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Mayor Murphy Became One of the Downtown Boys — See Page 2




We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
Phone them in at 619-235-
3000, ext. 460; address them to
Letters to the Editor, Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186; fax them
10 619-231-0489; or e-mail them
to letters@SanDiegoReader.com.
Include your name, address,
and telephone number. Letters
may be edited for length and
clarity.

Where’s Anne?

What happened to Anne
Albright and her “Kid Stuff”
column? It’s missing this
week (August 12), and I was
a little concerned after read-
ing it last week. She ended
that column by saying her
husband had called her, and
he mentioned going to the
movies with some friends
from work, and then she
was concerned because he
mentioned the name of
some female coworker that
he’d mentioned too often
in the past, and then that
left her crying. Whether there
was any reason to be con-
cerned or not, I don’t know,
but it left her depressed, so
I was a little worried, you
know: what’s her next week’s
column going to say? So lo
and behold, there is no next
week’s column this week.
I’'m sort of worried what be-
came of her.

Years ago, when her col-
umn first appeared, I did
not like it that much because
it reminded me of a sister-
in-law of mine who broke
up with my brother. They’re
both dead now. But I got to
like Anne after years of read-
ing her columns.

You know, every once in
a while you’ll drop Matthew
Alice for a week or so, and
that never bothers me be-
cause I know he’ll be back,
but what’s become of Anne
Albright? ’'m worried about
her. I wish her well, what-
ever is going on.

Name Withheld

Guide Freak

Duncan Shepherd has done
it again (“Cold Turkey,”
August 12). He’s written a
column so incredibly self-ab-
sorbed, so mundanely Amer-
ican yet esoteric, so precise
and honest. So I am a freak
too? Surely there are many
of us out there combing the
TV guide movie listings at
the outset of the week, cir-
cling the movies we want to
tape. His description of the

changes made in TV Guide
that made him finally stop
buying it and stop his manic
circling each week was beau-
tiful and touching to one
who knows. I am left won-
dering how will he set his
weekly VCR schedule now?
Years ago I stopped — not
because of the maddening
format changes he described
but because I don’t have time
for a half hour with my yel-
low highlighter anymore
and, more importantly, the
hours to actually watch the
movies I would tape. But it
was pleasant to read of a
fellow’s journey along the

same road.
David Whitman DeKock
University City

Neglected

In regard to Duncan Shep-
herd (“Cold Turkey,” Au-
gust 12) on TV Guide, he’s
right on the mark. I've been
a loyal reader of theirs since
the early 1950s, when it cost
15 cents and I had no prob-
lem finding what I went
looking to find.

Now they need to do
something to win back those
like us night owls who are
being neglected by their
messed-up gridlocked cover-
age. How about eliminating
all pay TV channels and
foreign-language listings?
Their owners can always
supply their viewers with
separate guides.

John Primavera
via e-mail

See Film

Re the letters (August 12)
protesting Linda Ronstadt’s
favorable comments about
Michael Moore’s film, Fahren-
heit 9/11. They criticize the
Reader, Michael Hemming-
son, and Linda, but not the
quality of the film.

The Reader critique of this
film is still four stars. I saw
it on the opening after-
noon, in a packed house. At
the end of the show, the au-
dience erupted with spon-
taneous applause. I suggest
that those who didn’t like
Linda’s comments see
Michael’s film. Fat chance.

J.P. Lopez
Clairemont

Leave My
Homegirl Be
Re “Blurt” (July 29) and let-
ters (August 12) about
Linda Ronstadt.

Oh, I was in such a mel-

continued on page 81
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CITY LIGHTS

This Is a City
Teetering on the

Edge

By Don Bauder

he City of San Diego is spinning its way

down the slippery slope financially, and

the result may be — surprise — new taxes.

First, consider the spin.
Last week, Moody’s Investors
Service, the bond-rating
agency, issued a devastating
report on San Diego’s fi-
nances — devastating, that
is, if you read it carefully.
Moody’s said in the first
paragraph of a news release
that the rating on the city’s
general obligation bonds
had been lowered from Aal
to Aa3. This spin permitted
apologists to say that San
Diego was still rated at the
low end of Moody’s “high
quality” range.

Look again. That Aa3
only applied to general obli-
gation bonds (those backed
by the full faith and credit of
the city). But that encom-
passed only two issues
amounting to $62.8 million.

For certificates of partic-
ipation (notes based on ex-
pected future revenue) and
lease revenue bonds (pur-
portedly supported by in-
come from leases and the
like), the rating fell to the

upper middle. And that’s
$301.3 million in bonds, in-
cluding the $192.5 million
convention center expansion
bonds.

The 1996 stadium bonds
were downgraded to A3, or
the bottom of the upper-
medium range. Moody’s
warned that it might have to
lower ratings again. Keep in
mind that Moody’s and other
bond-rating agencies suffer
grade inflation. “Moody’s is
an easy grader — always
fond of San Diego,” says Carl
DeMaio, president of the
Performance Institute, a pri-
vate organization pushing
for fiscal reform.

Moody’s scolded the city
for its structural deficits, or
chronic spending of more
money than is coming in.
Then its analyst, Dari Barzel,
made a telling comment. “It
is notable that the city did
not explore raising revenues
sufficient to address its in-
creased expenses, although
its charter potentially pro-

city attorney’s office is
presently conducting a thor-
ough analysis” to determine
if this retirement tax could
still be workable under to-
day’s law.

Diann Shipione, the whis-
tle-blowing member of the
city’s pension board, called
Barzel. She affirmed that her
reference was to the possible
reincarnation of the retire-
ment tax. (Barzel did not re-
turn my call.) “The city ob-

Carl DeMaio

next lower grade, A, and
worse, to the middle of that
grade, or A2.

A-rated bonds are “up-
per-medium-grade” obliga-
tions, according to Moody’s.
So those particular bonds
are only in the middle of the

Matt Potter
is on vacation.

Scott Barnett

vides options for doing so.”
Under Section 76 of the
City Charter, between 1961
and 1978, the city levied a
property tax when necessary
to meet the requirements of
the pension fund. But that
was wiped away with the
passage of Proposition 13 in
1978. Then in March of
2003, the city manager men-
tioned in his report that “the

NI3TI 307 A8 HdVIDOLOHd

on an increase in the tran-
sient occupancy tax, or ho-
tel tax, from 10.5 cents to 13
cents. If it passes, it could
bring to the general fund $15
million for the second half
of fiscal 2005, says DeMaio.
“If it passes, the chance for
real reform will be delayed,”
says DeMaio. “This is a city
teetering on the edge; one
more slight push and it tum-
bles. We believe what will
cause it to tumble will be

Donna Frye

viously has been talking pri-
vately about imposing a pen-
sion tax, probably after the
election,” says Shipione. “It
looks like it has been part of
a hidden agenda all along.”
Chris Morris, head deputy
city attorney, says that his of-
fice is not looking at the
matter now, no matter what
was happening in 2003.
This fall, the city will vote

NI3T 307 A9 HdVYDO1OHd
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Diann Shipione

voter rejection of the [tran-
sient occupancy tax]. This is
their Hail Mary pass — what
they are banking on to pull
them out of the problem.”
City officials “are praying
it will pass,” says Scott Bar-
nett, former executive direc-
tor of the San Diego County
Taxpayers Association. “If it
passes, at best it will help
stop some of the hemor-

OUR FiscAL OUTLooK
HLS BEEN RAISED FRom
NEGATIVE To
STABLEN!

rhaging. My guess is that it
will lose.” In March, the tax-
payers only gave it 61 per-
cent of the vote. That time,
money was to be earmarked
for police, fire, the arts, and
other worthy causes. In
November, the city only
needs a bit above 50 percent.
However, “This time they are
giving a blank check to the
city council, which hasn’t
shown it can manage its way
out of a paper bag.”

Barnett says San Diego “is
coming close to a perfect
storm of financial disaster.
There has been a structural
deficit of $40 million a year
made worse by increased
spending and increased em-
ployee salary and benefits.
The pension system is un-
derfunded. The state is tak-
ing more money from the
city. There are major infras-
tructure needs. Now with
the lower bond ratings, the
city will pay higher interest
rates on its debt.”

Barnett mentions jug-
gling of the books — just as
Moody’s did. “The city has
diverted over $100 million
of water and sewer fees to
the general fund and sold
close to $50 million of land.
We are losing $13 million to
$15 million a year on the
ballpark.” Then, just as the
hated 60,000-seat guarantee
was close to coming to an

end, and the Chargers were
about to ante up some sig-
nificant rent, “The city cut a
deal that was worse for the
taxpayers — giving up the
rent just as the ticket guar-
antee was expiring.”

Says Barnett, “The sad
thing is that Mayor Murphy
had the best opportunity of
any mayor in 20 years. He
came in owing nobody. The
downtown establishment
didn’t support him; the
unions didn’t. He could have
said that the cupboards are
bare; we are spending more
than we are taking in. In-
stead he took the easy route
and became one of the
downtown boys.”

Since Murphy took office
in 2000, the city has hired
1000 more people, and
“most were nonessential,”
says Barnett.

He adds, “The only way
we can really improve our
bond rating is cutting costs
at city hall; I am convinced
there is $100 million of waste
there that could be cut. But
passing the increase in the
transient occupancy tax
would be like giving rum to
drunken sailors.”

continued on page 5

Contact Don Bauder
at 619-881-2395 or
don.bauder@mac.com
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Get Some

By Evan Wright

he ambush started when the lead vehicle

of Second Platoon — the one I ride in —
rounded the first corner into the town. There

was a mosque on the left,
with a brilliant, cobalt-blue
dome. Across from this, in
the upper window of a three-
story building, a machine
gun had opened up. Nearly
two dozen rounds ripped
into our Humvee almost im-
mediately. Nobody was hit;
none of the Marines pan-
icked. They responded by
speeding into the gunfire and
attacking with their weapons.
The four Marines crammed
into this Humvee — among
the first American troops to
cross the border into Iraq —
had spent the past week
wired on a combination of
caffeine, sleep deprivation,
tedium, and anticipation.
For some of them, rolling
into an ambush was almost
an answered prayer.

Their war began several
days ago, as a series of ex-
plosions that rumbled across

the Kuwaiti desert beginning
at about 5:00 in the morn-
ing of March 20. The
Marines, who had been
sleeping in holes dug into
the sand 20 kilometers south
of the border with Iraq, sat
up and gazed into the empty
expanse, their faces blank as
they listened to the distant
thundering. They had ea-
gerly awaited the start of war
since leaving their base at
Camp Pendleton, California,
more than six weeks earlier.
Spirits couldn’t have been
higher. Later, when a pair of
Cobra helicopter gunships
thumped overhead, flying
north, presumably on their
way to battle, Marines
pumped their fists in the air
and screamed, “Yeah! Get
some!”

Get some! is the unofficial
Marine Corps cheer. It’s
shouted when a brother Ma-

rine is struggling to beat his
personal best in a fitness run.
It punctuates stories told at
night about getting laid in
whorehouses in Thailand
and Australia. It’s the cry of
exhilaration after firing a
burst from a .50-caliber ma-
chine gun. Get some! ex-
presses, in two simple words,
the excitement, the fear, the

feelings of power and the
erotic-tinged thrill that come
from confronting the ex-
treme physical and emo-
tional challenges posed by
death, which is, of course,
what war is all about. Nearly
every Marine I’ve met is
hoping this war with Iraq
will be his chance to get
some.

Marine security patrol of city in central Iraq

Marines call exaggerated
displays of enthusiasm —
from shouting Get some! to
waving American flags to
covering their bodies with
Marine Corps tattoos —

“moto.” You won’t ever catch
Sergeant Brad Colbert, the
28-year-old commander of
the vehicle I ride in, engag-
ing in any moto displays.

e

'\‘- .
_ & ey

Marine sniper in Iraq

They call Colbert “The Ice-
man.” Wiry and fair-haired,
he makes sarcastic pro-
nouncements in a nasal
whine that sounds like co-
median David Spade.
Though he considers him-
self a “Marine Corps killer,”
he’s also a nerd who listens
to Barry Manilow, Air Sup-
ply, and practically all the
music of the 1980s except
rap. He is passionate about
gadgets: He collects vintage
video-game consoles and
wears a massive wristwatch
that can only properly be
“configured” by plugging it
into his PC. He is the last guy
you would picture at the tip
of the spear of the invasion
forces in Iraq.

Now, in the midst of this
ambush in a nameless town,
Colbert appears utterly calm.
He leans out his window in
front of me, methodically
pumping grenades into
nearby buildings with his ri-
fle launcher. The Humvee
rocks rhythmically as the
main gun on the roof turret,
operated by a 23-year-old
corporal, thumps out explo-
sive rounds into buildings
along the street. The vehicle’s
machine gunner, a 19-year-
old Marine who sits to my
left, blazes up the town, fir-
ing through his window like
a drive-by shooter. Nobody

continued on page 5

An archive of City Lights
stories can now be searched
on the Internet at
www.SanDiegoReader.com
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City on
the edge

continued from page 2

It hasn’t always been this
way, points out Shipione.
Under Mayor Pete Wilson,
the pension plan of 1981
“was basically a tougher
plan,” says Lori Chapin, at-
torney for the retirement
board. Among many things,
“There were no disability re-
tirements.” But by 1990, the
plan had been incrementally
made more generous, says
Chapin.

“That’s when the real
gaming of the system be-
gan,” says Shipione. The city
went to more permissive
pension accounting. It began
skimming earnings from the

pension plan to fund the
healthcare plan. In 1996, to
fund the Republican con-
vention, the underfunding
got rolling. The pension
board, with city employees
and their labor union repre-
sentatives having a solid ma-
jority, would only go along
with the underfunding if
benefits would go up.

In 2002, Shipione warned
that the system was headed
for trouble. She was hooted
down by officialdom, in-
cluding her colleagues on the
pension board, and the
council passed a measure
that delayed reform. The
only person to vote against
it was Donna Frye, who is
the only member who un-
derstands business and fi-

CITY LIGHTS

nance, according to Barnett.
In January of this year, the
city admitted that its disclo-
sures in bond prospectuses
dating back to 1996 were
flawed, and now the city is
under federal criminal and
civil investigation.

Moody’s says that “finan-
cial reporting remains an
area of concern.” It points
out that San Diego did not
take advantage of the pros-
perous late 1990s to do
something about its struc-
tural deficit, kept its reserves
too low, and, unlike other
California cities, didn’t put
away money to make up for
the amount the state would
pilfer.

The city has been riding
bubbles. Perhaps the stock

market boom of the late
1990s closed its eyes, al-
though, as Moody’s points
out, the city’s problem lies in
underfunding, not in the
bear market. San Diego rode
another bubble: real estate
values. On a per-capita ba-
sis, debt grew by 30 percent
from 1996 through 2002.
But as a percentage of real
estate valuation, it remained
flat — perhaps another rea-
son for the lack of discipline.
The council has now au-
thorized spending $1.2 mil-
lion for an audit. “Why does
it take six months and cost
$1.2 million to fix foot-
notes?” asks DeMaio.
“I'tried to find out about
that,” says Frye. “I just kept
getting stonewalled. It’s a

CITY LIGHTS

culture in city hall. You are
supposed to get answers on
your own time and not ask
questions in public.” m

Get some

continued from page 3
speaks.

The fact that the enemy
in this town has succeeded
in shutting up the driver of
this vehicle, Corporal Josh
Ray Person, is no mean feat.
A 22-year-old from Missouri
with a faintly hick accent and
a shock of white-blond hair
covering his wide, squarish
head — his blue eyes are so
far apart Marines call him
“Hammerhead” or “Gold-
fish” — Person plans to be a
rock star when he gets out of
the Corps. The first night of

the invasion, he had crossed
the Iraqi border, simultane-
ously entertaining and an-
noying his fellow Marines by
screeching out mocking ver-
sions of Avril Lavigne songs.
Tweaking on a mix of chew-
ing tobacco, instant coffee
crystals, which he consumes
dry by the mouthful, and
over-the-counter stimulants
like ephedra-based Ripped
Fuel, Person never stops jab-
bering. Already he’s reached
a profound conclusion
about this campaign: that
the battlefield that is Iraq is
filled with “fucking retards.”
There’s the retard comman-
der in the battalion, who
took a wrong turn near the
border, delaying the invasion

continued on page 6
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- INDASHFLIP-UP
MONITOR

with DVD player and remote

$449

Authorized Alpine dealer.

BETTER
//////ILPINE TOUCH SCREEN! :

Pulse Touch Display!!
DVD/CD/MP3/WMA receiver
77 fully motorized monitor
XM ready and much more

Too Low
To Quote!

Come see us for your

FREE CHECKUP
and our experts will diagnose the problem!

R R R T RN

RPronecer

In-Dash, FIIB /l\f Navigation/DVD,
AM/FM, C 3, Touch Screen
All in One' Call for best price.

BETTER

7" FLIP-DOWN
MONITOR
&DVD
PACKAGE

$298
BEST

VIPER E 1__ __T

104" FLIP-DOWN DVD/LOCAL TV/CD/MP3

and pair of wireless headphones $ 999

Al!uuum) SNIdWzz  INIWVIO [ WOHERE

eecccccccccccce
eecccccccccccccce

L PTiTH]

Authorized Alpine dealer.

BEST
ALL-IN-ONE
TOUCH SCREEN!

AM/EM/CD/DVD/Navigation/MP3

ECLIPSE

by FUIITSU TEN

104" Complete
Package

Clear-View Screen
DVD/VCD/CD/MP3 player
2 headphones and remote

$1,899

LIRNIGE: 1

ECLIPSE

by FUIITSU TEN

Double DIN TFT monitor, AM/FM,
CD/Cassette and DVD.
Perfect it for Toyota, Nissan,
Chevy, and others.

Now $9QQ
only
Authorized Eclipse dealer. Was 32560

R R R T RN

2//ILPINE. Fantom Face

America’s most trusted car audio brand
Authorized Viper dealer.

GOT GAMES?

World’s First 10.2” Flip-Down Widescreen
with Built-in DVD and 5 Built-in Video Games!

Optional local TV and
Lifetime Warranty $ 1 ,999

DVD changer available
JL AUDIO [ 27771LPINE.

for long trips.
JL AUDIO
10" sealed enclosure and
ALPINE
240-watt amp with
built-in crossover.
Authorized JL Audio and Alpine dealer.

eeepecegecccaacccacaacccccctsccccccssgeccccsccccccsccccccscccccccone

Authorized Rosen dealer.

« Two 3-channel remotes * Remote panic
* Dual-stage shock sensor

« Flashing LED e Anti-scan
« Lifetime warranty

* $2,500 anti-theft guarantee

g |

M3dIA

STARTING AT

Authorized Viper dealer. $ 1 9 9

e0000000000000000000000000000000000000 00000

CLIFFORD

One two-way remote control

with digital screen, built-in pager,
remote start, starter kill, dual-stage
shock, code hopping, flashing LED, Powersave mode,
lifetime warranty.

5 Fi ¥ Authorized Rosen dealer.

L 2777 7/\LPINE.
SONY AUDIOVOX:-

o ol |

Major brand
from $79

AM/FM high-power -*
Authorized Alpine, Jensen, Audiovox and Sony dealer.

CD/MP3 Tuner
Changer Contr(C)I!Leggl;

6-channel digital time correction, 6-position
adjustable crossover, 5-band digital EQ
built in, dual illumination & much more.
Smokin’ Deal $399
Hurry, limited quantity. Authorized Alpine dealer.

R R R T RN

ADD POWER DOOR LOCKS

: with switch or alarm interface.

2-way
LCD Pager
included

A 103 /

S $00C ‘61 3snSny 4opvay 08917 ues

CD player

©ee0ec0c0000000000000000000000000000000000 00000

DISCONTINUED ON SALE!
8IB4 Free Air .....$69 each
101B4 Free Air...$79 each
Limited to stock on hand.

$129 each

..$139 each

..$159 each

$169 each

Authorized JL Audio dealer.

VIPER

Authorized Clifford dealer.

ee0000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000

ALARM SPECIAL

* Two 2-button, 2-channel remotes

* Passive/active arming choice

* Door entry cover
INSTALLED

JLALDIO

’ 2 DOORS $79 INSTALLED*
: 4 pOORS $149 INSTALLED*

* ADD POWER WINDOWS

¢ ata fraction of the dealer price.
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* Flashing LED status
* Remote panic car finder
* Electronic shock sensor

BLAUPUNKT JL AUDIO CLIFFORD #/ILPINE.

Authorized
JVC dealer.

eececcccccccccccloccccccccccccccne
® 06eccccccccccceloccccccccccccccce

AOOMN=A

With 6'/2" 2-way speakers

For most cars.

“J DIAMOND® MBQUARTE ZALPINE. / ECLImSE

.Fll-l

Precision Power
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Get some

continued from page 5

by at least an hour. There’s
another officer, a classic re-
tard, who has spent much
of the campaign chasing
through the desert to pick up
souvenirs — helmets, Re-
publican Guard caps, and ri-
fles — thrown down by flee-
ing Iraqi soldiers. There are
the hopeless retards in the
battalion-support sections
who screwed up the radios
and didn’t bring enough bat-
teries to operate the Marines’
thermal-imaging devices.
But in Person’s eyes, one re-
tard reigns supreme: Sad-
dam Hussein. “We already
kicked his ass once,” he says.
“Then we let him go, and he
spends the next 12 years
pissing us off even more. We
don’t want to be in this shit-
hole country. We don’t want
to invade it. What a fucking
retard.”

Now, as enemy gunfire
tears into the Humvee, Per-
son hunches purposefully
over the wheel and drives.
The lives of everyone depend
on him. If he’s injured or
killed and the Humvee stops,
even for a moment in this

hostile town, odds are good
that everyone will be wiped
out, not just the Marines in
this vehicle, but the 19 others
in the rest of the platoon fol-
lowing behind in their
Humvees. There’s no air sup-
port from attack jets or heli-
copters because of the rag-
ing sandstorm. The street is
filled with rubble, much of
it from buildings knocked
down by the Marines’ heavy
weapons. We nearly slam
into a blown-up car partially
blocking the street. Am-
bushers drop cables from
rooftops, trying to decapi-
tate or knock down the
Humvee’s turret gunner. Per-
son zigzags and brakes as the
cables scrape across the
Humvee, one of them strik-
ing the turret gunner who
pounds on the roof, shout-
ing, “I'm okay!”

At least one Marine in
Colbert’s Humvee seems ec-
static about being in a life-
or-death gunfight. Nine-
teen-year-old Corporal
Harold James Trombley,
who sits next to me in the
left rear passenger seat, has
been waiting all day for per-
mission to fire his machine

CITY LIGHTS

gun. But no chance. The vil-
lagers Colbert’s team had
encountered had all been
friendly until we hit this
town. Now Trombley is
curled over his weapon, fir-
ing away. Every time he gets
a possible kill, he yells, “T got
one, Sergeant!” Sometimes
he adds details: “Hajji in the
alley. Zipped him low. I seen
his knee explode!”

Midway through the
town, there’s a lull in enemy
gunfire. For an instant, the
only sound is wind whistling
through the Humvee. Col-
bert shouts to everyone in
the vehicle: “You good? You
good?” Everyone’s all right.
He bursts into laughter.
“Holy shit!” he says, shaking
his head. “We were fucking
lit up!”

Forty-five minutes later
the Marines swing pickaxes
into the hard desert pan
outside of the town, setting
up defensive positions. Sev-
eral gather around their
bullet-riddled Humvees,
laughing about the day’s ex-
ploits. Their faces are cov-
ered with dust, sand, tar,
gun lubricant, tobacco spit-
tle, and sewer water from

the town. No one’s show-
ered or changed out of the
bulky chemical-protection
suits they’ve been wearing
for ten days. Since all mir-
rors and reflective surfaces
have been stripped from
their Humvees to make the
vehicles harder to detect,
most of the men haven’t
seen themselves since cross-
ing the border. Their filthy
faces seem to make their
teeth shine even whiter as
they laugh and hug one
another.

The platoon’s eldest
member, 35-year-old Gun-
nery Sergeant Mike “Gunny”
Wynn, walks among the
Marines, grabbing their
heads and shaking them like
you would when playing
with a puppy. “All right!” he
repeats in his mild Texas ac-
cent. “You made it, man!”

“Who’s the fucking retard
who sent us into that town?”
Person asks, spitting a thick
stream of tobacco juice,
which catches in the wind
and mists across the faces of
several of his buddies stand-
ing nearby. “That sure tops
my list of stupid shit we’ve
done”

CITY LIGHTS

Trombley is beside him-
self. “T was just thinking one
thing when we drove into
that ambush,” he enthuses.
“Grand Theft Auto: Vice
City. I felt like I was living it
when I seen the flames com-
ing out of windows, the
blown-up car in the street,
guys crawling around shoot-
ing at us. It was fucking cool”

Culturally, these Marines
would be virtually unrecog-
nizable to their forebears in
the “Greatest Generation.”
They are kids raised on hip-
hop, Marilyn Manson, and
Jerry Springer. For them,
“motherfucker” is a term of
endearment. For some, slain
rapper Tupac is an American
patriot whose writings are
better known than the
speeches of Abraham Lin-
coln. There are tough guys
among them who pray to
Buddha and quote Eastern
philosophies and New Age
precepts gleaned from
watching Oprah and old
kung fu movies. There are
former gangbangers, a sprin-
kling of born-again Chris-
tians, and quite a few guys
who before entering the
Corps were daily dope

smokers; many of them
dream of the day when they
get out and are once again
united with their beloved
bud.

These young men repre-
sent what is more or less
America’s first generation of
disposable children. More
than half of the guys in the
platoon come from broken
homes and were raised by
absentee, single, working
parents. Many are on more
intimate terms with video
games, reality TV shows, and
Internet porn than they are
with their own parents. Be-
fore the “War on Terrorism”
began, not a whole lot was
expected of this generation
other than the hope that
those in it would squeak
through high school without
pulling too many more mass
shootings in the manner of
Columbine. m

Excerpted from the Prologue
to Generation Kill by Evan
Wright. Reprinted by ar-
rangement with G.P. Put-
nam’s Sons, a member of
Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,
Copyright © 2004, by Evan
Wright.

www.theboxingclub.net

San Diego’s Premier

Extreme Fitness Boxing Club

e boxing & kickboxing classes for all fitness levels
o class schedules to fit any life schedule

(most clubs offer classes 6am until 9pm)

o private workouts with professional trainers

o strength training and cardio centers

o locker rooms with full-service facilities

Valid at these locations:

Kearny Mesa
4164 Convoy Street

La Jolla
7712 Fay Avenue

Point Loma
3165 Rosecrans Street

858.576.9509

858.456.2269

619.224.2269

2 WEEKS FREE WITH THIS AD

Call now for summer enrollment specials.
NO SIGN-UP REQUIRED. NO COMMITMENT. PURE FREE FITNESS AT ITS BEST. FOR REAL.

Reader Offer
Expires 9.1.04
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WWW.sUrgi-eye.com

Source: www.fda.gov/cdrh/lasil</lasers.hrm

Call Surqgi-Eye-Center at 866-565-4336
for the best price on the best laser.

We are one of the very few Bausch & Lomb centers in San Diego.

At-cost LASIK for Police, Firefighters, Military & Homeland Security personnel.
4520 Executive Drive, Ste. 230 o La Jollo/UTC Area
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New Homes
Now Selling!

Adelaide Villas, College Area
619.286.2130

2 Bdr. from upper $200,000s
5511 Adelaide Avenue 92115
Weekdays 12-7, Weekends 12-5pm

Scripps Ranch, Scipps Mesa
858.549.8036

1 & 2 Bdr. from upper $200,000s
9961 Erma Road 92131
Weekdays 12-7, Weekends 12-5pm

Paradise Point, Bay Park
619.295.1505
2 Bdr. from mid $300,000s
1205 Colusa Street 92110
Open Daily 12-5pm

Sunset Villas, North Park

619.516.3730
1 & 2 Bdr. from mid $300,000s
3939 lllinois Street 92104
Open Daily 12-5pm

Felton Place, Normal Heights

619.990.4946
2 Bdr. from mid $300,000s
4737 Felton Street 92116
Open Weekends 12-5pm.

Most Maisel Presley Homes Feature the Following Fine Finishes:

Beautifully Crafted Dine-in Kitchens Featuring a Full Stainless Steel Appliance
Package, Slab Granite Counters and Maple Cabinets.

Elegantly Detailed Bathrooms Featuring Oversized Tile Floors, Brushed Nickel
Moen Faucets, Custom Vanities and Granite.

Private Patio/Balcony & Washer/Dryer in Most Homes. rmﬁhﬁl:

NEL, DETNTE BEVRLEFRET

S Tim Treibach *In the constant endeavor to improve the quality of this community, the builder reserves the right to modify plans, features, prices,
sl O58.503.2438 materials & designs without prior notice or obligation.
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619-235-8200

POPCO-Father's Rights

The original and still the best. 800-963-DADS(3237).

Stop Repossession.
Free consult. Scott A. Fleming, Esq. 619-234-3204.

We Have Homes For Sale
Want One? Click and shop

at www.1amc.com. 100% loans available, apply online.
For details call 858-751-1800 or 619-562-5400.

DUIs and Misdemeanors
Affordable rates, Visa/Mastercard, payment plans.
Free consult. Attorney David Boertje, 619-229-1870.

Drunk Driving-DMV
Traffic Tickets-Warrants
866-255-4770 DUI-KING

Attorney. Free consultation. Walk-in hours 4pm-6pm.
2232 El Cajon Blvd. (near Texas). Visa/MC.

Car Repo'd?
or about to be? Call now to save it! 858-405-6766.

Custody Issues And Divorce
Divorce and custody issues, mediations, etc.
Experienced attorney. Free consultations.
Affordable rates, payment plans. Law Office of
Alexandra M. Alvarez. 619-235-6383. (Se habla)

Affordable Attorney

Divorce, custody/visitation, mediation. MC/Visa.
Michelle Blair, 619-858-4704. www.blairdinner.com.

Bankruptcy 619-239-6000

Stop medical bills, garnishment, repo. Free consult.

Experienced Hypnotherapist
Work with any and all issues. Lynn, CCH. 619-861-1379.

Massage By Joy
HHP-577. 619-559-0465.

Complete Divorce $95
Attorney prepared divorce only $95. 619-291-4700.

Child Support/Divorce
Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.

Free phone consultation. Reasonable rates.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanor/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

HIV Result-20 Minutes-$100

GYN, urology, STD tests, confidential. 619-260-0810.

Wrongful Eviction?

If you are being evicted from your rental property

or threatened with foreclosure, call today.

Real Estate lawyers. Residential and Commercial.
David Wolff Associates, San Diego. 1-800-955-8980.

Overwhelmed By Credit Cards
Free consultation from the Debt Store. Learn the
different available solutions from certified

credit analysts. 800-349-8604.

Holistic Skin Clinic
Spa Specials:

20% Off With This Ad
(1st Time Clients Only)

Original non-surgical face lift. Tightens, hydrates
and rejuventates the skin. Body contour wrap.
Conditions, tightens, tones. No water loss.

Waxing for sensitive skins. Also back and chest

for men. Foot treatment. Exfoliates, conditions
feet. Fanie International botanical skin care.
Products that work for women and men of all ages.
No synthetics, animal fats, waxes, glycolic acids.
Gift certificates.

Karie Hayden & Associates, 858-581-3321.

Frustrating Work Injury?

Not getting any better?

You do have options. Call now for free report,
“Secrets You Must Know If You've Been Injured At
Work!" Call anytime, toll free, 800-813-7792.

Bankruptcy-Lowest Rates

Fast, competent service for the lowest price you

will find. There is no reason to pay more somewhere
else. Call for a free consultation and quote. We

are a full-service law firm handling bankruptcy

and litigation matters. Call anytime to speak

directly with an attorney, 858-337-5531.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Lower Your Car Payment

Through Chapter 13 Bankruptcy and consolidate
with all credit card bills into one payment.
619-233-4415; 858-335-1162. Free attorney consult.

Tax Problems Solved!
Low flat fees. We come to you. 858-454-9031.

Father's Rights

Divorce and custody issues, mediation, support.
Experienced and aggressive attorney. Discounted
consultation with ad. Payment plan available.
www.viviano-law.com, 619-296-1750.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Full-service attorney. 619-275-1250.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Full-service attorney. 619-275-1250.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, Weight, Habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Free HIV Testing
In The South Bay

San Ysidro Health Center. Oral test or blood draw
available. Free incentives Wednesdays and
Fridays, 9am-4pm. For information, 619-662-4161.

Divorce, Low Cost
Custody, support, visitation, your home/office.
www.Legal-Choices.com, #7. 619-390-5487.

Simple Divorce $99
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 858-483-9020.

Bankruptcy-Lowest Rates

Fast, competent service for the lowest price you

will find. There is no reason to pay more somewhere
else. Call for a free consultation and quote. We

are a full-service law firm handling bankruptcy

and litigation matters. Call before you pay too
much. Direct attorney line, 858-337-5531.

Need To Sell Your House?
We buy homes-any condition, any price. Quick close.
No commission. Relieve your debts! 858-603-3333.

Put End To IRS Pain Now!

Free report could save you thousands! Call
1-800-869-4529 x312 (24 hours) for recorded message
and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
619-531-8800, www.fixabletax.com.

Bankruptcy E-filing
Debtblasters.com

Caring, compassionate. Speedy service. $50 starts.
Free consultation. Attorney Gary Holt, 619-692-9254.

Need a Phone #? Voice Mail

$7.95/month. 800-309-8888 www.voicemaildepot.com.

Fathers Resource Center
#1 Award-winning in California.

Divorce, paternity, child support, visitation.
760-634-DADS; 619-702-DADS.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

Debt Reorganization
Car loans, credit cards, mortgages, taxes, child
support. Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Lawyer For Less-$99/Hour
30 years experience, criminal and civil. Call for
free consultation. 888-516-9888.

Divorce Mediation

Control your own fate:

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Arrested?
DUIs starting at $295/hour. 619-297-4444.

Help?-Hypnotherapy Works!

All issues. Free consult. Chuck, CCH. 619-692-4209.

1 Month Free!

Unlimited local and long distance. $49.99/month.
Voicemail, 3-way, ID, forwarding. 800-605-4718.

Need Cash Today?

Auto title loan on your car or truck. Bad credit?
No credit? Receive cash today. 619-593-6200.

Scooters Over 100 MPG
$1499/up! 619-280-1718.
www.motorsportscooters.com

Criminal Convictions?
Clean Up Your Record Now

For this opportunity or new charges, call an
experienced attorney. Free consult. 619-398-1882.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
morris@sandiegolegal.com. Se habla espanol.

Affordable Legal Defense
Drug offenses, DUIs, expungements.
Free consultation. Call 619-233-8610.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Full-service attorney. 619-275-1250.

Drowning In Debt?
Bankruptcy—fresh start.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Bankruptcy Fast/Divorce
Low cost, easy payments, credit card.
619-280-5444, 760-941-5654.
www.dueprocesslegal.com-attorney supervised.

Hypnosis Can Help!
Heal the mind and body! Shelton, CCH. 760-917-5608.

Bankruptcy 619-239-6000

Stop lawsuits, garnishment, repo. Free consult.

Psychic 619-701-2244

A gentle nudge in the right direction.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $1050 with $250 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxsolutionservices.com.

Bankruptcy 619-239-6000

Stop medical bills, garnishment, repo. Free consult.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-795-2180.

Hypnosis Equals Results!
Quit Smoking. 1 session. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Cash for DVDs and CDs

Quiality electronics, tools, instruments, etc.
We will drive to you! 619-210-4591.

Entrepreneur? Inventor?

Writer? Performer? Ideas?
Get your project off the ground or

take your project to the next level

at the Free Enterprise Forum (not MLM).
“Where Ideas Meet Capital and Experience."”
Dr. Richard Kaye, 619-261-8900.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

Cash For Collectibles!

Star Wars, Disney, Lucy, Barbie. 619-466-3631.

Arrested! $999
Misdemeanors - Great results!
Experienced criminal attorney.
Call E. Comeau at 619-804-7868.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Experienced IRS Attorney
The solution to your tax problems! Reasonable fees.
Personal attention! IRSsolution.com, 619-595-1655.

Golden Road Credit

Credit and debt services. Licensed and
bonded credit repair agency in the state of
California. 619-521-2900, 760-802-4454.

Car Accident? Work Injury?

San Diego, CA. Free report reveals your rights.
Before you settle your case or speak with anyone,
listen to the toll- free 24- hour recorded message.
Call toll free: 1-800-842-6103. Call now!

Bankruptcy-Lowest Rates
Call 24/7 to speak with an attorney 858-337-5531.

Divorce-Bankruptcy

Payment plans and mediation services available.
Results and experience matter. For results,

call Attorney Samuel S. Godkin at 619-544-6000.

Injury- Divorce- Custody
Effective attorney at affordable rates.
619-515-0667, Cort Schultz, Esq. (Payment plans).

Buried Under Paperwork?
Call Kristine's Bookkeeping Services, 619-871-4336.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Electronic filing, 24 hours/day.

Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.
www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com.

Bankruptcy

$45 starts immediate credit protection.

Chapter 7: Eliminate credit cards, repossessions,
garnishments, lawsuits, medical bills.

Chapter 13: Consolidate/eliminate car loans, child
support, foreclosures, taxes, student loans.

Free initial consult with bankruptcy attorney,

501 W. Broadway, Suite 510, San Diego CA 92101.
Se habla espanol. www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com
619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Visa® and MasterCard® accepted. Payment plan available.

“I need a DUI lawyer now!”

All men are created equal, but all DUT attomeys are not.

‘What makes attorney Michael Owens, “The DUI King,” the right one to defend you is his
time-tested negotiating strategy . During his 25 years in criminal law, he’s honed his skills of
offer and compromise to a fine art, resulting in favorable outcomes for thousands of clients.

‘What’s more, he’ll take your case to a jury trial if you wish. This increases his clout during the
negotiations, since not all DUI attorneys are willing to make trial an option.

Add to that his personal attention to your case, and you have the right attomey for your DUL
For a free, no-obligation consultation with Michael Owens, call toll-free 1-866-255-4770.

DUI-King.com

Atty Michael W. Owens “The DUI King”

e DUI

® Traffic tickets

[ Ww],\V, \V4 ® Drugs

1-866-255-47 70

Bridal Bazaar
Sunday, October 24, 2004

Del Mar Fairgrounds, 10am-4pm. Find
everything for your wedding at San
Diego's biggest bridal show! Info,
coupons at bridalbazaar.com.

Dr. Shelley Wu Hydpnosis

858-231-0963. Weight loss and all issues. CCH.

Synergy Research

Specializes in medication studies for depression,
anxiety disorders,

and many other psychological disorders
including bipolar disorder

and schizophrenia.

Transportation and patient stipends

are available to qualified participants.

Please call us and ask for Cece, 1-888-619-7272.
Thank you.

Clinical Research Studies

Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, San Diego's leader in
mental health, performs research studies for
medications to treat a variety of disorders. If you
or a loved one suffers from schizophrenia, manic
depressive (bipolar) disorder, Alzheimer's disease,
depression or other conditions, you may qualify for
one of these studies. Study- related medication is
provided at no cost and you may be compensated for
time and travel. Call 858-694-8350 for information
about current studies.

Immigration Attorney
Free consult. Visas and “green cards.” 619-232-5100.

Credit Repair "Legitimate”
Don’'t Frown-No Money Down!
Since 1988, local company. Call now! 800-700-0273.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Bankruptcy From $175

Lowest rates guaranteed.

File now before law changes.

Stop lawsuits, garnishments and harassment.

Free attorney consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Stop Weight Struggle!
Change your thinking habits, achieve your goals!
20 years teaching success. Rani, CCH 858-720-9961.

Cash Now For Vehicles
Cars, trucks, SUVs, RVs, boats. 619-884-5540.

Divorce/Custody

All family matters, child support, custody,
visitation, move-aways. Attorney Denise Oxley,
619-231-6120; dee@deniseoxleylaw.com.

D.U.l.? / Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

Please see our display ad on the Inside Page.
Attorney James Bickford, 800-483-2894. Visa/MC 24/7.
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FOR A LIMITED TIME *9” PER MONTH FOR ADDITIONAL

ACTIVATION
113

FREE DIGITAL PHONES, FREE ACTIVATION, FIVE FREE

ATTENTION: SBC, Cox Communications, Verizon, AT&T, Nextel, T-Mobile customers! Switch your existing
phone (landline or wireless), free activation, a micro-mini digital phone and six free accessories. No

TREE Nights, Free Nationwide Mobile-to-Mobile and Unlimited Incoming Calls Free. Also, your unused
“““\\?\‘;‘,‘33, Extend your contract* and upgrade your old phone and get back $50 cash with a free bill analysis to

NEW EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
FOR X cingular CUSTOMERS

Don’t use your old phone any longer. Get a new phone
today and keep your existing phone number and we will
analyze your bills FREE to ensure you are on the right plan.

AND GET AN ADDITIONAL
$50 CASH BACK!*

WHY BUY FROM PREMIER WIRELESS

o Free Rollover Minutes & Free Mobile-to-  © Free Accessories with All Phones

Mobile o Any Cingular Customer * 9 Per Month for Additional Family Lines
Nuhonw[de * No Penalty for Changing Your Plan

* New Equipment Upgrades Up or Down*

* Nationwide Calling Plans with Free o Free Online Account Access
Nationwide Mobile-to-Mobile (S how mny minutesyou've used

PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE
3681 SPORTS ARENA BIVD. * (619) 221-8111 2=

(Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records) premier-wireless-service.com X Cin 9 H,l i[

*Requires credit check and approval and an annual contract with a $150 early termination fee. Free accessories

conditions and on a mail-in basis. Night and Weekend Minutes can add $7 to monthly access fee to become 7 pm
Exc lus IVE Nationwide Plans $29.99 and higher. Equipment upgrades to existing Cingular customers are based on Cingular

o F F E R. Fast Forward system that automatically forwards calls to your home or office. $19.99 additional family lines can
® rebate paid by Cingular Wireless on 2-year contracts. $50 available on new 2-year contracts. Free Unlimited

(6 l 9) pending approval and subject to existing contract penalties. In addition to the $150 early termination fee, Premier

ACTIVATION 181 days after activation. Free Nationwide Mobile-to-Mobile is on qualifying nationwide rate plans $39.99 or
22 l -8 l l l phone paid by Premier on selected trade-ins judged to be valued as such. No penalty for changing your plan

FEE*

details and coverage areas. $9.99 per month for additional Family lines/ $9.99 plans available if attached to




LINES, FREE NATIONWIDE MOBILE-TO-MOBILE,

0

ACCESSORIES — EXCLUSIVELY AT #1 PREMIER WIRELESS

phone number to PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE and receive S50 cash plus S50 cash* for your old
catch®, just switch your old number today for the best offer in California. Also, you can get 7 PM
minutes roll over month after month only on Cingular Wireless. Existing Cingular customers:

ensure you're on the best plan. BEST DEAL IN SAN DIEGO

CASH BACK

ACTIVATION
FEE

FREE Unlimited
Incoming Calls

| 5 W=
: 1G 1200
n e Camera Phone
e = — * World Phone
e — T e Color Screen
'\iﬂ' 1:'" 5 G * Flip
| 5:__" 1l s . . "
D= ~= - CASH BACK
EoE 2 15
Pl ] . .
. DI : E
. T v [ -
1 ¥
: - Motorola V60i Motorola LG 1300
Motorola V400 Snmsung Pl 07 * World Phone 1720 ® Color Screen Nokia 3395
* Camera/Speaker Phone * Integrated Camera Phone * Coller ID (OlgSIde) ® Color Screen " Fli > old
« Color Scroon e Color Display ® Internet Ready e Flip Phone FREE ® Internet Accgss
® Download Pictures

® External Caller ID * Multimedia Messaging

* Quad Band World Phone

$50 CASH BACK'

g Ericsson 7226

il * Picture Phone
e Color Screen

E : : FREE*

~ Sumsung
X427

CASH BACK

. Nokia 3595

e Color Display
* Changeable Covers
el La | e Voice Dialing

| FREE
’50

T T6:";/Emsson

|\ Siemens A56i

and Tones
® 2-Way
Text Messaging

i
1
3 7
FREE*

® Micro-Mini
® Wireless Internet
e Speaker Phone

X cingular

CASH BACK*

¢ Camera Phone
¢ Color Screen
¢ World Phone

CASH
BACK

¢ Color Screen
* Internet Ready
¢ Sleek and Thin

s
| BACK

Handspring
Treo 270 (GSM)

® Palm OS Compatible

* Microsoft Outlook Compatible
® Enhanced Handspring Organizer '
¢ Color Screen

RREEJCARICHARGER®
ANTENNANCOLORE

based on availability on a per model basis. Cash back and rebates are paid by Cingular Wireless with term
to 7 am Monday thru Thursday and 7 pm to 7 am Friday thru Monday; offer available on Regional and
approval of contract extension. Free activation after mail-in rebate. Free Incoming Calls available with new
be added to qualified $39.99 plans up to 4 lines per family account. Some free phones are free after mail-in
Incoming Calls requires packing wireless line with SBC landline bill. Call for details. Number portability
Wireless Service imposes an equipment charge of $200 if service is cancelled more than 15 but less than
higher. Free activation is on 2-year new lines of service with no other discounts taken. $50 cash for old
during first half of contract on promotional plans. Free roaming in Mexico available on certain plans. Call for
National Rate Plans $59.99 or higher.

) FAGEPLATE AD

HEADSEMBO0S]]

5450:39-

MIN“'I'ES PER MONTH
LEATTER GASE,

EXCLUSIVE
OFFER:

(619)
221-8111

FEE*

ER
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Drodpy Eyeids
Blepharoplasty
Can Help.

Droopy eyelids making you look older? Causing headaches? Interfering with / Sloo ‘
your vision? Many insurances cover this procedure (upper and/or lower lids). I: - ]
Come in for a free consultation. Call 619-697-4600 ext. 105 /

*400 Off LASIK’

Regularly $3200 for both eyes (classic). There IS a difference in surgeons. Our Board
of Ophthalmology-certified doctors have been in practice in San Diego for over 20
years and have over 15 years' refractive surgery experience. We are not a surgery
mill. Our doctors will see you for your initial consultation, perform your surgery and
see you for up to 12 months of unlimited follow-up visits. We offer ALL alternatives.
Don't risk your eyesight to the inexperienced. Treatments are only with VISX Star S4
Laser with the upgraded tracking/custom platform, the most advanced laser available
and one that has treated more eyes than any other laser. R
Call 619-697-4600 ext. 105

Custom “Wavefront” LASIK Procedure Available Here

*50 Off Vision Therapy

Decreased attention span? Inability to focus for long periods? Fatigue? Loss of
concentration? Lack of comprehension? If you or your children suffer from any of these
symptoms, we may be able to help. Dr. Brenda Anderson has special programs
that may help to alleviate these problems. $75 (regularly $125).
Call 619-697-4600

Back to School Special ‘89

Frame and polycarbonate lenses (impact-resistant), six-month breakage warranty.
Free gift with purchase of select frames.

A . A
AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Our guarantee:

If for any reason you are not
completely satisfied with our
service or glasses, we will refund
your money. See office for details.

Extended evening hours.
Prescriptions filled. Glasses
duplicated. Most insurance,
Medi-Cal, Vision and Service
Plans accepted. MasterCard, Visa
and Discover accepted.

Special offers on our website:
www.westcoasteyecare.com

We will beat any advertised
price!

Just come in to any of our locations and we will beat any price on exams, contacts
and glasses by 5%! We will not be undersold. R

To be automatically connected to
the nearest eye care center,
please call: 1-800-346-EYES

College Area/La Mesa
° * 619-697-4600
*10 Off Any Product or Service _
Not valid with certain plans or insurances. One coupon per patient. Offers may not El Cajon
619-440-5400

be combined. Contact lenses must include exam. Valid through 9-20-04. See office

for details. R ) )
Clairemont/Mira Mesa

$ . 858-565-8822
20 Off Contact Lens Exam apine
With purchase of contact lenses. See office for fitting fees. Cannot be combined with 619-445-2687
other offers or promotions. Valid through 9-20-04.
Escondido/Vista/RB
it!
We guarantee it! 760-743-5872
If for any reason you are not 100% satisfied with Acuvue Advance
braﬁd contact I?nses, return them wifhin ?0 days for a full reflfnd. South Bay
See office for details. All offers not valid with certain plans or insurance. 619-470-2700

Cannot be combined with other offers. Must bring ad at time of visit.
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Matt H. Alice:

What does the H stand for in the expression “Jesus H. Christ”?
— Curious, San Diego

The word origin guys actually take this question seriously and offer serious answers, a little too serious
if you ask me. As an informal expression of amazement or frustration, it might have no such logic
behind it. But the word crowd seems unanimous, including England’s Michael Quinion, probably
the most respected of today’s word wizards. The H comes from I-H-S, the transliteration of an early
Greek abbreviation for the name “Jesus,” still commonly found on religious articles. A secondary
opinion says it’s a short form of the expletive “Jesus Holy Christ!” apparently popular decades ago in
the South. Take your pick.

Matt Alice:
On the streets that go through the canyons of Mira Mesa and Sorrento Mesa, you’ll see yellow caution
signs advising of deer. There used to be several herds there before Mira Mesa was built. Are there still really
any deer left in these areas between 805 and 15? And thanks to the person(s) who each Christmas place
red balloon noses on the deer signs.

— Curious Ken, Cardiff by the Sea

Mira Mesa by the Concrete is devoid of mule deer, natch. But Barry Martin of the San Diego
Tracking Team has some kinda’ good news. SDTT is a group of trained volunteers that do local
wildlife surveys (mammals, mainly) to follow population trends. According to Barry, we’re not
exactly San Deerego, but our few remaining niches of open space do support some healthy herds.
The closest group to Curious Ken’s ground zero lives in Los Pefiasquitos Canyon Preserve, 75 to
100 individuals, Barry offers. But since there’s nothing a deer needs that it can buy at a mall, they
generally stick to the canyons themselves. The signs you see have been there since the earliest days
of mesa development. (Barry was cagey about the hard numbers, perhaps because of his claim that
SDTT population data have been massaged beyond recognition in Environmental Impact Reports.)

Deer follow historical migration patterns around their territories, related to seasonal
food and water availability. Just because we build a four-lane, 50-mph road across those paths
doesn’t mean they’ll immediately change decades (centuries?) of habit. The Mira Mesa deer signs
went up when the first roads went in to try to reduce the inevitable road kill, though Barry says the
worst deer slaughter he can recall happened when Scripps Ranch was built. The SDTT advocates
wildlife tunnels in new developments to protect traditional migration corridors and connect
pockets of green space too small to support many animals.

So on the up-side, what species are booming in San Diego? Skunks, possums, and raccoons —
living large around succulent landscaping, sheltering redwood decks, and the all-you-can-eat smorgasbord
in the average suburban garbage can. The web site is being rebuilt, but if you want to contact the tracking
team, try www.sdtt.org.

HeyMatt:
Ifyou ever want to outsource, I could answer half of the questions that you publish with no research at all.
Why don’t you answer one of the true mysteries of our time, namely, the reason that dishwashers stop working
if you don’t use them every two weeks or so.

— Cyrus Torabi, Esq., Higgs, Fletcher & Mack LLP

The elves outsource pizza and the occasional bachelor-party-stripper-in-a-cake when it’s been a
slow week. But any of you Alicelanders who care to can direct your questions to Cyrus, and he’ll
pull something off the top of his brain and mail it to you. Certainly will cut down on the clutter in
the office, which will make Grandma happy. As for Cyrus’s personal predicament, the Maytag
people say they never recommend that their dishwashers be used every two weeks to avoid disaster.
A survey of local appliance repairers (when we could track them down personally, which took more
than two weeks) suggests that the water seals in dishwashers need to stay wet or they crack. If the
seals dry out, it can bind up the pump motor. Dishwasher seals, pumps, and motors are not as
sturdy as those in washing machines and are more prone to “freezing” if left idle too long.
Grandma Alice suggests you probably have bigger problems if you wash your dishes only once a
month.

The Newest Model Also Wipes Your Butt...

In re: our recent dissing of toilet seat covers, Jack Tripp faxed this note — just the kind of
memorable detail tourists will tell their friends about when they get home and will still be talking
about long after they’ve forgotten the architecture, the music, or the zoo. Tourist guides always
miss the good stuff.

United Airlines terminal at O’Hare, Chicago, has a toilet cover system extraordinaire. When you enter
the stall, the entire seat is covered with a plastic sleeve. This sleeve comes out of the wall, and when you
stand, the toilet flushes. Then the sleeve you sat on disappears into the other side of the wall and a fresh
cover automatically surrounds the seat.

A searchable archive of past columns is available at SanDiegoReader.com
Got a question you need answered? Send an email to heymatt@cts.com or faxto 619-231-0489
or mail to Matthew Alice, c/o the Reader, Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.
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choose a plan.

500 700 1000

$39.99
Free Nights & Weekends

Free Roaming
Free 3 Way Calling

Free Long Distance

or
Unlimited Walkie-Talkie

METRO MOBILE
858.348.0232

$49.99 $59.99
Free Nights & Weekends Free Nights & Weekends
Unlimited Walkie-Talkie Free Roaming
Free Rooming Free 3 Way Calling
Free 3 Way Calling ]

AUTHOEIZDD E[FRLSCMTATIVE

Free Long Distance
r

0
Unlimited Walkie-Tulkie

QUE ONDA COMMUNICATIONS CALIFORNIA SATELLITE
619.239.9050 619.477.7155

7080 MIRAMAR RD. SUITE A 1039 25TH STREET 831 E. 30TH STREET SUITE D

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

92 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92102 NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA 91950

1alk ANy Time.

i710 i830
99.99* 249.99*

THAT WAS EASY.

M TRO

National Value Plan: Offer expires August 31, 2004. Requires one or fwo-year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15-day frial period (condifions apply). Set up fee of 35 per phone, up to $70 max per account (some markets @ max of $80/account per order) applies. Free Nationwide Long Distance includes domestic calls only. Nextel Direct Connect overage is $0.15/min. Nationwide Direct
Connect calls use the Direct Connect minutes in your plan and incur an additional access charge of either: (i) $0.10/minute multiplied by the number of participants on the call; or, (ii) @ monthly flat fee if you sign up for Unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect access. Nationwide Direct Connect calls are charged to the call initiator. Group Connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the applicable rate.
Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is 50.40/min. Cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle. Nights are 9:00pm to 7:00am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9:00pm and end Mon. at 7:00am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on
message fype. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, induding state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.124% or 1.25%, in some states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07%, and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate these offers af any fime. Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions
may apply. Read service agreement for details. Nextel’s Nationwide Network serves 296 of the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. NEXTEL®, NEXTELDONE., NEXTEL ONLINE®, PUSH TO TALK, PTT, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver safety logo are service marks, trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Nextel Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M
Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. All other product names and services are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. *After mail-in rebate.
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NEVER PAY

FOR AN INCOMING CALL

AGAIN.

ANYBODY. ANYWHERE. ANYTIME.

FAST & FREE. ONLY FROM NEXTEL. SAVE $150
ON THE i730
Fast Free NOW ONLY $149.99

Plus:
Long distance included

with two-year service agreement. {1 | i
Unlimited nights and weekends

Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie | All incoming calls are free, Phones by Motorola. [ |
connections in under a second. landline or wireless. i ‘ |
N ]
250 anytime minutes for outgoing calls
Never any roaming charges Faa

FREE INCOMING PLAN $49.9

I Hands-Free Headset | 1 0/ On All Car charger{'
i FREE We'll Throw It In Free | | 50 /0 & Phone Cases i

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below:**

1

With Every Activation | 1 i ivati 1

1 Withad. In-store promotion. Excludes prepay. Expires 9/19/04. | 1 o F F ‘x::,!‘ adE.vIt:rsvtne: ::::::Ig: 1
l Please Drive Safely... j l Expires 9/19/04. j

NEXTEL

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

CrazZY{GUYS

communications

Since 1986
Authorized Service Centers — We Do Repairs

We can also visit you
at your place of work!
Just give us a call — We’ll do the rest.

Se Habla Espanol

KEARNY MESA 8199 Clairemont Mesa Bivd., Ste. C..858-268-1515
Between Turner’'s Gun & Tackle and Big & Tall ® Mon.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm

CHULA VISTA 2530 Main St., Ste. A ..............c.c........... 619-424-9555
1/2 mile east of I-5 ¢ Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-3 pm

OTAY MESA 6960 Camino Maquiladora, Ste. D.............. 619-661-9397
Across from Brown Field Airport ® Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm

CALEXICO 22 West 7th St., Ste. B.................c................ 760-768-2020
Next to California Market ® Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-3 pm

Visit us @ fr=

WWwWw.crazyguys.com
**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery (FPCR) fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government-required charge. The fee is charged for one or

more of the following: E911, number pooling and wireless number portability.

Offers expire August 31, 2004. i730 Phone Offer: While supplies last. Final price of $149.99 is based on savings off regular retail price of $299.99 with 1- or 2-year service
agreement. Requires new activation and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies after 15-day trial period (conditions apply). Setup fee of $35 per phone up to $70 max
per account (some markets a max of $80/account per order) applies.

[ _ ]
=

Free Incoming Calling Plan: Offer expires August 31, 2004. Nextel reserves the right to extend these offers without notice. In-store purchases require two forms of valid
identification. Requires one- or two-year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies after 15-day trial period (conditions apply). Setup fee of $35 per
phone up to $70 max per account applies. Free Incoming Calls are calls received while in the U.S. on the Nextel National Network. Free Nationwide Long Distance includes
domestic calls only. Unlimited Direct Connect minutes are included in your local calling area only and do not include Group Connect calls, which are $0.15/min. Nationwide Direct
Connect calls use the Direct Connect minutes in your plan and incur an additional access charge of either (i) $0.10/minute multiplied by the number of participants on the call, or
(ii) a monthly flat fee if you sign up for Unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect access. Nationwide Direct Connect calls are charged to the call initiator. Group Connect charges are
calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home
market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls. Cellular overage is $0.40/min. Cellular calls round to the next full minute. Unused minutes do not accumulate
to the next billing cycle. Nights are 9:00 pm to 7:00 am. Weekends begin Fri.at 9:00 pm and end Mon. at 7:00 am. Up to $0.15 per sent or received text message depending on
message type. Additional charges may apply and may vary by market, including state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.087% or 1.25%, in some
states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. .07%, and a state-required E911 fee. Other Terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or terminate
these offers at any time. Offers may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. Nextel's Nationwide Network serves 293 of
the top 300 markets. ©2004 Nextel Communications, Inc. NEXTELR, NEXTEL.DONE., NEXTEL ONLINER, PUSH TO TALK, PTT, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT,
NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver safety logo are service marks, and/or regi of Nextel C i 1s, Inc. MOTOROLA and the

stylized M logo are registered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. All other product names and services are the property of their respective owners. Al rights reserved.

WE HONOR ALL COMPETITORS' COUPONS & PROMOTIONS*  *See store for details.
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| Want

Y | ere are two breeds of cat in the sports
attorney world. You have one sports
attorney who specializes and acts as an

agent for athletes. He’s doing the contract

negotiation with a team, a sponsor, or an
endorser.”

Speaking is Jim Miller Jr., president of Off-
Tackle Sports Management, an El Cajon sports
management firm representing 27 NFL players.

Miller continues, “You also have a sports
attorney who represents an athlete in arbitrations
against his team, the league, or contract disputes
with his team, or contract disputes with his
sponsors or endorsers. Most agents who are
active lawyers will do both, although that’s a
small percentage of sports agents, at least as far as
the NFL is concerned.”

D've called Miller for the simplest of reasons.
Although sports agents have been the subject of
movies, TV series, endless mentions in the press, I
don’t actually know what they do. What do they
do? To begin I ask, “Are there standard contracts
in the NFL, NHL, major league baseball?”

“In the National Football League,” Miller
says, “which is what I cover, there is a standard
contract, and within that contract is a certain
paragraph that all the fancy language and all the
signing bonuses and roster bonuses and
incentives that everybody hears about comes into
play. Basically, that paragraph is a big empty
space; it says, see the attached addendum one
through however many addendums there are
that discuss incentives.”

That’s where the goodies go. “What sorts of
addendums do sports attorneys want to get in a
contract?”

“You’re trying to find ways to have your
client maximize his earning potential through
bonuses and incentives. In the NFL there are
“Likely to Be Earned,” called LTBE, incentives,
and then there are “Not Likely To Be Earned,
NLTBE, incentives. Those LTBEs count against
the salary cap to a certain percentage. The
NLTBEs do not count against the salary cap.
What you're trying to get in the contract are
incentives your client will actually hit.”

Client gets out of bed 30 days in a row. One
million dollars. I say, “Everybody hears about the
highly paid athlete who is bankrupt at 35. How
much truth is there to that?”

“Alot of truth,” Miller says. “In fact, I think
the statistics are something like 70 or 80 percent
of professional athletes end up not necessarily

our Joh

bankrupt or impoverished, but their money is
gone. They didn’t save anything, and they’re out
working a regular everyday job like the rest of
us.”

“Where does it go? Big cars, big houses?”

“That has a lot to do with it. You have a lot
of situations where there is bad investment
advice. With a lot of the young men that I see,
you have hangers-on from the athlete’s home
team and what not. The athlete will feel some
compelling reason to help his friend set up a
business, which is going to fail, without question.
It’s bad money management, and the agent or
sports lawyer should have enough guts to tell his
client, “This is a bad move.’

“I don’t give my clients financial advice, but
I do look over business contracts that come
through. If I know their money is going to
something that is stupid, I let them know it’s a
waste of their time, a waste of their effort, and it’s
putting their family and their future at risk. A lot
of agents don’t want to say that, because they
don’t want to get their clients mad and be fired.
But then, they’re not giving the client a service
that needs to be done.”

I need a sports attorney. I need addendums.
“How long have you been doing this?”

“Pve represented professional athletes since
1993,” Miller says. “T've been certified by the NFL
since ’97. I've been a lawyer since *97.”

I need LTBEs. Big LTBEs and small LTBEs.
“What’s the hardest thing to do as a sports
attorney?”

“The most difficult thing is where you'll be
representing a young man who has, in your
opinion, athletic ability but is not on the radar, so
you're trying to explain to a scout or a coach why
this particular player has the ability to play at the
next level and should be invited to their training
camp or be drafted. That’s the most difficult part
of myjob.”

“How do you do that?”

“We do it through film and study and
getting film out to the coaches and scouts. My
website [www.offtacklesports.com] has most of my
players’ film on it. So it’s easy. I can be talking to
a coach, and all they have to do is log onto their
computer. If you can get them to see your player
and see what you see in him, you’re better off.
I’'m a former athlete myself, so I have the ability
to judge talent.”

Next week, part two with Jim Miller, Jr.

The Vegas Line

NFL Pre-Season (Home Team in CAPS)

Favorite Spread Over/Under Underdog
Thursday
CAROLINA 31/2 34 New York Giants
Friday
ATLANTA 21/2 39 Minnesota
JACKSONVILLE 3 321/2 Tampa Bay
PHILADELPHIA 3 321/2 Baltimore
Saturday
CLEVELAND 3 351/2 Detroit
BUFFALO NL NL Tennessee
PITTSBURGH 31/2 34 Houston
New England 3 34 CINCINATTI
MIAMI 11/2 33 Washington
INDIANAPOLIS 41/2 381/2 New York Jets
GREEN BAY 31/2 37 New Orleans
CHICAGO 31/2 35 San Francisco
OAKLAND 1 35 Dallas
ARIZONA 3 341/2 San Diego
SEATTLE 3 37 Denver
Monday
KANSAS CITY 31/2 391/2 St. Louis

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.
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Screen Controlled Navigation e |
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® Tri-level operation: watch a movie in rear and listen
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RELIGIOUS
DIRECTORY

TO HEAR A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND OTHER DETAILS,
(ALL619-233-9797 ANYTIME.
AT THE PROMPT, ENTER THE &-DIGIT EXTENSION.

BAHA’I FAITH

X6117 Baha'i Center

"""" 6545 Alcala Knolls Dr., San Diego
800-22UNITE
848-268-3999, 760-729-9199
www.bahai.org

SCIENCE OF MIND

x6120 Pacific Church
"""" 123 Camino de la Reina, Suite 100 West
San Diego
619-497-2200
www.pacificchurch.net
Seeing, Serving and Celebrating the

Divine in All.
METHODIST
X6104 First United Methodist Church
""""" of San Diego, Since 1869 THEOSOPHY

2111 Camino del Rio South

1-8 at Texas in Mission Valley
619-297-4366; www.fumcsd.org

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

x6103 United Lodge of Theosophists

-------- 3766 El Cajon Blvd., San Diego
619-283-0142
www.theosophysandiego.org

To place a religious listing, call 619-235-3000.

BUY A PAGER AND GET A FREE PHONE!

MOTOROLA MOTOROLA MOTOROLA MOTOROLA
BRAVO PLUS BRAVO FLX BR850 T-900

+ 16 memories * 16 memories A .+ 50 memories TWO-WAY

« Time stamp * Alarm « Alarm PAGER

+ Time & date stamp
+ 5 musical alerts

$4(90

+ Time & date stamp
+ 5 musical alerts

54999
ACTIVATE YOUR PRE-OWNED PAGER

One year airtime prepaid,
$ 99 two years’ free voice mail
and free activation.

« Nationwide coverage

289

E FREE PAGER!

ONE YEAR PAGER SERVICE FOR
Includes pager, free activation,
$ 5 499 2 years’ free voice mail and 10 minutes’
PEARL free long distance every month.

One of the smallest pagers! « 20 memories * 10 musical alerts
All prices include activation, two months’ free service, two years’ free voice mail, unlimited
paging, and Southern California, Phoenix and Las Vegas coverage. Some restrictions apply.

per month
Includes 2 months’ service, two years’ free

$ 9 voice mail and free activation. 2 YEARS'
FREE VOICE MAIL ON ANY ACTIVATION!

SHEEP a0 GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

Denomination: Assemblies of God USA
Address: 470 North Mollison, El Cajon, 619-
442-9465

Year founded: 1961

Senior pastor: Reverend Eric Rountree
Congregation size: 120

Staff size: 1 full-time, 4 volunteer
Sunday school enrollment: 25

Annual budget: $104,000

Weekly giving: $2000

Singles program: yes

Dress: very casual

Diversity: white, Hispanic, Asian
Length of service reviewed: 110 minutes
Sunday worship: 10:30 a.m.

“Are you uncomfortable with some of the things
you do?” I last week asked 28-year-old Rev-
erend Eric Rountree, senior pastor of Central
Assembly of God in El Cajon. “How far can
you go before church

young people.”

Folks wandered from the narthex/café
back into the sanctuary, some with coffee, one
or two with plates of peach pie. I estimated that
more than half were under 30. Reverend Roun-
tree took a sip from a Starbucks coffee cup he
kept on the podium. With his band, he launched
into another worship song. Two middle-aged
gentlemen took the morning’s offering, but did
so in such casual fashion that I almost didn’t
notice what they were doing.

“Your good deeds are worthless,” Rev-
erend Rountree told us, working his way into
his sermon, “God Wants Your Heart.”

“When the Bible refers to the heart and the
mind, it means the same thing. At the time the
Bible was written, the heart was the center of
your being. Your heart is the CEO of your life.
It's what happens in your heart that matters. Some
of us come to church robotically. We roboti-
cally do what the Bible

no longer resembles

tells us to do. Those of

church?”

“Im definitely
operating outside of my
own personal comfort
zone,” he said. “My
father was pastor of this
church for ten years.
took over as senior pas-
tor this past Easter Sun-
day. When we first got
here, it was a formal
church. We came to
church dressed in suits
and ties. Little by little,

5 13 j
REVEREND ERIC ROUNTREE

Central Assembly of God
El Cajon

us who are married can
really understand this.
If a husband performs
all his duties, if he helps
take care of the kids, if
he provides for his fam-
ily, if he listens to his
wife, but his heart really
isn’t in it, his wife knows
the difference. She wants
what he does to come
from his heart. What is
in your heart is more
important than any-

$8999

Verizon
= \
FREE! FREE! 2 FREEI* 59099’ = % ﬁ

T-Moblle

 MOTOROLA |
o
CAMERA |/ SAMSUNG - NOKIA

SAMSUNG | MOTOROLA | ]

e 5 30 —m | 160° & ﬁ FREE! ﬁ:ﬁﬁEE'!,
._..a"

Military, Student, and Senior Discounts. * BAD CREDIT/ NO CREDIT WELCOME

PAGE ME MILLENNIUM

5597-B CLAIREMONT MESA BLVD. WIRELESS
(IN MADISON SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER) 3445 MIDWAY DR., STE. G

858/268-9898 619/225-9898

Monday thru Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm - Saturday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm - Visa - MasterCard - American Express - Discover
New customers only. *After rebate. Must present ad. Offers expire 8/26/04.

we started to change thing else.
that. First, we stopped “We pretend to be
wearing ties. Then, off Sermon holy. We pretend to have
came the jackets. Finally, content given our minds to God.
I remember coming here delivery ... Butit’s all a facade. If I
to church one Sunday Litlll‘gy .............................. dO evil, then I am the
and three members of Music kind of person who does
the church’s board were congregational .......................... * evil. If I do evil, what I
dressed in shorts and ChOlr ...................................... *k dOiSaprOduCtOfWhat)S
flip-flops.” SNACKS s ok in my heart. It doesn’t
Central Assembly’s Flow'er S e no flowers matter what I say or out-
dress code wasn’t the ATCRIECUTE ..o *x wardly pretend. God
Friendliness.............ccccocoeuvunenene * Kk

first thing that caught
my eye. When I visited
last Sunday, I saw that

PoOT t0 SatiSfaCtory ..c.ecvreeuceecereencrrennenaees

told us that he wants
our hearts.”

Central Assembly had Good
converted its narthex Very good
into a coffee bar outfit- Excellent
ted with café tables and

chairs and racks of Ital-

Extraordinary .......c.coceeeeeeieeiennineninnns

(none) Reverend Roun-
* .
— tree went on to explain
- the importance of avoid-
ing even the appearance
*kkk

of doing evil. He talked
about his once order-

ian syrups used to fla-

vor coffee. Behind the counter a young woman
whipped up an iced drink in a blender. When
the service started at 10:30 a.m., three people
brought their coffee beverages into the sanctu-
ary.

Reverend Rountree — dressed in jeans,
short-sleeve shirt, and sandals — strummed
his electric guitar. With a drummer, flautist,
bass player, and another guitarist backing him
up, he kicked off the morning’s service with
rock-inspired worship songs such as “God of
Wonder” and “Pour Out My Heart.” After a half
hour of singing, Reverend Rountree urged the
congregation to take a break and go to the cof-
fee bar for peach pie with ice cream.

“Before Reverend Rountree’s father came
here, there were only a handful of people left,”
a church member told me during the 20-
minute coffee-and-pie break. “He really worked
at building up the youth group. And what hap-
pened was that members of the youth group
grew up, married each other, and had chil-
dren themselves. That’s why we have so many

ing a beer at a restau-
rant where he felt certain no one knew him.
But a young man he recognized from the church’s
youth group walked in and saw him drinking
the beer.

After the service, I sat with Reverend Roun-
tree in his office while his wife and four chil-
dren waited outside. He and I talked about his
church.

“I think we’re really responding to where
weare,” he said. “We’re in a working-class com-
munity. We’re reaching out to many people
who are completely unchurched. In another
part of the city, our worship might take another
form.”

I pointed out to Reverend Rountree that
his sermon, with its antialcohol message and
emphasis on spiritual perfection, was a Methodist
sermon of the sort you would have heard more
than 100 years ago.

“That’s kind of the secret of what we do,”
he said. “The superficial stuff, the style of wor-
ship, changes. But the message stays the same.”

— Abe Opincar




IlF DATING
WAS AN

OLYMPIC SPORT...

WE WOULD BRING HOME THE GOLD!

It’s Just Lunch has been dedicated to bringing together busy professionals for over 12 years,

resulting in hundreds of thousands of fun first dates. Call Today. Date Tomorrow.

DOWNTOWN _
619.232.8999 /

NORTH COUNTY AN ;f*”
760.268.0004 LUNCHY i )

65 LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE dating for busy professionals® Cathy Loe ) Betty Sinclair Lisa Purdum Michelle Mendez
for a fun, unique franchise opportunity: 619-234-7200 Director Director Director Director
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West Coast Swing
a a Tuesdays 7-8 pm
Belly Dance

Wednesdays 7:30 pm

Brazilian Percussion

& Samba

Sundays 2-4 pm

Hip-Hop, Martial Arts, Yoga,
7:00-8:00 Intermediate Salsa  Fitness Classes, Dance Aerobics,
8:00-9:00 All Levels Salsa and much more

SPECIAL INTRODUCTION PARTY
for Pepe & Nicole * Sunday, August 22, 12-2 pm

MIND BODY & SOUL

DANCE STUD

2971 INDIA STREET, SAN DIEGO, CA 92103 - 619-298-9040 - 619-992-9005
www.mbs.citymaker.com

(CONTACT %! LENSES

r 2 Pairs -I

99

Sunday 12:00-1:00 Beginning Salsa

1:00-2:00 Intermediate Salsa
Tuesday 8:00-9:00 All Levels Salsa
Thursday 6:00-7:00 Beginning Salsa

Eye exam
and single-

vision glasses
(most prescriptions)

*89

I I DI DN B B -
*INCLUDES EXAM, ALL FOLLOW-UPS FOR 6 WEEKS, SOFT LENSES
AND CARE KIT. SELECT LENSES. DAILY WEAR OR EXTENDED
WEAR. MOST PRESCRIPTIONS. ASTIGMATISM AND SPECIALTY
LENSES HIGHER.

IF YOU FIND A LOWER EEE, ASK US TO BEAT IT!

DR. ROBERT M. HOWARD
P8 OPTOMETRIST ’

I EYECARE
I PLUS

| ONE-HOUR SERVICE /EYEGLASSES IN
ONE HOUR (MOST CASES)
I 7841 BALBOA AVENUE, SUITE 201

BETWEEN 163 AND 805, ACROSS FROM
MW oF SAN DIEGO)

858) 278-EYES (3937)

6 Pairs
CALL 24 HOURS FOR APPOINTMENT
PARKING IN REAR.
| OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

l 3 ! SPECIALS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR INSURANCE.
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Dear Saffron,
My father invited family members out for dinner
for my mother’s birthday. My sister was not able
to attend, but her husband (my brother-in-law)
was there, along with my mother of course, my
dad, my wife, and myself. At dinner my brother-
in-law ordered the most expensive dish on the
menu (which was quite pricey). He also ordered
a $75 bottle of wine, which he and my parents
shared (my wife and I don’t drink). A little
before dessert my brother-in-law said he had a
late business meeting to attend and would have
to leave us. We all shook hands and he took off. I
assumed he’d left money with my father to pay
for his part of the lavish dinner. When the check
arrived my dad said he and I would have to pay
for “Tim” (my brother-in-law), as he had left
without contributing any money for the bill. I
was livid. Tim is the most well-off of all of us. He
and my sister live in a giant house and spend
money like water. Yet he stiffed us for his dinner
and fancy wine. He’s done things like this on
other occasions. I told my father right then that I
found Tim’s behavior crass and I resented hav-
ing to pick up his share. My mother quietly
agreed with me. My wife did too, but encour-
aged me to drop the subject because it was mak-
ing my father uncomfortable. My dad said we
should forget it and not spoil Mom’s happy
birthday with bad feelings. I want to say some-
thing to Tim. My family hints that I should just
keep quiet for the sake of family peace — that
it’s no big deal, or that this is what Tim’s like and
he won’t change. 'm still mad. What do you say?

STIFFED AND SORE ABOUT IT

IN CARDIFF

Dear Stiffed,

Totally low-class behavior on the part of the
brother-inlaw. Here’s a plan: Next time you
hear of an upcoming family dinner, call
Diamond Tim on the phone and propose,
dude to dude, that you and he treat the family
to the meal. Arrange it all ahead of time, and
when the check comes, give him a brotherly
wink and say, “Tim and | are getting this
one.” Do this every time you possibly can.
Perhaps in this indirect way you can get him
to realize that being generous is the way to
€0, and that sneaking out on the check is
pathetic, without having to make him taste
your rage. Tim sounds like he needs to be
reeducated and it looks like you're elected to
be his teacher. You can always be more
direct with him later if the gentler, subtler
approach doesn’t penetrate his thick head.

Dear Readers,
When my Aunt Trudy, who used to pen this
column, bragged that her readers were an

O L T TR P S PR o R e L

R e

alert, responsive crew, she was-
n't kidding. Here are more
excellent responses to JK in
Mission Beach, the guy in his
forties wondering where middle-
aged groovesters can go to
drink, socialize, and listen to
good music. Thanks to all who
wrote in.

Hey Saffron,
In response to JK’s search for a good
place to meet a more “mature”
crowd, I'd like to offer that on Tues-
days, starting at 7:00 p.m., the fun is
at Tio Leo’s on Morena Boulevard.
Zydeco music and dance is the
order of the day and the friendly
crowd is mainly 40 and up. Show up
at 7:00 p.m. for the easy lesson ($5
donation) and stay for the dancing.
It’s a great group of people.
“Mature” doesn’t mean we don’t
have a blast!

MM IN CORONADO

Dear Saffron,
JK should check out The Beach-
comber on Sundays. Between
5:00 and 9:00 p.m. he’ll find a conge-
nial crowd his age and some won-
derful music. Also recommended:
Patrick’s, which is a small place
downtown, and the Second Wind
Bar, which has great classic rock.

TG IN DEL CERRO

Hi Saffron,
Tell JK to try the Pacifica Del Mar
restaurant and bar in Pacifica Del
Mar plaza, adjacent to the coast
highway and 15th Street. Real nice
people his age.

CLAIREMONT MESA CLARE

Dear Saffron,
A suggestion for JK: Schroeder’s
Club and Cabaret at the Westin
Hotel in Horton Plaza. They feature
different artists every weekend.
Great music: some new, some old.
Nice setting. Good food. Plenty of
40- and 50-something audience
members.

PJ IN CARMEL VALLEY

Write to Saffron c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or e-mail to
saffron@sdreader.com
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Color
Creep

Samsung P107

$9999

With new 2-year activation on

$49.99 or higher rate plan.
i\ FREE
( h
Accessory Bundle

Car Charger » Leather Case
Hands-Free Headset

Authorized Dealer for

COOL CAMERA PHONES!!!

r

LG L1200

49

With new 2-year activation on $49.99 or
higher rate plan. After $50 mail-in rebate.

UNLIMITED NATIONWIDE
MOBILE-TO-MOBILE AND
NLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKEND
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SONY ERICSSON T637

$1 999

With new 2-year activation on $49.99 or higher
rate plan. After $50 mail-in rebate.

FREE

On rate plans of $49.99 or higher.

X cingular

Chula Vista
HiTech Communications * 1177 Broadway #20
(619) 691-6996

Plus Telecomm, Inc. ® 660 H Street ¢#619-427-6000

Clairemont
Allstar Communications ® 7330 €lairemont Mesa Blvd., A107-1
(858) 573-8988

El Cajon
One Touch Cellular.» 941 Broadway, Suite J » (619) 579-8100

Encinitas
Mobile Dream Wireless » 2010 E. Valley Parkway, Suite E-3
(760) 741-5945

WIRELESS

Kearny Mesa
People Telecom ¢ 7323 Convoy Ct., Suite 110 » (858)268-2882

Coco & Ryu, Inc. » 4611 Mercury Street » (858) 496-0059

La Mesa
Skytouch Wireless ¢ 9138 Fletcher Parkway  (619) 644-2520

Mission Gorge
One Stop Wireless Shop ¢ 6171 Mission Gorge Road, Suite 108
(619) 521-8000

Mira Mesa
CelluPage » 8155 Mira Mesa Blvd., Suite 2 » (858) 695-9933

National City
Celcomm Wireless » 3403 East Plaza Blvd.  (619) 475-5125

Planet Paging » 2720 E. Plaza Blvd., Suite P » (619) 267-6777

INTERESTED IN BEGOMING A CINGULAR WIRELESS DEALER? GALL 877-566-0766

North Park
E.Com Wireless ¢ 4551 El Cajon Blvd., Suite B
(619) 284-1999

Global Page » 4140 University Ave. * (619) 516-4742

Pacific Beach
CingularWireless * 1890 Garnet Avenue * (858) 490-6990

Grand Wireless ® 1890 Grand Ave, ¢ (858) 274-0001
San Marcos
Pro Touch Wireless ¢ 670 W. San Marcos Blvd. #103
(760) 471-9497

FX Paging & Cellular » 1551 W. Mission Rd., Suite H
(760) 744-8500
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*25 OFF

ALL RED WING SHOES

With this ad.
ﬂ?m?wjmm
The Classic Motorcycle :
| Boots 1 "
www.redwingshoe.com
Hom e-mail at:
S S redwingshoes@cox.net
209 e 1 89 o El Cajon
941 Broadway, Ste. O
92021

Muscle Shoes 619-444-2488

otal comfort

Chukka
Escondido

945 West Valley Parkway
92025
760-480-1006

National City
3460 Highland Ave. #A
91950
619-476-9720

S 1 2 9 e

One-Year
Wear
Guarantee

S 1 4 9 o

"% Work Boots

Best-seller

Point Loma
3555 Rosecrans St. #106
92110
619-523-9952

S San Diego/Clairemont
1 69 e 92111
P 858-278-4585

*199%

8199 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.

ANDRO?

Have you purchased Androstenedione,
Androstenediol, or a product containing
similar ingredients from Met-Rx, Weider,
Substrate Solutions, Prolab, Natrol or
anyone else? If so, you may have a claim.

To find out if you may be entitled to
monetary damages or for a free legal
consultation call toll-free:

888-ANDRO-ADS (888-263-7623)
Or visitt www.AndroLitigation.com

John Goldsmith, Attorney Paul Thanasides, Attorney

Admitted in Florida Admitted in Florida
Trenam, Kemker Thanasides, Zalkin & Acero
Tampa, FL - St. Petersburg, FL Tampa, FL - New York, NY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

BestBuys

-EVE KELLY

Gin always hits me funny,” said Patrick,
returning late from a round of poker with the
boys. “It’s not even the morning after, and 'm
feeling fuzzy.”

“Drink a B Clear,” I mumbled, still mostly
asleep.

He obeyed, ripping open the packet, dis-
solving the powdery contents
into water, and gulping
the fizzy liquid down.
Next morning, he was
tired, but his head
was clear. Thad dis-
covered B Clear via
my friend Bernice.
She said she had
picked up a couple of
packets based on its
promises of a “natural
energy boost,” but, she
noted, it also purported to help
prevent hangovers and jet lag. I made Patrick
my guinea pig, and I was intrigued by his happy
experience. So, I paid a visit to the company’s
Miramar office (858-866-5678; www.bdlearusa.corn)
and spoke with local Marketing Director Cathy
Dunn and local Sales Manager Heather
McCarthy.

B Clear takes its name from the
hefty dose of vitamin B it delivers,
though it also includes vitamins -
A, C,and E. Said McCarthy, “The
megadoses of Bcombine to give |
you a natural energy boost.” [
Dunn added that there wasno
danger of overdosing, since Bis
water-soluble. “Your body will nat-
urally expel what you don’t need.  \
That’s why we say not to take any
more than three in a 24-hour period.
After that, you’re wasting your money,
because your body can’t assimilate any more.”
(The only side effect she noted was a possible
slight niacin flush in niacin-sensitive people.)
On top of the vitamins, B Clear boasts “elec-
trolytes — potassium, sodium, and calcium.
They’re also in a megadose, and they’re what
rehydrates you.”

“That’s what makes us different from B
complexes,” noted McCarthy. “One packet of
B Clear gives you three times the amount of elec-
trolytes found in one serving of Gatorade —
without all that sugar.”

“We have no caffeine or sugar in B Clear,”
continued Dunn. “Sugar and caffeine give you
a peak and then a crash. Caffeine, being a
diuretic, dehydrates you. Then
you feel exhausted and
need more caffeine, and
you get a roller-coaster
effect. With B Clear,
you're going to feel
awake naturally. It’s
not a jolt and a
charge like Red Bull,
where you go like
gangbusters and then
feel whipped.” (B Clear
does have some sweetness,
which McCarthy said came from
the root of the stevia plant. “It’s a natural form
of sweetening, and it’s diabetic-safe.”)

B Clear’s dual benefits — energy main-
tenance and hangover prevention — were dis-
covered simultaneously. Explained Dunn, “The
owner of B Clear also owns a catering and
events company which has worked at the last
three Olympics. When the owner was working
in Australia for the Sydney games, he discov-
ered a product called Barocca. He noticed that
the people he was working with would drink
and work long hours and just keep going and

| &

“People say, ‘I’m trying this
tonight, and I’ll be back tomor-

row!l’”

~

going. He asked how they did it. They replied,
‘Don’t you take Barocca?’ It turned out Barocca
was an effervescent tablet which provided these
sorts of vitamins.” He tried importing the won-
der tablets, but found it too difficult. “So he decided
to manufacture it. He took a vitamin class at
UCLA, and found a lab that worked with effer-
vescent technology.” (The effervescence, she
said, helps the body assimilate the vitamins
more quickly.) “Then he went Barocca one
step better — he put in more B and elec-
trolytes, and took out the sugar.”
According to McCarthy, “when you
drink alcohol, it depletes your body of B vita-
mins and electrolytes. That’s the hangover;
that’s why you feel so crappy. This is not a
hangover cure — you can’t take it in the
morning and feel better. This is prevention.
You take one packet before you drink and one
before you go to bed. That way, you don’t wake
up feeling any symptoms.”

“You’re replenishing your body,” added
Dunn. The alcohol-taxed body holds on to
the megadoses instead of expelling them, and
the deficiency never sets in. That, together with

the ease of use (the before and after

/ﬂmﬂ; doses) is what the two women

/|Il

say makes B Clear differ-
\ « .
- Retucto/nely, L There are things
™ Hocaficinemesy, 0N the market that
) wegan capy wam  mask hangover
symptoms. You feel
better, but the mask
wears off. In an
| hour or so, you’re
|/ going to feel the
effects of what you
did last night.”
When it comes
to marketing, the com-
pany likes to encourage
field tests. “We do alot of street
fairs and community events like Street
Scene,” said McCarthy. “We give out sam-
ples, and people say, T'm trying this tonight
and T’ll be back tomorrow!” They come back
and say, I feel great! It works!””

“We also sell a lot to military bases. The
guys tell us they use it for working out — the
electrolytes keep them hydrated — and for
drinking, partying. They have to show up for
work the next morning and have their act
together and have a good attitude. They can’t
just call in sick.”

Dunn noted that B Clear was not aimed
primarily at the hard-partying crowd, how-
ever. “In the workplace, people are socializing,
or having their meetings over cocktails and
such, and they just can’t make it in the next
day.”

McCarthy said that dehydration also
plays a part in jet lag, and that B Clear
would be a help there as well. “You have
longer-lasting hydration from electrolytes
than from water alone, and you have the

natural energy from the B vitamins” to help

with travel across time zones. “Who wants to
drink lots of water and always have to use the
airplane rest room? Just take one package when
you take off and one when you land. Unless
it’s time for bed when you land — then take
it the next morning. There’s no caffeine, but
it does give that energy release.”

B Clear retails for $1.99 a two-pack or
$10.99 a 20-pack. It is available at Longs Drugs,
Rite Aid, GNC, San Diego military bases, and
specialty nutrition stores.

1. Cathy Dunn
2. B Clear
3. Heather McCarthy
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100°6 Financing Available
NO INTEREST OR NO PAYMENTS FOR 1 YEAR o/c

S-YEAR WARRANTY AVAILABLE ON ALL STEREOS

We challenge anyone to find a lower price.
Bring in any price and we will beat it

— GUARANTEED!

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL INSTALLATIONS

All ad items require

installation.

~ HUGE SALE

Friday, Saturday,
> Sunday & Monday,

>

7

Aug. 20, 21,

on
any

22623

stereo

FREE ALARM
with $199
purchase or higher.
Installation
required.

Cars must be in factory condition and some cars may require additional labor and parts such as kits, harnesses, plugs, and/or cables, which is an added cost.

WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL!
INCLUDES

COMPLETE MOBILE VIDEO SYSTEMS

« TWO 5.6" HEADREST MONITORS OR

NEW!

FLIP-UP IN-DASH MONITORS
ALPINE + KENWOOD -

WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL!

PIONEER *SONY
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WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL!
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NEW!
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NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY DEALER

10-DISC CHANGER
“ﬂ 8X OVERSAMPLING

BOTH FOR ONLY

5149

PAGING ALARM SYSTEM

BICRON . 2.wAY LCD PAGER
6000N  « 1-MILE RADIUS
o 4-BUTTON, 3-CHANNEL
LCD TRANSMITTER

FREE POWER
DOOR LOCKS*,
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INSTALLED
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*CAR MUST BE EQUIPPED
WITH FACTORY LOCKS
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| REMOTE CONTROL AUTO ALARM
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| 1 ?
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Computers are still the fastest

growing and best paying careers in
American foday!

SFECIALISTS

2 Mirama

Computers are for everyone...
No experience required!

MicroSkills Flocement Staff will help
you land a greal Jjob with S5an Diego's

San Dliege

best companies!

. Don't getstuck CallNow 866.761.6000

Pt b Ehaa Pyrmic

Get a $600 credit to
help you stay healthy.

Visit our website at: cahealthquoteins.com

California
HealthQuote

Insurance Services

701 Palomar Airport Rd.
Suite 300, Carlsbad, CA 92009

(800) 788-4678

John Lohrman
Ron Herzog

Gal. Lic.
#0712596, #0706675,
#0084228

Authorized Agents

Blue Shield
of California
!.ife & Hea‘l}h

YouthCare™

Under 1

$158

11018

$58

Active Choice™ Plan 600

Age Range

Single

Party of 2

Family

Under 30

$87

$171

$282

30to 34

$119

$232

$361

35to 39

$131

$256

$398

40 to 44

$166

$325

$466

45 to 49

$201

$391

$521

50 to 54

$262

$512

$616

® pany

An Independent licensee
of the Blue Shield Association

*Annual credit applies to covered
health care services delivered by the
plan, and cannot be applied to
preventive care, prescriptions,
payment of monthly dues, or non-
medically necessary services. This
plan is subject to regulatory approval.
The rates shown are for people in
good health. Rates based on age of
younger applicant. Other rates may
apply. Active Choice Plan is not
available to individuals 65 or older.
YouthCare™ and Active Choice™ are
service marks of Blue Shield of
California. ® Registered mark of the
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association, an
association of Independent Blue
Cross and Blue Shield plans.

Monthly dues for San Bernardino,
San Diego, Santa Barbara Counties
except for the following zip codes:
93254, 93427, 93429, 93434, 93436-38,
9344041, 93454-58, 93460, 93463-64.

551t0 59

$338

$658

$738

60 to 64

$437

$854

$922

Call now to learn how to get a
$600 credit to invest in your health.

(800) 788-4678

Sign up for Blue Shield’s new Active Choice™ Plan 600 and get an
annual $600 credit ($1200 credit for families) to spend on
covered medical services you need.* Not to mention $20 copays
for preventive care and $12 for generic prescriptions at all times,
regardless of how you spend your $600. And all unused credit
from the current year rolls over into the next. So go ahead and
invest in your health. It’s on us.

BACK WHEN

In the Reader

Thirty Years Ago

PERSON who was looking for girl who was
planning on going to India to see Maharaj Ji:
she left after school got out in June but was
going to write me (her ex-roommate) as
soon as she got to France. No letters yet.
Have you heard anything? Gwen.

— PERSONALS, August 22, 1974

Twenty-Five Years Ago
Late last April John Holtz brought home to
San Diego four bullet holes in the trunk of
his brand-new Renault station wagon as a
souvenir of his most recent trip to
Nicaragua. “I was an American driving a car
with Venezuela plates, and a known sympa-
thizer for the Sandanistas,” said Holtz,
recalling the shootout at the Nicaragua-
Honduras border. “Not only that, [ was
bringing information across the border.”
Holtz had left Nicaragua and was returning
to San Diego at the request of Sandanista
leader Eden Pastora (also known as Coman-
dante Zero) in an effort to enlist support in
this country for the guerilla fighters.
— CITY LIGHTS: “SAN DIEGO SANDANISTA,”

Dan Trigoboff, August 23, 1979

Twenty Years Ago
When the KGB Chicken (a.k.a. Ted Gian-
noulas) left radio station KGB in 1979, he
made his debut as the San Diego Chicken....
Since then, he’s toured with the team on
their private team jet, and for the last three
baseball seasons has been hired by the
Padres for an undisclosed amount of money
(rumored to be close to $2000 per game) to
appear at a minimum of fifteen home games
each year. But weeks after the Chicken cele-
brated his tenth birthday, the Padres man-
agement ordered the bird off the field dur-
ing ballgames.
— CITY LIGHTS: “THE CHICKEN OR THE PENNANT?"
Thomas K. Arnold, August 23, 1984

Fifteen Years Ago
Fans eager to lay some simoleons on the new
Jim McChargers will be in luck September 9.
That’s when Tijuana entrepreneur Jorge
Hank Rhon opens his nine sports books tied
in with the official Las Vegas odds on foot-
ball, baseball, basketball, tennis, boxing, and
golf. Hank, dogged by suspicions of being
linked with the 1988 murder of Tijuana
newspaper columnist Hector “Gato” Felix,
owns the Agua Caliente Race Track and is
the son of the Mexican Minister of Tourism.
He aced out others who wanted to bring
legalized all-sports gambling to Tijuana.
— SPORTS: “VEGAS TO T.J.: YEAH, BUT WE STILL GOT
WAYNE NEWTON,” Jerry Gross, August 24, 1989

John Holtz

Ten Years Ago

Excuse me, Gina Arnold, but who died and
made you the almighty, all-knowing, indie-
rock goddess you seem to think you are? The
July 28 Reader had an article about the
Lemonheads (“Of Note”).

T’ve noticed, Gina Arnold, that once a
band reaches the “big time,” you find them
unworthy of your affection. I realize the
Lemonheads are popular and well-known.
But they are still my favorite, and, no, [ am
not 14 years old.

One last thing, Gina Arnold, the
Lemonheads are more than just Evan
Dando; Nic Dalton plays the bass and David
Ryan plays the drums. If you understood the
Lemonheads as much as you think you do,
you celestial she-god you, you’d know that.
— LETTERS: “GINA ARNOLD INSULTED EVAN

DANDO,"” Connie Glenn, August 18, 1994

Five Years Ago
“THAT’S EASY ENOUGH FOR YOU TO
SAY!”

A man I'll call John accepted my argu-
ment that fat people have important stories
to tell because he had been fat and had sto-
ries of his own. But while so many of those I
met for this series refused to tell their stories,
having been the objects of ridicule, John was
at least willing to share an account of his life
over the phone. However, he would do so
only on the condition of anonymity. Yet I
felt identification would offer his account
legitimacy.

“Like I said, that’s easy enough for you
to say. But what do you know about it? You
sound like those assholes who used to tell
me how nice looking I’d be if I'd lose weight,
and now they’re saying I better be careful
about losing too much too fast. I mean, it’s
never enough.”

— “THIS BODY, MY LIFE,” Jangchup Phelgyal,
August 19, 1999
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e 30th anniversary
e State-of-the-art matching system
* Locations in 100 cities nationwide
e Thousands of local members

e Membership guarantee
e Mandatory background checks
 Privately owned and operated

Call our San Diego staff for a

FREE, no-obligation consultation.

THE

ONE’

The Relationship Experts

Toll-free 1-800-818-DATE
(3283)

Hair by Douglas 619-985-4238

www.therightone.com

the Right One?

With thousands
of San Diego
members,

let us find

your match.

.
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Crasher

THRILLA FROM MANILA

by Josh Board

1 grew up in Mira Mesa, which
always had a large Filipino popu-
lation. In elementary school, my
best friend was Patrick Pandes.
My first girlfriend was Loreen
Demetrio. And my basketball
teams were always half Filipino
(great fundamentals, ball han-
dling, and shooting; terrible
rebounding — none were over
5'10").

So when I got a call from a Joe
Maniquis, I was excited when he told
me about his party. It was a sec-
ond annual family reunion to be held
in Balboa Park. I wasn't sure where
Recital Hall was, but the giant ban-
ner with their family name on it
helped.

When I walked in, I had a
flashback to my childhood days.
Occasionally the rec center we
played basketball in would have
the gym closed while the Filipino
community had parties. The food
smelled great, and everyone looked
nice all dressed up. But as a 12-year-
old forced to play on the outdoor
gravel courts — with nets missing
from the hoops — I was pissed.
Now I was able to smell the food
and enjoy eating it. (Note to self:
if I started playing basketball the
way I used to, and ate less, maybe
I wouldn’t be overweight.)

There were tables with lumpia,
pancit (the most delicious way to
prepare noodles), and a pig (which
always grosses me out). There were

25 different two-liter bottles of
soda, which are never cold at events
like this.

They brought flags out and
played the March of Colors, “Lupang
Hinirang” (which is the Filipino
anthem), and “The Star-Spangled
Banner.” I always think it's more
powerful to hear another country’s
anthem along with ours.

I introduced myself to Joe,
but he was busy putting his drum
set together. His band had some of
his brothers and was appropriately
called Band of Brothers. The singer

Top: Philippine Cultural Arts Festival; bottom: Maniquiz reunion party

a Bee Gees tune that was sung way
too high.

I was sitting near the end of
the food line watching the band
play. I overheard one lady in a thick
accent say, “You never realize how
many people are at an event like
this until they line up for food and

One had a T-shirt that said “Poorest Gump.”

said, “We were originally going to
be called Band of Maniquis, but
when you abbreviate that, it's BOM.
So we went with Band of Brothers.”

I loved the song selection they
did. It started with Carl Perkins’s
“Matchbox,” going into a Ventures
tune. And the crowd went nuts at

you are starved.” I smiled as I
scarfed down my pancit. I heard
MC Jo Jo Maniquis say, “Let the
seniors get food first.” It didn't
seem as though anyone paid atten-
tion to that request.

People showed up dressed all
different ways: some were dressed

BALRDKITTY

up, while others had shorts, sports
jerseys, and tank tops. One had a
T-shirt that said “Poorest Gump.”

I kept seeing people go to the
bathroom to change into colored T-
shirts, red, yellow, and blue. I asked
somebody about this and was told,
“They represent the different col-
ors of the flag.”

Each had the clan name. It
was spelled “Maniquis” on some,
“Maniquiz” on others, and “Manikis”
on still others. I quickly thought how
many ways I could spell my last
name, Board. I only came up with
“bored.” And, surprisingly, I was-
n‘t bored at this event. I
didn’t know a single person, but it
was fun watching people who had-

P

n't seen each other in years hug-
ging. Others would introduce them-
selves and go into detail as to who
they were related to.

Joe lived in Mira Mesa, so this
wasn't a long trek for him. But oth-
ers came from Los Angeles, Sacra-
mento, and Canada; and one cousin
of Joe’s was from London. I heard
somebody say, “I'm excited about
going to this event in two years. We
are having that one in Montreal,
and I've never been there before.”

A bunch of teenagers did some
great dance routines. They were
introduced once as the Mira Mesa
Dance Team. Another time they
were called the Mira Mesa Drill
Team. I asked Joe for clarification,
since his daughter is in the troupe.
He said, “Oh, I don't know. They are
in the drill team, but I don't think
this is the entire drill team. You can
call them whatever you want.” I
found out they've won a number of
events, including a big competi-
tion at Magic Mountain.

When Band of Brothers went
back on, a woman joined them and
sang a Sade song. Somebody said
to me, “Have you ever noticed that
if @ woman sings, she has to have
this beautiful voice. But when men
sing, they can sound like Bob Dylan,
and not have great voices. Nobody
cares how they sound, but women
have to have these incredible voices.”
I replied, “Somebody tell Britney
Spears that.”
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18k Italian Charm Bracelets

*5 OFF* BoDY PIERCING

Hygienic

environment ’ E * Gold
q [stabllshed 1994

¢ Acrylic

[ /fff"t’rf :/fr;,_’*fff”

Tour our
sterilization
facility

New needles

for each piercing

pil f-l-tm e Sbucdio
: St Specializin

ntography for any woman.

l’.__ih'-_' F1r'm the gift of you!

b

* Gemstones

* Surgical
stainless steel
316 LUM

* Large-gauge
jewelry

NOMINATION]
THE ORIGINAL

- . L ] ®

i 18k gold, letters, symbols and charms, colored
enamels, precious stones and cubic zirconia on

stainless steel links. Each bracelet is a one-of-a-kind

creation. Bracelet with three 18k charms from $59,
additional charms from $17 each.

ENHANCERY JEWELERS
4242 Camino del Rio North e 619-282-3900
(In Chili's shopping center at Mission Gorge & [-8)
Tues.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm e Sat. 10 am-4 pm
Enhancery.com

Largest selection
of quality body
jewelryin

San Diego

San Diego’s premier body piercing studio

Ocean Beach ¢ 4944 Newport Ave. ¢ 619-223-1771
Monday-Saturday 11 am- 9 pm ¢ Sunday 12-5 pm e Piercings by John, Ronnie and Jordan
*With this ad. Not valid with any other offer.

FNot a licensed physician or other HCP

WWW. l'mdl- ittyphotograph¥.Com




BEAT THE HEAT

WINDOW
TINTING

From

YSA— SUNTINT

YOUWONTFINDA  AUDIO ¢ VIDEO ¢ SECURITY « AND MORE!

BETTER PRICE,

ey FREE INSTALLATION
on any stereo

All sale items require installation. Cars must be in factory condition and some cars may require additional labor and parts such as kits, harnesses, plugs, and/or cables, which is an added cost.

Complete Video System | Complete Video System Combo Video System

=3 @2 =

Y 06.2" heodre:st )
*wo 5.6 LCD monitor

geodrelsf mi:)n”c(i)ri $ ®5.6" visor monitor
¢ <z wireless headphones ¢ 2 wireless headphones

¢ DVD player ¢ DVD player

NO PEELING
NO BUBBLING

3 BACK
WINDOWS
98% UV &
55% HEAT
RESISTANT

©10.4” LCD monitor

* 2 wireless
headphones

¢ DVD player

¢7.2" flip-down

LCD monitor
2 wireless headphones
¢ DVD player

Kenwood

AM/FM CD Player $ 89
¢ CD-R/RW )
® RCA Preout =

CDX F570 5x

AM/FM CD Player
¢ CD-R Playback

AM/FM - $

CD Player 89
Installe

AM/FM CD Player - $

¢ Detachable Face 85 )
Install

*50W x 4
® Built-in EQ

‘89

7.2”
Dashtop

Monitor

Sony FM Module
10-Disc Changer

¢ D-bass with auto level adjuster
 Plays CD-Rs

'Y K2,

1
65

SNhNe 00

Includes 2 remotes,
6-tone siren and
flashing parking lights.

Payments
as low as
$40 per mo.

Super Medallion Exhaust

| Hics B oo

Hiper Exhaust

pricing.

Racing Down Pipes

Twin Canister Exhaust

FREE 4” Speakers

Not an authorized Pioneer dealer.

Sony Combo

1 g

AM/FM

cassette player

o Detachable face

e 6-disc CD changer

Includes 4 channels,
dual shock sensor,
flashing parking lights,
6-tone siren, power
lock, starter kill.

O

Chevy, Ford,
Escalade
and more

SUv 20"

Fireball Exhaust

EVOlution Exhaust Cup Kits

Under Brace Bars

i TSl V4 ¢

FREE 4” Speakers

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK!

Car alarm with AM/FM CD player
and two sets of 5%2" speakers

Complete
Performance

From

Premium/ lllumina Shocks  O.E./Sport/Race Springs

Sponlie & Pro-Kit Sustec Coilover System

VISA AMEX

FREE 4” Speakers

Not an authorized Kenwood dealer.

Sony 2000-watt
Bass Package

0B &9

Two 12" subs with
custom 12" box of
M.D.F. wood

Remote/Pager
Alarm

® Page system

© LED system

® Siren & more

o Lifetime warranty

Custom Truck Boxes

From
From

Chevy, Ford, $
Toyota, GMC 99
& more
/ Altiza Lights

FREE 4” Speakers

Not an authorized Alpine dealer.

Sony Bass
j} Package

* Two 12" 800-watt
amp speakers
o AM/FM CD player

Power Lock Kits
E i 4-Door

el gk 189

P ow‘ él’ 2-Window

Window Kits 5@

Rear Factory
Spoiler

Escondido ¢ 711 E. Valley Parkway
Established in North County 1991 ¢« We will not be beat!!
Special offers available only at Escondido location.

MC ATM

(760) 743-2333

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9 am-7 pm ¢ Sunday 10 am-4 pm

Limited quantity available. First come, first served. Ad items require installation for minimum fee. Financing available. Some cars require extra parts and labor. Not responsible for misprints.
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lNhe largest selection of wheels

N PARAT N

and high performance tires!

FITS MOST TRUCKS & SUV’S

4 TIRES

[Caartonny Tiris
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$42
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I asked Joe about how
long it takes to plan an event
like this. He said, “It was a
year of planning, e-mailing,
and things like that.” As we were
talking, someone walked away.
Joe said, “Don’t leave early.
You're going to have to help
clean up. We need you to carry
stuff, mop floors.” They both
laughed.

I stayed for another per-
formance from the dance team,
who did a great number with
a mix of kids" songs and hip-
hop. I left before the awards
ceremony, karaoke, and talent
contest. I glanced at a family
tree chart that was at least 15
feet long. As I looked at all
the names, then glanced back
at all the families at the 20
large tables they had set up,
I thought about how I have
such a small family and I missed
out on things like this. Hell, I'd
settle for a phone call from
my dad, whom I haven't seen
since I was four.

I waited to write about
the Maniquis party until after
another event at Balboa Park.
It was the 20th Philippine Cul-
tural Arts Festival. It is pre-
sented by the Samahan Fil-
ipino-American Performing Arts
and Education Center.

They had 20 booths set up
in the grassy area on Presi-
dents Way. It was weird to be
at one booth with interesting
wind chimes made of shells, right
next to a booth by Viejas that
had a blackjack table and fly-
ers for some of their events. I
overheard one lady say, “It's
good Viejas is a sponsor. After
all, enough of us go spend our
money gambling.” I saw an
SDG&E booth also. And I fig-
ured a lot of Filipinos also use
their electricity.

The MC for this event was
Ernie Flores, who is the pub-
lisher and editor of the Filipino
Press. He was very entertain-
ing. Aside from talking about
the history and culture of the
Philippines, he would joke
when planes flew overhead.
Another time he started into
the history of something and
said, “I'm just telling you this
because I've got to kill time.
It'll take the next group five
minutes longer to get ready.”
And when he talked about this
being the 20th year of this
festival, he said, “We've done
this almost every year.” He
quickly corrected himself and
said, “Wait a minute, we've

done this every year. I can get
fired for that.”

The Samahan Kulintang
Ensemble played some inter-
esting music. On one side of
the stage was a set of gongs,
including three different ones
dangling. The other side had four
gongs. Chris Feraro explained
that the three were for pitch,
and the four were in the midlevel
range. He also said the drum
was a “skinned head drum,”
which is either made with lizard
or goat skin and played with
bamboo sticks. (No letters from
PETA, please.)

Ernie joked about every-
one thinking Filipinos are all
short and have flat noses. He
talked about the costumes and
how a lot of people on the
islands are dressed the way
the folks in the States are
dressed and these were the old
traditional costumes.

He said, “If you took all
the Philippine Islands and put
them together, they would be
the size of Arizona. And Ari-
zona has 5 million people. The
Philippines has 84 million. And
each island has a different
culture.”

When the girls started
coming onstage in the differ-
ent costumes, it was interest-
ing to see the variety of col-
ors, and many were wearing
headdresses ranging from fab-
rics to feathers to a giant water
pitcher.

When there were costumes
from the southern region, Min-
danao, a woman said, “They
are mostly Muslim in that part
of the country. Most Filipinos
are Catholic. I would say 90
percent of them. In Mindanao,
they are mostly Muslim.”

For when one lady came
out dressed as a princess, I
couldn’t help thinking of the
recent documentary I saw on
Imelda Marcos. It was hyster-
ical listening to her talk about
how the media only focused
on the over 1000 pairs of shoes
she had. In the film she said,
“They went into my closets
looking for skeletons...all they
found were shoes.”

I'm sure she’d hate know-
ing that, with all this wonder-
ful history and culture going
on here in Balboa Park, I chose
to end this with a mention of
her shoe collection. m

Crash your party? Call 619-235-
3000 x421 and leave an invi-
tation for Josh Board.
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good.” rings, and they work you like used-car salesmen. It always comes down to a
Later in the evening, Mr. Strom
tried to kiss Miss Stafford. “I was, like,

” Miss

meeting in a little room. The salesperson is on one side of the table saying, ‘Do
you want to make your girlfriend happy and buy today?” >

‘No way. You’re off-limits,’ “I always wanted him to buy the ring right then and there,” Miss Stafford

Lovers Lane

Stafford remembers. says.

The following week, Miss
Stafford’s brother intervened. “He

“And I wanted it to be a surprise,” Mr. Strom continues. “One time she

actually cried.”
In June, Mr. Strom bought the ring. Miss Stafford didn’t know. “We left
that night for Vegas,” Mr. Strom explains. “We stopped and spent the night in

told me, ‘Mike really likes you. Give
him a chance.” He wanted to see me
with a quality guy. In college, I dated Barstow. I was worried about either losing the ring or Kathryn finding it. I had
alot of losers.”

The next week, Miss Stafford
called the house to talk to her brother.
Mr. Strom answered the phone. “We
just fell into things,” Miss Stafford

says. “I was trying to find a job.

it in my suitcase wrapped up in my shorts. When I was in the shower, Kathryn
called out, ‘Do you want your shorts?’ I said, NO!’ I was sure she was going to
find it.”

The couple stayed at the Tropicana. “When I took my shower there, I kept
hopping out and peeking into the room to make sure Kathryn wasn’t going
through my stuff.”

That evening, Mr. Strom and Miss Stafford went to New York New York.
“Tjust love the piano bar there,” Miss Stafford explains.

Michael was in his last year of school.
Neither of us had much money. We

ended up going out to bars a lot. But “It was about 8:00,” Mr. Strom says. “We were standing by the wishing
we didn’t go on an official, nice din- well, tossing in nickels. I took the ring out of my pocket and said, ‘Why don’t
ner date until we’d been together for you wish on this?” ”

about nine months.” “Then he got down on one knee and asked me to marry him,” Miss

“It was weird,” Mr. Strom Stafford remembers. “I was totally surprised. I cried.”
Afterward, the couple went to the piano bar. Miss Stafford told the staff

that they had just gotten engaged. During the show, the players pulled Mr.

agrees. “For the first month or two we

KATHBYN STAFFORD & MICHAEL STROM were together, all our friends were
confused. Kathryn’s brother would Strom and Miss Stafford up on stage. They danced to Eric Clapton’s
“Wonderful Tonight.” “It was wonderful,” Miss Stafford confirms.

The couple plans to be married in September of next year at the Rancho

Met: August 2002
Engaged: June 24, 2004
Wedding: September 18, 2005

struck. “I went to UC Santa Barbara,”
Miiss Stafford continues. “After
graduated, I moved back to San

introduce us and say, ‘This is Mike’s
girlfriend.” Everybody was thinking, ‘I

thought she was off- limits.
When Mr. Strom graduated

Bernardo Winery. “It’ll be a pretty small wedding,” Miss Stafford predicts.

Diego. My brother was renting a “Probably about 100 people.”

( y brother’s friends
were off-limits,” says
Kathryn Stafford, 23,
as she explains the rules she later

room from the fraternity.” One night,
Miss Stafford’s brother, a bunch of his
friends, and Miss Stafford went to
Norma Jean’s, a College Area “super-

from State with a degree in business
and communications, the couple took
a trip to Cancun. They’ve gone on

several trips to Vegas. “We love to

When asked what she loves most about Mr. Strom, Miss Stafford

doesn’t hesitate. “He has a really good sense of humor. You never know what’s

going to come out of his mouth next. He’s never boring.”

Mr. Strom returns the favor. “Kathryn is super unselfish. She always

travel,” Miss Stafford confirms. “We
go to Vegas for Halloween. Last year,

broke. “He was in a fraternity at State. ~ dive.”

I used to hang around at the frat

thinks of herself last.” Mr. Strom pauses and shoots his beloved a grin. “And
“We were singing karaoke and she’s pretty damn fine, too.”
house when I was barely legal, go to he was Batman and I was Wonder
parties. I knew his fraternity brothers

were off-limits as far as dating was

playing pool,” Mr. Strom remembers. — Leslie Ryland

“I noticed Kathryn was a really good Woman.”

pool player. A hustler, you might This past spring, Mr. Strom Engaged? Tell us your story. Call the Lovers Lane voice mail at 619-235-3000 ext. 403

or e-mail us at loverslane@adelphia.net.

concerned.” say.”
Michael Strom knew the rules,

too. “Kathryn was definitely off-lim-

decided Vegas would be a good place

“I'm not a hustler,” Miss to propose. “We’d been shopping for

Stafford corrects her fiancé and rings,” Mr. Strom says. “It always Got babies? Tell us (and the world) why your precious pumpkin is so special. We'll

its,” Mr. Strom, 25, confirms. punches his arm. “I just played a lot turned into a big fight. You go into print your birth announcement and a photo for FREE. Call the Lovers Lane voice

The rules changed when love of pool in college and got to be pretty  these places that sell engagement mail at 619-235-3000 ext. 403 or e-mail us atloverslane@adelphia.net.
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Save hundreds of dollars at

@ indicates at least one North County
location

HEALTH & BEAUTY

A Beautiful Smile

Free dental exam & X-rays
A Better Tan

Free spray tan

@A Doctor’s Weight Loss Clinic
$55 off initial fees

Advanced Body Care Centers
Free microdermabrasion

@ Advanced Clinical Aesthetics
3 microdermabrasions $195

@ Advantage Laser Aesthetic Center
$50 off laser hair removal
Alexander’s Electrolysis

Free electrolysis

Always Tan

2 for 1Mystic Tan

Anti-Aging Arts

Botox $129 undiluted

Anti-Aging Haven

$215 Botox w/microdermabrasion
Arena Eyeworks Optometry

Contacts - exam, 6-mo. supply $119
Jean Claude Atelier

A day in heaven $99

Aztec Tan

Free Mystic Tan

Azure Salon

$110 off hair extensions

Beauty Forever
Eyelash perm & tint $75 (reg. $90

QBella Pelle Medical Spa
10% off laser hair removal

Beyond Body Wraps Center
Free Collagen Body Wrap

Bliss Skincare
$10 off Brazilian bikini wax

Brazilia Skin Care

Brazilian bikini wax $30

C13 Salon

10% off hair straightening
California HealthSpan Institute
1/2-price mesotherapy consult
Carlsbad Mineral Water Spa

Royal treatment spa pkg. $160
Carole & Debi Hairstylists

Free designer haircut (345 value)
Chi Skin, Body & Makeup

Free lip laser hair removal

Chula Vista Spa

$10 off T-hour massage

@ Complexions, Inc.

Facial, microderm. & massage $189
Cosmetic Laser Center of LaJolla

$50 off first treatment

Cosmetic Surgical Arts

Free consultation ($25 value)
Creative Cuts

10% off straight hair perm

@ Del Mar Plastic Surgery

3 microdermabrasions $199
Dental Implant Centers

Free dental implants

Dentistry of Old Town

In-office teeth whitening $375

Dr. Jefe’s Professional Body Piercing
$5 off any piercing

East County Vein & Liposculpture Center
Microderm. series, 5 for $400

Excellence in Aesthetics
50% off treatment

Extreme Smile Makeover

$750 off Invisalign

Family Dentistry

Free teeth whitening

@ General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Free dental implant consultation
Gilden Family Chiropractic

Free adjustment and consultation
Dr. Michael Goldsmid Optometry

$20 off eye exam

QHair Cand

$25 off hair extensions

Hair Sensation
$105 off hair extensions

Healing Hands
Facial, massage, hydro pkg. $175

Hollywood Tans

35 off UV-free instant tan
House of Hair

Complimentary haircut

Dr. Robert M. Howard Eyecare Plus
6 pr. disposable contacts for $119
Ideal Eyewear

$25 off purchase

Indigo

Free designer haircut

Inner Balance Massage

T-hour massage $44

I-Tan

3 months Mystic $149.95
@Kathy’s Garden

$10 off Saturday spa service

LaJolla SpaM.D.
$100 off laser hair removal

Laser Skin Rejuvenation

Laser facial rejuvenation $1500
Philip Levy, O.D.

$25 off eyeglasses

Massage Therapy Center

35 off any massage

Meridian Skin & Body Clinic

2 power or 2 chemical peels $111
Mesa Family Dentistry

Complete exam $39

Howard Milstein, M.D., & Associates
Laser hair removal $95

MPi Clinic, Inc.

$100 off Botox

My Nails Day Spa & Nail Salon

$150 photofacial

@ The New Look Salon & Day Spa
Microderm. oxygen facial iss
New Tan

Free tan

@ North Coast Medical Spa
Laser hair removal $250

Oriental Massage

$5 off acupressure

Oxford Hair Institute

500 free transplanted hairs
Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
Acupuncture $20

Q@ Parisa Dental Care
Dental exam & cleaning $49

The Private Gym

Free personal training session
QPro Tan

First tan free with coupon
Ralph’s Hair Place

$3 off haircut

@ Rancho Palomar Dental

Free child prophy

Edwin Reiner, MD

10% off all Jan Marini products
Rejuva Spa

$50 off Epilight hair removal

Ross Cosmetic Medical Group
10% off hair loss treatment
O Santé Day Spa

Couple’s Retreat $150

®San Zen

Free waxing

Drs. Selby & Mecklenborg
Contact lens exam $66

O Serenity Place Wellness Day Spa
$10 off massage or facial

Shelter Island Skin & Laser
Free laser hair removal treatment

Shumway Institute
Microdermabrasion 3 for $250

Skin Clinique
Free eyebrow wax
Sonya of London
Spa package $145
South Coast Tan
Free Mystic Tan
Suddenly Slimmer
$10 off “Fat-Burner Wrap”
Sunshine Dental
150 off Zoom whitenin
Symmetry Tanning and Day Spa
Free Magic Tan
Take Shape For Life
Free weight loss clinic
TanN Sea
3 free tans
TanLine
5 tans only $39.99
Tattoo Removal Laser Clinic
$25 consultation

@ Trends
20% off hair/skin service

@ 24 Hour Fitness

No enrollment fee, $19.99/month
@ 20/20 Skin Sorrento Mesa

Free inch-loss body wrap

ucp

10% off Medifast food

Urban Skin Care

$20 off Brazilian wax

VIP Salon & Day Spa

Free massage

Viva Wellness Medical Groups

Botox $88, Hylaform from $199

Votre Beauté

Free home care kit ($39.50 value)
Wellness & Longevity

$50 off weight loss exam

@ West Coast Eyecare

$10 off any product or service

World Spa
3 microdermabrasion MDs $149

A&E Forum
Free art lesson w/suppl

urchase

Action Cyclery
Free lifetime bike tune-ups

Bacchus Wine Market & Tasting Room
10% off all regularly priced wines

Candle & Gift Factory
Free candle

Carbolutions

$5 off low-carb food

The Carpet People

5% off purchase

DWD Door and Window Designs
Free entry door handle set
Enhancery Jewelers

20% off jewelry

Eyeglasses Galore

50% off designer sunglasses
Finders Keepers

25% off any jewelry item

Guitar Trader
Guitar strings: 3 for the price of 1

LaMesa Village Antiques
25% off antique garden items
La Vigne
2 off organic food products
Mattress Central
50% off any mattress
McKeever Publishing
20% off meditation/spiritual books

Off The Record
$2 off any new or used CD

Park Estate Company

25% off antique/estate furniture
@ The Pond Source

3 small koi $8

ORed Wing Shoes

$26 off all Red Wing shoes

O Spin Records

25% off used records & CDs

Stringbeanz Low Carb Foods

$5 off

Sunglass & Optical Warehouse
$15 off sunglasses

Tara Picture Frames

Free frame

Tikiland

20% off luau party rentals
@ 24-Hour PC Mobile Medic
1free hour repair service

Wine Steals
10% off case of wine

N ELECTRONICS g

ATS Computers, Inc.

Free computer diag. & cleanup
Car Audio Heaven

Autopage car alarm $169 installed

Page Me
Motorola T900 pager $84.99

Touchtone Wireless

$150 gift cert. for Atomic Clothing
WickedWorks

Auto alarm system $99 complete

N EVERYTHING ELSE__g

AAA Skydive SoCal

$40 off first jump

@ A1Bi-Plane Air Adventures
Free flight video
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Academy Rentals
Free trailer rental

Air Adventures Skydiving
$20 off any first-jump course
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@ Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Free private lesson

Atlas Tickets
Free delivery (310 savings)
The Boxing Club

Free private session & class
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The Comedy Store

2 for 1 admission
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O Gem Faire
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Get WE.T. Scuba

Free wet suit gloves

@ Johnny & Rani Dance
Private dance lesson $25
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$5 off pottery seminar
La Jolla Residential Mortgage
Free home appraisal
Miramar Speed Circuit

$5 off driving session
@ Mission Home Loans
50% off appraisal

Multi Media Arts

Free voiceover class

Pacific Beach Surf Shop
Free skate or bike rental

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum
Free train ride for child
Photopassport.com

Free photography consultation
O Real Personal Speed Dating

$5 off

San Diego Repertory Theatre
Half-price tickets

San Diego Surfing Academ

Free water photography
Sixth @ Penn Theatre

$2 off admission

Skateworld

2 for 1admission
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$15 off aerobatic glider ride
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$25 off freefall 1st jump course
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1free hour
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@ Voice Mail Depot
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DIARY OF A DIVA

by Barbarella

“If we would build on a sure foundation in friendship we
must love our friends for their sake rather than our own.”
— Charlotte Bronté

’ve never been interested in having a “group” of girl-
friends. Typically, I have one or two close female
friends. Girls en masse

always seem to deliver the
| was never same goods — drama.

While in college, I spent a lot
swooped upon (the of time at a house close to
campus where several young
fat chick rarely is), men lived, one for whom I
had a “thing.” Drinking,
so their pestering smoking, whatever we did
was always a blast until I
was not only introduced a female friend
into the mix. Weird things
annoying, it was a happen when boys smell
fresh meat and compete with
painful reminder each other to win the affec-
tions of the “new chick.”
that no one else Adding more than one
female at a time was even
was being pestered worse — both sexes would
vie for the attention of the

about me. same so-called “worthy”

catches. Romantic struggles

Womano a Womano

can destroy friendships; I
remained quiet about my
interests, though I’'m sure I
was more transparent than I
thought. Once I befriended
a group of guys from work.
I’d bring a girl to a party,
and, familiar with the pat-
tern, I was not surprised
when the single vultures
swooped in. Later, they
would probe me about their
chances with the new filly. I
was never swooped upon
(the fat chick rarely is), so
their pestering was not only
annoying, it was a painful
reminder that no one else
was being pestered about
me. At the time, this was
devastating. Looking back,
I’'m relieved I was spared the
theatrics of being center
stage to boys without know-
ing yet how to love and
respect myself.

I’ve always been

annoyed by women in large

groups. Add alcohol, and the resultis a
shrieking caterwaul that grates into the root of
every tooth in my mouth until my head is
pounding. For years, I found women so sim-
ple to read, to pick apart and analyze — but
only in packs, where behavior is relative and
therefore easier to decipher. Mano a mano
(or more accurately, womano a womano) was
a different story — without the distraction of
competition (either for a man’s attention or
for self-esteem obtained via superiority/inferi-
ority complexes), I was able to gain a new
understanding of friendship with the feminine
sex. Not the cliquey bullshit of high school,
not the sorority cattiness of college, and far
from the status-conscious crap of day-to-day
life. Just two women, voicing emotions,
putting words to ideas, and helping each other
to interpret their wants and desires.

In case you’re an oversexed man with
too little fodder for your masturbatory
machinations (you’ll have to wait until ’'m in
the mood to share those stories) this is not a
sexual thing. Aside from my sisters, my dear-
est female friend, whom I’ve known for
almost 10 years, is Stephanie. She has
watched me mature from a loud-mouthed,
inexperienced 18-year-old to a loud-
mouthed, high-maintenance, and a-little-too-
experienced 27-year-old. Regardless of my
antics, phases, and dramas, she miraculously
continues to see me.

Coincidentally, Stephanie thinks women

are drama too, but she still takes them in
larger doses than I do. For example, she
enjoys a monthly Bunco game with female
coworkers, whereas I’d prefer to sit at home
and read than listen to 20 women try to talk
over each other. Then again, I've never had
that many coworkers (male or female) that I
could tolerate, let alone party with. In our
years of friendship, Stephanie has shown me
how to be more accepting of others — she
likes someone until they prove themselves
unlikable; more often than not, ’'m the other
way around. She’ll try anything, she’s open
to suggestions, and she’s disarming in her
honesty. Her philosophy is “The more the
merrier,” whereas I think “The fewer, the
more exclusive.”

In many ways, I want to be like her. I
surround myself with people who possess the
traits I want, people who make me think,
“Man, I wish I could be, think, act, write,
speak, feel — like that.” 'm not the most
thoughtful person I know. I'm sure this is
difficult to believe (seeing as I only write
about myself), but it’s true: I'm self-
absorbed, self-centered, and self-assured. It
amazes me that despite my self-obsessed con-
cerns, someone could actually want to be
around me. Regardless of my perceived self-
awareness, I was in the dark about these eye-
opening facts for a long time. During a
recent self-analytical moment, I asked David
what he thinks I like to talk about, and his
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answer stunned me:
“Yourself, babe. You like to
talk about yourself.” Um,
yeah, but... Shit. He’s right, 1
thought. I was mortified.

I thought about the
female friends in my life,
each with their own group
of girlfriends. A common
thread materialized so clear-
ly I could have sewn with it
(that is, if I were domestic
enough to know how) —
not one of the women I love
is half as self-absorbed as I
am. They all share the trait
I never acquired — selfless-
ness. Well, sure, of course!
It’s no wonder I don’t like
to sit amidst a room of
clucking hens; in such a sce-
nario my own clucking is
hard to hear. If I want to
keep the wonderful friends I
have, I know this is some-
thing I must fix. The plan:
to make a concerted effort
to not talk about myself
when I'm with girlfriends
and to be the friend they
have been to me.

Last week, Stephanie
invited me over for dinner
and a movie. I was excited
to spend time with her; we
hardly get to see each other
because of our busy sched-
ules. On the day of our date,
she called me and suggested
we invite some mutual
friends to join us. My gut
reaction was to respond with
a thoughtless remark
intended to dissuade her —
to keep her to myself and
avoid a group of women at
all costs. However, when she
listed the few names she had
considered, I held my
tongue; these were all
women I would enjoy seeing.

I was even disappoint-
ed when one of the women
Stephanie invited told us she
couldn’t make it, so I invit-
ed my sister Jennifer in her

place. After dinner, while

Roof ¢ Hit
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the four of us were watching
Dirty Dancing: Havana
Nights (don’t ask), I looked
at the faces in the dark room
and thought, I enjoy the
company of women. I don’t
dislike groups of women; I
dislike particular women in
groups — ladies who exhibit
those traits [ wish I didn’t
have.

Renee was sighing
heavily at the characters on
the screen — she’d have
preferred a horror or sci-fi
flick. So that we could fur-
ther enjoy her company, she
endured her suffering
(either that, or she has a
secret fetish for B-movie
chick flicks). Jenny sat next
to me, and I tortured her
with crude comments and
nasty speculations about the
film’s starlet.

Stephanie sat in a bean
bag on the floor, having
given up her couch to her
guests. I still wanted one-
on-one time with her, but I
knew we’d have other
opportunities. In the mean-
time, I was happy to be in
her home, viewing the “not
really a sequel” to the movie
she forced me to watch three
times in one week when we
lived in L.A. Secretly watch-
ing her in the flickering
light, I thought of stories
we’ve shared and those we
created together, parties
we’ve hosted and those
we’ve crashed, men we’ve
dated and those we’ve loved.

Maybe I've been too
harsh on women in my
efforts to be the best me. As
the essayist Joseph Addison
wrote, “True happiness...
arises, in the first place, from
the enjoyment of one’s self,
and in the next, from the
friendship and conversation
of a few select companions.”

The truth is, I’d be lost
without my girlfriends. m
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH: SASHA AND SETH FERA-SCHANES, c. 1987

TWO MEN

and their

COMIC BOOKS

At one time, nearly all American comic books were created in
New York City, distributed by union trucking firms,

and sold on newsstands or in convenience stores. Only a few
dozen comic-book stores existed. Throughout the ’60s and *70s,
two New York publishers had a stranglehold on comic produc-
tion — Marvel (birthplace of Spider-Man and the Hulk) and
DC (Superman and Batman’s home turf). Few competitors in
the four-color field managed to swipe more than crumbs from
the $400 million annual pie, either on the publishing side or in
newsstand distribution, the latter business having reputed

mob-related monopolies.

Then along came Bill and Steve
Schanes.

The siblings opened their first Pacific
Comics retail store on Cass Street in P.B. in
1974, when Steve was 20 years old and Bill
16. “We started as a mail-order company,
selling to consumers via ads in the Comics
Buyer’s Guide,” says Bill. “Later on, we took
out full-page ads inside Marvel comics. As
our business built up, we decided to add
some retail stores, and as that built up, we
realized that we couldn’t get merchandise
for our stores, so we opened up a distribu-
torship...other stores in the area didn’t
have a distributor to buy from, so they
started ordering from us.”

Due in no small part to the success of
fantasy-themed movies like Superman and
Star Wars, comics geared toward older
readers were selling in record numbers,
earning mainstream press, and becoming

Steve and Bill Schanes, 2003

popular — and collectible — with adults
and teenagers. To service the growing net-
work of comic-book stores, Pacific
expanded its distribution nationwide, after
raising $200,000 by closing its four San
Diego retail locations and selling off inven-
tory. The Schaneses’ rise in the industry
put them atop a brand-new distribution
network that would be called the “direct
market,” i.e., comic publishers bypassing
the traditional distributors and making
direct sales to comic shops through inde-
pendent distributors like Pacific.

The explosion of comic shops from
the late ’70s onward was essentially made
possible by the Schanes brothers and rivals
such as Phil Seuling and his East Coast
Seagate Distribution (begun in 1974).
Direct-market distributors serviced comic
shops almost exclusively, offering comics
at a much cheaper nonreturnable rate than




did newsstand distributors. Retailers had the luxury
of pre-ordering comics and keeping their extra
copies to sell later as backstock, thus enabling collec-
tors to purchase older issues of their favorite titles.
Retailers could make a 40 percent profit on new
comics instead of the usual 20 percent, then earn
even more by marking up the older (and ostensibly
rarer) leftover “back issues.”

By 1980, around 1500 comic or fantasy-related
specialty shops operated nationwide, many of them
part of multistore chains, up from an estimated 200
or 300 in 1974. Pacific was operating out of a 2200-
square-foot office-warehouse on Ronson Road in
Kearny Mesa. The company had 500 wholesale
accounts and grossed just under a million dollars
that year, according to Steve. It soon rented an adja-
cent 2200-square-foot space as well.

Of course, Pacific’s pipeline from the publishers
direct to comic shops cut out the distribution firms
that had long been supplying comics to retailers,
under long-standing union contracts.

Greg Pharis ran a shop in Kensington called
Golden State Comics. Currently the owner of San
Diego Comics, near SDSU, Pharis recalls, “Steve was
really worried about rumors that guys from the local
ARA [periodical distributors], which was said to be
Mafia controlled, were out to get him and Bill. He

told me once that someone had knocked out his win-

dows and he’d been personally threatened a few
times. ..he was obviously anxious and scared, right-
fully so, but you could tell he was also a little pleased
and proud that he’d gotten the big guys’ attention in
such a big way”

Underground comic icon Robert Crumb once spent

a cday in the back warehouse with us, autographing

plates in an art portfolio containing prints by him

and various other artists.

American Splendor in 1975, and Dave Sim’s Cerebus
the Aardvark in late 1977. Wendy and Richard Pini’s
Elfquest and Eclipse Comics’ first publication, Sabre,
both started in 1978, Raw premiered in 1980, and
Zap Comix creator Robert Crumb launched his mag-
azine-sized comic anthology Weirdo in 1981.

Also in 1981, rival distributor Capital City
launched its own black-and-white title, Nexus, a
futuristic superhero series by Mike Baron and Steve
Rude. With their own distribution network already
in place, the Schanes brothers decided they were in a
perfect position to become publishers themselves.
This seemed unlikely, given their modest financial
means — they were still paying off debt from a
$300,000 bank loan taken out in 1979 at 25 percent
interest — but the brothers were industrious, not to
mention ballsy.

Interviewed in October 2003, Steve Schanes
explains, “I figured if you want to get people’s atten-
tion with a new comic book, who better to do it with

guy, completely accessible. ..we negotiated a whole
detailed publishing deal between the two of us. No
middlemen”

Jack Kirby was living in Thousand Oaks and
doing animation designs for TV shows like Thundarr
the Barbarian. He'd basically quit the comic business
in 1977, after having received little more than a
weekly salary since the *40s, despite creating or cocre-
ating iconic characters Captain America, the Hulk,
the Boy Commandos, and the Silver Surfer. Kirby
received no money from the spin-off comics,
reprints, TV shows, cartoons, or movies, nor from
the lunch boxes, action figures, board games, Hal-
loween costumes, trading cards, posters, buttons, T-
shirts, footie pajamas, or Underoos.

This was because creators at Marvel and DC
labored on a “work for hire” basis; they were paid a
per-page rate and forced to sign contracts that
granted them no proprietary rights to their own cre-
ations. To cash their paychecks, they had to waive all

Pacific’s distributorship thrived in part because it
carried titles produced specifically for the direct mar-
ket — Jack Katz’s First Kingdom had debuted in 1974,

than the King of Comics, Jack Kirby! We were already
friends with Jack. We used to send him free copies of
comics he’d drawn for other publishers because they

rights to their work, even to characters, story lines,
and entire series they had thought up and developed.
The publisher owned it all, right down to the original

Arcade (edited by Bill “Zippy the Pinhead” Griffith
and Art “Maus” Spiegelman) and Harvey Pekar’s

never sent him any! So I just went ahead and called
him on the phone, and he turned out to be a nice

hand-drawn artwork, and the notion of royalties was
unheard of.
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Fire Dispatcher, Fred Grant, talked a desperate family through the unexpected birth of their child.

I I
aving lives
one phone call at a time

Fred Grant is trained to do more than get a fire truck quickly to your
home. He's also able to help callers handle unusual events - like the
unexpected arrival of a new family member with no doctor at hand.

The San Diego Municipal Employees Association is proud to represent
6,000 people behind the scenes in San Diego City government.
Everyday workers doing an extraordinary job — helping make San Diego
“America’s Finest City.” Working on behalf of one million City residents
and millions of visitors.

It's our job to make sure that employees are treated fairly on the
job, and that pay, pension, and health benefits match their skills and
experience.

That's why we urge caution on changes to the City Pension Plan —

to make sure we help San Diego attract and keep excellent public
servants. Everyday heroes working to give our customers — the
neighbors, friends and families we have pledged to serve — good value
for their hard-earned tax dollar.

UNION

San Diego Municipal Employees Association
Working to keep San Diego “America’s Finest City”

RINCE 18306

The Schaneses told
Kirby that they wanted
only publishing rights to
new works; he could
keep ownership of any-
thing new and copy-
rightable he created.
They’d even help him
license characters for use
overseas or in television,
film, or other media.
Pacific was also the first
company to offer Kirby
royalty payments
according to a comic’s
sales figures: 8 cents on
the dollar and 10 cents
for comics selling over
100,000 copies. If Marvel
comics, selling around
150,000 copies on aver-
age, had offered royalties
akin to Pacific’s, this
would have worked out
to $13,000 in payments
to the artist.

But this was not
done in comics previous
to Pacific. In the *70s,
Superman creators Jerry
Siegel and Joe Shuster
had to sue DC Comics
just to get meager finan-
cial compensation and
byline credit for their bil-

lion-dollar creation
(each settled for $30,000
annual lifetime pay-
ments — Siegel and
Shuster were both 17
years old in 1939, when
DC paid them $200 for
the rights to Superman).

Kirby had a partially
drawn project called
“Captain Victory and the
Galactic Rangers,” origi-
nally the storyboard to a
proposed screenplay and
then planned as a book-
length graphic novel
with no publisher in
mind. The artist was
happy to let the Schane-
ses break up his story
line into chapters —
with Pacific staffers and
freelancers inking and
coloring the artwork to
present Captain Victory
as a bimonthly comic-
book serial.

The first issue of
Captain Victory hit
comic shops in August
1981, selling around
70,000 copies. “Those
were incredible num-
bers, right up there with
Marvel and DC,” Steve
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Schanes informs me.
Within six months, cir-
culation was up to
85,000 per issue, and the
comic had been licensed
for publication in seven
foreign countries. The
third issue of Captain
Victory netted Kirby a
$6000 royalty check, and
Pacific’s publishing and
distribution ventures
together that year
grossed about $1.2
million.

1981 — The Year in
Comics: Marvel takes
notice of the growing
direct market and pro-
duces a title specifically
for comic shops — Daz-
zler #1, with a roller-skat-
ing heroine, sells 400,000
copies, about twice nor-
mal for a Marvel comic.
Pacific Comics Distribu-
tion circulates 28,000
copies. Artist Frank Miller
(whod go on to revolu-
tionize the Batman char-
acter in the Dark Knight
Returns series) writes
Daredevil, initiating a
trend toward grim, urban

AS EASY AS xA, xB, tC.

story lines. John “X-Men”
Byrne begins writing and
drawing The Fantastic
Four. The Flash hits issue
#300. Dean and Jan Mul-
laney found Eclipse Mag-
azine, an independent
black-and-white series.
Midwest distributor Big
Rapids goes under — two
former employees, John
Davis and Milton Griepp,
form Capital City Distri-
bution, headquartered in
Madison, Wisconsin.

Steve Schanes says it fell
upon him to find and
negotiate deals with cre-
ators, while brother Bill
took on the nuts-and-
bolts aspects of business
and accounting. “T just
was a little older, with a
little better vocabulary,
not any smarter than
Bill — he’s as smart as
they come — but I was a
little more comfortable
on the phone. And also I
have a background in
art, | have a degree in
sculpture...so 'm very
familiar with the terms
of art, its vocabulary and

how art is done, and that
gave me insight into
artists. It was natural that
I was the one to talk to
the creators.”

Jack Kirby agreed to
let Pacific publish a sec-
ond creation, Silver Star,
and the Schaneses began
to envision a line of
comics representing a

Steve Schanes, 1987

variety of genres. Not
esoteric black-and-white
low-print-run under-
ground comics like those
being self-published by
Robert Crumb and other
West Coast contempo-
raries in San Francisco
and L.A., but full-color
titles that emulated —
maybe even competed
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with — the mainstream
superhero comics from
Marvel and DC. To that
end, the Schaneses put
out word that they were
open to pitches, from
pros and novices alike.
Oftered the chance to
own and profit from
their own creations, top-
name talents from the
Big Two were soon talk-
ing to Pacific.

Mike Grell was
drawing the syndicated
Tarzan comic strip and
had written and drawn
about 50 issues of the
popular Warlord comic,
a series he created for
DC Comics under work-
for-hire, when Steve
Schanes first contacted
him. “I was actually the
first person to sign with
them,” says Grell. “Jack
Kirby signed a couple of
weeks later. But because
Jack was Jack, he'd draw
half a book while we
were speaking! [laugh-
ter] He delivered his first,
and it was printed first,
but I was actually the
first person to sign.”

Grell recalls, “T had
Starslayer originally
planned as a DC project,
and it was destined to be
a direct counterpoint of
Warlord. Instead of a
modern man in a primi-
tive society, I decided to
go the other way around
and take a primitive man
and put him into the
middle of a very futuris-
tic society and watch
what happened there. It
was actually on the
schedule at DC...it had
been announced, but it
fell by the wayside. So
Steve and Bill knew
about Starslayer, and
they said, T understand
you have a project, and
we’'d be very interested in
having you come over
and doit’”

Dave Stevens
received a similar invite.
An aspiring comic artist
who’d shopped at
Pacific’s retail stores,
Stevens met with the
Schaneses at the 1981
San Diego Comic-Con,
just weeks after Captain
Victory hit comic shops

what moves you
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and as Mike Grell’s
Starslayer was being
launched. “The only rea-
son [ was even
approached,” Stevens
says on his website, “was
because Grell’s second
issue was shy a few pages
and they had to fill those
pages with something
and they knew that I
drew...they made the
offer, ‘Do whatever you
want, but we need two
installments of six pages.
So I'said I'd see what I
could come up with and
went home and started
kicking around some
ideas.”

After doing a pro-
motional character
drawing, Stevens devised
his adventure strip, The
Rocketeer, around that
sketch: in Los Angeles in
the 1930s, pilot Cliff Sec-
ord stumbles on a futur-
istic rocket pack, begin-
ning an incredible
world-spanning adven-
ture. “It was my own
personal homage to
Commando Cody and
all the other [movie]

serial heroes of that era.
I’d always been a huge
fan of the serials. I loved
all those edge-of-your-
seat, cliff-hanging chap-
ter plays...I wanted to
do a real period aviation
strip but with one small
element of science fic-
tion added — the rocket
pack! So I came up with
the outfit and the name.
You know, a funny take
on the word ‘racketeer’:
‘The Rocketeer’ I
thought it sounded
catchy, and the drawing
seemed to work.”
Stevens considered
the strip as filler for Mike
Grell’s sci-fi comic,
unaware that an ad for
The Rocketeer in the back
of Starslayer #1 had
already generated letters
from readers. The serial
debuted in issue #2. “I
just had fun with it. The
Schaneses liked it, but
nobody made a big deal
about it. Well, by the
time the second install-
ment came out, it was
suddenly a very big deal,
because Pacific had got-
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ten a ton of mail over
it...the immediate
thought was that they
had a potential cash
cow.”

The majority of the
meat from that cow
eventually went to cre-
ator Stevens, not to the
Schaneses, especially
after the Village Voice
called Rocketeer “The
greatest comic book in
the world,” and even
more so in 1991 when
The Rocketeer became a
high-profile Hollywood
film. In 1981, however,
when the character was
chosen to headline the
new Pacific Presents
anthology title, Stevens
says, “At the time, it was a
flat rate of $100 to $150
per page for everything:
art, story, pencils, letter-
ing, coloring, everything,
‘in advance against roy-
alties’...I never viewed it
as a job, per se. It was
just something I was
doing for myself, on my
off-hours from advertis-
ing. I wasn’t looking at it
seriously in any financial

sense at all. It was, like,
bus fare”

Stevens says he
could have made money
had he been willing to
drop everything and
work full-time for the
Schaneses, but he’d
already signed an agree-
ment to do some 30
book illustrations for
another publisher, and
six months passed
between Rocketeer
installments in Pacific
Presents #1 and #2. This
killed sales momentum.
“I gave it a shot and tried
to give them what they
wanted in a reasonable
amount of time, but I
just wasn’t able to. So,
since Pacific couldn’t get
a regular, monthly book
out of me, they quickly
created another charac-
ter called Cliffthanger,
written by Bruce Jones
and drawn by Al
Williamson. Then they
had another guy come in
and do a book called
Crash Ryan, which was
just [another] Rocketeer
clone. It was strange to

Unpublished cover of fifth issue of Rocketeer

see what I'd done being
almost copied in a sense
by my own publisher
trying to tap the same
audience for quick sales.
I guess I shouldn’t have
been so surprised — that

is the nature of
publishing.”

1982 — The Year in
Comics: Camelot 3000, a
12-issue maxi-series, 1s
the first comic DC pro-
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duces exclusively for the
direct market. Marvel
caters to comic collectors
with Wolverine, a four-
issue X-Men spin-off- G.1.
Joe comics outsell X-Men
and Superman (whose
sales hover around
200,000 per issue). For-
mer Marvel creator Steve
Gerber is suing the pub-
lisher over rights to a
character he created,
Howard the Duck. Slice-
of-life series Love and
Rockets (Fantagraphics)
by the Hernandez broth-
ers debuts. New indie
publisher First Comics
lures famed Dr. Strange
artist Frank Brunner to
do a new fantasy series,
Warp. To stop the flood of
defecting creators, DC
Comics begins offering
royalties to artists and
writers of regular news-
stand comics that sell
more than 100,000
copies — about 5 percent
of the 60-cent cover

price — with Marvel
soon following suit. Epic
Magazine is Marvel’s
sanitized version of Heavy

Metal, with the anthol-
0gy’s creators receiving
royalty payments based
on sales.

I bought my first fistful
of Pacific Comics at the
1982 San Diego Comic-
Con (where Dave
Stevens won a Russ
Manning Memorial
Award as Most Promis-
ing New Artist). An
aspiring comic artist
myself, I was still 7 years
away from my first pro-
fessional assignment and
14 years away from
launching the “Over-
heard in San Diego”
comic strip for the
Reader. I'd end up work-
ing on around 300 comic
books, from a variety of
publishing companies,
including one I headed
up — Revolutionary
Comics — and one I
owned — Re-Visionary
Press — but at that time
I was just another Jack
Kirby fan who felt a thrill
upon finding not only a
new Kirby comic but
one apparently released

what moves you
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by a San Diego pub-
lisher. I paid my buck-a-
pop and sat down to
devour the first few Cap-
tain Victory issues on a
busy staircase outside the
dealer’s room. The thrill
quickly faded.

Kirby was 76 years

old, two or three genera-
tions out of touch with
his audience. Captain
Victory reeks of unhip
dialogue steeped in *60s
kid-show tradition. If
you doubt how bad the
comic is, that first issue
contains the line “You

can bet your rootie toot
tooties 'm a real alien!”
Issue #4 introduces a
troll-like character with a
big red nose and 3-D
glasses in a cringeworthy
cover blurb reading, “Are
you ready for the Goo-
zlebobber!?!” Not Kirby’s

best work — some
would say it’s his

worst — but it wasn’t as
delusional as the Devil
Dinosaur (and Moon-
Boy) series he did for
Marvel in 1978, rejected
after nine issues by read-
ers and employers alike.

With Captain Victory,
along with Kirby’s
equally joyless follow-up
title Silver Star, now
exposed to critical
scrutiny, the comic-book
kingdom could no
longer ignore the fact
that its king had lost his
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crown. Letters printed in
later issues confirmed
that readers were
scratching their heads,
not sure what to make of
the return of King Kirby
or of this new company,
Pacific Comics.
Irrespective of
hastily drawn artwork,
the poor visuals of Cap-
tain Victory weren’t
entirely Kirby’s fault.
Early issues were printed
on porous newsprint
that absorbed the color
ink, making for muddy
and often illegible pages.
Even the initial prepro-
duction coloring was
problematic, since
nobody at Pacific had
ever worked on a color
comic book before.
Steve Oliff was free-
lancing at Marvel when
Pacific contacted him to
do catalog covers and to
color Frank Cirocco’s
artwork for a set of Lord
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of the Rings portfolio
prints. The Schaneses
chose Oliff as the colorist
for flagship titles Captain
Victory and Starslayer. “It
was the first time I'd
tried flat, coded, hand
separated color,” he
recalls in an essay posted
on his olyoptics.com web-
site. “T had visions of
doing flat color like it
had never been done
before by using some of
the full-color tricks I'd
learned on the Hulk and
Moon Knight. 1 even
went so far as to add
Zip-a-tone [pasted-on
dot patterns] to Jack’s
original art on Captain
Victory #1 to get the
added tonal values. My
good intentions aside,
the coloring came out
dark and muddy rather
than dramatic and
moody.

“It [ Captain Victory)

wasn'’t the best story Jack
ever wrote, and I'm
afraid I really wasn’t giv-
ing it the look he
wanted, so he fired me.
I've never really been
comfortable with flat
color. Even though it was
a shock to be fired by a
boyhood idol, I probably
deserved it. I still had
Mike Grell’s book, and I
had some small side pro-
jects, so I just kept on
searching for more full-
color work.” Oliff and his
Olyoptics firm went on
to color Marvel’s X-Men:
God Loves, Man Kills
graphic novel, becoming
one of the industry’s
most prolific and
acclaimed production
houses. Captain Victory
ran for a total of 13 regu-
lar comic issues and a
one-shot special.

“At that time,” says
Steve Schanes, “Marvel

and DC were printing
on the cheapest low-end
newsprint paper with the
most economical ink.
We started experiment-
ing, partly because we
didn’t know any better,
with upgraded paper
and ink. We went from
standard newsprint to
Mando book stock,
coated covers, and then
something called Baxter
paper, perfectly white so
that the inks don’t bleed
and the colors appear
perfectly bright and
almost three-dimen-
sional. Our comics
ended up looking far
superior to what Marvel
and DC were putting
out”
Seeing the enthusi-
asm and the sales gener-
ated by comic-book
shops, Marvel and DC
began producing comics
for the new, mostly adult
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and well-monied mar-
ketplace. Pacific’s success
in attracting top creators
and generating sales
forced Marvel and DC to
play catch-up with
Pacific by granting cre-
ator rights, paying royal-
ties on sales, and
upgrading printing pro-
cesses and paper stock.
The Big Two flooded the
direct-sales market with
glossy offerings, and
Marvel even started up a
creator-owned line
known as Epic Comics
with longtime comics
editor Archie Goodwin
at the helm.

Pacific continued
distributing merchandise
from others as well as
publishing its own
comics, running both
companies out of a
17,000-square-foot
office-warehouse where
they’d moved in July
1982, just off Miramar
Road at 8423 Production
Avenue. That same year,
the Schaneses purchased
a firehouse in Steeleville,
Ilinois, for $50,100, near

World Color Press in
Sparta, where the major-
ity of U.S. comic books
were printed. Pacific
converted the firehouse
into a distribution hub.
It was also operating

warehouses in L.A. and
Phoenix at the time.
The Schaneses were
printing about 500,000
comic books in Sparta
every month. They
employed around 40
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people at their San Diego
operation alone. Steve
Schanes told the Reader
in a September 1982
cover story, “Two Boys
and Their Comic
Books,” that Pacific had
already grossed $3.5 mil-
lion that year and

expected to take in over
$5 million in 1983.

I caught that Reader
article and determined
that I would get a job at
Pacific Comics.

Arnold Henning, a
friend of a mutual
friend, worked as

Pacific’s foreign shipping
manager. Promising to
recommend me for the
next available gig in his
department, Henning
invited me up to the
Production Avenue
headquarters to take a
tour of the warehouse. I

was in nerd nirvana,
shuffling around wide-
eyed and speechless as I
checked out the seem-
ingly endless, depthless
shelves overflowing with
new comics, graphic
novels, magazines, toys,
Japanese models, and
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hundreds of other items,
including years’ worth of
back issues of Cerebus,
Zap Comix, and The
Fabulous Furry Freak
Brothers. Pacific-pub-
lished comics in sealed
boxes were stacked up by

the palletload and being
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shuffled around by guys
on forklifts. About a half
dozen employees packed
customer orders in vari-
ous departments spread
out over two floor levels
in the warehouse. I
didn’t step into the
offices in front of the
building until several
weeks later, when I was
invited by Bill Schanes in
response to a playfully
constructed résumé I'd
sent comprising draw-
ings of various Pacific
comic characters
extolling the virtues of
my work ethic and expe-
rience via hand-drawn
word balloons.

Bill hired me as a
shipping and receiving
clerk. My job involved
filling orders from back-
stock and breaking up
shipments of new
comics from dozens of
publishers once a week.
This last endeavor, “new-
comic day,” was every-
one’s favorite part of the
workweek. The center
aisle of the warehouse
would be filled with rows
and rows of brand-new
issues, sometimes even
overseas and under-
ground comics, all fresh
from the presses and
smelling of damp ink
and newsprint. First we
had to fill invoices for
San Diego customers,
who’d be pounding at
the door in a few hours
to get their goodies in
order to open their
shops, but then there was
time to read the comics,

42 San Diego Reader August 19, 2004

s Kirchens with L ;*1_1::!1||.".| Applianoes = Designer Kilchens with
Stainless Steel Applances

= Crown Molding

to catch up on the
numerous titles and
types of creative offer-
ings coming out from

* Flush Carpeting Throughous

= Lush Courryaed with Serere Foumtain

Studios, 1 bed/1 ha

2 bed/1 ba

publishers and produc-
Phase 1 Selling Fast! New Incentive Release! ers a(ll)over the Ellanetl.(
T B73] Graves Avenue 8213 Jade Coa=t Road n_atyplc work-
D h h NE Santee. L& 92071 - Cl Sany Diesn. CA 92128 day, I mlght be puttmg
ddce et

Vl I.. ]_. A S *  Cemral Air Cendidoning & Heating

= Spaciows Balconies or Patios

together sets of Elfquest
magazines for an
account in Germany or
designing a start-up rack
with Mobile Suit Gun-
dam blueprints, Battle of
the Planets toys, and
Speed Racer Viewmaster
reels for a local retail
store about to go into
Japanimation. Or I could
be standing in an assem-
bly line, going through
hand-drawn animation
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cels from the movie
Heavy Metal and throw-
ing away damaged or
chipped cels, stuffing the
rest into portfolio pack-
ets printed by the
Schaneses (they’d
bought a huge stash of
production cels from the
film company). Of
course, we put aside
ports with the best cels
for ourselves, using our
25 percent employee dis-
count to pay only $56.25
(retail $75.00) for ten
complete cels — today,
Heavy Metal animation
cels go for $500 to $2000
each.

During my first few
weeks at Pacific, I was
given a peek at the pro-
duction side of the busi-
ness by new colorist Paul
Tallerday. He took me
into the artroom to show
me a seat-of-the-pants
technique he was using
to add flesh tone to a
drawing by Gray Mor-
row for the cover of the
artist’s new Pacific series
Edge of Chaos. Tallerday
took a clear sheet with a
line drawing of a bare-
chested male centaur
and laid it over a Playboy
centerfold photo, the
woman’s midriff seen
through the clear acetate
and forming what now
looked like the texture of
the centaur’s back. “I'm
just now figuring out
how to shoot this stuff
on the camera,” he
admitted. “T have no idea
what 'm doing, but this
seems to work, doesn’t
it?” I had to admit that it
did, marveling at the
inventive low-tech verve
it took to just jump in
and do something,
learning how to do so as
you go along. That was

the vibe in the front
office at Pacific—a
bunch of overgrown kids
whose clubhouse had
suddenly, overnight,
become a corporation, a
corporation that pub-
lished upward of a dozen
comic books each
month.

It didn’t feel like a
corporation, however —
running the company
had become a family
affair, with the duo’s
father, Steven E. Schanes,
hired in 1982 as financial
vice president and
mother Christine Marra
serving as office man-
ager. Bill and Steve’s
older brother Paul
(everyone called him
Pablo) quit his job as a
welder to work in the
financial records depart-
ment, and sister Chris,
an L.A.-based attorney,
provided counsel on
legal affairs. The pay was
good (I started at $6.50
an hour), and it was a
more than pleasant
workplace atmosphere,
and not just because of
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the endless supply of
reading material.

Underground comic
icon Robert Crumb once
spent a day in the back
warehouse with us, auto-
graphing plates in an art
portfolio containing
prints by him and vari-
ous other artists. The
creator of Mr. Natural
and Fritz the Cat and the
cofounder of the original
Zap Comix stubbornly
insisted on signing with
a pencil rather than a
pen, causing many of his
plates to get smudged
and discarded. “T didn’t
even want to do this, but
it’s the only way I can get
paid,” he told us. “T hate
my fans, I hate auto-
graph collectors, and I
hope every one of my
signatures rubs off later”
I was starstruck. Meeting
the wizened little guy in
the wrinkled suit was
like meeting a comic
character — he looked
just the way he drew

himself in his strips. Not
only that, he smelled the
way you'd expect Robert
Crumb to smell. His per-
sonal aroma was a mix-
ture of moldy paper,
crotch sweat, dusty old
78 rpm record jackets,
decaying food, and pow-
erful four-alarm head-
to-toe B.O,, surely
adopted to shun interac-
tion with other human
beings, the bulk of
whom he despised.

It was even more
exciting to meet main-
stream comic artist Neal
Adams. His influential
art style — realistic,
fluid, and dynamic,
whether depicting sub-
tleties such as facial
expressions or exaggerat-
edly violent action
sequences — is credited
with rejuvenating DC
comics like Batman and
Green Lantern/Green
Arrow. Adams came to
Pacific’s office with an
art portfolio he’d pub-

lished himself in 1979,
“The New Heroes,” con-
taining a drawing of an
ecologically correct

superhero he was calling
Ms. Mystic, which Pacific
agreed to publish as a
series. The first ad in

Captain Victory #2 read,

proportions, in keeping

“Against all the forces with the larger-than-life
that set to despoil all that four-color heroes he

is good in nature illustrated. The thing was
stands. ..Ms. Mystic!” like a roll of tarpaper
The series was originally with an ash on the end.
announced for release You practically needed
“sometime in 1982 Art- fireplace tongs for the
work dribbled in a few roach clip. After eschew-
pages per quarter, and ing oxygen for the ten

the comic finally came
out in September ’82. It

minutes it took to toast
the monster joint, we all

would be the end of stumbled back into the
1983 before Adams building, squinting and
would finish enough giggling and reeking like
pages to publish a sec- Tommy Chong’s beard.
ond issue. To my amazement,

One afternoon dur-
ing this period while vis-

Adams made at least
four more trips to the

iting the office, Adams tracks that afternoon,
agreed to step out to the though only one staffer
railroad tracks behind to my knowledge man-
the warehouse with sev- aged to accompany him
eral staffers to get high. every time and appar-
After the five of us ently keep up with his
passed around a hastily prodigious intake. I was
rolled joint, Adams so zoned I could barely
pulled out a candlestick- tell Robotech from Bat-
sized metal box from his tletech from Star Trek. 1
pants pocket and now understood why

removed his own super-
doobie, a joint of heroic

there was a full year
between issues #1 and #2
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of Ms Mystic.

The editorials for
Pacific’s comics were
written by a shaggy,
bearded, and bespecta-
cled guy in the front
office named David
Scroggy. If you knew
him back then, you
won’t be surprised to
learn that he was the
staffer who made it to
the railroad tracks all five
times with Neal Adams.
Scroggy had been work-
ing in comics since 1975
as a retailer and had
been general manager in
the late *70s of Pacific’s
four San Diego stores (at
SDSU, and in P.B,,
Clairemont, and Ocean-
side). He proved to be a
great go-between in
working with often tem-
peramental and almost
always ego-fragile cre-
ators, helping to bring to
Pacific one of comic-
dom’s most reclusive
artists, Steve Ditko,
cocreator of Spider-Man
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and Doctor Strange. “He
has created an entirely
original, decidedly dif-
ferent character for your
enjoyment: The Missing
Man,” Scroggy
announced in a July ’82
editorial. “We will pre-
view The Missing Man
in the next issue of Cap-
tain Victory.. .after his
debut in Captain Victory
#6, The Missing Man
will be featured in a new
title: Pacific Presents. This
will be a ‘three-shot’
mini-series. ..so our line
is growing, slowly but
surely. We have some
outstanding projects in
the works, featuring
some of the greatest tal-
ents in the world of
comics. Stick with us for
an exciting and surprise-
filled year.”

Steve Ditko ranks
among the most talented
comic creators ever, and
this Missing Man was a
surprise, if not very
exciting. Like Kirby’s ’80s
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work, Ditko’s offering
wasn’t “retro” enough to
be quaint, and yet it was
far too removed from his
classic Marvel work two
decades earlier to appeal
to fans expecting that
sort of minimalist super-
hero adventuring. Miss-
ing Man was ostensibly a
private detective, drawn
as a mostly transparent
character — nothing but
hair, ears, arms, legs, and
a set of glasses hanging
suspended in midair
where his face ought to
be. The script, by Mark
Evanier, had people
standing around a lot
with dopey “Wot the...”
expressions, saying
things to each other like
“He’s here and yet he’s
not here. I don’t know
where to stab!” Subse-
quent Missing Man sto-
ries in Pacific Presents
were increasingly inco-
herent, and the series
disappeared after issue
#3.

1983 — The Year in
Comics: With the success
of the direct market, new
publishers emerge. Cana-
dian artist Dave Sim, cre-
ator of Cerebus the Aard-
vark, begins his own pub-
lishing imprint, Aard-
vark-Vanaheim, to pre-
sent comics by indie
artists, such as Neil the
Horse by Arn Saba and
Flaming Carrot by Bob
Burden. The motion pic-
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ture Superman III, fea-
turing Richard Pryor,
marks the rapid descent of
DC/Warners film fran-
chise into camp and
mediocrity.

Pacific was releasing
more than just monthly
four-color comics. The
company also published
a magazine-sized black-
and-white reprint of Rog
2000 stories that super-
star Marvel artist John
Byrne had done in the
’70s for long-gone
Charlton Comics. Under
its parent company
name, Blue Dolphin
Enterprises, Pacific
Comics published a
108-page sword-and-
sorcery graphic novel
called Ghita of Alizarr
(1983) by Red Sonja
artist Frank Thorne and
a comic-strip reprint
booklet Famous Movie
Stars of the *30s (1984).
Schanes & Schanes was
the firm behind dozens
of art portfolios and
autographed prints. All
were designed and dis-
tributed out of the Pro-
duction Avenue office-
warehouse.

As word got around
the industry about
Pacific’s sales momen-
tum, more talents came
over from the Big Two.
Bruce Jones was a fairly
established comics scribe
who'd written Conan
and Red Sonja comics for
Marvel, as well as short
horror tales for Creepy
and Eerie. “I got a call
from Steve Schanes at
Pacific Comics offering
me just about carte
blanche on my own line
of books and the oppor-
tunity to move to sunny
California,” he says. “Tt
was too much to resist.”
Jones moved to Coron-
ado and brainstormed
and wrote two titles for
Pacific: Twisted Tales and
Alien Worlds, anthology
comics designed in the
old Tales From the
Crypt/Weird Science vein,
with three or more self-
contained “mature read-
ers” stories in each issue.

Jones’s third Pacific
series, Somerset Holmes,
was a noir crime drama

concerning a woman
who wakes up one day
unable to remember her
own identity. Instantly
embroiled in dangerous,
life-threatening situa-
tions, she must solve the
mystery of who she is
while trying to stay alive.
The suspenseful soap
opera, cocreated with
wife April Campbell and
artist Brent Anderson
(later of Astro City), was
unusual fare for comics,
both dramatic and cine-
matic. “I was terribly
manic about the produc-
tion details, rushing
around to printers and
typesetters and moving
logos and color schemes
all over the covers to get
them just right,
redesigning this, tinker-
ing with that.”

Jones reflects, “It was
very rewarding cre-
atively...we were break-
ing new ground at every
turn back then with
technical things — the
coloring, the glossy
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stock, the painted covers,
the whole darker, adult
feel. It was a very kinetic,
very experimental, and
fun time. And scary. We
had no idea how this
stuff was going to finally
look or how it might be
received. But it was
exhilarating. I had total
autonomy on my books.
I was the packager, PC
was the publisher, and
Steve and Bill Schanes
just left me alone to run
things my way. I doubt
I'll ever see that kind of
unbridled freedom
again. I'm not sure any-
body should have that
much carte blanche; it’s
too easy to abuse it.”
Groo the Wanderer
was a funny spoof of
sword-and-sorcery
comics drawn by popu-
lar Mad magazine doo-
dler Sergio Aragonés and
written by Mark Evanier.
The character had first
appeared in a 1981
comic, Destroyer Duck,
from the independent

NEW 2004
PFAFF HOBBY

In boxes, education department overstock.

No attachments needed for any size buttonhole.
Monograms, hems, sews on buttons, satin overcast, darns
and more. Just set the dials for most functions. We take
trade-ins, terms or layaway now!! Free lessons and 10-year
warranty included. Incluye libro espafiol de instruccion.

:5169
only

Central normeak

3919 lllinois St.

SewWing 192828503 619-147-3204

EL CAJON

761 Arnele St.

Monday-Friday 9-6

Saturday 10-4 ¢ Closed Sundays

Sb 700 ‘61 3sn3ny Lapvay 0391 ues



46 San Diego Reader August 19, 2004

publisher Eclipse. In his
“POV” column for the
trade magazine Comics
Buyer’s Guide (Decem-
ber 2, 1994), Evanier
recalled that he and
Aragonés originally con-
sidered forming their
own company. “We
talked for much of an
afternoon, finally decid-
ing that creating this new
comic plus founding a
firm to publish it
equaled at least one task
too many for the two of
us...I suggested we offer
the Schanes brothers the
chance to publish Groo.
We did, they
agreed...and Pacific
published Groo the Wan-
derer #1 in late 1982,
after first previewing the
little monster in the
Starslayer comic then
being done for them by
Mike Grell” Other than
Mad magazine, humor
titles had long suffered a
poor track record in
comic shops, but initial
orders for Groo mirrored

those of contemporary
Pacific titles Alien Worlds
and Kirby’s Silver Star.

1984 — The Year in
Comics: Kevin Eastman
and Peter Laird self-pub-
lish 3000 copies of a new
humor comic called
Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles. The Supergirl
film fails to set any box
office records. Most news-
stand comics from Marvel
and DC cost 60 cents —
Pacific’s direct-market
titles, printed on
upgraded Baxter bond
paper, cost $1.00.

In 1984, Steve
announced his plan to
bring 3-D back to
comics, a fad that had
flared briefly in the *50s,
when printing tech-
niques precluded satis-
factory three-dimen-
sional art separation.
He'd been in contact
with Ray Zone, whose
production house, 3-D
Zone, refined a way of

reconstructing line art-
work into three-dimen-
sional images. “I did a
3-D conversion job with
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Jack Kirby for Honey-
comb cereal,” remembers
Zone. “Jack drew great
images of akidona
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skateboard, a baseball
player, and a scene with a
BMX bicycle. I sent
down a proposal to Bill
and Steve Schanes at
Pacific with copies of the
Honeycomb 3-D sports
action posters and a spe-
cific proposal for a 3-D
comic that had all the
prices I was charging,
including the glasses that
could bind into the
book. They got back to
me in late 1983 and said
they wanted to do a
book [Alien Worlds 3-D].
Early in 1984, the art
started coming in, and
again, I was just thrilled
and amazed to see
incredible art by John
Bolton, Bill Wray, Dave
Stevens, Rand Holmes,
and Art Adams. That
was Art Adams’s first
published work, by the
way.” Adams later gained
fame doing Longshot and
various X-Men titles for
Marvel.

Unfortunately, sales
on Alien Worlds 3-D

were disappointing, and
there were mountains of
unsold, expensively
printed 3-D comics tak-
ing up half a warehouse
row. Sales on many
Pacific titles were drop-
ping, and one-shots like
Darklon the Mystic
(1983, by Captain Mar-
vel artist Jim Starlin) and
Demon Dreams (1984,
horror stories by Arthur
Suydam) became more
common. Ms Mystic was
running later and later;
Neal Adams always
promised “more soon,”
but a year passed and
only a handful of fin-
ished pages had arrived.
Adams did manage to
turn in a one-shot comic
in 1983 called Skateman,
a tale of a roller-skating
superhero that made
Marvel’s Dazzler seem
like Proust by compari-
son. Several palletloads
of unsold Skateman
comics gathered dust,
and no amount of sales-
manship could unload
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them on accounts who
were by now too savvy to
believe that a “marquee
name” on a comic cover
guaranteed sales. We did
moderate numbers with
a six-part series called
Elric of Melniboné
(1984), featuring charac-
ters created by Michael
Moorcock. But then First
Comics acquired the
rights to Elric, and
Pacific, which had spent
a lot of money to market
and introduce Elric to
comic shops, was put in
the position of distribut-
ing it for a rival
publisher.

Then Pacific lost
Starslayer after only six
issues when creator Mike
Grell announced that he
was taking his book to
First Comics. It had been

running late since the
debut issue (originally
announced for August
’91, then October, and
finally released just
before Christmas).
“Pacific had not suc-
ceeded in doing what
they had intended,” Grell
said, “at least not very
well, I had thought, and
there was some organi-
zational difficulty and
some other problems
they just couldn’t sur-
mount.” Though
Starslayer probably gen-
erated more income for
Grell than it did for the
Schaneses, the loss of a
high-profile title to a
rival publisher engen-
dered bad industry PR.
Other creators negotiat-
ing with Pacific began to
wonder what the prob-

lems were and whether
they should also be talk-
ing to alternate indies.
However, Pacific’s repu-
tation was the least of its
problems.

“The reason Pacific
Comics failed can be
summed up very sim-
ply;” Steve Schanes
informs me. “We had
two lines of activity:
publishing and distribu-
tion. Most of our comic
books still made money
hand over fist, but there
was a big problem in dis-
tribution. We extended
too much credit to retail-
ers who didn’t pay us on
a timely basis, and we
were already working on
a minuscule profit mar-
gin, maybe 5 percent to
8 percent. We didn’t
push hard enough to get
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the money from receiv-
ables, who owed us hun-
dreds of thousands of
dollars. If you had to boil
down the single biggest
reason we blew it, that
would be our poor cash
management on the dis-
tribution side.”
Meanwhile, newer
indie publishers, inspired
by Pacific’s success, com-
peted with it for readers,
as did resurgent under-
ground publishers
Kitchen Sink, Last Gasp,
and Rip Off Press, whose
titles were distributed
through Pacific’s ware-
houses. And surely other
publishers — Capital
City (whose Nexus
comic outsold several
Pacific titles), Comico,
Aardvark-Vanaheim,
Educomics, Quality,
Eagle, Eclipse, First, Vor-
tex, New Media, Fanta-
graphics, Mirage —
feared that having
Pacific, a rival publisher,
as their distributor could
result in their being cut
off from comic shops.
Seeing and exploit-

ing this, dozens of
smaller distributors were
springing up all over the
country, even in San
Diego. Nearly a quarter
of Pacific’s 800 or so
comic-shop accounts
defected to alternate dis-
tributors in 1984, skip-
ping out on paying
Pacific for upwards of
three months’ worth of
comic books. Com-
pounding matters, often
those distributors were
getting their comics
through Pacific, and they
too would stiff us on the
bill, using their unpaid
booty to lure away
wholesale customers
already in debt to Pacific.
If you've never
worked at a once-thriv-
ing company in its death
throes, you can scarcely
imagine the morale
among the rapidly
decreasing staff. During
those final six months,
before everyone became
resigned to the fact that
the company didn’t have
a chance, Pacific hired a
new controller, a corpo-

rate troubleshooter who
spent his first day inter-
viewing the staff about
our respective duties. “At
that point,” recalls Steve
Schanes, “we recognized
our shortcomings and
hired appropriately but
hired too late.” The con-
troller, a middle-aged,
heavyset, stone-faced guy
whose tie could have
been welded to his tho-
rax, was always prowling
underfoot, studiously
taking notes, and almost
never making eye con-
tact with those to whom
he was speaking, thus
increasing the
uneasiness.

In the warehouse,
shipping clerk Grant
McKinnon was pro-
moted to replace Hen-
ning as foreign shipping
manager. A few weeks
later, McKinnon was
gone and I replaced him,
despite having little idea
what the job entailed —
the controller just
handed me a set of
Rolodex and a stack of
unfilled invoices and
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said, “You’re our man.”
There was no pay
increase. Each morning,
I carpooled to the ware-
house with a pretty and
formerly perky young
lady named Penny
Granger, who ran the
retail sales department
and had been working
for the Schaneses since
Pacific was in the old
Clairemont shop. The
20-minute ride became a
nonstop tirade about
how poorly she felt she
was being treated by
Pacific in general and by
Bill and Steve in
particular.

On paydays, at one
second after 5:00 p.m.,
the remaining two dozen
or so employees would
rush en masse out the
doors and peel out of the
parking lot in all direc-
tions, racing to the near-
est check-cashing outlets
and devising the most
inventive shortcuts to
ensure we'd get our pay-
checks cashed, because
the final few inevitably
bounced. Warehouse
manager Joe Bougious
quit after three successive
rubber checks, and by
this point the corridors
of the back warehouse
nearly echoed with
emptiness and inactivity.

Word got around
the staff about lawsuits,
either in progress or

threatened. Pacific’s par-
ent company, Blue Dol-
phin Enterprises Inc.,
was sued over “contract
work” by Ready Data
Services Inc. in Bergen,
New Jersey, Superior
Court, eventually losing
a $7241.19 judgment in
December 1984. An arti-
cle published in a comic-
industry trade journal
said that Pacific was
nearly a million dollars
in debt. I fielded several
terse phone calls from
lawyers representing
comic creators like Ser-
gio Aragonés and Neal
Adams, attempting to
confirm foreign circula-
tion figures on titles for
which their clients were
owed royalties. Office
managers from nearby
businesses were walking
through the warehouse
as we tried to pack and
ship orders, literally buy-
ing the racks and desks
out from under us while
we worked. Several hun-
dred square feet of
heavy-duty shelves were
disassembled and sold to
the 10,000 Auto Parts
store on University
Avenue in North Park.
Only hours before a
deal was to be signed
with a liquidation com-
pany — the San Diego
Wholesale Credit Associ-
ation — Steve Schanes
decided that he wanted

to transport a truckload
of Pacific backstock and
personal property from
Production Avenue to a
rented storage locker
about two miles away on
Miramar Road. Soon,
everything in Pacific’s
stock warehouse would
become property of the
liquidators, and then it
would be illegal to
remove from the
premises. However, there
was no money left to
rent a truck.

Warehouse person-
nel took turns loading
boxes onto forklift pal-
lets and then driving out
Production Avenue and
down Miramar Road,
tooling along on our
forKlifts at 12 mph, aver-
aging one load per hour
through rush hour until
almost sunset. Aside
from being scared of
cops, we were scared of
getting killed! It seemed
like a risky endeavor just
to stash away a few thou-
sand Alien Worlds 3-D
comics and the Schane-
ses’ collection of Creepys
and Eeries, and it didn’t
help that, between trips,
we were all sneaking off
to the railroad tracks
behind the warehouse
and emboldening our-
selves by passing around
joints of increasingly
Neal Adams-like pro-
portions. We lived to tell,
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Medical
Marijuana
Evaluations

Do you have trouble

staying asleep?

A research study is currently being conducted by Pacific Sleep
Medicine Research Center for individuals experiencing sleep
problems throughout the night.

Interested participants must be:

% Men and women age 50 years or older

<+ Awake for at least 1 hour, four or more nights per week
< Able to spend 3 daytime visits and 5 overnight visits at clinic

Study related care is provided at no charge to study participants,
This would include physical exam, sleep exams, laboratory
services and study medication.

Qualified study participants will also receive up to
$1,400 for completion of the study.

For more information, call:

Pacific Sleep Medicine Services

1-800-NEW-SLEEP
1-800-639-7533

Offices located throughout Southern California
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* Are you always worried or anticipating the worst?
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Research Study of an investigational medication for y

GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER.

}
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study-related medical care at no
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for their time and travel. Py

For more information, please call
Optimum Health Services
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and nobody got arrested,
but that day was one of
many where just punch-
ing the time clock was
akin to jumping out of
an airplane — we never
knew for sure if the
parachute was gonna
work.

In August 1984, Bill
and Steve assembled the
employees and told us
that Pacific Comics was
closing and we’d be laid
off by the end of
September. Bill wrote me
a somewhat overstated
but effective letter of rec-
ommendation claiming I
was “responsible for all
aspects of export sales to
over 20 countries,” which
had been technically true
for only my last ten
weeks with the company.
I never got around to fig-
uring out what the job

description entailed. It
was hard to do anything
other than ship out-
standing orders. We
weren’t allowed to
answer the phones, and
then one day they were
disconnected anyway.
Most everyone spent the
final few days reading
comics and trying to
look busy and making
deals with the Schaneses
to purchase this or that.
Tons of stuff was thrown
out. Anything slightly
defective or overstocked
was tossed into Dump-
ster bins behind the
warehouse — art prints,
portfolios, comics, mag-
azines, posters, back
issues, toys, even produc-
tion-related stuff like
photocopies of uninked
artwork, cover photo-
stats, and advertising

slicks.

Employees tried to
scavenge as much cool
stuff as we could from
the trash bins, but then
Steve Schanes caught
some San Diego comic-
shop owners loading up
their cars with Dumpster
treasure intended for
resale. He became so
upset that he grabbed a
hose, climbed onto the
Dumpster, and turned it
on, hosing down the
Pacific throwaways until
the bin was a pulp-filled
swimming pool. That
was the only time I ever
heard Steve use the F-
word, and he used it a
lot, standing atop the
soaking refuse of his
once-thriving corpora-
tion: “Fucking vultures
wanna make fucking
money off my fucking

dead hide, well, fuck
them, I'll fucking teach
em...”

Bruce Jones: “Unfor-
tunately, when PC went
belly-up and stopped
with the paychecks,
including mine, I was left
holding the bag with the
other creators to the
tune of several thousand
dollars. I wanted every-
one I'd used on my
books to get paid for
what they did, even if it
wasn’t going to be pub-
lished, so I did that by
emptying my own bank
account...there’s a price
to pay for creative free-
dom, sometimes quite a
high one.” The final
issues of Twisted Tales,
Alien Worlds, and the last
two installments of Som-
erset Holmes were pub-
lished by Eclipse Comics.

RESEARCH STUDIES

Jones went on to work
for DC’s Vertigo line and
on Spider-Man and The
Incredible Hulk for Mar-
vel, as well as writing
novels for Doubleday,
Dutton, and others.
Mark Evanier:
“Pacific published eight
issues of Groo the Wan-
derer, but the scent of
their pending demise
started to drift north-
ward, from San Diego to
our L.A.-based nos-
trils. ..they had comic-
shop distribution, not
access to regulation news
outlets [where readers
were familiar with Ser-
gio’s work from Mad).
Not only that, but the
firm was in financial
trouble. ..while the
lawyers were playing
ping-pong, Pacific
Comics went belly-up.

And right here is a splen-
did example of why cre-
ator-owned comics can
better serve the creative
community. Had Groo
been owned by Pacific
instead of Sergio, we
couldn’t have taken it
elsewhere to keep it
alive.” Sergio and Evanier
followed Bruce Jones to
Eclipse Comics, which
published the expanded-
length Groo Special origi-
nally planned for Pacific.
The bumbling barbarian
next wandered over to
Marvel for about ten
years, moving again in
1994 to Image Comics
and then to Dark Horse.
Dave Stevens was
illustrating covers for
Pacific during its final
few months, earning
from $300 to $500 per
inked drawing. “By sum-

Considering Dental Implants?

PLEASE READ

e are seeking qualified patients in need of dental

implant treatment who are willing to complete

questionnaires evaluating treatment and general
satisfaction. Patients who complete questionnaires are offered
reduced fees. All dental implant care is performed by
experienced member dentist, American Academy of Implant
Dentistry...and qualifying consultation is FREE.

La Jolla: (858) 729-0300
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HEALTH SERVICES

participation.

La Mesa 61 9-667'4567

If you or someone you know suffers from bipolar disorder, you may qualify to

participate in a research study evaluating an investigational medication for the
treatment of this condition.

Qualified volunteers will receive compensation for their time and

Oceanside 760'631 '3056

Has Your Child Suffered a
Traumatic Event...

... such as:

the recent San Diego fires,

a car accident, an act of violence (either personally or
as a witness), or any other traumatic situation?

As a result of this traumatic event, is your child experiencing any of the following?
* Recurrent nightmares « Sleep problems ¢ Reliving the traumatic event
* Avoidance of activities or people ¢ Difficulty concentrating * Unrealistic fears or anxieties

If so, your child may be suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and could qualify to participate in
a clinical research study being conducted by the Research Division of Psychiatric Centers at San Diego.

Participants must be between 6 and 17 years of age. If qualified to participate, your child will receive study-
related medical evaluations, three therapy sessions, and study medication, all at no cost to you. Travel
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compensation is also provided.
For more information about this study, please call:
Psychiatric Centers at San Diego, Research Division
San Marcos: (760) 510-1734 or
Child & Adolescent Center: (858) 571-KIDS (5437)
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We believe we can help.

WELL-KNOWN PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES ARE CONDUCTING IMPORTANT
RESEARCH STUDIES FOR A LIMITED NUMBER OF QUALIFIED PARTICIPANTS.

Depressed, angry uml irritable?
Is your mind like a storm?

Bipolar-depression is often misdiagnosed and complicated to treat. Maybe you've tried
antidepressants like Paxil®, Prozac®, Lexapro®, Zoloft®, Celexa®, Wellbutrin®, Effexor® and
they've only helped a little. If cycles of depression with agitation, anger, irritability, poor sleep
and concentration ruin your relationships, job and life, you may qualify for our research study
of an investigational medication for bipolar-depression. You may receive up to $650 for your
time and travel.

Do you or a loved one have

schizophrenia? Have they tried

Haldol®, Prolixin®, Zyprexa® or

Risperdal®? Do they still feel )
hopeless, have side effects or
continue to suffer from troubling
thoughts or voices? If so,he or she
may qualify to try a new
investigational medication for
schizophrenia. You may receive up
to $1770 for your time and travel.

o e

Creepy crawly nighttime legs.

Is a creepy-crawly feeling in your legs keeping you up at night? If so,you could be suffering
from Restless Legs syndrome (RLS).If you are between 18 and 80 and are in general good

health,you may qualify to try an investigational medication being studied for the possible

treatment of RLS.You may receive up to $500 for your participation.

Sleep interfering with work?
Work interfering with sleep?

Are you working nights or rotating shifts and experiencing excessive sleepiness? Is your
sleep restless or do you wake up still fatigued? Most mistakes made working nights are
due to worker fatigue. You may receive up to $1400 for your participation.

)/ HealthQuest

Z4 CLINICAL TRIALS

FINDING ANSWERS TOGETHER—-SINCE 1982

858-571-11828

www.hqtrials.com
SAN DIEGO—LOS ANGELES—ANAHEIM

You can be part of a no-cost research study - PLUS:
* You receive from $210 to $1770 in compensation, depending on the study.
* You receive no-cost study-related medication and study-related medical care.

* No reports are made to employers, schools, or insurance companies.

Medical research and clinical trials allow people to
have the opportunity to try investigational medications
or treatments that would otherwise be unavailable.
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Got Extr Pounds?

If you answered “YES,” Profil Institute for Clinical Research
wants you to participate in a clinical research study.

Potential participants must be:
v 25-60 years of age
v 6’3" tall or less AND less than 300 Ibs.
v Stable weight and physical activity for at least 2 months
v/ Consumes 3 meals a day
v/ Nonsmoker for at least 2 years
Profil provides study-related medical care at no charge, compensation
for time and travel up to $2,200 (overnight stays required), and shuttle
service from the H Street Trolley in Chula Vista, if needed.
For more information, please call: (619) 409-1244
855 Third Avenue #4400
Chula Vista, CA 91911-1350

Pro il

Need oty ke o ight i
Maghe we can e,

Do you:
¢+ Work at least 5 night shiftz per month with at least

3 of the nights being consecutive?
¢ Work at least 6 hours between the hours of 10 PM and 8 AM?
¢ Have excessive nighttime sleepiness?

If you meet these criteria, you may be eligible to participate in
a research study investigating the safety and effectiveness of an
investigational study medication.

Possible benefits from this study:

+ Relief from nighttime sleepiness

¢ Study medication at no cost

+ Up to $1400 compensation for time and travel

For more information, call:

Pacific Sleep Medicine Services
w 1-800-NEW-SLEEP
: 1-800-639-7533

Offices located throughout Southern California

mer of 1984,” he says,
“they wanted cover art
for a Sheena 3-D book,
and although nobody
knew it at the time, the
company would be
bankrupt within a cou-
ple of months. I remem-
ber I had just finished
the last issue of [ Pacific
Presents The] Rocketeer,
handed it in; then I did
the Sheena cover. And 1
waited and never heard
anything. So I called and
reminded them I hadn’t
gotten the original art
back yet. There was a
hesitation on the other
end of the line, and it
turned out that the orig-
inal had ‘disappeared’
from the offices the day
it was shot, and it’s never
been seen since. Some-
one there had decided to
take home a bonus! Boy,
that one hurt. I was
crushed, because I felt it
was my best work to
date, and I didn’t even
have a negative of it.
Anyway, they did a quick
fade right after that.
Within a matter of
weeks, they were basi-
cally gone as a publish-
ing entity” A final Rocke-
teer special originally
planned for Pacific (the
cover had already been
laid out with PC logos)
was rushed to Eclipse for
publication, hitting
comic shops the very

week that Pacific closed
its doors.

In September 1984,
when Bill and Steve
signed the company’s
assets over to liquidators,
those assets included
about $400,000 in
receivable accounts.
Around the same time,
Seagate, the distributor-
ship that had pretty
much launched the
direct market (begun by
Phil Seuling, who passed
away in 1984), also went
out of business. Pacific
sold its Southern Cali-
fornia distribution cen-
ters to Bud Plant Inc.,
and its Steeleville, Illi-
nois, warehouse and
accounts went to Capital
City Distribution. Capi-
tal used those assets to
open an expanded facil-
ity in Seagate’s old space
in Sparta, alongside the
comic-book printing
plant.

1985 — The Year in
Comics: DC celebrates its
50th anniversary. Half of
all comic-book sales in
North America are made
in direct-market comic
shops. Jack Kirby returns
to DC for a graphic novel,
Hunger Dogs. Kirby
never revives Captain
Victory or Silver Star;
though, after his death in
1994, grandson Jeremy
Kirby writes new Captain

stories around the King’s
old artwork, releasing
them through a new
imprint called Kirby
Comics (1999).

“After we closed down
Pacific and laid everyone
off;” says Steve Schanes,
“it took Bill and me
about six or eight
months to work every-
thing out with the
bankruptcy attorneys,
the liquidators, and all
the grueling stuff that
entailed. That takes a lot
out of you, but one has
to make a living.
decided that with what I
now knew about pub-
lishing, and since I still
had a lot of creator con-
tacts, and since I now
needed a job, my wife
[Ann Fera, whom he
married in 1981] and I
would form our own
comic-book company.
We needed to create a
corporation quickly, so
we set up a company
headquarters in our two-
story house and took the
name of the street that
we lived on, Blackthorne
Avenue, and called it
Blackthorne Publishing”
Blackthorne’s first
release, in spring 1985,
was Sheena, Queen of the
Jungle, a comic book of
reprinted quarter-cen-
tury-old stories. It was
originally scheduled as a
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Manic Depression).

Bipolar Disorder Study

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

* Feeling down and depressed?

* Lost interest in your normal activities?

* Do you have uncontrollable mood swings,
trouble sleeping, or difficulty concentrating?

* Do you experience highs and lows?

If you or someone you know is experiencing
any of these symptoms, you may be suffering
from Bipolar Depression (also known as

Affiliated Research Institute is conducting a research study for people with
Bipolar Depression. If you qualify, you may be eligible to participate in a study
testing the effectiveness of an experimental medication for the treatment of
Bipolar Depression at no cost to you.

a( AFFILIATED
RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

If you would like additional information
regarding this study and are between the
ages of 18 and 65, please contact:

(619) 688-6565




Pacific publication, the
one whose original Dave
Stevens cover art had
supposedly been stolen
from Pacific’s offices.
“Dave didn’t have a
problem with me using
it, and thanks to having
his artwork on the cover,
the comic was very suc-
cessful.” Continuing on
with cost-effective
comic-strip reprints,
Blackthorne’s Dick Tracy
series was overseen and
edited by Shel Dorf,
founder of the San
Diego Comic-Con and a
friend of Steve’s since the
early ’70s, when both
were part of an informal
local comic collector’s
club. Steve next made a
deal to repackage old
Ripley’s “Believe It or
Not” columns into
comic-book format,
each issue having a
theme such as “Crime
and Murder” or “Feats of
Wonder.” It was cheap to
produce, with no up-
front artist fees, and yet
lucrative, especially when
marketed in bookstores
and through mall-type
outlets and animation-
themed gift boutiques.
“We had point-of-
purchase display racks in
about 2000 retail stores,
outside the comic-book
market — a network we
basically built ourselves
from the ground up. Our
sales representatives were
going out there into

stores to sell our prod-
ucts, plus we were going
to all the trade shows for
the gift shops and licens-
ing industries. That
brought us into a mar-
ketplace that hadn’t seen
many comics before:
America’s malls.”
Blackthorne next
pursued licensed proper-
ties in order to produce
comic-book tie-ins that
exploited recognizable
names with mass-market
appeal. The problem was
that rights to biggies like
G.IL Joe and Transform-
ers were already locked
up by the Big Two, in
particular by Marvel,
which held a Star Wars
license that Steve cov-
eted. “The only way for
us to get a product
license based on Star

Wars was to create a new
product category,” Steve
explains, “so I
approached Lucasfilm
with the idea of 3-D asa
novelty comic book. It
turned out there was a
legal loophole in their
contract with Marvel
that didn’t cover what we
were proposing.” Black-
thorne’s three-issue Star
Wars 3-D series (Decem-
ber 1987 to August 1988)
pumped cash into the
company coffers, allow-
ing Steve to move its
headquarters from his
house near Grossmont
High School, where
around a half dozen peo-
ple worked five days a
week, to an office-ware-
house complex in El
Cajon.

In 1987, the same
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The schizophrenia research study. Men and Women
between 18 and 55 years old are needed to participate in
a clinical research study for the investigational use of a
marketed drug in the treatment of schizophrenia.
Volunteers must be diagnosed with schizophrenia or
schizoaffective disorder and must be able to consent to
participation in a clinical study before beginning any
study-related activities. All office visits, medical
evaluations, and study medications related to this study
will be provided at no cost to patients.

For more information about this study, please contact:

OHS
Oceanside: 760-631-3056
La Mesa: 619-667-4567

WITH MODERATE
TO SEVERE ASTHMA?

Then we nead you for a no-cost. research sludy of an investigational medication
TO QUALIFY:

B Ba12 o 75 years old and have moderate o severa asthma,

B Be taking an inhaked steroid such as Pulmicort, Flovant, Cvar, elc

B Participale for about 3 weeks and maka 5 offica visits.
Your participation costs yvou nothing, and you'll be

resmbursad up to $475 for timea and travel.
Call today. Lets try and give those lungs a break.

Call Denna at (618) 229-23335
e gL XHT

E:mak d
The Research Cenler
E3B6 Ahmraca G, F210; San Diego, GA 52120

Wob site; www, allangyassociales. nel
D, Bruce M. Prennar - Board Certified Allergist and staff

Schizophrenia?

Do you or someone you love suffer with

Schizophrenia?

Services are available at no charge.

Affiliated Research Institute is conducting
a clinical trial with investigational medication.

Participants receive visits with a psychiatrist,
study-related medication, lab work, and

staff support.
ACT NOW!
(619) 6886565
QEFSI]IEJAIAAgg g TOLL-FR-EE:
INSTITUTE (888)588-4ARI

DOES YOUR
TEEN HavE

PANIC
ATTACKS?

For no clear reason, does your teen often
e Have chest pain or a racing heart?
e Have trouble breathing or feel like he or she is choking?
® Break out in a sweat, or have chills, or hot flashes?
* Tremble and shake, or have numbness or tingling feelings?
e Have a fear of dying, of losing control, or “going crazy”?
e Feel sick to the stomach, dizzy, or light-headed?
e Feel distant or numb—as if things are not real?

If this sounds like your teen, you can do something ahout it.
A healthcare company is looking for teens to take part in a clinical
research study of anxiety and panic disorder. The study will find out
if a new investigational drug can help.

Millions of teens suffer from anxiety and panic. These disorders can get
in the way of a young person’s schoolwork and social life. That's why this
study may help teens and their loved ones to live happier and fuller lives.

o

OPTIMUM

HEALTH SERVICES

All teens in the study must be 13 to 17 years of age.

To learn more ahout the study and how your teen
can take part, please call Optimum Health Services
at 619.667.4567 or 760.631.3056.
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He’s taking care of his family...
...as well as his diabetes.

More than 18 million Americans have diabetes. Not every
treatment works for every individual, and new treatment options
are continually sought.

A local physician is currently recruiting adults (aged 18-80) with
Type 2 Diabetes for participation in a research study. This study will
test the safety and effectiveness of an investigational medication for
the treatment of Type 2 Diabetes.

Qualified participants will receive:
Study-related exams ® Lab tests ® Investigational medication

If you are a Type 2 Diabetic taking an oral anti-diabetic medication and are interested in
learning more about this research study, call this number today.

San Diego Sports Medicine and Family Health Center
6699 Alvarado Road, Suite 2100 e San Diego, CA 92120
619-229-3909 x39

HAVE YOU OR
SOMEONE YOU KNOW:

= Been Diagnosed with Schizophrenia or Schizoaffective Disorder?
= Been on Zyprexa for 1-6 Months?
= Experienced Weight Gain on Zyprexa?

You may qualify to participate in a research study involving an investigational
medication. Qualified study participants may be reimbursed up to $1600.

Call (858) 566-8222 for more information.
The California Neuropsychopharmacology
Clinical Research Institute, LLC
“CNR|, LLC"

Are you a heavy drinker who
currently smokes marijuana
and is not seeking treatment?

Earn compensation for completing a
4-visit laboratory study over 2 weeks.
This program does involve medications.

Call Susan or Tobie
for more information at: 858-784-7867
Department of Neuropharmacology
The Scripps Research Institute

If you or someone you care about suffers from ANY COMBINATION
of the following symptoms, please call SYNERGY RESEARCH at:
888-619-7272 to find out more information on an investigational
medication study.

¢ Intense periods of IRRITABILITY or ANXIETY for a few hours
to a few days at a time
¢ Ongoing fear of ABANDONMENT
¢ History of unstable INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
¢ Persistent SELF-IMAGE problems
o IMPULSIVITY in any of the following areas:
spending, substance abuse, eating and sexual activity
¢ Almost constant feelings of emptiness
¢ Difficulty controlling your feelings of ANGER and fits of TEMPER

Please call: 888-619-7272 to get more

information and to arrange an appointment.
Transportation assistance is available.

legal loophole that
allowed Blackthorne to
do Star Wars 3-D comics
landed them a license for
The Transformers, a pop-
ular TV cartoon that had
been a big success as a
Marvel Comics series.
Blackthorne’s G.1. Joe
license, also swiped from
Marvel thanks to 3-D,
produced three interest-
ing installments that
weren’t tied to the conti-
nuity of the TV show or
the earlier comics. Addi-
tionally, there was a
three-issue sketchbook
series, The Official How
to Draw G.L Joe, which
fell outside the parame-
ters of Marvel’s license
agreement. These mam-
moth properties gener-
ated mammoth sales;
however, Steve tells me,
“Strangely enough, our
all-time best-selling 3-D
comic was the California
Raisins. They were a
pop-culture phe-
nomenon for years. We
kept having to reprint
that one again and again,
5000 or 10,000 copies at
atime.”

Aside from licensed
properties, Blackthorne
launched several dozen
creator-driven black-
and-white comic series.
Like Pacific, Blackthorne
provided aspiring cre-
ators with some of their
first professional comic

work. Artist Paul Chad-
wick drew Salimba, a
scantily clad jungle hero-
ine with amnesia whose
mostly ten-page adven-
tures were written by
Steve Perry (later to do
Star Wars and Aliens
comics). Chadwick went
on to create the award-
winning Concrete series
for Dark Horse. Artist
Jeff Johnson was hired
by Blackthorne straight
out of high school, draw-
ing Kull 3-D years before
gaining recognition for
his work on The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man and Jus-
tice League.

Unfortunately, most
of Blackthorne’s nonli-
censed comics were
poorly drawn imitations
of other publishers’ suc-
cessful comics, like
Mirage’s Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. Low-qual-
ity rip-offs Pre-Teen
Dirty Jean Kung Fu Kan-
garoos and Cold-Blooded
Chameleon Commandos
did nothing to offset
Blackthorne’s growing
reputation for exploita-
tive, low-budget, lowest-
common-denominator
publishing. Mildly inter-
esting Blackthorne titles
like Nervous Rex (by
future Disney Comics
mainstay William Van
Horn) were usually over-
looked and failed after
only a few issues.

An industry-award
ceremony known as the
Inkpot Awards was
scheduled to be held at
the 1987 San Diego
Comic-Con, with
important and influen-
tial figures in the comics
field receiving “lifetime
achievement” plaques.
“Bill and I got an award
for ‘Fan Support, ” Steve
told me, “and to this day
I'm not really sure what
it was for, exactly. I think
they just wanted to rec-
ognize that these two
guys had done some-
thing interesting —
nobody was exactly sure
what — that had some-
how benefited and
advanced the comic
industry. People in the
know, comics profes-
sionals and fans, they
sometimes acknowledge
and express appreciation
to me about Pacific
Comics and what we
did, what we accom-
plished. It was nice to be
recognized, but I still had
to eke out a living and
feed my family”

Figuring you can’t
beat the King of Pop for
exploitable name recog-
nition, Schanes bet the
bank that a 3-D comic
book based on Michael
Jackson’s Moonwalker, a
longform 1988 video,
would be a surefire sales
success. He fronted a siz-
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BIPOLAR?

Pl

We're looking for men and women diagnosed with Bipolar Disorder.
Volunteers at least 18 years of age are needed to participate in a clinical research
study testing an investigational use of a marketed drug for the treatment of
Bipolar Disorder, also known as Manic Depression. Patients suffering from Bipolar
Disorder must be currently experiencing a major depressive, mixed, or manic
episode. All necessary office visits, medical evaluations, and study medications will
be provided at no cost to qualified patients.

For more information about

QEFSI]%IAAI’{TSZE this study, please contact:
institute  (619) 688-6565




OPTIMUM

| HEALTH SERVICES

SCHIZOAFFECTIVE

Are you overweight and suffering from either

Schizophrenia o
Schizoaffective disorder?

You may be qualified to participate in a research
study evaluating an investigational medication for
Schizophrenia. Qualified volunteers will receive
investigational medication, study-related physical
exams, and compensation. |

For more information, please call:

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4567

Want Relief F.rom
Back Pain?

NON-SURGICAL
Treatment For...

¢ Degenerative Discs
e Slipped Discs

® Herniated Discs
¢ Back Pain
e Sciatica

Clinically

Proven...
Spinal Disc

| Decompression is a
SAFE and PAINLESS
treatment designed

| to correct the cause
of back pain and
sciatica with more

than an 86%
SUCCESS RATE.

For a FREE Information Package, Please Call...

1-800-750-4188

www.spinemedtherapy.com

able licensing fee as well
as signing a promise of
royalty kickbacks to
Moonwalker’s “author,”
Jackson. Released in
1989, six years after the
breakthrough of Thriller,
and falling between Jack-
son’s 1987 Bad album
and the child-molesta-
tion scandal that
enveloped the singer-
songwriter in 1993,
Michael Jackson’s Moon-
walker in 3-D was a flop.
“We got involved with a
distributor to the gift-
store industry who
promised all kinds of
access-to-sales outlets,
but unfortunately they
never came through,”
explains Schanes. He
declines to specify how
much cash the fiasco
cost Blackthorne, but my
former employer at Rev-
olutionary Comics, Todd
Loren, once told me
Steve claimed to him
that Moonwalker
incurred a loss of at least
$50,000.

“Two events hap-
pened simultaneously
that put Blackthorne in a
position where it could
no longer survive,” Steve
says today, with over a
decade’s worth of hind-
sight. “One was bad
receivables accounting
that had left the com-
pany about $150,000 in
debt...in just one week,
three different distribu-
tors went out of busi-
ness, all of them owing
us a ton of money.”
Unable to pay even his
printer, 4L Printing,
Blackthorne was sued in
El Cajon Municipal
Court, with the printer
eventually winning a
judgment in October
1994 for $22,972.00
(“that was all settled out
of court,” Steve claims).
“The second event was
the fact that I had
invested $80,000 or
$90,000 in what I origi-
nally planned as a full
line of color comic
books under an imprint
called Timeline, which
Blackthorne was going
to own outright. Thad a
hundred-page concept
bible, there was planned
product development for

can interfere with your life.

Have you tried Prozac®, Zoloft® or Celexa®? Do you still feel hopeless and continue to suffer
from sadness, poor sleep, lack of concentration and motivation?

This research study, conducted by a well-known pharmaceutical company, allows you to
try an investigational medication being studied for depression for a limited number of

qualified participants.

If you participate, there is no cost to you...instead:

* You receive up to $800 for your participation.

® You receive no-cost study-related medication and medical care.

® No reports are made to employers, schools, or insurance companies.

/)f_/,;, HealthQuest
8 CLINICAL TRIALS
Finding Answers Together — Since 1982

(898) 571-1188

www.hqtrials.com

San Diego * Los Angeles * Orange County

BIPOLAR?

You may be eligible to participate in a
research study for Bipolar Disorder.
Physicians at UCSD Medical Center are currently conducting a medical
research study to evaluate an investigational drug that may be effective in

treating Bipolar Disorder.

Participants must be at least 18 years of age who have or may have

Bipolar Disorder and have had a recent episode of depression,

mania, or mixed symptoms within the past 6
Some symptoms of Bipolar Disorder include:

months.

* Dramatic mood swings ranging from elated excitability

to hopeless depression

* Periods of normal mood in between ups and downs

 Extreme changes in energy and behavior

All study participants will receive active medication (mood stabilizers Lithium
or Divalproax) and will also be randomized to receive study drug or placebo.

Eligible participants will receive medical evaluations and study drugs
at no cost.

All of the study drugs have been approved by the United States
Food & Drug Administration (FDA) and participants will be compensated

at each visit for their time and travel. °

To find out more information, .:-,\,

please call researchers at:

(619) 543-3697
University of California Medical Center San Diego

UCSD Healthcare

Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral Medicine
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each character, we had
sample artwork, charac-
ter designs, everything. It
never got off the ground,
and all that time, effort,
and especially money
ended up being com-
pletely wasted.”

On top of every-
thing else, Steve says the
IRS hit up Blackthorne
with a bill for “well over
six figures. The govern-
ment basically used us as
a test case to establish
that freelance creators
working from their own
homes weren’t classified

RESEARCH STUDIES

as ‘contract labor’ but
were actually employees,
and I was responsible for
paying all their taxes as
such.” He fought the
matter for two years
after Blackthorne ceased
publishing (“We didn’t
go bankrupt; we just lig-
uidated out,” Steve says),
losing his appeals. “We
ended up getting the IRS
to settle for a reduced
payment plan from what
they originally

wanted. . .they eventually
pretty much saw things
our way.” In 1992, the

VA Medical Center * 858.552.8585 x2884

High Blood Pressure

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
Screening candidates male/female ages 18-75 who
are overweight and have high blood pressure. We are
screening candidates for a research study looking at
three FDA-approved hypertension medications.
Qualified participants will receive study-related
medical care at no cost to them and financial

compensation up to $1,000 if they qualify.

California Franchise Tax
Board suspended Black-
thorne from operating
for nonpayment of its
taxes.

1988 — The Year in
Comics: Bud Plant Dis-
tribution, which in 1984
had purchased Pacific’s
wholesale accounts in
Southern California, is
up to seven warehouses
with 80 employees. Plant
sells the business to Dia-
mond Comics Distribu-
tors, which has hired sev-
eral Pacific mainstays.

Ms Mystic is published
on a semi-occasional
basis by Neal Adams’s
own publishing company,
Continuity. Sales on all
comic books are dropping
precipitously after a glut
of self-published black-
and-white comics. Retail-
ers who overordered titles,
hoping for another
Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtle—like sales boom,
are stuck with piles of
unsold comics and going

bankrupt.

I asked Steve Schanes

EARN UP TO $75 AN HOUR
Research Participants Needed

Website Usability
Advertising
Package
Research

call us or sign up online:
(619) 265-1840
www.eyetracking.com/signup

Find out if you qualify for a

research program that may

help you stop both habits
and start a new lifel

v Tueg

@ Scr1PPS

W ResecarcH

For Information call 858-784-STOP (7867) or visit http://gcrc.scripps.edu/dcp

W InSTITUTE

WE CAN HELP YOU...

STOP SMOKING
IN 30 DAYS!

EyeTracking, Inc.

what he was most proud
of from his career as a
comic-book publisher,
which essentially ended
with Blackthorne. “I'd
say paving the way for
creators to retain the
rights to their own char-
acters and to get royal-
ties when their work is a
success. That probably
never would have hap-
pened if it weren’t for
those deals we worked
out with Jack Kirby and
Mike Grell. Once we
proved it could be done,
it became industry stan-
dard, but before we
came along, there was
no reason or incentive
for a publisher to reward
the creative people who
made their comics possi-
ble and popular.”

One longtime area
comic retailer inter-
viewed for this article
scoffed at this proclama-
tion. “Steve isn’t a friend
or supporter of creators’
rights. Maybe he was in
the early days at Pacific,
but not anymore. Just
recently, he was reprint-

Do You Have
Upper Stomach
Discomfort?

If You Often Suffer From:

* Nausea ¢ Indigestion ¢ Bloating ¢ Stomach Pain
¢ Vomiting ¢ Feeling Full Shortly After Meals
You may be eligible to participate in a study of an
investigational new drug for the treatment of
Functional Dyspepsia.

Compensation provided.
For more information, please contact the office of:
Gregory ]J. Wiener, MD, PC
Ask for Lisa: 619-585-8883

ing sets of Groo post-
cards, which were origi-
nally done as a promo
item at Pacific, and auc-
tioning them on eBay.
The originals had a
drawing of Groo by Ser-
gio [Aragonés] printed
on white cardstock.
Steve totally exploits that
this was a promotional
item, not ‘merchandise’
like a comic book, and
keeps reprinting and
selling ‘new’ Groo post-
cards. He auctions them
by the sheet, printed in
hideous colors on flimsy
laser paper so they aren’t
even technically post-
cards anymore. He gets
$5 or $10 a pop, using a
character that doesn’t
belong to him, that he
has no rights to, and the
auction description
makes it sound like
they’re originals...it may
technically be legal, but
it’s still lame.”

Former Golden
State Comics owner
Greg Pharis says that
Steve Schanes eventually
showed little regard for
comic-book artists and
writers, despite Pacific’s
foundation on the
notion of creators’ rights
and royalties. “He didn’t
seem to have much con-
science or concern about
all the people that they
hung out to dry, people
they owed money to.
Like, how could Steve
afford to immediately go
into Blackthorne with-
out paying off all those
Pacific creators? How
were those guys paying
for their dinner while
Steve signed some

Heavy Drinkers Not Seeking Treatment

Earn compensation for completing a
4-visit laboratory study of situations
associated with drinking.
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This program does involve medications.

FinalStep is conducting The FinalStep product

a study and would like is an innovative, unique, R Call Susan or Polly
volunteers who are serious compact electronic product » for more information:
about stopping smoking. designed to rid you of your gl 3 i1
smoking addiction. W i (858) 784-7867
Department of
il I w 1TET

This is a FREE offer. If you have a sincere desire to quit smoking, Neuropharmacology

please contact us at: (619) 271-4895




bankruptcy papers,
bought a bunch of new
equipment, and
launched another
comic-book company
under another name?”

Several ex-Pacific
staffers went on to
notable gigs. Grant
McKinnon took a job
with Bill Graham Pro-
ductions in San Fran-
cisco, as well as repre-
senting famed concert-
poster artist Rick Grif-
fith. David Scroggy
began hosting comic-
industry trade shows in
San Diego and repre-
senting creators with his
art-brokerage firm. In
1993, he was hired by
Dark Horse Comics, one
of the few indie publish-
ers to survive the ’80s. As
vice president of prod-
uct development, he’s
overseen that company’s
successful expansion
into action figures, lunch
boxes, stickers, toys, and
resin-statue kits. I began
writing the series Rock
’N’ Roll Comicsin 1989,
a title that became one
of the best-selling
comics of the *90s. In
1994, 1 founded Re-
Visionary Press, whose
Carnal Comics, cocre-
ated with well-known
adult film stars, remain
the best-selling adults-
only comic line in indus-
try history.

RESEARCH STUDIES

Not all former
Pacific employees fared
so well. One secretary
turned up working at a
College Grove nudie
nightclub, Jolar, where
women in “private show
booths” masturbated
behind a glass partition
for dollar tips. I know
this because managing
Jolar was my first post-
Pacific job, and it was
strange to now be a
pimp for my former
coworker (I can say this
for her — of all our girls,
she had the biggest tips).

Bill Schanes was
hired by Pacific’s even-
tual successor, Diamond
Comics Distribution.
“When I first got here in
’85,” he says, “we were a
rather small home office,
so each person wore
many different hats and
performed many func-
tions. ..I was working in
customer service, sales,
marketing, many differ-
ent jobs. As time passed,
we took over Bud Plant
in 1988 with their more
deluxe catalog system —
I took on the role of
supervising Diamond’s
graphic arts department
to help promote that
part of this business as
well”

1992/1993 — The Year
in Comics: Creator-
owned comics are a hot

topic once again, after the
formation of Image
Comics, cofounded by
Spawn creator Todd
McFarlane and several
other defectors from Mar-
vel’s top series. Initially
solicited and distributed
by Malibu Comics, the
titles are eventually taken
over by the creators. DC
ships between 2.5 and 3
million copies of Super-
man #75, featuring the
(obviously temporary)
“Death of Superman.”
They instantly vanish
from shelves — in Detroit
alone, an estimated
175,000 copies sell in a
single day. Many buyers
think they’re getting a
surefire collector’s item,
unaware that the avail-
ability of so many copies
guarantees them to be
worth little.

In 1993, Steve Schanes
decided to get back into
comic retailing, opening
two San Diego stores in
a proposed chain of
shops he called 100
Heroes. “There was a
peak in the market in
the early ’90s, when it
seemed like almost
everybody was either
reading or investing in
comic books, around the
time of the ‘Death of
Superman. The first 100
Heroes store was at
Parkway Plaza in El

HEPATITIS B DONORS

URGENTLY NEEDED!!

GIVE BLOOD OR PLASMA!

$$SCASH PAIDS$S$

OTHER PROGRAMS
¢ ANTIBODY PLASMA ¢ MONO

e HEPATITIS A AND B ¢ ANTI-D

e DISEASE STATE

Have you ever been told
that you have an antibody?

Let us know.

PYRAMID
BIOLOGICAL
CORPORATION

We are also looking for
NORMAL PLASMA
& WHOLE BLOOD

DONORS.

TWO LOCATIONS IN SAN DIEGO

* 2850 6th Ave. #111

Asthma?

You may be eligible to participate in an allergy research study if you:
e Are Age 12 to 75 » Have Been Diagnosed with Asthma
and Require Medication
e Are Able to Visit the Clinic Up to 6 Times Over a 16-Week Duration

DURING THE CLINICAL TRIAL YOU WILL RECEIVE:
e Laboratory test results
e Study-related medical exams ® EKG and Spirometry results
® Investigational medication during the clinical trial
Qualified participants will receive compensation for time and travel.

Allergy & Asthma Prevention and Treatment Center
Call us today for an appointment: 858-271-1151. Gary A. Cohen, M.D.

Alzheimer’s is a devastating disease.

The progression of the disease is inevitable. As the disease progresses,
activities that were once routine can become difficult or even impossible.

Research doctors are seeking people with mild to moderate Alzheimer’s disease
to participate in a new clinical research study to test whether an investigational
drug may treat the underlying disease.

For more information about this study,
please contact:

AFFILIATED
RESEARCH (619) 688-6565
INSTITUTE Because there’s no time to lose

ADHD??
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Children between the ages of 6 and 17 experiencing any
of the following symptoms most of the time may be
eligible to participate in our research study. All research-
related care is provided at no cost to those who qualify.

Provided for
qualified participants:

Symptoms of ADHD:

+ Talks and fidgets excessively?
+ Difficulty organizing tasks?

« Difficulty sustaining attention?
« Easily distracted?

« Forgets and misplaces things?

+ Assessment & diagnosis

+ Physical examinations

+ Study medication

+ Comprehensive lab analysis
+ Compensation for time/travel

OTHER
LOCATIONS
e Colton, CA

(619) 298-4011
* 4402 Dayton Street
(619) 265-0334
(909) 422-1370

« Van Nuys, CA REQUIREMENTS
(818) 756-2080 ° 18+ Years of Age
o Las Vegas, NV ¢ Proof of Current Address
(702) 385-7337 e ID Required (Driver’s License & Proof of
Social Security Number, e.g., employee paycheck)

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!

For Plasma Programs Only: Bring this ad and receive a $5 bonus on your first successful plasma donation!

CALL FOR
OTHER
PROGRAMS.

We are now studying an investigational medication that
may help children with ADHD. All research-related care is
provided at no cost to those who qualify. Participants

will be compensated for time and travel.

O

! "

If interested, please call:

San Diego/La Mesa
619-667-4567
OPTIMUM Oceanside/North County
HEALTH SERVICES 760-631-3056
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Cajon, and then I
opened a second store
the following year at
North County Fair.” Nei-
ther shop did well. The
North County Fair shop
closed first, after only a
year in operation; the
second location locked
its doors about 18
months later. Steve then
moved to New Jersey to
work for a start-up pub-
lisher, Broadway
Comics, in Manhattan,
serving as vice president
of sales and marketing
under Marvel’s former

editor in chief, Jim
Shooter. A year later, that
company too was about
to close down, and Steve
returned to San Diego to
begin a home-based
marketing-consulting
firm.

Bill Schanes has
risen at Diamond
Comics Distribution to
become vice president of
purchasing, essentially
second-in-command
behind owner Steve
Geppi. “My current
responsibilities focus
primarily on the pur-

chasing of new product
for Diamond. This
includes reviewing all
our contract negotia-
tions with our suppliers,
our vendors, making
sure that the discounts
and prices set by our
brand managers are
within our target goals
to allow our customers
to be competitive in the
marketplace, while at the
same time meeting our
margin requirements.
We've got about 25 peo-
ple in the home office
who report to me, as

does the Diamond UK
purchasing staft.”
Diamond gained an
advantage over other
comic-book distributors
in August 1995, when
DC signed a deal to sell
its comics exclusively
through Diamond. In
1996, the company
absorbed Capital City,
and eventually, just
about every other
smaller-scale direct-
market distributor, at
least those that didn’t go
bankrupt or disappear.
When it comes to

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

comic books and
graphic novels, Dia-
mond remains virtually
the only full-service
wholesale distributor to
the comic-book, pop
culture, gaming, spe-
cialty, and collectors’
markets. The conglom-
erate enjoys exclusive
handling arrangements
with a number of pub-
lishers and provides the
only sales network for all
others. If Diamond
doesn’t carry a comic
book, i.e., if Bill Schanes
doesn’t opt to purchase

it, it has almost no
chance of reaching the
marketplace. Any mar-
ketplace. Since absorb-
ing Capital City and
wheeling and dealing
other rivals out of the
comic business in the
’90s, Diamond has
become a monopoly
similar in many ways to
the union network that
enjoyed exclusivity to
newsstands in the *60s
and ’70s.

It would seem ironic
that Bill Schanes, who
had a hand in disassem-

Finally, Extreme Smile Makeover|is in San Diego

BEFORE AFTER

¢ ZOOM (1-Hour Whitening)

¢ Sedation & Nitrous Oxide
¢ Implants

Straight Teeth in 6 Months

s

Free
* INVISALIGN (Invisible Braces) \(&i =il

Major credit cards

Dr. Shojania
Mon.-Sat.
Eve Appts. Available

As seen on Extreme Makeover
¢ Veneers, White Porcelain Crowns 858'751'5733

5927 Balboa Ave., SD 92111
Behind Bank of America

Laser Hair oies"

Voted Best Brazilian Bikini
Waxing in San Diego/La Jolla!

New Light Sheer Diode

La Jolla Dermatology and

Cosmetic Surgery Center
Howard Milstein, MD, and Associates
7334 Girard Ave., Suite 201, La Jolla

(Call for FREE consultation:
858-454-8811

$95 per 1/2 hour

on first session

(one area)

25% off all follow-up
treatments (one area)

Offers good with this ad only.
Expires 8/31/04.
New patients only.

$10 Off Brazilian Bikini Wax

(reg. $40 Women)

15% Off Back Waxing (ven)
Microdermabrasion $55

Session includes a soft peel.

15% Off All Facials
$10 Off These Indulgences:

¢ 1-hour relaxation massage ¢ Orange body scrub
First-time clients with this ad. Expires 9-2-04.

Brazilia Skin Care

3251 Holiday Court, Suite 203
858-638-1802

Quality Affordable

Breast Augmentation
Starting at $3,000

F Beauty Of

Discover
£ The Inner

Your Skin!

Qoind

“In my liftetime I've had over
nine surgeries and never had I
felt like a family member until
meeting Dr. Sarosy and his
staff. Wonderful people!!”
-Patty S., El Cajon

“I found Dr. Sarosy and his
team to be the most
professional and warm,
compassionate people. Thank
you, everyone!”

-Carmen P, San Diego

CENTER

Certified by the American Board of Surgery
8881 Fletcher Parkway, Suite 241~ La Mesa, CA 91942 - 619-697-1325
www.bestbody.cc ~ Financing Available

* European Facial
¢ Megapeel & Facial
* Cellulite Reduction

* Seaweed Body Treatment

(Reduces cellulite & exfoliates skin)

* Exfoliating Body Scrub
Treatments

* Glycolic Peels

e Custom Fruit Facials with
real fruit extracts

* Waxing

* Botox
Saturdays $10/unit

¢ Dead Sea Mud Mask
& Body Treatments

Microdermabrasion
& IPL Photorejuvenation $125

Call about additional skin care treatments and pricing!
All treatments performed by a licensed esthetician.

SKIN SENSATIONS

5222 Balboa Ave., Suite 41, San Diego * 858-573-2661
(In the Balboa Medical Arts Building) * Visa « MC
www.skinsensations.biz




bling the original good
ol’ boy publication-and-
distribution framework
in the name of equal
opportunity, ended up
supervising the rise of a
new corporate behe-
moth that today crowds
out start-up
competition.

In many ways,
Pacific formed the tem-
plate for Image Comics,
today’s most successful
San Diego—based comic
company. Image began
in 1992 as a publishing
imprint where creators
could own and profit
from their characters. It
was founded by Todd
McFarlane (who'd made
his name drawing Spi-
der-Man and the Hulk),
San Diego illustrator Jim
Lee (known for an
acclaimed run on the
Punisher comic), and
several other main-
stream Marvel artists.
Others joined up to
form a staff of creators,
including Jim Valentino,
who'd once worked as a
shipping clerk at Pacific’s
San Diego warehouse
('m told I was hired at
Pacific as Valentino’s
replacement). Sales of
Image titles, such as
Spawn and Wildcats,
quickly rivaled Marvel
and DC in numbers that
nobody before them, not
even Pacific, had ever
managed to pull off.
Once again, the Big Two
were forced to play
catch-up with an upstart
new indie publisher.
Reportedly over a mil-
lion copies of Todd
McFarlane’s Spawn #1
were printed and
snapped up in multiples
by eager comic con-
sumers who made
Image comics the best-
selling independent titles
of the past quarter
century.

So, if Pacific arrived
on the scene first with
the idea, the distribu-
tion, the printing
upgrades, the diverse
comic-book titles, and
the top-name creators,
why didn’t the Schaneses
manage to grab ahold of
the same brass ring that
allowed Todd McFarlane

the luxury of purchasing business long enough in 20th-century comic some great ideas at guys, excellent people to

Mark McGwire’s record- (31 consecutive years in books: times, but the actual exe- have in this hobby, in
breaking 70th home-run San Diego) to have an “Ultimately, what I cution and timing of this industry, but
baseball in 1999 for $2.7 informed opinion about recall most about Bill their efforts always together they were
million? the Schaneses’ strengths and Steve is that they seemed to just sputter, if marginal to lousy

Greg Pharis has and weaknesses, not to were terrific fans. They not completely fail. businessmen.” m
been around the comic mention the duo’s legacy had a lot of guts and They’re both very cool — Jay Allen Sanford
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LATEST WRINKLE TREATMENT *399

_ (HYLAFORM or RESTYLANE)  Persyringe
LASER HAIR REMOVAL $74 T N

Bikini Area, Underarm $94 Lip or Chin.

Price per treatment area with the purchase of a package of 5.

MAKEOVER SPECIALS!

$ *
Photofacial & Laser Collagen Rejuvenation 3 9 9

PHOTOFACIAL TREATMENT

$ *
Full Face Treatment! Treats Rosacea, Redness, 2 9 9

Flushing, Large Pores.

BOTOX

$ *
Wrinkles on Forehead, Frown Lines, Crow’s Feet 1 O 9

Price per treatment area with the purchase of a package of 5.

As k U S A b o u t ooc Actual patient after face-lift (above)

and before (right).
* Vaser Liposelection®

* Liposuction

* Breast augmentation, reduction and lift
* Face and neck lifts
* Forehead and brow lifts

* Nose and eyelid surgery

e Tummy tuck ¢ Laser skin rejuvenation
* Collagen to reduce lines and wrinkles

(Call for details.)

* Jessners Peel (Great for acne scarring and
sun damage.) R. SADRIAN, MD

p

*Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with Cosmetic, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon
other offers. Call for details. Exp. 8/30/04. Certified by The American Board of Plastic Surgery
1 866 B E S I LOO K 6|0b0|7ﬁ\
- - = Cosmetics  ay
www.globallasercosmetics.com (866-237-8566) (J

6950 Friars Rd., Suite 110 (Opposite Fashion Valley Mall) ¢ San Diego

9850 Genesee Ave., Suite 355 (On Scripps Memorial Hospital Campus) ¢ La Jolla
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Unforgettable

LONG-

THE HAUSER CANYON FIRE,
PART III:
COLD-TRAILING

“I didn’t see the forest ranger who got
trapped with the Marines,” recalled Colonel
William Hastie, whose 10th Cavalry helped
rescue burn victims from the Hauser
Canyon Fire of 1943.“T heard he felt ter-
ribly. But no person who has ever fought
treacherous brush fires could place blame
on him. They can burn quicker along the
ground than a man can run.”

The ranger was Buel Hunt. In the
official report for the Hauser Canyon
tragedy, he took much of the blame.

The 34-year-old from Linda Vista

was in charge, he said in
by an interview, of “100
Jeff untrained Marines.” Using
Smith shovels, brush hooks, and
Pulaskis, they were cutting

a line away from the main fire, in a tight
canyon draw. When Santa Ana winds
died — around 2:00 p.m., October 2 —
someone set a backfire. The two fires
joined, exploding like a bomb. Led by a
tongue of flame licking ahead of the blaze,
the white-hot conflagration rose 30 feet,
flashed over a ridge and across the draw,
and hit the crews like a blowtorch.

It charred Hunt’s hands and legs,
seared his hair and face. But given the
severity of other victims, medics on the

A GO

SAN DIEGO
scene called his injuries minor.

Hastie and soldiers from the 10th
Cavalry evacuated casualties. As the con-
voy of trucks and horse trailers wound its
way seven miles east to Campo, Hunt
passed out from shock. Shortly after he
awoke in Camp Lockett Hospital, the man
next to him died, “lungs burned.”

The fire wasn’t done. When the blow-
up occurred on Saturday, approximately
240 men fought the blaze. On Sunday,
October 3, 622 men were mobilized. In
the 1940s, fire lines were measured in
“chains,” one every 66 feet (a mile equals
80 chains). Saturday’s crews dug 75 chains.
When the fire was controlled the follow-
ing Wednesday, it had required 2340.

On Sunday at 4:30 a.m., Hastie and
the 10th Cav, the famous African-Amer-
ican “Buffalo Soldiers,” went back to
Hauser Canyon, into grayish-orange
clouds thousands of feet high.

There aren’t many places in the county
thatlook today the way they did 60 years
ago. Hauser Canyon lies 45 miles east of
San Diego, between Morena and Barrett
Dams. Massive Morena Butte watches
over it like a wizened Old Testament
patriarch. Except for hikers on the Pacific
Crest Trail and occasional clusters of
undocumented migrants, Hauser’s the
same empty brown gash of wilderness it
was in '43.

“It’s not like a movie canyon, all nice

and wide,” says Roger Challberg, presi-
dent of the Mountain Empire Historical
Society. “It’s so tight in there, little clear-
ings and side draws going this way and
that...such steep terrain. When nature is
against you, in a place like that, fire has
all the advantages.”

Without wind, on level ground, fires
grow at a walking pace. They move faster
up slopes, because they preheat the fuel
in front of them. Add wind, which makes
them burn hotter, to steep slopes, and
they can flash like lightning. John Maclean:
“Every firefighter knows the rule: Never
let a fire get below you on a mountain.
Only bears and fires, not firefighters, can
run uphill faster than down.”

Unlike the Marines the day before,
who were trainees at Camp Pine Valley;,
Hastie’s soldiers were a fixed, tactical orga-
nization, part of a division at Camp Lock-

b g |
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10th Cavalry “Buffalo Soldiers,” 1938

ett. Though they didn’t like the duty, they
had fought several fires and, as a line unit,
had an established chain of command. Years
later, Hastie confessed, “I hate to admit this,
but all this firefighting we did taught us
alot about leadership, logistics, and work-
ing under stress and fatigue.”

Along with their equipment and a
one-gallon canteen, many in the three
25-man crews had walkie-talkies. The
cavalry soldiers may have fought in rid-
ing britches, which they wore almost
exclusively.

Their task was to “cold trail” the east-
ern edge of the burn area. They scraped
a fire-control line and looked for spots that
could flare up, especially under hot white
ashes. Amid ovenlike conditions in the
canyon, they separated burned from
unburned material, throwing “hot stuff”
into the burned area, unburned outside.

QUOTATIONS:

1. Roger Challberg: “Fire will do unusual things, and those are the things that will kill you.”

2. Norman Maclean: “Coming to recognize you are wrong is like coming to recognize you are sick.

You feel bad before you admit you have any of the symptoms and certainly long before you are willing

to take your medicine.”

3. Zac Unger: “This is perhaps the hardest thing to learn, that you can never learn everything you

need to know for every situation, that a blueprint for putting out a fire is an imaginary construct.”

O1OHd ALIIDOS TVDIYOLSIH OD3IId NVS

HEALTH AND

BEAUTY

When a “C’ Is
Better Than an “A”

For more than 30 years, plastic surgeon Dr. William Taylor
has helped people like you achieve beautiful new looks.
Call today for a private consultation.

Beautiful breasts ® Fantastic face-lifts ® Nice new noses
Legendary liposuction « Excellent ears
Luscious lips ® Much more!

293-3191

Financing available

COSMETIC SURGICAL ARTS
WILLIAM G. TAYLOR, M.D., FA.CS.

Certified, American Board of Plastic Surgery
Hillcrest Medical Center, 4033 Third Ave., Suite 204
www.cosmeticsurgicalart.com

Q

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS
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whene pationts veceive
Properly spaced treatments for maximum effectiveness.

Treatments supervised and performed by Medical Professionals.

g
We also do: YAG Laser ."'-I:
IPL PhotoRejuvenation ~ 90 minute treatment Treats vertical facial lines, deep wrinkles :
Erases sun damage, broken capillaries Spider veins, varicose veins

Best rearment for Rosacea

] . Microdermabrasion
Reduces fine lines, pore size
. EKFD'IE.I’.EE E.I'IEI PD'IEI‘IES 5lﬁ.ll'l
|I'I'IFIFIJ'|.I'E5 Ekll'l texture

Brighter, younger looking skin with no down time S5kin Care products

End-of-Summer Special for Laser Hair Removal® (vuiid through 9/6/04.)

Written 2 year Guarantee Kenneth Gerber, MD

Competitive Prices Medical Director

Mo charge for topical anesthetic
Confidential treatments
LightSheer Diode Laser

Deborah Einsel, RN
Clinical Director

(858)625-0505

8950 Villa La Jolla Dr., Ste. C106 - La Jolla, CA 92037
Fax: 858.625.0515 - Web: clclajolla.com

Email: cosmeticlaser@sbecglobal.net
“hdat walid with any athes promoetion.
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They cleared brush from
under scorched trees —
called “snags” — and felled
those close to the edge. Some
held the back of an ungloved
hand three to four inches
above the ground, feeling
for heat. And since the fire
still raged nearby, they tried
to keep “one foot in the
black,” staying as close as
possible to an already burned
area.

“Nasty work,” recalled
Hastie, who also remem-
bered thickets of manzanita

“difficult to travel through
and a real torch when on
fire” and dry, wirelike brush
on the rocky slopes where
the fire hadn’t reached.
On Saturday, the fire
blew up in a draw near Cot-
tonwood Creek (just north
of the Marine Memorial).
On Sunday, at 10:30 a.m.,
crews from the 10th and
28th Cav regiments were
cutting a line south of the
creek, along the dusty truck
trail. Some say the main fire
jumped the waterway. The

10th Cav’s Company Morn-
ing Report says someone
set a backfire on a grassy
hill near a 25-man crew. If
50, it was the second wind-
aided, “accidental” backfire
in two days, and the second
to take human life.

The blaze crackled
across dry grass, churning
uphill like a flood.

“She’s coming!” shouted
a soldier.

“Into the black!” yelled
Lt. Stiles Gaftney, ushering
his platoon toward an

already charred area as the
flames advanced. The men
entered the relative safety
of the scorched terrain,
though cinders burned their
knee-length riding boots.

Corporal LeRoy Carter,
28,became separated from
the crew. Instead of racing
to the burn area, the Kansas
City native tried to outrun
the fire up a steep, man-
zanita-thick slope.

Panic? Maybe not.
Carter was about to be
engulfed. A power-sprint

straight uphill, fueled by
the will to live, may have
felt like the rational choice—
until, in a jolt of terror, he
saw he couldn’t make it.
Sheets of flame consumed
him.

The coroner’s report
says Carter died of “shock
due to third-degree burns,
severe.”

Hershel Higgins, a bull-
dozer operator on the scene,
said they found Carter’s
smoldering body lying “in
the burnt, three feet from liv-

ing brush”

Carter became Hauser’s
11th fatality. Over a five-
day period, the fire ravaged
16,000 acres. The cause, said
Camp Lockett’s Brigadier
General Thoburn K. Brown,
was “gunnery practice.” A
bullet — a tracer, most
likely — ignited a brush
area. Aided by the first rain
in weeks, the fire ceased
Wednesday, October 6.
Between 72 and 85 were
injured, at least 12 critically,
and 11 men died: 9 Marines,
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‘"America’s Top Surgeons for 2004
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Micro-Liposculpture Pl‘naser--TeC

NEW IMAGE
COSMETIC
SURGERY

of San Diego, Inc.

BEFORE
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Actual patient after Lower Body Lipo.

Actual patient after Lower Body Lipo. Actual patient after Male Breast Reduction.

Exclusively available in Southern California at New Image Cosmetic Surgery

Jeffry Schafer, M.D.- Southern California’s Micro-Liposculpture
surgeon specializing in body contouring with cutting-edge Phaser technology.
*Selected by the Consumers’ Research Council of America

www.sandiegolipo.com
1-800-810-6152

SAVE ‘1000
THROUGH 8-31-04

Results may vary.




Health Beauty Guide

Free 24-hour hotline for frequently asked questions

Call 619-233-9797 anytime and enter a four-digit extension, or visit our website: SanDiegoReader.com/health

Extension 7010

Abdominoplasty

1 What is abdominoplasty?
2 Full v. mini v. liposuction

3 Surgery
4 Risks & side effects
5 Recovery

Sponsored by

D. Glynn Bolitho,
MD, PhD, FACS
9834 Genesee Ave.,
Suite 311, La Jolla
866-208-8089
bolitho.md

Extension 7020

Face-Lift
1 Who can benefit?
2 Explanation of procedure

3 Alternate procedures
4 Side effects
5 After surgery

Sponsored by
Amir Moradi, MD
Face Beautiful
2023 W. Vista Way,
Suite F, Vista
760-726-6451

rejuvaspa.com

Extension 7160

Tanning

1 Indoor v. outdoor
2 Lotions

3 Seeing results

4 Spray-on tanning

Sponsored by
Bee Tan

4390 Moraga Avenue,
Clairemont
858-270-2543
beetan.net

Extension 7230

Acupuncture

1 Introduction

2 Headaches & pain

3 Menopause & PMS

4 Fibromyalgia

5 Work & sports injuries

Sponsored by

John Elliot, MS, LAc
Clairemont Wellness Center
3794 Clairemont Drive
858-274-9355
clairemontwellness.com

Extension 7130

Fotofacial

1 Aging skin

2 What is IPL Fotofacial?

3 How it works

4 What to expect

5 Frequently asked questions

Sponsored by

Vein & Liposculpture
Center

8881 Fletcher Parkway,
Suite 241, La Mesa
619-697-1325
bestbody.cc

Extension 7140

Spa Treatments

1 Anti-aging solutions

2 Shankara Bio Regenesis system

3 Day spa packages
4 Body & facial speed waxing

5 Tibetan massage & acupressure

Sponsored by
World Spa

10397 Friars Road,
Mission Valley
619-624-0506
worldspas.org

Extension 7070

Botox

1 What is Botox?

2 Botox & wrinkles

3 Effects of Botox

4 How much does it cost?

Sponsored by

Venus Medical

3166 Midway Dr.,
Suite 105, Point Loma
619-758-9875
venusmedical.com

Extension 7080

Laser Eye Surgery

1 About LASIK

2 Who is a candidate?
3 Your eye exam

4 Surgery

5 After surgery

Sponsored by

Farzad Yaghouti, MD
Global Laser Vision
6950 Friars Rd., Suite 100
Mission Valley
800-438-5274
globallaservision.com

Extension 7220
ThermaCool™
1 What is it?

2 [s it safe?

3 Results

4 Long-term effects

5 Number of treatments

—

Sponsored by

Mario S. Yco, MD, FACS
477 N. El Camino Real,
Suite A-210, Encinitas
760-944-4211
facesurgery.com

Extension 7040

Breast Surgery

1 Breast augmentation

2 Silicone v. saline implants
3 Breast lift

4 Breast reduction

5 Male breast reduction

Sponsored by

D. Glynn Bolitho,
MD, PhD, FACS
9834 Genesee Ave.,
Suite 311, La Jolla
866-208-8089
bolitho.md

Extension 709(_)
Laser Hair
Removal

1 About our center

2 How it works

3 Which laser is best?

4 Treatment

5 Appointments & costs

Sponsored by

San Diego Laser

Medical Center

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
888-735-2737
sandiegolasercenter.com

Extension7030
Tumescent
Liposuction

1 How it works

2 Best candidates

3 Risks & side effects
4 After surgery

5 Your new figure

Sponsored by
Amir Moradi, MD
Face Beautiful
2023 W. Vista Way,
Suite F, Vista
760-726-6451
rejuvaspa.com

Extension 7100
Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Smile makeover

2 1-day wrinkle eraser
3 Who is a candidate?

4 What will it look like?
5 Whitening

Sponsored by
Gregory L. Friedman,
DMD, AACD
10755 Scripps Poway Pkway

Suite K, Scripps Ranch
858-547-0070

Extension 7180
Laser Tattoo
Removal

1 How does it work?

2 Who is a candidate?

3 Is it painful?

4 How much does it cost?
5 After the treatments

Sponsored by

Tattoo Removal

Laser Clinic

DeAnza View Medical Ctr.
3737 Moraga Avenue
Suite B-111, Mission Bay
858-272-2021

trlaser.com

Extension 7050

Weight Loss

1 What should I eat?

2 How much can I lose?
3 Body Mass Index (BMI)
4 Ts the Atkins Diet safe?
5 Exercise: How much?

i sk
Sponsored by
Viva Wellness
Medical Group
3166 Midway Drive,
Suite 105, Point Loma
619-222-5433
vivawellness.com

Extension 7210

Cosmetic Fillers
1 Introduction

2 Collagen

3 Restylane™

4 Radiance™

5 Conclusion

Sponsored by

William L. Heimer II, MD
Surfside Dermatology
Kelly Halloran, RNC, FNP
320 Santa Fe Dr.,

Suite 310, Encinitas
760-944-7000

Extension 7.060
Laser Vein/Rosacea
Treatment

1 About our center

2 Causes of spider veins/rosacea
3 How lasers treat spider veins
4 Treatments

5 Appointments & costs

Sponsored by

San Diego Laser

Medical Center

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
888-735-2737
sandiegolasercenter.com

Extension 7200

Weight Loss
Lap-Band Surgery

1 What is it?

2 Best candidates

3 Lap band v. gastric bypass
4 Risks & side effects

5 Recovery

Sponsored by

Ariel Ortiz Lagardere, MD,
FACS

866-DR-ORTIZ (376-7849)
obesitycontrolcenter.com

Extension 7150
Eyelid Surgery
1 What is blepharoplasty?
2 Will scars be noticeable?
3 Recovery period

4 Is laser used?
5 Alternatives

Sponsored by

Mario S. Yco, MD, FACS
477 N. El Camino Real,
Suite A-210, Encinitas
760-944-4211
facesurgery.com

Extension 7000

Rhinoplasty

1 Procedures

2 Nose "design" options

3 Risks & side effects

4 After surgery

5 Resumption of activities

Sponsored by

Mario S. Yco, MD, FACS
477 N. El Camino Real,
Suite A-210, Encinitas
760-944-4211
facesurgery.com

The professionals who
provide this information
are solely responsible for
its content. This infor-
mation does not address
all medical situations,
nor is it intended to
replace a medical con-
sultation. It is provided
free, but if calling from
outlying areas, you may
incur toll charges on
your telephone bill.
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Corporal Carter,and a civil-
ian whose name, to this day,
remains unknown.

On October 8 an inves-
tigation began that estab-
lished blame for the casu-
alties. The Hauser Canyon
Fire happened six decades
ago. Although that’s along
time to reconsider an event,
some cold-trailing is in order.

Carter panicked, the
official report said. “The
fatality resulted from the
trooper’s own disobedience
of orders given him by supe-
rior officers.” But Carter got
separated from his crew,

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

eyewitnesses say, and may
not have heard the orders.
He simply ran to the near-
est safety. Disobedience,
attested by junior officers
on the scene, absolves higher
ups — and whoever set the
backfire.

Hunt took most of the
blame, even though the
report acknowledges an
anomaly: “The change in
fire behavior in crossing the
mouth of the gulch was,
while not unique, decid-
edly unusual.” The fire spread
downhill quickly, which is
rare; it also shifted from the

front to a flank. All are
changes “many fire leaders
of substantial experience
have never encountered in
practice.”

Though he’d worked
11 years in the forestry ser-
vice, and even though the
sudden wind-shift whipped
the fire along unforeseen
angles, the report says Hunt
lacked experience and acted
“imprudently” By not rec-
ognizing the danger and
calling a retreat sooner, he
placed his crew in harm’s
way.

Roger Challberg: “Peo-

Participate in an intimate yet powerful, exciting, fun-filled
retreat that promotes health, beauty and well-being for life.

Women’s Wellness &
Beauty 1-Day Retreat

Saturday, August 21, 7 am-5 pm

Registration $45 (group rates available)

Retreat package includes: 6 Sessions, yoga, beauty
makeovers, nutrition, fitness experts, motivational speakers,
finances and more. Gift bags, continental breakfast,
box lunch, door prize drawings.

For more info or to register call: 858-565-0699
3954 Murphy Canyon Road, Ste. D200 « Conference Room (Upstairs)

plelook back and ask: what
did we do wrong, what did
we do right? But it wouldn’t
matter whose crew was there,
given the location.

“P'velearned not to sec-
ond-guess. 've seen fires in
high winds: flames leap an
eight-lane freeway. [Fire-
|breaksre normally 100 feet.
An eight-lane freeway. That’s
concrete. And vwyvvt—right
across, ka-poof! You could
have the finest radios, finest
fire departments, trucks,
everything. .. With ripe con-
ditions like in ’43 — and
today —nothing’ll stop a
fire”

Hunt was second in
command. “One of the
favorite scapegoats in his-
tory,” writes Norman
Maclean, is “the ‘second
guy’” In an interview 40
years later, Hunt said friends
told him he got “a dirty deal
on that review.”

The person in com-
mand, Jack Ewing, received
amild hand-slap for “over-
appraising” Hunt’s abilities
and for not checking Hunt’s
“indirect” fire-break (which
may have been too close,
say Hastie and Gunner
Willard Wright). At no point
does the report mention
that Ewing, miles from the
scene at the time, forgot he

had Marines in that draw
when he ordered a backfire.

The report concludes:
“Disciplinary action directed
at Hunt or his immediate
superior would be, in effect,
a denial that the proved
process of producing qual-
ified fire control leadership
is essentially correct and
necessary. The Board rec-
ommends that no formal
disciplinary action be taken.”

To admit mistakes, in
other, less-convoluted words,
would admit that the train-
ing process had flaws.

On July 9, 1953, ten
years after the Hauser
tragedy, Ewing was boss of
the Rattlesnake Fire in Men-
docino National Forest. He
forgot he had a crew, 23
local missionaries and a
ranger, down in Powder-
house Canyon. At around
10:15 p.m., a bizarre wind-
shift to Santa Ana-like con-
ditions turned the blaze
downbhill. Spot-fires, caused
by fireballs igniting in the
tall grass, trapped the men.
“No one,” writes John
Maclean, “expected a major
downslope wind after dark
in this part of Northern
California.” As at Hauser,
the change in fire behavior
was “unusual”

But this time, writes

Maclean, Ewing had “a
redemptive moment. The
fire had fooled everyone.
Ewing, the fire boss, made
the same mistakes he had
made on the Hauser Creek
fire, forgetting a crew and
failing to anticipate a wind
shift. But when he realized
the danger on the Rattlesnake
Fire, he put his life at stake
and ran toward the flames
to help the survivors escape.”

Between 1910 and 1957,
there were seven “tragedy
fires,” in which ten or more
died, in the U.S. Two — the
Hauser Canyon Fire of 1943
and the 11-fatality Inaja Fire
of 1956 — were in San Diego
County. In 1957 a task force
studied tragedy fires and
devised the Ten Standard
Fire Orders: a thorough
reevaluation,  writes
Stephen J. Pyne, “of the
whole state of the art, from
research to training to pro-
tective clothing.

Pyne: “In the old days
it was enough, in the words
of one safety publication,
to ‘stay with your foreman’
if there was danger: ‘he has
been to many fires and is
still alive? That was no longer
good enough with orga-
nized district and interre-
gional crews.”
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during the first week of
October 1943, show a world
at war: “NAZI-TRAPPED
JEWS REPORTED SUI-
CIDES,” “ALLIED FIFTH
ARMY TAKES VITAL
TOWN OF BENEVENTO,”
“GOEBBELS WARNS,
REASSURES NAZIS,”
“MAJOR BLAZES CUT
WIDE PATH THROUGH
WATERSHED,” the latter
referring to the Hauser Fire.
Though the worst up to that
time in San Diego County,
the fire soon vanished from
newspaper pages, and then
from memory.

On November 20, 1943,
the Marine Second Divi-
sion fought one of the blood-
iest battles of World War I1
at Tarawa. Assault boats
landed at low tide far from
shore. Enemy gunfire pinned
down Marines in waist-high
water. Over 1000 died before
they took the Japanese-held
airstrip at Betio.

John Loop, 35 years a
firefighter for the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection: “The
horrors of Tarawa, about
six weeks after the Hauser
Canyon Fire, turned San
Diego’s attention away from
home and back to the war.
In time, that hellish fire and
the men who fought and
the men who died became
all but forgotten.”

Not forgotten. m
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SUMMER'S DONE

THE LAST DAYS BEFORE SCHOOL STARTED MY MOTHER WOULD
drag me, unrepentantly sullen, through hot city streets. While
I was still brimming with memories of bottling fireflies and
plunging underwater to swim between ghostly bodies, we would
ride the creaking elevator up to the department store girls’
section and buy plaid dresses trimmed with white collars.
We would go to the shoe store. I would climb onto the seat

and unbuckle my sandals. I would pull on stiff new socks over
my stubbed toes, and the salesman, leaning over me, would force

T3 = :

EUNENTARY SCHOO

my feet into ungiving leather oxfords. I would do as he said and walk in the tight shoes,
up and down the carpeted floor, stopping in front of him and my mother. They poked at
the leather over my big toe and talked about growing room.

Athome my mother would make me stand on a dining room chair to try on last year’s
dresses, to see what fit and what needed a hem let down. The air would be muggy. Out-
side windows, beneath eaves, hornets whirred and on the kitchen windowsills, fruit flies
circled above ripening tomatoes. Houseflies sleepily patrolled the tablecloth, straying
across our lunch leftovers. I remember thinking that when
we were all dead, the insects would still be alive. They would
be eating the leftovers we would be by then.

I would slip out of shorts I'd worn at camp (I'd be wear-
ing my sun-faded swimsuit for underwear) and wriggle into
one after another of the dresses, which inevitably would
have grown snug. Buttoning the tiny buttons my fingers
would seem too big, and I would grow impatient with effort. I would perspire and scratch
at a real or imaginary mosquito bite. I would fidget. I would feel as if I were itching all
over. My mother, on her knees on the carpet, would look up at me, pins pinched between
her lips at one side of her mouth, skewing her heart-shaped face. She’d frown, say, “Stand

she stuck in pins, I would count down how many days
left to Labor Day. I would tally the few remaining
evenings I could stay up late as I liked and do all day
what my mother when she scolded me said was all I
ever wanted to do: “What I God damn well pleased.” She
would often add, “Left to your own devices, you would
grow up wild.”

I counted down how many days left to
Labor Day. I tallied the remaining

evenings I could stay up late as I liked.

She was right.
What was wild in me loved summer.
Those remaining preschool days, when neighbor-

still.”

While my mother adjusted hems, abjuring me again and again not to wiggle while

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

hood friends and I played out of doors under the evening

sky, we would play as recklessly as gamblers down to their
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last dime. We would swing
each other perilously high
on swings, throw balls
without caring where they
landed. Indoors, I would
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go around hunched over,
and my mother, ten times
a day, must have been say-
ing, “Stand up straight!”

Summer existed in a
golden present tense, past
and future no more than
vague margins. As Labor
Day Saturday passed and
Sunday arrived, the future
gobbled up the hours. I
brooded over the impos-
sibility of eating Cream
of Wheat at 6:45 in the
morning and learning long
division and conjugating
étre. 1 dreaded sitting
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cramped behind a school
desk, dreaded memoriz-
ing for piano lessons. I
worried about who I
would get for teachers. I

see on Saturday afternoons
showed scenes in which
cowboys corralled and
broke wild horses. The
horses reared back their

Anyone who passed by

could hear the break

between mother and

child.

flinched against being
bossed about and made
to stand in lines and ask
permission to use the bath-
room. Gym mats’ soured
sweat smell came back to
me. I worried about bul-
lies. I mourned (with, I
would guess, vast sighs)
the lost hour after school
that would be given over
to scales and dull horrid
compositions written for
children, pieces whose
tunes didn’t sound any-
thing like radio love songs
I’d begun to learn the
words to.

Cowboy movies I'd

I did.

huge heads and snorted
and whinnied. Their
unshod hooves stirred
dust clouds. The cowboys
kept after them. So that
no matter how heroically
the horses resisted, there
always came the terrible
moment when the cow-
boy triumphed and the
horse relinquished its will.

This morning on my
corner a woman with a
red scarf tied over her hair
hoisted what must have
been a six-year-old boy
up onto the first step of the
school bus. From almost
every window children’s
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faces looked out, and their
voices, pitched high with
excitement and reverber-
ating within the closed
metal, made me think of
pet cages filled wing-to-
wing with bright birds.

The boy’s right foot
reached the second step,
then he turned, seeking
out his mother’s face, a
terrible look stamped on
his tiny features. His eyes,
the dark brown velvety
color of the horses’ eyes,
were filling. “Goodbye,”
his mother waved, her
wave tense and uncon-
vincing, “goodbye.”

So palpably painful
was their parting that even

above the bus’s noisy idle
and squawking children,
it seemed that anyone who
passed by could hear the
break between mother
and child. I did. The bus
door wheezed shut, muf-
fling the shrill children;
the driver eased back into
traffic. The mother
watched the bus pull away
and then headed back
down our block, dabbing
at her eyes with the red
kerchief. She walked, then,
as old women walk.
Rising sun warmed
the morning air, burned
off dew. I took shoes to
be reheeled and soled and
polished, picked up the

dozen brown eggs brought
to me from a country hen-
house, visited for a few
minutes with their bearer,
who added to her gift of
eggs a fat warted Hub-
bard squash to which was
still attached a frayed
umbilical vine.
“Summer’s over,” my
friend said matter-of-factly
as she wrapped the squash
in newspaper. As if to
underline her statement,
she led me out to her back
yard and showed me her
sunflowers. They had
grown six feet high and
flowered big around as
her patio table and were
strewing saffron powders

onto the fence. “The
weight,” she said, “the
weight tipped the flowers
over.”

Some weight tipped
me over, too.

Back home, I paid bills
and answered letters and
answered the telephone
when it rang and thought
of the little boy, followed
him in my mind’s eye as
the noisy bus swallowed
him up. I had known as I
walked by the bus stop
that the story acting itself
out there was primarily
about a child’s break with
his mother. I knew the
story was as much about
mother as child. But what

the sight provoked in me
was my own childhood
sorrow at summers’
endings.

I unwrapped the gray,
warty Hubbard squash,
spreading out on my
counter the newspaper in
which my friend wrapped
it, noting beneath my
hands the photographs of
high school football
teams — the boys’ faces
blunt — and the ads for
lunchboxes and notebook
paper and crayons.

While I licked the last
stamp on my stack of
envelopes, I thought, “The
little boy must even now
be opening hislunchbox.”

I said to myself then, as
rebelliously as I must have
said it when I was ten,
“Why does summer have
to end, why does push
have to come to shove,
why do I have to wear
shoes, why do I have to
speak not sing, why do
dreams have to be knit—
tediously — into thoughts,
why all those long years
ago did I have to learn to
multiply vast sums I’ve
never earned? Why, why,
why? m

— Judith Moore

This story first appeared
in the Reader on August
26,1993
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In Out of Africa, Isak Dinesen described the Kikuyu tribe’s first expo-
sure to writing: “I learned that the effect of a piece of news was many
times magnified when it was imparted by writing. The messages that
would be received with doubt and scorn if they had been given by

It Would
All Be a
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Without a
Shepherd

War and Peace would not have been
distributed or probably even written
without the steam that powered the

locomotives and the presses.
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word of mouth were now taken as gospel truth.”

— Whereas we may have just weathered the cultural moment
when erudite critical theorists devoted their best energy to “liberating
the signifier from the signified,” as if written discourse were actually a
kind of Mad Hatter’s tea party. Writers were the casualty of this cam-
paign, replaced by what Michel Foucault called “the author func-
tion.” As Frederick Crews said in The Critics Bear It Away, “Once
writers have been discounted as the primary shapers of their works,
critics are free to ‘liberate signifiers from the signified’— that is, to
make a text mean anything or noth-
ing according to whim.”

As an operative author function
myself, ’'m reminded of a graffito I
used to see carved into desktops

when I was an under-
graduate at Notre Dame:

“God is dead”
— Nietzsche, 1899

“Nietzsche is dead”
— God, 1900

We could do the same

now for Foucault, but, as
Richard Nixon said about
Watergate, it would be
wrong. Moreover, if we
liberate Foucault’s signi-
fier it does indeed signify
something: the decline in
the prestige of writing

from its dazzling intro-
duction into preliterate
culture to its diminished
role in our own. There is no
question about that. If the
prestige of writing is diminished — not by the collective
failure of writers but by the once again dazzling new
technologies of communication and memory, which are
changing (just as writing did) the very nature of human
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communication and memory — the prestige of writers,
wizards of the old technology, is diminished. Not sur-
prisingly, this makes writers anxious. It impinges on
their livelihood, on what they can publish, and on what
they write. It’s impossible to know where we are going.
We could end up in broom closets wearing virtual reality
helmets and blinking across the galaxy at one another.
Perhaps artfully. The two incontrovertible lessons of the
history of technologies — the things humans invent to
alter their world — are (1) they have a momentum of
their own and (2) their cultural hence psychological
effects are huge and unpredictable. This is what scares
people, although the effects are usually a mixed bag and
occasionally unambigu-
ously benign. Antibiotics
have been swell, and we
can really appreciate
them now that resistant
strains of bacteria have
developed to make so
many of them ineffective.
There is no doubt that
the American Revolution
in 1776 would not have
happened without the
invention of movable
type in 1452. On most
days I think this was
more good than bad. War
and Peace would not have
been distributed or prob-
ably even written without
the steam that powered
the locomotives and the
presses. The ambition of
Tolstoy’s novels was obvi-
ously an outgrowth of his
cultural and technologi-
cal moment. At present,
which is all I can even
attempt to describe, there
are and can be no more Tolstoys: writers who immedi-
ately and significantly affect their society’s political and
cultural life, which in turn affects their writing and
indeed all writing. There is certainly something in this to

Anton Chekhov
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mourn. When Chekhov
heard Tolstoy was seri-
ously ill, he wrote:

I dread Tolstoy’s death.
If he died, a large vac-
uum would be formed
in my life. In the first
place, I have never
loved any human being
as much as I do him. I
am an unbeliever, but
of all faiths I regard his
as the one nearest to
me and the one that
suits me best. Second,
when Tolstoy is part of
literature, it is easy and
agreeable to be a writer;
even the knowledge
that you have not
accomplished and
never will accomplish
anything is not so terri-
ble, for Tolstoy makes
up for all of us. His
activity justifies all the
hopes and expectations
that are pinned on lit-
erature. Third, Tolstoy,
with his enormous
authority, stands firm,
and as long as he
remains among the liv-
ing, bad taste in litera-
ture, all vulgarity, inso-
lent or tearful, all
harsh, embittered vani-
ties, will remain remote
and in deep shadow.
Only his moral author-
ity is capable of keeping
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so-called literary
moods and trends at a
certain height. Without
him, it would all be a
flock without a shep-
herd, or a jumble in
which it would be hard
to find one’s way.

With a nod to Foucault, I
must say that this homage
says no less about
Chekhov’s great spirit
than it does about Tol-
stoy’s great work, but it
seems unlikely that we
will be hearing any such
tributes to Michael Crich-
ton or Danielle Steele.
Nor are they our cultural
movers and shakers. The
real money guys, direc-
tors like Spielberg and
Stone, make the real
blockbusters, like
Schindler’s List and JFK
(the latter of which
caused a new congres-
sional hearing on
Kennedy’s assassination).
We live in a different
world than Chekhov’s
and speak a language into

which it’s hard to trans-
late phrases like “moral
authority.” Both of these
movies did have the
effects they did in part
because of their moral
thrust, but they were and
are impossible to watch
(for me, at least) without
an awareness that that

cially, it was essential for
him to appear earnest,
which was the business of
his PR director and
media coach. The possi-
bility that he may in fact
be earnest in his own
mind does not in the least
alter the fact that his
movie is not, which is the

Auden, with characteristic

perspicacity, said, “Sincerity,

in the proper sense of the word,

meaning authenticity is,

or ought to be, a writer's chief

preoccupation.”

moral thrust is part of the
product. Corporations do
not have moral authority,
as much as their spokes-
men may want us to
think so. Only humans
do. Both must be known
by their actions, not by
their spin doctors. In
Spielberg’s case, espe-

only evidence that mat-
ters. Schlock pervades
everything in his
Schindler’s List from the
shape of the narrative to
the characterizations.
There isn’t a moment
when Spielberg isn’t look-
ing at the audience
instead of at his material,
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and the places he departs
most egregiously from
Thomas Keneally’s

novel — such as
Schindler’s weepy speech
at the end — are dead
giveaways. Everything in
the movie is just a whole
lot too pretty. When the
women strip to shower at
the death camp, they
could be heading for the
Jacuzzi at Sports Club LA.
To tell the truth about the
Holocaust the way Primo
Levi does in Survival in
Auschwitz is not a viable
corporate decision. In
arguments about the
movie I had with my
friends, some of them
forgave it on that basis.
This makes me apoplec-
tic, since reducing what
we ask is one of the main
symptoms of media
drubbing — a Gresham’s
Law of aesthetic response,
bad money driving out
the good, producing one
standard for “art” and
another for
“entertainment.”
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The brain, God help
us, apparently registers
every experience. Neuro-
biologists are now argu-
ing over the best
metaphor for what hap-
pens when we register an
experience in memory;
the dominant one at pre-
sent is that the volume of
certain synapses are
turned up. That is, among
the trillions of pathways
in our brains the billions
of neurons can take, a
memory makes it easier
for that pathway to be
taken again, as if the neu-
ron were attracted to the
synapse that clamors
loudest for it. This seems
like an unconsciously
positive and self-justify-
ing description of our
infoglut culture, as was
the survival of the fittest
for 19th-century British
colonialism. The average
teenager (whatever that
is) watches six hours of
television a day and he
will see an estimated two
and a half million com-

mercials if he lives to be
65, not to mention the
ads in newspapers and
magazines and on almost
every item of clothing he
and his friends wear.
What is this doing to peo-
ple? Nobody really
knows. Our brains are
exposed to those whose
only job is to profit from
them, who bewilder and
enchant us. But this is
almost beside the point.
The point is only a per-
son can have moral
authority and the evi-
dence of it is spoken by
the art, whatever its form.
It’s not that movies or TV
programs can’t have it; it’s
simply that they don’t
when every decision from
casting to camera angles
(not to mention what the
story is and how it’s told)
is made to make money
not to tell the truth.
Everybody knows this
and yet the idea of truth
itself is consequently and
continuously under-
mined. We who agree on
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Before

nothing agree that there
is no such thing. The
champion platitude of
our time is that we each
have our own points of
view. This is also just a
whole lot too obvious.
For a writer, it has to be
the starting point not the
finish line. Here’s
Chekhov again:

A writer should be as
objective as a chemist;
he must give up every-
day subjectivity and
realize that dunghills
play a very respectable
role in a landscape, and
that evil passions
belong to life as much
as good ones do.

A writer is not a
confectioner, not a cos-
metician, not an enter-
tainer; he is a man with
an obligation, under
contract to his duty, his
conscience; he must do

with what is dirty in
life.

Literature is called
artistic when it depicts
life as it actually is. Its
purpose is truth, hon-
est and indisputable.

Survival in Auschwitz
clearly embodies Levi’s
intention is to tell the
truth. The importance of

writing works. Like many
good ideas, this one
merged with others float-
ing in the air (from Sym-
bolism and Surrealism)
and evolved into a mis-
conception: that the
writer shouldn’t have any
intention in the first
place. Chekhov said:

If one is to deny that

For Chekhov the writer must give

up “everyday subjectivity” and

“be as objective as a chemist.”

intention, much less of
telling the truth, has been
a taboo topic since the
New Critics (who taught
Bishop’s and Welty’s gen-
eration how to read and
consequently how to
write) decreed that to

question and intention
exist in creative work, it
becomes necessary to
admit that the artist
creates without pre-
meditation, without
design, under the influ-
ence of an affect; there-

I udi NiCCly, RNP ;h'" what he has set out to identify the writer’s inten- fore, if some author

(760) 505-3313 Afiel do; he is bound to fight tion was a fallacy. They were to boast to me

or meso-art@cox.net his squeamishness and did so in order to focus that he had written a
dirty his imagination exclusively on how the tale without a previ-
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ously thought out
intention but by inspi-
ration alone, I would
call him a madman.

This is not to argue that
there isn’t discovery and a
sense of play in the pro-
cess of composition —
just that there can’t be
only those if the writing is
not to be merely trivial or
eccentric. Auden, with
characteristic perspicac-
ity, said, “Sincerity, in the
proper sense of the word,
meaning authenticity is,
or ought to be, a writer’s
chief preoccupation...
Some writers confuse
authenticity, which they
ought always to aim at,
with originality, which
they should never bother
about.” Like happiness,
originality comes as a
byproduct. To seek it, to
will it, is the best way not
to get it. As for authentic-
ity, we are dying for it
amidst all the fakery and
fragmentation. It’s a rea-
son to read and a reason

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

to write — for me, the
compelling reason — and
directs every decision
about both subject and
style.

Authenticity (“that
which can be believed or
accepted”) suffuses the
writing of Survival in
Auschwitz in its every
aspect: its absence of sen-
timentality and self-pity,
the rigor of its self-por-
trayal, its compassion for
others, the efficient arc of
the narrative, the unob-
trusive brilliance of its
style. When I read it, as
have 10 or 12 times (once
aloud), I don’t care in the
least who Primo Levi was
except as the writer of
this book. But in this
capacity I care absolutely.
Henry James said, “What
interests me most about a
work of art is the artist’s
quality of mind.” I would
add to “mind”: spirit,
heart, talent (Chekhov:
“Talent is the ability to
distinguish the essential
from the inessential”).

Levi’s writing tells me
who Levi is. He is not
Primo the character in
the book. He is the book.
In Flaubert’s famous
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actual patient

words, “The writer in his
book is like God in the
universe, present every-
where and visible
nowhere.” It doesn’t mat-
ter that Levi wrote his
book on Sunday after-
noons over the course of
a single year, or threw
himself from the fourth
floor down the central
stairwell of his apartment
building 40 years later, or
had a wife and two chil-
dren, or loved his mother,
or was a tiny matchstick
of a man with a short
pointy beard, or might
have done some things he
was ashamed of. The
book speaks with moral
authority across the dis-
tance of more than 50
years in a translation
from another language.
There may be people who
do not love it. Happily, I
have not met them. The
three times I taught the
book, none of my stu-
dents were so unkind or
impolitic to tell me they
didn’t love it. But when it

was published in 1947 the
memory of the war in
Italy was painfully fresh.
It sold a few hundred
copies and went out of
print.

Here is a passage
from the chapter entitled
“October, 1944,” which
dramatizes one of the
periodic selections of
prisoners to be gassed.
There was more than one
selection in Auschwitz
during the year of Levi’s
imprisonment, but this is
the one that stands for
them all in his book.
Everything about the
writing is designed to
allow us to see what hap-
pens as through a sky-
light, to understand it as
the writer does in the
moment he is writing,
and to be inside the expe-
rience with him as a char-
acter — all at the same
time. This is something
movies will never be able
to do, for all their power
of immediacy. Levi’s writ-
ing, too, could not be

more transparent, and
the rigor and simplicity of
the style implicitly com-
municate the writer’s
understanding of what
he’s writing about. Note
the verb tenses and the
pronouns; notice where
Levi positions himself
both as a character in the
story and as the writer
who tells it and com-
ments on it.

Now we are all in the
Tagesraum, and besides
there being no time,
there is not even any
room in which to be
afraid. The feeling of
the warm flesh pressing
all around is unusual
and not unpleasant.
One has to take care to
hold up one’s nose so
as to breathe, and not
to crumple or lose the
card in one’s hand.

The Blockaltester has
closed the connecting-
door and has opened
the other two which
lead from the dormi-

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

"My kids love
the dentist.”

e Pediatric Dentistry
and Orthodontics
under one roof

¢ TVs and video games
located throughout
the office

* Magic fun zone
play area

e Multilingual staff

« 24-hour emergency PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY ]
- DR. NAZLI KER AN
service “The Tooth Keri”
* Patient incentives ORTHODONTICS A
for good dental care DR. KAMI HOSS
“Dr. HaveOneSuperSmile”

2226 Otay Lakes Road, Eastlake
345 F Street #250 & #260

e Pager service
for busy parents

P i)

. . Chula Vista ]
Experience first-hand why we n
have become one of the fastest- CALL: 619-DENTIST
growing and most-talked-about (336-8478) J
orthodontic and pediatric dental ) - =

offices in all of San Diego.

Summer
Specials
75 Off

IPL Photofacial
$325 (reg. $400)

550 Off

$75 (reg. $125)

25 Off

Botox and Fillers
First-time clients.

Exp. 9/30,/04

Microdermabrasion

We combine the practice of
medicine and spa therapies in

one treatment center.

We offer:

Laser hair removal
IPL Photofacial™

Clearlight™
(acne treatment)

Botox
Collagen and fillers

™

Restylane™ and Hylaform™

Microdermabrasion

Eyebrow shaping/waxing

Leg vein treatments
Facials
Chemical peels

Now offering: Permanent makeup

Massage therapy

Call now for a complimentary
consultation with one of our
medical professionals.

BELLA PELLE

MEDIT C AL § PA

Barry E. LoSasso, MD — Medical Director
Kimberly K. Hottmann, PA-C
324 Encinitas Blvd., Encinitas

760-436-4050




tory and the Tagesraum
outside. Here, in front
of the two doors,
stands the arbiter of
our fate, an SS subal-
tern. On his right is the
Blockaltester, on his left,
the quartermaster of
the hut. Each one of us,
as he comes naked out

the Mississippi.”

of the Tagesraum into
the cold October air,
has to run the few steps
between the two doors,
give the card to the SS
man and enter the dor-
mitory door. The SS
man, in the fraction of
second between two

successive crossings,

back and front, judges
everyone’s fate, and in
turn gives the card to
the man on his right or
his left, and this is the
life or death of each of
us. In three or four
minutes, a hut of 200
men is “done,” as is the
whole camp of 12,000

“Twain the writer and Twain
the possessor of entirely personal
experiences are never allowed to

displace the subject-life on

men in the course of an
afternoon.

Jammed in the
charnel-house of the
Tagesraum, 1 gradually
felt the human pressure
around me slacken,
and in a short time it
was my turn. Like
everyone, I passed by
with a brisk and elastic

step, trying to hold my
head high, my chest
forward and my mus-
cles contracted and
conspicuous. With the
corner of my eye I tried
to look behind my
shoulders, and my card
seemed to end on the
right.

As we gradually
come back into the
dormitory we are
allowed to dress our-
selves. Nobody yet
knows with certainty
his own fate, it has first
of all to be established
whether the con-
demned cards were on
the right or on the left.
By now there is no
longer any point in
sparing each other’s
feelings with supersti-
tious scruples. Every-
body crowds around
the oldest, the most
wasted-away, the most
“musselmann”; if their
cards went to the left,
the left is certainly the
side of the condemned.

ENT

COSMETIC MAKEUP

Cosmetic

Procedures
Eyeliner 300 (reg. *400)
Lip Liner *300 (reg. *400)
Eyebrows *300 (reg. *400)
Full Lip *600 (reg. *800)

Corrective .
Procedures

* Facial camouflage
* Areola pigmentation
* Cleft lip redefinition
* Remove freckles,
age spots, and sun spots

Scar
Removal

* Acne scars

* Skin graft scars

* Surgical scars

* Hypertrophics scars

A Treat from

Head to Toe —

all for only *145

3-31/2 hours. Package includes:

* European facial

* Complete 1-hour therapeutic
body massage

* Manicure & Pedi-spa

Free Consultation ® Gift Certificates Available

8 Free Microdermabrasions

with purchase of

8 Series IPL

(Photofacial) $1200

* Increases collagen & elasticity

with a glance at one’s ¢ Choice of any body spa treatment

Microdermabrasion with Rejuvenation Facial

can be substituted for European Facial; add $35. * Rid yourself of wrinkles, lines and folds, age spots, pores,

stretch marks, dilated capillaries and rosacea

HEALTH AND

BEAUTY

Spa Treatments

Summer Package *110

Begin with a European facial. After the facial we
give you a relaxing back facial beginning with
deep cleansing and followed by exfoliation using
hydro-active mineral salts to polish away dullness.
Relax with a Swedish or acupressure massage with
essential oils. Finish with a sea mud pack, then
detox hydro-pack wrap for slimming.

Microdermabrasion with
Free Rejuvenation Facial*

*Free with any microdermabrasion treatment.
Unbelievable Results! Supersonic machine improves facial:
* Lifting * Toning * Elasticity * Pigmentation

HOLLYWOOD TANS.

r
g‘{/mmer. .o

3 microdermabrasion sessions: $235

4th session is FREE

Lymphatic Drainage
Facial *85

Computerized treatment that rejuvenates and cleanses
from the inside out. Excellent for face swelling and
bags under the eyes. Regeneration for dry, aging,
wrinkling skin, couperose and erythrosis (red spots).
We can reshape any part of the body for slimming.
Immediate results!

Massage Package *110

Package includes:

* Foot reflexology - 45 min.

* Back stress therapy massage - 30 min.

* Face & neck Swedish & acupressure - 30 min.

Energy Balancing
Plan *85

* 45-minute reflexology foot massage

* 30-minute head, neck, acupressure, and
back massage

* Pedi-spa included

Mini FaCC—Lift $85 (reg. $120)

New, advanced, nonsurgical technique based on
isometric gymnastics to work any part of the body,
face and neck. Complete 100% full strength of each
muscular group by firming and lifting single muscle

fibers. Enhances skin tone. Noticeable results after one

European Facial
only $65

Treatment begins with deep cleansing followed by a
gentle peel to reveal smooth, glowing skin. A face,
neck and shoulder massage is certain to ease your

Slimming Facial or Body
mind. Head acupressure will emphasize relaxation.

Tl‘ catment A revitalizing masque, followed by a nutrient-rich

$8 5 moisturizer, will hydrate, protect and restore the
natural balance of your skin.

Includes a 15-minute Back Massage or a

Hydroxy-acid Exfoliation treatment.

application! Recommended 2 to 3 times a week for at
least 3-4 weeks.

This computerized technology will help reshape thighs,
tummy, back of arms, double chin and more!

GRAND OPENING
G

ateway Center
830 West Valley Parkway

La Mesa
5565 Lake Murray Blvd.

Camino Village Plaza
282-G N. El Camino Real

Escondido, CA Encinitas, CA e e CA Credit cards accepted * Offers good with this ad. Expires 9/1/04.
760-743-7777 760-635-1200 a viesa,
619-464-8267
Oceanside Sports Arena Mira Mesa Mall so NYA l d
. 23841 Visita_vvcayt 3589 Midway Drive 8118 Mira Mesa Blvd. 0 0 n O n
\re ountain shopping -enter San Diego, CA San Diego, CA } R
Oceanside, CA 619-222-2200 858-566-0078 DAY SPA AND FULL-SERVICE SALON 3924 PARK BLVD.

760-635-1200

= Offer valid August 1 until September 13, 2004.
B, Offer good on regular priced HT60 tans only.
\ udes prior sales and cannot be combined with any
i.n"' + 9 other offers or discounts.

HILLCREST ¢ 619-291-2728 « OPEN 7 DAYS

www.sonyaoflondon.com
dermalogica-

22 00T ‘61 3sn3ny 4apvay 0391 ues



78 San Diego Reader August 19, 2004

. Now get an extra %5 discount off your next massage
with a coupon at www.sdreader.com (selected hours only).

Schedule a relaxing
full hour massage today!

Just $35-%45, anytime.

(varies by practitioner)

" 858.490.1154 A
Massage’

1414 Garnet Ave at Gresham, in Pacific Beach. Open 7 days a week, 9am-9pm!

For 27 years, IPSB College has been a national leader in massage therapy.
" We are committed to providing the highest quality massage at outstanding prices.

dltra Peel
Regular *125
On Sale 100

Call today

for your
complimentary
consultation.

Are Your Hands Giving
Away Your Age?

Introducing Hand Renew Peel for hands.
$75 for the first treatment, additional treatments *110.
Or prepaid series of 6 for *450.

Permanent Makeup
$50 off each procedure.

With this ad.

FALING
DS

SKIN CARE CLINIC

Specialists in all skin types

California Certified Licensed Aestheticians
7960 University Avenue ¢ La Mesa, CA 91941

619.465.SKIN(7546)

www.healinghandsskincare.com e Se Habla Espafiol « Exp. 9/15/04.

4

nnnnnnnnn

Even before the
selection is over, every-
body knows that the
left was effectively the
“schlechte Seite,” the
bad side. There have
naturally been some
irregularities: Rene, for
example, so young and
robust, ended on the
left; perhaps it was
because he has glasses,
perhaps because he
walks a little stooped
like a myope, but more
probably because of a
simple mistake: Rene
passed the commission
immediately in front of
me and there could
have been a mistake
with our cards. I think
about it, discuss it with
Alberto, and we agree
that the hypothesis is
probable; I do not
know what I will think
tomorrow and later;
today I feel no distinct
emotion.

There is of course a great
tradition behind this

style. As Francis-Noel
Thomas and Mark
Turner write in Clear and
Simple As the Truth, “The
classic writer, no matter
how abstract his subject,
will present it as so
sharply defined in itself
and so independent of
the writer as to count for
all of us as a ‘thing. ”
They argue cogently that
a style is based on certain
assumptions and deci-
sions, that it has implicit
meaning as well as com-
municates meaning, that
it isn’t superfluous or
superficial. Classic style
“rests on the assumption
that it is possible to think
disinterestedly, to know
the results of disinterested
thought, and to present
them without fundamen-
tal distortion” — in other
words, that “truth can be
known.” This is why for
Chekhov the writer must
give up “everyday subjec-
tivity” and “be as objec-
tive as a chemist” (Levi
was a chemist by profes-

sion), and what he meant
in this compliment to
Gorky: “When you depict
a thing you see it and feel
it with your hands. This is
true art.” It’s also what
Frost meant when he
said, “A subject has to be
held clear outside of me
with struts and as it were
set up for an object. A
subject must be an
object.” It must be
because this is the writer’s
duty and discipline. It’s
what saves his work, from
even himself. It’s what
makes it authentic and
valuable to others.
Thomas and Turner’s
fine observation about
Mark Twain’s Life on the
Mississippi also applies to
Survival in Auschwitz:
“The experiences Twain
presents are not private;
had you been there, you
would have seen what he
saw and his job is to put
you in a position to see
exactly that... In this way,
Twain the writer and
Twain the possessor of
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able to others and imme-
diately necessary to the

writer him or herself. Tol-
stoy certainly did it in his

root of which means to
enlarge). The reader is
enlarged by it, the act of
witnessing, by what the

entirely personal experi-
ences are never allowed to
displace the subject — life
on the Mississippi. Twain

FAT AND CELLULITE REDUCTION
WITHOUT SURGERY!

writer does. This enact-
ment of his intention to
tell the truth is far more
beautiful and noble than

the boy and Twain the
steamboatman are part of
that subject, and are pre-
sented as such.” Never

fiction and he certainly
did not in his crackpot
tracts about agriculture,

=MES_0_'[I:IEBAP_Y_

AN ALTERNATIVE

allowed to displace the
subject: in Levi’s case, the
subject is survival in
Auschwitz. His action in
writing of putting this
subject ahead of himself,
of giving it precedence,
says implicitly and con-
stantly that he believes
what happened there is
more important than
what happened to him.
He tells us what hap-
pened to him because it is
necessary to his telling
what happened. Because
the subject is so powerful,
so annihilating (“which
nothing at all in the
power of man can ever
clean again”), Levi’s
action-in-writing is
extremely powerful, and
it’s the source of the writ-
ing’s authority (the Latin

any explicit expression of
beautiful sentiments or
noble convictions, which
are in any case usually
suspect. In Spielberg’s
interpolated saccharine
scene at the end of
Schindler’s List, such sen-
timents are there to make
us think Nice Guy Sensi-
tive Fellow Good Person.
For Levi, they would rep-
resent a debasement of
moral intelligence — his
moral intelligence in
action, and ours as we
experience it and are
enlarged by it.

No matter what the
political or cultural or
personal conditions, there
have always been writers
who have been able to
write with an authenticity
that is permanently valu-

politics, and personal
hygiene, which often had
more widespread and
instantaneous effect.
There are the dramatic
examples of Mandel-
staum in his prison cell
and Dickinson in her
bedroom, Keats and
Chekhov dying of tuber-
culosis, Berryman and
Faulkner in alcoholic
despair and Plath furi-
ously and fruitlessly try-
ing to write her way back
to the desire to live. Some
of these are heroic; all are
moving and useful if
clearly understood. I've
tried to imagine how Levi
must have felt having
written a great book if
ever there was one and
having it ignored for
almost ten years until the
world was ready for it.
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There are CD-ROMfuls
of such examples, but it’s
still a fatal error to senti-
mentalize writers’ lives
into a hagiolatry of the
cultural victimization of
the writer’s superior,
more sensitive being,
because this is a form of
“everyday subjectivity,”
self-pity, and mush-mind-
edness that infects writing
and kills it. I believe it’s
part of the task of being
writers at present to resist
this intently and inten-
tionally in what we have
been told is becoming a
“post-literate” culture in
which we “post-moderns”
are “post-humanists.” We
ain’t post-nothin’. We are
really here. Undead and
loving it.

Since I have used
Chekhov’s letters as my
main guide through this
moral minefield, I want
to end with advice he
wrote to his wife in
1899 while he was try-
ing to regain his health
in Yalta and she was act-

HEALTH

ing in Moscow:

Art, and especially the
stage, is an endeavor in
which stumbling is
unavoidable. There will
be many unsuccessful
days ahead, many
entirely unsuccessful
seasons, there will be
great misunderstand-
ings and deep disap-
pointments and you
have to be ready for all
that, you have to expect
it, and despite it all you
must stubbornly, fanat-
ically do what you
think is right.

No matter how things
change, they stay the
same. It is a sign of our
times and maybe of any
time that Chekhov’s Let-
ters, also one of the great
books if ever there was
one, is currently out of
print.* You can’t buy it in
any translation. But you
can probably find it in the
library. m

—Michael Ryan
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This story first appeared in
TriQuarterly No. 100 (fall
1997).

Two paperbacks in print
contain tiny samplings:
Chekhov and His Times
(A. Turkov, ed.), Univer-
sity of Arkansas Press,
1995; The Portable
Chekhov (A. Yarmolinsky,
ed.), Viking, 1947. The
best editions in English
taken together contain
about five per cent of the
more than four thousand
letters available in Rus-
sian; these editions were
published coincidentally
in the same year:
Chekhov’s Letters
(Yarmolinsky, ed.),
Viking, 1973; The Letters
of Anton Chekhov (Kar-
linsky and Heim, eds.),
Harper & Row, 1973. The
latter was out of print in
1996, when my essay was
written. It has since been
reissued by Northwestern
University Press under
the title, Chekhov’s Life
and Thought.
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continued from page 1

low groove the other night,
just chilling with my wife and
our kids out at Humphrey’s
by the Bay. And then the
scariest thing happened.
Linda uttered a bit of praise
for Michael Moore, and in
the next moment, without a
hint of warning, before I could
say amen, a man yells at Linda
like she was an umpire who
had made a call that cost his
team the World Series and
him his life’s savings. This
heckling dude literally star-
tled me out of my seat. He
told her, “Stop the political
bullshit and just sing!” Then
he and other jeering people
fled the premises, looking
like mimes as “Desperado”
drowned the sounds of their
hideous hateful display. Has
narrow-mindedness over-
taken the USA?

Now as for me, I showed
up expecting Linda to make
a comment about something
going on in society. She al-
ways has. And she does it
from the heart, softly, openly,
thoughtfully, never bashing

anyone — just like the other
night. It’s not in her blood
to hurt anyone. I know from
experience that Ms. Ronstadt
was nurtured in love, and she
and I bonded before she was
born, back when my grand-
father would say something
to me like “Boy, take this
money and go to Ronstadt’s
Hardware and get me a bucket
0’ six-penny nails.” And I'd
hustle because I knew that an
ice cream cone or some kind
of goodie was in the deal
and that in my visit to the
Ronstadt store I would never
be subjected to that “What
can I getcha, eightball?” kind
of attitude that little black
boys like me often had to
put up with back then.
Ronstadt’s Hardware was
so refreshing on a hot Tucson
day, one of the few places
where I could fully relax,
untaxed by my color. One
of the few places where I
saw that good people come
in all colors. And before I
knew who Linda Ronstadt
was, she had already, on her
family’s coattails, entered my
heart and soul, and over the
years, as a follower of her
music and views, I’ve come
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to love and appreciate her
unconditionally. So when
they yelled at her the other
night, they might as well
have been yelling at me, be-
cause I, like Linda, want a
better world, a world where

“COLLEGE
SURFERS MAKE
A BIG SPLASH

with LASER HAIR
REMOVAL IN
ute.”

America’s
#1 Source
with Over 250,000

Treatments

e

/R of La Jolla, A Medical Center

Call toll-free!

1-866-54-LASER

www.advancedlaserclinics.com
© Advanced Laser Clinics, Inc., 2004

Plas

T/fu/e Arto
te surgery

TUMMY TUCK

441 feel so fortunate to have
had somebody who not only
performed my surgery
exceptionally well, but also

did it with compassion. ”
— PATTY

FACIAL PLASTIC
SURGERY

¢{When Isaw my mother

in the mirror, it was time to
getrid of the second chin and
its friends, the jowls.

Dr. Bolitho's face-lift made me
look and feel like a new

woman. He's the best.””
— KAREN

LIPOSCULPTURE
44Dr. Bolitho was able to

create a new figure for me with

liposuction. I'm thrilled! »?
— SHARON

BREAST
REDUCTION

44Dr. Bolitho was and is a
class act. He explained
everything thoroughly to me
and the surgery turned out

exactly as he said. ”
— JULIE

BREAST
AUGMENTATION

44 . Inow think of you as an
angel sent to me. I will never
be able to express how much

you have done for me ... ”
— AMANDA

Dr. Bolitho welcomes you to
visit his La Jolla office, meet the
staff, and talk to him directly
about your procedure. We look
forward to seeing you!

COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTATION

D.Glynn Bolitho, MD,PhD, FACS

9834 Genesee Ave,, Suite 311

La]Jolla « 866-208-8089
Member

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
® Prastic SURGEONS

Permanent Hair Removal

Kevin Hovida, M.D., supervisor

* Bikini & Underarms $14.5 o Lip $70 ¢ Chin $70 ¢ Underarms $95 ssl;,n;'c?:{
o Bikini $95 ¢ Arms $195 ¢ Lower Legs $195 e Full Face $195

Deluxe IPL Photo Facial 245

(Photorejuvenation) with purchase of
¢ Combination of IPL and Diamond Microdermabrasion 5-session package
¢ Glycolic acid peel, extraction, mineral masque (reg. $310)
¢ Reduces wrinkles, sun damage, large pores, acne, acne scars, rosacea

$
105

Deluxe Skin Care Works
First-time trial

Combination of 6 different skin care treatments

¢ Deep cleansing e Glycolic peel ® Diamond Microdermabrasion (reg. $155)
e Extraction e Mineral Masque e Collagen plus hydration application ’
IPL Ph Facial

. ! Oto aCIa Summer $199
(Photorejuvenation) Special per session
¢ Combination of IPL and Diamond Microdermabrasion (reg. $250)

¢ Non-surgical, no downtime e Increases collagen
¢ Reduces wrinkles, sun damage, large pores, rosacea, hyperpigmentation
e Lasts longer than collagen injection

Diamond Microdermabrasion ‘ _
& Collagen Application 367

Latest technology in microdermabrasion NEW! .
* Deepest exfoliation A T Persession 3
e Collagen application included

Acne Treatment (Face and back) Face$60 Back$80

o Clear acne ® Reduce acne inflammation

Permanent Makeup Specialists *295 5.

Eyeliner or Lipliner or Eyebrows perarea  visit.
Performed in a sanitary, clinical setting by a licensed and certified permanent makeup
artist/aesthetician.

Dermal, Cosmetic & Wellness Center

6171 MISSION GORGE RD., STE. #110, MISSION VALLEY

619.282.0155

Open on Saturdays Package plans available.

| TURN BACK TIME

Laser Rejuvenation Facial

Reduce Wrinkles, Tighten Skin
and Reduce Pore Size

Loser Hafr removal
sharting al

579 = 0
Bikini & Underarm
549 reps

Botox
512/ Unit

WAL LASERSRINIMNG. COM
AP MORMAL STREET
FREE PARKIMG IN REAR

L8 $00T ‘61 1sn3ny Lopvay oﬁ-agq ueg



those who bring us the truth
aren’t persecuted. And if
the truth be told, Michael
Moore is, as she declared, “a
great American patriot who
spreads the truth.” I mean,
if what Webster says is true,
that a patriot is “one who
loves and defends his or her
country,” then I cannot think
of anyone who has tried
harder than Mr. Moore to de-
fend our nation against some
of our worst enemies: apathy
and ignorance and sometimes
downright stupidity.

To people like those who
interrupted Linda’s brilliant
performance, I say: Hey,
leave my homegirl be. Open
your eyes to the reality that
Linda Ronstadt is an artist,
and singing to us and shar-
ing thoughts with us, politi-
cal or otherwise, in enter-
taining ways is what an artist
does. And nobody does it any
better than she does, and in
so doing, she’s demonstrat-
ing what true patriotism is
all about. Speaking out.

Ernie McCray
South Park

White

Propaganda
This concerns the August 5
letters-section entry attrib-
uted to John S. He criticizes
or questions Don Bauder’s
July 22 reportage on crucial
San Diego County housing
topics. Who the heck does
John S. think he is? Does he
fancy himself a full-blown
prophet and seer? In fact,
aren’t his stated views about
San Diego realities the merest
windy speculations, mainly?
We believe that John No-
Last-Name offered the San
Diego Reader advertising
department some money,
though, for sneaking into
the letters section more of
that worrisome, Yankee,
vested-interest builders-
and-realtors’ propaganda
rubbish, ad nauseam.
Robby Emmet
Center City

Selfish Homosexuals
Re “Day of Silence,” August 5.
Tyler Chase Harper, even
though he is a teenager, de-
serves a pat on the back for
having the courage to know
that homosexuality is 150
percent wrong.

As a 75-year-old great-
grandmother, I think it just
stinks too. I have lived in
Washington, D.C.; Mary-
land; Virginia; and New
Mexico, and I've never heard
of any gay parade. Califor-
nia seems lacking in morals,
values, and principles.

Not only that, but coming
out of their so-called closets,
they also appear to be com-
ing out of the woodwork.
And they plan on getting
their way or else and plan on
rearranging the system of a
mother and father for all chil-
dren. Which is extremely self-
ish, with no regard to how
this will affect the future of
babies and children. Since
the beginning of the record
here on earth, a female
(woman) and a man (male)
get married. Not two females
and two males getting mar-
ried. They don’t seem to be
bothered that they might be
referred to as freaks of na-
ture or nature’s misfits.

It is very shocking seeing
the police department and
many other straight people
condoning their actions
and behavior. It is very un-
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ACUMSNN  BE A LOSER!

NO TRAYS, NO STRIPS, NO MESS!

$125 OFF

derstandable that they all
flock to California.

In the 20 years I've lived
in San Diego, homosexual-
ity has been constantly
shoved down our throats
by the TV channels.

What is the reason for
their yearly parades? To
show off and make asses of
themselves, as appears to be
the main reason? If this is
printed, I'm sure I'll get
negative replies. What hap-
pened to my freedom to re-
veal my own true feelings
towards a major issue?

Name Withheld
by Request

Perverted

Thanks for Thomas Larson’s
article “Grrrrrrrr” (July 29)
on pit bulls and dog fighting.
As the adoring father of the
two best dogs in the world
(both black lab mutts adopted
from local shelters) and a vol-
unteer at the North County
Humane Society, I was sick-
ened by the passages on dog
fighting. If there is a hell,
there should be a special spot
reserved for Brian Murty,

With us, you can and you will.

Dennis Murty, Ray Baum-
gartner, and any other sub-
human who has anything to
do with dog fighting. They
should suffer unspeakable
and never-ending pain ev-
ery day for the rest of their
twisted, pathetic lives for
what they did to those inno-
cent animals.

Now, for the other lesser
villains in the article: Corbin
Dailey, the back-yard pit
bull breeder, purports to
love the dogs. Gee, he must
really care, since he is so
careful who he sells them to.
Here is a man who has let his
dog sire 21 litters “that we
know about.” Apparently
Corbin is blissfully ignorant
of the fact that there is a se-
vere dog overpopulation
problem. Millions of beau-
tiful, healthy, loving dogs
are euthanized in this coun-
try every year simply because
there are not enough homes
for them. Every breeder,
however well-intentioned,
adds to this suffering.

The “hundreds” of pup-
pies that Dailey is respon-
sible for breeding translates
to hundreds of shelter dogs

that had to be killed for lack
of good homes. Oh, but wait,
those shelter dogs can’t
trace their pure bloodlines
back to the 1800s, so they
don’t matter, right, Corbin?
People like Dailey don’t
love dogs; they love the
power and control they get
from their amateur genetics
experiments. And I suppose
the $500 to $1000 per puppy
doesn’t hurt either. Respon-
sible humans who truly love
their dogs spay and neuter
and go to the local shelter, not
abreeder or pet store, when it
is time to find another dog.
Corbin Dailey is not much
better than the Murtys and
Baumgartner. If he cares
about dogs, he should stop
pimping out his stud and in-
stead volunteer at the local
shelter, where he can help
take care of the neglected and
abused dogs that remain
homeless as a result of his
greedy power trip.

Then there is Peter Hawes,
the owner of Lou. Despite
Lou’s history of “scuffles,”
Hawes manages to let Lou
kill two dogs and two cats.
While I applaud Hawes’s

Start Losing Today
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devotion to his dog, he is an
irresponsible dog owner who
could not control his dog,
and four other animals died
as a result. As he is responsi-
ble for Lou’s actions, I’'m
amazed he isn’t facing civil
or criminal charges. Keeping
a dangerous, unpredictable
pit bull and taking it out in
public is only begging for
problems and adds to the
mostly unjustified hysteria
surrounding the breed.
Unfortunately, there will
likely always be perverted
freaks of nature like the
Murtys and Baumgartner,
but at least they are rare. The
far more common problems
are people like Dailey — am-
ateur breeders who profit
from the obsession with
“pure” bloodlines and pedi-
grees — and Hawes — irre-
sponsible humans who can-
not control their dogs. I
only hope no reader thinks
that the tragedies in “Gr-
rrrrrrr” are the result of “bad
dogs” or a “bad breed.” They
are the fault of demented,
greedy, or stupid humans
who are not worthy of the
privilege of sharing their

lives with dogs.
Bruce Willbrant
Oceanside

Throw Bones

At first glance “Grrrrrrrr”
(July 29) by Thomas Larson
appeared to be an article
that would bring educa-
tional awareness about the
growing numbers of pit bull
terriers in shelters and the
concerns surrounding their
abandonment and adop-
tions. I was expecting some
sort of guidance on how we
as owners and/or the public
can help alleviate the prob-
lem, but the only answer I
received from your article
was to euthanize these dogs.
The article was so naive and
upsetting, my stomach was
in knots.

I was completely dis-
heartened by your article
and actually found it to be
nothing more than a reiter-
ation of preconceived no-
tions of pit bulls and their
supposed unpredictable ag-
gression. There are six pages
of instances supporting your
idea that pit bulls are a dan-
gerous menace to society —

it seems to me that this is al-
ready the public’s percep-
tion — so what was the
point of eight more stories
to support this notion? You
teetered on the idea that
there were some good-na-
tured pit bulls out there,
and I actually started to see
a spark of hope for a good
story, but each time that there
was some sort of glimmer,
you ended each story with a
terrible incident that oc-
curred. Instead of blaming
the breed, why don’t we
take the time to reevaluate
the owners? The real prob-
lem with pit bulls is people!

Pit bulls are very smart
and loyal dogs, and in Reggie’s
story, his only downfall was
trying to please the man he
loved, who happened to be a
man who was driven by the
prey drive instilled into these
dogs. All animals (including
humans) have a prey drive.
Of course they do — they
are in fact animals. You did
support this with evidence
from pack behavior in the
wild. “Remember,” James
Treece says, “there are no vets
in the wild. The confronta-
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tion is usually over after one
bite.” Animals will stop af-
ter one bite unless they are
trained by a higher being to
continue to fight with perse-
verance, and without fail,
the dog is trying to please.
The article’s focus is the
growing concern with pit
bulls in shelters, and yet the
only positive pit bull story
you have is that of a breeder.
The concept is absurd; we
obviously have an over-
abundance of dogs in the
shelters, and how can breed-
ing more be a positive thing?
The public needs to be edu-
cated and aware. Like any
dog owner, you need to be
prepared to devote your time
and energy to training your
animal. Know the breed you
are interested in. Much like
children, dogs need love,
support, compassion, disci-
pline, and positive reinforce-
ment. Consistency is the key.
My husband and I have
two pit bull terriers. One is
from the Sweetwater , and
the other is from the Pawd
Squad Animal Rescue, and
we have devoted our time
to training and praising our
dogs. We were educated on
the breed prior to adoption.
By no means is having any
animal a casual walk in the
park. But being prepared
and by getting background
on being a pit bull owner,
we knew what to expect and

how to train our dogs prop-
erly. We couldn’t be happier
with our boys. Both are al-
ways right by our side,
whether we are walking
around the house or lying
in bed — wherever we are,
the boys are there. They ex-
hibit loving behavior be-
cause they are well trained
and thoroughly loved.
Throw the dogs a bone.
Do not re-instill the fear-
some reputation that pit
bulls already have. They are
great dogs. Educate people!
Spay and neuter your an-
imals. Shelters are already
overcrowded!
Kristen Berkenfield
via e-mail

Fresh Barbarella

As a San Diegan for the past
20 years, I have enjoyed your
paper for a number of rea-
sons. I, like many others,
rely on it as an excellent and
thorough resource for movies,
concerts, plays, and general
events of interest around San
Diego. To be honest, how-
ever, | have never really called
myself a “reader” of the
Reader because, until recently,
I rarely read any of the ar-
ticles, columns, or cover
stories. Therefore, I thought
it worthwhile to commend
you on the latest addition to
your staff — Barbarella. I
have thoroughly enjoyed all
of Barbarella’s contribu-

tions to the Reader, starting
with the cover story high-
lighting her blog. Her style is
invigorating and forthright
and a much-needed breath
of fresh air amidst the stale,
unoriginal writing that I
have become accustomed to
skimming over on my way to
what I always considered
the meat of the paper.

I was, of course, disheart-
ened but not surprised to
read Da Man’s derogatory
diatribe about Barbarella
(Letters, July 22).1 can only
hope that more of your
readers have the ability to
discern real talent when
they see it, for I suspect that
if “Barbarella must go” any-
where, it will be on to a na-
tional publication that pro-
vides both peers who rival
her skills and a wider audi-
ence for her unique brand of
expression. For now, I thank
you for highlighting this
writer; I will continue to ap-
preciate her clever wit and
style while I can.

S. Golly
San Diego

Unfunny Box
“Sporting Box” is, and con-
tinues to be, dull as dirt —
not funny, not controversial.
You are a counterculture
newsrag. Get with the pro-
gram. At least be amusing.
Name Withheld
by Request
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Truth Addict

Drug War Critic

ike Gray, author of
MDrug Crazy: How We
Got into This Mess and

How We Can Get Out, will be in
Solana Beach on Sunday
morning to discuss the War on
Drugs. Three weeks ago he was
doing the same thing in South
Dakota. Besides lecturing around
the country on behalf of
Common Sense for Drug Policy,
he writes for Rolling Stone about
drug issues and has been
involved in filmmaking since the
1960s. His script The China
Syndrome was made into the
1979 film about an accident at a
nuclear power plant. It was
released
two
weeks
before
the real-
life
accident at Three Mile Island.
“Turns out I know what I'm
talking about,” Gray says.

Gray was born 69 years ago
in Racine, Wisconsin, but grew
up in Darlington, Indiana. “At
the time the population was
about 800,” he says by phone
from his home in Los Angeles.
“There were 14 in my
graduating class.” Was he
number one? “No, number one
became a lawyer, and a judge,
and a Republican. But I passed
him. He quit learning and I kept
going.”

Gray compares the failure
of alcohol prohibition
(1920-1933) with the failure of
drug prohibition, which began
with the Harrison Narcotics Act
of 1914. In his book he writes,
“If drugs and alcohol are too
freely available — or if they’re
prohibited — you increase
consumption.” On the phone he
puts it like this: “If we got a
roomful of NASA rocket scientists
together and tried to figure out a way
to get the most kids involved with
drugs, we could not have come up with
a better plan than the current
situation.” In one sentence, can he say
what he thinks our drug policy should
be? “We should treat marijuana the
way we treat alcohol and medicalize
the rest.”

Medicalization means involving
the pharmaceutical industry, which
many perceive to be the new villain.
“Well, we’re much better off having
these huge — and in some cases totally
profit-motivated — drug companies in

LOCAL
EVENTS

charge of the distribution of
pharmaceuticals than we are the Mob.”
Merck is better than the Mob. Would
that one sentence cover the issue?
“Yes,” Gray says, “and actually Merck
is better.”

Many of Gray’s critics believe
that new drug users would be created
as a result of decriminalization, but
it’s not something that overly
concerns Gray. “The truth is, there
aren’t that many people interested in
being stoned all the time,” he says,
citing government statistics of 13
million addicts overall, with 10
million of them marijuana-only users.

SEE

YOUTHFUL
MARIJUANA VICTIMS

WHAT ACTUALLY
HAPPENS!

“And if you can keep a serious drug
addict alive until he’s 40, chances are,
he’s going to resign from the addiction
dodge, because he loses interest and
energy. At some point, it becomes a
drag.”

Gray claims he has tried heroin
once (“because I have tried every single
drug in the illegal pharmacopoeia
once — at least”). It’s his way of saying
that addiction doesn’t necessarily
follow experimentation. But he stops
short of suggesting that some illegal
drugs are good for us. In Drug Crazy,
he tells the story of William Stewart
Halstead (1852-1922), a surgical

pioneer who was apparently a
high-functioning morphine
addict. Gray is asked if he means
to imply that the man
accomplished all that he did
because he used this drug — in
measured doses. “The
implication is that he couldn’t
have accomplished it without
it,” says Gray.

The last chapter of Drug
Crazy is a 16-page “Prescription
for Sanity,” in which Gray
advocates among other things
the medical use of marijuana.
On the phone he claims that 80
percent of those polled approve
of the idea. “People are coming
to their senses on this issue,” he
says. “It’s probably the place to
begin.”

He acknowledges that the
rest of what he proposes will be
more difficult for a majority of
Americans to accept. Is it
because such a strong morality
theme runs through the
arguments of his critics —
critics who, for example,
disbelieve the mere five-percent
cure rate he cites for addicts in
Drug Crazy and who think that
being cured is a matter of
willpower? And what does he
think of willpower, anyway?

“I think we should all have
it, but I also think we should
address the human beings who
are actually on the planet, not
the human beings we wish were
on the planet. If this were an
ideal world, we wouldn’t have
sin, or human frailty, or any
need for stimulants. We’d be
such wonderful people, we’d
just sit around worshiping the
face of God.” Gray goes on:
“Treating addicts as criminals
has criminalized our society.
‘What would Jesus do?” Would
Jesus have assembled the world’s
largest prison population? It’s like
we’ve set our hair on fire and are
trying to put it out with a hammer.”
— Jeanne Schinto

Lecture by Mike Gray, author of
Drug Crazy: “War on Drugs”
Sunday, August 22

10:00 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of San Dieguito

1036 Solana Drive (off Lomas
Santa Fe and Marine View)
Solana Beach

Free

Info: 858-755-9225
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Events that are underlined occur
after August 26.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send a
complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be held
(including neighborhood), a contact
phone number, and a phone number
(including area code) for public
information to READER EVENTS,
Box 85803, San Diego CA 92186-
5803. Or fax to 619-881-2401. You
may also submit information online

at SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

BAJA

Author Alfonso Reyes is sub-
ject when Rogelio Arenas presents
lecture on Thursday, August 19,
7 p.m., at Tijuana Cultural Center
(Paseo de los Héroes and Mina
Street, in Zona Rio). Free. 011-52-
664-687-9600. (THUANA)

Donizetti's Opera Don Pasquale
may be seen on Friday, August 20,
at 8 p.m., and on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, at 5 p.m., at Tijuana Cul-
tural Center (Paseo de los Héroes
and Mina Street, Zona Rio.
011-52-664-687-9600. (TJUANA)

Harvest Festival continues on
Friday, August 20, 1 p.m., at Cavas

GETAWAYS

“Fish Tales” at Batiquitos Lagoon Nature Center, August 21 (see Lectures)

Valmar and Saturday, August 21,
noon at Bodegas Santo Tomds.
011-52-664-623-8875. (ENSENADA)

The Tecate Fair continues through
Sunday, August 22, in Parque Los
Encinos. Admission: $3 U.S. In
Palenque, see Climax on Friday, Au-
gust 20; comedy by Lalo Espana on
Saturday, August 21; and Ramén
Ayala on Sunday, August 22. Per-
formances begin at 11 p.m. 011-52-
665-654-1095. (TECATE)

Mexican Association of Middle
Eastern Dance celebrates first-year
anniversary with performances on
Saturday, August 21, 7 p.m., at El
Lugar del Nopal (Callejon 5 de
Mayo #1328). Dancers include Kate
Ashleen, Jayanti, Miza, Sandra,
Rosy, Morgana, Samirah, many oth-
ers. Cover: $3 U.S. 011-52-664-621-
0117. (TUUANA)

Bulls from Arroyo Zarco meet
up with matadors Eloy Cavazos,

Tennis

And you gettodoitall...

NAKED!I!

Play Hard

DE ANZA SPRINGS
S CLOTHING OPTIONAL RESORT
3 www.deanzasprings.com
1951 Carrizo Gorge Rd., Jacumba, CA 91934
619-766-4301 ¢ stay@deanzasprings.com

Need a Limousine or Town Car?

Sransportation
TCP-017514

1 Free Hour and Complimentary

Bottle of Chilled Champagne

(Minimum booking required. Some restrictions apply. Call for availability.)

Services: Vehicles:

 Dinner * Concerts * 6, 8 & 10 Passenger

* Wine Tours o Birthday Packages Limousines

® Proms * Anniversaries e Lincoln Town Car Sedans

 Bachelor Parties e Bachelorette Parties
o Airport Transfers e Shopping Tours

RUTC (619) 585-0920
(858) 277-3535

www.utclimo.com  American Express ® MasterCard e Visa ® Discover

Alejandro Amaya, Diego Silveti on
Saturday, August 21, 4 p.m., at
Caliente Race Track. Tickets: $60
U.S., benefiting Baja California
Children’s Cancer Association.
011-52-664-681-2752. (TIJUANA)

Run for Fun, 9k run on Sunday,
August 22, 8 a.m., at CFE (on
Boulevard Benitez). 011-52-664-
682-9162. (TIJUANA)

Semi-Truck Racing in bracket
one and bracket three categories,
Sunday, August 22, 10 a.m., at
Carpista, in Zona Rio. 011-52-664-
623-1589. (TIJUANA)

Mountain Bike Ride at Rancho
Los Olivos, Cantamar, on Sunday,
August 22, 9:30 a.m. 011-52-664-
685-2448. (ROSARITO BEACH)

Tijuana's Finest Restaurant
Tours hosted by Baja California
Tours, Inc., continues with
gourmet dinner at Cien Afos
Restaurant on Thursday, Au-
gust 26, 6 to 10:30 p.m. $57 fee in-
cludes dinner, transportation.
Reservations: 858-454-7166 or
800-336-5454. (TIJUANA)

OUTDOORS

San Diego's Warmest Weather,
on average, should be occurring
right now, according to statistics
compiled from several decades of
measurements taken near the San
Diego International Airport. In an
average year, coastal residents enjoy
an average daily temperature of 70°,
which compares favorably (depend-
ing on your viewpoint) with the
January average daily temperature
of 55°. The range between the high
and low is typically 10° or less this
time of year. August’s warm,
semitropical weather should soon
give way to September’s and Octo-
ber’s slightly cooler days interspersed
with occasional heat waves brought
on by Santa Ana conditions — dry,
hot winds that sweep down the
mountain slopes from the interior.

Shore Birds migrating southward
are beginning to arrive in San
Diego County. Through fall and
winter various ducks, sandpipers,
and plovers will be spotted in in-
creased numbers in the county’s

HELICOPTERS

Scenic Tours from *149 per person

Sat & Sun Specials

20-Minute Tours

from *99 per person, 10 am-2 pm

Charter vip & Group Flights
Flight Training

Discovery Intro Flights 275

Create an Unforgettable summer!

800-345-6737

WWW. CorporateHelicopte FS.com

619-235-8200 TO PLACE AN AD
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Romeo & Juliet:
Cupid’s Castle Awaits!

A fairytale castle B&B! The perfect romantic getaway secluded
in a fragrant lemon grove in Pauma Valley. 4 chambers to
choose, all with Jacuzzis, balconies. Full breakfast included!
Gift certificates! Military discounts. Try tasty triple-berry
lemonade! Near casinos, wineries, Palomar Mountain and
hiking! Voted “Most Romantic Bed & Breakfast Getaway”!
760-742-3306. www.adreamcastle.com.

S MOUNTAINS g

Above Idyllwild 6200’!
Think Labor Day Now!

It’s sooner than you think! We have cabins from $74 plus tax!
Look no further! Southern California’s 2nd best kept secret!
If you really want to get away from it all....

....come to where the action isn’t! 6200 in the sky!

11 individual log cabins to choose! Fireplaces. Kitchens.
Edelweiss Lodge. 909-659-2787. Reservations required.
www.1cabin4u.com.

Rejuvenation Weekends
65 miles east of San Diego, 9/17-9/19,10/1-10/3. Relax in a
beautiful natural setting. Spa/healing sessions, movement/
fitness/nutrition classes foster healthy habits for reduced
stress, increased vitality, broadened life outlook. Weekend

package, $275. 800-434-YOGA(9642). www.LibertyAdvance.org.

Small Town Americana!
Julian’s Butterfield B&B

Get far away from the maddening crowd in rustic Julian!
It’s a world away at Julian’s best Bed & Breakfast.
Butterfield’s cozy parlor & back porch pantry has cool drinks,
coffee & deliciously fresh baked goodies all day long.
Savor a 2-course country gourmet breakfast. Try a romantic
stroll in the lovely gardens on our secluded 3-acre hillside.
Butterfield B&B. 800-379-4262. www.butterfieldbandb.com.

“The Top Of The Hill”
Weekday Packages From $65!

Only a short drive from San Diego, Atipahato Lodge,
nestled among the trees in beautiful Idyllwild, offers
weekday packages from $65 including breakfast at the
Bread Basket Restaurant! All of our comfortable knotty pine
guestrooms have forest-view balconies. Luxurious cabins are
available with Jacuzzi tubs and cozy fireplaces from $135!
AAA approved. www.atipahatolodge.com; 888-400-0071.

Big Bear Lake
800-628-8714

C’mon up & enjoy the fresh mountain air!
Low summer rates. Honey Bear Lodge.
www.honeybearlodge.com. 800-628-8714.

Summer Special!
Big Bear Private Cabins
By www.conniescabins.com

From lakefront to ski slopes. Cool off in the mountains this
time of year! 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, fully furnished, with spa,
pool tables, barbecues. Cabins that sleep from 2-20 people.
Affordable rates from $65-$275 /night. See these beautiful
getaways on our website. Reservations, 909-585-4579.

Romantic Mountain Getaway!
In-Room Jacuzzis!

San Diego 60 miles cast!
2-story A-frame cabin with Jacuzzi and fireplace! $99!
Includes breakfast for 2! $169 Sweetheart Package includes
breakfast, dinner, therapeutic massage or horseback riding!
Sun-Thurs Weekday Special! Breakfast/Dinner package $129!
Gift certificates available. www.liveoaksprings.com.
Live Oak Springs Resort. Call for brochure. 619-766-4288.

Come Horseback Riding

In Scenic San Diego!

Only $30/hour!
Pony rides for the little ones only $15 per 1,/2 hour.
Since 1957! Gentle, well-trained horses.
All levels. Friendly staff.

Guided trail rides through canyons, streams and meadows!
800 acres in wildlife corridor of Sweetwater River
Valley! Quality boarding at an excellent price. 24-hour
staff on premises. Gift certificates available.

Bright Valley Farms, 12310 Campo Road, Spring Valley.
www.brightvalleyfarms.com, 619-670-1861.

Lions Head Guest House
Bed And Breakfast

Ttalian villa luxury resort only 25 minutes from downtown
San Diego. Five large suites including private Jacuzzi,
patios, romantic sunsets, fantastic view of the mountains,
ocean, night skies. Pool. Walking trails, horseback riding.
Complimentary bottle of wine, roses. Romance packages
available. 16001 Skyline Truck Trail, Jamul. 619-669-9061;
619-933-8378. www.lionsheadguesthouse.com.

World Famous Theme Suites
Chill Some Bubbly From $99

Relax in a Jacuzzi for 2! Midwecek specials from $99!
2-day specials with chocolates, wine & breakfast from $199!
Choose from Jungle, Cave, Safari, Roman, Rockin’ ’50s and
many more. Ask about our specials and Romance Packages!

Restrictions apply. Please call for more details.
Oasis of Eden Inn & Suites. 760-365-6321.
www.oasisofeden.com. Near Joshua Tree, Palm Springs!

Sunny, Beautiful!
Borrego Springs

Come enjoy your own private hideaway in the middle of 240
acres of virgin desert and open sky. Swim at one of
California’s largest privately owned pools. Grab a book,
take a morning hike or just relax while staying at
the Historic Palms at Indian Head Hotel. Discover a place
where you can relax and restore your vitality.
1-800-519-2624, www.thepalmsatindianhead.com.




remaining coastal wetlands. Best
bird-watching spots include the Ti-
juana River estuary, south San
Diego Bay, the San Diego River
flood channel, Penasquitos La-
goon, San Elijo Lagoon, Batiquitos
Lagoon, and Buena Vista Lagoon.

Jasmine's Thick, Sweet Odor
wafts on the night breezes this time
of year, especially throughout the
older, well-landscaped neighbor-
hoods of San Diego. The exotic
odor is produced by the flowers of
true jasmines (genus Jasminum),
as opposed to the so-called “star
jasmine” (genus Trachelosper-
mum), which blooms in the late
spring and early summer.

Enjoy Sun and Solar Viewing
during day and evening when San
Diego Astronomers Association
hosts “Camp with the Stars” on
Friday and Saturday, August 20
and 21, at Heise County Park
(4945 Heise Park Road). Slide
show at 8 p.m. on Saturday, with
overview of plants, telescope eti-
quette. Day-use fee: $2. 858-694-
3049. (JULIAN)

Head to San Elijo Lagoon with
Audubon Society birders to look
for lesser yellowlegs, phalaropes,
barn swallows, other birds, Satur-
day, August 21, 8 a.m. to noon.
Join group near barricade at end
of Rios Avenue. 619-692-3246.
Free. Bring a scope and water. Easy
hiking. (SOLANA BEACH)

Help Remove Exotic Weeds
and plant native vegetation during
the Black Mountain trail restora-
tion work party, Saturday, Au-
gust 21, 8 a.m. to noon. Wear work
clothes, hiking boots. Bring water.
Directions: 858-538-8082. Free.
(RANCHO PENASQUITOS)

Packrat Nests and Lizards can
be seen during trail-guide-led out-
ings on Saturday, Sunday,

“Weapons of the World: Art, Technology, and Symbolism” at San Diego
Museum of Man, through May, 2005 (see Museums)

Wednesday, August 21, 22, and 25,
in Mission Trails Regional Park
(One Father Junipero Serra Trail).
Walks run 9:30 to 11 a.m. Free.
619-553-6275. (MISSION GORGE)

Twilight Nature Walk in cool
of evening on Saturday, August 21,
in Mission Trails Regional Park.
Outing starts at 7 p.m. in
Kumeyaay campground parking
lot (Two Father Junipero Serra
Trail). Free. Required reservations:
619-668-2748. (MISSION GORGE)

A Guided Nature Walk led by
trail guide Don Wetzel begins at
9:30 a.m. on August 21, at Tecolote
Nature Center (5180 Tecolote
Road). 858-581-9961. Free. Bring
binoculars and drinking water.
Hikes offered third Saturday of
each month. (CLAIREMONT)

Tree Time, Offshoot Tours offers
hour-long guided tour highlight-
ing various Balboa Park trees Sat-
urday, August 21, 10 a.m., starting
at park’s visitors’ center. Free.
619-235-1121. (BALBOA PARK)

Evening Hike to Summit of
Volcan Mountain planned Satur-
day, August 21, 5:30 p.m. Wear

Encinitas Romantic Getaway!
$89-$175! 5 quality, private, ocean-view rooms. Feng Shui!
Penthouse Shangri-La: a true hidden paradise with 8” hot tub!
Enjoy enchanted gardens. Fish pond with wedding grotto.
Perfect for intimate weddings or renewal of vows!
Seabreeze B&B. 760-944-0318 or www.seabreeze-inn.com.

Rosarito Beach Hotel
Family Fun From $89.67!

2 kids 12 & under stay & eat free! Welcome margarita on
arrival & daily dinner from our Getaways Menu! Based on a 3-
night package purchase totaling $269 for Regular Room, $299

Oceanfront, based on double occupancy. Valid Sun-Thurs

till 9/2. Maximum age discount has been applied. Plus tax.
Restrictions apply. Package must be prepaid.
800-343-8582. Online upgrades at www.rosaritobeachhotel.com.

Lobster Village Special!
Oceanview Room!
Lobster Dinner & Wine
Grand Baja Resort

Getaway package, only $99 plus tax for two!
Just 45 minutes from San Diego!
Toll-free: 877-315-1002.

E-mail: reservations@grandbaja.com.
www.grandbaja.com.

Some restrictions may apply.

S WINERIES g

Up Up & Get Away
Wine Country Escape

Endless relaxation awaits you at Temecula’s newest tempting
pampering destination, the South Coast Winery Resort & Spa.
Your overnight package includes a sunrise Hot Air Balloon
Adventure by California Dreamin’ with champagne
at the journey’s end. Couples packages from $359.
www.wineresort.com.

800-373-3359.

sturdy shoes, bring flashlight. Free.
760-765-4098. (JULIAN)

Rediscover Escondido during
historic walking tour led by Escon-
dido Citizens Ecology Committee,
Tuesday, August 24, 6 p.m., start-
ing at southeast corner of Broad-
way and Grand Avenue. 760-743-
8207. Free. (ESCONDIDO)

Banker's Hill After-Lunch
Stroll hosted by Walkabout on
Tuesday, August 24, including
Spruce and Quince Street suspen-
sion bridges, originally built to
provide streetcar access to man-
sions above canyons west of Bal-
boa Park. See architecture of Heb-
bard and Gill, Kate Sessions
gardens. Outing starts at 1 p.m. at
corner of Sixth Avenue and Upas
Street. Free. 619-231-7463.
(BANKER'S HILL)

DANCE

Bellydance Showcase featuring
Gypsy Duende, Markos, Dhakira,
Yesera, and live music by Middle-
Earth, Thursday, August 19,
8 p.m., Claire de Lune Coffeehouse
(2906 University Avenue). $5.
619-688-9845. (NORTH PARK)

King Biscuit Revue Swing
Band performs for swing dance,
Thursday, August 19, 9 p.m. to
midnight, at Starlight Dance Stu-
dio (6506-H EI Cajon Boulevard).
Recorded swing music until 1 a.m.
All ages. $10. 619-339-7117.
(COLLEGE AREA)

Celebrate Dance Festival show-
cases over 70 regional dance com-
panies presented by Eveoke Dance
Theatre, Friday through Sunday,
August 20-22.

Performances on Friday begin
at 6 p.m. in Casa del Prado Theatre.
Performances and workshops on
Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 9 p.m. in Casa del Prado Theatre,
Prado Stage and Swingin’ Stage (by
Natural History Museum). Free.
619-992-8360. (BALBOA PARK)

An Intemational Dance Festival
continues with performances by Fla-
menco Olivar, Pasacat Performing

Del Mar Sunset
Balloo ‘\
Rides

Lowest Pricel ! | !‘l

Guaranteed!

“Reader Spegtial”
Save $20 per pﬁson

with mention of Reader

PUC Legal Insurance
FAA Certified Pilots

(760) 802-5077
www.Balloonrides.aero
Book online! Credit cards accepted.

Arts Company, Omo Ache Com-
parsa Kids on Friday, August 20,
6 p.m,, at City Heights Library Per-
formance Annex (3795 Fairmount
Avenue). Free. 619-641-6123.
(CITY HEIGHTS)

Hey Wire makes music, Graham
Hempel calls for contradance on
Friday, August 20, at Trinity
United Methodist Church (3030
Thorn Street). Dancing begins at
8 p.m., following beginners’ in-
struction at 7:45 p.m. Admission:
$6. Wear soft-soled shoes.
619-283-8550. (NORTH PARK)

Argentine Tango Milonga
Dance Party on Friday, Au-
gust 20, at Pattie Wells Dancetime
Center (1255 West Morena Boule-
vard). Dancing for singles and
couples of all ages. DJ plays for
dancing, 9 to 11 p.m.; dance les-
son 9:10 p.m. 619-275-3533. Ad-
mission is $6; first time free.
(BAY PARK)

Foxtrot Lessons offered during
vintage ballroom class, Friday, Au-
gust 20, 7:30 p.m., in room 207 of
Casa del Prado. All ages, singles,
partners. Followed by open dance
requests until 10 p.m. Beginner
friendly. Free. 619-583-9956.
(BALBOA PARK)

Swing, Nightclub, Ballroom
Dance Party on Saturday, Au-
gust 21, 7 to 11 p.m., at Dance
North County (535 Encinitas
Boulevard, suite 100). Mary
Manzella teaches lesson at 7 p.m.
All skill levels, ages; singles, cou-
ples. 619-229-0141. $10. (ENCINITAS)

Get Your Groove On when hip-
hop instructor Prince leads classes
on Thursdays, 7:45 to 9 p.m., at
Dancing Unlimited (3982 30th
Street). $10 per class, $35 for four.
858-635-1211. (NORTH PARK)

SKYDIVE
with NAVY

Owned and operated by
U.S. Navy SEAL
Joe Masalta

In-room Jacuzzis
Fine Dining ® Cocktails » Lodge ® Near Acorn Casino
Sunday-Thursday, weekends higher. Certain restrictions may apply.
Bedroom Jacuzzi & Fireplace, i S r

2-story, A-frame Cabins, AC, HBO,
microwave, refrigerator

Overnight prices for two people:

59900 - includes breakfast
312900 - Breakfast & Dinner Package 4"

$1 6900 - Sweetheart Package
« Breakfast for two
« Dinner for two
» Therapeutic massage
or horseback riding

Honeymoon e Birthday ¢ Anniversary ¢ Gift Certificates
For information, reservations or free color brochure, call
Live Oak Springs Resort (619) 766-4288
37820 0ld Highway 80
(60 minutes east of downtown San Diego, 2 miles south of 1-8)
Visit our extensive Web site at: www.liveoaksprings.com

e s e e s S e

Perfect Gift - or Treat Yourself

F Air Combat
un!

Fa

Biplane Tours

1
I
i
I
' Warbird Flights

%

In biplane
2 sit together + pilot
Romantic, Gentle

Unique gift

In Warbird or Air Combat H

Re-live the Glory Days of Aviation
Exciting, You-Fly-it, Thrills I
Not virtual reality, real reality ]
Even loops and rolls in warbird 1

(1-760-438-7680) 1-800-357-6802 |
i www.barnstorming.com ¢ Palomar Airport, Carlsbad |
I Oldest, largest in US. 60,000 happy passengers. Spotiess safety record. FAA approved. No fat, no cholesterol. Onesueﬁtsail(alrmst) |

ey

SEALs

_______________I

10% OFF

With this ad.
Expires 9/30/04.

R ERST JUMP

Personalized video
and photos
to capture your
experience!

1-866-488-JUMP
Conveniently located off I-5
overlooking the ocean.

www.skydivesoutherncalifornia.com
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FILM

An Outdoor Family Movie
Festival continues with Marcelino
Pan y Vino on Thursday, Au-
gust 19, and Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone on Thursday, Au-
gust 26, at City Heights Urban Vil-
lage Performance Annex (3795
Fairmount Avenue). Shows begin
at 7:30 p.m. Free. 619-641-6123.
(CITY HEIGHTS)

Open Screening Night is
Thursday, August 19, 6:30 p.m., at
Media Arts Center San Diego (921
25th Street). Co-hosted by Associ-
ation of Independent Film and
Video, event promises short films,
food, music, opportunity to “show
your work and network with other

local film/video makers.” Free.
619-230-1938. (GOLDEN HILL)

Video Screening of Wee
Geordie, described as “Scotland’s
greatest Olympian,” promised
when Robert Burns Club meets for
meal, Scottish folk songs, tunes,
recitations, on Thursday, Au-
gust 19, 7 p.m., at Imperial House
Restaurant (505 Kalmia Street).
Free. 619-421-7337. (HILLCREST)

“Scratch” — a film exploring
DJ subculture, from birth of hip-
hop to beat juggling and
“turntablism” — screens Thurs-
day, August 19, 7 p.m., at Mu-
seum of Making Music (5790 Ar-
mada Drive). Free. Suitable for
those 18 and older. 760-438-
5996. (CARLSBAD)

The 1972 Surf Flick Five Sum-
mer Stories screens on Friday, Au-
gust 20, 7 p.m., in community
room at Oceanside Public Library
(330 North Coast Highway). Free;
advance ticket pickup recom-
mended. 760-435-5560. (OCEANSIDE)

GETAWAYS

Movies before the Mast, se-
lected Fridays are date nights (with
nautical games of skill), Saturdays
are family nights (with games and
exploration of the ship) on Star of
India. See Crimson Tide with Gene
Hackman and Denzel Washington
on August 20; and Jason and the
Argonauts on August 21. Films are
projected on sails of the ship.

Gates open at 7 p.m., with
movie commencing just after sun-
down (around 8:15 p.m.). Tickets:
$12 general, $7 for children 12 and
younger. Find the Star at 1306
North Harbor Drive, at Ash Street.
Reservations:  619-234-9153.
(DOWNTOWN)

Movies by the Lake, series con-
cludes with Ice Age on Friday, Au-
gust 20, 8 p.m., at Santee Lakes
(9040 Carlton Oaks Drive). Pre-
movie picnic entrance at 4 p.m.,
children’s games and contests at
7 p.m. Parking: $8. 619-596-3141.
(SANTEE)

Classic Musicals, see Annie on
Saturday, August 21, 8 p.m., at
Santee Trolley Square’s outdoor
amphitheater (at Mission Gorge

Champagne Dinner Cruises

& Sunday Luncheon Sails

“Luncheon Sails,” Sundays 1-4 pm. "Champagne Sunset Sail,” 7 days a week.
You will enjoy San Diego’s breathtaking sunsets aboard our magnificent 71-foot sailing yacht.

The Barbarian Invasions for Film
Forum at San Diego Public Library,
August 23 (see Film)

Road and Cuyamaca). Free.

619-596-5677. (SANTEE)

Merry Musing on Morality!
The Barbarian Invasions, directed
by Denys Arcand, was awarded
Best Actress and Best Screenplay
honors at 2003 Cannes Film Festi-
val. See the film — in French with
English subtitles— when it screens
for Film Forum on Monday, Au-
gust 23, 6:30 p.m., at San Diego
Public Library (820 E Street).
619-236-5800. Free. (DOWNTOWN)

The Premiere of The Miami
Model is Wednesday, August 25,
7 p.m., at Voz Alta (1544 Broad-
way). Donation: $5. 619-230-1869.
(EAST VILLAGE)

Globetrotting Archaeologist
Indiana Jones — played by Har-
rison Ford — is the reason to see
Raiders of the Lost Ark, the con-
cluding film in outdoor film series
at San Diego Museum of Art,
Thursday, August 26, dusk. Films
screen on museum’s east lawn.
Free. 619-232-7931. (BALBOA PARK)

Reuben H. Fleet Science
Center, currently screening in the
IMAX theater: Volcanoes of the
Deep Sea (opening August 20),
Forces of Nature, Adrenaline Rush:
The Science of Risk, Coral Reef Ad-
venture, Young Black Stallion.
Ticket prices and showtimes:
619-238-1233. (BALBOA PARK)

LECTURES

“City Views: American Realism
and the Ashcan School” explored
when Orange County Museum of

Art curator Sarah Vure examines
images of urban realism on Thurs-
day, August 19, 6 p.m., at San Diego
Museum of Art. In conjunction
with “American Beauty: Painting
and Sculpture from Detroit Insti-
tute of the Arts.” Included in mu-
seum admission. 619-696-1966.
(BALBOA PARK)

“Dog-to-Dog Aggression:
Normal or Nasty?" Learn what
aggressive dog behavior is, what to
do about it during Happy Hour
Lecture on Thursday, August 19,
6 p.m., at San Diego Humane So-
ciety (5500 Gaines Street). $10. Re-
quired reservations: 619-243-3424.
No pets. (LINDA VISTA)

Walk and Talk With Artists
James Aitchison (figurative
painter), Michael C. Gross (pastel
painter), and Burton Tysinger
(sculptor) — whose work is dis-
played in “Out of Oceanside” —
at Oceanside Museum of Art (704
Pier View Way), on Thursday, Au-
gust 19, 7 p.m. $5. 760-721-2787.
(OCEANSIDE)

“Low-Flying Muses Writing
Workshop" led by author, cre-

%, TOP CAT LIMOUSINE

‘jt Voted Best Limo Service in San Diego!

— Union-Tribune Readers Poll 2003

Temecula
Wine Tours

*
Only$ 1 69
Includes: ¢ 5-hour winery tours
* Personalized party packages
* Winery guide
Monday-Friday only.
Call for Saturday and Sunday pricing.

Free 1 Hour

With purchase of

a minimum service
Unlimited time offer. Gratuities not

included. Not valid with other discounts.

Harrah’s Casino
VIP Package for up to

6 people
Only$21 9

Includes: * 5 hours of limo time
* Free champagne ¢ Free buffet meals
* Free player bucks ¢ Free party package
Sun.-Thurs. only.
Call for Fri. & Sat. pricing.
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858-546-7550

www.topcatlimo.com TCP 14364P

&> San Diego’s #1 Volume Scion Dealer! 4o

Standard equipment for xA, xB and 1C: power windows, power locks & mirrors, air conditioning,
6-speaker AM/FM/(D, and anti-lock brakes.

Introducing the 1C

Your three-hour experience includes a full dinner, beer, wine, champagne and soft drinks.
For reservations and information call 619-236-9211.

*Certain restrictions apply.
Not valid with other discounts.

well-equipped
$16,465
THE COUPE

well-equipped $12,965
URBAN ECONOMIST
5-door hatchback with 60/40 folding seats

20+ in stock now!

well-equipped $14,165
URBAN UTILITARIAN

5-door microvan with standard traction & stability control

i |
Bring in this ad for 20+ in stock now!

3 FREE OIL CHANGES

with your new Kearny Mesa Scion purchase.

Kearny Mesa Scion &

4910 Kearny Mesa Road
(858) 499-8779 (ask for Rich or Wayne)

Scion, a new division of Toyota
See us on-line at:
www.KearnyMesaScion.com
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Shop, relax and enjoy. Just 25 minutes south of the border.

Cluinta Plaza Sh-up ing Center
2od floor, Rosarito Beach

Tel: 01152(661)613-1532

faurants..
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Best Package!
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Las Rocas Resort & Spal
Only 5239 per couple!
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LOBSTER

LOBSTER DINNER
Puerto Muevae Style
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Margarine
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HOTEL ROOMS

$54.54 us
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The CGrrand Bajn Kesorl
Only 4% men. South of Sam Diego

Puerto Nuevo

Weekend
Getaway Package
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+2 Lobster dinners

*A bottte of excellent
Baja winge

$99
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www.grandbaja.com

1-877-315-1002
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| otel, Dinner & Spa
Getaway for two

_at the .
Rosarito Beach Hotel

*Oceantront room

Dinner for two

“Welcome Margarita

*Two 30 min. massages or equivalent
spa treatment (prior reservation)

+2 kids 12 & under stay & eat free

£150counle
valil Sunday-Thursday.
Restriclicns apphy'

Nakd until Jung 24th, 2004
and fram Segtember & Sire
Descember 23, 2004,

L exceql Hoddays

1 800 343 8582

www.rosaritobeachhotel.com

Enjoy a Laid Back Baja Sunset.

Romantic Getaway, only

89USD

Per couple, per night.
Based on double occupancy.
Includes Tax and Tip.

Package includes:
- Main Tower accomodatians.

- Dinner for two at Award Winning
Portofino Italian Restaurant.

- Bottle of Baja California wine.
- 2 Welcome Drinks.
*Available all year and any day with prior reservation. Subject to availability.

Blvd. Benifo Juarez 1207-1 Rosarito, B.C.

W

Baja's. Enlertsinrmant Feson

Ph. (661 612-2950 1800 453 806 from USA www.hotelfestivalplaza.com

68 7007 ‘61 1snSny Lopvay 0321 ueg



SANDIEGOREADER.COM

Calendar
LOCAL EVENTS

ativity coach Jill Badonsky on
Thursday, August 19, 7 p.m., at
Book Works (Flower Hill Mall,
2670 Via de la Valle). Triggers,
writing prompts, ploys. $15. Reg-
istration: 760-434-3436. (DEL MAR)

Learn About Artists included
in “Chicano Visions” exhibit when
curators Stephanie Hanor and
Monica Garza lead gallery tour,
Friday, August 20, 6:30 p.m., at
Museum of Contemporary Art
San Diego (700 Prospect Street).
Included in regular museum ad-
mission. 858-454-3541. (LA JOLLA)

“Eternal Egypt: A Contempo-
rary View” offered by Jerry Schad
during his slide-illustrated lecture
for Sierra Club on Friday, Au-
gust 20, 7:30 p.m., in auditorium
of San Diego Zoo’s Otto Center
(left of zoo’s main entrance).
619-585-3773. Free. (BALBOA PARK)

“Defending the Ballot" is topic
when political commentator Jim
Hightower speaks Friday, Au-
gust 20, 7:30 p.m., at First Unitar-
ian Universalist Church (4190
Front Street). Discussion ranges

from fair media representation to
computerized voting with a paper
trail. Donation: $10. 619-222-
6036. (HILLCREST)

Sculptural and Whimsical
Bead Wizard Wayne Robbins of
Santa Cruz, California, presents
slide-illustrated talk for Bead So-
ciety of San Diego County, Satur-
day, August 21, 10 a.m., at Mingei
Museum. Nonmember fee: $8.50
(includes museum admission).
858-566-7778. (BALBOA PARK)

“DNA Testing in Genealogy"
explored when professional ge-
nealogist Everett Ireland addresses
Computer Genealogy Society of
San Diego on Saturday, August 21,
9 a.m., in Robinson Auditorium at
UCSD (off Pangea Drive). Free.
858-278-4519. (LA JOLLA)

Hands-On GPS Class explaining
“all of the functions and features
of these high-tech devices,” Satur-
day, August 21, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
at REI (5556 Copley Drive). $55
nonmembers. Registration:
858-279-4400. (KEARNY MESA)

Explore “San Diego's Coastline
from Space” during talk planned
on Saturday, August 21, 1 p.m., at
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center.
Learn how local Ocean Imaging
Corporation uses images from
space to study plants in lagoons,

GETAWAYS

“Jiggling Jellyfish” at Birch Aquarium-Museum, August 22 (see For Kids)

sand on beaches, controlling pollu-
tion in ocean and rivers. Included
in museum admission. 619-238-
1233. (BALBOA PARK)

“Fish Tales," marine naturalist
Cecile Wadley discusses how
shovel-nosed guitarfish, halibut,
leopard sharks, others play key role
in San Diego lagoon environ-
ments, Saturday, August 21,
9 a.m., at Batiquitos Lagoon Na-
ture Center (7380 Gabbiano Lane).
Free. 760-931-0800. (CARLSBAD)

"Five Categories of Wine" ex-
plicated during class led by Lum
Eisenman on Saturday, August 21,
2 p.m., at Belle Marie Winery
(26312 Mesa Rock Road). Partici-
pants learn about and taste each
category, learn how they’re made,

SEAPLANE TOURS |HELICOPTER TOURS

7 days a week « Gift certificates available via e-mail

what each has in common. $20.
760-796-7557. (ESCONDIDO)

“Drug Crazy: How We Got
into This Mess and How We Can
Get Out” illuminated when Mike
Gray speaks Sunday, August 22,
10 a.m., at Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of San Dieguito (1036
Solana Drive). Gray wrote The
China Syndrome, has produced
several documentary films. Free.
858-755-9225. (SOLANA BEACH)

Seaweed Basket Class led by
Sharol Clay on Sunday, August 22,
1 to 5 p.m., at Quail Botanical Gar-
dens (230 Quail Gardens Drive).
$45 fee includes all materials. Reg-
istration: 760-436-3036. (ENCINITAS)

“Talking Science" is topic when
Teresa Larsen, director of Foun-
dation for Scientific Literacy,
speaks for Association for Ratio-
nal Inquiry on Sunday, August 22,
7 p.m., at Joyce Beers Community
Center (1230 Vermont Street).

Larsen will discuss language in
context of science, play some word
games, address questions on “sci-
ence speak.” Free. 858-454-2529.
(HILLCREST)

“How to Listen to Music" ex-
plored during “Monday Discus-
sion Days” program, August 23,
1 p.m., at Museum of Making Mu-
sic (5790 Armada Drive). Free.
760-438-5996. (CARLSBAD)

“Wine Appreciation 101," ex-
pect to learn “all the pertinent, fun-
damental aspects of wine in terms
easily understood by the novice, or
anyone” during class on Monday,
August 23, 7 p.m., at WineSellar
and Brasserie (9550 Waples Street,
suite 115). $30. Registration:
858-450-9557. (SORRENTO VALLEY)

“Lifestyles of Your English
Ancestors" explored when Eng-
land native and genealogist June
Hanson speaks for North San
Diego County Genealogical Soci-
ety on Tuesday, August 24,
10 a.m., in Carlsbad City Council
Chambers (1200 Carlsbad Village
Drive). Free. 858-453-8469.
(CARLSBAD)

“Naturalization Records”
plumbed by Ellen Naliboff during
genealogy class on Wednesday,
August 25, 6:30 p.m., at San Diego
Family History Center (4195
Camino del Rio South). Free.
619-584-7668. (MISSION VALLEY)

“Ethics in Today's Business
World" delved during discussion
on Wednesday, August 25, 7 p.m.,
at Living Room Coffeehouse (1417
University  Avenue). Free.
619-295-7911. (HILLCREST)

“Feng Shui in the Garden" ex-
plored when Patty Norton of Karmé
Landscape and Design speaks for
Mission Hills Garden Club,
Wednesday, August 25, at 6:30 p.m.,
at Mission Hills United Church of
Christ (4070 Jackdaw Street). $5.
619-255-2110. (MISSION HILLS)

“The Pros and Cons of Digital
SLRs" divulged by photographer
Bob Harrington when North
County Photographic Society
meets on Wednesday, August 25,
6:30 p.m. in Ecke Building at Quail
Botanical Gardens (230 Quail Gar-
dens Drive). $3. 760-752-6375.
(ENCINITAS)

“Five Ways to Super Memory"
divulged by Judy Cullins, Wednes-
day, August 25, 7 p.m., at San Car-
los Library (7265 Jackson Drive).
Free. 619-527-3430. (SAN CARLOS)

“You Have the Right of Way:
Copyrights and Your Artwork” dis-
cussed by photographer and copy-
right expert Wayne Perry when
“Getting Your Artwork Out There”
series continues on Wednesday,
August 25, 6 p.m., at San Diego Art
Institute (1439 El Prado). $3.
619-236-0011. (BALBOA PARK)

Take a Look at “China by
Train" when Bill Jordan speaks for
North County World Affairs
Council, Thursday, August 26,
10 a.m., at Remington Club phase
2 (16916 Hierba Place). Free.
858-487-1776. (RANCHO BERNARDO)

“Women Making a World of
Difference: Eyewitness Reports”
offered from Afghanistan (by Lilia
Velasquez), Iran (Anne Hoiberg),
Nepal (Dee Aker) during luncheon

ACTIVE

DISCOUNT
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per_ person
rough August
with mentio‘of ad

SINGLES

Get involved in the sports you love with
other active, healthy singles!

Over 12 events each week! More trips,

parties and members than any other Starting at

club in San Diego! s99 Champagne
Athletic Singles Association e

per person

877-404-6359

FAA Certified Pilots
PUC Legal Insurance

800-488-9246
Find out more now:
www.athleticsingles.com

\l
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Por the price of a did eridoo._

» Great Sleeps » Budget Airem

> Base Backpackers mm......... %18 = Sydnay... 5842
= Kanga House o 518 = Melbourng...eenensnen 3842
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= Bohemia Resort cese...o.......... 818

» GEE AI"‘DUHd {32 Experience)
> Sydnay to Cairns. ... 5272

= mim, traval 3 days / max 12 months

> Sydney Roundabout........5220

w min traneel B days. Sydnay to Byron Bay and hack|

= See the Outback................5235

u min. traval 2 days. Traval from Cadms o Ayres Aock.

$149 _

Take off and land

in the same location.

Suthiect ta chargs ol pusdabdity. Taxes and gther
spplicable fees not included. Airfare & roundirg
fram: Lo Angaies and s volid for any length of tma
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743 Fourch Ave, a5 Fi 4619) 544 94632
San Diego’s oldest and largest operation. 953 t:u::eb :ie_% o gg}ggz{)gggé m TRAVEL
Call us at: 619-216-8416 or on-line at: UCSD Price Canter Ste, 76 ; P
www. SkyDiveSanDiego.com SOSU, Azbec Center 61 J] 594.4589 | SRS Ve TR0 '(l




on Thursday, August 26,
11:30 a.m., at Tom Ham’s Light-
house (2150 Harbor Island Drive).
$16. RSVP by August 23: 619-223-
8074. (HARBOR ISLAND)

On a 2655-Mile Trek Angela
and Duffy Ballard discovered na-
ture, pushed their limits, and tested
their commitment to each other.
The Ballards present slide show
based on their book, A Blistered
Kind of Love, Thursday, August 26,
7 p.m., at Adventure 16 (4620 Al-
varado Canyon Road). Free.
619-283-2374. (MISSION VALLEY)

Landscape Architect Alan Tate
is head of department of landscape
architecture at University of Man-
itoba, Canada; he’s author of Great
City Parks. Tate speaks for series
co-sponsored by American Soci-
ety of Landscape Architects and
Museum of Contemporary Art
San Diego on Thursday, Au-
gust 26, 7 p.m. Find the museum
at 700 Prospect Street. $10. Reser-
vations: 619-283-8818. (LA JOLLA)

“Spotlight on Human
Trafficking — The San Diego and
Tijuana Solution” presented by
Marisa Ugarte and Anne Hoiberg
for Women’s Equity Council of
United Nations Association on
Thursday, August 26, 5:30 p.m., in
United Nations Building (on Pres-
idents Way). Free. 619-223-8074.
(BALBOA PARK)

IN PERSON

Political and Cultural Satire are
said to be fused with a coming-of-
age story in South Africa in Tony
Eprile’s Persistence of Memory, which
he’ll sign and discuss on Thursday,
August 19, 7:30 p.m., at Warwick’s

P =

SeaWorld

ADVENTURE PARK

San Diego

Audition Date
and Time:

Saturday,
August 21,
9 am-5 pm

Invitational
Callback Date:

Sunday,
August 22

Daily Rates Apply!
You must be at least 18 years
of age to audition. Prepared

materials must be appropriate
for family audiences. Photo
and résumé appreciated.

EOE M/F/V/D

Bead craftsman Wayne Robbins for
Bead Society at Mingei Museum,
August 21 (see Lectures)

Bookstore (7812 Girard Avenue;
858-454-0347). Free. (LA JOLLA)

William Shakespeare's Mea-
sure for Measure is presented by
theater school students at North
Coast Repertory Theatre, Au-
gust 19-22. Performances start at
7 p.m. Friday through Saturday,
2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.
Tickets: $9 general, $7 students.
Find theater at 987-D Lomas Santa
Fe; 858-481-1055. (SOLANA BEACH)

San Diego Poet Tomas Gayton
reads from his Yazoo City Blues on
Friday, August 20, 7 p.m., at D.G.
Wills Books (7461 Girard Avenue).
He’s joined by local Gabriela Anaya
Valdepena, reading from her book
Exaggerated Gender Signals. 858-
456-1800. Free. (LA JoLLA)

Known as New Jersey's Bad
Boy, comic Mike Marino performs
Friday, August 20, 8 p.m., at Greek
Palace (8878 Clairemont Mesa
Boulevard). $20; two-drink mini-
mum. 858-573-0155. (KEARNY MESA)

Summer-in-the-Park Concert
series features Bayou Brothers
playing Cajun, zydeco, and Mardi
Gras music on Friday, August 20,

6 p.m., at Trolley Barn Park (1400
Adams Avenue). 619-297-3166.
Free. (UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

TGIF Jazz in the Parks series
continues when Kenny Neal plays
Louisiana swamp blues, funky
rhythms, and vocals on Friday,
August 20, 6 p.m., in Calavara
Hills Park (at Carlsbad Village
Drive and Glasgow Street).
760-434-2904. Free. (LA COSTA)

“San Diego-Born Poetess"”
Theresa F. reads from original
works during open-mike poetry
event, Friday, August 20, 8 p.m.,
at R. Spot Barber and Books (3013
University Avenue). $5. 619-297-
7768. (NORTH PARK)

Radio Days, the U.S. Navy Band
Southwest joins San Diego Sym-
phony for Summer Pops concerts
conducted by Willis Delony on Fri-
day and Saturday, August 20 and
21. Expect a re-creation of a vin-
tage radio show presented live with
dancers, singers, and announcers.
Concerts conclude with fireworks.

Concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.
(gates open at 6) at Embarcadero
Marina Park South (206 Marina
Park Way). Single tickets: $10 to
$62, available by calling 619-235-
0804. (DOWNTOWN)

Summergrass San Diego blue-
grass festival picks up August 20-
22 outdoors at Antique Gas and
Steam Engine Museum (2040
North Santa Fe). Live music (Chris
Hillman with Bluegrass Etc., Tim
Flannery and Friends, Fragment,
Ron Spears and Within Tradition,
Laurel Canyon Ramblers, many
others), workshops, food and craft
vendors, dry camping. Friday, $12;
Saturday or Sunday, $15; weekend
rates available. 858-679-4854.
(VISTA)

AUDITIONS

Come Be a Part of the Adventure!
SeaWorld Entertainment Auditions.

SeaWorld is currently casting for

an all-new production!

Male Actor — to play suave, villainous, comedic and
egotistical character role in a new show. Character role:
Willy Wonka meets Zorro meets Buster Keaton. Improv and
physical theatre skills a plus. Prepare a comedic monologue
that does not exceed two minutes in length. Be prepared to

perform provided script.

Male and Female Comedic Performer/Dancers — to
play mysterious sea creature in new show. Must be an
excellent swimmer; diving skills a plus. Prepare a movement
piece that does not exceed two minutes in length. Improv
movement may be required at the time of the audition. At the
audition, please submit a video/DVD demo of your work.

AUDITION LOCATION:

SeaWorld, Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute
2595 Ingraham St., San Diego, CA 92109

Intersection of Ingraham and Perez Cove Way

Call the SeaWorld Audition Hotline for additional information:
(619) 226-3607 » www.seaworldjohs.com

SeaWorld is an equal opportunity employer and supports

a safe and drug-free workplace.

For wet and wild family fun, Knott's Soak City has it all.

From high speed tube and body slides to Coronade

E:_:i:iifgjs. the family r?"ft:q_di{rﬁ-_nt_u_ré. there's something
for everyone. Including Gl"-_EmmiE Lagoon, a complete

children’s pool and activity area. 5o grab your bathing
r— e

st and'hit the waves at

Knott's Soak City.

W ATER FPA RN
© SAN DIEGD
i Ty L1 Fork, E

2052 Entertainment Circle, Chula Vista, CA 91911 (619) 661-7373 ¢ knotts.com
Just minutes from downtown San Diego.

Present this coupon at any Knott's Soak City ticket window to receive $8 off each adult
ticket (regular price $24.95). Valid any day Knott's Soak City is open to the public and
regular tickets are on sale. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts.
Coupon is not valid for special ticket events. Offer available only at Knott's Soak City
Water Parks in San Diego, Buena Park or Palm Springs. Limit 6 discounts per coupon.
Hours, prices, promotions and attraction availability are subject to change without
notice. Valid through the end of the 2004 operating season. #1685

For information on the day you plan to visit,
please call (619) 661-7373 in San Diego County, (714) 220-5200 in Orange County

or (760) 327-0499 in Palm Springs or visit us online at knotts.com.
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Italian Fingerstyle Guitarist
Peppino D’Agostino immigrated to
America 20 years ago. He’ll perform
in concert on Saturday, August 21,
7:30 p.m., for AcousticMusic-
SanDiego, at Normal Heights
United Methodist Church (4650
Mansfield Street). 619-303-8176.
Tickets: $15, $20. (NORMAL HEIGHTS)

Comforting Violin Music per-
formed by Janet Hwu and Victoria
Ryan, Saturday, August 21, 1 p.m.,
at Mission Valley Library (2123
Fenton Parkway). Free. 858-573-
5007. (MISSION VALLEY)

The Agents of Mission
Improvible Improv Comedy
Troupe present comic sketches based
on audience suggestions, Saturday,
August 21, 8 p.m., at Swedenborgian
Hall (1531 Tyler Avenue). $10.
858-581-0050. (HILLCREST)

Summer Concerts 2004, Eve
Selis performs on Saturday, Au-
gust 21, 6 p.m., at Bird Park (at
Upas and Pershing Streets).
619-204-5606. Free. (BALBOA PARK)

Performer, Blogger, Author
Wil Wheaton signs Just a Geek, Sat-
urday, August 21, 1:30 p.m., at
Mysterious Galaxy Books (7051
Clairemont Mesa Boulevard).
Tickets: 858-268-4747. (CLAIREMONT)

“Mainstream” Comedy show
Saturday, August 21, 8 p.m., at
4th & B (345 B Street). Tickets:
$10, $15. Reservations: 619-231-
4343. (DOWNTOWN)

Plays in the Park, Brehon Law opens
benefit concert for Arts Off Broadway
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, August 22, in Kit
Carson Park Amphitheatre (3333 Bear
Valley Parkway). Arts Off Broadway’s
children’s musical and youth theater
performers will entertain, followed by
concert by Gary Puckett. Tickets: $20
general, $25 reserved. 760-735-3302.
(ESCONDIDO)

Rhythm and Blues Concert by
King Biscuit, Sunday, August 22,
5 p.m., at Quail Botanical Gardens
(230 Quail Gardens Drive). $25 fee
includes buffet supper. Reserva-
tions: 760-436-3036. (ENCINITAS)

La Jolla Concerts by the Sea
continue with swing music by Big

Roam-0O-Rama

A Guide to Unexpected San Diego and Beyonde* By Jerry Schad

Lake Murray’s paved (closed to cars)
perimeter path is near East County’s most
pleasant and most popular place to gulp
some fresh air on a summer morning or late
afternoon. Unfortunately, the recreation
path ends at a point about three miles
around from the reservoir’'s main entrance,
and it is not possible to traverse the vintage
1918 concrete dam and complete a shore-
line loop.

You can, however, circle the lake on
foot by means of the following circuitous
route involving back streets through San
Carlos, Del Cerro, and La Mesa. Measuring
six miles, with a couple of protracted uphill
segments, this route is the shortest practi-

cal loop route on which you
won’t encounter “No
Trespassing” signs.

Start at Lake Murray’s
main entrance, on Kiowa
Drive, inside or outside the
gate as you please. Pick up
the perimeter path east of
the parking lots and continue
on near-flat pavement for two
miles to the ball fields on the
north end of the lake. Make
your way north to Murray Park
Drive, and pick up the left-
side sidewalk. You soon
cross Park Ridge Boulevard and commence
a steep ascent that takes you out

of the neighborhood of San Carlos
and into lofty Del Cerro. At the top
of the hill, turn left on Crystalaire
Drive. After a short block make a
right on Ridgemoor Drive, and after
a long block make a left on Glenlea
Lane.

On your left, a sign indicates
public land ahead and to the right.
Curve down and around to the right
on a narrow, sometimes rocky, dirt
path, enjoying stupendous views of
the lake on your left. Squirrels and
cottontail rabbits bolt for cover
practically at your feet.

The path eventually joins
Dwane Avenue. As soon as you get
there, make a left on sharply
descending Elaine Way, taking note
of an elaborate front-yard cycad
and succulent garden on the right.
After a block, make a right on Del
Cerro Boulevard, continuing the

steep descent. The SDSU campus

Lake Murray sunset

spreads over Montezuma Mesa ahead, and
the Coronado Islands can be seen dimpling
the ocean surface, clear air permitting.

When you reach the bottom of the hill,
stay on Del Cerro Boulevard’s left sidewalk.
Just past Meredith Avenue (at 6475 Del
Cerro Boulevard), veer left on a narrow
asphalt path skirting Del Cerro Park and join
Dartford Way. Continue down Dartford to
Airoso Avenue, turn left, and endure a half-
mile or so of freeway noise and fumes. You
edge by Chaparral Canyon (the ravine below
Lake Murray) on the left, where riparian
habitat restoration is taking place and no
entry is allowed. Bear left on Adelante
Avenue, and make a forced right turn on
Colorado Avenue.

It’s uphill all the way on Colorado,
through an isolated and obscure La Mesa
neighborhood. When Colorado ends, follow
a path on the right, down to the sidewalk on
Lake Murray Boulevard and alongside the
water-treatment plant fence. You'll pass a
giant circular drinking-water tank in its final
construction stages. Join Kiowa Drive and
return to your starting point.

Time Operator on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, 2 p.m., in Scripps Park at
La Jolla Cove (at foot of Girard Av-
enue). 858-454-1600. Free. (LA JOLLA)

“The Myth of Solid Ground:
Earthquakes, Predictions, and the
Fault Line between Reason and
Faith” will be signed by author
David Ulin on Monday, Au-
gust 23, 7:30 p.m., at Warwick’s
Bookstore (7812 Girard Avenue).
Free. 858-454-0347. (LA JOLLA)

Open Poetry Reading — read
your poetry or selections by some-
one else, or just listen during open

poetry reading, Monday, August 23,
in Green Room at Twiggs Tea and
Coffee (4590 Park Boulevard, at
Madison). Sign-ups at 8 p.m., open
readings 8:15 to 9:30 p.m. Free.
619-296-0616. (UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

The Twilight in the Park
Summer Concerts conclude for
season with performances by Art
Deco and the New Era (Tuesday,
August 24); the El Cajon German
Band (Wednesday, August 25);
and Kearny Mesa Concert Band
(Thursday, August 26). Concerts
run from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. in
Spreckels Organ Pavilion. Free.

arbor Cruises by Day;,
Crinises by Night.

619-692-9265 or 619-235-1105.
(BALBOA PARK)

Science Fiction Authors Brian
Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson
sign Dune: The Battle of Corrin on
Wednesday, August 25, 7 p.m., at
Mysterious Galaxy Books (7051
Clairemont Mesa Boulevard).
Tickets: 858-268-4747. (CLAIREMONT)

Employment Lawyer Glenn
Solomon signs and discusses You
Could Be Fired for Reading This,
Wednesday, August 25, 7 p.m., at
Barnes and Noble Bookstore (1040
North El Camino Real). Free.
760-943-6400. (ENCINITAS)

SPORTS

Billie Jean King National Junior
Invitational Championships
run Thursday through Sunday, Au-

gust 19-22, at Barnes Tennis Cen-
ter. Competition for those 14-18
runs 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free for spec-
tators. 619-221-9000. (PACIFIC BEACH)

The Boys of Summer, San
Diego Padres host Florida Marlins
at 7:05 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day, August 20 and 21, and at
1:05 p.m. on Sunday, August 22.
The Pads head to New York to
meet up with Mets at 4:10 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, Au-
gust 23-25, with a game at
10:10 a.m. on Thursday, Au-
gust 26.

Tickets: 877-374-2784. Games
broadcast on radio station XPRS-
AM (1090), television Channel 4.

Sunset Kayak Paddle on Fri-
day, August 20, starts at Hike Bike
Kayak San Diego (2246 Avenida de
la Playa) at 6 p.m. $25 fee includes
equipment rental. Reservations:
858-551-9510. (LA JOLLA SHORES)

Tag Team Golf, season continues
with nine-hole coed shotgun event,
Friday, August 20, at Cottonwood
Golf Club (3121 Willow Glen
Drive). Practice clinic: 4:30 p.m.,
followed by shotgun start at
5:30 p.m. $38. Required reserva-
tions: 619-442-9130. (EL CAJON)

Carlsbad Lagoon Ride — up
the coast and back via El Camino
Real — hosted by San Diego Bicy-
cle Touring Society on Saturday,
August 21. Fifty-mile ride starts at
8:45 a.m. at Doyle Park (8175 Re-
gents Road at Nobel Drive).
619-426-8192. (UNIVERSITY CITY)

Vroooom! Cajon Speedway of-
fers street, pony, and factory stock
racing, along with legends, on Sat-
urday, August 21. First race:
6:45 p.m., following qualifying
runs at 5:15 p.m.

The 3/8-mile track is located
next to Gillespie Field, at 1888
Wing Street. Adult admission: $9
(west side) and $10 (east side); $3
for those 6 to 12; free for kids un-
der 6 with an adult. 619-448-8900.
(EL CAJON)

World Bodysurfing Champi-
onships, competition runs 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
August 21 and 22, at Oceanside
Pier (at foot of Mission Boule-
vard). Free for spectators. 760-435-
5541. (OCEANSIDE)

Midnight Madness Fun
Bicycle Ride, 31st year for event,
during which a couple of thousand
bicyclists follow a mostly flat 20-mile
loop course route from County Ad-
ministration Building (1600 Pacific
Coast Highway) beginning at mid-
night on Saturday, August 21. Reg-
istration starts at 8 p.m. $30.
619-645-8068. (DOWNTOWN)

Lake Jennings Fishing
University convenes each Sunday
through August at 1 p.m. at Lake
Jennings County Park (10108 Bass
Road). Topics: knot tying, gear,
baits, casting for beginners. Free.
619-390-1300. (LAKESIDE)

Fernando Gutierrez Cup
competition at San Diego Polo
Club, Sunday, August 22. Prelim-
inary matches begin at 1:30 p.m.,
featured polo match at 3 p.m.
General admission is $5, as is
parking. The club meets at 14555
El Camino Real. 858-481-9217.
(RANCHO SANTA FE)

Snorkel with the Sharks on
Sunday, August 22, 8 to 10 a.m.,
during outing hosted by Birch
Aquarium-Museum. Sharks in
question are (harmless) leopard
sharks, smooth hound sharks, gui-
tarfish. $30. Reservations:
858-534-7336. (LA JOLLA SHORES)

Adopt a Russian Child

Please attend a free
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informational meeting

Thursday, August 26, from 7-9 pm.
Summer Fireworks Cruises

- 8/20, 8/21, 8/28,9/1,9/3, 9/4, 9/6

Weekend Champagne Brunch Cruises

(Ask about our Asian program.)

R

HORNBLOWER

CRUISES & EVENTS
San Diego: 619-686-8715

www.hornblower.com

Nightly Sunset Dinner Cruises ADOPTION OPTIONS, INC.

4025 Camino Del Rio South
RSVP: 619-542-7772

Toll-free: 877-542-7772
www.adoption-options.org

Daily Sightseeing Harbor Cruises
Birthdays & Special Occasions

Save $5.00 On Any Hornblower Cruise

*Valid for up to 6 people, adult fares only. Not valid on holidays or special event
cruises. Restrictions apply. Referral code: SDR04. Expires | 1/30/04.




Tuesday Night Bicycle Racing
continues at San Diego Velo-
drome, 6:20 to 8:30 p.m. Free for
spectators. Find velodrome at 2221
Morley Field Drive. 760-703-6280.
(BALBOA PARK)

And They're Off! 2004 seaside
racing season hosted by Del Mar
Thoroughbred Club continues
through Wednesday, September 8.
Races every day except Tuesday.
Post time 2 p.m. except Fridays,
when racing begins at 3:30 or
4p.m.

Donavon Frankenreiter per-
forms for 4 O’Clock Friday on Au-
gust 20. Free doughnuts, coffee,
orange juice during “behind-the-
scenes look into the world of thor-
oughbred racing” offered 8 to
10 a.m. on Saturday, August 21.
Track announcer Trevor Denman
hosts festivities, which include
question and answer with jockeys,
trainers.

General admission: $8 general.
Find Del Mar Racetrack at San
Diego County fairgrounds, Jimmy
Durante Boulevard and Via de la
Valle. 858-793-5533. (DEL MAR)

SPECIAL

Taste of MainStreet Intemational
Food Festival, over 30 restaurants
participate in events on Thursday,
August 19, 6 to 9 p.m.; music by
five bands; Rods and Woodies
classic car show (on Coast High-
way between D and G Streets).
Tickets: $20, available at 818 South
Coast Highway. 760-943-1950.
(ENCINITAS)

“Motorcycles: Wheels of Desire
2004," show features 35 bikes of all
types, circa 1910 to 2005, continu-
ing through Sunday, August 22, at
103 South Main (at Alvarado). Code
3 Cover Band takes stage at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, August 21. Admission:
$5. 760-728-1414 or 800-919-1159.
(FALLBROOK)

Encanto Street Fair Cultural
Arts Festival, multiethnic-
themed festival with six stages,
food, over 250 vendors, custom car
show on Saturday, August 21,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., on Imperial Av-
enue between 63rd and 68th
Streets. Free admission. 619-266-
0936. (ENCANTO)

A Selection from “Ecclesiastes”
in the Bible examined when Great
Books Reading and Discussion
Group meets Saturday, August 21,
2 p.m., in third-floor conference
room, San Diego Public Library
(820 E Street). 858-755-8978. Free;
newcomers welcome. (DOWNTOWN)

Julian Weed and Craft Show,
a variety of woods, rocks, and
weeds, floral arrangements (both
hanging and table) on display Sat-
urday, August 21, through Mon-
day, September 6,9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
in Julian Town Hall (2129 Main
Street). Free. 760-765-1857. (JULIAN)

Horse Tack Sale and Luau with
roast pig, sponsored by Tijuana
River Valley Equestrian Associa-
tion, Saturday, August 21, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., at Old Feed Barn (1953
Leon Avenue). Admission: free.
619-227-4360. (IMPERIAL BEACH)

Ups and Down Agility Dog
Show on Saturday and Sunday,
August 21 and 22, at Del Mar
Horsepark (14550 El Camino
Real). Free. 858-794-1171. (DEL MAR)

The House of Hungary hosts
lawn program at International
Cottages — with dance, music,
and cultural costumes — Sunday,
August 22, 2 p.m. Free. 619-239-
0512. (BALBOA PARK)

The International Indoor
Gardening Expo is Sunday, Au-
gust 22, noon to 6 p.m., at San
Diego Concourse (202 C Street).
Over 100 booths, experts to share
knowledge of indoor gardening
and hydroponics. Free. 250-882-
1094. (DOWNTOWN)

San Diego Wine Opener, ben-
efit for Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
with wine tasting, food, exotic au-
tomobiles, live entertainment on
Sunday, August 22, 1 to 5 p.m., at
Rainforest Silks (5825 Avenida
Encinas #109). Tickets: $50 in ad-
vance, $60 at door. 858-578-2945.
(CARLSBAD)

La Mesa Village Car Shows,
with antique cars, classics, and hot
rods every Thursday night along
La Mesa Boulevard (right around
Spring Street) through August 26,
6 to 9 p.m. Free. 619-303-5912.
(LA MESA)

Bring Banana Pups to trade or
give away following presentation

lARGEST CuimsinG GYm IN So. CAuromuA.

Advance Reservation Required

2-FOR-1 [ ¢

INTRODUCTORY LESsoN 38 b

Call for details.

OutpOOR
CI.IMBING TriPs!

MILITARY SUNDAYS
50% Or DAy Pass | &

Exdudes lessons. Call for details.

o Ciimbing Coui AT

9580 Distribution Ave. ® San Diego  858-586-7572
www.verticalhold.com

ke — .

e e e e e e e e ————

- Biah, hiah biah
« Blah, biah biah

G{IIIIIEGIIII!]

—

Cavenes i e =

« Yadua, yatida, yatida ',Mg'
« Yadda, yadda, yadda | -]

Franchlsed

Arthur / y

Murray

Dance Studios

SELF-CONFIDENCE » BETTER HEALTH e SOCIAL EASE  FUN

“rione”” S10 FIRST LESSON <./ onzm
- 858-499-0180

8303 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. ® Suite 205

LEARN THE
LATEST STEPS:
¢ Salsa

¢ Swing/
Lindy Hop

e Merengue
¢ Tango

e Waliz

* Rumba

e All Ballroom
Dances

ATTENTION

SANDBLASTERS

Each year millions of American workers are exposed to a serious health threat known as
Silicosis. Silicosis is a potentially fatal respiratory disease that results from inhalation of
airborne silica dust. Some silicosis may go undetected for decades.

Are you at risk?

Silicosis typically affects workers in specific professions, especially those who have worked with
or around:

Sandblasters Brick Masons

Foundry Workers Miners

Construction Workers Concrete Blasters and Cutters
If you are experiencing shortness of breath, chest pain, cough, fatigue or flu-like symptoms and
have worked with or around one of the above professions, your lungs may have been injured.

You may be entitled to compensation
for your injuries.

To learn more about whether you may have a legal right to compensation for harm you may
have suffered, contact McCurdy & McCurdy, L.L.P. or feel free to stop by one of the medical
screenings we have scheduled in your area on the following dates:

SILICOSIS SCREENING

Time: August 25 & 26 * 9:00 am-6:00 pm

Location: Holiday Inn, South Bay - National City
Nautilus & Coronado Rooms
700 National City Blvd., National City, CA 91950

Screening is open to the public.

No client is at risk of paying out-of-pocket expenses.

McCurdy & McCurdy, L.L.P.

Attorneys at Law
www.mccurdylawfirm.com
Emergisoft Plaza » 524 East Lamar, Ste. 250 44 Montgomery Street, Ste. 800
Arlington, TX 76011 San Francisco, CA 94101
Main: 817-649-8600 » Fax: 817-649-5008 Main: 415-489-7420 » Fax: 415-489-7426

Toll-free:

1-866-649-8600

Se Habla Espaiiol

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Principal office located in Arlington, Texas.

Q%lz’tlg

Tell us (and the world) all about it at the Reader.
Not your everyday engagement announcement.

How did you meet?
When did you know this was “it”?
Where and how did he (or she) propose?

And further down the lane;
For those of you who've already tied the knot...
How’s bringing up baby?

How did baby get his or her name?
What has been the most surprising thing
about being a parent?

Who does baby most resemble?

We'll tell your story and show your picture FREE.

Cadll “Lovers’ Lane”
at 619-235-3000, ext. 403, and leave a message,

or e-mail: loverslane@adelphia.net

€6 7007 ‘61 1sn3ny tapvay o3a1(] ues
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Calendar
LOCAL EVENTS

by “local banana experts” Paul
Fisher (Meritt Mountain Nursery)
and John Verdick (Encanto
Farms) on Thursday, August 26,
for California Rare Fruit Growers.
Program: 7 p.m. in room 104 of
Casa del Prado. Free. 619-866-
0575. (BALBOA PARK)

Taste of National City, with
food from 15 restaurants, Thurs-
day, August 26, 5 to 8 p.m., in Her-
itage Square (900 block of A Av-
enue). $12 general. 619-477-9339.
(NATIONAL CITY)

“The Bible as a Book," an ex-
hibit illustrating history of biblical
printing, featuring famous Bibles
from Gutenberg to modern day, is
on view through August in first-
floor lobby area and Wangenheim
Room at San Diego Public Library
(820 E Street). View 13th-Century
Bible written on parchment, orig-
inal leaves from famous Bibles dat-
ing 1121 to 1935, rare facsimile
edition of 1455 Gutenberg Bible.
Free. 619-236-5800. (DOWNTOWN)

"Dr. Seuss between the Covers,"”
exhibition focusing on children’s
books by Theodor Seuss Geisel with
original sketches, finished drawings,

mock-up books, continues through
Saturday, September 4, on main floor
of UCSD’s Geisel Library. 858-534-
2533, (LA JOLLA)

A "Paper Theatre Festival” is
planned by staff of Arts Libraries at
UCSD. According to festival di-
rector Scott Paulson, “paper the-
ater was a popular form of drawing
room entertainment in the Victo-
rian era.” An exhibit of paper the-
aters, materials outlining history
of the art form, paper optical toys
runs Monday, August 23, through
September, in exhibit cases of
UCSD Arts Libraries.

A Paper Theatre Festival per-
formance is planned on Saturday,
August 28, 1 p.m., in Geisel Li-
brary. After performance, audi-
ence members may help create a
paper theater or create optical toys.
Free. 858-534-8074. (LA JOLLA)

FOR KIDS

“Giddy Up, Cowboys!"” pre-
sented by comic ventriloquist
Lynn Trimble through Sunday,
August 22, in Marie Hitchcock
Puppet Theatre. You’re invited to
a Pirate Party when Big Joe Pro-
ductions entertains August 25-29.

Showtimes: 11 a.m., 1, and
2:30 p.m. Wednesday through
Sunday. Find theater near

AcousticMusicSanDiego, August 21
(see In Person)

Aerospace Center. Admission: $3
for adults, $2 for children under
12. 619-685-5990. (BALBOA PARK)

Meet the Big Red Dog called
Clifford when he visits story time
on Saturday, August 21, 11 a.m.,
at Barnes and Noble Bookstore
(1040 North El Camino Real).
760-943-6400. Free. (ENCINITAS)

Hungry? Taste Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs during story
time on Saturday, August 21,
11 a.m., at Barnes and Noble
Bookstore (2615 Vista Way). Free.
For those four to eight years old.
760-529-0270. (OCEANSIDE)

Design a Visor and decorate
with jewels and buttons on Satur-
day, August 21, 2 p.m., at Escon-
dido Children’s Museum (in stu-
dio 1 at California Center for the
Arts, Escondido, 340 North Es-
condido Boulevard). $5. 760-233-
7755. (ESCONDIDO)

“Sharks 101," get the skinny on
sharks, find out which are local to
San Diego when Birch Aquarium-
Museum hosts family program
with activities, stories, on Saturday,
August 21, 11 a.m. Find Birch at
2300 Expedition Way. Included in
regular museum admission. Reser-
vations: 858-534-7336. (LA JOLLA)

Dino Day! Dennis Schatz reads
from his books Totally Dinosaurs
and Uncover a T. Rex during fam-
ily day activities on Saturday, Au-
gust 21,11 a.m. and 1 p.m., at San
Diego Natural History Museum.
Participants will examine fossils,
build dinosaur models, learn to
walk like a T. rex. Included in reg-
ular museum admission. 619-255-
0203. (BALBOA PARK)

Sound is subject when Reuben H.
Fleet Science Center hosts family
science day, Saturday, August 21,
noon to 3 p.m. Participants “make
a free science experiment” to take
home. Regular admission.
619-238-1233. (BALBOA PARK)

Jiggling Jellyfish, preschoolers
and their parents explore beauty

and mystery of marine jellies to
find out how these creatures sur-
vive in ocean when Birch Aquar-
ium-Museum hosts class, Sunday,
August 22, 9:30 a.m. $25 fee (adult
admitted free) includes “role-play-
ing,” take-home craft. Find aquar-
ium 2300 Expedition Way. Re-
quired reservations: 858-534-7336.
(LA JOLLA)

MUSEUMS

(Art museums are listed in
the Reader's Guide to Art.)

Antique Gas and Steam Engine
Museum, the museum locates,
collects, documents, and preserves
historical gas-, steam-, and horse-
powered equipment related to agri-
culture and the general develop-
ment of America. The collection is
made up of equipment used in lum-
bering, mining, oil drilling, and con-
struction industries. Blacksmith and
wheelwright shop, country kitchen
and parlor, steam-operated saw
mill, and 1/3-scale train. Find the
museum at 2040 North Santa Fe
Avenue. 760-941-1791. (VISTA)

Bonita Museum and Cultural
Center, “Woven Experiences: A
Juried Exhibit” presented by San
Diego Weaver’s Guild, continues
through Saturday, September 11.
The museum highlights the history

A free, 24-hour line for planning your wedding.

Call 619-233-9797 and press the 4-
digit extension (in bold type) of the

topic or advertiser that interests you.

Planning Tips

Caterers......... 5104
Ceremony Sites. . . 5106
Clergy .......... 5112

Consultants. .. ... 5118
Dance Lessons . .. 9117
Decorations. ... . .. 5113
Disc Jockeys. . . ... 5110
Florists. ......... 5101
Formal Wear. . . .. 5103
Gift Registries. . . . 9116
Health & Beauty. . 5119
Honeymoon ... .. 5115

Invitations . . ... .. 5114
Jewelers ........ 5100
Limos & Valet. ... 5111
Musicians . ...... 5109

Photographers. . . . 5108
Reception Sites . . . 5107

Wedding Photography—
Lowest Prices By Far!
We also do modeling sessions,
commercial, sports and all special
events. www.photomasters.us.

Call us, 619-708-09%4. . . .. ... 5272

Invest In Your Marriage
With Pre-Marital Coaching
Learn the skills needed to keep

your love growing long after the
honeymoon. Carolyn, 8568-735-1338.
www.Relationships4Life.com . . . . 5406

Gide

Call 619-255-9797 (on the Web at SanDiegoReader.com/wedding)

Floral Sensations!
Exceptional Flowers For You
Call for a free consultation with
Heather, our designer and owner.
We have the time to personalize

your day with you, 760-598-8066 . . . 5163

Weddings On The Water!
Elegant Boat

Beautifully restored. Packages
start at $1995. Charters-Parties.

All Wedding
Sites & Services
Free list of over 250
locations for your

Salsa Steel Drum Band—
Conga Line & Limho Dance
World Beat island music!
Caribbean reggae, calypso, salsa,

cheerscharterboat.com. wedding/reception. 760-295-9005. sambas, bossa nova. 619-229-8740.
619-200-7417 .. ... ... 5257 www.AllWedSites.com . . .... 5384 www.SalsaSteel.com . . ...... 5282
The DJ Music Maestro— Plan Your Wedding At Spanish Specialties To
Music For All Occasions www.Bridalinsider.com California Fusion, Music,
Specializing in music for weddings San Diego’s largest vendor listing Rentals—Call Sevilla!

and receptions. Free consultation: and wedding discussion board. Free No matter the size of your group,
djmusic@san.rr.com, 858-229-4182. membership includes a wedding Sevilla can do all, from authentic

wedding cakes! Many styles/flavors
to choose from. 619-226-0192.
Diane, The Cake Lady. . . .. .. 5215

Highway Star CD Dance Party
Mobile DJ And Lighting
Professional DJ service. Free
planning guide, song list. “Its

your day,” we will make it perfect!
Free consult. 619-888-8468 . . . 5205

CD Entertainment—

A DJ For Any Occasion

$100 off with this ad!

Free setup. Free breakdown.
www.cdentertainmentsd.com.

Free consult, 619-813-6660 . . . 5300

www.djmusicmaestro.com . . . . . 5299 website and planning tools! . . . 5418
All Cakes Made From At The Hilton San Diego
Scratch For All Occasions! Mission Valley, We Make It
The most beautiful and delicious Worry-Free & Fun For All.

Creative, memorable & affordable.
We offer a wedding coordinator,
elegant dining & gourmet catering,
exquisite ballrooms, lea\dng you

free to enjoy your lifetime event.
Hilton San Diego Mission Valley;
901 Camino Del Rio South,
619-682-3947 x323, F 619-296-9561.
Www.hiltonsdmvweddings.com ... 5256

Spanish tapas to extraordinary
buffets and sit-down dinners, from
one of San Diego’s most trusted
names in dining. Call one of our
professional party planners today

for a free tasting. (888) SEVILLA.
wwwisevillacatering.com . .. . . 5203

Hillcrest Flowers—

From The Ground Up

Beautiful fresh flowers for all

your wedding needs. Prices to fit

any budget. Rentals available.

Call Sher, 619-743-1332 ... ... 5162

Affordable Customized
Wedding Ceremonies

Church services or barefoot on the
beach. Call 858-350-1053 or e-mail
sjwallace1053@yahoo.com. See
www.weddings.bravepages.com . . . 5326

Over 200 Wedding Dresses
$100s Off Retail Prices!
Quality, current style, consigned
gowns. Veils, headpieces, petticoats,
more! Garment Gourmet Resale,
760-630-6630,

Garmentgourmet.com . . ... .. 5190

To place your ad in
the Wedding Guide,
call 619-255-8200.

Michael’s Flower Girl

Fresh Floral Bridal Package
$59.50! Bridal Bouquet,

2 Bridesmaid Bouquets, 2
Boutonnieres, 2 Corsages
The look of elegance on a

working bride’s budget! Bridal gown
purchase closeout while available!
Tuxedos $59.99 & up. Bridal

flower preservation. Cakes $2.95/
person. Invitations $59.99 per 100

& up. Photography $900 & up.
Balloons 78¢/up.

Disc jockey $500 for 4 hours.
Specialty linens & more!

10450 Friars Road, 92120.
www.michaelsflowergir].com.

619-516-5544; 1-877-396-5771. . . . 5156

Bridal Bazaar

Sunday, October 24, 2004
Del Mar Fairgrounds, 10am-4pm. Find
everything for your wedding at San
Diego’s biggest bridal show! Info,
coupons at bridalbazaar.com. . . . . 5208

Don’t Let The “French” In
French Gourmet Scare You!
We Offer Delicious Values!
From simple hors d'oeuvres & cakes
to elaborate buffets or sit-down
receptions, our experienced staff

will plan a menu that will please
your guests and someone’s wallet.
Visit wwwthefrenchgourmet.com or
consult us at 800-929-1984 x125.
Free cake tasting. 960 Turquoise, PB.
Serving San Diego since 1979 . .. 5308

Sophia’s Photography—
Dual Photographers
Weddings, quinceafieras, glamour
portfolios, beach portraits, or

studio shots. Film, digital, or

video. Call 619-429-0063 . .. .. 5311

of the Sweetwater Valley from the
mid-1800s, with historical pho-
tographs; artifacts, tools, and farm-
ing implements; the district’s 1953
fire engine; and bound copies back
to the 1930s of the Chula Vista Star
News. Find the museum at 4035
Bonita Road. 619-267-5141. (BONITA)

California Surf Museum, “The
Surfer-Shapers,” on exhibit
through 2005, showcases several
surfers whose conceptual abilities
and crafting talent radically altered
surfboard design. The search has
always been for lighter, faster,
more maneuverable boards, from
Duke Kahanamoku in early 1900s
to Tom Blake in 1920s to Simon
Anderson in early 1980s.

The museum features surfing
artifacts and memorabilia — such
as surfboards and clothing — of
local legends Phil Edwards, John
“L.J.” Richards, and Peter John-
son, and Duke Kahanamoku. The
museum is located at 223 North
Coast Highway; 760-721-6876.
(OCEANSIDE)

Campo Railroad Museum,
showcasing more than 115 years
of American railroad heritage and
development through static and
operating exhibits, the museum
includes cabooses, steam and
diesel locomotives, track motor-
cars, “Jim Crow” segregated pas-
senger cars.

Interpretive 1.5-hour train
rides offered each weekend
(11 a.m., 2:30 p.m.) over portion
of the San Diego and Arizona Rail-
way. Find the depot on Highway
94 at Forrest Gate Road. 619-465-
7776. (CAMPO)

Chinese Historical Society and
Museum, view artifacts from San
Diego’s Chinese and Chinese-
American history, culture, and art.
Current museum artifacts include
a 1920s warlord’s bed, exhibits on
Chinese footbinding and Chinese-
American veterans. The museum
is in a building originally built in
1927 for the Chinese Mission. Ad-
jacent to the building is an Asian
garden with koi pond and water-
fall. Find the museum at 404 Third

DONATE YOUR CAR

Christians That Care

YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
GIFT WILL FUND:
Children & Youth Programs

Missionary Outreach © New Churches
And Much More!

NO DMV HASSLES
NO SMOG REQUIRED
RUNNING OR NOT e FREE PICKUP

<<
CARS » TRUCKS » VANS  TRAVEL TRAILERS
CASH o ANTIQUES o ETC.

Toll-Free: 1-883-423-1364
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Avenue (at J Street); 619-338-
9888. (DOWNTOWN)

Creation Museum, a museum
contrasting the evolution and cre-
ation world views is found at
10946 Woodside Avenue North.
For more information, call
619-448-0900 x231. (SANTEE)

Gemological Institute of
America Museum, permanent
exhibits include displays depicting
science and art of gemstones and
history, lore and cultural signifi-
cance of jewelry. Find the GIA at
5345 Armada Drive. Required
reservations: 800-421-7250 x 4116.
(CARLSBAD)

House of Pacific Relations, In-
ternational Cottages are open every
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. to pre-
sent the history and traditions of 30
ethnic groups. Select cottages open
on fourth Tuesday of the month,
Children Around the World videos
are shown in Hall of Nations,
fourth Tuesday of every month.
619-538-4069. (BALBOA PARK)

J.A. Cooley Museum, an eclec-
tic collection of items — includ-
ing displays on phonographs,
clocks, electric trains, and 20 other
types of collections — is featured
at the museum. The current fea-
tured attraction is an “Industrial
Product Collection,” with exam-
ples of the historical progression
of auto technology from 1886-
1915, with “some classics and a
concept car.”

Find the museum at 4233
Park Boulevard. 619-296-3112.
(UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic
Park, old adobe buildings were
once vacation retreat and working
rancho of actor Leo Carrillo. Tours
on Saturdays (11 a.m., 1 p.m.) and

CONCORD HYMN

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world.

The foe long since in silence slept;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.

On this green bank, by this soft stream,
We set to—day a votive stone;
That memory may their deed redeem,
When, like our sires, our sons are
gone.

Spirit, that made those heroes dare
To die, and leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare
The shaft we raise to them and thee.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Sundays (noon, 2 p.m.). Find Ran-
cho de los Quiotes at 6200 Flying
LC Lane. Free. 760-476-1042.
(CARLSBAD)

Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Museum, housed in a historic
building, the museum features five
permanent galleries with artifacts,
uniforms, vehicles, weapons, and
photographs depicting Marine
Corps history. The museum is lo-
cated in Building 26 at MCRD, just
inside Gate 4, off Pacific Highway.
619-524-6038. (MIDWAY)

Parsonage Museum of Lemon
Grove, currently on view: “The
Parson’s Study.” Find the museum
at 3185 Olive Street; 619-460-4353.
(LEMON GROVE)

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center,
“ExploraZone 5,” on view through
June5, 2005, explores “what you think
you see.” The 38 exhibits use visual
perception, thought, language, mag-
netism to test visitor’s senses and abil-
ities. Exhibit includes “Hoop Night-
mares,” “Cheshire Cat,” “Black
Sand,” “Speech Dissector.”
Ongoing exhibitions include
“Technovation,” “About Faces,”
“TryScience!,” and “Skyscapes II.”
The permanent exhibitions present a
variety of hands-on exhibits illustrat-
ing scientific principles. Explore the
various methods of transmission and
storage and retrieval of information,
such as lasers, flashing lights, wave-
forms, and more. Journey “To
Worlds Beyond” in the planetarium

Marino
Live!

New Jersey’s Bad Boy
Live Comedy Tour
One Night Only
Friday, August 20

Price: $20
Purchase tickets: www.wanttickets.com or call:

858-573-0155

The Greek Palace « 8878 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
Doors open at 7 pm - Show starts at 8 pm

2-drink minimum

show. Films are shown daily in the
IMAX theater. 619-238-1233.
(BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Automotive
Museum, “Fabulous Fifties: Hot
Rods, Fins, and Drive-Ins,” con-
tinuing through Monday,
August 30, showcases “this leg-
endary decade and its legendary
machines.” Exhibit features 18 au-
tomobiles including 1957 Ford
Thunderbird, 1956 Chevy
Corvette, 1953 Packard Caribbean
convertible, 1955 Studebaker
Champion; replica fagade of Os-
car’s restaurant, vintage advertis-
ing art, artifacts.

More than 80 automobiles and
motorcycles from horseless car-
riages to future prototypes are in-
cluded in the museum’s perma-
nent collection. Find the museum
near the Starlight Bowl; 619-231-
2886. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Hall of Champions,
“Shades of Greatness” is a 35-piece
art exhibit on loan from Negro
League Baseball Museum in
Kansas City. Additional exhibits
include “World’s Largest Collec-
tion of Olympic Medals,” featuring
medals from as early as 1896. The
museum — dedicated to promot-
ing, recognizing, and preserving
athletic achievement — is located
at 2131 Pan American Plaza.
619-234-2544. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Maritime Museum,
visit the H.ML.S. Surprise while the
ship used in film Master and Com-
mander is on exhibit through
Tuesday, November 30. See arti-
facts, costumes, props used in
making of the flick.

The museum features perma-
nent exhibits documenting the his-
tory of San Diego’s waterfront and
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READING

Hawthorne in Concord

Grove/Atlantic Press, 2004; 342 pages;
$26

FROM THE DUST JACKET: On
three different occasions Nathaniel
Hawthorne lived in the village of
Concord, Massachusetts. With
Hawthorne in Concord, Philip
McFarland presents an appreciative
portrait thatilluminates those peri-
ods while capturing the flavor and
the essence of the writer’s life. On
his wedding day in 1842, Hawthorne,
the author of Twice-Told Tales,
escorts his new wife, Sophia, to
their first home, the Old Manse. There, happy in his rural setting
and enriched by friendships with Thoreau and Emerson, he enjoys
anidyllic time that extends over three years. But ultimately, unable
to make enough money from his writing, he returns ingloriously,
with his wife and infant daughter, to live in his mother’s home in
Salem.

In 1853, Hawthorne moves back to Concord, now the renowned
novelist of both The Scarlet Letter (1850) and The House of the Seven
Gables (1851). Eager to resume writing fiction at the scene of his
earlier happiness, he instead spends hurried weeks assembling a
biography of his college friend, Franklin Pierce, who is running
for president. When Pierce wins the election, Hawthorne is
appointed to the lucrative post of consul in Liverpool. Soon he and
his family set sail for England.

Coming home from Europe in 1860, as America hovers on
the verge of civil war, the writer settles down in Concord once

p

Philip McFarland

more, in a town that nowis a hive of abolitionist sentiment. Emer-
son welcomes his returning friend with a neighborhood straw-
berry party, but Hawthorne in the months ahead begins with-
drawing into the privacy of his home, partly because of his unpop-
ular views on the war and partly because of his deteriorating
health.

WHAT THE CRITICS SAY:

The Providence Journal: Nathaniel Hawthorne, born 200 years ago,
is usually portrayed as an isolated, rootless soul who could never
linger in any one place for long, as if his early years in witch-haunted
Salem lay too heavily upon his soul....

In tying Hawthorne to his Concord years, Philip McFarland
has written a gentle and genial narrative that connects the writer to
that pastoral village of farmers and dreamers. We get domestic
details and family rites, webbed with the several friends and acquain-
tances Hawthorne came to know — from the quirky Thoreau to
the intellectually rambunctious Margaret Fuller, from the lofty
Emerson to the transcendentally addlepated Bronson Alcott.

From Publishers Weekly: In this pleasing biography, seasoned Amer-
ican history writer McFarland (The Brave Bostonians) focuses on two
elements that defined New England as the center of America’s 19th-
century literary world: the village of Concord, Massachusetts (a
center for luminaries like Ralph Waldo Emerson and Bronson
Alcott), and the blue-eyed “recluse” able to see “evil in every human
heart,” Nathaniel Hawthorne. McFarland focuses on the people
and ideas that shaped the era as it moved from early industrializa-
tion to the turmoil of the Civil War. His short chapters lend them-
selves to portraits, of politicians Henry Clay and James Knox Polk,
and thinkers Horace Mann and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
among others. Aspects of Hawthorne’s everyday life are stressed, such
as his constant money concerns, which in the 1840s sent him, with
his wife and daughter, back to live with his mother and sister, and
20 years later still left him thinking, “I wonder how people manage
to live economically.” The physical precariousness of 19th-century
life is also revealed, in the many examples of diseases and drown-
ings within Hawthorne’s family and community. The writer’s mean-
ingful friendships are well-drawn, particularly with his college chum
and future president, Franklin Pierce, to whom he displayed his

loyalty by writing a campaign biography. In the end, by depicting
his subject’s three sojourns in Concord, McFarland illuminates
Hawthorne’s art and the intellectual ferment originating in that
small, bucolic town.

A CONVERSATION WITH THE AUTHOR: Philip McFarland
was born in Birmingham, Alabama, in the summer of 1930. His father,
a lawyer, and his mother, a homemaker, were born and reared in
Ohio. As to how the family made its way to the deep South, Mr.
McFarland said, on the afternoon that we talked, that his father was
“working with an insurance firm in Hartford, and they sent him down
there, way, way back before I was born, and he spent the rest of his
life down there. I grew up in a household that didn’t feel as south-
ern as some households, because we would go back to southern
Ohio to visit my grandmother in summers. I loved being up there.”

As for Birmingham, Mr. McFarland said, “T've only been back
once since I left, and I left there at a fairly early age. My mother died
in 1965, and once she died — and my father had died before then
— I 'had no occasion to go back. In the 1970s, I did take my wife
and two boys back to show them the birthplace. It was quite a dif-
ferent city from the city that I'd left.”

“You left a segregated city.”

“That’s right. That’s the big difference. T had reservations about
the city because of that. That’s partly why I liked being in Ohio; that’s
partly why I went East to school. Then when I went back South, I
discovered it was very different. It had integrated in a way that
seemed to me more complete than up here in Massachusetts, where
Ilive.”

Mr. McFarland graduated from Phillips Exeter Academy in New
Hampshire and went on to university at Oberlin, in Ohio, where
he majored in history, graduating in 1951. He was awarded his M. A.
in history from Cambridge University in 1957. He is an author of
many books, most setin America’s 18th- and 19th-century past; he
is a longtime teacher at Concord Academy and a textbook editor.

We talked about Mr. McFarland’s interest in writing about
the 18th and 19th centuries. “I think why I liked the 19th Cen-
tury so much is that I was born very late in my mother’s life, and
my grandmother — whose home we visited, as I mentioned, in
Ohio — was still running her home the way she had when she

(continued on page 97)

the building of the West Coast by
sea, including exhibits concerning
the old San Diego-Coronado fer-
ryboats, the tuna fishing industry,
and the military. The museum
fleet consists of the 1863 bark Star
of India, the 1898 San Francisco
ferryboat Berkeley, and the 1904
Scottish steam yacht Medea. There
are also nautical exhibits, ship car-
penters, model building, ships in
bottles, woodcarvers, and a com-
plete research library.

The museum is located at 1306
North Harbor Drive, along the
Embarcadero at the corner of
North Harbor Drive and Ash
Street; 619-234-9153. (DOWNTOWN)

San Diego Museum of African
Art, exploration of Dogon peo-

ple’s culture, traditions offered in
“The Art of Mythology,” continu-
ing through Wednesday, Septem-
ber 15. Every aspect of Dogon life
is said to be “centered on the ven-
eration of ancestral spirits such as
binu, leve and dege.” Exhibit in-
cludes figurative sculptures, pho-
tographs, fabric. Find museum at
3562 Adams Avenue; 619-283-
6622. (NORMAL HEIGHTS)

San Diego Museum of Man,
historic and symbolic role of
weapons from around the globe
examined in “Weapons of the
World: Art, Technology, and Sym-
bolism,” continuing through May
2005. Collection showcases more
than 150 weapons of all shapes and
sizes, including blades, shields,

spears, bows, most from private
collection of Joseph Jessop, who
purchased the items from collec-
tors and traders.

“Efe: Archers of the Congo” ex-
amines one of the most enigmatic
and little-known groups on the
planet. The Efe are one of about 12
pygmy tribes living in African rain-
forest. The more than 200 items in-
clude bows, arrows, quivers, wrist
guards, hunting nets, musical in-
struments, utensils, and bark cloth
paintings. Through summer.

“Mapuche: Chilean People of
the Land,” on view through March
2005, includes more than 100 items
such as textiles, basketry, modern
and vintage photographs, silver-
work. The Mapuche — who were

never conquered by the Incas or
the Spaniards — boast a complex
culture from pre-Hispanic times,
speak their own language, earn in-
come through their artwork.
Permanent anthropology ex-
hibit “Footsteps through Time:
Four Million Years of Human Evo-
lution” features “more than a hun-
dred touchable replicas of early hu-
mans, primates, and futuristic
cyborgs (part human, part ma-
chine).” 619-239-2001. (BALBOA PARK)

San Pasqual Battlefield State
Historic Park commemorates the
clash (on December 6, 1846) dur-
ing the Mexican War between the
U.S. Dragoons, bolstered by sailors
and volunteers from San Diego,
and California militia. Narrated

slide-show screens throughout the
day, telling the story of the war in
Mexico and California. Self-guided
tour recounts the events of the bat-
tle and profiles the leaders of the
forces and also describes the lives
of the Indians indigenous to the
valley. The museum is found at
15808 San Pasqual Valley Road.
760-737-2201. (ESCONDIDO)

Valley Center History Museum,
the museum features an educational
exhibition centered around a Cali-
fornia grizzly bear, described as “the
only one on view in San Diego.”
Also on view: model of an 1862 set-
tler’s cabin, collection of Indian bas-
kets, and aerospace display. Find the
museum at 29200 Cole Grade Road.
760-749-2993. (VALLEY CENTER)

The shortest distance between:

Villa Montezuma, built in 1887
for internationally celebrated author
and musician Jesse Shepard, serves
as both a historical house museum
and cultural center. Find the mu-
seum at 1925 K Street (at 20th
Street). Call 619-239-2211 for more
information. (SHERMAN HEIGHTS)

William Heath Davis House
Museum, said to be the oldest
surviving structure in the new town
area of downtown San Diego, the
house is a well-preserved example
of a pre-framed lumber “salt box”
family home shipped from the East
Coast to California by boat around
Cape Horn in 1850. Find the mu-
seum at 410 Island Avenue (at
Fourth Avenue); 619-233-4692.
(GASLAMP QUARTER)

“| think he works for a bank or something”
and “l think he comes from money.”
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(continued from page 96)

had married at 15. She died in
1937 when she was 93 years old.
I remember that very, very well,
of course. She had seen Lin-
coln’s funeral. She was born in
1854, so at that time she was 11
years old, and she could talk to
me about that.

“That you could talk to
someone who had seen that and
who could bring it to life for
you! As alittle child I was much
impressed by the nearness of
the 19th Century. As I read more
about it, it all seemed as though
I had lived there, because of the
way my grandmother ran her
home; she washed on Monday,
she ironed on Tuesday, she’d
beat the rugs outside in back
on Wednesday. She had a wash-
house outside and a wringer
that we would push the clothes
through. She had mangles and
washboards and rug beaters and
irons that were really irons. They
didn’t plug in; they heated up
on the stove.”

AsIread Mr. McFarland’s
book, I had wondered how
Hawthorne’s wife Sophia kept
all the housework done.

“Or how any of them did,”
he said. “I'm not sure that she
worked much more than any-
body else. She worked very hard,
but they all worked hard. It’s
just staggering.”

“Yet, still,” I said, “women
like Sophia wrote long and beau-
tiful letters and made daily jour-
nal entries, all in impeccable
handwriting.”

“That’s true, and that takes
time. Of course, they were more
used to it. She was an extraor-
dinarily good writer herself,
Sophia was. She had painted
earlier in her life. After mar-
riage her gifts turned more to
decorating the bedposts and the
furniture and lampshades and
fire screens and even to selling
them at one point, because the
family was so poor.”

As for writing, I mentioned
to Mr. McFarland how perfectly

I thought his own expository
paragraphs fit with quotations
from his 19th-century subjects.

“There 1s,” I said, “a certain
charming archaism in your sen-
tences.” I asked how Mr. McFar-
land happened upon that means
of expression.

He laughed. “That may
just be the way I write. ’'m not
sure that it was a conscious deci-
sion. I was trying for that effect,
although I've tried for the same
effect in all of my books. I don’t
know what comes first. Whether
it’s that I write that way and
hence I picked a subject that is
hospitable to that kind of writ-
ing, or whether I'm consciously
molding my style a bit to accom-
modate the citations, I simply
do not know. But I don’t have
to strain very much for it.”

“I never feel strain in the
writing, and what I described
as ‘archaism’ doesn’t feel
artificial.”

“Idon’t know what would
happen if I wrote a book on a
20th-century subject. I did write
anovel many years ago that was
20th Century, and it
didn’t have the sense of Hawthor-
nian style about it. And then
I’d written another book on
Washington Irving that accom-
modates the same kind of style,
because he’s a lovely writer, and
it would be a shame to write a
clunking book about as fine a
stylist as is Washington Irving.
You want to be able to hold
your head up in writing your
own prose.”

“When did you first become
interested in Hawthorne?”

“I'm trying to think what
did attract me to him. As for
the date, the time even, I can’t
say. Of course, there’s a New
England association. He’s every-
where around here. I've lived
here in Lexington since 1968, so
I’ve had many occasions to
bump up against him. [ assume
somewhere along the way I
developed an interest to find
out more about him and hav-
ing read his novels and finding
them very attractive and having
read a number of his short sto-
ries. But it was more the man
that intrigued me. And his being
very shy.”

“And melancholy.”

“Yes, and brooding and
very handsome. That so attrac-
tive a man could hold the loy-
alty of his friends so firmly and
yet like to be alone so much,
that interested me. And then
his attractive marriage and the
high wisdom of his wife. All of
that appealed to me. The more
I looked into his life, the more
interesting it became.”

When Hawthorne and his
family returned from their seven
years abroad, Emerson hosted
a strawberry party in the fam-
ily’s honor. I asked about these
parties that were often held in
Hawthorne’s time.

“I guess you ate strawber-
ries. They might have made
some kind of cream. Irving used
to talk about whenever things
were going particularly well, it
was ‘strawberries and cream.’
Those things together com-
prised or constituted a high
experience of joy so that I think
strawberries were seen as a great
treat. I assume they’d go out
and pick them themselves. 'm
sure that Emerson’s strawberry
party for Hawthorne would
have been an attractive lure
when you are back in the United
States after many years.”

“Hawthorne certainly was
unhappy to return home from
Europe, wasn’t he?”

“He had mixed feelings
about it, in the months before
he set sail for home. He wrote
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about how there were times
when he wanted very much to
get home and settled down. Of
course, he would say to the kids
that they had been living from
hand to mouth for many, many
years, and he wanted his son to
have the steadiness of an edu-
cation in one place. But on the
ship coming home, he did
remark that he would have been
content if it had just sailed for-
ever and never pulled into port.”

Hawthorne seemed, I said,
so unsettled about the pre-Civil
War national division in the
United States.

“That must have been for

“[Grandmother] washed
on Monday, she ironed on
Tuesday, she’d beat the
rugs outside in back on
Wednesday... She had
washboards...and irons
that were really irons.
They didn’t plug in; they

heated up on the stove.”

everybody a horrible, horrible
time. And he really was in the
wrong town — Concord — for
that moment in history. And
feeling more and more alone
and of course the illness that he
wouldn’t allow anyone to inves-
tigate. It’s a very, very sad story,
his last years. I don’t know any
author in American literature
whose end is quite as sad as
Hawthorne’s.”

“What did they do in 1904
to celebrate the 100 years since
Hawthorne’s birth?”

“In Concord, Thomas
Wentworth Higginson [who,
among other endeavors, drew
Emily Dickinson a bit out of
her shell] was still alive and
spoke. And another who spoke
there was Julia Ward Howe. She
had met Hawthorne several

times and could give her own
recollections of him, which
would have been a wonderful
thing to hear in 1904. His son,
of course, was very much alive
and participating.”

“The son — Julian — really
made a business out of Papa,
didn’t he?”

“He certainly did; he did
indeed. He thought very, very
highly of his father. Sophia
wanted to protect Hawthorne’s
reputation and put the best face
on it, so Julian did the same
thing. He felt there was nothing
he could spend his time on more
worthily than to share his high
estimation of Hawthorne to
readers.”

“How did you happen to
decide to write about Hawthorne
in his Concord setting?”

“My editor was responsi-
ble for that. I had proposed a
more extensive treatment. She
was trying to find ways that I
could focus it down. My book
on Washington Irving was quite
along book, and I had conceived
this book as a companion vol-
ume. She liked the subject but
didn’t like that extensive of a
treatment. She hit upon the idea,
‘Why don’t you just focus on
Hawthorne and Concord.” There
has been a book on Hawthorne
and Salem, and a book on
Hawthorne and England, and
a third book on Hawthorne and
Italy. But nobody had written
about Hawthorne and Concord,
so that seemed like a very good
suggestion. All the more so
because I live right here, and I
have access.

“I'spent a great deal of time
in the Concord Free Public
Library in the Special Collec-
tions and became a familiar face
in the basement of the library.
Ispent hours under the guidance
of the very gifted curator there,
who would point me to things
that make it worthwhile to do
a subject like that.

“Concord is probably the
best-documented town in Amer-
ica. There was a great historic
sense in the town, a sense that
dated back to 1775. So if you go
to research any aspect of the

town, you find a wealth of infor-
mation stored in this superb lit-
tle town library. It’s got to be
one of the best libraries for a
town of that size in the United
States.”

“The conversations among
all of the people who lived in
Concord at the time Hawthorne
lived there must have been
wonderful.”

“Yes. And Bronson Alcott
[Louisa May Alcott’s father]
presumably was one of the very
best. It struck me how highly
Emerson regarded him. Emer-
son was no fool. He thought
Alcott was a great genius of his
time. Whether he remained so
committed to him right down
to the end is probably doubt-
ful. But as late as 1857, he was
talking that way, and he met
him in 1835, so that’s 22 years
that he kept his faith in Alcott.
He lent him money and bailed
him out of situations that he
had gotten into.”

“When Hawthorne wrote,”
I said, “he had his ink pot and
his pen and his paper. But when
he took his manuscript to Tic-
knor and Fields, his publishers,
what happened to it?”

“They set it into type and
then they sent it back to him. It
didn’t cost so much to amend
back then so that some of the
writing would take place in that
form once they had the printed
sheets, and not just of Hawthorne,
who happened to be quite a flu-
ent writer. He would make very
few changes. He would think a
long time before he started writ-
ing, but once he started writ-
ing, it’s not heavily altered. But
other writers, like Balzac and
Joyce, would just write extensively
on the galley sheets and send
them back. They would do half
their writing after the manuscript
had been set in type.”

“It must have been startling
back then, before typewriters,
to see your work in type.”

“Oh, yes, more so than now
because there wouldn’t be the
typewriter as an intervening form.
It must have been much more
startling than it is now.” m

— Judith Moore
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Earth, Wind & Fire Sept. 29, 30
Norah Jones Oct. 10

Bright Eyes Oct. 13

Jimmy Buffett Oct. 20

David Copperfield Oct. 22, 23
Dionne Warwick Nov. 26

Jim Brickman Nov. 27

Jackie Mason Dec. 13

“The Producers” Aug. 24-Sept. 5
“Rent” Sept. 28-Oct. 3
“Peter Pan” Oct. 13-17

Lakers vs. Supersonics
Oct. 25

Charge by phone.
Delivery available.

SRTE
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Hands Across the Sea

It would be hard to exaggerate the excitement
generated by this approach.

aniel Ratelle’s lovely early-music chorus,
D Pacific Camerata, offered an interesting

and pleasing concert of Spanish and
Spanish-American music at the church of
St. John of the Cross in Lemon Grove (where I
heard it), and then again at the
Cathedral Church of St. Paul
downtown. The Camerata con-
sists of 14 excellent singers, a

JONATHAN SAVILLE

Versa est in luctum is a motet of mourning, writ-
ten in 1598 for a memorial service in honor of
King Philip IT in Toledo Cathedral; and Audivi
vocem, from the Office for the Dead, proclaims
that “blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”

One could not have asked
for greater lucidity in the Pacific
Camerata performances of these
pieces, or more shapely phrasing,

proper number for performances
of the late-Renaissance and early-Baroque works
(most liturgical) that made up the program. This
is a respectable compromise between the ex-
tremist school for which one voice on a part is
enough, and the now somewhat antiquated tra-
dition of massive choruses. With their impeccable
pitch and their disciplined attention to Ratelle’s
incisive conducting, the singers achieved the clar-
ity of diction and vocal line sought through the
single-voice approach, while the resonant acous-
tics of the lofty and luminous church comfortably
magnified their sound and gave them a remark-
able heft.

Without pedantry, the program focused on
the musical integration of Spain and Mexico in
the latter part of the 16th Century and the early
decades of the 17th. There was a particular em-
phasis on Andalucian composers, and especially
on those associated with Seville, such as Fran-
cisco Guerrero, Juan Vasquez, and Alonso Lobo.
The works of a number of these composers were
used in services of the bishopric of Mexico as
well, and the program concluded with a mass by
an Andalucian composer who migrated to Mex-
ico and became the music director at Puebla
Cathedral.

The music also covered a diversity of styles in
this transitional period. The persistent tradition
of complex Renaissance polyphony, with the
voices carrying independent lines that are woven
together in an ever-changing web of sound, was
most fully represented by the Latin motets of
Guerrero (O Domine Iesu Christe), Alonso Lobo
(Versa est in luctum cithara mea), and the Por-
tuguese Duarte Lobo (Audivi vocem de caelo).
This is all sober and intensely expressive music,
dealing with suffering and death. The Guerrero
invokes Christ hanging wounded on the cross;
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HELMETS, NECK COLLARS |
GLOVES, DRINKS & SNACKS!!
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&1 9-448-0848
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or a more warmly sensual tone.
But there might have been more drama, a greater
sense of urgency in the expression of the religious
emotions, and a more vital ebb and flow of
sound. As it was, all three works sounded very
much alike, and in each case the musical shape
had a rather monotonous, undifferentiated qual-
ity, as though contrasts or climaxes of feeling
were intentionally excluded. Beautiful and pious,
yes. But this is not Spanish. All three composers,
after all, lived in the era of the passionate, mys-
tical Tomds Luis de Victoria, and if they were not
quite at his exalted level, they were nevertheless
participants in his type of religious culture.

Iam not asking for excesses that would breach
the limits on liturgical style imposed by the
Counter-Reformation Church. The climaxes I
am referring to are internal and subtle, quite un-
like what you hear in a Beethoven symphony; but
they are there, implied by the text and by the
treatment of the motifs and the contrapuntal tex-
tures. And such effects as the exquisite harmonies
and pungent dissonances of the masterful, six-
voice Audivivocem really require more emphatic
pointing than they received in the Camerata
performance.

When it came to works of more popular char-
acter, the conductor’s approach was completely
idiomatic. Vasquez’s Descendié al valle la nifia is
a villancico, and its genre demands a light and
lively manner and a sense of fun, all of which
Ratelle and his singers copiously supplied. They
were even more terrific in Juan Arafiés’s
delectable Un Sarao de la Chacona, with its de-
motic text about dancing and brawling at a spring
wedding fiesta, its bouncing dance rhythms, and
its general atmosphere of superabundant fleshy
energies. The spirit of the performance was
greatly enhanced by the use of percussion ac-

. 4 NOUR ENDURANCE RACING

4 DRIVERS PER TEAM
SPEEDS WP TO 50 MPN
KARTS AND GEAR PROVIDED
547 HEIGNT REQUIREMENT
MUST PRE-REGISTER

Teom of 4.
$195 per person

Solo Entry
$225

-

" UPCOMING EVENTS HELD AT CAJON

SPEEDWAY KARTING FACILITY
-Aog 22 -0 M
-Sept 26 - Nov I3

No experienre necessary!

roroerans.  WWW.ARRIVEANDDRIVE.COM

Ask about booking o private parfy or corporate evant

companiment, which helped to bring the
fiesta vividly to life.

Arafiés (1646-1712) was compos-
ing in full Baroque style, a far cry
from the High Renaissance
polyphony of Victoria and his
contemporaries (although many
conservative composers contin-
ued to imitate the earlier style
well into the 18th Century). Sim-
ilarly transformed by the
Baroque “revolution” was the
Mass Ego flos campi by Juan
Gutiérrez de Padilla, the major
work on the Pacific Camerata
program. Padilla was the native
of Malaga who wound up as mae-
stro de capilla at the Cathedral of
Puebla, and much of his musical
production there incorporated ele-
ments from the music of the
indigenous population. This setting
of the ordinary of the Mass is filled with
syncopated rhythms of the sort we asso-
ciate with Latin America, and its style,
with a prevalence of homophonic (chordal)
singing, is evidently designed to appeal to a
popular audience for whom intricate counter-
point would constitute a barrier.

It’s not clear, however, just how far a mod-
ern performance of Ego flos campi ought to go
in emphasizing the popular, Mexican
ambience. A nice recording by Piers
Schmidt and Mixolydian (Carlton
Classics) treats the music more or less
in the same manner as the Mass by
Victoria with which it is paired. The
singing is a cappella, the tempos are
deliberate, the mood is fairly serious,
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and in many respects we might still
be in the 16th Century. Schmidt
brings out the Renaissance aspects

Dan Ratelle

of Padilla’s writing. In radical con-
trast, Andrew Lawrence-King, in his
Missa Mexicana (Harmonia Mundi),
underlines whatever is “Mexican” in
Ego flos campi, with the dancelike na-
ture reinforced with instrumental

Church)

“Music of Old Spain and New Spain"
Pacific Camerata (St. John of the Cross Catholic

Choral works by Francisco Guerrero, Juan Vdsquez, Alonso Lobo,
Duarte Lobo, Juan Araiiés, and Juan Gutiérrez de Padilla

accompaniment by Baroque guitars
and percussion. Lawrence-King also interpolates
pieces of even more pronounced Latin-American
flavor (including the singing style) between the
sections of the Mass.

Ratelle avoided both these extremes, choos-
ing a way somewhere in the middle, which
proved quite successful. The pacing and rhythm

were livelier than Schmidt’s, but less daring than
Lawrence-King’s. A listener thought not so much
of Mexico as of peninsular Spanish popular tra-
dition, as already represented on the program by
the Vésquez villancico and the Arafiés Sarao. Even
more significantly, Ratelle diverged from both
recordings by giving far more prominence to the

Corporate Events - Fashion Shows - Fundraisers - Holiday Parties
Anniversaries - Commitment Ceremonies - Bar & Bat Mitzvahs - Weddings

Bresthtaking views (rom ~“E| Mirsdor roaflop deck
Jii}-seal ginnt-screen theater
Prafestional planming stafl

Please contact our Special Events department:
619.255.0182 | events@sdnhm.org | www.sdnhm.org/events

San Dieco Nartural, History MUSEUM
Your Nature Connection in beautiful Balboa Park




fact that Ego flos campi is writ-
ten for two choruses,
something one scarcely notices
on the CDs, even though it is
basic to the music’s structure.
In this, he was aided by the ex-
pansiveness of the church
venue, where he could separate
the two choruses by the full
width of the sanctuary and thus
dramatize the antiphonal ef-
fects written into the score.
Furthermore, he doubled one
chorus with two bassoons and
an oboe, and the other with the
church organ, adding richness
and depth to the sonic
landscape.

It would be hard to exag-
gerate the excitement generated
by this approach, particularly in
the brilliant setting of the Credo,

where one chorus proceeds vig-
orously through the text of the
Church’s basic doctrines while
the other punctuates the poly-
phonic stream with confident
homophonic reiterations of the
word “credo” (“I believe™).
What came to mind was neither
Puebla nor Seville but Venice,
where over a century previously
Giovanni Gabrieli and Claudio
Monteverdi had created similar
thrilling effects with their ac-
companied double-chorus
music in St. Mark’s. If some of
the 16th-century polyphonic
works had seemed deficient in
climaxes, Pacific Camerata’s
program as a whole made up for
it with a climax that sent the au-
dience out in a state of
exultation. m
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Events that are underlined occur
after August 26.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send
a complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be
held (including neighborhood), a
contact phone number (including
area code), and a phone number
for public information to READER
CLASSICAL MUSIC, Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186. Or fax to
619-881-2401. You may also
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DANCE for $25

for 4 weeks*

Classes Still Open

TuEsSDAY: Argentine Tango ¢ Latin/Ballroom*
Viennese Waltz
WEDNESDAY: Jitterbug & Swing*

THURSDAY: Nightclub 2-Step ® Hustle ® West Coast Swing
Salsa* e West Coast Swing ® Hustle
SATURDAY: West Coast Swing Styling

Hustle

DANCES — 1% & 3*Fridays Argentine Tango
4 Saturday Latin & Ballroom
dances monthly
Jitterbug/Swing dance every Sunday

PATTIE WELLS’ DANCETIME CENTER
1255 West Morena Blvd. (619) 275-3533

www.dancetime.com
*(Classes in bold) with this ad, first-time student. Introductory classes. Expires 8,/31,/04.

————
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FEATHERED
DINOSAURS

~ (Think BIG Big Bird)

G EXTENDED THROUGH
; JANUARY 2, 2005
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Sponsored in part by

ROBINSONS -MAY

See life-size dinosaurs and
newly-discoverad fossils from China
that reveal the evolutionary links

between dinosaurs and birds.

LUnearthing San Diego's prehistaric past

EUM

submit information online at
SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

Hurrah for SummerFest! La
Jolla Music Society’s SummerFest
La Jolla 2004 promises concerts,
workshops, open rehearsals, en-
counters. “Music by the Numbers:
Duo, Trio, Quartet” is set for
Thursday, August 19, 7:30 p.m.
Artists from coaching workshops
program interviewed by Eric
Schultz at 6:30 p.m.

“Revolving the Globe: A
World in Music” on Friday, Au-
gust 20, 7:30 p.m., includes pieces
by Falla, Fauré, Bright Sheng, Re-
vueltas, Chavez. Preconcert activ-
ity features tour of “Chicano Vi-
sions” exhibit led by Stephanie
Hanor, Monica Garza.

“SummerFest Finales” offered
Saturday and Sunday, August 21
and 22, at 7:30 p.m. Programs in-
clude selections by Bach, Esa-
Pekka Salonen, Bright Sheng, Cop-
land, Brahms. Composer Bright
Sheng interviewed by Eric
Bromberger during preconcert
talk at 6:30 p.m.

All these concerts take place in
Sherwood Auditorium at Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art San
Diego, La Jolla (700 Prospect
Street). Reservations: 858-459-
3728. (LA JOLLA)

Radio Days, the U.S. Navy Band
Southwest joins San Diego Sym-
phony for Summer Pops concerts
conducted by Willis Delony on
Friday and Saturday, August 20
and 21. Expect a re-creation of a
vintage radio show presented live
with dancers, singers, and an-
nouncers. Concerts conclude with
fireworks.

Concerts begin at 7:30 p.m.
(gates open at 6) at Embarcadero
Marina Park South (206 Marina
Park Way). Single tickets: $10 to
$62, available by calling 619-235-
0804. (DOWNTOWN)

Selections by Copland,
Tchaikovsky, Bernstein,
Williams, others may be heard
when San Diego Symphony and
new music director Jahja Ling pre-
sent concert on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, 7:30 p.m., at Embarcadero
Marina Park South. Lawn and
grandstand seating. Free. 619-235-
0804. (DOWNTOWN)

Goodlin Scholarship Concert
Winners — young, local music
students perform their winning
entries on Sunday, August 22,
2:30 p.m., for San Diego Public Li-
brary concert series. Find library
at 820 E Street. Free. 619-236-
5810. (DOWNTOWN)

Civic Organist Carol Williams
performs on Sunday, August 22,
2 p.m., in Spreckels Organ
Pavilion. Free. 619-702-8138.
(BALBOA PARK)

The 17th Annual International
Summer Organ Festival boasts
concert by Thomas Heywood on
Monday, August 23, at 7:30 p.m.
619-702-8138. Free. (BALBOA PARK)

“The Best of Pirates and
Pinafore," Lyric Opera San Diego
brings Gilbert and Sullivan fa-
vorites onboard the Star of India,
Thursday, August 26, through Sat-
urday, September 4.

Performances at 6 p.m. and
8 p.m. Thursday through Friday.
$28 adults, $15 children. The Star
is located at 1306 North Harbor
Drive (at Ash Street). 619-231-
5714. (DOWNTOWN)

:
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Wednesdays & Thursdays * 8 pm “Poti::dl:'): ;}ZlEp];nSHUW
[ i "
The Best of San Diego Anyone can get up and do 5 minutes!

Call for reservations & showtimes: (858) 454-9176
916 Peari Street - La Jolla
Now booking private parties up to 200 people
Must be 21 — All shows 2-drink minimum

POWay Center

for the Per orming Arts
Foundation

An evening of comedy & music

NORM CROSBY -
with JOHN STEWART — voice of the Kingston Trio - /f

Sept 18+ 8 pm * $35 7

BEN VEREEN

America’s greatest living song & dance

man returns to Poway for the PCPA’s
1 5th season celebration!

Oct 30 * 8 pm * $45/$100*

*includes VIP reception

ROGER McGUINN

of the Byrds,with special guest

TOM RUSH
Nov 13 + 8 pm * $35

Sponsored in part by:

For tickets:

555.748.0505 11

WWww.powayarts.org Poway CA 92064
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Events that are underlined occur
after August 26.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send
a complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be
held (including neighborhood), a
contact phone number, and a
phone number (including area
code) for public information to
READER ART, Box 85803, San
Diego CA 92186. Or fax to
619-881-2401. You may also
submit information online at
SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

GALLERIES

“Drawing Is Back,"” with work
by members of San Diego Drawing
Group, is on view through
September at Art Institute of Cal-
ifornia-San Diego (7650 Mission
Valley Road). Artist’s reception is
Friday, August 20, 6 p.m. 858-598-
1200. (MISSION VALLEY)

“Owning Pink," La Jolla ob-gyn
Dr. Lissa Rankin celebrates the
feminine, explores representations
of women in society in paintings
on exhibit at Artist’s Colony
Gallery (1150 Seventh Avenue).
Meet artist during receptions at
6:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
August 20 and 21. 760-815-5245.
(DOWNTOWN)

Los Angeles Artist Charles
Arnoldi exhibits new paintings at
new location of R.B. Stevenson
(7661 Girard Avenue, suite 201)
beginning with reception on Sat-
urday, August 21, 4 p.m. 858-459-
3917. Through Saturday, Septem-
ber 25. (LA JOLLA)

“Stories from the Second
Floor" by Tena Cohn opens with
reception on Saturday, August 21,
5 p.m., at Phantom Art Gallery
(suite E in Artist’s Alley, 212 East
North Coast Highway). 760-754-
4512.  Through  Saturday,
October 2. (OCEANSIDE)

Original Production Cels,
drawings, oil paintings, and con-
ceptual art from Rocky and His
Friends by Gerard Baldwin, one of
the original three directors of the
series, opens with reception for
Baldwin on Thursday, August 26,
5:30 p.m., at Chuck Jones Studio
Gallery of Old Town (2501 San
Diego Avenue). Show closes
Wednesday, September 15.
619-294-9880. (OLD TOWN)

ART MUSEUMS

Mingei International Mu-
seum, “Navajo Weaves” includes
33 Navajo objects such as chief’s
robes, other blankets and rugs wo-
ven in the late 19th Century and
in 20th Century. Pieces of Navajo
silver and turquoise jewelry dating
from same era as weavings (from a
private collection) also on view.

“Elemental Art of the Indone-
sian Archipelago” includes more
than 100 objects such as textiles,
jewelry, puppets, baskets, beaded
objects, ritual dance masks, archi-
tectural ornaments, household ob-
jects, ancestor figures, and shrines.
Ongoing.

“Origami Masterworks — In-
novative Forms of the Art of Pa-
per Folding” includes more than
150 pieces by 42 artists from across
the globe. Most of the objects were
created by folding single sheets of
paper to make geometrical forms,
flowers, trees, people, masks, and a
menagerie of animals. Through
summer.

The Mingei is located on the
square with the San Diego Museum
of Art and the Timken Museum of
Art. 619-239-0003. (BALBOA PARK)

Museum of Contemporary
A