — A display of
American flags lined a por-
tion of Coahuila Boulevard
and environs during the
July 4 weekend. Old Glo-
ries were put into posi-
tion in anticipation of hol-
iday visitors from el otro

N
" HILLGREST:
3862 5th Ave. (at University) 619-298-4411

BUY-SELL-TRADE
GUILT-FREE

Fashion

N

lado (“the other side").

The annual rite has seen
more draping of the red,
white, and blue in the past
few years as local saloons
and dance halls attempt
to lure back Americans
who are reluctant to visit
Tijuana.

Vintage rock 'n’ roll
reverberated from inside
cavernous bars like the
Chicago Club, at the cross-
roads of Constitucion and
Coahuila. This reporter
hadn't heard so much Elvis,
Chuck Berry, Little Richard,
and Jerry Lee Lewis since
his grammar-school days.
The sales of bottlerock-
ets, firecrackers, and Roman
candles were up at the
local tiendas that offered
them.

Tijuana celebrates Inde-
pendence Day twice a
year — on July 4th and
the 16th of September,

CITY LIGHTS

Downtown Tijuana

which is when Mexico
broke ties with Spain in
1810 and began fighting
for independence.
By T.B. Beaudeau, 7/5
Comments
1. Finally, a positive story
about Tijuana. Good job.
By refriedgringo
2:25 p.m., Jul 5

Missin’ the Machines
Point Loma — Approxi-
mately two weeks ago, the
stamp-vending machines
were removed from the
Midway post office. While
frequently visiting this loca-
tion, I've encountered
many disappointed people
(especially at night and on
weekends) who cannot
understand why.

Many local residents
loved the self-service
machines because they
were available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, and

CITYLIGHTS

stocked postage in differ-
ent denominations and
quantities. It had been
possible to put one penny
into a machine and pur-
chase just one 1-cent stamp
to deal with a recent price
increase, if that was all
you needed.

According to a Mid-
way post office represen-
tative, two of the major
factors contributing to the
machines' demise involved
the fees associated with
sending cash to the bank
and the increasing diffi-
culty of obtaining replace-
ment parts for machines
that were becoming
obsolete.

She stated that by the
end of August, the machines
will be taken out of all
post offices.

By Scarlet Rosenblum, 7/5

Swarm In, Swarm Out
Downtown San Diego—On
Thursday, July 2, at the
top of the ninth inning in
a game between the Padres
and Houston Astros, bees
were seen buzzing around
in the outfield.

“The left fielder [Kyle
Blanks] started waving his
hands around and then
Tejada [the batter] pointed
towards the outfield and
everyone just saw a bunch
of bees,"” recounted a
Padres fan.

The mid-aftemoon game

NEED CONTACTS Now?

.
\H"\.

S N

R,

AVAIRA
CONTACTS

*19.00....

4-box minimum. Includes
$35 rebate.

Complete

& trial pair

AL TP 858 566-4110

9516 Miramar Rd. e San Diego ® 92126
www.drnickselby.com

contact exam $

Only

At last a bifocal contact that works!

PROCLEAR EP
*29.95....

4-box min.
Includes rebate.

84

Includes eyeglass prescription and solution kit.
Bifocals, Torics and gas-permeables $99.

Dr. Nick Selby,
Optometrist



drew 23,284 people, more
than the 16,670 and 15,276
that attended the previ-
ous two nights of the four-
game series.

Yet, a large number
of fans were driven out
of the stadium prema-
turely. People sitting near
the left-field area and
around the foul pole were
evacuated.

Before the game
resumed — after a 52-
minute delay — a bee-
keeper sprayed down the
bees who were swarming
around a chair and a
ballgirl's jacket.

The Padres went on to
lose to the Astros 7-2.

By Nathaniel Uy, 7/2

Whoops

Imperial Beach — An ele-
mentary school student
has been diagnosed with
pertussis, commonly
known as whooping cough.
On July 1, South Bay Union
School District superin-
tendent Carol Parish sent

2009 HYUNDAI ACCcenT

Sale price 8495
Military rebate 500
Net cost 7995

a letter to parents whose
children may have come
into contact with the ill
student.

The third-grade student
attended Oneonta Ele-
mentary School, which
held its last day of classes
on June 25. However, the
school is the site for a sum-
mer day-care program that
was to begin on Monday,
July 6.

Whooping cough is a
highly contagious illness
spread through the air
when aniill person coughs
or sneezes.

A ten-year old at Lemon
Crest Elementary school
in Lakeside was diagnosed
on Monday, June 29,
according to county health
officials.

The Imperial Beach
student’s illness was the
45th case of whooping
cough reported in the
county so far this year. In
all of 2008, 51 cases of
whooping cough were
reported in San Diego

$7995222

8 at this
price.

Sale price $8,495 less $500 Military Rebate (must be active
duty or spouse of same), $2,069.90 cash down and/or trade
equity, $119 per month for 72 months at 6.99% APR. On
approved above-average credit. 10 available at this payment.

County.
By Peter C. Salisbury, 7/2
Comments
1. A 10-year-old student
of Murray Manor Ele-
mentary School in La
Mesa (La Mesa-Spring
Valley School District)
is now the latest child
to be diagnosed with
whooping cough.
By PeteSalisbury
3:34p.m., Jul4

No-Wait Nuptials
Nixed
Downtown San Diego—San
Diego County is putting
the brakes on spur-of-the-
moment marriages. Begin-
ning Monday, July 6, mar-
riage licenses and civil cer-
emonies were to be offered
by appointment only.
“The walk-in marriage
services are being discon-
tinued due to budgetary
shortfalls and staff reduc-
tions,"” says David Butler,
county assessor/recorder/
clerk. Butler explains that

continued on page 14

GREEN KROSS
COLLECTIVE

3415 Mission Blvd.
SD, CA ‘-)2109

858-412-5944

Medical Grade Cannabis

thegreenkross@gmail.com

#1 HYUNDAI DEALER
IN SAN DIEGO

24-hr.

Gas Guarantee. Ask for details.

I.1

powered by priceleck

'-*‘ 9 credit approval hotline
-’ U 877-LOANTODAY

(877-562-6863)
4

2009 HYUNDAI SO/NATA GLS

$ 189 /mo.

5 at this

America’s Best WI]rrarﬂ_"l' H: HYLNDRA 3ale price $16,99f9,' $3,())0$0 (F)aod\[/)? Rdeboate, $1,(éOO Milit(ary Rebbate (must be activg
n uty or spouse of same), $500 Valued Owner Coupon (must be current registeres

il-Year! ?DU,UD&MJJ& ASEU rar1 Ge Hyundai owner), $300 HMA Special Tax Allowance, $3,063.12 cash down and/or

Powartraln Limited Warmnfy trade equity, $189 per month for 72 months at 6.99% APR. On approved above-

HYUNDAI

{ by pricibeck average credit. 6 available at this payment.

3150 National City Blvd., National City “Mile of Cars” - 888-207-1112

All prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges and dealer preparation charges, and any emission testing charge. Incentives subject to change by Hyundai Motor America. Expires 7/19/09.
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*1 off a Ib. of pulled

pork or beef brisket

(Reg. price *7)
Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. FREE smOked salmon

10% off fresh roasted i
1
1
One coupon per customer per booth. : spread I dip
|
1
1
1

chilis! Your Hatch chili
connection!

Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth.

.. Richie’s
& 3 Roasted
. Products
*1 off a *5
minimum purchase

Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth.

MERCATO

é with 15 purchase

Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth.
Ranchwood Deli & Catering Omega Me Well
Located at State & Date San Diego’s Best Gourmet smoked salmon
e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
FREE loaf of bread 1 pack of pita bread
with purchase of 2 loaves for 99¢
or FREE cookie with purchase of 2 hummus!

1

1

1

1
with purchase of loaf of bread | ONe coupon b uoter per BoSih,
1
1
1
1
1

o I?O Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. B b
Famlly One coupon per customer per booth. ava
Farms : Belen - Foods

Citrus, avocados, r Artisan Makes the finest Mediterranean cuisine.
fresh juice Our foods are made with all-natural ingredients

L Bakers and no preservatives.

---------------F------------------

FREE lemon bar $1 off a bar of
w/purchase of 1 pint of .
“Almost Famous” Turkey Chili _A\(OCBRCI? 9'!8 iﬁ?pd
egular price $8. Valid Saturday,

Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth. July 11, 2009 only. One coupon
per customer per booth.

FREE salmon dip and
FREE ceviche

w/*20 purchase

Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth.

LITTLE ITALY
FARMERS' MARKET

Visit the Little Italy Mercato
at Date & India Streets

S EEE LR L
-l e ]

9 am to 1:30 pm Sathdays e e World Famous Montana’s
year-round, rain or shine. . i smoked Fish Savories {,ﬁf% _':.?-.}"'e""li"f"(":’if
www littleitalymercato.com .;1-'\ g = Company & Sweets _

i

R

*1 off the purchase ! 1 off any curry  ; '2 off w/minimum *12
of 2 Paninis or stir-fry meal flower purchase

1 Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. ) Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
One coupon per customer per booth. Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. One coupon per customer per booth.
'\ iy B One coupon per customer per booth.

Organic white
nectarines

3 1.99/Ib.

Seb’S The MGaldonadO OValid Saturday, July 11, 2009 gnly.h
rowers ne coupon per customer per booth.
Paninis Black Thai at the corner of
1 e Authentic Thai Food Date & India

e B b T e e e S SR

e e e e e R e e

° ° ° °
Go big at the Orange ! 52 off a pair of ! Sweet and juicy
Truck! FREE Size Upgrade on, Salt & Pepper Tubes | Valencia Oranges
any drink! (for a Lil’ to a Big Cup) | Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. 1 51lb. bag - $3.00
Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. 1 One coupon per customer per booth. 1 o 9 o
One coupon per customer per booth. 1 1 Regular price $4. Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only.
e I I One coupon per customer per booth.
' | T JUES ON THE NOSE " She Sells | Schaner
(LTI ) .
R ™ I Sea Salts m Family Farms
g ] . Family owned and operated
We're the Big Orange Truck on 1 - h PE
.._ ___...,,. the corner of Date & State. | Bjack Truffle Salt, peppercorns, grinders & more! 1BCHANER FARME ilf?ec;ilg??éﬂ;g?gﬁgﬁ;&,& Lone Oak Ranch

FREE treats COMPLIMENTARY ! *1 off any homemade 152 off a 1/2Ib. of mixed
or FREE can of food 1 <up of COFFEE with purchase of, hesto or other spread

1
1
I . I (]
with purchase of 1 120z. bag of organic coffee beans 1 Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. 1 OIIves + a 112“’. Of
a bag of dry pet food 1 o\[{gligloaggjrr]dsg,r JcLLIJ|¥t01r17'1ezr0|:?egr gglc);th 1 One coupon per customer per booth. 1 imported Greek Feta
Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. 1 PR 1 1 (Reg. price $12)
el f : Cafe airtuoso | . ol | oSy 12009 o,
Lt iyl 1 providing fresh Specialty 1 IS toth mports 1 Pon b b '
m;,_': ————— Certified Organic Coffees at the corner
—— 1 . ‘ g 1 . 1
while promoting social and = of Date & India
Natural Pet JI, e T e environmental responsibility.-: "j :
1 ° 1
i 50¢ (I,1ff a whole, i Locally Produced | 2 sllcess of bruschetta ,
ive urchin Reg. price '4.50) 1 1 for 6 (Reg. price ‘8 1
Valid Saturday, July 11, 2009 only. 1 Farm-FreSh Meats 1 Valid Saturday, Jul 9” |2’009 onl 1
One coupon per customer per booth. 1 Pork, rabbit, chicken & grass-fed beef & lamb | One coupon pélé o per booih. 1
1 ‘1 off a min. ‘20 purchase & 1 T . 1
" : pu o Lisko "
FREE mesquite for grilling or smoking .
~ : o Valid Saturday, July 11,2009 only. : |I‘I1hp0I‘tS : Lisko Imports
- ne coupon per customer per booth. at the corner
. 1 1 of Date & India 1 at the Cornel: Of
San Diego Kelp Products 1 Da-Le-Ranch I I Date & India
1 1 1




+ More Choices, More Fun.

Farmer's ;. '& ‘

Market /%
‘t}a o

v

in the
Park

Visit the Viejas
Outlet Center’s
Farmer's Market
in the Park

3=-7pm.
Tuesdays, rain or shine.

www ViejasOutletCenter.com

Present this ad for
Free VIP coupon offers
Worth over 5300 at the
Viejas Outlet Center.
Redeem at; Jones New York
or 5D Tourist Info

RDR/July

$1.00 off Coupon

Onoour Award winning Ascolono
Extra Virgin Olive Gil. With a
wonderfully fruity and tropical,
and note apricot finish,
(250ML bottle)

N coupan par custamer per boath
Winjas Markat in the Park location anly,

ARBONNE’

INTERNATIONAL

Free Lipgloss

with any purchase.

O COARDEN Pt oustoenar par boath
Wiejas Market in 1he Pk locatian anly,

FREE treats or
FREE can of food

with purchase of a bag of dry pet foad

HALURALFPET E

Chve Dol P per £ USEOMET per Boodh,
Wiejas Markiet in The Pk lecation danly

Matural Pet

51 off a bottle of
Avocado oil

agudar or lemors-Tlasgmd)

Bpgular pilce S8 One Coupan g
TLIVIETET Ered BOerh, Viejas Markst
in The Park kadation anly

(Betlee Peeter

Randazzo Farms
51 off any purchase of 55

N COUIN DET CLESmer per booth
Viejas Market in the Park location ony.

mojo indigo
Jewelry, Hats, Accessories.
109 off your purchase with this
coupon in the month of July.

Randazzo
Farms

U e [y P R [ g —

ONe COUPON DET CuEiomer per booth,
Viejas Market in tha Park lacaticn ooy,

Smit Orchards
2 |bs cherries
for only 57.

CIne COUPDN Der fustnmer per booth,
Viejas Marken in the Park lncarnion omy

T T E R EET T T EEEER R

Bistro Blends
$2.00 off
any bottle

RnL Farms *
Buy 2lbs any

fruit get 1lb FREE d =

Cine coupon pEr cuEsomer per booth,
4 ‘iejas Mariet in the Fark location only.

| FREE salmon dip and :

w8
N\ A

w20 purchase |

. [ —

T T F T E R T E R

I
ekl thra July JIL 30 g

I
World Famous Smoked Fish Company 1

Orie= £emipin peor custamer per boath L]
Vieas Market in the Park lecation cedy 1
|

hﬂ-'---_--ﬂ'-——---

1 pack of pita bread
for 99¢

with purchase of 2 hummus!
O CORUPON per customes per booth.
Vigjas Markat in the Park location oniy

Baba Foods

g Makes the frest Medteranesn
'g. - culsing. Cur foods are made with

alknatural ingredieris and no preservatives.
- -

52 off sea salts
with minimum 515 purchase

{ne coupon per customer
per booth. Viekas Markes
iri the Park lecation anly.

i

She Sells Sea Salts

‘Wie have Black Truffle Saht & peppercorns. toao

PARADISE VALLEY
RANCH ; ’

Get 1 Large Hass
Avocado FREE
with minimum 510 purchase,

{Ine coupon per castomer per booth, Wejas
Market in the Park location onby

Free plant with $10. DD
purchase with

A Cut Above
Florist.

Good for July 7th, 14, &
Z2zh Aug 11th,18th K 35th

---------'--._-‘-'_h

Express Vegetarian

51.00 off any one "Ready Veggie"

d-pack. .
|

Virlid thiu August 4, 2009

NG COURDN PEr (LT

ped boith, Wiejis Markat in

the Park lgcation anly,

Lone Oak Ranch
Organic white nectarines

$1.99 =

Vabd theu July 25, 2002
One coupan per oushoemes
per boih

h-----------------

m $1.00 off any
r"’.lll 8P EY Featured
b T Product

Do not dupdicats or uses in corgpanction with
amy other offer. Expires B00/2009

O oo per custamer per booth.
Wiejas Market in tha Park location onky.

: Belen Artisan Bakers
FREE loaf of bread

with purchase of 2 loaves

or FREE scone ©
with purchasze of loaf of bread

s SO AT Cusanmer per Boooh. Visjas Market
in The Park kacation oy,

Italian lce Queen, Inc.
$1 Off purchase

{ne coupon per custamer per booth
Vicjas Market im the Fark location ony

“__Hﬂ-1-'----ﬂ-

25% off any purchase
Eco Minded Natural Body
Care Products & Gifts

{Ine coupan per customer per booth
Wiejas Market in the Park focation only,

S PR iRl B

%

! Landscaping E?}
20% off 7=
any item '

o §uma (o

BUY $20 2« GET $2carr

o G ey P Sl G P Booth,
iegas Marke1 i the Park kcation ordy

Santiago Farms
Fresh Lettuce
$2.50 per head §

llﬂ.l,,ﬁ' |

"-L_,*..P

One cowpon par
CUSTOMET P Donoah,
Viejas Market i the Park kocation oriy

FREE MOVIES
IN THE PARK

Every Tuesday Evening
through August 11

VIEJAS

QOutlet”Center
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Medical {!‘Canﬂabfs

of Sorrhern Caljformia

STTI2=00474

= Back/Joint Pain

= Anxiety/Depression
» Headaches

= Stress

= Difficulty Sleeping

= Nausea/Lipset Stomach
= High Biood Pressure

= 250 other indications

GETARANMEB

1'"'GRAND OPENING!'!!

bl
Encinitas Lecation * -
Mammoth Professional Bldg,
171 Saxony Suite 108
Encinitas, CA 92024

Irvine Location -

17910 Sky Park Circle
Suite 108
Irvine, CA 92614

CITY LIGHTS

STRINGERS

continued from page 11
marriage-license applica-
tions have been on the
rise during recent years.

Also beginning July 6,
the Chula Vista and Kearny
Mesa offices of the asses-
sor/recorder/county clerk
will be closed to the pub-
lic. Those wishing to tie
the knot will have to make
an appointment at the
downtown or San Marcos
office.

By Cindy Winslow, 7/2

Comments
1. Only if we could do the

same with the acquisi-

tion of firearms in most

of this country.

By MG 6:56 a.m., Jul 3

Beautiful I-15

Rancho Pefiasquitos— Drivers
on Interstate 15 may have
noticed new trees pop-
ping up, as Caltrans is now
landscaping the first opened
section of its $1.3 billion
1-15 Express Lanes project
with a variety of drought-

CITY LIGHTS

tolerant and native species.

Plantings of Canary
Island pines, California
pepper trees, and Chinese
flame trees began within
the past three months
along Carmel Mountain
Ranch interchanges and
on/off ramps. The stretch
from Camino del Norte to
Rancho Bernardo Road is
being prepped for land-
scaping, with olive trees
planned for the Rancho
Bernardo Road loop ramp.

The Chinese flame
trees, deciduous and with
red-spotted flowers, were
selected for Carmel
Mountain because they
have been in that com-
munity for over 25 years,
said Stephen Warren,
the project's landscape
architect.

The project’'s middle
segment — Highway 56
to Centre City Parkway —
has a landscaping budget
of over $6.4 million, which
pays for plants, hydroseed
mixes, mulches, rock, irri-

CALLA" CUT
DIAMOND

4242 Camino del Rio North
619-282-3900

(In Chili's shopping center at Mission Gorge & [-8)
Tues.Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-4 pm ¢ Enhancery.com
Check out our monthly specials!

CITY LIGHTS

Canary Island pines on I-15

gation, labor and more,
according to Stacy Keck,
a Caltrans spokeswoman.

Other water-wise flora
planned for use include:
Torrey pines, California
sagebrush, California buck-
wheat, lemonade berry,
and Indian Hawthorn.

At the loop ramp near
Lake Hodges, which begins
landscaping in mid-2010,
water-loving plants such
as California sycamores
and black cottonwood will

CITY LIGHTS

be used to blend in with
the riparian environment,
but will be planted to min-
imize watering.

When completed in
2012, the I-15 project will
introduce a 20-mile, four-
lane express lane facility
stretching from Highways
163 to 78. The project
began in November 2003.
The first portion opened in
September 2008.

By Peijean Tsai, 7/2

Unlicensed Parent
Scripps Ranch — A Scripps
Ranch man was arrested
early Friday morning, June
26, at Sharp Coronado
Hospital on charges of
felony child endangerment
and driving under the
influence.

San Diego police say
that the man left his four-
year-old child inside his
van near Lindbergh Field
on Thursday evening.
Sources say that the man
took a taxi to the Mira

continued on page 16

GRAND OPENING!

WITH THIS COUPON. MINIMUM ORDER OF $60.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER PER VISIT.
COUPON NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.

ALTERNATIVE THERAPY

HERBAL CENTER

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROP 215, SB 420, H&S 11362.5

3251 FOURTH AVENUE, SAN DIEGO

(BETWEEN SPRUCE & THORN)

619.866.4574
WWW.GETMEDICATED.ORG




Hurry! Andy President
of Car Audio Heaven

by offering

up to 70% off

is trying to impress chicks at the beach

|| |.- & Car Alarm Blowouk

Starter Kill, Light Flash
Shock Sensor with a

warhdveay, Ohle hopbed,
ataky

lighs, (1) % hutton
remobe with LED display b=
shoe yo which aone =
wilolatied graphicaly. Alarm

REHGTE START |

$199

| mption
Modsl
ER5000
ratalled

VIPER"® Ccar Audio Heaven announces an incredible promotion on top-of-the-line Viper car alarms. VIPER"
Buy one of the fantastic Viper car alarms below and save up to $150 by receiving a gift card you can apply towards your purchase instantly.

® - - - . Blowout Deal on a New .
W VIPER Receive a VIPEH Paging Car Receive a VI'PER Technology Extended Range RECEIVE a
$10 Alarm Blowout! $150 (up to 1 mile) Paging Car $150
C ar a I arm I Alarm with Remote Car Start
nstant New technology car alarm pages . Instant New technology car alarm pages you Instant
Starter kill, lights flash, door QGift Card youlwher} your car dls mm}? ered with QGift Card when your car is tampered with or alarm  @Qjift Card
protection, impact sensor with . . 0,r alarm Is triggered. B,ng tLCD . . is triggered. Bright LCD display shows . .
warnaway and code-hopping with this dlsplay' shows you Whlc'h zone .has with this you which zone has been violated. with this
technology. Limited lifetime warranty. item. b;en v:lated. Inc.ludes installation. item. Includes installation. item.
Purchase price  $199 | As calculated urchase price 231?,3 As calculated Purchase price  $499 As calculated
- Gift Card -$10 | in box at left. - Y' ard - - o4 in box at left. . - Gift Card -$150 in box at left.
You pay $189 ou pay 249 o You pay $349
KENWOOD In-dash stereo New for 2009 - Introducing a fantastic new in-dash navigation unit with a 4.3” T'F Super Sale on a Remote
/ EEL"JEE color touch screen TomTom portable unit which snaps into the front panel of this Controlled Car Alarm

200-watt AM/FM, detachable-face CD,
iPod jack, and RCA output to add
amplifier. Authorized Kenwood dealer.
Installation charges not included.

69

unit. Leave it in dash or take it with you for portable naviga-
tion. Also includes AM/FM/CD/MP3/DVD and iPod control.
Navigation features voice guidance and 2.98 points of interest.
This unit has built-in Bluetooth for hands-free calling. You can
also add an optional backup camera or satellite radio.

Hurry! only $7 9 9 Authorized Eclipse dealer.

Installation charges
not included.

Blowout Deal

on a 7" Motorized Pop-out
touch-screen color Video
Monitor DVD/CD/MP3
Player with front-panel
aux-in for iPod or portable
MP3 player, AM/FM radio,
remote control, rear-view
camera input.

*299

Authorized Jensen dealer. Installation charges not included.

LIS

Two (4) Button Remotes, Shock
Sensor with a Warnaway,
Flashing Parking Lights, Panic
Feature, Code Hopping
Technology

Includes install Sg 9

New for 2009 - Introducing a fantastic new in-dash navigation unit with a 7
touch screen color monitor, DVD, (D, MP3 with iPod Control (cable
optional), Built-in Bluetooth for Hands-free Calling. Navigation has
turn-by-turn voice guidance, 12.3 million points of interest & lcons
for specific Landmarks. Optional satellite radio, HD radio and rear-
view camera, 6-channel 5v preamp outputs for connecting multiple

1200

/ECLIPSE

Free standard installation.

Authorized
Install parts extra.

Eclipse dealer.

kKENWOOD New Double - Din

200 watt AM/FM CD
MP?3 player. Fits Ford,
Honda, GM, Toyota,
Chrysler, Chevy,

Wireless remote
Control, 3 band eq,

Model Dpx 302
Optional iPod Control, Satellite

Radio, HD Radio, Bluetooth

for Hands-free Calling, Front

Aux-in for iPod or MP3 1 9 9

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

Dodge, Jeep, and more.

KEMNWOOD Huge Blowout on
a 200-watt AM/FM/CD/MP3 Player

Includes built-in Bluetooth with microphone

Front-panel USB iPod input. Built-
in Bluetooth for hands-free calling.
Optional satellite radio. Includes

wireless remote, iPod control. 1 9 9

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

Hem of the Week!
The World’s Leader in Mohile Speaker
®Bsoston

Technology Comes to Car Audio Heaven.
ACOUSLICE We are celebrating by offering this
unprecedented special:
Buy one pair of speakers at our everyday
Low Price and get the second pair of
Equal Value speakers or less speakers
at 50% off: Hurry for best deals 11111

The Talk Handsfree Bluetooth Deal Of The Century

Are you tired of hiding your phone when you see the Highway Patrol?
Are you tired of dropping your phone on the floor of your car while talking on speakerphone?
Then run to Car Audio Heaven immediately to take advantage of this deal on a Bluetooth.

Rear-View Backup
System with
Rear-view Camera
and Mirror with
Screen
Save $100 off MSRP

*99

a“ AUDIOTOX

Automatically activates
when you back up.

KENYOOD Huge Blowout on
a 200-watt AM/FM/CD Player
with Front-Panel iPod Input

@@%

) 120-watt 6.5 Speakers
Save over 50%

s 3149

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

Includes (4

Talk Safely
*99

Handsfree
on your cell phone
with the push parts only
of a button

YENWIDD 350 Watt Amp & "t finceke
Thundering 12” Woofer
Bass
System
Hurry!

Only:

*199

Authorized Kenwood dealer. Installation charges not included.

Our Window Tint

IP_Od wired Department has
directly to tripled in size
your with outstanding
stereo quality. Rear

3 windows
Apple iPod Solutions some cars

will add sound directly to your radio. No noisy

FM modulator. JVC, Kenwood, Pioneer, Alpine,

GM, Chrysler, Nissan, Ford, Honda,

Mercury, VW, Toyota, Audi and Acura. ca" _for
Installation charges not included. price!

*99

There are shade limitations for this special

Car Audio
Heaven

El Cajon City 619-444-2021
1225 Broadway

Sports Arena 619-574-0770
3713 Rosecrans Street

Kearny Mesa 858-505-9099
8199 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard

San Diego 619-287-4422
4951 El Cajon Boulevard
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CITY LIGHTS

STRINGERS
continued from page 14

Mesa Applebee’s restaurant,
leaving his child behind.

Restaurant personnel
called SDPD out of concem
for the man'’s facial injuries
and apparent state of intox-
ication. The suspect was
taken to the hospital and
examined for his injuries.
The man's wife was noti-
fied that her husband had
been taken to the hospi-
tal and she inquired as to
the whereabouts of their
child.

The child was later found
running in the street near
Lindbergh Field. The van,
nearby, had been left run-
ning and with the emer-
gency flashers on.

By Diane McNelly, 7/2

They Film Among Us
Del Mar — On Tuesday,
June 30, on the San Diego
County Fair's SDG&E Show-
case Stage, the Jamul
School of the Performing
Arts began their 1:00 p.m.

120%

presentation for the crowd
of about 150 fairgoers.
The numerous choreo-
graphed acts presented
teenaged and young adult
dancers — all female —
dressed in typical dance
costumes of tights, tutus,
and short skirts.

At around 1:20 p.m.,
two sheriff's deputies began
questioning a man who
held a video camera. For
about ten minutes, the
deputies reviewed his
footage. For another 20
minutes they talked with
him and took notes. The
man, in his 40s and wear-
ing a white T-shirt with an
American flag design, did
not appear to have any
family with him, nor did he
seem miffed that he was
missing the performances.

At 1:45 p.m., a fair-
grounds employee walked
past the man and the
deputies while holding out
his cell phone to take a
picture of the man.

When | asked the

* COLLECTIBLES
* FINE ART
¢ JEWELRY
* APPAREL
* ACCESSORIES
* STATUARY

All regularly priced merchandise. I
Expires 7/22/09.

CITYLIGHTS

employee what was going
on and if there was con-
cern that the man was
inappropriately videotap-
ing, the employee said,
“That would be a good
guess, but | can't say any
more about it.”

By Ken Harrison, 7/1

Las Playas Pedi-
Pornista Popped
Tijuana — A 60-year-old
Canadian with 15 years'
residency in the same house
in Las Playas was arrested
for possession of child
pornography on Sunday,
June 21.

Tijuana newspaper Fron-
tera reported that Arthur
Leland Sayler was cap-
tured in the act of oper-
ating his beachfront child-
pom website. Fifteen hard
drives that had some four
million digitized images
and videos were seized.

"Estoy en shock!" said
one of Sayler's neighbors
upon his arrest about a
block from a local prep

Arthur Leland Sayler

school. Other neighbors
described Sayler as being
so reserved and mellow
(tranquilo), they never sus-
pected anything unusual
about him.

Sayler's wife was
arrested as well. He was
taken to Mexico City, where
the investigation of his
network continues.

By T.B. Beaudeau, 7/1
Comments
1. Egads, eyebrows like
little pitchforks!
By SDaniels
1:36 p.m., Jul 1
2. "Estoy en shock?”

Are you freaking kid-
ding me? If you pulled
that out of La Fron-
tera, 1 would be “en

T

oy

E

Contact Lens
Exam 79

Includes two pairs of soft lenses, eyeglass prescription,
fitting, 90 days of follow-up care, instruction and care Kkit.
Some restrictions apply. Astigmatism, RGP,
monovision and bifocals slightly more.

We have the latest lenses for dry eyes,
Toric lenses, gas-permeable, and bifocal contacts.

ye
Exam *49

Exam for glasses includes glaucoma and cataract check.

JCPenney
Fashion Valley Mall

Dr. Marshall Skolnik, O.D., APC * 619-692-1248
Most insurance accepted. Weekend appointments available.
Use your JCPenney card or major credit cards.

Offers good thru 8-10-09 with this ad.

CITY LIGHTS

shock”. In Spanish, you
can't be “in" shock, the
language doesn't work
that way. Also note that
it isn't “Estoy”, it's
“Soy". It's a very good
stringer story, | have
no idea why you did
this to it.
By refriedgringo
1:48 p.m., Jul 1

Surrounded
Downtown San Diego —Just
before 1:00 p.m on June
29, an altercation between
two people at 746 Broad-
way (above the Church of
Steel tattoo shop) resulted
in police officers surround-
ing the building. Because
a gun was involved, police
cordoned off a two-block
perimeter.

Two officers were visi-
ble on the roof and one or
more were inside with the
gunman. At around 1:30
p-m., more officers entered
the building and took a
man into custody.

By Laura Duffy, 6/29
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Smoking Trolley
Downtown San Diego — At
approximately 9:15 a.m.
on Saturday, June 27, as
an M.T.S. Blue Line trol-
ley en route to Old Town
arrived at the Civic Cen-
tre stop, commuters
onboard were forced to
evacuate the train as
smoke poured from
underneath the front of
the lead car.

No sign of a fire was
evident, but a passenger
noticed the smoke and
gave warning to fellow
passengers. Everyone dis-
embarked in an orderly
manner.

Around 100 passengers
waited for the damaged
train to be taken away so
they could continue with
their journeys.

By Robert Duffy, 6/29

Become a Stringer. Earn up to
$75 for your neighborhood
news story, $10 for photo, $15
for video. See guidelines at
SDReader.com/stringers.

Clothing ° CDs * DVDs ° LPs * Books
(reg. $5.99)

1 FREE ITEM!

No purchase necessary. Choose from our special selection.
One free item per first-time customer only for entire event.
Must present ID & email. With ad. Expires 7/16/09.

3939 lowa St.
North Park
(off University)
(619) 282-SAVE (7283)

1416 Garnet Avenue
Pacific Beach
(858) 272-CASH (2274) (619) 444-CASH (2274)

1035 Broadway
El Cajon




FREE LEGAL GUIDE

CALL 619-233-9797 NIGHT OR DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK

AT THE PROMPT PRESS THE 4-DIGIT EXTENSION OF THE CATEGORY THAT INTERESTS YOU.

or visit our wessITE: SDREADER. COM/LEGAL

M EXTENSION I000
PERSONAL INJURY

Sponsored by

Julia E. Haus
Law Firm

550 West C Street
Sutte 620, San Diego
619-234-1100

www.hauslaw.com

70 MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

71 WRONGFUL DEATH/ CATASTROPHIC
INJURIES

72 MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
73 TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

74 PREMISE LIABILITY/ SLIP & FALL
75 EMPLOYMENT LAW

76 DEFECTIVE PRODUCTS

77 ABOUT JULIA E.HAUS LAW FIRM

W EXTENSION IOI9 W
SOCIAL SECURITY AND
DISABILITY

Sponsored by

Anthony J. DeLellis &
Associates

1595 Hotel Circle South
Sutte 150, San Diego
619-278-0900

www.delellis.com

20 OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL SECURITY
2I FILING A CLAIM

22 RETIREMENT BENEFITS

23 SURVIVORSHIP BENEFITS

24 LUMP SUM DEATH BENEFITS

25 FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS

26 DISABILITY BENEFITS

27 HIV AS A DISABILITY

B EXTENSION 1007 B

TENANT/LANDLORD

80 EVICTING A TENANT

8I CAN I BEAT MY LEASE?

82 WARRANTY OF HABITABILITY
83 RENTAL AGREEMENTS

84 SECURITY DEPOSITS

85 ENFORCEMENT OF THE LEASE
86 30-DAY NOTICE

B EXTENSION IOOI B

CRIMINAL LAW

Sponsored by

The Law Office of
Douglas Holbrook
850 25th Street

Sute 100, San Diego
619-232-2020

www.douglasholbrook.com

20 WHEN DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY?

21 WHAT IF I'M WRONGLY ACCUSED?
22 SHOULD I ANSWER QUESTIONS?

23 MUST I SUBMIT TO A SEARCH?

24 COULD I RESIST AN ARREST?

25 WHAT IF I FAIL TO APPEAR?

26 CAN MY RECORDS BE CLEARED?

27 ALCOHOL, DRUGS, HIGH CRIMES

B EXTENSION 1002 B
BANKRUPTCY/CREDIT LAW

“We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.”

Sponsored by

Deborah L. Raymond
445 Marine View Ave.
Suite 505

Del Mar

858-481-9559

30 NEW BANKRUPTCY LAWS

31 WHAT IS CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY?
32 WHAT IS CHAPTER I3 BANKRUPTCY?
33 WRONGFUL CREDITOR FEES & ACTIONS
34 COLLECTION AGENCY HARASSMENT
35 VEHICLE REPOSSESSION

36 FORECLOSURE ON YOUR RESIDENCE
37 INACCURATE CREDIT REPORTING

B EXTENSION 1018 B
EMPLOYMENT/LABOR LAW

Sponvored by

Laturno & Graves

San Diego
619-234-3323
Escondido
"~ 760-741-7544

‘_‘_.. www.latumogr aves.com

10 ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
II EMPLOYEE HANDBOOKS/POLICIES
I2 EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENTS

13 HOSTILE WORK ENVIRONMENT

14 NON-COMPETITION AGREEMENTS
15 SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

16 WAGE AND HOUR

B EXTENSION 1005 W

FAMILY LAW

Sponsored by

William M. Henrich

Certified Specialist, Family
Law, the State Bar of California
Board of Legal Specialization

4849 Ronson Court
San Diego
858-576-4484

60 DIVORCE - AN OVERVIEW

61 WHAT WILL IT COST?

62 CHILD SUPPORT - HOW MUCH?
63 CHOOSING A PARALEGAL

64 MILITARY FAMILY ISSUES

65 PREPARING FOR DIVORCE

66 MEDIATION AND THERAPY

67 WILLS AND TRUSTS

B EXTENSION 1003 B

INSURANCE CLAIMS

Sponsored by

The Law Office of
Robert Bruce Arnold
2529 India Street

San Diego
619-233-109%

www.arnoldlawoffice.com

40 INSURANCE BAD FAITH
41 DUTIES OF INSURANCE CO.

42 FIRST PARTY CLAIMS/HEALTH/
UM/ UIM/AUTO/ PROPERTY

43 TIME LIMITS

44 DISPUTES WITH INSURANCE CO.
45 DEPT. OF INSURANCE HELP LINE
46 DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY?

B EXTENSION 1010 B
IMMIGRATION

Sponsored by

John A. Quinn
3444 Camino Del Rio .
Sutte 200, San Diego
619-284-8811

Fax: 619-284-8822

20 WAYS TO BE LEGAL

2I SPOUSES & CHILDREN

22 BUSINESS VISAS

23 EMPLOYMENT VISAS

24 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

25 CHANGING & EXTENDING VISAS
26 VISA DENIALS & DEPORTATION

B EXTENSION 1004 B
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

Any person who makes or causes to be made any knowingly false
or fraudulent material statement or material representation for
the purpose of obtaining worker’s compensation benefits or
payments is guilty of a felony.

Sponsored by

The Law Office of
Gerald D. Brody &
Associates

3465 Camino del Rio S.
Sutte 440, San Diego

619-528-9800

50 YOUR WORK-RELATED INJURY

5I WORKERS’ COMP BENEFITS

54 THIRD-PARTY ACCIDENTS

55 UNSAFE WORKING CONDITIONS

56 WRONGFUL DISCHARGE

57 HARBOR & LONGSHOREMAN’S ACT

B EXTENSION IOI; B

SEXUAL HARASSMENT/
WRONGFUL TERMINATION
Sponsored by

The Law Offices of
Joel C. Golden

0ld Town Professional
Bldg. 2556 Moore Street
Suite 201, San Diego
619-246-8449

70 SEXUAL HARASSMENT

71 DISCRIMINATION

72 WRONGFUL TERMINATION

73 EXECUTIVE TERMINATION

74 WHISTLEBLOWER-RETALIATION

75 FRAUD AGAINST THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT (FALSE CLAIMS ACT)

76 LEGAL FEES

B EXTENSION 1008 B

TAX & ESTATE PLANNING
90 FILING TAX RETURNS

9I CRIMINAL TAX ISSUES

92 TAX LIENS

93 STATE TAXES

94 FEDERAL TAXES

95 AUDITS & APPEALS

96 TAX PLANNING

97 ESTATE PLANNING

The attorneys and law firms who provide this
information are solely responsible for its content.
This information does not address all legal situations,
nor is it intended to replace legal counsel. It is
provided free, although if calling from outlying areas
you may incur toll charges on your telephone bill.
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We welcome letters pertain-
ing to the contents of the
Reader. Phone them in at

619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to
the Editor, Box 85803, San
Diego CA 92186-5803; fax
them to 619-231-0489; or
use our web page at
SanDiegoReader.com/let-
ters. Include your name,
address, and telephone
number. Letters may be

soft contacts

*116

edited for length and
clarity.
Includes exam & follow-up. Daily or extended wear.
Bausch & Lomb SL38. Some power restrictions. Fact Mangler
---------------------- How does Ken Leighton man-

Eyeglass Special 143

Includes exam, spring-hinge metal frames, S.V. plastic lenses.

Eye Exam Plus *176

Eye exam, one pair of glasses & two pair of contact lenses.

Colored Contacts *45

With prescription.

gle the facts? Let me count
the ways (“Pay the DJ,”“Blurt,”
July 2).

1. He prints ridiculous
claims unchallenged. For
starters, Jefferson Jay claims
(to quote Mr. Leighton) that
“KCR, the on-campus radio
station, damaged his chances
to get a job in radio” — and
this after his brief stint at
now-defunct Free FM, the
all-talk FM station. Wonder
why they didn’t want him

Dr. Phillip Levy, O.D., Family Optometrist
5020-B Baltimore Dr., La Mesa (Next to Starbucks)
1.877.209.8142

Offers do not include previous purchases, other discounts, specials, or 3rd-party plans.
We accept most union and insurance plans. Single-vision plastic lenses. Restrictions apply.

Free gift for
all patients

With coupon.
Relaxed, friendly atmosphere.

The Beach
Collective

4852 Voltaire Street
Ocean Beach 92107
619-226-3300

Mon.-Sat. 10-8, Sun. 10-6

e 6 to 20 inches!

wer Body Fat — Lower Weight

<

OFF
1st Mineral
Wrap

TRY our NEW
Body Lift & Sudatonic
Wrap $189 - $70 ni:f_ !

—SCOUE
888-251-9436

Lasting results - Compresses fatty tissue * Detox
Burn up to 1800 calories

Student & Military Discounts
www.SegueBodyWraps.com

back for a second show?

2. By the way, Ken, KCR
is an on-campus radio sta-
tion at SDSU, not the on-
campus radio station.

3. The Jefferson Jay Show
aired on Tuesdays, not Mon-
days.

4. Mr. Jay said, “It was the
only show on KCR that got
calls or [media] attention.”
Other DJs did get calls, and the
station knows how to get press,
thank you.

5. Mr. Jay says that letters
were sent to SDSU president
Stephen Weber that accused
him of improprieties and
that he believes they were
sent by a particular DJ (i.e.,
me) — who did not in fact
send them. I realize that this
is merely a quote from Mr.
Jay and is printed as such,
but Ken, even in high school
journalism they taught us to
get both sides of a story.

6. Mr. Jay defends himself
against charges of drinking
on-air by pointing out that
“somebody went through the
trash and allegedly found beer
bottles, [but] the trash can
was outside the station in the
quad area.” Yes, a whole five
feet outside the studio door.
Mr. Jay neglects to mention
the matching evidence found
inside the studio as well.

7. Mr. Jay was released
from KCR in August 2006,
not September.

8. Mr. Jay says (to quote
Mr. Leighton) “that the KCR
general manager and the D]
with whom he had had the
falling out continued to bash
his character on blogs.”
Patently, blatantly false. Ken,
do you even know what a blog
is? Because this isn’t in mine.
Catch up with the 20th Cen-
tury while there’s still time.

9. “They wrote that I was
gay.” This use of the word
“gay” was written elsewhere.
Admittedly never a wise thing
to joke about in writing, but
from the context (and this is
out of context), it’s clear that
the writer was joking.

10. “They said I was ban-
ned from the premises, when
in fact I was a student in good
standing” So what? Mr. Jay
might not have been kicked
off campus, but he wasbanned
from KCR.

11. Mr. Jay says, “The judi-
ciary committee apologized

to me and said I hadn’t done
anything wrong.” Maybe so,
but the SDSU campus police
instructed him to cease con-
tacting the general manager,
the faculty advisor, and me.
So he continued contacting the
general manager, the faculty
advisor, and me. And tres-
passing. (This is documented.)

12. “Norton was asked to
comment about the fact that
his administrative decision
to expel Jay from the all-vol-
unteer station just cost SDSU
$3000.” Gee, Ken, when you
put it like that, you make it
sound like a legal triumph.
Mr. Jay was seeking damages
far beyond that, but the uni-
versity was willing to pay a
trifling amount to settle the
matter and get the plaintiff
out of the way. That’s what
happens in settlements, Ken.
Oh, and I notice that the fac-
ulty advisor is now being cast
as the villain. Funny, I don’t
remember Mr. Norton being
the one who jeopardized the
station by flooding the air-
waves with a torrent of filth
on a weekly basis.

“Some people are in charge
of pens that shouldn’t be in
charge of brooms,” aren’t they,
Ken.

Scott Tissue
KCR-FM
San Diego State University

The Decision
Skot Norton, faculty advisor
to KCR, responds to my “Blurt”
story, “Pay the DJ,” July 2: “1
made no administrative deci-
sion to expel [Jefferson Jay]
Gottlieb. I did speak with Got-
tlieb about the decision on
the phone, but this is a stu-
dent-run organization and
the students made the deci-
sion.” Gottlieb maintains that
Norton was involved in the
decision. “You can’t tell me
that a 19-year-old student
[Jayson Schmidt, who is no
longer KCR general manager|
made that decision on his
own.” At the time the article
was written, Norton requested
that all questions be submit-
ted via email. Norton declined
to answer most written ques-
tions regarding this article.
Ken Leighton
via email

Insane? Reader Is
For You
Your July 2 issue was another

exercise in futility. Why have
you relegated “Sheep and
Goats” to page 143? The
“Blurt” cartoon said it all
about your idea of music, if
that’s what it can be called.
As for Mr. Grimm’s useless
article on phony diplomas
(“The American Board of
Nonexistence,” “City Lights”),
why does not Mr. Grimm or
one of your other brilliant
reporters concentrate on the
useless so-called colleges in
San Diego County, which dis-
pense false and utterly use-
less courses but are allowed to
exist by the so-called accred-
iting agencies and the morally
bankrupt State of California?
Are you bipolar, schizophrenic,
or generally insane? The Reader
is for you.
Name Withheld
via voicemail

With Satan?

Am wondering if Dennis
Martins was misquoted in
the last paragraph of “Sheep
and Goats” (June 25), wherein
he closes with “At which time,
weare sent to hell with Satan”
(italics mine).

It sounds like he is includ-
ing himself with the lost. Is
that accurate?

Paul
via email

Matthew Lickona writes: It is
not a misquote. It’s a condi-
tional: “If we don’t have a
relationship with Jesus
Christ...we are sent to hell
with Satan.”

Teacher’s Pet
I'wish to commend the author
Laila Zahedi on her very inter-
esting and informative arti-
cle “Blood on the Pomegran-
ate Tree” (Feature Story, June
18).Iam both impressed and
proud, as I was her teacher
of ESL at Kearny High School
in 1994, the year of her grad-
uation. She was a hard worker
and so humble, always doing
her very best. With her shy
smile, few knew what a great
sense of humor she had, and
the smile that accompanied
it often gave me the lift I
needed in a classroom full of
energetic learners. I am hop-
ing we will read more of her
memories of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, and also of her early
years in San Diego.
Joan Sprague
Linda Vista



STRAIGHTFROM THE HIP BY MATTHEW ALICE

Hello, Matthew:
What exactly is your brain doing when you use
one of the five senses in a dream? I always fig-
ured it was just some outside influence that your
brain incorporated into your dream, but that
doesn’t explain things like tasting food
or feeling pain in a dream. The other
night, for example, I dreamed I was
being bitten by a dog, & it hurt,
but I woke up in the middle of
the bite & the pain just van-
ished. Is it normal to have
such vivid dreams, or is my
imagination overactive?
And either way, what’s
going on?

— Dazed Dreamer,
via email

Dog bites, space flights,
exploding cats — it’s
all fair game for dreams.
It’s just as normal as any-
thing else for your dream
dog to bite your dreaming
butt, and for you to feel the pain
and wake up from the shock of it, then to
remember the bite vividly. As for what’s going
on in your brain, that’s a little stickier. Dreams
are still scientific mysteries, for the most part.
The docs can tell when you're doing it and what
your brain waves look like and what part of
your head they’re coming from, but not nec-
essarily what controls dream content.

When you're dreaming, some parts of your
brain are on their toes and ready for action:
the cerebral cortex (responsible for learning, think-
ing, organizing), the limbic system (our emo-
tional center), and part of the visual system. At
the same time, your motor nerves are on lunch
break; and your prefrontal cortex, responsible
for logic and critical thinking, is off doing
sudoku puzzles or something. Scientists figure
this is why you can dream about your algebra
teacher sliding down your chimney at Christ-
mas and releasing a big sack of frogs under
your tree. Or those exploding cats.

One thing we do know about dreaming
is that it is made up of information from all five
senses. (The blind have dreams constructed of
their four remaining senses.) Human beans
are heavily visual critters, which might be why
dreams are dominated by visual information,
but the pain of a dog bite or the shock of a car
horn might find its way into the goofy dream
narrative. From observations of dreamers, brain
docs think that an external stimulation during
dreaming can muscle its way into your dream
content. But you don’t necessarily need real
dog teeth to create a dog bite in your dream.
Any pain in that area might do it.

As for dream content, well, we here at
the Sunny D Institute for Exceptional Think-
ing (we finally got a sponsor!) subscribe to the

notion that we dream about things
that have happened in the previ-
ous day, plus emotional top-
ics we haven’t thrashed out
successfully in our waking
state. It all seems to have
something to do with stor-
ing memories. (People
who learn a task and
then are deprived of
dreaming sleep will for-
get how to do the task
the following day.) What
your dog bite “means” is
really for you to figure out,
but, um, if I were you, I'd keep a
close eye on my wallet for the next
few days.

Hey-o:

Another unrelated 2 questions. Where
did “in a New York minute” come from, and
how long is one? When the Who sang they could
see for miles and miles, how far could they see?
That is, if they were lucid and standing on the
beach?

— jj» Carlsbad, via email

Gather up the remaining Whos, take them to
the beach, get them to point their eyes out to
sea, and they could identify a duck swimming
along the horizon a little over three miles away.
If the Who were standing on a big Dumpster,
of course they could see farther. Two Porta Pot-
tis, farther still. This very simplified answer
assumes a lot of things that aren’t true, like,
Earth is a perfect sphere, there’s no distortion
of light along the horizon line, and all Who
eyes are exactly six feet above beach level. If
you are more ambitious and care to take it Who
by Who, the formula is our old friend the
Pythagorean theorem, since each Who’s line
of sight is perpendicular to Earth’s radius.

A New York minute (mildly unflatter-
ing to frenzied New Yorkers) is most likely
something cooked up by somebody outside
New York. According to The Dictionary of Amer-
ican Regional English, the first print reference
to the phrase is from a Texas publication in
1967. New Yorkers don’t even use the expres-
sion. The best description of a New York minute
that I’ve heard is, that length of time between
the traffic light turning green and the first cab-
bie leaning on his horn to get the guy ahead of
him to move. If you've never been to New York,
that particular time must be measured in
nanoseconds. BTW, the term “rush hour” came
from New York. Back in the frantic 1890s.

A searchable archive of past columns is available at SanDiegoReader.com
Got a question you need answered? Send an email to heymatt@cts.com or fax to 619-231-0489
or mail to Matthew Alice, c/o the Reader, Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.
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DIARY OF A DIVA

by Barbarella

Ive seen a look in dogs’ eyes, a quickly vanishing look of
amazed contempt, and I am convinced that basically dogs
think humans are nuts.

— John Steinbeck

M '™ going to ask you both to sit in the back, because
Riley doesn’t like to sit anywhere else — this is his
seat,” Robert said. I chuckled at my father-in-law’s jest and
then smiled at David, as if to say, you go ahead and ride
shotgun, I'm fine with the backseat. But rather than nod-
ding and heading for the passenger side of the jeep, David
opened the door behind the driver’s seat and shot me a
glance before rolling his eyes, at which point I realized no
joke had been intended — Robert, who had come to col-
lect us from the ferry we take twice a year to the island on
which my parents-in-law live, expected us to ride bitch so
his new bichon frisé could sit beside him up front. David
and I were happy, albeit a bit bamboozled, to oblige.
When I first met my man’s parents, they had a shep-
herd mutt named Murdoch,

who, though a part of the
family, was considered to be
incontrovertibly canine.
Everyone mourned the day
Robert had to take Murdoch
to the vet for the last time.
David’s sister Michelle,
Murdoch’s original propri-
etress, officiated a stirring
burial ceremony in her
parents’ backyard. As sor-
rowful as it was to lose the

“Listen, you little
beggar, doesn’t
your mother feed
you?” In response,

Nikki pogo’d onto

Judith’s lap.

Furry Children

pooch, at no point in the
dog’s life or death did any-
one elevate Murdoch to the
rank of personhood. My in-
laws hadn't had Riley for six
months, and, already, dog
was Robert’s copilot.

Of my man’s Hungarian
clan, it was only David’s aunt
Judith who was known to
have a penchant for extreme
anthropomorphizing. Mikey,
her Yorkshire terrier, was not
a teacup toy accessory but a
furry elfin child. I never met
Mikey, but I remember the
outpouring of support for
Judith when her companion
died unexpectedly. I also
recall how quickly she
sought her beloved boy’s
successor, a puppy of the
same make and model that
she named Nicholas
Alexander. Judith’s preoccu-
pation with each of her hir-
sute “sons” (of which I
believe there have been five)
has engendered a fair
amount of razzing from
those around her. Even her
sister, Ency, has been known
to occasionally seize the
opportunity to draw atten-
tion to a given Yorkshire’s
evident dogginess. Which is
one of the reasons I was so
flummoxed to witness the
way my in-laws were pam-

pering their new pup.

Judith, with her perpetual escort scut-
tling at her feet, arrived later on the same
afternoon as we did. An onslaught of sum-
mer rain had made the drive from her home
in Philadelphia more arduous, but Judith
assured us that Nikki — a lover of road
trips — had helped pass the time. Once
inside the door, Judith paused and used a
towel hanging by the entrance to wipe down
each of Nikki’s paws, which had been
dampened by the ten-foot sprint through
the saturated grass between her car and the
house. Before I had a chance to speculate as
to why the towel had been there in the first
place, Ency rushed forth to crouch and give
Riley a rubdown from head to paw. (To
mark the occasion of Judith’s arrival, the
shaggy white mop of an animal had run
outside yapping, tainting his tootsies in the
process.)

At the dinner table, Ency, Robert, and
Judith spoke as many words to the pooches
milling about under our chairs as they did
to each other. At one point, while in the
middle of answering a question posed by
David, Judith suddenly turned her head to
the floor at her side and said, in her
Hungarian-accented drawl, “Listen, you lit-
tle beggar, doesn’t your mother feed you?”
In response to his monarch’s attention,
Nikki pogo’d on his hind legs four or five
times, his head appearing over the edge of
the table, disappearing, appearing again,
and so on, until he gained enough momen-
tum to propel himself high enough to land
on Judith’s lap. With the creature in plain
view, the thread David had begun to weave
into desirable discourse was dropped, and

the table-talk turned dog, infusing David’s
elders with a youthful exuberance.

To illustrate their assertion that Riley
doesn’t care for playing, Robert and Ency
explained how, at a neighbor’s party, Riley
snubbed another pup’s attempts to engage
him. This prompted Judith to expound
upon Nikki’s enthusiasm for fetching toys.
After the comparison of preferred puppy
leisure activities came a chain of anecdotes
featuring sleeping schedules and eating
habits.

While the others were caught up in an
especially ardent moment of dog-parent
bonding, I turned to David and said,
“Remind you of anything?” I was referring
to a few select visits we’d had with my fami-
ly that — in the course of our nightly mus-
ings — we’d concluded had been blighted
by baby-centricity.

“Yeah,” David whispered back while
everyone else at the table was preoccupied
with the adorability Riley had achieved —
his ear had flopped into an unnatural posi-
tion over the top of his head after he’d gone
to town scratching at what was likely some
kind of insect infestation. “But at least
babies actually are people.”

I thought of the dog owners I know
and realized that most don’t discipline their
pets so much as attempt to reason with
them. My friend Skye once took 20 minutes
(during a soiree she was hosting) to
admonish her pups before lecturing them
on the merits of good manners. Rosa and
Josue use biscuits to bargain with their
furry boy, Chucho, a mini schnauzer for
whom they purchase clothes at Baby Gap.
Ency and Robert actually seem to expect
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answers after querying
Riley. And Judith, leading
the pack, concentrated all
her maternal instincts
onto a son so small she
can carry him in her
purse.

As much fun as it is to
mock, a part of me is envi-
ous of these puppy-parent
relationships. I too would
someday like to keep a
hairy confidant, to have a
devoted follower. I thought
how wonderful it would be
to have a living being

whose sole purpose in life
is to love me, without
question.

My doggie-dream was
broken when, in my
periphery, I spotted Riley,
his fuzzy white hind paws
up by his ears, dragging his
ass in circles around the
Oriental rug beneath us.
This reminded Ency to ask
us to inform her if we hap-
pen to notice Riley doing
his business in the yard
because she needed to
bring a sample to the vet

to see if he has worms.
Meanwhile, Judith was
using her hand to retrieve
something slimy from
Nikki’s mini mustache. All
of this only served to
remind me of one of the
many reasons David and I
don’t want children,
human or otherwise. I
think we’ll wait a few more
years before getting that

puppy. =

For more stories and videos by this

author, go to sdreader.com.
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COVER ILLUSTRATION BY GAHAN WILSON

“This is a joke,”
says my three-year-old as she
thumps into the kitchen. Patches
of red dot her pale cheeks, and |
can see nearly all of her tiny teeth
inside her wide-open grin. Clearly,
it is a joke she has been enjoying,
and enjoying to the point of hilar-
ity, for a while now, thanks in large
part to the encouragement of her
audience — my five-year-old son,

who is still deep in the “do it again!”

What's

X ﬁ\r\r\g :

stage of joke appreciation.
Assured that she has our atten-
tion, my daughter happily drops
trou, and | shoot my wife a look —
How does she know that public
pantslessness is funny? Has she
been watching Jackass when we’re
asleep? But that’s not the joke; the
joke is the baby blanket she is
stuffing down the back of her pants
before hoisting them back up, thus
giving herself an enormous booty,

continued on page 24
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pirates can’t
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alphabet?

BECAUSE THEY KEEP GETTING
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The Newest Book hy Judith Moore
Available July 15.

The mack Fosred maohaioer s

Scwthorn Califernia for 30 ypears
Frank Bompensiero

“Killing fellow mobsters
was his specialty.”
— Crime Magazine

“In the treacherous world
of Mafia hit men, few
characters proved shiftier
than Frank ‘Bomp’
Bompensiero.”

— The Mafia Encyclopedia

Bompensiero was the
basis for the character
“Salvatore ‘Big Pussy’
Bonpensiero” in The

Sopranos.

Judith Moore

“I would read anything Judith Moore writes.”
— Robert Hass, Poet Laureate of the United States

“Luckily for us, Judith Moore can’t think about nothing.”
— Susan Cheever in the NY Times Book Review

Judith Moore spent 10 years following the traces
of Mafia hit man Frank Bompensiero, who came
from Sicily via Milwaukee to L.A. and San Diego.

Moore, who passed away in 2006, was an NEA
and Guggenheim fellow whose memoir
Fat Girl was published to much critical acclaim.

Available July 15 in bookstores and online at Amazon.com,
BarnesandNoble.com, and SDReader.com/books

Bad Boy Events:

Matt Potter, senior editor for the Reader, and Jim Holman,
editor/owner of the Reader, will read from Bad Boy and share
stories of Judith Moore in San Diego.

Thurs., July 23, at 7:00 pm
Barnes & Noble-Grossmont, 5500 Grossmont Dr. #331, La Mesa
619-667-2870

Fri., July 24, at 6:30 pm
Bay Books, 1029 Orange Ave., Coronado
619-435-0070

Sat., July 25, at 7:00 pm l'
DG Wills, 7461 Girard Ave., La Jolla ‘.
858-456-1800

READER BOOKS

which she proceeds to wag-
gle in our direction. She
tries to sing along to the
waggling, but she is choked
with laughter.

The big butt is com-
edy gold — though 'm
not sure it really qualifies
asajoke. (Setup:  am three
years old. Punch line: My
butt is absolutely huge —
and what’s more, I can
shake it.) Still, for surefire,
effortless effect, it’s right
up there with saying the
word “underpants” to my
nine-year-old son. Grin.
Snicker. A good Freudian
might suggest that butts
and underpants are funny
because of their proxim-
ity to the excretory and
sexual regions. Because of
the way these regions over-
power us— the body hav-
ing its say, willy-nilly —
they may serve as a source
of embarrassment. (Farts,
anyone?) And laughter is a
pretty stock response to
embarrassment — it takes
the curse off. But to my
kids, butts and underpants
are inherently funny —
instant jokes. Why they’re
funny never enters into it.

My oldest son is 11,
but he’s been working on

Tar Gamol

DIMENSION A SALON.COM

jokes since forever. I think
he was 9 when he proposed
a cartoon showing Santa
Claus on the psychiatrist’s
couch, with the shrink
declaring, “Your problem
is that you just don’t believe
in yourself” It’s one of my
prouder moments as a
father. Making jokes is a
tough business; why else
would I remember these
two groaners I sent off to
Reader’s Digest lo these
many years ago?

“Your whole life is
wrapped up in dating all
these different women. It’s
not healthy. You need to
broaden your horizons.”

“No thanks. I've
already got too many
broads in my horizons.”

“Geez — another D
in history. I think I must
be allergic to it

“Why not take an
antihistorine?”

Gad.Tknew they were
horrible — that’s why I
sent them to Reader’s Digest.
But I still sent them because,
dammit, I made a funny.
Like the man said, “Dying
is easy; comedy is hard.”
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Where the Jokes Flow
Freely

Thaddeus Robles tends bar
on weekends at the Live
Wire, a comfortably run-
down and raucous neigh-
borhood bar on the corner
of El Cajon Boulevard and
Alabama. (“Cold Beer,
Warm Friends,” reads the
glowing sign over the
entrance; the inside is low
ceilings, low lighting, pur-
plish walls, and a Reader
award for Best Jukebox
Selection.) Robles collects
jokes of every kind as he
slides from customer to
customer, “from the nas-
tiest to the most racist to
the cutest.” He’s been at
the Live Wire for a decade,
long enough for him to
call the place “just part of
my life. I have a group of
friends that come in the
bar — whenever we hear
a new joke, we’ll call each
other” Here’s one he picked
up recently from the cute
end of the spectrum: “A
guy goes into the library,
and he goes, ‘Gimme a
cheeseburger, fries, and a
shake!’ The librarian says,
‘Tm sorry, sir, but youre in
a library. So he says, ‘Oh,
sorry, and whispers,
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‘Gimme a cheeseburger,
fries, and a shake?”

I went to a bar partly
because I wanted to find a
third place — a hangout
where people felt relaxed
enough to let the jokes flow
freely. But also because bar
jokes are one of the great
subjects of the joke canon,
great enough to have
spawned jokes about the
jokes: A rabbi, a priest, and
a minister walk into a bar.
The bartender says, “What
is this, a joke?” Asked for a
bar joke, Robles offers another
gentle one: “A polar bear
walks into a bar and says to
the bartender, ‘Let me get a
Bud. . .weiser! The bartender
says, ‘What’s with the big
pause? The polar bear lifts
his hands says, Tdon’t know;
I was born with them?”

Roblesis an archivist,
not an inventor, though
he shares my regard for
invention. “I have a pirate
joke that my friend made
up,” he says, “and it has
nothing to do with the let-
ter R, which is awesome.
How come pirates can’t
say the alphabet? Because
they keep getting lost at
C” (It’s a great joke — even
with the heads-up, my
mind was racing ahead to
something involving
“Arr...” and bam, the pay-
off is way back at C.) Hav-

ing that archive is one of
the tools of the trade, some-
thing that makes the Live
Wire better than drinking
at home. “A lot of cus-
tomers will come in and
say, ‘You got any jokes?’ ”
Well, yes — thousands. But
which one to tell?“T'll usu-
ally ask them, ‘What’s one
that you've got?” and then
try to stay in the area they’re
making jokes about. Most
of the time, I’ve already
heard the joke they tell me,
and T’ll just say, ‘Yeah, I
heard that one, that one’s
really good, and get on
with the joke-telling.”

It’s a smart play. Jokes
have a way of sliding to the
edges of socially acceptable
speech and, sometimes,
tumbling right over. Add
the congenial atmosphere
of the bar and the loosen-
ing of social inhibitions
brought on by alcohol,and
it’s easy to see how things
could get tricky. The bar-
tender wants to entertain
the customer, not to alien-
ate him — or her. Better to
let the customer lead, even
if it’s into dangerous terri-
tory.“Some people are try-
ing to be funny,” says Rob-
les, “and they’ll tell some
racist ones that are pretty
bad.Idon’t find too much
humor in those. But 'm
not going to lie and say I've

never heard a bad joke and
laughed at it.” It depends,
in part, on who’s doing the
telling. “Most of my jokes
I get from friends,” says
Robles, “but a customer did
tell me a really funny one.
‘What’s the difference
between a hamburger and
a boner? You're not giving
me a hamburger right now?
It was a girl who told me that
one, so that kind of made
it a lot more funny”

Not to mention a lot
more safe. Pick-up jokes
are another staple — “Is
it hot in here, or is it just
you?” — but it’s hard to
imagine having the stones
to deliver one that uses the
word “boner,” and even
harder to imagine the girl
receiving it with anything
less than disgust. (On the
other hand, if a shared
sense of humor is a sign
of compatibility, this one
could serve to move things
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along right quick: “I'm the
kind of guy who thinks
this sort of thing is funny,
and I'm looking for a girl
who thinks this sort of
thing is funny as well. A
girl who can see the humor
not only in the line, but in
my willingness to deliver
it, and in the dynamic it
sets up between us. The
way it acknowledges the
meat-market aspect of the
bar scene; the way it gets
at the underlying context
of my approach without
taking it too seriously; and
the way it lays my person-
ality out there for you to
accept or reject but with-
out being bald about it.”
Jokes are a complicated
business.)

Robles told the ham-
burger joke to a fellow bar-
tender, Doug Thompson.
Thompson — bearded,
inked, and as mellowed as
Robles was bustling —
works the Turquoise Room
in La Mesa’s Riviera Sup-
per Club on University,
presiding over a mid-cen-
tury marvel of a bar that
revels in its rock wall, its

louche banquettes, and its
starry-blue-sky back wall.
When I stopped in for a
Manbhattan and asked for
a joke, the hamburger-
boner bit was the first one
that came to his mind, a few
minutes after he admitted
to having a terrible head for
jokes.

Thompson headed
back into the kitchen to
see if he could get any jokes
for me — the bar was
nearly empty, and he is a
good bartender, jokes or
no jokes. He came back
shaking his head. “They’re
telling some Michael Jack-
son pedophile jokes. I did-
n’t think those would really
work.” Which made me
wonder about limits —
what isn’t funny?

“Racist jokes, I guess,”
offered Thompson. “But
maybe even that is pass-
ing. But I don’t think it is
yet. Here’s a perfect exam-
ple: How does every racist
joke start?” How? Instead
of speaking, Thompson
does an exaggerated look
back over each of his shoul-
ders, checking to make sure
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that no one hears who isn’t
supposed to. That’s the
joke here: the audience is
everything. If the wrong
person hears it, a racist
joke runs the risk of being
not only unfunny but also
incendiary.

Who's Telling and
Who's Listening Both
Matter
“I'wanted to ask you. I been
thinking — if we get rid of
all the blacks and all the
Jews, what are we gonna
do for entertainers? Come-
dians and things like that?”

— Clint Eastwood in
Pink Cadillac, pretending
to be a good old boy so
that he can infiltrate a white
supremacist organization.

I’m not even going to
begin to try to sort out all
the complexities of com-
edy and race. 'm merely
going to note what's already
been established: when it
comes to jokes, who's telling
and who’s listening both
matter.

I wanted to go to
somewhere where blacks
joked among themselves.

Maybe a barbershop. Fill-
ing my minivan’s gas tank
on Palm Avenue in La
Mesa, I noticed the African-
American gentleman at
the next pump sporting a
sweet fade. I explained my
mission and asked where
he got his hair cut. The
man smiled. “Isis, over on
Imperial and 62nd, over

stop and vice versa as |
head up the short bank,
across the narrow parking
lot, and into the airy, yel-
low confines of the
barbershop.

“T heard this was a
good place for jokes.”

I'm standing there like
an idiot — well, maybe
notan idiot, maybe only an

be joking — and keeps
working on his customer.
“I ain’t got time for jok-
ing,” he assures me. T head
over to the jokester in the
corner.

“What’s up, man?” says
the slouching young man
from behind his sunglasses.

“Not much. Got a joke
for me?”

“l ain't got time for joking,” he

assures me.

by the trolley stop. They’ve
got six barbers there, and
they’re all a bunch of come-
dians.” Perfect. Except, not
really, because as it turns
out, 'm not black myself.

Isis Salon sits between
a panaderia and a neigh-
borhood restaurant in a
strip mall tucked against the
cliff that rises up from a
broad swath of asphalt and
trolley tracks and more
asphalt. Travelers make
their way from trolley to bus

Orientations
held the
1st & 3rd Tuesday of
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stipend from $1000-$3400.

every month at 2:00 pm See if our program is right for you!

2525 Camino Del Rio South, Suite 160

San Diego, CA 92108

Please visit: www.thementornetwork.com

or contact a Program Recruiter at (619) 293-0214

MEDICAL MARIJLLA A
Confidential, Professional Recommendation
from Licansad, Board Certified M, D,

CAProp 215 Therapeutic Applications
Frotects You Anxiehy Depression
247 Verdication Migrames Mlanesen
ID Cards Proviced Chronke Paln  Glanooma
Insomnia Asthma
Annresia Musche Spasms
Al b
Eprilepsy Cancer
and many other conditions
760-815-6505

www.marijuanahealing.com
Encinitas — by appointment only
New Evals $135 ¢ Renewals $100

Morth yCounty Medical Marijuana

outsider — holding up my
card in a barbershop full
of black faces gone sud-
denly blank, talking to one
of the barbers, who hap-
pens to be the only guy
who made eye contact
when I walked in.

“That was a joke right
there,” shoots a young man
in the corner, and an appre-
ciative chuckle ripples
around the room.

The barber gives me
a look — you have got to
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“Tain’t got no jokes. 'm
a serious man. I’'m seri-
ous. Right now, we’re in a
recession.”

There is laughter from
behind me, and it occurs
to me that there may be
several jokes going on here:
First, the obvious: whether
or not he is a serious man,
this man is obviously not
serious. He was the first to
crack a joke when I came
in. Second, the possible:
the idea that a recession

North County’s
medical marijuana
delivery service.

Delivery hours: 9 am-9 pm daily

Call or fax your pre-verification information.
Phone: 1-888-379-9681 * Fax: 760-730-1309

www.grassoftheearth.com
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would stop a man from
joking, even — perhaps
especially — a man belong-
ing to a group that has a
long history of both eco-
nomic hardship and humor
in the face of that hard-
ship. Third, the contex-
tual: who isthis guy? Where
does he get off coming in
here with a notebook and
a tape recorder, asking us
to be funny? “Tain’t got no
jokes” means “I ain’t got
no jokes for you” I'm the
joke — white guy coming
in and asking a bunch of
black men to perform for
him.

Am I reaching? Maybe.
But the guy won’t even
look straight at me; he
keeps swinging his head
from side to side. I don’t get
the impression he’s embar-
rassed; I get the impres-
sion he’d rather not look
at me. The next man I ask
just looks down — does-
n’t raise his head, doesn’t
even answer me. I'm done

here. I only wish I could
hear the conversation upon
my departure. It's not hard
to imagine a joke or two
flaring up at my expense.

Dead Baby Jokes
Aren’'t Funny

At Isis, I was the wrong
man for the job. I decided
I wasn’t going to be the
wrong woman for the job
as well. So it was my wife
Deirdre who approached
a trio of female students
on the campus of San
Diego State: Erin, Adriana,
and Mamet.

As ifto deliberately tie
herself in with Robles’s
material on pirates and
bartenders, Erin steps up
with this as her favorite of
all time: “A pirate walks
into a bar, and he’s got a
steering wheel on his dick.
Everybody’s looking at him.
He walks up to the bar,
and the bartender is, like,
‘Dude, I've got to ask —
what’s going on with that

steering wheel?” The pirate
justlooks down at it. Then
he looks up and says, ‘Yeah,
it’s driving me nuts. ” Every-
one laughs.

The girls are comfort-
able talking to my wife,
but that’s still as blue as it
gets in the favorites depart-
ment. Adriana offers this:

“Knock-knock”

“Who’s there?”

“Madam.”

“Madam who?”

“Madam finger’s stuck
in the door!”

Mamet goes for a
longer setup. “My husband
tells me jokes every day,
and I honestly don’t retain
anything. Actually, I
remember one joke — he
told me this one: A woman
and her husband are living
together, and her mom
and dad move in with
them. The daughter tells
her mom that, sometimes,
when her husband comes
home from work, she likes
to just be naked, waiting for
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him. The old lady thinks,
‘T should do that, too. So
she does, and her hus-
band — he’s this old-school
guy — comes home. She
opens the door and he’s,
like, ' Why don’t you learn
to iron your dress?’ Because
she’s so wrinkled!”
Deirdre asks if there’s
anything that no one
should joke about. “Rape
jokes,” answers Adriana.
Why not rape jokes?
“Because taking a sit-
uation that’s disturbing
and trying to make it
funny,” says Adriana, “I
don’t think it goes together”
“It might make it seem
like it’s okay because it’s
funny,” adds Mamet. “It
takes away some of the
seriousness of the situa-
tion. Serious things should
not be funny. Jokes about
starving Ethiopians and
things like that. I don’t get
furious, but I wouldn’t joke

about that.”

Erin gives an exam-
ple. “Dead baby jokes —
that’s pretty serious.
Nobody likes a joke about
dead kids. There was one
written on the wall of my
old house: ‘What’s the dif-
ference between a dead
baby and a rock? You can’t
f@#k a rock. That’s mas-
sively offensive, and there’s
not anybody that thinks
those are funny”

But she barely even
pauses before correcting
herself. “Well, actually, there
is. There’s always some-
body that finds them
funny — there are Holo-
caust jokes that people
think are hilarious.”

So is there anything
that no one should joke
about?

“It depends on your
crowd,” says Adriana.

“Yeah, it’s all context,”
agrees Erin.

For example: Adriana
is white, and her friend
Mamet is black. Says Adri-
ana, “With her,I can tella
black joke because I'm
comfortable with her. But
if Twere to say a black joke
in front of a stranger, it
would be bad.”

A black joke — such
as?

“Why are black people
so tall? Because their knee
grows!”

Once again: audience
matters. So does joke-teller:
“Tknow a racist joke about
Middle-Eastern people,”
says Adriana, warming to
the topic. “Actually, a Mid-
dle-Eastern person told
me. Why are there no Wal-
marts in the Middle East?
Because there’s a Target on
every corner.”

“Ooooh,” say the
girls—looking in the direc-
tion of the banner adver-
tising the campus Muslim

Students Association. The
joke — to borrow an image
from the political cartoon-
ist Jeff Danziger — hits
more like an ice cube down
the back than a feather to
the ribs. Still, it’s not as if
any of them are offended,
and no one is objecting
that a great tragedy has

context.

I don’t point this out
to make the girlslook bad
or to make them look unin-
telligent. Lots of thought-
ful, sensitive people will
espouse this or that limit
on what’s funny while
chuckling over the slaugh-
ter of someone else’s sacred

way: “Tragedy is when I
get a paper cut. Comedy is
when you fall down a man-
hole and die.”

Jewish Humor

Melinda Wynar has been
working with Jewish Fam-
ily Services as the coordi-
nator for the North County

Is there anything that no one should
joke about? “Rape jokes,” answers

Adriana.

been made fodder for a
joke. No one is saying that
serious things should not
be funny. In short, no one
is adhering to the princi-
ple put forward only min-
utes earlier. Instead, they’re
sticking with their second
assessment — it’s all

cow. College girls face the
real possibility of rape; sui-
cide-bombing, less so. So
it’s a little easier to joke
about the latter. We can
laugh because the horror
is out there, at a safe distance,
happening to someone
else. Mel Brooks put it this

Inland Older Adult Cen-
ter for the past eight years.
The group meets three
times a week at Temple
Adat Shalom on Pomer-
ado Road in Poway to
socialize, listen to speakers,
watch movies...and have
lunch. There are plenty of
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Alzheimer’s
Disease...

The fear and stress of Alzheimer’s impacts the caregiver
and extended family as much as the patient.

If you are between the ages of 50 and 88 and
have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease
you may qualify to take part in a research
study of an investigational drug for
Alzheimer’s.

Qualified participants will receive:
¢ Compensation for your time and travel
¢ No-cost study-related drug
and study-related medical care
¢ No-cost study-related medical evaluations

Call 858-ARTEMIS (278-3647) today to
see if you qualify for this research study.
Confidentiality is strictly honored,
and enrollment is limited.

?{Artemis

IS TITUTE FOR CLINICAL RESEARCH
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(278-3647)

Artemissd.com

Sun-Damaged Skin?

Do you have rough reddish brown spots
or lesions on your skin? If so, it is
important to see a dermatologist. These
lesions can be the earliest stage in the
development of skin cancer.

Therapeutics Clinical Research is
evaluating an investigational topical
medication in the treatment of skin
pre-cancers, also known as actinic
keratoses.

We need participants:

* 18 years of age or older
¢ With 10 or more actinic keratosis lesions on face
* In general good health

ualified participants will receive:

 Study-related examinations and AK cryotherapy with a board-certified
dermatologist at no cost

¢ Study medication at no cost
e Compensation for time and travel

No Insurance Required, Confidentiality Maintained
Conveniently located in Kearny Mesa

Call us at 858-279-SKIN (7546)
Email: info@therapeuticsresearch.com
Website: www.therapeuticsresearch.com

THERAPEUTICS

CLINICAL RESEARCH

Suffering
from
Rheumatoi

Arthritis?

If you:
e Are between the ages of 18 and 75
e Have a diagnosis of RA for at least 6 months
e Are taking Methotrexate (MTX) and folic acid
you may qualify to participate in a research study

of an investigational medication for the treatment
of Rheumatoid Arthritis.

Qualified participants will receive, at no cost,
the following study-related procedures:

e Laboratory tests
® Physical exams
e Electrocardiogram (ECG)
e Office visits

e Study medication

Compensation for time and travel may be available.

Call now: eStudySite at 619.955.5246
info@estudysite.com
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Do You Get
Anxious
in Social Situations?

Do you: @
& Ciel very NERVOUS around people?
* Fear being the center of attention?
& AVOID going 1o social events and
meeting new people?
I wosu pnswered YES woany of the above, vou may be ehgible 1o
participate inan experimental research study comparing several
study drug opiions [or social phobia. Medical assessment and
clinical cure are provided.
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Heavy drinkers not
seeking treatment

Investigators at The Scripps Research Institute are currently seeking
volunteers who consider themselves to be heavy drinkers and
do not have any desire to stop drinking. The purpose of this
research is to study the effect of potential medications
on factors related to drinking.

Earn money for completing 4 study
visits that take place over 3 weeks.

This study does involve taking a
medication or placebo for one week.

g T To find out if you qualify

r for study participation,

- Scmnires please call 858-784-7867
H RESEAREN or visit our website at:
WWww.pearsoncenter.org

“ | S2TITUTE for more information.

jokes here, she says, but
few of them are about
death.

Wynar is a good deal
younger than those she
serves — her red hair finds
plenty of contrast among
the white heads gathered
in Adat Shalom’s pale, cav-
ernous social hall. But she’s
got plenty of empathy for
her elders: “Here, they de-
emphasize death,and 'm
so glad. People come here
because it’s about life, not
death. At this point, it’s not
ajoking matter. You get to
a certain age, and the real-
ity is that so many friends
are dying, or have died,
that it doesn’t become so
funny. Here, the humor is
akind of coping technique.
It helps to lighten the load”

Before she took this job,
she worked at Seacrest Vil-
lage in Encinitas, “which is
the Hebrew home for the
aged”” Tt was there she began
writing down the jokes she
heard. “I had different
clients giving me jokes,
and sometimes we would
have joke sessions. By the
time [ moved over here, I
had an entire collection.
I'd put them in the newslet-
ter. It was just a way of lift-
ing everybody’s spirits.”
That said, it’s not as if
she doesn’t know any jokes
about death. “An elderly
Jewish woman decides to
have her portrait painted.
She tells the artist, ‘Paint me
with diamond earrings, a
diamond necklace, emer-
ald bracelets, a ruby brooch,

RESEARCH STUDIES

swMEDICAL MARIJUANA

Did you know? Californians can
use and possess Medical
Marijuana legally? We can help...
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and a gold Rolex. ‘But
you're not wearing any of
those things, replies the
artist. ‘T know, she says.
‘It’s in case I should die
before my husband. I'm
sure he will remarry right
away, and I want his new
wife to go crazy looking
for the jewelry. ”

That joke also gets at
what Wynar considers a
characteristic of Jewish
humor: “Ethnicities make
fun of themselves. We have
that separateness and that
ability to laugh at our ways.
Jews have always been
shown as enterprising.”
And so, a joke: “A fleeing
Taliban, desperate for water
and plodding through the
Afghanistan desert, sees
something far off in the
distance. Hoping to find
water, he walks toward the
object, only to find an old
Jewish man sitting at a card
table with neckties laid out
on it. The Arab says, Tm
dying of thirst. Do you
have water?’ The Jewish
man replies, ‘T have no
water. Would you like to
buy a tie? They’re only
$150; this one goes very
nicely with your robes.
The Arab shouts, ‘You idiot!
I don’t need one of your
overpriced ties! I need
water!’ ‘Okay; says the old
Jewish man. ‘It does not

Clinical

CLINICAL RESEARCH
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Researchers at Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital are currently enrolling men and women
in inpatient and outpatient studies.

Eligible participants may receive all study-related care at no cost, and may be
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of experienced physicians and research specialists.

To learn more, call the Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital Clinical Research Center
at (858) 694-8350.
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matter that you do not
want to buy a tie from me.
I will show you that you
have not offended me. If
you walk over that hill to
the east for two miles, you
will find a lovely restau-
rant that has all the water
you need. The Arab stag-
gers away toward the hill
and eventually disappears.
Four hours later, the Arab
comes back to where the
old Jewish man is sitting at
his table. The Jewish man
says, ‘I told you — about
two miles over that hill.
Could you not find it?’ T
found it all right, rasps the
Arab. ‘Your brother won’t
let me in without a tie ”

It’s not simply the abil-
ity to poke fun at them-
selves, however — it can’t
be. Most folks of any matu-
rity can do that, but it’s the
Jews who have dominated
American comedy in such
commanding fashion. (No,
I’'m not going to make an
argument for this.) I mean,

if you look at Scripture,
the Jews sort of started with
a joke — or at least, what
sounded like one. When
God promised Abraham
that his 90-year-old wife
Sarah would bear a son,
the old man threw him-
self on his face and laughed.
When Sarah heard the
news, she laughed, too,and
God made a point of notic-
ing it. And when they did
have a son, they named
him Isaac — “laughter”
For all his famous
anger and jealousy, it seems
that Abraham’s God is a
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