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SMALL TOWNS OF SAN DIEGO

FALLEROOK year-old 5am and three-year-old Hank there to

[ often feel in downtown Fallbrook that I have have their bangs snipped into a straight, even

walked through a door into the past, the door | line, to have the backs of their necks and the

have been looking for all my life. It happens at curves above their ears mown and clipped, to see

Jerry’s Barber Shop most often. Jerry’s is on the their eyes once again, enormous and brown.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 corner of Main and Alvarado, and I take five- They sit still in expectation of Dum Dums, small
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We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to the
Editor, Box 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; fax them to
619-231-0489; or e-mail them to
letters@SanDiegoReader.com
via the Internet. Please include
your name, address, and
telephone number. Letters may
be edited for length and clarity.

Scab Equality

In response to an article in
your December 18 issue,
“Stink Bomb,” on page 43:
I cannot believe you could
place an article about a scab’s
perspective of this strike. And
a story from someone who
won’t even disclose their
name makes it even more
unbelievable.

I have been on the strike
line since day one, and in
that time the only negative
responses I have gotten are
from the scabs that are work-
ing in my store and from
those who drive by and shout
at me to get a job. I have
a job: the scabs have it. I
can honestly tell you that I
have not witnessed nor have
I been a part of any nega-
tive responses to those that
choose to shop at my store.
I have worked at my job for
18 years with Albertsons,
and never would I have
voted for a strike if it only
meant I would pay $5 to $15
a week for my health care.

Believe me, I am not as
stupid or uneducated as
those opposed to this strike
think I am. I started from
the bottom and worked my
way up. I never went into
this line of work expecting it
to last a few years. I thought
of it as a career. I don’t want
to defend myself in saying I
deserve more than others
out there. I am willing to pay
as much as those in my salary
range do for health care. But
I do deserve to be treated with
alot more respect than my
company has shown me.

And in closing, what am
I supposed to call someone
who knowingly took my
job? I think “scab” is being
way too kind. So those who
are offended by that word,
tell me, what do you want me
to call you? An equal oppor-
tunity employee? We stopped
being equal when you know-
ingly took my job for your
own gain. I bet you would
not have taken it if you had

to start from the bottom of
the pay scale. As I did.

Robert Carlson

via e-mail

The author of the article was
not “anonymous,” as the byline
noted. The author’s name was
withheld by request. — Editor

Lewd Preference
If the Troy Sisters had
“Lolita”-upped their image,
Elektra would not have
dropped them (“Blurt,” De-
cember 18). I much prefer
to buy CDs from sexy little
girls than the Indigo Girls
Jr., as I imagine most men
would. A good 60 percent
of the appeal of seeing Jewel
at the coffeehouses was her
wonderful (and frequent)
“pantie flashes.” Ahhhhh-
hhh...those tiny skirts!

Harsh? Maybe. Truth-
ful? You bet.

Alfred “Bastard” Huete

Spring Valley

Snotty Reply
Good for Sandra Dijkstra.
(“City Lights,” December 11).

For some time KPBS has
been annoying me more than
usual during pledge time by
messing with my two fa-
vorite programs: Now with
Bill Moyers and Charlie Rose.
You usually have to stay up
until 12:00 for Charlie Rose;
11:00 might be better, but
they push it off till 1:00,
which is just too, too late.
And I can’t find Bill.

So while they are hus-
tling some imagined non-
member with repetitious
Ormans, they are disrespect-
ing their members who look
to them for programs that
talk seriously and in depth
about big world problems,
something a democracy
wants more of for an in-
formed citizenry.

I thought Keith York’s
reply to Dijkstra was snotty.
For my part, I have been
giving less and less each year,
because KPBS does less and
less for me.

So Keith, good-bye and
good luck. But I'd rather have
you raise the bar on quality,
and pardon the words, value
intelligent discourse and in-
quiry, as in the good old
days, when KPBS knew it
was an alternative to medi-
ocrity. Special, selective, and
proud of it. High-minded
on purpose. Then I can re-
spect you more, and give
again.

Brina-Rae Schuchman
via e-mail

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

We’re Fed Up

I take issue with Bob Kittle’s
comments during a recent
KPBS Editor’s Roundtable
discussion (“City Lights,”
December 11). The Union-

LASER HAIR REMOVAL *

Tribune needs to catch up
with the times and read their
own letters-to-the-editor
section. The people of San
Diego are fed up with the
Chargers’ game playing at
the expense of the taxpayers.
We are fed up with secret
meetings and behind-closed-
door deals with special in-

bune make an effort to treat
this candidate who has proven
his dedication to the people of
San Diego as evenhandedly as
the others in the race. Thank
you for your consideration.
Kathryn Burton
Sorrento Hills

terests. We San Diegans want
a change in our city govern-
ment so that it represents
the citizens. The City Attor-
ney’s Office is arguably the
most important elected po-
sition citywide, as it advises
the City as to the legality of
its policy positions. The
only candidate in this race

that people can trust to fol-
low the law is Mike Aguirre.
Mike will put the people’s
interest ahead of the special
interests, and he can be
counted on to draft and en-
force City contracts in a
way that protects the tax-
payers of San Diego.

[ suggest the Union-Tri-

continued on page 66
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Botox

Wrinkles on Forehead, Frown Lines, Crow’s Feet 84

Price per treatment area with the purchase of a package of 5.

Photofacial Treatment $344

Full Face Treatment!
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(Price per 5 minutes of laser vein procedure)
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www.globallasercosmetics.com

*New patients only. Restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with
other offers. Call for details.
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S-YEAR WARRANTY AVAILADLE ON ALL STEREOS

We challenge anyone to find a lower price.
Bring in any price and we will beat it

— GUARANTEFED!

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL INSTALLATIONS

> HUGE SALE

. Friday, Saturday,
- Sunday, Monday
Dec. 26, 27, 28, 29

All sale items require installation.

Cars must be in factory condition and some cars may require additional labor and parts such as kits, harnesses, plugs, and/or cables, which is an added cost.

FREE ALARM
with $199
purchase or higher.
Installation
required.
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Don’t tight the erowds
this holiday season...
Shop 1a Mesa Village!

FIND UNIQUE ONE-OF-A-KIND GIFTS!

e FINE, VINTAGE AND ESTATE JEWELRY
e 40,000 SQUARE FEET OF ANTIQUES
e FURNITURE AND HOME DECOR

e CLOCKS, BOOKS AND
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

e RESTAURANTS AND COFFEEHOUSES

e ALL SHOPS LOCATED WITHIN A 5-BLOCK
WALKING AREA

Shop this weekend and save!
Mention this ad for special discounts.

< la Mesa Village

A quaint shopping experience!

La Mesa
% Grossmont exit
%,
S

) b to El Cajon

to San Diego
El Cajon Blvd.

La Mesa Boulevard and Spring Street

Just 10 minutes from San Diego
off the 1-8

University Ave.

to San Diego
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I 2 Pairs | Eye exam
vision glasses
most prescriptions

N N N I B B S - - .- p .p i
3 Pairs I
|
I L I NN I D B B -
I *INCLUDES EXAM, ALL FOLLOW-UPS FOR 6 WEEKS, SOFT LENSES
- am Em Em Em Em = Ew _I WEAR. MOST PRESCRIPTIONS. ASTIGMATISM AND SPECIALTY
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I DR. ROBERT M. HOWARD,
|
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' PLU
A AVENUE, SUITE 201
- Em Em oEm Em Em Em -I %BETWEE.\H@ AND 805, ACROSS FROM

1 $ * and single-
|
T 8 S )
$ 10 g "
AND CARE KIT. SELECT LENSES. DAILY WEAR OR EXTENDED
IF YOU FIND A LOWER FEE, ASK US TO BEAT IT!
$ * 1N
+ | OPTOMETRIST
] 2 *
$ 9 | ONE-HOUR SERVICE /EYEGLASSES IN
ONE HOUR (MOST CASES)
I 7841 BALBO
MW oF SAN DIEGO)

6 Pairs I (858) 278-EYES (937)

$ % | CALL 24 HOURS FOR APPOINTMENT
PARKING IN REAR.
OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
J SPECIALS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR INSURANCE.

MasTERCARD/V1sA/D1SCOVER /AMEX

r——-
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Hllustration by Rick Geary

The research elves are off making some seasonal pocket money (money to have pockets put
in their little tunics). They hire out for Christmas parties, which means Grandma spends
most of December fluffing up felt and applying a curling iron to the toes of their shoes. Pa
Alice took care of Christmas back in ’84, when he put a lighted plastic Santa on the roof and
decided to leave it there to save time in ’85. It worked so well, he made it a tradition. And it’s
been a great landmark to use when giving folks directions to his big Fourth of July barbecues.
So he’s not scheduled to move from in front of the TV until after the Pro Bowl. Ma Alice is
back at her annual task of trying to find out what, exactly, mincemeat is, and why anyone
would put it in a pie. Guess that just leaves me to grapple with our traditional year-end quiz.
We got a great deal on some used punch-card voting machines, so throw away the old pencil
and paper, line up behind the police tape, and wait your turn in the booth.

1. I always find Matthew Alice damn fascinating and life-enriching. Believe me, personally
and professionally, I wouldn’t be where I am today without one particular question back in
1954 that literally changed my life. But if ’'m forced to pick one fact from 2003 that meant
the most to me, I’d have to say it was:
a. Attila the Hun parted his hair on the left.
b. Locally, each Girl Scout sells about 10,000 calories” worth of cookies.
c. Given today’s firearm technology, if 'm standing on the moon, I can’t shoot a
guy who’s on Pluto.
d. If I do shoot a guy on Pluto, I can’t use a bone-marrow transplant to fool the
DNA lab.

2. The TV show America’s Most Wanted has helped lock up nearly 800 perps since it first
went on the air. Among them are:
a. The Green River Killer.
b. Martha Stewart.
¢. Mary Kate and Ashley.
d. Several actors who played the featured desperadoes in various AMW crime
re-creations.

3.1t’s the end of an eral What monumental event in 2003 put a halt to many years of
Matthew Alice fun at the expense of Hollywood?

a. Harrison Ford finally got his star on the Walk of Fame, ending a decade of
confusion and speculation about how they’d distinguish it from the star they
already have for silent-film star Harrison Ford.

b. The answer is a.

¢. And after all that, they never did make new Harrison’s different from old Harrison’s.

4. Nothing is commoner than common knowledge. We prove this every week. Which of
these bits of information are just damn fool nonsense that you Alicelanders believed until I
set you straight?

a. NASA developed Tang.

b. If you fall asleep in the bathtub, you’ll drown.

c. But at least your hair and nails continue to grow after you die.

d. Brown eggs are more nutritious than white eggs; mom said so, so it’s true.

e. It’s illegal to drive with no shoes on, but it’s smart to walk around a recycling

center with no shoes on.

f. Bra straps hold up boobs the way string holds up cheeses in an Italian deli.

g. Blue-eyed parents can’t have a brown-eyed child.

h. Life is fair, and justice will triumph.

5. The cuisine elite must be stopped. Which is the most ridiculous dining-out concept
discussed this year?
a. Hand-harvested, unscrubbed sea salt; $40 a pound to make your vegetables taste
as if the kitchen forgot to wash them.
b. Cotton candy: sugar and air, the newest “fun” dessert.

A searchable archive of past columns is available at SanDiegoReader.com
Got a question you need answered? Send an email to heymatt@cts.com or faxto 619-231-0498
or mail to Matthew Alice, c/o the Reader, Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.
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8199 CLAIREMONT MESA BLVD. ¢ (858) 505-9099
www.caraudioheaven.org
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New Remote-Con B -ﬂ With New Code-Hopping State-of:
V’ P ER Technology FPRESTICE Car Al frolled = Car Alarm Ty Codel CodoHoppmg V’P ER theArt Car Alarm Add
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screen alarm with pager to fag,e ' Sh‘:dg sensor ¢ ZLE%“Ote‘; o 2 remotes (code learning) # Flashing 7-function LED light ~ * Starter kill » Parking light flash Dual mue »lmd( sensor ® Parking light flash ¢ Panic feature ¢ Flashing status Power Locks
you when alarm is triggere R "”“?“.0’\“, | " o Flashing parking light ¢ Optional remote keyless entry * Warnaway ¢ 3- channel receiver (remote) ® 7-function LED light ¢ Lifetime warranty
Allarm visually emote panic * Valet override o Lifetime waranty LED light ¢ Valet override toa car that doesn't ONLY
o $ $ !’ Q $ H ' $ ! $ have power locks. $ *
which 389 Interfaces with
zone was
violated. INSTALLED* lNSTALLED‘ INSTALLED* INSTALLED* current alarm. FOR 2 DOORS
@ BLAUPUNKT = JVG New 180watt JVE New 200wt @ﬁaqudfbsqab ILIGHTWING AUDIO,
230-watt AMFM AM/FM Detachable-Face AM/FM Detachable-Face MP3/CD ; Woofer Sale 107
Detachable-Face CD Player CD Player Player with Wireless Remote PUNCH AMPS
— - 2018 2-channel, 600 watts max ..................... 179 $29
i 1| EEL 103 P, 301S 2-channel, 900 watts max ..................... *199 EA.
- ; . 401S 2-channel, 1200 watts max ................... 249
*RCA output for amp ¢ Plays CD-R/CD-compatible discs ¢ Plays CD-R, CD-RW ’ s
* 30 station presets $ « RCA output for amp $ and MP3s 5018 2-channel, 1500 watts max.................. 349 $
 Random, repeat play and scan o Di K (1.12) o 2 sets of RCA outputs $
o Plays CD-R/CD-RW rect track access {1- for Jamps  ® CEQ 801S 2-channel, 2400 watts max................... 549 EA.

@ BLAUPUNKT  Panasonic 200watt ¥ eddorafosqab 200wat Bockiord fosgale. AMFM MP3 JLIGHTNING ALIDIO,
200-watt AMEM Fold-Down Detachable  AMFM Detachable-Face COMP3 ~ AM/FM Fold-Down Front CDMP3 9 ko (D and Player 300-watt 2/1 Channel
Fae (0 apervih Renot Player with Wireless Remote i Amp with Crossovers

i i" EEaiin Save 50%
1 B> st
b Sra—

Player with Detachable Faceplate — g — | S l
: owmme EESEE] SAIC 0

200-watt AM/IFM MP3/CD Player with 9 1 4

o F d ¢ Dual preamp e Front, rear and ﬂl\-@.
s&ﬁr\li);?:: Pi?:A outputs $ outputs for 2 amps $ subwoofer outputs $ Front, Rear and Subwoofer Outputs """ b
© Optional aux-in for 129 e Plays CD-R, e Plays CD-R, 7 200-watt AM/FM CD Player Plays CD-Rs/CD-RWs $ 129
external MP3 CD-RW and MP3s CD-RW and MP3s with Front, Rear and Subwoofer Outputs.............
KENWOOD TopoftheLine SONY.200watAMIM /Proneer TopoftheLine .i’ %:khd ﬁ,sm Thunderi Hurry! Alarm
AM/FM CD/MP3 Player Super Graphics Motorized Black ~ Super Graphics Motorized-Front o . ng & Tmt D eal
T e Out Panel CDMP3 Player CD/MP3 Player with Remote 400-watt Bass System with

3D MASK 3-dimensional, 2-piece
motorized control and display system
Come in for Introductory Sale Price!

Super Deal on a DVD Player

* DVD/MP3/CD/CD-R/CD-RW player $
o AJVRCA inputs ® Extra remote eye

¢ Digital anti-shock ® Remote control

SOUNDSTIREAM

Top-i)f-ilié-hﬁé Sunvisor
Monitor with Mirror and

.
Light!
Call for
lowest prices
on exciting
new sunvisor
2-year warranty for free. monitors.
(Don’t pay extra for an extended warranty.)

ssssss

Best 1 " Cellmg Mount
Active Matrix TFT Monitor

® Dome light

® Dual audio/
video inputs

#Single video output

'IWo Year Warranty

t %599

Cocse [

Front, rear and subwoofer outputs

* Front, rear and Come in for Low

Come in for Super Low Price! subwoofer outputs  Introductory
Price!
Eareafeftl2 CeilingMount ® BLAUPUNKT = @ BLAUPUNKT 2., . st
LCD Monitor 6.5"2Way Speakers 69 Speakers, HighWatts | = "*°"°  ExisingFacuyor
SAVE OVER 40% OFF MSRP e Uninterrupted radio service from coast to coast

 Dual video inputs
¢ Built-in dome lights

*179

¢ 100 programming options
¢ Digital-quality sound ® Commander displays
station number, name, artist and song title

& * Polypropylene speakers
3 ¢ Vacuum formed

'49.88 (‘149

*13.88

Per Pair

Per Pair Requires purchase of an antenna
Panasonic Top-of-.the-Line AMFM 180-watt Power Top-of-the-Line Component Sets
Motorized Pop-Up 7 Screen Plays DVD/VCD, MP3, Window Kit Listen to the Best! N T
CD-R and CD'RW Add power ' i w
 Front and rear RCA outputs windows to your I] | A M n " ﬂ d e
® Dolby digital DTS processor car for only AUBID TECKNOLOGY r a e
® Built-in TV tuner = n
.' $ Call for agt
Save $ Grand n e
500 momaur | OBERINg g

Proneer Voice-Activated Navigation Add 2 6- or 10.Disk CD Changer as a

KiC

System with 6.5” Touch Screen TopofitheLineL7 12 Hx2 TopoftheLine Direct Plugein to Your Factory Stereo
. %{ncludes map of USA & Canada sOlabaric Subwoofers 1000-watt Sl.lbwoofel' Works with m%;maii’ Clllllryslle:,
® Rearview camera input org, onaa,

KER P ofoafosgon

® Steering wheel remote
® 6.5” color touch screen

‘1888

INSTALLED

Toyota and VW
Factory Radios

$12.9

Come in
for Low

lﬂll‘Odllﬂﬂl'Y Requires purchase of an adaptor at extra cost.
Price!

Come in
for Low
Introductory
Price!

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9-7, SAT. 9-5, SUN. 10-5 ¢ CAR STEREQ REPAIR ON PREMISES titci e i | ]
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NOW KEEP YOUR NUMBER, TRANSFER SERVICE.

ACTIVATION
FEE

OFFICE OR WIRELESS NUMBER FOR THE MOST

ATTENTION: SBC, Cox Communications, Verizon, AT&T, Nextel, T-Mobile customers! Switch your existing
phone (landline or wireless), free activation, a free micro-mini digital phone and six free accessories.
PM Nights, Free Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile, 50% more Anytime Minutes, and now 500 Bonus Rollover
only on Cingular Wireless. Existing Cingular customers: Extend your contract* and receive an upgraded

FREE EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
FOR X cingular CUSTOMERS

Don’t use your old phone any longer. Get a new phone
today and keep your existing phone number and we will
analyze your hills FREE to ensure you are on the right plan.

AND GET AN ADDITIONAL
$90 CASH BACK!*

WHY BUY FROM PREMIER WIRELESS

* Free Rollover Minutes & Free Unlimited  » We Handle All Cingular Insurance Claims
Mobile-to-Mobile to Any Cingular Customer o No Penalty for Changing Your Plan

¢ Fre? EquipmenI.Upgrudes Up or Down Open
* Nationwide Calling Plans * Free Online Acount Access  \gtnichute]
* Free Accessories with All Phones See howmany minesyou ve e P

PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE
3681 SPORTS ARENA BIVD.  (619) 221-8111 ===

(Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records) premier-wireless-service.com X Cl ngHR[ i[

*Requires credit check and approval and a 1- or 2-year service contract with a $150 early termination fee. Free
Wireless with term conditions and on a mail-in basis. Night and Weekend Minutes can add $7 to monthly access

Exc l“SIVE on Superhome and Superhome Family Plans $39.99 and higher. Equipment upgrades to existing Cingular

o F F E R. processed through rebate center. Free Incoming Calls available with new Fast Forward system that automatically

® ranges from $50 cash to a free deluxe hands-free. $9.99 additional family lines can be added to qualified $39.99

6 I 9 Wireless on 2-year contracts. $140 available on new 2-year contracts on selected plans with a working trade-in
working or not. Free Unlimited Incoming Calls requires packing wireless line with SBC landline bill. Call for

FEE* 22 I -8 I I I approval and subject to existing contract penalties. Some mail-in rebates require new 2-year contract or 2-year

Wireless Service imposes an equipment charge of $200 if service is cancelled more than 15 but less than 181




YOU CAN SWITCH YOUR EXISTING HOME,

AGGRESSIVE OFFER EVER IN TOWN!

phone number to PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE and receive S90 cash plus $50 cash™ for your old
No catch*, just switch your old number today for the best offer in California. Also, you can get 7
Minutes and Unlimited Incoming Calls Free. Also, your unused minutes roll over month after month
phone and $90 cash with free bill analysis to ensure you're on the best plan.

$|4o CASH BACK _j_ Sony Ericsson 616

AFTER
REBATES

31

MoforolaV60 MotorolaT720 |
* World Phone ® Color Screen —
e External Caller I.D. * Polyphonic Ring Tones

e Downloadable Ring Tones ~ ® GPRS

| 16 4050 Siemens SL56
* Color Screen e e Stylish Slider Design
= * Number Display on * Integrated
==/ Outside Speaker Phone

(8| e Polyphonic Ring Tones

550 CASH BACK &8 CASH BACK

Samsung $307 |I Sumsung X427

' o Full-Color Display | & Color Screen
' High-Speed Internet Connection * Internet Ready
* GPRS High-Speed Data * Sleek and Thin

50 CASH BACK *50 CASH BACK

Free Samsung MP3 player

S

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY 10 AM-5 PM

RREEJCNRIGHNR GERIIEATHERIFASE!
ATTERA, GOLORED FAGEPLATE D EAIUM@[H @ﬂ

accessories based on availability on a per model basis. Cash back and rebates are paid by Cingular
fee to become 7 pm to 7 am Monday thru Thursday and 7 pm to 7 am Friday thru Monday; offer available
customers are based on Cingular approval of contract extension. Free activation after mail-in rebate
forwards calls to your home or office. $50 cash for old phone is based on valuation of old phone, which
plans up to 4 lines per family account. Some free phones are free after mail-in rebate paid by Cingular
judged to be a category A trade-in. Category B and C trade-ins will be lesser value, but will be accepted
details. Rebate offers are as shown at time of print but subject to change. Number portability pending
extension on a qualifying plan of $39.99 or higher. In addition to the $150 early termination fee, Premier

days after activation.

¢ Integrated Camera Phone
e Color Screen

*100 CASH BACK'

o Color Screen
® Camera Phone

FREE*

. Nokia 3595

® Color Display
| e Changeable Covers
(=1L e Voice Dialing

CASH BACK'

0

ACTIVATION
FEE

\| Siemens A56
® Micro-Mini
® Wireless Internet

FREE OUT THE
DOOR

Nokia 6200

* Speaker Phone
. -1 ¢ Color Display

\_| CASHBACK

\ Siemens $56

| ® Color Screen
* Speaker Phone
11 © Bluetooth Compatible

* MP3 Player with Stereo Sound
* Downloadable Graphics, Games
* Full Keyboard ® FM Stereo Radio

. Nokia 6800

* Keyboard for Easy Text
Send & Receive Data

B\ Nokia 3395

¢ |Internet Access
¢ Download Pictures

* Speaker Phone
® Color Screen

CASH BACK

Text Messaging
FREEE X cingular

‘140 CASH BACK*

PLUS 500 BONUS ROLLOVER MINUTES

and Tones
1 ° 2-Way

MIN“‘I‘ES PER MONTH
HEADSETNBOQSHIER

EXCLUSIVE
OFFER:

ACTIVATION
FEE

(619)
221-8111
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EXCLUSIVE
OFFER:

0

ACTIVATION IO (619)

FEE g ADDITIONAL LINES IC YY1 B B

SLIM FLIP PHONE

WHY THIS IS YOUR BEST DEAL:

* Free Slim Flip Phone

* Free Activation ¢ Free Car Adapter
* Free Leather Case
* Free Hands-Free System $

* Free Holster 140

* Free Antenna Booster CASH BACK

* Free Radiation Shield on dualifying plan
* Free Equipment Upgrade

WHY CHOOSE CINGULAR?

e Nights Monday-Friday Start 7 pm*
* Free Rollover Minutes

o Rree(;.ll;‘limicied Nllobicle-to-Mobile to
| i | ‘
ny er Cingular Customer cner IlNlIMITED

* Free Dongesiic Long Disian*ce INCOMING
e Free Equipment Upgrades *

e No Penalty for Changing Your Plan
Up or Down

e Free Online Account Access e how many minvtes you've use _
e 7-Day-a-Week Insurance Claims  unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile + 7 pm Nights*

1 FREE EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
| FOR Xcingular CUSTOMERS

OPEN
W YEAR'S

DAY
10 AM-5 PM

Don’t use your old phone any longer. Get a new phone ACTIVATION
| today and keep your existing phone number and we will "
i analyze your bills FREE to ensure you are on the right plan. FEE




Nine

619-235-8200

Wanna Deal Blackjack?

Make $50K a year at San Diego casinos! Day/night
classes. Professional training. Oasis Casino

Dealing School. 619-593-2121, casinodealing.com.

DUI, Drugs, Warrants?
Sliding Scale Legal Fees

Free consult. Attorney Frank Gormlie, 619-325-0472.

Credit Repair "Legitimate”
Don’'t Frown-No Money Down!
Since 1988, Local company. Call now! 800-700-0273.

Begin A Massage Therapy
Career At Concorde Career
Institute

“In just months, you can learn the skills needed
for an exciting new career.” We offer morning,
afternoon, and evening classes to fit your

busy schedule. Financial aid is available for

those who qualify. We also offer career placement
assistance. ACCSCT accredited.

Call today! Classes start soon!

123 Camino De La Reina, San Diego, CA 92108.
888-734-3497.

Arrested?

Free consultation 24 hours/7 days a week. See our
picture ad below. Law Offices of Andrew Wilensky.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Put End To IRS Pain Now!

Free report could save you thousands! Call

1-800-869-4529 x312 (24 hours) for recorded message

and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
619-531-8800, www.fixabletax.com.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
morris@sandiegolegal.com. Se habla espanol.

Drownin§ In Debt?
Bankruptcy—fresh start.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Full service. Save house- paycheck- car.

Free credit report with this ad!

For information see: www.endbillcollections.com.
Attorney Ray Schimmel, LL.M. 619-291-9750.

Give Yourself A Fast

Career Start At

Education America
University-San Diego

Begin your career by getting your Master of Arts
in psychology degree with specialization in
marriage and family therapy. We offer small class
sizes, day and evening classes and financial aid
is available for those who qualify. Accredited
member, ACICS. Call today. Classes start soon!
800-211-0769, or visit: www.4classes.org.

Hypnosis Equals Results!
Quit Smoking. 1 session. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Divorce-Bankruptcy

Payment plans and mediation services available.
Results and experience matter. For results,

call Attorney Samuel S. Godkin at 619-544-6000.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Electronic filing, 24 hours/day.

Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.
www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
morris@sandiegolegal.com. Se habla espanol.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

Car Repoed?
or about to be? Call now to save it! 858-405-6766.

Win Free Tickets To

San Diego sporting events.
Visit www.FREESPORTSTIX.com.

Debt Reorganization
Car loans, credit cards, mortgages, taxes, child
support. Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Worker's Comp
619-234-5567
Protect your rights! Free legal consultation.

Free HIV Testing
In The South Bay

San Ysidro Health Center. Oral test or blood draw
available. Free incentives Wednesdays and
Fridays, 9am-4pm. For information, 619-662-4161.

HIV Result-20 Minutes-$100

GYN, urology, STD tests confidential. 619-222-9904.

Fathers Resource Center
#1 Award-winning in California.

Divorce, paternity, child support, visitation.
760-634-DADS; 619-702-DADS.

EBAY- Made Easy

Let us sell your items on EBay. Take advantage
of the largest online marketplace. 760-471-5163.

MagicSantaClaus.com

Charms children, amazes adults, entertains everyone!

Divorce Mediation

Control your own fate:

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Divorce-$199 and up
Plus filing fee. Steven Groen, Esq., 619-233-6593.

Bankruptcy Fast/Divorce

Low cost, easy payments, credit card
619-280-5444, 760-941-5654.
www.dueprocesslegal.com-attorney supervised.

Relax, Renew And Romance
Only $99!

Romantic themed suites with in-room spa,

breakfast in bed, chilled wine, chocolates and

a gift all await you! 14 extremely cool theme

rooms to choose from. Safari, Tahiti, Jungle,

Cave, Roman and many more. Relax by the pool.

Enjoy massage therapies, horseback riding

and more! Restrictions apply.

Oasis of Eden Inn & Suites. 760-365-6321.
www.oasisofeden.com. Near Joshua Tree, Palm Springs!

Bankruptcy-Lowest Rates
Our attorney will come to you. 619-858-9000, x12.

Bankruptcy

$45 starts immediate credit protection.

Chapter 7: Eliminate credit cards, repossessions,
garnishments, lawsuits, medical bills.

Chapter 13: Consolidate/eliminate car loans, child
support, foreclosures, taxes, student loans.

Free initial consult with bankruptcy attorney,

501 W. Broadway, Suite 510, San Diego CA 92101.
Se habla espanol. www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com
619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Complete Divorce $250

Attorney prepared divorce only $250. 619-291-4700.

D.U.l.? / Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

Attorney James Bickford, 800-483-2894. Visa/MC 24/7.

Lower Your Car Payment

Through Chapter 13 Bankruptcy and consolidate
with all credit card bills into one payment.
619-233-4415; 858-335-1162. Free attorney consult.

World's Lowest Term Life!
$100,000 insurance as low as $7/month. Since 1959.
Guaranteed lowest 10-year rates. 450 A-A++
companies. Disability, survivor, universal and
annuities. www.lowesttermlife.com.

15, 20, 25 and 30 year level term plans.

The Insurance Mart, 800-338-3008. Roland Grabelle.
E-mail: lowesttermlife@ewol.com.

Child Support/Divorce

Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.
Free phone consultation. Reasonable rates.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

Sexual Harassment
Serious Injury/Death
Clark and Associates
619-239-1321

Aggressive attorneys. www.clarklawyers.com.

Entrepreneur? Inventor?

Writer? Performer? Ideas?

Get your project off the ground or

take your project to the next level

at the Free Enterprise Forum (not MLM).
“Where |deas Meet Capital and Experience.”
Dr. Richard Kaye, 760-633-3400.

Need An Attorney? 24 Hours

Criminal, immigration, warrants, DUI, expungements.
Free 1/2 hour consultation. Call 619-297-4444.

New Horizons Computer

Learning Center

Over 3,000,000 students trained! (World's largest
IT training company). Over 700,000 jobs to be
filled! (US Department of Labor statistics).
Computer Support Specialist positions projected
to double by 2010. (Bureau of Labor statistics).
Schedule an appointment today to be our guest
at the next Microsoft workshop. Limited seating.
Ask about our Internship Program.

7480 Miramar Road, San Diego, CA 92126.
858-880-2200. www.yourlTfuture.com.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, Weight, Habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Divorce-Custody $300!

Support, visitation, bankruptcy, trust, make it
simple! Low cost attorneys, SDLDA#7. 619-390-5487.

Simple Divorce $99
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 858-483-9020.

San Diego's Injury Experts
Auto accident? Injured? Don't get screwed by
insurance companies! Attorney Gary W. Rose,
free consult. 619-276-7673, 760-435-0047.

DRUNK

from

Holistic Skin Clinic
Spa Specials:

20% Off With This Ad
(1st Time Only)

Enzyme Protein Facial Masques (Tone. Tighten.
Great for acne!) Body Contour Wrap (Conditions.
Tightens. Tones. No water loss).

Creams and Oils (corrective nutrients needed by the
skin). Massage. Free newsletter!

Fanie International botanical skin care.

Products that work for women and men of all ages.
No synthetics, animal fats, waxes, glycolic acids.
Gift certificates.

Karie Hayden & Associates, 858-581-3321.

Bankruptcy From $175

Lowest rates guaranteed.

File now before law changes.

Stop lawsuits, garnishments and harassment.

Free attorney consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Affordable Attorneys

Family law. Real estate. Business. Litigation.
Blair & Dinner, 619-858-4704. www.blairdinner.com.

Divorce/Family Law
Custody-support-property-visitation. Free
consult! Attorney Karen Werve, 858-455-0885.

Trouble Making Payments?
Settle Debts For Less!

We will negotiate your debt & save you $1000s!
619-325-7150. www.applieddebtservices.com

Bankruptcy E-filing
Debtblasters.com

Caring, compassionate. Speedy service. $50 starts.
Free consultation. Attorney Gary Holt, 619-692-9254.

Drunk Driving

Photo tickets—-DMV--warrants.

Free consult. Walk-in 5-7. Visa/MC. mrdui.com.
Mr. DUI--Mr. Ticket, Attorney, 619-563-1010.

Tax Problems Solved!
Low flat fees. We come to you. 858-454-9031.

Need Cash Today?

Auto title loan on your car or truck. Bad credit?
No credit? Receive cash today. 619-593-6200.

Carpal Tunnel?

Call now for free report.

If you suffer from Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,
this report could change your life!

Call anytime, toll free, 1-866-269-8345.

POPCO-Father's Rights

The original and still the best. 800-963-DADS(3237).

Clinical Research Studies

Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, San Diego's leader in
mental health, performs research studies for
medications to treat a variety of disorders. If you
or a loved one suffers from schizophrenia, manic
depressive (bipolar) disorder, Alzheimer's disease,
depression or other conditions, you may qualify for
one of these studies. Study- related medication is
provided at no cost and you may be compensated for
time and travel. Call 858-694-8350 for information
about current studies.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

Growing A Business?

Protect yourself. Get an attorney on your team!
Leases-Contracts-Legal Planning.

Call now! 858-454-8880.

Macintosh Consulting
Troubleshooting, lessons, Internet setup, networking
619-229-8099.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanor/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

All Felonies/Misdemeanors
Warrants, expungements, juvenile court, DMV.
Experienced trial lawyer: Former JAG and prosecutor.
Downtown law office, evening/weekend appointments.
Attorney Jeremiah J Sullivan, 619-578-5958. Visa/MC.

Cash Now For Cars

Buying all/top dollar paid/619-425-5577; 619-884-5540

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-795-2180.

DRIVING

FREE CONSULTATION 24 HOURS/7 DAYS

DUIs * Domestic Violence ¢ Drug Cases ¢ Theft « DMV Hearings
Hit & Run ¢ Assault * Warrants ¢ Sex Offenses ¢ Felonies

Law Offices of

ANDREW H. WILENSKY

Former San Diego Prosecutor with 22-plus vears’ experience

619-237-1700

Child Support/Custody

Need help? Free initial phone consultation. Payment
plans. Attorney Elizabeth Lewis, 619-523-9900.

Women's Law Center
Divorce, custody, spousal and child support,

restraining orders. Adoptions. 858-551-1313.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $1050 with $500 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxsolutionservices.com.

Affordable Legal Services

Criminal Defense-DUIs-Warrants
Call attorney Mark Spencer, 619-233-8610.

Family/Child Support

Free phone consultation on divorce,
custody/visitation and child support. Reasonable
rates. Attorney Denise Oxley, 619-231-6120.

Cash For Collectibles!

Star Wars, Disney, Lucy, Barbie. 619-466-3631.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Frustrating Work Injury?

Not getting any better?

You do have options. Call now for free report,
“Secrets You Must Know If You've Been Injured At
Work!" Call anytime, toll free, 800-813-7792.

Golden Road Credit

Credit and debt services. Licensed and
bonded credit repair agency in the state of
California. 619-521-2900.
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Eye Exam., 20
When you purchase your frame and lenses af WCECA. Exam must be in the month of December
2003. Cannot be combined with insurances or any other offers. Must show this ad on day of exam.

Visit www.westcoasteyecare.com for more information.

Blepharoplasty

Droopy eyelids making you look older? Causing headaches? Interfering with your vision?
We can help. Many insurances cover this procedure. Come in for a free consultation.

Call 619-697-4600 ext. 105

Computer Fatigue?

If extended computer use gives you back pain, neck pain or tired eyes, (&
the problem may be your glasses. We have special lenses that can help.

& Custom “Wavefront” LASIK Procedure Available Here*

*600 Off LASIK

Regularly $3000 for both eyes (classic). There IS a difference in surgeons. Our Board of
Ophthalmology-certified doctors have been in practice in San Diego for over 20 years and
have over 15 years’ refractive surgery experience. We are not a surgery mill. Our doctors
will see you for your initial consultation, perform your surgery and see you for up to 12

months of unlimited follow-up visits. We offer ALL alternatives. Don't risk your eyesight to
the inexperienced. R Call 619-697-4600 ext. 105

We will beat any
advertised price!

Just come in to any of our locations and
we will beat any price on exams, contacts
and glasses by 5%! We will not be
undersold. R

*10 Off Any
Product or Service

Not valid with certain plans or insurances.
One coupon per patient. Offers may not be
combined. Contact lenses must include
exam. Valid through 1-26-04. See office for
details. R

We provide total eye care

Whether you need LASIK surgery, contacts, glasses, or have medical problems, our staff
of board-certified ophthalmologists and TPA-certified optometrists are here to help you.

"Above offers valid only with this ad. Ad must be presented at time of consultation and
may not be combined with insurance or other offers. See offices for details. Wavefront
procedure available for extra charge.

WEST

COAST
EYECARE

AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Our guarantee:

If for any reason you are not
completely satisfied with our
service or glasses, we will refund
your money. See office for details.

Extended evening hours.
Prescriptions filled. Glasses
duplicated. Most insurance,
Medi-Cal, Vision and Service
Plans accepted. MasterCard, Visa
and Discover accepted.

Special offers on our website:
Www.westcoasteyecare.com

To be automatically connected to
the nearest eye care center,
please call: 1-800-346-eyes

College Area/La Mesa
619-697-4600

El Cajon
619-440-5400

Clairemont/Mira Mesa
858-565-8822

Alpine

619-445-2687
Escondido/Vista/RB
760-743-5872

South Bay
619-470-2700
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Foothall Excitation. Fine Dining.

etroplex sports fans are eagerly preparing

themselves for the first competitive NFL
and/or NCAA Division I football game played in
San Diego this year. True, 2003 will be 51 weeks
and six days gone by the time opening kickoff
occurs, but that’s a detail only a few will notice.

Some will complain that event organizers
had to import both football teams in order to
present San Diegans with their first competitive
NFL and/or NCAA Division I football game of 2003.
Well, so what. The origin of these teams is mere
desk clutter, and besides, they are paid for their
trouble. Here’s the point: the contest will take
place in San Diego, at Qualcomm Stadium. Indeed,
next Tuesday’s Holiday Bowl will feature two
legitimate football teams: 5th-ranked Texas
Longhorns and 14th-ranked Washington State
Cougars.

Let me tell you, the hive is aflutter with antic-
ipation. In order to gauge just how intense that
excitement is, I've decided to poll San Diego’s top
chefs and ask them a question that will reveal

verything we need to know about football exci-
tation and fine dining, to wit: “If you were host-
ing a tailgate party in a very large parking lot as
prelude to the first competitive NFL and/or NCAA
Division I football game played in San Diego dur-
ing the year 2003, what would you prepare?”

This is the question I put to seven celebrated
chefs (or their spokespersons), all of whom are
employed within El Cajon’s tony Restaurant Row.
First up is The Best Chinese Restaurant, on the
300 block of North Magnolia Avenue. A woman,
I believe of Chinese origin, listens to my query
and replies, “Who are you calling from? What is
this regarding about, or what?”

Excellent questions. 'm talking to a pro.
“What would your chef cook at a tailgate party?”

Silence.

“At a football game.”

Nothing.

“The Holiday Bowl. Qualcomm Stadium. Tail-
gating. Transporting large mounds of food into
aparkinglot the size of Cleveland and then cook-
ingit.”

“Hmm.” One handful of time goes by. “I
think you could do buffalo hot wings.” Now, I sense
she’s turned her head away from the phone. I
hear her say to someone, “Hold on, P'mbusy,” then
she moves on to another person and says, “Two
for here? Eleven eighty-five,” then finally returns
to me. “I think you can do the buffalo hot wings
is good.”

* * *
“I've been back about a month. I worked here
before, for about five years.” Here is Calypso,
which is doing business on the 900 block of Green-
field Drive. The person speaking is a woman
named Dusty.

Iinquire about Calypso’s chefand his choice
of tailgate bounty.

Dusty says, “Our chefis not here.”

“Okay. How about you? The Holiday Bowl
is next Tuesday. If you were going to the game—
oratleast to the parking lot adjacent to the game—
what would you cook?”

“I'd probably — depending on the people—
do steaks.”

This is good. “Let’s say you’ve got 30 peo-
ple to feed.”

Dusty emphatically declares, “Hamburgers
and hot dogs. BYOB.”

* * *
Eddie says, “We don’t have no chef.” The speaker
is Hispanic, and I make him to be in his late 20s
or early 30s. Eddie is employed by the Cotija Taco
Shop, the one on the 500 block of Jamacha Road.

“Are you the cook?” I ask.

“Thisisjust a taco shop, man. We sell burritos.”

The man is grounded. “If you were tailgat-
ing at the Holiday Bowl with 20 friends, what
would you cook?”

“Meat-and-cheese burrito. Put on a lot of
cheese. Make it tasty with some beans and chips.”

The vision does not sing. “How about a...”

“It’s in a bowl, you know. It’s a little snack
rather than a whole meal. And some beer, for
sure.

Okay. “If you were playing football, what
position would you want to play?”

“Are you serious?”

Not really, but now that I'm here, “Yeah.”

“Defensive back, man.”

* * *
Cindy, head waitress at the Country Comfort
Restaurant, 1200 block of Avocado Avenue, says,
“I like those hot links, the hot hot dogs.” Cindy
laughs agreeably. “And I'd have potato salad and
macaroni salad and potato chips and plenty of
tequila.”

* * *
Country Wassles, 1200 block on East Main Street.
“Idon’tknow...hamburgers and hot dogs, I guess.”

* * *

Downtown Café Bar & Grill, 100 block on East
Main Street. “Linguini, shrimp linguini, pasta pri-
mavera, angel hair with chicken or...”

* * *
Tom, speaking in a thick, rich Irish brogue, says,
“I've two cooks in the kitchen right now.” This is
Hooley’s Irish Pub & Grill, on the 2900 block of
Jamacha Road. Tom continues, “but to be hon-
est with you, none of them speak English that
well. My sous chef and my two line cooks are here
tomorrow and they both speak perfect English.”

“How about you? Do you cook?”

“I'm Irish. We don’t tailgate.”

The Vegas Line

NFL Week 17
(Home Team in CAPS)
Favorite Money Line Spread d o/u Underdog Money Line
Saturday
NEW ENGLAND -360 8 331/2 Buffalo +280
SAN FRANCISCO NL NL NL Seattle NL
Philadelphia -330 7 41 WASHINGTON +250
Sunday
St. Louis -360 0 46 DETROIT +280
CINCINNATI -330 71/2 41 Cleveland +250
TENNESSEE -330 61/2 41 Tampa Bay +250
ATLANTA -155 3 43 1/2 Jacksonville +135
MIAMI -175 4 37 1/2 NY Jets +155
Dallas -155 21/2 39 NEW ORLEANS +135
KANSAS CITY -450 10 45 Chicago +325
Indianapolis -330 7 44 1/2 HOUSTON +250
Carolina -220 NL NL NY GIANTS +180
Minnesota -360 71/2 45 1/2 ARIZONA +280
GREEN BAY NL NL NL Denver NL
SAN DIEGO NL NL NL Oakland NL
BALTIMORE -330 7 39 Pittsburgh +250

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.




And they heard him exclaim

as he drove out of sight,
“Use it anywhere in the world,
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Unlimited calling on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

600 WHENEVER minutes®

No long distance or roaming charges

$39.99 a month

1-year agreement

Visit one of these Northstar Wireless dealers in your neighborhood:
North County

Calexico

Cellular Unlimited
200 N. Imperial Avenue, Calexico

Cellular Unlimited
2300 Imperial Avenue, Calexico

San Ysidro

Basacom
4635 Border Village, San Ysidro

Mobile Plus

4211 Camino de la Plaza, San Ysidro

Skybeep
342 W. San Ysidro Boulevard, San Ysidro

US-FM Wireless
121 Louisiana Avenue, San Ysidro
El Centro

Cellular Unlimited
825 N. Imperial Avenue, El Centro

J. Cellular.com Inc.
2050 Imperial Avenue, El Centro

T

authorized dealer

San Diego
Kearny Mesa Wireless
4853 Convoy Street, San Diego

K-Source
945 Broadway, San Diego

Optidial Communications
8840 Complex Drive, San Diego

Payless Cellular/Pager

9225 Mira Mesa Boulevard, San Diego
Revolution Wireless Inc.

3683 Midway Drive, San Diego
Superfone

4318 47th Street, San Diego
Wireless World

3175 Midway Drive, San Diego

Wireless One
3555 Rosecrans Avenue, San Diego

South Bay

Expert Wireless
1727 Sweetwater Road, National City

Wireless Touch Palace
1280 Picador Boulevard, San Diego

IS just right!” |

MTPA Ventures

350 Encinitas Boulevard, Encinitas

BBC Travel
2037-1/2 Mission Avenue, Oceanside

D.C.Comm LLC
1129 South Coast Highway, Oceanside

Optidial Communications
16588 Bernardo Center Drive, San Diego

Global Digital Systems
342 S. Twin Oaks Valley Road, San Marcos

Wireless Solutions Unlimited
997 W. San Marcos Boulevard, San Marcos

BBC Travel
922 Santa Fe Avenue, Vista

D.C. Comm LLC
732 E. Vista Way, Vista
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NORTHSTAR

If you are not satisfied with our service you may cancel within 14 days of activation with no early cancellation fee. © 2003 SERVICE INFORMATION: Limited time offer; subject to change. Coverage only available on our domestic GSM/GPRS network and that of our
roaming partners (“Get More network”). Domestic long distance (but not for credit card, calling card or operator-assisted calls) and roaming are on the Get More network. Weekends are midnight Thurs. to midnight Sun. Credit approval, $35 activation fee and
1-year agreement required with $200 early cancellation fee per line. Use of our service constitutes acceptance of our Terms and Conditions including mandatory arbitration. Taxes, USF and other charges additional. Unused allowances lost. Partial minutes used are
rounded up and charged at the full minute rate; calls are measured from when the network begins to process the call (before the phone rings or the call is answered) through its termination of the call. Rates are for domestic calls. Billing of roaming charges and
minutes of use or services may be delayed. Devices are sold for use on our GSM/GPRS systems and may not be compatible with other wireless systems. Additional restrictions apply; see brochure and Terms and Conditions for details. PHONE INFORMATION: At
participating retailers. While supplies last; shipping charges apply. Rebate mail-in offer requires purchase of the phone listed and new activation on qualified rate plan. You must be on qualified rate plan when rebate is processed. T-Mobile is a registered trademark
of Deutsche Telekom AG. © 2003.
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RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

TO HEAR A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND OTHER DETAILS,

(ALL619-233-9797 ANYTIME.
AT THE PROMPT, ENTER THE 4-DIGIT EXTENSION.

BAHA’I FAITH

X617 Baha'i Center

"""" 6545 Alcala Knolls Dr., San Diego
800-22-UNITE
858-268-3999, 760-729-9199
www.bahai.org

BUDDHIST

X615 Hsi Fang Temple

"""" 4536 Park Blvd., University Heights
619-298-2800; www.hsifang.org
Please call for a schedule of classes and
services offered in English.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

x6101 Canyon View Church of Christ

"""" 4292 Balboa Ave., Clairemont
858-273-5140; www.canyonview.org
Simple truth, simple faith, simply
Christian.

x6103 El Cajon Blvd. Church of Christ
"""" 2528 El Cajon Blvd., North Park
619-299-6812
www.ecbchurchofchrist.org
Free Bible correspondence courses—
enroll today.

FOUR SQUARE

X6116 Vista Christian Fellowship
"""" 820 Williamston St., Vista
760-726-4856
www.vcfchurch.org
San Diego Reader’s Best 2003:
Best Church for Miracle Healings

METHODIST

X610} First United Methodist Church
"""" of San Diego, Since 1869
2111 Camino del Rio South
I-8 at Texas in Mission Valley
619-297-4366; www.fumcsd.org
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

CATHOLIC

X6102 Holy Spirit Catholic Church
"""" 2725 55th St., Oak Park
619-262-2435
holyspirit@cox.net
24-hour adoration. Call for Mass times.

NONDENOMINATIONAL

X6106 Journey Community Church

"""" 8363 Center Dr., La Mesa
619-464-4544
www.journeycommunitychurch.org
A friendly, casual, come-as-you-are
church!

SHEEP Ao GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

Denomination: Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod

Address: 6749 Tait Street, Linda Vista
858-268-4688

Year founded locally: 1946

Senior pastor: Reverend Rodger Gredvig
Congregation size: 80 members

Staff: 1 full-time, 1 part-time

Church school enrollment: 5

Annual budget: $112,000

Weekly giving: $2200

Singles program: no

Diversity: white

Dress: dressy casual to casual

Services: Sunday worship, 10:00 a.m.

Last Wednesday evening, Christmas shoppers
swarming into and out of Mission Valley jammed
Highways 8 and 163. T had time to think about
anarticle I'd just read by a Yale professor about
the evils of PowerPoint, Microsoft’s glitzy “slide-
ware” program. PowerPoint has migrated from
boardrooms into school classrooms and many
church services. PowerPoint, the professor

singing “O Tannenbaum.”

Reverend Gredvig introduced his sermon
with a “dramatic reading” performed by two gen-
tlemen dressed in choir robes. They were sup-
posed to be Wise Men. Staring at photocopied
sheets, the gentlemen read their lines with anx-
ious earnestness. (“Surely this is the fulfillment
of what the prophet Micah and the Jewish scrip-
tures predicted.” “Yes, a king of mighty signif-
icance born in the land of the Jews.”) A chubby-
cheeked toddler sitting across from me real-
ized that one of the Wise Men was his father.
He bolted down the center aisle waving his
arms, “Dada! Dada!”

Reverend Gredvig told us that Lutheran
tradition suggests, “without much evidence,” that
it was Martin Luther who initiated the custom
of bringing a Christmas tree inside the home.

“It was the shape that inspired him, the way
the tree points heavenward, pointing to the
stars.”

He went on to list the many significant
stars that appear in the Hebrew Bible and New
Testament, noting that the “star in the East”

To place a religious listing, call 619-235-3000.
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Clairemont: Balboa Ave.

WHITE DRAGON

Encinitas: N. EI Camino Real
Mira Mesa: Mira Mesa Bivd. El Gajon: Magnolia Ave.
Oceanside: Oceanside Bivd. La Mesa: University Ave.

Call Toll-Free: 1-888-413-8637

www.white-dragon.com

wrote, is “smarmy and heralded not only Jesus’
incoherent” and “dis- birth, but the return of
ru.p.tsi. dominates, and the Eingdom of God to
trivializes content.” earth.

Peace Lutheran “God knows that
Church doesn’t use there are those who did
PowerPoint. not want to lift their eyes

“We’re a small Mis- toward heaven and see
souri Synod Lutheran the star. King Herod
church on a cul-de-sac didn’t. Herod was a
in Linda Vista,” said tyrant who was ruthless
Reverend Rodger Gred- to his people, and the
Vlg When (l'escrlblng hls REVEREND RODGER GREDVIG llirlagle we ha‘l[)el Of h}llm
congregation to me. closely resembles what

’ Rgverend Gredvig Peace L-uthera‘n Church we kn);w today ofvgad—
has served at Peace Ll:‘rx‘lita dam Hussein who was
Luthet:)ran for21 ymr}sl. He ultima‘tel)}f1 fcl)und cowc-1
was born in northern ering in a hole. Itis Go
Minnesota and came to Sermon whoghas victory in the
Linda Vista as a baby. zo?tent ........................... :::: end.”
PeaceLutheran,hetold . (S5 ) ReverendGredvig
me, was the first church thul:gy .................................... b 8. 0. ¢ explainedthatforChris—
he remembers seeing. Music tians, Advent was a time
By the time he was ten congregational.........ceccue.. **).\' of repentance and prepa-
years old, he knew he Choir e no choir ration in anticipation
wanted to enter the Snacks follaRalet of Jesus’ return. Part of
clergy. Flowers .......ccccveeveevueenen. no flowers this preparation, he said,

“I was surprised Athitef: ture... was sharing the Gospel

Friendliness . .
when I got to Concor- with others, which could
dia Semlnary and POOT t0 SatiSFACLOTY ..ecveveereererereeraranae (none) b.e done .m SlmPle ways
learned thatalot of the like going with the
guys there had decided Good * church to sing Christmas
much later in life that :erylf’oid *:: carols in public, or vol-
Xcellen . .
theY. wanted to 8o t(;- EXtraordinary ........cocecveveencunennennennenns 0. 8.8.8.9 gnt,eeg.ng forftha; FI‘}—
seminary. Many o ay’s dinner for fami-
them already had mas- lies in the church’s Head

ter’s degrees when
they’d decided. Some had been working on
doctorates.”

Last Wednesday, 40 of the 50-odd people
who regularly attend Reverend Gredvig’s Sun-
day-morning services weren’t out Christmas
shopping. They’d opted instead to spend their
evening at Peace Lutheran’s soup supper and
Advent service. When I later complimented
Reverend Gredvig on the turnout, he said,
“We’ve gotten smaller over the years, and one
of the results is that our remaining members take
worship seriously. This church is their home.”

Homey isn’t a quality many churches
desire nowadays. Peace Lutheran feels like the
Lutheran churches Garrison Keillor evokes
on A Prairie Home Companion. Peace Lutheran’s
members have decorated their church’s mod-
est interior with big Christmas wreaths. A
hefty Christmas tree stands to the right of the
altar. Last Wednesday night, the meaty, oniony
aroma of homecooked soup drifted through
the nave while the congregation, bundled in
coats and sweaters, started the service by

Start program. Such acts,
he said, “demonstrate that we, too, are still look-
ing toward God’s return with excitement and
anticipation.”

After the service, people lined up to intro-
duce themselves to me and shake my hand and
tell me how happy they were that I'd visited
their church. When I caught up with Reverend
Gredvig, I told him that in the dozens of non-
liturgical churches I've visited, I'd never heard
Christmas described as a time for repentance.
He told me that this idea of “Prepare ye the way
of the Lord” was built into the liturgical pur-
pose of Advent, the need to ready one’s soul
for the Parousia, the Second Coming.

“I'don’t mean in any way to demean non-
liturgical churches. But following the liturgical
year has advantages. The way Advent works for
me is that instead of being overwhelmed by the
worldly aspects of Christmas, I reflect on God’s
pace and God’s purposes. Christmas isn’t a
bunch of gifts we give to each other. The focus
is God’s gift to us.”

— Abe Opincar
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Service Provider

Year-End
Closeout!

All Inventory
Must Go!

All offers expire December 31, 2003.

LG VX-6000*

TR Camera Phone

Snap it, Style it, Share it!

SAMSUNG
AS30*

Free After
Rebate

Largest Selection of
Verizon Phones!

$30-870 CASH REBATES
on the following phomnes:

Audiovox 8600 e Audiovox 8900
LG VX-4400 ¢ LG VX-6000
Motorola T730 e Samsung A530

(Upto

Free Phones for Family Share!

Handset available on plans $39.99 or higher with a 2-year agreement. Offer good until December 31, 2003, while supplies last.

LG VX-2000 ¢ Motorola V120E
Motorola C333 ¢ Nokia 2285

S Lines)

LG VX-3100

o Text Messaging
e Voice Dialing

Se habla espafiol

7317 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. ¢ S.D.
Located in the Ethan Allen Center

(858)

715-1842

Hours: Monday-Saturday 10 am-7 pm « Closed Sunday

1560 Leucadia Blvd,, Suite G ¢ Encinitas
Located at the entrance of the Plaza Encinitas Ranch

(760)

Hours: Monday-Saturday

634-1443

10 am-7 pm ¢ Sunday 11 am-5 pm

No activation fee for two-year agreements. $35 activation fee on one-year agreements. One- or two-year agreement required. Customer must activate on Verizon-approved
CDMA handset. Early termination fee may apply. Free handsets available on plans $39.99 or higher and a *one or **two-year agreement is required. Sales tax applies to full
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Dear Aunt Trudy,
My sister has a son who just turned 12. This boy
has his birthday one day before mine, so we often
celebrate the two birthdays together as a family.
Our other sister offered to bake the cake this year.
A few days before we were getting together to cele-
brate, my sister who has the son — I'll call her
Rachel — called my other sister, whom I'll call Jan,
and said, “I know you’re bringing the cake, and I
know we’re celebrating my son’s birthday and
Audrey’s (that’s me) birthday together, but what-
ever you do, don’t put Audrey’s name anywhere
on the cake. The cake has to have only my son’s
name on it or he’ll have a horrible fit, which will
ruin the whole evening.” Jan was surprised and
displeased but did as she was asked. When I got to
the joint birthday celebration, Jan apologized pro-
fusely for leaving my name off the cake and
explained that it was at Rachel’s insistence. I don’t
care so much about whether my name is on a
birthday cake, but I was unpleasantly surprised
that at 12 Rachel’s son is so immature that he
wouldn’t be able to have his aunt’s name next to
his on a cake without having an attack about it.
Doesn’t 12 seem a little old for that kind of thing?
And what do you think of his mother making such
arequest?

ANNOYED SAN CARLOS AUNTIE

Dear Annoyed,

Your story leaves a bad taste in my mouth. |
think that a 12-year-old should definitely be
familiar with the concept of sharing. He ought
to be able to share billing on a birthday cake
with his mother’s sister. If your nephew has
problems in this area, as his mother seems to
think, then his parents would do well to work
with him on learning to be generous, rather
than protecting his selfishness from being chal-
lenged a little, which is what his mother did by
censoring your name from appearing on the
cake. In other words, when this mother pre-
empts her son’s having to deal with the fact
that it’s also his aunt’s birthday, she’s missing
an opportunity to help teach him to consider
others and to let them have a turn in the birth-
day limelight, too. You and your cake-bringing
sister might have a chat with Rachel about this
so that next year you can see your name writ-
ten in icing right along with your nephew’s.
Hopefully he can start to learn to honor other
people’s birthdays in a gracious and loving
way. He's missing out on the considerable joys
of being happy for others. | think if you can’t
allow other people their moments in the sun
and take pleasure in celebrating them, too,
sometimes, you're leading a crippled life.

Dear Readers,
| received an avalanche of mail in response to

the letter from “Red-Eyed in
Oceanside” who complained that
their neighbor’s dog was left alone
for nearly 24 hours at a time. The
poor hound was howling all night as
a result. The letters below are typi-
cal of readers’ feedback.

Dear Aunt Trudy,
I think that your suggestions to “Red-
Eyed in Oceanside” assume that the
dog’s new owner has some compas-
sion towards the animal. A note point-
ing out that the dog is unhappy in his
owner’s absence is unlikely to remedy
the situation. In fact, it might result in
the dog being set loose or being fur-
ther abused. This dog is being abused
by being locked up for such long
stretches. Animal control needs to be
called NOW!

LINDA VISTA CANINE

ADVOCATE

Dear Aunt Trudy,
I'must say I am not in agreement at all
with your response to “Red-Eyed...”
Animal neglect can be just as damag-
ing as animal abuse!! Dogs are pack
animals and should only be adopted
by people willing to include them as
part of the family. They are not meant
to be left alone all the time. It is not
Red-Eyed’s responsibility to confront
her neighbor. Just like the TV com-
mercials on child abuse say, “It’s not
always that easy to detect it.” We
really don’t know what goes on
behind closed doors with animals
who can’t help themselves or com-
plain. I feel that confronting the
neighbor might be a terrible mistake.
He might take it out on the dog who
he feels is now making his life more
difficult. We don’t really know what
he might do. He could put a collar on
the dog that shocks him when he
barks and still leave him alone all day,
hit the dog, or even remove his voice
box. I would suggest Red-Eyed con-
tact the Humane Society, who then
could help her out with contacting the
proper persons. Their number is 619-
299-7012.

SLEEPLESS IN SANTEE

Write to Aunt Trudy c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or e-mail to
trudy@sdreader.com




g It's Just Lunch is a fun, proactive approach to vour personal
Making Merry Jugt L PoRCRS RomORC I Yo

life. As first date specialists, we arrange quality dates over

lunch, brunch or drinks after work for busy professionals in
Matches Over Lunch. 4 |

a discreet, no pressure setting, Give us a call today!

DOWNTOWN 619.232.8999 « NORTH COUNTY 760.268.0004

PATING FOR BUSY PROFESSIONALS® « OVER 50 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE

Directors:

(WS)) o7
& ZaTT]

Cathy Loe  Michelle Mendez  Meredith Miller  Brooke Russell Dating for Busy Professionals®

For a fun, |,||1i|'||_.|q_' franchise ::p[lfulunily: 019,234, 7200
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KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to H&dal‘ﬂiﬁuwur number.
.‘ m FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN

‘ - #00 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming callular minutes
Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

o

o
w COME AMD

Mationwide long distance included

$59,99 =z

SAVE 550 ON THE NEW i730

BEETHE O slimmest full-feature phone
mm;ﬁ' E;'E"L"Lzmﬁ Built-in digital walkie-talkie, Web access
PHONE Speakerphone, color Screen

FREE e /ouiets
Pioasse Drive Safoly...

nﬂ/uﬂnlllﬂan:m
OFF - o

‘Wit = In Sl Froeiies
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Everything you would want to

know about Nextel in one place!

NEXTEL

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

CHAaZY{GUYS;

communications

Since 1986
Authorized Service Centers — We Do Repairs

Se Habla Espaniol
We can also visit you
at your place of work!
Just give us a call — We’ll do the rest.

CHULA VISTA 2530 Main St., Ste. A ..o 619-424-9555
1/2 mile east of I-5 ¢ Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-3 pm

OTAY MESA 6960 Camino Maquiladora, Ste. D.............. 619-661-9397
Across from Brown Field Airport ® Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm

CALEXICO 22 West 7th St., Ste. B......co.oooooviiiee 760-768-2020
Next to California Market ¢ Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-3 pm

KEARNY MESA 3199 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., Ste. C ..858-268-1515
Next to Men’s Wearhouse ® Mon.-Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 11 am-3 pm

- -
= Crasyaty:
] o/

Offers expire December 31, 2003. **Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery (FPCR) fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government
required charge. The fee is charged for one or more of the following: E911, number pooling and wireless number portability. Phone Offers: Available while supplies last.
New activation required. 2-year Promo Price requires 2-year service agreement. National Promo Price requires 1-year service agreement. 1-year price on i35sx, i60, i90
and i95¢! is after $25 invoice credit, which will appear on your first or second invoice after activation. Instant Connect 500 UDC Plan: Requires a one- or two-year service
agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15-day trial period (conditions apply). Setup fee of $35 per phone, up to $70 max per account
applies. Direct Connect minutes are unlimited and do not include Group Connect calls, which are $0.15/minute. Nationwide Direct Connect calls use the Direct Connect
minutes in your plan and incur an additional access charge of either: (i) 10¢/minute multiplied by the number of participants on the call; or (ii) a monthly flat fee if you sign
up for Unlimited Nationwide Direct Connect access. Nationwide Direct Connect calls are charged to the call initiator. You can cancel the Nationwide Direct Connect
feature by calling customer care or your Nextel representative. Group Connect charges are calculated by multiplying the minutes of use, number of participants, and the
applicable rate. Group Connect can only work with members of the same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls.
Cellular overage is $0.40/minute. Cellular calls round to the next full minute. Domestic long distance is $0. 20/mmu|e Nights are 9:00 pm to 7:00 am. Weekends begin
Friday at 9:00 pm and end Monday at 7:00 am. On the $49.99 plan two-way ing is $0.1 i charges may apply and may vary by market,
including state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.138% or .75%; in some states a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge
of approximately .07% and a state-required E911 fee. In-store purchases require two forms of valid identification. Other terms: Nextel reserves the right to modify or
terminate this offer at any time. Offer may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreement for details. ©2003 Nextel Communications,
Inc. NEXTEL®, NEXTEL.DONE, NEXTEL ONLINE®, PUSH TO TALK, PTT, DIRECT CONNECT, GROUP CONNECT, NATIONWIDE DIRECT CONNECT and the Driver
safety logo are service marks, trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Nextel Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S.
Patent & Trademark Office. All other product names and services are the property of their respective owners. Al rights reserved.

WE HONOR ALL COMPETITORS' COUPONS & PROMOTIONS *

www.crazyguys.com

*See store for details.

BestBuys

-EVE KELLY

Clacking that sounded like the
rapid beat of a fish flopping on
a pier delighted us both.

YWhen Jesus said, ‘Love thy neighbor,” do
you think He meant the ones next door?” That
was my friend Allison, coming to the end of
another horror story. What with the loud
noise at night, the trash in her

front yard, and the teenage
garage-band practice,
she has many occa-
sions to practice
charity. I tried to
be sympathetic, but
I’ve been luckier
than she has. Jean-
nette, my closest
neighbor, is possessed
of an unceasingly sunny
disposition, and has even
gone so far as to sweep leaves from

my driveway and haul my empty trash cans
down my impossibly long driveway. And when
I go out of town, she’s always ready to help with
garden watering and mail collection.

Yesterday, she hand-delivered a per-
sonalized invitation to her New Year’s
Eve party. As a thank-you, I decided
to bring a bevy of noisemakers to
add to the festivities. I scooped
up as many as I could find around
town, then headed over to my
friend Bernice’s to conduct
some tests and weed out the
duds. We started with hand-held
noisemakers from Party City
and immediately scored with
the pea-green hand-shaped Neck-
lace Clacker ($1.59). The ergonomic
handle and strong clacking that
sounded like the rapid beat of a fish
flopping on a pier delighted us both. But
the turquoise Necklace Whistle ($.99) flopped
in another way — the tone was simply wimpy.
The bell-shaped blue Party Clinker ($.59)
brought our smiles back; the high-pitched
tones reminded us of clinking champagne
flutes. Much better than the dull, hollow clunk
from the neon green star-shaped version
($.59). (All prices are from Party City unless
otherwise noted.)

The next three were twirlers ($.59-$.89)
in the shape of a flag, a rectangle, and a tri-
angle. All sounded like a hoarse barking seal;
the noise grated and the twirlers didn’t fully
twirl without wrist-wearing effort. The last of
the hand-helds, however, won
aplace in Bernice’s heart;
she judged the circu-
lar tin rattle “tasteful,
with a pleasant,
inoffensive tinny
clinking. Perfect
for my 90-year-old
grandmother —if
she’s still awake at
midnight.”

Then we took deep
breaths and started blow-
ing our hot air into the air-driven
noisemakers. Doing our best tongue-flicking
frog imitation, we puffed on three small
blowouts from Party City — foil-covered
($.99), prism-patterned ($1.69), and dia-
mond-patterned with feathers ($1.79), all in
packages of eight. Heavy blowing produced
mediocre honks, but the feather-tip model
was at least appealing to look at as it shot out
and wrapped back up like a coiling serpent.

We had better honks from the wide-body
squawker blowout ($2.39 for four). “This is
the blowout of all blowouts,” laughed Bernice.
“It’s got a drawn-out, meaty sound. And I
like the way it rolls back slowly — like it’s
bumbling its way home.” Our testing fin-
ished, we blew some more just for laughs —
a good sign for a party favor.

Bernice grabbed two more packages:
fancy fringed blowouts ($1.37 for 8 at
Wal-Mart) and multicolored spiral-pat-
terned blowouts ($1.69). Both had long,
sleek blowpipes, which Bernice thought were

“like holding a cigarette. It tucks away
behind the ear, too. But it’s all for looks;
they don’t make any noise. There’s no horn
on the tip.” I wanted noise, so I broke out
the balloon squawkers ($1.79 for 6). The
squawkers had horns; they were attached to
a plastic tube with a balloon on the end. Our
deepest balloon-blowing breaths were rewarded
with satisfyingly long honks. “Now that’s

party noise,” admired Bernice. Of
the two foil-fringed squawk-
ers ($1.69 for 8, $.97 for
8 from Wal-Mart), the
Party City model gave
a more substantial
horn blast, but both
revealed a fun
pom-pom effect
when shaken.

For the big-

ger-is-better crowd,
I had picked up an
18-inch fringed golden
cardboard horn ($1.49).
It delivered the goods, ring-
ing out a high-toned toot.

“That could be part of your party
ensemble,” suggested Bernice. “You could
wave it around like a baton.” A smaller (but
just as expensive at $1.49) horn, black with
polka dots and silver fringe, just sounded
tired by comparison. Lo and behold, it was
the smaller black-with-silver-fringe number

($.39) that matched up to the big boy. Out
of breath, we turned to a squeeze-bottom
horn ($.99) and let its two-tone blare sum-
mon up the spirit of Harpo Marx. “It packs
alot of bang for a little squeeze,” said Bernice.
“Good for old-timers or little kids.”

Our final preparations for making merry
left us snowed under in confetti. Most of
these party poppers were keepers. The ones
shaped like champagne bottles ($1.49 for 12
at Party City, $.25 apiece at Babette Schwartz)

popped their contents a full two feet into

the air. The spring-loaded Super Party
Poppers ($2.99 for 3) shot large stream-
ers or confetti a good six feet before they
wafted to the floor, while inflate-and-pop
confetti poppers ($1.44 for 8 at Wal-Mart)
pushed out tiny paper squares with a burst
and a firm pop. Last of all, we teamed up for

a go at the Holiday Crackers ($9.99 for 8 or
$6.99 for 8 mini-crackers at Cost Plus) and
Festive Crackers ($12.99 for 8). Grabbing
opposite ends of the gift-wrapped cylinders,
we pulled and so produced a mild cracking.
Inside, we found a paper party hat, a joke,
and a trinket. I didn’t think the goods mea-
sured up to the expense. Bernice agreed.
“Give me a balloon squawker or a horn over
those any day,” she concluded. “I'll be the
life of the party.”




* 5.6"monitor e DVD player
¢ 2 wireless headphones

*398

JVCCD
Player/ I

i, KW E

Receiver $

¢ 180 watts
¢ Detachable face

* Preouts Not an authorized JVC dealer.

Kenwood -
CD Player/ |
Receiver

® 200 watts
e Detachable face
¢ Preouts ¢ EQ

Not an authorized Kenwood dealer.

[-\dd Bass

® 400-watt amp

= 98

* 10" woofer

Auto Alarm

¢ Two 5.6 monitors ¢ DVD player
e 2 wireless headphones

*498

Sony CD

Receiver

¢ 200 watts
e Detachable face
¢ Preouts ® EQ

¢ 200 watts

Rockford Fosgate

amp
* 12" woofer
* Box
Not an authorized Rockford Fosgate dealer.

* Rockford Fosgate $

Prestige Audiovox

* 6”in-dash monitor ® DVD player
¢ 2 wireless headphones

*598

¢ 10.4" high-resolution monitor
¢ DVD player e 2 wireless headphones

Not an authorized Sony dealer.

Alpine CD R

..I'l-_l Player/

$ ® Preouts $
¢ CD changer control

Not an authorized Alpine dealer.

Playerl ﬁ

*78

Add JVC CD
Changer Qo035 2-Channel Am

‘698

CD Player/
Receiver

¢ 200 watts
o Detachable face
® Preouts ¢ EQ

Not an authorized Pioneer dealer.

Sony
CD/MP3
Player

® 208 watts $
® Remote « XM
o CD changer

Not an authorized Sony dealer.

Rockford Fosgate

e 10-disc CD

e s $
L]

fa(c){o?yv;/édi;ny ® Built-in crossover

Not an authorized JVC dealer.

Not an authorized Rockford Fosgate dealer.

Pager Alarm

Free Window Tint

\_\\'—r—_ﬂ\\a‘?w g

Alarm

4 BIC ""{-h\".
\|\|A * o
b - Q
® 2 remotes ¢ 2 remotes

o Separate siren e Shock sensor
o hoopng e
e Parking light flas i
& more e Parking light ﬂash & more

805 MCAS
MIRAMAR

858-866-1615

== AUTOSOUND

5784 MIRAMAR ROAD = ¢2 5299 LINDA VISTA RD.
==

Auto Alarm
c | and back
L“E\{‘MTY : ' ' = 3 windows
WAR p! ] :
tinted.
* 2 remotes "" i (Most cars.)
¢ Shock sensor $ L] s
o Starter kill
¢ Code hopping
e Parking light flash 1 48 1 68
& more

(off Morena Blvd.)

619-327-3900

Financing available O.A.C. Sale items require installation. Some cars may require additional parts and labor. Quantities limited to stock on hand. Carryout price slightly higher.
All merchandise carries full dealer warranty. First-come, first-served installation. All installations carry full warranty. Standard installations only. Not responsible for misprints.
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SAY "HASTA LA ISﬁTO HE

Aut tic, Air Conditioning,
2004 FORD g-g,n;’%\:ser {Ir\lint::lnovlv:/)l?c;rcllgs

EXPLORER XLS

Fuller Price: $22,995
Factory Rebate: -$3000
Holiday Bonus Cash: -$500

- Net Cost

$19,455

2 to choose from:
#A19747
#A19700

V-8, Automatic, Leather
& More!

2004 FORD
EXPEDITION EDDIE BAUER

AN Fuller Price: $32,995
Factory Rebate: -$2500
Bonus Cash*: -$500

, Net Cost

$29,995

L 2 to choose from:
#A48819, #A13905
* MUST FINANCE WITH FORD MOTOR

Automatic, Air Conditioning,

2004 FORD Power Windows/Locks
ESCAPE XLS ew!

Fuller Price: $18,495
Factory Rebate: -$1500

Net Cost

$16,995

2 to choose from:
#A80015, #A80122

2004 FORD .\ "S5 Wreat
MUSTANG Fuller Price: $15,995

Factory Rebate: -$3000

i > “'§12,995

W =

4 2 to choose
from:
#116333
#121271

ALL ACCORDS

1.9%

LIMITED TERM
$28.59 PER $1000 FINANCED.

25 ODYSSEYS & 10 PILOTS

IN STOCK AND READY FOR SALE!!
NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED!!
ALL 2004s MUST GO! WE'RE OVERSTOCKED!

ALL CIVICS
2.9
60 MON

$17.92 PER $1000 FINANCED.
ALL ON APPROVED CREDIT

ALL OTHER HONDAS

%

THS

$18.37 PER $1000 FINANCED.

2004 FORD EXPLORER
SPORT TRAC V-6, Air Conditioning,

Power Windows/Locks

Net Cost

$17,995

2 to choose from:
#A43578, #A43135

\ Fuller Price: $20,495
. new! Factory Rebate: -$2000
- s Holiday Bonus Cash: -$500

2004 FORD F'1 50 V-8, Automatic,
Power Windows/Locks!
XLT SUPERCAB \ Fuller Price: $23,995
NE\N *  Factory Rebate: -$1000

Net Cost

. $22,995
¥ 2 to choose
from:

#A29225
#A41662

NEW 'O4 HONDA
CIVIC

“Value Package,” CD Player, A/C, Tilt &
Much More!!

Buy for $12,995
?egse for $99 per mo.

2 AT THIS PRICE & PAYMENT

Plus tax. 36 months, 12K miles per year,
15¢ per mile overage. $2795 down.
Residual $7920. Model #EM2114W.
Vin #018238, #019880

On approved credit.

NEwW 04 HONDA
ACCORD LX

Automatic, Power Package, Tilt, Cruise,
CD Player & More!!

Buy for $18,895
?egse for $189 per mo.

4 AT THIS PRICE & PAYMENT

Plus tax. 36 months, 12K miles per year,
15¢ per mile overage. $2795 down.
Residual $12,029.20. Model #CM5634PLW.
Vin #017361, #018991, #016106, #021611
On approved credit.

Air Conditioning,

2004 FORD CD Player
Focus LX 4DR Fuller Price: $12,995

NE\N“ Factory Rebate: -$2000

T Net Cost
- — $10,995

2to

choose from
#138641
#138669

2003 FORD RANGER SUPERCAB
XLT OR EDGE N\:—\N" Fuller Discount: $3000

E_' Factory Rebate: $3000
e _

Bonus Cash*: $1000
Net Savings

$7,000

5 to choose from
FINANCE WITH FORD MOTOR

NEW 04 HONDA
CIVIC EX

Sedan or Coupe — Moonroof, CD Player,
Tilt, Power Package & Much More!!

Buy for $15,995
gerase for $136 per mo.

4 AT THIS PRICE & PAYMENT

Plus tax. 36 months, 12K miles per year,

15¢ per mile overage. $2795 down.

Residual $9716. Model #EM2194MW/ES2574MW.
Vin #016409, #019680, #514644, #523830

On approved credit.

NEw ‘04 HONDA
ODYSSEY EX-L

Leather, Heated Seats, Power Package, CD Player,
Dual Remote Doors, Rear Air, & Much, Much More!!

Buy for $26,995
?elf:\se for $299 per mo.

4 AT THIS PRICE & PAYMENT

Plus tax. 48 months, 12K miles per year,
15¢ per mile overage. $2995 down.
Residual $16,228.80. Model #RL1894PKW.
Vin #031969, #036404, #026734, #037641
On approved credit.

‘99 Mercury Tracer

$4,990

Auto, A/C, gas saver
#610479

'98 Jeep Wrangler 4x4

$8,990

AM/FM cassette,
running boards. #757103

'00 Honda Prelude

$15,990

Auto, A/C, moonroof
#004465

'95 Nissan XE Pickup

$4,990

Auto, A/C, clean
#461898

'96 Dodge Ram 3500

$11,990

Dually, diesel, low miles
#569463

'01 Ford F-150 Super Cab XLT

$15,990

Auto, V-8, tow
#C02080

'00 Hyundai Elantra

$7,990

Auto, A/C, moonroof.
Only 36,000 miles. #995835

‘01 Ford Mustang

$11,990

Like new, leather, loaded
#107915

'01 Ford Expedition

$17,990

Rear A/C, CD changer, full
power. #A31579

FULLER FORD
6190656-2600

*Must finance through Ford Motor Credit. **Rebates in lieu of special APR. On
approved credit from Ford Motor Credit. Financing rates vary depending on
creditworthiness of customer as determined by Ford Credit. Some customers will not

qualify. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for
complete details. Prices plus government fees and taxes,
any finance charges, any dealer document preparation
charges, and any emission testing charges. On approved
credit. Subject to prior sale. Prices do not include dealer
installed alarms. Prices and terms expire 1/2/04.

%‘JHHH&D
o

560 AUTO PARK DRIVE, CHULA VISTA
WWW.THINKFULLER.COM

‘00 Ford Ranger XLT

$7,990

4-cyl., shell
#B24618

'03 Mitsubishi ES Sedan

$12,990

4-cyl., auto, A/C.
Only 16,000 miles. #165265

‘02 Acura RSX Coupe

$18,990

Leather, moonroof, clean
#020705

'01 Ford Escort 2x2

$7,990

5-spd., A/C, alloys, spoiler
#158158

'00 Nissan Xterra

$13,990

Low mileage, auto, A/C, CD
#566455

'03 Nissan Maxima SE

$18,990

Moonroof, rear spoiler, P/W,
cruise. #513444

'02 Ford Focus ZX3

$8,990

Auto, A/C, CD player
#130573

'02 Hyundai Santa Fe

$15,990

6-cyl., auto, full power
#146414

‘01 Toyota 4Runner

$19,990

Moonroof, 6-cyl., auto.
Super clean. #201140

FULLER HONDA

FLULLER PIS0 W] HDA
w58 § Al Park Oe

6199656-2600

Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details. Prices plus
government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document
preparation charges, and any emission testing charges. On approved credit.
Subject to prior sale. On approval of credit. Prices do not include dealer-installed
alarms. Prices and terms expires 1/2/04.




MIDWAY JEEP-CHRYSLER

Chrysler will pay up to 7 last remaining payments L..’
IJ

On Approved Credit

Effective with replacement vehicles purchased or leased Oct. 1, 2003, to Jan. 2, 2004. CHREYSLER

] Additional Military

5 Appreciation Program
The consumer must be in a Chrysler Financial Gold Key Lease or Gold Key Plus cohtract -_ "',' P AL Es

maturing between Nov. 1,2003, and July 3,2004. el W $ Jeep rebate
7-year or 7,000-mile powertrain protection warranty D RIVE

‘ P S . : Availa 20035 & 2004s. Activ i ilitary .Military ired.
on all new 2003 & 2004 models. See dealer for a copy of this limited warranty. A deduction applies. Available on 2003s & 2004s. Active or retired military personnel. Military ID required.

0% APR FOR 5 YEARS ON APPROVED CREDIT

SPECIAL FINANCING IN LIEU OF REBATES LISTED BELOW

$16.67 PER MONTH PER THOUSAND FINANCED. NO DOWN PAYMENT REQUIRED. AVAILABLE ON 2004 CHRYSLER PACIFICAS,
2003 AND 2004 CHRYSLER SEBRING SEDANS, COUPES, CONVERTIBLES, TOWN & COUNTRY MINIVANS (EXCLUDING
EX MINIVANS), 2003 PT CRUISERS, VOYAGERS AND LIBERTYS, AND ‘03 AND '04 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEES (ALL MODELS).

‘04 Jeep Libertys ‘04 Jeep Grand | '04 Jeep Wranglers

(All Models) Cher Oke es (A1l Models)
$2000 Factory (Al Models) $1 500 Factory
ALLIN STOCK! $4000 Factory p R

In lieu of special
_ financing.

ALL
S Yy

N

g WL
=g STOCK!
. In lieu of special -
financing. In lieu of special financing. All in stock.

'03 Chrysler | ’04 Chrysler '03 Chrysler Town &
Sebring Coupes Pacificas Countrys, LX, Touring & LTD

(A1l Models) (A1l Models)
4500 k5w | *3500 ki | *4S500 Kb
— ALL IN
ALL IN SF[‘()InChEu( o'f special m 8 lflfrllla(r)lfcsigglal e m STOCK'

_ financing.

’04 PT Crulsers

(All Models)
32500 &S5

ALL IN STOCK!

In lieu of special
M‘_ financing.

777 Camino del Rio South  Prices plus government
Mission Valley Auto Circle fees andtaxes, any finance

FIVE STAR charges, dealer document
f‘ ﬁ ﬁ f‘ ﬁ TOLL-FREE: preparatlon charge and
877-526-5255 i
charge.
www.midwayjeep.com Expires 12/29/03.
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

white-wrapped lollipops that taste
of cherry, apple, grape, or lime.

Jerry’s is an ordinary place,
archetypal in its particulars. The
benches and chairs in the waiting
area are upholstered in vinyl, and
it’s old men, mostly, who sit waiting
for their turn. The coffee table is
strewn with fishing and golf maga-
zines as worn as dollar bills. The
plate-glass window casts the
shadow of Jerry’s name on our legs.
The backward clock tells time in
reverse. Combs float in Barbicide.
Behind us, stretching the length of
the wall in an attitude of leaping, is
a blue sailfish as shiny and hard as
the linoleum under our feet.
“Please do not pet,” a sign says.

The older customers tend to
look at Sam and Hank and remem-
ber their own children, or them-
selves as children. Once, while
Hank’s hair was falling to the floor
like down and Sam was waiting his
turn, a man in glasses and an
ironed short-sleeved shirt looked
approvingly at him. He started to
tell Sam and me about his child-
hood summers, about growing up
on a farm in the Northwest, where
he climbed trees and fished. Every
morning, he said, he and his broth-
ers and sisters would sit at the table
for breakfast. His mother would
bring bowls of steaming oatmeal to
each place. No one could start,
though, until his grandfather had
sat down and blessed the meal. His
grandfather was a Lutheran, and he
blessed everything. He prayed and
prayed, and the children watched
the steam rise up, each wisp thin-

ner than the last. It had always
stopped steaming before his grand-
father stopped praying.

“My mother cut my hair with a
bowl,” he told Sam. “The same
bowl we used for that oatmeal.”

Outside the barbershop, the
street is usually sunny. Cars stop for
the light and move past us, win-
dows down, arms resting on doors.
As we wait I tend to think of what
we'll do after the haircuts. We could
eat at the soda fountain across the
street, in what used to be a drug-
store but is now the Café des
Artistes and a gallery. We could
walk another hundred yards and
ask the librarian if there are any
new books about the Titanic. If the
gem-and-mineral museum is open,
we could step into the back room
and ask the curator to turn on the
black light so that all the fluores-
cent rocks glow green, orange, and
yellow. There’s the Book Nook or
Chubby Chix, which sells retro
candy: Lemonheads, Neccos, and
Charms. Slim pink bubble-gum
cigarettes, the kind that leave pow-
der on your fingertips.

But once Sam and Hank are
both in barber’s chairs, ’'m in no
hurry to leave. I watch them the
way the man in the ironed shirt
watched the steam of his oatmeal
all those years ago, willing it to keep
rising.

“Look down,” Jerry says. “Now
look up.” Sam holds still, and Jerry
slowly, carefully cuts a straight line.
“Good,” he says. “You're doing
good”

Their blond hair mixes with

the gray hair on the floor and I
hold myself still between two red
vinyl chairs on Main Street, willing
it to go on a little longer, for the
backwards clock to go forward and
the forward clock to go backwards,
so that we are always right here.

— Laura McNeal

CLAIREMONT

Asked where I live in San Diego, I
always say “beautiful Clairemont,”
because 'm a smartass and because
it’s the truth. I might qualify (place,
not beauty) by adding “North
Clairemont,” to distinguish our
geographical locale. North Claire-
mont is almost paradise: our home
rides a large coyoted canyon where
ocean breeze and coastal fog are as
backyard-regular as hummingbirds
and red-tailed hawks. I like its tran-
quillity, despite the nearby barking
dog, whose owners we’ve all com-
plained about. But that’s the only
rent in the carpet; otherwise, it’s
immensely democratic — to one
Joe, a retirement villa; to another, a
middle-class boondock.

I cross the street, get my neigh-
bor Becky Newhouse, and we head
to our local Starbucks. At 51, New-
house is a lifelong Clairemontian, a
part-time substitute teacher at
Marston Middle School, and an
irrepressible factotum whose cheer-
ful voice can be heard charging Sat-
urday driveway talk with, as my
grandmother used to call it, “sunny
optimism.”

How might you define Claire-
mont? School-savvy Newhouse
surprises me: “It’s a forgotten com-

munity;” she says. Clairemont is not
“rich like La Jolla,” which is “afflu-
ent enough for the school board to
grant them autonomy.” Not so on
the mesa: “We don’t have the
money to be a charter school, Mr.
Bersin.” Though test scores are up,
Newhouse struggles with a school
system that no longer bonds the
community. She figure-skates over
her girlhood, when, after class, kids
lolled their way through grassy lots
to rec centers. Next-door kids were
always buddies. Now Amber-
alerted parents chauffeur children
everywhere.

We chat, sip drinks; then New-
house treads a new track. As one of
San Diego’s hubs, Clairemont is
supremely accessible, lying between
I-5 and I-805/163, south of San
Clemente Canyon and north of
Mission Valley; it’s also supremely
in-between. It’s near to but not the
beach; it’s near to but not the
condo-bracken of the Golden Tri-
angle, the nerd-ridden campus of
UCSD, the immigrant carnival of
Kearny Mesa, the heat-seeking
inlands. It’s near to but not Pacific
Beach, where summer trash festers
in the streets and multiunit-apart-
ment density feels earthquake-
ready.

I wonder whether this in-
between reality of our burb
explains our relationship. After we
gossip for 40 minutes about chil-
dren and work and college and
spouses and elderly parents (one of
hers living, both of mine dead) and
the block party we’ve never had, I
ask, “Why is it that, despite having
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lived across the street from each
other for 13 years, we're still not
good friends?”

“We may not be good friends,”
she says, “but we’re good neigh-
bors.” Through the nagging rasp of
the coffee grinder, the phrase pings
with wisdom.

“And being ‘good neighbors’
means?”

“If a neighbor needed a friend,
the neighbor would be there” I
would too. It’s indisputable.

Newhouse and I are close with-
out my knowing it, without my
having thought of closeness in just
this way. Up on the mesa, the pick-
ets of our illusional fence widen
once we admit we need each other,
once we discover the purposeful in-
between-ness of neighbors. That
feels supremely Clairemont, a pro-
found acquaintanceship we need
elevate no higher than that.

— Thomas Larson

INMPERIAL BEACH
IB? My friend Mark nailed it the
other night. We had fallen into
conversation outside Cow-A-
Bunga, the ice cream and coffee
place at the entrance to IB’s pier. It
was getting dark. You could just see
the teeth of the waves and hear
them crack as they broke. “Right
now,” he said, “this could be the old
IB. Empty beach, dusty streets, no
sidewalks, nobody to say, ‘Why’s
your dog not on a leash?’ ”

He talked about when they had
a pod of killer whales coming to
scratch their backs against the pier
legs. Or when he and his buddies

Lemonheads, Neccos, and Charms.

FALLBROOK: There’s the Book Nook or Chubby Chix, which sells retro candy:

stole down into the Tijuana River
sloughs in the half-light of dawn.
“You'd see least terns take to wing
when the tide started coming in.
The whole flock’d be white one
moment, then turn and they’d be
all black. So beautiful. They looked
like money falling out of the sky.”
He was mourning something
on the way to being lost, as if IB
itself were on the endangered
species list. And maybe he’s right.
The last rough-hewn, working-
class, Midwestern beach town on
the coast looks all primed to be

slicked up. The harbingers are the
millionaires’ houses that are start-
ing to block off IB’s oceanfront.
How long before real money falls
from the sky and low-rent, worka-
day IB is given the eviction notice?

IB has one protector: Tijuana
River pollution. Just the thought of
icky stuff in the ocean water after
rains gives pause to La Jolla
investors.

But that’s IB. It’s on the edge.

To understand IB, you’ve got to
approach it from the border. Walk
up, follow the shoreline, a time-

honored illegal immigrants’ route.
It becomes tense, unpredictable,
silent, threatening, especially
around Boca Rio, the mouth of the
Tijuana River. Folks wading across
risk their lives, from the holes and
currents and the E. coli in the water.
Add to that the sudden battering of
chopper rotors and Border Patrol
four-wheel drives swooping in, and
it can feel like a war zone.

Then, between one sand dune
and the next, the beach transforms.
Lovers wander past. Kids play.
Families picnic. The First House in
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CLAIREMONT: Our home rides a large coyoted canyon

where ocean breeze and coastal fog are as back-yard-regular

as hummingbirds and red-tailed hawks.

IMPERIAL BEACH: You’ll sit next to off-duty Customs
and Border Patrol guys, nurses, teachers, actors,
trailer-park retirees, long-bearded musicians, eccentrics,

and even the odd millionaire.

America appears, a condo thrusting
toward the beach. It’s the southern-
most finger of IB, reaching down
between the sloughs and the ocean.
This place, IB, you realize, is a fron-
tier town.

And you find the frontier peo-
ple in Ye Olde Plank. It’s been here
on the beach since 1886. Sundays,
the Plank crowd is a slice of real
IBithans. At the horseshoe bar
you'll sit next to off-duty Customs
and Border Patrol guys, nurses,
teachers, actors, trailer-park
retirees, long-bearded musicians,
eccentrics, and even the odd mil-
lionaire. But the flavor’s set by
surfers and retired enlisted Navy,
here with spouses for Sunday
brunch. Among them, ex-
UDT/SEALS (guys who trained up
the road in Coronado but wouldn’t
live there for a million bucks) can
spin hair-raising yarns set in Asia
and Central America.

And keeping them all in order
was Babs. Sunday mornings, Babs
cooked out on the beach-deck bar-
becue. The last time I was there, she
handed me an eight-ounce steak, a
five-egg omelet, home fries, and a
Bloody Mary, all for around six
bucks. She’s just left, but the break-
fast deal continues. Al, the owner,
says he keeps the price low because
most of his customers are friends,
regulars, IB lifers. It’s a club. Their
cards, pictures, plaques cover the
walls. Their puffer fish and diver’s
helmets dangle over the bar. And
together they often do good works,
like going down to Honduras and
building a clinic, or helping each
other out with medical bills.

Of course, there’s no point in
hiding IB’s other sides. The place
has had its share of vigilantes, scam
artists, racists, and toughs. The pier
in the old days was where deals
went down. The beach was for
bonfire-keg parties that could
erupt into big, brawling fistfights.
One zonked-out girl named Suzie
appeared here and had her baby in
the women’s toilets. Later, someone
threw her off the pier into the
water, dead, murdered. It could be
a rough, tough town.

And let’s face it, planned it is
not. Palm Avenue’s the worst kind
of strip. Just a wide road with miles
of...what? Tire shops, fast-food
franchises, car-repair joints. Yet it’s
also the home of two of my favorite

places: the Scoreboard, a bar where
people rave about the once-a-
month Maine lobster dinners, and
Lydia’s Mexican eatery, where Lydia
Pimentel’s 6 children, 26 grandchil-
dren, and 44 great-grandchildren
get everybody up and dancing,
anything from line-dancing to
merengue, ranchero, quebradita,
and salsa in the evenings. ;Qué
noche! My one big regret? The
Pawn Shop has gone, retreated to
Chula Vista. Ron Krasner helped
me out of financial pickles many a
time. What started as a voyage of
fear and shame became a kind of
social occasion. They’d get to rec-
ognize the Fender Strat I brought
in. I'd even make stupid offers for
the moose on their walls. But Ron
kept me under a roof when no
bank would look my way.

The truth is, IB’s so uncool it’s
cool. Even the surfing is kind of far
out. Its secret treasure is Boca Rio.
The mouth of the Tijuana River
has always had, by legend, two
things: a wave that trips over a
bump outside the river’s entrance,
and a friendly killer whale, Broken
Fin, who’s said to have hung
around there on and off for years.
There are a lot of jokes about first-
timers spotting that bent-over fin
and paddling like hell for shore.

That’s exactly it. IB’s on the
edge, between America and no-
man’s-land. For sure, it’s mellowed.
Sand-castle-building contests have
taken over from the boozy beach
keg parties. And they’ve upgraded
the pier’s entrance with cute shops
and eateries like Cow-A-Bunga. But
that doesn’t mean the IBithans
have all been tamed.

“Want to come down to the
sloughs, tonight?” said Mark to me
that evening as we finished our ice
creams. “Got a boat. I could take
you all through. No telling what
we'll see”

— Bill Manson

ROLANDO

A sense of humanity pervades this
little community on San Diego’s
eastern fringe, a sense that beauty
matters to the souls of all men, not
just those who can afford La Jolla.
Though the name Rolando has
come to include everything
between College Avenue to the
west, El Cajon Boulevard to the
north, the city of La Mesa to the




east, and University Avenue to the
south, the original neighborhood is
the eight to ten blocks centered
around the four-way-stop intersec-
tion of Solita Avenue and Rolando
Boulevard. Stamped on the side-
walk on the southwest corner is the
name “G. R. Daley” and the date
“8-272

I don’t know if Mr. Daley built
just the sidewalks — the old style
with a strip of dirt between the
sidewalk and the street for grass or
gardens — or if he built the streets
and houses too. But the date seems
right for this area. In 1927, the
Great War had been won nine years
earlier and the stock market was
two years from crashing. While
Europe still licked its wounds,
American pride and sense of possi-
bility soared. And I imagine that
G. R. Daley and the other men who
constructed Rolando wanted to
build a neighborhood that reflected
that new sense of national joy. If so,
they succeeded.

They built ornate concrete gas
lamps to illuminate the streets and
sidewalks at night. They planted
trees along the avenues to green up
the neighborhood by day. As you
enter from the north on Rolando
Boulevard, towering silk oak trees
90 feet tall line both sides of the
road. The men made the streets
narrow for an intimate feel, with
gentle curves that follow the natu-
ral contours of the landscape. They
gave the streets Spanish names
such as Aragon, Serrano, and
Valencia. They built staircases that
pedestrians could use to shortcut
between streets. And they built
small but picturesque houses that a
veteran of the Great War would be
proud to come home to.

Almost all of the houses in
Rolando are less than 1500 square
feet. Those that are larger have had
additions that mar the quaint sym-
metry Mr. Daley and his cohorts
crafted so carefully. They sit cen-
tered on modest-sized lots, evenly
spaced from each other. Styles
include Cape Cod, Spanish Colo-
nial, French cottage, and a sort of
Mediterranean bungalow. Smooth,
hand-troweled exteriors are the
rule, as opposed to rough, sprayed-
on stucco. The houses are on raised
foundations, not concrete slabs,
and have hardwood floors and
wood-framed windows. Even

today, the houses look fresh and
inviting.

The pride that was put into
building Rolando lives on today in
its residents. Though you see few
gardeners’ trucks parked at the
curb, you see well-maintained gar-
dens. Some are spectacular. I can
think of only one house that has
fallen into serious disrepair. On a
recent tour through the neighbor-
hood I saw a single “For Sale” sign.
It’s a place people don’t want to
leave.

— Ernie Grimm

PACIFIC BEACH

Once or twice a year, I try to walk
all of Garnet Avenue between Mis-
sion Boulevard and Ingraham. I
like to do it on the Saturday in early
May when the PB Block Party is in
full swing. Strolling down Garnet
when it’s closed to cars and swollen
with throngs of young men and
women dressed in skimpy clothing
who’ve gone through hell to find a
parking space, I feel smug. I live a
mile north of Crystal Pier, so I can
walk or bicycle. I never have to
worry about parking.

My complacency is fleeting. I
moved to Pacific Beach in 1974, a
20-year-old from Chicago. Apart-
ment-hunting, I'd been charmed
by the bejeweled street names: Dia-
mond, Tourmaline, Sapphire,
Emerald, Felspar, Opal. No neigh-
borhood I'd ever known in the
Midwest had names like that.
Behind the Vons, my husband and I
found a large two-bedroom unit
where the rent was $185 a month.
Some evenings we walked toward
the beach on Diamond, returning
along Garnet. Almost all the shops
were closed at night back then. We
passed few other pedestrians.

I don’t remember what year
the changes began. At some point, a
rock-and-roll club called Mom’s
opened across Garnet from the
New Seed. Diego’s, a huge Mexican
restaurant and nightclub, started
drawing crowds near the pier, and a
comedy club appeared. My hus-
band and I joked that Garnet
Avenue was turning into the Boule-
vard Saint-Michel of San Diego.
But we weren’t paying much atten-
tion to Garnet. We’d had our first
baby and had moved from the
apartment into a house near Bird
Rock Elementary.

ROLANDO: Iimagine that G. R. Daley and the other men

who constructed Rolando wanted to build a neighborhood

that reflected that new sense of national joy.

PACIFIC BEACH: So many boutiques have opened
that girls now arrive in packs to spend their afternoons

trolling for fashion finds.
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We still shopped at
the Vons out of habit.
But years passed before
we walked the avenue
again. We knew, of
course, that the Walker
Scott at Garnet and
Bayard had closed, as
had Susan’s Toys and
the See’s candy outlet.
We’d noticed that the
Wherehouse and Café
Crema and Zanzibar
had moved in. Only on
foot, however, did we
realize how many sushi
joints (seven) have
opened. At an equal
number of storefronts,
you can get a tattoo or
have your navel pierced.
So many boutiques have
opened that girls now
arrive in packs to spend
their afternoons trolling
for fashion finds. At
night, the clatter of cut-
lery and conversation
spills out from restau-
rants and bars to fill the
street.

My timing seems
off. When I was 20, PB
was filled with middle-
aged people whose kids

would soon be leaving
home. Now I’ve turned
into one of them, and
PB is full of 20-
somethings.

I’'m not moving.
When I go west on Gar-
net past Mission Boule-
vard, when I walk out
onto Crystal Pier and go
beyond all the cottages,
I find the same men and
boys who were fishing
there in 1974. The
ocean is still limitless. It
still smells like salt and
sea creatures, and it still
makes PB cooler and
gloomier than most of
San Diego County.
Thirty years from now,
that part of my neigh-
borhood won’t have
changed.

— Jeannette De Wyze

NORMAL HEIGHTS
Before the newlyweds
across the street went
on their honeymoon,
they asked me to keep
an eye on their house.
Yesterday, a neighbor
two doors down, an
elderly Mexican

woman, brought me a
big bowl of chicken
soup. In the fall, I know
that another neighbor
will leave sacks of per-
simmons by my front
door. I know that my
neighbor across the
street is depressed
because the company he
works for has filed for
bankruptcy. I know that
his next-door neigh-
bor’s 15-year-old
daughter has started
taking insulin.

The lots in Normal
Heights are small.
Clearances between
buildings are narrow.
Our streets are narrow.

Normal Heights

This intimacy was com-
pounded during the
1960s and 1970s when
many of the single-fam-
ily homes were demol-
ished to make way for
high-density apartment
buildings. Sixteen peo-
ple, for example, live to
my immediate right. A
family of five to my left.
We can hear each other
laugh, cough, sneeze,
and weep. Without
really wanting to, we
share in each other’s
lives.

Eighteen different
languages are spoken at
Adams Elementary. In
the late afternoon while
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I water my lawn, [ watch
Eritrean women pass by
in their long white cot-
ton shawls. The Cambo-
dians who live across
the alley have an elabo-
rate setup of plastic
wading pools in which
they grow Ipomoea
aquatica, or water
spinach. At North Park
Produce, a store three
blocks away, I shop
beside veiled women,
turbaned men, and peo-
ple wearing national
dress I can’t identify.
There are a number of
idle young African-
American men who live
on my block. They flirt
with gang activity. They
sell a little weed on the
side. They always smile
and address me with
formality, “Good morn-
ing, sir”

It’s not quite
heaven. A few weeks
ago, late at night, Mexi-
can teens gathered
across the street, rap
blaring from their car
stereos. I stood on my
porch and hollered,

“Excuse me, but the
judgmental white peo-
ple in this neighbor-
hood are trying to get
some sleep!” They
looked at me. They
looked at each other.
They laughed. They
dispersed.

We judgmental
white people are grow-
ing in number here. The
small house I bought
two years ago has dou-
bled in value. A block or
so away on Meade
Avenue, the owners of a
two-bedroom, one-
bath, 800-square-foot
home have put it on the
market for $410,000.
Rents have also
increased. Over at the
Normal Heights Com-
munity Planning Com-
mittee, well-intentioned
activists fret that hous-
ing costs are driving
immigrants and other
low-income minorities
from the neighborhood.
Most of us, I think,
would like to preserve
the diversity we enjoy
and admire. We’re not
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sure if it’s possible to
maintain it.

I like to walk at
night and think. I know
by heart almost all the
streets between Adams
Avenue and El Cajon
Boulevard, between I-
805 and 15. I know
which homes have pit
bulls or rottweilers. I
know which homes are
prone to domestic dis-
putes. I know which
homes are strangely
silent. I always feel safe.
On almost every block I
know someone by
name.

— Abe Opincar

NNISSION VALLEY
It’s a difficult thing for a
man to admit, but ’'m
going to have to come
clean: ’'m an unadven-
turous person. It’s
unfashionable, non-PC,
and virtually ensures
the end of any social life
I might have, but it’s
time for me to admit it.

I'm dull.

I'm one of those
people who love to eat

in chain restaurants,
who shop at big-box
retailers, who get
excited when a new out-
let mall opens. I can ooh
and aah over a review of
a daring new Brazilian-
Thai fusion restaurant

Mission Valley

while 'm eating at KFC,
and I've been known to
check out online sam-
ples of hot new goth
bands right before
ordering the new Celine
Dion CD.

So it’s only natural
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that ’'m drawn to Mis-
sion Valley.

If you placed all the
malls and chain stores
in the world end to
end...but, hell, they
already have, haven’t
they? Restaurants, bars,
clothing stores, multi-
multiplexes, all of them
nationally known, with
convenient parking,
strewn along Friars
Road like hookers lined
up in front of a Navy
base. I spent today run-
ning from mall to mall,
from Fenton Market-
place to Rio Vista Cen-
ter to Park in the Valley
to Mission Valley Center

Southeast San Diego

to Mission Valley West
to Fashion Valley. 'm
exhausted but high, as if
I just ran the Rock ’n’
Roll Marathon.

I'm not the only
one. Based on the ever-
present traffic, with
more and more condos
being built (and what
are condos but the
chain-store version of
home ownership?),
there’s a whole popula-
tion out there who not
only worships at the
shrine but wants to live
next door.

Mission Valley dur-
ing the day is for ama-
teurs, though. Hit Ben-
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nigan’s or In Cahoots
on a Friday night, say
seven-thirty, and you’ll
see the valley at its
wildest. Both Caminos
Del Rio are packed,
every parking lot is full,
and every restaurant
and bar has a line out
the door. And for what?
The same restaurants
and bars are duplicated
all over town. Why
here?

It’s the mating rit-
ual of the urban hetero-
sexual. Not a game |
play, for assorted rea-
sons, but certainly a
popular one. You might
not have to wait for a
table at the T.G.I. Fri-
day’s in Rancho San
Diego, but there won’t
be as many cute singles
at the next table to flirt
with either. There are
enough happy hours in
the valley to keep every
man, woman, and child
in San Diego County
ecstatic for life.

In his 1991 book
Edge City, Joel Garreau
described places like
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Mission Valley as the
cities of the future:
urban/suburban
hybrids where people
live, work, and play, all
of them designed to
resemble malls (even
the condos look like
shopping centers), every
inch connected by wide,
crowded roads. Be hon-
est — does anyone take
the trolley into Mission
Valley? Garreau’s vision
of the future was bleak,
a picture of identical
urban sprawl from coast
to coast. And Mission
Valley fits that
description.

So what? I say.
Bring it on! Pave every
freakin’ inch! I'm not
the only one who feels
this way, or else it would
have failed years ago.
Let the hipsters go to
Hillcrest or Del Mar;
Mission Valley is ours.
It’s safe, predictable, and
comfortable, and you

Imperial and Euclid at
night, and a few streets
where I know drug
dealing and gang activ-
ity occur. Theft is also a
moderate concern. I
almost learned this the
hard way when I nearly
had my backpack stolen
at Martin Luther King
Park by a small, inno-
cent-looking woman
who was pushing a
stroller and walking her
young son. This made
me realize that I can
never be too careful.
Despite the back-
pack incident, Martin
Luther King Park is my
favorite, and that’s
where the diversity of
the area can be seen
firsthand. It is not
unusual to see Laotians,
Mexicans, African-
Americans, and Fil-
ipinos playing basket-
ball in the recreation
center, hitting tennis
balls to each other on

LA JOLLA: Some bloated examples of

third-rate modern architecture up on the

hill scream to be noticed.

know exactly what
you’re going to find
wherever you go. Hey,
no one goes to McDon-
ald’s for the taste of the
food; we go because TV
commercials tell us to.

Mission Valley is
one big McDonald’s —
supersized. Now excuse
me while I line up for
my Happy Meal.

— Patrick Brassell

SOUTHEAST

SAN DIEGO

Although on any given
day I don’t usually come
in contact with gangs,
violence, or drugs, sub-
consciously I am aware
that they are near, and I
think that most people
in Southeast San Diego
are conscious of that
fact. I still feel safe in the
neighborhood though,
because I know that as
long as you mind your
own business, you're
fine. However, I try to
avoid some places, such
as the intersection of

the tennis courts, bat-
ting on the baseball
fields, or swimming
with each other in the
pool.

It dawned on me
just how diverse the
area is the other day
while I was riding the
trolley. I saw a mother
speaking Spanish to her
kids, I saw two elderly
women laughing and
speaking Lao (I think),
and of course there were
people speaking
English. In fact, many of
my friends from my
high school are from the
Philippines, Mexico,
and Eritrea.

Southeast San
Diego may have some
common inner-city
problems, but I still feel
a sense of community
from the majority of the
law-abiding citizens in
the area. 'm glad to see
the area being rebuilt
and restored, which
started with the Mal-
colm X Library a few
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years ago and now
includes the new Ele-
mentary Institute of
Science. More projects
like these will continue
to improve and help
solve the problems that
plague our
neighborhood.

— Brian Lawless

LA JOLLA

Which La Jolla? Old La
Jolla or New La Jolla?
The distinction is
chronological, but also a
matter of attitude. You
can see the contrast
along a few yards of
Girard Avenue, in what
used to be fondly called
“the Village.” D.G. Wills’
bookstore is Old L],
crowded, disorderly,
friendly, and host to a
gang of the owner’s
buddies who watch
Monday night football
there. The Pannikin,
next door, has a charm-
ing shabbiness and an
atmosphere of casual
amateurism, along with
coffee to dwell over at
the outside tables. But
then comes the cold,
spotless Ferrari store,
often proudly empty,
but occasionally visited
by sleek thirtysome-
things who themselves
look like Ferraris. That
is New LJ.

The town’s architec-
ture shows the same
division. Old L] boasts a
few beautiful buildings
by Cliff May, William
Templeton Johnson,
and — along a glorious
stretch of Prospect
Street — Irving Gill.
And there also remain
some simple, perfectly
proportioned cottages
in the old-fashioned
taste, although every
day another one is
smashed to bits by New
LJ. New L] means over-
sized mansions: Roman
villas, medieval
fortresses, Spanish
haciendas, French
chateaux, faux-Tudor
country houses, preten-
tious dwellings by
which the reigning plu-
tocracy proclaims its
right of descent from
the ruling classes of ear-
lier centuries. Some



bloated examples of
third-rate modern
architecture up on the
hill scream to be
noticed, while everyone
passes by an occasional
masterpiece by Dave
Lorimer. Public build-
ings have been blighted
in the same way. The
most notorious example
is the La Jolla Museum
of Contemptible Art.
Desiring to make the
building’s exterior as
ridiculous as the collec-
tion inside, the museum
paid postmodernist
Robert Venturi to trans-
form the once-hand-
some fagade into a
squat parody of the Gill
structures across the
street. New L] rejoiced.
We can’t go without
mentioning Newest La
Jolla. This is the cre-
ation of real estate spec-
ulators, filling every
available inch with drab,
chintzy, identical town-
houses and indepen-

rounded by fabulous
prospects of coastline,
mountains, endless sub-
urbs, and the sweet blue
California sky, stands
the Cross. For the sake
of this dominating
object, the government
of San Diego has spent a
lot of taxpayers’ money
to support its claim
that, first, the Cross is
not a Christian symbol
but a war memorial, a
historical monument,
heritage (like the Con-
federate flag in Geor-
gia), or an abstract
design; and, second,
that in selling a minus-
cule patch of city prop-
erty at the foot of the
historical monument to
a carefully selected pri-
vate group guaranteed
to maintainitasa
Cross, the city has
wiped its hands clean of
any establishment of
religion. Every court has
laughed these argu-
ments to scorn.

DEL DIOS: Neighbors began recounting

Hodgee sightings around the bar at the Del

Dios Country Store.

dent-dwelling stacked
units (they used to be
called apartment
houses). The builders
profit, while the com-
munity becomes more
hectic and more anony-
mous, with traffic in
and out regularly clot-
ted to a standstill.

La Jolla is a shore-
line and a mountain.
Not a big mountain —
only 822 feet of it, far
shorter than the Empire
State Building — but it
is a lush beauty spot, the
higher the lusher. There
isn’t much solitude left,
for Mount Soledad has
been built over from all
directions. But on the
side overlooking the
Pacific, the narrow,
winding streets, the
thick foliage, the estates
hidden behind elaborate
grills, and the ever more
stupendous views make
a trip up the mountain
an inspiring experience.

At the very top, sur-

We should not for-
get, though, that the
Cross firmly belongs to
Old La Jolla. It comes
from the era during
which there was a gen-
tleman’s agreement
among realtors and
property owners not to
sell to people belonging
to the wrong religion
(and, of course, the
wrong race). Like every-
thing in America, Old
La Jolla had its pro-
found moral defects
too.

— Jonathan Saville

DEL DIOS

No one’s seen Hodgee
lately. Some hoped that
as Lake Hodges disap-
peared, the monster
would have fewer places
to hide. That one day
they’d be watching the
sunrise from their quiet
porches and suddenly
catch a glimpse of a
dark, lizardish hump —
snaky Hodgee undulat-
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ing through the water.
At least it would provide
something fun to talk
about at the next town
meeting or fire-station
pancake breakfast. A
Hodgee sighting would
be a welcome break
from the stress of deal-
ing with the county
water authority, build-
ing codes, lake-draining
drought, arson fires,

NI313 30 A8 HdV¥DOLOHd

ing curves up on Del
Dios Highway and tum-
bling into their back
yards. And the newest
influx of commuters

who prefer $2 million
North County clone
houses with a Rancho
Santa Fe address on a
sterile golf course to
70-year-old fishing cot-
tages under hundred-
year-old oaks. But now

Hodgee’s still nowhere
to be seen. Maybe he’s
just had enough and
moved on.

Every lake needs its
own secretive monster,
but Hodgee took his
time making an appear-
ance. About 1918, a
year-round stream, a
growing population,
and a need for water
begat the Lake Hodges
Dam. The dam begat
the lake, which of

N311V 3AVA A8 HdV¥DOLOHd

Del Dios

course attracted fisher-
men. The town of Del
Dios (population in the
mid-hundreds) began
as a cluster of getaway
cottages for San Diego
anglers. Off the beaten
path. A hamlet you

Ocean Beach

wouldn’t know was
there unless someone
told you. Eventually
weekenders became
year-rounders. Poets,
authors, artists, lawyers,
retirees, die-hard hip-

pies who maybe fished,
maybe not.

Hodgee surfaced in

the 1970s with a sight-
ing report in a local

newsletter. The commu-

nity welcomed the

amphibian; neighbors
began recounting
Hodgee sightings
around the bar at the
Del Dios Country Store.
Disappearing cattle and
hay bales were sure
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signs Hodgee had been
around. For a TV inter-
view, locals rigged up a
compressor and air hose
to create bubbles in the
lake. On camera, they
pointed to the bubbles
and told the reporter
that was where Hodgee
usually slept. And if you
don’t believe in Hodgee,
then you need to see his
website.

It’s not clear exactly
who posted hodgee.com.
Some outfit called the
Lake Hodges Scientific
Research Center, which
traces Hodgee’s pedi-
gree back to local
Indian legends. Of
course you'll find the
obligatory grainy pho-
tographs, unattributed
quotes from highly
placed sources, secret
scientific investigations,
and hush-hush attempts
by government officials

to poison the lake fish
and Hodgee with them.
So the monster lives on
in the digital age.
Though it’s still green,
shady, secluded, these
days you can’t miss Del
Dios. Blaring yellow
signs on Del Dios High-
way warn frustrated
commuters that they
can’t turn left, can’t roar
down the hill and use
dreamy, bucolic Lake
Drive and Del Dios as a
speedway shortcut
home. Traffic backs up
from Via Rancho Park-
way to Rancho Santa Fe.
The county water
authority is about to
burrow under the town
with a huge pipeline
from yet another new
dam — because the
population is growing,
because we need water.
It’s time for Hodgee to
visit again. The commu-

nity could use the
encouragement.
— Linda Nevin

OCEAN BEACH

I’ll take the charming
anachronism over the
“in thing” any day. Just
give me the Flat Earth
Society, Elizabethan
countesses surfing the
Internet, and long-

sheep, and my favorite
fashion’s the ugly duck-
ling. I want my pegs
squared and my jewels
to shine from roughs. I
like my beauty difficult,
on the principle that
easy pleasures are for the
intolerant. And when I
see where America’s
headed today, ’'m com-
pelled to post some cau-

OCEAN BEACH: If San Diego were the

Beatles, then OB’d be George Harrison.

haired hippies on Wall
Street. Grant me
Kodachromes and uni-
corns, abaci and handset
phones, any obsolete
history reawakened and
made contemporary.
I'm a fan of the
enclave and a champion
of the underdog; my
favorite color is black

tionary notices: “Open
up, fearful country, and
embrace your
differences!”

Some of San Diego
is undeniably slouching
off into the Sad, Great
Homogenization, but
some of SD’s retro, some
of it’s rich, and some is
“alternative.” In short,

we San Diegans have
still got options. And
option number one, the
angel of my apprecia-
tion, the element that
bucks convention, San
Diego’s last true neigh-
borhood and earthly
connection, indeed, the
soul of this good place,
is Ocean Beach. If SD
were the Beatles, then
OB’d be George Harri-
son. In a garden, OB’s
the flower you didn’t
plant yourself, but you
keep it when it pops up,
the indigenous part, like
a floral surprise among
the vegetables.

I will tell you a para-
ble about Ocean Beach,
from an event that actu-
ally happened to me,
one recent afternoon, a
sunny midsummer Sat-
urday in this summer
community, when the
beaches were almost full.

Ocean Beach bustled,
lunchtime, people going,
bright sandal-traffic,
motorcycle-traffic,
music from the board-
walk and Newport
Avenue, the smells of
ocean and asphalt and
Hodad’s and beer.

A late arriver,
attempting to park, I
found myself winding
farther and farther from
the choicest spots, far
from the beach. It was a
long time before I came
upon a space big enough
for me, fronting an
abandoned building, but
an elderly woman was
standing in the lines,
wearing a darkly flow-
ered housedress and
staring at the ground.

I honked once,
politely, inching closer
to the old woman and
the spot. I smiled. But
her face was furious, a

Everything For Christmas!
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Villages, Nativities, Nutcrackers,
Smokers, Dolls, Ornament Stands,
Musicals, Animation, Gifts

Interstate 5 at Seaworld Drive
1212 Knoxville Street San Diego CA 92110

619.275.1006 www.CityLightsCollectibles.com
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FREE CASE e 256 MB, 20 GB
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® 2.1 XGA
any laptop
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599
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& Sale »

® Celeron 1.2 GHz

Only 4.2
pounds!
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FREE -
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FREE! |
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$6 99 voice mail and free adivati/on.

2 YEARS' FREE VOICE MAIL ON ANY ACTIVATION!

ONE YEAR PAGER SERVICE FOR
Includes pa§er free

S 99 activation, 2 years’ free voice mail and 10
minutes’ free long distance every month.

Oneofthe smallest pagers! = 20 memories = 10 musical alerts
All prices include activation, two months’ free service, two years’ free voice mail, unlimited
paging, and Southern California, Phoenix and Las Vegas coverage. Some restrictions apply.
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PAGE ME
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map of crossing wrin-
kles, and her voice
hissed at me suddenly.
“I'm a vehicle too! I get
to be here just as much
asyou!”

And they all get to
be here; yes, in Ocean
Beach, we can all belong,
amassing our distinctive
details (remembering
that God is in the
details). Because where
else in San Diego can so
many characteristic
details discover a home?
The longest pier on the
West Coast, bright and
tiny bungalows set side-
by-side in rows, No Star-
bucks!, No Gold’s Gym!,
Dog Beach, feral cats,
cheap rent, booming
jets, Sunset Cliffs, the
end of the 8, men with
facial hair, women with
body hair, multiple
piercings, VW campers,
tattoos, bare feet, mom-
and-pop, Deadheads,
dreadlocks, activists,
OBecians, transients,
liberals, vegetarians,
psychedelics, artists, bik-
ers, backpackers, slack-
ers, sunbathers, food
vendors, crunchy gra-

Grudgingly, you finally
buy one — not to read,
but to carry around,
hoping the annoyance
will decrease. Now that
you've ditched the high
schoolers, your atten-
tion focuses on staying
close to whomever you

came with amidst the
sea of bodies. As you
circle the stadium, a
plethora of smells
approaches your nos-
trils, from cow dung
and dirt to delicious
barbecue. The bright
midday sun temporarily

4925 EL CAJON BLVD. ¢ SAN DIEGO
(corner of El Cajon Blvd. & 49th Street)

(619)582-5580/5577
MON.-SAT. 9 AM-7 PM

Credit Hotline: 619-582-8155

GOOD

FLIP-DOWN
MONITOR
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7”FLIP-DOWN
MONITOR
&DVD
PACKAGE
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blinds you, helping you
realize you haven’t
applied nearly enough
sunscreen. You can hear
the announcer over the
intercom from three
streets away: the pro-
ceedings are about to
commence. The cow-

boys enter the arena,
some to take on bulls
ten times their size,
some just to make the
audience laugh. Saddle
up your horses and
tighten your belt buck-
les — you’re at the
Lakeside Rodeo!

Huge crowds gather
for this April weekend
to see steers wrestled,
broncs ridden, and cow-
boys trampled. You
can’t live in Lakeside
long without attending,
and stories of gorings
and top performances
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fill the streets like urban
legends.

Due largely to the
publicity from the
rodeo, Lakeside has a
reputation of being just
another old-fashioned
country town inhabited
by a bunch of tobacco-
chewing, horse-riding,
“sheep-luvin’ ” hicks,
not to mention being
racist, perverted, and
generally ignorant. But
although the rodeo

NE'GHBORHOOD'ESTM represent.

your neighborhood. your favorite hoodie. together at last.

Dr. Nick Selby, O.D.

Freshlook:

COLOR SAME AS CLEA
*192°

Lakeside

might be the town’s
main attraction, Lake-
side has more to offer.

The majority of
Lakeside’s large Catholic
population gathers reg-
ularly at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church,
two blocks from El Cap-
itan High School.
Within a 200-yard
radius of the sanctuary
you can find yourself at
Mapleview Baptist or
the Church of Jesus
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n kit. Sphe

Christ of Latter-Day
Saints. Every year the
men from about 15
churches, from many

escription, f;
rical soft .,
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*Includes $10 manufacturer’s rebate.
While supplies last.

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY

1-800-298-3937

9516 MIRAMAR ROAD « OFF I-15 AT MIRAMAR ROAD

Little Italy

denominations, gather
for the Steak-Out,
where they can share
fellowship, eat good

NI3T) 301 A8 HdVYDOLOHd

meat, and be men. Frag-
ments of plastic knives
often go flying as overly
zealous (or overly mus-
cular) gentlemen try to
cut through their steaks
only to find the knives
too flimsy. The plastic
tablecloth and squeaky
folding chairs don’t
deter them. A bundle of
volunteers helps to keep
the food hot and tasty,
the music sharp and
melodious, the message

San Marcos

sharp and inspirational.
Lakeside is more than
just “Cow Pie High” and
the rodeo. These men,
along with their fami-
lies, are out to make
their community a bet-
ter place.

— Greg Finley

LITTLE ITALY

Date & India

Friday night
Tight-jeaned girl

pays attendant, strolls

You don’t need to go to Arizona!

AL

For Your Way
of Living -
Southwest
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v v v
Southwest Turniture
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(858) 6899933

GETTING BACK

IN SHAPE

THIS NEW YEAR?
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Closed January 1-3
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Visit our website at:
www. personaactive.com

Great Workout Wear!
Super Low Prices!

We have tank tops, shorts, pants, and track suits for
yoga, gym, spa and weekend wear.

Easy to get fo with lots of parking.
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sideways, spots her pal.
Redhead descends from
SUYV, looks back to lock
(beep-beep), and long-
legs a diagonal to
Princess Pub’s pint-
swilling lads, who pos-
ture by stools and
crowd under awnings. A

Church bells signal
and the parking lot’s
full. Our Lady of the
Rosary spills its
contents — confections
of white wedding gown
and rose-petaled brides-
maid — down steps and
onto street, where red-

vested weekday workers
sweep the asphalt clean.
Children shriek. Moth-
ers shush. Fathers shake
hands.

Will the day’s
brightness seem garish
for that afternoon’s
funeral? Or will the

black suit-and-ties and
dark, somber dresses
just seem chic in
contrast?

— Sue Greenberg

SAN MMARCOS
Looking for a represen-
tative cross-section of

San Marcos residents?
Try the 24 Hour Fitness
in the Vons center at
San Marcos Boulevard
and Rancho Santa Fe
Road any weekday
morning around 6:30.
As you walk through
the automatic doors,

you'll see the early-20-
something Front Desk
Girl hauling out the
racks of spandex work-
out gear (20% Offl), her
long blond hair pulled
back in a ponytail. You
can almost see the bub-
ble above Front Desk

lone drinker — he’s a
regular — stares and
sips. Curbside tables fill;
patrons pour past
wrought-iron railing.
Talk climbs to tones that
make tomorrow’s sore
throats.

ILY HOLIDAY SPECIAL!

Triple Savings only at 999 Cellular!

Free Phone + No Sales Tax! + 292 Cellular will pay your
(After Rebate) (Best Deal In Town) activation fee & sales tax!

All Phones Include: FREE Leather Case * FREE Car Charger * FREE Hands-Free Set

Two Phones

Columbia & Fir
Monday lunchtime

A bird’s-eye view
from an airliner’s belly:
it could be bugs. The
trail of hardhats winds
around scaffolding’s

Q.
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Hurry!

* Direct mMode

undoing. Plastic sheets Spec ial 200 A 200 ' Access Supply
wave in the breeze, a Of the _200 .ot 200 i s i * Color Display limited.
toss-away curtain Week! sn 50 ‘HighSpeed Web  First 10
revealing the prize: just- CELLULAR o No charge o No charge customers
painted walls — faded only!
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Choose Any Two bioné_s!

Z ~Share Your~ ~ Add a 3rd or 4th
“_Minutes! Line for only *9*
$ 99!
per month
‘49” per month

terra-cotta, milk-
whipped eggs, bur-
nished leather — multi-
stories of new stucco
made to look Old
World. Seven white T-
shirts wait for passing
traffic, cross on the

CENTERS

NO

SALES

(Sony Ericsson T616 ) N SIEMENS M56

green light toward the =M A Includes; ™ 2momhs  starting the 4th month :
food truck, laugh over 2-year contract only. . ) . : f:ll)Ti:l"S':'OY

: . ¢ Built-in Digital Camera * 850 Anytlme Minutes « Polyphonic Sound!
their shoulders, slap * Bluetooth + 1000 Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
dust off their hands * Dedicated mMode L. i Two Phones
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India at Date & Fir = $B50 MailinRebare = $50 Maiin Rebate

=3$200 Instant Store Rebate
=3300 Mail-In Rebate

$ * No charge
after mail-in —
rebate he

Saturday afternoon
Tourists gamble on
the best bet: lines at Fil-
ippi’s shout family; cou-
ples next door say
“Table for two”; across
the street, four-tops,
two umbrellas, more
strolling, much staring.
All menus speak
Italian, but the real lan-
guage is gesture. Wait-
ing lists of the weary on
the sidewalk’s double-
width lean on cement
benches, pizza box aloft,
admire hues of remain-

so* :'Ilourge! so "““‘99'

Make $50 on each phone

DEAL

IN SAN
DIEGO!

999 CELLULAR WILL PAY
YOUR SALES TAX!

\L.f””f A

in your own
TDMA p one and renew
your conl'raci', KEEP your —
same number, and get a '
new GSM Motorola T721 at __?’
NO CHARGE!

. |
N 300 Regular Price * Color Screen ]
= %175 Instant Store Rebate o Real Musical ‘i |
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| Text Messaging | =
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¢ Vivid Color Display

* Hands-Free
Speakerphone!

¢ Pre-Installed Games!
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Wireless
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ing views, scoop gelato. Mira Mesa
The bay’s sightlines 9017 Mira Mesa Boulevard * 250 Anytime Minutes * 600 Anytime Minutes * 1200 Anytime Minutes
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Four stories, five stories:
« - cl } * Nationwide Long Distance | * Nationwide Long Distance | ® Nationwide Long Distance
-howhigh the airemon Included Included Included
moon?” Sinatra sings Kearny Mesa
9353 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard +Phone supply limited; buy two Sony Ericsson T616 phones, activate them on a new milife family plan with a 2-year service agreement and receive a $300 mail-in rebate. *Limited time offer; call for details. All phones with a mail-in

from a signpost.

rebate require a two-year contract. All phone prices apply to plans $39.99 and above. Requires credit approval, $36 activation fee, a cancellation fee of $175 and a digital multi-network phone. Requires activation on a one- or two-year
contract. May not be available in all areas. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to any other month and
must be used in the Home Calling Area. Roaming, additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes apply. Coverage available in most areas. Equipment prices are for new customers. Subject to terms of wireless
service agreement and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. Prices subject to change. Some restrictions may apply. Phones in ad are for new customers and new contracts only. The majority of your airtime usage
must be on AT&T Wireless Network to be eligible for service. **After first 3 months, plan includes 600 Anytime Minutes per month. ***To qualify to receive a Motorola T721 at no charge, the AT&T Wireless TDMA phone customer
must be within the last three months on their contract end or their contract is completed. Valid only with a qualifying AT&T Wireless plan $39.95 or above and with a 2-year contract.

858.569.7979

Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-6 pm

Columbia & Date Saturday 11 am-6 pm

Sunday morning
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Girl’s head: “Work out
here and you’ll look like
me.”

Just beyond the
glass partition, standing
beside the weight
machines, Trainer Man
meets his first client of
the day. Trainer Man:
mid-50s, receding hair-
line, firefighter mus-
tache. He doesn’t look
like Ahnold, but he’s
toned and trim in his
baggy black workout
shorts and white T-
shirt. Trainer Man
makes small talk with
Overdressed Senior Cit-
izen Lady. The sun’s not
even up, and she’s in full
makeup regalia, white
hair teased to within an
inch of its long life.
Overdressed Senior Cit-
izen Lady wears a soft
pink French terry work-
out suit. A matching
pink bow perches in her

hair. Her manicured
fingernails are exactly
the same shade.

Past the weight
machines, in the inner
sanctum, the free-
weight room, you'll find
Popeye. Popeye is tall,
his red hair swept up in
a semi-pompadour. In
his black sweatpants
and sleeveless black T-
shirt, Popeye grunts and
sweats and trades stories
with the other early-
morning weightlifters.
He lifts impossibly large
stacks of weights. His
massive biceps ripple
underneath his shoul-
der tattoo as he says, “I
woke the baby up this
morning so I could play
with him before I left
the house.” Something
tells me Olive Oyl
wasn’t too pleased.

In the cardio room,
rows of treadmills and

Thank You For
Your Patronage

a5 by
P Do,

Fine Jewelry Design « Restyling « Repair « Stones

4857 Mewport Ave. * Deean Beach « 619-225-1137

elliptical machines and
stair climbers face the
window. In the front
row, Fatty and Skinny
pump their arms and
legs side by side. House-
wives who talk inces-
santly about their kids
and husbands, Fatty and
Skinny seem more con-

out pants and a green
striped V-necked shirt,
probably purchased in
the Plus Size depart-
ment at Wal-Mart.
Behind Fatty and
Skinny, Heart Attack
Man flails away on a
treadmill. Clutching the
front of the machine

MISSION HILLS: Every newlywed couple

should have such a love nest: oodles of style,

worn around the edges, reasonable rent.

cerned with working
their jaws than their
muscles. Blond and
petite in powder blue
capris and a white T-
shirt, Skinny looks as if
she might fit comfort-
ably in a child’s windup
music box. Brunette
Fatty sweats away in
black side-striped work-

with a deathlike grip,
Heart Attack Man
chews gum or talks to
himself while running.
His chest heaves. Sweat
flies off his body. He
seems ready at any
moment to collapse in a
heap and be hurled
backward off the
machine. When Heart
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Attack Man’s breathing
grows especially
labored, Fatty turns to
Skinny. “Call 911,” she
whispers.

— Leslie Ryland

SOUTH

NNISSION HILLS

First the guy was dead,
and then he was not, a
significant detail that
changed during the
telling of the story. But
dead or alive, said my
neighbor Matt, there
was a body in the vacant
lot by the crack house
down the street. The
police were already
there. The trash-strewn
lot was Matt’s dog’s toi-
let, hence the reason he
was in the weeds at first
light. Blame it on the
dog. “The cops said it
was like a gang thing or
something,” Matt said,
none too happy about

his discovery. “They said
the dude got stabbed,
like, by a rival gang or
some shit, and left to
die”

Reynard Way starts
out as Goldfinch. It cuts
down through a white
clay canyon in South
Mission Hills and even-
tually succumbs to the
gravity of downtown
and changes names
again to State Street.
Reynard Way is a speed-
way five days a week, a
shortcut to the office or
the airport or the free-
way. Certain of the
neighborhood’s walls
may be owned by
gangs — taggers remind
us of this with spray
paint — but the canyon
belongs to the birds.
The racket of sparrows,
scrub jays, hawks, and
crows outside my win-
dow can hold its own
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against the city noise.
Once, when I was on
the phone with my boss,
the line went dead for a
tick, and then she
yelled, “Where the fuck
are you? The San Diego
Zoo?”

But the subculture
of South Mission Hills
is not all that obvious.
Most of my neighbors
are Hispanic. Central-
Mexico Hispanic, as my
Mexican-American
friends are quick to
point out. Somehow,
they’ve gotten a toehold
on Reynard Way, a
cheap-rent zone below
the luxe homes on the
hill. For a few blocks,
multiple families live
crammed into single
apartments. For rent
money, they work car
washes, stock drugstore
shelves, hang Sheetrock,
and wash dishes. A guy
named Pedro sells them
groceries out of his van.
At night, they blast
nortefio music and
drink beer and gather
around the dead or
dying carcasses of cars
kept alive well past their
prime with liberal use of
Armor All.

We might as well be
from different planets.
Oblivious to white cul-
ture, my Hispanic
apartment mates won’t
even make eye contact
unless I get things going
first with my hatchet
Spanish. “sQué pasa?” 1
say to my neighbor who
is putting out her trash.
I am wrestling my
infant grandson into the
car seat. “Este es mi, uh,
scomo se dice in espafiol,
uh, grandson?” I ask.

“Gran-son,” she
mouths, tasting the
word. “Abuelo.” She
smiles. Abuelo is grand-
father — that’s me.

“Si — para esto” —
I pomt to the baby —
“el nifio de, uh, de mi
hija, ssi?” He is the little
boy of my daughter,
right? I think I say this.

“Si,” she says, smil-
ing a smile so huge the
gold fillings are show-
ing. “De su hijo. Si.” She
walks back up to her
porch. Then she turns

and says, with emphasis,
“He beautiful. He berry
beautiful.”
Yes, I say. The baby,
he is beautiful.
— Dave Good

MISSION HILLS
As State Street crosses

Laurel heading north,
its name changes sud-
denly to Reynard, and a
little blue street sign
welcomes you to Mis-
sion Hills. Don’t be
fooled. This is Baja Mis-
sion Hills, like Kensing-
ton too far south of

Adams. Reynard winds
its way along a canyon
floor, carrying you past
close-set single-story
homes that share space
with small businesses
and big apartment
buildings, and there is
the tendency to look up,

to gaze upon the funk-
some, enviable cliffside
houses above, often
with decks jutting
improbably into space.
This is where I lived
for a little over a year, in
a fabulous two-bed-
room Spanish guest

house just down the
corrugated, bare cliff
from the house proper.

(Every newlywed couple

should have such a love
nest: oodles of style,
worn around the edges,
reasonable rent.) There
have been improve-
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ments of late — vinyl
windows and remodels
in the apartments, the
arrival of the Frame
Maker shop (featuring
the frames of Jerry
Solomon) across from
the 7-Eleven — but
Reynard still has the
slightly worn, oddly
developed look I
(fondly) remember.

A little beyond
where I lived, the street
climbs out of the
canyon, levels off at a
respectable elevation,
and changes its name
again (this time to
Goldfinch), as if it
needed a new identity
at this altitude. Bigger
lots, newer paint jobs,
better-tended gardens.
A few blocks more, and
you pass the Mission
Hills Shopping Center
(now home to a real
estate office, a salon, a
café, and an astonishing
antiques shop) and the
tastefully small business

SUPER DEALS
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ol %50.00 e

district before turning
left on Fort Stockton
and plunging into the
moneyed heart of the
neighborhood.

If La Jolla is our
Beverly Hills, where
ever-grander dreams
inspire ever-glassier
homes (“I need more
view! Dammit, Scotty,
you've got to give me
more view!”), then
Mission Hills is our
Pasadena. Peter Mayle,
in his book French
Lessons, writes that
France owes its “army
of outstanding chefs” to
the Revolution. When
members of the aristoc-
racy were beheaded,
they lost interest in
food, and their private
chefs were forced to
open restaurants for the
masses. This may
explain why there are
relatively few restau-
rants in Mission Hills
compared to, say, Hill-
crest, just down Wash-

40% TO 70% OFF*

We have diamond stud earrings!

Engagement Solitaines

-

LAKESIDE JEWELRY 9664 WINTER GARDENS BLVD.
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ington. Driving along
Fort Stockton, gazing at
majestic manse after
majestic manse, it’s easy
to believe that here, the
aristocracy never fell. (I
used to imagine dinner
table conversations
before the airport went
in: “Oh, Walter, it will
be such an eyesore. And
so noisy. Can’t you put
a call through to some-
body and get some-
thing done about
that?”) And even if it’s
not true, even if the
only real difference

Mission Hills

between the rich and us
is money, it is easy to
see that Mission Hills is
our best neighborhood
for housepeeking. That
is, looking at houses
simply for the pleasure
of looking at houses.
Here, the $1 mil-
lion-plus ($2 million,
$3 million...) homes
are not hidden along
hillsides or behind gates
or hedges. Here, they
stand forth proudly in
resplendent, ungaudy
grandeur, many two or
more stories, one after
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the other, a model com-
munity for the age of
the renovated home
and the personal castle.
Which is not to accuse
the neighborhood of
homogeneity; the
streets offer a fine mix
of Craftsmen, Ameri-
can stucco giants, mid-
century designer
ranches, and outright
Moderns. To see what I
mean, drive to the cor-
ner of Sunset and
Couts, site of the Ital-
ianate mansion that
gets my vote for the
finest home in Amer-
ica’s finest city, and
check out the sur-
rounding built
environment.

— Matthew Lickona

NNISSION HILLS

The wheels of my red,
slightly rusted Radio
Flyer wagon rattled as
they fought the pebbles
for a place on the path-
way. I sighed, exhaling

anxiety with every
bump, the bumps
blending into a low
hum that would grow
deeper as I loaded my
wagon with basil,
thyme, sage, succulents,
lion’s tail, and whatever
else caught my eye and
captured my attention.
Anytime I'm near
Mission Hills, instinct
and habit combine to
steer me toward the
Mission Hills
Nursery — San Diego’s
oldest, says the sign;
established in 1910.
When I shop there, I
feel more as if I'm out
for a stroll; I never feel
the tug of commerce,
just the pull of over-
flowing beauty. The
nursery is a little like a
favorite and worthwhile
book, offering the plea-
sure of the familiar and
the delight of discover-
ing something new
every time. It is my gar-
den away from my gar-
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den, with the added
bonus that I may pick
the flowers and then
plant them at home.
During my time liv-
ing in Mission Hills
(and beyond) I began to
think of the surround-
ing neighborhood sort
of like a garden, or an
exceptionally well-deco-
rated yard. For a front
lawn, the pretty space
that makes a good first
impression as you come
up from Mission Valley,
there was Presidio Park
and the brick-fashioned
Serra Cross. For the
back lawn, where kids
can run and play, I used
Mission Hills Park, with
its noble stands of euca-
lyptus and its curious
row of gravestones in
the back corner. Houses
were my judiciously
mixed flower beds.
Craftsman homes were
my African daisies, all

the street at Monet’s
Garden (since
departed); next door,
munched croissants and
strawberry crepes at A
La Frangaise. I left the
neighborhood before
Phil’s Barbecue arrived,
but now that it’s there,
my husband brings me
back on gustatory
pilgrimages.

Every garden has its
weeds — a few over-
grown ’70s-awful apart-
ment boxes, one or two
prickly office com-
plexes, a curiously
unglorious church. But
such errant growths are
easy to overlook, espe-
cially as the houses
sprout new coats of
paint in ever more
alluring combinations:
gold-green with rust
trim — amazing, it
works. Another discov-
ery, another delight,
and perhaps another

EL CAJON: “I could look out the back door

right now,” says its manager, “and see tents

and sleeping bags and coffeepots on a grassy

spot between my building and the

courthouse.”

grand and brilliant and
up-front about it but
also full of quiet details:
purple veins in an
orange petal on a daisy,
a clever alcove or over-
hang on a house. Little
Spanish gems lounged
in more rounded,
starker state, like succu-
lents or cacti. And the
modern homes were my
exotics — fancy neutral
grasses and outrageous
blooms echoed by
bleached woods and
angular glass fronts.
Certain businesses
became my useful gar-
den — lively vegetables
and herbs to make life
more delicious. Maison
en Provence remains
my favorite home store,
bold Provengal colors
jumping from the
linens and heady aro-
mas wafting from the
soaps — orange, laven-
der, sage, rosemary. Cut
flowers I bought across

item I’ll take home with
me.
— Deirdre Lickona

EL CAJON
Innocence of the 1950s
variety still draws me
once in a while to the
Grinder sandwich shop
on the corner of Second
and Greenfield in El
Cajon. Afterward, to
conjure up memories of
my father’s sudden and
unpredictable treats, |
can drive across town
for soft ice cream at one
of the few Fosters
Freezes remaining in
San Diego County. And
not long ago, after
learning of the city’s
downtown car shows on
summer Wednesday
evenings, I revisited the
hot rods I chased as a
teenager while cruising
a small-town main
drag.

But several blocks
west of the Fosters
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Freeze on El Cajon
Boulevard stands the
regional headquarters of
the Hells Angels, whose
name for one of the
hottest cities in the
county is Hell Cajon. To
the east, illusions of an
idyllic time are further
dispelled by the long
stretch of Main Street,
where the homeless and
drug-addicted can be
seen hanging out at
most any time of day or
night.

I learn that some
good-willed business
people have formed an
association to rejuve-
nate the downtown area
eastward from Main
and Magnolia Avenue,
El Cajon’s historic
ground zero, which has
begun to feature side-
walk-café-style dining.
Its brand-new restau-
rants, however, have to
share storefront space
with an old hanger-on,
F Street Books.

As squatters sud-
denly began appearing
on ranches in Cajon

Valley in the 1860s, so
tent communities of
homeless people are
likely to pop up in vari-
ous places in El Cajon
today. One did recently
behind the Gold Coast
Apartments on Ballan-
tyne Street. “I could
look out the back door
right now;,” says its man-
ager, “and see tents and
sleeping bags and cof-
feepots on a grassy spot
between my building
and the courthouse.”
There seem to be
10,000 apartments in El
Cajon; more than
houses, anyway, says a
resident who has lived
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El Cajon

in the community since
the early ’50s. In the
1980s, city hall put a
moratorium, still in
effect, on building new
apartment buildings.
But low rents, relative to
those in San Diego, have
always been a magnet to
the poor. Then some
renters can’t pay their
bills and end up on the
streets.

What to do about
the homeless is the
dominant civic issue
that divides Cajonians
(well, it beats Cajones)
these days. East County
Republicanism seems
torn between Christian
values and property val-
ues. So some citizens
favor a proposal to
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build a transitional-
housing facility for the
homeless at the Fabu-
lous 7 Motel on East
Main. But opponents
have filed a lawsuit
against it. One of their
arguments is that the
project will bring con-
victed felons into close
proximity to the area’s
children.

In front of the
Grand Bar, back toward
downtown El Cajon, a
righteous drunk fumes
to me about the transi-
tional-housing project.
Especially exercised
about the hookers who
may go there, he blurts
out, “Why don’t they
build them a whore-
house and get "em off
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Poway

the street that way?”
— Joe Deegan

POWAY
Poway: “The City in the
Country.” I was born
and raised in Poway,
and I can tell you that
the slogan has never
been accurate. At the
time of Poway’s incor-
poration in 1980, any
passer-by could spend
all day searching for a
city. By now, the coun-
try is the elusive part.
Due to its split per-
sonality of both city and
country, Poway exhibits
interesting contradic-
tions. Rusty pickup
trucks share the road
with BMWs and the
resident Ferrari. Hicks
and yuppies pick
through fresh produce
together. In addition to
a Target and a Wal-
Mart, there is a feed
store, a stable, and ran-
dom chickens. Housing
ranges from mansions
to mobile homes to the
token homeless man.
The best way to
describe Poway is in
moments — both
Kodak and daguerreo-
type. Five Christian

THE POND SOURCE

¢ Koi and Accessories for the
Do-It-Yourselfer and Contractors

* Experts in Pond Design and “Low Maintenance Filtration”

* Largest Selection of Full-Line Pond Equipment
In San Diego County Tl

2599 State Street . Located in beautgful downtown Carlsbad 760 729 4300
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churches share a short
stretch of road, their
signs declaring the righ-
teousness of each over
the others. The nostal-
gic apparition of the old
Applebee farmhouse
stands alone in a barren
field, a fading memory
of Poway as it once was.
I remember wading
through Rattlesnake
Creek in red rubber
boots, collecting rocks
and planks to build
rickety bridges, enjoying
the squelching mud,
forests of reeds, and
darting tadpoles.

Near the creek is the
Poway Valley Riders
Association arena and
stables. Poway horse-
back riders create
demand for a snaking
network of horse trails,
and their horses supply
the perpetual peppering
of droppings that adorn
so many east Poway
sidewalks. Due to rural
residential zoning, peo-
ple can keep horses in
their back yards while
leading an otherwise
suburban lifestyle
within stuccoed walls.
East Poway is domi-
nated by such people.

On the flip side, a
nearly unchecked
onslaught of tract
houses provides the
support necessary to
maintain Poway’s three
Starbucks. These houses
would be pleasant
enough, were it not for
their chillingly identical
design. My friend
Courtney remembers a
man who stayed three
minutes in her house
before realizing that he
actually lived two doors
down.

Overlooking every-
one is the land of the
very rich, consisting of
million-dollar dream
houses, tennis courts,
and automated gates.
The gates are successful
in keeping out alien
vehicles, non-fence-
climbers, and the men-
tally impaired.

Perhaps the best
illustration of the con-
tradictory nature of
Poway is its treatment
of the city mascot, the



Qindicates at least one North County
location

HEALTH & BEAUTY

@ A Doctor’s Weight Loss Clinic
$55 off initial fees

Advanced Body Care Centers
Free T-hour massage

@ Advantage Laser Aesthetic Center
350 off laser hair removal
Alexander’s Electrolysis

Free electrolysis

Anti-Aging Haven

$215 Botox w/microdermabrasion
Arena Eyeworks Optometry

Contacts - exam, 6-mo. supply $119
Jean Claude Atelier

A day in heaven $99

Aztec Tan

Free Mystic Tan

Azure Salon

$110 off hair extensions

Beauty Forever
Eyelash perm & tint $75 (reg. $90

QBella Pelle Laser Center
10% off initial treatment

Beyond Body Wraps Center
Free Collagen Body Wrap

Bliss Skincare
$10 off Brazilian bikini wax

@Bodycare
T-hour full body massage $39

Brazilia Skin Care
Brazilian bikini wax $30

California Body Day Spa
$10 off 1/2-hour massage ext.

Carlsbad Mineral Water Spa
Royal treatment spa pkg. $160

Carole & Debi Hairstylists
Free designer haircut ($45 value)

Chula Vista Spa
$10 off T-hour massage

@ Complexions, Inc.

Facial, microderm. & massage $140

Cosmetic Laser Center of La]olla
$50 off choice of services

Cosmetic Surgical Arts

Free Physician’s Choice™ package
Creative Cuts

10% off straight hair perm

@ Del Mar Plastic Surgery
Microdermabrasion, 3 for $199

Dentistry of Old Town
In-office teeth whitening $350

Dr. Jefe’s Professional Body Piercing
$5 off any piercing

East County Vein & Liposculpture Center
Microderm. series, 5 for $400

Electrolysis & Skin Care by Kate
$30 off permanent makeup

Excellence in Aesthetics
Free laser hair removal treatment

F-Max Fitness
20% off training session or pkg.

Family Dentistry

Free teeth whitening

@ General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Free dental implant consultation

®San Zen
Free waxing

S.T. Sawa, D.D.S.
Free dental exam

Gilden Family Chiropractic

Free adjustment and consultation
Hair Sensation

$105 off hair extensions

Healing Hands

Facial, massage, hydro pkg. $150
Hollywood Tans

$5 off UV-free instant tan

Dr. Robert M. Howard Eyecare Plus

6 pr. disposable contacts for $119
I-Tan

Free week of tanning

Inner Balance Massage

T-hour massage $42

OKathy’s Garden
$10 off Saturday spa service

Dr. Susan Kaweski

15% off first skin peel

LaJolla Spa M.D.

$100 off laser hair removal
Philip Levy, O.D.

$25 off eyeglasses

@Magic Tan

Free tan

Meridian Skin & Body Clinic

2 power or 2 chemical peels $111
Mesa Family Dentistry

Complete exam $39

Howard Milstein, M.D., & Associates
Laser hair removal $95

MPi Clinic, Inc.
$100 off Botox

My Nails Day Spa & Nail Salon
$150 photofacial

O The New Look Salon & Day Spa
Microderm. oxygen facial $85
New Tan

Free tan

@ North Coast Medical Spa
Laser hair removal $250
Oxford Hair Institute

500 free transplanted hairs
Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
Acupuncture: $20

The Palm La Jolla Medical Spa
Free anti-aging eye cream
OPro Tan

First tan free with coupon
@ Rancho Palomar Dental

Free child prophy

Edwin W. Reiner, M.D.

10% off any Botox

Rejuva Spa

$50 off Epilight hair removal
Ross Cosmetic Medical Group
10% off hair loss treatment
The Salon

Complimentary haircut

@ Santé Day Spa

Couple’s Retreat $145

Drs. Selby & Mecklenborg
Contact lens exam $59

Shumway Institute
MicroPeel Series 3 for $150

Sonya of London
Spa package $135
Suddenly Slimmer

$10 off “Fat-Burner Wrap”

Symmetry Salon and Day Spa

Buy 1Magic/Orbit tan, get 1 free
Take Shape For Life

Free weight loss clinic

TanLine

5 tans only $39.99

O Trends

20% off hair/skin service

O 24 Hour Fitness

6 weeks for $29

@ 20/20 Skin, Inc.

Free inch-loss body wrap
Urban Skin Care

$20 off Brazilian wax
VIP Salon & Day Spa

Free massage

Viva Wellness Medical Groups
Botox $99 or collagen $269

Votre Beauté

Free home care kit (339.50 value)

Wellness & Longevity
$50 off weight loss exam

@ West Coast Eyecare
$10 off any product or service

World Spa
10% off day spa packages

A. Monet
$10 off any custom bridal order

A&E Forum
Free art lesson w/suppl

urchase
Beesworks

$5 off purchase

OBicycle Warehouse

$25 off purchase

®Boot World

$10 off any item $50+

Candle & Gift Factory

Free candle

The Carpet People

5% off purchase

Enhancery Jewelers

20% off jewelry

OEyeglasses Galore

50% off sunglasses

Finders Keepers

25% off any jewelry item

Fitness Direct

10% off equipment or free delivery
Game Empire

$5 off purchase

Save hundreds
of dollars at
SanDiegoReader.com

Guitar Trader
Guitar strings: 3 for the price of 1

Atlas Tickets
Free delivery ($10 savings)

Ideal Eyewear

$25 off sunglasses

La Mesa Village Antiques

25% off antique garden items

La Vigne
$2 off organic food products

Legends Home Furnishings
Pay no sales tax with coupon

McKeever Publishing
20% off meditation/spiritual books

O Aviation Adventures
Free flight video
@ Bridal Bazaar

2 off admission
Capoeira Resistencia
Free capoeira class
City Ballet
1/2-price ballet tickets

The Comedy Store
2 for 1 admission

Off The Record
$2 off any new or used CD

Park Estate Company
25% off antique/estate furniture

@ The Pond Source
3 small koi $8

Salsa Kiss

Free hot sauce

Shirley’s Kitchen & Pantry

$5 off cutlery

@ Spin Records

25% off used records & CDs

Stringbeanz Low Carb Foods
$5 off

Sunglass & Optical Warehouse
$15 off sunglasses

Tara Picture Frames
Buy 1frame, get 1free

WineSellar & Brasserie
Free wine certificate

Wine Steals
10% off case of wine

 ELECTRONICS g

Aqui Internet Services
Free month of Web hosting

ATS Computers, Inc.

Free computer diag. & cleanup
Car Audio Heaven

Autopage car alarm $169 installed
800-USA-BEEP

New beeper free!

Page Me
$5 off Motorola Bravo Plus pager

Q Talk Wireless, Inc.
$15 off any item

Touchtone Wireless
$150 gift cert. for Atomic Clothing

S EVERYTHING ELSE__4

Absolutely DanceSport
8 group lessons $50

Academy Rentals

Free trailer rental

Adrenaline Watersports

Free sailing lesson

Adventure Ski & Snowboard School
Free ski or snowboard lesson
Air Adventures Skydiving

$20 off any first-jump course
@ Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Free private lesson

Danny Amanda Dance

2 private lessons $39

De Anza Springs Resort
Free visitor’s pass

El Cordova Hotel
Coronado getaway $189

@ Gem Faire
$1 of f admission

@ Johnny & Rani Dance
Private dance lesson $25
Kita Ceramics

$5 off pottery seminar
Korbett Company Productions
Free soft drink & candy
La Jolla Residential Mortgage
Free home appraisal
Miramar Speed Circuit

$5 off driving session

@ Mission Home Loans

50% off appraisal

QM. Paintball U.S.A.

Free admission and rounds

Multi Media Arts

Free voiceover class
National Cat Protection Society
Free kitty gifts & pen
Pacific Beach Surf Shop

Free skate or bike rental

Pacific Elegance Limousines
1free hour

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum
Free train ride for child

Photopassport.com

Free photography consultation
OReal Personal Speed Dating

$5 off

San Diego Pet Memorial Park

10% off any one service

San Diego Repertory Theatre
Half-price tickets

Sixth @ Penn Theatre

$2 off admission

Skateworld
2 for 1 admission

@ Sky Sailing
$15 off aerobatic glider ride

Skydive Elsinore
$25 off freefall 1st jump course

Top Cat Limousine
1free hour

QUTC Transportation
Free Dom Perignon

Vertical Hold
2 for 1introductory lesson
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Poway Oak. Once a ven-
erable living landmark,
it was suffocated and
killed by nearby road
expansion, a most
ironic demise. Other
strange occurrences
take place as well —a
strangled duck made it
into the crime log, a
skateboarder jumped a
flight of stairs and hit a
horse.

Throughout the
contradictions is a basic
understanding that
Poway will always have
trees, numerous parks,
and bare ridgelines. Of
course, the parks range
from simple baseball
diamonds to camp-
grounds, and some hill-
tops have begun sprout-
ing tracts.

Eventually, the
“country” part of the
Poway slogan will seem
like a joke. You can no
longer scoff, “It’s
Poway” and leave your
car unlocked, and many
of the creeks are now

paved over. Perhaps the
slogan will become “the
City in the Suburb,”
with a hardier
mascot — a Starbucks
or an SUV.

— Alana Firl

BORREGO SPRINGS
Ten Reasons Why You'd
Have to Be Crazy to
Live in Borrego Springs:
1. The average tem-
perature in July is 107.
2. To paraphrase
what Gertrude Stein
once said of Oakland,
there is no there
there — no people
(population: about
3000), no movie the-
ater, no stoplight, no
convenience store, no
hospital, no home mail
delivery, no McDon-
ald’s. And not only are
these things not there,
but it’s a 50-mile ride
over rough roads (to
Brawley or Ramona)
before you can get to
them. This distance can
prove daunting if you,

for example, run out of
cigarettes late at night.
3. Flood insurance
is mandatory. Borrego
Springs is built on top
of several drainage sys-
tems running out of the
San Ysidro Mountains
to the west of town,
notably the one that
drains Hellhole
Canyon. My house, like
most of the others in

BORREGO SPRINGS:

ature in July is 107.

Borrego Springs, is built
in the 50-year flood-
plain. People visiting
the area usually laugh
when they hear that ’'m
required to own flood
insurance, but they
wouldn’t have been
chuckling if they had
been here during the
’70s, when Borrego
experienced two
50-year floods within a
single 3-year period,

one of which nearly
wiped out the De Anza
Country Club.

4. Earthquake
insurance isn’t manda-
tory (because insurance
companies don’t want
to issue policies), but it
should be because Bor-
rego Springs is located
smack-dab in the mid-
dle of one of the most
active and violent fault

The average temper-

systems in the world.
Thirty miles east of
town, the San Andreas
Fault and its relatives
have down-dropped the
structural depression
around the Salton Sea
some 20,000 feet (that’s
four times deeper than
the Grand Canyon, to
put this in perspective);
30 miles north of town,
the San Jacinto Fault
system (California’s

most active and violent)
has raised the awesome,
mind-boggling Santa
Rosa Mountains over a
mile above sea level.
That’s a 5%2-mile total
displacement in less
than 50 miles. You fig-
ure it out.

5. Temperatures in
Borrego Springs peaked
this year over a two-day
period in July at 119
and 118 — slightly
above normal for sum-
mer highs, but high
enough to render the
“Yes, but it’s a dry heat”
phrase irrelevant.

6. To get to Borrego
Springs from San Diego
normally requires a
drive along S-22, which
abruptly drops farther
(nearly a vertical mile)
faster (in less than 10
miles) than any other
major roadway in
America.

7. The average tem-
perature in July is 107.

8. Cats, small dogs,
and toddlers don’t last

long here (the howl of
coyotes can be heard
almost every night from
my deck). However, my
wife and I have discov-
ered that the enormous
scorpions who regularly
show up in our house
make wonderful pets
(you can keep them
inside an aquarium).
Did you know that
scorpions are from the
same family as spiders?
That mother scorpions
bear their young live?
That they can live up to
20 years? That they
glow in the dark?

9. My house has
actually declined in
value since I bought it a
decade ago.

10. The average
temperature in July is
107.

Fifteen years after
moving to San Diego
County, my wife and I
first drove down over
the San Ysidro Moun-
tains into the Borrego
Valley in July 1990. We

RESEARCH STUDIES
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Has Yr Chiid Su
Traumatic Event ...

... such as:

a car accident, an act of violence (either personally or
as a witness), or any other traumatic situation?

As a result of this traumatic event, is your child experiencing any of the following?
* Recurrent nightmares  Sleep problems « Reliving the traumatic event
* Avoidance of activities or people ¢ Difficulty concentrating « Unrealistic fears or anxieties

If so, your child may be suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and could qualify to participate in
a dinical research study being conducted by the Research Division of Psychiatric Centers at San Diego.
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Unable to ENJOY the
Things You Used To?

You could be suffering from clinical depression...

Depression symptoms include:

* Feelings of sadness, worthlessness or guilt « Difficulty concentrating « Loss of interest or pleasure in activities
» Changes in appetite or weight » Sleeping too much or too little * Decreased energy

Volunteers are needed for a dinical depression research study.
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Participants must be between 6 and 17 years of age. If qualified to participate, your child will receive study-
related medical evaluations, three therapy sessions, and study medication, all at no cost to you. Travel
compensation is also provided.
For more information about this study, please call:
Psychiatric Centers at San Diego, Research Division
San Marcos: (760) 510-1734 or
Child & Adolescent Center: (858) 571-KIDS
(5437)

This is a pharmaceutical company-sponsored study.
There is no cost to you. Travel compensation is provided.

Call us to see if you qualify.
877-FOR-INFO
(877-367-4636)

PCSD-Feighner Research Institute




have been full-time resi-
dents of Borrego
Springs ever since.

— Larry McCaffery

BARRIO LOGAN

Just inside the entrance
to El Mercadito Market,
a dreamcatcher the size
of a large gong dangles
feathery tentacles
toward the floor. In
other neighborhoods,
this yarn-threaded nov-

RESEARCH STUDIES

elty might seem out of
place in such a store,
but here in Barrio
Logan, it fits in with the
lipsticks sold sans pack-
aging, with the bin of
red beans swallowing
their clear scoop, with
the modular piles of
TVs waiting for repair
at the back of the store.
Across the aisle, brooms
with neon plastic bris-
tles spike out of a canis-

Irritable Bowel
Syndrome?

We are conducting a clinical research study for
women who suffer from severe diarrhea-
predominant Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS).
Volunteers must be at least 18 years old, have
suffered from severe diarrhea-predominant IBS
symptoms for at least 6 months, and have failed
conventional IBS therapy. All office visits, medical
evaluations and investigational medications related
to this study will be provided at no cost to patients.

For more information about this studly,
please contact:
Clinical Applications Laboratories
619-260-1012

Clinical Trial

recurrent genital herpes

herpes outbreaks.

please call:

dult volunteers are needed for a
research study of an approved
medication to observe recurrent genital

Qualified participants must be 18-65
years old and have had four or more
outbreaks within the past year.

All study-related care (doctor visits,
physical exams, laboratory tests, and
study medication) is provided.

Participants will receive monetary
compensation. For more information

Genesis Center for Clinical Research

619.491.0490

ter, lighting a fuse of
color that snakes
through the surround-
ing blocks. It touches
the art gallery across
the street, circles a red
umbrella used as a
parasol, runs through
the Dulceria Peninsular,
where pifiatas in the
form of fish and mon-
sters and misshapen
cartoon characters
hang from the ceiling
like so many bright
potted plants.

Across the trolley
tracks, the color fuse
tangles in great coils
inside the warehouse
that houses the farmer’s
market, where innu-
merable vendors peddle
mangos and sweet-
breads, Coke in glass
bottles and shiny little
girls’ dresses, DVDs and
hundreds of glittering
gold crosses.

The spark reaches

price lunches. Political
battles abound: from
combating corporate
environmental abuses
to protesting tighter
security at the United
States—Mexico border.
As aresult, in part, of
ballpark construction,
many residents are
being forced out of the
area; rents increased
41 percent in the first
half of this year.

But Barrio Logan is
a united community.
Organizations like the
Barrio Logan College
Institute and Calaca
Press foster group iden-
tity and political
strength. Crime rates
are much lower in Bar-
rio Logan than in
nearby Gaslamp or Lin-
coln Park. Still,
wrought-iron bars curl
over the windows of
Chepina’s Bridal
Gowns.

BARRIO LOGAN: Brooms with neon plas-

tic bristles spike out of a canister, lighting a

fuse of color that snakes through the sur-

rounding blocks.

its end in Chicano Park.
Color explodes across
the cement underbelly
of the Coronado Bay
Bridge, murals of Quet-
zalcoatl and the Mexi-
can Revolution seeping
into every empty space.
San Diego muralist Vic-
tor Ochoa painted
many of the murals;
some were done by stu-
dents. Chicano Park is a
striking manifestation
of a historically Mexi-
can art form, a political
and recreational space
in one. Miguel Hidalgo
and Pancho Villa smile
out over Logan Avenue
from the Mural
Histdrico.

Yet the paint on
Barrio Logan’s historic
clapboard houses is
fading. The community
is almost entirely His-
panic, and incomes are
low. César Chavez Ele-
mentary School feeds
nearly half of its stu-
dents free or reduced-

They’re pink.
— Dorothy Kronick

BARRIO LOGAN
When I stand in the
middle of Chicano Park
and close my eyes, my
mind becomes engulfed
with the memories of
the Chicano movement.
When I open my eyes
and look into the eyes of
the people of Barrio
Logan, I still see the
fighting spirit, the
determination that still
burns. Life in Barrio
Logan has never, ever
been easy. Nothing has
been given to these peo-
ple, and what little they
have they had to fight
for. What future they
hope for will be what
they, again, fight for.
Barrio Logan is not
big. From the kiosk in
Chicano Park you can
see the ever-present
cranes of NASSCO cut-
ting into the sky. Just
west is the 32nd Street

Depression

If you are experiencing DEPRESSION but it has not
impacted your SEXUAL FUNCTIONING, you may
qualify to participate in a research study evaluating
an investigational medication on the sexual
functioning of individuals suffering from depression.
Qualified volunteers will be compensated.

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4567

OI{S.

OPTIMUM
HEALTH SERVICES

Do you have a diagnosis of

Schizophrenia o
Schizoaffective disorder?

If so, you may be €ligible to participate in a
research study evaluating an investigational
medication. Study participants will receive
compensation for time and travel.

For more information, please call

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4567

Schizophrenia,
Schizoaffective,
Bipolar Disorder,

Major Depression,
Alzheimer’s o
Elderly Insomnia

Do you or anyone you know
suffer from any of the above?

We may currently or in the future have research
programs available where qualified candidates can
receive investigational drugs for the conditions listed

above and be compensated for time and travel.

You may qualify to receive an investigational drug
while participating in a research study.

Optimum Health Services
For locations in
South County call: 619-667-4567
or for North County call: 760-631-3056

€b €007 F¢ QU 4opvay 0321 ueg



44 San Diego Reader December 24, 2003

Naval Station that
frames one end of Bar-
rio Logan. To the south
along the bayfront are
various businesses,
mostly in support of
NASSCO, an oil-storage
facility and trains, all
effectively blocking any
view of the bay. To the
north, I-5 divides and
isolates the community.
The new Petco Park
brackets the west side.

RESEARCH STUDIES

And at the heart is Chi-
cano Park.

When the tuna
industry came into the
area in 1932, Barrio
Logan became a distinct
ethnic/Mexican-Ameri-
can neighborhood. In
1963, with the con-
struction of I-5, the
community became
even further isolated. In
1969 when the pillars of
the Coronado Bay

Bridge were sunk into
the heart of the barrio,
it was again divided and
the community
begrudgingly accepted
this. But in 1970, when
a highway patrol station
was about to be built,
the people of Barrio
Logan, such as Mike
Amador and Salvador
Torres, stood up and
said ya basta (that is
enough).

ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER

Do you know someone 18-49 years of age who has
Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder?

® Being easily distracted
e Difficulty awaiting turn
e Acting as if “driven by a motor”

m

toms of ADD/ADHD may include:

¢ Often losing things or making careless mistakes
¢ Interrupting or intruding on others

o Difficulties sustaining attention

Medical physicians at UCSD are currently conducting a medical research study to
evaluate an investigational, non-stimulant drug (atomoxetine hydrochloride)
versus placebo (inactive medication) in adults with ADHD.

Medical and psychological evaluations and study drug will be provided at no cost.
Eligible participants will also receive financial compensation.

'JUCSD Healthcare

For more information please call:

619-543-3697

Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral Medicine

With the construc-
tion of the bridge, the
community had been
promised a small park,
but when construction
of a California Highway
Patrol station was about
to begin, the commu-
nity rose up and created
a human chain to stop
the bulldozers. A park
was promised, and a
park was delivered. Bar-
rio Logan became the
symbolic center of the
Chicano movement in
San Diego.

The community of
Barrio Logan fought for
a health clinic, which is
here today in part
because of activists such
as Laura Rodriquez,
who started hosting
tamale luncheons to
raise funds. The Chi-
cano Free Clinic is now
called the Logan
Heights Family Health
Center.

The cry was “All the
way to the bay” The

Does
Holiday
Stress
Mean...
Herpes?

Recurrent genital

herpes infection is a
sexually transmitted
disease that affects
the lives of one in
five Americans.

Medical Center for Clinical
Research is seeking volunteers
for a research study of an
approved medication to treat
recurrent genital herpes
outbreaks. If you are between
the ages of 18 and 65 and had
four or more outbreaks within
the past year, you may qualify to
participate. Qualified volunteers
will receive free study-related

and travel.

care to include physical exam by a

board-certified physician, laboratory
tests, investigational medications, and
compensation up to $150 for time

For more information,
please contact:

MEDICAL CENTER FOR
CLINICAL RESEARCH

Anne at (619) 521-2884

CRYSTAL METH/
SPEED USERS

Opportunity to participate in
an addiction research study
funded by NIDA and UCLA.
Experimental medications
with outpatient drug
counseling at no cost.

You will be compensated
in vouchers for your
participation.

For information call:
SOUTH BAY
TREATMENT CENTER

800-495-0001

Principal Investigator
Joseph Mawhinney, M.D.

community wanted
access to a waterfront
park. It took ten years,
but finally a bayside
park was created, hid-
den behind trains and
industry buildings, and
wedged in between old
tuna piers and the
Tenth Avenue Marina.

toward the future.
— Daniel Mufioz Jr.

HILLCREST

I've been living in Hill-
crest more or less con-
tinuously for the past 16
years. I say “more or
less” because in 1998 a
friend asked if I wanted

HILLCREST: Divorcées like it because many

of them are happy to leave the suburbs

behind and start life anew in a more urban

setting.

Barrio Logan is a
mixture of homes, mar-
kets, Mexican restau-
rants, and a lot of small
businesses that are not
exactly environmentally
friendly. It is registered
as one of the ten most
polluted communities
in California. And
Perkins Elementary is
probably the only ele-
mentary school that has
monitors on its
rooftops to collect and
gauge pollution.

But the people love
their community and
continue to fight for it;
they fight for their chil-
dren, they fight to be
recognized as a people.
And just about every
weekend you can see
them in Chicano Park,
celebrating their life
and culture and looking

to move into his house
in Del Mar, and since [
had always wanted to
live near the coast,
packed my belongings
and moved. I lasted four
months. While driving
through Hillcrest one
afternoon, I saw that the
apartment [ had vacated
had been renovated and
was up for rent again. I
called my old landlord
and moved back in. So
much for change. I
couldn’t take the Del
Mar suburban yuppie
lifestyle, especially the
endless bumper-to-
bumper excursions
along the I-5/805
merge.

I originally moved
to Hillcrest in 1986,
shortly after going
through a divorce.
While Hillcrest is well

Sleep Research

the day?

Research Center.

-Right-handed.

619-553-3410

Do you normally sleep 6 hours or less
a night and don't feel tired during

OR

Do you normally sleep 9 hours or more
a night in order to feel refreshed and
ready to take on the day?

If you answered yes to one of these questions
you may be eligible for a Sleep Research Study
conducted by UCSD and the Naval Health

We are looking for people who are:
-Native English speakers.
-Between the ages of 18 and 59.

Volunteers compensated financially.
For more information please contact...

www.longshortsleepers.com




known as San Diego’s
gay community, two of
its lesser-known distinc-
tions are that it is a
mecca for the divorced

Borrego Springs

and a haven for ex—New
Yorkers. Since I was
both, it seemed perfect
for me. New Yorkers like
it because it is San
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Diego’s only real walk-
ing community; from
my house on First
Avenue I can walk to
bookstores, movies,

Barrio Logan

restaurants, supermar-
kets, boutiques, and San
Diego’s greatest concen-
tration of coffee shops.
Divorcées like it because

RESEARCH STUDIES
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<HILLCREST=-

they are happy to leave
the suburbs behind and
start life anew in a more
urban setting.

I’ve watched a great
many changes take place
in Hillcrest over the
years. At this point in
my life it’s a neighbor-
hood of ghosts. I've
been through a few rela-
tionships there, and
each had certain specific
associations. One girl-
friend and I used to love
to eat at the Chicken Pie
Shop on the corner of
Robinson and Fifth,
now a Starbucks. Every

Hillcrest

time I sip a latte there I
recall the distinctive
smell of chicken pies
and the classic ’40s-style
waitresses who served
three-buck dinners.
Across the street, in the
middle of the block, is
the ghost of Ham-
monds, one of San
Diego’s strangest stores.
They sold things like
shaving brushes, thim-
bles, fuses, ladies’ com-
pacts, and puzzles of all
kinds. There’s the ghost
of Quel Fromage, San
Diego’s original coffee-
house, on University

4!?; HealthQuest
/ -:';i CLINICAL
Finding Answers Together — Since 1982

TRIALZ

| créepy, Crawly Nighttime Legs

Is a creepy, crawly feeling in your legs keeping you up at night? If so, you
could be suffering from Restless Legs Syndrome (RLS). If you are over 18
and are in general good health, you may qualify to try an investigational
medication being studied for the possible treatment of RLS.

Every study conducted by HealthQuest is staffed by a team of skilled and experienced
physicians and medical professionals trained to place your comfort and well-being first.

If you patrticipate, there is no cost to you...instead:
% You may receive up to $1950 for your participation.
% You receive no-cost research study-related medication and medical care.
% No reports are made to employers, schools or insurance companies.

(858)571-1188

www.hqtrials.com

San Diego * Los Angeles * Orange County

Depression =

can interfere with your life.

Have you tried Prozac®, Zoloft®
or Celexa®? Do you still feel
hopeless and continue to suffer
from sadness, poor sleep, lack
of concentration and motivation?

This research study, conducted
by a well-known pharmaceutical
company, allows you to try an
investigational medication being
studied for depression for a limited
number of qualified participants.

/

If you participate, there is no cost to you...instead:

% You receive up to $800 for your participation.
% You receive no-cost research study-related medication and medical care.
% No reports are made to employers, schools, or insurance companies.

HealthQuest

—h CLIMNICAL TRIALS
Finding Answers Together — Since 1982

(898) 571-1188

www.hqtrials.com

San Diego * Los Angeles * Orange County
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between Fifth and Sixth,

and the ghost of the
Guild Theater, now one
of the area’s ubiquitous
trendy furniture stores.
One by one, the
mom-and-pop busi-
nesses have given way to
chains and high-rent
retail outlets. Rite Aid,
Starbucks, and the Gap
have crowded out some
of Hillcrest’s unique
charm. But some of the
ghosts remain, like Per-
nicano’s Casa di Baffj,
the mysterious empty
restaurant that occupies
nearly a full city block
between Fifth and Sixth.
And the wonderful Hill-
crest Stationers on
Fourth and Robinson,
which apparently sur-
vived the onslaughts of
Office Depot and Sta-
ples by proudly pro-

claiming on its front
sign: “A Pencil’s a Pencil;
the Difference Is
Service.”

Of course, Hillcrest
has its downside. Rents
and home prices have
spiraled out of control.
Parking is always a has-
sle, the streets are usu-
ally littered and dirty,
and homelessness per-
sists. When you live here
for a while, the home-
less become your neigh-
bors, and I recognized
these unfortunate souls,
many of whom used to
hang out in the stairwell
of the old Thackeray
Gallery on Third and
Robinson but who have
since been driven from
that oasis since Ace
Hardware turned it into
the strangest apartment
complex in the city. Let

me introduce some of
these homeless folks;
they’re a part of Hill-
crest — and many other
San Diego neighbor-
hoods — we don’t
much talk about:

Neighbors
Each day on the way to

points to a plastic Batman
in the cart

and shows off his new
haircut.

Near him, a hairy, ragged
beast of a man

sits cross-legged on the
sidewalk,

wrapped in the shards of a
filthy blanket.

DOWNTOWN: She would pour herself her

drink of choice — rum and Coke — light up

a Marlboro, and breathe in the view.

work

I pass the same homeless
crowd —

the young man with a large
crucifix

around his neck, pushing a
shopping cart

packed with everything he
has. Today he

Most of the time he sits on
the edge

of the bus-stop bench,
head bowed in his
hands,

body hunched like a weep-
ing Buddha, but
today

he’s sitting on the side-

walk, staring at the
sky.

Around the corner, though
I haven’t seen her yet,

will be the old woman,
who sleeps sitting up

in a potted plant. She
comes prepared each
night

with a clean blanket and
several bags of clothes,
to find the

only patch of dirt for
blocks,

a large half-barrel that
holds a small tree

between the stationery
shop and the
pharmacy.

When she sleeps late, the
young who buy office
supplies

and the old who buy med-
ications pass her on
their daily rounds.

Then there’s the skinny
woman with skin like

a saddle

who sips 7-Eleven coffee
against a brick wall.

She’s mostly wrapped in
plastic, and some-
times she talks

to passersby, but never
asks for money, unlike
the woman

with scabs on her face who
sleeps in the doorway
of an

abandoned restaurant and
looks at you head-on
with her

hand outstretched, palm
filled with pennies
and nickels.

Meet my neighbors;
they’re probably yours
as well.

— Fred Moramarco

DOVWNTOWN

A tarnished little plaque
is embedded in the side-
walk at the corner of
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Fifth Avenue and J
Street. It bears a small
legend: “Shirley
Bernard, Gaslamp Pio-
neer.” Thousands of
extravagantly attired
feet heading for bars,
cafés, and various base-
ment disco dens tromp
across her name, not
realizing it is there. She
died in October 1992 at
the age of 69, well
before the explosive
development that has
overwhelmed her old
neighborhood, trans-
forming it from a once-
charming historic dis-
trict into something
more resembling Canal
Street in New Orleans
during Mardi Gras. The
formerly sleepy old har-
borside quarter has lost
its harbor, which has
been walled off by the

sprawling convention
center, blocking the
once-sweeping night-
time view of the bridge
to Coronado and the
twinkling hills of
Tijuana beyond. The
new Omni Hotel at the
Park towers ominously
nearby, limiting the
neighborhood’s
sunlight.

Years ago, on hot
summer nights, Shirley
would climb onto the
roof of her four-story
Grand Pacific, the old
fleabag hotel she had
restored with her
boyfriend Glen. She
would pour herself her
drink of choice — rum
and Coke — light up a
Marlboro, and breathe
in the view. The only
voices to be heard
would filter up from

broken-down drunks
coming out of the
cramped dive bars far-
ther up Fifth Avenue
toward Market. That
tranquillity is long gone,

Downtown

designer versions of
history. Tourists and
conventioneers crowd
the sidewalks, marching
into trendy “theme”
restaurants with names

replaced by raw like Gaslamp Strip Club
commerce. and Acqua. Within a
The insides of his- year, the lights of the
toric buildings have new Padres baseball
been gutted and their stadium will be turned
legacies shredded, up, flooding the neigh-
replaced by high-priced borhood with garish
HEALTH AND BEAUTY
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illumination and
unchecked traffic con-
gestion. Rum-and-
Cokes have been
replaced by flavored
martinis favored by
patrons who were born
well after 1975, the year
Shirley arrived from
Rancho Santa Fe.
Today’s drunks are
under 30 and drive
Hummers. Their voices
are much louder and
they stay out later than
the inebriates of old.
It’s hard to know if
Shirley would approve
of what has become of
the Gaslamp. Maybe
she’d like it. After all,
she was in the real
estate business, a true
capitalist, and she
bought the hotel — for
an outrageously low six
figures — to make a

buck off the eventual
rehabilitation of the
neighborhood. She
never contemplated
moving in. That came
later, in the late *70s, as
then-mayor Pete Wil-
son and Ernest Hahn,
the shopping-mall
magnate from
Hawthorne, sought to
gain control of the
quarter, with the expec-
tation of leveling all but
a few token historic
structures.

Hahn, the devel-
oper of Horton Plaza,
was stalling on his
promised construction
of the shopping center,
declaring that he could
not interest mall tenants
while “bums were piss-
ing in their shoes” just
across the street in the
Gaslamp Quarter. The

Patient
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solution, he said, was to
use the city’s power of
condemnation to seize
the old buildings,
quickly demolish them,
and turn the land over
to big developers at
prices to be subsidized
by city taxpayers, just as
Wilson had done for
him and the Horton
Plaza project.

But when his rede-
velopment czar, Gerald
Trimble, declared war
on the quarter in 1977,
Shirley and her fellow
Gaslamp property own-
ers, mostly upper-mid-
dle-class small investor
types from the
suburbs — not your
typical radicals by any
means — surprised

Wilson by fighting back.

They formed the city’s
first “Project Area Com-

mittee” and invoked a
state law requiring a
“super majority” of the
city council to approve a
redevelopment project
that the committee had
rejected. Wilson lost the
narrow vote, one of the
rare defeats he encoun-
tered during his iron-
fisted, decade-long
domination of city hall.
The wrecking ball of
Trimble and Hahn was
stayed.

After the battle was
over, Shirley declared,
“Let’s get the bricks in
the street,” and a com-
pliant city council
obliged, initially dump-
ing more than $6 mil-
lion of federal funds
into installation of new
brick sidewalks and
wrought-iron light fix-
tures. More money fol-

lowed, as did favorable
media attention. The
Tribune’s Neil Morgan
adopted Shirley as one
of his regulars and spent
months hanging around
the Grand Pacific,
showering her with
glowing mentions in his
column.

and moved to a house
in Golden Hill, which
she restored. A chain
smoker, she died of lung
cancer. After she had
passed from the scene,
the city made another
grab for power and this
time succeeded in
putting the area under

BONITA: No more do I hear the high yap-

ping of foxes at midnight.

The battle with Wil-
son turned out to be the
high point of Shirley’s
relationship with the
Gaslamp. She stayed for
a while but eventually
seemed to tire of the
politics that were an
ever-present part of the
rehabilitation effort. She
sold the Grand Pacific

its redevelopment
authority. By then,
though, existing prop-
erty owners were pow-
erful enough to bar any
future condemnation
actions, forcing the city
to deal fairly with them.
But that wasn’t
enough to save the
Gaslamp from drown-

ing in its own success.
The once-strict sign
ordinances and design
controls were ultimately
abandoned, encourag-
ing a honky-tonk cul-
ture to flourish. As the
city packed more and
more development into
the area, it neglected
issues such as parking
and traffic control. The
neighborhood’s bur-
geoning popularity led
to the construction of
condominium projects
affordable to only a slim
slice of well-to-do resi-
dents, many of whom
came from out of town
to buy second homes
they saw written up in
the “Escapes” section of
the New York Times. The
middle-class property
owners of yore took
their profits and

departed the scene.
What had started as a
grassroots historic
preservation effort led
by live-in owners mor-
phed into a corporate
free-for-all, aided and
abetted by a city council
dependent on the cam-
paign largesse of well-
connected donors such
as Padres owner John
Moores.

Perhaps fittingly, an
overbearing bust of
Ernie Hahn commemo-
rates his contribution to
downtown develop-
ment. A similar monu-
ment to his friend and
beneficiary Pete Wilson
is promised. Thanks to
Shirley, at least the shell
of San Diego’s lost his-
tory remains in the
Gaslamp. Her obscure
little plaque at the bot-
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tom of Fifth Avenue is
the least she deserves.
— Matt Potter

BONITA

Bucolic Bonita first
bloomed in my experi-
ence during a 1965 visit
to the shallow valley
scooped out across mil-
lennia by the Sweetwa-
ter River on its run to
the Pacific. Even in the
mid-"60s the lemon
groves, lima bean fields,
and dairy farms east of
Chula Vista were fading
memories. Subdivisions
of homes on half-acre
lots had been built
where migrant workers
had picked fruit and
vegetables while farmers
tended herds of
Guernsey and Holstein.
Still, the heart of the
valley remained largely
untouched, stretching
eastward from the
future route of 1-805 to
the Sweetwater Dam —
a six-mile expanse of

water tank, the northern
hills were still unsullied
when I finally found
myself in San Diego
long enough to buy a
house and settle down
with my family. I've got-
ten to know Bonita
much better since I
moved in 17 years ago.
Million-dollar
homes now clutter the
water-tank hill. The val-
ley center remains
undeveloped, however,
despoiled only by the
county’s misguided
replacement of an enor-
mous stand of tall bam-
boo with thin, runty
bushes and trees “native
to the area.” This eco-
logically correct move
destroyed a lot of habi-
tat. No more do I hear
the high yapping of
foxes at midnight or see
them scrambling over
my back-yard fence in
the glow of a ghost
moon to feast on the
fallen fruit of a mul-

CORONADO: I loathed the town’s conser-

vative mentality and traditional values.

mini-wilderness broken
by two golf courses.

Even with the rough
beast of development
slouching ever east and
south to be born, Bonita
retained at least a
semirural aspect: the
half-acre lots had been
zoned for two horses
each; wide bridle paths
coursed for miles
between homes and
through the brush,
bamboo, palms, and
weeping willows of the
Sweetwater floodplain.
Trails climbed high hills
on both sides of the val-
ley, untouched by bull-
dozer or backhoe.

The southern hills
were first to go: Corky
McMillin built large
houses on lots decidedly
not zoned for horses.
Corky did retain bridle
paths, but now where
the paths crossed road-
ways, vehicles of a
swelling population
menaced horse and
rider.

Except for a huge

berry tree. But as luck
would have it, I still
endure — as we all do
who live in the valley —
the god-awful stench of
skunk, which is espe-
cially distressing for
those of us with dogs.
A more pleasant
Bonita odor is the light
camphor smell of rain-
washed eucalyptus
along Sweetwater Road
as it passes Rohr Park,
where families congre-
gate most weekends to
grill carne asada, cele-
brate birthdays with
pinatas, and just gener-
ally have one hell of a
good time. The families
often come from
National City, Chula
Vista, and points south.
Sweetwater Road
also skirts the northern
boundary of a three-
mile jogging path that
loops around the Chula
Vista Golf Course to
link up with the south-
ern boundary along
Bonita Road. Men and
women, boys and girls,
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babies in strollers, Chi-
canos, gringos white
and black, Japanese,
Chinese, Filipinos, Viet-
namese, and Lord
knows what other eth-
nicities ply the route,
some faster than others.
Dogs and horses join
the mix to add
excitement.

Less appealing
images sometimes
intrude: a shrieking
horse, its forelegs shat-
tered by an inattentive
or perhaps malicious
driver; an occasional
jogger struck down by
an inattentive or per-
haps malicious driver; a
corpse dumped in a
woodsy patch after a
drug deal gone bad;
stables and paddocks in
the lee of Mount
Miguel soon to be
buried beneath tons of
concrete as SR-125
moves inexorably
toward the border; the
chilling chatter (espe-
cially for a Vietnam
vet) of a Border Patrol
helo beating its mid-
night way over the val-
ley with searchlight
blazing.

But what the hell?
Where else can you live
with at least the illu-
sion of leafy open space
just 25 minutes from
Horton Plaza? And you
could be living in a

Coronado Billy Box.
— Bill Salisbury

CORONADO

A well-known fact
about Coronado is that
it tends to sink a few
inches each summer.
The weight of tourists
from inland cities, of
college students
returned home, of Navy
families back for the
Fourth of July —
Orange Avenue
becomes awash in beach

cruisers and sunburned
shoulders every year
when the summer sea-
son arrives. But some-
how, even with the
throngs of vacationers,
Coronado holds on to
its small-town feel. It’s a
place where neighbors
bump into each other
on Sundays at the park
or at the Ferry Land-
ing’s farmer’s market.
You can’t go to the gro-
cery store without run-
ning into someone you
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know, whether it’s the
pharmacist, neighbor,
or landscaper. This is
what keeps Coronado
quaint, what keeps real
estate prices high, and
why Navy families
return here to retire. It’s
a beautiful gated com-
munity surrounded on
nearly all sides by water.
But summer isn’t

Coronado’s only season.

Each Halloween Mar-
garita Avenue dresses
itself in cobwebs and

Coronado

jack-o’-lanterns for cos-
tumed children. And
Christmas pours down
Orange Avenue with
holiday floats iced with
garlands and candy
canes. This is when
Coronado emerges
from its pure patriotic
summers as a small
town full of families.

As a teenager full of
angst, I loathed the
town’s conservative
mentality and tradi-
tional values. Being the
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West Coast’s largest
naval port brings a huge
influx of military per-
sonnel, both enlisted
and civilian. I always
thought of Coronado as
the town of white picket
fences and American
flags, of BMWs and
Lexuses. Everyone here
keeps up appearances,
and with the Joneses. If
you’re a punk rocker
there’s plenty to rail
against. I suppose that’s
why I'm always pleased
to see spiky-haired
teenagers dressed in
studded black rags and
sagging pants hanging
out in front of Star-
bucks on the main
street. Back in my day it
was the Kensington
Coffee Company on
First Street. The funny
thing is that these frus-
trated kids are Coron-
ado’s golden children,
the truly privileged.
Believe it or not, some
of them graduate with
honors and head off
soon after to upper-
crust schools like Stan-
ford. The shock value of
their dyed hair and
piercings goes only so
far. Once you meet their
proud parents or see the
cars they drive, you get
an honest glimpse, if
not into the nature of
Coronado, at least into
human nature in
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A little older now,
and after nearly seven
years away, 'm able to
see Coronado differ-
ently. There’s something
to be said about neigh-
bors who still borrow
sugar and bookstores
whose clerks know your
name. Like La Jolla and
Del Mar, Coronado is
the land of plenty,
where presidents vaca-
tion and celebrities live.
But beyond all that,
beyond the con-
sumerism and conser-
vatism that once drove
me mad as a teenager,
Coronado is still just a
sleepy town.

— Daniel Ridge

CHULA VISTA

Have you ever focused
your camera so that you
captured the beautiful
and cut out the ugly?
Seated at a wooden
table, at sunset, with
your glass of crisp
chardonnay beaded
with condensation and
your Bob’s by the Bay
shrimp and cheese que-
sadilla melting before
you, you might be
inclined to forget that
Chula Vista has gar-
nered the unfortunate
description of “the fifth-
fastest-growing city in
the United States.”
When a light wind
simultaneously lifts
your hair and romanti-
cally clangs the halyards
against the masts, you
might decide to live in
the moment, let the
pyrotechnics in the sky
and in the wine have
their way with you —
because Chula Vista’s
bayfront is an insular
gem.

The bayfront is
bounded by three sepa-
rate parks and encom-
passes two marinas.
According to Dockmas-
ter Ashe, it is the qui-
etest and cleanest har-
bor and marina in San
Diego. The only thing
that might be better
than sitting here with
your food and your
drinks and the fuzzy
mallard babies milling
around your feet would
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be to toast the sunset
from your own yacht.
About 10 percent of the
boats moored in the
two marinas have a live-
aboard population.
Although Mike Nor-
ton’s wife tells him liv-
ing aboard “feels like
camping,” he says,” It’s a
great life.” Norton says
live-aboards go out to
sea only about once a
month because it’s work
to transform your home
into a ship, to put away
your TV, to tend to your
cats, and, if the trip is
long, to stock up on
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Chula Vista

water and food. Nor-
mally, he says his wife
and he take shorter
trips, out around the
bay or to Catalina
Island, but last year they
sailed for a leisurely 21
days to La Paz. Norton
also says that the com-
munity of live-aboards
is diverse, comprising
doctors, lawyers, even
the president of a turtle
society. However, he
warned me, don’t get
them talking about
anchors — it’s as if
you're a Chevy person
or a Ford person —

strong feelings abound
about anchors.

The bayfront is
replete with mythical
creatures: green turtles,
which everyone has
heard of but few have
seen, and the occasional
sea horse, which Dock-
master Ashe swears to
have seen. Mythical
creatures also exist on
the northern fringe of
the bayfront at the
Chula Vista Nature
Center. In one aquar-
ium, rainbow trout
swim in their upstream
disguise. According to

HEALTH AND

e Liposculpture

MEMBER
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

Complimentary
consultation:
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Cosmetic
urgery

* Breast Augmentation

» Cosmetic Breast Surgery

¢ Abdominoplasty/Tummy Tuck
» Facial Plastic Surgery

Solana Beach

the director of the cen-
ter, Dan Beintema, these
rainbow trout, which
were collected above the
Sweetwater Dam, are
genetically endowed to
become steelhead trout
but, like Clark Kent
without a telephone
booth, lacking saltwater
they can never trans-
form themselves.
Another indigenous and
magical creature dis-
played at the center is
the ghostly moon jelly-
fish, which floats like an
iridescent bloom
against a purple

BEAUTY
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But what is the
angle of the camera cut-
ting out? Swing south,
just beyond the chil-

Point Loma

dren’s play structures,
and you will see the
South Bay Power Plant,
which the Environmen-
tal Health Coalition

Why Choose Dr. Gocken?
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claims “emits an average
of more than a quarter
ton of air pollutants
into the community
daily” And don’t forget
to snap the vacant lots
behind the bayfront
while they’re still
vacant. Approximately
300 acres owned by the
Port Authority, 100
owned by out-of-town
investors, and 30 owned
by the City of Chula
Vista are being studied
now — convention cen-
ters, hotels, restaurants,
office buildings, high-
density, high-rise hous-
ing have been bandied
about. What’s to
become of Chula Vista’s
insular gem?

— Susan Luzzaro

SOLANA BEACH

I discovered Solana
Beach because of a

pig — well, two pigs,
actually — Sporky and
Frances Bacon.

Frances (name vari-
ation because she was
female) lived on the
middle Barbara in
Solana Beach. Before I
met Frances, I didn’t
know that there are
three Barbara Avenues
in this town and that
none of them connect.

Frances Bacon
belonged to Linnea
Dayton and her family.
Sporky was my pig.

We (the pigs, Lin-
nea, and I) went on a
walk back in 1989 that
started at North Rios,
wound east through the
San Elijo Lagoon Pre-
serve, and eventually
headed south, up
through Holmwood
Canyon. It was so beau-
tiful, this piece of unde-
veloped land. We
walked by a bench with
a plaque thanking
Gemma Parks for sav-
ing Holmwood Canyon
from developers. I
thank her every time I
walk past.

When we went on
this hike, Linnea and I
were hoping we could
pigsit for each other. I
met Linnea because I
wrote a how-to article
for a computer graphics
publication she edited.
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Eight years later, I ended
up moving to Solana
Beach, coincidentally
within a block of her
house (and perhaps
more importantly,
within walking distance
of the Belly Up Tavern).
Twenty-five years
ago, Linnea, along with
Linda La Grange and
Bobbie Hilton, started
the alternative class that
has become the Global
Education program at
the Skyline public
school in Solana Beach.
My seven- and ten-year-
old children attend this
program and have since
kindergarten. I even ran
for the school board
(and lost) because I feel
so beholden to these
teachers. It is a breath of
fresh air for people with
inquisitive children —
kids who want to par-
ticipate in their own
education and not have
it force-fed to them.
And for parents who
want to participate as

HEALTH
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well. My daughter
learned her geometric

solids in kindergarten.

At the same time, she
learned about the

AND

This week’s
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weight-loss
winner

Elizabeth
Hamilton
has lost

84 |bs.
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domestication of wheat
and the rise of Egypt,
and the domestication
of corn and the rise of
the Aztecs — cultures

BEAUTY

George Weiss, M.D.
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medicine for men
and women.
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that share the pyramid
as a focal point. Bobbie
and Linda still teach at
the school. My children
live within blocks of
their teachers. We regu-
larly stop by their
houses to say hi. That
kind of stability, of
localness, is very rare in
growing urban commu-
nities. This is exactly
why I moved here six
years ago, after living
ten years in La Costa (a
community that’s being
raped by Carlsbad).

I always used to say
that no house in Solana
Beach is completely up
to code. That endears
me to a city. But with
the recent gentrification
driven by high housing
prices, I've had to stop.
Admittedly, Solana
Beach is a town with a
schism. Besides the
wealthy influx, there’s

College Area

the artistic community
(some members have
lived in Solana Beach
for over 20 years), who
helped install the big,
voluptuous woman
named Star (created by
the late Niki de Saint
Phalle and on loan for
only a while longer) on
the corner of Lomas
Santa Fe and Cedros
Avenue.

There’s the devel-
oper posse, which can
be seen throwing its
weight around with the
Gateway Hotel (and
muchos condos!), which
is being foisted upon
the Solana Beach public.
The developer is having
private meetings with
importantlocals to try
to subdue the commu-
nity. (If it were so good
for the community, why
would the meetings be
private?)
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But what makes
Solana Beach interesting
for me is not only the
Hispanic history, which
infuses the area with
words of Spanish origin:
Rios, Cedros, and
Granados (rivers,
cedars, and
pomegranate trees), but
that the town, because
of these roots, has
adopted the feeling of a
zdcalo — where people
walk just to walk and to
talk to friends and
neighbors, and they
don’t rush to get any-
where in particular.

I moved here
because the town has a
beautiful view and was
unpretentious. I worry
about it becoming more
affected as it goes
upscale, but Linnea
assures me a pig could
still go on a walk in
Solana Beach these days.

— Jennifer Ball

POINT LOMA

Point Loma’s essence is
found in a blur of mili-
tary installations, dilapi-
dated restaurants that
have been around so
long they are considered
classy, million-dollar
ocean-view homes, and
lampposts placed
directly in the middle of
streets that virtually all

B
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dead-end in canyons or
gullies.

The main arteries of
Point Loma — Rose-
crans, Nimitz,
Chatsworth, Catalina —
are well-traveled by
Lexuses, BMWs, and
Mercedes-Benzes. The
neighborhood is home
to judges, attorneys, and
doctors, among other
high rollers who have
found their piece of
heaven in the coastal
suburb. Until the last
decade, many elderly
people inhabited the
neighborhood. As they
passed away, their
houses were either left
to family or purchased
by other Point Loma
residents. Portuguese
immigrants used to call
Point Loma home. After
the collapse of the tuna
industry in the ’80s,
many left, although
some succeeding gener-
ations remain in the
area beyond Nimitz
dubbed “Tunaville.”

From the mansions
dotting Rosecrans to the
secluded residences near
Point Loma Nazarene
University to the homes
above Chatsworth in
what realtors call the
“affordable zone,” most
residents are standoft-
ish, to say the least.
There are no block par-
ties or street fairs, nor
many community
events. Most commu-
nity spirit lies within the
activities of select
groups, such as the
Point Loma Optimists,
who erect flags along
Rosecrans each Sunday,
and the Portuguese
community, which
hosts the annual Por-
tuguese Festa Parade.
The Point Loma philos-
ophy is “you do your
thing, and I'll do mine,”
an impersonal attitude
among neighbors. The
people of Point Loma
will unite for certain
causes, for they do not
adjust well to change.
Presently, the concern
plaguing the commu-
nity is the expected
overcrowding and traf-
fic congestion resulting
from the development

FIAIR REMOWAL

Looking for quality? There is a difference. Ask us why.

99

State-of-the-art COHERENT.
Diode Laser technology can

eliminate actively growing hair...
s0 you won't have to shave, wax
or pluck those hairs again!

Call

Holiday
regarding

Special

Expires 12-31-03.

New technology allows
laser hair removal for people
with tanned or darker skin.**

We have over 15 laser,
light and radio frequency
systems on site, so we
can match your needs
with exuttry the right
technology. y 1

Performed under direct
supervision of Board-Certified
Facial Plastic Surgeons. Curious
why our results are better? Give
us a call and ask us why.

FAST + COMFORTABLE
AFFORDABLE
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

LIGH'D%W

. i Eric Wk D.O.
éxperlence... ric Wetsman, D.O

Excellence...

CAM DN

ILFN L ACED
JAIN VICWV LAJCR
MEDICAL CENTER

8880 Rio San Diego Dr., Suite 1040, Mission Valley
(in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)
1-888-SD LASER (1-888-735-2737)
www.sandiegolasercenter.com
*FDA approved for permanent hair reduction. **Call for details.
Financing available.

Ynsurpassed
esults!

Microdermabrasion
New Skin in 45 Minutes!

Call regarding 3 Great Plans!
With treatments as low as

$49 Reg. $99

Your choice: Soft Peel or
Microdermabrasion
Expires 12-31-03.

Revolutionary state-of-the-art '*'-"q'l.
DIAMOND PROCESS &

ULTRASONIC SKIN LIGHTENING
only available at San Diego %
Laser Center. |

Microdermabrasion is the most

natural way to quickly and safely
rejuvenate the look of your skin by

reducing or removing:
* Blotchy, Dull Skin % CAMRIFAN | ACED

JAN VIEUV LAJLN
MEDICAL CENTER

* Fine Lines * Wrinkles
* Roughness * Sun Damage
* Scars * Excessive Skin O|I
* Hyperpigmentation

Performed under
direct supervision of

Board-Certified Experience... Our results are

Facial Plastic Surgeons. Excellence.. o unsurpassed!
= sk uswhy.

Newly FDA-Approved Treatment Cv

Tightens skin, reduces wrinkles, 5 age

As low as

treatment area

Expires 12-31-03.
8880 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 1040, Mission Valley
(in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)

1-888-SD LASER (888-735-2737)
www.sandiegolasercenter.com ¢ Financing available

fine lines, enlarged pores,
and acne with radio waves!
Call for details.
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Get the beautiful look
you want from the
doctor you can trust.

Holiday Specials

Put these services on your holiday “wish list.”

Laser Hair Removal
Upper lip $99 Chin $99
Underarm $99 Bikini line $99

Give up shaving, waxing and tweezing!

IPL Laser Photofacial

*99

Buy 4 treatments at the regular

[4

State-of-the-art treatment
erases age spots, Uneven

pigment and sun damage.  price and get the 5th for $99.
T Botox One Area

Smoothes wrinkles on FRE E

forehead, frown lines, $199 value!

and crow’s feet. With the purchase of two other areas.

Collagen/
Cosmoderm

299

per cc. Reg. $375

[4

z Microdermabrasion $75

With the purchase of 5 treatments.

Lunchtime Peel $
REFINITY. 450

Skin Solutions

Package of 4 treatments.
Includes all homecare products.
A peel so gentle all you'll notice are the results.

Complimentary Consultation!
Call (858) 457-1111 today! (/. /.

4, \.D.
www.SadrianPlasticSurgery.com

CREATING HARMONY

IN FACE & BODY
Member
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

9850 Genesee Ave., Suite 355 ¢ La Jolla

Reza Sadrian, MD
Certified by the American Board of Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon

Advanced Surgical Specialty Training
Baylor College of Medicine ¢ Johns Hopkins

of the Naval Training
Center for civilian use.
If not for apprehensions
over the NTC construc-
tion, the concern would
be over airplane noise
from Lindbergh Field.
Without their various
causes, it’s doubtful
that most Point Loma
residents would have
anything to say to each
other.

— Mary Montgomery

OCEANSIDE

Eight years ago at 6:30
in the morning, if you
surfed the beach breaks
closest to downtown
Oceanside, you'd see
the underworld scurry-
ing home like cock-
roaches getting back to
the rocks. The crystal
meth/prostitute ele-
ment has been largely
squeezed out for two
reasons. For one, prices
of homes west of I-5
have exploded. My
house has tripled in
value in the past
decade. Brand-new
townhomes near Coast
Highway start at
$719,000, a startling
change from two years
ago. The other reason
may have to do with
Oceanside cops and
their overzealous activ-
ity: in September
homeless kids testified
before the city council
that police arrested and
beat them just for being
homeless.

I was born and
raised in Oceanside and
have had an office on
Coast Highway for
three years. My parents
went to Oceanside High
with children of
Japanese-American
farmers from the San
Luis Rey Valley who
were interned during
World War II. Some of
those families now sell
produce at the down-
town farmer’s market
Thursday mornings.

While housing val-
ues have skyrocketed,
Oceanside’s economy
seems mired in a
swamp of small-
minded politics and
semper fi inertia. Some
businesses complain

that the chamber of
commerce is more
interested in local poli-
tics and collecting
handouts from the city
than in promoting
business. Downtown
Oceanside is still domi-
nated by check-cashing
joints, used-car lots,
and military dry clean-
ers. The ubiquity of the
Alberto’s and Rober-
tito’s is underscored by
the taco shop named
"To’s. Four months ago
a city council majority
agreed to pay developer
Doug Manchester $2.2
million not to build an
oceanfront hotel com-
plex that had been
nixed by the California
Coastal Commission.
Our city council also
paid $1 million-plus for
an all-nude, 18-and-up
Playgirl club, with
hopes that the building
would be leased by a
high-end restaurant.
One year later the
building still sits
vacant.

But resourceful
businesspeople have
popped up to bring in
their own concept of a
new Oceanside. Two
doors from me, an out-
of-business hubcap
store is being replaced
by a surfboard shop. A
recording studio has

Encinitas

moved in. A Cuban
restaurant has opened
one block away, and six
blocks down an attor-
ney/businessman is
attempting to bring live
music to his Hill Street
Café (Coast Highway
was called Hill Street
until ten years ago). A
shop with hip-hop gear
thrives, as do two stores
with secondhand cloth-
ing for the hip.

At 60 years old, the
Coronet full-service
newsstand was one of
the oldest businesses in
Oceanside when it
closed last August. (It
opened three months
after Camp Pendleton.)
Longtime Oceanside
businessman and native
Jamaican Ras Charles,
who bought the shop,
already ran two reggae-
oriented stores next to
it: a Caribbean food
store and a clothing/gift
shop. His third Coast
Highway business will
be called Yard Records,
dedicated to reggae,
world beat, and gospel
music. Its opening runs
counter to the closing
of music retail stores
countywide.

The two largest
downtown movie the-
aters tell two different
stories. The Star is used
occasionally for talent

N31TV 3JAVA Ad HdVYDOLOHd

shows and plays. The
Crest Theater, a couple
of blocks away (and
which my grandfather
helped build), has been
occupied by a populist
religious group that has
also taken over adjacent
offices and storefronts.

But many of my
neighbors know that
Oceanside is about con-
trast. As the city council
swears it wants upscale
nightlife attractions, the
bowling alley prospers.
And as housing prices
boom, Coast Highway
remains home to two
RV-trailer parks and
three mobile-home
parks. The joke is that
one of those — Mira-
mat, at the north end of
Tremont — offers its
renters a better ocean
view than any new
multimillion-dollar
high-rise ever will.

— Ken Leighton

COLLEGE AREA

As soon as you leave the
SDSU district, where
College Avenue collides
with El Cajon Boule-
vard, libraries and frat
houses give way to
liquor stores, check-
cashing places, 99-cent
emporiums, and plenty
more clear signposts
that you've entered an
urban, merchant-
driven neighborhood.
The Campus Drive-In
Theater occupied that
intersection from 1947
until it was torn down
in 1983. You can still
see its four-story-tall
neon sign, a
miniskirted majorette
spinning her baton and
wearing a full Indian
headdress, behind the
College Grove Shop-
ping Center off High-
way 94. The old drive-
in lot currently houses
yet another nondescript
modular shopping cen-
ter, where few stores
outlive their first year’s
lease.

One rare long-
standing retail land-
mark is the Subway
sandwich shop near
63rd, which opened
back in 1982, the East
Coast company’s first
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With permanent makeup, you are beautiful from the moment you
get out of bed. Performed under the watchful eye of a registered nurse
by skilled artists in the safety and privacy of a medical clinic, you
can enhance the beauty of your eyebrows, lip color, and eye line.

See why MPi Clinic is recommended by some of San Diego's finest

plastic surgeons. Call today for a free consultation. You'll rest easy

all day long.

Now Offering
Botox!

ph 858.452.2909 fax 858.452.2697

www.mpiclinic.com
CLINIC, INC.

Medical Pigmentation
Permanent Cosmetic Makeup

9333 GENESEE AVENUE / SUITE 180 / SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92121

Dentistry for the

uality-conscious

Complimentary
With exam, full-mouth x-rays and routine cleaning (in the absence of gum disease). All only
$255. Insurance accepted for exam, x-rays and cleaning. New patients only. Valid through 1/15/04.

Teeth Whitening

Teeth Whitening Special $150

* Full mouth ¢ Includes dental exam ® Upper and lower arches with trays
Regularly $500. New patients only. Valid through 1/15/04.

New Patient Welcome Special $49

* Complete oral exam * Bitewing x-rays ® Oral cancer screening

* Routine cleaning (in the absence of gum disease)

Regularly $210. New patients only. Does not apply with PPO insurance plans or other offers.
Valid through 1/15/04.

* Most insurance accepted for exams, x-rays and cleanings * Financing available (OAC) ¢ Emergencies welcome
* Offering a full range of cosmetic services including veneers, bonding and whitening * Nitrous oxide available
* Remote control back and neck massage ¢ Virtual-reality movies * Patient parking available in back

MICHAEL J. MILLER, DMD, PC .2¢&.
Cosmetic, Implant and General Dentistry for the entire family ( ‘\“
2036 Hornblend Street (at Noyes)

Pacific Beach * 858.270.8510 “ i

We accept: MasterCard, Visa, American Express

franchise in San Diego.
Today, our city has
more Subways than
Roberto’s/Alberto’s/fill-
in-the-blank-Berto’s,
but in a neighborhood
where everything
around it has changed,
this original location
maintains its mom-
and-pop-hangout
atmosphere, despite the
newfangled bread
machines and a Tol-
stoy-dense menu that
now takes up the entire
back wall.

One shouldn’t pull
over or park in the
proximity of women
who stand around the
bus stop in front of the
AM/PM or who stroll
up and down El Cajon
Boulevard between the
92175 post office and
70th Street. It doesn’t
matter how you look or
what you drive; you
don’t even have to
make eye contact for
the more aggressive
entrepreneurs to walk
right up to your pas-
senger door and try to
climb in. It’s easy to
fend off unwanted con-
tact with a lady of the
night (or of the morn-
ing, afternoon, or
lunchtime). Simply
point a little disposable
camera at her, flash,
and you’ll hear the clip-
pity-clopping of her
high heels fading into
the distance.

The huge Ralphs
supermarket is open all
night, and you’ll often
see furtive, undernour-
ished-looking people
there buying lighters,
steel wool pads, and
tire-pressure gauges
they use to make crack
pipes. Ralphs is the
only place you can get
such smoking necessi-
ties at night in this
neighborhood, since
7-Eleven stopped sell-
ing Brillo pads and
liquor stores quit carry-
ing single-rose stems
sealed in versatile glass
tubes. The Laundromat
on El Cajon near 70th
has a public restroom
that costs a quarter to
use. At night, it’s usu-
ally occupied by home-

PERMANENT
COSMETIC

MAKEUP

Cosmetic

Procedures
Eyeliner *300 (reg. *400)
Lip Liner *300 (reg. *400)
Eyebrows *300 (reg. *400)
Full Lip *600 (reg. *800)

Corrective
Procedures

* Facial camouflage

e -

* Areola pigmentation
* Cleft lip redefinition
* Remove freckles,
age spots, and sun spots

Scar
Removal

* Acne scars .
Free Consultation

[ ll Gift Certificates Available—,

A Treat from Head to Toe —
all for only *135

3-31/2 hours. Package includes:
¢ European facial

¢ Complete 1-hour therapeutic body massage
* Manicure & Pedi-spa

¢ Choice of any body spa treatment
Microdermabrasion with Rejuvenation Facial can be substituted

for European Facial; add $35.

* Skin graft scars
* Surgical scars
* Hypertrophics scars

<
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Microdermabrasion with
Free Rejuvenation Facial*

*Free with any microdermabrasion treatment.
Unbelievable Results! Supersonic machine improves facial:
* Lifting * Toning ¢ Elasticity ® Pigmentation

3 microdermabrasion sessions: $235

4th session is FREE

6 Free Microdermabrasions

with purchase of

6 Series IPL (Photofacial Rejuvenation) *1200

* Increases collagen & elasticity
* Rid yourself of wrinkles, lines and folds, age spots, pores,
stretch marks, dilated capillaries and rosacea

Slimming Face & Body
Treatment *80

This computerized technology will help reshape thighs,
tummy, back of arms, double chin and more!

Summer Package *110

Begin with a European facial. After the facial we give you a relaxing
back facial beginning with deep cleansing and followed by exfoliation
using hydro-active mineral salts to polish away dullness. Relax with a
Swedish or acupressure massage with essential oils. Finish with a sea
mud pack, then detox hydro-pack wrap for slimming.

European Facial oy *50
1-1'/> hour facial includes:

Facial benefits to skin include:

¢ Head and neck acupressure - Deep cleanse - Repair

* Alpha Hydroxy Peel or - Refine - Hydrate
Multi-Vitamin Exfoliation

Add 15-minute back aromatherapy for *15.

Energy Balancing Plan *80

* 45-minute reflexology foot massage
* 30-minute head, neck, acupressure, and back massage
* Pedi-spa included

Credit cards accepted ® Offers good with this ad. Expires 1/7/04.

SONYA of London

DAY SPA AND FULL-SERVICE SALON ¢ 3924 PARK BLVD.

HILLCREST * 619-291-2728  OPEN 7 DAYS
CALL 619-233-9797 EXT. 7140 FOR RECORDED INFORMATION.

www.sonyaoflondon.com

dermalogica’
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\ Certified, Mexican Board of
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

 Winter
Specials

Free shuttle service on day of surgery

Face-Lift $5,200

Tummy Tuck $3,600
_ ;

- 4
J ~

|

Breast Augmentation
$3,200

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

www.drluissuarez.com

Call today toll-free in the U.S.:
1-888-873-0808
FREE CONSULTATION
convenient payment plans available,
Ao Mision de Santo Tomas
& MNo. 1507, Lona Fli:. Tijuana

—

less or far-from-home
people “renting” the
bathroom and, most
importantly, its lock-
able door, rare in this
part of the city, often to
make use of those
Brillo pads, tire gauges,
and butane lighters
they just bought down
the street at Ralphs.

— Jay Allen Sanford

ENCINITAS

While some towns form
inland and grow toward
the coast, the roots of
Encinitas are coastal
and its heart is beach-
side. This is where the
core of the town is,
where people and their
families have lived for
decades and grown up
with their neighbors.
These are the people
who remember the days
of bicycling to work,
when there were no
stop signs on Highway
101 and when newcom-

Costa area, however, is
a different story. Busi-
nesses like Target
Greatland and a domi-
nant LA Fitness center,
as well as the all-too-
familiar four-minute
stoplights, are signs of
recent growth. With
seemingly every square
acre of land either
under construction or
host to a tract home, La
Costa has undoubtedly
lost some of its unique
appeal. Newer citizens
enjoy the convenience
of the shopping centers,
with a gas station and a
Starbucks on every cor-
ner, but many estab-
lished locals miss the
simpler hum of a town.
With this recent
spurt of housing devel-
opment in the rolling
hills of back-yard
Encinitas come the
daily appearances of
overly aggressive soccer
moms in minivans and

ENCINITAS: Off Vulcan and Neptune, you

can find a variety of residents including

struggling artists, retired locals, wealthy

singles, and comfortable surfer families.

ers were immediately
noticed, none of which
are in the too-distant
past. Things are not
nearly the same, but
needless to say they are
still agreeable.

In spite of this laid-
back atmosphere, there
exists a strong sense of
localism that is tied to a
tightly knit surf com-
munity. Outsiders are
viewed with misgivings
and are not always wel-
come, often for reasons
like traffic, both in and
out of the water. Locals
sometimes take some
warming up to, as they
become frustrated in
dealing with the effects
of an unstoppable
tourist industry. Com-
munity events and
street fairs are common
west of the 5, and aside
from the localism there
is a calm, friendly, live-
and-let-live vibe.

The greater La

their Beemer-driving,
cell-phone-fiend hus-
bands. There are neigh-
borhoods in which
people can live across
the street from one
another for years and
never know each
other’s names, but there
are also communities of
closely bound,
brownie-baking friends
and families. Along the
coast, off Vulcan and
Neptune, you can find a
variety of residents,
including struggling
artists, retired locals,
wealthy singles, and
comfortable surfer
families.

Over the hill and
just a few miles away,
streets like these give
way to the surprisingly
busy thoroughfares of
El Camino Real,
Encinitas Boulevard,
and Rancho Santa Fe
Road. The latter winds
into the back portion of

Fabul(s Brows
‘Permanent Eyebrows

For women.
Offered by the most skilled artis
Individual hairlike procedure.

Gorgeous E

Eyelash Enhance
Tor thicker and fuller
give a more natur

BEAUTY look instead of eyeliner.

]59 E]FX}FR : Eyelash Perm
s 5 q environment. &

619.466.3386 and Tint

Laser R.emovul of TATTOOS

: Would you like to

If so, state-of-the-art
laser technology can

erase your tattoo

completely.

FAST, SAFE,
AFFORDABLE

For men and women
Financing available

y remove your tattoo?
i ™
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After 0% Experience Excellence...
8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
C AN Suite 1040, Mission Valley

)Hl“ DI EGO ILAS ER (in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)
. CENTER 1-888-SD LASER (sss.735.2737)

www.sandiegolasercenter.com

Nutritional and Weight Loss
Programs That Really Work

Botox (one site)
with Microdermabrasion 215

Three Microdermabrasion
Treatments 150

Laser Hair Removal 50% Off (all sites)

lonithermie Cellulite Reduction
(Lose 1-8 inches in one treatment!) *100

ELLEN F. GABEL, M.D.

Where you are treated personally by a licensed M.D.
2333 1st Ave,, Ste. 103, San Diego

For an appointment, call Sharon:
619.544.9293/544.9295

Laser Hair Reduction

PERMANENT « SAFE - AFFORDABLE
FDA-approved NdYAG laser. For all skin types.

50% OFF

Laser Hair Removal
With this ad. Expires 12/31/03.

{Botoxsiooji

First region. With purchase of 3 treatments.

Gift Certificates Available

Free Hair Consultation

Shelter Island Skin & Laser

1370 Rosecrans St. #C + 619-243-0777




Hair Transplant...
The Permanent Cure

BEFORE

AFTER

Actual patient at 6-month follow-up exam.
+ Microscope-dissected follicular unit hair transplantation
« Scalp evaluated with 200X-power video microscope camera
» Most natural appearing hairline
* One Day in the Chair, a Lifetime of Hair!

N\\'“'-D Quality is everything — Don't settle for less!
1:'\‘“5 OFFER Free Physician Consultation!

3,000 Transplanted Hairs...$2,900!

No additional hidden charges.

Cosmetic/, W‘?ekend
Oss Medical ’Z’O'Ptments
Center Vailable

Brandon M. Ross, M.D., M.B.A., M.P.H.

www.rosscmg.com

306 Walnut Avenue, Suite 31, San Diego
619-291-9333

MICRODERMABRASION
*60/SESSION - 6 SESSIONS 300

L

5% ; F‘_i ) 4 ‘ rﬂg
> HOLIDAY LASER ' 74
o HAIR REMOVAL SPECIAL X

Bikini & Underarms *150 ¢200 valuel)*
Gift Certificates Available

Laser Hair Removal Prices:

* NASAL *75 - BIKINI *99

- EARS *75 « CHEST *199

= LIP*79 - LOWER LEGS *199
- CHIN *79 « FULL FACE *199

- UNDERARMS *99

« Please call for prices on any other areas. « All services provided by a physician.
» We have the latest FDA-approved laser machine. « We specialize in all skin types.

AT ) s
:PT oy BOTOX 10 per unit '
e No minimum requirements. Expires 1/15/04. -

Student discounts available.

Parvin Pam Mani, M.D., EFA.C.0.G.

5555 Reservoir Drive, Suite 208 GAUBEOR)
(By SDSU, off Alvarado Rd.) @@MQ@QM )
619-583-7555

*One time only. New clients. Expires 12/31/03.
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Encinitas that borders
Olivenhain and consists
of well-spaced, large
homes and a fair share
of multimillion-dollar
estates. Much more
reserved than the color-
ful, often eccentric
coastal profile, the
estates mingle with
respectable homes and
working-class people
who can contribute to
an uptight atmosphere.

It is the typical
small-town story: the
world discovered
Encinitas, and things
will never go back to
what they were before
this place was washed,
starched, and pressed
by developers and sub-
urbanites. The changes
that have taken place in
La Costa are undeni-
able proof that Encini-
tas has evolved from a
little surf town. How-
ever, even with all of its
stop signs and sight-
seers, beachside Encini-
tas retains its soulful
charm.

— Gabrielle Clifford

LA MESA

The doctor says, “You're
a few pounds over-
weight, your choles-
terol’s a bit scary, and
your blood pressure...”

“Yeah, okay,”
grumble. “So what’s
your prescription?”

“You could change
your diet.”

“Not for the better,
I couldn’t. My wife
already suckered me
into eating like a bird.”

“Then...” He
pauses so long, I imag-
ine he’ll say, “Get ready
to die.” But he says,
“Exercise.”

Before I have a
chance to complain
about my overbooked
schedule or to argue
that I already play golf
and softball and take
our baby for a walk
most every day, he says,
“Whatever you do,
double it”

“Cool,” I say, think-
ing that if Pam suggests
I play too much golf
can give her a shocked
look and say, “Doctor’s
orders.”

LASER

2-Year Written Guarantee
Regardless of Package Price

Call to hear about
a free treatment!

e =

LASER HAIR REMOVAL )

B LIGHTSHEER Diode Laser,
the lafest in fechnology

B Professional Staff of
Reqistered Nurses and
On-site Physician

IPL PHOTOREJUVENATION )

B Customized 90-minute Treatment

B Give Yourself Younger,
Brighter-Looking Skin

OTHER SERVICES )

B Microdermabrasion

B Peels / Facials

HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATES

8950 Villa La Jolla Dr., Ste. C106
La Jolla, CA 92037
(Off Hwy 5 - Free Parking)
www.clclajolla.com

858-625-0505
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SHUMWAY
INSTITUTE

of Laser & Cosmetic Surgery

my holiday

wish list...
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=
beautiful

breasts

sparkling

eyes

luscious

lips
dazzling

face

shapely
body

Complimentary Consultation

8568.587.2640

ROBERT A. SHUMWAY, MD, FACS
www.shumwayinstitute.com
9834 Genesee Avenue, Suite 225
Scripps La Jolla Hospital
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But she could argue
that golf costs money
and walking doesn’t,
and we live in La Mesa,
arguably the best walk-
ing neighborhood east
of I-5.

For serious hiking,
Cowles Mountain is
maybe ten minutes by
car from our home, and
for strolling, Lake Mur-
ray’s even closer. But
why drive at all when
our part of La Mesa,
which newcomers call
“the Village,” is sur-
rounded by three pretty
hills?

Suppose we start
from the trolley stop at
Spring Street and La
Mesa Boulevard. Rather
than take the boulevard
with its countless
antiques shops, we go
east on Allison, make a
left on Pine, the green-
est and homiest of the
cross streets that take us
to University Avenue.
After crossing Univer-
sity, we’ll turn right and
perhaps look down
upon a game of Little
League baseball or old-
timers’ softball before
we make a left on
Memorial Drive, into
MacArthur Park. If
we’re lucky, as we pass
Porter Hall, an AA
meeting will be hap-
pening and we’ll over-
hear a confession or
testimonial. Then,
using the second stairs
on the right, we’ll cut
through the Commu-
nity Center, pausing to
glance at the seniors
doing yoga or the tiny
girls dancing, and pass
the playground where
moms chat while their
kids hang precariously
from the jungle gym.
With an eye out for
errant golf balls, we
make a left and con-
tinue upward to the
crest of the hill that
overlooks the Sun Val-
ley Golf Course club-
house and the commu-
nity swimming pool,
and before the descent,
we turn onto a paved
path that leads us to a
cul-de-sac and a mod-
est but gracious
neighborhood.

A few hundred
yards along Porter Hill
Terrace, we make a left
and climb again on Tia
Maria, go right on Tio
Diego, and proceed to
the top of Porter Hill,
to peer southeast
between houses across
pleasant old La Mesa or

MIRA MESA: [ loved the smell of the
lumpia and pansit their elders cooked at our

recreation center on weekends.

to gaze north into the
present and future, the
megastores of Fletcher
Parkway.

Back down the hill,
we’ll follow Randlett to
La Mesa Boulevard. On
our way back to the
trolley, we’d better stop
and strengthen our-
selves with a chile rel-
leno at Mario’s or
albéndigas at Por Favor.
But then, remembering
that pesky doctor, we
need to walk off those
calories.

We go one block
east of Spring to Palm
Avenue and stride
south to Pasadena
Avenue, the road that
meanders around Col-
lier Park, and as we
leave the park behind,
we start wandering, our
compass set to north-
east and upward, until
we reach the crest of
Boulder Heights and
perhaps find ourselves
wondering why people
even want houses big as
cathedrals, or how
many hundreds of gal-
lons of gas a week a
family with two Explor-
ers, a Navigator, and a
Hummer must use.

By the time we find
our way back to the
boulevard, we crave
beer. We rationalize the
indulgence by remind-
ing ourselves that we’ve
got one more hill to
climb, and it’s the
toughest. The most aer-
obic. The fat burner.

So we stride west
on the boulevard to
Date Avenue, make a
left, then a right on
Lemon Avenue, plod up

a short hill, and make
another left onto Alta,
where we continue ever
upward to the intersec-
tion of Alta and
Fairview, where we look
for the steps, a walker’s
trail between yards.
Olga, a fiery Rus-
sian prophet who lives

Atop the steps on
Pasadena Avenue, we
admire old houses and
a mansion or two —
Mount Nebo was an
early haunt of La Mesa’s
prosperous. It’s a good
place to catch our
breath and ponder
some mysteries. Why is
it, we wonder, that old
mansions appear grace-
ful, while new ones
look obscene, or at least
pretentious?

And why doesn’t
someone appear and
offer us lemonade on
one of the decks that
overlook La Mesa, from
Lake Murray to Mount
Helix?

At Vista Drive, we
go left, then make a
right on Prospect and
march on. The road has
flattened out. We’ve
climbed all we’re going

here on Mount Nebo,
tells of a route of steps
like these that would
take us to the moun-
taintop and down the
other side, if the previ-
ous two hills, albéndi-
gas, and beer hadn’t
sapped our will to
explore.

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Laser Removal of Spider Veins

or Rosacea From Your Face or Legs

Are you tired of hiding
unsightly spider veins
OF rosacea on your
legs and face?

Before

If so, state-ofthe-art
laser technology can
erase your spider veins
or rosacea completely.
Afor For men and women.

Experience Excellence... 8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
SAN DIEGO ILASER (in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)
1-888-SD LASER (sss.7352737)
AN YA RN-RS www.sandiegolasercenter.com

ELIMINATES
WRINKLES AND
FROWN LINES

Botox

Years of Experience
© FDA approved ® Fast, safe, affordable  Unsurpassed resuls

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,

)HN DIEGO LASE“ f::::dy?ri?\’bﬁgssri\::rt\lfu/\ea\{noﬁHote\]
MEDICAL CENTE 1-888-SD LASER (3857352737

www.sandiegolasercenter.com




Call toda

prices Startin
Under Apf\rgsa
ikini Ar
thou\ders $129.

Locations Nationwide. Toll Free:

(866) 54 - LASER

www.advancedlaserclinics.com

N o

for a free consultation and
discover how easy and affordable it is
to permanently reduce unwanted hair!

LIN.

OF LA JOLLA, A MEDICAL CENTE

ne hour!

NO TRAYS, NO STRIPS, NO MESS!

BRITE%SMILE.

ALL ASPECTS OF GENERAL AND AFFORDABLE COSMETIC DENTISTRY PERFORMED.

3

$125 OFF

BRITESMILE TEETH WHITENING

OR COSMETIC SERVICE
[REGULARLY $600].
— OR —

SPECIAL

FOR TWO

PURCHASE 1 BRITESMILE AT REGULAR PRICE
AND GET THE SECOND AT 50% OFF.

1,000 OFF

“EXTREME SMILE MAKEOVER"

For a free consultation and new patient specials, call:

NORTH COUNTY AND COASTAL AREAS
Dr. Eskeland, D.D.S., F.A.G.D.
Dr. Ettefagh, D.D.S.

Dr. Tahmasebi, D.D.S., FA.C.D.

858-587-9077

CENTRAL, EAST COUNTY AND

DOWNTOWN AREAS

Dr. Tahmasebi, D.D.S., FA.C.D.
Dr. Christensen, D.D.S.

619-667-3330

*Not to be used in conjunction with any other form of discounted dentistry
(e.g., PPO or HMO insurance or other coupons). Offers valid through January 8, 2004.

to. The road ends in a
circle around some
grand eucalyptus trees.
We gaze west, from
south to north, through
sparkling air or smoggy
haze, at the Pacific,
from below the border
to Del Mar, and con-
gratulate ourselves for
following doctor’s
orders.

— Ken Kuhlken

MIRA MESA

I’ve lived in Mira Mesa
all but 6 of my 34 years.
I watched it grow from
a community with one
gas station, one grocery
store, and the main
street, Mira Mesa
Boulevard, ending at
Parkdale. The boule-
vard now goes from the
I-15, past Parkdale,
through Sorrento Valley
to the 805. I remember
the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, which we
walked to, since we
lived around the corner.
The ten-year-olds I
hung out with were
mad that we would no
longer be able to ride
our bikes down the dirt
road to the old aban-
doned ranch or the
olive grove where we
shot BB guns. Some-
times we’d get adven-
turous at night and ride
through the fields up to
the cemetery and tell
ghost stories. We’d
always leave with secu-
rity chasing us.

When Challenger
Junior High School was
built across the street
from my house, I was
bummed to be losing
my favorite canyon. It
was a canyon where my
friends and I played
cowboys and Indians,
caught lizards and king
snakes, and watched
fires rage. My older
brother caught rat-
tlesnakes by pressing a
tree branch against
their heads and pushing
them into a box. He’'d
ride his Huffy bike
home, laughing as it
rattled. Eat your heart
out, Crocodile Hunter!

When they started
developing the land
leading to Sorrento Val-

rVIQ) DAY SPA
N Full-Service Salon

Give the Gift of Health!
1-hr. Stress Relief Back Treatment
1/2-hr. Reflexology (Foot Massage)
1-hr. Facial
Myotonology Face-Lift
$165 (reg. $195) Exp. 12/31/03.

Perfect Gift for the Holidays
1/2-hr. Ear Candling
1/2-hr. Back Facial
1-hr. Massage
$125 (reg. $180) Exp. 12/31/03.

Holiday Energy
1-hr. La Hot Stone Massage and Spa Pedicure
$80 (reg. $100) Exp. 12/31/03.

Body Balance Booster
1-hr. La Hot Stone Massage
1/2-hr. Reflexology (Foot Massage)
1/2-hr. Head and Neck Acupressure
$125 (reg. $150) Exp. 12/31/03.

Permanent Cosmetic Makeup
Free Consultation
Lipliner $200 (reg. $300)
Eyebrow Hair Simulation $200 (reg. $300)
Eyeliner $200 (Includes upper & lower) (reg. $300)
Full Lips $400 (reg. $600)
Eyelash Enhancement $300 (reg. $595)
e State-of-the-art technique * Medically proven
e Completely safe ¢ 8 years’ experience

We use
dispos;|
needle?_n' e

Pamper Yourself for the Holidays
2-1/2 hrs. Includes European Facial, 1-hr. Full Body
Therapeutic Massage, Manicure and Pedicure.

$99 (reg $120) Exp. 12/31/03.

Perfect Gift for Guys and Gals

1-hr. Facial, includes 15-minute Head and Neck Acupressure
and Back Massage. Alpha Hydroxy Peel (smoothes and
softens skin texture and appearance). A natural face-lift that
helps cleanse the skin, removes fine lines, freckles and
blemishes. Includes European Facial. Plus Spa Manicure and
Pedicure.

$70 (reg $85) Exp. 12/31/03.

?& HOLIDAY SPECIAL j’:
Free 50-Minute Massage

With purchase of 3 packages or if you refer 3 people.
Minimum of $100 each package. Exp. 12/31/03.

Total Body Wellness
3 hours. Includes European Facial, 1-hr. Full Body
Therapeutic Massage, Manicure, Deluxe Spa Pedicure,
and your choice of one spa body therapy below:
a) Hydroactive Mineral Salt Scrub, b) Enzymatic Sea Mud
Wrap, ¢) Detox Hydro Pack Wrap for slimming, d) Detox
Herbal Linen Wrap, e) Aromatherapy Steamer
$130 (reg $180) Exp. 12/31/03.

Renew Skin for the Holidays
European Facial and Microdermabrasion Treatment
$65 (reg $75) Exp. 12/31/03.

Escape from Holiday Stress
1-hr. Stress Relief Back Treatment, 1/2-hr. Reflexology (Foot
Massage), 1/2-hr. Head and Neck Acupressure, 1/2-hr. Ear
Candling, Spa Pedicure and Manicure,
1/2-hr. Aromatherapy Steamer
$165 (reg $195) Exp. 12/31/03.

9484 Black Mountain Rd., Suite D
San Diego, CA 92126 ¢ 858-586-6245

Open 7 days a week.

Visa/MC. No checks accepted.
www.vipdayspa.com

ift Cards
Gl ailab|e!

AV

Lic. #24737
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ley, they found Indian
artifacts. As when the
school was built, devel-
opment stopped while
the area was excavated.
My brother and I went
out there hoping to get
rich finding arrow-
heads, but all we found
was a teenagers’ fort
with empty beer bot-
tles, cigarettes, and a
porno magazine (which
our parents eventually
discovered after we
brought it back to our
fort — which was,
unfortunately, in our
own back yard).

Mira Mesa High
School was built in
1977.1 graduated from
it ten years later. We
had close to a thousand
kids in our graduating
class because Scripps
Ranch had yet to build
its own high school. We
had a lot of Asians, and
Mira Mesa was often

dated Filipinas. And I
loved the smell of
lumpia and pansit,
which their elders
cooked at our recre-
ation center on
weekends.

I read in the paper
that there are Asian
gangs in this area,
although I don’t see
them. I do see their cars
some nights, in a long
caravan down the
boulevard. They meet
at In-N-Out Burger

Sorrento Valley.
Although I don’t see
gang activity, I've been
close to my share of
violence. A guy I played
basketball with, Tony
Giles, was shot and
killed at our rec center.
At the same place 20
years later, my girl-
friend’s daughter had
an underage friend who
died there because of
drugs. The library next
to the rec center has
become the Epicentre,

"l "¥3INV44NH AANYS A8 HdVYDOLOHd

was built next door.
But there are so
many things I love
about Mira Mesa, like
the House of Ice, which
was fun in the summer,
before we were old
enough to drive to the
rink at UTC. We have
Lake Miramar, which
we always fished at,
although we never
caught anything.
Apparently somebody
does, because the
largest bass in San

called Manila Mesa. I before heading off for which is a teen center Diego was caught there
played basketball with illegal street races on and an all-age music in the late *70s. We are
the Filipino guys and Kearny Villa Road or in venue. A new library one of the few places
HEALTH AND BEAUTY
Laser Removal of ACne STR‘E"_‘FE ’I'.‘I”""""Klf‘ S

Newly approved CLEARZ.,//" ireatment clears acne by destroying
bacteria within the skin, with no irritation, drug-free and no downtime.
FAST SAFE, AFFORDABLE
For men and women « Financing available

LASER HAIR REMOVAL ¢ LASER COLLAGEN REGENERATION
MICRODERMABRASION ¢ AGE SPOTS ¢ STRETCH MARKS ¢ TATTOO REMOVAL

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
fala W Xdah)) Svite 1040, Mission Valley

E SAN DIEUU Ll‘\)[n (in the Hyundul bldg., necrvheMamoﬂ Hotel)
. 1-888-SD LASER (ss37352737)

LIRS A BREE www.sandiegolasercenter.com

& Scars

FOR REPIGMENTATION\k

Would you like to remove stretch
marks or scars? If so, a revolutionary
new light-based treatment can remove
stretch marks or scars by restoring
pigment to the affected areas.

FAST » SAFE » AFFORDABLE

For men and women @ Financing available

Experience Excellence...

CAMNEANTACED
E JAIN VICWV LAJIR

MEDICAL CENTER

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
(in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)

1-888-SD LASER (sss.735:2737)

www.sandiegolasercenter.com

Mira Mesa

left that has a
Farrell’s — the old-
fashioned ice cream
parlor, with old-fash-
ioned candies and a
player piano.

We didn’t have
many celebrities in
Mira Mesa. All through
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make it into profes-
sional sports, including
my high school team-
mate Ray Rowe — who
had success at SDSU
also. But the most
famous athlete we had
was Michael Pittman,
who is now a running
back for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.

My stepdad deliv-
ered mail here for over
20 years (and it’s how
he met my mom, just
like in the mailman
jokes). On Halloween,
we walked his route
with him and racked up
lots of candy. It’s a mid-
dle-class neighborhood,
with modest three-bed-
room houses. My par-

high school, I worked at ents paid $21,000 for
the McDonald’s, and it their place on New
was a big thrill when Salem Street. My mom
sportscaster Ted Leitner and stepdad paid

or Padre Tony Gwynn $46,000 for the three-
came in for a Big Mac. bedroom, two-bath on
Both lived in Scripps Parkdale in 1977.

Ranch. On the subject
of baseball players, 1989

While I sit in an
apartment in Mira

MVP Kevin Mitchell Mesa, I long for the
was often in Mira Mesa, good ol’ days. Especially
playing pickup basket- for those house prices.
ball and baseball games. And some of that
We’ve had a few Mira Halloween candy. m
Mesa High alumni — Josh Board

H e __ | Introductory

Laser Alr’ offers:
$95 per 1/2 hour

New Light Sheer Diode

La Jolla Dermatology and
Cosmetic Surgery Center

Howard Milstein, MD, and Associates
7334 Girard Ave., Suite 201, La Jolla
Call for FREE consultation:
858-454-8811

on first session
(one area)

25% off all follow-up
treatments (one area)

IPL Photo
Rejuvenation
Available!

Offers good with this ad only.
Expires 1/31/04.
New patients only.

Finally

' Selected Fox 6

“Silk Peel”

The Next Generation in Skin Rejuvenation
¢ Crystal-free exfoliation ® Liquid-enhanced diamond-tip abrasion
o Ultimate in treating all skin types, acne, pigmentation

CosMEDICAL

SPA & LASER CENTER
CORONADO

Dr. Jeffry Schafer, Medical Director
800-810-6153

Botox Wednesdays: from $125 per area

“A New Image
Makeover”
Surgeon

Embarrassing Male Breast Tissue?
Dissolve your liposuction concerns —
New “VASER” MICRO-LIPO"Body Sculpting

¢ Cutting-edge technology  Finer body sculpting ® Local anesthesia ® Quick recovery

Save $1000 through 12-31-03.

I BEFORE ‘

|
AFTER
Results may vary

NEW IMAGE
q COSMETIC
SURGERY

Selected Fox 6
“A New Image
Makeover” Surgeon

Jeffry Schafer, M.D.
www.sandiegolipo.com
Coronado e 1-800-810-5811




Health Beauty Guide

Free 24-hour hotline for frequently asked questions

Call 619-233-9797 anytime and enter a four-digit extension, or visit our website: SanDiegoReader.com/health

Extension 7010
Abdominoplasty
1 What is abdominoplasty?

2 Full v. mini v. liposuction
3 Surgery

4 Risks & side effects

5 Recovery

Sponsored by

D. Glynn Bolitho,
MD, PhD, FACS
9834 Genesee Ave.,
Suite 311, La Jolla
858-458-5100
bolitho.md

Extension 7180
Laser Tattoo
Removal

1 How does it work?

2 Who is a candidate?

3 Is it painful?

4 How much does it cost?
5 After the treatments

Sponsored by
Tattoo Removal
Laser Clinic

DeAnza View Medical Ctr.

3737 Moraga Avenue
Suite B-111, Mission Bay
858-272-2021
trlaser.com

Extension 7050

Weight Loss

1 What should I eat?

2 How much can I lose?
3 Body Mass Index (BMI)
4 Is the Atkins Diet safe?
5 Exercise: How much?

Sponsored by

Viva Wellness
Medical Group

3166 Midway Drive,
Suite 105, Point Loma
619-222-5433
vivawellness.com

Extension 7070

Botox

1 What is Botox?

2 Botox & wrinkles

3 Effects of Botox

4 How much does it cost?

Sponsored by

Venus Medical

3166 Midway Dr.,
Suite 105, Point Loma
619-758-9875
venusmedical.com

Extension 7060

Laser Vein/Rosacea

Treatment

1 About our center

2 Causes of spider veins/rosacea
3 How lasers treat spider veins
4 Treatments

5 Appointments & costs

Sponsored by

San Diego Laser

Medical Center

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
888-735-2737
sandiegolasercenter.com

Extension 7110
Collagen
Injections

1 About collagen injections
2 Who can benefit?

3 Procedure

4 After the treatment

5 Other considerations

Sponsorship
available

Extension 7040
Breast Surgery
1 Breast augmentation

2 Silicone v. saline implants
3 Breast lift

4 Breast reduction

5 Male breast reduction

Sponsored by

D. Glynn Bolitho,
MD, PhD, FACS
9834 Genesee Ave.,
Suite 311, La Jolla
858-458-5100
bolitho.md

Extension 7120
Permanent
Makeup

1 Who can benefit?

2 Explanation of procedure
3 Corrective applications

4 Ts it truly permanent?

5 Skin imperfection treatments

Sponsored by

Sonya of London
3924 Park Boulevard
Hillcrest
619-291-2728
sonyaoflondon.com

Extension 7100
Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Stained & discolored teeth

2 Chipped & cracked teeth

3 Missing teeth/Bite dysfunction
4 Excessive or uneven gums

5 Old & unsightly fillings

Sponsorship
available

Extension 7150
Eyelid Surgery
1 What is blepharoplasty?
2 Will scars be noticeable?
3 Recovery period

4 Ts laser used?

5 Alternatives

Sponsored by

Mario S. Yco, MD, FACS
477 N. El Camino Real,
Suite A-210, Encinitas
760-944-4211
facesurgery.com

Extension 7130

Photofacial

1 Aging skin

2 What is IPL Photofacial?

3 How it works

4 What to expect

5 Frequently asked questions

Sponsored by
Institute for
Aesthetic Medicine
9339 Genesee Ave.,
Suite 260, UTC Area
858-678-0220
aestheticmed.com

Extension 7170

Electrolysis

1 Explanation of procedure
2 Cost of treatment

3 Is it painful?

4 How is skin affected?

5 How long does it last?

Sponsorship
available

Extension 7020
Face-Lift

1 Who can benefit?

2 Explanation of procedure
3 Alternate procedures

4 Side effects

5 After surgery

Sponsored by
Amir Moradi, MD
Face Beautiful
2023 W. Vista Way,
Suite F, Vista
760-726-6451
rejuvaspa.com

Extension 7000

Rhinoplasty

1 Procedures

2 Nose "design" options
3 Risks & side effects

4 After surgery

5 Resumption of activities

Sponsored by

Mario S. Yco, MD, FACS
477 N. El Camino Real,
Suite A-210, Encinitas
760-944-4211
facesurgery.com

Extension 7190

Graft Hair
Replacement

1 How does it work?

2 Who is a candidate?

3 Resuming activities

4 Cost of treatment

5 Treatment for women

Sponsorship
available

Extension 7080

Laser Eye Surgery
1 About LASIK

2 Who is a candidate?

3 Your eye exam

4 Surgery

5 After surgery

.'H‘._'
Sponsored by

Farzad Yaghouti, MD
Global Laser Vision

6950 Friars Rd., Suite 100
Mission Valley
800-438-5274
globallaservision.com

Extension 7140

Spa Treatment

1 Spa body therapy

2 Body massage

3 Spa packages

4 Computerized treatment

5 Microdermabrasion

Sponsored by

Sonya of London
3924 Park Boulevard
Hillcrest
619-291-2728
sonyaoflondon.com

Extension 7200

Weight Loss
Lap-Band Surgery

1 What is it?

2 Best candidates

3 Lap band v. gastric bypass
4 Risks & side effects

5 Recovery

Sponsored by

Ariel Ortiz Lagardere, MD,
FACS

800-287-7010
obesitycontrolcenter.com

Extension 709(-)
Laser Hair
Removal

1 About our center

2 How it works

3 Which laser is best?
4 Treatment

5 Appointments & costs

Sponsored by

San Diego Laser

Medical Center

8880 Rio San Diego Drive,
Suite 1040, Mission Valley
888-735-2737
sandiegolasercenter.com

Extension7030
Tumescent
Liposuction

1 How it works

2 Best candidates

3 Risks & side effects
4 After surgery

5 Your new figure

Sponsored by
Amir Moradi, MD
Face Beautiful
2023 W. Vista Way,
Suite F, Vista
760-726-6451
rejuvaspa.com

The professionals who
provide this information
are solely responsible for
its content. This infor-
mation does not address
all medical situations,
nor is it intended to
replace a medical con-
sultation. It is provided
free, but if calling from
outlying areas, you may
incur toll charges on
your telephone bill.
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NORTH COUNTY’S

tacial Rejuvenation

(osmetic Surgery
(enter

Mario S. Yco, M.D., EA.CS.

BOARD CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD OF FACIAL,

PLASTIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

477 N. El Camino Real, Svite A-210
Encinitas - 760-944-4211
www.facesurgery.com

Gift certificates available.

(omplimentary
ThermaCool TC™
(onsultation

Wrinkle reduction.
EXPIRES 12/31/03.

Foto Facial™

IPL Treatments

FDA Approved.
Reduce the signs of sun damage
and rosacea.

5350

Procedure performed by Sarina Brumley, PA.

FIRST TREATMENT. FULL FACE. REGULARLY $400.

WITH THIS AD. EXPIRES 12/31/03.

Laser Hair
Removal

Bikini, lip, chin, underarm.

5125

Procedure performed by Jennifer Herber, R.N.
PER TREATMENT, PER AREA.
WITH THIS AD. EXPIRES 12/31/03.

Botox Injections

Group days. Treat crow’s-feet,
forehead and frown line.

5015

Procedure performed by Mario S. Yco, M.D.
PER TREATMENT AREA. REGULARLY $350.
WITH THIS AD. EXPIRES 12/31/03.

Quantum Laser™

For leq veins.
CALL OFFICE FOR QUOTES.

continued from page 1
Wrong Service
Re: Penasquitos Lutheran
Church (“Sheep and Goats,”
December 11). Abe went to
the wrong service! Eight and
9:30 are more animated.
You would not think you
were at the same church —
please note the difference in
attendance. At 8:00 you
would see many hands raised
in joyful praise and clap-
ping to the music led by
Pastor Greg and an ensem-
ble of singers accompanied
by guitars, drums, keyboard,
piano, and other instruments.
At 9:30 you would be sur-
rounded by kids — children
are a priority at PLC — the
message and children’s mes-
sage would be the same,
though.
Marjie Joramo
Member PLC
via e-mail

Historical Housing

In the December 11 “Pic-
ture Story,” there is a photo
of the Midway Post Office
taken in 1972.

For your information,
that photo shows another
area of some historical in-
terest. In the lower right-
hand side is the first Navy
housing project built of
concrete. I think it is now
called Gateway. I don’t re-
member the original name.
The units were two-story,
with four two-floored apart-
ments; the end ones were
two-bedrooms, and the two
center ones could be con-

verted into one one-bed-
room and one three-bed-
room. It has been remodeled
and updated and is still a de-
sirable place to live.

That project, I believe, is
the only one left of the many
built in that area. All the area
around Midway and what is
now Sports Arena Boule-
vard was filled with housing
for the military and “war
workers.”

My father, William Du-
Charme, U.S. Naval Medical
Corps, was stationed at the
U.S. Marine base across
Barnett Avenue. Our family
moved into the project
while it was still under con-
struction. I can’t remember
whether that was 1939 or
1940. Our unit was on Up-
shur Drive. Every morning,
while eating breakfast, we
watched the planes taking
off from the adjacent air-
field. (Those were the days
before TV.) When Dad was
transferred to Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, in 1942, we moved into
another project that was un-
der construction. One of the
first Levitt built. But that’s
another story.

Lorraine Trup
Pacific Beach

John And Paul Might

Disagree

I came across Mary Mont-
gomery’s little review while
I was looking for coupons
(“Hometown CDs,” De-
cember 11). As to her cliché
comments about repetitive
lyrics: “Speaking words of
wisdom / Let it be / Let it be,
let it be / Let it be, let it be /
Whisper words of wisdom /

Let it be.” Artist: Beatles. Al-
bum: Let It Be. Song: “Let It
Be” (Lennon, McCartney)
1970.

Perhaps John and Paul
might disagree with Mont-
gomery’s assessment.

The real information on
this CD [22 Mountains,
Danielle Lo Presti and the
Masses] is that the messages
are powerful, the voice reaches
into your soul, and the band
is one of the best. Yes, this
CD is different compared to
the first; it has a little more
hope in it. The song “22
Mountains” helps remind
the listener that you can keep
going, no matter what. This
album gets me through my
days dealing with corporate
America when nothing else
does.

Laura K. Sutherland
via e-mail

Fishless Fan
I especially enjoy “Tin Fork”
columns. Mr. Bedford has
what it takes. I quit reading
the other food critic when she
gave top rating to a restaurant
at the Marriott in Del Mar
in spite of its deafening
acoustics and no tablecloths.
Whenever a U-T sales-
man accosts me, I tell him I
don’t have any fish to wrap.
And then to really crap him
out, I tell him they should
have never lost Don Bauder!
Charlie Edmonds
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Catastrophe Menu

Titanic New Year’s Celebration

aritza Corrales searches for the
Mright word in English.
“Authentic,” she says. “We’re

going to raffle an authentic replica of the
‘Heart of the Ocean’ necklace. It looks
like the one they used in the movie.”

The movie, of course, is the
overmilked, ever-schmaltzy Titanic. At
the Hotel Calafia, where Corrales is sales
manager, the necklace raffle is part of the
Titanic New Year’s Eve Celebration.

But “authentic replica” — it’s an
oxymoron. Maybe that’s the point.
Historical accuracy isn’t.

Calafia has a year-round Titanic
Room, decorated with movie props lent

by Fox Studios.
L 0 C A L For New Year’s
EVENTS

Eve,
Foxploration
will lend them
others,
including the prow of the ship. Vanessa
Armanino, Foxploration’s marketing
manager, says, “That’s the tip of the ship,
where Leonardo tells Kate, T'm the king
of the world,” or something. I think
they’re going to put it where people can
take pictures posed on it. It’s the actual
one used during the filming. And we’re
also going to lend them two outfits, a
tuxedo and a dress that was worn by
Mrs. Astor.”

Armanino means the actress who
played Mrs. John Jacob Astor IV, the 19-
year-old second wife of the richest man
in the world. Mr. Astor was 29 years his
new wife’s senior. The couple had been
traveling in Europe and Egypt to escape
the scandal caused by the divorce of the
first Mr. and Mrs. Astor and subsequent

Hotel Calafia, Rosarito

marriage of the second. They had
booked passage on the Titanic back to
New York, because the young Mrs. Astor
had discovered she was pregnant. He
drowned; she didn’t. So did the Astors’
three servants and their Airedale, Kitty.

“The dress is black with burgundy,
along evening gown,” says Armanino.
That and a tuxedo worn by one of the
main characters (she doesn’t know

which one) will be worn by mannequins.

Corrales says some guests will come
dressed in period clothing. “It’s not an
obligation, but if you wish to do so, you
can. Some of the hostesses will be
dressed like that, too.”

Marjorie Cutter, owner of the Elite
Costume House in Escondido, says, “We
rent Titanic stuff. My Fair
Lady is the same time
period. It was just before
the First World War.
Women were still
wearing long hobble
skirts. That meant it was
tight "round the ankles,
so they’d have to hobble
along. High-neck
blouses. Big hats. It’s the
transition to the flapper
time. The men’s evening
wear would be white tie
and tails. I have it all in
stock.”

As for footwear, says Cutter, “I
don’t do shoes or boots. They could get
those in a lot of the regular shoe stores.
The heels should be about two inches
high, and they should have the straps
across. The women also wore the little
button-up ankle boots in those days.”

Much has been made of the last
meals served to the doomed passengers.
Earlier this month, at the auction house

Sotheby’s in London, a lunch menu
from the real Titanic was sold for
$49,500. The size and weight of a
postcard (and intended to be mailed as a
souvenir), it was bought by a private
museum in Belfast, Northern Ireland,
where the ship was built. The menu
wasn’t recovered from the deep. It was
given by Titanic senior officer Charles
Lightoller to his wife before the luxury
liner left Southampton, England.
Lightoller survived the disaster; he was
the last person to be taken aboard the
rescue ship Carpathia.

In 1999, a collector from Houston,
Texas, paid $74,750 for a Titanic menu
sold by Houston’s Hart Galleries auction
house. Edward Kamuda, founder and
president of the Titanic Historical
Society in Indian Orchard,
Massachusetts, says it’s a reproduction
that his own society gave out to its
members in the 1960s. They were
printed in Pasadena. “People dip them
in tea and write on them in charcoal,
then try to pass them off,” says Kamuda,
who has been collecting Titanic stuff
since 1952. (He lent some to Fox for the
movie.)

The menu sold by Sotheby’s, which
Kamuda says is authentic, shows that the
Astors and others in first class were
served salmon, sweetbreads, roast
chicken, spring lamb, and golden plover

From the movie Titanic

on toast for that afternoon meal in April
1912. Calafia will have its own Titanic-
inspired fare. Corrales recites: “Canapés,
lemon sorbet, lettuce salad with balsamic
vinaigrette, lobster with mousseline
sauce, filet mignon ‘Lili” with a wild-
mushroom sauce and a Madeira wine
reduction, mashed potatoes, carrots,
French pastries.”

Dinner will be served until 11:00
p-m. Live music begins at 10:00 p.m. and
goes until 3:00 a.m. You can choose the
dining room without the music and
dancing if you prefer. The deaths of 1523
real people don’t exactly inspire frivolity,
do they? Corrales’s reply: “That’s why on
the publicity we say there’s a
breathtaking ocean view, without the
iceberg.”

— Jeanne Schinto

“Titanic New Year’s Eve
Celebration at Calafia”
Wednesday, December 31,
7:00 p.m.-4:00 a.m.

Hotel Calafia

Km 35.5 Carretera Libre
Tijuana-Ensenada, Ensenada
$44.95 per person

(includes dinner, no drinks except
coffee and tea)
877-700-2093,
011-52-661-612-1581,

or www.hotel-calafia.com
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Events that are underlined occur
after January 1, 2004.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send a
complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be held
(including neighborhood), a contact

phone number, and a phone number
(including area code) for public
information to READER EVENTS,
Box 85803, San Diego CA 92186-
5803. Or fax to 619-881-2401. You
may also submit information online
at SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

BAJA

Christmas Music performed by
Stella Matutina Choir, Saturday, De-
cember 27, 8 p.m., at Café de la
Opera (351 Calle 5a, Colonia Liber-
tad). 011-52-664-607-3807. (TIJUANA)

GETAWAYS

Dancin' in the Street, New Year’s
Eve celebration on Avenida Revolu-
cién between First and Fourth Street —_ s
kicks off at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 31. Free. (TIJUANA)

Titanic New Year's Celebration
planned at Hotel Calafia on Wednes-
day, December 31. The party includes
actual props from the movie Titanic,
courtesy of Foxploration, live music.
$45 U.S. Reservations: 877-700-2093.
(ROSARITO BEACH)

OUTDOORS

Washington State Cougars vs. Texas Longhorns in the Holiday Bowl at
Qualcomm Stadium, December 30 (see Sports)

The Christmas Evening Sky
(evening of Thursday, Decem-
ber 25) will be highlighted by a
picturesque conjunction between

the brilliant planet Venus and the
slender crescent moon. Both ce-

lestial objects will be visible in the
western sky for nearly three hours

Overnight prices for two people:
sgguu - includes breakfast
$1 2900 - Breakfast & Dinner Package

$1 6900 - Sweetheart Package
* Breakfast for two * Dinner for two
* Therapeutic massage or horseback riding

NEAR GOLDEN ACORN CASINO

(60 minutes east of downtown San Diego, 2 miles south of 1-8)

Relaxing setting, rolling green hills, 500-year-old oak trees, hundreds of
acres of hiking and biking, clean air and water, no fire damage within 20 miles.

Honeymoon e Birthday e Anniversary e Gift Certificates
For information, reservations or free color brochure, call
Live Oak Springs Resort (619) 766-4288
37820 0Old Highway 80
Visit our extensive Web site at: www.liveoaksprings.com

Fine Dining » Cocktails e Lodge
Sunday-Thursday, weekends higher. Certain restrictions
may apply. Bedroom Jacuzzi . _
and Fireplace, 2-story, [
A-frame Cabins, AC, HBO, _-‘5 i

Biplane Rides for1to 4
Helmet, Goggles & Fun Included

Best Gift Ever

Fly Owven thhe Coase?

after the sun sets.

See Native Flowers, Wildlife,
and views during Black Mountain
Open Space Park nature walk, Sat-
urday, December 27, 9 a.m., at
12115 Black Mountain Road. Wear
hiking boots, bring water. 858-538-
8021. Free. (RANCHO PENASQUITOS)

Trekking the Refuges, view mi-
gratory waterfowl and wildflowers
of South San Diego Bay National
Wildlife Refuge during outing
hosted by Chula Vista Nature Cen-
ter, Saturday, December 27,
8:30 a.m. Free. Required reserva-
tions: 619-409-5903. (IMPERIAL BEACH)

New Year's Morning Walk,
12th annual walk in north Poway
with Walkabout walkers, Thurs-

¢ Holiday Gift

Lord5y  from just

$59°° pp

-

Top Dog Air Combat
Real Dogdfight, Real Aircraft

L.
L

microwave, refrigerator ; "l:l, ) -————-“ f-__-
¥ | = .
/ +r
e ) Warbird Flights |2/ | Channel Top Pick ) 1 ansport
Py LA Times Favorite : i
e LR | U-Fly-It Loops and Rolls Romantic Fly/Dine Package
_-.f' T Order Online 24/7 « Gift Certificates Available + Credit Card Phone Orders Accepted
e ~ o1 Flights Daily Year-round from Palomar Airport in Carlsbad « Just 30 Minutes North of San Diego near I-5
e g L FAA Certified « Nation’s Oldest and Largest « Perfect Safety « 10 Years in Business * Locally
T 1-800-357-680Z2 * 1-760-438-7680 * www.barnstorming.com

619-235-8200 TO PLACE AN AD
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Merry Christmas From
Julian’s Butterfield B&B!

Return to Julian, California’s favorite hometown! Enjoy the
comforts of Butterfield’s cozy parlor & back porch pantry
with hot drinks & fresh baked goodies! 5 comfortable rooms!
Some have your own hearth! Savor a 2-course Country Gourmet
Breakfast. Try a brisk walk through our 3-acre hillside!

Our new Black Oak Cabin has ultimate seclusion & privacy!
Butterfield B&B. 800-379-4262. www.butterficldbandb.com.

Romeo & Juliet:
Cupid’s Castle Awaits!

A fairytale castle B&B! The perfect romantic getaway secluded
in a fragrant lemon grove in Pauma Valley. 4 chambers to
choose all with Jacuzzis, balconies. Full breakfast included!
Gift Certificates! Military discounts. Try Tasty Triple-Berry
Lemonade! Near casinos, wineries, Palomar Mountain and
hiking! Voted “Most Romantic Bed & Breakfast Getaway”!
760-742-3306. www.adreamcastle.com.

Love Is In The Air!
Our Fallbrook Getaway Is
Sooo Romantic!

Imagine yourself secluded on 8 acres with beautiful gardens,
a romantic gazebo overlooking the fish-stocked pond & dock.
Holiday Packages! Winner-Best Breakfast-Inn Traveler Mag!

Oak Creek Manor Luxury Bed & Breakfast—4 Diamond Rating!

877-451-2468. www.oakcreeckmanor.com. Gift certificates.

Romantic Mountain Getaway!
In-Room Jacuzzis!

San Diego 60 miles cast!
2-story A-frame cabin with Jacuzzi and fireplace! $99!
Includes breakfast for 2! $169 Sweetheart Package includes
breakfast, dinner, therapeutic massage or horseback riding!
Sun-Thurs Weekday Special! Breakfast/Dinner package $129!
Gift certificates available. www.liveoaksprings.com.
Live Oak Springs Resort. Call for brochure. 619-766-4288.

We Have Snow In Big Bear
& We Are Waiting For You!

Make an early ski/board trip to Big Bear while our room
rates are still real low! Call & book for best rates of year!

Honey Bear Lodge. www.honeybearlodge.com. 800-628-8714.

Palomar Mountain Lodge
Rustic B&B From $95!

Join us for an old fashioned Christmas starting Dec. 24!
Includes room, gourmet breakfast & one terrific getaway!

Join the Over-the-Mile-High Club! Romance is 1-1,/2 hours from

San Diego! Nestled high above clouds, paradise awaits you!
Romantic & celestial vintage lodge near historic telescope.
Perfect for weddings, reunions, seminars and workshops.

Call now! 760-742-8744, www.palomarmountainlodge.com.

Romantic Adventure In A
Solo Mountaintop Cabin
With Breathtaking Views!

Complete privacy on 3 acres, imagine looking from your bed

at the panoramic sunset views from Lake Hodges to the ocean!

Privacy, peace, solitude & intimacy. A memorable getaway!

760-703-2070. $179 /night (wknd) or $279 /2-night weekend!

www.romanticadventure.com.

Come Horseback Riding

In Scenic San Diego!
Only $25/hour!
Pony rides for the little ones only $15 per 1,/2 hour.
Since 1957! Gentle, well-trained horses.
All levels. Friendly staff.

Guided trail rides through canyons, streams & meadows!
800 acres in wildlife corridor of Sweetwater River
Valley! Quality boarding at an excellent price. 24-hour
staff on premises. Gift certificates available.
Bright Valley Farms, 12310 Campo Road, Spring Valley.
www.brightvalleyfarms.com, 619-670-1861.

It’s Snow Much Fun!
Big Bear Bargain From $85

Think snow! We are! It’s that time of the year! Check out our
midweek specials! Book now for the holidays! A short drive
from San Diego! Holiday periods are slightly higher. Wide
variety of properties to choose from: cozy & small, large &
luxurious! Townhouses or lakefronts. It’s too cool up here!

Happy Bear Vacation Rentals in Big Bear Lake.
800-766-9776, www.happybearrentals.com.

Winter Special!
Big Bear Private Cabins
By www.conniescabins.com

From lakefront to ski slopes. Mountains are beautiful this
time of year! 2, 3, 4 bedrooms, fully furnished, with spa,
pool tables, barbecues. Cabins that sleep from 2-20 people.
Affordable rates from $65-$275 /night. See these beautiful
getaways on our website. Reservations, 909-878-3182.

Above Idyllwild 6200’!
Individual Log Cabins

Cabins for Christmas Holidays from $74 plus tax!
Look no further! Southern California’s 2nd best kept secret!
If you really want to get away from it all....

....come to where the action isn’t! 6200’ in the sky!

11 individual log cabins to choose! Fireplaces. Kitchens.
Edelweiss Lodge. 909-659-2787. Reservations required.
www.1cabin4u.com.

Take A Walk In The Clouds
$59 Idyliwild Winter Escape

Savor intoxicating fresh air at the Atipahato Lodge from $59
in the charming village of Idyllwild. A shorter drive from SD!

Private hiking trails. Cozy, knotty pine guestrooms with
forest view balconies. Individual luxury cabins also
available with Jacuzzi tubs and cozy fireplaces from $135!
Atipahato Lodge in Idyllwild. Gift certificates available.
www.atipahato.com; 888-400-0071. AAA approved.

Celebrate...
Holiday Romance In Julian!

Winter Wonderland... Turn-of-the-Century Bed & Breakfast!
3 Victorian suites, antiques, fireplaces & evergreen garden.
Intimate candlelight gourmet breakfast at private tables.
Enjoy an aromatherapy sauna. Beautiful Gift Certificates!
Carriage rides, in-suite massage, nostalgic movies, ambiance!
Razzle Dazzle ’em in the Heart of Julian.
760-765-3865. www.villadevalor.com.

Best Western
Big Bear Chateau

For a day or an extended stay!
Sunday-Thursday from $79. Weekends slightly higher.
7-night special $395.

Overnight getaway with dinner for 2 $129! Weekends higher.

Includes dinner in The Bistro, excluding tax and tip.

Garden/pool, spa, sauna, exercise room and gourmet dining.

Ideal for groups up to 200. Ask about extended stay rates.
42-200 Moonridge Road in Big Bear Lake,
800-232-7466.
www.bigbearchateau.com.




day, January 1, 2004. Moderate-
plus pace. Starts at 8:45 a.m. Meet
in front of Rancho Bernardo Win-
ery on Paseo del Verano. Free.
858-487-2833. (DOWNTOWN)

DANCE

Great Expectations play music
for contradance with calling by
Graham Hempel, Saturday, De-
cember 27, at Trinity United
Methodist Church (3030 Thorn
Street). Dancing begins at 8 p.m.,
following beginners’ instruction at
7:45 p.m. Admission: $6. Dress for
Dickens dance and wear soft-soled
shoes. 619-283-8550. (NORTH PARK)

San Diego International Auto Show at Convention Center
December 31-January 4 (see Special)

The Nutty Time o' Year, Cali-
fornia Ballet Company performs

with live orchestra Saturday and
Sunday, December 27 and 28, at

Poway Center for Performing Arts
(15498 Espola Road, at Titan
Way). Tickets: $29 to $45. Perfor-
mances at 5:30 p.m. Saturday,
1 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. on Sunday.
858-560-6741. (POWAY)

Leaping Cossacks, snow flur-
ries, dancers twirling and
leaping — San Diego Ballet pre-
sents The Nutcracker, Saturday,
December 27, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.,
at East County Performing Arts
Center (210 East Main Street).
Tickets: $27 general, $17 for chil-
dren. Reservations: 619-294-7378.
(EL CAJON)

San Diego N Line Dancers
host monthly dance socials with
guest instructors and open danc-
ing for all levels and ages, including

Saturday, December 27, 6 to
10 p.m., in Recital Hall (2130 Pan
American Plaza). $3 to $5.
619-522-0162. (BALBOA PARK)

FILM

Uncovered Documentary and
Discussion scheduled by North
County Forum for two Fridays:
December 26 and January 2, 2004.
Uncovered: The Whole Truth

About the Iraq War shows at Palo-
mar Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship (1600 Buena Vista Drive).
6 p.m. social hour, 7 p.m. film
showing, 8 p.m. discussion. Free.
760-758-2410. (VISTA)

“Himalaya" tells the story of a
struggle for leadership between a
village chief and a headstrong
young caravaner. Subtitled. Screens
Saturday, December 27, at 7 p.m.,
Taiwanese-American Community

GETAWAYS

International Folk Dancing, Sat-
urday, December 27, 8 p.m., at Folk
Dance Center (4569 30th Street). $5.

858-638-1810. (NORMAL HEIGHTS)

Champagne
Balloon or
Biplane Flights

Call or download your Holiday Gift
of a Balloon or Biplane Adventure.

800-373-3359

www.californiadreamin.com
PUC 29667

SEAPI.ANE TOURS |[HELICOPTER TOURS

hrough December
with mentlo‘of ad £ a%ea fun

7 days a week « Gift certlflcates available via e-mail

Affordable
family

www.socalhelicopters.com . =

Romance & Relax At
An Oasis In The Desert!

From $250 per couple! 3 days, 2 nights in incredible theme
room with Jacuzzi & bubbles, in-room breakfast, chilled wine
& welcome gift. From $100 per couple! Choose from 14 themes!
Safari, Tahiti, Roman, Cave, and many more.

Relax by the pool. Enjoy massage therapies, horseback riding.
Oasis of Eden Inn & Suites. 760-365-6321. Restrictions apply.
www.oasisofeden.com. Near Joshua Tree, Palm Springs!

Lobster Village Special!
Oceanfront Condo
Lobster Dinner & Wine
Grand Baja Resort

Getaway package, only $99 plus tax for two!
Just 45 minutes from San Diego!
Toll-free: 877-315-1002.

E-mail: reservations@grandbaja.com.
www.grandbaja.com.

Some restrictions may apply.

$139 Rosarito Retreat
Hotel & Spa Getaway

Revitalize during the most pristine time of the year!
Incl. oceanfront room, nightly dinner, welcome margarita,
Two 30-minute massages or equivalent spa treatment. Prices
start at $139 /couple Sun-Thurs, $199 Fri-Sat. Restrictions
apply. Advance reservation required for spa. 2 kids 12 /under
stay/eat free! Ltd availability. Good 1,/4-3/11.
800-343-8582. On-line upgrades at www.rosaritobeachhotel.com.

Encinitas Romantic Getaway!
$79-$160! 5 quality private ocean-view rooms. Feng Shui!
Penthouse Shangri-La—a true hidden paradise with 8” hot tub!
Enjoy enchanted gardens. Fish pond with wedding grotto.
Perfect for intimate weddings or renewal of vows!
Seabreeze B&B. 760-944-0318 or www.seabreeze-inn.com.

Zebra In The Bathroom?
Panoramic Sunset
Whitewater Views

Restored Historic Buccaneer Hotel. Weekly/monthly.
Affordable furnished vacation rentals steps from beach.
Charm of a bed & breakfast with the comfort of home.
Enjoy Southern California’s incredible San Diego beaches.
Pacifica del Sur. Agent, 760-594-1359. www.atvantage.com.

2 Nights And Lobster Dinner
Only $239 Per Couple At
Las Rocas Resort & Spa

Book Your Getaway Now!

Your 2-night stay in an oceanfront room includes a Puerto
Nuevo-style lobster dinner for two and a bottle of wine.
Delicious traditional breakfast every morning!

Call now to reserve: 1-888-527-7622
or e-mail us at: reservations@lasrocas.com. Tax not included.
Not valid on weekends or holidays. www.lasrocas.com.

Give The Gift
Of Wine Country!

Looking for a creative Holiday Gift Idea?

Check out Grapeline Gift Passes from just $38 per guest!
The ideal gift for wine-loving friends, clients or anyone
you know who could use a relaxing day sipping award-winning
wines among the beautiful vineyards of Southern California’s
premier wine region. The Grapeline Wine Country Shuttle,
888-8-WINERY. www.gogrape.com.

S EVERYTHING ELSE___g

Stay 5 Nights In Cabo!
6th & 7th Nights Are Free!

Cabo’s original beach resort on almost a mile of Cabo’s
finest swimming beach. All water sports and activities.
Do everything or nothing at all!

Walk along the picturesque marina to town!

Rate is room only. Subject to taxes,

Subject to availability.

Restrictions apply.

Hotel Hacienda Beach Resort.

Call 1-877-SEE-CABO for details.
www.haciendacabo.com.

Rose Parade
Day Trip!

We take you there! An excellent way to experience
the fabulous Rose Parade in Pasadena!
Price includes transportation, breakfast, grandstand seats,
and post-parade float viewing!
Cost is just $94 per person! Call for reservations.
Balboa Transportation. www.balboatransportation.com.
858-675-3053.

HELICOPTERS

SCENIC TOURS

Adventures from $149 per person

CHARTER

WP B g HegiE

FLIGHT TRAINING | (@

Dincrspry Infva Fighis BT

Holiday Gift
Certificates!

800-345-6737
www.CorporateHelicopters.com

Free Whale Watching’

Sighting Guaranteed!

Trips daily at 10 am & 1 pm

ISLANDIA SPORTFISHING
1551 West Mission Bay Drive « (619) 222-1164
*Buy 1 Adult Ticket, Get 2nd Ticket FREE!! With coupon. Expires 1/2/04.

"LET'S PLAY
BALL!"

SAN DIEGO SPORTS LEAGUES
SOFTBALL — Men's, Women's & Coed
BASKETBALL — \Women's only
VOLLEYBALL — Coed only
Team Registration Only ® December 15-January 21

619-584-GAME o
www.sandiegosportsleagues.com

[ ————
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Whale Watch
Excursion Special

$ 1 2 per person

Up to 6 people with this ad. Expires 1/15/04.
Daily: 9:30 am & 1 pm

Morning Star Charters
619-226-4052
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Center (7170 Convoy Court). Free.
858-560-8884. (LINDA VISTA)

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center,
currently screening in the IMAX
theater: Australia: Land Beyond
Time, Coral Reef Adventure, Bugs!
Also, special holiday engagement
of Adrenaline Rush: The Science of
Risk screening Friday, Decem-
ber 26, through Sunday, January 4.
Ticket prices and showtimes:
619-238-1233. (BALBOA PARK)

LECTURES

Uncovered Documentary
and Discussion scheduled by
North County Forum for two
Fridays: December 26 and Jan-
uary 2, 2004. Uncovered: The
Whole Truth About the Iraq War
shows at Palomar Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship (1600 Buena

Big Bay Balloon Parade on Harbor Drive, December 30 (see Special)

Vista Drive). 6 p.m. social hour,
7 p.m. film showing, 8 p.m. dis-
cussion. Free. 760-758-2410.
(VISTA)

“Four Hands Fantastique,”
piano duetists Barbara and Ger-
hardt Suhrstedt perform music
by composers Bizet, Debussy,

Fauré, and Ravel along with
slides of paintings by Degas,
Gauguin, Monet, and Renoir in
performances on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 13, 2004, at San Diego Mu-
seum of Art.

These “Meet the Masters”
lecture/concerts begin at 11 a.m.

WEEKDAY

Holiday Tandem

Special

Now through January 2

Free Video & Stills
Only $199 (No Weekends)
Not valid with any other offers or

discounts. Must be 18 years old
and weigh less than 230 pounds.

Call about our Holiday Gift
Certificates for $149.

Call (619) 216-8416

www.SkyDiveSanDiego.com

SAIL
WITH

*10 OFF

per adult
if you reserve
before December 30

Whale Watching with Jada

* Last year we saw whales 90% of the time...64 out of 71 trips...up close and friendly...

ateye level * Sail to the whales...no engine noise! * Includes continental breakfast and

on return champagne, beer, wine and soft drinks

For reservations and information call 619-236-9211.

($20 for nonmembers, or $38
with lunch) and 6 p.m. ($20 for
nonmembers). Reservations:
619-696-1966. (BALBOA PARK)

Get Outside — And Enjoy It!
Wilderness ethics, first aid,
equipment, water filtration, nu-
trition, map and compass — all
of these subjects and more cov-
ered when Sierra Club offers its
annual “Wilderness Basics
Courses.” Classes continue for
ten weeks, with lectures and
outings.

The North County group of-
fers courses every Tuesday, Jan-
uary 20 through March 23, 2004,
7 to 9:30 p.m., at San Pasqual
High School (3300 Bear Valley
Parkway). $95. 760-728-8220.
(ESCONDIDO)

Greater San Diego chapter of-
fers course that also begins Tues-

Del Mar Sun
Balloon
Rides
“Reader
Special”

FAA Certified Pilots
(760) 802-5077

www.Balloonrides.aero
Credit cards accepted.

o

day, January 27, 2004, 7 to
9:30 p.m., at Scottish Rite Ma-
sonic Temple (1895 Camino del
Rio South). $95. 858-272-9229.
(MISSION VALLEY)

COME PLAY )
"WITH US!

Get involved in the
sports you love with
other active,
healthy
singles!

Over 12 events each week!
More trips, parties and
members than any other
club in San Diego!

Athletic Singles
Association

\ 800-488-9246

www.athleticsingles.com

WHALES

e B

e —

Come and join us in Baja California, Mexico, for an unforgettable
overnight adventure. Encounter gray whales in their birthing
and mating grounds in San Ignacio Lagoon.

Baja EcoTours
877-560-BAJA or 760-721-8433 » www.bajaecotours.com

Make a snowflake at The Magic Wand, December 30-31 (see For Kids)

I,

IN PERSON

“Kingdom of the Shadows,"
multimedia play about the birth of

Drive down
to your
nearaway
getaway

Ohaly 25 minres seath of
San Diega on a soeni

oceanfient drive. Rosarfto
is 50 chase yet so different

frovm pour nn'.'.nn.':.- getaway
*Hotel Packages
Fresh Lobster
Galleries & Spas
*Great shopping

i’

5
Jran ol for o Hovday Seaan
s ia] Bate and @ Discount
Fipes Shopping Bnokiet]

1800-9262-BAJA
www.rosarito.org

TOP CAT LIMOUSINE

Limo & Dinner
Special For 2
Only$1o9

Includes: ¢ 3 hours of limo time
* Free party package ¢ Dinner for two
* Many restaurants to choose from

Sun.-Thurs. only. Unlimited time offer.
Gratuities & beverages not included.

:%’.ﬁ.’?&\w,
iy
?i‘ unc?u rs: X }
'W‘L‘ Gift Certificates ﬁ
ﬁ..%vmlcblyj 2

858-546-7550

AUV m Not vald vith other discounts. WWW.topcatlimo.com

* Certain restrictions apply.

Call for Saturday and Sunday pricing.

. Voted Best Limo Service in San Diego!

— Union-Tribune Readers Poll 2003

Temecula
Wine Tours

ony* 169

Includes: * 5-hour winery tours
* Personalized party packages
o Winery guide
Monday-Friday only.

TCP 14364P




Whale Sharks and Marine Iguanas photo exhibition at Taiwanese American
Community Center, December 28—January 31 (see Galleries)

cinema presented in Jacobs Theater
at Museum of Photographic Arts.
Performances take place on Satur-
day, December 27, at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, December 28, at 2 p.m.
Museum is located in the Casa de
Balboa building (1649 El Prado).
$10. 619-238-7559. (BALBOA PARK)

From a Path to a Clearing,
Mysterious Galaxy hosts two au-
thors this weekend: Diana Francis
(Path of Fate) on Saturday, De-
cember 27, and Brian Railsback
(The Darkest Clearing) on Sunday,
December 28. Both appearances
are at 2:30 p.m., 7051 Clairemont
Mesa Boulevard. Free. 858-268-
4747. (CLAIREMONT)

Peter Balakian reads from his
latest book, The Burning Tigris,
on Sunday, December 28, at St.
John Garbed Armenian Church
(4473 30th Street). Wine and
cheese reception from 5:30 to
6:30 followed by the reading at
7 p.m. Balakian is also author of
the compelling book Black Dog
of Fate. Free. 619-989-2877.
(NORTH PARK)

Sunset Poets Sets 2003
with open poetry reading on
Sunday, December 28, 3 p.m.,
at Flying Bridge (1105 North
Coast Highway). Free. 760-758-
2410. (OCEANSIDE)

Vienna's Famed New Year's
Concert is recreated in “Salute
to Vienna,” Thursday, January 1,
2004. Cast of over 75 professional
musicians, singers, dancers. Per-
formers include Austrian soprano
Elisabeth Lang, Viennese tenor
Alois Haselbacher, members of
Hungarian National Ballet,
Strauss Symphony of America led
by Gerhard Track.

Events begin at 2:30 p.m. in
Copley Symphony Hall, 750 B
Street. Tickets range from $35 to
$75, available by calling 619-235-
0804 and through Ticketmaster
(619-220-TIXS). (DOWNTOWN)

“Edgar Allan Poe — Once
Upon a Midnight" presented
by John Astin, Saturday, Jan-
uary 10, 2004, 8 p.m., at Poway
Center for Performing Arts
(15498 Espola Road). The one-
person play based on life of Poe

“blends the historical with the su-
pernatural” to journey through
Poe’s imagination. Tickets:
858-748-0505. (POWAY)

Comedienne Vicky Lawrence
entertains for one night only at

the California Center for the Arts
Concert Hall (340 North Escon-
dido Boulevard) in Vicki
Lawrence and Mama: A Two-
Woman Show. Sunday, Jan-
uary 18, 2004, at 7 p.m. $40-$50.
760-839-4120. (ESCONDIDO)

Black Ambition Tour, im-
mensely talented comic Chris

Rock performs Thursday, Jan-
uary 22, 2004, at Copley Sym-
phony Hall (750 B Street). Tickets:
$39.50 to $59.50, available through
Ticketmaster (619-220-TIXS).
(DOWNTOWN)

SPORTS

Christmas Morning Ride
planned by Sierra Club bicyclists,
Thursday, December 25, ram-
bling north through Mira Mesa
and east of Rancho Santa Fe, re-
turning down the coast. Rolling
hills, peppy pace, about 30 miles.
Meet at 8:45 a.m. in University
City. Call 858-587-0272 for meet-
ing place. (UNIVERSITY CITY)

Ice Skating Outdoors! The ice
rink is open for skating daily from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. through Mon-
day, January 19, 2004, at Horton
Plaza (225 Broadway). Admis-
sion: $6, skate rentals: $2.
619-234-1031. (DOWNTOWN)

Leader's Choice, riders will de-
cide the 35-mile route on Satur-
day, December 27, when Knicker-
biker bicyclists meet at 9 a.m. at
Mission Bay visitors’ center north
parking lot (East Mission Bay
Drive and Clairemont Drive).
858-450-0373. (MISSION BAY)

The San Diego Sockers host
Monterrey Fury, Saturday, De-
cember 27, 7 p.m., at San Diego
Sports Arena. Tickets range from
$12 to $25, available through
Ticketmaster, 619-220-TIXS).
Listen to the games on KSDO
(1130 AM). (SPORTS ARENA)

The Season Draws to a
Close for San Diego Chargers,
who host the Oakland Raiders,
Sunday, December 28, 1:15 p.m.
Broadcast on CBS. Tickets:
877-CHARGERS.

i 1A

New Year’s Eve Bell-Ringing Ritual at Shelter Island, December 31 (see Special)

Gulls vs. Wranglers, San Diego
Gulls host Las Vegas Wranglers at
San Diego Sports Arena, Sunday,
December 28, at 5:05 p.m. Tickets
range from $12 to $25, available
by calling 619-224-4625 x7.
Games are broadcast on KSDO
(AM 1130). (SPORTS ARENA)

Whale Watch by Kayak with
Hike Bike San Diego (2246
Avenida de la Playa) on Sunday,

December 28. Tours leave at
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. $60. Reserva-
tions required, call 858-551-9510.
(LA JOLLA)

Bumble Bee Seafoods 5K
Run steps off Tuesday, Decem-
ber 30, at 9:50 a.m. Course fol-
lows much of the Big Bay Balloon
Parade route, starting at Harbor
Drive at the B Street Pier. $25 to

participate, spectators free.

858-268-1250. (DOWNTOWN)

Holiday Bowl, Washington
State University Cougars take on
Texas Longhorns for 2003 Pacific
Life Holiday Bowl, Tuesday, De-
cember 30, 5 p.m., in Qualcomm
Stadium. Pregame  show:
4:30 p.m. Tickets: $50 to $56,
available through Ticketmaster
(619-220-TIXS). (MISSION VALLEY)

New Year's Day Century
Ride, join San Diego Bicycle
Touring Society riders for jour-
ney through Camp Pendleton to
San Clemente and back, Thurs-
day, January 1, 2004. Riders
gather at 7:45 a.m. at Doyle Park
(8175 Regents Road at Nobel
Drive). Bring money for lunch
in San Clemente. 619-421-0325.
(LA JOLLA)

New Year's Resolution 5K
Run/Walk at 12 p.m. on Thurs-
day, January 1, 2004. Retired Judge
Roy Cazares will administer New
Year’s resolution oath to all par-
ticipants. Music and refreshments
following. Sunridge Park (Beech-
glen Drive and East J Street). Free.
619-234-2003. (CHULA VISTA)

Smucker's Stars on Ice, 2004
cast members are joined by guest
skaters Kristi Yamaguchi, Scott
Hamilton, Oksana Baiul, Ekate-
rina Gordeeva, Paul Wylie, Kurt
Browning in performance on Fri-
day, January 16, 2004, 7:30 p.m.,
at San Diego Sports Arena. Tick-
ets: $27 to $82, available through
Ticketmaster (619-220-TIXS).
(SPORTS ARENA)

2004 San Diego Marathon
events are set for January 17 and
18. Races start and finish at Plaza
Camino Real (at Highway 78 and
I-5). Saturday: San Diego Com-
petitive Mile at 8 a.m.; kids’
marathon mile at 9:30 a.m.; All
About Fitness Expo, 8 a.m. to
6 p.m.

A free, 24-hour line for planning your wedding.

Call 619-233-9797 and press the 4-
digit extension (in bold type) of the
topic or advertiser that interests you.
Planning Tips

Bakers............... 5105
Bridal Attire. ......... 5102
Bridal Shows ......... 5120
Caterers ............. 5104
Ceremony Sites . . ... .. 5106
Clergy.....covvven. 5112
Consultants. .......... 5118
Dance Lessons. .. ..... 5117
Decorations .......... 5113
Disc Jockeys . ......... 5110
Florists .............. 5101
Formal Wear ......... 5103
Gift Registries ... ..... 5116
Health & Beauty . ... ... 5119
Honeymoon .......... 5115
Invitations. ........... 5114
Jewelers............. 5100
Limos & Valet . ....... 5111
Musiclans . ........... 5109
Photographers . ....... 5108
Reception Sites. . . .. ... 5107

Don’t Let The “French” In
French Gourmet Scare You!
We Offer Delicious Values!
From simple hors d'oeuvres & cakes
to elaborate buffets or sit-down
receptions, our experienced staff

will plan a menu that will please
your guests and someone's wallet.
Visit wwwi.thefrenchgourmet.com or
consult us at 800-929-1984 x125.
Free cake tasting. 960 Turquoise, PB.
Serving San Diego since 1979 . . . 5308

Let Me Personalize Your
Wedding, Renewal of Vows
or Commitment Ceremony
Your Traditional, Interfaith, or
Secular service should be as unique
as your love. In addition to

Writing your ceremony, exquisite
vocal solos paired with the finest
musicians will add spirituality to
your special day. Deborah Davis,
Humanist Clergy. 619-275-1539;
ddavis9@sanrrcom . . . ... ... 5327

All Cakes Made From
Scratch For All Occasions!
The most beautiful and delicious
wedding cakes! Many styles/flavors
to choose from. 619-226-0192.
Diane, The Cake Lady. .. .. .. 5215

Award-Winning

Production Team

Spellbound Pictures documents your
weddjng or commitment ceremony.
Affordable videography. Call
Management, 619-795-2590 .. .. 5273

Michael’s Flower Girl

Fresh Floral Bridal Package
$59.50! Bridal Bouquet,

2 Bridesmaid Bouquets, 2
Boutonnieres, 2 Corsages
The look of elegance on a

working bride’s budget! Bridal gown
purchase closeout while available!
Tuxedos $59.99 & up. Bridal

flower preservation. Cakes $2.95/
person. Invitations $59.99 per 100

& up. Photography $900 & up.
Balloons 78¢/up.

Disc jockey $500 for 4 hours.
Specialty linens & more!

10450 Friars Road, 92120.
www.michaelsflowergirl.com.

619-516-5544; 1-877-396-5771 ... .. 5156

Gide

Call 619-255-9797 (on the Web at SanDiegoReader.com/wedding)

The DJ Music Maestro —
Music For All Occasions
All the music you'll need for your
wedding/reception. For price quote:
djmusic@san.rr.com, 858-229-4182.

www.djmusicmaestro.com . . . . 5299

7o place your ad in
the Wedding Guide,
call 619-255-8200.

Affordable Customized
Wedding Ceremonies

Church services or barefoot on the
beach. Call 858-350-1053 or e-mail
sjwallace1053@yahoo.com. See
WWWWeddjngS.braVepageS.mm cee 5325

At The Hilton San Diego
Mission Valley, We Make It
Worry-Free & Fun For All.
Creative, memorable & affordable.
We offer a wedding coordinator,
elegant dining & gourmet catering,
exquisite ballrooms, leaving you

free to enjoy your lifetime event.
Hilton San Diego Mission Valley,
901 Camino Del Rio South,
619-682-3947 x323, F 619-296-9561.
wwwhﬂtonsdmvweddjng&com ... 5256

Professional Videotaping

0f Your Wedding Day.

We have packages to fit every
budget. Experienced, discreet
professionals. For free wedding

video demo tape, 858-277-7611. . ... 5267

Bridal Bazaar

Sunday, January 25, 2004
San Diego Concourse, 10am-5pm. Find
everything for your wedding at San
Diego’s biggest bridal show. Info,
coupons at wwwibridalbazaar.com. . . 5208

Wedding Photography —
Lowest Prices By Far!

We also do modeling sessions,
Commercial, sports and all special

events. www.photomasters.us.

Call us, 619-708-09%4. . ... .. 5272

Create Each Other’s Rings
In Our Jeweler’s Studio
Add this remarkable experience to
your lifetime memories. Visit

www.weddingringworkshop.com or
call 619-294-RINGS . ... ...... 5203
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Calendar
LOCAL EVENTS

Sunday: marathon walk at
5:30 a.m.; early marathon start at
6:30 a.m.; half-marathon start
7 a.m.; marathon wheelchair start
at 7:25 a.m.; marathon start at
7:30 a.m. 858-792-2900. (CARLSBAD)

SPECIAL

The Light Time of Year, orga-
nizers of Holiday of Lights at Del
Mar Fairgrounds boast of “the
largest...display of seasonal fes-
tive lights in San Diego,” with hol-
iday-themed displays on view
through Sunday, January 4, 2004.
Hours are 5:30 to 10 p.m.
Sunday through Thursday; 5:30
to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
Admission: $11 per vehicle (up
to five people), $16 per vehicle
with six or more people. Tickets
available through Ticketmaster
(619-220-TIXS). Information:
858-793-5555. (DEL MAR)

The 1915 Wood Lath Botan-
ical Building is site for 17th an-
nual poinsettia display through
Wednesday, January 7, 2004.
Nearly 300 poinsettia plants dec-
orate the historic building, open
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays through
Wednesdays. Free. 619-239-0512
or 619-235-1100. (BALBOA PARK)

Festival of Lights at San
Diego Wild Animal Park (15500
San Pasqual Valley Road), De-
cember 26-30. Snow hill for slid-
ing, holiday crafts, face painting,
caroling, more than 100,000 lights
twinkling. Festival activities begin
at 4 p.m., close at 8 p.m. Included
with admission. 760-747-8702.
(ESCONDIDO)

Garden of Lights, cighth an-
nual event at Quail Botanical Gar-
dens boasts gardens decorated
with thousands of sparkling lights
on plants and trees. Holiday Gar-
den of Lights can be enjoyed De-
cember 26-28. Horse-drawn
wagon rides, holiday music, chil-
dren’s activities, and food for sale.
Gardens are located at 230 Quail
Gardens Drive. Admission: $5 for

Roam-0O-Rama

A Guide to Unexpected San Diego and Beyonde By Jerry Schad

Centuries-old paths, forged by the footsteps
of Native-Americans, crisscross the county.
West of the desert, periodic fires and fast-
growing chaparral have erased the obvious
traces of most of these trails. Yet in the
drier, more austere sections of the Anza-
Borrego Desert, traces of Indian trails
abound. It’s not very difficult to locate them:
Just put yourself in the shoes — or rather
agave-fiber sandals — of a desert-dwelling
Native-American in prehistoric times. Imagine
how you would navigate from one valley or
basin to another, over terrain bristling with
cholla cactus and strewn with jagged rock.
You'll very quickly be searching out the most
expeditious, and least painful, route to your
destination. Your choice may well coincide
with a prehistoric pathway.

One such pathway penetrates a low
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spot — now known as Alcoholic Pass — in
the long, undulating ridge of Coyote
Mountain. The mountain, squeezed between
two parallel geologic faults, stands like a bar-
rier between the broad, open mouth of
Coyote Canyon, north of Borrego Springs,
and the even broader expanse of Clark Valley
to the east. Around the turn of the century,
the Clark brothers, early cattlemen who
homesteaded in Coyote Canyon, used this
trail to transport some primitive well-drilling
equipment to the site now known as Clark
Well in Clark Valley. Near the top of the pass,
the old Indian trail squeezed between two
boulders so closely spaced that the burros
had to be unpacked before going through.

The starting point for a hike up the old
Alcoholic Pass trail can be found along the
main Coyote Canyon dirt road, 2.5 miles
north of the end of the pavement on
DiGiorgio Road in Borrego Springs. A small
sign indicates the start of the trail. Park in
one of the roadside turnouts nearby. Look
east to spy a steep ravine leading up toward
the pass. The old Indian trail does not
ascend this ravine directly but instead rises
on the ridge immediately south of it. You'll
find the base of the trail about 150 yards to
the right (south) of the mouth of the ravine.

Once you're on the somewhat rough
and rocky path, you gain altitude quickly. In a
few spots, foot travel and erosion have worn
the bed of the trail to a depth of two feet.
The ever-widening, almost aerial, view of
Coyote Canyon and the surrounding moun-
tains behind you is impressive.

of the pass. There you’ll catch sight of the
massive wall of the Santa Rosa Mountains,
east across Clark Valley. You've traveled just
one mile from your car and gained some 650
feet of elevation. The remainder of the old
Alcoholic Pass route goes east down along a
sandy slope and eventually reaches Clark
Valley’s desolate floor.

Ocotillo below Alcoholic Pass

Head for the pile of boulders at the top

nonmembers, free for those 5 and
under; additional fees apply to
some activities. 760-436-3036.
(ENCINITAS)

The Pointe at Palomar, an-
tique and collectible flea market,
Sunday, December 28, 7 a.m. to
3 p.m., in parking lot #9, just off
Borden Road, on Palomar College
campus. Free admission. 760-737-
0009. (SAN MARCOS)

The U.S.A’s Largest Balloon
Parade? Port of San Diego Big
Bay Balloon Parade, Tuesday, De-
cember 30. Floats, marching
bands, and enormous balloons.
Surfing icon Rob Machado serves
as grand marshal. Parade begins at

10 a.m. on Harbor Drive (along
the Embarcadero), proceeds to
Seaport Village. Free. 619-283-
5808. (DOWNTOWN)

San Diego International Auto
Show takes place Wednesday,
December 31, through Sunday,
January 4, 2004. New models,
preproduction vehicles and con-
cept cars from over 30 manufac-
turers will be featured at the San
Diego Convention Center (111
West Harbor Drive). Hours are
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
Thursday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. and Sunday (Kids’ Day),
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. $10; $5 for chil-
dren 12 and under. 619-525-5000.
(DOWNTOWN)

Year-End Bell-Ringing Ritual
purges 108 frailties and passions
experienced during the year, al-
lowing for fresh new year. Experi-
ence the purge on Wednesday,
December 31, at 11:30 p.m. as
part of the annual Buddhist tra-
dition. Shelter Island Friendship
Bell is located at 1402 Shelter Is-
land Drive. Dress warmly. Free.
619-527-7855. (SHELTER ISLAND)

New Year's Day Kite Fly
hosted by San Diego Kite Club,
with guests Dave and Susan
Gomberg from Oregon, Thurs-
day, January 1, 2004, 10 a.m. to
dusk, at Mariner’s Point.
Potluck lunch (bring food to

share or monetary contribu-
tion), and one-, two-, and
multi-line flying for all. Free.
619-546-4244. (MISSION BEACH)

FOR KIDS

“Magical, Musical Holiday"
offered by comic ventriloquist
Lynn Trimble, December 26-28.
On December 31, Big Joe Produc-
tions performs Jack and the Bean
Stalk.

Performances begin at 10 and
11:30 a.m. Wednesday through
Friday; 11 a.m., 1, and 2:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday. Find theater

near Aerospace Center. Admission:
$3 for adults, $2 for children un-
der 12. 619-685-5990. (BALBOA PARK)

Take a Ride on the 1914 Pilot
boat when the Maritime Museum
hosts family day activities Sunday,
December 28, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Children 12 and under admitted
free, with activities including
mini-boat races, raising sails, sea
chantey sing-alongs, activities
based on Antarctic exploration
exploration.

Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult to enter for free.
Find the museum at 1306 North
Harbor Drive, along the Embar-
cadero. 619-234-9153. (DOWNTOWN)

Make a Snowflake of Your
Own after examining these
unique, intricate wonders of na-
ture at the Magic Wand (Flower
Hill Mall, 2670 Via de la Valle),
Tuesday and Wednesday, Decem-
ber 30 and 31.

Kids three to five years old, 10
to 11 a.m.; kindergartners through
third graders, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. $18
per class. Registration: 858-755-
9263. (DEL MAR)

Busytown, the hands-on, bilin-
gual exhibit based on Richard
Scarry’s books and TV series
comes to Reuben H. Fleet Science
Center (1875 El Prado) Jan-
uary 31, 2004. Exhibit includes a
grocery store, factory, shipyard,
power plant and construction
area for visitors aged 2 through 6
to explore, play and learn
through May 9, 2004. Adults
$6.75, kids $5.50. 619-238-1233.
(BALBOA PARK)

MUSEUMS

(Art museums are listed in
the Reader's Guide to Art.)

Antique Gas and Steam En-
gine Museum, the museum lo-
cates, collects, documents, and
preserves historical gas-, steam-,
and horse-powered equipment re-
lated to agriculture and the gen-
eral development of America. The
collection is made up of equip-
ment used in lumbering, mining,
oil drilling, and construction in-
dustries. Blacksmith and wheel-
wright shop, country kitchen and
parlor, steam-operated saw mill,

Urban Transport
5-door hatchback with 60/40 folding seats » Gets up to 40 mpg!

Free Scion CD

Bring in this ad
for u free T-shirt

easy fo

- XA

from $12,965

standard equipment:

XB
from $14,165

power windows, power locks & mirrors,
air condifioning, 6-speaker AM/FM/(D, =
and anti-lock brakes

4910 Kearny Mesa Road
(858) 499-8779 (ask for Rich or Jason)

Urban Transportation &
park ¢ easy to drive

See us on-line at:
www.KearnyMesaScion.com

Urban Utility

5-door microvan with fraction & stability control

Kearny Mesa Scion &

Scion, a new division of Toyota




Forget the hall, deck the driveway.

The Get-What-You-Want Event.

It's the holidays. And you're probably going to get your fair share of gifts
2004 Jetta GL

$1997 MONTH $0 DUE AT SIGNING

48-monthlease | (plustax, lic, dir. fees)

that, be honest, youd rather not get. Which is why this is an especially good

time to stop by your Volkswagen dealer and get a great year-end deal

on something you really want. Because no one is going fo get it for you.

Drivers wanted. @

Carlsbad Downtown Encinitas Escondido La Mesa Miramar Mission Bay National City

Bob Baker Volkswagen Metro Volkswagen Herman Cook Volkswagen  Classic Volkswagen Drew Volkswagen Miramar Volkswagen City Volkswagen South Bay Volkswagen
(760) 438-2200 (619) 234-3661 (760) 753-6256 (760) 745-7551 (619) 4641440 (858) 578-8600 (619) 276-6171 (619) 336-4020
bobbakervw.com metrovwsandiego.com cookvw.com classicvolkswagen.com drew-vw.com miramarvw.com cityvolkswagen.com vwsouthbay.com

*$0 down payment and $0 security deposit due at lease inception. First month’s payment and acquisition fee paid by dealer at lease inception. Monthly payments total $9,552. Based on M.S.R.P. of $18,155 for a 2004 Jetta GL with
20L engine and 5-speed manual transmission. Requires dealer discount of $869, which could affect final negotiated transaction. Purchase option at lease end for $8,896. Closed-end lease offered to highest qualified customers
by Volkswagen Credit through participating dealers. Lessee responsible for insurance. At lease end lessee responsible for $0.15/mile over 40,000 miles, and for damage and excessive wear. Additional charges may apply af lease end.
Dealer sets actual prices. Supplies limited. Offer ends January 5, 2004. See dealer or call 1-800 DRIVE VW for details. 2004 Jetta GLS 1.8T shown. ©2003 Volkswagen.
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READING

Snowbound

What I don’t like about where I
live is that it doesn’t snow. The
other day I saw one of those glass
balls that has a snowman in it; you
shake the globe up and down, and
“snow” falls. It isa piece of kitschy

ers resorted to introduce us to the enigmatic element in poetry.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

The teacher always asked, “What do you suppose the poet intended
with his mention of ‘promises to keep?’ ” I didn’t care then —
and don’t now — what Frost intended and am satisfied to say
out loud to myself merely the title “Stopping By Woods on a
Snowy Evening.” Those seven words start snow sifting through
cold air, sticking on bare black boughs.

Frost’s poem “The Onset,” less well-known, offers a more

after another.

Come, let’s go
snow-viewing
till we’re buried.

Snow-whisk sweeping
this path,
forgets the snow.

This bit of snow-writing is not a poem, but it’s written by a poet.
Why we construe from his name an adjective that describes its
object as “heroic — or, ‘mock’ heroic — and romantic” comes
clear once more when we read what Lord Byron, on January 5,
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junk. It cost $13.95. I bought it. I
brought it home and put it in my
bedroom. I get up in the morning
and shake the globe and watch the
snow drift and swirl down onto
the rim of the snowman’s little
black top hat. I really miss snow.
And now that it’s December, I go
to my bookshelves and search —
in poems, novels, essays, short sto-
ries — for snowfalls, snowstorms, blizzards, icicles, sleigh rides,
ice-skating.

The poem with snow in it that we all learned in school is
Robert Frost’s “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening.” Even
the title stirs memory.

closely observed snow that 1821, wrote in his journal:

Rose late — dull and drooping — the weather dripping and dense.
Snow on the ground, and sirocco above in the sky, like yesterday.
Roads up to the horse’s belly, so that riding (at least for pleasure)
is not very feasible. Read the conclusion, for the 50th time (I have
read all W. Scott’s novels at least 50 times), of the third series of
Tales of my Landlord — grand work — Scotch.

Clock strikes — going out to make love. Somewhat perilous,
but not disagreeable.

...lets down as white

As may be in dark woods, and with a song
It shall not make again all winter long

Of hissing on the yet uncovered ground.

Easily as wonderful a Frost snow poem is his eight-line “Dust of
Snow” whose first quatrain so quickly establishes its presence
that words vanish and nothing remains but

Robert Frost

The way a crow And, remember this, from T.S. Eliot’s “The Wasteland”?
Shook down on me
The dust of snow

From a hemlock tree.

Winter kept us warm, covering
Earth in forgetful snow,

Whose woods these are I think I know,
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here

Wallace Stevens’s “The Snow Man” is one of those killer poems
that stalks you for years and finally one day hits you between the
heart. Were I going to give the poem a title based upon the effect
it has, I’d title it “Exit Wound.”

Basho’s On Love and Barley contains three haiku, the first of
which “works” much like the Frost four lines — the words dis-
appear, the world to which the words point, remains.

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

Snowy morning —

one crow

It is the poem that ends with that grim quatrain to which teach- One must have a mind of winter

to the 1930s of the Chula Vista Star
News. Find the museum at 4035
Bonita Road. 619-267-5141. (BONITA)

and 1/3-scale train. Find the mu-
seum at 2040 North Santa Fe Av-
enue. 760-941-1791. (VISTA)

94 at Forrest Gate Road. 619-465-
7776. (CAMPO)

museum highlights the history of
the Sweetwater Valley from the
mid-1800s, with historical pho-
tographs; artifacts, tools, and farm-
ing implements; the district’s 1953
fire engine; and bound copies back

development through static and
operating exhibits, the museum
includes cabooses, steam and
diesel locomotives, track motor-
cars, “Jim Crow” segregated pas-
senger cars.

DANCE for $25

for 4 weeks*

Classes Still Open
TUESDAY: Argentine Tango ¢ Latin/Ballroom*
Hustle
Jitterbug & Swing*

Nightclub 2-Step ® Hustle ® Bolero
Salsa* e West Coast Swing

FRIDAY:
SATURDAY: West Coast Swing Styling
Hustle

-
. Specialists
DANCES — Theme dances every Friday ’

4 Saturday Latin & Ballroom
dances monthly
Jitterbug,/Swing dance every Sunday

Interpretive 1.5-hour train
rides offered each weekend
(11 a.m., 2:30 p.m.) over portion
of the San Diego and Arizona Rail-
way. Find the depot on Highway

Chinese Historical Society and
Museum, view artifacts from San
Diego’s Chinese and Chinese-
American history, culture, and art.

Bonita Museum and Cultural
Center, “Teller Magi Festival”
continues through December. The

Campo Railroad Museum,
showcasing more than 115 years
of American railroad heritage and
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PATTIE WELLS’ DANCETIME CENTER
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pwells@cts.com www.dancetime.com
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To regard the frost and the boughs
Of the Pine-trees crusted with snow;

And have been cold a long time
To behold the junipers shagged with ice,
The spruces rough in the distant glitter

Of the January sun; and not to think
Of any misery in the sound of the wind,
In the sound of a few leaves,

Which is the sound of the land
Full of the same wind
That is blowing in the same bare place

T.S. Eliot

For the listener, who listens in the snow,
And, nothing himself, beholds
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is.

None of these is my favorite snow poem (although the Stevens
comes close). That is reserved for Robert Penn Warren’s “Func-
tion of Blizzard.” Back when I lived where snow fell every win-
ter, a friend and I, on the occasion of the year’s first snow, would
get together to recite this poem. I guess, really, we didn’t “recite.”
We never learned the poem by heart, so we would take the book
with us, outside, and stand on the street corner under lamplight
and read the poem out loud together. Last week, standing at his
window, he saw that snow was falling on the mountains. He
called me and read:

God’s goose, neck neatly wrung, is being plucked.

And night is blacker for the plethora

Of white feathers except when, in an air-tower beam,
Black feathers turn white as snow. Which is what they are.
And in the blind trajectory travelers scream toward silence.

Black ruins of arson in the Bronx are whitely

Redeemed. Poverty does not necessarily

Mean unhappiness. Can’t you hear the creak of bed-slats
Or ghostly echo of childish laughter?

Bless Needle plunging into pinched vein.

Bless coverings-over, forgettings.

Bless snow, and chains beating undersides of fenders.

Bless insane sirens of the Fire Department

And Christmas whirl of alarm lights. Bless even

Three infants locked in a tenement of Harlem.

God’s bosom is broad. Snow soon will cover the anguished ruin.

Bless snow! Bless God, Who must work under the hand of
Fate, who has no name. God does the best

He can, and sometimes lets snow whiten the world

As a promise — as now of mystic comfort to

The old physicist, a Jew, faith long since dead, who is getting

High-lonesome drunk by the frosted window of

The Oak Room bar in the Plaza. And bless me, even

With no glass in my hand, and far from New York, as I rise
From bed, feet bare, heart freezing, to stare out at

The whitening fields and forest, and wonder what

Item of the past 'd most like God to let
Snow fall on, keep falling on, and never

Melt, for I, like you, am only a man, after all.

It’s difficult to know, after that, which so nearly says all there is
to say about man and God and love and snow, what can follow.
Joseph Wood Krutch in The Twelve Seasons suggests: “The snow
itself is lonely or, if you prefer, self-sufficient. There is no other
time when the whole world seems composed of one thing and
one thing only.”

For 20 years I've been reading and marking in my copy of
Gaston Bachelard’s The Poetics of Space. Bachelard meditates
upon what he calls “praiseworthy space” — the closets, corners,
cellars, and garrets that attract and focus the poetic imagination.
In Chapter Two, “House and Universe,” Bachelard “reads” houses
and rooms “written” by writers.

Although at heart a city man, Baudelaire sensed the increased
intimacy of a house when it is besieged by winter. In Les paradis
artificiels (p. 280) he speaks of Thomas de Quincey’s joy when,
a prisoner of winter, he reads Kant, with the help of the idealism
furnished by opium. The scene
takes place in a cottage in Wales.
“Isn’t it true that a pleasant
house makes winter more
poetic, and doesn’t winter add
to the poetry of a house? The
white cottage at the end of a lit-
tle valley, shut in by rather high
mountains; and it seemed to be
swathed in shrubs.”

Reading Baudelaire’s
passage, Bachelard suggests that we too are “‘swathed’ in the
blanket of winter.”

And we feel warm becauseit is cold out-of-doors. Further
on in this deep-winter “artificial Paradise,” Baudelaire declares
that dreamers like a severe winter. “Every year they ask the sky
to send down as much snow, hail and frost as it can contain.
What they really need are Canadian and Russian winters. Their
own nests will be all the warmer, all the downier, all the better
beloved.” Like Edgar Allen Poe, a great dreamer of curtains,
Baudelaire, in order to protect the winter-girt house from cold
added “heavy draperies that hung down to the floor.” Behind dark
curtains, snow seems to be whiter. “Indeed, everything comes alive
when contradictions accumulate.”

Russians, of course, dependably produce paragraph after

(continued on page 76)

“Isn’t it true that a
pleasant house makes
winter more poetic, and
doesn’t winter add to

the poetry of a house?”

further information, call 619-420-
6916. (CHULA VISTA)

Current museum artifacts include
a 1920s warlord’s bed, exhibits on

Chinese foot binding and Chi-
nese-American veterans. The mu-
seum is in a building originally
built in 1927 for the Chinese Mis-
sion. Adjacent to the building is
an Asian garden with koi pond
and waterfall. Find the museum at
404 Third Avenue (at J Street);
619-338-9888. (DOWNTOWN)

Chula Vista Heritage Museum
the museum features glimpses of
Chula Vista’s past; exhibits feature
lemon packing crate labels, pho-
tographs of downtown Chula
Vista, doors and adobe blocks
from the original Star newspaper
building, and relics from the Otay
Watch Company. Find the mu-
seum at 360 Third Avenue. For

Creation Museum, a museum
contrasting the evolution and cre-
ation world views is found at
10946 Woodside Avenue North.
For more information, call
619-448-0900 x231. (SANTEE)

Gemological Institute of
America Museum, unlike gem-
stones, which form deep within
the Earth, organic gems are the
products of living organisms,
formed by biological processes.
Organic gems such as amber,
coral, ivory, jet, and pearls are
showcased in “All-Natural, Or-
ganically Grown Gems from
Plants and Animals,” on view

through April 2004. Exhibit in-
cludes a mastadon tusk (carbon
dated at around 30,000 years).
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“The Magical World of Ilya
Schar,” a collection of creations

the Marston house design is in
keeping with the early 20th-Cen-

electric trains, and 20 other types
of collections — is featured at the

Parsonage Museum of
Lemon Grove, “Founding Par-

with Surround Sound, X BOX, DIsco

that resemble paintings but are
composed solely of gem material,
is also on display. Continues
through April 2004.

Permanent exhibits include
displays depicting science and art
of gemstones and history, lore and
cultural significance of jewelry.
Find the GIA at 5345 Armada
Drive. Required reservations:
800-421-7250 x 4116. (CARLSBAD)

George White and Anna
Gunn Marston House, historic
home sits on five acres of land-
scaped grounds with a formal En-
glish Romantic garden. Built for
civic leader and department store
founder George Marston and his
family by San Diego architects
William Hebbard and Irving Gill,

tury American Arts and Crafts pe-
riod, emphasizing simplicity,
function, and natural materials.
The museum is located at 3525
Seventh Avenue; 619-298-3142.
(HILLCREST)

House of Pacific Relations,
International Cottages are open
every Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.
to present the history and tradi-
tions of 30 ethnic groups. Select
cottages open on fourth Tuesday
of the month, Children Around
the World videos are shown in
Hall of Nations, fourth Tuesday
of every month. 619-538-4069.
(BALBOA PARK)

J.A. Cooley Museum, an eclec-
tic collection of items —including
displays on phonographs, clocks,
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museum. The current featured at-
traction is an “Industrial Product
Collection,” with examples of the
historical progression of auto
technology from 1886-1915, with
“some classics and a concept car.”

Find the museum at 4233
Park Boulevard. 619-296-3112.
(UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS)

Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Museum, housed in a historic
building, the museum features five
permanent galleries with artifacts,
uniforms, vehicles, weapons, and
photographs depicting Marine
Corps history. The museum is lo-
cated in Building 26 at MCRD,
just inside Gate 4, off Pacific High-
way. 619-524-6038. (MIDWAY)

FREE
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ents: From the Kumeyaay to the
Lee House” traces community his-
tory from the late Stone Age
(12,000 B.C.) when the Kumeyaay
first inhabited the area, to 1928
and the building of the H. Lee
House. Exhibit includes murals,
century-old woven baskets and
pottery, fossils, pictographs, more.
Continues through June 2004.
Concurrently, see “A Sea of
Lemon Trees,” showcasing the
city’s agricultural heyday, when
millions of tons of fruit were har-
vested and shipped to the Midwest
and Eastern U.S. Ongoing exhibits
include “Gorgeous Bounty: Fruit
Labels of the Golden State,” “The
Story of Lemon Grove,” “The Par-
son’s Study.” Find the museum at
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flurry; it kept on and on, the temperature fell appreciably, so that
the fallen snow could not quite melt, but lay covering the valley with
a wet and threadbare white garment, against which showed black

to go out in his troika and proposes a visit to a family who lives
some four versts across the snow. Within minutes the group
gathers in the troika— which is draped with harness bells — and
are off.

(continued from page 75)
paragraph of snow description.
Chekhov’s “Heartache” opens thus:

Evening twilight. Large flakes of wet
snow are circling lazily about the street
lamps which have just been lighted,
settling in a thin soft layer on roofs,
horses’ backs, peoples’ shoulders, caps.
Iona Potapov, the cabby, is all white
like a ghost. As hunched as a living
body can be, he sits on the box with-
out stirring. If a whole snowdrift were
to fall on him, even then, perhaps he
would not find it necessary to shake it
off. His nag, too, is white and motionless.

Wallace Stevens

From Chekhov’s terrifying “An Attack of Nerves”:

If one looked upwards into the darkness, the black background

Nikolai, in his old lady’s dress over which he had belted his hus-
sar’s cloak, stood in the middle of the sledge, reins in hand.

It was so light that he could see the moonlight reflected in the
metal of the harness and in the eyes of the startled horses....

Nikolai set off after the first troika; the other two noisily fol-
lowed, their runners whining.... As they drove by the garden the
shadows cast by the bare trees fell across the road obscuring the bright
moonlight, but as soon as they had passed the fence, the still, snowy
plain, all bathed in the radiance of the moon, sparkling like dia-
monds and with a bluish sheen, opened out before them....

Nikolai glanced at Sonya and bent down to look more closely
into her face. A quite new, sweet face with black eyebrows and
moustache — so near yet so remote in the moonlight — peeped
up to him from her sable furs.

the pines on the slopes.

For seven days snow falls across Mann’s valley. And then, this:

The world, this narrow, lofty, isolated world up here, looked now
well wadded and upholstered indeed: no pillar or post but wore its
whitecap; the steps up to the entrance of the Berghof had turned
into an inclined plane; heavy cushions, in the drollest shapes,
weighed down the branches of the Scotch firs— now and then one
slid off and raised up a cloud of powdery white dust in its fall.
Round about, the heights lay smothered in snow; their lower regions
rugged with the evergreen growth, their upper parts, beyond the
timber line, softly covered up to their many-shaped summits. The
air was dark, the sun but a pallid apparition behind a veil. Yet a mild
reflected brightness came from the snow, a milky gleam whose light
became both landscape and human beings, even though these lat-
ter did show red noses under their white or gaily-colored woollen

One of the classic cold-weather novels is Thomas Mann’s The Magic caps.
Mountain, which suggests Hans Castrop’s confinement in a tuber-
culosis sanitarium as analogy to Europe’s post-World War I
crisis:

was all spangled with white, moving specks: it was snow falling. As
the snowflakes came into the light they floated round lazily in the
air like down, and still more lazily fell to the ground. The snowflakes
whirled thickly round Vasilyev and hung upon his beard, his eye-
lashes, his eyebrows.... The cabmen, the horses, and the passersby

American author Cynthia Ozick, in Chapter Four of The Mes-
siah of Stockholm, places Lars Andemening at night on foot in
Stockholm.

were white.

One of the oddest snow scenes occurs in Tolstoy’s War and Peace,
during a snowy Christmas season. Natasha, Sonya, and Nikolai
costume themselves in clothes of the opposite gender — Natasha
as a hussar, Sonya a Circassian with burnt cork eyebrows and a
mustache, Nikolai as an old lady in a farthingale. Nikolai wants

[T]he winter came mildly on, at first no different from many a day
they had seen in the height of summer. The wind had been two days
in the south, the sun bore down, the valley seemed shrunken, the
side walls at its mouth looked near and bald. Clouds came up,
behind Piz Michel and Tinzenhorn, and drove north-eastwards. It
rained heavily. Then the rain turned foul, a whitish-grey, mingled
with snow-flakes — soon it was all snow, the valley was full of

There was a bitter wind now, lording it over the black one o’clock.
The blackness went on throwing the snow into Lars’s face, and he
packed his scarf over his nose and mouth — how warm his breath
was in the little cave this made! ... The spiraling flakes stuttered
around him like Morse code. A smell of something roasting, what
was that? Chimneys....

3185 Olive Street; 619-460-4353.
(LEMON GROVE)

Reuben H. Fleet Science Center,
retrospective exhibit “Reaching for
the Stars: The Fleet’s First 30 Years”
documents the history of the Fleet.
Each decade of the past 30 years is
highlighted through graphics, pho-
tographs, and artifacts taking visitors
onavisual journey of the center’s ac-
complishments. Through Sunday,
January 18, 2004.

Over 30 exhibits designed to
demonstrate the fun side of sci-
ence, math, and technology from
the Exploratorium in San Fran-
cisco are on display in “Explo-
raZone 4,” on exhibit through
Monday, May 31, 2004. The exhi-
bition’s themes are forces and
structures, light, androtation.

“Memory” includes 38 inter-
active exhibits, artworks, and
demonstrations exploring how
memories are made, stored, re-
trieved, and forgotten (through

Sunday, December 7). Ongoing
exhibitions include “Technova-
tion,” “About Faces,” “Smoke and
Mirrors,” and “Skyscapes II.” The
permanent exhibitions present a
variety of hands-on exhibits illus-
trating scientific principles. Ex-
plore the various methods of
transmission and storage and re-
trieval of information, such as
lasers, flashing lights, waveforms,
and more. Journey “To Worlds
Beyond” in the planetarium show.
Films are shown daily in the
IMAX theater. 619-238-1233.
(BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Automotive Museum,
more than 80 automobiles and mo-
torcycles from horseless carriages to
future prototypes are included in the
museum’s permanent collection.
Find the museum near the Starlight
Bowl; 619-231-2886. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Hall of Champions,
current exhibits include one built
around photographs from Sports

e Private Parties

Corporate Events

Birthdays

Bachelor Parties

Car Clubs

Illustrated magazine, featuring 35
San Diegans who made the cover;
“San Diego Ground Zero,” “Bird
Watching — Tony Hawk in
Flight.” The museum — dedicated
to promoting, recognizing, and
preserving athletic achievement —
is located at 2131 Pan Ameri-
can Plaza. Call 619-234-2544 for
information. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Historical Society
Museum, through costumes and
ephemera, the “Wedding Belles:
Traditions and Attire” exhibition
chronicles San Diego wedding
fashions from the 1850s through
the mid-20th Century. “Belles”
showcases examples of the evolu-
tion and style and of “proper at-
tire.” Show includes an 1848 Vi-
ennese wedding dress to a tulle
and lace garment from the 1950s.
Through May 2004.

“From Blueprints to Build-
ings,” an exhibit of San Diego ar-
chitecture, traces this region’s ar-

,t_lndoor

chitectural history from early In-
dian bark houses to modern and
postmodern buildings. The ex-
hibit showcases the most signifi-
cant examples of various architec-
tural styles and types of structures.
See the historical artifacts, pho-
tographs, and ephemera through
Sunday, February 15, 2004.

Also on view: “Filming San
Diego: Hollywood’s Backlot,”
through Thursday, December 9,
2004. The museum is located in
the Casa de Balboa building;
619-232-6203. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Maritime Museum,
visit the H.M.S. Surprise while the
ship used in film Master and Com-
mander is on exhibit through
Tuesday, November 30, 2004. See
artifacts, costumes, props used in
making of the flick.

The museum features perma-
nent exhibits documenting the
history of San Diego’s waterfront
and the building of the West Coast

50,000 sq. fi. facility

by sea, including exhibits con-
cerning the old San Diego-Coron-
ado ferryboats, the tuna fishing
industry, and the military. The
museum fleet consists of the 1863
bark Star of India, the 1898 San
Francisco ferryboat Berkeley, and
the 1904 Scottish steam yacht
Medea. There are also nautical ex-
hibits, ship carpenters, model
building, ships in bottles, wood-
carvers, and a complete research
library.

The museum is located at
1306 North Harbor Drive, along
the Embarcadero at the corner of
North Harbor Drive and Ash
Street; 619-234-9153. (DOWNTOWN)

San Diego Museum of Art,
“Sculpture in Silk: Costumes
from Japan’s Noh Theater,” of-
fers opportunity to examine ele-
gant designs and exquisite work-
manship of layered costumes.
Display includes more than 40
robes and accessories created

during Edo period (1601-1868),
as well as 100 modern examples
of Noh costumes created using
Edo-period designs and tech-
niques. Continues through Sun-
day, January 25, 2004.

“Partners of the Soul: African
Art of the Baule” includes 45 ob-
jects from the UCLA Fowler Mu-
seum of Cultural History and pri-
vate collectors. Show explores
complex ways in which art func-
tioned in Baule culture and society
(Ivory Coast of West Africa)
through a display of spirit spouse
figures, portrait masks, miniature
amulet figures, mouse oracles,
wooden strikers. Through Sunday,
January 4, 2004.

“The Later Mughals: Theaters
of Power” presents more than 20
seldom-seen images telling the
story of the waning of India’s
greatest dynasty. Through Sunday,
January 25, 2004.

For further information, call
619-232-7931. (BALBOAPARK)
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Under the screen of revolving flakes
the steeples had the look of whirling Mer-
lin hats.

A few years ago, I ran across Yasunari
Kawabata’s Snow Country. The
Novel’s tranlator writes in an intro-
duction to the novel:

The west coast of the main island of
Japan is probably for its latitude (roughly,
from Cape Hatteras to New York, or
from Spanish Morocco to Barcelona)
the snowiest region in the world. From
December to April or May only the
railroads are open, and the snow in the
mountains is sometimes as much as 15 feet deep.

il
Lord Byron

Kawabata’s descriptions of snow are some of the most satisfying
I know, and I look forward to leaning against the bookcase and
reading them aloud to myself until I feel the cold he writes climb
up on me. Yet Kawabata’s story of a man who can’t love and the
woman who loves him is so irredeemably sad that ’'m never sure
Kawabata’s snow is worth the pain my memory of his charac-
ters’ end causes me.

The earth lay white under the night sky.

The brightness of the snow was more intense, it seemed to be
burning icily.

Presently, as the mountain chasms were far and near, high and
low, the shadows in them began to deepen, and the sky was red over
the snowy mountains, bathed now in but a wan light.

The snow on the distant mountains was soft and creamy, as if
veiled in a faint smoke.

From the gray sky, framed by the window, the snow floated
toward them in great flakes, like white peonies.

The cedars, under a thin coating of snow, rose sheer from the
white ground to the sky, each cut off sharply from the rest.

When I want North American snow, I turn first to books set in
the Midwest and then to my childhood books, to the Little House
books. Little House on the Prairie, Little House in the Big Woods,
et al. tell the story of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s life. Born in 1867 in
alog cabin at the edge of the Wisconsin Big Woods, Wilder from
18701889 traveled with her family by covered wagon through
Kansas, Minnesota, and Dakota Territory. A section from Wilder’s
The Long Winter furnished me with material for what must have
been my earliest childhood snow nightmares. A late fall snow-
storm has hit the prairie. Cattle have taken shelter by the haystacks.
Pa, concerned that the cattle will tear down the stacks, goes out
to drive them off. Laura follows.

Outdoors the sun-glitter hurt her eyes. She breathed a deep breath
of the tingling cold and squinted her eyes to look around her. The
sky was hugely blue and all the land was blowing white. The straight,
strong wind did not lift the snow, but drove it scudding across the
prairie....

The cattle were standing in sunshine and shadow by the
haystacks — red and brown and spotted cattle and one thin black
one. They stood perfectly still, every head bowed down to the
ground. The hairy red necks and brown necks all stretched down
from bony-gaunt shoulders to monstrous, swollen white heads....

They did not seem like real cattle. They stood so terrible still.
In the whole herd there was not the least movement. Only their breath-

ing sucked their hairy sides in between the rib bones and pushed
them out again. ... Their legs were braced out, stiff and still. And
where their heads should be, swollen white lumps seemed fast to
the ground under the blowing snow.

On Laura’s head the hair prickled up and a horror went down
her backbone. ... Pa went on slowly against the wind. He walked
up to the herd. Not one of the cattle moved.

Next, for midwestern winters, I like Willa Cather’s My Antonia
that has as its landscape the author’s childhood home in Nebraska.

The first snowfall came early in December. I remember how the
world looked from our sitting-room window as I dressed behind
the stove that morning: the low sky was like a sheet of metal; the
blond cornfields had faded out into ghostliness at last; the little
pond was frozen under its stiff willow bushes. Big white flakes were
whirling over everything and disappearing in the red grass....

The sky was brilliantly blue, and the sunlight on the glittering
white stretches of prairie was almost blinding. As Antonia said, the
whole world was changed by snow; we kept looking in vain for
familiar landmarks. The deep arroyo through which Squaw Creek
wound was now only a cleft between snowdrifts — very blue when
one looked down into it.... The cold stung, and at the same time
delighted one. My horse’s breath rose like steam, and whenever we
stopped he smoked all over. The cornfields got back a little of their
color under the dazzling light, and stood the palest possible gold
in the sun and snow. All about us the snow was crusted in shallow
terraces, with tracings like ripple-marks at the edges, curly waves
that were the actual impression of the stinging lash in the wind.

Winter comes down savagely over a little town on the prairie. ...

In the morning when I was fighting my way to school against

(continued on page 78)

San Diego Museum of Man,
“The Turquoise Path/El Camino
Turquesa: The Story of Turquoise
in the Native American South-
west,” on display through April
2004, focuses on historical, social,
cultural, and economic implica-
tions of the age-old stone.
Turquoise jewelry-making tech-
niques documented, and pieces
from the museum’s extensive col-
lections exhibited.

“Inuit: People of the Midnight
Sun,” continuing through April
2004, brings to life the iligqusiq or
“ways and habits” of the Inuit
(previously known as Eskimo).
Artifacts include tools for hunting
and sewing, handmade games,
clothing, masks, and kayaks, of-
fering an in-depth look at aspects
of modern and ancient Inuit
culture.

“Efe: Archers of the Congo”
examines one of the most enig-
matic and little-known groups
on the planet. The Efe are one of

about 12 pygmy tribes living in
African rainforest. The more
than 200 items include bows, ar-
rows, quivers, wrist guards,
hunting nets, musical instru-
ments, utensils, and bark cloth
paintings. Through summer
2004.

Ongoing exhibits: “Inquisi-
tion: Torture and Intolerance,”
focusing on reality of torture in
world today, including an inter-
active video and stories of mod-
ern-day torture survivors. Col-
lection features dozens of
macabre devices gathered from
throughout Europe, some ex-
tremely rare, primarily used from
1400s up to early 1800s. Pieces
on display are originals, includ-
ing an iron maiden, a guillotine,
chain flails, a knee splitter, and
more. Permanent anthropology
exhibit “Footsteps through Time:
Four Million Years of Human
Evolution” features “more than
a hundred touchable replicas of

early humans, primates, and fu-
turistic cyborgs (part human,
part machine).” 619-239-2001.
(BALBOA PARK)

San Pasqual Battlefield
State Historic Park commem-
orates the clash (on December 6,
1846) during the Mexican War
between the U.S. Dragoons, bol-
stered by sailors and volunteers
from San Diego, and California
militia. Narrated slide-show
screens throughout the day,
telling the story of the war in
Mexico and California. Self-
guided tour recounts the events
of the battle and profiles the
leaders of the forces and also de-
scribes the lives of the Indians in-
digenous to the valley. The mu-
seum is found at 15808 San
Pasqual Valley Road. 760-737-
2201. (ESCONDIDO)

Valley Center History Museum,
the museum features an educa-
tional exhibition centered around a

California grizzly bear, described
as “the only one on view in San
Diego.” Also on view: model of an
1862 settler’s cabin, collection of
Indian baskets, and aerospace dis-
play. Find the museum at 29200
Cole Grade Road. 760-749-2993.
(VALLEY CENTER)

Villa Montezuma, built in
1887 for internationally cele-

brated author and musician Jesse
Shepard, serves as both a histori-
cal house museum and cultural
center. Find the museum at 1925
K Street (at 20th Street). Call
619-239-2211 for more informa-
tion. (SHERMAN HEIGHTS)

William Heath Davis House
Museum, said to be the oldest
surviving structure in the new town

area of downtown San Diego, the
house is a well-preserved example
of a pre-framed lumber “salt box”
family home shipped from the East
Coast to California by boat around
Cape Horn in 1850. Find the mu-
seum at 410 Island Avenue (at
Fourth Avenue); 619-233-4692.
(GASLAMP QUARTER)
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(continued from page 77)

the wind, I couldn’t see any-
thing but the road in front of
me; but in the late afternoon,
when I was coming home, the
town looked bleak and des-
olate to me. The pale, cold
light of the winter sunset did
not beautify — it was like the
light of truth itself. When the
smoky clouds hung low in
the west and the red sun went
down behind them, leaving
a pink flush on the snowy
roofs and the blue drifts, then
the wind sprang up afresh,
with a kind of bitter song, as
if it said: “This is reality,
whether you like it or not. All
those frivolities of summer, the
light and shadow, the living
mask of green that trembled
over everything, they were
lies, and this is what was under-
neath. This is the truth.”

For contemporary no-nonsense
New England snow, nobody
beats Russell Banks, whose Afflic-
tion tells the story of Wade
Whitehouse, a part-time police-
man in a New Hampshire mill-
town who goes on a violent
rampage. In Affliction and his
earlier Continental Divide, Banks
writes of the dirty rust-belt snow
that has driven more than one
New Englander to California
(although Banks’s characters
head for Florida).

Wade liked the way the river

looked in the new snow and
milky early morning light.
That is a tourist’s idea of New
Hampshire, he thought, with
pine trees drooping over the
water and snarls of icicle-
laden birches clumped at the
edges of eddies and pools,
with large snow-covered boul-
ders in the middle of the stream
and dark-green water churn-
ing, swirling and splashing
past and over them, raising a
thick white crust of ice at the
crest marks.

By the first week of Octo-
ber, whole long gray days
passed without the temper-
ature’s rising above freezing,
while the leaves, their colors
dulled by the cold, tumbled
from the trees and swirled in
the autumn winds, and stalks
and reeds clattered in the icy
clasp of the marshes and
ponds, and animals drew into
their caves for a six months’
sleep.

When the snows do come,
it is as natural and as
inescapable and in some sense
as welcome as gravity. Start-
ing long after midnight, a clear
starry sky with a sickle of
moon in the southeast fills
slowly with low dark gray
clouds, until the sky is covered
from horizon to horizon and
all the light seems to have
been wiped from the valley,
every dot of it, every pale
reflection, every memory. The
first scattered flakes drift almost
accidentally down, as if spilled
while carted by a high wind
to somewhere east of here, to
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the Maritimes or New
Brunswick: a single hard dry
flake, then several more, then
a hundred, a thousand, too
many to be seen as separate
from one another anymore:
until at last the snow is falling
over the valley and the hills and
lakes like a lacy soft eider-
down billowing out and set-
tling over the entire region,
covering the trees, the rocks
and ridges, the old stone walls,
the fields and meadows behind
the houses in town and out
along Route 29, the roofs of
the houses, barns and trail-
ers, the tops of cars and trucks
the roads, lanes, driveways
and parking lots: covering
and transforming everything
in the last few moments of
the night, so that when at
dawn the day and the month
truly begin, winter too will
have arrived, returned, seem-
ing never to have left....

The snow was coming
down with fury, in white fists,
and as he drove slowly through
the stuff, Wade thought, I
can’t stand it anymore.

Mark Helprin’s stories and nov-
els’ surfaces glitter and shim-
mer and shine with snow and
ice. Perhaps no living writer, in
English, does as well with plays
of light over snow. In the pro-
logue to Winter’s Tale, he
describes snow falling on New
York City.

But the city is now obscured,
as it often is, by the whitened
mass in which it rests — rush-
ing by us at unfathomable
speed, crackling like wind in
the mist, cold to the touch,
glistening and unfolding, tum-
bling over itself like the steam
of an engine or cotton spilling
from a bale. Though the blind-

P
Anton Chekov

ing white web of ceaseless
sound flows past mercilessly,
the curtain is breaking ... it
reveals amid the clouds a lake
of air as smooth and clear as
amirror, the deep round eye
of a white hurricane.

No Renaissance engine
belching fire or hurtling stone
could keep pace with even
one white clap of a New York
winter, and winter there
clapped as endlessly as a pad-
dlewheel on one of the big
white boats slapping across
the lake in seasons gone by.
Battalions of arctic clouds
droned down from the north
to bomb the state with snow,
to bleach it as white as young
ivory, to mortar it with frost
that would last from Septem-
ber to May.

A New York City friend who
tells me she bought Singapore:
a Novel of the Bronx by Joe
Bernardini because she could
not resist a novel about the Bronx
written by someone named Joe
Bernardini, pointed out to me
Bernardini’s snow scene as an
example of nonromanticized
urban snow:

In all fairness to the Bronx,
snow is greeted with great
cheers of delight. The smiles
and laughter of this other-
wise grim borough are few
and far between, and I'd be
remiss in not mentioning
them when they do occur.
The snowball fights we used
to have in the lot constituted
the happiest moments of my
youth. I was deadly with a
snowball. Single-handed I’d
rout Leon and his cohorts
from their hiding places and
send them scurrying into the
building. Then, anticipating
their taunts from the hallway
windows, my snowballs would
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find the enemy as soon as
their startled heads appeared.
I recall throwing a snowball
that landed wide of the mark.
It struck the window of a
recluse who was forever sit-
ting with his nose pressed
against the pane. He appeared
to be staring straight at me,
there was no way possible for
him to overlook the snow-
ball, and yet as the snowball
approached and then struck
his window he didn’t budge
an inch. Frightened out of my
wits, I ran all the way up to
Bainbridge and returned hours
later when it was dark.

The light from the street
lamp illumined his window
and I saw that a piece of card-
board had been wedged against
the opening and above the
cardboard I was even able to
make out the man’s forehead
and a few wisps of hair. He was
sitting there with his nose
pressed against the cardboard.
Do you understand? Snow
was falling on the Bronx. For
several hours a clean, white
blanket would cover the grime.
Then dogs would yellow it
with their pee and boots would
riddle it with holes and soot
belched from the incinera-
tors would settle on its surface
and it would turn to slush,
and in contrast to the few
white patches that remained,
the Bronx would appear even
grimier than before. So snow
meant nothing to him. It was
still the Bronx.

For one more piece of gritty
city snow, there is this from the
collection of short stories Between
C & D, New Writing from the
Lower East Side Fiction Maga-
zine, “The Fedora” by Cather-
ine Texier:

Tonight I will look at the win-
dow and from the shapes of
the steps in the snow I will
try to guess who has been
walking on the sidewalk. Then

I see him. His collar is turned
up, his hat pushed down, his
shoulders even more hunched
than usual, his whole body
contracted by bitter wind. His
face is drowned in shadow,
but his figure is clearly delin-
eated against the pearl glim-
mer of the snow, the fedora
smartly creased in the middle,
it’s outline sharper and sharper
as he walks towards my house.
I quickly move from the win-
dow and wait. I think, he
wouldn’t dare. But he does.
Like a syncopated note
dropped against the beat my
buzzer rings. Once. Twice. A
long interval, then a third
time. And I sit, frozen, lis-
tening to the shrill, persistent
pitch of the doorbell in the
cold, abstract silence.

Reading Katherine Mansfield’s
journal entry for December 28,
1914, with its expanding exte-
rior vision covered over with
white, white, white, white, white
heightens one’s awareness of
snow’s potential as dramatic
medium.

Snow has fallen, and every-
thing is white.... T love to close
my eyes amoment and think
of the land outside, white
under the mingled snow and
moonlight — white trees,
white fields — the heaps of
stones by the roadside white
— snow in the furrows.

Snow passages in fiction and
poetry are splendid opportu-
nities for writers to set up daz-
zling pictorial contrasts. Peter
Handke’s The Afternoon of a
Writer offers this:

He switched off all the lights.
Because of the snow and the
reflection of the city in the
clouds, it was light in all the
rooms, a nocturnal light that
made the objects in the rooms
all the darker.

In another example of this use
of snow for effects of visual con-
trast there is in Kawabata’s novel
a paragraph in which his emo-
tionally frozen male character
watches a geisha as she looks at
herself in a mirror that reflects
both her face and the snow out-
side the window.

The white in the depths of
the mirror was the snow, and
floating in the middle of it
were the woman’s bright red
cheeks.
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An early scene in Banks’s Afflic-
tion, a deer hunt, is another pas-
sage in which snow’s whiteness
and purity is used as a graphic
contrast medium.

Slugs, pellets, balls made of alu-
minum lead, steel, rip into the
body of the deer, crash through
bone, penetrate and smash
organs, rend muscle and sinew.
Blood splashes into the air,
across tree bark, stone, onto
smooth white blankets of snow,
where scarlet fades swiftly to
pink. Black tongue lolls over
blooded teeth, as if the mouth
were a carnivore’s; huge brown
eyes roll back, glassed over,
opaque and dry; blood trickles
from carbon-black nostrils, shit
spits steaming into the snow;
urine, entrails, blood, mucus
spill from the animal’s body:
as heavy-booted hunters rush
across the frozen snow-cov-
ered ground to claim the kill.

Perhaps precisely because snow
offers such a canvas on which to
draw contrasts, mystery, sus-
pense, thriller, and horror writ-
ers show a fondness for wintry set-
tings. Ofthand, these come to
mind: Le Carre’s The Spy Who
Came in from the Cold, Ngaio
Marsh’s Death and the Dancing
Footman, Chesterton’s “The Invis-
ible Man,” Michael Innes’s
Appleby’s End, Jonathan Valin’s
Fire Lake, Peter Straub’s Ghost
Story, and closer to home, Chan-
dler’s Lady of the Lake.

Martin Cruz Smith’s Gorky
Park provides particularly vivid
examples of the use of snow as a
backdrop for violence. From the
first pages, Gorky Park provides
snowy death scenes. As bits of
ice glimmer in the air, a chief
investigator for the People’s Mili-
tia, Arkady Renko, strides through
snow “to the telltale humps” in
the center of a clearing.

There were three bodies. ... They
lay peacefully, even artfully,
under their thawing crust of
ice, the center one on its back,
hands folded as if for a reli-
gious funeral, the other two

DEL MAR FAIRGROUNDS

turned, arms out under the ice
like flanking emblems on
embossed writing paper. They
were wearing ice skates.

Toward Gorky Park’s end, a corpse
is found (whose corpse it is I
won’t tell you in case you haven’t
read the book and want to).

Snow had settled deep on his
shoulders and hat and in the cuff
ofhis upraised hand. Stretched
out dead in the snow at his feet
were two large gray dogs. Arkady
noticed that what protruded
inabundle from ____ ’sopen
coat were his entrails, pulled
out and covered with snow.
Snow obscured the two pink
holes over his breasts. His face
was totally white....

Arkady noticed that no
more snow was falling; not a flake
drifted down, not even from
the over-heavy branches. There
was a ceramic clarity to the
scene.

In The Snows of Kilimanjaro,
Hemingway’s Harry, a writer, is
in Africa in “a pleasant camp
under big trees against a hill, with
good water.” He'd gotten a scratch
on hisleg. He forgot to put iodine
on the scratch. The leg has become
gangrenous. Laying on a canvas
cot at the edge of the bush, Harry
looks across “the heat shimmer
of the plain.” He knows he’s going
to die. “Now he would never
write the things that he had saved
to write until he knew enough
to write them well.”

Snow was one of the things
he’d saved to write, and Hem-
ingway gives Harry a seven-para-
graph riff that’s about the best
snow anybody’s written. Para-
graph three:

In Schrunz, on Christmas day,
the snow was so bright it hurt
your eyes when you looked out
from the weinstube and saw
every one coming home from
church. That was where they
walked up the sleigh-smoothed
urine-yellowed road along the
river with the steep pine hills,
skis heavy on the shoulder, and

where they ran that great run
down the glacier above the
Madlener-haus, the snow as
smooth to see as cake frosting
and as light as powder and he
remembered the noiseless rush
the speed made as you dropped
down like a bird.

In Nelson Algren’s Notes from a
Sea Diary, or, Hemingway All the
Way, Algren inveighed against
critics who described Heming-
ways’s writing as “baby talk.” So
thatafter I read snow paragraphs
from Kilimanjaro, I am always
tempted to echo the outburst
Algren directed against those crit-
ics: “Call that baby talk!”

When I ask people what
in literature they remember for
its snow scenes, Dickens’s A Christ-
mas Carolis spoken of, and Barry
Lopez’s Arctic Dreams, Peter
Matthiesen’s The Snow Leopard,
John Irving’s A Prayer for Owen
Meany, O.E. Rolvag’s Giants in
the Earth, and always Jack Lon-
don. Not a few readers are
reminded of Conrad Aiken’s
haunting story “Silent Snow,
Secret Snow” in which the snow
is imaginary, the vision of a young
boy’s disturbed mind. But almost
no one doesn’t mention the con-
clusion of “The Dead,” the final
story in James Joyce’s Dubliners.

Yes, the newspapers were
right: snow was general all over
Ireland. It was falling on every
part of the dark central plain,
on the treeless hills, falling softly
upon the Bog of Allen and, far-
ther westward, softly falling
into the dark mutinous Shan-
non waves. It was falling, too,
upon every part of the lonely
churchyard on the hill where
Michael Furey lay buried. It lay
thickly drifted on the crooked
crosses and headstones, on the
spears of the little gate, on the
barren thorns. His soul swooned
slowly as he heard the snow
falling faintly through the uni-
verse and faintly falling, like
the descent of their last end,
upon all the living and all the
dead.

— Judith Moore
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CLASSICAL MUSIC

No Headline Would
Be Adequate

Chopin’s songs are slight stuff.

pera fanatics — but only they —
Oknow and love James McCourt’s

ornately extravagant novel Mawrdew
Czgowchwz. The eponymous heroine (her
name is pronounced “Mardu Gorgeous”) is
an Irish-Czech diva of
superhuman talent and
versatility. Her vocal range
extends from C below middle

JONATHAN SAVILLE

means that she can sing a large proportion of
the higher-voice roles in Baroque opera and
in Rossini. Add to this the fact that her voice
is of ravishing richness, that she wields it with
total technical mastery and intense
expressiveness, and that her
vocal acting is extraordinarily
dramatic, and you have a
singer who — Mawrdew

C to A above high C (nearly
four octaves), which makes her capable of
singing anything written for the female
operatic voice, from the lowest contralto to
the highest coloratura soprano. Her
repertoire encompasses Violetta, the Queen
of the Night, Briinhilde, Dalila, Mistress
Quickly.... In Il Trovatore, she can sing both
Leonora and Azucena; in Aida, both Aida and
Amneris. Pressed to define her vocal type, she
invents the word “oltrano.”

Writing in the early *70s, McCourt cannot
have known anything about Polish
“contralto” Ewa Podle$, whose spectacular
international career did not begin until a
decade after that. He really was dreaming of a
fantastically enhanced Maria Callas. But
Podles$, who recently gave a thrilling recital
for San Diego Opera (she was scheduled to
come here last season but had to postpone
because of an automobile accident), would be
a good candidate for the rare oltrano
designation. She too has a range of over three
octaves. Her low notes, in a stentorian chest
voice, sound like those of a baritone. She
commands not only the contralto repertoire,
but that of a dramatic mezzo-soprano. With a
voice of tremendous power and weight, she
nevertheless is entirely at home in music
requiring the most agile coloratura, which
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Czgowchwz excepted — breaks
all the molds.

It’s true that Podle§ is unlikely to sing the
Queen of the Night, but you can’t have
everything.

Her Sherwood Auditorium program
offered a sampling of the repertoire in which
she is supreme. The first half was devoted to
the Baroque (two arias by Vivaldi) and
Rossini (his dramatic cantata Giovanna
d’Arco), in which she demonstrated fiery
brilliance (“Nel profondo cieco mondo” from
Vivaldi’s Orlando furioso), poignant pathos
(“Sposa son disprezzata” from the same
composer’s Bajazet), and the spectrum of
rapidly shifting emotions (from pensive
sadness to joyful, heroic resolution) with
which Rossini characterizes Joan of Arc. In
Orlando’s aria, Podle$ surely need not have
feared comparison with the castrati who
ordinarily (not always) would have sung such
a role in the early 18th Century. A
comparison with Marilyn Horne’s famous
recorded performance is more apt. Horne
and Podle%s are more or less equal in the
dazzling precision of their fioritura, but there
is nothing in Podle$’s gorgeous (or should
one say “czgowchwz”?) voice of the braying
quality that was to become so prominent in
Horne’s later career (especially in the chest).
Expressively, Podle§ has it
all over Horne, who is
satisfied with a cold,
external perfection, while
Podle$ actually suggests a
passionate human being
caught up in a tumultuous
crisis.

The Rossini cantata was
recorded by Cecilia Bartoli
in 1991, when the young
Italian mezzo’s voice was
still fresh and she had not
developed the unfortunate
mannerisms and vocal flaws
that have vitiated her
singing in recent years
(Bartoli will be appearing at

season, under the auspices of the
La Jolla Music Society, at which
time we will be able to hear
whether she has overcome her
difficulties). Twelve years
ago, her Joan was an
utterly delectable
performance, full of
warmth and spirit, and
vocally a pleasure to
listen to. Podle$§’s
recent performance of
the same work was
similarly beautiful and
similarly dramatic,
although the Polish
oltrano’s voice, a much
lusher and more ample
instrument than Bartoli’s,
tended to impart to the
16-year-old girl from Domrémy
a rather obtrusive maturity. Never
mind. With singing of this quality, and
with the emotions so true and affecting, no
one in the audience could care whether
Podle$ sounded like Joan of Arc or Joan
of Arc’s mother.

In fact, however, when the
nature of a later work on the
program demanded a contrast
between a young girl and her
mother, Podle$ had no difficulty in
assuming two different personae and
two different voices — and quite
convincingly. After the intermission,
she presented a selection of songs by
her compatriot, Chopin, one of which

N
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Ewa Podles

is called Piosnka litewska (“A
Lithuanian Song”). It is a dialogue
between a mother and her daughter.

Ewa Podles, contralto; Ania Marchwinska, piano
Sherwood Auditorium (San Diego Opera)
Arias and songs by Vivaldi, Rossini, Chopin, and Rachmaninov

The mother wants to know why the
girl is returning home early in the
morning, and the girl, in order to conceal her
assignation with her lover, implausibly
professes to have gone out to the well for
water. Chopin’s songs are slight stuff — but
very charming, and artfully written for both
the voice and piano. Podle§ made the most of
this one, impersonating the severe mother
and the enamored daughter with such
authenticity, in voice, gesture, and facial
expression, that it was as if the audience were
witness to two terrific singing actresses rather
than just one.

They were also witness to some terrific
piano playing by Ania Marchwinska, an
exquisitely lovely young woman (Artur
Rubinstein used to say that no one could
match Polish women for beauty) who also
happened to be Podle§’s stepdaughter. In a
recital by so imposing a singer, the
accompanist tends to disappear from the
audience’s consciousness. But in this case, the
two artists were superbly matched in both
their strength and their subtlety; and
Marchwinska made the listener acutely aware
that it was Chopin, the incomparable author

the keyboard component of these
unpretentious and lighthearted songs.

Marchwinska was equally wonderful in
the Rachmaninov songs that followed, which
at the same time incited Podle$ to some of
her grandest singing of the evening. The
Chopin songs had all been tender and
humorous comments on young love, but the
Rachmaninov selection ranged much more
widely: the themes were not only love (happy,
or painfully nostalgic, or hopeless and bitter)
but also the vital arrival of Spring, the
inevitable passing of everything in life, and
the tragic anguish that Christ would feel if He
were to see the shameful inhumanity of 19th-
century Russia (Khristos voskres! — “Christ is
risen!” — to a trenchant text by Dmitri
Merezhkovski). Each of these songs, in
Podle$§’s performance, was uniquely gripping,
as though the diverse human passions
embodied in the poetry and the music were
concentrated by a mighty lens into a
blindingly radiant point.

Nor was this a matter of generalized
affects. Podle$ may have an enormous voice

the Civic Theatre later this of waltzes and mazurkas, who had fashioned and an enormous charisma, but her
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singing — particularly in the
art-song section of her
recital — gathered its
immense cumulative force
through the progressive
addition of detail after detail,
nuances of interpretation that
exploited to the fullest the
kaleidoscopic colors of that
amazing instrument. In Ona,
kak polden’, khorosha (“She is
beautiful as noon”), the
unrequited lover’s longing for
his untouchable beloved is
compared to the eternally
splashing ocean’s love for the
silent shore. The song ends
with the word “viubleno” (“in
love”), the last syllable of
which Podle$ held for a long
time, in her manly chest
voice, and in a relentless
crescendo — as though to
represent in sound a love so
intense and desperate that it is
a threat. In contrast, the last
line of the subsequent
Rachmaninov song, Vesennie
vody (“Spring waters”), shows
us the dancing days of May
crowding merrily after Spring,
and here Podle$ held the last
note, on the word “nei”
(“her” — that is, Spring), in
the same way she had held the
last note of “She is beautiful
as noon,” except that this
time it was in her brightest
head voice, and pulsating with
ecstatic joy.

Not many contraltos, or
mezzos, or oltranos have a
low chest tone or a high head
tone of such vivid color; but
what is most impressive about
Podle§’s singing is that she
knows how to make use of
her stupendous natural
endowment to achieve
musical, dramatic, and poetic
ends. To show once again that
“range,” as applied to this
magnificent singer, means a
lot more than octaves, her
encores — both by Rossini —
began with heartbreaking
despair (Isabella’s “Cruda
sorte” from L’Italiana in
Algeri) and then moved, with
perfect ease, to frivolous
nonchalance (the popular
Canzonetta spagnuola, where
the lover repeats his dolorous
cry of “ay” to the most
cheerful tune imaginable). m

CLASSICAL
LISTINGS

Events that are underlined occur
after January 1, 2004.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send
a complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be
held (including neighborhood), a
contact phone number (including
area code), and a phone number
for public information to READER
CLASSICAL MUSIC, Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803. Or fax
to 619-881-2401. You may also
submit information online at
SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

Civic Organist Carol Williams
performs in Spreckels Organ Pavil-

ion Sunday, December 28, at 2 p.m.
Free. 619-702-8138. (BALBOA PARK)

Vienna's Famed New Year's
Concert is recreated in “Salute to
Vienna,” Thursday, January 1,
2004. Cast of over 75 professional
musicians, singers, dancers. Per-
formers include Austrian soprano
Elisabeth Lang, Viennese tenor
Alois Haselbacher, members of
Hungarian National Ballet, Strauss
Symphony of America led by Ger-
hard Track.

Events begin at 2:30 p.m. in
Copley Symphony Hall, 750 B
Street. Tickets range from $35 to
$75, available by calling 619-235-
0804 and through Ticketmaster
(619-220-TIXS). (DOWNTOWN)

“Four Hands Fantastique," pi-
ano duetists Barbara and Gerhardt

Suhrstedt perform music by com-
posers Bizet, Debussy, Fauré, and
Ravel along with slides of paint-
ings by Degas, Gauguin, Monet,
and Renoir in performances on
Tuesday, January 13, 2004, at San
Diego Museum of Art.

These “Meet the Masters” lec-
ture/concerts begin at 11 a.m. ($20
for nonmembers, or $38 with
lunch) and 6 p.m. ($20 for non-
members). Reservations: 619-696-
1966. (BALBOA PARK)

Violin Virtuoso Itzhak Perlman
in concert, Tuesday, January 13,
2004, at California Center for the
Arts, Escondido (340 North Es-
condido Boulevard). Perlman’s
latest release is Classic Perlman:
Rhapsody, with chamber and sym-
phonic music, as well as film
themes. Tickets: $60 to $75.
800-988-4253. (ESCONDIDO)

ART
LISTINGS

Events that are underlined occur
after January 1, 2004.

HOW TO SEND US YOUR
LISTING: Contributions must be
received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send
a complete description of the event,
including the date, time, cost, the
precise address where it is to be
held (including neighborhood), a
contact phone number, and a
phone number (including area
code) for public information to
READER ART, Box 85803, San
Diego CA 92186-5803. Or fax to
619-881-2401. You may also
submit information online at
SanDiegoReader.com by clicking
on the events section.

GALLERIES

“Whale Sharks and Marine
Iguanas,” exhibition by Eric
Cheng showcasing nature photos
from the Galapagos Islands opens
with reception, Sunday, Decem-
ber 28, 3 p.m., at Taiwanese-
American Community Center
Gallery (7170 Convoy Court).
Continues through Saturday, Jan-
uary 31, 2004. Free. 858-560-8884.
(LINDA VISTA)

ART MUSEUMS

Mingei International Mu-
seum of Folk Art, useful and
beautiful wooden objects —
chairs,  tables,  benches,
cabinets — are on view in
“George Nakashima, Wood-
worker — A Retrospective.” The
objects are exhibited along with
paintings and drawings by
Nakashima’s friend Ben Shahn.
Closes Sunday, May 30, 2004.

“Origami Masterworks —
Innovative Forms of the Art of
Paper Folding,” on view through
Sunday, February 8, 2004, in-
cludes more than 150 pieces by
42 artists from across the globe.
Most of the objects were created
by folding single sheets of paper
to make geometrical forms,
flowers, trees, people, masks,
and a menagerie of animals.

“Mingei of Japan — The
Legacy of Its Founders — Soetsu
Yanagi, Shoji Hamada, and Kan-
jiro Kawai,” an exhibition of ob-
jects from the museum’s collec-
tion by known and unknown
craftsmen from throughout
Japan continues until Jan-
uary 25, 2004. Included: tansu
(Japanese chests), pottery, cal-
ligraphy, woodblock prints, sten-
cil work, kimono and other tex-
tiles, baskets, toys.

The Mingei is located on
the square with the San Diego
Museum of Art and the
Timken Museum of Art.
619-239-0003. (BALBOA PARK)

Museum of Contemporary
Art San Diego, Downtown,
Los Angeles artist Wendell Glad-
stone’s “Cerca Series” exhibit —
through Sunday, January 18,
2004 — explores the interaction
between abstract sculpture and
figurative painting. His canvases
hang behind stark minimalist
sculptures, bringing the narra-
tive content of the paintings into
three dimensions, with an inten-
tionally humorous approach.

Dolce Vita Limo

The Sweet Life

Birthdays ® Anniversaries ® Bachelor/-ette Parties
Quinceanieras ® Proms & Formals
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Toll-free: 866-531-8482 or 760-283-1852

TCP16045P

“Recent Acquisitions for the
Permanent Collection,” on dis-
play through Sunday, Jan-
uary 25, 2004, showcases new
additions to the museum’s col-
lection, acquired through “gen-
erosity and support of museum
members during the last five
years.”

Find the museum at 1001
Kettner Boulevard (at Broad-
way), directly across from the
Santa Fe Railroad Depot, adja-
cent to the America Plaza trolley
transfer station. 619-234-1001.
(DOWNTOWN)

Museum of Contemporary
Art San Diego, La Jolla,
“Manny Farber: About Face” cel-
ebrates the life and work of one
of San Diego’s most important
visual artists, with work from the
early 1960s to present. Farber
has contributed to American
cultural discourse for more than
50 years as both film and art
critic and painter. Closes Sun-
day, January 4, 2004.

“Self-Help Graphics and Art:
Building Community Through
Art,” on display through Tues-

day, January 6, 2004, includes a
group of monoprints exploring
a wide range of imagery. The
works explore “the limitations of
print media and techniques.”

Find the museum at 700
Prospect Street. 858-454-3541.
(LA JOLLA)

Museum of Photographic
Arts, “The Discerning Eye:
Southern California Collects”
celebrates 20 photography col-
lectors to commemorate the
museum’s 20th anniversary;
show closes Saturday, January 3,
2004. Find the museum in the
Casa de Balboa building, at 1649
El Prado; 619-238-7559. (BALBOA
PARK)

Oceanside Museum of Art,
33 original artworks by 20 artists
in a variety of media are show-
cased in “OMA Regional 3,” the
third juried exhibition of re-
gional artists hosted by the mu-
seum. Jury included Mark
Quint, Reesey Shaw, Tina
Yapelli. Show closes Sunday,
January 4, 2004. Find the mu-

seum at 704 Pier View Way;
760-721-2787. (OCEANSIDE)

Timken Museum of Art,
“Portraiture in Paris Around
1800: Cooper Penrose by
Jacques-Louis David” explores
“the profound influence” of the
French painter (1748-1825). The
exhibit features works on loan
from L.A. and New York, along
with paintings from Paris-based
collections “that have never be-
fore been seen in the United
States.” Through Sunday, Febru-
ary 15, 2004.

For the 15th year, the 25-foot
holiday tree is hung with thou-
sands of ornaments hand-crafted
by artist Elizabeth Schlappi and
the late Florence Hord. View the
adorned tree through Sunday,
January 4, 2004.

Permanent collection in-
cludes European masters, 19th-
Century American paintings,
and Russian icons. 619-239-
5548. (BALBOA PARK)
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Calendar
THEATER

THEATER
LISTINGS

Theater listings and commentary are
by Jeff Smith. Information is
accurate according to material given
us, but it is always wise to phone the
theater for any last-minute changes
and to inquire about ticket
availability. Many theaters offer
discounts to students, senior citizens,
and the military. Ask at the box

office.

An American Christmas
In Lamb’s Players’ tenth annual
“Interactive Christmas feast,” it’s
1903 at the Hotel del Coronado:
the Marshalls open their doors and
celebrate “the Southwest’s unique
heritage” with a five-course
gourmet meal.
GRAND BALLROOM, HOTEL DEL CORON-
ADO, 1500 ORANGE AVENUE, CORON-
ADO, THROUGH DECEMBER 28; THURS-
DAY THROUGH SUNDAY AT 6:30 P.M.
619-437-0600.

Beehive

Those tall cans of AquaNet spray
are back in the spotlight. As are the
gigantic domes of hair, worn by the
“Hives,” in the Theatre in Old
Town’s reprise of its 1992 hit show.
Beehive celebrates the women
singers and “girl groups” of the
1960s. But if you caught only the
first half hour, you’d swear some-
thing’s amiss. The six talented per-
formers parody every song and vo-
calist. As in melodrama they
exaggerate gestures and tones, from

Lesley Gore to the Supremes (who
break up before our eyes) and Patti
LaBelle (who, when she sold her
heart to the “Junkman,” was far
more serious than this!). Directed
by Paula Kalustian, the production
abandons its aura of overkill-silly
as the ’60s lose innocence. And the
second half includes first-rate so-
los: especially Renae Mitchell as
Aretha Franklin, Lisa Payton-Davis
as Tina Turner, and Joy Yandell as
Janis Joplin. The show captures
some of the texture of the era.

Jill K. Mesaros’s costumes are a
history lesson (the times weren’t
the only thing “a-changin’ ” back
then; styles made 180-degree turns
about every three years). Jasper
Grant’s four-piece band keeps the
evening cruising. To the young,
however, Nick Reid’s set may re-
quire an explanation. Those big
black round things all over the
place? Phonograph records. The
ones with big holes in the center
were 45s. And for the generation of
the ’60s, they were minted cur-
rency.

Worth a try.

THE THEATRE IN OLD TOWN, 4040
TWIGGS STREET, OLD TOWN, THROUGH
JANUARY 4; THURSDAY THROUGH SAT-
URDAY AT 8:00 P.M. SUNDAY AT

7:00 P.M. MATINEE SATURDAY AT

5:00 P.M. AND SUNDAY AT 3:00 P.M.
619-688-2494.

Chalk It Up To Murder

In H.I.T. Productions’ dinner-the-
ater mystery, a terrible fire
scorched the Cactus Gulch school-
house eight years ago. The culprit
just broke out of jail.

FIRESIDE RESTAURANT, 439 WEST
WASHINGTON, ESCONDIDO, OPEN-
ENDED RUN; SATURDAY AT 7:00 P.M.
619-561-8673 OR 888-237-2751.

SR

A Christmas Carol

In the San Diego Rep’s 28th annual

version of the Dickens tale, Peter
Van Norden’s a fine Scrooge, lion
enough to shake snowdrifts from
Giulio Cesare Perrone’s Victorian
street scene, lamb enough for the
giddy rebirth of Ebenezer’s inner
child. Director Todd Salovey has
assembled a top-flight cast. And

SAN DIEGO REPERTORY THEATRE

AT THE

LYCEUM -

Cbar[es Dickens’

Christmas

HORTON PLAZA

thanks to Javier Velasco’s joyous
choreography, the stage often
whirls like a kaleidoscope. As the
Fezziwigs, Linda Libby and Paul
James Kruse are so much fun the
Rep could have a holiday spin-off,
A Fezziwig Christmas. Shana
Wride, Douglas Roberts, David

Fenner, Jennifer Sheldon, Robert J.

Townsend — all shine in multiple

An American Christmas

roles (so many that one can only
imagine the split-second changes of
Perrone’s splendid period cos-
tumes backstage — like a sale table
at Nordstrom). Another highlight:
Steve Gunderson’s original music.
Be it the lively “At the Fezziwig
Ball” (belted for a grand slam by
Linda Libby) or Tiny Tim’s (Bibi
Valderama) “Lost Shepherd,” the

songs not only enrich the show,
they should become part of the
Rep’s tradition.

Worth a try.

SAN DIEGO REPERTORY THEATRE,
LYCEUM THEATRE, 79 HORTON PLAZA,
DOWNTOWN, THROUGH DECEMBER 28;
THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY AT
7:30 P.M. SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M. MATI-
NEE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT

2:00 P.M. 619-544-1000.

Crime Pay$!

Mystery Cafe’s newest interactive
mystery comedy takes place at the
Sahara Hotel in Vegas, where “the
family” runs more than shows. “A
real mob scene!”

IMPERIAL HOUSE RESTAURANT, 505
KALMIA STREET, BANKER’S HILL, OPEN-
ENDED RUN; FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT
8:00 P.M. 619-544-1664.

Dysfunctional Family
Theater

Misfit Productions “puts the fun
back into dysfunction” with four
one-acts, including For Whom the
Southern Bell Tolls, Christopher
Durang’s parody of The Glass
Menagerie.

ADAMS AVENUE STUDIO OF THE ARTS,
2804 ADAMS AVENUE (AT IDAHO), NOR-
MAL HEIGHTS, THROUGH JANUARY 3;
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT 8:00 P.M.
619-584-3593.

Happy Ending

Community Actors Theatre pre-
sents Douglas Turner Ward’s com-
edy about African-American do-
mestic workers distraught over
their employers’ possible divorce.
Henry Spencer directed.
COMMUNITY ACTORS THEATRE, 2957
54TH STREET (CORNER OF 54TH AND
COLLEGE GROVE DRIVE), OAK PARK,
THROUGH DECEMBER 28; FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY AT 8:00 P.M. MATINEE SUN-
DAY AT 3:00 P.M. 619-264-3391.
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ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY PACKAGE!

Striking 12 - The GrooveLily Holiday Show

“so much to marvel at...it’s
what theatre is all about.”

Pat Launer, KPBS

Book, Music & Lyrics by Brendan Milburn, Rachel Sheinkin and Valerie Vigoda
Directed by Ted Sperling | Cassius Carter Centre Stage | Now - Dec 31

A new addition to the holiday festival, featuring rock group GrooveLily’s hip and upbeat adaptation

of the classic holiday story, “The Little Match Girl.” This fun concert celebration is fit to lift the holiday

spirits of all children, ages 9 — 90. $19 tickets are still available (excluding New Year’s Eve).

(619) 23-GLOBE (234-5623)
www.TheOldGlobe.org | GROUP SALES: (619) 231-1941 x2408

Children 4-12 are 1/2 price

ORDER TICKETS sandiegorep.com
ONLINE! Free Parking at Horton Plaza

619-544-1000




Holiday Spirit

La Jolla Stage Company presents an
original Christmas show about the
festivities planned “for a small
town we all know and love (wink,
wink).” Tim Heitman directed.

LA JOLLA STAGE COMPANY, 7877 HER-
SCHEL AVENUE, LA JOLLA, THROUGH
DECEMBER 28; FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
AT 8:00 P.M. MATINEE SUNDAY AT
2:00 P.M. 858-459-7773.

How the Grinch Stole
Christmas

Celebrating the 100th anniversary
of Dr. Seuss’s birthday and contin-
uing its holiday tradition, the
Globe Theatre stages its musical
about the grumpy greenie. Jack
O’Brien directed.

OLD GLOBE THEATRE, SIMON EDISON
CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS,
BALBOA PARK, THROUGH DECEM-

BER 31; TUESDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
AT 7:00 P.M. FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT
7:30 P.M. SUNDAY AT 5:30 P.M. MATI-
NEE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT

2:00 P.M. NOTE: THE GLOBE OFFERS
OTHER MATINEES. 619-239-2255.

Irish Dance Cabaret
Dublin Square Irish Pub & Grille
presents “San Diego’s answer to the
Celtic wave,” an evening of con-
temporary and traditional Irish
dancing, music, comedy, and
song — and a three-course Irish
dinner.

DUBLIN SQUARE IRISH PUB & GRILLE,
554 FOURTH AVENUE, DOWNTOWN,
OPEN-ENDED RUN; WEDNESDAY, DIN-
NER AT 6:00 P.M., CURTAIN AT

7:30 P.M. 619-239-5818.

Joey and Maria's Comedy
Italian Wedding

The Culy Theater hosts “not-so-or-
dinary interactive dinner theater,”
as Joey and Maria tie the knot.
DAVE AND BUSTER’S, 2931 CAMINO
DEL RIO NORTH, MISSION VALLEY, AND

Photo: Ken Howard

gpecial Family Matinee

Jhe 60'2 muacq/
Ask about added holiday sh
gat 12/27 Ipm —

CLARION BAY VIEW HOTEL, 660 K
STREET, DOWNTOWN, OPEN-ENDED
RUN. FOR DAYS AND TIMES CALL
800-944-5639.

Kingdom of the Shadows
Chronos Productions present Bar-
bara Chronowski’s new play about
“the birth of cinema and the power
of illusion.” Dimiter Martinoff di-
rected the multimedia (including
first ever Lumiere films from 1896)
production.

SAN DIEGO MUSEUM OF PHOTO-
GRAPHIC ARTS, 1649 EL PRADO, BAL-
BOA PARK, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27,
AT 7:00 P.M. MATINEE SUNDAY, DECEM-
BER 28, AT 2:00 P.M. 858-495-0248.

Lamb's Players Festival of
Christmas

“It’s Christmas, and it’s live!” The
Harmonaires, a musical quartet
from Dubuque, won a 1952 talent
search. They’ll sing a song on
United Broadcasting Company’s
yuletide spectacular hosted by the
“holiday heartthrob” Steve Fair-
field (Cris O’Byron, a terrific pi-
anist with a snazzy Vegas lounge
wink, “and I mean it”). But a bliz-
zard lays siege to the East Coast.
Can the show go on with just Steve
and the four amateurs? Wait. Steve
just threw his back out. Wait. New
York just blacked out. Lamb’s Play-
ers’ annual Christmas festival has
become a popular Coronado tradi-
tion, and this year’s script ranks
amonyg its best. Kerry Meads, who
wrote “It’s Christmas,” heads an
engaging cast as Lacy, a manger of
wisdom amid the glitz and panic of
Studio 22. The show’s other star is
Vanda Eggington, whose musical
direction combines the familiar —
“Let It Snow,” “Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas” — with
her own compositions: among
them the moving “Lord, How Shall
I Meet You?” and the hip “Luke

THE THEATRE IN OLD TOWN
Original Cast Reunited

FINAL 2 WEEKS!
Must Close Jan 4*

“wsd

all seats $20: N

Doo-Wop,” a street-sung version
of the gospel. The long-ish script
could use tightening, but it enter-
tains throughout, and its message
comes from an unexpected event.
Worth a try.

LAMB’S PLAYERS THEATRE, 1142 OR-
ANGE AVENUE, CORONADO, THROUGH
DECEMBER 28; THURSDAY AT 7:30 P.M.
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT 8:00 P.M.
SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M. MATINEE SATUR-
DAY AT 4:30 P.M. AND SUNDAY AT
2:30 P.M. 619-437-0600.

La Pastorela de Felicidad

Teatro Mascara Magica’s 13th an-
nual Christmas show tells the story

YEARS EVE 7 & 10pm!

“It>s SEINFELD set to musie?!”

—The Star-Ledger

10V Yo,
" YURE PRI
(N CHANGE

The Hilarious Hit Musical

“J¢°s a winner?>®
- —Fox 5TV

TUES-THURS 7:30PM; FRI 8PM; SAT 5 & 8PM; SUN 2 & 5PM

Tix available at 61 9'688'2494 or online at WWW.theatreinoldtown.com

4040 Twiggs Street ¢ In Old Town San Diego State Historic Park

of shepherds going to Bethlehem
and the attempts of Lucifer (who
wants a “regime change”) and his
minions to stop them. In this year’s
version the shepherds are undocu-
mented aliens led by a smarmy
pollero to a country “where wealth
abounds.” Max Branscomb’s al-
ways-funny script includes cameos
by Wayne’s World, Shrek, and The
Terminator (Lucifer disguised as
our governor) pretending to be a
low-rider. The shepherds make it
to the manger, even though “deal-
ing with devils” — Lucifer, Satan,
and Moloch (John Padilla, Timo-
thy Paul Evans, and Rhys Green, all

A Christmas Carol (Lyceum)

hilarious) — “was not part of our
deal.” The show takes place out-
doors, at the Lowell Davies Festival
stage, on Anna Louizo’s majestic
set for Much Ado About Nothing.
But even though it has some sound
and pacing problems, La Pastorela’s
humor, sharp political satire, mu-
sic, and infectious spirit are win-
ners. One word to the wise: bring a
blanket, *cause baby, it’s cold out-
side.

Worth a try.

LOWELL DAVIES FESTIVAL STAGE, OLD
GLOBE THEATRE, SIMON EDISON CEN-
TRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS, BAL-
BOA PARK, THROUGH DECEMBER 28;

THURSDAY THROUGH SUNDAY AT
7:30 P.M. 619-234-5623.

The Last Five Years

The Laguna Playhouse stages the
California premiere of Jason
Robert Brown’s “falling in and out
of love” musical. Drew Scott Harris
directed.

LAGUNA PLAYHOUSE, 606 LAGUNA
CANYON ROAD, LAGUNA BEACH, TUES-
DAY, DECEMBER 30, THROUGH FEBRU-
ARY 1; TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
AT 8:00 P.M. SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M.
MATINEE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT
2:00 P.M. 949-497-2787.

Late-Night Catechism

Every Monday night, during sum-
mer, the Laguna Playhouse stages
the popular “interactive adult cate-
chism class,” taught by a sister
from the old spare-not-the-rod
school. The concept doesn’t sound
like much. The sister is substituting
for the regular teacher (it’s his
poker night, don’t tell a soul). She
used to have the job but was
deemed too strict for contempo-
rary students. And the class is just
that, part of a course on Catholic
doctrine. But the sister’s authori-
tarianism takes it to unforeseen
places (you can hear cries of recog-
nition from the audience, espe-
cially when sister brings out a hard
ruler and taps her palm). The re-
sults, the two times I've seen the
show: a. an almost nonstop
evening of comedy; and b. a
thought-provoking look at educa-
tion, religion, and much more. The
sister, it turns out, is not kidding.
(Note: the Laguna Playhouse has
extended the show’s run four
times.)

Worth a try.

LAGUNA PLAYHOUSE, 606 LAGUNA
CANYON ROAD, LAGUNA BEACH,
THROUGH JANUARY 26; MONDAY AT
7:30 P.M. 949-497-2787.

NORTH CoAST REPERTORY THEATRE

CR|T|C'S CHOICE = Union Tribune

by Paul Sills
directed by

David Ellenstein

NOW EXTENDED
THRU DEc. 28

ALL KIDS 6-16
HALF PRICE

“GO: take the kids, granny and everyone in between”

A wonderful HOLIDAY treat for the whole family!

G& L Times

858.481.1055

order online at www.northcoastrep.org
987D Lomas 5anta Fe Dr Solana Beach 92075
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National Comedy Theatre
ComedySportz changed its name,
but its methods (and madness) re-
main the same. Improvisational
comedy, making up funny stuff on
the spot, is difficult enough. Years
ago, however, Keith Johnstone
thought it’d be more exciting if done
competitively. He got the idea from
pro wrestling (“where Terrible
Turks mangled defrocked Priests,
while mums and dads yelled insults
and grannies waved their hand-
bags”). National Comedy Theatre,
an offshoot of Johnstone’s TheatreS-
ports (artistic director Gary Kramer
says the two compare like “rugby
and American football”), resembles
an athletic event more than an im-
prov. Teams wear uniforms and
compete on ActroTurf. The night I
caught the show, three San Diego
comedians played a “challenge
match” against players from the San

o

" {J g o

Rk BAY

Jose franchise. Using suggestions
from the audience, they played
“Emotional Sympathy,” “Shake-
speare,” “Blind Line,” and “Freeze
Tag,” with judges awarding points to
the best scenes. Klunkers and groan-
ers got booed; quick wit, rewarded
(one of the most refreshing parts of
the contest: people acknowledged
failure, abundantly, then forgot it).
It made for a lively, often quite

funny, evening. And Gary Kramer is
one talented comedian.
Worth a try.

MARQUIS THEATER, 3717 INDIA
STREET, MISSION HILLS, OPEN-ENDED
RUN; FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT

7:30 P.M. AND 9:45 P.M. 619-295-
4999.

Nick and Zita's Funny Fat
Greek Wedding

Dillstar Productions presents an
interactive Greek wedding, a la the
movie.

CLARION BAY VIEW HOTEL, 660 K
STREET, DOWNTOWN; OPEN-ENDED
RUN. 800-944-5939.

How the Grinch Stole Christmas

San Diego Theatresports

A cross between improvisational
comedy and Family Feud. Improv,
making up a funny scene as you go
along, is tough enough. Add com-
petitive scene making, with the au-
dience awarding points to the win-
ning team. Purists might balk at

Final Performance Weekend
Jan.2 &3 $179

FINAL WEEK!

PANTAGES THEATRE IN HOLLYWOOD

= THE PRODUCERS

Mrtin Short | Limo Package
Jason Alexander $| 49 /per person

| THE Great orchestra seats valued at $105 (matinee show) and a
PRODUCERS 9-hr. RT limousine leaving from Seau’s Restaurant.

Now Through Jan. 3, 2004
All Weekends, Some Evenings
Dec. 25-Jan. 3

A Mel Brooks
Musical

@ PAUL THE GREEK LIMOUSINE
7589 El Cajon Blvd., Suite E

619-440-5555
TCP#4662P
Ask about our new Excursion SUV Limousine.
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the odiousness of comparisons
used in this format, but San Diego
Theatresports’ “game show” is a
hoot. The 90-minute evening offers
different bits. The show I caught
had “Team Sports” — two pairs of
players competed, taking sugges-
tions from the audience; and “Go-
rilla Theatre” — five directors in-
vented scenes, using the other four
as actors. The winner got a banana,
the loser a “forfeit” (other formats
include “Micetro” and “Improv
Survivors”). Some attempts went
nowhere (I repeat: improv is tough;
I did it in my, as hindsight reveals,
callow youth). Others made amaz-
ing twists and turns. The group
makes the hits much more fre-
quent than the misses. Their guru,
Keith Johnstone, has written one of
the few brilliant books (Improv)
I've ever read about making the-
ater. And they put his pearls to
good use. Their motto: “Remem-
ber, when it’s not funny, it’s art.”
Worth a try.

SWEDENBORGIAN THEATRE, 1531
TYLER AVENUE, HILLCREST, FRIDAYS AT
8:00 P.M. 619-465-7469.

The Sopranos' Last Supper
Dillstar Productions presents an
evening with the notorious Bari-
tone family: “gambling, dinner,
dancing, and good old mobster
fun.”

CLARION BAY VIEW HOTEL, 660 K
STREET, DOWNTOWN, OPEN-ENDED
RUN; FRIDAY AT 7:30 P.M. 800-944-
5639.

Believe it or not, it's New Year's Eve again!
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Story Theatre

In the ’60s, Paul Sills made improvi-
sational theater out of his

mother’s — Viola Spolin — theo-
ries. His Story Theater, a collection
of Grimm Brothers and Aesop’s
fairy tales, played on Broadway in
1970. Once it settles in, which takes
at least a half an hour performed at
wall-cracking decibel levels, the
North Coast Rep’s re-re-telling cap-
tures some of the inventive flavor of
the original (though it’s doubtful
Sills’ version was so insistently ingra-
tiating to its audience; the NCRT
show really wants you to like it!!).
David Ellenstein’s stagings prefer the
cute to the grim(m), but the per-
formers — especially Fred Harlow as
a host of harried males, the ad-lib-
bing Randall Dodge (who does a
good Governor Ah-nolt), and multi-
talented Laura Bozanich (her mime
of arandy dog’s the highlight) — all
communicate relish for the playful,
free-lance style of the piece. Story
Theatre’s billed as a Christmas alter-
native. The woman sitting next to
me said, “It’s so dumb it’s funny.”
Worth a try.

NORTH COAST REPERTORY THEATRE,
987-D LOMAS SANTA FE DRIVE, SOLANA
BEACH, THROUGH DECEMBER 28;
THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY AT
8:00 P.M. SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M. MATI-
NEE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT

2:00 P.M. 858-481-1055.

Striking 12

New York-based GroovelLily calls it-
self a “rock band.” But there’s
something odd about their perfor-
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Comedy Italian Wedding L

wackiest wedding you'll ]
ever be a guest at! You'll
sing, you'll dance, you'll
drink, you'll laugh
yourself silly!

Perfect for
birthdays,
anniversaries,
bachelorettes!

Every Saturday, 7:30 pm

Come join the Mob. “Take
out” the wife, in-laws, friends,
the whole gang. Enjoy some
illegal gambling, dinner,
dancing and good, old
Mobster FUN! Witness the
secret meeting of the “Mafia

Soprane’s

' Last Supper’

~Eomady i Commissioner.” Select new
(A spoof of the smash HBO series) members and “get made” into
January 16 ® 7:30 pm  the Family.

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS: 1-800-944-5639
HOLIDAY INN ON THE BAY » DAVE & BUSTER’S

www.dillstarproductions.com




mance. Rock bands are usually dour
and distant, as much attitude as
music. When GrooveLily plays, the
trio smiles. Striking Twelve, their
glib holiday musical, wears one
throughout. It's New Year’s Eve
day. A guy suffers from “seasonal
affective disorder” (a.k.a. SAD). Can
he escape his depression? Given the
show’s don’t-worry-be-happy sit-
com surety, the answer’s never in
doubt (problems exist to be made
fun of, then overcome; even the Lit-
tle Match Girl gets a few yucks). The
polished, classically trained

group — Gene Lewin on drums,
Valerie Vigoda on electric violin,
Brendan Milburn on keyboard —
have talent. But their slick story and
lyrics are obviously calculated to en-

QLR 14TH YEAR!
TSI e

dear. I must report that the night I
saw the show, the audience gave it a
standing ovation. Striking Twelve's
light, nontraditional holiday fare,
performed with a smile — and de-
termined to prove that silver linings
also come with clouds.

CASSIUS CARTER CENTRE STAGE, SI-
MON EDISON CENTRE FOR THE PER-
FORMING ARTS, BALBOA PARK,
THROUGH DECEMBER 31; TUESDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY AT 8:00 P.M. SATUR-
DAY AND SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M. MATI-
NEE SATURDAY AT 10:00 P.M. AND
SUNDAY AT 2:00 P.M. 619-239-2255.

Triple Espresso: A Highly
Caffeinated Comedy

Hugh Butternutt’s done his lounge
act at the Triple Espresso Coffee-

{ Your Gift Certificate
Ij Headquarters!

Wrap up a memory!

Writhen

The Bosas's Wile...

A radio game show set
in 1947 in Las Vegas!

Whodunnit?

The Oirphan.,

The

» B19-544-1600

WL Iy stanyca

fa.net

“It’s Christmas, and It’s Alive!”

house 20 years to the day. While
patrons sip a house blend —
“Grape,” “Scandinavian Blizzard,”
or “Mokoko Cocoa Mocha” —
Hugh plays *70s tunes on the pi-
ano. He and his companions, here
to celebrate Hugh’s anniversary,
got stuck in the *70s. The trio used
to be Maxwell, Butternutt, and

Actors Alliance Of San Diego
3535 Adams Ave., North Park
(619) 640-3900 www.actorsalliance.com

Adams Avenue Studio of the Arts
2804 Adams Ave., Normal Heights
(619) 584-3593

Arts Tix

28 Horton Plaza, Downtown
(619) 497-5000
www.sandiegoperforms.com

Asian American Repertory Theatre
(888) 568-2278
www.asianamericanrep.org

Beacon Theatre
(760) 724-8218
www.beacontheatresd.com

California Center For The Arts
340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido
(760) 839-4100 www.artcenter.org

Centro Cultural De La Raza
2004 Park Blvd., Balboa Park
(619) 235-6135 www.centroraza.com

Christian Community Theater
1545 Pioneer Way, El Cajon
(619) 588-0206 www.cctcyt.org

Civic Theatre
3rd & B, Downtown
(858) 570-1100 www.sdccc.org

Clairemont Community Players
Holmes Elementary

4902 Mt. Ararat, Clairemont

(858) 560-5114

Community Actors Theatre
2957 54th St., State College

(619) 264-3391
www.communityactorstheatre.com
Copley Symphony Hall

750 B St., Downtown

(619) 235-0804
www.sandiegosymphony.com

Coronado Playhouse
1775 Strand Way, Coronado
(619) 435-4856
www.coronadoplayhouse.com

Culy Theater
344 7th Ave., Downtown
(619) 338-0526

Cygnet Theatre Company
6663 El Cajon Blvd., Ste. N, College Area
(877) 597-7258 www.cygnettheatre.com

Diversionary Theatre
4545 Park Blvd., Normal Heights
(619) 220-0097 www.diversionary.org

East County Performing Arts
Center

210 E. Main St., El Cajon

(619) 440-2277 www.ecpac.com

Educational Cultural Complex
Theater

4343 Qcean View Blvd., Southeast
(619) 527-5256

Eveoke Dance Theatre

644 7th Ave., Downtown

(619) 238-1153  www.eveoke.org
The Fallbrook Players
Mission Theatre

231 N. Main St., Fallbrook

(760) 728-0998

The Fault Line Theatre

3152 Fifth Ave., Hillcrest

(619) 692-3382

Bean, a comedy group that never
went far. They’re “losers,” they ad-
mit, but not “ordinary” ones. And,
hey, their reunion could help them
face searing issues from their
mediocre pasts. A formulaic story
line? Yep. Straight from Forever
Plaid. There’s also the Forever Plaid
problem: the three comedians are
far too talented to play inept char-
acters. One’s a whiz at the piano.
Another’s a first-rate mime, and
the third’s a crackerjack magician.
The trio is so talented, when the
plot has them complain of difficul-
ties to overcome, you wish they’d
quit trumping up the pseudo-
drama and get on with this highly
entertaining, if lightweight show.
(Note: the original cast members
have been replaced.)

Worth a try.

HORTON GRAND THEATRE, 444 FOURTH
AVENUE, GASLAMP QUARTER, OPEN-
ENDED RUN; WEDNESDAY AND THURS-
DAY AT 7:30 P.M. FRIDAY AT 8:00 P.M.
SATURDAY AT 5:00 AND 8:00 P.M. SUN-
DAY AT 3:00 P.M. AND 7:00 P.M.
619-234-9583.

The Welk Musical
Christmas

The Welk Resort Theatre presents
Mary Lou Metzger and Cheryl Bax-
ter’s “Thanks for the Memories”
show, celebrating the centennial
birthdays of Welk and Bob Hope.
WELK RESORT THEATRE, 8860
LAWRENCE WELK DRIVE, ESCONDIDO,
THROUGH JANUARY 3; TUESDAY,

Fern Street Circus
(619) 235-9756  www.fernstreetcircus.org

The Fritz Theatre
(619) 233-7505 www.fritztheatre.com

Full Circle Theatre Company
Parker Auditorium

750 Nautilus St., La Jolla

(858) 454-3081 x 150

Grossmont College
Stagehouse Theatre, El Cajon
(619) 644-7234
http://grossmont.gcced.cc.ca.us/

The Hispanic Theatre Of San Diego
(858) 278-6139

H.L.T. Productions Dinner Theater
Shirley’s Kitchen, 7868 El Cajon Blvd.

La Mesa (619) 561-8673

(619) 561-8673 www.dinnertheater.net

Horton Grand Theatre
444 Fourth Ave., Downtown
(619) 234-9583

Iris Theater
4580-B Alvarado Canyon Rd.
(619) 271-4144

Laguna Playhouse
606 Laguna Canyon Rd., Laguna Beach
(949) 497-2787

La Jolla Playhouse
Mandell Weiss Center, UCSD
(858) 550-1010
www.lajollaplayhouse.com

La Jolla Stage Company
5661 La Jolla Blvd., Bird Rock
(858) 459-7773
www.thelajollastageco.org

Lamb's Players Theatre

Paul and Ione Harter Stage

1142 Orange Ave., Coronado

(619) 437-0600 www.lambsplayers.org

Lamplighters Community Theatre
8053 University Ave., La Mesa

(619) 464-4598
www.lamplighterstheatre.org

Lyric Opera San Diego

Casa Del Prado Theatre, Balboa Park
(619) 239-8836
www.lyricoperasandiego.com

Marie Hitchcock Puppet Theater
Balboa Park

(619) 685-5990

Mesa College Theatre Company
7250 Mesa College Dr., Clairemont
(858) 627-2621

Miracosta College Theatre
One Barnard Dr., Oceanside
(760) 795-6815 www.miracosta.cc.ca.us

Mira Mesa Theatre Guild
(858) 693-7328

M light Stage Pr:
Vista

(760) 724-2110
www.moonlightstage.com

The Muse Theatre
(619) 239-2894
www.themusetheatre.com

Mystery Cafe

The Imperial House Restaurant

505 Kalmia St., Hillcrest

(619) 544-1664 www.mysterycafe.net

duction:

THURSDAY, AND SATURDAY AT

8:00 P.M. MATINEE TUESDAY THROUGH
THURSDAY, AND SATURDAY, AT

1:45 P.M. 760-749-8501.

Will You Believe

Continuing its “Year of the San
Diego Woman in Theater,” 6th @
Penn hosts an evening of mono-

National Comedy Theatre
3717 India St., Mission Hills
(619) 295-4999
www.nationalcomedy.com

New Village Arts Theatre
Carlsbad
(760) 439-3784 www.NewVillageArts.org

North Coast Repertory Theatre
987-D Lomas Santa Fe Dr., Solana Beach
(858) 481-1055 www.northcoastrep.org

North Park Vaudeville
2031 El Cajon Blvd., North Park
(619) 647-4958

The Old Globe Theatre

Cassius Carter Centre Stage

Lowell Davies Festival Theatre, Balboa Park
(619) 239-2255 www.oldglobe.org

Onstage Playhouse
291 Third Ave., Chula Vista
(619) 422-7787 www.onstage.itgo.com

Palomar College Theatre
1140 W. Mission Rd., San Marcos
(760) 744-1150 x2453 www.palomar.edu

Patio Playhouse
201 E. Grand Ave., Escondido
(760) 746-6669 www.patioplayhouse.com

Pine Hills Lodge
2960 La Posada Way, Julian
(760) 765-1100 www.pinehillslodge.com

Point Loma Nazarene University
Salomon Theatre

3900 Lomaland Dr., Point Loma

(619) 849-2433 www.ptloma.edu

Poway Center For The Performing
Arts

15498 Espola Rd., Poway

(858) 748-0505 www.powayarts.org

Poway Performing Arts Company
13250 Poway Rd., Poway

(858) 679-8085
http://powpac.tripod.com

Ramona MainStage Theatre

626 Main St., Ramona

(760) 789-7008

The Rehearsal Room

1159 6th Ave., Downtown

(619) 589-9963

San Diego Actors Theatre

(858) 268-4494 www.sdactorstheatre.net
San Diego City College Theater
15th and C Streets, Downtown

(619) 230-2676 www.sdcity.edu

San Diego Junior Theatre

Casa Del Prado Theatre, Balboa Park
(619) 239-8355 www.juniortheatre.com
San Diego Opera

1200 Third Ave., Downtown

(619) 232-7636 www.sdopera.com
San Diego Repertory Theatre

79 Horton Plaza, Downtown

(619) 544-1000 www.sandiegorep.com

S.D. School Of Creative &
Performing Arts

2425 Dusk Dr., Paradise Hills

(619) 470-0555 www.scpa.sandi.net
San Diego State University

Don Powell Theatre

and Experimental Theater

(619) 594-6884 http://theatre.sdsu.edu/

Striking 12

logues by female playwrights that
“charts the evolution of young
women.” Leigh Scarritt directed.
6TH @ PENN, 3704 SIXTH AVENUE,
HILLCREST, THROUGH DECEMBER 30;
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT 8:00 P.M.
SUNDAY AT 7:00 P.M., MONDAY AND
TUESDAY AT 7:30 P.M. 619-688-9210.

THEATER DIRECTORY

San Diego Theatresports
1531 Tyler, Hillcrest
(619) 465-7469  www.improvise.net

Scripps Ranch Theatre

10455 Pomerado Rd., Scripps Ranch
(858) 578-7728
www.scrippsranchtheatre.org

6th @ Penn Theater
3704 6th Ave., Hillcrest
(619) 688-9210 www.sixthatpenn.com

Sledgehammer Theatre
St. Cecilia’s, 1620 Sixth Ave., Downtown
(619) 544-1484 www.sledgehammer.org

Southwestern College
900 Otay Lakes Rd., Chula Vista
(619) 482-6367 www.swc.cc.ca.us

The Spreckels Theatre
121 Broadway, Downtown
(619) 235-9500

Star Theatre
402 North Coast Highway, Oceanside
(760) 721-9983

Starlight Musical Theatre
Starlight Bowl, Balboa Park
(619) 544-7827 www.starlighttheatre.org

St. Cecilia's Playhouse
1620 Sixth Ave., Downtown
(619) 544-1484

Sushi Performance & Visual Art
320 Eleventh Ave., Downtown
(619) 235-8468 www.sushiart.org

Teatro Mascara Magica
79 Horton Plaza, Downtown
(619) 231-3586

The Theatre In Old Town
4040 Twiggs St., Old Town
(619) 688-2494
www.theatreinoldtown.com

Theatrx
155 East Grand Ave., Escondido
(760) 735-2491  www.theatrx.8m.com

Torrey Pines High School Theatre
3710 Del Mar Heights Rd., Del Mar
(858) 755-0125 ext. 2142
www.tpplayers.com

Truax Performing Arts Center
400 Rancho Del Oro, Oceanside

(760) 967-7918

University Of California San Diego
UCSD Theater, Studio Theater

Mandell Weiss Center

(858) 534-4574 www-theatre.ucsd.edu
University Of San Diego

5998 Alcala Park, Linda Vista

(619) 260-7934  www.sandiego.edu
Vantage Theatre

(619) 262-6162
http://home.san.rr.com/vantagetheatre
Welk Resort Theatre

8860 Lawrence Welk Dr., Escondido
(760) 749-3448
www.welkresort.com/sandiego

The Wild Parrot Players
Community Theatre

Point Loma United Methodist Church
1984 Sunset Cliffs, Ocean Beach

(619) 269-6946

Women's Repertory Theatre
(619) 282-3277

68 €007 ‘¥ oquuada(] 4apvay 08a1(T ues



86 San Diego Reader December 24, 2003

The Reader offers $25 for news
tips published in Blurt. Call us
at 619-235-3000, ext. 456,

or e-mail your tip to
freerangechicks@hotmail.com

“They just lucked
out,” said Sulo King, talent
buyer for Brick by Brick,
about Al Guerra, host of
91X’s locals-only Loudspeaker

radio show, being hired as the
local talent buyer for the
Belly Up Tavern in Solana
Beach.

“Every club is looking for
good deals on radio
advertisements,” said King.

Loudspeaker runs Sundays
from 8-10 p.m. Guerra has
hosted a local show for ten
years on other stations,
including (the now-defunct)
Rock 102, Rock 105, and FM-
94/9.

Belly Up owner Steve
Goldberg said Guerra was not

the inside trackl

provide free radio exposure
to the shows he books. “He is
really tuned into the local
music scene,” said Goldberg.
“Because of his show, he
knows what’s going on in San
Diego.”

Guerra was previously not
shy about flexing his cross-
promotional muscle. He
would play three-song sets of

Sprung Monkey on his Rock
105 show at the same time
that he managed Sprung
Monkey.

Brick by Brick’s King
admits, “I get to go on Rock
105 on Sunday nights and
plug all the hard rock and
metal shows that are going on
at Brick.” King appears on
Another State of Mind at
10 p.m. to midnight,
Sundays. “For me that is a big
advantage.... A lot of people
listen to that show.”

For the record, Guerra

SANDIEGOREADER.COM
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blocks of his current client,
Agent 51, since joining
Loudspeaker. He does play
singles from the band
occasionally though. Guerra

- &
LOUDSPEAKER HELPS
GUERRA GO BELLY UP

did not respond to a request
for comment.

Anya Marina, host of FM-
94/9’s local show (8-10 p.m.
Sunday) is also a
singer/songwriter/guitarist,
but she has never played her
own music on her show.

— Ken Leighton

Encinitas-based
Redsand, a clothing
company co-founded by

WODMINVId X3¥3A A8 HdVYDOLOHd

Robert Lusitana and Steve
Timmons in 1985, has just
been sold to the Perry Ellis
sportswear company.

Redsand (“Our niche is
dressier coastal wear,” said
Austin) distributes around
the world and has 20 local
employees.

Austin said he can’t give
out figures regarding the sale.
“That all has to be hush-
hush.”

Perry Ellis, which is based
in New York and Miami and
has satellite offices in L.A.,
Irvine, and Oregon, will sell
$650 million in apparel and
accessories this year.

Austin said talks with
Perry Ellis were ongoing for
about a year. “We were going
to be partners, then at the last
minute they changed their
mind and wanted to buy us
outright.”

Austin said the sale was
slowed due to negotiations
over Redsand’s in-house
record label RedRoom
Recordings. Last week
RedRoom released its last
album under Austin. The
12-song compilation Happy
Holidays from Your Good
Pals at Redsand, includes all-
new Christmas songs written
and performed by local
artists like Reeve Oliver, the

Operatic, and Anya Marina.
RedRoom turned heads in
the surfwear industry this
year by releasing one CD a
month by San Diego artists
like Bad Credit and fluf.
RedRoom paid for
recording, artwork,

AUSTIN MINES GOLD
FROM REDSAND

manufacturing, and
distribution of the free CDs.
Each band was given 50
copies, and the rest of the
2000-plus run was
distributed for free to media
and others in the surfwear
industry.

“They were adamant
about wanting RedRoom,”
said Austin. “The sale of
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negotiated separately.”

“One of things I like
about Redsand is its lifestyle
positioning and its ties to
music,” said John Sabo, Perry
Ellis’s senior vice president,
who oversaw the
Redsand/RedRoom
acquisition. “RedRoom did a
lot to help promote up-and-
coming San Diego bands.
Now we want to do iton a
national level.”

Austin said the Christmas
compilation is the first
RedRoom release that will be
sold. It is $5 and available
through e-mail
(dev@redsand.com).

Meanwhile, Sabo said
Redsand will still be looking
for unsigned bands. He said
RedRoom will not be “all
tied up with pop-punk....
We want cutting-edge bands
that are not part of one
particular genre.” RedRoom
will be based in Irvine. For
more info, go to
www.redsand.com or call
877-4REDSAN.

Austin said he and his
partners have not selected the
name for their silk-screening
business, which will remain
at Coast Highway in
Encinitas (without the
Redsand shingle). Except for
three key Redsand employees,

hired solely because he could has not played multi-song musician Jim Austin with Truckee Brothers, Hedley, RedRoom had to be who will relocate to Irvine,
619231PLAY tel 1N infuse drinks thinroom.com
o music
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midnight happy hour in thin

12 a.m. - closae.

nas - sal

34 infused cockiails
53 domestics

dj mike soul

_fashion_arti_music_cocktalls

best nightclub 2003!

larmplighter awards

mingling = very happy hour
hand rolled sushi every friday

{5-8 pm)

MANY OPTIONS.

OME CHOICE.

ONYX

best downtown bar

best of 2003 - sign on san diego

AVENLUE

Ll ol

CHNYSROQOOM, SOM

DOWHMEBTAIRS

new years eve

wednesday dec 31 03/ 04
where will you be at midnight...?

check out www.onxyroom.com and reserve your table now!

thursday! ¢«

scooter
freddie fresh

chris cutz
kevin brown

saturday v house & hip hop

FUNKPARLOR DLX dj's vince delano
and shawn mcelligott

every tuesday LIVE JAZZ w/ gilbert castellanos




ARTIN
cm @

RancH

«SHAKER # ROOM
[Fricleys

DJ TONY A

(Spinlimited Records)

Sanureles

DJ JESSE
IBANEZ

(S&M)

Wecdnesdays in the Hanech
Q) P = Ne Cever
The David
Patrone &
Quartet -

s e e 4

Wenck Mieht
Feetball

Come and watch all
the games on our 10’
projection screens and
10 other monitors.

with DJ Mada
bu.tta. spinning Hip-Hop  Rock ¢ Deep House

MART.N.
RancH

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday 4-7 pm

Featuring:

» $2 Off Burger Sliders, Jalapefio Poppers,
Quesadillas & Queso Dip

 $2 for a Basket of Seasoned Fries or
Homemade Chips & Salsa

¢ $2.50 Domestic Drafts

© $5 House Martinis

¢ $3 Premium Drafts, Wells & Wines

Taco Tuesdays
Every Tuesday
1/2-price Fish Tacos till the Kitchen closes!

Every Thursday
$3 You-Call-It Wells » $2.50 Drafts

Great Food - 7 Days a Week
Try our Ahi, Chicken or Beef “Sliders,” Fish

Tacos, Nachos, Quesadillas, Wings and More.

Year’s Eve
Champagne toast

Party favors

Times Square
ball drop

7-9 pm $25,
after 9 pm $40

Table/bottle reservations
available.
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528 F St. Downtown in the Gaslamp Quarter (Corner of 6th & F St.)

For more info please call 619-235-6100 or www.martiniranchsd.com

THURSDAYS $2.50 drafts & $3.50 wells

Thursday, January 15:

ThllI'SdaY) January 8 Republic of Letters

Jen Knight Band
Deafred

GOOD MUSIC CHEAP DRINKS 330 wells

Thursday, January 22:
Thee Corsairs

Thursday, January 29:
Ozone Skateshop
Party

88

TUESDAY
B-BAR

IMAnCUres alon starting at 510
@ the ranch

drink speci
all night from:

1%"%%}} Casp Tl

FRIDAYS SATURDAYS

DJ Frances DJ Tony A
NFL FOOTBALL "§

Come and watch all the games here with
our NFL Sunday Ticket.
$2.50 drafts & $4 Bloody Marys

DJ Jalil & DJ Tone Capone

WEDNESDAYS $3 You-Call-Its

485 South Coast Hwy 101 (at D St.) Encinitas

For more info, reservations, and latest happenings at the Ranch call 760-943-9101 ¢ www.martiniranchencinitas.com
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Austin said the rest of his
employees will stay in
Encinitas.

— Ken Leighton

“She told me how one of
the guys in the band didn’t
have the ‘right look’ when he
joined, so she had to take him
out on a shopping spree.”
Bassist Todd Griffitts said
his first meeting with Double
Clutch
manager
Cindy
Surprenant
reminded
him of how
another band
was
assembled. “I
compared
them to
’N Sync.”
Griffitts
met with
Surprenant
when she was
looking to hire a road crew.
“She was telling me she
put up all the money, that she
sold her house to fund the
band. I said, ‘You have to be
kidding me.””
Cindy Surprenant says

THE PRADO | BALBOA PARK

she did indeed sell her home
to launch the band Double
Clutch. She estimates she has
spent $2000 a month for the
last eight months to
underwrite recording,
equipment, and even living
expenses for the band.
“[Lead singer] Drew
[Lawton] left his old band
Conniption. He wanted to
keep going, and he asked me
for help.... Drew formed the
band with my assistance.”
She says Double Clutch is
“the biggest focus” of her
management company,
Stardom Enterprises. “As
their management company,
we do provide everything for
them.” That includes an
11-song CD, Welcome to My
World. Surprenant says she

DOUBLE CLUTCH PERFECTS CUSSING

will also underwrite a U.S.
tour that begins next month.
Surprenant works full
time as an auditor during the

day and expects to drop
$40,000 on Double Clutch in
2004. Surprenant says she

owns the name Double
Clutch and that each member
of the band has signed a
contract with her, yet she
bristles at the "N Sync
comparison.

“I don’t see myself as
[N Sync founder] Lou
Pearlman.... This was Drew’s
dream. This is what Drew
wanted to do.”

Originally from
Sacramento, Surprenant has
been in San Diego for two
and a half years. She said this
is her first foray in the music
business.

Griffitts, who now plays
in the band Cellar Door,
found her management style
to be oppressive.

“She was telling her boys
how to do interviews. That
they are not supposed to
bring up relations with
girlfriends because fans are
supposed to be attracted to
them.”

Surprenant responds,
“Look, I would be doing what
any management company or
label would do with any
band.... Bands can say one
wrong thing, and it could
hurt their career.”

“She asked me how I felt
about cussing,” says Griffitts.
“She told me she wants to
have the band have a hard
image and to cuss onstage....
I went away saying this is
such a joke.... I heard their
music. It is all right, but there
are several bands in San
Diego who have a recording
that is 20 times better. Why

ELEGANT ' UPSCALE ' UNFORGETTABLE

put all this money into a new
band when there are so many
better bands that are already
established...? Music takes
time. It just can’t be bought
overnight.”

Double Clutch appears at
7 p.m. January 3 at Soma
with Pensive, Undershade,
Mormon in the Middle,
Edesin, and Legends Die. All
ages, $7 admission.

— Ken Leighton

4] just had a rugby
team in England ask me if
they could put my website
name on their jerseys.”

Jaime Muehlhausen of
Vista would just as soon let
his website, www.
menwholooklikekennyrogers.
com, go away.

“I put up a notice that

said right now we’re not
accepting new photos.
Even with that, I still get
two to five photos a day.
It’s the website that just
won’t go away.”

Muehlhausen launched
it three years ago to spoof
middle-aged men who
cultivate Rogers’s well-
groomed country squire
look. The site features over
1000 photos sent in from
around the world.

He says the website nets
him “$60 or $70 a month”
from the sale of $14 T-shirts.
The T-shirts ask, “Have you
seen Kenny?” next to eight
photos of Rogers’s lookalikes.
Muehlhausen said he does
not have to share profits with

the country star.

“I have a licensing
agreement with Kenny
himself. He thinks it’s
hilarious.... At his shows, if
he spots somebody in the
audience who looks like him,
he will invite the guy onstage
and then he’ll mention the
website.”

Last month the site got
another boost.

“CMT [Country Music
Television] started airing a
show on the top 40 trends in
country music. Number 38
was Kenny Rogers’s hair. One
of the guys interviewed said,
‘If you haven’t seen the
website...you should treat
yourself.””

Muehlhausen, who works

VIZINIA HLIS A9 HdVYIDOLOHd

JAIME AND THE WEBSITE THAT

WOULDN'T DIE

as a brand manager for Tony
Hawk Inc. in Laguna Beach,
says he would sell the site “if
the right offer came along.”
He said he’s just not as
excited with it as he used to

be. “I've got a new baby.”
Still, he says the site
averages 2000 hits a day. “It’s
part of pop culture. One of my
friends told me the site has
become an answer in Trivial
Pursuit.... People are
constantly suggesting I should
launch other sites based on
people who look like Abe
Vigoda or Michael Landon.
The only one I seriously
considered was
menwholooklikejanetreno.com.”
— Ken Leighton

“Man, those are some
fine-looking chicks,”
the long-haired guy in torn
jeans says outside ’Canes
Friday, December 12. “Some
hot-looking —”

“Don’t say it, Joey,” a
woman smoking a cigarette
says.

It’s another tribute band
night at ’"Canes — Atomic
Punks doing Van Halen and
AC/DSHE, an all-female
AC/DC act.

“Any chick onstage is
hot,” some guy who must be
Joey’s friend says. “No matter
what the music is.”

“But these,” Joey says and
laughs and shakes his head
and hair.

“You’re a pig,” says the
woman with a cig.

“What?”

“You know what.”

My friend, who has joined
me here at ’Canes, says,
“What’s with the all-female
tribute bands lately? Any of
you see the ones for Iron

Outdoor Garden/Patio

Plenty of Soft Sexy Seating

7 Full Bars
VIP Room

6 DJ's

Jazz Funk Band
Plenty of Free Parking
Valet Available

HIP HOP | FUNK | RARE GROOVES | OL SKOOL | HOUSE

MAIM STAGE Chris Cutz & Jon Sautter, 4 Turntables
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Complimented by 30 foot hand-stenciled ceilings, hard-
wood floors, sky lights, a full theatrical stage, outdoor
garden, and breath taking Spanish architecture. The Prado
in Balboa Park is San Diego’s most elegant and beautiful
venue.

FOR PRESALE TICKETS OR MORE INFO: www.DJhere.com




619.275.6417 619.204.8947

PERFORMING LIVE

BAD BOY BILL

-, e
-

DELCHKES

3 HO[[YWOOD

e, | i A

L[‘l ]l‘l"i:l. Hil{{m Turrey piﬂﬁﬁ

10950 North Iﬂrmy Pines Road

New Years Eve 2003
\'VE(JIIES(!&H [)E['.EIHLEI' .j ]5{‘

Spm - 4&1111

Tl’lﬂ Gl‘ﬂﬂ(lﬁﬂli N ew YEH[‘S E‘FE
CEIEI)I‘EIH[HI 1lll_ Sﬂ HIILEPI[ Cﬂhlﬂ[‘ﬂiﬂ.!

8 fh'{ms u- Elll'{-:l'l‘itllmtlﬂlll', 4.000 Pers:m Cﬂpacilrg
5 .]il.li.'l.'.ﬂ ¥lﬂﬂ[‘5— 3 Ollli(luﬂl‘ T\I’Lﬂ.‘-
VIP and Hotel Packages Available

:}I‘ESS (jDCIE — Cﬂﬂl’ RE[[U.i.I."E!l

Hotel phone (858) 558-1500

1l\'llllijll{'llul'l 'I'IIJHHW{}H(J Hdll I'L'I[' I’Iu{lﬂl ljﬂ,liliﬂ.gﬁ

=

AR Sponsored by:

A Better Deal Tuxedos in La Jolia

wvictoryy entortainment -
. (853) 551-6044

ONE NATION

DAVE AUDE FUNK INC.

MOOMSHINE Music
WiWW. DANEALIDE.COIM D“J 'c S SHAWNI

SMALLY BIGGS
JON BisHOP Y

SaAM DIEGOS #1 DJ
DalLE THE DRED

M ATTY A For presale tickets visit
eventvibe.com

K I N E E LEY POLADOTPRESERTS.COM

68 €007 FT IqUIadI(J Lapvay 0331(] ues



SANDIEGOREADER.COM

Calendar
MUSIC SCENE

blurt

continued

Maiden and Black Sabbath?”

“What is it with tribute
bands in general?” asks the
woman with the smoke.
“Doesn’t anyone have talent
anymore? Doesn’t anyone
play their own music
anymore? Why be a mirror of
famous rock stars?”

“It’s like Baudrillard,” my
friend says, and everyone
looks at him strangely. “You
know,” he mutters,
“postmodernism and all that.”

“The mirror is Borges,” I
tell my friend.

“If you don’t like it,” Joey
says to cigarette gal, “why you
here?”

She flicks her spent butt
away. “I like looking at girls
onstage too.”

— Michael Hemmingson

“Bad Religion [singer]
Greg Graffin teaches at
Cornell University. He was
not one of your average
piece-of-shit rocker guys with
nothing else going on in his
life except music. Kim Thayil
of Soundgarden has a degree
in philosophy. One of the
guys in Rage Against the
Machine went to Harvard....

The first band to break out of
the San Diego scene was
Lucy’s Fur Coat, and they all
went to college.”

Kramer’s Rule bassist
Alex Ferguson says being in a
band and having an
education has its advantages.
Three of the four members of
Kramer’s Rule have SDSU
engineering degrees. All four
have serious day jobs — two
are civil engineers, one is an
electrical engineer, and one is
a nurse.

“We can buy our
equipment, pay for studio
time, and pay for our CDs.
The downside is we can’t just

KRAMER'S RULE

cut out and tour for 45 days
and live off of Top Ramen.”

The band’s second CD,
From the Fall, will be released
on their own Stereo Press
Records.

Ferguson notes that his El
Paso hometown music
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JAY ALLEN SANFORD

| OVERHEARD IN SAN DIEGO: GROSSMONT SHOPPING CENTER

7

)\ IT ALL DAY LONG. J

scene — which produced
Mars Volta, At the Drive-In,
and Sparta — is more
supportive. “San Diego is a
very tough scene. It’s very
cliquey. If you’re not part of
the indier-than-thou crowd,
it’s hard to break in.”

Kramer’s Rule
(www.kramersrule.com)
appears 9 p.m. January 3 at
Honeybee Hive downtown
with Flood of Fury and Siva
(from El Paso). No cover
charge. Must be 21.

— Ken Leighton

Cookie “Chainsaw”
Randolph and Dave Rickards,
KGB morning show
personalities, have added a
new cog in their 13th annual
“Best Of” CD, Puppets Are
Clogging My Brain — a nine-
minute DVD with such
characters as Lee “Hacksaw”

i L . -.i; . 'l 1- A o
Times Sguare West
Wednesday - December 31, 2003
Hyatt Regency La Jolla at Aventine

Featuring a Spectacular Outdoor Midnight Ball Drop Extravaganza
with a Pyrotechnic and Laser Light Countdown to the MNew Year
Pluia Tour atages of antartainmant wWithh multiple parformancas byl

Richard Elliot * Peter White * Jeff Golub * Steve Cole
The Incredible Disco Pimps * Swing Band Big Time Operator

aid more . plus
Dancing with DJ Greg Rackley & Maximum Impact

Please call [B58)] 552-6000 ar weasw Hmessguarewest, com
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LISTEN TO OUTKAST

ALL DAY LONG,
COULDN/T YOU 2

HEY!
THEY'RE BETTER

. PUDDLE OF CRUD.

‘2

THEY PLAY

Hamilton, “Happy Hare”
Martin, money man George
Chamberlin, and KOGO
sports studs Craig Elstin and
Ben Higgins.

“There was one bit we
dropped starring
Abromowitz.... We had him
sitting naked at his computer,”
said Rickards.

Proceeds benefit the D-S-C
charities, which include the 12
Days of Christmas, a program
that gives money to needy San
Diegans whose stories are
usually submitted either by
themselves or friends. One
recent recipient was a Navy
man who was about to be
deployed. He had just been
given custody of his ten-year-
old daughter and didn’t feel he
could leave. The Navy granted
him an honorable discharge,
but the release left him
without an income. He was

Nothin' but a Party —
Ask Anyone!

PAR

Wednesday, December 24 © No Cover

Gsvistnas Eve

Warm, friendly get-together 1

with your friends!

Thursday, December 25 ® No Cover

CHeray Sovistmas

BAYOU
BROS.

“Cajun

THAN LINKIN PARK, OR

ZST6H =
HIP-HOP 1S FOR
BURGER COMMER-

forced to start selling personal
belongings, including his bed.
“One of our sponsors, Sleep
Train, donated a new bed,”
says Rickards.

Puppets Are Clogging My
Brain is on sale at all Good
Guys stores for $11.99 through
January.

— Jill Underwood

Within days after
Simon and Garfunkel
played Cox Arena November
15 (their first time in San
Diego in 20 years), CD
recordings of the show were
already available on eBay.
One seller offered a two-CD
version of the show. Six
bidders logged ten bids until
the auction closed at $53.
blink-182’s original
Buddha cassette appeared in
1994 on Filter Records, a
handmade limited release

ARE YOU GONNA
KNOCK JESSICA STMP-
SON AGAIN TOO ?

I CAN TELL HER FROM
PARIS HILTON IS
N WHEN SHE SINGS.

ik

Saturday, December 27

FAMILY
STYLE €

ONLY WAY

that was later reissued on the
Kung Fu label in 1998.
Though supposedly fewer
than 50 copies of this tape are
said to exist, the same seller
auctioned two copies of it
during the same week. This
auctioneer is new to eBay
with fewer than 25 completed
transactions and two negative
customer comments already
posted. One complaint reads,
“Sent $$$$ but he will not
send CD.... He should be out
of business.” Despite this, the
first Buddha cassette
auctioned received 30 bids,
closing at $192.50, while the
second copy sold for $117.50.
— Jay Allen Sanford
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MOJO RISING
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“Simon Says It's the Blues”
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MUNCHIES & SANDWICHES ALL NIGHT LONG
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BLUES, SOUL, ROCK 'N’ ROLL!
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OTREET

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH iﬂﬁﬁ%
Foreplay Ent, presents CIUb Fﬂfeplﬂ}‘" e A T AT e

If you love to have fun, Club Foreplay is the place to bell!l
Main Room: Hip Hop Blue Room: House
SHOWTIME = 5-12AM MARLINO = 7-124aM

DJ SEILZE = 12-2AM AIREK = 172-2AM
DJ RAGS = 2-4AM FUNK INC. = 2-4aM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH

SEYE AVEMUE ENTERTAINMEMT PRESENTS THE CRIGINAL

SESSIONS - HOLIDAY PARTY

HIF HOFP f R&B f DANCEHALL f FPROGRESSIVE [/ TRIBAL TECH / HARD HOUSE

MAIM RCHOIM, DJ S C DGT-EH (LECJs/R-DUB], MIKE SOUL [SEYE], DEMON (ICOMNE]

MUE ROOM: FPOSITIVE THEOQRY [PTMN.SEYE), AARON ORTIZ [SKYE AVE]. E-DUB [FTMHN|
FEATURIMG & LIVE PA 87Y: THE CUHAN [DIVIMNE FORLCES) FROM TD-E2ak. DONT MizS ITIHE

FOHR MORE IMFC: WWW.SEYEovae DOM - 819,21 4.56YE [F573] - VIP CONSIDERATICN: INFOESEYEove. DOM

E STREET ALLEY - ON "E" STREET |BETWEEM 4TH & 5TH AVEMUE| DWHNTOWHN, SAN DIEGD 419-231-9200
55 COVER FROM B-11PM. 51 DOMESTICS, 52 U-CALL-ITS, 54 LONG ISLANDS BEFORE 10FM,
SUSHI BAR. COAT CHECK. VIP LOUNGES. DRESS CODE: CLUBR ATTIRE (MO ATHLETRZ APPAREL/TEMMIS SHOES/HATS)
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SAN DIEGOS SEXTEST NIGHT SPOT WITH SEDUCTIVE SOUTH BEACH, MIAMI AMBIENCE.

" NEW YEARS EVE VIP DINNER PACKAGE $95

Inclodes 4 course lobster/flet dinner, cover charge, boath or table for entire evening, party favors &
champange toast, Party favors! Balloon drop! Midnight coantdown! RESERYE NOW!® call for details,
FRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE BY CALLING & P96 EVECT | §126) R THIRCLICG H: E"ﬂtﬁh'tnm

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH

DECOS PRESENTE AN EVENING DF GREAT MLUSIC, DANCING, & FOOD
WITH JEFF BARRINGER & JOHNNY JOHNSON

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
SATURDAYRNRiIitelife

EVEMTVIBE PRESEMTS A SEDUCTIVE COMBIMNATION OF PEOPLE, MUSIC, DANCE, & OIMING. A0 115 FOR AN
EVEMING OF DANCE MUOSID INSFIRELD BY THE CLUBS OF LS ANGELES & BAN FHANRCISEU

WIiITH RESIDENT. DOJS SERGID, G*ROY & JEFF BEARRARINGER

DECOS - 731 §5TH AVENUE DOWTOWN, 5AM DIEGD B19.6868.DECO [33286)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
Fridays & Red Circle hosted by 0 Town Productions / Hip Hop with dis: Chins Cuts & Freddie Fresh

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
"MYNT" Elegant lounge vibe

. OJd's. Lounging. Danocing, Cocktails, and Bottle Sarvice. Hostod by Grag, Tim, & Evantvibo

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 315T - NEW YEAR'S EVE!
ZXKH PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS - CLUB DEVIATE - HOLIDAY SEAIES v
Dual ultra g martir bers Tuly steckad w100 vanebes of Vodkes

{hitaide Petia # Chil Launga Couches ¢ 2 dance mirrared Noars 1

Wy sarhy arrval sufgestad .. this will be & sold out evant w !q‘!‘ 1
¥ BRI [EL TR =

THURSOAY, JANUARY BTH - cumen ron ciewsimeas & sew wram ol
ARED DRAGON LOUNMGE . HoBTeD av ROS Z00MY OF ZAR B MAHY OF BHYE AVEMUE

HED CIRCLE CAFE - 420 E STREET DOWNTOWNM, SAN DIEGD 619.234.9211




ION-BROADWAY |

COME RING IN THE NEwW YEAR THE ONLY WAY ON
BROADWAY KNOWS HOW, BY THROWING THE BIGGEST
PARTY WE POSSIBLY CAN! COMPLETE WITH ON
BROADWAY'S FAMOUS RESIDENT DJ'S, INSATIABLE
GO-GO DANCERS, AND SIGNATURE AMBIANCE, THIS IS
ONE CELEBRATION YOU'LL WANT TO BE A PART OF.

PRESALE TICKETS ARE $60 AND WILL BE AVAILABLE
FOR RETRIEVAL AT ON BROADWAY'S WILL CALL AFTER
5:00 P.M. WITH THE PURCHASER'S CREDIT CARD AND
VALID IDENTIFICATION ON THE NIGHT OF THE EVENT.

BLACKS '/ |/

THE ULTIMATE "BLACK OR WHITE" THEMED EVENT THIS NEW YEAR'S!
WEAR YOUR MOST AUDACIOUS BLACK OR WHITE OUTFITS,

VIP PACKAGES:

PACKAGES INCLUDE:
“CHAMPAGNE
CHOCOLATE COVERED STRAWBERRIES
-PARTY FAVORS
-PERSONAL COCKTAIL WAITRESS
-PRIVATE SECURITY

RESIDENT DJS.
) =~ MARK THRASHER / SCOTT MARTIN
FYERNERINDEED0D JOEY JIMENEZ / E-ROC

o

To PURCHASE A BOOTH IN OUR UPSTAIRS V.ILP. SECTION OR A ROOM DOWMSTAIRS IN THE
KarRMaA LOUMNGE PLEASE COMTACT (B191-231-0011 EXT. 516 OR BY E-MAIL AT CHRISEOQBEC. TV

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
EVENTVIBE, & PROD, SPARKS & MIMK, AND 30 ENT. PRESEMTS
GLO

featuping® DJ REZA with resident djs:
MMark Th'rﬂsher, scott Martin, Joey Jimenez, & X-ray

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
pralary '.IT::III!'.II.:l.iIlI':H & @] s prigaaniy SATURDAYS & ORN EHﬂﬂ.ﬂ-Wﬂ"l’

s BT {0+ raal hip |.u|_| [Ety] ._H'., chag ._.I...‘.,.-r-_ by - s o uDemale o DD uijiuar Cluk

FEATIIEIN G EED DTEF‘ mEin roam 7 Tri-png Praducstianse
Fenlitene Dja; Lavetie Dupres, Donovan. Maztt T Lova, Jasy i
Mark Thrashar, Scatt Mertin, Jon Sautters, Eavin ©

615 ERODADWAY DOWNTOWN, SAN DIEGO 619.231.0011
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CONCERTS

Listen to sample songs of
bands in upcoming concerts
free on your phone:
619-233-9797. Call night
or day 7 days a week.

Concert
Soundboard
619.233.9797

Press the the 4-digit extension above
the category that interests you (for
example, 4000 for this week’s
concerts).

At the next prompt, press the 3-digit
code that is next to the performer

you wish to hear. (Performers without
codes currently do not have
recordings.)

EXTENSION 4000

WEDNESDAY

Steve Poltz [815] and the
Rugburns [263]: Belly Up Tavern,
Wednesday, December 31, 9 p.m., 143
South Cedros Avenue, Solana Beach.
619-220-8497 or 858-481-8140.

“SOMA New Year's Eve" featuring
Taking Back Sunday, Me First &
the Gimme Gimmes, Yellowcard,
Sugarcult [421], Strung Out,
Rufio [411], Rise Against,
Avenged Sevenfold, Noise
Ratchet [241], Early Times,
Offset, Underminded [272],
Buckfast Superbee [119], and
more: San Diego Sports Arena,
Wednesday, December 31, 7 p.m.,
3500 Sports Arena Boulevard, San
Diego. 619-224-4171 or
619-220-8497.

“New Year's Hoot" with Guided
by Voices [120] and Year of the
Rabbit: 4th & B, Wednesday,
December 31, 345 B Street,
downtown. 619-231-4343 or
619-220-8497.

The Dragons [115] and Sin Sin 77:
The Casbah, Wednesday, December
31, 8:30 p.m., 2501 Kettner Boulevard,
midtown. 619-220-8497 or
619-232-4355.

EXTENSION 4001

THIS WEEK'S UPCOMING
CONCERTS CONCERTS
SATURDAY JANUARY

The Funk Brothers with Joan
Osborne and Darius Rucker: Belly
Up Tavern, Saturday, December 27,
8 p.m., 143 South Cedros Avenue,
Solana Beach. 619-220-8497 or
858-481-8140.

Beth Hart [422]: Grand Cabaret,
Saturday, December 27, 8 p.m., Pala
Casino Resort, 5 miles east of I-15 on
Hwy 76, Pala. 760-510-4555 or
619-220-8497.

Reverend Horton Heat [215] and
Split Lip Rayfield: Belly Up Tavern,
Thursday, January 1, 8:30 p.m., 143
South Cedros Avenue, Solana Beach.
619-220-8497 or 858-481-8140.

The Psychedelic Furs: Belly Up
Tavern, Friday, January 2, 9:15 p.m.,
143 South Cedros Avenue, Solana
Beach. 619-220-8497 or
858-481-8140.

sNWTE

BY DAVE GOOD

The documentary Standing in the Shadows of
Motown spotlights a group of musicians who
operated for much of their careers under a
shroud of secrecy. Unofficially known as the
Funk Brothers, for decades they propelled
Motown with talent of a magnitude we’ll not
likely see again in this lifetime. The Funk
Brothers are said to have played behind more
hit records than the Beatles, Stones, the
Beach Boys, and Elvis combined. Hype?
Maybe. But then, some might call Motown a
sweatshop and president Berry Gordy an
unflinching boss man. Depending on which
side of the microphone you lined up on,
Motown’s studios were either “Hitsville” or
“The Snake Pit.”

Their bio says the Funk Brothers were

on call seven days a week
and expected to churn out
hit songs with regularity
for around ten bucks per
tune per man. They were a
world-class studio band
made up of dozens of
sophisticated jazz players
(who came and went over
the years) and could play
any mood. For Diana
Ross, they laid back and
let the lofty beauty of her
voice carry. For the Temp-
tations, they turned from
brawn to ballads on a
dime. And for Marvin
Gaye, the Funk Brothers
built storms of tension
and punctuated them with horns that
sounded like heat lightning. They were Berry
Gordy’s secret weapons. He knew what he
had in them. No other label had their sound,
and he kept them tied to his studio, denied
their existence, and hired a separate band
to tour.

The anonymous influence of the Funk
Brothers reached far beyond Stax (with
Booker T as their studio band), Tamla, and

*,

FUNK BROTHERS

the British Invasion. There is probably no
horn player working today who has not used
phrasings and voicings that came to life on
a Motown record.

Performing with Joan Osborne and
Darius Rucker.

FUNK BROTHERS, Belly Up Tavern, Satur-
day, December 27, 8 p.m. 619-220-8497
or 858-481-8140. $42.

Macy Gray [911]: Viejas Casino
DreamCatcher Show Room, Saturday,
January 3, 5000 Willows Road, Alpine.
619-445-5400 or 619-220-8497.

“Dave Matthews & Friends" with
Trey Anastasio, Brady Blade,
Tony Hall, Ray Paczkowski, Tim
Reynolds, Emmylou Harris, and
Spyboy: Cox Arena, Wednesday,
January 14, 7 p.m., SDSU campus,
College Area. 619-220-8497 or
619-594-0429.

The Temptations: Sycuan Casino
Showcase Theatre, Wednesday,
January 14, 8 p.m., 5469 Casino Way,
Dehesa. 619-445-6002, x1139.

Eric Johnson [458] and Tony
Furtado: 4th & B, Wednesday,

January 14, 345 B Street, downtown.
619-231-4343 or 619-220-8497.

Rascal Flatts: Pechanga Theater,
Thursday, January 15, Pechanga
Resort & Casino, 45000 Pechanga
Parkway, Temecula. 888-732-4264.

Gaelic Storm: California Center for
the Arts, Saturday, January 17, 340 N.
Escondido Boulevard, Escondido.
800-988-4253 or 619-220-8497.

Peter Case [613]: Normal Heights
United Methodist Church, Saturday,
January 17, 7:30 p.m., 4650 Mansfield
Street, Normal Heights.
619-303-8176.

“Fiftieth Anniversary [181]: Rock
Around the Clock” with Bill
Haley's Original Comets and

Wanda Jackson [773]: East County
Performing Arts Center, Sunday,
January 18, 210 East Main Street, El
Cajon. 619-440-2277.

Jordan Knight and Jai-Da: Belly Up
Tavern, Wednesday, January 21,

8 p.m., 143 South Cedros Avenue,
Solana Beach. 619-220-8497 or
858-481-8140.

Jay Farrar and Canyon [145]: Belly
Up Tavern, Wednesday, January 21,
8 p.m., 143 South Cedros Avenue,
Solana Beach. 619-220-8497 or
858-481-8140.

Maceo Parker [673]: Belly Up
Tavern, Thursday, January 22, 8 p.m.,
143 South Cedros Avenue, Solana
Beach. 619-220-8497 or
858-481-8140.

Lizz Wright: Mandeville
Auditorium, Thursday, January 22,
UCSD campus, La Jolla. 858-534-8497
or 619-220-8497.

Hank Williams Il [775]: The
Casbah, Friday, January 23, 8:30 p.m.,
2501 Kettner Boulevard, midtown.
619-220-8497 or 619-232-4355.

Chris Hillman & Herb Pedersen:
Normal Heights United Methodist
Church, Saturday, January 24,

7:30 p.m., 4650 Mansfield Street,
Normal Heights. 619-303-8176.

Hilary Duff: Cox Arena, Sunday,
January 25, SDSU campus, College
Area. 619-220-8497 or 619-594-0429.

We hope your holidays are outstanding.

Thanks from all of usat Lous.

RECORDS

434 MNorth Coast H:'IL__[:H.:'.:;: 101, Encinatas
New: 760-753°1 382 + Used: 76063259573 * Video: 760-632-5951
1-888-LOUS REC (568-7732) * wnw lousresords. com
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Last Call... Last Song...Now What?

50% OFF

THE.

Photo by Martin Mann

4/ ONE

The Relationship Experts

Bring in a friend and receive 50% off the
regular price. With this ad. Good until 12/31/03.

With thousands of
San Diego members,
let us find your match.

Call our San Diego staff
for a FREE,

no-obligation consultation.

For your safety and
confidence, we perform
criminal background
checks on all new
members.

We offer a membership
guarantee.

Nearly 100 centers
nationwide.

We have the best
professionals in the
personal introduction
industry, with decades
of combined experience.

We combine old-
fashioned business ethics
with a state-of-the-art
matching system.

If you relocate, your
membership is transferable
to another participating
The Right One® location

or affiliate.

Toll-free
N 1-888-215-7924

www.therightone.com

Hair by Douglas 619-985-4238
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EXTENSION 4001

UPCOMING
CONCERTS

“Big Night San Diego" with
Cracker [466], the Gin
Blossoms [604], Agent 51,

Wonka Bar, and Adam Webb:
Qualcomm Stadium, Saturday,
January 31, 9449 Friars Road, Mission
Valley. 800-457-4463.

Paco de Lucia: California Center for
the Arts, Saturday, January 31, 340 N.
Escondido Boulevard, Escondido.
800-988-4253 or 619-220-8497.

Travis: Spreckels Theatre, Saturday,
January 31, 121 Broadway,
downtown. 619-235-9500 or
619-220-8497.

The B-Side Players [649]: ’Canes
Bar and Grill, Saturday, January 31,
8 p.m., 3105 Ocean Front Walk,

Mission Beach. 858-488-1780 or
619-220-8497.

FEBRUARY

Josh Groban: Copley Symphony
Hall, Monday, February 2, 1245
Seventh Avenue, downtown.
619-235-0804 or 619-220-8497.

B.B. King [927]: 4th & B, Tuesday,
February 3, 345 B Street, downtown.
619-231-4343 or 619-220-8497.

The Preservation Hall Jazz

Band [707]: East County Performing
Arts Center, Tuesday, February 3,
7:30 p.m., 210 East Main Street, El
Cajon. 619-440-2277.

Thursday
Jan 1st 2004

Enigma Productions
2004 New Years Day
- _ﬂﬁerpurfy
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-, Devine light Entertainment
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Leahy: Mandeville Auditorium,
Wednesday, February 4, UCSD
campus, La Jolla. 858-534-8497 or
619-220-8497.

Olivia Newton-John: Pec