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Air-portability As of early this week,
only one campaign committee weighing in on
the move of San Diego International Airport from
Lindbergh to Miramar had filed its official
papers with the county registrar of voters. A
group calling itself Support Our Military—Vote
No on Miramar registered last week, saying it
will oppose November’s ballot measure, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman with the registrar. Its
treasurer, she says, is listed as Bill Baber, one-
time staffer to ex-mayor Dick Murphy, always
abig booster of moving out of Lindbergh; John
Kern, Murphy’s top aide, is working for the
pro-new-airport side.

Meantime, rumors are circulating that Qual-
comm billionaire Irwin Jacobs is preparing to
sink a small chunk of his for-
tune into the drive to keep the
airport downtown and may
have been responsible for that
poll a few weeks back con-
ducted by Houston-based Voter
Consumer Research. A nom-

inal Democrat who normally
shies away from hot local causes,
Jacobs did give $100,000 to
the failed November 2000 effort to dislodge
school board incumbent Fran Zimmerman.
But don’t look for another veteran of local
big-money politics to get into the Miramar
fray. In 1994, bayfront hotel magnate Doug
Manchester was a prime mover behind a bal-

Irwin Jacobs

lot measure in favor of relocating the airport to
Miramar. His ally in that fight, U-T owner Helen
Copley, spent $50,000 on the campaign, which
garnered 52 percent in favor of the move. This
time around, though, Copley is in the grave, and
Manchester, who’s negotiating with the Navy to
build an office and commercial complex on gov-
ernment property at the foot of Broadway, is
said not to be in a frame of mind to cross the
military brass, which is bitterly opposed to turn-
ing Miramar over to civilians.

71,500 seats, river view san
Diego mayor Jerry Sanders has quietly approved
a $50,000 contract to appraise
the 80 acres under Qualcomm
Stadium owned by the city’s
Water Department, which
holds it in trust for the bene-
fit of its water customers. The
remaining 80 acres under the
stadium are owned outright
by the city. The purpose of
the appraisal, according to a
memo attached to the mid-
May agreement with the firm
of Desmond, Marcello &
Amster, “is to establish fair
market rent for the Stadium’s
use of Water Department land
as required by the City Char-
ter.” But insiders question the

Ron Roberts

timing of the move, coming
as it does on the heels of an effort led by county
supervisor Ron Roberts to keep the Chargers
at the Mission Valley venue. Sanders’s chief devel-
opment honcho Jim Waring signed off on the

An archive of City Lights stories can be searched on the Internet at SanDiegoReader.com

appraisal contract on May 16, the same day that
the city gave the Chargers the right to look else-
where in the county for a venue. Also that day,
the board authorized Roberts and colleague
Dianne Jacob to talk to Chargers owner Alex
Spanos about a range of possibilities, including
keeping the team at Qualcomm with some kind
of county financing.

One prominent scenario, according to a city
hall insider, would be for the county or another
government entity to purchase the 80 acres of
Qualcomm land owned by the Water Depart-
ment and the 80 acres owned by the city and turn
the land over to the Chargers. The purpose of
the appraisal, according to skeptics, is to gener-
ate a “lowball” figure for the value of the land.
According to a “scope of services” included in
the contract, the appraiser will “conduct eco-
nomic, industry and market research to ascer-
tain the Stadium’s profit potential as currently
configured as well as comparable agreements
of similar type venues.” Notes the agreement:
“This valuation is not intended to be represen-
tative of or to be used in any negotiations for a
new stadium in this or any other location.” An
official in the city’s Real Estate Assets Department
says that means what it says, nothing more: the
appraisal will determine how much the Water
Department should be paid as its share of the
stadium rental.

Puff piece san Diego Metropolitan mag-
azine is out with its annual issue dedicated to the
“Tribute to Women and Indus-
try;’ adinner run by the YWCA
recognizing local female pro-
fessionals. Part of the cele-
bration includes dozens of
paid advertisements in the
magazine in which employ-
ers of the honored women
give them a pat on the back.
But one prominent notice is
raising eyebrows. The city’s taxpayer-funded
Centre City Development Corporation paid an
undisclosed amount to buy an ad congratulat-
ing one of its board members, Jennifer LeSar,
a downtown banker and real estate developer.
“She has shown great leadership in many areas,
especially in her role on the CCDC Board of
Directors,” says the glowing quarter-page write-
up, which features a photo of
abeaming LeSar.“She also has
been akey member of the Board
of Directors for the San Diego
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender Community Center.”
One role not noted is LeSar’s
longstanding relationship with
San Diego city councilwoman
Toni Atkins. CCDC spokesman
Derek Danzinger acknowledged that the agency
paid for the advertisement and promised to find

Jennifer LeSar

Toni Atkins

out how much it cost but did not call back.
— Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published in
this column. Call our voice mail at 619-235-3000,
ext. 440, or fax your tip to 619-231-0489.

What’s Gerry
Parsky Doing
In Caribbean?

By Don Bauder

& "P®he Parsky team” is now famous — as
well as infamous — in Rancho Santa Fe.

There is another “Parsky team” in the secrecy-

shrouded Caribbean tax haven
of the Cayman Islands, but
that’s barely known at all, just
as its creators intended.

Until recently, multimil-
lionaire Gerald “Gerry”
Parsky — chairman of the Uni-
versity of California board of
regents and George W. Bush’s
main advisor in California—
was better known in the state
than he was in Rancho Santa
Fe, where he has occupied a
horsy estate for 16 years. He
takes his own jet in the morn-
ing to Westwood, where he is
chairman and a founding part-
ner of Aurora Capital Group,
which acquires companies with
borrowed money and attempts
to rake in bucks by offering
the stock to the public.

He largely kept to himself
in his well-heeled hometown
hamlet until he took aleading
role in Proposition H, the bit-
terly contested June 6 vote on
a site for a new Rancho Santa
Fe school. He vociferously
opposed it, donating funds for
its defeat and filing two lawsuits
against it. He and his fellow
opponents became known as

the “Parsky team.” Since traf-
fic changes caused by the pro-
posed school would discom-
mode equestrians, school pro-
ponents said Parsky cared more
about horses’ comfort than
children’s education — a rather
hypocritical stance for the UC

Gerald Parsky

system’s top regent.

Parsky claims he is not a
hypocrite: his main point was
that the new school would cost
far more than the average school.
Bond proponents grinned:
Rancho Santa Fe’s financial
geniuses should realize that
land in their area will cost more
than land in, say, National City.

In any case, the proposi-
tion failed to get the 55 percent
it needed to pass. Rancor will
intensify. The current school was
built for 600 students and has
837, housed in 17 portable
classrooms. Whatever hap-
pens, Parsky will be both adored
and despised. But he is used
to that. Asa moderate Repub-
lican, he is regularly assaulted
by conservatives. They even
have a website, Parsky-
watch.com, which flays him,
although it hasn’t been too
active lately.

By contrast, his adventures
in the Cayman Islands have
been hush-hush, buried deep
in turbid prose in the financial
filings of companies that Aurora
took over and subsequently
took public. When taking con-
trol of companies, Aurora Cap-
ital set up entities in the Cay-
man Islands controlled by the
Aurora partners, including
Parsky.

This strategy raises numer-
ous questions, as do most cor-
porate adventures in offshore
tax and secrecy havens. There
are no capital gains taxes in
the Caymans. Nor are there
corporate or personal income
taxes, withholding taxes, gift
or inheritance taxes, sales taxes,
or employment taxes.

I asked one of San Diego’s
foremost securities lawyers,
who did not want to be iden-

continued on page 8

Contact Don Bauder
at 619-546-8529 or
don.bauder@mac.com

Neal Obermeyer

g Ao T ARy BANOUAKCES IS BEMNSUERTING To MAVE THE A¥eaT ro

THE MUAMERE MORWE SoRFT A STATION

-,

HAVE FLINS "B DEuslof THE
NAEEE e ARPOET FEorse Ty
ST THEREE T B SR 4 LT e
CRFENTION T MdvasE 1T 1o
Lontetifen o _'I PE FENT
."'\_--l LU SR HEas ) S

GAE N TRAT o

o~ e
- P -y
£INT BE Sy ™
Lok fEso HES To
Ve 8

Nea o Rethio



CITY LIGHTS

Barbie in Bondage

By Joe Deegan

ffense, too, is in the eye of the beholder.
On April 29 and 30, the Imperial Beach
Art Guild sent eight members to display their

work at Little Italy’s ArtWalk
San Diego. The guild’s presi-
dent, Kelly Tracy, received an
e-mail nine days later from
ArtWalk’s event manager. “The
real reason I'm writing,” said
Paula Kwast, after dropping
several pleasantries, “is that I
would like to talk to you about
one of your artists that I have
received numerous complaints
about. He is the gentleman
with the blue hair (can you
please tell me his name?)....
I've had phone calls from atten-
dees and other artists who felt
that his art involving the Bar-
bie dolls was a little over the top.

“Granted I did not actually
see what was going on, so Iam
taking this information from
others, but from what I have

but I don’t want to cause any
problems with other artists,
attendees or yourself. I hope
you understand.”

The artist in question was
Eider de Mello of Chula Vista.
When I call Kwast, she says that
several of those upset by de
Mello were mothers with lit-
tle girls. “The girls had Barbie
dolls;” she says, “and were upset
with what they saw.” But the only
complainer willing to go pub-
lic with his views is painter
Mark Donnelly, who displayed
his works at ArtWalk two booths
away from de Mello’s.

“I'tried to ignore what was
going on and focus my atten-
tion on speaking with the peo-
ple visiting my booth,” Don-
nelly tells me. “But I did glance

heard he was shooting naked
Barbies into rat traps. I know
that there are different forms
of art and different values, but
since I have received complaints
about his art, can you please
make sure that he does not do
anything like this again if he will
be participating next year? I
know this is getting into the
area of freedom of expression,

over and see [de Mello] hold-
ing up a naked Barbie and a rat-
trap. That didn’t affect me
much. What bothered me was
that, little by little as the day
wore on, stuff started trickling
out of his booth into the street.
Asa first-time participant in Art-
Walk, I was trying to follow all
the rules. And the rules require
you to stay in the ten-by-ten-
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foot booth you are provided.
They do allow you to sit in a
folding chair outside your booth
so that visitors can get closer
to the art. But [de Mello] had
wagons and all kinds of things
piled in the middle of the street,
making his space about four
times the size we'd all paid for.
The booths lined the sides of
the street, and we were sup-
posed to keep the middle clear
for foot traffic”

Donnelly says that he did
look up one other time to see
de Mello scampering in and
out of his booth. “He was wear-
ing what looked like a Viking
helmet,” says Donnelly, “with
dolls’ legs sticking out of it
instead of horns.” As for de
Mello’s art, some people com-
ing from his booth “did think
[it] was obscene,” says Don-
nelly. “They were saying things
like ‘Let’s get the kids out of
here’ Other people were say-
ing that he wasn’t selling his
art, only trying to get atten-
tion. Then I want to know, ‘For
what?” Is he promoting
something?”

Onavisit to de Mello’s stu-
dio in Spring Valley, I learn
that the artist considers “per-
formance” to be a big part of
his art. He did go to ArtWalk
to make sales, he says, selling
two ceramic doll heads. I bring
up the rattraps. “I wasn’t
‘shooting’ Barbies into traps,”
says de Mello, “but using the
traps to fling the Barbies across
the street. To me that’s what
society does to women today.”

The 44-year-old de Mello,
who came to the United States
when he was 5, makes his liv-
ing constructing custom water
displays. On the inside of his
leftarmis along scar inflicted
by a sheet of wire meshing. De
Mello speaks rapidly, and his
six-foot-four-inch frame seems
never to stay still.

“People bring me most of
the materials I use to create
myart,” de Mello tells me, “old
Barbies, Barbie parts, doll heads
of all kinds, tin and wooden
boxes, and lots of other junk.
Tuse alot of wire too.” A future
project, says de Mello, will be
to pay homeless people to bring
him things they find on the
street. “I want to get them
involved in a found-object
sculpture.”

The pieces de Mello is show-
ing me in his studio look as if
they already belong in that cat-
egory. I ask if any of the pieces
he showed at ArtWalk are here
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to see. De Mello shows me a
sculpture he calls Tiwo Left Feet.
It features a lantern with a plas-
tic doll head on top of it. Below
the lantern dangle a pair of
small tennis shoes turned out-
ward away from each other.
“It’s all about the clumsiness we
all feel at times,” says de Mello.

The assembled figures fill-
ing the studio leave me seeing
only a welter of indistinguish-
able debris fragments. But de
Mello focuses my gaze on a
piece he calls The Bouncing
Bungee Barbie in Bondage. “Peo-
ple can think S&M if they want
to,” he tells me, “but they’re
misreading it. We're all in
bondage to our issues: alco-
hol, drugs, sex, whatever it
might be.” Another sculpture
is called Trammeled. It appears
to display a Barbie hanging by
her neck. Looking more closely,
however, one can see that the
impression comes from the
doll’s head being encased in a
small box, more of de Mello’s
“trapped” symbolism.

Males are not absent in de

Mello’s work, but they seem
to find their meaning in rela-
tion to the females. He shows
me a caged male figure with a
“robot head” ascending a lad-
der, the infamous corporate
ladder, of course. “Notice that
his colleague there [a smaller
doll] is mangled,” says de Mello.
At the sculpture’s apex, the
aspiration of the climb, stands
aBarbie, also ina cage. “It’s the
trophy wife, what women are
tortured to look like. The man
is saying, ‘T can buy you a big-
ger house, spoil you more than
the next guy’ But she’s in a bait
trap, stuck too.”

During his two days at Art-
Walk, de Mello took names
and e-mail addresses of peo-
ple he spoke to about his art.
Jennifer Woods, the first one I
contact, writes me back with
characterizations of his work
as “abit disturbing” and “fairly
offensive.” “He seemed very
proud of his work however, she
writes, “and was very outgo-
ing to anyone who ‘cruised
through’ ” Woods says she
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Eider de Mello

admired “the fact that he. . .did
not really care about what peo-
ple thought about his work”
She found the work “enter-
taining” but adds, “I am not a
five-year-old girl or a sixty-
five-year-old lady.... I could
see how some people would
have been offended.”

Before Felicia Morgenstern
comments, she wants to know
whether de Mello was the Bar-
bie “S&M artist.” That’s part
of the controversy, I reply. To
which she suggests several things
he might have been doing,
including manipulating Barbie
in a “misogynistic/sadistic bent.”
Or “is he exposing women’s
tendency to self sacrifice, self
mutilate and ultimately
imprison themselves in...the »
pursuit of physical perfection?” ;
Morgenstern then asks whether o
ArtWalkis such an “improper
venue” for the Barbie art.“Do &
we want a Stepford wife white- %
washed local art scene? Dowe &,
want paintings with pearls or §
do we want art which causes &

continued on page 10 N
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Parsky in
Caribbean

continued from page 6

tified, about Aurora’s Cayman
Islands entities. The response:
“It probably means hidden
ownership or tax avoidance,”

although there could be other
explanations.

David Dunn of La Jolla’s
Idanta Partners haslong been
San Diego’s most prominent
venture capitalist. (Last fall he
sold his La Jolla house for $24.5
million.) Without identifying

CITYLIGHTS

Parsky or Aurora, I described
to Dunn the Caymans struc-
tures. “There are several reasons
people locate over there. L have
never doneit;” says Dunn. “Lack
of disclosure requirements is
one, and two is tax avoidance.”
Such an offshore operation

can relieve a U.S. company of
“alot of securities regulations
in the U.S. and a lot of disclo-
sure rules” The company may
be able to delay disclosure of
deals. Use of offshore havens
can facilitate asset transfers
within families too.

CITY LIGHTS

“It’s bad to generalize,” says
Dunn. “There may be other
reasons and valid reasons.” The
big tax advantage could be on
relief from capital gains taxes
when shares are sold, he says.

I both e-mailed and faxed
detailed inquiries to Parsky,
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AUTHORIZED

DEALER

& WARRANTY PROTECTION

All of our stereos come with a manufacturer’s warranty. We are the authorized
dealer of all brands listed. Be wary of gray market stereos offered at low
prices. There is no manufacturer’s warranty protection if there is a problem.

$129 SPORTSTER

Pause your favorite radio station and replay up to
44 minutes! Works with any existing stereo.
Authorized Sirius dealer. Installation charges not included in sales price.

JL AUDIO

Manufacturer’s Authorized
Amplifier Blowout!

JL 1000/1 mono ........ reg.$999............ $599
JL500/1 mono............. reg. $599............ $349

250/1 mono ........... reg. $399............ $249
JL300/4 ch. coovvveeoe. reg. $499........... $299
JLE6450/6 ch. ........... reg.$399........... $249
JLE4300/4 ch. ............ reg. $339........... $199
JLE2150/2 ch.............. reg.$229.......... $129

Factory refurbished with factory warranty

\

JL Earth-Shattering
2= Bass

s 9499

JL top-of-the-line W7 sub
and AVIONIXX 1200-watt
amp.

Authorized JL Audio dealer. Installation
charges not included in sales price.

$59 a=»

PMP180UCS
Detachable face,
AM/FM/CD/MP3/WMA, 160 watts
high power,dual RCA preout,
built-in EQ.

Authorized Jensen dealer. Installation charges not
included in sales price.

CLIFFORD Alarm

One two-way remote control
with digital screen. Built-in
pager.Remote start. Starter kill. i
Dual-stage shock. 2-way LCD pager
included. Code hopping. Flashing
LED. Powersave mode. Lifetime

warranty.
Authorized Clifford dealer.

$599 auniorox

7" Fully Motorized
Flip-Up Screen

Allin-one with TV tuner. [&=3
iPod cable included.

Authorized Audiovox dealer.
4l Installation charges not included in
sales price.

9.2” Widescreen
All-in-One!

9.2” flip-down TFT with built-in DVD.
Includes free remote.

§1299 / ==r=s

All-In-One Navigation
Reg.$1699. AM/FM/DVD/
CD/MP3.Nav, Touchscreen.
Rearview camera optional.
l-year theft guarantee and
3-year warranty. Limited
stock on hand.

Authorized Eclipse dealer. Installation charges not
included in sales price.

CLIFFORD Premier Line
Intelliguard
Anti-Car Jack
Maximum protection. Remote
adjustable sensors. Built-in anti-
carjack. Coded valet switch for
maximum security.

Authorized Clifford dealer.

$399 15"

Flip-Down
TFT.Dual video input. High-resolution
DVD. Video switcher at your fingertips.
Hurry — limited quantity.

Installation charges not included in sales price.

#

VisionGuard 8000
Alarm & Remote
Starters with
" built-in camera
Full-color camera with
night vision. Automatic
picture capture upon
security violation.

Call for details.

A =

Hideaway
Stealth Boxes

Hassle-free and
perfect if your car
has limited space.
Authorized JL Audio and
MTX dealer.

$ 1 7 v///ILPINE
CDE-9852

180 watts hi-power, detachable face,

CD/MP3/AM/FM.iPod cable & remote

optional.

Authorized Alpine dealer.
Installation charges not included
in sales ane
S -

$269

Two Visor or
Headrest

Monitors
Includes DVD player. Mix or
match. No hidden costs.

Installation charges not included in sales price.

5199 db o

Ported Enclosure and
MVISONIK 400-watt
amplifier

With built-in crossover.

Authorized JL Audio and Visonik dealer,
Installation charges not included
in sales price.

5699 £

2WALPINE. Advanced
Fecuewd Navigation
Compatible with most Alpine screens.
Portable, lightweight touchscreen.
MP3/WMA player. Built-in rechargable

battery.
Authorized Alpine dealer.
Installation charges not included in sales price.

5199

2-Way Paging Alarm
Two remotes. Starter kill. Too many
features to list!

Installed. Includes free labor. Parts extra.

Code hopping.Two 3-channel
remotes. Remote panic. Dual-stage

Lifetime warranty. $2,500 anti-theft
guarantee.

Authorized Viper dealer. Installed. Includes free
labor. Parts extra.

M

TH

4 doors

2 doors

579 $149

Power Door Locks

Includes switch or alarm interface.w_r

Add power windows at a
fraction of the dealer’s price.

Installed. Includes free labor. Parts extra. g

$ 1 99 VIPER Alarm

" shock sensor.Flashing LED. Anti-scan.

$399 Complete
High-End Package

JVC CD/MP3/WMA with built-in EQ,
JL Audio 10" sub.400-watt/2-channel
amp. Two Pioneer 6.5” speakers.

Authorized JVC, JL Audio & Pioneer dealer.
Installation charges not included in sales price.

MBQUARTH

6 1/2” Co-Axial $89
6x9 3-Way $99

6 1/2” Mids/Tweeter
Component $159
All sales final.

Authorized MBQuart dealer.
Installation charges not included in sales price.

$199%.

Back-Up
Camera'

Back-up monitoring

system with camera gk UP Sensor
and TFT screen. Package $69

Installation charges not included in sales price.

KD-G320
Jvclm

(iPod
' not
included)
Y
AM/FM/MP3/
WMA/CD/CD-RW
Built-in EQ & crossover,dual RCA.

Includes remote $14 9

& iPod adapter.

$49 Sale h’

1.5 Farad

Capacitors

With LCD display.

Handles up to o P

1500 watts. Ly L&
,——"7-\'——

4925 El Cajon Boulevard (Corner of El Cajon Blvd.and 49th St.)

61 9'582'5580/5577 Monday thru Saturday 9:00 am-7:00 pm

Serving San Diego Since 1990. Military financing. Financing OAC.

AVN5435
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giving him more than four
days to answer questions about
Aurora’s Cayman Islands units.
I heard nothing,.

I scoured documents filed
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. In 1994, Aurora
Capital organized a company
called Aftermarket Technol-
ogy, which distributes rebuilt
auto and truck parts. To put the
company together, Aurora pur-
chased four auto parts com-
panies. Aftermarket is now
based near Chicago.

In late 1996, Aurora made
apublic offering of the shares.
Aurora Equity Partners, based
in the United States, had 10.7
million shares. A group of Cay-
man Islands—based entities
with the name “Overseas” in
them had 4.5 million shares.
Parsky and his partners con-
trolled much of the Caymans-
domiciled shares. One filing
putit coyly: “Parsky has a pecu-
niary interest in an indeter-
minable portion of these [Cay-
mans] shares.”

The insiders such as Aurora
paid $1.67 per share, and out-
side investors paid $13.50 each.

By late March of 2005, the
Aurora entities, including those
based in the Caymans, had
sold all their shares for between
$14 and $18. Parsky shortly
resigned from the board.

In late 2004, the Aurora
group paid $1 billion for K&F
Industries, which makes air-
craft wheels, brakes, and brake-
control systems. It’s the largest
supplier of wheels and brakes
to the U.S. military. Aurora
financed the buyout mainly
with debt and in 2005 took the
company public. Most of the
proceeds from the offering
went to pay off the debt incurred
for the buyout and to pay a fat
dividend to the insiders. The
prospectus warned, “We do
not intend to use any of the
proceeds of this offering to
grow our business or develop
new products, which could
negatively impact the value of
your investment.” In short, the
leveraged buyout had little eco-
nomic purpose other than to
enrich the insiders. It’s called
financial engineering.

K&F had been spun oft by
Loral, a bankrupt aerospace
company. When Aurora took
K&EF public, there were account-
ing changes made. “It’s buyer
beware on this kind of stuff;”
analyst Francis Gaskins of
Ipodesktop.com told Reuters
at the time. In addition, he was
concerned about the debt piled
up in the buyout. K&F warns

continued on page 10
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619-235-8200

Divorce Mediation

Control your own fate:

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Legal Documents
Divorce, Custody, Support, Visitation.
www.Legal-Choices.com, #7. 619-390-5487.

Fast Divorce-Child Custody

Guardianship. Atty Brian Burkett, 619-250-2683.

Fathers Resource Center

#1 National Award Winners: Divorce, custody, support,
move-aways, paternity, visitation, mediation. Same day
filing possible. 760-634-DADS; 619-702-DADS.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Qualify Under New Laws?

Practice limited to bankruptcy.

Call today to speak with attorney.

Debt-Relief Agency.

619-233-4415; 858-335-1162; 800-210-7729.

I.R.S. Problems?

Owe back taxes? Haven't filed? Let an ex-IRS agent
fight for you! Call me!

Call Tech Tax, 858-410-5717.

Criminal Defense Attorney
Avoid court & deal directly with Ty Carss. DUI, drugs,
felonies, misdemeanors. Visa/MC. 760-295-8420.

HOA Problems?

We can help! Call Gaston & Gaston, 619-398-1882.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

Need Cash Today?

Title loan on your car or truck - you keep it
to drive! Any credit OK. 619-593-6200.

Stop Smoking, One Session!
Hypnosis. All issues. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Debt Elimination/Reorganization
Free consult with actual attorney.

All paperwork done by actual attorney.

Payment plans available. Debt Relief Agency.
619-233-4415; 858-335-1162; 800-210-7729.

Bankruptcy, Fast Divorce

We answer the phone - Talk to a lawyer - 8am-7pm.
Low down payments - Same day filing - Free advice.
FixedPriceLegalCenter.com (sm). 800-993-1998.

Trusts, Wills
Pre-nups, Adoptions

Experienced, professional, caring attorney.
Se habla Espanol. MichaelaCurran.com. 619-980-9006.

Easy Money, Home Loans
Close in 72 hours! No income/asset qualifying
up to $3 million. Mr. Murphy, 1-888-848-1880 x12.

Bankruptcy-Ch7 $799 Complete
Wipe out debt! www.stacylawfirm.net. 619-253-8141.
Debt relief agency. Free consultation, 24/7.

Payment plans available. Attorney Roger Stacy.

Eugene Ellis
MR. DUI, “The Professor”
of DUI Law. One of the first
and most experienced
DUl-only attorneys in San
Diego. Exclusively DUI!

San Diego’s Best DUI-DMV
& Ticket Attorneys

Stay out of jail.
Avoid court.
Clean your record.
Save your license.
Keep your job.

Learn about your rights at: www.MRDUl.com

Call now: 619-563-1010
3990 Ninth Ave., San Diego, CA 92103
(in Hillcrest near 163 and Washington)
Even nice people get arrested for drunk driving.

Mitch Mehdy
One of San Diego’s
best and most
experienced
DMV-only
attorneys.

Attorney, $95/ hour!

Big firm representation for a small price.
Allissues, civil and criminal. Call 619-772-2328.

D.U.l.? / Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

See our display ad on page 4.
Attorney James Bickford, 800-597-6318.
Para Espanol, 888-297-0205. Visa/MC 24/7.

Accident? Injury?
Get the compensation you deserve.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Don't Settle For Less

Unpaid wages/break-time/overtime.
Serious injuries, consumer fraud.
The Law Office of Barron E. Ramos,
858-259-LAW1(5291).

Criminal Record?
Clean it up! 619-398-1882.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $1050 with $500 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxsolutionservices.com.

Sinner Needing Redemption?
Have your conviction expunged, felony reduced to
misdemeanor, or arrest record destroyed. Aggressive,
affordable attorney! Kenneth Hamilton, 619-337-8491.

HIV Result-20 Minutes-$140

GYN, urology, STD tests, confidential. 619-260-0810.

Aggressive Family Lawyer
10+ years experience in family law with divorce,
custody, support and property. 619-542-1100.

Bankruptcy $795!

Experienced Attorney. Stop all collections. Debt

Relief Agency. Raymond Schimmel, Esq., 619-275-1250.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Business Entity Plannmg
S and C Corporations/LLC/contracts/tax/liability.

Free consultation. www.wf-lawyers.com. 619-284-4113.

POPCO-Father's Rights

The original and still the best. 800-963-DADS(3237).

Divorce/Custody/Support
Low fees, ex-DA/child support attorney. Free consult.
Espanol. Attorney E. Gonzalez-Exerjian, 858-456-5501.

Affordable Legal Solutions
Start $100. Online services. SDLegalassist.com.
Divorce. Custody. Support. Eviction. 858-487-7280.

DUI and Criminal Defense
Affordable rates, Visa/MC, flexible payment plans.
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Need a Phone #? Voice Mail

$8.95/month. 800-309-8888 www.voicemaildepot.com.

Simple Divorce $149
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 858-535-1272.

Family Law/Estate Plans
Divorce/custody/support/wills/trusts/tax plans.
Free consultation, www.wf-lawyers.com, 619-284-4113.

Insurance for Less!
Great prices for Auto, Home, and Life insurance.
Agent Roseann Elsner, Lic#0F13704, 619-697-4444.

Personal Injury
Sexual Harassment
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
morris@sandiegolegal.com.

Father's Ri §hts
Divorce and custody issues, mediation, support.
Experienced and aggressive attorney. Discounted
consultation with ad. Law Offices of Lori Vivano.
www.viviano-law.com, 619-296-1750.

Aggressive Female Attorney
Criminal defense and family law. 619-232-2900.

Wrongful Eviction?

Are you facing eviction, 3 or 30 day notices, late
rent, prior evictions? Residential or commercial.
Free telephone consult with experienced attorney.
David Wolff Associates, San Diego. 800-955-8980.

Las Vegas Tickets!!!

We've got the best seats for all of the best shows!
Cirque du Soleil, Jerry Seinfeld, Celine Dion,

David Copperfield, Jay Leno, Elton John and lots more.
www.tic-kets.com www.tic-kets.com.

Credit Repair “Legitimate”

Don’'t Frown-No Money Down!
Since 1988, local company. Call now! 800-700-0273.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Experienced Tax Attorney
Master of Laws in Taxation.

Solution to IRS problems. Tax preparation. Business
consulting. Reasonable. Personal attention. Atty
Ronson Shamoun, 619-595-1655,
www.IRSsolution.com.

Bankruptcy-Still Qualify?

Call 800-993-1998 to find out - countywide.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-530-1675.

Got Collection Letters?
Collection agencies and attorneys routinely violate
federal laws. Get money damages. They must pay
your attorney fee. Free consultation.

Law Office of Ivan Trahan, 858-292-1491.

Social Security Disability
Hearings and appeals representation. 877-559-4900.

Traffic Tickets?

Don't pay. Hire an attorney to fight for $100.
No attorney fee if ticket not dismissed.
760-685-8242 or SanDiegoTrafficTickets.com.

MEDICAL
MARIJUANA

EVALUATIONS

Wi e the ONLY clinic
10 offer this Fatient
Verification Card

. -~ [acc)

AITERMAT

WE CARE
q.-:'.'\.\.'\.' -

I TAMT
PRE-QUALIFYING IS FREE
(B66) 420-7215
www.accsocal.com

Do You Sulfer From?

i i, Mauses, Chranic Pain,
Iraamnia, Glascoma, Depeession,
Cancer # AIDS, Anorexda, Asthima,
Adrniaty, arad rnary ather congitns

ACE Clinde Locations
iul-.nl:lbgu

Groater Los Angpeles ares
Besch

Pabim Springs

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanors/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

Stop Garnishment/Foreclosures
Call today to speak with an attorney.

We're a Debt-Relief Agency.

619-233-4415; 858-335-1162; 800-210-7729.

Stop Repossession
Call now to save your car. 858-405-6766.

Wicket Tix! Best Seats!

See the Broadway musical that everyone's talking
about. We've got the best seats for shows July 26th-
August 6th at the Civic Theatre. But hurry!

They won't last! www.tic-kets.com www.tic-kets.com.

Ex-IRS, Tax Attorney

All problems, returns, representation. 619-234-8471.

Bankruptcy $795!

Experienced Attorney. Stop all collections. Debt

Relief Agency. Raymond Schimmel, Esq., 619-275-1250.

Lawyer For Less-$99/Hour/Up
30 years experience, criminal and civil, DUI,
juvenile. Free consultation. 858-472-4550.

San Diego Mobile Notary
Notary/loan signing services 24/7- hospital, jalil,
office, etc. 619-881-7724, sandiegomobilenotary.net.

Credit Restoration
Clean credit 30 days, money-back guarantee. Track
progress online daily. Call Chris, 623-341-0788.

Something Missing In Life?

Answers through spiritual dreaming, 6/22. 760-294-1992.

Renters' Rights Lawyer
See our Wrongful Eviction ad, or call 800-955-8980.

Wrongful Termination?
Call attorney Michael Sousa for discrimination,
harassment, and unpaid overtime cases. 858-453-6122.

Got Warrants? 619-971-6800.

DUI/DV probation violations, our attorneys can help!
warrantdoctor@gmail.com, 619-971-6800. Call today!

Car Repo'd or about to be?
Call now to save it! 858-405-6766.

Don't Let IRS Ruin Your Life!
Peace of mind is within your reach!

Call 1-877-FIXABLE (24 hours) for recorded
message and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
619-531-8800, www.fixabletax.com.

Child Support/Divorce

Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

Credit Repair+

Raise your FICO score. Atty. Roger Stacy, 619-253-8141.

Bridal Bazaar
Sunday, July 16

San Diego Convention Center, 10am-4pm. More than
200 exhibitors with everything for your wedding.
Information, coupons, www bridalbazaar.com.

Best Concert Seats!

Martina McBride, Kenny Chesney, Fiona Apple,
Radiohead, Counting Crows and Goo Goo Dolls,

Rob Thomas and Jewel... These and hundreds more!

If you want a concert experience you'll always
remember, you want the best seats and we've got them!
www.tic-kets.com.

Auto Accident? Other Injury?

Free advice! Injury Law Center, 619-787-0120.

Bankruptcy Attorney

Still qualify under new laws! Call today for free

attorney consultation. We're a Debt-Relief

Agency. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162; 800-210-7729.

Mr. DUI-Mr. Ticket

www.mrdui.com

Attorneys at law.

We limit our practice to only DUl and DMV.
Call now 619-563-1010.

3990 Ninth Avenue, San Diego, CA 92103
(in Hillcrest near Highway 163).

Worry Too Much?

If you worry excessively, can't relax; have

persistent anxiety, tension, nervousness; have
difficulty sleeping, concentrating, worrying

about how you'll deal with each day; or upset stomach
and muscle tension, you may have Generalized Anxiety
Disorder. You may qualify for a medical

research study to test an investigative medication

for anxiety. All inquiries are

confidential and no insurance is requested. Study
evaluations, blood test, study-related pills and

exams are at no cost and you will be compensated for
visit, travel expenses. For information or

appointment, call the study coordinator, James
Goldberg, Ph.D., at 619-327-0155.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, weight, habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.
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Parsky in
Caribbean

continued from page 8

in its filings that it has “sub-
stantial debt,” now two-thirds
of its capitalization.

The Aurora partners, in-
cluding Parsky, own more than
half of K&F (now called K&F
Industries Holdings) through
both domestic and Cayman
Islands entities. The Caymans
units have names like Aurora
Overseas Equity Partners II
and Aurora Overseas Capital
Partners II.

The K&F insiders, includ-
ing the Caymans units, paid
$2.16 a share, and the new
investors paid $17.50. When
Aurora partners start selling
their shares, questions will be

raised: Are capital gains taxes
being paid? Is Aurora taking
advantage of other offshore
tax breaks? Is Aurora dodging
some disclosure requirements?
Are there hidden partners tak-
ing shelter in the Caymans? If
Aurorais not using the tax and
secrecy advantages offered by
the Caymans, why bother set-
ting up these entities?

Parsky’s Statement of Eco-
nomic Interests for 2005,
required for his UC post,
shows that he had $10,001 to
$100,000 in Aurora Overseas
Capital Partners II. But the
document doesn’t list its
address. Nor does it list other
Aurora “Overseas” entities. It
mentions that Parsky had
stock and “indirect interests”
in Aftermarket. m

CITYLIGHTS

Barbie in
bondage

continued from page 7

us to stop, think, and yes. . .pos-
sibly shudder?”

Eileen Rubio, who says she
is 22, writes that she found de
Mello’s art to be “original and
creative.” It “ ‘spoke’ to me....
[And] it was definitely femi-
nist..... [loved it! It makes you
think of how women are per-
ceived through society and
men. It’s so unjust.... Every
woman knows this and has felt
they have to measure up to
standards of beauty [that] soci-
ety and men created. And this
is where insecurity, jealousy,
competition arise. 'm sure this
art...touched every woman’s
heart”

CITY LIGHTS

Lindsey Gorman believes
that the reason de Mello’s art
created antipathy for “people
in our ‘beautiful’ town of San
Diego is that it hits too close
to home, to the image that
most people are trying to attain,
the perfect trophy appearance.
His art bluntly expresses just
how transparent these people
are”

“Oh yes, the Dead Barbie
Doll collection,” writes Steve
Covault. “Good art doesn’t
have to always be pretty or
soothing. Art that is a little dis-
turbing shows us more, and
makes us think. The objectifi-
cation of women, the plastic
nature of Southern California
culture, etc.... I found his
stuff...full of energy and
dynamics. Odd, perhaps, but

CITY LIGHTS

1”

fascinating
And Jeremy Norton thought
de Mello’s work to be “intro-
spective, not done for shock
value.” At ArtWalk, “It was
refreshing to see bizarre stuff.
I got sick of seeing 5000 pic-
tures of Italy or flowers”
However, the appearance
of Barbie in art is hardly orig-
inal, a fact that has long irritated
the doll’s manufacturer, Mat-
tel Inc. According to numerous
websites, the company unsuc-
cessfully sued Utah photogra-
pher Tom Forsythe for using
the doll in his work. A written
opinion of the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals, which upheld
a 2001 federal district court
decision in favor of Forsythe,
said, “Most of Forsythe’s pho-
tos portray a nude Barbie in

CITYLIGHTS

danger of being attacked by
vintage household appliances.”

Eider de Mello considers
his use of Barbies mild in com-
parison with what he has heard
others have done. “Some artists
have put nails through their
bodies,” he says. “I know what
I do is edgy, but at least I've
gotten a strong reaction. That
validates what 'm doing. And
it’s normal for people to dis-
like some art”

Butit’s not an aesthetic issue
to ArtWalk’s Paula Kwast. “It’s
one thing to go to a gallery
where you know what you're
going to see,” she tells me, “and
another to come unexpectedly
upon something offensive in
alarge outdoor exhibit meant
for the general public, espe-
cially families.” m

Celebrities and athletes chose Dr. Glenn Kawesch
for their LASIK procedure and so can you.

o down payment

N procedures per i
1% interest for 18 mo

s DAL = 4 diffe

s |mtralase All-Laser LASIE = LASIE as iow as §
anit | on site equal more cho

Drawing for FREE LASIK at www.kaweschlaser.com

¥ a month

s.and better treatments

Call 888.266.3914 to receive a $1000 gift certificate

KAWESCH LASER CENTERS
San Diego | 4520 Executive Drive, Suite 230

West Los Angeles | 11600 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 120




IF LOVE IS FREE WHY PAY TO FIND IT?

Quit wasting your money online.

TheBestDateEver.com
is totally free!
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There is no hidden catch.

Over 1,100 active
users and counting.

A click of a button
can invite
someone for coffee.

A click of a button
can invite

someone to a
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Free Panel Presentation for

Parents Facing the
Challenges of Raising
Teenagers

June 28 @ 7 pm
Call Now to RSVP: 619-297-7999

Bachelor’s, Master’s, or
Ph.D. degree in Psychology!

(Certificates also available)

* Sport Psychology

¢ Tibetan Buddhist Psychology
¢ Expressive Arts Therapy

¢ Marriage & Family
Therapy (MFT)

 Doctor of Psychology (PsyD)

Sport Psychology

Degree Programs with

New online Bachelor’s in
Business Administration &
Intensive English Language Program

Dr. Cristina Versari
the Sport Psychologist

San Diego University for Integrative Studies of NBA players

www.sduis.edu 800.234.7041
Now in Old Town ¢ 3900 Harney St. #210

== mm m Expires 7/13/06 == mm mm T Expires 7/13/06 = mm mm gy

Daily Wear : Disposable
Contacts . Contacts

'89 $139

Includes exam. Includes exam.
With coupon. With coupon.

= = = Expires 7/13/06 w= mm m— T = mm w EXpires 7/13/06 = mm wm

1~ Astigmatism (anlc)u
;| Disposable Lenses

9198 ==

Includes exam.
With coupon.

Is Laser Vision
Correct
for You?

e e e e s s e

Come in for a
complimentary
consultation.

e e e v o

Call for details and certain restrictions.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ARENA EYEWORKS
OPTOMETRY

SPECIAL
SERVICES

* Dry-Eye Contact Lens
Materials

» Astigmatism Contact Lenses
with Precision Control
Technology

* World’s Most Advanced
Gas-Permeable Contact
Lenses

—
—
— o /)

Visit us at: www.optom.com

1% 224-2819

Michael Goldsmid, 0.D., FA.A.0. « Elizabeth Collin, 0.D.

3750 Sports Arena Blvd. ¢ Suite 9

(Between Red Lobster and Men's Fashion Depot)

We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
Phone them in at 619-235-
3000, ext. 460; address them to
Letters to the Editor, Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803;
fax them to 619-231-0489;

or use our web page at
www.SanDiegoReader.com/
letters. Include your name,
address, and telephone number.
Letters may be edited for length
and clarity.

Ollie, You Fool,

Hah Hah

Oh, Ollie, you think you are
wise, but it is I who will prove
the most clever at the last. I
have indeed deciphered the
code so crudely hidden in
your last column (“Remote
Control King”), and it is [,
your nemesis, who shall have
the elixir first. Even now I
am constructing my plans to
defeat your simian army be-
fore your mandibles have
even formed. My next mes-
sage will be hidden within the
laugh track of Love Monkey.

CASH
CARS

*1-°5000
IN T HOUR!

Running or not.
Free towing.

i
_MIKE
760-458-6997

The game is on.
Karl Azathoth
via e-mail

I Love Ollie, Too
This is in response to Neacy,
who wrote the letter about
Ollie (May 25). I agree with
you. I love Ollie. He is a
great writer. He’s super tal-
ented. He’s entertaining.
That’s what it’s about. Ev-
eryone needs to chill.

Jen

Condolences

We at the Dijkstra Agency
were shocked to learn of Ju-
dith’s passing. Although she
was working from the Bay
Area (and we missed having
someone on this gig who
was locally based), she more
than made up for her geo-
graphical separation from
the San Diego literary com-
munity by the quality of her
work and her passion for
good writing. We always ap-
preciated the coverage she
gave to important authors
coming to town (and also
to those who skipped San
Diego). We shall miss her
enormously and do hope
that the Reader will do its
best to find a replacement

soon to fill her big shoes!
Sandra Dijkstra
Sandra Dijkstra Literary
Agency
Del Mar

Been Waiting For
Years For This

Thanks for the article in the
May 18 issue regarding the
Salton Sea (“You Could Hear
a Pin Drop at Night,” Cover
Story). Being a frequent visi-

tor to Borrego Springs and
the Salton Sea/Thermal area,
I had been waiting for years
for the Reader to publish
something about this unusual
place and the land grabs go-
ing on over there.

From what your writer
says, the “NAFTA Highway”
(widening of Highway 86)
seems to have opened up the
entire area to development
and speculation. I find it
ironic that the Salton Sea
Authority wants to “save”
the Salton Sea by selling
hundreds of acres of public
lands to developers.  am not
sure how turning the west
shore of the Salton Sea into
another Temecula/Hemet/
Murrieta sprawl benefits the
sea. How does it benefit any-
body except the developers
hoping to line their pockets
by jamming more housing
into one of the few empty
tracts of land in that por-
tion of Riverside County?

Wasting valuable water
by building suburban de-
velopments in the middle
of the desert makes little
sense. Surely wiser, conser-
vation-minded organizations
can foresee ways to preserve
some form of the Salton Sea
without smothering the
desert with housing tracts.

Christian Winkle
via e-mail

Horseplay
Exploration
Re J. Edward Chamberlain’s
Horse (“Reading,” May 18).
I enjoyed the review of
Horse. I look forward to
learning more reading the
book. However, there seem

continued on page 86

Antique Row Cafe
619-282-9750

619-696-7007

Beads and More
858-483-4190

619-269-7966

Bob’s Mission Surf
858-483-8837

Grants Marketplace
619-231-0524

The Greenroom
619-226-1311

Island Surf
619-435-1527

Obelisk: The Bookstore
619-297-4171

Distinguished
Neighborhood Clothing

Visit us at codewearclothing.com for your
neighborhood store, or visit any of these locations:

Barely On Beach Clothing

Blissful Bean Coffe House

PB Sun & Sea
858-483-6613
Scott James

East Village Boutique
619-696-0910

Star Surfing Company
858-273-7827

Surf Club Surf Shop
858-483-4854

Underground Furniture
858-581-0229

Underground Furniture
Espresso Lounge
619-501-3459

CLOTHIMG




THE CHEAPEST PRICES IN TOWN!
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Not Sure How To Put Together a Complete System? Look Below & SAVE BIG!
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INDASH FLIPLP SCREEN WDVD PLAYE

DROPDOWN MONITOR, HEADPH BOOW BASS AMF, 127 SLIBWOOFER 1200 BASS COMBO WITH 127 SUB TWO 7.0" HEADREST SYSTEM
4 NEW SPEAKERS SUPER COMEBQ. HEADPHONES SUPER COMBO FOUR 220W SPEAKERS COMBO HEADPHONES & A DROPDOWN

10.4™ MONITOR + HEADPHONES
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Laser Vision
corrECtion from$1 1 99 per eye

Barry Katzman, M.D. suggests you ask these questions:
B s your exam, surgery and follow-up care provided by the same doctor or by
the doctor's “staff"?
B Who will answer all your questions?
B Will you have other refractive surgery options (LASIK, PRK, multifocal
implants/Restor)?
Are they using state-of-the-art lasers (VISX S4 Custom Vue)?
How long have they been doing refractive surgery?
Are there any hidden prices or add-on fees?
Call 1-800-631-4590 for free consultation.

25% off all Sunglasses*
Including: Guess, Maui Jim, Ralph, CK,
Polo Sport, Nautica, Nike, Fendi

i *r\

—n*:_:i 25% off Second Pair of Glasses* l:h\\?

Both must be purchased on the same day.

Computer Glasses .. *49°**

If you spend lots of time in front of a computer and
your eyes are bothering you, these glasses
are specially designed to help.

k=

Droopy eyelids making you look older? Causing headaches? Interfering with
your vision? Many insurances cover this procedure (upper and/or lower lids).
$100 off* upper lids * $100 off* lower lids
$250 off* hoth upper and lower lids
619-697-4600 x105 * Ask for Angela.

Droopy eyelids?
Blepharoplasty
can help.

Comprehensive Optometric Eye Exam *49’
*10 Off Any Product or Service’

West Coast Eyecare has helped San Diego see clearly

for over 25 years. There /s a difference in surgeons.

Six Locations: College Area/La Mesa * El Cajon « South Bay
Clairemont/Mira Mesa * Escondido/Vista/RB + Alpine

1-800-631-4590

*See office for details. All offers not valid with certain plans or insurance. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Must bring ad at time of visit. Must schedule consultation before July 17, 2006.
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llustration by Rick Geary
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Hi, Matt:
I see “tribute” bands in the Reader all the time (the Steely Damned, a Steely Dan tribute band;
the Iron Maidens, female Iron Maiden tribute band, etc.). Do these bands have to get approval
from the artist to perform in public, use their likeness/name, etc.? Can they record and sell their
performances of the music? What would I have to do to set up my own tribute band, and what
would the limitations be?

— Mike, Linda Vista

Dear Matthew:
The other day I was watching Wolf Creek; and while I was trying to console myself over the
rental fee during the closing credits, I noticed that the movie’s soundtrack was available on
some record label. The only music I remember from Wolf Creek was your typical cheesy horror
movie mood-setting background noise. Curious, I went through my DVD collection and
noticed that all my movies have a soundtrack available. Pulp Fiction’s soundtrack is available
on MCA, which is understandable, as the movie did have good, memorable music.
Independence Day, where I don’t remember any music at all, has their soundtrack available
on RCA; 28 days later on XL Records, I, Robot. What gives? Is there some rule that movies
have to release their music on CD?

— Mark Hettergott, Rancho Pefiasquitos

Oh, Mark...Mark...once again an innocent stumbles into Logicland and opens the forbidden
pop-culture door. Out flies a sensible question: Why would anyone release a CD of forgettable
music that you can’t sing along with at the top of your lungs on the freeway or even dance
to? Sorry to say, soundtrack CDs aren’t much different from any other trash that bounces
off the back of the movie-promotion truck. Slurpee cups, bobble-head dolls, Reservoir Dogs
flea powder, DaVinci Code decoder rings. .. They illustrate a basic pop-cult business principle.
If you own something, you can always sell off pieces of that something and increase the
income you are already making from that something. “Something,” in your case, is Wolf Creek,
in all its cheesy Australian glory.

That’s our liberal rephrasing of an answer we got from Mark Meyerson, an old M.A.
road dog who, unlike the rest of the crowd, actually made something of his pitiful self. He’s
worked for the likes of ASCAP, Atlantic Records, MCA, and Twentieth Century Fox. He loves
copyright law so much he’s even vice president of the L.A. Copyright Society. He denies any
knowledge of Wolf Creek but suggests that the worthiness of the music has not a lot to do with
it. Sure, the CD of a song-oriented score like, say, Dead Man Walking featuring a heap o’ stars
(Springsteen, Vedder, Lovett, Waits, Shocked, et al.) makes artistic sense to a consumer. A company
like Columbia is more than happy to whap out a bazillion soundtrack CDs. But even if it’s just
hackneyed mood tunes from Wolf Creek, some company will take a chance that enough
somebodies out there will want to part with 15 bucks for them. In the case of Wolf Creek, the
record label is Rubber (also Aussie), and unless they have some whiz-bang distribution deal
in the U.S., I doubt that the CDs will be cluttering up the shelves at Wal-Mart.

Remember that CDs and DVDs are cheep, cheep, cheep to manufacture. And if you
have access to the master recording of the film’s score, you have near-zero production costs.
You pay a reuse fee to the film company for the rights and some fees to the musicians involved.
A little studio editing time and, bingo, a marketable product.

There have been music companies that specialized in releasing soundtracks. Some film
companies have deals with music companies for CD releases. And, of course, if your corporate
family tree includes both a film branch and a music branch, then you really have a cheap
product and it’s pretty much your fiduciary duty to release a CD. And there’s always that X
factor. When we consumer sheep hear the tag line “Soundtrack CD available from Earpain
Records!” do we think, “Hmmmm, maybe it’s a worthwhile flick if they’ve gone to all that trouble™?
Maybe. The suits all hope so. And, of course, in the end, we’ll just be skunked once again by
trailers and hype.

Moving on to the creepy world of tribute bands, our source recommends his favorite,
Dread Zeppelin — “Stairway to Heaven” to a reggae beat. But if you, Mike, want to salute
your fave, you won’t have to do much except practice hard in the garage, then scare up some
gigs. You can’t borrow anything from your musical idols that is trademarked or otherwise
legally protected, but for most bands that’s just their name. A band might have a “look”
(grunge, glam, etc.), but that’s not copyrightable. Your performance rights are covered, as
with any band, by the club owner. You’ll pay a license fee for recording rights, but that’s
standard for any previously recorded song, whether you’re a tribute band or not. So as long
as you don’t call yourselves the Carpenters or Alvin and the Chipmunks or use their pictures
in your ads, you’re home free. Or relatively free, anyway. A tribute band is like any other band,
just a little more obsessed.

A searchable archive of past columns is available at SanDiegoReader.com
Got a question you need answered? Send an e-mail to heymatt@cts.com or fax to 619-231-0489
or mail to Matthew Alice, c/o the Reader, Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.




BEST »>ELECTRONICS

CDX-GT100 M

e AM/FM/CD player
 High-power 208 watts

SONY xpea

CDX-GT200

e AM/FM/CD/MP3
® High-power 208 watts

WE’LL BEAT OUR COMPETITORS’
BEST PRICE — GUARANTEED!*

CAR AUDIO SPECIALISTS

LABOR ONLY, PARTS ADDITIONAL (agor vaLue sas)

SONY Xpia  grvA

® Detachable face

Not an authorized Sony dealer.
Labor only, parts additional.

MOB1LE VIDEO SPEC1ALS

KENWOOD/SONY/
ALPINE/CLARION/
AUDIOVOX/Proneer
7~ FLIP-UP MOTORIZED

® 2 aux inputs ® Navigation input $
Installation charges not included. FROM 369

N(

® Detachable face

Not an authorized Sony dealer. |NSTALLED
Labor only, parts additional.

25 DyD IN-DASH DVD
* 7"motorized monitor & DVD e High power 45x4
Not an authorized Alpine, Sony,
Kenwood or Clarion dealer.
TWO 6" HEADREST SCREENS
or 8" FLIP-DOWN & DVD

® Two 6" headrest monitors

¢ DVD/CD/MP3 player ® Two wireless headphones $ ‘l 69
Installation charges not included.

FREE

4” Speakers!

KENWOOD

KDC-132
o AM/FM/CD player

e High-power 180 watts
® Detachable face

Labor only, parts additional.

_ c‘{
" ': "'!

':‘i

COMPLETE SYSTEM
CD, AMP & SPEAKERS

Expand and upgrade
your existing system.
Picture for illustration only.

Installation charges not included for any items
besides stereo. Parts & labor not included.

Ploneer M

® 6x9 speakers ® 480 watts

Installation charges not included.

~\

u
(next
CLAIREMONT M|ESA B

K
)
Lvp.

( 805

BALBOA

J

13" FLIP-DOWN
MONITOR & DVD
* 2 wireless digital headphones \{-1 g
* Wireless remote control

* DVD/CD/MP3 player ® Playstation hookup $ ‘| 99

Other screen sizes available.
7" FLIP-DOWN & DVD PACKAGE

Installation charges not included.
¢ 7" flip-down screen

* Widescreen
.’-ﬁii * DVD/CD/MP3 player
: * Playstation hookup

aoel $
Installation charges not included.

BASS SYSTEM

2200-WATT
SYSTEM
Digital D-BASS
Add super bass

Compohble with any existing stereo!

to your vehicle!
Sony power amplifier with built-in crossover.
Two 6.5" speakers. Sony 10" speaker box.

Not an authorized Sony dealer. Installation charges not included. .|

()

(858) 715-392 s
5040 CONVOY STREET

IN-STORE INSTANT FINANCING, 1 YEAR
NO INTEREST OR NO PAYMENT oac

FREE INSTALLATION

FREE
ALARM!

With purchase
of $299 or more.
Call for details.

ON ANY
STEREQ

(

dlise:

DIGITAL AUDIO

Works with any existing radio '
Installation charges not included.
REMOTE CONTROL AUTO ALARM
* Parking light flasher ® Automatic arming
electric door locks.
SYSTEM sicron s000N
Includes labor only; parts additional. INSTALLED

SONY cox-a54rF
* Random & scan ® 1 bit DA converter
* 8x over-sampling $99
G =)

§ 1 [

I Y

¢ 100t. range ® Remote control panic

* |gnition lockout safety system

® 60-second re-arm timer

® Free LED light and flashing lights

Includes labor only; parts additional.  INSTALLED

'l

* 2-way LCD pager ¢ 1-mile radius

o Abutton, 3-channel LCD transmitter

=3 500W
e WMAX. POWER
e "
SONY AMP !
® 4 Channel 125x4  ® Builtin Crossover $
Not an authorized Sony dealer. 69

10-DISC CD CHANGER
\__ Not an authorized Sony dealer.
EAGLE CAR ALARM
* Multi-function LED status indicator
Free Power Door Locks $
Cars must be equipped with factory 59
PAGING ALARM
* Free power door locks $
(Car must be equipped with factory locks.)
Installation charges not included.

( i
XSL1200B

SONY s 127
SUBWOOFER
* 500 watts ® Deep bass ® 4 ohms
* 4layer voice coil

\_ Not an authorized Sony dedler.

Installation charges not included.

Not responsible for misprints. Prices shown include cash discounts.
Ad pricing available June 1521, 2006 only.

*Must present a written estimate.

SL 9007 ‘ST aun( Japvay 0331 ueg
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STEREO DEPOT

MOBILE AUDIO | VIDEO & SECURITY

your one-stop shop!

GRAND OPENING SALE!

All merchandise at or below dealer cost!
Carry-outs welcome!

100% financing OAC!

No payment, no interest for 12 months OAC!

All Items Brand-New 2006 Models!

F R E E INSTALLATION

ON ANY STEREO

Installation not required on sale items. Labor only, parts additonal.

JVC MP3 Player JVC AM/FM/CD-R/RW

Free
Tweeters!

With $99 purchase

W, g g gy gl
* AM/FM/MP3/CD-R/RW
* 200 Watts Power
« Detachable Face
* Remote Control
« iPod-Ready

JVC G320

Labor only, 8 9

parts additional. Installed!

KD-G120

Labor only, 5 9

* AM/FM/CD-R/RW
« 180 Watts Power
« Detachable Face

parts additional. Installed!

Pioneer
AM/FM/CD/MP3

Kenwood
AM/FM/CD/CD-R/RW

All Name-Brand In-Dash
DVD Monitors on Special
Kenwood JVO
Alpine  Sony
Proneer

Not an authorized
Kenwood, Alpine

or Sony dealer. ;nztralzeasﬁr?;t
From $3 9 9 ri1nclgi|ded.
MOBILE VIDEO PACKAGES
Complete TV System Q848 5yt b "

= |2

i Installation charges
not included.

12.2” TFT Flip-Down Screen
Slim Design

* 12.2" Flip-Down Monitor SN - Q |
* 2 Wireless Headphones A
« DVD/CD/MP3 Player 1

Installation charges
not included.

* 180 Watts Power -y, ¢ 13,
* Built-in Amplifier

+ Detachable Face $69
Not an authorized

Kenwood dealer. Installed!
Labor only, parts additional.

DEH2800MP

* 180 Watts Power $9 9
* Built-in EQ

+ Detachable Face Installed!
Labor only, parts additional.

« 2 Wireless Headphones
« Video Game Hook-up

Add TV $1 69

tuner $29

Car Alarm

Add Satellite | Paging Alarm

« 2 Remote Controls
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SportingBox e

Soon To Be A Major
Motion Picture

n June 6 — that’s 6-6-06, for Satanists

keeping score — federal agents raided

the Scottsdale home of Arizona
Diamondbacks reliever Jason Grimsley. This visit
was a follow-up to an April 19 drop-in
conducted by Internal Revenue Service agent Jeff
Novitzky, lead agent in the BALCO case, and 12
members of the IRS Criminal Investigation, the
FDA’s Office of Criminal Investigation, FBI, and
U.S. Postal Inspection Services.

The April visit came immediately after an
undercover postal inspector delivered a package
of human growth hormone that Grimsley
ordered and paid $3200 for. Grimsley was given
the choice of going with the nice agents to
another location for an interview or else the
entire gang would trash the living shit out of his
house as Grimsley’s wife, three children, and
guests looked on.

On second thought, perhaps agents didn’t
say those exact words, although I’d bet a lot that,
“trash the living shit” conveys the exact meaning
of the words they did use. In any case, Grimsley
chose to go with the nice men and be
questioned.

According to a search-warrant affidavit
written by Novitzky, “...Grimsley also provided
details about his knowledge of other Major
League Baseball players receipts and use of
athletic performance-enhancing drugs, including
several close acquaintances. At the request of
agents, Grimsley also made a recorded phone call
to his supplier of human growth hormone....
Throughout the course of the approximately
next two hours, Grimsley voluntarily provided
agents with the following information...”

I'll cut to the chase. Grimsley admitted
using human growth hormone, steroids, and
amphetamines throughout the course of his
major-league career and then ratted out fellow
ballplayers who are or had used illegal drugs.

Grimsley has had a hell of a career for a
pitcher with a lifetime 4.77 ERA and won/loss of
42-58. He made it to the bigs in 1989 and has
played every year since starting with
Philadelphia, moving on to Cleveland, L.A.
Angels, Yankees, Kansas City, Baltimore, and
Arizona. So, when Grimsley ratted out fellow
ballplayers, the number of names he gave the
feds came from a pool of hundreds. Former
teammates include Jose Canseco, Roger
Clemens, Sammy Sosa, and Rafael Palmeiro.

Cops, being human, took all this down and
wanted more, wanted Grimsley to wear a wire
into the clubhouse. Grimsley refused, wishing to
remain a partial rat.

What to do? Well, the feds ratted out
Grimsley. They raided his house on June 6,
trashed the living shit out of it for six hours, and
then unsealed their search-warrant affidavit,

which made public Grimsley’s rat-out and
connected his name to such evil legal terms as,
“Illegal possession of anabolic steroids and
amphetamines, illegal receipt of a misbranded
drug, human growth hormone, distribution of
anabolic steroids and amphetamines, money
laundering...”

Grimsley left the Diamondbacks and his
$825,000 salary the next day, “for the good of the
team,” or, “in order to continue breathing,” pick
one.

The feds are playing hardball. They must
have the names of 50, 100, 150 ballplayers and
have proven to every one of them that they may
well destroy those who refuse complete
cooperation. MLB’s locker rooms will never be
the same.

* * *
PADRES: THE MOTION PICTURE
FADE IN: INT. PADRES CLUBHOUSE
AFTERNOON
ANGLE ON two posters hung on clubhouse
wall. One reads: Scott Free Bail Bonds. Get Out
and Get On with Your Life. The other says:
Warren Rodent Attorney at Law. DUIs, steroids,
human grown hormones, and sexual predators.
ANGLE ON two San Diego ballplayers, one
sitting on a bench tying his shoes, the other
standing in front of an open locker buttoning his
jersey.
BALLPLAYER ONE: “Why don’t you come over
after the game? My wife will throw on some
steaks, the beer is cold.”
BALLPLAYER TWO: “No, thanks. I don’t want
to know where you live.”
An OUTFIELDER walks by, jokes: “Why are you
two talking amongst yourselves? Looks like a
conspiracy to me.”
PLAYER ONE bolts. PLAYER TWO shouts:
“We weren't talking, we were reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance!”
PADRES MANAGER enters, beckons to
PLAYER TWO: “I want to see you in my office.”
PLAYER TWO: “If you have anything to say to
me, you can say it to me in a public swimming
pool, on the deep end, at noon, on a Sunday.”
EXT. PETCO PARK, ANGLE ON first base.
Two outs, bottom of the seventh, Mets lead
Padres 5 to 2. Padres have a runner on first.
PADRES RUNNER takes a modest lead, says to
the Mets first baseman: “I hear your son hit a
home run in the College World Series.”
METS FIRST BASEMAN: “What makes you
think I have a son?
ANGLE ON home plate. Padres batter takes a
ball and two strikes. BATTER mumbles to
himself: “Pitcher’s got some heat today.”
CATCHER: “Make that accusation one more
time and I'll report this conversation to federal
authorities.”

The Vegas Line

Over 90.5 million +120

Over 85 million -180

Proposition Bets ® Motion Picture Propositions

Superman Returns First 3 Day Weekend Gross

Under 90.5 million -160

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest First 3-Day Weekend Gross

Under 85 million +130

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.
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Real Estate Investment Consulting
& Portfolio Management

\’W EPIFANY PROPERTIES |

“Earning You Many Fond Returns...”

At Epifany Properties, we locate lucrative real
estate investments to increase your net worth.

Syndication—(noun) a combined group of
investors with similar interests aligned collectively
to create a powerful amount of leverage.

* We pound the pavement and find
the properties.

* We syndicate the group of investors.

e We wrestle the sellers for the
best negotiation.

e We crunch all of the numbers to make
sure it works.

* YOU sit back and earn many
fond returns...
Call us today at
619-232-3687 or visit us at

www.epifanyproperties.com

1230 Columbia St., Suite 850
San Diego, CA 92101

SHEEP Ao GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

Denomination: nondenominational
Address: 8363 Center Drive, La Mesa,
619-464-4544

Founded locally: 1993

Senior Pastor: Mike Burns

Congregation size: 1600—1700 adults

Staff size: about 30

Sunday school enrollment: 80—150, varies
week to week

Annual budget: n/a

Weekly giving: n/a

Singles program: small group

Dress: casual, some short-sleeve button down
shirts, lots of jeans

Diversity: mostly Caucasian, some Hispanics
Sunday worship: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
Length of reviewed service: 1 '/> hours
Website: www.journeycommunitychurch.org

“Lord Jesus,” said worship leader Jason Deni-
son after the opening set, “we come before
you with all kinds of stuff going on in our
lives.... Would you meet

sermon. (To keep things comfortable, he went
heavy on the humor and anecdote, and the con-
gregation responded heartily.)
Noble argued that God was pro-body —
He created man and called it very good; He
“sent forth His son, born of a woman.... Christ-
followers have a unique respect for the body,
which is why it seems like every time a Christ-
follower ends up somewhere explaining to
people about their relationship to God, they
build a clinic or a hospital. Your body isn’t
your earth-suit; it’s something God has made,
and so we take sickness seriously.” Further,
God was pro-sexuality: He created humanity
as male and female, and blessed them, say-
ing, “be fruitful and multiply.” It was only after
“human evil entered the world” that man and
woman stopped being “naked and unashamed.”
Noble cited C.S. Lewis: “Chastity is the most
unpopular of the Christian virtues.... Obvi-
ously, either Christianity is wrong or our sex-
ual instinct, as it now is, has gone wrong.” He
mentioned sexual traf-

us where we're at, Lord
Jesus? Would you let
something start up?”
During the set, the dis-
play screens at the front
of the chapel had
worked like video dis-
plays at a concert —
highlighting each per-
former, zooming in on
busy fingers during
the guitar solos. But,
before the set, the

ficking. “How did that
enter someone’s mind?
I'll tell you where it
starts. It starts with the
unlinking of sexuality
and justice.” God, said
Noble, wants “you to
beapersonwhodoesn’t
manipulate and oppress
and abuse and hurt
other people.” He also
said that God’s prohi-
ED NOBLE bitions regarding sex-

DO YOU WANT TO DANCE?

WE INVITE YOU TO VIEW THE FINEST IN 55-PLUS LIVING

New Luxury Apartments
om *1,12

screens were decorated

Journey Community Church

uality came from His

Each apartment home features: washer and dryer, 18-cubic-foot refrigerator with
ice maker, stove, built-in microwave, dishwasher, mirrored closet doors,
plush carpeting and flooring, 9-ft. ceilings and ceiling fans.
Woodland Village has five elevators in a secured building and gated community.
CHOOSE FROM FOUR FLOOR PLANS:
1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH & 2 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS - SOME WITH DENS!
Community amenities include:

¢ Complimentary continental breakfast every Friday ® Lounge and library area

* Game rooms for cards or poker ¢ Billiard rooms * Exercise room with gym
equipment and television ® Dance classes and dancing in our new ballroom
* Movie theatre ® Resort-style heated pools and 2 oversized spas ® Beauty
salon and massage room ¢ Transportation van available for group errands

PLEASE CALL CARMEL TO ARRANGE A TOUR.
TOLL-FREE: 1-888-413-1901 ——
975 Woodland Parkway, San Marcos
At the corner of El Norte Parkway
www. WoodlandVillageApts.org

Professionally managed by Comfort Property Management ha — 3
.f:f /{:r pdiand

{} LLadgE

e

Baby Boomers Welcome!
UNDER CONSTRUCTION.
OPENING JUNE 2006, CALL FOR A TOUR.

with the red, spray- La Mesa desire for man “to really
painted outline of a * '/ LIVE...to live abun-
heart, and the words dantly.... God’s point is
“Sexual Wholeness.” Sermon not dutifully obeying

Before the sex talk, CONENt.ouveirrerrrrerieiineenanies *k ok the rules” He quoted
however, Pastor Ed delivery ....ccoveereurececnnee * %k %'/ Psalm 36: “And You give
Noble brought a small Liturgy.....ccoevveevnineiniceininnns * ok them to drink from the
child up on stage, along Music river of Your delights.”
with his parents. “This congregational.................. *%k!'/2 “Our problem,”
is Ricky;” he announced. band....ccoeeveeeiereeeieene !/ continued Noble, “is
“And his parents are Snacks........... LKokok that we think too lit-
coming to present him, Architecture..........cccceeuruvurunnnne. *'/2 tle of sex. Sex is a whole-
as an acknowledge_ Friendliness ............................... * * person thing, a unit-
ment...Jesus, this is ing thing. This thing
your creation’..and also Poor to satisfactory.................................(none) was meant to unite and
these guys are making Good * stick. The bodily unit-
a commitment in front Very good *x ing is a picture of the
of their community, Excellent *kk soul — spiritual —
saying, ‘We’re planning EXtraordinary .o...eeeeesssssvvsssssessssssn KKK life — uniting.” He

to raise little Ricky to

compared sex to duct

know Jesus and to walk

with Him.” Noble

thanked God for entrusting children to “frag-
ile, mortal, frail people like ourselves” and
prayed for the parents. Then he committed Ricky
to God, and prayed “that he would find Jesus
as his all in all.”

Members of a mission team to Angola came
up on stage for a blessing. Denison explained,
“We’re going to help a city of about 200,000.
The average age there is 15, and the average
kid who is 18 has already had 19 sexual part-
ners, so AIDS is kind of going through like wild-
fire. Our goal is to build some infrastructure,
some youth programs.” Pastor Noble prayed
that “the darkness would be beat back a little
bit by these small candles that you're sending
out, Lord.” The band played again, a surren-
der song: “I'm giving you my dreams/ I'm lay-
ing down my rights/ I'm giving up my pride/
For the promise of new life.”

A short video jokingly acknowledged
that “at church, there’s at least one thing peo-
ple don’t like to talk about: sex.” It gave a short
indictment of the culture as sexually satu-
rated, and then it was lights up and Noble’s

tape: “The more times

you take it up and try
to reattach it in a different place, there’s a part
of the duct tape that doesn’t quite work right
anymore — the sticking, binding part.”

At the closing, he suggested a prayer for
those who needed to begin with God: “God,
as best as I know how, I am giving you my
body, my soul, my heart. Would You forgive
me? Forgive me because somebody else’s
body — Jesus’ — was broken. Because His
blood was shed. Forgive me, God, and enter
my life, my being, my body, and help me fol-
low You.”

What happens when we die?

“The biblical version of that,” begins
Noble, “the way the church has stated it for cen-
turies, is that there is a resurrection of the just
and the unjust. Everybody appears before
God, and God judges them and assigns them
an eternal destiny. Here at Journey, we kind
of feel that’s God’s department. We’ll let God
sort that one out.”

— Matthew Lickona

Columns archived at SanDiegoReader.com




introducing

T - -Mobile+

add on to any

rate plan for - unlimited calling

to your five

$ favorite people.
- any number.
- any network.

o 05380
anna’s e

mark best friend
sue bast alibl
amanda bes! stories
rosie best advica

nick best potenfial

calling just got personal.

) 999 Cellular Center Inc

9353 Cloiremont Mesa Bhvd Ste K2
9 99 San Diego 921123

(858) 569-7979

CELLULAR CENTERS

6L 9007 ‘ST dun( Lapvay 03a1(] ues




20 San Diego Reader June 15, 2006

Pacific Beach

CONDOMINIUMS
Only 3 blocks from the surf!

Elegant designer interior appointments include:

e Cherry kitchen cabinets ¢ Stainless steel appliances
¢ Built-in closets ¢ Flagstone courtyard

¢ Granite kitchens and baths

From the
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PAYMENTS!
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My friend Bernice has shed the poundage.
Dutifully hitting the gym every day and stick-
ing with her South Beach Diet brought back
her pre-baby body. Next month she and her
husband are celebrating their anniversary
and her new slimness with a trip to Cancun.
“I just bought my first bikini,” she laughed
over last week’s coffee clutch.

“Believe it or not, I’ve
never worn one, and y
if I don’t now, I just
might never.” We
had a good laugh
and discussed
styles. She insisted

on buying a teeny
bikini. “But I'm \
going to need some
waxing help.” Laughter
erupted again and I agreed

to research for her. Bernice is a bit

leery of delving into delicate topics with per-
fect strangers. Though I knew a bit from my
own research about bikini waxing, it looked
like Bernice might need a Brazilian wax, of
which I knew little.

Juliana Rodrigues, esthetics direc-
tor for downtown’s Spa Velia, filled me
in. “A bikini wax is a hair removal
procedure,” explained Rodrigues.
“Typically most spas have three
types of bikini waxes. The first
one is the regular bikini wax
[$30-$40], which is waxing
the sides of a bikini bathing suit
line. The second kind, instead
of just waxing the sides, it goes
a little bit farther down for the
smaller bathing suit. Then there
is the famous Brazilian wax, where
everything is waxed out [$55 to $80].
With the Brazilian wax, you do have
choices on the top of the pubic hair. Most peo-
ple like a little strip, right above the lips, a
long one-finger type of strip so it is very
sexy. They feel like a Playboy woman. Or
they want a triangle style, where you leave a
small triangle of hair. But some people wax
it all out. Though some people feel like they
have too childish a look when they wax every-
thing, especially people who have children.
They like to leave a little something to dif-
fer from the younger people.”

What was the origin of the Brazilian
wax?

“It originated in Brazil because of the
smaller sizes of our bathing suits,” replied
the Brazilian native. “And
Hollywood and Play-
mates really adopted
it because of its per-
fect clean look. So
the idea from
Brazil and a touch
of the sex indus-
try made every-
thing happen. It’s ~
been a trend for quite .
a while, and I think it S
has come to stay. It’s what’s

hot right now. The guys are loving it. Basi-—|

cally it has an impact on a man. If your guy
kind of likes the clean cut, most women will
go for that. And now I get a lot more moms.
Five years ago it was just strippers. Now it
is all kinds of women.”

Is there any preparation the client should
do before waxing?

“There are two things you can do,” con-
tinued Rodrigues. “The best thing is to come
with the hair not so long; a quarter of an
inch works. Also, there are some creams that

“Some clients tell me they have
a glass of wine or take a muscle

relaxer before they come in.”

can numb the area a little bit. There’s disagree-
ment with the creams; some people don’t
know if it really works. I think it is more of
a psychological thing. I think for some peo-

ple the cream works really well; for other peo-
ple, no.” The cream, called No-Scream

Cream, runs about $16 to $20 for a six

to eight usage tube. “So that you don’t

scream about it,” chuckled Rodrigues.

“You apply a small amount everywhere

in the area 35 to 45 minutes before your
procedure.”

There is some disagreement over
ingrown hairs and waxing. “Some people say
they get ingrown hairs because they are doing
waxing. I don’t think so. I think it’s actually
one of the best ways to go, much better than
shaving. It should help with ingrown hairs,
if it is done properly.”

Does it hurt more than waxing your

legs?

“It hurts and definitely
more than waxing your
legs,” she said. “But the
legs are a larger area,
and the bikini is an

intense but quick
pain procedure.

Some clients tell

me they have a

glass of wine or

take a muscle
relaxer before they
come in. And there
is the No-Scream
Cream. I try to distract my
clients by having funny or
interesting conversations with them.
I think my accent really helps. And I help them
take deep breaths, so when they realize that
I will pull the strip, it is already done. And
since I have been waxing for seven years, I
am very fast. After you have a few treatments
the pain is better because you know what to
expect and the hair is easier to work with.
After the procedure, we apply a treatment
that kind of calms down the skin; it is very
nourishing to the skin. I recommend peo-
ple not to take a hot shower right after
because the skin is a little sensitive. But after
a couple of hours, it should be fine.”

How long should the wax last?

“It varies,” Rodrigues answered. “The
first time it can last for two weeks because
your hair is not used to it, and when you
shave you shave in all directions, so the

hair is kind of confused and goes all over

the place. But for a regular user it lasts

for three to four weeks. It also depends

on how much hair you have. Some women

have more hair, so the hair grows in a lot

faster. Some women have a lot less hair,
so it lasts for a month even. And it also
depends on how picky you are. If you are
the kind of person that likes a very clean
area all the way around, then you will come
back more often. But I think three weeks is
perfect. And after two or three times, you
have the perfect skin, like babies, all nice and
smooth right off of the wax. There is no dark
shadow. It is really good.”

Columns archived at SanDiegoReader.com

1. Juliana Rodrigues
2. Spa Velia
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by Josh Board

mary Jo and her friends

Jackie, Mary Ellen, and Kelly
decided to form an organization
that “fights frump,” an
anti-Red Hat Society. A friend
once told Mary Jo, “We don't
see you wearing a red hat, but a
red thong.” I asked the Blue
Thong Society women at their
party at the Marriott Del Mar
why the color of the thong
changed from red to blue.
Jackie said, “[Blue] stands for
harmony, sympathy, friendship,
and loyalty among the enlight-
ened and dynamic women of
today.”

The Blue Thong Society
expected attendance at their
event to be about 100, but they
received a crowd of almost 250.
I was one of the few men there,
but I wasn’t complaining. I was
happy with the ratio.

I saw a few customized hot
rods in the parking lot when I
arrived and thought, These
women have some sweet rides. 1
discovered the Good Guys Rod
and Custom Association was
also having a party here, in con-
junction with a car show at the
Del Mar Fairgrounds. They didn’t
seem to mind the women party-
ing nearby.

I said to my friend Julie
that the band should do a ver-
sion of “Devil in a Blue Dress”
and change the lyric to “blue

rasher

THONG ON FIRE

thong.” Someone overheard me
and suggested “Blue Thong”
instead of “Blue Moon.” We
spent five minutes going
through song titles like that.
The crowd got going when the
song “Chain of Fools” was
played.

I couldn't believe the num-
ber of women crammed into the
room. There were 20 people in
line for drinks — the Blue Mar-
tini was the most popular. The

The story involved

billboard with a boyfriend, and the

rest isn’t fit for print.

line for the potato bar was
going out the door. People were
piling mashed potatoes into a
large wine glass, along with the
different toppings — broccoli,
salsa, cheese, chives, sour

Top: members of the Blue Thong Society party; Bottom left: both versions of blue thongs;
Bottom right: Champagne Sistas, from Arizona

cream.
There were blue thongs
piled on a table, a mix of what
thongs used to be — flip-
flops — and what they are
today — bikini bottoms. Trying

looked around. Only one woman
noticed. I folded the thong so
the black spot I burned in it
wouldn’t show. The woman
smiled at my clumsiness. I said,
“Well, instead of bra burning, it
was thong burning.”

her climbing up a Julie and I went outside so
I could smoke a cigar. A waiter
came over and asked us what we
wanted. I said, “A bottle of
your finest champagne.” As he
said, “I'll go get the wine stew-
ard,” T had to yell, “I'm joking.
Just a bottle of your finest
water.” I'm not sure if he was
joking or this is how they roll in
Del Mar, but I was given a liter
bottle of Acqua Panna. It would

to get a picture of both types of
thong, I moved them together.
As I snapped the photo, I
noticed smoke. I had thrown a
bikini onto a candle and it
caught fire. I put it out and
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take me a week to drink that!

I talked with Mary Jo, who
was an athletic looking blonde
surfer. She said that today’s 50-
year-old is like yesterday’s 30-
year-old. I asked her how much
it costs to join The Blue Thong
Society, and she told me $29
annually.

I heard her talking later
about a surf camp she runs for
girls called Surf Divas.

Since there were only a few
men here, I asked each one why
they attended. One told me he
was a cameraman filming the
event for KUSI. Another told me
he was their attorney and was
invited. Another guy was a
high-school friend of one of the
founders and was there to show
his support.

I noticed that there was a
basketball game on TV and men-
tioned that none of the women
here would be interested in
hoops. A woman overheard me
and said I was being sexist, that
she was a basketball fan. I
asked her to name the teams
that were in the NCAA Final
Four this year. She named them
all without hesitating. I felt
stupid. And sexist.

When the door prizes were
given out, the women went
crazy. A number was called out,
and a woman said she won. She
went to pick up her prize, and it
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turned out her number was
one off. They said, “Oh,
well, that’s close enough.
Here you go.”

I talked to another
founder, Jackie. I called her
Jackie Blue, after the song.
She told me that she knew
Marlon Brando and James
Coburn and that she partied
with comedian George Car-
lin before his show at
Humphrey’s. Jackie told me
a story that won her a prize
on the Jeff and Jer radio
show. The story involved
her climbing up a billboard
with a boyfriend, and the
rest isn't fit for print.

There were several
attractive women at this
event, correcting another
sexist thought I had, that
women over 50 can't be
hot. But they can. I noticed
a few who looked crazy,
such as the woman with
curly hair who reminded me
of Glenn Close in Fatal
Attraction. She looked like
Close and kept looking
around wildly as if she was
playing the part. When they
ran out of wine glasses at
the potato bar, a waiter

Free Installation

ON ANY STEREO. LABOR ONLY. PARTS ADDITIONAL.

Free Car Alarm

WITH VIDEO PACKAGE PURCHASE.

explained that they were in
the process of washing
them. I thought two women
were going to kill the man.
I had his back, though.
There were women
here from New York, Wis-
consin, Oregon, Texas, and
Florida, and I talked to two
from Arizona. One of them
said, “I like this group of
women. This organization is
about having people get the
pickle out of their ass. No
religion, no politics....” She
gave me a business card
from her organization in

Arizona — Champagne
Sistas.

When I mentioned that
there were several women
who were obviously under
50, I was told that they
have different chapters and
that there are different age
groups of Blue Thongers.

Julie was getting
buzzed from her second
Blue Martini, and she asked
me if I wanted to finish it
off before we headed out.
The women had more prizes
to give out. They ranged
from free haircuts to surf

lessons to a skin-treatment
party. When I found out
that the crowd would be
voting on what their
favorite thong was and real-
ized that they would see
that I had burned a hole in
one, I told Julie we had to
leave. m

Crash your party? Call
619-235-3000 x421 and
leave an invitation for
Josh Board.
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SanDiegoReader.com
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by Barbarella

DIARY OF A DIVA

Do not allow children to mix drinks. It is unseemly and they

use too much vermouth.

— Fran Lebowitz

y /i h, shit, don’t open it. I already know what it is.
00k, there’s a rattle drawn on the back.”
Catching my drift, David handed over the sticker-laden her-

ald as if he were a postal worker handling an envelope

addressed to Washington, D.C.,, after noticing a peculiar

If you choose to
reproduce, that’s
fine, but please do
not be offended if |
have zero interest in
meeting, ogling,
admiring, or
hanging out with

your kid.

white powder along its edge.

Using my nail, I tore
open the envelope and
removed the invitation card.
David braced himself by
squinting his eyes and nodded
his permission for me to read
it aloud.

“We are tickled pink and
happy to say, a baby girl is on
the way! Please join us for a
baby shower blah blah blah.
Do you want to know the
date?”

“No,” David answered in
a clipped tone. “No need. It’s
not like we’re going to go.”

“You don’t want to go?”

Girlfriends Interrupted

I asked, more out of a playful
urge to poke a cranky tiger
than actual curiosity — I
already knew his answer.
Rather than uttering the two-
letter word, David rolled his
eyes.

“That’s another couple
we have to replace,” I said of
our expectant friends.

“Yup,” agreed David.
“Too bad. I really liked hang-
ing out with them. Oh, well,”
he conceded, “it’s not like this
is the first time I've lost
friends to children.” At 40-
something, David’s already
been through this phase I am
experiencing for the first time;
I have only just reached the
age when most people
advance to the next step of the
social norm — get married,
buy a house, settle down, and
pop out some mini-mes.

Each time I learn that

one of my friends is bursting

with baby, I experience two emotions. First, I
am happy for my friend, ecstatic that she (or the
father-to-be, if I am closer to the male half of
the couple) is getting what she wants and
deserves and creates for herself out of life.
Second, I am sad, in the way of a college senior
at graduation who has just learned her best
friend has received an amazing job opportunity
in a different city. I'll visit you, I might think, bur
I know I don’t want to live there.

When someone has a child, his or her life
is transformed — the child becomes priority
numero uno, as it should be for all good parents.
But to become a great parent, one must make
sacrifices in all areas of life. My sisters have done
this — they scaled back their work hours, sub-
stituted Baby Einstein DVDs for primetime pro-
gramming, and replaced the Crate & Barrel
glassware in their cupboards with plastic sippy
cups. Rather than meeting up with friends for
fine dining or a night on the town, they began
to surround themselves with other young par-
ents and limited their socializing to kiddie birth-
day parties and gatherings at the local
playground.

I don’t dislike children, but I don’t like
them either. I don’t want to “play.” I want to
participate in conversation, in a coherent, sym-
biotic discussion. It is impossible for me to
obtain this goal with a child in the room. So
when someone says, “I want to see you, come
hang out with me and my new baby,” I feel it is
the same as me saying, “I want to see you, come

hang out with me while I'm on this conference

call for work.” Because it never fails, every time I
say yes and go to hang out, it takes three hours
to have what should have been a 20-minute
conversation. This is because my friend’s atten-
tion is, understandably, focused on the baby.

What many parents don’t realize is that
not everybody wants to have children. Perhaps
more mind-boggling is that a great many peo-
ple, even those with children of their own, do
not enjoy spending time with someone else’s
children. If you choose to reproduce, that’s fine,
but please do not be offended if I have zero
interest in meeting, ogling, admiring, or hang-
ing out with your kid, at least not until he’s old
enough to mix a good cocktail.

David and I toyed with the idea of posting
a sign at our front door that reads, “You must
be this high to enter.” Our home is not baby-
proof. We have sharp sculptures on the floor
and exposed art on the walls. We have easy-to-
stain rugs and soft, unprotected, Italian leather
sofas. We love to have friends over to sip wine,
nibble cheese, and talk about anything from
traveling and world affairs to local politics and
stories of day-to-day life. Desiring the company
of our friends does not equal desiring the com-
pany of our friends and their offspring.

Because most of us are well trained to
believe that people who like babies are good and
people who don’t like babies are bad, I offer this
analogy: Say I LOVE to bird-watch and you
know that it is the one thing around which my
world revolves. I call you up and say, “Hey,

come bird-watching with me this weekend!”
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Because you can’t think of a
good enough excuse to get out
of it, you find yourself sitting
with me on a hillside over-
looking a canyon with a pair
of binoculars in one hand and
an illustrated bird book in the
other.

You say, “So how’s your
week been?”

I say, “Great, how ’bout
yours?”

You say, “Well, I wanted
to tell you about—"

“WOW, you see that?” I
excitedly point to a leafy area.
“That’s a Cassin’s Kingbird. I
haven’t seen one around here
before.” Jamming a finger at
the book in your left hand, I
order you to note the pale yel-
low belly beneath the green-
ish-gray wings. “Wow, beauti-
ful. Don’t you think it’s beau-
tiful? Seeing that bird fills me
with such joy! Sorry, you were
saying?”

You say, “Yeah, pretty
cool bird. Anyway, yesterday,
Brian called, and he was all—”

never know.” I hold one hand
up, gesturing for silence as I
strive to hear the call once
more. After a few minutes I
drop my hand and say,
“Guess not. Okay, sorry, go
ahead.”

“Yeah. Anyway,
Briancalledandsaidhisparents
weregoingtobeontheDaily
Showbecause—"

“LOOK! A turkey vul-
ture! I don’t mean to cut you
off, but I thought you might
miss it.” I begin to elucidate
upon the eating habits and
digestive processes of the car-
nivorous bird, sparing no
detail about the color and tex-
ture of its excrement. Then,
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remembering you had some-
thing to tell me, I say, “Sorry,
go ahead. You were saying?”

You say, “You know
what? Forget it.”

Two hours after receiv-
ing the happy and sad news, I
sat in my office staring at the
invitation, thinking up ways
to R.S.V.P. a regretful declina-
tion when David appeared in
the doorway.

“Hey, is there anyone
you want to ask to join us at
the Prado for tonight’s wine-
tasting dinner?” David had a
hopeful look about him.

I thumbed through my
phone book to see who
remained and came upon the
same name staring up at me
from the invitation. I'll miss
her, I thought. Now she will
enter the world of new parents,
taking comfort in the company
of others of her kind. I made a
mental note to switch my
friend from my “Hey, it’s five
o’clock, want to go get drinks
at six?” list to my “Want to
have dinner in a month? That
should be plenty of time to
find a sitter” list, and contin-
ued my search. m
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The color and variety of many cactus flowers

could make your irises swoon, no pun intended.

Cactus flowers are generally short-lived. They
bloom in the desert, and they usually last only a
day or two. Ever seen an epiphyllum? The jungle
cactus, or orchid cactus, grows extravagant, osten-
tatious flowers in unbelievably rich colors. There’s
an epiphyllum collection at the Wild Animal Park
in Escondido that’ll take your eyes to a new spec-
trum. Orchids are okay, and roses carry pedigree,
but if you ask me, cacti are the floral kings and

queens of the plant world.




To look at cacti is to see the imagina-
tion of evolution dramatically played out
in audacious gestures. How did life come
up with so many shapes? Cacti grow in
buttons, angles, columns, cushions, cylin-
ders, flat pads, pendants, globes, ovals,
sprawls, tubers, pyramids, and treelike,
shrublike, and rocklike forms. The names
of cacti reveal the attempts to describe

their incredible variety — prickly pear,

rainbow cactus, crab cactus, barrel cactus,
candelabra cactus, rat tail cactus, chain-
link cactus. After reading a few dozen of
these names, we might visualize gardens
full of teddy bears, cucumbers, and mini
spaceships.

Among the thousands of varieties of
cactus, we find a link to religious images
and holidays: the Christmas cactus, Easter

cactus, mission cactus, and bishop’s cap.

Many cactus enthusiasts make wreaths out
of cacti and other succulents. In Native
American societies, hallucinogenic cacti
were used in holiday ceremonies. So,

although corn takes Thanksgiving, the pine

owns Christmas, and the pumpkin has Hal-

loween, the cactus lands a spine or two in
these holidays and more, which might

make the cactus the Great Celebrant of the

plant world.

OOM SI4HD A8 HdVYDOLOHd

ey Richard Carrico points out

cholla cactus at Chollas Lake
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For two days, the
first weekend of every
June, in room 101 of the
Casa del Prado in Bal-
boa Park, dozens of ven-
dors, thousands of hob-
byists and scientists and
the curious, and tens of
thousands of very spe-
cial plants unite.

The San Diego Cac-
tus and Succulent
Society’s annual show
and sale, which is free
and open to the public,
spills out of spacious
room 101 — potted
cylinders and stars,
planted pendants and
pyramids — and juts
and sprawls into the
inevitably sunny court-
yard, a million spines
and barbs and the loyal
fans of the family
Cactaceae.

The society meets
monthly in the Casa del
Prado. When I went to
one of these get-togeth-
ers recently, I expected
to see nine or ten

botanists standing
around talking about
how to revive their sick
pet cactus, “Spike.”
What I witnessed
instead was a vibrant
scene: 80 or 90 garden-
ers, horticulturists, col-
lectors, plant photogra-
phers, and other enthu-
siasts milling through a
collection of hundreds
of thriving cacti with
names like night-
blooming cereus and
red pitaya. There was a
slide show about a trip
one of the society mem-
bers had taken to pho-
tograph and collect cac-
tus in Argentina. There
was passionate conver-
sation, not to mention
ample refreshments.
And alongside the usual
harmless geekiness that
attends esoteric semi-
nars and conferences, at
the Cactus and Succu-
lent Society meeting
there was also that
infectious eagerness that

Saguaro cactus

radiates from dedicated
hobbyists.

Tom Knapik is a
past president of the

society who teaches
math at Patrick Henry
High School. He has a
master’s degree in

botany. When I was
introduced to Knapik in
the Casa del Prado, he
was deeply engaged in a
conversation using Latin
names and technical
lingo. Thankfully,
Knapik had no trouble
toning it down to chat
with me.

“Many collectors
can tell you the moment
they saw a special cactus
for the first time,”
Knapik said, “that
moment when it hit
them, and they realized
that this was something
they wanted to grow in
the future. For me, the
moment was when I was
visiting a friend up in
Northern California,
and his girlfriend was
growing succulents in
her attic, under a light.
And she showed me
these plants, and I went,
‘Wow!” And that was it.
That started it all. And
literally my life has been
altered in where I live, in

the hobbies that I have,
in the people that I’'ve
met, in the friends that I
have, in the vacations I
take: it’s all been shaped
by my interest in these
really unique plants.”

The plural for “cac-
tus” is either “cacti,”
“cactuses,” or “cactus.”
(Many of the collectors I
talked to prefer “cactus”
as the plural for cactus,
kind of the way “sheep”
is plural for sheep.)
“Cactus” itself is a
Latinized Greek word,
hence the us ending and
the fact that an i at the
end can make the word
plural. It’s the same with
those other great
ancient Greeks and
Romans: octopus, hip-
popotami, alumnus,
nuclei, and syllabus.
Which means the cactus
is like the imperial
Roman senator of the
plant world.

“I think it’s an
underappreciated
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plant,” Knapik said,
“since we have cactus in
our back yards and in
our surrounding areas.
People kind of take it
for granted. This hobby
is much bigger in places
like Italy and England,
probably because they
don’t have cacti growing
in their back yards. The
collectors in those coun-
tries are really
passionate.”

Cactus are not
indigenous worldwide.
They’ve been spread
around the world by
collectors, but, with one
exception (Rhipsales
baccifera), they devel-
oped in the Americas
only. Many plants in
Africa look like cacti but
they’re not, they’re usu-
ally euphorbias (com-
mon name “spurges”).
Cacti are native to 45
states in our country, all
but Alaska, Hawaii, Ver-
mont, New Hampshire,
and Maine.

Knapik told me,
“European collectors
have been caught with

cactus filling their suit-
cases, and the plants sell
for hundreds of dollars
on the market over
there. A lot of collectors
here focus on buying
only seed-grown or
propagated plants,
instead of collected
plants, which is a good
ethic to go by.”

Then Knapik said,
“Many of the top collec-
tors in this area feel, in
one sense, like we’re
preserving things that
are sometimes close to
extinction in the wild.
We can produce seed
from species that are
extremely rare because
of habitat destruction.”

Cacti can be rela-
tively pricey — espe-
cially if you want some
specially bred variety —
but compared to
orchids, for example,
they’re cheap. The most
you might pay in San
Diego for a rarer cactus
would be about $80.

At swap meets and
most nurseries, vendors
have what many expert

collectors call “intro-
ductory cacti’; that is,
cactus varieties that are
common and easy to
grow.

Most of the intro-
ductory public just

"I couldn’t imagine being able to afford
anything close to this! Thank you!”
- Julie, actual NoMoneyDownExperts client

“With your 660
credit score,
I'll guarantee
you a home.

- Scott Harmes, NoMoneyDownExperts.com

e NO LIMITS...any San Diego home!

* NO CASH needed for down payment!
e NO CASH needed for closing costs!

e NO PROOF of income necessary!
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e Full service from Tst call to home ownership
e Exclusive “Buyer’s Agent” representation

e Financial and credit consultation

e Serving San Diego for over 15 years

Juan Carlos Gomez with nopales salad

wants to see flowers, but
serious collectors don’t
care about flowers. They
care about the species
and the form of the
plant and staging itina
wonderful pot. It
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becomes more like a
sculpture. One collector
I talked to told me that
he’d seen grocery stores
go so far as to glue flow-
ers on the top of

cacti — flowers that
don’t belong to the
cacti, of course — but
they glue them there so
that the cacti will sell.
That’s just bizarre.

And speaking of
bizarre, here’s an inter-
esting coincidence; call
it an evolutionary mys-
tery. The forms of many
underwater plants and
animals are eerily simi-
lar to the forms of cac-
tuses. The tuna fish and
the fruit of the prickly
pear cactus, the “tuna
fruit,” look more than a
little alike. Anyone
who’s ever seen a sea
urchin knows that they
would seem right at
home on a sand dune.
In fact, the rolling sandy
bottom of the ocean
even looks a little like
the desert. So what
gives? The wettest and
the driest ecosystems on

our planet have devel-
oped almost identical
shapes and forms.
Weird. (Cue the music
from The Twilight
Zone...doo-di-doo-doo,
doo-di-doo-doo....)

At one point,
Knapik gently took issue
with the name of the
cactus club. He said,
“Back when I was presi-
dent, I asked them if we
could change it, and
they said no, it would be
too hard to change the
paperwork. But it
should be ‘The Cactus
and OTHER Succulents
Society. Because cacti
are succulents.”

Cacti are succulents
because they remain
succulent (moist) in the
most arid conditions.
Many varieties of cactus
are edible, and some
would even pun that
they are succulent in
salads. In the plant
world, succulents store
water in their stems,
leaves, or roots. It
wouldn’t be too much
of a reach to call cacti
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(and other succulents)
the camels of the plant
world.

The spines on a cac-
tus are a modified form
of leaf. The spines are
designed to protect the
cactus’s new growth
from the pounding
desert sunlight and to
regulate water loss
(more on this point
later). The spines also
often keep the cacti
from being eaten by
desert animals such as
the bighorn sheep.
Many cactus spines are
more like hairs than
thorns, and in some
cactuses these hairs
grow coarser and
coarser until you'd
rather pet a porcupine
than toss a cactus-foot-
ball. In fact, the cactus is
like the porcupine of the
plant world.

Neither the spines
nor the succulence of
cacti is a defining char-
acteristic. But the areole
is. The areole in a cactus
is a highly specialized,
cushionlike tissue struc-
ture out of which the
spines and flowers grow.
No other plant in the
world has one. Tough-
ened, hardened, and
drought tolerant, all
cacti are succulents, but
not all succulents are
cacti. Which is to say
that cacti store water,
but other water-storing
plants don’t have an are-
ole that grows spines.

Cacti take the
thorny crown as the
most popular of the
succulents. People
champion cacti for their
brilliant flowers,
unusual shapes, and the
fact that, in pots at least,
they grow slowly and
take up little space.
Cacti are also generally
easy to care for and can
survive long periods of
neglect. In fact, a cactus
is a veritable model of
resiliency.

Cacti generally have
fleshy stems, brilliant
flowers, and spines
instead of leaves. Often,
terms such as “skin,”
“flesh,” “hair,” “spine,”
“joints,” “cuticles,” and
“ribs” are used to

describe cacti, terms we
also use to describe peo-
ple. It’s as if the cactus is
the human being of the
plant world.

I asked Knapik to
list a few of his favorite
cactus groups and to tell
me why he thought they

were exceptional.

“We have one cactus
along the border of our
country,” Knapik began.
“It’s called Ariocarpus,
and it’s one of my
favorite cactuses
because it has no spines.
It has these very modi-

fied tubercles where the
spines normally would
have come out and little
wooly tufts. They look
like stars. They’re
absolutely stunning. It’s
an untraditional cactus,
and people are usually
surprised how beautiful

and symmetrical they
are. I've seen them in
habitat, and when you
find one, it’s like you’ve
found gold”

Knapik went on.
“The Astrophytum
group has beautiful
forms. The bishop’s cap

is a famous Astrophy-
tum that doesn’t have
any spines, and it’s
shaped like a star, and it
has this white flecking
all over it. The Japanese
have revolutionized the
Astrophytum group
with some of their
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hybrids. They’ve pro-
duced a hybrid called
‘Super Kabuto’ — and
there are clubs in Japan
that focus only on this
hybrid — and some of
these plants sell for
thousands of dollars.
They look absolutely
fantastic.

“My other favorite
cactus is the Copiapoa,”
said Knapik. “I’ve been
to Chile three times to
see them in habitat.
They form mounds that
are four or five feet tall
and ten feet across, and
the body of the plant is

Prickly pear cactus

ote group, and they’ve
developed alkaloids in
their tissue, which pre-
vents animals from eat-
ing them. They’ve gone
beyond spines; they
don’t need spines any-
more. It’s a beautiful
plant, but unfortunately
most of the species are
banned because of the
drug implications.”
Because of “drug
implications,”
Lophophora williamsii
(common name “pey-
ote”) can be cultivated
and kept only by Indian
tribes. As you might

I called around
looking for a specialist
who could paint me a
picture of that history,
and I found Richard
Carrico. Carrico teaches
part-time at San Diego
State in the American
Indian Studies Depart-
ment and also works on
environmental impact
reports for a bioconsult-
ing company.

How did Carrico
come to be an expert on
Native Americans and
cacti?

“T've published
books and done
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research,” he said. “And
over the years I’ve hung
out with a lot of healers
and shamanistic people

plants I've ever seen in
the wild. I go to Chile to
photograph them.

“The Lophophora

guess, Southwestern
Native Americans and
cacti have a long history
together.

group are also very
advanced and very
beautiful,” Knapik con-
cluded. “This is the pey-

bluish gray, and their
spines are black, and the
number of heads could
be hundreds, and they

can live to be 500 years
old. And they’re fantas-
tic. They’re absolutely
the most stunning
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Are You House Rich and Cash Poor?

Are accelerated mortgage
payments killing your cash flow?
Many people sink as much as
50% of their gross wages into
their mortgage payment so they
can get their home paid off as
quickly as possible.

Accelerating your mortgage
payments is part of a smart
financial plan, but only if you do
it right.

Unfortunately, most people
approach the acceleration of the
mortgage payoff the wrong way.

If you were to separate equity
from your home and put it in an
income-earning side fund, you
could grow that equity and use it
to fund that mortgage. At the end
of your mortgage term, you
would have your house paid off
and the original equity draw-out
as well.

Now is the perfect time to
implement this strategy as many
California homeowners have
seen a 120% rise in home values.
In fact, those homeowners have
more equity in their homes than
in all of their other assets
combined — an amazing 3 times
or more homeowner equity to
liquid assets.

Is it a bad idea to be overweighted
in homeowner equity? Yes, and
for several reasons.

First, homeowner equity is least
available when you need it most.

Second, you earn a 0% return on
that equity. You have all that
money locked up and you get
nothing for it. It’s just sitting
there, virtually unemployed.

Third, it’s depriving you of huge
tax deductions and another
income stream of as much as
thousands of dollars a month.

There is a way you can maintain
control of your homeowner
equity and add a rate of return to
an asset currently retuning zero,
zip, nada. Learn how you can
safely accelerate your mortgage
payoff by using that slush fund
of equity to fund your mortgage,
increase your tax deductions and
lock up a rate of return to pay off
your mortgage faster and keep
more of your money.

I am Chris Wagner, a Certified
Mortgage & Equity Planner. I
would like to personally invite
you to use these free educational
seminars entitled “Common
Sense Strategies of Successful
Home Equity Management,”
which will be held Wednesday,
June 21, 6:30-8:30 pm at the
Mariott in Del Mar, or Saturday,
June 24, 10 am-12 pm at the
Mariott Mission Valley.

These seminars will teach you
how you can turn that lazy
equity into income and

accelerate the payoff of your
mortgage the smart way. We will
also have real-life examples
showing how others in your
position were able to use these
commonsense strategies to
achieve their long-term and short-
term financial goals.

These educational seminars are
taught nationally by the Institute
of Education & Advanced
Learning at a nominal rate of
$100.00. However, California
homeowners are cordially invited
to attend this presentation for
FREE, compliments of Teamwork
Mortgage and Teamwork Equity
Management Group.

Chris Wagner, CMP &
Equity Advisor, will be
presenting on June 21 and
June 24.

Space is limited and reservations
are required. For guaranteed
seating, please call our 24-hour
toll-free registration line at 800-
686-8538 or e-mail:

jterry @teamworkmortgage.com
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and folks who use the
local plants, like Jane
Dumas, who’s a local
Kumeyaay practitioner
and healer. I’ve learned
the plants, taken the
drugs, and done what
I’ve had to do to learn
how the environment
was used by these folks.”

I wanted to know
how today’s Native
Americans put cacti to
use.

“With a few excep-
tions,” Carrico said,
“anything T’ll tell you
about how Native
Americans used cacti
2000 years ago will still

be true today, at least in
some places, especially
south of the border.
Near Tecate, there are
certain villages where
the people still live

big spines off the big
cholla for tattooing,” he
said. “They would dip
the spines into dyes, and
the women especially
had a lot of face tattoo-

“The Kumeyaay used the big
spines off the big cholla

for tattooing.”

essentially in the prehis-
toric period.”

Carrico told me that
the Kumeyaay used cacti
for multiple artistic pur-
poses. “They used the

Custom Design ¢ Appraisals * Engraving ¢ Repair
4857 Newport Ave., San Diego * 619-225-1137

Gary
Gilmore
GOLDSMITH

ing under their chins.”
Then Carrico men-
tioned the Kumeyaay
rock paintings in the
county, called pic-
tographs. “The
Kumeyaay would use
the mucilage from cac-
tus as a fixative, to make
the paint stick to the
rocks.”

And what about
medicinal uses? I'd read
that cacti and other suc-
culents were often used
to cleanse the skin and

as an antibacterial
agent. It’s said the juices
of various cactuses pre-
vent infection and pro-
mote healing.
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“The Pointe." Master Planned Gated Community of 1000 acres offers a varety of new hones
in timeless Spanish/Mediterranean Architectural style with views of Sweetwater Lake and ML
Miguel, yet enly 18 minutes from dewntown and Lindberg Field.

The planners envision continuing the series of award-winning Pointe Resort Communities* with
championship golf, retail, commercial and business park, racquet club, spa, health center, along
with eguestian and hiking trails on the rural preserve...

AND “YOUR" NEW HOME.
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Affordability, Style & Locations That Can’t Be Beat

5 P,

Prices Starting at Prices Starting at From the Low From the Mid
$184900 $199900 $200,000s $200,000s
1 & 2 bdrm residences 1 bedroom residences 1 & 2 bdrm residences in 2 bedroom residences

in the College Area in the College Area the University Heights Area in the Linda Vista Area

4424 Altadena Ave 4346 52nd Street 4631 Mississippi Street 2217 Burroughs St.

San Diego, CA 92115 San Diego, CA 92115 San Diego, CA 92116 San Diego, CA 92111

619.997.1923 619.286.0517 619.917.2528 858.560.1662
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