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We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by call-
ing 619-235-3000, ext. 460; ad-
dress them to Letters to the Edi-
tor, Box 85803, San Diego CA
92186-5803; fax them to
619-231-0489; or e-mail them to
letters@SanDiegoReader.com
via the Internet. Please include
your name, address, and tele-
phone number. Letters may be
edited for length and clarity.

Fearless Reader
Just picked up the Reader.
The cover! I've always loved
the main stories of the Reader.
They’re so well written and so
fascinating, can’t get enough
of them. But just the cover is
so beautifully written. ’'m in-
trigued. I've always loved
the Reader. It’s cutting-edge
news; it’s not afraid. And
I’'m looking forward to this
article, this “Three a.m.”
(February 27).
Susan Kolmorgan
Alpine

Super-Writer-Poet-
Boy

I'm writing in regards to the
cover story “Three a.m.”
(February 27). I don’t have
a whole lot to say, other
than this dork Thomas Lux
was trying way-y-y-y too
hard to create a poetic im-
agery—filled story, basically
of some boring crap. What
goes on at 3:00 a.m.? Who
cares? The normal “tribe”
of people are in their damn
beds. He just goes on and
on with pointless details
that sound redundant and
stupid. For example, the crap
about pie charts — boring.
Stupid. The part where he
says something like a very
small crack in the ground
had a very small very yellow
flower in it. I mean, that’s
just lame and redundant.
He’s just trying so damn hard
to be super-writer-poet-boy.
I mean, all that lame crap
about oysters and neon this
or that; it’s just too much. I
mean, I can appreciate good
writing (Clive Barker), and I
think this guy Thomas has
potential; he just overdid
it a little.

The last thing that I
thought was real-1-1-1-ly lame
was the fact that, okay, he’s
writing about 3:00 to 4:00 a.m.
and what is going on, so in-
side the grocery store after all
the crap about the gay couple
and the oranges got more or-
ange — arrrgh, that just

sounds s0-0-0 stupid — he
then goes on to talk about
some Gothic-looking girl
with a tattoo. And this is
what pissed me off: what time
was it? 3:30 a.m. exactly,
right??? And what is the girl
buying? Beer. And when in
San Diego can you not buy
beer? 2:00 to 6:00 a.m. Be-
lieve me, I know; I’'m an al-
coholic. So that part was
obviously made up, and
most of the writing in this
story was s0-0-0-0 over-
done, it leads me to believe
that a lot of the other parts
were fakes too.

This letter was purely
constructive criticism, meant
in no way to upset or belit-
tle the author. It’s just some
stuff he may want to take a
look at.

Michael Easton
Carlsbad

More Culture, Less
Death

I just wanted to make one
comment regarding the cov-
ers that are chosen each week.
I suppose that what I have
to say is a complaint. But 'm
curious as to why there’s
something disturbing pretty
much every week, photo-
graphs of something that’s
disturbing every week on
the cover. I see so few cov-
ers that are uplifting and in-
spirational, and we’re in a
time when we really need a
lot of inspirational things,
and there’s a lot to resource
in that arena. So I would like
to put my vote in for weekly
covers that have more cul-
tural interest, a broader vision
of the way things can be,
more beautiful imagery,
rather than people dead on
the road and people being
arrested, such as this week
(February 27), and on and
on and on.

People always appreciate,
especially when we’re in a
time of crisis, that there are
answers and solutions to
the problems. So, more ar-
ticles and more imagery of
things that are very helpful
and healing, I think, would
be of tremendous service to
people.

Susan Low
Rancho Santa Fe

Get Busy, Donna

I read your article “It’s Hard
to Move When You’re 927
(“City Lights,” February 27).
What is up with Donna Frye?
How can she even mention
the Chargers stadium situ-
ation in the same breath as

continued on page 75
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CITY LIGHTS

An archive of City Lights stories can be searched on the Internet at SanDiegoReader.com

Virtual fundraising Ex—San Diego
city councilman Byron Wear, at least tem-
porarily sidelined from
electioneering after cop-
ping a plea to ethics
charges over his cam-
paign-funding practices,
is keeping his hand in
local school-board pol-
itics. He and wife Brid-
get were listed among
sponsors of a recent get-
together at the Savoy
Circle house in Point Loma of Kim Jessop
and her jeweler husband Jim for San Diego
Unified School District board member
Katherine Nakamura. “I would like to in-
vite you to visit with one of our new School
Board Members, Katherine Nakamura,”
wrote Bridget in a recent e-mail. “This is a
great opportunity to meet with Katherine
and speak to her about important issues we
would like addressed in the Point Loma
Cluster Community.” Themes to be dis-
cussed, according to an online invitation,
included “Are Our Schools Worthy of Our
Children? Has the Golden State Missed the
Golden Opportunity? Where Is the Com-
mon Ground on the School Board?” Other
listed sponsors of the event included lawyer
Tyler Cramer, a member of the city’s hous-
ing commission and the Chamber of Com-
merce’s “Education Roundtable” and his
wife Susan; Ted Cramer, his wife Julie; and
real estate man Matt Spathas of Sentre
Partners, along with wife Kris. One attendee
reports that fundraising envelopes were dis-
cretely passed around after Nakamura
spoke. According to a February 3 filing,
Nakamura’s campaign had an outstanding
debt of $41,365 as of December 31 of last
year. Unpaid bills included $33,865 owed
to consultant Bobby Glaser’s La Jolla
Group and $1500 to Classic Yacht Charters.
Nakamura lent her campaign $7607, ac-
cording to the filing. Wear was forced to
forgo a $139,500-a-year job as airport com-
missioner after agreeing to pay a $2000 fine
to the city’s ethics commission to settle a
seven-count allegation that he had failed to
pay a campaign vendor within the required
90 days and had accepted contributions
over the maximum limits.

Byron Wear

Irish family boozing This year, San
Diego’s “Saint Patrick’s Day Parade and
Irish Family Festival,” set to “celebrate Irish
culture and tradition,” is being sponsored
by Guinness and Miller Lite beer. So who
is getting the event’s “Special Award”? Pat
Connors, an executive with Mesa Dis-
tributing, the county’s second-largest booze
distributor, which handles Guinness and
Miller. University of San Diego president
Alice Burke Hayes is the parade’s “Irish-
woman of the Year”” ... Retired San Diego
police captain Phil Jarvis, who in 2000 was
elected sheriff of Bonner County, Idaho, by
alandslide, has been charged with the mis-

demeanor crime of
disturbing the peace in
the small town of
Sandpoint after a party
at Eichardt’s Pub in-
volving his new girl-
friend. According to re-
ports in the Spokane
Phil Jarvis  Spokesman-Review,
Jarvis has been sepa-
rated from his wife, who lives in San Diego,
for about a year. He reportedly met
Stephanie Flannery while she was volun-
teering with the sheriff’s office. On the
evening of January 14, the paper says, Flan-
nery promised to call Jarvis after she got
home from work. When the sheriff didn’t
hear from her by 9:30, he called and left a
message: “So you're off with somebody and
I suspect it’s a guy... You told me you were
going to get home tonight early. Did you
think I would not worry?” Then he headed
over to Flannery’s house, where, according
to a police report, he said he saw her em-
bracing another man on the sidewalk. Jarvis
allegedly swung at the man, and the man
swung back. Flannery allegedly punched
Jarvis, breaking her little finger. A week later,
charges were filed against Jarvis in the ad-
jacent county after Bonner’s district attor-
ney recused himself from the case.

MIINIY-NYWSINOdS INVIOdS

Countdown How does a convicted
stock manipulator spend his last hours be-
fore going to the slammer? In the case of Al
Palagonia, a former D.H. Blair brokerage
executive who copped a plea two years ago
in New York to pumping and dumping
penny stocks, he heads for the Super Bowl in
sunny San Diego for an orgy of pre-con-
finement partying. Ordered to pay several
million dollars in fines, Palagonia, 35, is also
reported by Institutional Investor to have re-
cently played a small role in the new Spike
Lee film, 25th Hour, as — what else? — a
crooked stockbroker ... San Diego political
consultants are salivating over the prospect:
as many as five or six propositions crowd-
ing next year’s March ballot. Pro-business
lobbyists are proposing a so-called “pay-
check protection” measure, to limit the ex-
penditure of union dues in local campaigns.
There also might be up to three proposi-
tions about raising the tax on hotel stays.
One sponsored by labor would earmark the
money for salaries; another, favored by
Mayor Dick Murphy, would leave spending
the funds in control of the city council; and
a third, authored by hotel interests, would
set the money aside for tourist promotion.
A possible utility-tax measure is also mak-
ing the rounds.

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips pub-
lished in this column. Call our voice mail
at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax your tip
to 619-231-0489.

Sandy Valley

Showdown

By Joe Deegan

erhaps because it started as Physicians

Insurance Company of Ohio and still

reports to shareholders as an insurance

business, PICO Holdings of
La Jolla doesn’t like to an-
swer questions about water-
resources development. The
firm refers inquiries to its
website and to its Nevada
subsidiary, Vidler Water
Company. But spokesman
Rich Sharpe does say that
PICO, now a diversified in-
vestment company, may

eventually be able to assist
San Diego with its water
procurement problems.
And the company’s chair-
man, Australian Ron Lang-
ley, states on the company’s
website, “I have been at-
tracted to water assets as an
asset class for many years.
One of my first investments
in North America was a wa-
ter utility in the northeast....
It is obvious that there is a
looming crisis in meeting
water demand in the west-
ern states.”

Key to PICO’s strategy in

entering the water-re-
sources-development busi-
ness is “reasonable and ben-
eficial use,” a concept from
western water law that also
figures prominently in San
Diego’s dispute with Impe-
rial County over use of wa-
ter from the Colorado River.
Though Imperial County
can claim seniority in water

Irrigation canal, Imperial Valley

rights on a first-come, first-
served basis, officials from
San Diego, among other
counties, are criticizing Im-
perial Valley farmers for
wasting water through inef-
ficient agricultural prac-
tices. And that hardly qual-
ifies as beneficial use. The
argument runs that the wa-
ter should go to where it is
needed most, the large
metropolitan areas.

PICO acquired Vidler
Water in 1995. In the past
several months, Vidler has
turned up as the bully in a

NI3TX JOr A8 HdV¥DOLOHd

David-and-Goliath show-
down making headlines in
the Arizona Republic, the
Las Vegas Review Journal,
and the Los Angeles Times.
Its diminutive but combat-
ive opponent in the story
has been the community of
Sandy Valley, Nevada, pop-
ulation 2275, located on the
California border 40 miles
southwest of Las Vegas. As-
pects of the story parallel
the water dispute between
San Diego and Imperial
Counties.

The conflict started
nearly four years ago when
Vidler applied to the
Nevada state engineer for
permission to pump 2000
acre-feet of the water un-
derneath Sandy Valley to
nearby Primm, Nevada, on
Interstate 15 leading into
Las Vegas and also on the
state border. (“Acre-foot”
means a unit of volume
equal to 325,853 gallons:
one foot’s depth over one
acre). Primm wants the wa-
ter so that it can go ahead
with development plans
that include a new casino.

In response to an ad-
ministrative hearing decid-
ing the matter in June of last
year, both sides in the dis-
pute have gone to district
court in Las Vegas to reverse
state engineer Hugh Ricci’s
ruling that Vidler could take
415 acre feet of water un-
derneath Sandy Valley. On
January 22, each side sub-
mitted briefs for the trial,
which has yet to be sched-
uled, and had one addi-
tional month to reply to the
brief of its opponent.

Crucial to the issue is the
amount of water deemed
available for the taking. Vi-
dler vice president Steve
Hartmann says only that
supplies are “ample” for
what his company wants to
do. But Tom Buqo, the con-
sulting hydrologist for
Sandy Valley, disagrees. In
the administrative hearing,
according to Buqo, Vidler
used results from a test drill
to try “to portray that [the
aquifer] they hit is part of
this vast regional system.
And that is simply not true.
Sandy Valley is located in
the upper reaches of one
portion of that system. The
only water that they have in
Sandy Valley is derived from

continued on page 6
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District Bulldozer
Crazy, Foes Claim

By Ernie Grimm

Viewed on a street map, the 32nd Street

canyon, as locals call it, is a patch of

blank page interrupting the north-south

grid of Golden Hill be-
tween Cedar and C Streets
to the north and south,
Edgemont and 33rd Streets
to the west and east. To the
San Diego Unified School
District, it looked like a
convenient place to build
an elementary school with
around $30 million of
Proposition MM money.
The five-block plot was
owned by the City of San
Diego, which, by law,
would have to sell it to the
school district. And a few
houses would have to be
acquired — by eminent do-
main, if necessary — and
razed to build the school.
But to some residents of
the neighborhood, the
canyon, through which a

building on the canyon’s
west edge. “We knew that
there were three to four
sites in the area being con-
sidered. Then all of a sud-
den we were sent a notice
stating that the choices
were being narrowed down
and that it looked as
though the 32nd Street
canyon was going to be the
site. This was just a big
shock to all of us because
we thought that there were
still three or four sites be-
ing considered.”

Since finding out about
the school district’s plans,
Sandersfeld and a few other
residents have fought to
preserve the canyon. One of
the others is Tershia d’El-
gin, a writer who lives two

Tershia d’Elgin behind deer grass, 32nd Street canyon

seasonal stream runs, offers
a verdant view, a place to
take walks, look at native
plants and wildflowers, and
watch birds; a slice of na-
ture through an otherwise
typical urban-housing
tract. So when news of the
school board’s plan to build
a school in the canyon hit
the neighborhood, many
residents reacted against
the idea. “I guess that
would be about almost two
years ago,” says Mary Ann
Sandersfeld, who lives in an
eight-unit condominium

blocks west of the canyon
on C Street. Tall and thin,
her black hair streaked with
gray, d’Elgin stands on the
sidewalk on C Street, just
east of 32nd Street, looking
north into the canyon,
which is green from recent
winter rains. Though no
water runs through the
canyon, the creek bed is still
moist and muddy, and the
grass is thick and tall. The
west bank of the canyon
rises up 50 to 60 feet above
the floor. The east bank is
much lower. As an airliner

on its way to Lindbergh
Field rumbles overhead,
d’Elgin says, “They thought,
‘We’ll just put the school
here and not have to worry
about acquiring so many
houses. But when we took
a careful look at the envi-
ronmental impact report
after the site had been cho-
sen, it turned out that they
had not done a careful or
accurate biological assess-
ment. So then everybody
said, ‘Wait a second here: if
you are going to destroy
things, let’s look at this a bit
more carefully.”

In looking more care-
fully, d’Elgin discovered
that the site had once been
recommended by the
Golden Hill Community
Planning Group for per-
manent open space. But,
unfortunately for her cause,
the city council never fully
dedicated the canyon as
such. Still, d’Elgin, Sander-
sfeld, and a growing num-
ber of area residents con-
tinued to rally to preserve
the canyon. And they
brought the struggle to the
attention of the Audubon
Society, the Sierra Club,
and the California Native
Plant Society. Eric Bowlby,
a member of the Sierra
Club, stands with d’Elgin
on the C Street sidewalk
overlooking the canyon.
“Some people, when they
look at this canyon, see a
fragmented, impacted ur-
ban canyon that is half full
of garbage and invasive

plant species and some-
what trashed. Other people
look at it, and they see an
opportunity for streambed
restoration in a nature
classroom for the school
that is coming, and they
also see an opportunity to
restore the water-quality
benefits of the riparian and
wetland habitats that are
associated with this type of
ephemeral stream.”

But, at one time, the San
Diego Unified School Dis-
trict intended to encase the
creek in a four-sided con-
crete culvert, like the one
being built alongside Inter-
state 8 in the College Area
as part of the new trolley

construction. After the
stream was encased, d’El-
gin says, “The plan was to
grade this hill [on the west
side of the canyon] to flat-
ten out the canyon and
then build a school on top
of that.”

Under that plan, a variety
of native plants stood to be
lost along with the creek.
And, according to native-
plant expert Dave Buchanan,
the canyon is an example of
one of the rarer types of na-
tive habitats. “It’s a little
pocket of southern maritime
chaparral,” he explains.

“It’s a type of habitat
that is very threatened by
development all through-

32nd Street canyon, Golden Hill

Tom Mitchell

out Southern California be-
cause it’s a transitionary as-
sociation between the coast
sage scrub and the strict
chaparral areas. That hap-

continued on page 14

Neal Obermeyer
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CITY LIGHTS|
Showdown

continued from page 4
the mountains immediately
to the east.”

Bugqo also says that Vi-
dler is “erroneously” claim-
ing that the California res-
idents who inhabit the

same basin as Sandy Valley
residents “are pumping
from a different aquifer.
And that is not the case.
The aquifers are intercon-
nected, so that the people
in Sandy Valley, Nevada,
and the people on the Cal-

ifornia side use the same
water as what Vidler inter-
cepted in their well.

“The farmers on the Cal-
ifornia side of the basin,”
says Buqo, “are using greater
quantities of water than the
perennial yield, and that’s

CITYLIGHTS
why we’ve had a continual  tinual decline in water levels
water-level decline in that  in Sandy Valley since about
basin. To verify it, I used the 1960.

information from the U.S. “Vidler is trying to por-
Geological Survey and also tray things in a manner that
from the California Water ~ would come out favorable
Resources Department, and to them,” Buqo continues.
both data sets show a con- continued on page 8
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MICRODERMABRASION

WITH PURCHASE OF
ANY 5 SERVICES!
WITH THIS AD!

CAN BE GIVEN AS A
GIFT CERTIFICATE!

6950 Friars Road
Suite 110, San Diego
(opposite Fashion Valley Mall)

Slobal

www.globallasercosmetics.com
*Call for details. Consultation must be booked by 3/30/03.

6 San Diego Reader March 6, 2003

Price per treatment area with the purchase of 5 treatment areas.
Cannot be combined with any other offers. FDA Approved.

e B ool & 5 9* |
|

* Reduce unwanted hair from virtually every

part of the body
l.rDA Approved

Price per treatment area for the treatment of mid-eyebrow area with the purchase of a package
of 5. Prices may be higher for other treatment areas. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

199’}

| Laser Collagen

| Skin Rejuvenation

| : Fine Wrinkles
| © Acne Scars

Price for the treatment of a 4x4-centimeter area of the face with the purchase of a package
I of 5 sessions. Prices are higher for larger treatment areas. Cannot be combined with any
other offers.
I I I D I D D B D D B B B B . -

* Large Pores

| Photofacial Treatment (IPL)

5199

* Pigmentations
* Birthmarks

I Price for the treatment of hands or feet with purchase of 3 treatments. Prices may vary for

Lther treatment areas of the body. Cannot be combined with any other offers.

* Age Spots
l. Face Redness

* Rosacea

—— = —

lMlcrodermabrasmn $4 5 |

* Fine Wrinkles * Sun Damage
I * Roughness * Pigmentation I
» Acne :

Price valid with the purchase of any other treatment of $199 or more. Limited to one

LMicrodermabrasion. Regularly priced at $84 per treatment with the purchase of a package of S.J

::::::::::::::::.I

! Laser Vein Removal $2 49 |

l. Spider Veins * Blue Veins I
I - Red Capillaries * Varicose Veins
p

I Price for five minutes of Laser Vein Procedure. Cannot be combined with

Lany other offers.
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Good Music... Small Packages

Stop in to see our selection of the best portable music players

The smallest, most advanced portables are Panasonic e-wear™

Super small e-wear

MP3 Player/Recorder

This is the ultimate e-wear music
player. It can store tons of music, and
will play for up to 50 hours on a single
charge. And did we mention that it's
just a little bigger than a book of
matches? You'd be hard pressed to
find a smaller, better MP3

player anywhere.

$2 4999 (Svspgo) E-We&l Panasonic :

Also available at tweeter.com

(Actual Size)

(Actual Size)

e-wear MP3 Player/Recorder

This snazzy and compact e-wear gadget
weighs only 1.5 oz. and it's a top-notch
MP3 player and recorder. It comes with a
removable SD Memory Card for easy storage
and sharing of your MP3 music.

$1 4999 (SVSD50) E-wEal Panasonic

Also available at tweeter.com

e-wear —

Sony S2 Sports™ is high performance for all conditions

$2 Sports™ AM/FM/TV/Weather Band CD Walkman®

This baby is packed with all the entertainment an active person wants, and all
the information they need. It's a high quality CD player that lets you program
your tracks. It's also an AM/FM radio with a digital tuner and ample presets.

It even lets you hear the audio from TV stations and weather bands.

o Ultimate Skip-Free G-Protection (enjoy uninterrupted music even in rough terrain)

® CD-R/RW Playback (plays your personally recorded discs too)

129 prsonn SONy &2 ==

Also available at tweeter.com

F E=—=s /o o

S2 Sports™ Street Style™
Radio Walkman®
These cool headphones have everything
you need for tunes on the go...and
nothing you don't. All the electronics are
built into the comfortable headphones,
so there's no bulky player to carry
around or cords to get tangled in.
 AM/FM/TV Tuner (listen to your

favorite radio and TV stations)
® 30 station presets

$5999 (SRFHMO1V)

Also available at tweeter.com
SONY

? Soorts

Research and shop online at www.tweeter.com

Coming Soon! Costa Mesa 1835 Newport Blvd. 949-722-9200
Chino 3809 Grand Ave. 909-530-5700

Chula Vista 614 Palomar St. 619-426-0300

Chula Vista-Rancho Del Rey 865 East “H" St. 619-656-9700
El Cajon 350 North Second St. 619-444-6177

Encinitas 172 North EI Camino Real 760-634-1112

Escondido 1346 W. Valley Pkwy. 760-747-8700

La Mesa 8827 Murray Dr. 619-460-3900

NEW! Palm Desert 72885 Hwy. 111 760-776-6600

Riverside 3502 Tyler St. 909-509-1600

San Diego-Clairemont 5504 Balboa Ave. 858-277-8003

San Diego-La Jolla 8610 Genesee Ave. 858-550-8000

San Diego-Mission Valley 1144 Camino Del Rio North 619-220-7000
San Diego-Sports Arena 3445 Sports Arena Blvd. 619-226-3500
Temecula 41669 Winchester Rd. 909-296-9933

Vista 1950 Hacienda Dr. 760-945-5300

All products subject to prior sale. All promotional offers subject to change without notice. Photography shown is representational.
We reserve the right to correct and/or clarify errors due to typography, photography, or printing. Prices subject to change without
notice. Limited quantities. © March 6, 2003 Tweeter Home Entertainment Group. 2922
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CITY LIGHTS

Showdown

continued from page 6

“In so doing, they did some
unusual things in their pro-
cedure. The thing that I
had the most problem with
is that they spent all this
money to go out and drill

awell, and then they didn’t
bother to analyze the data.
As 1 pointed out in a
protest hearing, why in the
world would somebody do
that unless they didn’t like
the answer? I analyzed the
data, and I came up with

CITY LIGHTS

the answer using accepted
techniques, and I can see
why Vidler wouldn’t like
the answer.”

In its appeal of the re-
sults of the administrative
hearing, Vidler is arguing
that it should have access to

CITY LIGHTS

some of the water under-
neath Sandy Valley that is
not being used. Says Steve
Hartmann, “We believe
that there were a number
of old permits that had es-
sentially been abandoned
in that area. Those should

CITY LIGHTS

have been available. Under
Nevada law, when you
don’t use that water, then
those who want to put it to
use should be entitled to do
so. The law of the state is
that the water belongs to
the people of Nevada, sub-

(After Rebate)

DEAL

"397

Add a second, third or fourth line for *19.99/month.

Free M

(NIOKIA 7210)

i $ 3 99 Regular Price
| =200
- ‘ oo Mail-in Rebate

999 Cellular

Instant Rebate

DIEGO!

999 CELLULAR WILL PAY
YOUR SALES TAX!

999

CELLULAR

Free Phone + Free Activation” + No Sales Tax!

(Free Activation Ends March 13)

999 Cellular will pay your activation fee & sales tax!

One-Year Contract Only!
All Phones Include: FREE Leather Case * FREE Car Charger * FREE Hands-Free Set

Family Share Plan Special

* * 600 ANYTIME MINUTES
e Unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
* Nationwide Long Distance Included
* 500 Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes per Family

(Best Deal In Town)

Call store for details.

two months

@ mMmoToroLa v (5()i )

$ 1 99 Regular Price
=149
$ 50 Mail-in Rebate

Instant Store
Rebate

CENTERS

°
Mira Mesa
9017 Mira Mesa Boulevard

-4 149 Instant Store Rebate
-3 5 o Mail-In Rebate

—( ERICSSONZ= T68i > =250 Anytime Minutes
B : = Unlimited Nights
s 199 Regular Price & Weekends

858.271.8988

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 am-6 pm
Saturday & Sunday 11 am-6 pm

*0

Clairemont/
Kearny Mesa

%* No Charge
After
Rehate

= Nationwide Long
Distance Included

*29...

- $49 Instant Store Rebate
B ol

* No charge
after rebate

$ 9 9 Regular Price
-3 l oo Mail-In Rebate

$ (0}

Make $50
After Rebate

9353 Clairemont Mesa Boulevard

858.569.7979

Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-6 pm
Saturday 11 am-6 pm

*Limited time offer; call for details. Requires credit approval, $36 activation fee, a cancellation fee of $175 and a digital multi-network phone. Requires activation on a one- or two-year contract. May
not be available in all areas. Rates do not apply to credit card calls. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included and promotional minutes cannot be carried over to
any other month and must be used in the Home Calling Area. Roaming, additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes apply. Coverage available in most areas. Equipment
prices are for new customers. Subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan brochure. May not be available with other offers. Prices subject to change. **999 Cellular will pay you the

activation fee after receipt of your first bill. Call for details. Some restrictions may apply. Offer expires 3/13/03.

ject to the beneficial use by
individuals.”

But Sandy Valley’s attor-
ney, Byron Mills, claims that
the Vidler approach to ac-
quiring unused water
“would be a violation of the
due process rights” of indi-
vidual valley residents. “We
do have a statute that says
that five years of nonuse re-
sults in a forfeiture. But the
state engineer has proce-
dures he’s supposed to fol-
low. They have hearings.
They’re supposed to send
out a one-year notice prior
to any forfeiture of water
rights. It’s not an automatic,
‘Oh, it looks like you haven’t
used for five years, your wa-
ter’s gone, we can give it to
Vidler. But that’s what Vi-
dler would like.

“We presented an open-
ing brief as well,” says Mills.
“It was based on the fact
that the state engineer ig-
nored the evidence that was
presented at the adminis-
trative hearing. Sandy Val-
ley sits on the border of
California and Nevada, and
the California side is two
counties, Inyo and San
Bernardino. Both counties
ended up becoming inter-
ested parties and testifying
at the hearing”

(The California counties
side with Sandy Valley in
not wanting Vidler to pump
any water out of the basin
they share.)

“The majority of the
farming in this little basin
takes place on the Califor-
nia side,” Mills continues.
“And, in his decision, the
state engineer acknowl-
edged that the California
side uses about 8000 acre-
feet, and the Nevada side,
obviously, a lot less than
that. He then determined,
however, that the recharge,
the water coming into the
basin, is 2200 acre-feet. And
even though he acknowl-
edges that this shows a huge
deficit in the water, he said,
‘T'm not even going to pay
attention to the California
side; and granted Vidler the
415 acre-feet.

“We feel that it was an
abuse of his discretion to ig-
nore the use on the Califor-
nia side. It’s all coming out
of this tiny basin. To allow
more water to leave the
basin, in my opinion, is ir-
responsible and can result
in severe damage to these
residents. They have no

continued on page 13
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619-235-8200

Bankruptcy Law Firm
Former trustee attorney can file your case.
619-239-6000. Call now!

Sabretts-Sabretts-Sabretts

www.TheNewYorkHotdog.com
Open 7 days, 11am-3:30pm. Balboa at Mercury.

Websites From $399!

Websites, hosting, shopping carts, business cards,
logos. 619-226-2877 or www killergraffix.com.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $850 with $400 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxsolutionservices.com.

Entrepreneur? Inventor?

Writer? Performer? Ideas?
Get your project off the ground or

take your project to the next level

at the Free Enterprise Forum (not MLM).
“Where |deas Meet Capital and Experience.”
Dr. Richard Kaye, 760-633-3400.

24 Hour HIV Results

(most cases). STD tests, GYN, Urology, supportive
acupuncture, herbs, nutrition, integrated medicine.
Appts: Progressive Health Services, 619-222-9904.

Schizophrenia Study

Men and women between 18 and 65 years old are
needed to participate in a clinical research

study of an investigational drug. Volunteers
must be diagnosed with schizophrenia and must
consent to participation in a clinical study

before beginning any study-related activities.

Al office visits, medical evaluations, and study
medications related to this study will be
provided at no cost to patients. For more
information about this study, please contact
Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, 858-694-8350.

Paint The Flower Fields!

Watercolor/oil painting on site

in Carlsbad! Plein Air workshops.

Week-long workshops starting 3/31.
www.lajollastudioworkshops.com, 619-708-1704.

Lemon Law
Divorce-support-bankruptcy-expungements.
Immigration-Accidents. Law offices 619-299-4067.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Electronic filing, 24 hours/day.

Free consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.
www.bankruptcylegalgroup.com.

Car Accident? Work Injury?

San Diego, CA. Free report reveals your rights.
Before you settle your case or speak with anyone,
listen to the toll- free 24- hour recorded message.
Call toll free: 1-800-842-6103. Call now!

San Diego's Injury Experts
Auto accident? Injured? Don't get screwed by
insurance companies! Attorney Gary W. Rose,
free consult. 619-276-7673, 760-435-0047.

Zero Down

Home Purchase Loans

6% (6.171%) APR 30 year-4% (4.152% APR)
6 month ARM.

La Jolla Residential Mortgage. 1-888-414-8155.

Lungs-Are-Us 858-560-6908

All lung problems, i.e., asthma, cancer, emphysema.

Wipe Out Your Debt Now!

Call 24/7 and speak to experienced bankruptcy
attorney. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Bankruptcy Law Firm
Former trustee attorney can file your case.
619-239-6000. Call now!

Family Law Attorney
Divorce, child support, custody. psj_esq@msn.com.
Free consultation, Pete Johnson, 858-458-5882.

Divorce/Family Law
Custody-support-property-visitation. Free
consult! Attorney Karen Werve, 858-455-0885.

Divorce In A Day
Protect assets, preserve co-parenting relationship.
Attorney/mediator settles all issues in one visit.

Free consult. 760-720-9324, belindaesq@hotmail.com.

Arrested? Warrant?
DUI?

Avoid court! Avoid jail! Call now, 619-741-3860.

Complete Divorce $250

Attorney prepared divorce only $250. 619-291-4700.

Divorce Mediation

End your marriage, not your future!

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

$25 Chiropractic

Pacific Beach 858-581-1828; South Bay 619-426-2225.

Carpal Tunnel?

Call now for free report.

If you suffer from Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,
this report could change your life!

Call anytime, toll free, 1-866-269-8345.

Car Accident?
Call 858-4-LAWYER or 760-4-LAWYER.
Free consultation. Visit us at www.4-lawyer.com.

Credit Repair "Legitimate”
Don't Frown-No Money Down!
Since 1988, Local company. Call now! 800-700-0273.

Debt Reorganization
Mortgages, taxes, child support. Free consult.
Call anytime. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Bankruptcy-Debt Relief

www.sdbankruptcy.com
Are your debts just getting bigger?

Do you need a financial reset button?

Talk to Tom and decide—free 1/2 hour consult.
Thomas J. McKinney, Attorney-at-Law
619-296-0022, info@sdbankruptcy.com.

Child Support/Custody

Need help? Free initial phone consultation. Payment
plans. Attorney Elizabeth Lewis, 619-523-9900.

Simple Divorce $75
Affordable rates, MC/Visa/Amex. Se habla espanol.
Joseph B. Carnohan, Attorney. 858-483-9020.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

27 years IRS experience.

Income tax and collection problems.

Audit and appeals representation.

Tax return preparation. Current/unfiled returns.
Free consultation. Reasonable rates.

BJ Tax Consulting, 858-795-2180.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

E-mail Psychic $10 Reading

Mysticvoyager.com, Only $10 with special code #800
Quick response. Secure, professional, accurate.

Drowning In Debt?
Bankruptcy—fresh start.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Bankruptcy-Full Service!
$45 starts most cases. Save house- paycheck- car.
Attorney Ray Schimmel, LL.M. 619-291-9750

New! “Easy $10,600 Cash!"

Sleep, smoke, beer studies! Private, 858-492-8750.

Clinical Research Studies

Sharp Mesa Vista Hospital, San Diego's leader in
mental health, performs research studies for
medications to treat a variety of disorders. If you

or a loved one suffers from schizophrenia, manic
depressive (bipolar) disorder, Alzheimer's disease,
depression or other conditions, you may qualify for
one of these studies. Study- related medication is
provided at no cost and you may be compensated for
time and travel. Call 858-694-8350 for information
about current studies.

Massage School

1000-hour Holistic Program. Academy of Professional
Careers. Financial aid if qualified.

Massage clinics now open in La Mesa and San Marcos.
Full-body massage. $20/1 hour. HHP-24699.
800-400-1005.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Personal Advisor
Produce fulfilling results in your life personally/
professionally with practical support. 760-510-9080.

All Felonies/Misdemeanors
Warrants, expungements, juvenile court, DMV.
Experienced trial lawyer: Former JAG and prosecutor.

Downtown law office, evening/weekend appointments.

Attorney Jeremiah J Sullivan, 619-578-5958. Visa/MC.

Connect Body Mind
And Soul

Body wraps, body shampoo,

double massages available.

10am-5pm. Lic-20626.

Laura, 619-291-6948; cell, 619-300-2055.

Drunk Driving

Photo tickets—-DMV--warrants.

Free consult. Walk-in 5-7. Visa/MC. mrdui.com.
Mr. DUI--Mr. Ticket, Attorney, 619-563-1010.

SD Tattoo
619-235-TAT2

Walk-ins or appointments.

Criminal Background Check
Or Find Anyone

Does your boyfriend or girlfriend have a past?

Is your child's babysitter or coach a sex offender?
Have a classmate or old friend you want to find?
For business, legal or individuals from $24.

Call Netsource, 800-671-4227.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Frustrating Work Injury?

Not getting any better?

You do have options. Call now for free report,
“Secrets You Must Know If You've Been Injured At
Work!" Call anytime, toll free, 800-813-7792.

Manic Depressive Study
Manic depressive (bipolar) disorder affects
millions. If you have severe mood swings, racing
thoughts, irritability, increased energy and/or
poor sleep, you may qualify for a medication
research study. Study-related medication and
treatment are provided at no cost. You will be
compensated for time and travel.

Call 858-694-8350 for information.

Treatment-No Medication
Brainwave training, anxiety, depression, seizure,
pain, attention deficit, migraine, autism, strokes,
bipolar disorder. Judy Phillips, Ph.D. PSY-5643,
Drew Pierson, Ph.D. Sorrento Valley, 619-220-2525,
Jaime Castano, Ph.D. Encinitas, 760-632-5423.

Web Sites From $350 And Up

Graphic design/logos/business cards. 619-507-0826.

Tax Problems Solved!
Low flat fees. We come to you. 858-454-9031.

Put End To IRS Pain Now!

Free report could save you thousands! Call
1-800-869-4529 x312 (24 hours) for recorded message
and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
858-467-9164, www.fixabletax.com.

Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Trouble Making Payments?
Settle Debts For Less!

We will negotiate your debt & save you $1000s!
619-325-7150. www.atlantic-credit.com.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

Worker's Comp
619-234-5567
Protect your rights! Free legal consultation.

What Is Your Scent?

Designer perfumes at wholesale prices!

Gucci, Versace, Donna Karan, Chanel, Clinique,
CK, Armani and many more.

La Scala, 619-820-4589 or

e-mail at guisolorio@hotmail.com.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

Cash Now For Cars
Buying all/top dollar paid/619-425-5577; 619-884-5540

Criminal/DMV Record Erased

| can clear your DMV hassles, warrants, probation,
criminal record! Attorney Susan Marcus 619-294-2344.

Divorce, Custody $275!

Support, visitation $275. Bankruptcy $125.
Appointments 7 days, San Diego LDA#7. 619-390-5487.

Computer Training

Coleman College offers training in Computer
Applications and Networks, Computerized Business
Administration, Computer Graphic Design,
Computer Information Science, Computer Networks.
Career services available and financial aid for

those who qualify. Accredited member, ACIS.

La Mesa and San Marcos campuses. 800-430-2030.

Hypnosis Equals Results!
Quit Smoking. 1 session. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Get Out Of Debt Now

Pay 1/2 what you owe. Habla Espanol. 800-871-1624.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, Weight, Habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Divorce-Bankruptcy

Payment plans and mediation services available.
Results and experience matter. For results,

call Attorney Samuel S. Godkin at 619-544-6000.

Free HIV Testing
In The South Bay

San Ysidro Health Center. Oral test or blood draw
available. Free incentives Wednesdays and
Fridays, 9am-4pm. For information, 619-662-4161.

Drunk Driving Attorney
Felonies/misdemeanor/DMV/drugs. 888-220-3476.
J. D'Ambrosio. Free consult. Visa/MC/Amex.

Depressed?

Sad or depressed mood most of the day?
Diminished ability to think or concentrate?

Loss of interest or pleasure in usual activities?
Fatigue or loss of energy?

Appetite changes?

Sleep disturbances?

If you are experiencing some or all of these
symptoms and have not responded to previous
medications, you may be eligible to participate in
a research study conducted by Sharp Mesa Vista
Hospital. For information, call 858-694-8350.

POPCO-Father's Rights

The original and still the best. 800-963-DADS(3237).

Hypnosis Unlimited

All'issues. Free parking. Keith, CHT. 858-616-6327.

E-file Your Tax Return
CPA, experienced, professional, knowledgeable.
Let me help solve your tax problems. 619-497-1040.

Protect Loved Ones!
Term Life For $9/Month
$250,000

Estate planning.

Compensate for stock losses.

Guaranteed lowest 10-year rates!

Male age 35. Call for other ages.

Since 1959. “World's lowest term life."”
Roland Grabelle, The Insurance Mart,
800-338-3008, www.lowesttermlife.com.
lowesttermlife@ewol.com.

Golden Road Credit

Credit and debt services. The only
licensed and bonded credit repair
agency in California. 619-521-2900.

Bankruptcy From $175
Lowest rates guaranteed.

File now before law changes.

Stop lawsuits, garnishments and harassment.

Free attorney consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Drunk Driving?

Felonies, drugs, theft, warrants. 619-696-9311.
Free consult. 24 hours. Visa/MC.

Lisa K. Baughman, Former Prosecutor.

Bankruptcy Law Firm
Former trustee attorney can file your case.
619-239-6000. Call now!

Macintosh Consulting
Troubleshooting, lessons, Internet setup, networking
619-229-8099.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Slash Your Taxes
Personal or business. 30 years experience.
www.maximumtaxsavings.com.

Tax Returns $55 And Up!

Fast refunds 24-48 hours! Free E-File! CPA.

Call Rose, 858-279-4474, or www.taxrefundpro.com.

Bankruptcy E-filing
Debtblasters.com

Caring, compassionate. Speedy service. $50 starts.

Free consultation. Attorney Gary Holt, 619-692-9254.

Child Support/Divorce
Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.

Free phone consultation. Reasonable rates.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

I.R.S. Problems?

Owe back taxes? Haven't filed? Let an ex-IRS agent
fight for you! Call me! Visa/MC/AMEX.

Call Richard Blattman, 858-272-2629.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

D.U.l.? / Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

Attorney James Bickford, 619-702-8400. Visa/MC 24/7.

Bankruptcy Fast/Divorce
Low cost, easy payments, credit card
619-280-5444, 760-941-5654.
www.dueprocesslegal.com-attorney supervised.

Same Day Bankruptcy
Free consult with experienced bankruptcy attorney.
858-335-1162; 619-233-4415.
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) Qe 7 pM-7 AM NIGHTS'
si-asl MOBILE-TO-MOBILE +

Now your unused minutes roll over month after month onl
on Cingular, FREE EQUIPMENT and RATE PLAN UPGRADES
for X cingular-customers. Don't use your old phone any
longer. Get a new phone today and keep your existing #,

Motorola Vader = \yo1vo T720 Nokia 3390 Motorola v60 [ﬂ?' Nokia 6590

|
' e Color Screen ¢ Internal Vibration

* World Phone | * GPRS

* Polyphonic Ring Tones * 2-way Text Messaging e External Caller 1.D. : * Indigo Blue Face
iy o GPRS * Alarm Clock and more * Downloadable Ring Tones * Store up to
S al 500 Numbers

FREE*

We Pay the Sales Tax

§ " e Voice Activated
50 CASH BACK *100 CASH BACK'
" Motorola

(3316 =2 Siemens CT56

gausa| * Speaker Phone
* Polyphonic Ring Tones
* Data Capable

-/ 450 CASH BACK

Sony Ericsson . Sumsung 625
T68i - ruil-color Display -« Know Who's Calling You

® Impress Your Friends
m “sm & | » World Traveler
Li uL.all * Stay in Touch

¢ Downloadable Games
with oo * Speak Your Mind

- without Saying a Word FREE* .
FREE DIGITAL CAMERA 50 casH BACK < Siemens $-40

E 7! e World Phone

sso CASH BACK* . 6000 FT |!i ¢ Voice Memo
Siemens AS 6 NOki(I 3395 i._ E EI ® Internet Access

& Browsing

® Internet Access =2 e Microsoft Outlook
- i
* Download Pictures e il FREE*

and Tones M |

® 2-Way Text Messaging s 99 N .
FREE' 4 m:| X cingular

e Super Small
| ® Voice Activated

* Integrated Anfenna
* Screen Savers
® Ringer Profiles

Cinaular Rollover
9 FREE

Minutes Now Roll Over on ALL Plans

(Don't lose your peak minutes!)

WHY BUY FROM PREMIER WIRELESS [N 's°°"P°" """ L
* Free Rollover Minutes & Free Unlimited We Handle All Cingular Insurance Claims ! I o !
Mobile-to-Mobile to Any Cillgllldl' Customer o No Penq“y for Chqnging Your Plan I |
* Free Equipment Upgrades Up or Down Anytime | Leather Cuses * !Iunds-l‘ree |
o T ; i Colored Faceplates ® Car Adapters |

* Nationwide Calling Plans * Free Online Account Access | Holsters ¢ Antenna Booster Strips |
* Free Accessories with All Phones (S how mny minuesyou've e L COUPON — ———__ d

PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE
3681 SPORTS ARENA BIVD. » (619) 221-8111 0o

(Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records) X Cl ngml,'.lklfsrm

*Requires credit approval and a service contract with a $150 early termination fee. Free accessories based on availability. Cash back and rebates are paid by Cingular Wireless on select models with service commitment. Details available at Premier Wireless store at 3681 Sports Arena Blvd. on all terms
and details of the promotion. Free Spider-Man DVD and free service activation require new 1-year service commitment until supply becomes unavailable. New line of service must be on $39.99 or higher plan to qualify for free activation and free DVD set. See store for details. Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile
available on Cingular Super Home and Preferred Nation plans $39.99 and higher when FamilyTalk is added to the account. $50 cash back is from Cingular Wireless on certain model phones for any 1-year contract extension or new line of service. $100 cash back for Nokia 6590 requires a 2-year new
line of service contract with the second $50 coming in the form of a bill credit from Cingular. Night and Weekend minutes can add $7 to monthly access fee and become 7 pm to 7 am Monday through Thursday and 7 pm to 7 am Friday through Monday; offer available on Superhome and Superhome
Family Plans $29.99 and higher. Motorola Vader is refurbished with a one-year warranty. Free equipment upgrades are based on Cingular approval of contract extension. Family add-on lines now $10 off for the first 3 months of service to net $9.99 to start. Details posted in store. 2-year contract required.




PLANS FROM * 95\

At the sume time we will unul\ue your hills FREE
fo ensure I¥lou’re on the best plan. Now open:
FACTORY-AUTHORIZED SERVICE CENTER, (Coms i today for afree factory
All plans indude FREE PHONES - EVEN ON FAMILY ADD-ONS!
[PTELEe GG GRIARGER, LEMMER GASE, [EADSET, BOOSTER
ANTENNANCOIOREDIFACERFATEFANDIRADIATLONESHIELD

——————— COU PON e s s s s o o s s s = COUPON e o o = e = =
r | -1

FREE WIDERTREEN BPECIAL EDITION

DVDSET Tl Ll &
.“l

.
FREE '

| ACTIVATION
' (°*36 Adivation)
on any 1-year contract

*50 CASH
BACK*

See store for deiais.

FREE NOKIA
3395 or ’ _
SIEMENS 540 or BT
MOTOROLA VADER = -
6 FREE ACCESSORIES: car adapter; leather | MINUTES
case, holster, antenna hooster, radiation | ¢ 4999
/mo.*

IEREE SPIDER-MAN DVD SET shield, and choice of 2nd faceplate.

——————— COUPON———————————COUPON———————J
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Don’t use your old phone any longer. Get a new phone
today and keep your existing phm?e number and we will ACTWA!ION
analyze your bills FREE to ensure you are on the right plan. FEE
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ACTIVATION s 9 PER PERSON
FEE PER MONTH
WHY THIS IS YOUR BEST DEAL:
* Free Motorola Vader
=4 ¢ Free Leather Case
‘l| © Free Hunds-Free System
* Free Antenna Booster
N * Free Radiation Shield
WHY CHOOSE CINGULAR?
e Nights Monday-Friday Start 7 pm*
* Free Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile to Any
Other Cingular Customer
* Free Equipment Upgrades*
e No Penalty for Changing Your Plan

MOTOROLA VADER
* Free Activation ¢ Free Car Adapter
* Free Holster
* Free Spider-Man DVD
* Free Rollover Minutes
e Free Domestic Long Distance
Up or Down Anytime

e Free Online Account Access e how many minvtes you've used)
e 7-Day-a-Week Insurance Claims Never Before: 7 pm Nights*

FREE EQUIPMENT UPGRADES
FOR Xcingular CUSTOMERS

Don’t use your old phone any longer. Get a new phone ACTIVATION
today and keep your existing phone number and we will "
analyze your hills FREE to ensure you are on the right plan. FEE




CITY LIGHTS

Showdown

continued from page 8

other source of water but
from this little basin and
from their wells, and if these
wells are dried up or pol-
luted — a big area of salt-
water is there, too; that
could flow in if the water
table drops too low —
what’s going to be the value
of their homes when they
have no water?”

In addition, Mills says,
“Prior to an interbasin
transfer, one of our statutes
requires that they prove
need for that water. Our al-
legation is that they did not
prove there was a need for
water. At the time of the
hearing, they had over 300
acre-feet unused water in
the Primm Valley already.
All they did is claim that in
the future they have these
big projects planned.
They’re just projections of
things that may or may
never happen. Also, the Las
Vegas Water District has a
plan eventually to bring wa-
ter down to Primm Valley,
so they may never need ad-
ditional water.”

Joy Hyde Fiore is a resi-
dent of Sandy Valley. She
complains that, in its ap-
peal, Vidler protests the
state engineer’s “allowing
water to be set aside for our
future growth. I think that’s
mean-spirited. The state en-
gineer would be required by
law to do that. I guess what
they’re telling us is that we
don’t matter, and all that
matters is that they make
the money from sending
water over the hill to Primm
for its future development.

“Some of us believe that,
in the law, the idea of bene-
ficial use should not be ap-
plied to somebody making
money off of selling water.
They take public waters,
they privatize them, and
they sell them back to the
public. They’re public wa-
ters. I would like personally
to see that no public water is
awarded to a company or
individual whose sole in-
tention is to sell it for profit
and not put it to beneficial
use, such as irrigation or
taking care of housing. I
personally do not think a
theme park on I-15 on the
way into town is a truly
beneficial use. It will make
money for the person who
owns it, but it’s not a bene-
ficial use of water in the
desert.”

In its own dispute with
Imperial Valley, San Diego’s
large population constitutes
a much stronger case for
beneficial use. “The whole
theory of water law,” says
Vidler’s Hartmann, “partic-
ularly in the West, was to try

CITY LIGHTS

to encourage the use of that
water and put it to benefi-
cial use for developing the
economic base of the West
as it grew. That theory is still
the same today. You don’t
see much difference in any
of the western states as to

CITY LIGHTS

that”

Hartmann acknowledges
the strong feelings many
people have today against
the “commodification” of
water. “But the issue ulti-
mately becomes the ques-
tion of risk. Do you have the

Get a jump
on sum

1-800-CLUB ONE
www.ClubOne.com

Basketball ¢ Cardio Equipment ¢ Core Training ¢ Group Exercise

Kickboxing ¢ Lap Pools ¢ Massage Therapy ® Performance Max™

Personal Training ® Physical Therapy ¢ Pilates ¢ Racquetball
Sauna/Steam e Spinning® ® Squash ¢ Strength Equipment ¢ Swimming
Tennis ¢ Laundry Service ¢ Volleyball « VO, Max Testing

Wellness Programs ¢ Yoga

Carmel Mountain Ranch ¢ Encinitas ¢ La Jolla * Long Beach

Mission Valley ¢ Rancho San Diego ¢ Solana Beach

CITY LIGHTS

public government take the
risk, or do you push that
onto the private sector that
then wants a return on their
investment in finding and
developing resources?
“Vidler Water Company
is a resource-development

company. We don’t go out
and speculate on water. We
develop resources for folks
that come to us and have a
need.”

Byron Mills is skeptical.
“Water in our state is gold.

continued on page 14

FROG’S
Club One

| PREVIEW !

 PASS

I Bring this coupon in for a I
complimentary trial membership
I for you and a friend.

FROG’S
I Club One |

I Must be 18 years or older. First time local residents only. I
Expires 03/20/03.

€L €00T ‘9 IR 49ppay 0391 e
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CITY LIGHTS

Showdown

continued from page 13

What Vidler is trying to do
is obtain these water rights
and then sell them right
back to Las Vegas Water
District at a premium price.
They have been doing that

all over the state. They’re
obtaining water everywhere
they can, any way they can,
hoping to hold it and resell
it, because Las Vegas is
growing incredibly and will
need way more water.”

The water issues in tiny

CITY LIGHTS

Sandy Valley and behemoth
San Diego both remain un-
resolved. But for PICO
Holdings, business looks
promising. On its website,
the company brags in refer-
ence to another deal, saying,
“On March 19, 2001, Vidler

CITY LIGHTS

announced its first major
water transaction...in the
Harquahala ground water
basin in Arizona.... This
transaction added $9.4 mil-
lion to revenues and $2.4
million to segment income
in the first quarter of 2001;

CITY LIGHTS

however, we paid only $4.4
million in cash for the as-
sets which were sold, result-
ing in a $5 million cash sur-
plus.... The cash pre-tax in-
ternal rate of return on the
investment was almost 140
percent.” m

CLOSEQUT SPECIALS ON 2002 MODELS

In-house financing ® 90 days same as cash ¢ All you need is a checking account

REMOTE START & PAGER [{:{1 /i1 AL}

With System Il complete alarm system with shock
sensor and back 3 windows tinted.

Tl 198F

SYSTEM |

Two 2-button remote
controls, 6-tone 120 dB loud
siren, door eniry protection,

LED |Ig|11 billions of codes!! Q@
68

AUTO ALARMS

SYSTEM II
Same as System |,
shock-glass sensors, purklng
lights flasher, SmariSens

mlcrochlp design.

98

2 remote conrols,
6 tones, LED lights,
parking light flasher,
shock sensor, pager.

Most cars

AUDIOVOX CD PLAYER

*High power - g |
* Detachable face ‘ |
*RCA outputs s_' g
KENWOOD CD PLAYER
*Detachable face I
* High power
*Preouts * EQ

* Detachable face
*EEQ+50W x 4
*Supertuner

* Preout

Panasonic CD PI.AYER

“45Wx 4 | S;

* Flip-down face
Save up to $79

*Remote control
* 3 preouts

© 52W x 4 high power

© Detachable face

© (D changer conirol -
Not an authorized Sony dedler. ~ Save up to $70 -

Many more models to choose from!

7

S |\TERNATIONAL INC.

Financing
Available!
100% Military Financing

188

Most cars

IN-DASH TV SYSTEM

5593

In-dash color monitor,
in-dash DVD, set of wireless
heudphones remote control.

E@ME-SHAKIN’ EARTH-SHAKIN’
BASS BASS

500-watt amp 700-watt amp
10" woofer Two 12" woofers
MDF box MDF box

FOLD-DOWN OR
I@DREST TV SYSTEM

Fold-down TFT color monitor or
2 headrest monitors, VCR,
remote control, wireless heudphones

DVD add $98.
PlayStation Il add $198.

two 12" woofers,

or SONY or <2T>
BASS SYSTEM

1000-watt amp,

MDF box
Not an authorized

930

compo KENWOOD poyste piN

Detachable-face cassette
player, AM/FM, (D chunger.

(D, cassette, AM/FM
stereo, 180 watts,
RCA outputs

FOLD-DOWN

Slim 10.4” fold-down monitor,
TFT, 2 wireless headphones,

Boetie Gz SYSTEM

A8 8

© 12" subwoofer
® 250-watt amp
 Bandpass box
® 6'/,” components

MB QUART

KENWOOD

AMP SPECIAL

Pair of 6.5 midbass vl
drivers, 17 fitanium

)
tweeters & crossovers. s %
Not an authorized s
MB Quart dealer.

© 1000 watts
® 2 channels
® (rossover

Limited supply

JVC

12-disc RF chunger o
can be added to

any car stereo.
With wireless remote.

ID Avéo Stereo Ovtlet

* Purifict Beach
858-581-2434 -

2710 Garnet Ave.

OPEN
SUNDAYS.

Mon-5at 9 am-7 pm + 5un 10 am-5 pm

See store for details. Quantities are limited. Carry-out price on sale items is higher. VWe reserve the right to correct and/or clarify errors due to typography, photography, or printing.
Not responsible for misprints. Prices subject to change without nofice. Most cars require additional parts and labor at an additional cost. Sale items require installation for additional fee.

DVD wireless remote.

BLAUPUNKT Proneer
6'.” SPEAKERS 3-WAY 6x9 SPEAKERS
High power, v

2-way.

3

\MasterCard

Not an authorized BLAUPUNKT degler.

mnpmnx\ UsA.com

5277 linda Vista Rd. (off morena Blvd.)

6189-327-3900
Mon-5at 8 am-7 pm - [losed Sunday

WINDOW TINT

100% metalized film. Lifetime warranty.
California legal restrictions apply.

Free estimates for residential and commercial.

E OVER 15 YEARS'
EXPERIEN(E
\to‘“

Linda Vista Rd.

Morena Blvd.

Bulldozer
crazy

continued from page 5

pens to be where most of
the suburbs sit. In my trav-
els around San Diego, I've
seen much less southern
maritime chaparral than
coastal sage scrub.”

Among the species
Buchanan has identified in
the canyon are the coast
white lilac, Nuthall’s scrub
oak, lemonade berry, and
mission manzanita — all
marker species for south-
ern maritime chaparral.
But one native plant in par-
ticular caught his eye.
“There are a few good-sized
clumps of deer grass,” he
explains, “growing down in
that perennial stream bot-
tom. I was very interested
to see that because, though
you’ll see it in Torrey Pines
Preserve and in a few other
canyons by the Balboa Park
golf course, usually you
find that up in higher ele-
vations and meadows all
the way up to 6000 feet,
maybe higher. You find it
mostly in mountain mead-
ows. It’s also interesting be-
cause it’s a plant used by
the Native Americans in
this area. So I thought,
here’s this deer grass, which
would be an incredible on-
site educational tool, but
they want to just eliminate
it. They could have this
beautiful riparian stream
that the kids could partici-
pate in. They could do
something innovative and
teach the kids about their
environment and give these
kids some connection to
what came before them. In-
stead of just thinking of
these canyons as places that
are full of weeds that are
brown in the summer, they
could learn from them.”

Sandersfeld and others
brought these concerns be-
fore the school board at
several meetings. “It’s been
a long siege,” she says. “It’s
not fun dealing with the
school board. They purport
to care about what the
community wants, and at
the same time they totally
ignore everything we try to
place in front of them.
We've been going through
this for a couple of years
now.

“We made an appoint-
ment,” Sandersfeld contin-
ues, “to go down and meet

continued on page 18
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CAREER
TREN DS

In 1997, Daniel Dolan made
a big decision....and a big
career switch. The Harvard
Law School graduate (and for-
mer Economics Instructor at
Harvard College) left a part-
nership at the blue-chip inter-
national law firm of Winston
and Strawn to become C.E.O.
of....no, not a bank. Not an
investment firm. Not even close. Mr. Dolan took
over the reins at It’s Just Lunch!, the national dat-
ing service for busy professionals.

“It’s not the most conventional career shift,” Mr.
Dolan cheerfully admits. But, he says, “It’s kind
of a dream job.”

The 40-year-old Mr. Dolan heads up It’s Just
Lunch!, a San Diego based dating service with
offices in 40 cities and additional offices planned
in Europe, Australia and Asia early next year. The

Daniel G. Dolan
Chairman and CEO

upscale service arranges lunch dates for well-edu-
cated professionals in a civilized and discreet
manner. “When I first heard of the company, I
thought, this makes logical sense,” Mr. Dolan
said. “Working at a law firm or investment bank
and being totally focused on the partner track,
who has time to date? It makes sense to hire some-
one to do all the work.”

Although Mr. Dolan has been married since
1994, he knows from years of experience that the
pace of a law firm minimizes dating opportuni-
ties. “Many It’s Just Lunch! clients are lawyers or
business people - busy, successful men and
women who want to be in relationships but don't
have time to meet people,” he said.

Mr. Dolan was looking to join a small, but
established company with growth potential. He
joined It’s Just Lunch because the company’s
founder was looking for an experienced person to
help expand the concept, both nationally and
internationally. Although he was already certain
of the company’s growth potential, what con-
vinced him this was the opportunity he was look-
ing for was discovering that many of his co-work-
ers and clients had been using the service for
years.

Mr. Dolan looks like he is having a blast. “Yes,
my friends are all jealous,” he laughs.

For a fun, unique franchise opportunity: 619.234.7200

DATING
OB EUSY

www.itsjustlunch.com

DATING TRENDS

3 8 Yo of female

attorneys

5 Yo of male

attorneys

don’t like dating other attorneys.

MILLION
singles in the U.S.
their personal lives.”

1 of doctors prefer
CNN- 5

not to date fellow
Based on a national survey of It’s Just Lunch clients.

“Even busy professionals
want to find romance but
they don’t have much time to
look for it often. An upscale
dating service now helps
business people improve

doctors or scientists.

It’s Just Lunch Directors:

Lisa Purdum Jennifer Peck

Diane Heil Michelle Stewart

LUNCHI

DOWNTOWN
619.232.8999

Mary Bright Nancy Kirsch

40 LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE

NORTH COUNTY
760.268.0004




Dating for Busy Professionals®

$201

the average amount men
spend on dates per month.

63"

of women prefer not
to date someone within
the same profession.

It’s Just Lunch Directors:

Jennifer Pannucci

bl
Jan Zimmerman

Allie Chernick

For a fun, unique franchise opportunity: 619.234.7200 40 LOCATIONS

Jenny Banz

“’Many It's Just Lunch clients are
lawyers or business people—busy,
successful men and women who want
to be in relationships but don’t have
time to meet people,” [Daniel Dolan,
CEO for It's Just Lunch!] says. But
even lawyers have time for lunch, and
that’s where Dolan’s company comes
in. ‘Seventy-five percent of first dates
set up by It's Just Lunch! lead to sec-
ond dates,” says Dolan. Then the
potential for growth is up to the
dient.”

-HARVARD LAW BULLETIN

DOWNTOWN
619.232.8999

NORTH COUNTY

760.268.0004

Brennan Adams

LUNCHI"

dating for busy
professionals®

NATIONWIDE

DATING
TRENDS

So, you're single, you're attractive
and successful. Ok, so why is it so
hard to meet that special someone?
Bar hopping isn't for you. Your
friend’s most recent fix-up was a dis-
aster, and well, just forget your
mother’s idea of Mr. or Ms. Right.
Enter It’s Just Lunch!, a dating
service for busy professionals that

-

Andrea McGinty

hand selects couples for lunch dates.
Founder

The company was born in 1991 in

Chicago. After founder Andrea McGinty’s fiance jilted
her, she began the tedious search for a way to meet “nor-
mal,” well-educated professionals. Her friends sent her
out on blind dates, she tried personal ads and even
thought about a dating service, but she just wasn’t com-
fortable with any of the options.

The ideal date, she decided, was a lunch date. Ms.
McGinty launched the company with a simple premise: a
dating service based on a personalized screening and a
painless meeting with her to determine whether she had
the type of people the client would like to meet.

The dating service caters to an upscale audience, Ms.
McGinty explained. Nearly 95% have college degrees;
many are lawyers, doctors, people in the arts and entertain-
ment industry, bankers, teachers, entrepreneurs and busi-
ness executives.

In fact, one of It’s Just Lunch’s recent success stories
occurred in a matter of 6 hours. After reading an article
on the company in Forbes, Elizabeth, a 33-year-old adver-
tising executive came in at 10 a.m. and joined the service.
Tim, a 37-year-old doctor, signed up at 4 p.m. “I was so
excited during the interview with Tim because I knew I
had exactly what he was looking for.... Elizabeth. They
were both passionate about the outdoors; he had just
come back from mountain climbing in Denver and she
had just finished biking in Italy,” says an It’s Just Lunch!
director. Her gut was right on the mark! They have been
dating for 7 months now.

After a client calls the service for information, a one-
hour meeting is set up between the client and Director to
discuss the type of person theyd like to meet. A wide
array of topics are covered: age, education, background,
hobbies, interests, people they have dated in the past and
what their goals are. Within 48 hours, the company will
call to tell the client all about their first date. The service
handles all of the information in a confidential manner—
while both people will know a lot about each other, last
names and phone numbers are not given. It’s up to the
clients to do so after they have met—and most of them
do exchange phone numbers and make plans to get
together again. Then, they each check in with the com-
pany and give feedback on the date.

Ms. McGinty smiles and confesses to being a romantic
at heart. “It’s an absolute blast,” she says “And I believe
there’s absolutely somebody for everyone.”
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CITY LIGHTS

Bulldozer
crazy

continued from page 14

[city schools’ chief of facil-
ities] Lou Smith and to try
to convince him that they
should spare the highest
side of the canyon, which
they were going to fill in for
a ball field. We proposed to
him that they should con-
sider acquiring more of
those homes on the bottom
of the canyon on the east
side and put the ball field
over there. He said he
couldn’t make any promises
but that’s something that
they were considering. And
so we felt really good, going
away from that meeting,
that there was going to be

some sparing of the canyon.
At the next design- com-
mittee meeting, the archi-
tects stood up and talked
from the old plan. They had
absolutely no idea there was
an alternate plan even in
consideration. We were just
appalled. So they went back
to the drawing board again,
and the next time they
came to the design-com-
mittee meetings, they actu-
ally had amended the plan.
But they still wanted to un-
derground the creek, and
they still wanted to destroy
a lot of the native plants,
and we still didn’t have any
assurances that any mitiga-
tion efforts that would oc-
cur will happen in our
canyon.”

CITY LIGHTS

But, according to Tom
Mitchell, director of public
involvement for the school
district, the neighbors’ con-
cerns have been addressed.
The canyon site was se-
lected, he said, to minimize
the number of homes that
the district would have to
buy, “Because if we are not
careful,” he explains, “we
could take, in that area
alone, hundreds of homes....
So in the summer of 2001,
we decided to take a plot of
land that did take some
open area, the area that a lot
of people say is open space,
but if you go to the city, you
will see that it is zoned as
residential; they never did
declare it open space. That
is what we looked at; we

CITY LIGHTS

went to the board — I be-
lieve it was in September
2001. And the board voted
to put the school at this
piece of property. There was
quite a bit of discussion af-
ter that about the canyon,
and we went through a
number of meetings with
the community. They ex-
pressed their concerns
about taking that much
canyon, and we did listen to
their concerns.”

The creek, Mitchell says,
will not be “under-
grounded.” And more
houses on the east side of
the canyon are being ac-
quired by the district so that
less of the canyon will be
used for the elementary
school, as yet unnamed. “We

CITY LIGHTS

ended up using a proposal
from the community that
took less canyon but, I
think, 11 more homes. If
you compare this most re-
cent plan to the one first
submitted in September of
2001, you'll see that we’ve
swung the whole project
around counterclockwise.
The board of education ob-
viously was lobbied very
heavily by the proponents
of not taking any canyon
area. And each of the board
members went out to the
area, looked at it themselves,
took a very careful look at
it, and they came back and
voted 5-0 unanimously —
which is hard to get at our
board meetings — to
amend our plans that we

had approved the year be-
fore: to change it, to take
more homes, but less
canyon.

“Our last meeting was
January 23,” Mitchell con-
tinues. “T will tell you, except
for 2 people in that group of
30, that plan was pretty well
accepted. Those two told us,
‘We don’t want you there’
Well, fine. But unfortu-
nately, we need a school,
and the problem is there is
no vacant land just sitting
around anywhere in Golden
Hill that is big enough to do
what we need to do and is
in an area that we can use.
[The canyon] is not the op-
timum for any use, but it’s
the best place that we have
been able to find.” m

CDM9801
* HIGH POWER
* 180 WATTS

* 24 PRESETS

ALPINE
AM/FM CD PLAY

KDC-119
* MAX POWER 45 WATTS x 4
* HIGH POWER

* RCA PREOUTS

TWO 6.4”"HEADREST MONITORS OR 7”WIDE-SCREEN FLIP-DOWN.

DVD PLAYER & WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL.
ALL FOR

NEW!

ALPINE VEHICLE
SECURITY SYSTEM

i !
| Te————

Not an authorized Alpine dealer.

* FREE POWER DOOR LOCKS

* SHOCK SENSOR

 VALET SWITCH

* IGNITION LOCKOUT SAFETY SYSTEM

* MULTI-FUNCTION LED STATUS
INDICATOR

*119

INSTALLED

MOBIEWORIKS

AUDIO - VIDEO - ACCESSORIES
FREE INSTALLATION ON ANY STEREO ° 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE OAC

PIONEER
AM/FM CD PLAYER

CDX-L410
* HIGH POWER ¢ 45W x 4
* CDR/RW PLAYBACK
¢ OPTIONAL REMOTE

ANY PRICE -
GUARANTEED!

WE’LL BEAT

e PULLOUT

e

SONY XPLOD
1000-WATT AMP

¢ 1000 watts x 1 @ 1 ohm
¢ 200 watts x 2 @ 2 ohm
¢ 100 watts x 2 @ 4 ohm

LARGE
10.4”"LCD
MONITOR
AND 4-HEAD

HI-FI VCR

* HIGH POWER

* TREBLE/BASS/LOUDNESS

6  LIFTS

e CHEVY Trucks
* FORD Trucks
* DODGE Trucks

Package Includes:
Four Wheels * Four 317 Tires

Original Price
Discount -*900

You Pay om,;$ 1 ,79

INSTALLED

327 LIFTS

e TOYOTA Trucks

* FORD Mini Trucks

e CHEVY Mini Trucks
* NISSAN Trucks

Original Price 899
Discount -*450

MOBILWORKS o 283 N. MARSHALL AVE., EL CAJON » (619) 401-1063
Prices reflect cash discount. Free installation with purchase only. Kits, harnesses, plugs, cables may require additional cost.
=

Standard installation only. Rain checks available upon request. Free alarm requires installation at nominal charge. Sale items require installation.
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$
w *449
INSTALLED
N=
DN
N. Marshall Ave. %

From I-8, exit Main.
-| Business is on Marshall.




AUTORAGE (1)) Remote “START” Alarm with the
World's Best Paging System and 2-Way LCD Commumcatlon

* Window-mount knock sensor for
driver paging ® Dual-stage shock/glass
sensor ® Temperature sensor that

communicates in-car $

temperature via LCD
remote ® 66-bit random
code hopping ® Starter
kill/keyless entry

! 'UISIT U5 ON THE s P 5 j
805 § Clairemont Mesa Blvd. 163 "E' 15 <FE e N dg\_ § <E
G 3 ajon Blv qc)o
5 —— WWw. ﬂlﬂﬁ“ﬂlﬂﬂiﬂ"fﬂ.ﬂc : o=
/ arehouse 'E < E - \

CAR AUDIO HEAVEN

8199 CLAIREMONT MESA BLVD., STE. R ¢ (858) 505-9099

Car Audio Heaven Welcomes
the World-Famous 03 Line of

“ockiord fosqale

~ 4951 EL CAJON BLVD. + SANDIEGO * (619) zs74422

’(o:krudfbsqab (&2 Pokiodosgare ~=ii74 PUNCHAMPS i
_ Come in for Intro fa.u i ;T'E" s

10 400-watt Punch Woofers %69 Eacn W aTll::l“;df(l;'“;%O Puv;‘:tlt‘ l;é“:-kwatt Peak Amp 9 Sale Prices on World's Best Amps! S

12" 400-watt Punch Woofers 79 Each Punch Subwoofer Both For Only 22 2018 2-channel, 600 watts max ..................... $179

%khdﬁsmb %khd Wb 301S 2.channel, 900 watts max..................... $199
’ s ) ’ ol 4018 2-channel, 1200 watts max.................... 249

10" 1000-watt Punch HX2 Woofers 229 Each Earth-Shaking Punch — 5018 2-channel, 1500 watts max ................... $349
$ 1500-watt Peak Amp and an HX2 $ 499

12”1000-watt Punch HX2 Woofers 249 Each 1000-watt 12” Punch Subwoofer Both For Only 801S 2.channel, 2400 watts max................... $549

~ T with Starter Kill

* 2 remotes (code learning) ¢ Flashing 7-function LED light

AUTOPAGE (1) e RenateConrlled 5., GarAlam

Md l(zyless Emry to Your Exxstmg hock 9 .
Power Door Locks ' bh(:dg ﬂiﬂo; LEe[r)note

(Most Cars). Includes * Flashing parking light ¢ Optional remote keyless entry
Two 4-Button Remotes * Remote anic # Velet overide I i o Lifetime warranty
% g INSTALLED* INSTALLED* lNSTALLED

Complete Video System Complete Drop-Down Screen

wnth TV Tuner, Monitor, Speaker and Antenna with Wll‘e(l:ess Relmot;
Perfect for Vi ontrol an

- compact cars L ideo Caslsette

VT LN I,

$199 299 i

*88

Panasonic 180watt AMTM Detachable CD
Player with Wireless Remote and Large Rotary Control Knob

@ BLAUPUNKT 208-watt
AM/FM Detachable-Face CD Player

® Dual preamp outputs for 2 amps
e Plays CDRs and CDRWs

® Random, repeat and scan play

® RCA output for amp
® Random, scan, repeat
® 30 station presets

129

. @ BLAUPUNKT @ BLAUPUNKT
Eff]? "F mﬂHKLF—"JMWU— 6”1;91’05%eakers 6s.5 2-Way
o . o 0 atts peakel‘s
High-Definition Tweeters SAVE OVER 40 OFF SRR ¢
. omopylene spezlikers 13'88

$19

Per Pair

® Passive crossovers
® 4KHz to 20KHz frequency response

With New * Code-Hopping State-ofs
ﬂ'lllill CodefHoppmg V’PER the-Art Car Alarm Add
i UL Technology ¢ Dual-zone shock sensor with warnaway chirp

Power Locks

o Parking light flash # Panic feature ¢ Flashing status

o Starter kill ® Parking light flash ¢ Dull sta e shock sensor
LED light ¢ Lifetime warranty

* Warnaway ¢ 3- chmnel receiver (remote) ¢ 7-function

LED light * Valet override toacar that doesn t ONLY
l $ $ have power locks. $
Interfaces with
-'*b INSTALLED* INSTALLED* curentalarm. poR 2 DOORS

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE
V — @ BLAUPUNKT DVD,

7 — £ ."f

MP3, CD with Wireless Remote
New Sun Visor Monitor Works in Home or Car
Fres = 'AE.{U*‘,\.
Screens ' >
$ $ List $349 $ 1 9
Here 5 9 9 15 9 Our Price 4

Panasonic Top-of-the-Line AMFM
180-watt Motorized Pop-Up 7" Screen
with CD/DVD and Dolby Digital DTS

¢ 7-band eq. built in
¢ Front, rear and sub-outs

" Add a 6 or 10.Disk CD Changer as a
h Direct Plugrin to Your Factory Stereo
Works with most Acura, Chrysler,

Ford, GM, Honda,

* Digital sound processor e Toyota and VW
MSRP $2498 Factory Radios
Save *1199 v

FRS—

1209 $12.9

Panasonic 200-watt AMFM Detachable-Face
CD MP3 Player with Wireless Remote Control

Requires purchase of an adaptor at extra cost.

Cll o oo -:.-.:.f"‘

® Dual preamp outputs for 2 amps
e Plays CDRs, CDRWs and MP3

® Random, repeat and scan play

= Get Thundering Bass from a
300-watt 2/1 Channel Amp 300-watt Amp with Crossover
iy with JLiGHINGAUDIO
@5 Crossovers anda 5
e 10" Woofer in a Deep Bass
Bandpass Plexiglas Box

$179
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NOW THROUGH SUNDAY!

3/6/03 - 3/9/03

All '02 Bikes
FINAL CLEARANCE
Save up to 50%!

cannondale

E=\ RS

— =T =
y —y & Y g 4

'02 Fuji® Supreme SE Cross Bike

S S149

Huge Discounts
on NEW '03 K2 Bikes!

'03 K2° Zed 4.0 MTB Bike

= $509°7

'03 K2° Mach 1.0 Road Bike

831907

'03 K2° Mach 2.0 Road Bike

" $699°7

LOWEST
PRICES

Convoy

% é % Raytheon : soefatsl;;
S| v
- ; SALE

La Mesa
One Block West of
Jackson on La Mesa
8706 La Mesa Blvd.
(619) 461-9680
Supplies limited to stock on hand. Brands vary by location. Sorry no rainchecks. Bike Tent Sale only at Kearney Mesa and La Mesa locations.
Lowest Price guarantee ends June 1, 2003. Select merchandise only. Quantities limited and subject to availability, call Performance store nearest you for details.

Kearny Mesa
Next to Big 5 Sporting Goods
7730 Ronson Rd.
(858) 560-8666

Now Through
March 25, 2003

(® PERFORMANCE Bicycle
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Heymatt:

Boys Town, Chicago; the Castro, San Francisco; Greenwich Village, New York; Hillcrest,
San Diego. How did these communities become Shangri-Las for the Fa La Las, in other
words, GLBT? I would like to start my own community somewhere and need to know how
to attract this type of demographic.

— Provvide75, the net

With so many others to choose from, we’d love to know how your Shangri-La will be new
and improved. Because you get to be mayor? Anyway, I’'m not one to stomp on a dream,
so let’s see what we can do. An article in the spring 2000 issue of the Journal of San Diego
History details the making of gay Hillcrest during the ’60s and *70s. Social forces and the
economy have changed, but this might give you some pointers.

Look for a neighborhood that has been in decline for a while. Make sure there are
small, affordable houses and rental units ripe as fixer-uppers for singles and couples. The
old Hillcrest had hit the skids post-WWII and when Mission Valley was developed. Then
check the area’s demographics. Lots of nonthreatening older people? They make the best
neighbors for this kind of transition. Now find convenient social centers. When Hillcrest
was coming up, it was bars. Do they already exist? Can you start your own? Hillcrest had
the added advantage of being near Balboa Park, a long-established cruising area. If you can
set up your GLBTville as a popular social center, you’re sure to prosper. Then just move
in and let all your friends know about it. Pretty soon the place will be so trendy, even you
won’t be able to afford the prices.

Heymatt:
I am male, over 50 years old. I know who my parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents were. That’s easy. What I don’t know is whether any of the actual cells,
molecules, or tiny atoms of their bodies still exist in my own body.

— Inheriting in L.B.

Matt:
If I were to commit a crime and accidentally leave DNA evidence, could I then have a bone
marrow transplant to change my DNA so as not to get caught?

— Lori, the net

Don’t quit your day job, Lori. As an escape plan, this one is not foolproof. But UCSD
geneticist Ethan Bier congratulates you on your devious turn of mind. The transplant
would change only your blood cells, and there’s no guarantee it would change all of them.
You could end up with cells from both sources, depending on the dominance factor in the
transplanted marrow. (In which case, your best defense might be split personality.) If the
DNA evidence were hair, though, looks as if you’d need a hair transplant too — at the Hair
Club for Felons?

So if we can’t reliably pin the crime on the marrow donor, can we use molecular
biology to finger Granny? Naw. The truth is, you don’t even have many of the same
molecules you had during your own personal babyhood, since cells are continually replacing
themselves. Any common material would have long since been lost. You’re a whole new
you. And if you take a good look at the family album, would you really want Granny’s actual
nose anyway?

Hey, Matt:
My new Thomas Guide, page 1227, identifies the ocean just off Scripps as “Scripps
Institution submerged land area (private).” Can Scripps actually own the ocean bottom? If
dove there, could I sue Scripps for any injuries incurred?

— Just wondering, Encinitas

Sorry to squelch your get-rich-via-the-courts plan, but the large offshore area in question
does not belong to Scripps, and it’s not private. It’s part of the San Diego—La Jolla Underwater
Park. California won’t let anyone own underwater land (some states do), but you can lease
that land and declare it private. In fact, if you’re building something like an oil rig or a
marina, you have to get a lease from the state land commission. Scripps has a lease for its
pier, and the pier is private. Maybe that’s what the Thomases are talking about. FYI,
“submerged land” differs from “tidelands” in that it lies below the mean low tide line and
is constantly under water.

Got a question you need answered? Get it straight from the hip. Write to Matthew Alice,

c/o the Reader, P. O. Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186-5803, or fax your questions to 619-231-0489,
or e-mail to heymatt@cts.com via the Internet. A searchable archive of past columns is available at
SanDiegoReader.com.




SAN DIEGO
- Pacific Beach

ALL REMAINING 2002s MUST GO!

"0
CASH DOWN

Delivers Any Kia In Stock!
On Approved Credit

UPTO

*3000

CASH BACK

ON SELECT MODELS

*1000

OWNER LOYALTY
REBATE AVAILABLE
TO CURRENT
KIA OWNERS

OUR ADVERTISED CARS ARE HERE!

NEW 2002 KIA Rlo SED AN MSRP $9,590
SD KIA DISCOUNT -$1,502

tilt wheel, tachometer,

AC, CD, power steering, NEW 2002 KIA Rlo SEDAN MSRP -
floor mats - SD KIA DISCOUNT-$1,826
74l

MSRP .
oo, NEW 2002 KIR GPEGTRA SEDAN [, ocou 2538

All power, CD,
floor mats & more

2002 KIA

SPECTRA GSX
Auto, AC, all power.

#056576

$9,988

2000 KIA
SPORTAGE EX

Leather, auto, loaded.
#5664902

$10,988

SELLING PRICE $3,038
Factory Rebate —$1,500

YOUR NET PRICE

%6,588

1 AT THIS PRICE: 190216

$11,214

SELLING PRICE $9,388
Factory Rebate —$1,500

YOUR NET PRICE

$7,888

1 AT THIS PRICE: 089304

$12,614

SELLING PRICE $10,588
Factory Rebate —$2,000

YOUR NET PRICE

8,588

1 AT THIS PRIGE 186391

MSRP $20,070
SD KIA DISCOUNT -$1082

SELLING PRICE $18,938

YOUR NET PRICE

$18,988

1 AT THIS PRICE: 081949

2001 SUZUKI

GRAND VITARA JLS
Auto, V-6, all power.

#151028

$11,888

2002 KIA
OPTIMA SE

Leather, moonroof, ABS.

#173758

$16,988

2002 KIA
SEDONA EX

Leather, moonroof,
captains. #6094300

$17,988

2001 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE LX
Leather, 4X4, V-6.
#008829

$17,988

With the purchase of every new Kia, you're
covered by a warranty package for:

* 10 YEARS / 100,000 MILES Power Train
Limited Warranty
* 5 YEARS / 60,000 MILES Basic

© CADILLAC

~ The Cadillac of Cadillac Dealers ~

Special Savings on
all Super Bowl
Courtesy Cadillacs!!

CADILLAC.

Official vehicle of
Super Bowl XXXVII.

Hurry,
limited
supply!

On All 2003
Cadillac
Escalades,
Escalade EXT,
ESV, & CTS
Models In
Stock!

You may
qualify for
additional
discounts.

Owner Loyalty Rebate
up fo

*3000

Ask about

*1500

Conquest Rebate

19

Limited
Term

DEVILLE
CERTIFIED

PRE-OWNED

NEW ARRIVALS DAILY!

Not all vehicles qualify. Some restrictions
apply. Call for defails.

(=)

Check us out at:

WWW.GUYHILLCADILLAC.COM

*Financing on approved credit to qualified buyers through GMAC.
Not all buyers will qualify. Expires 3-13-03.

GUY HILL CADILLAC

4275 Mission Dr.
Pomflc Beach
s 2-24-03

877-254-2227

Warranty Coverage
* 5 YEARS / UNLIMITED MILES
Roadside Assistance
& Trip Interruption Benefits

866-237-4832

4255 MISSION BAY DR. *Next to GUY HILL CADILLAC

Prices plus government fees, plus taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document
preparation, any emissions testing. On approved credit. Limited time offer. While supply lasts.

Make every mile count.

BREAK | g THROUGH

Take the Garnet St. exit off -5
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$1000
Additional
Loyalty or
Conquest
Rebate on 2003 models.

Must take delivery by 3/31/03.
See dealer for details.

Ask if you qualify for an exira $1000 bonus cash!*

ourtes

CHEVROLET

Uarch MARKDOWN

2003 TRAILBLAZER LS SUV

Power windows & locks, 270 horsepower, 15C package

MSRP
Dealer Discount
Courtesy Price
Factory Rebate

Net Cost
+ Fees

& more.

52399

1 at this price: 149798/031224

$28,232
-$2,233
$25,999
—$2,000

2003 VENTURE VAN

Air, tilt, 4-wheel ABS brakes, side air bags
and more.

Dealer Discount ~$1,574
Sale Price $21 999
Factory Rebate  —$2,000
Net Cost
(/]

+ Fees

MSRP  $23,573

$

at this price: 118835/030288

2003 S-10 TRUCK

Auto, air conditioning, power steering,
ABS brakes and more...

MSRP

Dealer Discount
Sale Price
Factory Rebate

Net Cost

+ Fees

$13,59

1 at this price: VIN# 205688

$16,090

~$491
$15,599
~$2.000

2003 AVALANCHE Z-66 TRUCK

Power windows/locks, tilt, cruise, CD, hard
tonneau, alloys, trailer package.

Y A

Dealer Discount —$3, '064

Factory Rebate

Net Cost

+ Fees$

MSRP  $33,563

$30,499
~$3.000

Sale Price

¢

1 at this price: 236965/031519

2003 MALIBU

Vé, auto, air conditioning & more!

MSRP
Dealer Discount
Courtesy Price
Factory Rebate

Net Cost

+ Fees

1 at this price:

$18,395
-$1,200
$17.195
~$2.000

2003 TAHOE LS SUV

Power windows/locks, tilt, cruise, CD, cassette, alloys
and more!

630668/031088

Dealer Discount -$3,349

Factory Rebate

Net Cost

| +Fees$

MSRP  $35,348

$31,999
~$2.000

Sale Price

1 at this price: 153552/030774

1998 CHEVY CAVALIER 4-DR
AC, AT, ABS.

1 AT THIS PRICE. #859745
5,597

1998 SATURN SL2 SEDAN
CASS, 5-SPD, AC, PW, TILT, CC, PL.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #302789

6,997

1996 VOLVO 850 4-DR
AT, PW, TILT, CC, CASS.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #344612

37,997

1998 CHRYSLER SEBRING LXI COUPE
CD, CASS, LTHR, PW, PL, MNRF.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #085932

9,977

1'AT THIS PRICE.

ABS. 1 AT THIS PR

1999 FORD EXPLORER SPORT 2-DR SUV
CD, PW, PL, CC, TILT, AC, RK.

9,997

1997 PONTIAC TRANSPORT VAN
CASS/CHGR, PW, PDL, CC, TILT,

9,997

1998 CHEVY ASTRO VAN LS
REAR AC, PW, PL, CC,
1 AT THIS PRICE. #163197

10,997

2000 CHEVY MONTE CARLO COUPE
CASS/CHGR, PW, PL,
1 AT THIS PRICE. #218387

11,997

#C27940

ICE. #253574.

Large selection of

Certified

2001 CHEVY 1/2-TON REG. GAB TRUCK
BASE, LOWERED, 5-SPD, TILT, CD, AC.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #161244

15,997

USED VEHICLES

1997 CHEVY SUBURBAN 1/2-TON SUV
4X4, LT, PW, PL, CC, TILT, PS.

THE RIGHT WAY. THE RIGHT CAR.

1 AT THIS PRICE. #108593

16,997

TILT, CASS, PG.
d|

AC, TILT, MNRF. V6, AT, AC,

|

1997 TOYOTA TACOMA LX EXT. CAB TRUCK
1'AT THIS PRICE. #327342

1998 CHEVY VENTURE LS VAN 1999 FORD RANGER XLT EXT. CAB TRUCK
CD, REAR AC, 2ND DOOR, PW, PL.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #175719

1,997

CD, SRW, ALLOYS.

1,997

1999 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4 SUV 2-DR
LEATHER, CD-CASS, PW, PL, TILT, AC.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #205497

17,597

1997 CHEVY SUBURBAN 3/4-TON 4X4 SUV
454 V-8, CD-CASS, REAR AC, PW,
PL. 1 AT THIS PRICE. #120992

17,997

CD/CASS, STPSIDE, PW, PL, AC.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #A78536

312,997

2000 DODGE 1/2-TON REG SWB TRUCK
MAN, V8, PW, PL, CC, TILT, CD.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #535190

13,997

2000 CHEVY 3/4-TON EXT LWB TRUCK
3-DR., AC, ABS, TILT, CB, TOW.
1 AT THIS PRICE. #150484

18,997

1999 GMC SUBURBAN 3/4-TON SUV
4X4, SLT, LEATHER, LIGHTNING
BOLTS. 1 AT THIS PRICE. #727215

19,997

1999 CHEVY TAHOE LT 2WD SUV
CD-CASS, LEATHER, PW, PL, TILT,
AC. 1 AT THIS PRICE. # 549241

19,997

2001 FORD F150 CREW CAB TRUCK
LARIAT, LEATHER, SRW, ABS, PW,
PL. 1 AT THIS PRICE. #E35092

520,997
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Most Dependuble Long-Lasting Trucks on the Road!

www.courtesysandieg

©1"297-4321

750 Camino Del Rio North

COurtes v

CHEVROLET

il g

O.com

A1

3]
'N-{}E
5

Camina del Rio North

ik

ALL ROADS LEAD TO COURTESY 4

——4

Residency restrictions may apply. Units subject to prior sale. On approved credit. Prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges, and any emission testing charges. *Fees = tax, lic., doc., and tire charges. All offers expire 3/13/03.
*Loyalty/Conquest cash towards the purchase of any new 2002 or 2003 Chevy, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, Cadillac, GMC, Saturn or Saab.




San Diego's #1 Gustomer Satisfaction Store
Just 10 Minutes From Mission Valley!

Certified cornering —~

Certified freedom . -
', reedom *}\
Certified roadtrip  \ =

Certified worry-free warranty | Q’ _ D

P The Ultimate
Certified 6 kickin’ cylinders Driving Machine

3 Series 5 Series

Year Model Vin# Stock#  Price Year Model Vin# Stock#  Price Year  Model Vin# Stock#  Price

1999 328isA ET38186 A6822A $22,000 | 2001 525i GDSS33 7405  $34750 | 2000 740  DPOSYS3 7672  $41970
2000 323i FP69017 7622 $24900 PO o, AU I 2000  740iL  DP13063 7673  $42970
2000 323i FP83043 7624  $29970 2050})&%5;11 Automath85897 7406 $34900 | 2000 740  DP140S0 7666  $42970
1999 328i FRI0387 7549  $24,900 199"9 ‘ 4& | GME08 BIoeA  saeno L2001 740 DRTIOS 7676 $49900
w o wwos o | o8O GO B ORE
2000 335 RUSOO07 7403 $28000 | 2000 SB8iA  GUOMOT 766 s2gys0 | Moar Model o VIndStockd o Brice

1999 M3A Convertible EC40627 7611 $37,970

2000 323i Sport Wagon JMO1935  A5692  $30,190 2000 528iA GU14455 7688  $31,450
2000 323CiCoupe JN60268 7660  $28,670 2000 528iA GU22034 7638  $29,500
2000 328Ci JN95139  B7184A  $31,190
2001 330i 892317 7668  $34,790
2000 323i KC67242 7657 $26,500 Year Model Vin# Stock#  Price
2000 323i KC67580 7649  $27,500 2001 X544 LHO07639 7633  $44,890
2000 323i NC98124 7361  $27,000 2001 X544 LHI1543 7612  $44,670

Model Vin# Stock# Price
M5 BZ96493 7678 $59,500

Year
2000

Year Model Vin#  Stock# Price
2000 Z3Roadster28 LF42078 7680 $27,990

Low overhead means a great deal!

6 presidential awards and
BBB Torch Award for marketplace ethics guarantees excellent customer satisfaction.

San Diego’s Only Center of Excellence 9
Center of x T
Excellence
2000 /2001
TORCH AWARD
2000 SAN DIEGO

WINNER

875 El Cajon Blvd,, El1 Cajon Gartiied Pre-Owewd
Directions: I-8 east to El Cajon Blvd. exit, 12 miles from downtown.
www.cunninghambmw.com e e-mail: bmw@bmwauto.com at o T

Price plus tax, lic. and doc. fees, emissions testing charge, any finance charges and dealer doc. and prep charge. Vehicles shown are one only at this price.

€T €00 ‘9 Y2IBIN 4oppay 031 ues
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Midway Jeep-Chrysler
777 Camino del Rio South
Mission Valley Auto Circle

START-THE-YEAR-RIGHT
SALLE! crrysLer

ONLY AT

MIDWAY JEEP-CHRYSLER Jeep

03 Jeep 03 Jeep PRECOWNED
Wranglers Libertys

WS D

8-YEAR/80000-MILE

FACTORY-BACKED LIMITED POWERTRAIN WARRANTY"
125-POINT INSPECTION
CARFAX"'VEHICLE TITLE REPORTS
24-HOUR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

and local laws and t

Great Great . [CODEDx

VEHICLE HISTORY REPORTS

Selection!” Selectionl] bt i

Neon Neon SE
5,995 37,995
CERTIFIED #506500 CERTIFIED #193282
, 03 ’ ‘97 CHRYSLER ‘00 PLYMOUTH
e e Gr an d r s er Town & Country LXI Minivan Voyager Minivan
J P ‘8,995 | ‘8,995
#203195 CERTIFIED #517465
Ch ‘01 JEEP ‘98 JEEP
erO ees rulsers Wrangler SUV Wrangler SUV
11,995 11,995
CERTIFIED #334297 CERTIFIED #754907
T = — ‘99 JEEP ‘00 JEEP
__.-" I."r ‘ Cherokee Classic 4x4 SUV Cherokee Sport SUV
Iln'. |Ilq_ - Y $1 2’995 $1 2'995
- N - - —— .y CERTIFIED #549329 CERTIFIED #576737
.. ““I'I ‘99 CHRYSLER ‘00 CHRYSLER
— R — ey Sebring LX Convertible Sebring LXI Coupe
: *13,995 | *14,995
______ CERTIFIED #603678 CERTIFIED #100948
‘O0 CHRYSLER ‘99 CHRYSLER
g Town & Country LX 300M
< *14,995 | *14,995
CERTIFIED #585572 CERTIFIED #628455
G ‘00 JEEP Grand 00 JEEP
reat re at Cherokee Laredo 4x4 SUV | Grand Cherokee Laredo SUV
*15,995 | *15,995
° ° CERTIFIED #206157 #195388
S l t "' "' ‘O2 CHRYSLER ‘O2 CHRYSLER
e ec lon e ec lon Sebring LX Convertible | Town & Country LX Minivan
000 000 $1 7'995 $1 7’995
CERTIFIED #132368 CERTIFIED #587001

777 Camino del Rio South Prices plus government

Mission Valley Auto Circle fees and taxes, any finance
charges, dealer document

TOLL-FREE: preparatior? charge.and
877-526-5255 =i

www.midwayjeep.com Expires 3/11/03.

FIVE STAR

WS W

SANDIEGO

.

.L'f'. iy owbdbesicmen=anuc 77/ Camino del Rio South — ¥
GEM’ A Bt padi- iy San Diego GEM 4-Seater

GEM 2-Seater A '
(T 877-526-5255 ﬁ 24k 03295

3
3’995 Ask for Sue, Jeff, or Ben. #022007

#024367 FIVE STAR : :
WD Lieep. Ly sl www.midwayjeep.com
Prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer document
preparation charge and any emission testing charge. Expires 3/11/03.




SAN DIEGO ==

(Formerly Rose Toyota)

BIG CASH BACK SPECTACULAR!

2003 SIENNA o R USED CAR SPECIALS
iy Price Protection pHeyss 8,880

$2 ) OOO CASH BACK G u a ra n te e Low miles, clean. (345256)

: 1998 T SR5 59
2003 TUNDRA If you find the same [rSpat 580

52,000 CASH BACK new Toyota for less [BEERISIIAL ’10,988

Full power, extra clean. (632037)

2003 HIGHLANDER within 3 days, we'll BEIXeY 511,988

All Models Priced right! Super clean. Certified. (905329)

1,000 CASH BACK choose to either pay FESTNINNEE 13,888

M Xtra cab, wheels, super clean. (488186)
2003 TACOMA you the dlfference, Sl 2001 Solara SE ’15,988

Excludes Double cab b Uy yo ur car b(] C k . Extra sharp. Certified. (509538)
1,000 CASH BACK 1998 Avalon XLS ’16,588

Leather, moonroof, loaded. (236980)

Bring us any other 2000 Celica GTS *16,980

Leather, low miles, extra clean. (052940)

e Toyota dealer’s ad and 2001 Tl’aco?lg(PreI){unner SR5 $18,988
— . Double cab. Certified. (842276
| s EE H ow L ow 2001 Tacoma PreRunner SRS *19,988
WE c A N Go .' f,xcelle;lt condition, TRD off-road package.
2003 CAMRY e

(4 Cyl. Models Only - Excludes Solara) 2001 4Runner SRS $23,388
$ 1’ OOO C ASH B ACK CREDIT PROBLEMS? Low miles, loaded. Must see. (188783)

2001 MR2 23,988
2003 MATRIX

WE CAN HELP. Full power. One of a kind. (040213)
All Model Call our credit expert

3750 CASH BACK
2003 COROLLA DENNIS VALDEZ

Al Model 888-829-4462
*750 CASH BACK

QUALCOMM
STADI UM

Sun.— 10am to 8pm SAN DIEGO

888-558-5622

Prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emissions testing charge. Al vehicles subject to prior sale. Offers expire 3/9/03.

5910 Mission Gorge Rd., San Diego
Mon. = Fri. 8am to 9pm ® Sat.— Pam to Ppm

ST 00T ‘9 YIBIN Lappay 031( Ues
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5400 Off LASIK

There IS a difference in surgeons. Our Board of Ophthalmology-certified doctors have been in practice in San Diego for over 20 years and
have over 15 years’ refractive surgery experience. We are not a surgery mill. Our doctors will see you for your initial consultation,
perform your surgery and see you for up to 12 months of unlimited follow-up visits. We offer ALL alternatives. Don't risk your eyesight to

the inexperienced. Regularly $2500 for both eyes. R

Get Your Contacts &
Frames Online!

Effective January 1, your eyecare provider will (on request) supply you with a copy of
your contact lens prescription. You can then order your contacts or frames online at
www.westcoasteyecare.com.

Frames?

Seen frames in magazines or store windows that you can't live without? Simply e-mail us
with the frame and we will answer you regarding price and availability within one
working day. What could be easier?

We will beat
any advertised
price!

*10 Off Any
Product or
Service

Just come in to any of our locations ~ Not valid with certain plans or

and we will beat any price on exams,  insurances. One coupon per patient.

contacts and glasses by 5%! We will not ~ Offers may not be combined. Contact

be undersold. R lenses must include exam. Valid through
4/6/03. See office for details. R

Eye Exam 53 9* Comprehensive optometric exam.

10 Off Contact Lenses

With purchase of 6-month supply of any daily or frequent replacement lenses.
With this ad. Expires 4/6/03. R

We provide total eye care

Whether you need LASIK surgery, contacts, glasses, or have medical problems, our staff
consists of board-certified ophthalmologists and TPA-certified optometrists who are here
to help you.

"Above offers valid only with this ad. Ad must be presented at time of consultation and
may not be combined with insurance or other offers. See offices for details.

WEST

COAST
EYECARE

AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Our guarantee:

If for any reason you are not
completely satisfied with our
service or glasses, we will refund
your money. See office for details.

Extended evening hours.
Prescriptions filled. Glasses
duplicated. Most insurance,
Medi-Cal, Vision and Service
Plans accepted. MasterCard, Visa
and Discover accepted.

Spedial offers on our website:
Www.westcoasteyecare.com

To be automatically connected to
the nearest eye care center,
please call: 1-800-346-eyes

College Area/La Mesa
619-697-4600

El Cajon
619-440-5400

Clairemont/Mira Mesa
858-565-8822

Alpine

619-445-2687

Escondido/Vista/RB
760-743-5872

South Bay
619-470-2700

Spoﬂin gBox By Patrick Daugherty

Sports Noir

| kay, you dumb mug, get your mitts off the moolah
before I smash this heater in your kisser.”

Yeah, that’s me spouting off. 'm persuading,
trying to get a point across to Fans, Taxpayers, and
Business Alliance (FTBA). The morning fishwrap said
local business leaders formed FTBA to promote a new
stadium for the Chargers. Next thing you know, San
Diego sports fans put me on the case to head off
another shakedown. That’s why I've slipped through
the back door of this National City juke joint.

FTBA steps back from the counting-room table,
his two red, beady eyes popping and bulging, looking
like a seven-day-old mackerel in a room full of sick
cats. In other words, the dirty rat thought he was
alone. Rat whines, “We’re going to advocate for a new
stadium for the city of San Diego.”

Sock! Slap! Slam! FTBA drops to the chipped
cement floor, blood gushing from his nose and
mouth. In my line of work, a little strong-arm is what
you snack on at bedtime.

FTBA squeals, “We’re not advocating any
solution, per se. What we’re advocating is a dialogue
on finding a fiscally responsible solution to the
stadium question.”

Cuff! Bash! Smack! “Look, you weasel, anybody
who uses the words, ‘advocating,” ‘dialogue,” and
‘responsible solution’ in the same sentence is a Wrong
Gee from the get-go.”

Funny, FTBA looks like the copper who gave
me the old rubber hose the last time I went to the
clubhouse. Then again, he does resemble that Fakeloo
artist who came through town last winter, the one
with all the dames and floozies on his arm and enough
bad-end giggle juice to poison the entire Pacific fleet.
No, couldn’t be, that gink took a trip to the big house
and got himself an electric cure.

I have it now. “Say, mister, aren’t you with the
San Diego International Sports Council? Weren’t you
‘advocating’ the Chargers’ 1997 lease, the one with the
ticket guarantee, the one that’s cost Dago taxpayers a
downtown library, four recreation centers, 25 softball
leagues, 400 teachers, 150 coppers, longer park hours,
trash that gets picked up, and city employees who
answer the phone?”

FTBA waggles his head and sobs “...want to be
an honest broker of factual information for
proponents and opponents!”

Thump! Knock! Whap! “Yeah, kiddo, an honest
broker for the new Chargers stadium, my keeser. I
know who your muscle is. You're backed by Cox
Communications, Anheuser-Bush Sales of San Diego,
Wells Fargo Bank, Coca-Cola San Diego, First
National Bank of San Diego.... Want me to go on? Or
maybe I should pour a slug into your carcass?”

FTBA is hysterical. The yellow-bellied cur rolls into
a tight ball, continues to wail and howl, “...want....to be
an objective news source on stadium issues!”

* % %

My baseball education continues apace due to
the kindness of strangers. What follows is a portion of
an e-mail from Phil in Carlsbad. Thanks, Phil.

“Usually, I can tell what kind of a pitch the
pitcher throws. There are two kinds of fastballs. The
‘four-seamer’ or ‘rising fastball’ is thrown with a kind
of backspin that makes it appear to rise. Actually, it
doesn’t rise, but its trajectory is higher than the batter
expects, and so he usually swings under it, missing it
or popping it up. The ‘two-seamer’ or ‘sinker’ is
thrown with a sort of overspin so that its trajectory is
lower than the batter expects. He usually swings over
it, causing him to hit a weak ground ball.

“A curveball is a slower pitch thrown with lots
of overspin. If a batter is not expecting it, he will swing
over the ball and miss it completely, or if he is smart,
he will know he has been fooled and not swing at all.
A slider is thrown with a lot of sideways spin so that it
will break to the right if a right-handed pitcher is
throwing it. A screwball breaks the opposite way. I
don’t know how a screwball is thrown. Fernando
Valenzuela used to throw them a lot. Throwing sliders
and screwballs is really tough on a pitcher’s elbow.

“There are several pitches that break sharply
down. A spitball, a forkball, a ‘split-fingered fastball.’
The change-up appears to break down because it is
thrown with the same motion as a fastball, but it
drops because of gravity, not spin. A knuckleball
behaves in unpredictable ways, because it is
deliberately thrown with no spin at all, not even the
normal spin of a normal thrown ball.”

The Vegas Line

Future Bet
2003 NCAA Men's Basketball Championship
April 7, 2003
New Orleans, Louisiana
Team Open Current
Arizona 4101 7t02
Kansas 9to2 5to1
Oklahoma 7 to1 9to2
Duke 7to1 8to1
Michigan St 10to 1 30to1
Texas 10to 1 7to1
Texas 10to 1 7to1
Kentucky 12to 1 4to1
Pittsburgh 15to1 12to1
Alabama 15 to 1 40 to 1
Mississippi St 18 to 1 15t0 1
U. CONN 20to1 18to 1
Florida 20to 1 10to 1
UCLA 20to1 1,000 to 1
Maryland 22to1 8to1
Georgia 25to1 8to1
Xavier 30to 1 25t01
Marquette 30to1 25t01
Syracuse 35t01 30to1
Villanova 40 to 1 150 to 1
Indiana 40 to 1 60to 1
lllinois 40to 1 18 to 1
Virginia 40 to 1 250to 1
Cincinnati 40to 1 35to1
Missouri 40to 1 60 to1
Gonzaga 50 to 1 60to1
Western KY 50to 1 100 to 1
Oregon 50 to 1 75101
Louisville 50 to 1 15to 1
Georgia Tech 60 to 1 75t0 1
Texas Tech 60to 1 75101
Wisconsin 75to 1 30to1
California 75t01 50to 1
N.C. State 75t01 100 to 1
Notre Dame 75to 1 18to 1
Georgetown 75101 120to 1
Boston College 75to 1 60 to 1
Minnesota 75to 1 150 to 1
usc 75t01 200 to 1
PENN 100 to 1 150 to 1
Hawaii 100 to 1 500 to 1
Stanford 100 to 1 5t01
Temple 100 to 1 100 to 1
Ohio State 100 to 1 250 to 1
Oklahoma ST 100 to 1 30to1
LSU 100 to 1 60 to1
lowa ST 120 to 1 750 to 1
Pepperdine 120 to 1 350to 1
Mississippi 125t0 1 200to 1
Miami FLA 125 to 1 300to1
North Carolina  125to 1 350to 1
Memphis 125 to 1 50to 1
Utah 150 to 1 50to 1
Tulsa 150 to 1 100 to 1
Wyoming 150 to 1 250to 1
SO lllinois 150 to 1 100 to 1
Creighton 150 to 1 60 to 1
Arizona ST 150 to 1 100 to 1
UNLV 150 to 1 300 to 1
lowa 150 to 1 750 to 1
Butler 150 to 1 150 to 1
St. John's 150 to 1 200 to 1
Nevada 300 to 1 350to 1
Field 20to 1 35t01

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.




SHEEP A0 GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

RELIGIOUS DIRECTORY

TO HEAR A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES AND OTHER DETAILS,

Denomination: Church of God of Prophecy
Address: 2107 I Avenue, National City, 619-
474-6062

Year founded: early 1940s

Senior pastor: Reverend Tom Horton
Congregation: 70

Sunday school enrollment: 70

Staff: 1 full-time, 1 part-time

Annual budget: $60,000

Weekly giving: $1200

Singles program: no

Diversity: African-American, Hispanic, Asian,
Pacific Islander, white

Dress: casual to dressy

Services: Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m.

“I guess it’s like any other religious, racial, or
ethnic minority finally seeing one of its own in
a position of national authority. 'm sure it’s
similar to the way the African-American com-
munity feels about Colin Powell or Condi Rice.
At last, you're visible. We’re pleased.”

Last Sunday afternoon I spoke with Rev-
erend Tom Horton of National City’s Church
of God of Prophecy

Last Sunday, many of the Church of God’s
women were away for a weekend retreat. Rev-
erend Horton, apologizing for his voice, led us
in several old-timey hymns, like “When the Saints
Go Marching In.” An older gentleman played acous-
tic guitar. A young gentleman thumped drums.
Reverend Horton said the hymns just didn’t
sound the same without all the church’s women,
including his wife.

He spoke to us last Sunday morning about
relationships, about how the Bible offers us “wise
counsel” on maintaining solid and healthy ones.
Making reference to many verses, Reverend
Horton outlined five Bible-based relationship tips:
understand each other, keep commitments,
respect each other, offer encouragement to each
other, forgive each other.

He started his sermon by announcing that
he’d been married for 23 years. Reverend Hor-
ton is 46 years old.

“People say ‘love is blind,” but the problem
is thatlove truly isn’t blind. You see each other’s
imperfections and faults, and you have to live
with them. When I was courting my wife, she
presented herself as

about how Pentecostals someone who loved fish-
thought of John Ashcroft. ing, and hiking, and
At the beginning of the camping. The reality is
morning’s service, the thatI can’t gether to do
gentleman who firstled any of those things. She
us in prayer asked that, likes to do what women
in addition to remem- call ‘antiquing.” Some
bering our soldiers over- Saturdays when we’re
seas, we keep the Attor- out for a drive, we can
ney General in mind. hardly get down the
(“But let’s pay special block. We have to stop
attentlon ‘F](:‘)}?ur SOldleIs REVEREND TOM HORTON at eVel’Y g}?rage Sa‘le}’l”
overseas. The men an In the pews, hus-
women. I've watched Church of S;Od lo f -Prophecy bandsand wiles chuck-
them go on television. Natlo:i City led and hugged each
They’re so young. So other. Reverend Hor-
many are from San ton told us that in an
Dieg(};. This really is a Sermon relationship, we had t()),
military town.”) Rev- cogtent *x be aware of each other’s
erend Horton, too, men- delivery c...coveveveereerenccnenne ‘.A'** shortcomings and be
tioned Ashcroft in his thul.‘gy .............................. no liturgy accepting of them.
sermon. ] told Reverend Music . “That’s the way we
Horton that I was sur- congregatlonal ...................... *).\' learn about each other.
prised that the Missouri ChOM no choir It’s not only shortcom-
senator had such an Snacks....... --.no snacks ings. By learning about
impact in the Pentecostal Flowers......... no flowers the other person, we also
world. Ar;hite_cture ettt eas * learn about strengths
« . Friendliness..........cccococurvruneee. * %Kk AN
Well, Ashcroft is and talents we didn’t
é\];sli}r? ib;li)ersog)afblgct)l‘lié Poor to satisfactory .......co.cevververiuenininne (none) 1;2?:;223 ?,ther person
Pentecostal denomina- Good * On the subject of
tion closest to our own Very good *x respect, Reverend Hor-
; Excellent * ok k >,
the Church of God of ; ton reminded us that
Bropgecy. I.f WP: hafha EXtraordinary ........cececeveeveeneenennennennenns > %k %k k our SOCietg’ has 1055
sister denomination, the many such outwar
Assemblies would be it. demonstrations.

The other nice thing about Ashcroft is that he’s
not ashamed of his faith. He speaks about it in
avery natural matter-of-fact way. That’s some-
thing we admire about this administration in gen-
eral. President Bush is comfortable with his faith.
That’s a pleasant change.”

There’s another change that Reverend Hor-
ton didn’t address directly: Pentecostal respectabil-
ity. The last high-profile Pentecostal in Wash-
ington that I could remember was James Watt,
who served as Reagan’s Secretary of the Interior
from 1981 to 1983.

When you walk into Reverend Horton’s spare
church, you get an idea why Pentecostals have
had such a hard time breaking into the Amer-
ican mainstream. In Reverend Horton’s pews,
you see African-Americans, Hispanics, Asians,
Pacific Islanders, and whites. Pentecostals were
multicultural before multicultural was cool.

(“Our denomination’s been that way since
it started,” Reverend Horton told me about his
church’s ethnic make-up. “We were big on mis-
sionary work from the very beginning.”)

“Men used to hold doors open for women.
We were taught, ‘Ladies first” We did many
things like that. Notbecause we believed women
were weak or inferior. No. Because those behav-
iors reflected respect for women.”

Men holding doors open for women? I
was surprised that anyone nowadays would
express nostalgia for that sort of thing. But after
the service, when I was speaking with Reverend
Horton, he asked the older gentleman who
played acoustic guitar if he remembered when
the church was founded.

“It must’ve been before the war,” the older
gentleman said. “I remember when this church
was on Acacia Street, before it moved down
here. I was out here because of the Navy. And I
remember that wherever they sent me, I looked
up a Church of God of Prophecy in the phone
book, and I went. All the other guys talked about
being ‘blue.” But I said, Tm never blue. Heck,
you ought to come to church with me. T have a
wonderful time!””

— Abe Opincar

CALL619-233-9797 ANYTIME. AT THE PROMPT, ENTER THE 4-DIGIT EXTENSION.

BUDDHIST
x6n5 Hsi Fang Temple

"""" 4536 Park Blvd., University Heights
619-298-2800

www.hsifang.org

LUTHERAN

x613  Christ Lutheran Church

"""" 4761 Cass St., Pacific Beach
858-483-2300
www.christpb.org

METHODIST

X6101 First United Methodist Church

"""" 2111 Camino del Rio South
Mission Valley, 619-297-4366
www.fumcsd.org

CATHOLIC
x6102 Holy Spirit Catholic Church

"""" 2725 55th St., Oak Park
619-262-2435

holyspirit@cox.net
NONDENOMINATIONAL
X611} Central Congregational Church

"""" 8360 Lemon Ave., La Mesa
619-466-1261

CHURCH OF CHRIST
x6101 Canyon View Church of Christ

"""" 4292 Balboa Ave., Clairemont
858-273-5140

WWW.Canyonview.org

x6103 El Cajon Blvd. Church of Christ

2528 El Cajon Blvd., North Park
619-299-6812

X6106 Journey Community Church

"""" 8363 Center Dr., La Mesa
619-464-4544
www.journeycommunitychurch.org

www.ecbchurchofchrist.org SCIENCE OF MIND
x6107 The New Thought Center
EPISCOPAL for Creative Living

X6117 St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
"""" 6556 Park Ridge Blvd., San Carlos
619-460-6442

www.stdunstans.org

FOUR SQUARE
X6116 Vista Christian Fellowship

"""" 820 Williamston St., Vista
760-726-4856
www.vcfchurch.org
San Diego Reader’s Best 2003

Best Church for Miracle Healings

3505 Camino del Rio South #160
Mission Valley, 619-521-4800
www.thecenterforcreativeliving.org

THE SALVATION ARMY

x6105 Centre City Corps

"""" 825 7th Ave., Downtown
619-231-6000 x2300
www.usw.salvationarmy.org

X610 San Diego Citadel
"""" 4170 Balboa Ave., Clairemont
858-483-1831

To place a religious listing, call 619-235-3000.

FREE PHONE + FREE ACCESSORIES + CASH BACK

Nokia Motorola ~ Sony __ Motorola
ATeT < 8390 V60 P T68i 11720
*50 Cash Back:

49

§
Nok 1260 o
Nok 3360 (§SH0 FREE FREE "8 After
Nok 3590 ($100) BACK el Rebate
. Motorol Motorol Sams Motorol
‘' - -Mobile: ¢ o V6o T Y Vo

=90 @ 50

FREE:

L9 f5l%0

Mot (332
poka0 0 Mter Mter | After T After
sam R225 ~ Rebate Rebate ' Rebate ~~ Rebate

Audiovox 1G Motorola Motorola
) 8300 <.+ VX10 V60i i"‘i T720
verf onwirclozs 7N |__!_£

FREE: 'FREE a 30 120 -4°10
LG510 % | i | After -3 After
Mot V120 Rebate ' Rebate

Call for details. Some restrictions apply. Free phone and accessories offer with activation of
service. Images for illustration purposes only. Other phones are on sale at low prices.
SAVE THIS AD.

T-K WIRELESS | [

9817 MIRA MESA BLVD. « 858-564-4255 >
STORE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 11 AM-8 PM, SAT. & SUN. 11 AM-5 PM

>z
-

T-K
Wireless
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WANT HIGH SPEED INTERNET?
RAISE YOUR HAND.

Ricochet high-speed wire-free Internet®. Now available from NetHere.
Business grade speed with no phone, DSL or cable lines. Get instant Internet right
out of the box — plug in the modem, load the CD and go. You get unlimited access
and no per minute charges. Just $44.95* per month. Works with laptops, desktops
or PDAs. Compatible with PC and Mac.

Find out if you’re in our coverage area. Call 1 888 RICOCHET or visit
www.ricochet.com.

ricachet.

high-speed wire-free internet

Brought to you by NETHERE

INTERNET SERVICES

© 2003 RICOCHET NETWORKS INC.

Contact Lens Problems?

:@ 6-month supply
of disposable contact ' “supply of disposable

contact lenses

*S9

__________—-I

@ 6-month supply of
astigmatism (toric)
disposable lenses,

including exam!

. *198

of ColorBlends
disposable contact
lenses

68

Free Deluxe Care Kit

| Free Single-Vision Eyeglass Lenses |

OFFERS EXPIRE 3/20/03-~ - - -~~~

“*After instant rebate and manufacturer’s rebates. Professional services extra. Coupons not ™~
valid-with insurance or other.offers. Limited new patient offer. Rx restrictions-may-apply. 90-
aay money-back offer excludes exam and used materials. All contact lenses are premium
brands based on your prescription. Available in“daily or extended wear for monthly disposal.”

Call office for details and other specials.

SPECIAL
SERVICES

* Dry-Eye/Sensitive-Eye
Contact Lens Materials

ARENA EYEWORKS
OPTOMETRY

For other specials visit: www.ArenaEyeworks.org

1 294-2870

» Astigmatism Contact Lenses
with Precision Control
Technology

* World’s Most Advanced
Gas-Permeable Contacts

—
e S =
— Y

o ——

|@ Additional 6-month :

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

Michael Goldsmid, 0.D., FA.A.0. « Elizabeth Collin, 0.D.

3750 Sports Arena Blvd. » Suite 9

(Between Red Lohster and Men's Fashion Depot)

Dear Aunt Trudy,
I'm a married guy with three kids and a good job
in advertising. I work hard and travel frequently
for work. In the last year my company, like
many in the current economy, has been on
shaky ground. I've had to work even longer
hours to help keep the company together. My
wife is on my back every minute for not being
home more. I'd love to be home more, but with
the kids in private school, the fact that my wife
has a nanny and maid, and other expenses asso-
ciated with the lifestyle she demands, I have to
hang onto this job if I can. ’'m supporting five
people. Whenever 'm home now, all she does is
berate me. How can I make her understand?
CORPORATE JOE IN NATIONAL CITY

Dear Joe,

You're doing the best you can. Keep talking
to your wife. She needs to pitch in and be
your partner and not your adversary. The
nagging only wears you down, makes things
worse. You're both making sacrifices.
Remember to tell her you love her, and that
this situation won't last forever. Remind her
you are under incredible pressure, trying to
keep being the star breadwinner she counts
on you to be. The only way you can keep it
up is with her loving support.

Dear Aunt Trudy,

My 13-year-old son “Bob” has been friends with
another boy, “Jon,” for about five years. Jon lives
with his divorced mother in another commu-
nity. He goes to our neighborhood school
because his grandmother lives in the area. I used
to enjoy having him over. He’d eat dinner with
us and stay the night. The boys would play
nicely. But as time passed, Jon came over more
and more, and now he’s over at our house all the
time. Jon’s a nice kid, but he overstays his wel-
come. He is a bottomless pit, eating all of our
household snack foods. He doesn’t leave when
we eat dinner; he sits in my son’s room and waits
for him. Then he stays until 9:00-10:00 at night
until his mother decides to come pick him up.
Even on school nights. His mother never thinks
to reciprocate or to teach her son some manners.
The few times Bob has been over to Jon’s, he’s
been on his own for food. Afterward, I was told
that he had donuts for breakfast and Slim Fast
and chips for lunch. The mother is not responsi-
ble at all. Recently, I've laid down some rules to
my son about Jon coming over all the time and
about eating our food. Now Bob doesn’t come
home right after school, and he sits alone in his
room at night. I'd rather Bob found a new
friend, but I can’t choose my son’s friends for
him, can I? Can I tell Jon to get lost? I don’t want
to have my son resent me for that and, essen-

tially, Jon hasn’t done anything
wrong. It’s his mother that has the
responsibility issue, and I can’t get
over the resentment I feel toward her
for her neglect. I feel like 'm pun-
ishing the boys for the mother’s mis-
takes. That’s not right either. What
canIdo?

ANGRY AND FRUSTRATED

IN UTC

Dear Angry,

Of course you're peeved at being
forced to become Jon’s default
parent because his mom won't
do her job. Whatever manners
Jon learns at this age he may
learn from you. That’s a gift you
are giving him. Your kindnesses
to Jon are good deeds. When
he’s a grown man, | bet Jon
remembers your generosity with
gratitude. The fact that Jon
spends so much time at your
house is flattering to you and
quite understandable. Your home
is a haven for him. He knows he
can get a square meal, compan-
ionship, and attention under your
roof, where there’s a real parent
present. These things are sorely
lacking for him at home. But it's
your house, so whatever guide-
lines you need to lay down for
your son and Jon about meals,
how often Jon comes over, when
it's time for Jon to go home, and
what is proper conduct for them
both in your house, that’s your
call. You might have to explain
some things to them about your
decisions, and drive Jon home
yourself or send him home on the
bus once in a while. | would plead
with you not to bar Jon from your
house entirely, though, because
your son is so fond of him, and
because you say Jon’s a good
kid. Limit his visits however you
see fit, but if you can remain
patient with him and separate
your justifiable anger at his lousy
mom from your feelings about
this unlucky kid, | think that ulti-
mately good may come of it.

Write to Aunt Trudy c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or e-mail to
trudy@sdreader.com
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“It’s a poser chocolate.’

-EVE KELLY

I don’t smoke. I don’t do drugs. My drinking
slowed way down after college, and even more
after childbirth. I've gotten to the point where
anything more than halfa cup of coffee makes
me jittery. But I still have one addiction: when-
ever I encounter the dark, mysterious sweet-
ness of chocolate, like a servant, my will bows
down before it.

With tax season fast
approaching, my hubby
Patrick told me that
we needed to tighten
the belt on unnec-
essary spending.
Clearly, eliminat-
ing chocolate from
the budget was notan
option, but I wanted
to do my part. I figured
that sometimes, you have
to spend money to save money.

So, I started buying chocolate left and right,
searching for the best-tasting chocolate bar
under a buck.

I fluttered from store to store with wings
on my ankles, gathering chocolaty goodness
at every stop. A few hours later, I alighted
back home with my findings: 18 choco-
late specimens. I called my friend
Bernice for help with the tasting;
she was at my door before  hung
up. Three more calls garnered
quick responses; within half an
hour I had added Shawn, Julie,
and Maureen to my tasting panel.

We started with the bar-
gain-basement stuff I'd snagged
at the 99-Cent Only Store. The
Nestle Giant ($.99 for 5 0z.), while
light and sweet, offered only a small
hint of cocoa flavor, and only in the
aftertaste. Next came the Elite Sparkling
Chocolate Bar ($.49 for 3.5 0z.) — milk choco-
late with popping candies inside. The smell
was waxy, the taste was stale, and when the
popping started in Bernice’s mouth, she just about
hit the roof in outrage. The other gals thought
the chocolate was passable and that kids would
go bananas over the popping. We turned to
the more august name of Cadbury and its Dairy
Milk Milk Chocolate Bar ($.99 for 4.5 0z.), but
we were disappointed by its failure to actually
taste like chocolate. “It tastes only like caramel.
It’s a poser chocolate,” quipped Julie.

Our last two — a couple of European
confections, the Elana Mocca from Belgium
($.33 for 1.6 0z.) and the Milka
from Germany ($.33 for e
1.41 oz.) — received
high marks, especially P ”EPSWH'[ [Hﬂ[b
in light of their price.
The Milka proved
silky, with a strong
hazelnut core and a
light orange finish.
“But the chocolate
isn’t drowned out,”
smiled Maureen. The
Elana Mocca brought even
bigger smiles with its strong cocoa
flavor, complemented by a rich espresso cream
filling. Not the straight stuff, but the extrane-
ous bits were welcome enough.

Smiles turned to frowns as we bit into our
second round of samplings. A Brach’s Solid
Milk Chocolate Bunny ($.99 for 2.75 oz. at
Target) tasted like sugar water, except it also had
a bitter aftertaste. The Milk Chocolate Origi-
nal Fundraising One-Dollar Bar by Van Wyk
Confections, purchased from the Lakeside Girls’
Softball Team, tasted only of vanilla, and arti-
ficial vanilla at that. After those rocky experi-

Oreani

MILKE CHOCOLA

FOITTERSWEEHHUCLARS

ences, most of my friends were comforted by
the rich cocoa/light sweetness of the classic
Hershey’s Milk Chocolate Bar ($.59 for 1.55 oz.
at Vons), but they agreed that the Mr. Good-
bar ($.59 for 1.75 oz. at Vons) tasted of peanuts
and little else. I longed for more.

I hoped to find it in two chunks of Ghi-
rardelli chocolate, the dark ($1.78 for .51 Ibs.
at Trader Joe’s) and the milk ($2.02 for .58 Ibs.
at Trader Joe’s). I was disappointed. They aver-
aged out to under a dollar for a bar-sized

portion, but they weren’t even worth their
weight in charcoal. Burnt cocoa over-
whelmed the milk chocolate, while the dark
dried our mouths with its acrid aftertaste.
Mixed reviews came in for the Trader
Joe’s Pound Plus bars, both bittersweet and
milk chocolate ($2.99 for 17.6 0z.). Julie and
I were transported by the harmony of sweet
and bitter; Shawn and Bernice thought it tasted
too much like sugar and cocoa powder. “It’s like
I'm snacking on chocolate chips,” said Ber-
nice. “I need more of a dessert taste.” They
leaned toward the milk chocolate, but decided
that the light caramel flavor detracted from the
pure chocolate experience.

Finally, success. A parade
of delightful flavors
marched across our
tongues, courtesy of
the Satin Milk

Chocolate Bar and

the Double Dark

Truffle Bar from

Venus Sweets (each

$.89 for 1.76 oz. at

Trader Joe’s). Hints
of cream and coconut
came off of the Satin,
while the Double Dark
worked its black magic on
me with Amaretto kisses. But
the real triumph came with our final
sampling, a bar that united the bittersweet
and milk chocolate camps seated at our table:
the Terra Nostra Organic Milk Chocolate
($1.59 for 3.5 oz. at Trader Joe’s). It gave us
the straight dope: chocolate, chocolate, choco-
late, without any distractions or flaws. A firm-
yet-yielding exterior gave way to deep smoky
interior flavors, tempered by gentle creaminess.

I phoned up fifth-generation choco-
latier Karlo Flores, producer of both Venus
Sweets and Terra Nostra, to get the (not-so)
skinny on chocolate. “Chocolate is made
with cocoa beans and sugar,” he began. “Milk
chocolate is made with milk powder. First,
the beans are harvested. They come inside a
pod, like a papaya. The beans are taken out
and dried. That is when the fermentation

process takes place, which is very impor-

tant to flavor. Then they are roasted,
which separates the shell from the bean.

You end up with little pieces, which are

known as the cocoa nib.”

The nib is milled into a doughy lump
known as the cocoa mass. “To make choco-
late, the mass is put in the conch, which is a
big machine of agitation and heat. At that
point, you add sugar, and if you’re making
milk chocolate, milk powder. The conch mixes
it and takes some moisture out, and it becomes
chocolate. Good chocolate stays in the conch
for anywhere from 12 to 72 hours, depending
on the recipe. The conching process takes out
a lot of the off flavors, like burntness or acid-
ity. It also makes for thorough blending.”

After conching, Flores adds more cocoa
butter — the fat contained in cocoa beans —
to the mix, “so that it’s very smooth and has
a good melting point in your mouth, which
releases the flavors.”
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We also offer the Apex lifestyle management program,
tanning facilities and family discounts.

Featuring a “Women Only” section and
on-site daycare, individualized fitness

programs with a personal trainer and
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state-of-the-art equipment.
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SDFITNESS
CENTERS

W

Your friendly
neighborhood gym,
where your results
are our success!

Santee

9802 Magnolia Avenue, Suite 6 ® 619.956.2733
Open Mon.-Thurs. 5 am-11 pm, Fri. 5. am-10 pm,
Sat. & Sun. 6 am-10 pm

Vista

2128 Thibodo Court e 760-727-8500

Open Mon.-Fri. 5am-11 pm,

Sat. & Sun. 8 am-8 pm

www.sdfitnesscenters.com

AFFORDABLE and QUALITY

HEALTH INSURANCE

Compare:

* NO DEDUCTIBLES

* No Claim Forms

* $15 Office Visits

¢ Includes Lab & X-rays |

* Maternity Coverage
e Children’s Hospital

* 100% Hospitalization
* $10 Rx Prescriptions l

CIGNA
HealthCare

Member | Member | Member | Member
Age | Member | & Spouse | & Child | & Children | & Family
Child 118.68
19-29 168.08 330.15 286.76 297.74 479.27
30-39 176.77 347.54 295.45 313.39 504.65
40-49 198.73 391.46 317.41 352.91 568.77
50-54 281.56 557.11 400.24 502.00 810.63
5559 342.79 679.58 461.47 612.23 989.43
Sample Cigna HMO $15 rates (San Diego County). Additional carriers,

plans and rates available. FREE QUOTES. CA Lic. #0D44458

Authorized Agents:

HEALTH NET
PACIFICARE
NATIONWIDE

BLUE CROSS of California
BLUE SHIELD of California

Representing All Major Carriers

64

BenefitPro

2655 Camino Del Rio North
Ste. 110
(Next to Dave & Buster's)

Call Today
800.223.6720

619.294.7800
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Who Wasted Your Money and How They Did It

(STORY CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

t was supposed to be a showcase
for the dot-com era, dedicated to i
the proposition that students from A
kindergarten to 12th grade didn’t s
need a “brick and mortar” school
with old-fashioned teachers but
instead could be taught at home, via
the miracle of the World Wide Web.
In the fall of 2000, the best and the
brightest from the Greater San Diego
chamber of commerce’s “Education MR
Roundtable,” key backers of San b=
Diego Unified School District super- ‘
intendent Alan Bersin and his con-
troversial education reform efforts,
brought the proposal to the school
board for quick approval and funding.

The new school was to be called
“Global Learning @ Home” and,
according to its sponsors, it would do nothing less than
revolutionize education. “The four main criteria for the
Global Learning family,” according to the presentation
made to the board that October, “will be an adventur-
ous spirit, a quest for the best educational experience,
a high regard for the use of technology as a vehicle for
learning, and the desire to be directly involved in their
child’s education.”

Though details about the proposed curriculum and
teaching methods were scarce, backers promised, “Global
Learning @ Home will follow a rich, theme-based tech-
nology-embedded curriculum that emphasizes par-
ent/student interaction, computer-assisted instruction,
project-based learning and performance-based assess-
ment. The learning materials will be both traditional and
innovative in nature and come from rich and varied

.-#'E DUCATION

ROUNMNDTA R

sources, and the curriculum choices made now and in
the future will reflect changing standards in the state,
country, and the world.”

But two years and about $125,000 of government
funding later, plans to start the school were abruptly
abandoned, with little to show for the effort. “On Jan-
uary 30, 2001, the Board approved the granting of a
charter for the Global Learning @ Home Charter School,
an independent study charter school,” wrote school dis-
trict general counsel Jo Anne SawyerKnoll in a memo
dated May 31,2002. “The school had initially proposed
to open in September 2001. This opening date was later
postponed to the Fall of 2002.

“We are now advised that the charter school cor-
poration will cease operating and that the charter school
corporation will be dissolving due to less than favorable

prospects for operating the school.
The termination of operations should
be completed within the near future.
Global Learning @ Home is the first
District charter school to voluntar-
ily terminate its charter.”

What happened? A review of
school-district records, along with
interviews with many of those involved
with the startup, reveal that early
plans lacked focus and suffered from
poor accounting and business prac-
tices. Others close to the situation
claim that interference from the
chamber of commerce, conflicts of
interest, and excessive spending on
consultants, travel, entertainment,
and dining doomed the effort.

A chamber of commerce source
contends that there never really was a plan for the school,
just a brochure filled with educational jargon and tech-
nical buzzwords. The school’s last director, Hank Har-
ris, says he was forced to give up and take a job in Santa
Monica when the software and curriculum material
promised him when he was hired by the school’s board
of directors failed to materialize.

Critics say that the school’s failure illustrates what
can happen when charter-school sponsors are too closely
aligned with political interests with influence over the
school district. They point to the fact that the district’s
assistant counsel, attorney Tad Parzen, is chairman of
the chamber of commerce foundation. Others say the
idea for the school was just too ambitious for the cham-
ber foundation’s limited consulting talent to deliver on.

The district and its chief, Alan Bersin, have remained
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Wireless E-mail Device*

MOTOROLA TALKABOUT T900

m Nationwide coverage

m Guaranteed messaging

ir
L Pl KT
1] e LAherw.

m News, weather and
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* With one year of service. Call for details.

Pager Packages
only *58”

PACKAGE INCLUDES:

valid while supplies last.

m Pager
m One year of airtime, voice mail and maintenance

m Activation

—

m Tri-state coverage

m Guaranteed lowest price

ALSO AVAILABLE:

m Text messaging for
$14.95 a month

m Private 800 numbers

New customers only. Offer

» Great deals
on cellular phones and
cellular accessories.

m Take advantage of our prepaid
cellular phone package.

m No credit check, contract,
deposit or monthly bill.

(800) USA-BEEP

4853 Convoy Street / 858-974-0500
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S HUGE SALE

STEREO
WAREHOUSE X3

10025 Financing Available
REST OR NO PAYMENTS FOR 1 YEAR o/c

M o
\\N:r‘\“\ '

¢ S-YEAR WARRANTY AVAILADLE ON ALL STEREOS

We challenge anyone to find a lower price.
Bring in any price and we will beat it

— GUARANTEFED!

LIFETIME WARRANTY ON ALL INSTALLATIONS

Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, Monday,
March 7, 8,9, 10

INCLUDES:
* TWO 5.6"HEADREST MONITORS OR
7" WIDESCREEN FLIP-DOWN

* TWO WIRELESS HEADPHONES
e DVD PLAYER

WIRELESS REMOTE
CONTROL!

COMPLETE MOBILE
VIDEO SYSTEMS _ V

V. MON

WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL!

NOT AN AUTHORIZED ALPINE, KENWOOD,
OR SONY DEALER

STARTING AT

wn FLIP-UP IN-DASH

ITORS

ALPINE « KENWOOD ¢ PIONEER *SONY

399

MOBILE ENTERTAINMENT

INCLUDES:

¢ 10.4" FLIP-DOWN MONITOR
¢ 2 WIRELESS HEADPHONES

* DVD WITH

SPECIAL!

WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROL!

WIRELESS REMOTE | 59 g

CDX-L410
1
NEW! Am/Fm cD PLAYER
HIGH POWER 45Wx4 Digital
CDRIRW PLAYBACK 08458

OPTIONAL REMOTE @

* NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY DEALER

ALPINE

2003
MODEL

-.E Foid JLTE I
ﬂ'------ Fa

CDM9801

AM/FM CD PLAYER
HIGH POWER 180 WATTS
24 PRESETS

NOT AN AUTHORIZED ALPINE DEALER I ! !

SONY s

MP3
DECODER

HLgea

CDX-MP30

* AM/FM CD MP3
* 208 WATTS
* CD CHANGER CONTROLLER

NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY DEALER.

CD/MP3

5139

gﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%KENWOOD

KDC-119
HIGH-POWER AM/FM CD PLAYER
MAX POWER 45 WATTS X 4

NEW!
RCA PREOUTS

%59

NOT AN AUTHORIZED KENWOOD DEALER

KENWOOD

NEW!

%
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XRCA320

A SONY @&
MODEL CDX-656

BOTH FOR ONLY

L =

5.6” FLIP-
DOWN
MONITOR
& VCR

BOTH I.L o

GALAXY CAR ALARM

REMOTE CONTROL AUTO ALARM
................. * 100-fT. RANGE
= * REMOTE CONTROL PANIC
[ [ ]+ IGNTION LOCKOUT SAFETY SYSTEM.
[ﬁ %/ * MULTFUNCTION LED STATUS

MADE IN USA. INDICATOR
« PARKING LIGHT FLASHER + AUTONATIC ARVING
« 60-SECOND RE-ARM TIMER Y
« fReE LED LiGHT AND FLASHING Ligkts — NEEWI!
FREE POWER DOOR LOCKS

579

CARS MUST BE EQUIPPED W/FACTORY
ELECTRIC DOOR LOCKS

INSTALLED

SONY -

\%

BUILT-IN
CROSSOVE

ALPINE

ALPINE « KENWOOPD

HEART-POUNDING SYSTEM

SONY KENWOOD
XM-754HX SCC1335 KSC-BP210
4 CHANNEL 170Wx4 5% MIDS & TWEETERS 12" SPEAKER IN BOX

W"..L WORK WITH ANY STEREO NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY, ALPINE OR KENWOOD DEALER

FOR
KRC-1085 10-DISC CHANGER
AM/FM CASSETTE, DETACHABLE-
o AM/FM CASSETTE 859 FACE CD CHANGER CONTROLLER 8X OVERSAMPLING s S
* 160 WATTS = HIGH POWER 180 WATTS
NOT AN AUTHORIZED KENWOOD DEALER e 5k, NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY DEALER
NEW!

SONY

10-DISC
CD CHANGER
WORKS WITH ANY
EXISTING RADIO
WITH REMOTE

CONTROL
st

NOT AN AUTHORIZED SONY DEALER. l

CDX-454RF

JENSEN® =3

e AM/FM CASSETTE ¢ CD INPUT

KEARNY MESA

* DETACHABLE

NORTH FACE

NEW!
\V/ KENWOOD

2-CHANNEL
POWER

AMP

WITH

BUILT-IN
CROSSOVERS
* 600 WATTS

99

KAC-7285

KENWOOD

o 340 WATTS
BLavpunkt ~EZED

i NEW!

6 x 9 3-WAY SPEAKERS

KFC-69065

SONY XPLOD AMP
= NEW!

s29

ng

6.5 2-WAY SPEAKERS

NOT AN AUTHORIZED KENWOOD DEALER

HIGH POWER, 80 WATTS

PAIR  NOTAN
AUTHORIZED)
KENWOOD

DEALER

%59

XM222MK2

HIGH POWER 222 WATTS CHULA VISTA

NOT AN AUTHORIZED Xpl%d S
SONY DEALER. 2
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Prices reflect cash discounts. Quantities limited fo stock on
hand. Rain checks available by request for any out-of-stock
items. Some cars require additional parts and labor. All
merchandise carries full dealer warranty. No dealers,
please. First-come, first-served installation. All installations
carry full warranty. Standard installations only. With in-store
purchase. *Installation required for promotional alarm offer
af nominal charge. We are nof responsible for misprinfs.

5040 Convoy Street, Suite B ¢ (858) 715-3928

645 Broadway, Chula Vista ¢ (619) 4220644

Open every day, Monday-Thursday 10 am-7 pm.
friday & Saturday 9 am-7 pm. Sunday 9 am-5 pm

NORTH
% ‘ &

H STREET

BROADWAY

m

- W VISA
oz I

J STREET

Sale items require installation.
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silent about the school’s
failure. Parzen failed to
return repeated phone
calls. The board of edu-
cation has never been
briefed on the matter or
discussed it at an open
board meeting. “It’s as if
it vanished into thin air,”
says one district insider
familiar with the case. “The
people at the chamber of
commerce spent all of the
money on planning and
travel, and then it went
poof.” The state’s office of
education, which approved
the grant, acknowledges
that the charter school
never opened but has not
conducted an audit to find
out why, saying that such
oversight is the responsi-
bility of the district.

“I came in rather late,”
says Harris, who is now
principal of Lincoln Mid-
dle School in Santa Mon-
ica, where he moved after
leaving San Diego in the
summer of 2002. “It had
been two or three years
in the planning. I was hired
as a last possibility to see
if the school could get

open. I came to see in fairly
short order that that was
not likely. Since there was
a grant involved, I thought
we might as well wrap it
up, and the remaining
funds should go back to
the state. So I tendered
my resignation.”
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Chamber of com-
merce officials are reluc-
tant to discuss the school
and its troubled history.
Ginger Hovenic, the
school’s chief architect
and president of the cham-
ber’s foundation, hung up
the phone after repeat-
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edly demanding to know
who had provided the
school’s financial records
used in the preparation
of this story. Two of her
associates, Eden Steele and
Diane Hadfield, listed in
school-district documents
as paid consultants to the
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venture, also declined to
discuss their roles.

“I discontinued work-
ing with them because I
went on disability,” Steele
said in a brief telephone
interview from her home
last week. “Call Ginger
Hovenic and ask her about
it. Theard a year later they
were no longer in exis-
tence” When asked how
much she was paid by the
school and whether she
ever claimed reimburse-
ment for meals and travel,
Steele terminated the
conversation.

The petition for
Global Learning, required
under the state’s charter-
school law, was signed by
Steele and two others, listed
as “teacher petitioners,”
Hadfield and Rosemary
Rodman. Steele’s address
was listed as 402 West
Broadway, Suite 1000, the
same address as the cham-
ber of commerce. Both
Hadfield, who also works
for the chamber founda-
tion, and Steele later
became paid consultants
to the school. Sandy Mur-

phy, a former executive
with Cox Communica-
tions, also says she had an
early role in developing
the school’s notion of “dis-
tance learning” via the
Internet.

The Global Learning
academy is no longer men-
tioned on the Business
Roundtable’s website. But
that was not always the
case. Two years ago, the site
prominently featured the
new charter school. “The
San Diego Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce Foun-
dation Business Round-
table for Education is
actively involved in cre-
ating educational mod-
els that improve student
academic performance,”
according to the website,
which listed Global Learn-
ing as one of four charter
schools that “are the result
of the Roundtable’s efforts
since 1994

Hadfield is currently
listed on the foundation
website as “Director of
Projects.” According to her
biography on the site, “Ms.
Hadfield, a 26-year class-
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room veteran, is a tech-
nology enthusiast and edu-
cator to the core. As com-
puters began to enter the
classroom, Diana was
there — on the fore-
front — learning, exper-
imenting, and finding
innovative ways to har-
ness the power of tech-
nology in the classroom.”

Reached by telephone
last week at her office at
the roundtable, based at the
chamber of commerce,
Hadfield acknowledged
she had been a consultant
to Global Learning but
could remember few other
details. Asked if she had a
contract with the school,
she replied, “I don’t even
remember.” Her duties,
Hadfield said, included
writing grant applications
as well as Global Learning’s
“business plan.” She then
terminated the call, say-
ing she would call back

the next morning. Her
assistant later called and
said she would not be call-
ing back as promised. Sub-
sequent calls to her office
went unreturned.

But the real power
behind Global Learning

@ Home, most of those
interviewed for this story
agreed, was Hovenic, a
graduate of San Diego
State University and for-
mer principal of Clearview
Elementary School in
Chula Vista. Hovenic
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worked for the county’s
Office of Education before
being recruited in 1999
to become president and
chief executive officer of
the San Diego Chamber of
Commerce Foundation,
as well as executive direc-

 On-site service available
¢ Free quotes over the phone

Clairemont Mesa Bivd. /

Ronson Road.

tor of the foundation’s
Business Roundtable for
Education. According to
one of the foundation’s
annual Internal Revenue
Service filings, Hovenic
was paid $110,000 by the
foundation in 2000.

The foundation and
the roundtable, which
claim to be “The voice of
business to improve edu-
cation in the San Diego
region,” are technically
separate from the cham-
ber itself, although the
two organizations share
offices and much of the
same agenda. Chamber
president and CEO Jessie
Knight sits on the foun-
dation’s board of direc-
tors, which is chaired by
Tad Parzen, who now
works as assistant general
counsel for the San Diego
Unified School District.

Under Hovenic, the
foundation began to accel-
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erate the start-up of so-
called charter schools —
small, nonprofit educa-
tional institutions that are
run independently of the
school district but funded
by tax dollars. “Charter
schools are held account-
able for how well they edu-
cate children in a safe and
responsible environment
— not for merely com-
plying with state and local
school district regulations,”
wrote Hovenic in August
2000. The op-ed piece ran
in the San Diego Union-
Tribune just as Global
Learning backers began
lobbying the school board
for a charter. “They are
judged on how well they
meet the student-achieve-
ment goals established by
their respective charters
and how well they man-
age the resources entrusted
to them.

“These schools are
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required to operate law-
fully and responsibly;” con-
tinued Hovenic. “They
must achieve equity and
excellence. Like conven-
tional schools, charter
schools must teach the
state curriculum and give
the annual standardized
reading and math exams.
Unlike conventional pub-
lic schools, charter schools
that fail are closed.

“The Business Round-
table fully expects char-
ter schools as a whole to
continue to excel and even-
tually surpass their con-
ventional public-school
counterparts in academic
performance. Indeed, self-
governing schools that
offer students, teachers,

and parents innovative
and creative learning
resources are beginning
to bear fruit.”

In the fall of 2000,
Global Learning @ Home
was listed as one of four
charters that the cham-
ber foundation was spon-
soring. The foundation’s
charter-school effort,
according to a brochure
of the time, included
“developing strategic busi-
ness plans” and “hiring
exceptional leaders to carry
out the vision of a pow-
erful learning environ-
ment.” Diane Hadfield was
listed in the brochure as
Global Learning’s contact.

Another close tie
between the chamber

foundation and the Global
Learning charter school
was Heather Carmichael,
who is listed on the school’s
2002 letterhead as presi-
dent of Global Learning’s
board. According to the
chamber foundation web-
site, Carmichael currently
serves the foundation as
a“business development
consultant,” in which she
“provides expert advice to
companies and nonprofit
organizations on corpo-
rate strategy, marketing,
and public relations.”
Before that, the web-
site says, Carmichael
“served as the campaign
manager for Carrie Kelle-
her’s 1998 U.S. congres-
sional campaign in the

heart of Dallas, Texas,
where she recruited over
150 volunteers, managed
fund-raising activities, and
developed public relations
and media strategies,
among other duties.”
Hovenic was the
school’s first chairperson
and president. The chief
financial officer and trea-
surer was Peter Sibley, pro-
prietor of Edmin.com, a
vendor of educational soft-
ware to school districts
and a member of the cham-
ber’s education round-
table. The third member
of the board was Cox’s
Sandy Murphy, another
roundtable member, who
says she left shortly after
the start-up of the non-

profit corporation.

“T'was asked by Gin-
ger Hovenic to be on the
board,” Sibley said in an
interview last week. “I
think she was the founder
and executive director of
that. It was kind of her
brainchild”

The start-up was
financed by a federal “plan-
ning and implementation”
grant totaling $150,000,
funneled through the Cal-
ifornia Department of
Education and the San
Diego Unified School Dis-
trict. Though the cham-
ber of commerce said it
was sponsoring the school,
neither the group nor its
foundation appears to
have ever given it any

money.

In an August 29,2001,
letter to school district
attorney José Gonzales,
Hadfield presented the
school’s first financial
report. “Enclosed are the
financials for Global Learn-
ing @ Home Charter
School. The records
encompass the grant
period from October 2000
through June 2001. I have
instructed the account-
ing firm, Ocean Point
Financial, to forward
monthly reports to the
management team, which
will, in turn, submit them
to you for your files. In
addition, for your records,
please note that Global
Learning @ Home is not
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planning on opening until
Fall 20027

But, records show,
Global Learning officials
were not always prompt in
filing the financial docu-
ments required under state
law, and the records indi-
cate that the school dis-
trict was lax in monitor-
ing Global Learning’s
progress as well as its
expenditures. In a letter
received by the district on
February 19, 2002, then-

incoming director Hank
Harris promised to be
more timely in his account-
ing. “It is my under-
standing that you have
not received anything from
us since at least Novem-
ber 2001, and I wanted to
rectify that situation
immediately.

“Do know, however,
that between November
1, 2001, and January 1,
2002 (when I officially
came on board), the school

did not conduct any finan-
cial transactions. Finan-
cial operations resumed
at the beginning of January
2002, and I am enclosing
an expenditure report for
the month of January. I
will send you a February
report in the next few
weeks.”

While he was head of
the school, Harris also
billed it for food and other
expenditures, the records
show. For example, on

November 8, 2001, he
spent $37.14 for break-
fast with Diana Hadfield
at the Wyndham Plaza
Hotel’s grill. On Novem-
ber 15, 2001, he spent
$18.52 for breakfast with
Sherree Dannee at Mimi’s
Café. He also billed the
school $18 for “cell phone
+ shipping and handling.”

By January 2001,
$3000 of electronic hard-
ware had also been pur-
chased. The inventory

included a compact disc
writer ($1037), a Sony dig-
ital camera ($644.99), and
a digital scanner ($213.88).
According to a note on
the inventory document,
“Equipment purchased
with grant funds should
have a label or other iden-
tifier clearly marked on it
that identifies the items
as having been purchased
with federal grant funds.
The label should provide
an identifier that clearly
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ties the item to the equip-
ment inventory list of pur-
chased items.”

The record shows that
Hovenic and others were
repeatedly reimbursed from
school funds for food, travel,
and hotel stays. In April
2001, for instance, she col-
lected $43 in “mileage/park-
ing.” In January 2001,
according to the docu-
ments, she was paid $174
for “Travel & Hotel.” Under
the category of “Food &
Entertainment,” she is
shown receiving a total of
$191 for January 2001 and
$265.28 for April 2001.

Many other expendi-
tures made by Global
Learning during the same
period are listed only as
payments to credit cards.
During the period between
October 2000 and July
2001, the records show,
Global Learning spent
$3948.78 for “Travel and
Hotel.” Of that, Hovenic
was listed as receiving a
total of $198; Diane Had-
field, $402; Eden Steele,
$775.86; and Cynthia
Finelli, $149.56. Two-thou-
sand six-hundred twenty-
two dollars and forty-one
cents was listed only as
being paid to four credit
card companies.

In the nine months
between October 2000
and July 2001, Hadfield
collected a total of $10,000
in “Professional Fees” from
Global Learning — $5000
on December 13, 2000,
and the same amount
again on February 15,
2001. The 2000 tax return
of the chamber of com-
merce foundation lists
Hadfield as receiving
$60,000 for “consulting”
services.

Allegra Printing was
paid $2395.24. Eastridge
Group, a temporary
employment provider, was
paid $6156. The San Diego
Chamber of Commerce
Foundation itself received
a total of $2800, as “cost
of administration.”

One company, whose
proprietor says he never
performed services for
Global Learning, also
shows up as receiving pay-
ment from the school.
RMD Communications
of Escondido was paid



$1507.50. Dick Daniels,
RMD’s proprietor, was
executive director of com-
munications and com-
munity relations for the
San Diego Unified School
District between 1997 and
1999. Before and after that,
his clients have included
the chamber of commerce,
for which he conducted
seminars for chamber-
endorsed school-board
candidates on how to deal
with the media.

According to Daniels,
he did no work for Global
Learning, other than to
briefly serve as an unpaid
member of its board of
directors. “I didn’t work for
Global Learning,” he said
in a telephone interview
last week. Asked why his
company was listed on
financial documents the
school submitted to the
district as a vendor to
Global Learning, Daniels
responded, “I wouldn’t be
able to explain it. They
were not a client.” He said
his records showed he had
invoiced the chamber of
commerce’s Business
Roundtable for Educa-
tion, not Global Learn-
ing, for $1507.50 in
December 2000. “That
was for work I did for the
Business Roundtable, not
Global Learning.”

Rod Tompkins, who
is listed as receiving
$3083.33 from Global
Learning on the same date
as the payment to RMD,
has also been a consultant
to the Business Roundtable
for Education since the
early 1990s. Tompkins,
former chief administra-
tive officer of the now-
defunct Great American
Bank, a victim of the sav-
ings-and-loan scandals of
the 1980s, is listed on the
roundtable’s website as a
consultant to its charter-
school consortium.

The chamber foun-
dation’s 2000 tax return
lists Tompkins as having
received a total of $23,686
in fees that year for “Con-
sulting” According to Peter
Sibley, who served on
Global Learning’s found-
ing board and was its cor-
porate secretary, Tomp-
kins also was retained by
the school to help wrap

up its business prior to
dissolution.

Another person of
interest, said by several of
those interviewed to be
close to much of Global
Learning’s activities, is
Cynthia Finelli. Accord-
ing to the partial finan-

cial records, Finelli received
$149.56 from the school
for “Travel & Hotel”
expenses and $12 for
“mileage and parking” on
April 19, 2001. She was
also paid $84.98 for “Print-
ing & Publications” on
March 7,2001, the records

show.

A news release dated
in March 2002 says Finelli,
who is listed as a current
member of the business
roundtable, linked up with
Global Learning early in
its short history. “Cindy
Finelli, vice president of

Generation Next Educa-
tion, and education tech-
nology expert Diana Had-
field are founders and
advisors.”

According to a state-
ment on its website, Finelli’s
company, La Jolla—based
Generation Next Educa-

tion, “is a 21st-century
educational consulting
corporation” specializing
in “online curricula and
content. This interactive
method of presenting cur-
riculum empowers teach-
ers, learners, and parents,
provides relevant and
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innovative educational
opportunities, and enriches
the learning experience.

“Online courses are
integrated into existing
curricula or designed to
run as an independent
program within a course
of study. GNE also offers
grant writing and research
guidance for each educa-
tional institution to locate
and secure funding from
external sources in both the
private and government
sectors.”

The statement goes
on to say that “GNE is a
proud sponsor of the
Global Learning Charter
School, an innovative
tuition-free charter school
in San Diego” and fea-

tures a link to Global
Learning’s website, which
as of last week was not
functioning.

Both Peter Sibley,
Global Learning’s board
secretary, and Hank Har-
ris, the school’s last direc-
tor, say that it was their
understanding that Finelli
and Generation Next
(which records show is
run by Daryle Coleman,
said to be a close associ-
ate of Finelli’s) were to
provide educational soft-
ware and related services
to the school. “There had
been some sort of agree-
ment that they would be
the primary vendor,” recalls
Harris. “They were a start-
up. They got into the pic-

ture because they had been
involved in the founding
of the school prior to my
coming aboard.”

Said Sibley, “There
was a recommendation
and approval of the board
of a firm based out of La
Jolla, Generation Next. I
think there was ongoing
work with the executive
director and a demon-
stration of some of the
work that was completed.
I don’t know whether it
was completed or not. I
don’t recollect what the
final deliverables were. I
would be fairly certain
payment of some kind
was to go to them at some
time.”

Contacted by phone,

Finelli declined to respond
to specific questions about
herself or her company
and its role with the school,
saying she would instead
reply with a written state-
ment. “Generation Next
Education volunteered
services to assist Global
Learning @ Home dur-
ing development,” she said
in a subsequent e-mail.
“Generation Next Edu-
cation did not receive any
payment for these ser-
vices. No one from Gen-
eration Next Education
served on the Board of
Directors for Global Learn-
ing @ Home. Generation
Next Education was donat-
ing time and creativity to
improve education in San

Diego.” She failed to
respond to follow-up
requests for further com-
ment sent to her e-mail
address.

According to records
from January 2001, Global
Learning had by that time
spent $17,761 on “Con-
sultancy and Technical
Fees” A document titled
“Interim Evaluation Form
(Grant Cycle — January
2001)” says that the school’s
“underlying technical core
is 75 percent complete.
System integration design
work is ongoing. Inde-
pendent study matrix is
in final-draft form and the
complementary eCourse-
ware has been completed
for Grade 8. Content mod-

ules are in process. Initial
parent module, network-
ing, collaboration, and
communication compo-
nents are in place.”

Fifteen thousand dol-
lars was budgeted for “mar-
keting materials,” includ-
ingalogo. “A school logo
has been developed to use
in print and online mate-
rials.  Informational
brochures have been
designed, and an initial
print order has been
placed. Community out-
reach has begun, and
fundraising events are in
progress.

“Fees to date include:
Public Portal Content
Developer, $2000; Tech
Academy/Tech Training
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Courseware, $15,000; and
Technical Consultant,
$761.”

Sibley and Harris say
they don’t know who
received those fees or what
material had been devel-
oped as a result. Neither
does Bobbi Deporter, pres-
ident of Learning Forum,
Inc., an Oceanside-based
consulting firm, which,
according to a statement
on its website, “trains
educators in Quantum
Learning methods; and
works with major com-
panies to shift training
environments and cor-
porate culture.” Deporter
says she was asked by
Hovenic and Hadfield to
join the board of Global
Learning. She became
the school’s treasurer.

“I was on there only
a short time. It was only
a matter of months that I
was involved,” Deporter
said in a recent interview.
“I’'m active in the busi-
ness roundtable at the
chamber, and I knew Gin-
ger and Diana and they
asked me to join that
board.”

Asked about Daniels’s
statements that he had
done no work for Global
Learning, and whether
there might have been an
exchange of funds between
the chamber foundation
accounts and those of the
school, Deporter replied,
“I would not have full
knowledge of whether
there was commingling
of funds. I did not sign
the checks. It was a short
period of time, and 'm
up in North County”

Asked whether she
recalled authorizing issuance
of checks, Deporter
responded, “It’s quite a while
ago, so I feel uncomfort-
able talking about it right
now. I don’t remember. My
mind’s on something else,
and you are pressing me.”
She said she would exam-
ine her records later and
call back to clarify, but she
had not done so by deadline.

In any case, Hank
Harris says, he never
received any of the
promised computerized
curriculum material. And
that was the primary rea-
son he decided he had no

choice but to quit. “I was
hired the prior October
and was doing some pro
bono work for them for a
while. By then, there was
not a lot of money in the
coffers, so I didn’t get paid
until January. In mid-
March I tendered my
resignation.

“It had been going on
two or three years,” Har-
ris recalls, noting that he
had suspicions, but no
specifics, about how
money had been unwisely
spent in the past. “Pretty
soon it became obvious
they didn’t have a chance
and no software, so I pulled
the plug”

In March of 2002,
according to an internal
communication, the dis-
trict learned that Global
Learning @ Home was
officially defunct and
would never open. All
the taxpayers had to show
for their $125,000 invest-
ment in the venture,
according to the records,
was a tiny cache of used
electronic equipment. “I
just had a conversation
with Ginger Hovenic,
and she has informed
me that the Global Learn-
ing @ Home Charter will
not open at all,” wrote
district employee Patri-
cia Trandal in a March
25,2002, e-mail to higher-
ups, including Kerry
Flanagan, assistant to dis-
trict chief of staff Terry
Smith.

“She will be notify-
ing the state that remain-
ing funding in the des-
immination [sic] will not
be used,” added Trandal.
“She has four pieces of
equipment that the char-
ter purchased that she
would like to transfer to
another charter. They
include a scanner, fax, dig-
ital camera, and...she could
not remember the fourth
piece, but it was not a com-
puter. We both feel Cortez
Hill would use the equip-
ment and would like to
transfer it there. What
paperwork do we need to
complete to make this
transfer? She will be happy
to drop it off at Cortex
[sic] Hill once the correct
paperwork is done.” m

— Matt Potter
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Lousy birthdays

SUPERFICIAL
PROFITS

SHE FAILED three times that number. Isn’t it the rule that you should
expect half as many people as you invite to come? [ would’ve set-
TO REALIZE tled for 4.5 people at my party.
After waiting, and calling people who'd said they’d come, we
THE DIF- went on with the party. Two of the people were kids I ate lunch
with — “Ellen” and “David” — and then there was a girl from
FERENCES drama, who T’ll call “Melissa.” Melissa knew who the others were,
and they knew who she was, but that was the extent of their asso-
BETWEEN A ciation. Sometimes, combining people from different cliques
works well; sometimes it doesn’t. This time, it didn’t.
“GROWN- I have a pool in my back yard, although it’s always cold. So
we tried swimming but gave up. And, my bathing suit was too
UP” PARTY small. This was especially bad, considering that it was a triangle

AND opportunities.
TEENAGE

PARTY.

late syrup. “What just happened?”

NEVER MISS A CALL!

I don’t remember how many I invited, but it was around

n t my 14th birthday party, three people showed up. Three.

top, meant to be exposing. I covered up with a towel at all

We tried playing some games. I'd learned a game that
involved dipping marshmallows in chocolate syrup and dropping
them into the mouth of a partner who was lying down covered
with a towel. So, we tried that. I was just getting warmed up,
throwing marshmallows at Melissa, when I heard a yelp from
David. I looked down and saw that his face was covered in choco-

Ellen looked flustered. “Oh, 'm sorry — I thought you were

supposed to try to get the syrup in your partner’s mouth!” We
cleaned him up as well as we could, but he still had a little choco-

Y% % TRIPLE AWARD WINNER & % %

late in his ears that we couldn’t remove.
That game ended soon thereafter, as did
the party.

It just wasn’t fun. I mean, I guess it
could’ve been worse. Nothing exploded,
and the cake was pretty good. But we
were all bored and uncomfortable. Since
then, I don’t do birthday parties. I go out
for dinner or movies or do something
with my family and friends.

— Mariah MacCarthy,
Clairemont H.S.

he worst birthday I ever had was
T during my freshman year of high
school. All my life I had known

the same people because I'd attended a
private school from kindergarten to
eighth grade. For high school, I went to
a public school, where the fend-for-
yourself environment hit me hard.
Especially because I felt everyone at my
school knew each other, I knew I had to
stand out. I wanted to be popular, so I
tried to throw a big 15th birthday party.

I got a DJ from my school — a cool
upperclassman — and I invited mostly
upperclassmen since they were the peo-
ple I hung out with that year (some-
thing I prided myself on). I ordered
tons of food, and since we were going to
have dancing in my garage, I criss-
crossed ballooned streamers above the
dance floor. I also created two different
flyer designs and distributed them
everywhere on campus. On the big day,
some friends came early and helped me
set up, and inside my house I had a buf-
fet with all of my favorite foods and
foods I knew everyone would enjoy. I
ordered a huge cake and called up cer-
tain people to make sure they were

coming.

Finally, the time for the party to
start rolled around, night fell upon my
little house, and for two hours nobody
came! I felt like a loser, and the few peo-
ple who were there tried to comfort me.
The D] was late, and I started to panic
because even if people arrived, my
entertainment was absent! Eventually
the DJ appeared, and it seemed the
whole party appeared with him. He
started spinning his music and I became
relieved that the floor was flooded with
people.

I didn’t know if they were there for
me, for my DJ, or for the food. This
insecurity overwhelmed me, and it was
hard to bear. At the cake-cutting cere-
mony, half the people there learned my
name when they looked at the cake.
They counted the candles and realized I
was only 15. I felt embarrassed. What
was I doing? I realized that I did not fit
in with these people.

As the party closed, I made lots of
new friends, and the party did serve its
purpose of inducting me into the soci-
ety I had coveted all year long, but I
hated how much I had neglected the
real me, had traded myself in for super-
ficial profits. I resolved that, in the
future, I would throw parties not to
prove anything to myself but to have a
good time. Ever since, my parties have
been much smaller but much better.

— Marcel Reyes,
University City H.S.
graduate, 2002

y birthday is on January 11.
MFor those of you with birth-
days in the golden months
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SPANISH

Can you transport all your equipment
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(March through
November), you
wouldn’t know how
much pain a January
birthday causes. It
comes during the “retail
Death Valley days,”
when no merchandise is
available, and the only
party supplies are sad
streamers and icicles left
over from Christmas.
Every birthday is a
crummy birthday.

The most despon-
dent I've ever been in
this annual crater of
despair had to be four
years ago, when nobody
in my family remem-
bered it. I think my par-
ents were trying to
stretch the Christmas
gift-giving season to
cover the day I was
hatched. But it
shouldn’t have been that
way — not even a
crumb from Betty
Crocker appeared on
our table that night. The
Christmas tree (that
nobody had bothered to
take down) stood in
mockery of my most
important day. The tele-
vision blared with
Home Shopping Net-
work’s Richard Sim-
mons, Denise Austin,
Suzanne Somers, and
other gurus of medieval
torture masquerading as
fitness instructors. I
searched the house for a
ribbon or wrapping that
wasn’t red and green,
but there was none to be
found. The nearest
thing I could find to
candle wax was my
mother’s hair removers.
No cards...

At nine o’clock that
night, I reminded every-
one that there was an
important occasion that
they hadn’t remem-
bered. No one cared; in
fact, they tried to make
up excuses. My mom
said that there was a
blizzard and they were
too snow-bound to go
out (in San Diego?),
while my dad stuck to
the ole chestnut of
denying my existence
completely (too much
eggnog for him!). Even
my sister said she was
too broke to cough up a
present, having already

they returned merchan-
dise to the stores. So,
about two months later,
on March 15,1 got some
new socks, underwear,
and a naked Barbie that
my sister tried to pawn
off as “Nudist Colony
Barbie,” because she had
already snitched her
clothes. Birthdays? Bah,
humbug!

— Stephanie Feldstein,

Bonita Vista H.S.

y worst birth-
M day would
have to be my

15th, and I was a sopho-
more in high school.
Call it intuition or plain
old teen paranoia, but
from the moment I
woke up I had a feeling
that things were going
to go wrong.

That morning,
before school started, I
walked up to my friends
expecting to be greeted
with a birthday saluta-
tion. However, when I
got there, nobody said
one word to me regard-
ing my birthday. They
all instead talked about
how fun or horrible
their weekend was. Even
my best friend had for-
gotten that it was my
birthday, which is what
probably made me feel
the worst. And then the
bell rang and I walked
off feeling rejected.

My first class of the
morning was the worst
(and, as I would find
out, the worst would get
worse). It was marching
band, and I hated every
moment of it. [ only
stayed in it as long as |
did because my parents
insisted that I would
“learn to love it”...but
that’s another story.
That morning, like
every other morning, I
had to march on a
cruddy field that always
stained my pants with
grass while a large-bel-
lied man sat at the top
of the bleachers and
yelled at us through a
megaphone. After prac-
tice, the band and I
went back to the band
room to put away our
instruments. After
putting my flute away,
while walking back to
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ankle injuries spawned
from softball playing.
Every time I stepped the
wrong way, [ would
sprain the ankle, and
this time was no differ-
ent. I had indeed fallen
and could not get up.
And all the while I was
thinking, “I just made a
fool out of myself in
front of the entire
marching band.” All the
people I hated and many
of the people that I
wanted to impress were
there in the room and
saw every moment of it.
As much as I tried to
laugh it off, I could not
because of the pain. My
eyes began to well with
tears and then the tears
fell. They called the
nurse to bring a

wheelchair in to take me
to the office, where my
mother picked me up
and took me home. 1
spent the rest of the day
stuck on the couch,
unable to move.
— Yen Nguyen,
Junipero Serra H.S.

1994, one year since

I’ve seen my
grandpa. My tenth
birthday is coming up
soon, on October 3, but
on October 1 we get a
phone call late at night
from the Philippines...
my grandpa has died of
a heart attack. As much
as I wanted to be there
for his funeral, there
was no way I could have
been because of my

I t’s September of

immigration status.

Almost a year later,
in August of 1995, on
my grandpa’s birthday, I
was not thinking about
him all day. That night,
my family and I had
rented a few movies.
After eating dinner, I
went to my room to fix
a few things before
watching the videos we
rented. Suddenly, I
heard a voice calling me.
I thought it was my dad
calling me. When I went
into my parents’ room
to see what my dad
wanted, he said he
hadn’t called me.

When I fell asleep
that night [ had a dream
about my relatives in the
Philippines visiting us
here in the U.S. While

my cousins ran off to go
to the park, they left me
behind in front of my
house. Our next-door
neighbor’s garage was
open, and inside was my
grandpa, sitting on a
lawn chair. He stood
and asked me to go with
him to this white, glow-
ing door. [ started to
walk toward him, to go
with him, then, my
youngest cousin
appeared and gave me a
hug. Next thing I knew,
my grandpa was gone.
After experiencing that,
I have never wanted to
celebrate my birthday. If
I celebrate it, I feel like
I'm celebrating my
grandpa’s death.

— Alecsis Ducusin,

Morse H.S.

s a child, you often
know what to do
or your birthday

party. When you are 6,
you go to Chuck E.
Cheese. When you are 11,
you go miniature golfing.
However, when the time
came to plan a 14th
birthday party, problems
arose.

Everyone dreams of
turning 14 because 14
signifies that you have
advanced and matured
from the first “teen” year,
13. At 14, you are in high
school and have a chance
to associate with those
who are 15, the sopho-
mores; those that are 16,
the driver’s-licensed
juniors; and those that
are 17, the college-bound
seniors. So, the 14th

birthday has to be special
because, at that age, repu-
tations are made that
stick to you like glue
throughout the rest of
your high school career.

I have a summer
birthday, making matters
difficult because almost
everyone is gone on vaca-
tion. I was too busy to
plan my 14th birthday
party. Therefore, I left the
task in the hands of my
mother, as I had so confi-
dently done for the past
13 years. Turned out that
my mother forgot — and
understandably so — that
it is the 21st Century and
that in the 21st Century,
teenagers have parties
with their friends and
friends only. My mother
had invited my friends
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and their families. All of a
sudden, I was bound by
the necessity of proper
etiquette, as were my
friends. My mother is a
wonderful party planner,
but at the time, she failed
to realize the differences
between a “grown-up”
party and teenage party.

My friends and I sat
on the couch and turned
on the TV. We sat there
the whole night, flipping
through channels and
talking about boring top-
ics, which had to be G-
rated for the adult audi-
ence. While I was sitting
there, bored out of my
mind, my parents were
having a wonderful time,
“hanging out” with their
friends. I am glad that
someone had a good
time.

— Sirisha Prathipati,

Torrey Pines H.S.

y worst birth-
Mday was my
second. I

remember my parents
cleaning the house before
the guests were to arrive.
The vacuum stood silent
in the living room. By
some inclination, I went
to the living room and
approached the vacuum.
I began to inspect it.
turned it on. As it roared,
I'lowered its handle to the
ground and viewed the
workings on the under-
side of the machine. I
could not help but touch
the beating brushes.

The pain is the only
thing I don’t recall. Soon
my parents, led by my
wailing, entered and saw
the vacuum and me. I
was rushed to the hospi-
tal. No bones were bro-
ken. My hand was fine.
With a bandage wrapped
around my left hand and
forearm, I went back to
my birthday party, look-
ing like a Civil War vet-
eran. While the party was
alive, I was bashful. So,
when it came time to
open the presents, I was
not as excited as my twin
brother. After opening his
gifts and seeing me
attempt to unwrap pre-
sents, he came to my aid.
The gifts were wonderful.
All the toys a little kid
would want. Unfortu-
nately, I couldn’t play
with them due to my
hand.

— Matthew de Lira,
Point Loma H.S.m
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Cynthia

Q: How old are you?

A:Tm 27.

Q: How long have you been plus-
sized?

A: Oh, I'd say from high school on.
Q: Could you tell me your height?
A:Tm5'1"

Q: And your weight?

A: Roughly 300 pounds. 'm guess-
ing — I don’t know for sure,
because it’s been a long time since
I’ve been weighed.

Q: Did anything special happen in
high school that started the gain?
A: No, basically I have been strug-
gling with my weight all my life.
I was home a lot. I don’t know if
that has anything to do with it. I
did go places and stuff. It’s just
the way I am, I guess.

Q: Did it happen slowly?

A: Yeah, because when I was in
junior high school, I wasn’t as big.
It started gradually as I grew older.
This is the biggest I've been. And
I had a son two years ago. Before
that T had been on a diet. Ilost 45
pounds. I got off the diet when I
found out I was pregnant. After
had my son is when I started gain-
ing more weight.

Q: How much would you say you
weighed right when you found
out you were pregnant?

A: Tt was maybe 235, I think. I was
on a diet from TJ. They would
give me a B-12 shot, I would get
pills, and we would have to take

vitamins. We couldn’t eat any fried
foods, no red meat — just chicken,
fish, and fruits and vegetables.
And we had to exercise: walk and
do aerobics. I did my aerobics
when I woke up, in the middle of
the day, and then before I went to
bed. So that helped me a lot.

Q: So was that like Weight Watchers?
A: It was, sort of. I know over here
it would be a lot more. I paid about
$35 or $45 each time I went. They
were charging us for the medica-
tion and the program at the same
time. Each time we went, we would
get measurements. Sometimes, we
would lose weight, and then other
times we would just lose inches.
Q: You gained muscle and lost fat.
A: That was the only time in my

Cynthia

life that I’d ever lost weight, and
that was with pills and with the shot
that they gave me.

Q: Do you happen to know what
the pills were?

A: T think they were fat-burner
pills. Some of them that they gave
us for a while, I couldn’t go to bed
when I took those. And I did get
hot flashes at the same time. It
was hard.

Q: Was your weight just going up,
or did it ever go way up and down?
A:It’s always been going up. Always
up. And it doesn’t help that I cook
a lot too. I have to cook for my
family, so it’s hard. I have three
sisters, and I've even been bigger
than my older sister. Everybody
else has been kind of...you know,

they gain weight and everything,
but I've always weighed more than
her. I thought I was going to lose
weight and then keep it off, but
when I found out I was pregnant,
you know, I stopped doing the
diet and stuff.

Q: Oh, yeah, you wouldn’t want
to hurt the baby.

A:Yeah. Actually, a couple months
before that I had stopped going
because of the expenses of going
down there and stuff, and paying
for the medicine and stuff. I guess
I got kind of lazy, but I still had
medication and stuff — we’d still
lose weight — but to me it didn’t
seem like it. The first time some-
body told me that I lost weight
was when — I work for the school;
I serve kids lunch. We had, like, a
two-month period that we don’t
go to work, and that summer I
had been on the diet, and when I
came back, everybody told me
that I had lost weight.

Q: So you were not heavy in high
school?

A: Yes. I was just kind of chunky.
Q: Were you heavy enough that
the kids teased you?

A:Tdon’t know. Maybe it’s because
there were kids that did tease me,
but I ignored it. In grade school
they teased me. I was chubby in
grade school. I could fit in the
desk and everything. I mean, I
didn’t pay too much attention to
that. I didn’t get really teased like
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Free home care kit ($39.50 value)
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World Spa
10% off day spa packages
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Free gift box ($150 value)

Batteries Plus
10% off auto/truck batteries

@ Bicycle Warehouse
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Black Mountain Bicycles
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to where I would cry or
something. But now when
I'm walking I see people
laughing at me. I just go
about my business. It
doesn’t hurt me now, but
when I was little it did.
Q: What'’s the worst recent
incident of someone...?
A:It’s a while ago. Some guy
honked, and he said, “Are
you hungry?” or some-
thing. I was standing at
the bus stop, and he made
a comment to me. I just
told him to shut up, but
that was about maybe a
month ago.

Q: How does your boyfriend
feel about your weight?
A: He doesn’t mind,
because he’s a heavy guy.
He’s six foot and he
weighs — probably less
than I do, but he’s still a big
guy. Funny you say that. I
met him when I had just
went on the diet, and he
didn’t care, ’cause I wasn’t
this big, but I was still big.
I told him I would like for
both of us to lose weight
so that we can grow and be
healthy and see our son
grow up.

Q: Has he ever tried to lose
weight?

A: Him? No.

Q: Do you think your
weight affects your sex life?
A: For me, no. When I was
thinner, it was kind of bet-
ter, but it doesn’t stop me,
even in any other thing I
do. There was a little

girl...we were in a fast-
food place. We had taken
my son to a McDonald’s
down here, and a little girl
told her mom, “How come
she’s fat?” — you know
how little kids are: they
just blurt stuff out—and
her mom goes, “Get over
here and come tell her

% Security Cameras ¢,

[ We specialize in professional WEB accessible CCTY systems )

=

Denise

you’re sorry!” I told her,
“No, that’s okay, it’s not
her fault.” You know,
because 'm the way I am.
Kids are just noticing stuff,
you know. If she’d been
an older kid, maybe, but
you know, that was when
it clicked in my head that
I need to lose weight.

I don’t like to go to
restaurants and eat unless
I have a chair — I don’t
like to sit in a booth,
because I don’t really fit.
I won’t go in, and my
boyfriend gets mad at me.
Q: Say, if there’s a booth,
you would have to put a
chair at the end of the
booth?

A:Yeah.If I won’t fit, then
I won’t sit there. My
boyfriend, you know, he
gets mad at me, and he
tells me, “Who cares what
other people think!” but I
told him I don’t want to get
stuck and be embarrassed.
Q: Have you ever been
stuck?

A: No, ’cause I won’t
attempt it.

Q: Have you ever sat down
on anything and had it
break?

A: [Laughing.] Yes. A cou-
ple of weeks ago on my
niece’s birthday we were
singing happy birthday to
my niece, and I sat on one
of those garden chairs and
I broke it. My mom got
mad. But generally I use
my own judgment. If it

doesn’t look sturdy, I won’t
attempt to sit on it.

Q: How about airplanes?
A:'ve never flown. Actu-
ally, ’'m afraid.

Q: Movie theaters?

A: We go to the movies,
but it’s been a while. I have
to sit in the front, and I
have to be near a bath-
room. Now that ’'m heavy
like this, I have to go to a
bathroom a lot. I know it
has to do with my size.
Q: Have you had any health
problems because of your
weight?

A: Not any major ones.
I'm asthmatic, and it tends
to be worse because 'm
heavy. I didn’t have to use
my inhalers before; now I
do. If I walk up a hill or
something, I get out of
breath and I have to stop
sometimes. I try not to
stop until I get up the hill.
[ walk everywhere. As much
as I walk, I should be
skinny. We don’t have a
car. So my mom walks as
well. She’s heavy too. I
cook, and how I eat. I know
deep inside I could lose
weight, but sometimes I
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don’t want to ’cause I'm
scared that my attitude is
going to change. 'm scared
to lose people over it,
because sometimes peo-
ple don’t like it if you
change. Maybe 'm scared
to try anything new.

Q: Does your weight pro-
tect you?

A: Maybe!

Q: Because I've had a cou-
ple of the people I've inter-
viewed say that the weight
helped them not to feel
like a sex toy — like peo-
ple are just looking and
whistling at them.

A: You know, when I had
lost some weight, guys
would look at me, and I
felt uncomfortable. And
now nobody looks at me,
and I just do what I have
to do. I felt weird ’cause I
never got any kind of atten-
tion before. Another thing
is,] am eating more because
my father passed away two
years ago, and after that, I
was depressed.

Q: You said something
about losing people. You
were afraid to lose people.
A: Yes, I'm afraid to lose

my boyfriend. T had mood
swings when I did lose
weight. T think maybe it
was the pills. I don’t know.
Now, like in the morning,
I get grumpy sometimes,
but that’s the way I am.
But before, I would get
mood swings, like one
moment I would be happy
and the next moment I'd
be angry at something.
Q: Kind of like when peo-
ple say they can’t stop smok-
ing ’cause they’ll lose their
job, ’cause they’ll get all
mean!

A:Yes! But, like, I don’t go
to too many places. I like
to stay in the house, and my
boyfriend gets kind of mad.
He wants to go out more
and stuff.

Q: So could you go on this
way forever?

A:Well, actually, I want to
lose weight. My sister is
getting married in Septem-
ber. That way I could fit
into a nice dress. We took
pictures during Christ-
mastime, and I hadn’t been
photographed in a while,
and when I saw myself, I
kind of got discouraged.

The only time I look at
myself in the mirror is
when [ am putting makeup
on my face and doing my
hair. I know I could never

Hank

be real, real thin. I know
it’s going to take a lot of
work, but 'm determined
to do it!

Q: Does food feel like a

friend?

A: Sometimes, if 'm angry.
Yeah, if ’'m angry at some-
thing, sometimes I'll eat,
but not overwhelmingly to
where I would get sick or
something.

Q: What’s your favorite
“angry” food?

A: Potato chips!

Q: Oh! Not ice cream?

A: No, I don’t like a lot of
sweet stuff. It’s the potato
chips!

Q: What advice would you
give to other people in your
situation?

A: To not be, like, depressed,
or to just go about your
business. To not let any-
body discourage you,
because being big is not a
handicap. You can do what
you've got to do, and you
can have the same things a
thinner person has. I have
a son, I have a boyfriend,
and [ have everything that
I want, and I'm a large
woman. I'd tell them to
keep their heads up and
not to get discouraged.
Sometimes you have to

ignore what people say, you
know. That’s what I think.

Anna

Q: What is your height?
A:Tm 572",

Q: And your weight?

A: T weigh 240.

Q: Have you been heavy
all your life?

A:Tstarted in high school,
gaining weight. Other than
that, I was always just a lit-
tle chubbette.

Q: So prior to high
school...?

A:Just a little chubby kid.
Not fat, just chubby.

Q: And did anything spe-
cial happen in high school
that inspired that change?
A: No, nothing different
happened. I had a very nor-
mal, happy, loving child-
hood. I think that my entire
life I was always chubby.
My mother and father had
a little bit more control of
what I would eat, and my
entire life I remember
always feeling hungry. Just
hungry. So as they lost a
little bit more of their con-
trol and I gained more of
my control, I would eat! I
have been on a diet for 52
years. There’s never been a
day when I have not been
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on a diet. In fact, I always
thought “Diet” was my
name!

Q: What is your diet?

A: Right now, I'm totally off
sugar. This is the new diet.
I'm not having any sugar,
so I eat pretty much like a
normal person except 'm
not eating sugar. Is it help-
ing? No! I wish it was, but
I don’t know, I believe that
weight is predispositioned,
as well as what the type of
person you’re going to be:
what your personality is,
what your intelligence is,
your height, the color of
your eyes. You can gain
some control of some of
these things, but it’s a very
hard battle.

Q: So if one is predisposed
to their height, weight,and
size, then genetics has some-
thing to do with it?

A:My brothers and I, we're
all the same height, they’re
all the same size, the same
hair color, the same eye
color, and we're all fat!
Q: Do your brothers have
that feeling of being
hungry?

A:Tdon’t know. We never

really talked about this a
lot. And I can’t believe 'm
sitting here talking to you
about this, because weight
has always been a very per-
sonal issue. We talk a lot
about things, my brothers
and I, but we’ve never really
discussed why we are all
fat.
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Q: Are your parents heavy?
A: My mother was. My dad
is a diabetic. He stayson a
very strict diet. He has never
had a weight problem, but
my mom struggled her
entire life.

Q: And your grandmother?
A: My grandmother was
just a little chubbette. She
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Mary Ellen

was the cutest little thing
that you could ever look
at, but she was fat!

Q: Did you ever have any
trouble in high school with
people making fun of you?
A: No, I wasn’t that fat in
high school. In high school,
I can remember [ went on
adiet and I lost 25 pounds
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in my junior year. I always
struggled. I waged a war
against my weight! Every
single day, it was just “You
can’t eat, you can’t eat, you
can’t eat!” In those days,
was a lot more active. I did
lots of things. There was a
real core group of our
friends, and sometimes we
did a lot. And that helped!
As we all know, input-out-
put. But unfortunately in
my case, if I would eat an
apple and they would eat
two tacos, they wouldn’t
gain the weight. I would
eat the apple and I'd gain
a pound.

Q: Have you tried any other
diets?

A: Oh, I have been on every
diet that’s in existence. I
went on the Diet Center
diet, and I'lost 70 pounds.
That’s a diet where you eat
less than 500 calories a day.
You're thin, and you don’t
understand how little 500
calories a day is.

Q: Well, 'm eating 2100
calories now; 2700 keeps me
level, and 2100 just slowly
loses the weight. I have a
trainer as well.

A:You see, I guess I find that
strange, because why would
you want to lose any weight?
That’s not weight! That’s
just age. You should exer-
cise. Ask a fat person and
they will tell you they could
be the best personal trainer
to anyone. If some nor-
mal-sized person said, “I
want to lose ten pounds,”
the fat person could tell
you how to do it. But can
they do that for themselves?
I don’t think so. I'm not
making an excuse here.
Five hundred calories a
day, I did that for seven
months! It’s nothing! How
fast did it come back on?
In no time.

My mom passed away
two years ago, and it’s been
a struggle for all of us,
because we loved her dearly.
So I did gain some weight
after that, because I didn’t
do anything. You know, I
just stayed in the house
and mourned. So now 'm
back to my regular “Hey,
come on, let’s go!” attitude.
We are a very active fam-
ily. We get up and go, and
that’s my recommenda-
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tion for anybody who is
fat. Don’t stay home. Get
out and enjoy life!

My daughter wears
sleeveless shirts, and I’'m
saying, “Oh, my God, you
can’t wear something
sleeveless. Your arms are
too big!” You see, that’s my
generational thing, and so
I'm so thrilled for her that
she does that, even though
I could never wear
sleeveless.

Q: Has your weight ever
affected your health?

A: Oh, I think all over-
weight people have issues
with health. We all know
that if you are fat, you tend
to have high blood pres-
sure and you can get dia-
betes, or your heart can
become enlarged. I have
high blood pressure.

Q: Do you take medication?
A:Tdon’t take medication.
Don’t let my doctor hear
that part. 'm just trying
to do some more exercise,
and exercise will help high
blood pressure. But then,
I know you're predisposi-
tioned to that. As thin as
my dad is, he has high blood
pressure.

Q: Does food feel like a
friend?

A: Oh, food is a nice friend,
a kind friend...a good
friend. Food is a good thing.
Food is not negative, and
food should never be neg-
ative. But you can’t use it
as a crutch. You know, like
if you’re mad, then you
should say, “I'm angry!”
instead of saying, “Oh, well,
I'm really angry, so I'm
going to have that Host-
ess cupcake.” I don’t do
that! Weight’s a war! It is!
It’s just a war. Some days,
I feel like a burlap bag in
a chiffon world! [Laughs.]
“What clothes am I going
to find today? Oh, well, I
have that burlap bag back
there. Okay, get it out!”
Q: Do you have more than
one set of clothes? You
know, the thin clothes...?
A: Oh, I have clothes that
are 20 pounds lighter. But
clothes have never been
my thing, other than to
make sure that I'm always
dressed appropriately. So
I don’t buy a lot of clothes,
but in my earlier years they
were so hard to find in my
size. That’s probably why
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I have never made clothes
my thing. But now I'm
really happy that they have
come out with really won-
derful fashions for fat peo-
ple. Kmart and Target really
do a good job, lately, and
just lately! Because they
hadn’t before at all. When
they first came on, it was
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just terrible. But I'm happy
that it’s getting easier to
find the same styles that
thin people wear, only in
fat-people sizes.

Q: So this ease of getting
plus sizes in regular stores
is a recent thing?

A: Oh, yeah. I mean, we’d
always look like we were
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wearing clothes for 80-year-
olds. Sometimes I would
just buy maternity tops.
You know, the smock kind.
I'm a child of the ’60s, and
so, heck, that would
work — that and a pair of
jeans. After I had my first
child, then it just got impos-
sible. I just could not seem
to get back down to a rea-
sonable weight, so I just
wore my maternity clothes.
Q: Well, you already had
some.

A: Um-huh!

Q: Then you continued to
shop at the maternity store?
A:Twould look around to
see what they had, and
sometimes they would have
something. You didn’t have
alot of clothes in the early
’70s, in the *80s. There were
not a lot of clothes for fat
people to buy, and they
were absolutely horren-
dous! I mean, in the ’70s
and ’80s, I was 20 and 30,

and they were horrendous.
I don’t think anybody really
knows how really awful the
clothes were.

Q: I can think of a couple
of outfits that I saw, but I
never thought about it.
A:Yeah, now these young
girls, they are lucky. I mean,
they have really attractive
fashions that they can wear.
It’s nice. You know, it’s nice
to go shopping at Robin-
sons-May. The problem is
that if you don’t have
money, you can’t shop at
Robinsons-May or Macy’s,
and so, 'm happy to see
that Kmart and Target are
finally coming online with
some more attractive
clothes for the young girls
and then more age-appro-
priate clothing for myself.
Q: Weight prejudice appears
to be the last acceptable
prejudice.

A: Absolutely true! Have
you ever heard anybody

say, “A big skinny liar!”?
No, everything is “You're a
big fatliar!” Does anybody
ever say, “Oh, you skinny
liar, you!” “You're just a fat
slob!” Well, aren’t some
people who are thin “thin
slobs™?

Q: “A fathead!”

A: Yeah, do you ever hear
anybody just go, “You
skinny liar, you” ... “You
skinny slob, you!” I just
want to hear that one time.
[Laughs.] Just one time! I
don’t want that word to be
negative. I want it to be a
descriptive word. “Large,”
“huge,”“big” — that’s okay!
Not negative, not dirty, not
obscene, not gross. “Fat”
means large.

Q: You know, I never
thought about that. I mean,
a liar has nothing to do
with weight.

A: Yeah, right! “Slob” has
nothing to do with weight.
You walk into my house,
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you could eat off of my
floors, they are so clean.
Q: Did you see the movie
Shallow Hal?

A: No, I did not! I heard
aboutit,and what I heard
about it probably stopped
me from going to see it.
Trust me, ’'m not an activist;
I’'m not a fat-person’s
activist. I just...I’'m not
cruel; ’'m not mean-spir-
ited, and I heard that it was
pretty mean-spirited.

Q: Actually, in the end, it
becomes a pro-diversity
movie. [ can’t say anything
else, because if you do see
it, you'll see. It’s interesting.
A:Tmean, do those things
really happen in real life?
I heard, like, they step on
this thing and this person
goes flying. I think that
overweight people or fat
people really worry about
preconceptions of other
people, so I think that they
go out of their way to kind
of shrink a little bit when
they walk around.

Q: Well, for instance, air-
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lines charge for two seats,
past a certain point.

A: Right! And I mean, I
don’t have a problem with
that, because they could
sell that other seat to some-
body, so I don’t find a prob-
lem with that at all.

Q: So you've never had any
trouble breaking anything?
A: No, no. I'm cautious.
Q: Do you feel that your size
gives you power?

A: No. I think that’s more
personality-driven than
weight-driven.

Q: Are there any advan-
tages to being heavy?

A: No, none, zero!

Q: Does your husband have

any feelings...?
A:Never! But, and you can
put this in there, he’s excep-
tional! We’ve been mar-
ried 32 years. I had just
turned 20 when we got
married. And I hadn’t
reached my full bloom, but
I was not real thin either.
Of course, we have known
each other since I was 14,
so he’s seen all the differ-
ent shapes and sizes. I've
been on a diet my whole
entire life. I mean, there
were years when I would
lose 50 pounds in a year.
Of course, most of my
friends are thin. Jessie, that
you met back there, I've

known her for 25 years.
We were friends before I
brought her to come here
to work. I've worked here
16 years, and she’s worked
here 14 now. Her size has
never changed! I think that
most perceptions of fat
people is, like, when they
get in trouble, they go to
the “white psychiatrist.”
You know, they open up
that door, and they just
start shopping in there!
Well, you know, I'm not
so sure that’s so true with
everyone. 'm not sure that
we go to the refrigerator
for everything. I think that
if you don’t stay in 100 per-

RESEARCH STUDIES

cent control, that that pre-
dispositioning just takes
over, and if you are not in
control 100 percent all the
time, your “real” person
comes up! And I really
believe that! And maybe
that’s how I had to think
about it to be okay with it.
Q: So your “real” person
is lurking, and then you
relax your control and your
“real” person walks out.
A: Yeah!

Q: You have been here for
16 years. Has weight ever
played a part in your find-
ing employment? Have you
been turned down because
of it?

A:Thear that happens, and
maybe that’s why 've stayed
here for 16 years, because
I find real comfort here.
[Laughs.] T only live two
miles from here, and I work
with my best friend. So
there are trade-offs! T must
say that I was terrified to
come and apply for this
job, because of my weight.
That other company that
I'worked for ceased to exist
so T had to look for another
job.

Q: Did you start that other
job lighter and then get
heavy?

A: T may have been 20
pounds lighter.

Q: No big difference. So
then you had experience
getting a job that you liked
while you were heavy.

A: Right! But I was wor-
ried. I needed to get a job,
and I knew I was over-
weight, and I was worried
about how I would be
perceived.

Q: Well, there’s a tendency
to believe that if someone
is overweight that they are
going to be messy or unable
to control themselves.
A:1don’t know where that
idea came from. Does the
general public think that we
all just wallow around and
have our candy wrappers
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