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. I I ] He found him in the American Tunaboat
Foundation office on the waterfront.

H

He felt the vehicle gently
climb, then saw before
him the lights that traced
the graceful rise and fall
of the bridge all the way

to Coronado. He even loved the
S Meet the Man hig cemetery out on
Point Loma, where his

— WhO PI&““Ed great-great uncle,

killed in France in the

. Great War, shared a :
] Pacific-side grave with
the wife who outlived
e him by six decades. He was beaten more than half to death
A behind the Waterfront bar.
o
e ’\ %, ., W ] i - -
Twenty-two stories up, Po I n t I
he stepped off into a
vestibule with a black

marble floor and a

gigantic arrangement of
fI'ESI'I tF'l‘_'};‘JJCdr ﬂtj1..-VEEFE'-. u r e stary heg"}g on page 34
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The Silver Strand was

silver tonight beneath

the storm-scrubbed sky,

stars bright and close

and the moon round and
“I'm down in Imperial shiny as a hubcap. He stood behind the polished redwood bar, drying The Cabrillo Star was
Beach," he said. “Outside glasses. Four men huddled on the stools, conversing  berthed in Tuna Harbor,
a pub called Ye Olde with the patient collegial energy of drunks. just a few blocks from
Plank Inn." downtown.



We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to the
Editor, Box 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; fax them to
619-231-0489; or e-mail them to
letters@SanDiegoReader.com
via the Internet. Please include
your name, address, and
telephone number. Letters may
be edited for length and clarity.

Tricky Trigger
The interview with Bruce
Henderson (“Back Room
Deals,” March 27) should
have added that the NFL
does not want San Diego to
pursue the “trigger” clause
too hard because they do not
want to reveal every team’s
salary expense. I think if San
Diego took a hard line on
the “trigger” clause and
forced the Chargers, and the
NFL, to provide the data,
the NFL would tell Spanos
to shut up and stay.
Gregory Sendelbach

Fears Slant

Just read Bruce Henderson’s
take on the Chargers (“Back
Room Deals,” March 27),
and as I felt with the Padres,
he’s right on the money but
should have gone perhaps a
little further.

The City has appointed
alocal law firm and a local
CPA firm to review and ad-
vise the City on its legal
rights, etc., versus our local
football team. What troubles
me greatly is with San Diego
being a very small, close-
knit business town, [ have a
difficult time accepting that
our local law firm and CPA
firm can be totally indepen-
dent in their respective func-
tions. Do any of the mem-
bers of either firm own season
tickets to the Charger games?
Do any of these firms do
any business with any com-
pany that does business di-
rectly or indirectly with our
local football team?

Just as the task force was
slightly biased, in my opin-
ion, due to various members
of it having jobs or positions
that could very easily be
tilted toward the pro-foot-
ball team, I am concerned
that the business community
will be slanted the same way.

Gary Berman

Dictator’s Resistors
(Re TGIF, March 27) We are

not only students, we are
workers, parents, and seniors.
This war is opposed by a
majority in the world. The
media and government is
controlled by corporate dic-
tators. Petition your reps to
resist!
Name Withheld
San Diego

Cry Me A River, John

I would just like to start out
by saying the “TGIF” in
volume 32, #13 (March 27)
by John Brizzolara was a
load of crap. As one of the
“kids pounding drums,
screaming into loud hailers;
kids with bandit bandannas
over their faces,” I would
also like to say that not one
of the persons in attendance
at the antiwar protest that I
spoke with was “unclear on
the concept” of why they
were there. I think we sent a
very clear message about why
we were there, and sorry
you’ve got family issues with
your “wannabe hippie” sis-
ter, Mr. Brizzolara, but the
people in attendance were not
at all a bunch of patchouli-
scented “communists” or
whatever you wish to call
them. They were students,
doctors, priests, homeless
people, skateboarders, punk
rockers, blue-collar workers,
professionals, ex-military
personnel, parents, grand-
parents, fathers, sons, daugh-
ters, moms — Americans!
In other words, it was a
cross-section of society that
doesn’t agree with either an
illegal and unjust war which
has killed more Iraqi civil-
ians than troops so far (so
much for freedom and lib-
eration for them, huh?) or
the fact that the war is being
fought by poor and minor-
ity groups who are laying
their lives on the line for an
unjust cause skillfully crafted
to put more money into the
pockets of corporations in-
cestuously linked to our
government (Halliburton,
trireme, etc.) and govern-
ment officials linked to these
corporations...the facts are
out there, Mr. Brizzolara.
For you to imply that we
are “unclear on the con-
cept” of why we are there
protesting this war or what
we hope to accomplish just
shows that instead of both-
ering to talk to any of the
people who were demon-
strating, you just went ahead
and decided that no one
knew what they were doing

or, as you put it, were “un-
continued on page 66
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An archive of City Lights stories can be searched on the Internet at SanDiegoReader.com

Military board complex When
Richard Perle decided to step down last
week as chairman of
the Pentagon’s in-
fluential Defense
Policy Advisory
Board, the move
drew fresh attention
to the shadowy or-
ganization. It turns
out that two mem-
bers of the unpaid
commission have
close ties to San
Diego. Harold Brown, 74, a physicist, ex—Cal
Tech president, and onetime defense secre-
tary to President Jimmy Carter, lives in tony
Rancho Santa Fe. He has been on the boards
of some of America’s biggest defense con-
tractors, including La Jolla’s General Atom-
ics, maker of the CIA’s Predator battlefield
drone, as well as the executive committee of
the notorious Trilateral Commission. Brown
is currently a partner in Warbug Pincus, the
investment banker, and on the board of Al-
tria (formerly Phillip Morris), the tobacco
giant. He also sits on the board of Evergreen
Holdings, a large, privately held chemical
trucking and recycling company. The other
local member of the defense policy board is
ex-governor Pete Wilson, 69, who got his
start as a San Diego state assemblyman, and
then mayor, back in the 1970s. Wilson, who
did a stretch as a peacetime infantry officer
in the U.S. Marines and served eight years as
a U.S. senator before his gubernatorial gig,
also occupies various corporate board seats,
including one at NIC, Inc., an outfit provid-
ing online contracting services to govern-
ment, and the Irvine Company, owned by
his close pal, wealthy Republican donor Don
Bren. Wilson’s wife Gayle, heiress to a
Phoenix bread-making fortune, is a Cal Tech
trustee, member of the Jet Propulsion Lab
committee, and on the board of drug maker
Gilead Science. Perle abdicated as chairman
of the policy board after it was revealed he
lobbied the federal government on behalf of
the now-bankrupt Global Crossing, which
is seeking approval
to be sold to a Hong
Kong conglomerate
... North County
Republican Darrell
Issa, who stirred up
a fuss last week af-
ter suggesting Qual-
comm, not the Eu-
ropeans, should get
the deal to supply
cell-phone technol-
ogy in postwar Irag, got $5500 in campaign
contributions from the cellular giant in the
last election cycle. But it was only his sec-
ond-largest contribution. Intel was first with
$6000.

Richard Perle

Darrell Issa

Cafeteria style Back in the spring of
1999, one of the hottest controversies before

the San Diego Unified School District board
was whether to condemn a 20.56-acre parcel
on Kearny Mesa to build a “food services”
center. Lawyers for the owner of the property
were from the same law firm as school-board
candidate Julie Dubick, a favorite of district
superintendent Alan Bersin, and suspicions
were that a sweetheart deal was in the mak-
ing. Over the objections of Dubick’s rival
Frances Zimmerman, the board voted 4-1
to take the property, at a cost of $18.8 mil-
lion, plus $230,000 in brokerage fees. Now
comes news that the district doesn’t really
need the land after all and has hired an ap-
praiser to set a value for it. Then the district
will move to lease out the property for private
development. Meanwhile, bucking a
statewide tide of outlawing soft drinks in
school vending machines, the school board
has approved an exclusive deal with Coke and
Pepsi to sell their wares on campuses.

Shifting sands District Attorney
Bonnie Dumanis is making changes. Veteran
prosecutor Dave Stutz, who as an IRS inves-
tigator back in the Nixon Administration
played a big part in the downfall of C. Arnholt
Smith (once named “Mr. San Diego of the
Century”), is assuming charge of the D.A’s
ethics and political reform efforts. Mean-
while, David Rubin is taking over the hate-
crimes section. His predecessor Hector
Jimenez is heading north to the D.A’s Vista
division ... For flag-waving San Diego, it was
a bit of a difference. Tractor-trailer trucks
dropping off construction goods this week
at a downtown condo project being built by
Nat Bosa, the developer from Vancouver,
British Columbia, bore large signs reading
“100 percent Canadian owned,” flanked by
two proudly waving Canadian maple leaf
flags ... Larry Smarr, head of UCSD’s Insti-
tute of Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Technology, is also a member of NASA’s
advisory council. Last week he blasted the
space agency for thinking too small in its pro-
posal of a four-person space plane and ex-
pendable rocket to replace the aging Space
Shuttle fleet. “It just seems like NASA is drift-
ing into a very good life-extension program
as an agency. We've got to get some vision
back to this agency.” ... Neon Systems, the
troubled Texas software outfit, is having a
rough time of it these days. Earlier this month
Neon announced that it was laying off 26 per-
cent of its work force. Company stock, which
fallen city councilwoman Valerie Stallings
once made a small killing on, thanks to an
inside tip from Padres owner and Neon
founder John Moores, is now down to $2 a
share, from a high of about $60 back in the
spring of 1999.

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips pub-
lished in this column. Call our voice mail
at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax your tip
to 619-231-0489.

Maybe When
the Fedayeen
Have a Gun to Your

Baby’s Head

By Jim Morris

he first rule of counterguerrilla warfare

is never set a pattern. This is so because

the guerrillas are always watching for a weak

point to hit. You can go any-
place and do anything two
days in a row. But on the
third day, you better go
someplace else or do some-

wiped out. I once asked an
American missionary who
had been in the Vietnam
central highlands at the time
how it happened.

so much so that one stretch
of the road has been nick-
named RPG (rocket-pro-
pelled grenade) Alley. Things
are moving fast. For now;, all
we can do is beef up security.
But later when we settle in,
we're going to have to be a lot
slicker.

(Reading that over, I can
see a Gl in Iraq reading this
column after his mom sends
it to him thinking, “Whattaya
mean ‘we, old man? It’s 130
degrees, and I've got sand in
my crotch. You're drinking
margaritas in California.”
That’s true, my boy, but my
empathy is great. Now, pay
attention. The Army doesn’t
teach this stuff anymore, and

thing else.

If you saw the film We
Were Soldiers you'll remem-
ber that it opens with a scene
of a French convoy being

Refugees under fire from Iraqi posts inside Basra

“Well,” he said, “it was the
regular Thursday convoy...”

American convoys are ha-
rassed constantly in Iraq.
That supply line is a pattern,

it will save your life.)

The best weapon the
guerrillas have is our military
habit of establishing “stan-

continued on page 6
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CITY LIGHTS

Developers Eye
Sleepy Descanso

By Ernie Grimm

t’s only 35 or 40 minutes from downtown
San Diego to the junction of Interstate 8
and State Route 79. And just a couple of

minutes north of there lies
the rural town of Descanso.
In many urban centers, par-
ticularly in California, that’s
not a bad commute time.
And from the East County
cities of El Cajon, Santee, and
La Mesa, the drive to Des-
canso is even shorter.

That fact, combined with
the beauty of the area, makes
Descanso next in line to be
covered by the eastward
crawl of development that al-
ready blankets most of
Alpine, the next town to the
west. And, according to Jo
Ellen Hucker, who lives in
Descanso and serves on the
area’s community planning
board, a sense that the place
is threatened grows daily
among Descanso residents.

Highway 79, Viejas Boule-
vard, and Riverside Drive
form a roughly equilateral
triangle — three or four
miles per side — known lo-

cally as the Descanso Loop.
Inside the loop, Descanso
Creek and Samagaluma
Creek flow east to west. Near
the west end of the loop, they
join with the Sweetwater
River as it curves eastward
before turning again to the
southwest on its way to
Chula Vista. In the same cor-
ner of the loop — where
Riverside Drive meets Viejas
Boulevard, and Viejas Grade
Road strikes the loop from
the west — sits the town of
Descanso. Hucker, a kind-
faced brunette about 40 years
old, starts her tour at the
southern end of the triangle
at the corner of Riverside
Drive and highway 79. This
is the part of town that Ju-
lian-bound day-trippers pass
through. On the west side of
the highway stand John’s
Auto Garage and the Des-
canso Junction restaurant.
On the east a few houses

cling to the steep, oak-cov-
ered hillside. “I want to start
you here to give you your
bearings,” says Hucker, as
she steers her compact sport
utility vehicle north up the
winding highway. “Just up
the road here is the Oaks.”
The Oaks, a proposed
recreational vehicle park
and campground, is the lat-
est in a litany of develop-
ments planned for Des-
canso. So far none have suc-
ceeded, due in large part to
the efforts of Hucker and
Duncan McFetridge, presi-
dent of a conservationist
group called Save Our
Forests and Ranchlands, who
is also in the car. He’s a fit,
wiry, goateed man in his 50s,
decked with a wide-brimmed
hat. When the oak forest on
both sides of the road opens
up into grassland, McFetridge
says, “All of this on the right
up to the base of the moun-
tain there is supposed to be-
come camping and septic
systems.” Over a little rise and
through a patch of forest,and
the road enters another
meadow. A dozen brown-
and-white cows nibble on the
grass, which winter rain (and
snow) have greened. “On this
meadow;” McFetridge says, “is
going to be a store, a meeting
hall...a bunch of stuff is

planned for this spot. It’s a
huge complex.”

The Oaks is being pro-
posed by Charles Grant,
owner of Pure-Flo water sys-
tems in San Diego. Zoning
for the area doesn’t allow for
such development, but the
project could be built if the
county granted a major-use
permit to Grant. So far none
has been awarded, and the
decision to do so has been
delayed, at least in part due
to opposition from Hucker
and others on the local plan-
ning board and legal pres-
sure brought to bear by
McFetridge.

Across the highway from
the site stands a luxury log
cabin home that must be
close to 3000 square feet.
“This morning, I spoke to the
people who own that home,”
Hucker says. “They’re not
happy about what’s planned
for across the street here.
They wouldn’t object to
someone putting a home in,
but an RV park..”

As Hucker continues
north, McFetridge says, “Des-
canso is really an old cattle-
ranching community. When
I moved here 16 years ago it
was still like...indigenous
people here.” McFetridge
laughs at his own choice of
words. “I mean, these guys

CITY LIGHTS

were cowboys. A lot of them
were born on these old
ranches. At that time, the old-
timers here were pretty
strong. But you go through
changes. There are still a lot
of old-timers here, but it’s be-

Site of failed Maggio Ranch development

Duncan McFetridge and Jo Ellen Hucker

coming a bedroom commu-
nity. It’s changing because it’s
an incredible location.”

There’s no arguing that
statement. Descanso sits on
a mountain plateau just at
the point where oak wood-
lands and pine woodlands
mingle. And inside the loop,
where the three creeks run,
live, valley, and Engelmann
oaks dot an otherwise open
grassland.

At the east corner of the
loop, Hucker turns left onto
Viejas Boulevard. On the
right lies a long, flat horse
pasture surrounded by a
white rail fence. Alongside
the pasture runs a road
named Maggio. “This is an
old subdivision that was
tried but didn’t make it,”
McFetridge says. “It was
called Maggio Ranch. They
wanted to put in 47 homes
here.” He points to the left
side of the road. “A man
named Robert Merigan owns
this 500 acres in the center of
the loop to our left here.”

“At the planning group
meeting in August or
September,” Hucker says, “he
came on to the agenda re-
questing a letter from the
planning group supporting
his project.” Merigan didn’t
get the support from the

continued on page 14
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CITYLIGHTS

Gun to
your head

continued from page 4

rilla warfare is intelligence.
Not just timely intelligence,
but immediate intelligence.
Not the kind where you
send it up the line and the
big brains at the top of the
chain of command mull it
over and make a plan and

dard operating procedures.”
An SOP is a pattern. A pat-
tern is a target.

The sine qua non of guer-

send you out to go get "em.
With that method, the bad
guys are long gone when
you come for them. To suc-
ceed against a guerrilla cam-
paign, the guy who gets the
intel acts on it...right now.
On my first mission to

AEEWYKTEE] CcITYLIGHTS
Vietnam in 1963—-64 I was
second-in-command of a
Special Forces A team. It was skirmishes, but it was a
a six-month mission,andwe  stupid and wasteful way to
spent the first four months  fight.

wandering the woods, wait- Then I had an epiphany
ing to get shot at, charging  and said to my best Monta-
the ambush, k1111ng a few continued on page 8

and running the rest off. We
got the best of these little
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Canon
You can do a lot with this 6.3 ounce Canon
2-megapixel digital still camera. Capture
great pictures through the easy-to-view LCD
screen. You can even take 30 second movies
with sound through this camera.
® 2x optical/2.5x digital zoom
® Photo Effect Mode
(lets you choose from cool enhancement options)
o Direct Print (lets you print directly to many Canon printers)

Now $2 7 999 (S200)

Also available at tweeter.com

SONY

Have Some Fun With This Easy To Use Camera. This tiny Sony Cyber-Shot™
Digital Still Camera offers 3.2 megapixel resolution for amazingly detailed images.
Especially considering these great images come in a package that's this portable and
comfortable in the hand

® 3x optical/3.2x Smart Zoom

* MPEG movie mode (record short movies onto a removable MemoryStick)

® USB Connection (for easier transfer to your computer)

® 1.5" LCD Screen

$329 (DSCP72)

Also available at tweeter.com

Just Point and Click Your
Way to Great Digital Photos

Canon
This Canon Photo Printer is small and light
enough to travel with. Simply connect it to many
Canon digital still camera models and in just seconds,
you can produce sharply detailed, realistically colored,
durably protected prints of your digital images,
without having to use a computer.
® High quality, high resolution 300x300 dpi

for very clear and vivid printouts
o Offers 4 different print sizes

$199% iy

Also available at tweeter.com
36 sheets of 4x6 High Gloss Paper $27°° (KP36IP)

'.lh-_-&lar 230

ENG T T

Canon

This is the world's smallest 3-megapixel digital still camera. Not only will you
get professional quality resolution with this sleek camera, you get incredible flexibility.
Take movies of up to 3 minutes complete with sound and edit them easily.

® 2X optical/3.2X digital zoom

 Digic Imaging Processor (for detailed images and a fast processing speed)

e Direct Print (lets you print directly to many Canon printers without connecting to a computer)

399 19

Also available: Waterproof case $249% (WPDC600)
Also available at tweeter.com

Research and shop online at www.tweeter.com

Chino 3809 Grand Ave. 909-590-5700 Palm Desert 72885 Hwy. 111 760-776-6600

Chula Vista 614 Palomar St. 619-426-0300 Riverside 3502 Tyler St. 909-509-1600

Chula Vista - Rancho Del Rey 865 East "H" St. 619-656-9700  San Diego - Clairemont 5504 Balboa Ave. 858-277-8003
New! Costa Mesa 1835 Newport Blvd. 949-722-9200 San Diego - La Jolla 8610 Genesee Ave. 858-550-8000
El Cajon 350 North Second St. 619-444-6177
Encinitas 172 North EI Camino Real 760-634-1112
Escondido 1346 W. Valley Pkwy. 760-747-8700
La Mesa 8827 Murray Dr. 619-460-3900

Temecula 41669 Winchester Rd. 909-296-9933
Vista 1950 Hacienda Dr. 760-945-5900

San Diego - Mission Valley 1144 Camino Del Rio North 619-220-7000
San Diego - Sports Arena 3445 Sports Arena Blvd. 619-226-3500

™weglker

All products subject to prior sale. All promotional offers subject to change without notice. Photography shown is representational. We reserve the right to correct and/or clarify errors due to typography, photography, or printing. Prices subject to change without notice. Limited quanti-

ties. © April 3, 2003 Tweeter Home Entertainment Group. 2958
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CITY LIGHTS

Gun to
your head

continued from page 6

gnard friend and interpreter,
Philippe “Cowboy” Drouin,
“Hey, Phil, go hire some
spies.” Once he had done

that, we quit getting am-
bushed and started ambush-
ing. I'd go out with him and
a small, handpicked Mon-
tagnard reaction force. We'd
go into a village. Cowboy
would make a deal to meet
his agent, usually a friend of

CITY LIGHTS

his who risked his life to help
us in the woods later. Then
we’'d find out what trails the
VC were using regularly, set
up, and ambush them —
usually, but not always, in the
dark of night.

It wouldn’t work exactly

CITY LIGHTS

like that in Iraq. Factors of
culture and terrain would be
different, but the principles
are the same.

We ambushed a North
Vietnamese colonel and his
staff that way, killed seven of
ten of them, and got a trove

CITY LIGHTS

of high-level intelligence.
Another time, one of my
agent handlers was out on
his own. He got some great
info and convinced a Viet-
namese lieutenant to loan
him a platoon. He captured
the VC civil administrator

(After Rebate)

999 Cellular will pay your activation fee & sales tax!

YOUR SALES TAX!

DEAL

IN SAN
DIEGO!

999 CELLULAR WILL PAY

/mo.

D
' —(NOKIA 7210
3 5399 Regular Price
999 Cellul
-szoo InstamC I{leg;te
3 { -$ 'l 00 Mail-in Rebate

One-Year Contract Only!

Free Phone + No Sales Tax!

(Best Deal In Town)

All Phones Include:

m

/

a1

l— NDKIA 3590

- $99 Instant Store Rebate

i
=% 1 oo Mail-In Rebate { =

FREE Leather Case * FREE Car Charger * FREE Hands-Free Set

¥ « 600 ANYTIME MINUTES
e Unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
e Nationwide Long Distance Included

$ 9 9 Regular Price

{—Panasonic Gus7 )

999

$ 5°° Regular Price
- *50
-4 ‘ oo Mail-in Rebate

Instant Store
Rebate

CELLULAR

CENTERS

*350

After rehate

—Sony Ericsson T306 )

°
Mira Mesa
9017 Mira Mesa Boulevard

858.271.8988

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 am-6 pm

Saturday & Sunday 11 am-6 pm

Clairemont/
earny Mesa

9353 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard

858.569.7979

Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-6 pm

Saturday 11 am-6 pm

¢ Color display

$ * Make an
o extra $100

—( (M)ymororora y(0j )

]

$ l 99 Regular Price
-3 I 49 };esl()zj:et Store
- % 5° Mail-in Rebate

O
Text Messu!“‘g
Available!

No charge
after rebate

@ MOTOROLA T720
$299 Regular Price
—$1Q@Q lnson

-4 ' oo Mail-in Rebate

‘0O’

No charge
after rebate

* Mobile Internet

$ l 49 Regular Price
-4 1 49 Instant Store Rebate

$ 2999 per month plans available
FREE

|nc|udes: Color digital phone

*0

o 250 Anytime Minutes
* Unlimited Nights and Weekends
* Nationwide Long Distance Included

No charge!
No sales tax!

*Limited time offer; call for details. Requires credit approval, $36 activation fee, a cancellation fee of $175 and a digital multi-network phone. Requires activation on a one- or two-year contract. May
not be available in all areas. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to
any other month and must be used in the Home Calling Area. Roaming, additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes apply. Coverage available in most areas. Equipment
prices are for new customers. Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. Prices subject to change. 999 Cellular will pay you the

activation fee after receipt of your first bill. Call for details. Some restrictions may apply.

over a five-province area, his
bodyguard, and a strongbox
of useful documents. Spe-
cial Forces didn’t even go
along. The guy was captured
before we knew about it.
But we sure hired the right
guy.

Of course, it didn’t always
go perfectly. In May of 1964
Cowboy took a vacation be-
cause the South Vietnamese
were looking for him. They
feared he was involved in a
plot against them — he was;
the politics are always com-
plicated — and I used infor-
mation from a friend of his
to make an area ambush.

Three squads of about 12
men each set up on three
paths in a little trail network
near a district headquarters.
I sat there all night long, try-
ing to crush mosquitoes be-
tween my thumb and fore-
finger, because the noise of
swatting might give our po-
sition away. So did one of my
other squads. But the third,
led by John Watson, our 19-
year-old weapons man, sat
there all night while a 350-
man column of enemy
troops walked by his posi-
tion, about eight feet away.
He didn’t dare even crush a
mosquito.

A model for what 'm
talking about was described
by my friend Rick Rescorla,
who served in both the
British and American armies.
When he died, Rick was se-
nior vice president for cor-
porate security of Morgan
Stanley in the World Trade
Center. He was killed on 9/11
but is given credit for per-
sonally saving the lives of all
but seven Morgan Stanley
employees (two of whom
were Rick and his deputy),
2700 people, almost as many
as those who died.

In the late ’50s Rick was a
corporal in a British airborne
intelligence unit on Cyprus.
When they’d pick up a ter-
rorist, they’d encourage him
to discuss his associates and
their whereabouts. Then
they’d visit his friends about
0300 the next morning. One-
stop shopping with no messy
coordination with the chain
of command.

Nobody really planned
for guerrilla warfare in Iraq.
About the only people left in
the Army who were in Viet-
nam are generals, and they
should understand guerrilla
warfare. The reason they did-
n't expect it is that conditions

continued on page 13
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619-235-8200

Bankruptcy E-filing
Debtblasters.com

Caring, compassionate. Speedy service. $50 starts.
Free consultation. Attorney Gary Holt, 619-692-9254.

Tax Problems Solved!
Low flat fees. We come to you. 858-454-9031.

Divorce-$199 and up
Plus filing fee. Steven Groen, Esq., 619-233-6593.

Worker's Comp
619-234-5567
Protect your rights! Free legal consultation.

Astrology Master Noel Tyl
Sex, Intimacy, Relationship. Readings. April 11-16
Lecture $20! www.thecadentcross.com, 619-299-2897.

Sad, Tired, Hopeless

Are you currently suffering from depression,
fatigue, difficulty sleeping, inability to
concentrate, anxiety, lack of energy and pleasure?
You may be eligible for a free-of-charge research
study with an investigational medication for
depression. Study-related exams, diagnosis,
laboratory health tests and continuing evaluation
at Synergy Clinical Research Center are

available to qualified participants at no

charge. Compensation to cover travel costs and
aftercare are included. No insurance involved.

For more information, or an appointment, please
call the Study Coordinator, James Goldberg, Ph.D.
at 619-426-7205.

Acupuncture HealthCare Center
Pain Management. Call Teresa at 619-517-1188.

Bankruptcy From $175

Lowest rates guaranteed.

File now before law changes.

Stop lawsuits, garnishments and harassment.

Free attorney consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Sabretts-Sabretts-Sabretts

www.TheNewYorkHotdog.com
Open 7 days, 11am-3:30pm. Balboa at Mercury.

Get Out Of Debt Now

Pay 1/2 what you owe. Habla Espanol. 800-871-1624.

I.R.S. Problems?

Owe back taxes? Haven't filed? Let an ex-IRS agent
fight for you! Call me! Visa/ MC/AMEX.

Call Richard Blattman, 858-272-2629.

All Felonies/Misdemeanors
Warrants, expungements, juvenile court, DMV.
Experienced trial lawyer: Former JAG and prosecutor.
Downtown law office, evening/weekend appointments.
Attorney Jeremiah J Sullivan, 619-578-5958. Visa/MC.

Car Accident? Work Injury?

San Diego, CA. Free report reveals your rights.
Before you settle your case or speak with anyone,
listen to the toll- free 24- hour recorded message.
Call toll free: 1-800-842-6103. Call now!

Tax Returns $55 And Up!
Fast refunds 24-48 hours! Free E-File! CPA.
Call Rose, 858-279-4474, or www.taxrefundpro.com.

Credit Repair "Legitimate”
Don't Frown-No Money Down!
Since 1988, Local company. Call now! 800-700-0273.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Put End To IRS Pain Now!

Free report could save you thousands! Call
1-800-869-4529 x312 (24 hours) for recorded message
and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
858-467-9164, www.fixabletax.com.

POPCO-Father's Rights

The original and still the best. 800-963-DADS(3237).

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Electronic filing, 24 hours/day.

Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.
www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com.

San Diego's Injury Experts
Auto accident? Injured? Don't get screwed by
insurance companies! Attorney Gary W. Rose,
free consult. 619-276-7673, 760-435-0047.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

Mobile Auto/Boat Detail

Teflon, complete detail from $125. 619-818-1917.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-795-2180.

Clinical Research Studies

Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, San Diego's leader in
mental health, performs research studies for
medications to treat a variety of disorders. If you
or a loved one suffers from schizophrenia, manic
depressive (bipolar) disorder, Alzheimer's disease,
depression or other conditions, you may qualify for
one of these studies. Study- related medication is
provided at no cost and you may be compensated for
time and travel. Call 858-694-8350 for information
about current studies.

24 Hour HIV Results

(most cases). STD tests, GYN, Urology, supportive
acupuncture, herbs, nutrition, integrated medicine.
Appts: Progressive Health Services, 619-222-9904.

Lungs-Are-Us 858-560-6908

All'lung problems, i.e., asthma, cancer, emphysema.

New! “Easy $10,600 Cash!"

Sleep, smoke, beer studies! Private, 858-492-8750.

D.U.l.? / Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

Attorney James Bickford, 619-702-8400. Visa/MC 24/7.

Bankruptcy-Debt Relief

www.sdbankruptcy.com

Are your debts just getting bigger?

Do you need a financial reset button?

Talk to Tom and decide- free 1/2 hour consult.
Thomas J. McKinney, Attorney-at-Law.
619-296-0022, info@sdbankruptcy.com.

Hypnosis Equals Results!
Quit Smoking. 1 session. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Divorce Mediation

End your marriage, not your future!

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, Weight, Habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Macintosh Consulting
Troubleshooting, lessons, Internet setup, networking
619-229-8099.

Trouble Making Payments?
Settle Debts For Less!

We will negotiate your debt & save you $1000s!
619-325-7150. www.atlantic-credit.com.

Websites From $300 And Up

Graphic design/ logos/ custom sites. 619-507-0826.

Child Support/Divorce

Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.
Free phone consultation. Reasonable rates.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

Bankruptcy Fast/Divorce
Low cost, easy payments, credit card
619-280-5444, 760-941-5654.
www.dueprocesslegal.com-attorney supervised.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $850 with $400 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxsolutionservices.com.

Sam Spital Law 619-583-2200

A lawyer who cares! Ex-government attorney and
probation officer. Criminal-injuries-school law.

Bankruptcy $25 Starts

Immediate credit protection. Call today for
free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Drowning In Debt?
Bankruptcy—fresh start.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Massage School

1000-hour Holistic Program. Academy of Professional
Careers. Financial aid if qualified.

Massage clinics now open in La Mesa and San Marcos.
Full-body massage. $20/1 hour. HHP-24699.
800-400-1005.

Divorce-Bankruptcy

Payment plans and mediation services available.
Results and experience matter. For results,

call Attorney Samuel S. Godkin at 619-544-6000.

Lemon Law
Divorce-support-bankruptcy—expungements.
Immigration—Accidents. Law offices 619-299-4067.

Bankruptcy-Lowest Rates!
Our attorney will come to you. 619-858-9000, x12.

Manic Depressive Study
Manic depressive (bipolar) disorder affects
millions. If you have severe mood swings, racing
thoughts, irritability, increased energy and/or
poor sleep, you may qualify for a medication
research study. Study-related medication and
treatment are provided at no cost. You will be
compensated for time and travel.

Call 858-694-8350 for information.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Complete Divorce $250

Attorney prepared divorce only $250. 619-291-4700.

Depressed?

Sad or depressed mood most of the day?
Diminished ability to think or concentrate?

Loss of interest or pleasure in usual activities?
Fatigue or loss of energy?

Appetite changes?

Sleep disturbances?

If you are experiencing some or all of these
symptoms and have not responded to previous
medications, you may be eligible to participate in
a research study conducted by Sharp Mesa Vista
Hospital. For information, call 858-694-8350.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanor/DMV/drugs. 619-338-9500.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

Websites From $399!

Websites, hosting, shopping carts, business cards,
logos. 619-226-2877 or www.killergraffix.com.

Sexual Harassment
Auto/Serious Injury
Wrongful Death
Clark and Associates
619-239-1321

Experienced, aggressive, winning trial attorneys
who take on your serious cases. Maximize recovery.
Se habla espanol. Visit www.clarklawyers.com.

I INCTT— |
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: of group exercise for you and a friend. % :
| -
I @ Guest Name: I
| |
I @ Guest Name: Start Date: End Date: |
| |
I Must Be Activated By: 4/15/03 I
: Must be 18 years of age or older with valid ID. First-time guests and local :
residents only. Not valid with any other offer. Some restrictions apply.
: Just bring this in or call! :
| SPORTS ARENA 3156 Sports Arena Blvd. 888-489-3619 |
| OCEAN BEACH 4976 Newport Ave. 888-408-0247 I

| %ESCONDIDO — Coming Soon —

THE AUTHORITY SINCE 1965 |

.

Drunk Driving

Photo tickets—-DMV--warrants.

Free consult. Walk-in 5-7. Visa/MC. mrdui.com.
Mr. DUI--Mr. Ticket, Attorney, 619-563-1010.

Frustrating Work Injury?

Not getting any better?

You do have options. Call now for free report,
“Secrets You Must Know If You've Been Injured At
Work!" Call anytime, toll free, 800-813-7792.

$25 Chiropractic

Pacific Beach 858-581-1828; South Bay 619-426-2225.

Child Support Attorney

Experience in child support agency cases. Low rates.
Divorce/Custody. Visa/MC/Amex/Disc. 619-230-8640.

4% Sells Your Home!
Avoid lawsuits! Get top dollar! RIMCO 858-551-8111.

Same Dax Bankruptcy
Free consult with experienced bankruptcy attorney.
858-335-1162; 619-233-4415.

Schizophrenia Study

Men and women between 18 and 65 years old are
needed to participate in a clinical research

study of an investigational drug. Volunteers
must be diagnosed with schizophrenia and must
consent to participation in a clinical study
before beginning any study-related activities.

All office visits, medical evaluations, and study
medications related to this study will be
provided at no cost to patients. For more
information about this study, please contact
Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, 858-694-8350.

Divorce, Custody $275!
Support, visitation $275. Bankruptcy $125.
Appointments 7 days, San Diego LDA#7. 619-390-5487.

Cash Now For Cars
Buying all/top dollar paid/619-425-5577; 619-884-5540

$5 Intro Pilates Mat Class

Learn Pilates mat exercises/proper form/benefits.
Space limit. Orthosport Health Center 619-299-9481.

Carpal Tunnel?

Call now for free report.

If you suffer from Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,
this report could change your life!

Call anytime, toll free, 1-866-269-8345.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Car Accident?
Call 858-4-LAWYER or 760-4-LAWYER.
Free consultation. Visit us at www.4-lawyer.com.

Stroke? Chronic Fatigue?
Anti Aging. Get great results with
Hyperbaric oxygen. 760-632-9042.

Debt Reorganization
Mortgages, taxes, child support. Free consult.
Call anytime. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Child Support/Custody

Need help? Free initial phone consultation. Payment
plans. Attorney Elizabeth Lewis, 619-523-9900.

Golden Road Credit

Credit and debt services. Licensed and
bonded credit repair agency in the state of
California. 619-521-2900.

Wipe Out Your Debt Now!

Call 24/7 and speak to experienced bankruptcy
attorney. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Bankruptcy-Full Service!
$45 starts most cases. Save house- paycheck- car.
Attorney Ray Schimmel, LL.M. 619-291-9750

Divorce/Family Law
Custody-support-property-visitation. Free
consult! Attorney Karen Werve, 858-455-0885.

Divorce Is Not A Solution!
Improve 50% of the marriage by focusing on you.
Dr. Greg, 858-552-1559.

Custody- Divorce- Support
Effective attorney at affordable rates.
619-515-0667, Cort Schultz, Esq. (Free Consult).

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Entrepreneur? Inventor?

Writer? Performer? Ideas?
Get your project off the ground or

take your project to the next level

at the Free Enterprise Forum (not MLM).
“Where Ideas Meet Capital and Experience.”
Dr. Richard Kaye, 760-633-3400.

sandiego-dui-defense.com
DUI? Arrested? 619-741-3860.

Drunk Driving?

Felonies, drugs, theft, warrants. 619-696-9311.
Free consult. 24 hours. Visa/MC.

Lisa K. Baughman, Former Prosecutor.
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) Qe 7 pM-7 AM NIGHTS'
si-asl MOBILE-TO-MOBILE +

Now your unused minutes roll over month after month onl
on Cingular, FREE EQUIPMENT and RATE PLAN UPGRADES
for X cingular-customers. Don't use your old phone any
longer. Get a new phone today and keep your existing #,

| Nokia 6590

Motorola Vader — Motorola 1720 Motorolu v60

 SompEricsson 1 £ S el S ETEE |

Il'1 !’ '|'3o Eﬁ‘ * GPRS ) * Downloadable Ring To:es ° ?Oo(gel\jfn:gers

|| The Camera Phone == =1 550 CASH BACK 550 CASH BACK * Voice Activated

 FREE *100 CASH BACK
" Motorola

After $50 Rebate. "

| On new one-year contract.

(3316 2 Siemens CT56

@aesa| * Speaker Phone
* Polyphonic Ring Tones
i * Data Capable

Nokia 3650
200 CASH BACK

in rebates*

® Built-in digital VGA camera * Downloadable Games
* Large color display

FREE
* Tri-band phone

e 4.59 oz. with lithium battery < Siemens $-40
':I . * World Phone

Nokia 3395 6000 ;. 4| nene Accs

& Browsing

e Super Small

J Includes | e Voice Activated

e ¢ FREE digital cameral

Take and e-mail photos
with your new phone!

* Integrated Anfenna ® Infernet Access =S5 e Microsoft Outlook
. e Screen Savers * Download Pictures P FREE*
Cingular Rollover - fger e g ores —

® 2-Way Text Messaging s 4 99

FREE FREE m:| X cingular

Minutes Now Roll Over on ALL Plans

(Don't lose your peak minutes!)

WHY BUY FROM PREMIER WIRELESS [N 's°°"P°" """ L
* Free Rollover Minutes & Free Unlimited We Handle All Cingular Insurance Claims ! I o !
Mobile-to-Mobile to Any Cillgllldl' Customer o No Penq“y for Chqnging Your Plan I |
* Free Equipment Upgrades Up or Down Anytime : c Ik:;hf' Culse's ° !"c'“dﬁsmi |
* Nationwide Calling Plans * Free Online Account Access i H%Ios:ers .u ;\:'::n:: Bo::Ieru Irie;ss i
* Free Accessories with All Phones (S how many minutes youve e L mmme COUPON — ———__ d

PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE
3681 SPORTS ARENA BIVD. » (619) 221-8111 0w

(Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records) X Cl ngml,'.lklfsrm

*Requires credit approval and a service contract with a $150 early termination fee. Free accessories based on availability. Cash back and rebates are paid by Cingular Wireless on select models with service commitment. Details available at Premier Wireless store at 3681 Sports Arena Blvd. on all terms and details of the promotion. Free Spider-Man DVD and free
service activation require new 1-year service commitment until supply becomes unavailable. New line of service must be on $39.99 or higher plan to qualify for free activation and free DVD set. See store for details. Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile available on Cingular Super Home and Preferred Nation plans $39.99 and higher when FamilyTalk is added to the account.
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CITY LIGHTS

Gun to
your head

continued from page 8

for a successful guerrilla
campaign don’t exist in Iraq.
There is no jungle to hide in.
There is not, at least now,
much outside aid for the
guerrillas. A successful guer-
rilla campaign requires the
active support of at least 15
percent of the population
and the indifference of most
of the rest. We were pretty
sure that 85 percent hated
Saddam. But it’s hard to
maintain your distance when
the Fedayeen have a gun to
your baby’s head.

We are infidels, we are
rich, we have invaded their
country. Under these cir-
cumstances, winning hearts
and minds requires skill and
discretion. No hearts and
minds, no intel. No intel, you
die.

Iraqi guerrillas cannot
prevail against us, but it is
doubtful that we can elimi-
nate them altogether. There
will be sabotage, car bombs,
and random assassinations
for the duration of our oc-
cupation. The war will go on
at some level. Our troops will
not be safer than a matron in
an Israeli shopping mall.

The weak points in the
current Iraqi guerrilla cam-
paign are two. The first is that
they are attempting to main-
tain their support base by in-
timidation. But that means
they have to intimidate ev-
erybody, all the time. They
will probably continue to
have that 15 percent support.
But their intimidation will
alienate the 85 percent that
must be neutral for them to
succeed. And once alienated,
those people will sell them
out at their first opportunity.

The other is that they
don’t have secure bases. The
only real places to hide in Iraq
are the warrens of the cities.
Those can be surrounded
and either isolated or cleared,
slowly and carefully.

In the near term they
don’t really need outside sup-
port. They still have enough
stuff to fight for a while. But
they have no supply lines.
They cannot prevail without
supplies coming from some

home now.

We have moral justifica-
tion for this war. We stood
down in ’91 with the agree-
ment that certain things be
done. For 12 years they were
not done. In the last year the
Iraqis tried to at least give the

CITY LIGHTS

appearance of compliance,
but that was only under di-
rect threat of an armed inva-
sion, a threat we could not
maintain forever.

Can anyone doubt that if
our army had withdrawn,
Saddam would have resumed

CITY LIGHTS

development of weapons of
mass destruction?

That given, it is logical to
conclude that war was in-
evitable at some point. If this
is true, then the time to move
was now, rather than later
when he’s stronger.

CITY LIGHTS

But, oh, the law of unin-
tended consequences.

The fact of moral justifi-
cation raises the question of
whether the invasion was a
good idea. One could just as
well argue that it was worth
the gamble to keep the sanc-

tions on and hope to avoid
war altogether. I believe that
we wanted Iraq as a secure
base from which to fight ter-
rorism. If the counterguer-
rilla campaign doesn’t work,
it will be a base in which to

continued on page 14
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outside source. I strongly
doubt that we will allow
them sanctuary in or resup-
ply from Iran or Syria, as we
did the North Vietnamese in
Laos and Cambodia. If we
do, we might as well come
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Gun to
your head

continued from page 13

fight terrorism.

The best model for our
counterguerrilla campaign is
not Vietnam but the French

war in Algeria. They didn’t
do what they set out to do,
which was to keep their
colony. But they did do what
we claim is our objective in
Iraq. They pacified the coun-
try and left behind a rela-
tively democratic regime that

CITY LIGHTS

did not evaporate like the
dew in the desert.
Remember the movie The
Battle of Algiers? The French
paras would find a terrorist
in the warrens of Algiers and
hotwire him. Then when he
spilled his guts, they’d roll up

CITY LIGHTS

his network before the word
got out. They did this over
and over again.

The French didn’t leave
Algiers because they couldn’t
control it. They left because
they couldn’t afford it. Nei-
ther can we, for long. m

CITY LIGHTS

Sleepy
Descanso

continued from page 5

Descanso planning group.
But the latest version of the
county’s General Plan 2020,
which has yet to be finalized
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and adopted, may offer some
solace to him. “This entire
[roughly 50-acre] piece to the
right is zoned one-dwelling-
unit-per-acre in the latest GP
2020 map,” Hucker says.
“And Merigan just built this
brand-new home here. I
think he wants to add on to
this residential section right
here. I think the county is go-
ing to give him his project
here”

Just past the new house,
the road leaves the open
meadow and enters more
oak woods. Under these
oaks, 100 cabinlike houses
are tucked into half- and
quarter-acre lots. Smoke
curls out of many of the
chimneys. “These houses,”
Hucker says, “are on our lit-
tle Descanso Water District.
This and another little
pocket are the densest areas
of Descanso.”

“These days,” McFetridge
adds, “one dwelling per acre
is the minimum for country
towns. But traditionally, you
had quarter-acre zoning like
these homes in here. The
problem with that is with
septic systems. It is very hard
to fit a septic system on a
quarter acre. And everything
is septic in this area”

Where Viejas Boulevard
bends around to the south, a
little shopping center and
business-park center pops up
on the left. In it are the wa-
ter district office and Perkins’
Hay and Feed Store. “If you
knew nothing about Des-
canso and you wanted to find
something out,” McFetridge
says, “youd go to the hay and
feed store, because they know
everyone in town.”

It’s also the geographical
center of town. Nearby are
the Descanso elementary
school, the Descanso library,
the post office, and a small
grocery store. The old town
hall, built in 1896, is a half
mile to the west on Viejas
Grade, which once was part
of the only east-west highway
connecting San Diego and
Imperial Counties. It’s a
wooden post-and-beam
building painted white, with
a steep roof and a covered
porch. “We have done a lot
of work on this in the last few
years,” Hucker says. “That is
where we do our planning-
group meetings. We have an
annual fair here and a pa-
rade, and the kids have
dances here.”

Near the junction of Vie-

continued on page 16
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Sleepy
Descanso

continued from page 14

jas Grade and Riverside
Drive is the second cluster of
100 or so quarter-acre lots in
Descanso. “These were sum-

mer homes in the good old
days,” McFetridge says. “I like
this little hamlet, because
they are not all the same; ev-
erybody has their own
unique thing going on. Not
that long ago,” McFetridge
continues, “before the inter-
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state was built, this was really
backcountry. With the old
roads, Old Highway 80, get-
ting up here was quite a trip.
But once you made it here,
the mountain kind of leveled
off. It was a natural spot to
stop. So they built an old ho-

CITY LIGHTS

tel, and a general store
opened up, and people built
these summer cabins.”
Those cabins are on the
Descanso Water District,
which pumps water up from
beneath the mountain. No
water is imported. “This wa-

CITY LIGHTS

ter district that we have,”
Hucker says, steering her
Toyota along a rutted dirt
road among the former
summer cabins, “is ex-
tremely hard pressed right
now to keep water going just
to the existing homes in the
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district.”

Back on Riverside Drive
heading southeast toward the
junction with Highway 79,
Hucker points to yellow
flowers blooming in abun-
dance on the dirt shoulder of
the road. “We have a little
daffodil-planting program
each fall,” she explains.
“Whoever wants to can do-
nate a little money for daf-
fodil bulbs, or donate their
time to plant them. Each kid
at the elementary school
plants a couple, which puts
in about 200 or 300 right
there.”

Back at the Descanso
Junction restaurant, Hucker
parks while McFetridge lays
out a history of anti-devel-
opment fights in Descanso.
“The big push,” he recalls,
“which started in 1990, was
to develop the freeway inter-
change leading into Des-
canso, off of Interstate 8. It
was a huge development: 125
homes, 60,000 square feet of
commercial. That was
stopped.”

Asked how, he responds,
“We challenged the environ-
mental impact report with
the same lawyers that we are
working with now on the
Oaks. And then in 1993 we
got a countywide initiative
passed that changed the zon-
ing on all the privately owned
ranchland within the Cleve-
land National Forest. It
placed a one-dwelling-per-
40-acres restriction on the
land. And the government fi-
nally bought the land next to
the interchange.

“At one point,” McFetridge
continues, “15 or 20 years
ago, Ramada Inns wanted to
build something out here.
There have been plans to
subdivide the ranches and
build berms along the high-
way. And just recently, there
was a plan to build a big spa
called Stallion Oaks on the
west end of town. That died.”

When asked for the cause
of death, McFetridge re-
sponds, “We’re fighters out
here. We won in court with
a general plan-consistency
lawsuit. And that’s what we’re
doing with Grant and the
Oaks. What these people are
trying to do is get major-use
permits to do things that the
zoning wouldn’t allow. But
there is a little clause in there
that says that these develop-
ments have to be consistent
with the general plan, and
that is where we drive in the
stake.” m
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Add Keyless E““'{o‘v‘:’;"l‘)‘:’ﬂfs&g - + Shock sensor ¢ 2 remotes + 2 remotes (code leaning) * Flashing 7-function LED light '{tmer kil  Parking light flash ¢ [)Ml m e shock sensor @ Parking light ﬂa_sh * Panic feature ¢ Flas}\{mg s[equs Power LOCks
(Most Cars). Includes - B Remo:e6;;11111??%?0»@111& * Flashing parking light ¢ Optional remote keyless entry ¢ Warnaway ¢ 3- chmnel receiver (remote) * 7-function LED light ® Lifetime warranty
Two 4-Button Remotes o Lifetime warranty LED light ® Valet override toacar that dOESTl t ONLY
$ $ q' Q $ E ' $ $ have power locks. $
Interfaces with
% % INSTALLED* INSTALLED* lNSTALLED INSTALLED* INSTALLED* current alarm. FOR 2 DOORS

VIDEO VIDEO VIDEO VlDEO VIDEO SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE
® BLAUPUNKT DVD,

Complete Video System

, CD 1
wnth TV Tuner, Monitor, Speaker and Antenna me(c:)rky;ltlh Jvoln"e giscl;imm
s compact s — *":*:
/ / (Honda, Toyota, | -.-,-
. . $N|ssan, Ford) V'deo Monitor
Call for super ~ with Mirror
> 199 '198 $599 talomtew v OLigh o:,;::}149

JENSEN 12-volt VCR Add a 6- or 10.Disk CD Changer as a

Direct Plug-in to Your Factory Stereo
Works with most Acura, Chrysler,

Ford, GM, Honda,
Toyota and VW
Factory Radios
on ly $ 8 8 4 'i I $ 8 8 1299 Requires purchase of an adaptor at extra cost. 12 9

AM/FM CD & MP3 SALE - AM/FM CD & MP3 SALE - AM/FM CD & MP3 SALE - AM/FM CD & MP3 SALE - AM/FM CD & MP3 SALE

@ BLAUPUNKT 188watt AMFM FoldDown ~ Panasonic: 200-watt AMFM DetachableFace 9 Pckiordosgate. 200-watt AMFM Fold-Down PRroneer W0watt AMFM Fold Down
Front CDMP3 Player with Detachable Faceplate  CDIMP3 Player with Wireless Remote and Large Rotary Oontrol Knob  Front CDMP3 Player with Detachable Faceplate Front CDMP3 Player with Wireless Remote Control

Panasonic Top-of.the-.Line AMFM
' 180-watt Motorized Pop-Up 7* Screen "\
TV mner with Dual AV Outputs with CD/DVD and Dolby Digital DTS

® 7-band eq. built in

o Front, rear and sub-outs
] and ® Digital sound processor

5 \5‘ 1 Remote MSRP $2498
Save *1199

. %O station presetfs List $ ® Dual preamp outputs for 2 amps $ e Front, rear and subwoofer outputs $ ® XM radio ready ® 3-band EQQ $

« Plays MD3sand CDs 3 « Plays CD-Rs, CD-RWs and MP3s « Plays CD-Rs, CD-RWs and MP3s « Plays CD-Rs, CD-RWs and MP3s

. Rea’lrbmhed with warranty $339 ¢ Random, repeat and scan play ® Random, repeat and scan play o Front and rear outputs

L'l:'ff ‘? TWJHKLF_"JM\JIM— @ BLAUPUNKT @ BLAUPUNKT m ,”6 ﬂ"l) lﬂ Get Thundering Bass from a
ot | Spediesl = : LIGHTNING AUDIO

High-Definition Tweeters 210 Watts Speakers 300-watt 2/1 Channel Amp 300-watt Amp with Crossover

® Passive crossovers

® 4KHz to 20KHz frequency response Per Pair

SAVE OVER 40% OFF MSRP ) i with AT
* Polypropylene speakers 0 i s CI‘OSS(WCI'S and a,
P —_ N . 10" Woofer in a Deep Bass
) i Bandpass Plexiglas Box

$179
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Black Mountain Bicycles

Everything is
on SALE

this weekend at SuperSale!
Black Mountain Bicycles joins over 100 leading bike

stores nationwide for enormous buying power. Get the
best brands and save money at SuperSale, America’s
biggest and best bicycle and accessory sale. Don't miss it!

No Sales Tax!

On any bicycle purchase during SuperSale.

Plus Unbelievable Prices
on 2002 Models!

p

TREK. LEMOND
GARY FISHER

SPELALIZED, % GIANT:

Great Deals!

Body GEO Comp Gloves sale *17.99
Ergonomic design eliminates numbness Compare at $25
Specialized S-1 Helmet sale *99.99
Top—of—the—l\'ﬂe Microshell Compare at $150
Giro Torrent Helmet sale *39.99
Universal fit sizing with AcuLoc Compare at $45
Serfas Gel Saddle sale *19.99
Available in men's and women's Compare at $30
Kryptonite STD U-lock sale *17.99
Made for Giant Compare at $30
Topeak Hummer Tool sale 19.99
16 tools in one Compare at $25

BDI Cycling Jersey sale 19.99
All sizes; red or blue Cornpare at $35
BDI Lycra Shorts sale 19.99
6 panel; men’s or women's Compare at $30

FREE Sock Guy Socks

with any $50 SuperSale purchase ($8.00 value)

BDI Baggy Shorts sale *39.99 -
Men’s or women’s; black or khaki Compare at $50 Giro. TREK and

. Specialized
Shimano 536 SPD Pedals sale °49.99 g helmets
Easy entry/exit mechanism Compare at $60 Up to 50% off!
Heart Rate Monitor sale 71.99 .
Folar A3 Wireless Compare at $100

Specialized Elite Computer sale *39.99
Wireless — yellow only Compare at $70
Astro 5.0 Headlight sale *39.99
Rechargeable 5-watt NiMH headlamp Compare at $50
NiteRider Evolution Light sale ¥124.99

Includes handlebar and helmet mount Compare at $150
Blackburn Mtn. Air Pump sale $9.99
Mini frame-mounted pump Compare at $15
Air Force Floor Pump sale $24.99
Top rated, 160 psi, dual head with gauge ~ Compare at $40
Inner Tubes - all sizes 3 for *6.99

Compare at $12

All Yakima Car Racks 15% off

BLACK MOUNTAN

BICYCLES
9158 Mira Mesa Blvd. » (858) 566-0710

(NW corner of Mira Mesa Blvd. & Black Mountain Rd., 3 blocks west of I-15)
www.bhlackmountainbicycles.com

1]
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Hi, Matt:

There used to be a picture booth in the arcade inside Mission Valley mall — one of the good old-
fashioned ones that printed a vertical column of four successive shots. My little sister and I, for
the past couple of years, have been stopping at that booth every time she’s in town to create a
funny souvenir. But now it’s gone. We asked at the information desk, but the glazed-over looks of
the information gals let us know that we would need to take this to a grander authority. I don’t
want one of those moronic Your-Pic-As-a-San Diego-Postcard machines or one that prints the
same image on six dozen worthless stickers. I want a simple classic picture booth.

— Autumn Hancy, the net

Jeepers, Autumn! You and Sis put on your angora sweaters and pedal pushers and pony on down
to the Museum of Photographic Arts in Balboa Park. You can inaugurate its new old-fashioned
photo booth in the bookstore. (Actually, booths plural. One color, one b&w.) They’re straight
out of the ’50s and use the traditional chemical developing system; they’re not the digital
lookalikes. A strip of four shots for $2. You'll feel just like Pinky Tuscadero.

Early photo machines (ca. 1912) took tintype pictures. You sat on a chair, dropped a dime
in a slot, and positioned your head. The dime rolled over the on-switch, and a tintype disk rolled
down a chute and landed behind the lens. This triggered the lights and released the shutter. Then
the tintype rolled into a shallow dish with developing fluid from a top-mounted tank. When
your smiley face appeared on the disk, the attendant (or you) stuck it in an electric drying
device. The whole process took about a minute. Enlargements also could be made right in the
machine.

Since the digital *70s, chemical photo booths have faded away. Not whiz-bang enough
for today’s imagination-challenged youth, I guess. And environmental laws make them a pain;
you can’t dump old developer down the sink anymore. So MoPA is the place for you and Sis
to be, unless you want a burger and a shake too, in which case, go to the Corvette Diner in Hillcrest.
True to their theme, they also have a photo booth.

Dear Matt:
What’s the deal with this knack we humans have for hearing a song, especially a really annoying
one, and then going around with it playing in our heads all day? And why does it only happen
with music? Why not replay episodes of The Simpsons instead?

— Kristina, San Diego

We know the agony, Kristina. A few years ago we lost three elves to the Barney theme song. Just
collapsed at their desks. We looked for answers, but science was busy with something else, I
guess. They’ve wised up since then, but the field is still ripe for a definitive study. We might
subconsciously connect note patterns and rhythms with the familiar rhythm of our heartbeat;
that’s one theory about music’s power. It’s all very subconscious. But at least we now have an
official name for the condition: stuck-song syndrome; the offending ditty is called an earworm.
And wouldn’t you know, it was a professor of marketing who did the investigation. An effective
commercial jingle is one that clings to our brain’s music sectors and won’t let go.

A company claims its computer program can grind out pop-music hits based on common
top-ten musical characteristics. If the corporate juggernaut breaks the earworm code, we’re
doomed. Please sing the following to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It, Clap Your
Hands.”

If your brain’s clogged with an earworm that won’t die,
You most likely are a gal, researchers sigh.

Women suffer more than men do,

Though it’s also bad for those who

Are musicians or neurotics. Who knows why?

Very simple, repetitious tunes will stick.

If the song has lyrics, that will do the trick.
And a quirky pattern’s helpful

(Pink Floyd’s “Money,” for example),

To dislodge it, hit your forehead with a brick.

Music kicks us in a very primal part.

But the same cannot be said for Marge and Bart.
They are visual, not aural.

Smells have power too. Our moral?

The most magical of all must be a fart.

Got a question you need answered? Get it straight from the hip. Write to Matthew Alice,

c/o the Reader, P. O. Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186-5803, or fax your questions to 619-231-0489,
or e-mail to heymatt@cts.com via the Internet. A searchable archive of past columns is available at
SanDiegoReader.com.




It’s Just Lunch!

Put us to work for you!

At It’s Just Lunch we spend time with each of our clients one-on-one.
Once we've gotten to know all about you, we personally select
your dates based on our meeting. Put us to work for you today!

Downtown 619.232.8999
North County 760.268.0004

Dating for Busy Professionals® e 40 Locations Nationwide
Directors:

IS

. . . . ®
Stewart : i Dating for Busy Professionals

Michelle Jennifer For a fun, unique franchise opportunity: 619.234.7200
Mendez Peck
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BRAND CONTACT

LENS

» ) *15.20

—
— After rebate

| (with exam and

ES purchase of 8 boxes)

both eyes. R

*400 Off LASIK

There IS a difference in surgeons. Our Board of Ophthalmology-certified doctors have been
in practice in San Diego for over 20 years and have over 15 years’ refractive surgery
experience. We are not a surgery mill. Our doctors will see you for your initial consultation,
perform your surgery and see you for up to 12 months of unlimited follow-up visits. We
offer ALL alternatives. Don't risk your eyesight to the inexperienced. Regularly $2500 for

We will beat
price!

be undersold. R

any advertised

Just come in to any of our locations
and we will beat any price on exams,
contacts and glasses by 5%! We will not

*10 Off Any
Product or
Service

Not valid with certain plans or
insurances. One coupon per patient.
Offers may not be combined. Contact

lenses must include exam. Valid through

5/5/03. See office for details. R

Eye Exam 53 9* Comprehensive optometric exam.

With this ad. Expires 5/5/03. R

10 Off Contact Lenses

With purchase of 6-month supply of any daily or frequent replacement lenses.

Get Your Contacts & Frames Online!

Effective January 1, your eyecare provider will (on request) supply you with a copy of your
contact lens prescription. You can then order your contacts or frames online at
www.westcoasteyecare.com. Seen frames in magazines or store windows that you can’t
live without? Simply e-mail us with the frame and we will answer you regarding price and
availability within one working day. What could be easier?

to help you.

We provide total eye care

Whether you need LASIK surgery, contacts, glasses, or have medical problems, our staff
consists of board-certified ophthalmologists and TPA-certified optometrists who are here

“Above offers valid only with this ad. Ad must be presented at time of consultation and
may not be combined with insurance or other offers. See offices for details.

=/
WEST

COAST
EYECARE

ASSOCIATES
AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Our guarantee:

If for any reason you are not
completely satisfied with our
service or glasses, we will refund
your money. See office for details.

Extended evening hours.
Prescriptions filled. Glasses
duplicated. Most insurance,
Medi-Cal, Vision and Service
Plans accepted. MasterCard, Visa
and Discover accepted.

Special offers on our website:
www.westcoasteyecare.com

To be automatically connected to
the nearest eye care center,
please call: 1-800-346-eyes

College Area/La Mesa
619-697-4600

El Cajon
619-440-5400

Clairemont/Mira Mesa
858-565-8822

Alpine

619-445-2687

Escondido/Vista/RB
760-743-5872

South Bay
619-470-2700

SportingBox ===

Rough Company

egulars may recall a February column

where I expressed, after a lifetime of
avoidance, a desire to learn about base-
ball — not its rules and such, but the essence
of it, namely: What is it about baseball that
causes onlookers to voluntarily endure three
hours of tedium? Since then, generous read-
ers have e-mailed me with reasonable rea-
sons and hard-won pointers.

On my part, I have searched books,
magazines, and newspapers for the lost —
and therefore secret — entrance into the
heart of baseball. I’ve attended college-base-
ball games, talked to coaches, players, fans,
and, as I should have guessed, quickly found
myself in rough company. To be frank and
to the point, I fell in with a gang of baseball
enthusiasts. These sports sansculottes have
been participating in the same fantasy league
for 21 years.

Consider, for a moment, the enormity
of that statement. The same eight men star-
ing across the same table, making trades,
drafting players, misrepresenting their strate-
gies, for 21 years. Wives come and go. Jobs
come and go. Children are born, toilet-
trained, sent off on big yellow buses to their
first day of school, flunk English, manage a
first date, wreck the family car, breed, grad-
uate from high school, graduate from col-
lege, and, all the while, in the background,
eight men sit in a dimly lit room drinking
lite beer, drafting baseball players and mak-
ing trades.

The horror.

I will tell you, straight out, I have been
invited to join this league. There is more. I
accepted that invitation — although, in my
defense, I don’t recall accepting. However,
I am repeatedly told, by eight witnesses, that
I did. I am advised that physical violence
would be inappropriate at this time.

Here’s the point: certain financial ruin
lies ahead. This is why I’'m asking for your
assistance on an emergency basis. I require
your guidance explaining, briefly, profitable
fantasy-league moves.

Kindly study the following e-mails that
have been cc’d to me by gang members. You
may regard the lot as evidence, since they
were written by the conspirators’ own hands
and clearly expose a criminal cabal, one
already up and running, days before the
2003 baseball season begins.

Subject: Building vocabulary in preparation for the

Ugsome (UG-suhm) adjective. Dreadful, loathe-
some. From Middle English, from uggen, from Old
Norse ugga (to fear). As in many typical stories where
one child in a family becomes well known while the
other remains obscure, “ugly” and “ugsome” are two
words derived from the same root— one is an every-
day word, while the other remains unusual.
Thought You'd Want To Know,

Mighty Mo

Subject:
for the draft

Re: Building vocabulary in preparation

DEAR ALL:

My draft preparation will not include any reference
to the word ugsome. After all, itis spring and we are
all in first place. Instead, | suggest this word: invei-
gle (to win over by wiles; to acquire by ingenuity).
However, | might consider naming my team after a
barnyard animal.

Cash Cow

Subject: Re: Building vocabulary in preparation
for the draft.

Having time on my hands as | and My Lady trav-
eled to and from my sister’s in Tennessee, | began
my draft prep (all men know and tremble) and was
much encouraged. Third base? The deepest in years.
Second base? Many, many mediocre but perfectly
adequate fellows down around the ten spot? First
base? Fewer quarter bargains this year but still deep
enough. Now, as for center field, Rocco Baldelli of
Tampa Bay may be only a shade over five feet tall,
but his speed and power make him the best thing
since Albie Pearson and well worth a flyer. Pitching
is not quite deep enough if we have ten league teams
as seems likely, but with Wakefield back in the start-
ing rotation [Tim Wakefield, RHP, Boston Red Sox]
and Colon [Bartolo Colon, RHP, Chicago White Sox]
back in the AL, | think I'm going to be able to dope
it out.

But, as you, my Young Masters, know, the
best time to put together a plan is the night before
the draft, and | am in no way attempting to argue oth-
erwise. Remember: Gibraltar may crumble and Sad-
dam may tumble — but the beat-beat-beat of our Tem-
ple of Eternal Palms Memorial Fantasy Baseball
league goes on and on and on.

We are, and ever have been, only concerned
with the top ten at each hitting position, the top 50
starting pitchers, and the top 30 relief pitchers. We
don’t draft until a good three weeks into the season,
when lineups are mostly established and trends
begin to be evident. This is why we laugh in the
face of authority.

I am (and will always be),

draft Your Beloved Commissioner for Life
The Vegas Line
2003 NCAA
Men's Basketball Championship
Final Four
New Orleans, Louisiana
Saturday
Favorite Spread O/U 1st Half Line  1st Half Total Underdog
Kansas 41/2 153 21/2 73 Marquette
Texas 3 154 11/2 73 Syracuse
Odds to Win
Team Open Current Team Open Current
Kansas 6to1 7105 Texas 6to1 9to 5
Syracuse 5to1 7to2 Marquette 20 to 1 9to2

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.




RANKED “1 IN CALL QUALITY IN SOUTHLAND"®

THE CINGULAR

CHALLENGE - s svine

TRY OUR SERVICE FOR FREE!

NO Contract to sign, NO Bill to pay, NO Commitment to make!

We have never made an offer like this before. Right now at Cingular Wireless, we’re so confident that
we can provide you with the most superior call quality and service, we’ll let you try us on for size for
free! Right now get free airtime with no contract to sign, no bill to pay and no commitment to %
make. Once you experience our outstanding service, we know you’ll want to use Cingular service LT

forever. Plus with Cingular you can choose from a variety of rate plans that fit the way you use your E

phone; giving you more time when you need it for less money.

e
We know this is a bold offer. And once you try us, we know you’ll want to sign up in order to enjoy all the -
benefits of Cingular; including our exclusive Rollover minutes that allow you to keep your unused
s
anytime minutes and roll them into the next month, our extended night and weekend calling hours and Er_ir%;s‘_:m
]

a $50 trade-in service credit when you trade-in any non-Cingular Wireless phone for a Nokia 6590. So

start enjoying your free time today! It’s only for a limited time and it’s only from Cingular Wireless.

It's simple. It’s risk free. It's time to take the Challenge.

This offer is available only at select Cingular Wireless locations. Call or stop in

at any of the locations listed below to take advantage of this free test offer.

Authorized Agent of

X clingu

ar

WIRELESS
SAN DIEGO LOCATIONS: Encinitas Mission Center Valle
191 N. El Camino Real Suite 101 760-634-5999 5638 Mission Center Rd. 619-688-0303
Curlsblucl i Red Escondido Parkway Plaza
2088 £l Comino Real #D 7607202777 1875 South Cir. City Pkwy Ste. E 760-737-3400 415 Parkway Plaza(Next to McDonald’s) 619-4017632
Carmel Mountain Ranch Town Center Golden Triangle/UTC Rancho Penasquitos
I])] 8|35 C;’“" M. Rd. Sufte 1303 8584511080 8610 Genesee Ave. Suite B 858-677.7900 9945 Carmel Mountain Rd. Ste. D4 8587801920
aley Square (Off The Aero Drive Exif] G
407, rossmont Center (Next fo Payless Shoes) Santee
3D75I5NAIAWPI}::I F":‘W”Sf' 828627 27 % 5500 Grossmont Ctr. Dr Ste. D294A  619-667-5636 9625 Mission Gorge Rd. 619:-596:3225
el Mar Heights Shopping Center Hi . .
: ) 707, illcrest Village Sorrento Valley-Mira Mesa
12873 El Comino Real Ste. M1 "858793-4388 3975 5t Ave, S0 #130 619.2949596 9450 Seranion R Si. 106 854578111

Cingular Challenge offer available f select stores only. Offer requires a 50 deposit on the phone for a period of 15 days. Once phone is returned to the original location, $50 will be refunded in full. No purchase necessary, no contract required. Limited quanity of promotional phones available. Test consists of 40 minutes of irtime.
Rollover Minutes: rollover available on select CGingular Super Home Plans. Unused package minutes expire: (1) after twelve months, (2) immediately upon default or (3) if customer changes rate plan to  non-rollover plan. Rolled over minutes are not redeemable for cash or credit and are not transferable. Minutes will not roll over unti
after the first month's billing. Service Credit: trade-in offer expires 4/30/03. Trade-in requires new service subscription in Gingular's CA/NV/WA/ID markets, under a 2-year agreement on any Cingular rate plan. Customer must mail in an analog or digital handset, from a competitive service provider, along with battery and charger, all
inworking condition. Gingular is not responsible for lost or damaged equipment shipped. Mail in form provided at participating store locations; must be postmarked no later than 4/30/03 and within 30 days of activation date. Customer is responsible for postage. $50 service credit applied to customers bill within 60 days following Gingular's
receipt of equipment and validation of eligibility. Limit one per customer. Extended Night & Weekend Hours: Monday-Friday 7pm fo 7am Copyright 2003 PCS SmartMart . Al rights reserved.
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RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

TO HEAR A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND OTHER DETAILS,
CALL619-233-9797 ANYTIME. AT THE PROMPT, ENTER THE 4-DIGIT EXTENSION.

SHEEP Ao GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED
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BUDDHIST

x6n5 Hsi Fang Temple

"""" 4536 Park Blvd., University Heights
619-298-2800
www.hsifang.org

CATHOLIC

x6102 Holy Spirit Catholic Church

"""" 2725 55th St., Oak Park
619-262-2435
holyspirit@cox.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST

x6101 Canyon View Church of Christ

"""" 4292 Balboa Ave., Clairemont
858-273-5140
WWW.Canyonview.org

x6103 El Cajon Blvd. Church of Christ

"""" 2528 El Cajon Blvd., North Park
619-299-6812
www.ecbchurchofchrist.org

EPISCOPAL

X6117 St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church

"""" 6556 Park Ridge Blvd., San Carlos
619-460-6442
www.stdunstans.org

FOUR SQUARE

X6116 Vista Christian Fellowship
"""" 820 Williamston St., Vista
760-726-4856
www.vcfchurch.org
San Diego Reader’s Best 2003

LUTHERAN

x613 Christ Lutheran Church

"""" 4761 Cass St., Pacific Beach
858-483-2300
www.christpb.org

METHODIST

X610 First United Methodist Church

"""" 2111 Camino del Rio South
Mission Valley, 619-297-4366
www.fumcsd.org

NONDENOMINATIONAL

X611} Central Congregational Church
"""" 8360 Lemon Ave., La Mesa
619-466-1261

X6106 Journey Community Church

"""" 8363 Center Dr., La Mesa
619-464-4544
www.journeycommunitychurch.org

SCIENCE OF MIND

X6107 The New Thought Center

"""" for Creative Living
3505 Camino del Rio South #160
Mission Valley, 619-521-4800
www.thecenterforcreativeliving.org

THE SALVATION ARMY

x6105 Centre City Corps

"""" 825 7th Ave., Downtown
619-231-6000 x2300
www.usw.salvationarmy.org

X610 San Diego Citadel
"""" 4170 Balboa Ave., Clairemont

Denomination: nondenominational
Address: 1947 30th Street, Golden Hill, 619-238-
5578

Year founded: 1996

Senior pastor: Bishop Terri Mason
Congregation: 150

Staff: 2 full-time, 7 volunteers
Sunday school enrollment: 20
Annual budget: $100,000

Weekly giving: $2000

Singles program: no

Diversity: African-American, white
Dress: dressy

Services: Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m.

“More times than I can remember I've got-
ten calls from parents saying that their son or
daughter had died of AIDS and that the fam-
ily’s pastor refused to bury them. These par-
ents ask if I'll bury their son or daughter. Of
course I do it. Even if T don’t know these peo-
ple. Even if they’ve never set foot inside my
church.

“But I'll tell you something else. Some-
thing that may be hard

New Gospel. Janice Edwards, who sang for
George Clinton and who has recently given up
her club appearances in order to rededicate her
life to God, took the pulpit to deliver a ver-
sion of “Amazing Grace” that would have
made Aretha Franklin proud.

Bishop Mason and his congregation make
much of the fact that they are an “inclusive”
church, that they don’t care about anyone’s
race, color, nationality, or sexuality. Because
of this, I went to Imani Worship half-expect-
ing a wimpy Unitarian-style service.

The folks at Imani Worship talk and
shout about loving Jesus, about salvation,
about how Jesus has changed their lives, about
the necessity of being born again. When Bishop
Mason preaches, he uses the growl, stomp,
and irony employed by the best traditional
black preachers.

Last Sunday, however, he alluded to his
illness (“At one point I was so sick it took me
40 minutes just to put on my pants.”) He
listed aloud the many names for God given in
the Bible. He told us that the Bible used these
different names to

for you to believe. After
I bury these sons and
daughters, the parents
turn right around and
go back to the churches
where their pastors
refused to do their son’s
or daughter’s funeral.”

Bishop Terri

acquaint us with dif-
ferent aspects of God.
He said that God used
difficulties, such as ill-
ness, in a similar fash-
ion, to instruct us in
the many ways that God
can work in our lives
and draw us closer to

858-483-1831

Best Church for Miracle Healings

To place a religious listing, call 619-235-3000.

FREE PHONE + FREE ACCESSORIES + CASH BACK

ATsT Nokia Motorola _ Sony __ Motorola

550( hB (k V60 W T68i : T720
s Back 50 (£4%0 |

Nok 3360 CASH CASH 0 After

bzl BACK BACK . Rebate
T - -Mobile: i . g o

FREE: = 1

Mot (332 + §50 550 e 560 E 55 0

Sk 50 Atter | | Mer |\ (ASH

P Rebate ' Rebate ‘= BACK

Audiovox Motorola _ Motorola
9500 V60i 1720

FREE:

hcmzo After = After
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Mason has a rich voice him.
that glides between bari- After the service,
tone}land t(einor' Hlli BISHOP TERRI MASON BQShOP MafS(;ln té)‘ld me
thatt t t
gt | s | o
talks about something and Arts Center Diego have “incredi-
awful, it takes a while GOT? *Hﬂl bly large” numbers of
for the awfulness to gay men and lesbians.
sink in. “And the preach-
Sermon

His church, the
Imani Worship Music
and Arts Center, sits
beside the Big Kitchen
in Golden Hill. When
I first visited early last
week, I realized that 20
years had passed since

ers at those same
churches will from
time-to-time gay bash
from their pulpits. But
church loyalty is strong
in the black commu-
nity. The relationship
is very complex. I've

I'stood on that partic- Ililovl:.ers :: seen gay men and
ular block of 30th Street. F;1Ce nl:ﬁlc;g::** Sk women, after hearing
Backthen, Golden Hill | =7 T e such a sermon, kneel
was the sort of place Poor to satisfact ( ) before the altar and
where a women’s stud- 00T 1O SAUISIACIOTY ..cuvvvvviiininiiiiiiiiiinannnns none repent oftheir so-ca]led
. . Good * - 3 1.

ies major could rent a v p o sinful’ lifestyle. A few
cheap apartment while €1y 800 hours later, these same

. Excellent * kK

she worked on her dis- Extraordi AN people go out to gay
sertat]on There was, I XIrAOTdINALY ..uvvvennnnnnnniininiiniiiiiiiiine bars Ith]nk lt w()uld be
remembered, in the better if they just turned
space Imani Worship away from gay life alto-

now occupies, some sort of socialist/activist
center where a woman once spoke to me about
the Sandinista “liberation” of Nicaragua.

Golden Hill is now a place where one-
bedroom apartments run around $1100 per
month and where you can drop $700,000 for
one of the neighborhood’s cheery Craftsmans.
The Sandinistas are forgotten. Now people
talk about the “liberation” of Iraq. The social-
ist/activist center is now a place where a for-
mer singer for George Clinton’s Parlia-
ment/Funkadelics wails “Amazing Grace”
until she sobs.

Two years ago, before Terri Mason’s HIV
diagnosis was leaked to the public and before
Ebony magazine and the Union-Tribunebroad-
cast the news to the world, he was best known
for his voice, his gospel recordings, and his direc-
torship of the San Diego Interfaith Choir.
When I visited Imani Worship last Sunday,
Bishop Mason and his church sang for about
45 minutes. Traditional gospel segued into

gether than subject themselves, time and again,
to self-hatred and repentance they don’t mean.

“On the other hand, Imani Worship has
the largest prison-outreach program in the
city. We sometimes counsel young men who
out on the street are called ‘raspberries.’
Young men who sell their bodies for drugs.
‘Raspberries’ have sex with men to buy drugs.
And they think that just because they’ve had
sex with men that they’re gay. I know some
people in the gay community might disagree
with me, but when I counsel these young
men, I say, ‘Look, what you did had noth-
ing to do with your sexuality, with your heart.
You were living for your addiction. You’re
not gay.’

“Thisisn’t a gay church. It’s not a church
for heterosexuals. It’s a church for all people.
What I preach in this church is forgiveness.
Self-forgiveness. God’s forgiveness. God can
change lives. We see it happen all the time.”

— Abe Opincar




Selective about your dates?

With thousands
of San Diego
members,

let us find

your match.

Call our San Diego staff
for a FREE,

no-obligation consultation.

For your safety and
confidence, we perform
criminal background

checks on all new members.

We offer a membership

guarantee.

Nearly 100 centers

nationwide.

We have the best professionals
in the personal introduction
industry, with decades of

combined experience.

We combine old-fashioned
business ethics with a

state-of-the-art matching system.

If you relocate, your membership
is transferable to another
participating The Right One®

location or affiliate.

Toll-free

| m@) 1-888-215-7924

The Relationship Experts www.therightone.com
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Beautiful Face
Beautiful Body

EYEBROWS

UPPER LIP %

CHIN
NECK |
BREASTS Al
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STOMACH
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LY ™
19 Years Serving San Diego TOES ok

Start now! Be ready for the summer.

99 Laser Hair Removal
(Epilight) Special

Four times faster than conventional lasers.

Microdermabrasion *59

Includes face and neck. Reg. $150

Aromatherapy Facial *45

Reg. $90

Standard IPL-FotoFacial
from$99 per area

Intaglio e Epicuren e Dermatologic e Skin Medica

Free Electrolysis

15-minute treatment. $30 value. No obligation.

Sarah
lexander’s

3262 Holiday Ct. #201- 1-888-212-3620
(off LaJolla Village Dr., just west of I-5)
www.sarahalexander.com

All offers valid with this ad. Ist-time clients only. Expires 4/17/03.

Dear Aunt Trudy,
I have a friend T'll call Sandy who works in L.A. in
the film industry. We’ve been friends since col-
lege, and I value the friendship. Lately, the only
time Sandy phones me — and she does this two
to three times a week — is from her car, which
means she’s on a cell phone. She’s either driving
to work or home from work, stuck in traffic.
These calls are always very glitchy. We are invari-
ably cut off because the phone battery is low or
she goes through a canyon or there’s such bad
reception I hear nothing but crackling static. We
never have a complete conversation anymore,
even a short one. It’s annoying, and I've come to
dread these rushed, abruptly cut-off calls. [ know
she’s got a high-powered, busy job now, while 'm
a stay-at-home mom, but I wish I rated a call
from a “land line” where we could actually, you
know, talk.

DISCONNECTED IN DEL MAR

Dear Disconnected,

Some aspects of contemporary life are won-
derful, like the Internet, certain miracle drugs,
and so on. Then there are trends in contem-
porary living that seem like bad setbacks for
mankind. One of the latter, by my lights, has
to do with the fact that we're expected to do
more and more in shorter and shorter periods

of time, or all at once. This leads to the ridicu-

lous sort of counterproductive “multitasking”
you're describing. Increasingly, it seems, we
do what we do with ever-smaller fractions of
our attention. Can you take the initiative to
call your friend when you're pretty sure she’s
home and shift your conversations to that
venue? | shudder when | see people gabbing
away on cell phones behind the wheel.
Besides the loss of intimacy in conversation
that you rightly dislike, it seems unsafe for
drivers not to fully focus on driving. You could
try telling Sandy that you love talking to her,
and it galls you when your chats are interrupt-
ed by technical difficulties, so you’d appreci-
ate it if she could call you from home. Then
the two of you could enjoy some quality
phone time.

Dear Readers,

The following lovely letter is a response to a
previous column in which a young woman
wrote that her son had become fast friends
with a boy whose own mother was very
neglectful. The result was that the boy was
spending all his free time at her house, hav-
ing dinner there, not leaving until quite late,
making a considerable dent in the grocery
budget by raiding the refrigerator (he was
poorly fed at home), and generally camping
out at her house.

=
=
z
-
=

Dear Aunt Trudy,

I have a comment to make to “Angry
and Frustrated in UTC” from the
3/6/03 column. My comment takes
the form of a story about a boy (now a
young man) who became friends with
my nephew several years ago. I'll call
the friend Jack and my nephew Paul.
Jack comes from a similar problematic
situation mentioned in the column.
Some differences are that Jack’s
mother abandoned him when he was
quite small. Jack’s grandmother has
been raising him, and while she is a
well-intentioned person, she is also
elderly, does not drive, and basically
has had a hard time taking care of her-
self, let alone a small child. My sister
('Ll call her Anna) was initially
annoyed at the amount of time Jack
spent at her home. But the boys played
well together, so Anna decided to
make friends with Jack’s grandmother,
and Jack was included in many family
outings (to the beach, to Disneyland).
Anna helped make it possible for Jack
to play soccer on Paul’s team and even
made sure that the grandmother was
able to attend the soccer games to see
her grandson play. The upshot of this
story is that Jack has grown into a kind
and responsible young man. He and
Paul are still great friends. Jack’s
grandmother followed Anna’s lead
and has made sure that Jack receives
more and better-quality attention.

I realize that “Angry and Frus-
trated” may not have the resources to
do for Jon what my sister was able to
do for Jack. I just wish that she could
see past her irritation to the greater
good involved in letting Jon into her
heart and family. Yes, boundaries can
be drawn, but what [ want to say to
her is please don’t completely aban-
don this boy to the vagaries of his irre-
sponsible mother. At the minimum,
let him hang at your house and with
your son. Or perhaps try what my sis-
ter did: make friends with Jon’s
mother and try to help her. T know
this isn’t always possible, but some-
how I believe that making the effort is
what makes the difference.

PROUD AUNTIE

Write to Aunt Trudy c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or e-mail to
trudy@sdreader.com
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WANT HIGH SPEED INTERNET?
RAISE YOUR HAND.

Ricochet high-speed wire-free Internet®. Now available from NetHere.
Business grade speed with no phone, DSL or cable lines. Get instant Internet right
out of the box — plug in the modem, load the CD and go. You get unlimited access
and no per minute charges. Just $44.95* per month. Works with laptops, desktops
or PDAs. Compatible with PC and Mac.

Find out if you’re in our coverage area. Call 1 888 RICOCHET or visit
www.ricochet.com.

© 2003 RICOCHET NETWORKS INC.

ricachet.

high-speed wire-free internet

Brought to you by NETHERE

INTERNET SERVICES

oft contacts

INcCLUDES ExaM & ForLow-UP
Daily or extended wear ® Bausch & Lomb Optima FW  Select powers

complete
Eyeglass Special

Includes exam. Spring-hinge metal frames,
S.V. plastic lenses.

3 1 O7complete

Eye Exam Plus

One pair of glasses, two pair of
contact lenses.

3 1 3 8 for all three!

DR. PHILLIP LEVY, O.D.
FAMILY OPTOMETRIST

Q‘("\ﬁk
&
; - o2
5020-B Baltimore Dr., La Mesa (Next to El Torito Restaurant) d‘\gf\ /

1.800.555.3939 =~ "

Offers do not include previous purchases, other discounts, specials, or 3rd-
party plans. We accept most union and insurance plans. Single vision plastic @
lenses. Restrictions apply.

BALTIMORE DR.

Card

BestBuys

-EVE KELLY

“Once you’ve cut it, set it aside —

like a fine wine or cheese.”

Easter was fast approaching; it was time to
hop to it in the old basket department. In my
family, everybody gathers at Easter, and every-
body, young and old, gets a basket. My sister-
in-law Lisa is forever coming up with sweet lit-
tle handmade treasures, and this year, I wanted
to return the favor. I decided that my gift to all
the ladies of the family would

be homemade soap.

My first call was
to Herbal Accents in
Santee (619-562-
2650). Owner Con-
nie Smith told me
that she didn’t teach
soapmaking herself,
but that she knew
someone who did —
Laura Tubelle de Gon-
zalez. What Smith did offer
was soapmaking supplies, includ-
ing a beginner kit ($57) that contained pre-
measured quantities of coconut, palm, and
olive oils; a wood mold; a lab-quality glass ther-
mometer; an instructional book, a recipe and
two ounces of liquid scent. The kit, which could
produce 27 four-ounce bars, could be pur-
chased via mail-order catalog or through
her website (www.herbalaccents.com)
and could be shipped or picked
up. About the scents, Smith gave
me this morsel of information:
“Essential oils like lemongrass or
rosemary are natural products
made from plant material. Fra-
grance oils are synthetic; they’re
made in a factory and usually
come in an oil base for soapmaking
purposes.”

The next day, bubbly with excite-
ment at the thought of Eve Kelly’s Hand-
made Fancy Soaps, I journeyed to Chula
Vista to meet with Ms. Tubelle de Gonzalez
about her soapmaking class. She started with
arundown of soap’s basic components: “Soap
is three basic ingredients: oils or fats plus water
and lye,” a chemical base. “Traditionally, soaps
were made out of tallow, which is rendered
beef fat or sheep fat. I like to use vegetable oils,
because I'm a vegetarian. I use palm kernel oil,
coconut oil, and pumice olive oil — that’s from
the last pressing of the olives. It’s the opposite
of extra virgin; it’s like the slutty oil. In com-
bination, they make a nice firm bar of soap
that lathers really well.”

Tubelle de Gonzalez assured me that soap-
making was not difficult, but
added that “it takes a lit-
tle bit of organization
and time. First, you
dissolve the lye in
water; the lye goes
through a chemi-
cal reaction that
shoots the temper-
ature up to about 140
to 160 degrees. You
don’t want to move it
around too much, because
it’s a caustic substance. It will eat
through things, including skin — so you let it
sit. (Because of lye’s caustic character, protec-
tive eyewear and gloves are necessary in soap-
making, as is the presence of white vinegar, an
acid that will neutralize a base like lye. “Spritz
vinegar around your work area just for added
safety,” she advised.)

Next, “I melt my oils down in a microwave

drop to 90 degrees; the chemical reaction required
to turn these elements to soap works best when
they’re at the same temperature.” The tricky
part of soapmaking is determining just when it’s
time to stop stirring — when the soap reaches
trace. “You need to know how to recognize a
trace; if you've never seen it, it’s good to go to
aclass and learn what it looks like. Trace is when
the soap mixture is thick enough that when you
drizzle some on top, you see the mixture you
drizzled before it gets reincorporated.
Tubelle de Gonzalez warned me to “have
everything prepared ahead of time, because
once you mix the oils and the lye mixture,
you’re going to be stirring nonstop for 30 to
45 minutes. Have your soap mold lined with
agarbage bag and anything you need in terms
of scent. If you’re going to be adding anything
that makes the soap more interesting and per-
sonalized — such as herbs, oatmeal, dry milk,
or honey — have that ready. You need to move
pretty quickly so you don’t lose a lot of heat
between the time you stop stirring and the time
the soap goes into the mold.” For beginners, she
recommends “two tablespoons of herbs or other
dry material.” As for color, “food
coloring in this type of soap,
which is called cold-process
soap, won'twork. Thelye
eats right through it.
You have to use min-
eral pigments —
about a teaspoon
for an eight-pound
batch of soap.”
Once you've
reached trace and
added your goodies,
“pour the soap into your
mold and put the top
on— I use particleboard —
so that the heat doesn’t escape.
Wrap the mold in a blanket and put it
away for 24 to 36 hours. What happens in
soapmaking is a process called saponification.
That’s when molecules of fat bond to molecules
of lye; the reaction generates heat.” The pro-
cess starts during the stirring and finishes in the
mold. “After 24 to 36 hours, when you feel the
top, it will no longer be generating heat. The
soap will be solidified and at room tempera-
ture.” Then the soap is ready to be unmolded
and cut. “Once you’ve cut it, set it aside — like
afine wine or cheese — to cure for about three
to four weeks. In that time, it’s developing its
lather and firming up, and the rest of the water
is evaporating out.”

Tubelle de Gonzalez (www.sweet-
baysoaps@yahoo.com) also sells a beginner’s
soapmaking kit ($53), which includes a pre-

mixed bucket of the same oils she uses, a
wooden mold for the eight-pound soap
batch, a stainless steel thermometer, and
a choice of essential oils or fragrance oils
for scent. If you take the class, you get a ten-

page booklet that includes a soap recipe.
Her next Cold-Process Soapmaking class
($25) will be held April 19 at Herbal Accents
in Santee — call 619-562-2650 for reserva-
tions. Future classes include Melt & Pour
Soapcrafting at Foothills Adult School on May
10 ($20) and Cold-Process Soapmaking at
Foothills Adult School on June 28 ($20). Call
619-596-3657 for registration information.
While neither Smith nor Tubelle de Gonza-
lez sells lye, they both mentioned that it can
be found at Smart & Final.

and pour them into a stainless steel pot. You could
melt the oils down in the pot, but the microwave
is faster. Once the oils are melted, let them cool
to 90 degrees. You're also waiting for the lye to

1. Soap kit at Herbal Accents
2. Connie Smith
3. Laura Tubelle de Gonzalez
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2003 325i

The Ultimate

bmwusa.com Driving Machine®

JU =UA

*

Lease for 29 A

or 3.9% Financing'

You're better off at Harloff!

1302 Encinitas Boulevard » 888-623-0074

harloffbmw.com has it all!

*Lease at $299.94 per month for 36 months, 10,000 miles per year. $3,649 due at delivery including security deposit plus tax and license. 4 at this payment:
#H32519, #J25587, #H32657, #H34002. Offered through BMWFS. 13.9% available up to 60 months. On approved credit. Offer expires 4/30/03.

HARLOFF BMW g
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2000 BMW 323i

5-speed, sport package, moonroof. Looks and runs great.
1 only at this sale price $23,499.
Vin #KC69068

2000 BMW 328i

Loaded with optlons sport and premium packages, premium sound,
xenon headlights and automatic transmission. Black with black leather,
29,500 miles. 1 only at this sale price $27,499. Vin #R56680

2000 BMW 328ci
I E

Great-looking vehicle! Automatic transmission, leather,
premium package and xenon lights. 1 only at this sale price
$30,615. Vin #IN91347

2000 BMW 323i

The classic 3 series. Sand leather, premium package, moonroof,
automatic transmission. An extra-clean car with 28,500 miles.
1 only at this sale price $26,795. Vin #CA88640

2000 BMW 328i

Super-clean, only 24,500 miles. Premium package, automatic
transmission, fold-down rear seats, premium sound system.
1 only at this sale price $30,165. Vin #R16278

2000 BMW 328ci

The coupe of your dreams! Only 18,000 miles. Sand leather,
premium sound, moonroof and automatic transmission.
1 only at this sale price $30,495. Vin #JN93058

= Certified Pre-Owned =

el

Up to 6-year/100,000-mile

factory warranty.

Certified Grins!

1.9% Limited-Term
Financing Available Through
BMW Financial Services.

tOn approved credit with FICO score
of 700 or greater.

tFinancing for qualified buyers through BMW Financial Services NA, LLC,
subject to vehicle availability. Applies to specific models only. Price does
not include tax, title, license, doc. fee or emission.

Offer expires 4/30/03.
BMW
Certified Pre-Owned @
The Ultimate

bmwusa.com Driving Machine®
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ALL REMAINING 2002s MUST GO!

"0
CASH DOWN

Delivers Any Kia In Stock!
On Approved Credit

UPTO

*3000

CASH BACK

ON ALL ‘02 SPORTAGES

*1000

OWNER LOYALTY
REBATE AVAILABLE
TO CURRENT
KIA OWNERS
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OUR ADVERTISED CARS ARE HERE!
e NEW 2002 KA RIQ SEDAN [35 oo’
o

SELLING PRICE $9,388
Factory Rebate -$1,500

YOUR NET PRICE

$7,888

1 AT THIS PRICE: 089304

7C MSRP $12,614

floor mats,

cassette SD KIA DISCOUNT-$2,026

SELLING PRICE $10,588
Factory Rebate —$2,000

YOUR NET PRICE

8,588
- 1 AT THIS PRICE: 186391
i NEW 2002 KR SPORTAGE [15 e 55

h SELLING PRICE $14,388
e

Factory Rebate -$3,000
YOUR NET PRICE

11,888

1 AT THIS PRICE: 119494

All power, CD, MSRP $20,070
floor mats & more NEW SD KIA DISCOUNT —$1082

- SELLING PRICE $18,938

YOUR NET PRICE

$18,988

1 AT THIS PRICE: 081949

2001 SUZUKI
GRAND VITARA JLS

Auto, V-6, all power.
#151028

$11,888

2001 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE LX
Leather, 4X4, V-6.
#008829

$16,988

ED VALUES

2000 KIA
SPORTAGE EX

Leather, auto, loaded.
#5664902

$10,988

2002 KIA
SEDONA EX

Leather, moonroof,
captains. #6094300

$16,988

2002 KIA

SPECTRA GSX
Auto, AC, all power.

#056576

$9,988

2002 KIA
OPTIMA SE

Leather, moonroof, ABS.
#163977

$11,988

With the purchase of every new Kia, you're
covered by a warranty package for:

* 10 YEARS / 100,000 MILES Power Train
Limited Warranty
* 5 YEARS / 60,000 MILES Basic
Warranty Coverage
* 5 YEARS / UNLIMITED MILES
Roadside Assistance
& Trip Interruption Benefits

866-237-4832

4255 MISSION BAY DR. *Next to GUY HILL CADILLAC

Prices plus government fees, plus taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document

T

Make every mile count.

GUY HILL € CADILLAC

>

~ The Cadillac of Cadillac Dealers ~

Special Savings on
all Super Bowl
Courtesy Cadillacs!!

AVAILABLE:

o o
Financing
up fo 60

Months
ESCALADE ESV

A=
Cadillac
Models in

ESCALADE EXT

DEVILLE Conquest Rebate (NonGM Vehicles)
CERTIFIED NEW ARRIVALS DAILY!

PRE-OWNED \":ji _P, Not all vehicles qualify. Some restrictions

apply. Call for defails.

Check us out at:

WWW.GUYHILLCADILLAC.COM

*Payment at $16.67 per $1000. Financed at 0%. Financing on approved credit to qualified
buyers through GMAC. Not all buyers will qualify. Expires 4-10-03.

GUY HILL CADILLAC

4275 Mission Dr. r
BREAK ;'..E;,.:r THROUGH

preparation, any emissions testing. On approved credit. Limited time offer. While supply lasts.

Pacific Beach
Take the Garnet St. exit off -5 8 , , -2 54-222 ,




M Low Prices on Every Toyota... Not Just
Four or Five

Toyota Dealer For 2002 (sales up 67%)

g Yes You Can - Bring Us Any Toyota Dealer’s
Ad From This Weekend

1?( See Why We're San Diego’s Fastest Growing

SAN DIEGO

5910 Mission Gorge Road, San Diego

Mon-Sat 8:30am-9pm ¢ Sunday 9am-8pm

888-558-5622 ‘i

.8

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: toyotasandiego.com

tH‘EIETH
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Midway Jeep-Chrysler
777 Camino del Rio South
Mission Valley Auto Circle

BEST VALUES IN
AMERICA SALE! [l

Jeep

MIDWAY JEEP-CHRYSLER

Gjeep ey [N

a¥ Va¥ Va¥

Wranglers Libertys NEST

A~ = m 8-YEAR/80000-MILE
— — - 1 . - | . FACTORY-BACKED LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY"
g SIS 125-POINT INSPECTION

e M CARFAX' VEHICLE TITLE REPORTS

= 24-HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

CAR RENTAL ALLOWANCE

Great Selection!!! | Great Selection!!  GODGEDx

COME IN TO MIDWAY TO SEE THE WARRANTY!

03 &'04 ‘03 Ch g
ee r s er Cirrus LXI Cherokee SE SUV
p Y 8,995 | 11,995
#128334 CERTIFIED #54557 (0]
G ‘97 JEEP ‘00 JEEP
ran ero ees rulsers Grand Cherokee LTD SUV Cherokee Sport 4x4 SUV
12,995 12,995
###### {o] CERTIFIED #215500
i - = ‘00 JEEP ‘99 CHRYSLER
. : . I."r $Cherokee Sport SUV S$ebring LX Convertible
/| . 12,995 | 312995
i | | ﬁ- CERTIFIED #576737 CERTIFIED #603678
B o o " Tl ‘99 CHRYSLER ‘02 CHRYSLER
ik _.““lil - 300M Sebring LX Convertible
o === 12,995 | *15,995
1 e CERTIFIED #628455 CERTIFIED #1 32368
= ‘02 DODGE ‘00 CHRYSLER
Intrepid SE 300M
*15,995 16,995
CERTIFIED #188923 CERTIFIED #24 0012
"' ‘02 JEEP ‘00 JEEP
Grand Cherokee Laredo SUV | Wrangler Sahara Hardtop
000 *20,995 SAVE!
CERTIFIED #117912 CERTIFIED #803304

777 Camino del Rio South  Prices plus government

Mission Valley Auto Circle fees and taxes, any finance
charges, dealer document

TOLL-FREE: preparat!or] charge.and
877-526-5255 i
www.midwayjeep.com Expires 4/6/03.
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’02 GEM Large Gﬁa s P | 02 GEM 4-Seater
Utility Be - S | _ -

Ask for Sue, g - : { . )
Jeff, or Pavel. e ] www.midwayjeep.com

L L ‘ 777 Camino del Rio South e San Diego

s #031289 877'526'5255
4’995 Prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer document

preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Expires 4/6/03.




Save hundreds
of dollars at

anDiegoReader.com

Qindicates at least one North County
location

HEALTH & BEAUTY

@ A Doctor’s Weight Loss Clinic
$55 off initial fees

Advanced Dermatology & Laser
Derma peel $75

@ Advantage Laser Aesthetic Center
350 off laser hair removal
Adventures in Beauty

Eyebrow or lip wax only $5
Alexander’s Electrolysis

Free electrolysis

Anti-Aging Haven

$199 Botox w/microdermabrasion
Arena Eyeworks Optometry

Contacts - exam, 6-mo. supply $119
Jean Claude Atelier

A day in heaven $99

Aztec Tan

Free Mystic Tan

Azure Salon

$110 off hair extensions

Beauty Forever
Perm. lipliner $200 (reg. $450)

@ Bella Pelle Laser Center
$50 off laser treatment

Beyond Body Wraps Center
Free Collagen Body Wrap

Bliss Skincare

Free Dermalogica skin kit
@Bodycare

T-hour full body massage $39
Brazilia Skin Care

$10 of f Brazilian bikini waxing
CactusHairCare.com

Free hair care system trial pack
California Body Day Spa

$10 off 1/2-hour massage ext.

Carlsbad Mineral Water Spa
Royal treatment spa pkg. $160

Carole & Debi Hairstylists

Free designer haircut (345 value)

Claudete Hairstyling
$10 off haircut

@ Complexions, Inc.

Facial, microderm. & massage $140
Cosmetic Surgical Arts

Free Physician’s Choice™ package
Creative Cuts

10% off straight hair perm

@ Del Mar Plastic Surgery
Microdermabrasion, 3 for $199

Dentistry of Old Town

$20 off teeth whitening

Dr. Jefe’s Professional Body Piercing
$5 off any piercing

East County Vein & Liposculpture Center
Microderm. series, 5 for $400

F-Max Fitness
20% off training session or pkg.

Family Dentistry

Free teeth whitening

@ General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Free dental implant consultation
Gilden Family Chiropractic

Free adjustment and consultation
Global Laser Vision

Precision LASIK $589

Hair Sensation

$105 off hair extensions
Healing Hands

Face & neck photorejuve. $199

Dr. Robert M. Howard Eyecare Plus
6 pr. disposable contacts for $119

Indigo

Complimentary designer haircut
Inner Balance Massage

T-hour massage $42

Reza Kasiri, D.D.S.

Free orthodontics consultation

OKathy’s Garden
$10 off Saturday spa service

Dr. Susan Kaweski

15% off first skin peel

O Jeffrey S. Kerbs, D.D.S.

$100 off comprehensive exam
Philip Levy, O.D.

$25 off eyeglasses

Malin’s San Diego

Free deep condition. hair treatment
Meridian Skin & Body Clinic

2 power or 2 chemical peels $111
Howard Milstein, M.D., & Associates
Laser hair removal $95

MPi Clinic, Inc.

Free perm. makeup consultation
My Nails Day Spa & Nail Salon

$60 Diamond Microdermabrasion
@ The New Look Salon & Day Spa
Microderm. oxygen facial $95

O North Coast Medical Spa
Ist-time microdermabrasion $99

Optometric Centers of San Diego
Eye exam $39 ($69 value)
Oxford Hair Institute

500 free transplanted hairs

Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
Acupuncture: $20

OPro Tan

First tan free with coupon

@ Rancho Palomar Dental

Free child prophy

Edwin W. Reiner, M.D.

Botox only $9/unit

Rejuva Spa

$50 off Epilight hair removal

Ross Cosmetic Medical Group
10% off hair loss treatment

@ Santé Day Spa

Couple’s Retreat $145

Drs. Selby & Mecklenborg

Exam & contacts complete $69
Sonya of London

Head-to-toe pampering $135
Suddenly Slimmer

$10 off “ Fat-Burner Wrap”
Sunglass & Optical Warehouse

$20 off any prescription lenses
Symmetry Salon and Day Spa

Magic Tan $17 (reg. $25)

TanLine
5 tans only $39.99
@ 24 Hour Fitness

6 weeks for $29

O Ultrafit Nutrition Systems

$10 off any weight loss supplement
Urban Skin Care

$15 off Brazilian wax

VIP Salon & Day Spa

Pampering package $145

Viva Wellness Medical Groups
Botox $99 or collagen $199

Votre Beauté

Free home care kit (339.50 value)

@ West Coast Eyecare
$10 off any product or service

World Spa
10% off day spa packages

A&E Forum
Free art lesson w/suppl

urchase

Action Cyclery
Free gift box ($150 value)

Batteries Plus

10% off auto/truck batteries
OBicycle Warehouse

$25 off purchase

Black Mountain Bicycles

Free bike accessories ($30 value)

®Boot World
$10 off any item $50+
Buddha For You
Free Buddha

Enhancery Jewelers
Free bracelet

Fitness Direct
10% off equipment or free delivery

Guitar Trader
Guitar strings: 3 for the price of 1

Jay’s Birkenstock
10% off Teva sandals

La Jolla Embroidery

$10 off setup fee

Legends Home Furnishings

Pay no sales tax with coupon

McKeever Publishing
20% off meditation/spiritual books

Off The Record

$2 off any new or used CD
Park Estate Company

25% off vintage jewelry

San Diego Leather Jacket Factory
$10 off purchase

O Spin Records
30% off used records & CDs

Tara Picture Frames
Buy 1 frame, get 1 free

N FLECTRONICS g

Aqui Internet Services

Free month of Web hosting

ATS Computers, Inc.

Free computer diag. & cleanup
Audioland

Free pager, 1yr. svc., voice mail $99
Car Audio Heaven

Autopage car alarm $169 installed
800-USA-BEEP

New beeper free!

Page Me

35 off Motorola Bravo Plus pager
Q Talk Wireless, Inc.

$15 off any item

Touchtone Wireless
$150 gift cert. for Atomic Clothing

S EVERYTHING ELSE__4

@ A Touch of Class Limousine
3 hours $99

Absolutely Dancesport
Dance package $25

Academy Rentals
Free trailer rental

Advance Tickets
$5 off concert & event tickets

Air Adventures Skydiving
$20 off any first-jump course

@ Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Free private lesson

Asian American Repertory Theatre

$2 off admission

Atlas Tickets

Free delivery ($10 savings)
@ Aviation Adventures

Free flight video

@ Bridal Bazaar
$2 off admission

City Ballet
1/2-price ballet tickets

The Comedy Store
2 for 1 admission

Cyberzone Internet Gaming Center
One hour free

De Anza Springs Resort

Free visitor’s pass

@ Gem Faire

$1 off admission

@ Johnny & Rani Dance
Private dance lesson $25
Kita Ceramics

$5 off pottery seminar
LaJolla Residential Mortgage
Free home appraisal

Live Oak Springs Resort
50% off dinner

@ Mission Home Loans

50% off appraisal

O M. Paintball

Half day $20

Multi Media Arts

Free voiceover class
Neuro-Linguistic Training Center
Free "Master Your Destiny” tapes
Pacific Beach Surf Shop

Free skate or bike rental

Pacific Elegance Limousines
1free hour

Photopassport.com
Free photography consultation

OReal Personal Speed Dating
$5 off

San Diego Bridal Show
$2 off admission

San Diego Limo Buses & Limousines
1free hour

San Diego Pet Memorial Park
10% off any one service
San Diego Repertory Theatre
Half-price tickets

Sixth @ Penn Theatre
$2 off admission

Skateworld
2 for 1 admission

@ Sky Sailing
$15 off aerobatic glider ride

Skydive Elsinore

325 off freefall 1st jump course
Top Cat Limousine

1free hour

Vertical Hold
2 for 1introductory lesson
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BIEST DEAILLS IN "TOW IN!

Many come in Silver, white, Hyper silver or Chromium black finish*
15"...$480
17"...5650

Y Hyvpeer silver o Cloompann black Guseh shgduly Tagle

4

Tires

ra

16”...$599 18”...$940
NEW 2003 STYLES

Wheels 14”,..$399

Tires

16"...$575

22"...From $2990

TIRE SPECIAL
HIGH PERFORMANCE
195/50R15...534.85
185/60R15...539.95
205/50R15...549.85
195/50R16...545.85
205/40R16...548.95
225/50R16...549.95
205/40R17...553.95
215/45R17...$59.95
225/40R18...584.95
235/40R18...595.95

ME!

205/40R16...568.95
225/50R16...574.95
205/40R17...$69.95
215/40R17...578.95
235/40R17...597.95
215/35R18..9139.95
225/40R18..5119.95
275/45R20..5169.95

205/40R16...
205/40R17...
215/40R17...
215/45R17
235/40R17..5121.95
215/35R16..5141.95
225/40R168..5129.95
235/40R18..3149.95

18"...$875

1 Silver $1390
Chrome $1590

DES.)

“Best Deal on
Sunglasses”

—Reader's BEST 2003

N

_ / © | R
THE BIGGEST SAVINGS | _
ON THE LARGEST -
SELECTION OF EYEWEAR p&
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. | J
! NGLASS| |Y3WerR
ROPTICAL | vesace
WAREHOUSE E== ]
look for our huge gold & black sign! T AKU/V“
bt 356 92,0959 i
sokmssen oy | ORC

Radiant Skin & Nails

Spa Quality Products designed by Physicians

indulsesyoursel
MS_/JL[ ai 17_7(,7[

Manufacturer direct Price
30%- 50% Discount

Gel Cleanser, Skin Toner
Gentle Exfoliating Formula
Moisturizing Cream
Rejuvenating Cream

Complete Skin-Care Package
Only $ 74 o ($94 7 value)

New! prevent Jungal and bacterial contamination with
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.9 .
Performance Team Point Loma

Tires & wiheels 354D Rﬂsﬂﬂrans
(619) 226-1820

Chula Vista
842 Broadway l
(619) 476-0303

“W¥hilk supplies last™Pnces subject to change without notice “Carry out prices shghthy higher! MUST pressad this AD to racenve fhese prices,

Clear Nail & Skin Clear Formulas

Order Today for this Special Offer! iﬁ
www.novalife.net or 866,668.2543 I8

Start your New Life with NovaLife!™




FREE ACTIVATIONS

CAR CHARGER/ LEATHER CASE/ HEADSET/
BOOSTER ANTENNA/ RADIATION SHIELD/
BELT CLIP  \w\TH ALL PHONES

(] - [

'I.i.l.i'iil.illllli.l L N I--.I.I.-.Iliil.ll-.III'I.IE-.i-I-i.il-.'-I.i.ll-.I.-'i.lll.i'I'I.ll-
.0.0.0.0.0.0.00.00.0000000000400000000000000000000000000.
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L6-TM510 1000 NIGHTS & WEEKENDS

Silver or Black Finish = rm om = 2 2mrE fE ArmeEAe EEs e s rmmae ¢ s emo0 Motorola T720

500 min UNLIMITED NIGHTS Color Display =
700 min & o
1000 min WEEKENDS

400 min UNLIMITED NIGHTS °*39°%°
500 min &

700 min WEEKENDS
FREE USA LONG DISTANCE & ROAMING

L] L] L
- -

" BREAKTHROUGH SAVINGS
e FAMILY PLANS (as low as *20/line) I
e FREE JABRA HEADSET (4o value) Samsung |~
* MILITARY & SENIOR DISCOUNTS - %]
e BUSINESS/CORPORATE PLANS -l ), L6-VN4400

« NO CREDIT, NO PROBLEM = PREPAID | - N/ . jssf\

125" gist

L

L

L]
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., Sony
Nokia 3360 r 'l Ericsson T60i
|

i ®
Nextel i60c How business gets done.
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Plus You Make B < | Plus You Make

ss0 L °50

L] L]
-

Freefaceplat;-ux 250 min UNLIMITED $29%°
No Sales Tax! 600 min NIGHTS & °39* S on 1300

800 min WEEKENDS $49*

_ - * H $ 9
~ Motorola V60i FREE USA LONG DISTANCE FREE? 3000 min 49°

" FREE* After $50 rebat'e .
After rebate 5 FREE 600 Min $3999

! .
PSR 200 min UNLIMITED $29° CAMERA 800 min  $59”
}J Limited 550 min NIGHTS & °39* ; UNLIMITED

. TN
_ M 700 min WEEKENDS °*49°° ( _#;j Motorola 332 WEEKENDS
time offer’ S ESUEE=" N FREE USA LONG
o FREE USA LONG DISTANCE FREE ' DISTANCE AND

& ROAMING INCLUDED Eus - ROAMING

L]
-

* R |
.1--"""1. . P r— : . : Plus You Make
n  Se habla espaiiol ‘10 Family Plans available! ' $50

SPORTS ARENA -

wirelessiime -:692-4166 ——;

. Midway Dr: *
3555 Rosecrans Next to Rubio’s on the northeast corner of Midway & Rosecrans www.ewireless-one.com —

® 3K AFTER REBATE. *REQUIRES ACTIVATION ON 1- OR 2-YEAR PLAN! FREE ACTIVATION REQUIRES 2-YEAR VERIZON PLAN. EARLY TERMINATION FEE MAY APPLY. VERIZON NETWORK 1000 MOBILE-TO-MOBILE ON $39.99 PLANS AND HIGHER. SALES TAX APPLIES TO FULL RETAIL
VALUE OF THE PHONE. RATES AND PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. CARRIER REBATES AFTER 8-12 WEEKS. **$125 REBATE REQUIRES ACTIVATION ON $39.99 PLAN OR HIGHER ON YOUR APPROVED HANDSET AND 181 DAYS OF CONSECUTIVE SERVICE.
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The

FRONT-PAGE PHOTO CAPTIONS FROM T. JEFFERSON PARKER'S COLD PURSUIT

Point Loma

T. Jefferson Parker stares out the window of his Fallbrook office. What he sees is euca-

lyptus. “And then,” he said, “beyond the eucalyptus, there’s the tangerine tree and the

two orange trees and a lemon tree. We live off of those tangerines. They’re popular

around here, especially with our boys. I see an avocado grove off to my right and a

plum tree that’s naked right now, but will be budding out shortly. There’s a huge palm

tree where red-shouldered hawks nest. Beyond all this, of course, are rolling hills. It’s

still very much a rural place, Fallbrook is.”

And what Mr. Parker hears outside his
windows are the hawks. “They scream and
make this kind of aiiee sound. They’re look-
ing for squirrels and rabbits and mice. I've
got a tiny toy dog — a papillon — that I
walk outside several times a day to do his
deeds. I keep an eye on him when the big
hawks are cruising because those hawks
have been known every once in a while to
lift a cat or a small dog.”

Author of 11 mystery novels, including
Laguna Heat and the recently released Cold
Pursuit, Mr. Parker — “Jeff,” his friends call
him — moved to Fallbrook three years ago
(the T, by the way, like the S in Harry S. Tru-
man, stands for nothing. Mr. Parker’s
mother added the T because, she said jok-
ingly, she thought it would look good on
presidential letterhead). You’ll find Mr.
Parker’s titles not only in bookstores but on
airport and grocery store book racks and
riding atop bestseller lists. In 2002, the Mys-
tery Writers of America awarded his ninth
book, Silent Joe, with the mystery novels’
most prestigious prize — the Edgar, named

after Edgar Allan Poe. Mr. Parker, a Laguna
Beach resident for 20 years, is best known
for novels set in Orange County — fast-
paced plots whose atmosphere is described
as “sun-drenched noir.” Cold Pursuit is the
first novel he has set in San Diego.

Mr. Parker was born in 1953 in Los
Angeles. When he was five, his family —
mom, dad, the three kids — moved to
Orange County. I was curious as to what
Orange County was like in the late 1950s. “It
was fabulous,” Mr. Parker said. “I'm writing
a book about it now. My next novel is set
primarily in 1966 in Orange County —
Tustin and Laguna Beach. So I've become
newly fascinated with that time. It was a
great time to grow up. The late 1950s and
early 1960s were an era of vertiginous
change. You had powerful things going left
and right and these longhaired weird people
getting stoned all the time. But the country
was still being run by the guys with flattops.”

“Who,” 1 said, interrupting, “now seem
like great statesmen.”

“And then,” Mr. Parker noted, “they

were the guys we didn’t trust.”

Orange County, he went on to say, “was
very suburban then. It was a bunch of little
towns and a lot of orange groves, and when
we moved there in 1959 the building boom
certainly was on. But there were still a lot of
orange groves. And far different than it is
today. It changed immensely in the last three
decades.”

Mr. Parker is one of those rare Ameri-
cans of his age who lived in the same house
for almost all his growing-up years. Life, he
indicated, was pretty good. “It was Little
League and bodysurfing and a Country
Squire Ford station wagon painted red with
fake wood on it

I asked Mr. Parker about his boyhood
bedroom.

“Bunk beds, shared the room with my
brother Matt, who is two years younger than
me. A smallish room, but it opened to the
back yard, which of course had dichondra in
it, and we had a little black dog, a little
cocker spaniel mixed dog named Pudgie,
who was a delight.”

Mr. Parker recalled, in “Parker’s Place,” a
weekly column that he wrote from 1992 to
1995 for the Orange County section of the
Los Angeles Times, “I thought about the
hours Dad spent with me at the Little
League diamond, on Indian Guide cam-
pouts, in our Tustin garage where he would
stand me beside his magnificently organized
workbench and show me how to use a




sander, a plane, a level — and how to put
them back where they belonged.”

About his parents, Mr. Parker said, “My
mom was a secretary and a homemaker, and
my dad was an aerospace defense engineer
with a flattop. My mom was a little bit on
the hip and rebellious side. They were liter-
ary people as far as their interests go,
although they weren’t professionally literary
people. But they read widely for entertain-
ment and for information. Intellectual
things were encouraged, and yet we weren’t
really an egghead family. We had quite a nice
library in the living room of our suburban
Tustin home. We had a nice bookshelf and
we had a lot of neat books. We had big,

T. Jefferson Parker

fancy outdoor books because my dad was a
hunter and an outdoorsman. We had fic-
tion, from Jack London to Edgar Allan Poe,
which is what I cut my teeth on when I was
small, although the first thing that I can
remember truly, truly loving was a children’s
book called Shag, Last of the Plains Buffalo.
“That was such a great book. I've still
got it. My mom told me a story that I can’t
confirm or deny, but she told me that when
I was an infant that I was often inconsolable,
as small people are, and she found nothing
would console. I didn’t want to be hugged, I
didn’t want to be talked to, I didn’t want to
be fed, I was warm enough. There was noth-
ing wrong. But I was caterwauling. She dis-

N377V 3JAVA A8 HdVYIDOLOHd

covered that if she put me in the crib and
read to me out loud from whatever she was
reading, that I would be quiet, and my little
eyes would come into focus and I would lis-
ten to her read. Marjorie Morningstar was
my favorite book, according to her.

“I was always easily caught by books,
especially fiction. I was never a precocious
child. It wasn’t like I was one of those who
were reading at the age of four. I read on
schedule with the rest of the students but
always enjoyed it. And still do. It’s kind of
like whatever books I'm reading is like what
I'm eating, and when I'm reading good stuff
I feel pretty good. And if for some reason I
have to read bad stuff, it makes me feel
lousy”

Did his parents subscribe to the New
Yorker when Mr. Parker was a boy?

“I subscribed to the New Yorker in high
school. We were not an intellectually for-
ward-looking family. We were more conser-
vative — maybe ‘parochial’ would be the
more accurate word. We weren’t interested
in New York.”

Television-watching was strictly moni-
tored in the Parker home. “Mom and Dad
were very suspicious of the boob tube, or
the idiot box. We were good for a half an
hour a night during the school year, and
maybe a little more during the summer,
although not much. I think that we may
have been the last ones on the block to get
television. I don’t know if we ever got color
TV.1do know that we’d have to go next
door to the Fortners’ to watch the Laker
playoffs in color.”

His father, Mr. Parker said, “was a real
political animal — a full-on John Birch
Society agitator for a few years in the early
1960s. He always engaged us politically. We
had lots of political discussions around the
dinner table.”

Did his father stay with the Birch
Society?

“No. I think he just kind of outgrew that
kind of organization. He’s still a conservative
thinker, very much so, but he never was
much of an organization man.”

“When you and your brother and your
sister were still at home, did you have politi-
cal arguments with your father?”

“Oh, yes. We would have some pretty
good ones. Especially when we children
would trot back from school with what

continued on page 51

GE €007 ‘¢ (dy 4appay 0331 ues



36 San Diego Reader April 3, 2003

Parents' Music

MAKE IT
STOP

system is bumping. You would expect it to be a young

black man. The window rolls down...it’s my mother:
middle-aged, white, and singing along, “I like big butts and I
cannot lie.” I would be lying if I said my mother’s taste in
music isn’t eclectic. She listens to everything from Sir Mix-A-
Lot to Joni Mitchell to Toby Keith and the Dixie Chicks.
“Music has always been an important part of my life,” she told
me. Her mother listened to show tunes. Her father listened to
jazz. “And me, I loved Ringo.”

The black Ford Ranger sits at the stoplight. The stereo

She began listening to Sir Mix-A-Lot when she took a trip
WHENEVER with her sister to see the Dr. Phil show. Her sister sang Sir
Mix-A-Lot’s ode to a woman’s behind, “Baby Got Back”: “I
HE HEARS like big butts and butts and butts and butts.” And her sister’s
kids think it’s hilarious. My mom said, “I remember I'd seen
“YELLOW,” the video and it was people dancing on butts.” Her reaction
was “astonishment, I was just glad it wasn’t breasts.”
HE INSISTS After she’d downloaded the song from Kazaa, she decided
to check out the rest of the CD. She liked it because “it was
ON THROWING rap I could understand.” Her favorite track on Sir Mix-A-Lot’s
LP Mack Daddy is “Swap Meet Louie” because “I could see it
IN OOH’ S taking place at the Spring Valley Swap Meet.”
One of my mom’s favorite activities is driving her red
AND OH’S Mazda Miata and singing along to her favorite tunes. “People
look at me, especially if I'm singing something like Queen or
WHERE 77 Top,” she said. While driving the streets of El Cajon, she
listens to ZZ Top. For curvy mountain roads, she listens to
THERE Phantom of the Opera, because “it’s as dramatic as the road.”
And while most of the stuff she likes is fairly old — music
AREN’T ANY like the Beatles, Queen, and such — she admits to liking some
of the new stuff. One of her newest obsessions is the Dixie
IN THE Chicks. “I love them because their songs are little stories.” It
also doesn’t hurt that they cover two Stevie Nicks songs on
SONG. their newest album, and Fleetwood Mac happens to be one of

my mom’s favorite bands. Although her
music taste is strange, it all makes sense
in a way; no matter what she’s listening

to, it’s all her.
N vs. the Beatles. Teenagers are
notorious for rebelling against
their parents’ music. I am no exception.
There are certain songs my parents lis-
ten to that drive me crazy. Once in a
while my dad will play some hard-core
heavy metal — Metallica and Black
Sabbath are popular — and it just
seems so harsh, like, really loud noise. It
makes me cringe. Then there is Mom,
with her soft-and-easy genre 96.5-type
music. It’s tolerable, but after about ten
minutes it will put you to sleep.

I happen to be a connoisseur of
several different kinds of music, so I
like some of the things they listen to.
On cleaning days my mom will turn up
some Bob Seger, Pat Benatar, or Queen
(“We WIill Rock You” is a favorite). We’ll
all dance around the house playing air
guitar while we dust and mop and

— Allison Williams,
Granite Hills H.S.

elly vs. Bob Dylan. The Strokes

Allison Williams (in passenger seat) and Reni Williams

scrub. The car is another favorite place
to play music. CDs with Aerosmith,
Billy Joel (“It’s Still Rock and Roll to
Me”), and Bon Jovi are played often,
which are definitely better than letting
my family go a cappella.

My dad doesn’t like rap very much,
or hip-hop either. He usually only turns
on music if he is working at home, sit-
ting at the computer. On occasion, he’ll
get us all in the living room and play
some Kiss or AC/DC, and my little sis-
ters, too young to know any better, run
around pretending to be the band and
my dad will play air drums, because he
used to play when he was younger.

Both my parents have this fetish
with classical music and opera. I used
to loathe it when I was a kid, and I’'d
run to my room and shut the door so I
couldn’t hear it. I guess I've developed a
tolerance for it now though, because
whenever they play it — at home, any-
way — it doesn’t bother me so much.

The worst part about my parents’
taste in music is not what they like but
what they dislike. Some of the songs I
listen to — pop, funky dance songs,
and punk — at least one of my parents
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cannot stand. Anything
controversial, like Em-
inem or Rammstein, is a
no-no, and my mom
doesn’t like Linkin Park
or Rage Against the Ma-
chine. My dad makes fun
of music like Vanessa
Carlton or Jewel. They
won’t let me listen to
some of it unless I use a
headphones, which is an-
noying, especially

because they disregard
whether or not I want to C
listen to their music.
— Erin Bala,
Helix H.S. C

henever a dull
"\,mmmmP
rives while my

dad is driving, you can be
sure that he will power
up the radio and set the
tuner to 103.7 “The
Planet” (“your home sta-
tion for classic hits”). Not
only am I crammed

longside my brother in

our tiny Honda Civic,
but to be subject to this
sort of torture is arguably

ruel and unusual pun-

ishment. My dad’s music
makes me crave my own

ar so that I can have
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without notice. Rates above based on a

control of the radio.

My dad’s two fa-
vorite musicians are Billy
Joel and Elton John. The
latter annoys me. My
dad’s singing only makes
matters worse. A high-
pitched squeal escapes
from my dad’s throat as
Elton hits the climax of
“Daniel.” I do my best to
block my ears, with a pil-
low or seat belt.

It used to be a tradi-
tion on every long trip
that Don McLean’s
“American Pie” would
find its way to the tape
deck. My dad would sing
along without much re-
gard to our safety as he
merged carelessly onto

the expressway. Dad, you
never had a Chevy; Dad,
you never met James
Dean (and if you had,
I'm sure he wouldn’t
have let you borrow his
coat).

Dad once told me,
“The music you liked as a
kid is the music you'll
like for the rest of your
life.” Can you imagine, 50
years down the road, the
peaceful melodies of Em-
inem or Kid Rock
reverberating through
the halls of convalescent
homes nationwide? Me
neither. There eventually
comes a time to give it
up. Sure, some remnants
from the Beatles or Jimi
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550 OFF

with program
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Hendrix will remain clas-
sics. But for most of the
songs in my dad’s reper-
toire, I can’t wait for the
day the music dies.
— Greg Finley,
El Capitan H.S.

henever any-
W

mentions the
“generation gap,” I notice
that music is always
mentioned. It doesn’t
surprise me a bit. Quite a
few of the arguments that
go on in my family
spring from disagree-
ments in musical taste.
For example, how can my
dad stand to listen to that
Creedence Clearwater

A
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GOLDSMITH
2725 Congress St., Old Town

Revival song “Suzie Q”?
The guitar riff in it is an-
noyingly repetitive, and
those lyrics? “Oh, Suzie
Q. Oh, Suzie Q. Oh, Suzie
Q, baby, I love you. Suzie
Q. I feel as though I lose
IQ points by listening to
it.

And doesn’t Elton
John ever get old? I have
nothing against him, but
must my father sway and
bounce and crank the
volume until our seats vi-
brate every time Elton’s
on the radio? The same
goes for Santana, espe-
cially “Smooth.” Terrific
song, but I think some
sicko DJ tried to use it to
set the record for “most
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overplayed song of all
time.”

Dad has an interest-
ing style of singing along.
He sings the line after the
musician has sung it, not
at the same time. Or if
the station changes or the
song ends after some-
thing he likes, he
continues to sing it while
another song plays, so
that nobody else can hear
the music that’s on. Ev-
eryone has songs they
love, but let it go, buddy!
We’re playing something
new now!

As a little kid, I used
to cover my ears when-
ever I heard a song I
didn’t like. ’'m more

courteous now, but my
gut reaction is the same:
“Make it stop!” However,
I accepted long ago that
any form of protest is
useless. So I stare out the
window and employ
meditation techniques to
escape, or if 'm at home,
I go into my room and
turn up a CD of my own.
At least we see eye-
to-eye on some things.
Often, we listen to the
soundtrack from the
movie K-PAX together.
It’s soothing, melodic,
and nobody can sing
along because it’s all in-
strumental. Dad’s also
warmed up to some of
my music, like Coldplay.

i

JnAi:llTr\

5376 Napa St. » 298-0865

(off Morena Bivd.) www.rack-it.com

Bike Racks

From fork mounts to upright carriers,
we have bike racks for darn near

every frame size and style.

But that has its down-
falls, too. Whenever he
hears “Yellow,” he insists
on throwing in ooh’s and
oh’s where there aren’t
any in the song. Sure, it’s
annoying sometimes. But
when a favorite Linkin
Park song of mine comes
on the radio, I think Dad
tastes his own medicine.
So, it all works out.

— Mariah MacCarthy,

Clairemont H.S.

eration gap between

my parents and me is
most often created by
music. On car rides and
certain occasions, our
tastes in music can col-

I n my family, the gen-

lide. Sometimes this col-
lision is peaceful; I
appreciate classical mu-
sic, my mom endures
rap, and jazz suits us fine
(though I still shudder at
“smooth” jazz).

The rest of the time,
however, our music tastes
collide to create ugliness
and noisy discomfort.
can’t stand most adult
contemporary, country
music tests my sanity,
and a weepy ballad
brings me to fury or dis-
gust, but not tears. My
parents tend to embrace
these genres, and my
threshold for bad music
has increased.

Everything that
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seems to attract my par-
ents to easy-listening and
nostalgia pop — the
comforting humility, the
soft tempos, the positive
but too often unrealistic
optimism — seem super-
ficial, like they were
created to hum over the
credits of animated films
or steer the older work-
ing class toward calmer
mental pastures.

When I hear adult-
contemporary tracks like
Celine Dion’s “My Heart
Will Go On” or Aero-
smith’s “I Don’t Want to
Miss a Thing” (a shame-
ful tearjerker if there ever
was one) or country
songs (will Shania Twain

VIAGRA-

Rx Fulfillment & Refills

® 20% Discount

® Free Pill Splitter
Double Your Value

® Free Medical
Consultation/Exam

New from Novallife...
Intim.ate
Sernsatliorns

A superior lubricant to
enhance sexual pleasure.

and Faith Hill please
stand up?), I long for
musical genres based
upon instrumentals and
energy. Unlike the gener-
ations before them, my
parents and their middle-
aged counterparts (25
years old to 60) don’t
dance or pretend to
prance onstage. Instead
they hum along with the
tune, whispering the
lyrics in sympathy and
understanding of the
song’s emotional depth.
In 50 years, we won’t
need retirement homes,
we’ll just play cheesy love
songs and anthems of
dedication to lull the sur-
vivors to rest.

Largest
Selection
in USA.

& OTHER ASIAN ART

6360 El Cajon Blvd. (Near SDSU)
Closed Tues. & Wed.
619-582-5000
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When my family
traveled cross-country
last summer, we sifted
through music
aplenty — Nick Drake,
Celine Dion — before we
found something every-
one could enjoy, the O
Brother Where Art Thou?
soundtrack. As the trip
wore on, it had been
played so much that
none of us — especially
me, who bought the al-
bum — could stand it.
We thought of taking it
out of the CD player, but
every time we remem-
bered our other music
choices we shoved it back
into the car stereo. It
would be that or silence.

— Samy Amanatullah,
Torrey Pines H.S.

he Eagles made
I music my parents
like that I could

never like. Their songs
have meaning, but I find
them annoying because
they have no rhythm
whatsoever. Then there’s
that song “Mrs. Robin-
son.” I have no idea who
sang it, but I don’t see a
reason for that song.
Who would want to lis-
ten to a song about a
woman named Mrs.
Robinson?

When my parents
listen to these songs
while ’'m at home, I try
to tune out by reading a
book or listening to my
own music in my room. I
find nothing wrong with
my parents listening to
the music they like, but
sometimes they act like
they’re still teenagers by
dancing. My mother
loves the Beatles, but I
dislike the dancing that
comes along with the
music. I find it disturbing
when I see adults dancing
those ’60s dances. Espe-
cially at a party where
adults dance like they are
still teenagers...those im-
ages can never leave my
mind. When my siblings
and I complain about it,
all our parents say is,
“Just be happy that your
parents are having fun.” I
am happy about them
having fun, but we just
find it disturbing when
they dance. They like
their music because that’s
what they grew up with. I
try to avoid going to the
same parties they do. m

— Alecsis Ducusin,
Morse H.S.

A clinical research study
is being conducted for a
potential new treatment.

A nationwide research study is currently underway to investigate
a study drug to treat patients with insomnia. The study will
include participants at medical institutions throughout the United
States. Qualified participants will receive study drug and study-
related physician visits at no charge. If you would like more
information or think that you may be eligible for this study,
please contact the physician’s office listed below.

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4561

Depression

If you are experiencing
DEPRESSION but it has not
impacted your SEXUAL
FUNCTIONING, you may
qualify to participate in a
research study evaluating
an investigational medi-
cation on the sexual
functioning of individuals
suffering from depression.
Qualified volunteers will be
compensated.

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4567

Struggling with
Knee or Hip Pain?

If you are between the ages of 18 and 80 and
suffer from symptoms of osteoarthritis of the knee
or hip, you may be interested in a clinical
research study of an investigational medication.
The study includes medical evaluations,
investigational treatment and compensation for
your time and travel.

Optimum Health Services
619-667-4567
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Private Eye Tom Hickey has returned from Denver’s sub-

zero temperatures, and he’s grateful for the warmth of

his home turf, wartime San Diego, where it’s going to be
a great Christmas. He’s back with his wife Madeline and
daughter Elizabeth, and they’re a family again. The only
glitch is Cynthia Moon, the sexy songbird in the night-
club he co-owns, Rudy’s. She’s the reason he went to
Denver — to get rid of that lousy punk Katoulis, the
contract killer Cynthia’d hired to do in her mother’s
lover, “The Master.” But he wasn’t protecting the “Mas-
ter”; he believed Cynthia when she told him the charla-
tan had raped her. But if Katoulis killed the bastard, Cyn-
thia would get blamed. And her singing career would be
over (not to mention her life). Besides, Hickey had an old
score to settle with Katoulis, and now the deed was done.
Or so he thought...until he walked into Rudy’s, after
some last-minute Christmas shopping, and heard that
Charlie Schwartz, Katoulis’s boss, was sitting tableside,
basking in Miss Moon’s glow.

Hickey took a
sip of Dewar’s,
then set down
the glass and
walked through
the crowd to

where he could

CHAPTER 24

Hickey’s watch read 10:15 when he got back to his car in
the lot behind Rudy’s and crammed a small fortune’s
worth of parcels, all labeled MARSTON’S, into the trunk.
The girl ought to be in the middle of her second set, he
calculated as he walked to meet Skeeter. He tipped the

watch the girl.
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riled at you?”
“Who’s everybody?”
“Miss Moon. Mr.
Castillo, and that bald guy
that has the big Chrysler.”

EINAL 4 SALE!

Santa Fe Depot, 1948

“Charlie Schwartz.
What'd they say?”

“All T heard was them
cussing you while they came
out the door. Then I had to
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run for Mr. Castillo’s car. It
was just a while ago.”

“Theyall leave together?”

“Only Mr. Castillo. Miss
Moon and the bald guy went
back in.”

Hickey nodded, told
Skeeter happy Christmas,
and walked through the
kitchen door. Over the clat-
ter of pans and the steaks
hissing, the girl sang a
promise to work and slave
for her man. Hickey dashed
through the kitchen to avoid
Chef LeDug, Phil, and the
waiters who, after his two
days gone, would sure have
disputes or petitions to throw
at him.

Rudy’s was so packed
it didn’t leave people enough
room to sweat. Castillo
must’ve gathered more
tables, squeezed everything

together, pinched the dance
floor down so small that
Hickey figured they ought
to post a sign — NO FAT
DANCERS OR PETTI-
COATS. He made his way
to the dimmest corner, where
the bar ended near the door
to his office. From there he
watched Cynthia. The Santa
cap she wore was white. A
red one would’ve clashed
with her hair. Christmas
lights above the stage —
green, blue, red, orange —
reflected off her shoulder-
less knee-length pearl-col-
ored gown. The shoes and
gloves matched. A ruby
brooch adorned her chest,
dead center.

She’d talked to Char-
lie Schwartz, must know
about Katoulis and realize
that any second a cop might

stroll in and drag her away,
yet no agitation appeared
in her voice or demeanor.
Lost in the song, she radi-
ated passion, and afterward
she stood coolly as Venus
in Denver, basking in the
applause. As though each
of them believed she'd caught
fate in a headlock.

Again Hickey scanned
the dining booths and tables,
searching for Leo or Char-
lie Schwartz. He spotted the
gangster at a table along the
wall near the kitchen and
made his way there through
the bustle of waiters, busboys,
wandering customers.
Schwartz faced the stage,
sitting across from a Latin
doll who looked as if she’d
spent three sleepless nights
and days perfecting her
makeup. There were no

empty chairs to pull up.
Hickey squatted beside the
gangster, who turned just
far enough to shoot a mur-
derous scowl.

“Go on,” Hickey said.
“Tell me I’'m a goner or
something, before I boot
you out of here.”

Scooting his chair
around, the man faced
Hickey. His right eye squinted
while the rest of his face
looked mild, perplexed, as
though he couldn’t com-
prehend anybody wasting
such a kind soul as Donny
K. “AllT’m gonna do is wreck
your life, Tom. Buy you a
ticket to the gutter”

“How’s that?”

“First, the girl’s mine.
You can have her till New
Year’s. Don’t want her to
land in L.A. with abum rep-

utation, for leaving you cold.
Two weeks, she’ll be head-
lining at the Doubloon,
Santa Monica pier. Me and
my brother are buying the
place, branching out. Real
estate’s a bust these days.”

The orchestra kicked
into a bouncy number,
“Don’t Sit Under the Apple
Tree” Clyde had snatched
Harry James’s arrangement
from the film Private Bucka-
roo. When Cynthia cut in,
she energized the lyric more
than had all three Andrews
Sisters. Charlie Schwartz
offered Hickey a predatory
smile.

“Drink up and scram,
before I've gotta embarrass
you in front of the lady”
Hickey stood, ambled away.

“Watch out for Donny’s
ghost,” the gangster called

after him.

Hickey weaved his way
back to the bar, where he
found Leo straddling his
own favorite stool, next to
the olives and cherries. Offer-
ing a handshake and a trou-
bled frown, Leo said, “Hell,
I figured you'd take the night
off or else crawl in looking
like what’s-his-name when
he climbed out of the whale’s
belly”

“Jonah?”

“Sure. And you come
strutting — makes me won-
der if Denver was a lie and
you been hiding out at
Warner Springs, soaking up
mineral waters, leaving your
old partner to drive him-
selfloco following this jail-
bait around, watching her
shimmy and croon. Mean-
while, Mrs. Dortmeyer’s in
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atizzy on account of T haven't
had an hour to deduce which
one of the Okies is pilfering
chocolate cream pies outta
her bakery, and Vi’s bad-
gering me just as bad as the
Dortmeyer dame. The girl
beds down, I sneak home,
figuring to snooze a couple
hours, but first I gotta whis-
per sweetheart stuff to Vi,
else in the morning she’ll
poutand accuse me of plan-
ning to run off with some
piece of young fluff, on
account of she’s gone droopy.
I gotta tell her droopy’s pretty
as anything. It wears a guy
out, lying at four a.m.”

“That was a mouth-
ful,” Hickey said.

“You try mixing bour-
bon and coffee,” Leo grum-
bled, “see if you can shut
up. You feeling as good as you
look?”

“Better. Charlie Schwartz
threatens to ruin me, first by

stealing the girl. Oughta
bother me, but no — see,
after tonight it looks like
Madeline and I are okay”

“Swell news. You drink-
ing the usual?”

“Yep?”

Leo hailed the bar-
tender, motioned toward
Hickey. “Bring my pal a
Dewar’s, on the house.”

“How’s she doing?”
Hickey asked.

“Who’s that?”

“The girl?”

“Looks mighty fine to
me. Tom, next time she puts
a hit on the guy;, if there is
anext time, Schwartz’ll take
care of the deal. You could
follow her till doomsday, all
the good it'll do. You and
me oughta get some rest,
forget the girl”

“Soon as I talk to her,”
Hickey said. “Wait around
afew minutes, would you?”

Leo nodded. Hickey

took a sip of Dewar’s, then
set down the glass and
walked through the crowd
to where he could watch the
girl more closely, from the
street-side corner of the
stage. He stood against the

melody, while Cynthia
announced that she heard
the trumpets.

Hands behind her back,
she swayed a little, side to side,
as if the delight she sang
about had loosed her body

Hickey rolled down his window to

clear the smoke away, got his nose

bitten by the chill, misty air and

acrid whiffs of fertilizer rising

off lettuce, tomato, and

strawberry fields.

wall. The girl leaned toward
the microphone.

“Takin’ a chance on
love,” she crooned.

Clyde waved the horn
section to a crescendo, then
lowered them into the

15\ FROG’S
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to move as it pleased. Her
head bobbed. The ball on the
end of her Santa cap swung
like a metronome. When
Ben Sykes soloed on trum-
pet she stepped back, hold-
ing her wistful smile, and
gazed across the room, from
the kitchen wall where Char-
lie Schwartz still sat to the
opposite side, where her
eyes caught Hickey’s. Her
lips shrank inward, her body
stiffened, and the hands
jerked around from behind
her to grip and press against
her thighs. For the last two

bars of the solo, she stood
like that, before stepping
forward to sing about rain-
bows and happy endings.

The first couple words
had strained, then her hands
unpeeled, swung at her sides.
A blissful smile broke free
and carried her through the
last few lines. An instant
after the final note, her knees
folded slightly, her shoul-
ders seemed to drop a foot.
It looked like she’d faint.
She held herself up. Tried
to bow. Her head jerked so
fiercely that the Santa cap
flew off. For a hideous
moment, before the eyes of
Rudy’s all-time biggest
crowd, Cynthia wept into
the microphone, with gut-
tural sobs and her face
streaming as if her tears were
the last drops of hope leak-
ing out.

She started to bolt
toward Hickey, then halted
and groped on the stage for
the Santa cap. She clutched
it to her breast and leaped
off the stage. When she hit
the floor, one of her heels
snapped. She kicked the
other one free and ran, shoul-
dering her way through the
crowd, jarring a couple tables,
clipping a waiter so that his

tray slipped and steaks got
delivered plateless onto a
booth. Cynthia plowed and
staggered her way past the
coat check and out the front
door.

Hickey found her
perched on the green rim of
the sidewalk, waving her
arms as though hailing a
cab or any other car that
might stop and whisk her
away.

When he touched her
shoulder, the girl wheeled
and socked him in the belly,
hard as some men had wal-
loped him there. “Judas!”
she screamed, and tried to
kick him in the groin. Hickey
sidestepped, only got a glanc-
ing blow to his thigh. It
must’ve sprained her bare
toes. She hopped on the
other foot and bellowed,
“Bastard, you killed my
daddy,” then whipped
around toward the street
and yelled it again.

Leo, who'd been watch-
ing from the doorway;, edged
close to Hickey. “Schwartz
just beat it. See him
running?”

Hickey looked in time
to see the gangster jump the
curb and disappear behind
the office building across A
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Street. The girl must’ve
believed she saw a cop or
her guardian angel up the
block because she’d started
hollering in that direction,
“Help me. Get me out of
here”

Charlie Schwartz’s sil-
ver limousine nosed around
the corner off Fourth onto
A, drove halfway up the
block, then swung a U-turn
that included both curbs
and prompted squealing
brakes and a medley of horns
all along A Street up past
Sixth. It skidded to the curb’s
green zone. The rear door
flew open. Cynthia dived
in, and the Chrysler sped
away.

Clutching Leo’s shirt-
sleeve, Hickey yelped, “Keep
it in sight.” He darted into
Rudy’s, dodged like a swivel-

hipped halfback through
the kitchen, and sprinted
out to his Chevy; he sped out
of the lot and up Fourth to
where Leo waited beside the
stop sign. The old guy
jumped in. “They made a
right on Broadway, Tom.”
The Chrysler had only
gotten a few blocks” head
start. Hickey caught sight
of it as it passed the Santa
Fe depot. The girl, Schwartz,
and probably the driver, all
knew Hickey’s car. But in
traffic with all the lights
dimmed, you couldn’t tell
a Chevy from a houseboat
aslongas it kept more than
fifty feet away. The silver
limousine — a beast like
that you couldn’t miss. It
crossed Pacific Coast High-
way, swung north on Har-
bor Drive, and cruised at a

polite speed passing the
Municipal Pier. Over the
harbor the sky was sooty
black. The barrage balloons
gyrated in an erratic off-
shore wind. Where Harbor
Drive veered left following
the bay, the limo made a
right, then cut into the park-
ing lot beside the Pacific
Ballroom, bullied its way
through a gang of sailors
trying their moves on the jail-
bait who gathered there,
scheming to get inside. Hick-
ey’d pulled into the public
spaces out front of the civic
center, across Harbor, flicked
off his lights. He and Leo
watched the ballroom’s valet
open the girl’s door, then
sling it shut and run to the
driver’s side rear, where he
ushered Charlie Schwartz
out of the Chrysler. Schwartz

tipped the valet, enough to
keep the guy stuck to his
elbow while the gangster
knocked on the girl’s win-
dow, spoke to her, then
turned toward the entrance.
His limousine pulled out.
It made a right, then another,
and headed south on Pacific
Coast Highway.

Near the city jail, across
from the ferry landing, the
Coast Highway and Har-
bor Drive merged, snaked
right, then right again and
left, became Main Street in
National City. The limo and
Chevy rolled past the ship-
yards, trailer courts, junk-
yards masquerading as used
car lots, Okie saloons, Mex
cantinas. The wind had risen,
gotten wet and steady. It
blew handbills, rags, news-
papers across the road. Mist

shimmied on the windshield.

“What the hell?” Leo
grumbled. “They sneaking
the girl over the border?”

“Could be. Got any
ideas why?”

“Suppose Charlie got
word the cops are on to Cyn-
thia—about the hit, Imean”

“Somebody clued the
cops to Cynthia?” Hickey
snarled.

“How should I know?”

“Not you?”

Leo angrily snuffed his
cigarette in the ashtray. “Only
cop I saw was Thrapp, and
he did all the talking.”

“About what?”

“I been waiting to tell
you after we got some rest,
when we had a while to jaw,
but 'm getting doubtful
suchatime’ll ever come. T’ll
tell you now. Thrapp’s los-

ing his wits, Tom. He’s got
his notion of how Castillo
was sent out here from New
Jersey by some mob boss-
man — that old fool with
the big red nose, gets his
mug in the paper alot, what's
his name?”

“Santa Claus?”

“Yuk yuk. Anyhow,
Thrapp figures the Jersey
Italians and the Hollywood
Jew gang are both drooling
over the loot that’s gonna
fall on whoever slips the
noose around what used to
be our sleepy little border
town. You’ve heard talk,
right?”

Hickey nodded. “Had
to happen. Soon as the
hordes came migrating.
Somebody’s gotta steal their
paychecks.”

“So Thrapp says the

J
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Italians figure if they work
both sides of the line, they
can launch this international
gambling mecca. Beach and
bay resorts here, casinos in
TJ, gambling ships out past
the three mile. Big time.
Now, it may be no coinci-
dence, says the captain, that
you got hooked up with
Castillo, that Katoulis is
Schwartz’s best boy, that
you got a grudge against
Donny going back to the
Dark Ages. Thrapp can’t
feature you in on the mob
action, but he thinks maybe
Castillo knew what he was
doing when he partnered
with you, and he’s got hooks
in you some way.”

“Christ,” Hickey mut-
tered. He fished in his coat
pocket for his pipe and
tobacco. “Thrapp figures I
knocked off Katoulis for the
Jersey mob?”

“Not intentionally. He
figures you're a dupe.”

Hickey lit up, squinted
at his partner. “And maybe

No Interest™
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youslipped him something
about the girl, trying to save
my neck.”

“Hell, I did”

“Who did, then?
Thrapp talk to Madeline?”

“How do I know?
Nobody’s saying anybody
snitched on the girl.”

“Why else are they tak-
ing her over the border?”

“Ask me in about a half
hour”

National City had fallen
behind them. Hickey rolled
down his window to clear
the smoke away, got his nose
bitten by the chill, misty air
and acrid whiffs of fertil-
izer rising off lettuce, tomato,
and strawberry fields. The
limousine cruised a half
mile ahead, one car between
them. The fog kept thick-
ening. When he could barely
make out taillights, he hit the
throttle until he closed the
gap. On the northbound
side of the highway, a few
jalopies crammed full of
soldiers and sailors passed,

oo 71
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weaving back from the dives
of Tijuana, where the boys
had drunk away Christmas
Eve singing carols to the
hookers on their laps. One
convertible, a *38 Chevy,
had soldiers spilling out of
the rumble seat.

The dark mesas of

poison, settled in his stom-
ach, churned like a puny
but lethal storm. What if
Castillo was what Thrapp
figured? The girl might've
cried on Paul’s shoulder
about Pravinshandra, and
he’d set her up, through
Charlie Schwartz, with

They swung left onto Tijuana’s

one paved road, Calle Revolucién.

Four narrow lanes that looked

endless in the dark, as if they ran

straight to oblivion.

Tijuana were camouflaged
by the fog. While Hickey
stared at the scattered lights
flickering as if they hung in
the sky, his eyes scratchy
and raw from three nights
with maybe nine hours’ sleep
between them, the foulest
notion pierced his brain. It
coursed through his body like

WE'LL BEAT ANY PRICE!

With this ad.

S

Katoulis. Castillo might be
more shrewd than he
seemed. Instincts could’ve
told him that Hickey would
make like the girl’s invisi-
ble chaperon, stumble upon
Katoulis, get in a beef.
Whichever one of them lost,
Castillo’d be the winner.
Either he and the Jersey mob

would lose the threat of
Schwartz’s top gun, or Made-
line would become a widow.

Hickey leaned out the
window, let the mist shock
his face until the squall in
his stomach quieted. Who-
ever Castillo was, he thought,
whatever role the Cuban
played, not much had
changed. Katoulis had still
been gunning for the mas-
ter, the girl had still bought
a hit. It still looked like
Schwartz was delivering her
over the border. Donny was
still dead. The most that
could’ve changed was—in
Thrapp’s version, Hickey
becomes a world-class
chump.

Leo dug into several
pockets, finally produced a
handkerchief, and buffed
the windshield clear. “What're
you thinking, Tom?”

“Imnot.’'m havinga
nightmare.”

“Spill it. Keep me
awake.”

“Never mind. What I

can’t figure, Charlie told me
he was going to steal the girl
away, book her at a Santa
Monica club he bought.
How’s that match with them
taking her over the border?”

“They might be going
to meet somebody. Or, hell,
maybe they signed the girl
up for a tango lesson.”

Asthey neared the bor-
der, Hickey pulled over and
coasted along the shoulder
so they wouldn’t approach
too closely while the Chrysler
was stalled at the gate. The
Chrysler got passed through
in no time. Hickey sped to
the line, where the Mexi-
can officer, tall and stern,
with eyebrows like Adolf’s
mustache, yawned and cir-
cled the car, then poked his
head in through Hickey’s
window, peered at Leo and
into the backseat. He gave
Hickey a caustic smile. “You
wanna open the trunk,
Senor?”

Hickey rushed around
and raised the lid. A wrapped
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and ribboned shoe box fell
out. The Mexican displayed
his teeth and gums. “I bet you
got radios, maybe arifle in
there? You gonna pull over
to the office. We take a look”

“Whoa,” Hickey said.
“I gotta catch up with that
limousine.”

“Compadres of yours,
no?”

“Yeah.”

“El Negro or the
muchacha?”

“Both. What's the duty
on this stuff? Thirty dol-
lars? Forty?”

After Hickey'd dealt the
Mexican two 20s and was
pulling away, Leo muttered,
“Smooth. You should’ve
slipped him a ten before he
opened his yap.”

“You got any more

NEED CONTACTS?
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advice, let’s hear it now,”
Hickey snapped.

“Respect the speed laws,
unless you got a pocket full
of Jacksons. We'll catch up.
Only way to hide that bat-
tleship is cut it in half, scrape
off the paint, sink it in the
ocean.”

The Mexican road
pained Hickey deeply, the
way it crashed and battered
his Chevy’s undercarriage
and springs. He tried swerv-
ing around the ruts but only
found bigger ones. They
banged across the bridge
over the riverbed shanty-
town, rattled through a black
cloud of diesel exhaust that
gushed from the pipes of
two buses at the depot near
the main intersection. The
smoke mixed with fog made
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avaporous mud that clung
to their skin and eyes. They
swung left onto Tijuana’s
one paved road, Calle Rev-
olucién. Four narrow lanes
that looked endless in the
dark, as if they ran straight
to oblivion. The sidewalks
were busy with hawkers,
pimps, Indian beggars, and
refugees. Barren of street-
lights, headlamps tinted,
and most curtains down,
the place looked like a sanc-
tuary for ghosts and shad-
ows. As many people out
now —at 20 minutes before
1:00 a.m., Christmas morn-
ing— as there would be on
a Saturday noon, they
appeared in the flashlight
beams of nightclub door-
men, vanished, reappeared
in a different-colored flash-
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light beam 30 feet closer.

The whole second block
on the left was a cantina
called the Long Bar, out of
which servicemen careened
in a flow as steady as if the
building had gotten tipped
sideways. Two cops stood
on the corner looking puz-
zled. Probably trying to
choose the richest soldier, the
best to shake down, Hickey
thought. He braked for the
stop sign and whistled,
motioned a bony, hump-
shouldered cop over.

Muy grande auto,
Hickey stammered, and
groped for the word that
meant silver. “Plata. ;Donde
va?”

“He turn leff on Six
Street. Calle Seis,” the cop
repeated, in case Hickey’s

English and Spanish were
equally stupid. He waved a
skeletal hand in the direction.
After four more stop
signs — at each of which
Hickey paused a few sec-
onds and nodded to the
officer on the corner, to
avoid the bite for a rolling
stop — Hickey spied the
Chrysler a block down the
hill, parked with two wheels
on the gravel sidewalk. He
made the turn, coasted down
past a nightclub, a gated
outdoor mercado, a tiny café
where four marines squeezed
around each of two minia-
ture tables beside a pit grill
mesquite-broiling pork.
The Chrysler was
parked before a storefront
from which a sign jutted
out like a flagpole. Leo had

the better eyes. He noticed
first that the sign displayed
a caduceus. Hickey pulled
over just downhill from the
café, about 20 yards above
the limousine. Both men
climbed out. They met on
the sidewalk and started
down carefully, Hickey
slightly in the lead, wishing
he carried a weapon. He'd
left his automatic at home,
and the Denver police had
his .38. Leo’s pistol was back
in San Diego, in the glove box
of his Packard in the lot
behind Rudy’s.

They crept to the high
side of the storefront and
squinted at the block letter-
ingon the blackened window.
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“Some kinda clinic,”
Hickey whispered. “What
you figure?”

“Getting her nose fixed
prettier? Or say there’s a
dentist in the outfit, and
she’s got this throbbing
toothache. Maybe that’s why
she was bawling at the club.
Or maybe Schwartz belted
her, sent her down here to
get her face sewed up. Could
be she’s got outta hand, muy
loco. I bet they’re loading
her up with dope, sedatives.
They’re gonna put herina
Mexican nut farm, keep her
from pulling any more stunts
that’ll tarnish her reputa-
tion. Teach her how to act
before they whisk her off to
Santa Monica.”

“I think we oughta take
her”

“Then what?”

“Hard to know that till
we find out what’s up. At
least we get her away from

Schwartz.”

“Tom, far as we can
prove, she’s down here on
her own and Charlie’s not
pulling anything illegal.
Think we should risk it?”

“She’s 177

“Oh, yeah.” Leo stuck
his hand into a coat pocket,
then yanked it out, as though
reaching for a cigarette before
remembering he didn’t have
the leisure to smoke it now.
“Schwartz’s boy —did I tell
you he’s the same gentle-
man that chucked my car
keys in the dog pen? Big,
long baboon arms. You'll
have to crowd him. I caught
a glimpse of steel under-
neath his coat, first time we
met.”

“Wejust gotta do it fast.
Carrying your old badge,
right?”

“Yeah.”

“We run in, you wave
it around. I'll go right for

the big guy. Anytime you're
ready.”

Leo straightened his
hat, caught a deep breath,
and socked his fists together.
“Let’s go.”

Hickey stepped to the
door, paused a couple sec-

arms under her head, her
body pinched into the cor-
ner, as far as she could get
from the big Negro whose
eyes were just blinking open.
His arms, across his chest,
started unfolding while Leo
waved his souvenir L.A.

While quizzing Cynthia, he

craned his head in and stared at

the ruby brooch between her

breasts as though it were the

object in a hypnotism.

onds. Slammed it open.
Behind the desk on the left
side sat a sleepy dark female
in white. In the middle of the
back wall, a doorway led
into a hall. On the right, on
a flowered couch, Cynthia
Tucker lay sprawled, both
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badge and shouted, “Policia
del Norte.”

Hickey rushed the
chauffeur, who'd just pushed
off the couch and begun
straightening his legs when
Hickey'’s fist with 200 pounds
of old fullback behind it
drove into his jaw. His skull
dented the plaster wall,
cracked it all the way to the
concrete block. The man
slumped and collapsed side-
ways. His head flopped over
the couch arm.

Cynthia was on her feet,
howling and battering
Hickey with her fists and
arms, while Leo stood by
the desk warning back the
nurse and the pudgy doc-
tor whod appeared at the hall
doorway. One arm shield-
ing his head from the girl’s
attack, Hickey lifted the lapel
of the Negro’s leather coat
and found a holstered auto-
matic. He snatched it, tried
to dodge the girl. Before he
got to Leo and passed him
the gun, she landed a right
jab on his ear. She flew at him,
her claws out in front, grop-
ing for his eyes. He stooped
and jammed his head into
her belly, drove her across
the room, where she
slammed the wall and top-
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pled forward, groaning and
panting rapidly. He got her
heaved over his shoulder
but as he started for the
door, she commenced to
thrash and kick, pounding
him on both sides.

“Don’t let anybody
outta here,” Hickey yelled.
“Give me a couple minutes,
then run for the car. You're
driving”

Outside, the first ten
yards, the girl kicked and
flailed, cussing him so loudly
that he knew he couldn’t
get her into the car before
a squad of marines heard
the battle cry and ran out of
the café to massacre him
and save the damsel. Sud-
denly she fell limply against
him. The next minute she
gave a roaring laugh.

“You killed it, Tom.”
She laughed again as he
lurched the last few feet,
slung open the door, knocked
the front seat’s headrest for-
ward, and crammed her
into the rear. “You’re gonna
kill everything, aren’t you?”

She howled a grand
laugh, the kind comedians
must dream about, and
slapped both hands over
her eyes.

Hickey fished the car
keys out of his pocket, tossed
them onto the driver’s seat,
slipped in beside Cynthia.
“What're you talking about?”

Her head cocked, a
sneer on her lips, the girl
peered into Hickey’s eyes
as though gauging whether
he could truly be so igno-
rant. Finally her gaze drifted,
down over her wrinkled
clothes. She rubbed at a stain
on her knee, then tugged
the dress snugly around her
legs. “T'm cold. Let me wear
your coat”

He was slipping the coat
oft when Leo dashed out of
the clinic and hustled up
the hill, rounded the front

of the car, and pounced into
the driver’s seat. “Give me
the keys”

“You sat on them.”

His partner dug for the
keys, crammed them into
the ignition, and tromped
on the starter. “I was hop-
ing the big fella would wake
up, give me an excuse to
thump him. But no. You
sure fixed his insomnia.”

“Probably killed him,”
the girl muttered.

“Naw;” Leo said. “Which
way, Tom? It’s faster if I cut
down here to the river road,
exceptit'll bang your car all
to hell”

“Take the fastest way.”

The girl was raking her
hair with her fingers.
“Where’re you taking me?”

“Hadn’t thought about
it,” Hickey said. “Depends on
what you've got in mind,
who you’re gonna hire to
knock off who, things like
that”

Fast as a champion wel-
terweight, the girl back-
handed him squarely in the
nose. He grabbed her arm,
pinned it to the seat, and
used his free hand to feel
for the handkerchief in his
pocket and wipe the first
gush of blood off his lip.
“Next time I bind and gag
you, sweetheart.”

“Sure,” the girl snarled.
“You might as well, as long
as ’'m your prisoner. Maybe
you think you can lock me
up, let me out every night
to sing. Is that how you
figure?”

“What’s with you and
Schwartz?”

“He thinks I'm great.
Four hundred a week he’s
gonna pay me, and that’s
not including the record
deal. Next year this time, I'll
be in movies.”

“Goody”

Cynthia wriggled to the

corner, stretched her legs

1
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against the floorboard,
pushed herself into the wedge
of the seat. After a minute
she relaxed and gazed smugly
athim. “Aren’t you gonna try
to keep me around?”

Hickey wagged his head
slowly. The Chevy skidded
to a stop. They’d reached
the border, with four cars
lined up ahead. Because the
girl flashed him a wicked
grin, Hickey said, “Make a
fuss, we all spend Christ-
mas morning at the police
station, till they get the whole
story, starting in Dunsmuir.”

“You wouldn’t dare.”

“Don’t bet $400 a week
and the movies on it.”

“You'd go to prison.
Longer than I will. It was
you killed a guy, Tom, not
me.”

“Nope. I'd be in the
same fix I am now. Every-
body knows I killed him,
babe. Either it’s self-defense
or no. What happens to you's
got nothing to do with the
fix P'm in.”

“If you got me busted,
Charlie’d have you killed.”

“He’s probably gonna
try anyway. As long as I'm
around, somebody’s got the
goods on his favorite song-
bird. He'll figure when you're
not singing for me, I got no
reason to cover for you
anymore.”

“Besides, you shot down
his pal”

“Yeah. There’s that”

“Hush.” Leo pulled
along the civilian gate guard,
whose cheeks pooched as
though he had mumps,and
a young MP who leaned
against the post, staring at
something in Mexico. The
guard asked for their citi-

zenship. While quizzing
Cynthia, he craned his head
in and stared at the ruby
brooch between her breasts
as though it were the object
in a hypnotism. Finally he
retreated and asked what
they were bringing from
Mexico. Hickey swallowed
a groan, remembering his
load of gifts in the trunk.
No doubt the guard would
order them to pull over by
the office shack where some
fool would make him
unwrap every package.

Before they got loose, the
phone would ring. A query
from the Tijuana cops, about
a kidnapping.

“Not a damn thing,”
Leo grumbled. “How we
gonna buy anything after
we lost every dime, even
hocked the girl’s mink, at
that crooked casino in
Rosarita?”

“Learned your lesson,
huh?” the guard gloated,
and waved them through.

The second their front
tires spun off the gravel,

onto the highway, Cynthia
wheeled on Hickey. “So that’s
how it is,” she hissed. “T get
it. You think you can black-
mail me into singing at your
dump forever”

“Naw. Matter of fact,
you're fired.”

The girl stared at him
in bewilderment, her eyelids
quivering, as though never
before had she been rejected
or even imagined such a
thing. Finally she chuckled.
“Yeah, sure.” She straight-
ened her dress and sat primly,

now and then scratching
her lower lip with her teeth
or fidgeting with her earrings.

They weren'ta mile into
the States when the girl
yelped and clutched her
belly. She’d fallen forward,
her head dropping onto the
front seat behind Leo’s. She
held that posture until
Hickey touched her shoul-
der blade; then she squealed
piercingly, fell straight back-
ward, and began quaking.
A moment later she launched
herself against the front seat

and back again, her head
flyingloosely in convulsions.

“Pin her, Tom,” Leo
hollered. “Cram something
in her mouth. Must be she’s
an epileptic.”

By this time Hickey had
her in his arms, squashing
her against him, letting her
arms flail and claw his back.
She alternated howls with
gagging noises, a few inches
from his ear, and finally she
screamed, “It’s still there. I
hear it. God, I feel it
squirming.”
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“Take the next cross-
road. Right,” Hickey snapped.
“You know Riverview
Hospital?”

“Yeah, Tom. Hold on,
I’ll get you there.”

The girl resumed
thrashing, cursing Hickey
because he wouldn’tlet go.
She dug her fingernails into
his back. When that didn’t
free her, she worked her
head loose enough to
chomp his throat. If he
hadn’t grabbed her hair and
nearly yanked it out, she
might’ve severed his jugu-
lar. Furiously he shoved her
off the seat, onto the nar-
row rear floor, and rolled her
over so her faced pushed
into the floorboard and her
hips jutted upward on the
drive shaft tunnel. He
secured her legs with his
feet and pinned her arms
behind her. She could move
neither sideways nor up.

For a minute or so she
lay there spent, butt up as
though she’d volunteered

for a spanking. Then she
thrashed and raged, scream-
ing things that got muffled
and skewed because her
mouth was shoved against
the floorboard. Hickey
caught only words and
phrases. Charlie. Ophelia.
A devil baby. Over the last
mile before Leo turned in
to the driveway of Riverview
Hospital, Hickey pieced
these morsels together with
the phrase she yelped sev-
eral times: “They were going
to flush me out.”

“Igotit,“ Hickey said.
“Charlie sent her down
there for an abortion. When
I head-butted her, she
thought I killed it. Now she
thinks different.”

“Okay. Fits so far. You
got a guess who’s the
daddy?”

“Yep”

“Out with it”

“Pravinshandra. Her
mother’s pal”

“Him again,” Leo
growled. “Somebody oughta
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fix that boy.”

The hospital was
blacked out. Only one dim
light glinted, on the side of
a curtain in a room off the
lobby behind the main
doors. The curtain shim-
mied as if somebody’d dis-
turbed it, peeking out.

Leo ran to check the
main door and found it
unlocked. He came back to
help Hickey with the girl.
She lay corpselike, didn’t
squirm even when her arms
got twisted weirdly, until
she was out of the car. As
though she’d recovered and
lost the motive of her
tantrum, she stood a
moment looking around
calmly. Then she bolted.

Hickey tackled her
around the ribs and held
on, pinning her arms there.
Leo got hold of her legs.
She went stiff and only
whimpered while they car-
ried her inside.

A pale nurse with long
gray hair tugged harshly

back and plaited into a sin-
gle braid stepped out of the
lighted room and ushered
them ahead of her, serenely
as though a whimpering,
board-stiff lunatic got
dragged in every hour or
so. Before requesting names
or details, she used an inter-
com to ask someone named
José to join them, then to
inform a Dr. Carroll they
had a potential intake.

While Hickey tried to
coax the girl into a chair,
two Mexican orderlies
appeared at an interior door-
way, glanced at Cynthia,
and jumped to hover eagerly
around her. She was lean-
ing on the chair, her eyes
closed. When the Mexicans
each took one of her arms
and half dragged, half
walked her into the hall-
way, she didn’t resist. Didn’t
even open her eyes.

The door shut. Hickey
got a wave of nausea, then
arush of intense forebod-
ing, as if the girl had just
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entered a place like Hades
from where only a few
blessed souls could return.

While Leo helped the
nurse with her forms and
all, Hickey sat in a corner
dialing first information
and then the Saint Ambrose
Home. On his third
demand, a grouchy nun
rousted Father McCullough.
The priest must’ve stayed up
drinking in the holiday,
Hickey deduced from the
voice, too cheerful to belong
to anybody whose sleep had
just got arrested.

“Sorry to disturb you,
Father. It’s about the girl.
Henry Tucker dead or alive?”

“Alive”

“Okay. Well, Cynthia
cracked up. I've got her at
Riverview Hospital. They’re
gonna ask for a release from
one of the parents, before
they’ll keep her. 'm sure
not going to call Venus, if
I can help it. Tomorrow I'll
come out and get Tucker
to sign papers, if she’s still

loony. Meantime, I need
you to convince the doc-
tor here you've got Henry’s
okay. He’ll go for it. The
doctor, I mean. You know,
who’s gonna call a priest a
liar?”

Father McCullough
withheld his reply long
enough for Hickey to won-
der if he was jotting down
alist of disbelievers. “I doubt
Henry will give me his okay,
even if I can rouse him.”

“Fine,” Hickey said.
“No sense even bothering
the poor guy, is there? T'll
have the doctor call you
back. Sit tight. Merry
Christmas.” m

— Ken Kuhlken

Next week: Cynthia’s in the
hospital

Ken Kuhlken’s books are
out of print but can be
ordered from his website at
www.kenkuhlken.net; to hear
an interview with Ken Kuhl-
ken, go to www.wsradio.com
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Point Loma Murder
continued from page 35
appeared to be liberal
ideas. We would become
incendiary over the din-
ner table.”

After high school,
Mor. Parker attended San
Diego State for one year,
Orange Coast Commu-
nity College for one
year, and then, after two
years at UC Irvine, he
graduated in 1976 from
that university with a
degree in English.

“It was in college,”
Mr. Parker said, that he
decided for sure that he
would be a writer. “I
thought about it in high
school, and I went to
college and read a lot
and goofed off a lot for
my four years. But in the
back of my mind, and I
think often even in the
front of my mind during
that time, I was seriously
trying to figure out how
to become a writer. I was
never interested in doing

anything else.

“My main job after
college was as a newspa-
per reporter. That was
my only real kind of
legit job. I did a lot of
other goofy things dur-
ing college, waiting
tables, whatever. But I
was a reporter for five
years. Two years on a
weekly paper, the New-
port Ensign, and three

years on a daily paper in
Orange County, the
Daily Pilot. After that, I
worked in the defense
industry — at Ford
Aerospace in

Newport — very briefly
as a technical editor on
an aerospace project. It
paid more than being a
reporter, and it was eas-
ier and it left me more

RESEARCH STUDIES

Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery

time to write.”

During his newspa-
pering years Mr. Parker
wrote fiction in his spare
time. He worked first on
anovel that he describes
as “a bildungsroman
about a surfer,” a begin-
ner’s novel that he has
no intention of trying to
publish. When he was
25, he began what
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He loved the city. Loved the curve of the
Coronado Bridge and the hard optics of
ocean and glass and concrete, and the
stout old downtown buildings and the
spikes of the big hotels by the water. He
loved the busy muscle of the shipyards
and the tremendous vessels of the Fifth
Fleet, and the Navy installations that
claimed so much of the city cities within
the city, closed and self-sufficient and for-
bidding. He loved the bars and streets of
the Gaslamp, so crowded and chaotic
with pretty women on warm summer
nights. He even loved the huge cemetery
out on Point Loma, where his great-great
uncle, killed in France in the Great War,
shared a Pacific-side grave with the wife
who outlived him by six decades.

would become Laguna
Heat. “I spent a lot of
afternoons and evenings
on it, and weekends. My
friends thought I was an
idiot for missing all
those fishing trips and
parties, but I had to get
the job done. I didn’t
finish it and sell it until I
was 30. I was 31 when it
came out.”

“Did you ever feel as
if your manuscript was
your best friend?”

“I did. I was happy
to have that to do. When
I say I didn’t believe the
book would necessarily
ever be published, that’s
true. But it’s also true
that during those years,
as is true now, you feel
like you have been given
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something that you
know what to do with.
And not everybody can
say that”

Laguna Heat, 1 said,
is a great title. Mr.
Parker agreed. “I didn’t
even think of that one. It
is fun to say; it’s very
evocative. It’s one of
those phrases, when you
say it, you feel like it was
already in the language,
like you'd picked up a
phrase that had been
there for decades.”

I asked, “When you
were writing Laguna
Heat, did you feel that
maybe you had some-
thing there, that the
book might be truly
successful, which, in
fact, it went on to be?”

“No, I had low
expectations and hopes
for Laguna Heat. I was
so young and unsure of
myself, I honestly didn’t
know if that book would

ever be published at all. I
told myself — my
going-in position was —
that if this book gets
published, 'm going to
be happy. Sales aside,
and critics aside, and
everything. My goal was
just to get the thing into
print. But I had no deep
conviction that that was
going to happen.”

“What made you
feel confident enough to
quit your job and begin
to write full-time?”

“Let’s see, how did it
happen? Laguna Heat
was published the same
week that I was laid off
of my defense-industry
job. They fired perhaps
1000 of us from this
project. I had just
enough money in my
checking account
because of foreign sales
of Laguna Heat. My
agent had sold it to five
or six different coun-

RESEARCH

tries. None of it was for
much money. But when
you added it up, it was
enough to live on for
perhaps four months.
decided that I would try
to become a professional
writer and drum up

another book really
quickly rather than go
back and try to get
another job.”

“What did your par-

ents say after they read
Laguna Heat?”
“They were real

STUDIES

¥
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proud of me. Very, very
proud. Dad was kind of
surprised that anybody
could actually make a
living by making up sto-
ries. Mom was just
really, really, really
pleased for me because

W\
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Spellacy's was
quiet when
McMichael
walked in at six
that evening.
Hugh stood
behind the pol-
ished redwood
bar, drying
glasses. Four
men huddled
on the stools,
conversing with
the patient, col-
legial energy of
drunks.
McMichael's
father was
among them.

she knew that for a long
time I'd wanted to do
that and she knew that it
takes a lot of discipline
to write a book and get
it out there. I was wor-
ried, though, because
that first book is a kind
of intense family tale.
The father turns out to
have done something
not that great, so I won-
dered if Dad would take
it personally, but he
didn’t. He has always
understood the differ-
ence between fiction
and real life”

I had read in one of
Mr. Parker’s Los Angeles
Times columns that
Laguna Heat was “a
book [he] could never
envision selling until
[he] saw it in the win-
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dow of Marriner’s
Bookstore in late August
of 1985 I read, too, that
with part of the money
he got for Laguna Heat
he bought a black Ford
T-Bird with a sport sus-
pension and a V-8
engine.

After Laguna Heat,
there came Little Saigon
(1988) and Pacific Beat
(1991). Mr. Parker’s
fourth novel, Summer of
Fear (1993), carried
painful freight. The
house where Monroe,
the novel’s narrator, lives
is similar to the Laguna
Beach house where Mr.
Parker lived for so many
years. Monroe’s wife has
a brain tumor.

In September 1988,
Mr. Parker married a
gorgeous and energetic
31-year-old rock 'n’ roll

singer whose nickname
was Cat. She was lead
singer in her brother’s
band — Voyager —
that, at the time she and
Mr. Parker married, had
been performing on
Disneyland’s Tomor-
rowland Terrace stage
for ten years. The band,
Mr. Parker has written,
“got paychecks with a
little Mickey Mouse on
them.” Away from Dis-
neyland, when the band
played at venues in
Laguna Beach and New-
port Beach, they called
themselves Cat and the
Bytes (and it was at the
Sandpiper in Laguna
Beach where Mr. Parker
first heard his wife-to-be
sing).

The couple had
been married for a year
when Mr. Parker’s

mother died of a brain
tumor. Three months
later, Cat was diagnosed
with brain cancer. In
January 1992, when
Catherine Anne “Cat”
Parker was 34, the can-
cer killed her.

“My idea of dealing

with it,” Mr. Parker told
an interviewer, “was to
finish the book [ Sum-
mer of Fear ], talk to a
psychiatrist, drink a lot,
and, interestingly
enough, I took up the
game of tennis because
it’s fast and violent and a

He drove out
Silver Strand
Boulevard
toward Imperial
Beach. The
strand was in
fact silver
tonight beneath
the storm-
scrubbed sky,
stars bright and
close and the
moon round
and shiny as a
hubcap.
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Silver Strand Boulevard

great way to take out you do it. You just pass
aggression without through time, and once
being thrown in jail.” I learned that there

What Mr. Parker wasn’t really anything I
learned about grief dur- could do to feel substan-
ing this period after his tially better, I began to
wife’s death was that feel better.”

Remarried in 1997,
Mr. Parker and his wife

“there’s no real way to
do it besides the way
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ACNE? why Me?!

We are conducting a research study evaluating an
investigational medication for the treatment of
mild to moderate acne.
We are looking for participants who are:
* 12 years or older with mild to moderate acne
¢ In good general health
Qualified participants will receive:
¢ Skin examinations by Stacy R. Smith, M.D.,

a Board Certified Dermatologist
o All visits and study medication at no cost
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Depression symptoms include:
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* Decreased energy
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Rita are parents to a 41/,-
year-old son and an
11-year-old son whom
Rita Parker brought to
the marriage. (Where
Serpents Lie, published
in 1998, bears a dedica-
tion to Rita, “on this
new morning.”) The
family lived for several
years in Mr. Parker’s
Laguna Beach residence.
“Then,” said Mr. Parker,
“when our little boy was
born, we immediately
outgrew our home. It
was a small house and
my writing room
became my son’s room.
I had to rent an apart-
ment to work in. And
that was obviously no
way to run a household
economically, making
mortgage payments on a
house and rent pay-
ments on an apartment.
“I'looked all over
south Orange County
for a place to live that
would accommodate
our two boys and my
desire to work out of the

Not any more!

A group of healthcare professionals,
dedicated to giving you the self-
confidence you deserve, is
conducting a research study designed
to help reduce or eliminate acne.

We’'re looking for female volunteers
ages 16 to 45 to test an
investigational medication that has
shown potential in controlling acne. All
qualified applicants will receive free
medical services and compensation
of up to $240 for time and travel.

house in some way, yet
in the house. I could not
find a big lot with a
roomy house and a
detached building on it
so that I would have a
quiet place to work.

“I thought, ‘Let’s go
down to Fallbrook and
check it out, make a
vacation out of it. So
Rita and I came down
here and drove around
and we liked it. It was
wintertime. The whole
town smelled like citrus.
It’s green, it’s spread out,
it’s lazy, there’s not a lot
going on. We're not out
in the country really at
all. We’re kind of near
Fallbrook, so there’s
plenty of neighbors
around and the streets
are all paved and it’s
really kind of gentrified.
It’s a great place to write,
and it’s a good place to
raise up our boys.”

How has Mr. Parker
gone about “learning
San Diego™?

“I did what every-

RESEARCH

e
Acne a

Probl .7

For many women, acne holds them
back from living life to its fullest.

body does who’s new to
the area. I read the
Reader, 1 read the U-T,1
read San Diego maga-
zine. I spend time going

HEALTH CARE

at Frost Street

A Medical Corporation

What are you waiting for?
Call 858-505-8672 today or visit our website:
www.womenwellness.net/research to request more information.
8010 Frost Street, Suite 301, San Diego, CA 92123

between Fallbrook and
San Diego. I like down-
town San Diego. We go
down there often for

dinner, shows, sporting

STUDIES
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Pete Braga's Cabrillo Star was berthed in
Tuna Harbor, just a few blocks from
downtown. Walking up the gangplank,
McMichael knew that the ship had seen
some history. She had been built of wood
as a tuna clipper back in the '30s, when
they still caught the big fish with poles.
She had seen action in World War II
along with dozens of other tuna ships
requisitioned by the Navy to carry food in
their freezers. She'd been converted to a
seiner, a net boat after the war. Then
retired when the great super-seiners took
over the industry and the Cabrillo Star
became nothing more than a failed
tourist venue and a quaint reminder

of a time that was gone.

stuff, galleries. When we
were first here, we took
the tour boat that goes
around San Diego Har-
bor to kind of get
acquainted with the har-
bor. This is the cruise
where they give you
history”

When he started
work on Cold Pursuit
Mr. Parker toured San
Diego Central Jail. “It

Do you suffer from

ASTHMA &

* \/olunteers are invited to participate in a
Research Drug Study.

* All study-related testing and investigational
medications will be provided at no charge.

¢ Qualified participants will be reimbursed
for travel.

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE

1-877-851-1066

PLEASE ASK FOR RESEARCH

WARREN W. PLESKOW, M.D.

Radiant Research

was just a standard jail
tour. I'm always fasci-
nated by the protocol
and the procedures and
the terms — the
nomenclature always
fascinates me. I changed
this jail a little bit in the
book. Why I did this was
that I needed for the
exercise yard to be set up
in such a way that one of
the characters could get
face-to-face with
another character.

“Also for this book,
I interviewed Captain
Ron Newman of the San
Diego Police Depart-
ment, who just recently
retired. He retired right
after the Danielle van
Dam arrest. He was kind
of the backbone of the
robbery/homicide divi-
sion in San Diego for
many years and a great
cop. He’s exactly the guy
that you would not want
to have after you if you'd
done something you
should not have done.

“Captain Newman
helped me figure out
the organization of the
robbery/homicide divi-
sion. San Diego runs a
different style of homi-
cide investigating than
most other depart-
ments. They work in
five-person teams,
which makes writing
hard. As soon as I
learned that, I thought,
‘Oh, great, now I'm
going to have to have five
main characters’ So I
kind of fudged on it and
I paired Tom McMichael
[ Cold Pursuit’s homicide
detective] off with Hec-



tor Paz.

“What else did I do?
I spent a fair amount of
time with my nose in
old magazines dealing
with the once-grand
tuna industry. I spent
time on the Berkeley,
made more than one
trip down there. T went
to the Tuna Boat Associ-
ation office down in
Tuna Harbor and I got
some phone numbers
and I talked to some
tuna boat association
people over the
telephone.”

“When you set up
interviews, how do you
explain what you're
doing?”

“Ijustsay 'm a
book writer and what
I’'m working on, and you
can tell real quick: peo-
ple are either going to
open up and be helpful
or they’re going to shut
you down. I was lucky
on this one; everybody I
talked to was helpful.”

In Cold Pursuit sev-

eral characters meet at a
cigar club — the Liber-
tad — in the Gaslamp.
“The radio,” Mr. Parker
writes, “was turned to
Cuban music and the
lounge smelled of cured
tobacco and cedar.
There were already some
smokers at the bar and
the book nook and the
magazine table, mostly
downtown professionals
winding down from the
week.”

Was this a place to
which Mr. Parker went?
“Yes. That’s pat-

terned on a place that’s
real. I don’t know the
name of it. I went there
years ago when I was
smoking cigars. I bought
abox. But I didn’t go
back for this book,
because I wanted to
change it and make it
just suit my purposes.
And maybe remind peo-
ple of the real place
that’s down there”
Here’s what Cold
Pursuit’s flap copy has

to say:

Homicide cop Tom
McMichael is on the
rotation when an
84-year-old city patri-
arch named Pete Braga
is found bludgeoned to
death. Not good news,
especially since the Irish

McMichaels and the
Portuguese Bragas share
a violent family history
dating back three gener-
ations. Years ago Braga
shot McMichael’s
grandfather in a dispute
over a paycheck; soon
thereafter Braga’s son
was severely beaten

RESEARCH STUDIES

behind a waterfront
bar — legend has it that
it was an act of revenge
by McMichael’s father.
McMichael must
put aside the old family
blood feud, and find the
truth about Pete Braga’s
death. Braga’s beautiful
nurse is a suspect — she
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Patricia had
given him a
Park Towers
address and he
called her on
one of the
house phones
and she rang
him into the
elevator bank.
Twenty-two
stories up, he
stepped off into
a vestibule with
a black marble
floor and a
gigantic
arrangement of
fresh tropical
flowers.

says she stepped out for
some firewood, but key
evidence suggests other-
wise. The investigation
soon expands to include
Braga’s business, his
family, the Catholic dio-
cese, a multi-million
dollar Indian casino, a
prostitute, a cop, and, of

DIFFICULTY
SLEEPING?

You may qualify for
a research study
of an investigational medication that is
being tested for insomnia.

San Diego Office

Do you have difficulty falling asleep?

Are you age 45 or older?

Volunteers compensated.

For more information, call:

Pacific Sleep Medicine Services, Inc.
1-800-NEW-SLEEP/858-638-9364

to see if it helps eliminate monthly periods, the

symptoms of PMS, and painful periods?
)

Women'’s Health Care is conducting

a 15-month research study of an e
investigational medication to see if |
it helps eliminate your monthly
menstrual period, the symptoms of

PMS, and painful periods.

To be considered, you must...

* Be between 18 and 49

* Be generally healthy

* Have regular menstrual cycles

¢ Be at risk for pregnancy

¢ Have painful periods or symptoms

of PMS

* Not have used hormonal
contraceptives in the past 2 months

During the study, all participants will
receive free study-related physical
examinations and study medication.

Qualified participants will receive

up to $345.
X

WOMEN'S N
HMLTH CA RE 8010 Frost Street, Suite 301

at Frost Street

A Medical Corporation

San Diego, CA 92123

To see if you qualify for this unique study, please call 858-505-8672 or
log on to www.womenwellness.net/research for more information.
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course, the McMichael
family.

From where did the
title — Cold Pursuit —
come?

“Cold Pursuit was
for me supposed to be a
takeoff on ‘hot pursuit,
cold being the weather.
Maybe it would make
the reader think, Hmm,
well, usually it’s the cops
who are in hot pursuit; I
wonder if maybe this is
what the bad guy is
thinking?’ So it was the
turning that phrase over
on its head a little. I
went through a jillion

titles with my editor and
agent. We went back and
forth and up and down,
and back and forth, and
up and down, about a
thousand different
times. I'd about given up
and told them to name
the damn thing what-
ever they wanted. At
three in the morning, I
woke up when I was
thinking about titles,
and [ was down to two
days to come up with a
title, and I thought,
‘Cold Pursuit, hmm,
that’s not too bad.
Maybe that'll work. But
everything works at

three in the morning. So
I jotted it down and
woke up the next day
and called my agent and
said, I think that’s a
pretty good title. So it
became Cold Pursuit.”

Here’s Cold Pursuit’s
first paragraph:

That night the wind
came hard off the
Pacific, an El Nifio event
that would blow three
inches of rain onto the
roofs of San Diego. It
was the first big storm of
the season, early January
and overdue. Palm
fronds lifted with a plas-

RESEARCH

PMS?

STUDIES

Are you like millions of other women? Do you suffer from irritability
and tension, or suddenly become tearful or sad during the week
before your menstrual cycle? If so, this message is for you.

Dr. Steven R. Drosman, M.D., of the Genesis Center for Clinical Research
is conducting a clinical research study of an investigational medication
for women who suffer from a severe form of PMS known as PMDD.

If you qualify for this study you will receive at no cost:
e Complete gynecological exams, laboratory tests and study medication
e Compensation for time and travel will also be provided

If you are a woman 18-40 years of age and suffer from
severe PMS during the time before your menstrual cycle,
Genesis Center for Clinical Research would like to hear from you.

Call Genesis Center for Clinical Research today to see if you qualify at

(619) 542-0593

This study is medically supervised by Board Certified Gynecologist

Steven R. Drosman, M.D.

We’re looking high and low

tic hiss and slapped
against the windows of
McMichael’s apartment.
The digitized chirp of
his phone sounded
ridiculous against the
steady wind outside.

I wondered how Mr.
Parker happened upon
that particular opening.

“That scene pretty
much came to me.'m a
complete sucker for the
weather. If I can get in
an Fl Nifo event, even
in ayear in January
when there was not a
single drop of rain in
San Diego, I'm going to
put it in. The weather
certainly is inspiring,
and the old ‘dark and
stormy night’ kind of
cliché appeals to me.

“I remember writ-
ing that scene. One
thing a mystery writer
learns, I think most of
us learn, is that any mys-
tery writer who’s going
to write a book a year is
a busy person. So when
you sit down to write
that new book, you
gather up your charac-
ters and your emotion
and the feeling that you
have, the reason that
you're writing the book,
even though you don’t
really know what it is,
and you write that first
scene, that murder
scene, in such a way that
there’s a lot of things
that can be drawn from

it. And you can draw a
lot of evidence out of it.

“So when I wrote
that scene, I tried to
imagine in detail all the
things that I might want
to work with later in the
book and at least suggest
them in ways that didn’t
look too phony when I
went back and started
following that trail. In a
scene like that I try to be
as inclusive as I can as
far as my imagination
goes. If T have some feel-
ing that ’'m going to
need this odd thing in
this scene for whatever
reasons that I don’t
understand yet, I'll put it
in. Later on in the book
I may have to take it
back out again. But for
me the opening, that’s a
time of sowing seeds. As
a book concludes, it’s a
time of reaping what
you've sown. It goes to
the not widely under-
stood fact that most
writers make it up as
they go along. Which is
what I do.”

“The old saw that
goes ‘Where there’s dis-
covery for the writer,
there’s discovery for the
reader; although trite,
seems entirely true.”

Mr. Parker agreed.
“I think you're right. But
no editor in New York is
going to agree with that
or sign you to a contract
based on that concept.
They want to see an out-

line of what is going to
happen.”

How did Mr. Parker
imagine this storm
affecting his readers?

“I don’t know. I love
storms so much. The
first thing that I do
when I get out here into
my little tin building
where I write is this.
Every morning I get out
here, it’s dark. The first
thing I do, I turn on my
light, and then the sec-
ond thing I do is I turn
on my Radio Shack $19
weather-station radio,
because I want to know
what the weather is
going to do.

“So like today, when
there’s obviously
weather afoot, it’s excit-
ing to hear the highs
and the lows in the sys-
tems that are coming
and where they’re going
and what’s going to hap-
pen. Maybe it’s because
we get such a little
weather in this part of
Southern California that
what little we do get is
really, really interesting.”

Weather, I said,
seems to set moods in
fiction in much the
same way that weather
sets moods in real life.

“It does. It’s very
evocative and powerful.
I’ve used heat in my
books a lot, unseason-
ably hot times and wet
times, like in this one.
Didn’t Hemingway say,

for people who have

Manic Depression.

We're conducting a
clinical research study of
an investigational drug
for manic depression. If
you have bipolar
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study-related medical care, and study medications.
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‘Always put in the
weather’?”

On Cold Pursuit’s
first page, Pete Braga is
found dead. Braga’s
home, where he’s mur-
dered, is in Point Loma.
Mr. Parker in Cold Pur-
suit describes that home.
“Pete Braga’s estate was
on the bay side of Point
Loma, right down on
the water. Three levels of
weathered redwood and
plate glass descended to
the sand. The glass
caught the wind-frac-
tured lights of Shelter
Island and the city
across the bay”

Braga is an ex-tuna-
boat captain and “a Ford
and Lincoln Mercury
dealer a few years after
the tuna industry col-
lapsed — Pete’s robust,
gray-haired face smiling
down at you from free-
way billboards on the 5
and the 8, and the 163
and along Clairemont
Mesa Blvd.” Braga is also
a port commissioner
and a city booster,
“always tossing out the
first pitch at a Padres
game, smiling while a
champagne bottle
cracked against a hull,
touring the latest open-

ing or disaster.”

I asked Mr. Parker
how he happened to
make Braga Portuguese
and how he learned all
the tuna-fishing lore
that goes into Cold
Pursuit.

“The Portuguese
stuff I learned not first-
hand but secondhand.
When I was 20 years old,
a couple of years out of
Tustin High School, my
brother, who was 18 and
just out of Tustin High
School, he got a scholar-
ship to Point Loma Col-
lege. For basketball. He’s
six foot five, pretty well

coordinated, beautiful
basketball player. Before
school started that
September, he was rid-
ing a skateboard down a
hill and he ruined his
knee. He was not able to
play basketball ever
again. But he went to
school there for a year,
got sick of it, and went
down to the waterfront
and hopped on a tuna
boat. He signed on as a
quarter-share
fisherman.

“Which is exactly
what happens to
McMichael’s grandfa-
ther in the book. And

RESEARCH STUDIES

my brother was ripped
off for his four months
at sea, or six months at
sea, whatever it was.
They paid him nothing
when they came back.
And they said, ‘When we
have a lousy trip, the
money that you make all
goes to room and board
and fuel; you get noth-
ing’ When Matt
protested, the guys who
were running the boat
basically threw him off
it. He said that they’re
tough Portuguese, they
don’t take any shit from
you, and you do what
they tell you to do. They

bounced him without
paying him, and that
stuck in his craw and it
stuck in my imagination
for many, many years.
So the incident that
begins the story is what
happened to my
brother. Matt gave me
all that. He told me a
ton of that stuff. And
then I discovered the
San Diego Historical
Society Maritime
Museum, right down
there on the Berkeley. It’s
incredible. They’ve got
tons of stuff there. I
found great old articles
about the tuna fleets.”

You GAN
Quit Smoking -

Have you been diagnosed with

Prostate Cancer?

We are conducting a research study for the safety
and effectiveness of an investigational medication
to see if it helps decrease the levels of testosterone

Volunteers are needed for a 2-year clinical research study of an investigational
medication being developed that may assist smokers to quit and help maintain
smoke cessation.

How do you qualify?

* 18 years of age or older

e Smoking at least 10 cigarettes a day (no non-tobacco cigarettes,
cigars, pipes or chewing tobacco) for at least 2 months

® Able to make all clinic visits (40) and keep a study diary

Call today for more information!

619.308.0441

AFFILIATED RESEARCH INSTITUTE

in men with prostate cancer.

To see if you are eligible please contact:
Center for Urological Research
619-460-0595

Qualified participants will receive study-related exams,
lab work and investigational medication at no cost.
Compensation for time and travel will be provided.

DO YOU SUFFER

FROM DEPRESSION?
RESEARCH STUDIES

+ Changes in appetite and weight e Difficulty concentrating
+ Sleeping too much or too little » Loss of interest or pleasure
» Decreased energy » Thoughts of death or suicide
o Feelings of worthlessness or guilt

If you have been experiencing some or all of these symptoms, you may be
suffering from depression. Affiliated Research Institute, located in Mission Valley,
is conducting research studies of investigational medications for depression.
All study-related procedures, visits, and medication are provided at no cost

to those who qualify.
AFFILIATED CALL TOLL-FREE:
RESEARCH

INSTITUTE (888)588-4ARI

AVAILABLE FOR DEPRESSION
SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION INCLUDE:

DO YOU HAVE
TROUBLE
SLEEPING?

A nationwide research study is currently underway to study an
investigational medication for patients with insomnia.

You may qualify for this study if:

e You are 18 years of age or older

e You have trouble falling and staying asleep

e You have trouble functioning during the
day as a result of sleeplessness

Qualified participants will receive study drug and study-related
physician visits at no charge. If you would like more information or
think that you may be eligible for this study, please contact:

(619)688-6565

8989 Rio San Diego Drive #350
San Diego

AFFILIATED
RESEARCH
INSTITUTE
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Mr. Parker does a
terrific job of taking his
book learning about, for
instance, the history of
the tuna industry in San
Diego and putting the
facts of this history into
his characters’ mouths.

“Well,” he said,
about this, “you try to
put a little conversa-
tional tone to it. You
have to, otherwise you
end up getting too tech-
nical on people and it’s
no fun. It stops sound-
ing like a novel”

Tom McMichael
makes much of being
Irish-American. “The
McMichael ears, of

course, were the
kicker — thick-edged
and lightly freckled —
the ears of County Cork
boys who came to
America in steerage.
McMichael could always
spot his ancestors in the
old photographs: the
ones with the tough
eyes, the ready smiles,
and ears like wingnuts.”

I teased Mr. Parker,
saying, “McMichael is
the first example of
Irish-American self-
hatred I've ever read. All
that stuff about the big
ears and all.”

“He’s down on the
Irish a little bit, yes.

Tom’s ears. I put that in
because of those old pic-
tures that you see where
those guys always seem
to have such big ears as
little kids. Maybe it was
because of the way their
hair was cut then, sort of
crudely. So I thought I
would make those ears
one of McMichael’s
motifs.”

I asked Mr. Parker,
“How would you
describe yourself,
physically?”

“Let’s see. 'm 57107,
175, brown hair, brown
eyes, kind of regular
build. What's distin-
guishing on me? I don’t

really have anything
physically
distinguishing.”

“If you were going
to write you, how would
you describe you?”

“I would quote Ray-
mond Chandler. ‘One
hundred seventy-five
pounds of frustration
under a bad haircut. ”

“Are you a Chandler
fan?”

“T'am. I respect him
immensely and he still
entertains me. I try to
reread one of his books
each year”

The Port Commis-
sion figures in Mr.
Parker’s new novel.

McMichael wonders if
Pete Braga’s place on the
Port Commission has
anything to do with his
murder. McMichael
queries his father about
the commission. This is
what McMichael’s father
says:

Pete was Port Commis-
sion, now wasn’t he?
And Port Commission
controls all the bay and
the land around it. They
control the airport.
Every time money
changes hands at the
airport, Pete’s Port
Commission gets some
of it. But there’s people

try to build a new air-
port. Bigger and better
and very damned
expensive, you can bet.
The state makes up this
new Airport Authority
to oversee the idea of a
new airport. The city
and the business types,
they’re all for it like
youd figure, but Pete
and the Port Commis-
sion they’re trying to
keep the old airport up
and working, right
where it is. Then, a few
months ago, Pete starts
making noises about let-
ting the new Airport
Authority take over
Lindbergh Field, close it
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down and build the new
one. Some of the Port
Commission people
aren’t happy. They think
Pete’s switching sides
and they can’t figure out
why.

I said to Mr. Parker that
the commission’s large
place in recent news
could be somewhat
helpful to Cold Pursuit.
Mr. Parker did not dis-
agree. “Well, you start to
get interested in some-
thing and things sort of
fall into your lap some-
times. Right now, for
instance, I think it’s safe
to say that the Port
Commission, as we
knew it, and as is sug-
gested in the book, is
really on its last legs. It’s
going to be defunctin a
few years.”

“Have you ever
known anyone who was
murdered?”

“Yes. He was a fam-
ily man in his 40s. I was
a youngish reporter. I
never wrote about it and
still haven’t”

“Have you ever seen
a murder victim?”

“Just in the morgue.
Never a murder scene.”

“How do you decide
on a weapon for your
victim’s murder? Knife?
Gun? Big rock?”

“It comes from
motive and circum-
stance. You know, an
assassin would use one
thing and an enraged
cuckold another”

I asked Mr. Parker
what he thought it was
that readers like so
much about murder
mysteries.

“I think what peo-
ple respond to is that
most mysteries are
pretty straightforward,
honestly presented nov-
els. Generally, they strive
for economy of lan-
guage and style, which, I
think, people often
respond to. People also
like the gamesmanship
of a mystery. The old
‘whodunit’ is fun. Most
readers like that. People
also like the fact that
most mysteries, not all,
but most mysteries, are
set in the here and now
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and the readers are get-
ting a quick take on
what’s going on in their
world. They don’t need
to labor back into Victo-
rian London and get
their bearings to follow
a story. It took place in
2003 in San Diego or
2003 in Seattle, or what-
ever it is, and it’s con-
temporary. I think read-
ers like that.”

Cold Pursuit’s open-
ing shows McMichael’s
entry onto the murder
scene. “He stepped
down into the trophy
room, smelling blood
and feces and cigar
smoke.... He walked
over and looked down
on the body of Pete
Braga, slouched almost
out of the right-hand
chair. Braga was wearing
a smoke-gray satin robe.
He had slid down, legs
buckling on the floor,
his back and head flat
on the chair seat. His
arms dangled over the
rests, hands relaxed. His

head was bathed in
blood and the top
crushed in the

middle — skin and hair
and bone seeming to fall
in upon themselves. His
face was a bloody mask
of surprise and confu-
sion, eyes open and still
reflecting light. On the
hardwood floor to the
left of the chair stood a
pond of blood littered

From left to right: T. Jefferson Parker, Tommy Parker, Rita Parker, Tyler Rice

with pale debris and a
short club with a leather
loop at the end of the
handles. McMichael felt
the hair on his neck
stand up.”

“Why,” I asked, “do
readers enjoy all the
blood and guts?”

“I don’t know. I've
thought about it a lot.
The best I can come up
with is it’s the same rea-

son that people have to
rubberneck on the 5.
They have to look at the
wreck. Even if it’s horri-
ble. I wonder sometimes
if it is a way to experi-
ence that thing, many
times removed from
actually having to expe-
rience it. You can
indulge your curiosity
for what it would be like
to see a guy with his

N3T77V IAVA A8 HdVYIDOLOHd

brains splattered all over
a room by reading the
opening chapter of that
book, but you never
have really to go there
and do it”

“Perhaps,” I sug-
gested, “this reading of
murder mysteries is a
way to ‘unscare’
yourself — murder after
murder — by incremen-
tal repetition.”

“Maybe it is. Maybe
it toughens you up for
life in the 21st Century.”

“With writers of
mysteries,” I said, “like
you, say, or Andrew
Vachss, there seems an
interest in defense of the
defenseless. This same
interest seems to guide
the really good homi-
cide detectives too. In
fact, homicide detectives
and mystery writers
seem to be people who
are moved by the plight
of those who are power-
less, and no one’s more
powerless, in a way, than
a dead person. There’s

also a keen sense of
vengeance at work with
homicide detectives and
some mystery writers,
but it is more an aveng-
ing than revenge. What
do you make of this?”

“Good points and
true. Vachss is certainly
outraged about what
happens to children.
have a small series
going, I've written three
books about a female
homicide detective
named Merci Rayborn.
She really does see it as a
kind of vengeance to get
the killer. Sometimes it
might cloud her judg-
ment, make her do the
wrong thing. Her
favorite word at a mur-
der scene is always
‘waste. What a waste of
a life. I guess there is no
one with less power
than a murdered per-
son, so, yes, we're aveng-
ing the defenseless.”

I’'m always
impressed when men do

a good job of dressing
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their women characters.
I asked Mr. Parker if he
found this aspect of
writing difficult.

He does. “I was just
reading an e-mail telling
me the difference
between a blazer and a
sport jacket. Quote,
‘Men wear sport coats,
women wear blazers or
jackets. I put this char-
acter in a sport jacket
and this lady who e-
mailed me is saying, -
Don’t ever do that
again.”

I confessed that
when I read mysteries I
often identify with or
feel bad for the villain.
Did Mr. Parker ever do
this?

He did. Yes. “Some-
times. A lot of the bad
guys that I've written
about in my books have
been guys who are
turned bad by circum-
stances around them.
They’re not really mon-
strous people, they’re
certainly not psy-
chopaths or certainly
not sadists. They’re just
caught in the wrong life.
So yeah, I feel sorry for
those guys. “There but
for the grace of God,
you know.”

I don’t want to give
hints to readers as to
how Mr. Parker’s book
ends. As I read, I
thought one after
another of the charac-
ters might have done it.
But I had to ask, and
did, if Mr. Parker knew
when he started Cold
Pursuit who Pete Braga’s
killer would turn out to
be.

“I was pretty sure.
But there were a couple
of different ways to go. I
was not absolutely posi-
tive until I had to get
positive about it. I toyed
with the idea of having
Victor become some
sort of avenging, you
know, angel against his
own father. But it
wouldn’t work for me.
And then I thought
about making it strictly
a politically inspired
murder.

“Butin the end I
knew who I wanted it to
be. I set the book up for
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it to be that person and
it was a tough one to
pull off. T hope that it’s
convincing.”

Mr. Parker has writ-
ten scenes that take
place at the Tijuana—San
Diego border crossing.
How did he learn about

clubbing and goofing what I knew about basic
around when I was drug-running. Because
young. So the atmo- that’s where the story

sphere and the frenzy
and hectic atmosphere
and the loud, surreal
presence of TJ is some-
thing that I've experi-
enced more than once.”

began for me. It wasn’t
until a little later in the
book, as I got into it, I
realized that I did not
want to do a conven-
tional drug-smuggling,

Tijuana? Suspicions of drug- and that’s where I

“That was fun. I running are one plot thought, ‘Well, shoot,
spent a little time down element in Cold Pursuit. what else might they be
there in Tijuana kind of As to how he did that, bringing across the
banging around and Mr. Parker said, “I pretty border?””
shopping and night- much patterned that on Cold Pursuit fea-
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tures some fast-moving
gunplay. I asked how
Mr. Parker went about
writing action of this
kind.

“I'try to visualize
the scene and then write
what I see. Fifteen years
ago I would have written
that scene far differently.
When I was young and
starting off, I tended to
approach action as kind
of like something Walter
Hill, the movie director,
would come up with or
Sam Peckinpah would
do. I would go for the
long and lyrical, where
the entire paragraph is

one long sentence where
the violence becomes
dreamy and extended
and slow motion.

“But I've reversed
that. I've done a 180. My
current take on violence
is that it happens real
quickly and surprisingly
and never quite ele-
gantly and that it’s
always kind of a jagged
surprise to everybody
around. So I try to do it
real short and let the
words evoke, rather than
try to describe every-
thing that happens.
Action is hard to write.
You think that the car

chase that Hollywood
always seems to come
up with is the easy part,
but it’s not. It’s hard to
write.”

While he’s working
on a book, Mr. Parker
spends most of the day
in his tin-roofed office
behind the house. On
the office walls hang
paintings not unlike
paintings that figure in
Cold Pursuit. Matt
Parker, Mr. Parker’s
brother, one of the peo-
ple to whom Cold Pur-
suit is dedicated, did
these paintings. Mr.
Parker’s put up a collec-
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tion of fishing pictures card that shows an old

and pictures of the boys Underwood typewriter sepia-tone photograph
and Rita. He’s got the from which red flames of Hemingway. He’s
photo of himself at the shoot. “Michael Con- crouched in high grass,

Edgar Awards ceremony,
“staring,” he laughs, “at
the convention chicken.”

nelly sent that to me
when Red Light made
the L.A. Times best-

him. He cradles a shot-
gun. When I ask what

one.” Then there’s an old

his Labrador retriever by

ingway’s holding, Mr.
Parker tells me, “It looks
like a big 12-gauge.
think he’s probably
waiting for a duck to
come down. I like this
shot because he’s got his

hunched over, it’s not a
real composed shot —
it’s candid.”

Mr. Parker goes out
to his office at six in the
morning and ends work

about five in the after-

is spent tap-tap-tapping
at his computer — these
days, a new Dell. There’s
e-mail and bill-paying

and fan letters to answer

and reading and

research. Although Mr.

He’s tacked up a post- seller list at number kind of shotgun Hem- glasses on, he’s kind of noon. Not all that time Parker confesses to a bit
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of what he calls “head-
banging” and frustration
when he’s writing, for
the most part he’s a
writer who doesn’t suf-
fer frequent writer’s
block. Indeed, as a
writer, he doesn’t seem

to suffer much at all.
“Even when it’s not
going well, it’s interest-
ing. You're trying to fix
it, you're trying to find
your way around the
problem, and it’s inter-
esting to watch yourself

from the third person.
You know, like, ‘Here
goes Parker to work.
How is he going to solve
this problem?” ” Mr.
Parker laughed, “I think
I'm fascinating, some-
times, when I watch

HEALTH AND BEAUTY
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myself do this stuff.”

As to what Mr.
Parker’s working on
now, book number 12,
he said, “I've got a 1960s
book going. I'm 250
pages into that right
now. I'm having a ball
with it. It’s taking me
back into my childhood
and my roots and those
troubled times in the
1960s. I think in a lot of
ways those were impor-
tant years. They were
pivotal. It’s fun to go
back and try to capture
some of that. I've never

done anything like this
before. I've never set a
book in the past in any
way, so 'm making a
huge stretch for me.”

“What advice do you
give people about writ-
ing a good first draft? Or
a bad first draft? But just
getting from page one to
the end?”

“I think it’s impor-
tant to pay close atten-
tion when you’re writing
that first draft and try-
ing to make it as good as
you can. You don’t want
to go out to an agent or

an editor, or to anyone,
with anything but your
best effort.

“Maybe this is con-
tradictory, but I also
think that, especially for
a young writer, that they
should be especially
attuned to the idea of
finishing. They should
always finish. Don’t bog
down in rewrite after
rewrite. And research
after research. And mas-
saging things to death. I
think it’s important to
finish and I think it’s
workable to write fast.

Complimentary
Consultation for Laser
Hair Removal

Also specializing in:
* Botox

* Collagen/Fascian
X o Chemical Peels
L © Tumeffent Ll’lboffulpturf
* Microdermabrasion

o Skin Cancer Surgery

North Coast
Dermatology

! 477 North El Camino Real, Suite C312, Encinitas
760-436-5701 * 760-436-2300

Dr. Nancy Satur Dr. Stacy Tompkins
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Nlicrodermabrasion

New Skin in 45 Minutes

Revolutionary state-of-the-art DIAMOND PROCESS

& ULTRASONIC SKIN LIGHTENING only available

at San Diego Laser Center.

Call regarding

Microdermabrasion is the most natural way 2 Great Plans!

to quickly and safely rejuvenate the look
of your skin by reducing or removing:

« Blotchy, Dull Skin « Fine Lines » Wrinkles
» Roughness * Sun Damage * Scars

« Excessive Skin Oil « Hyperpigmentation

With treatments
as low as

$4-9 =~

Reg. $99
Performed under direct supervision of Your choice: Soft Peel
Board-Certified Facial Plastic Surgeons. or Microdermabrasion
Newly FDA-Approved As low as
Treatment

c‘/czage/
Tightens skin, reduces

wrinkles, fine lines, enlarged pores,
and acne with radio waves!

Call for details.

®

*150

per treatment area

SAN DIEGO LASER CENTER

8880 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 1040, Mission Valley

(in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)

1-888-SD LASER * ww.sandiegolasercenter.com

(888-735-2737) « Financing available

Experience...
Excellence...

Our results are

unsurpassed!

—— b 0@
sk us why.

Sculpt Away Ugly Fat From Your
Stomach, Hips and Thighs!

BEFORE

- Facial & spider vein treatment ~ Cellulite reduction treatments

(Endermologie)
~ Fotofacial™ (improves sun-damaged
skin and rosacea without downtime)

~ Lunch-hour mega peel
~ Chemical peels
~ Laser hair removal ($79)

~ Microdermabrasion $49
(Call for details.)
~ 48-Hour Face-Lift

Breast augmentation starting at $3,000

] Tumescent liposuction body sculpting
® Less bruising and virtually no blood loss
® No loss of work (back in 2-3 days)
* Applicable to all body areas with excellent results
* Very affordably done without hospital or anesthesia fees
BEFORE (actual patient)  AFTER
Ask about our other smices, ~ Medically supervised weight loss programs ~ Facials, peels, waxing and a full line
ncludin ~ Elimination of wrinkles around eyes of skin care products
g (Botox treatments from $150; call for details.)

~ Collagen injections (free skin testing)

Qoind:

(actual patient)

Certified by the American Board of Surgery
8881 Fletcher Parkway, Suite 241
La Mesa, CA 91942 - 619-697-1325

www.bestbody.cc ~ Financing Available

AFTER

CENTER




Permanent Cosmetic Makeup
Lipliner $199 (g. $300) ¢ Eyebrow Hair Simulation $199 (reg. $300)
Eyeliner $199 (ncludes upper & lower) (reg. $300)

Full Lips $399 (reg. $600)

Escape A Day Away

145 (eq. $180) (Expires 4/16/03.)
Includes microdermabrasion, 1-hour full-body
massage, manicure, deluxe pedicure, and your

choice of one spa body therapy below:
(a) Hydroactive mineral salt scrub
(b) Enzymatic sea mud wrap
(c) Detox hydro pack wrap
(d) Detox herbal linen wrap
(e) Aromatherapy steamer

Total Body Wellness
$125 (reg. $180)
(Expires 4/16/03.)
3 Hours. Includes European facial,
1-hour full-body therapeutic massage,
manicure, deluxe spa pedicure, and your

choice of one spa body therapy helow:

a) Hydroactive mineral salt scrub; b) Enzymatic sea-

mud wrap; ¢) Detox hydro pack wrap for slimming;
d) Detox herbal linen wrap; e) Aromatherapy steamer

Pampering Yourself

1-hour full-body therapeutic massage,
manicure and pedicure.

Eyelash Enhancement $300 (reg. $595)
o State-of-the-art technique ® Medically proven d'we use
e Completely safe ® 8 years’ experience ,:s""Sab,e L

Gift Cards *O8 (reg. $120) ;/oe,,%
Availab|e! (Expires 4/16/03.) %@
2"/ Hours. Includes European facial,—

San Diego, CA 92126 » 858-586-6245
Open 7 days a week.
Visa/MC. No checks accepted.
Website: www.vipdayspa.com
Lic. #24737 Ask About 10% Off Group Discounts.

) ]
(VIT DAY SPA Full-Service Salon
N 9484 Black Mountain Rd., Suite D
o)

o
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Myotonology
Face-Lift ‘75
(reg. $95) (Expires 4/16/03.)
Micro-current strengthens and lifts muscles
to firm, contour and smooth wrinkles and
improve textures. DNA collagen and elastin
are applied to rehydrate and improve
elasticity and circulation.

European Facial *65
(reg. $75)

Includes Free Microdermabrasion
($50 value) (Expires 4/16/03.)
1'/a-hour facial includes head and neck
acupressure. A natural face-lift that
helps cleanse the skin, removes fine
lines, freckles, and blemishes.

Body Balance *75

(reg. $100) (Expires 4/16/03.)
1"/a-hour package includes head & neck
acupressure, aromatherapy back
massage, reflexology, and a
deluxe spa pedicure.

Mini Day Spa
2 Hours. Includes European Facial.
Plus spa manicure and pedicure.

$65 (Expires 4/16/03.)
1-1'/> hour facial includes head and
neck acupressure, 15-minute back
aromatherapy, and Alpha Hydroxy Peel
(smoothes and softens skin texture and
appearance). A natural face-lift that
helps cleanse the skin, remove fine lines,
freckles and blemishes.

We Do Brazilian Bikini Wax and Threading.

Board Certified by the
American Board of
Plastic Surgery

Wendell M. OOt I" MD
John 0.9MN OOt MD
Johane.DF@aNMeE mb

Cxcellence i Cosmelie Surgery

Jace / body / breast / skin care

Over 45 years of combined plastic surgery experience in La Jolla

Call today for your free consultation and newsletter

858-587-9850

I'm kind of a fan of
writing fast, as long as
you make a deal with
yourself that when
youre done, you're
going to go back and do
what it takes to bring it
up to the next level”

“To bring it up to
code”

“Yes, to bring it up
to code. But first drafts
are the hardest. They are
also, for me anyway, the
most fun. I like to put
things out there and see
where they’re going to
go and watch things
come out. It’s exciting.
Whereas the post-first-
draft stuff, the revisions,
that for me is more diffi-
cult. It’s the logical,
structural side of writ-
ing coming in — the
logical side, as opposed
to the side where you're
first writing and you're
allowing yourself to go
into things that you're
not quite sure where
they’re going to lead.”

“What does your
boy Tommy think you
do for money?”

“He knows that I
write. I show him my
book covers. He’s nei-
ther impressed nor not
impressed, but he knows
what I do out here in
this funny little
building.”

“Is he quiet when he
comes out to visit you?”

“He’s pretty quiet.
He knows this is the
hush-hush room.” m

— Judith Moore

Laguna Heat (1985)

Little Saigon (1988)

Pacific Beat (1991)

Summer of Fear (1993)

The Triggerman’s Dance
(1996)

Where Serpents Lie
(1998)

The Blue Hour (1999)

Red Light (2000)

Silent Joe (2001)

Black Water (2002)

Cold Pursuit (2003)

T. Jefferson Parker will
be reading on April 12
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
at Mysterious Galaxy
(7051 Clairemont Mesa
Blvd). See his appear-
ance schedule at
www.tjeffersonparker.com

Changes
Plastic Surgery

The Plastic Surgeon
Who Stands
Behind His
Work

Gilbert
Lee, M.D.

Actugl 'I:uiient \

f 1

Facial Procedures
Breast Surgeries
Laser Hair Removal
Body Contouring
Liposculpture
Call for your complimentary consultation:

(858) 720-1440

CARMEL VALLEY
11515 El Camino Real, Svite 150

www.ChangesPlasticSurgery.com

Certified by the
American Board of Plastic Surgery

®

Member
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS
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article explain it to me...ex-
plain it to us all — because,
unlike you, I don’t want to
sit on my pity potty at
home watching our “fair,
balanced” corporate-run
media. I have heard what
they have to say, and [ am
not convinced. I, as well as

continued from page 1
clear on the concept.” Well,
it seems by your article that
you are the only one that
does get it, John.

So please — in your next

HEALTH AND

1-hr. Full Body
Relaxation Massage

Deep Tissue Massage 1.5 hrs. 75

Customized Dermalogica Facial ~*55 D
Facials ® Waxing ® Massage -
Body Treatments
Bliss SRincare
3545 Midway Drive, Suite F
619-224-6884 N
Visit us at: www.blissskincare.com de"maloglca ¢

every person that I have
talked to at protests (and I
go “waste my time” there as
often as I can), want to un-
derstand the underlying
causes and effects of this
war on the people of Iraq
and our poor and minority
groups at home, so please

BEAUTY

# LASER MICRO-LIPO™

o Microscopic instruments and incisions
o Comfortable and safe with optimal results

discount ® No general anesthesia
q’j NEW IMAGE
¥ | COSMETIC SURGERY

Jeffry Schafer, M.D. « www.sandiegolipo.com
Coronado ¢ 1-800-810-6152

Embarrassing Male
Breast Tissue?

Our new laser-assisted instruments are more efficient, more
accurate, gentler, safer and less traumatic than other machines.
Give us a weekend and we will give you a new image.
Results may vary.

I.l
f .‘
}
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* 216 Before & After Photos Of Procedures
* Dr. Referrals / Brochures / Expert Advice

* Surgery Pricing Guides

* Recovery Process & Back To Work Time

* Checking Out Doctors Board Certification
* 25 Questions To Ask Your Doctor

* How To Finance Surgery / Low Payments

CALL 1-800-535-0380

SPONSORED BY: THE C

FiND ouT wHAT You MUST kvow ABouT
cosmeTic SURGERY, BEFORE your SURGERY

FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT e NO COST OR OBLIGATION

Z

tell me what the concept
is...I'm waiting.

And for you to imply that
the protesters should “go
home and watch it on tele-
vision like the rest of us
have to” is just bullshit...
cry me a river, John. This
country guarantees us the
right to speak out, and people
that sit home and wait for
TV to explain reality to them
have no place criticizing
people who are out in the
real world trying to make a
difference for the better.
Turn off your TV and do
some research.

To suggest that someone
else should squelch their
right to speak out for or
against something that they
believe to be important is just
downright un-American.

Our country was founded
on the back of just this kind
of dissent and vocalization
for or against beliefs. “Too
fuckin’ late”?1? It’s too fuck-
ing late once we all do shut
up and let our leaders have
their way unchecked. And
“what did we do to deserve
this?” If you are really ask-
ing that question seriously,
then not only should you
turn your TV off, but you
should unplug it, open a
window, and throw it as far
as you fucking can...U.S.
policy in the Middle East
for the last 30 years led to
this, and you should defi-
nitely not take my word for
it...try reading something
for a change. Pull your head
from the ass of our corpo-
rate-controlled media long

enough to recognize it as
the propaganda tool that it
is... Just do some research
(isn’t that what journalists
are supposed to do?) on who
owns our media and who
will benefit from this war
and it will become painfully
obvious that there are big-
ger forces at work here than
“hateful and villainous”
Saddam and Bush. It seems
like everything just annoys
you whether you have a rea-
son or not, and I fear it’s
from some unfounded su-
periority complex that you
obviously can’t back up with
reality, hence the anger and
the shrink.

You know, the irony is
that you had a half-page ar-
ticle in a widely distributed
weekly publication where

GET READY FOR SUMMER

A premier
laser clinic for
women and men

Free
consultations
available

¢ Laser Hair Removal
LightSheer Diode Laser

Safe, convenient and affordable. FDA approved for permanent
hair removal.

Men’s Special i
Chest or Back 20% Off |

With this ad. Expires 4/30/03.

* IPL Photorejuvenation
Effectively eliminates signs of rosacea, brown spots, age spots,
sun damage, broken capillaries, spider veins and more.

* Microdermabrasion
Treat yourself to a “lunchtime peel” for softer, smoother skin.

Advantage Laser
Aesthetic Center

760-598-1018
100 N. Rancho Santa Fe Road, Suite 119, San Marcos

| )
OSMETIC SURGERY INFORMATION CENTER™

.. .A NON-PROFIT PUBLIC BENEFIT ORGANIZATION PROVIDING INFORMATION,

EDUCATION AND ASSISTANCE TO THE PUBLIC SINCE 1985

*Certain restrictions may apply. Paid for by an association of participating Board Certified Physicians referred by Cosmetic Surgery Information Center. © 2002 COSMETIC SURGERY INFORMATION CENTER, INC.™




FEEL CONFIDENT,
LOOK GREAT.

F 9
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—
Surgical Services: Also Offering:
~ Breast Enlargement ~ Liposuction ~ Botox
~ Breast Lift - Tummy Tuck ~ Skin Care

~ Laser Skin Resurfacing ~ Face-Lift
~ Rhinoplasty - Eyelid Lift

~ Endermologie

~ Dermapeel

DEL MAR PLASTIC SURGERY

( /) Larry H. Pollack, M.D.

® 12395 El Camino Real ® Suite 204 ¢ Del Mar * CA 92130
Member 858.350.1301

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

www.delmarplasticsurgery.com

The
Diamond
Peel

Experience the Ultimate
in Microdermabrasion

* Enhances already beautiful skin
with no downtime

¢ Reduces wrinkles

* Clears sun-damaged skin

* Lightens altered pigmentation

e Clears fine lines

Turbo Diamond Peel

For Problem SKin

* Especially good for acne, acne scars, facial scars,
deeply pigmented areas and pitting * All with no downtime

°
: Special Offer *50 :
I Reg. *100 I
| Dermabrasion/Microdermabrasion. |
| With this ad. Not valid with other offers. Expires 4/16/03. |
[ 9 ™ |

Call for a free consultation: 619-470-7880
Edwin W. Reiner, M.D.

120 S. Meadowbrook Drive, San Diego ® www.lunchtimefacepeel.com

you could have provided
the public with some infor-
mation about this tragic
misappropriation of United
States government funds
and resources (such as the
slashing of veterans’ bene-
fits as we make more vet-
erans), but instead you
chose to bash both sides of
the argument and cry about
how no one gets it and it’s
too late to make a differ-
ence. You could have taken
the space to really voice a
strong stance on this issue
one way or another, but in-
stead you decided to cry
about the fact that you have
to deal with it. Tough,
John...we all do. If you
don’t like it, maybe you
should stop being a little
defeatist crybaby and do
something about it besides
complaining about how you
did nothing to deserve it.
The American way of life
that you so enjoy means that
you are in bed with the per-
petrators of this killing spree
as are we all....to change this
society we have to change
ourselves, and that is exactly
what no one wants to hear.
I don’t want this anger either,
John, but here it is, and I for
one will not dilute it with
television and other media
propaganda designed to
elicit quiet compliance with
the erosion of our constitu-
tional rights. ’'m using my
anger to try to make a dif-
ference. I suggest you do the
same while we still can. Go
home? I am fucking home,
and [ want mine to be a home
where I can speak out pub-
licly against a tyrannical,
dictatorial leader who doesn’t
represent my views or those
of anyone that I personally
know without being told to
shut up. A war isn’t over just
because it started. It’s not

too late to speak out...yet.
Name Withheld
Downtown

Johnson’s Textbook
Secret

Re “City Lights” 3/20/03,
concerning “Payoffs” by
Matt Potter: Once again
Matt Potter got it right, and
the other local reporters did
not! Once again San Diego
City Schools unearths in-
dividuals and organizations
willing to sell out their own
people for money. The John-
son Elementary “task force”
was supposed to be a group
of concerned community
citizens who would meet
and attempt to agree on so-
lutions to the parents’ com-

A Higher Level
of Beauty

Plastic Surgery

M.K. Batra, M.D., EA.C.S.

Do you qualify for our
Breast Implant Study?

858-847-0800
Q Call for your

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF

v complimentary consultation.

Laser Hawr
Removal

First 1/2 hour of any area only.

COASTAL LASER & SKIN
Cory Ronan, R.N.

858—794—8200

Call for your complimentary
consultation and test patch.
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plaints. We now know the
so-called “Facilitator” of
this task force was paid
$10,000 for her role. Small
wonder things have been
going so slowly. No wonder
concerned Johnson Ele-
mentary parents published
a 3/13/03 article in Voice &
Viewpoint about how “the
task force has been used by
the district to prevent ac-
tion instead of producing
action.”

For readers who may have
forgotten, on December 9,
2002, more than 200 San
Diego parents, grandpar-
ents, students, and commu-
nity members staged a
protest walkout from John-
son Elementary in Emerald
Hills. One of the main is-
sues raised by the Johnson
parents was that of text-
books — textbooks that

have been sitting in boxes at
Johnson since the begin-
ning of the school year.
These are textbooks that
should have been in classes
and being used by teachers
to instruct Johnson stu-
dents, and here’s the untold
secret:

There is a law called
AB 466 that spells out how
California will pay extra
money to school districts
that want to make sure their
teachers understand how
best to use new textbooks
aligned with the state aca-
demic content standards.
SDCS has already paid
$23.6 million for these new
books. Johnson’s allotment
of those books from the dis-
trict is what’s been sitting in
boxes and not distributed
to the teachers and students
under direct orders from the

current school administra-
tion. And why has the dis-
trict insisted upon that
course of events? The rea-
son given is that “training”
for the teachers was not
completed, but consider
this:

Part of federal and state
education law says school
districts that receive Title I
or Compensatory Education
(schools with more than 60
percent disadvantaged stu-
dents) funds MUST use books
aligned with state stan-
dards — phonics only. But
this administration doesn’t
want to abandon its “whole
language” curriculum. So
one of the reasons Johnson
Elementary students have
been without textbooks and
full-time teachers since Sep-
tember has been because
this administration doesn’t

want “Direct Instruction” —
a scientifically proven phon-
ics-based teaching method —
to come back into that school.
Furthermore, according to
teachers who have been at
the training sessions for the
new textbooks, the district
and its training consultants
have been telling teachers to
ignore the new state-ap-
proved textbooks and merely
use them as “resource” books,
but NOT the core text for
student instruction. In other
words, ignore the state stan-
dards, ignore federal and
state laws, and ignore the
needs of the Johnson Ele-
mentary children.

No wonder the district
had to pay someone $10,000
to lead these trusting par-
ents astray.

Mike MacCarthy
San Diego

HEALTH AND

BEAUTY

ELIMINATES
WRINKLES AND
FROWN LINES

Years of
Experience

¢ FDA approved
¢ Fast, safe, affordable
¢ Unsurpassed results

Botox:

‘99

SAN DIEGO MEDICAL 8380 Rio San Diego Drive

E IACED FIMTED Suite 1040, Mission Valley
LHJLEN UL LN G the Hyundai bldg., near the Marriott Hotel)

1-888-SD LASER

1-888-735-2737 + www.sandiegolasercenter.com

LASER HAIR REMOVAL ¢ LASER COLLAGEN REGENERATION ¢ AGE SPOTS

Laser Removal of

Spider Veins

or Rosacea
From Your Face or Legs

ww di

Are you ’ If so, stateofhe-art
" fired gf y laser technology
iding unsightly can erase your
spider veins or spider veins or
rosacea rosacea complefely.
on your For men and
legs and face? After women.
FAST « COMFORTABLE » AFFORDABLE
: Pl s Our results
(cfxp AL IACID LNTED are Lm.su;pa:ssed.'
Excellence... LH)LN \LNILN e
sk us why.
SAN DIEGO LASER CENTER

8880 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 1040, Mission Valley (in the Hyundai bldg., near the Marrioft Hotel]

1-888-SD LASER
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.com e (888.735.2737)

McGrory’s Cash
Bonanza
Re “McGrory’s Folly, part
I1?” (City Lights, March 20)

Why would anyone ex-
pect ex-San Diego city man-
ager McGrory to mend mor-
ally and ethically deficient
ways? He’s always been able
to stuff his pockets full at
taxpayers’ expense. He just
changes his employment to
the source of the largest
bankroll for his own pock-
ets. Right now his money
sources happen to be Sol Price
and his wealthy cronies who
own our city. If these wealthy
cronies want any airport or
any public or private lands,
Jack McGrory will rip off
anyone including taxpayers
to get it for them. McGrory
has his other morally and
ethically deficient contacts
in the City who will see that
he gets what he wants, for
their payoft, also at taxpay-
ers’ expense. If McGrory
wants Montgomery Field
for his wealthy employers, it
will happen.

We’re sick and tired of
hearing how generous Sol
Price is to redevelop City

Heights. What’s generous
about ripping off the people
of City Heights or anyplace
of their properties and then
gaining personal benefits
for this injustice? Any sports
complex he builds to appease
those he’s ripped off pales
in comparison to the rede-
velopment and ownership
rights he gains with this Jack
McGrory-acquired gift. It’s
the same story with John
Moores. Malin Burnham
has also been doing it for
years. They acquire wealth at
the expense of others with
the City’s help. Sol Price
certainly knew what he was

Reader
Classifieds
are on the Web

Updated every Wednesday.
Respond to ads before they

appear in the Reader!

SanDiegoReader.com

Laser Hair

Call for FREE consultation:
858-454-8811

Introductory
Offers:

$40 Upper Lip
Special

$95 per 1/2 hour
on first session

(one area)
La Jolla Dermatology and 25°/t° Of: all f<t1“0W'
. up treatments
Cosmetic Surgery Center | . )
Howard Milstein, MD, and Associates ]
7334 Girard Ave., Suite 201, La Jolla | Offers good with
this ad only.

Expires 5/31/03.
New patients only.
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The Ultimate Experience in Breast Enhancement

Transumbilical Breast Augmentation

More and more San Diegans are preferring to use their “navel” for breast
augmentation! The Transumbilical approach provides patients the opportunity
to have their breast augmentation surgery performed in a way that is safer,
yields a faster recovery time, and - best yet - leaves no visible scar!

This procedure is fast becoming the preferred method for patients

Shumway Institute Open House!
Join us for an informal event and enjoy a tour of our facilities,
view patient before-and-after photos, and conduct an intimate
discussion with our physician and staff. Same-day treatments

(Botox, Collagen, Facials) available as well.

April 26, 2003 ¢ 9:00 am-Noon
Please call to RSVP

858-587-2640

Complimentary Consultation

looking to achieve breast enhancement, and with over
7 years of experience in performing this revolutionary approach,
Dr. Robert A. Shumway is their surgeon of choice!

The Shumway Institute ~ Robert A. Shumway, M.D., FA.C.S.

www.shumwayinstitute.com ~ www.abetterbreastaug.com




UV-FREE TAN
SUNLESS »¢
EXPRESS

$ The Superior
UV-Free Spray
Reg. $25. First visit only.

3 TANS °3

Valid 7 days from startup.

One-time offer only.
2 9 per month
. No contract. First month only.
+8
- ') 1 2 4 per month
: SINCE 1989 Monthly automatic debit.
UN LOUNGE ) useyoumsaciaseat
H "
T e R any of our locations!!
: Offers valid through 4/9/03.
San Diagjo, Cafiton® Some restrictions apply.
www.suniounge.com
FLETCHER HILLS HILLCREST PACIFIC BEACH
2812 Fletcher Pkwy. [next to Vons] 1040 University #B-209 [across from Ralphs] 1856 Garnet Ave. next to Coco's]
619-668-0282 619-683-2066 858-273-1672
CLAIREMONT CARMEL MTN. EL CAJON DEL MAR HEIGHTS
4340 Genesee #105 10175 Rancho Carmel Dr. 1125 Avocado Ave. 3545 Del Mar Heights Rd, I
Inext to Hollywood Video]  [across from Stuft Pizzal ~ [next to Rite Aid in Vons Ctrl lexttoRite Al California Tan
858-2775979 858-618-4772 619-447-1177 858-792-9392 -

OPENEVERY DAY * EXTENDED HOURS * NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY AT SAN DIEGO’S LARGEST AND BEST-EQUIPPED TANNING SALONS.

Ready for Summer!

Before After

Let us sculpt a new you. Using Tumescent Liposuction
you can have the body you wish for, safely, in an outpatient setting.
Call for a free consultation.

Face-Lift B Small-Incision Face-Lift
Endoscopic Forehead- & Brow-Lift B Eyelid Surgery
Neck Liposuction B Fat Microinjections (face & lips)
Thermalift, Nonsurgical Face-Lift B Botox B Photorejuvenation

Face Beautiful
2023 W. Vista Way, Vista
760.726.6451
www.face-beautiful.com

Rejuva Spa
1030 Pearl Street, Suite 4, La Jolla
858.456.5852
WWw.rejuvaspa.com

doing in hiring McGrory.
What’s new in our City?
Name Withheld
San Diego

Less Box Rhetoric
Reference to Patrick Daugh-
erty’s “The Last Good Day”
column in the March 20
edition where he takes a
shot at the Chargers and also
the current administration
of the country “...the Charg-
ers are leaving...” and “...the
U.S. is so isolated. ..it won’t
name...its supporters for
fear of embarrassing them
in front of their own peo-
ple...” Perhaps Mr. Daugh-
erty should take his head
out of the sand and do some
homework.

The Chargers situation
involves a legal issue, which
involves whether or not the
team has an option to break
a contract that binds them
to this city. It’s a c