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We welcome letters pertaining
to the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to the
Editor, Box 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; fax them to
619-231-0489; or e-mail them to
letters@SanDiegoReader.com
via the Internet. Please include
your name, address, and
telephone number. Letters may
be edited for length and clarity.

Forget Moores

I am aware that a person’s
morals and ethics should be
beyond reproach, but re your
continual updates (attacks?)
on citizen John Moores, it has
become self-serving — pre-
sumably to attract attention. I
do not know the man, but your
most recent half-column
(“City Lights,” February 7) on
his actions (or lack of) merits
some criticism.

Nowhere in the article —
other than Mr. Weber’s failure
to disclose (which does not
seem a monumental crime in
itself) — is there any evidence
of wrongdoing by anyone. I
am not defending actions by
errant elected officials, but
surely they have a right to invest
in opportunities that are pre-
sented to them if there is no
conflict of interest. As regards
to Ms. Stallings, that is now
old news and deserves no fur-
ther comment. As our esteemed
president said, “Let’s roll!” (on).

Les Land

Shepherd Missed
Debut

I know Duncan Shepherd’s re-
views stimulate strong reac-
tions, which rightly translate
into job security for any media
personality. But I've always felt
Mr. Shepherd writes what he
believes and I respect him for
that.

Unfortunately, he just mis-
sed a chance to walk his talk of
supporting quality indepen-
dent films over the usual ma-
jor studio pap backed by major
ad budgets.

The Debut probably would
have garnered but one star
from Mr. Shepherd because it
deals with the universal themes
of family: love, shame, multi-
generational father-son con-
flict, and hard-won under-
standing. It also happens to be
entertaining, tightly plotted,
and moving.

But because Mr. Shepherd
neglected or chose not to re-
view it, the film’s run in San
Diego will probably end this
Thursday.

The Debut deserved far
better.

Ken Carter
Del Mar

More Than

Star Wars

What is Duncan Shepherd try-
ing to say about John Williams
in his review of Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone? I feel

that linking “special effects”
and “event” films with movies
scored by John Williams re-
duces the work of the five-time
Oscar winner and former
Boston Pops Esplanade Or-
chestra conductor to a single
dimension. There’s more to
him than Star Wars. Duncan
Shepherd may be an articu-
late and knowledgeable film
reviewer, but I think he could
learn something about film
scores by reading Film Score
Monthly or Reel Music maga-
zines.

Thomas P. Dougherty

Who Speaks For

Parents?

Thank you for your most re-
vealing cover story by Matt
Potter in the February 7 issue:
“Stealth Candidate.” However,
there is one aspect of this whole
San Diego Unified school board
election campaign that needs
further illumination: Where
do city school parents fit in
this whole maze of power pol-
itics run amuck?

The conventional wisdom
that the Union-Tribune, the
Chamber of Commerce, and
the electronic media would like
the public to buy into is that
this whole San Diego Unified
controversy is a “battle royal”
between the teachers’ union
and the pro-Bersin forces. Yet,
that’s simply not the case. The
actual fact is that this contro-
versy is about children and
families versus the overwhelm-
ing power of big government
to inflict its will on those over
whom it has jurisdiction and
control. David versus Goliath.
The stakes in the upcoming
school board races are really
about whether parents (on be-
half of their children) will be
allowed to be heard. With the
current administration, only
parents who say the right thing
are allowed to be heard.

Case in point: The local press
stood by and said nothing in
January while Mr. Bersin and
his team of lawyers and tax-
payer-supported staff surgi-
cally expunged District Advi-
sory Council parents who
dared challenge the redirection
of Title I monies to fund the
so-called Blueprint for Success.
Yet these volunteer parents
were attempting to overcome
what SDSU professor Vahac
Mardirosian stated this week:
“Too few low-income minor-
ity students, especially those
from Latino families, attend
four-year colleges.” And why is
that happening? One of the
reasons is that in three years, the
current administration in city
schools has “redirected” $220
million from its 96 compen-
satory education schools to
support this board’s so-called
Blueprint — the one parents
of this city totally rejected, yet
was shoved down their throats.
In other words, Mr. Bersin’s
cornerstone program is being
financed on the backs of the
poor, the disadvantaged, and
the disenfranchised “minority
kids.” What makes the situa-
tion worse is that these so-

continued on page 63
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CITY LIGHTS

An archive of City Lights stories can be searched on the Internet at
www.SanDiegoReader.com

Krishna conscience The Washington Postis report-
ing that 12 of nearly 50 Hare Krishna temples in the United
States, including one in San Diego, are set to file for Chapter 11
bankruptcy this month due to a $400 million lawsuit alleging
child abuse at the sect’s boarding schools. Ninety-one former
students at the now-defunct schools are claiming they were sex-
ually, physically, and emotionally abused at Krishna schools in
Southern California, West Virginia, and the state of Washing-
ton, the paper reports. Anuttama Dasa, director of communi-
cations for the International Society for Krishna Consciousness,
told the paper that the case “threatens to shut down an entire
religion. We've acknowledged in the past that there was abuse at
some of the schools, but we don’t believe that innocent members
today and our temples should be threatened with closure be-
cause of actions by some deviants from the teachings of our
movement 20, 30 years ago.” The suit, filed in Texas, names 30 in-
dividuals and 19 Krishna-related corporations ... Meanwhile, up
in Oregon, San Diego attorney Tom May, a partner at down-
town’s Luce, Forward, Hamilton, & Scripps, has come to the de-
fense of a wilderness school for troubled teenagers that is under
fire by the state for allegedly mistreating its students. Last week
an Oregon judge slapped a temporary restraining order against
the Obsidian Schools Wilderness Program after state investiga-
tors claimed that counselors didn’t provide adequate care for
four students with infections, frostbite, and a ruptured appendix,
reports the Seattle Times. The Oregon Department of Justice has
also lodged a racketeering complaint against the school, alleg-
ing criminal negligence in the death of a student in 2000. May’s
daughter, who attends the school, was cited by the state as a stu-
dent whose finger had turned green after an untreated infection.
He told the paper that the charges were overblown. “Her finger
wasn’t green,” May was quoted as saying. “You know what it was?
An ingrown fingernail.” May added that the judge’s order to
move the students out of their forest snow camp and back to
the school’s headquarters in Bend “has essentially halted a treat-
ment program for my daughter. This action is not in the best
interest of the children and, in fact, is detrimental to them.” May
also was quoted as saying that rugged living conditions at the
camp are a legitimate part of the school’s regime. “Adversity is im-
portant. You don’t grow muscles in weight-training without
moving weight.”

Glitter gulch san Diego’s own Monsignor “Father Joe”
Carroll has eked out a 4-3 vote of the Las Vegas City Council to
proceed with his MASH Village homeless
shelter in the city of high rollers, reports the
Las Vegas Review-Journal. The council voted
over the objections of Vegas mayor and at-
torney-to-the mob Oscar Goodman to give
Carroll’s group ownership of a ten-acre par-
cel north of downtown. “We knew it would be
close,” Carroll said after the vote. A year ago,
B after an earlier proposal was rejected, Carroll
Father Joe Carroll 5aid he had been “treated like dirt” by Good-
man, a longtime Carroll foe. Last week’s action means that Car-
roll has five years to raise at least $3.5 million to build his new
homeless center or the land reverts back to the city. He assured
the council that a new board of directors made up of Vegas lo-
cals would cure the project’s persistent fundraising difficulties.

Undisclosed San Diego location with con-
gressional midterm election season approaching, a parade of
fundraising politicians is expected here. First comes Demo-
cratic senator Joe Lieberman, who parachutes into town next
week for a high-dollar fundraiser on behalf of his personal po-
litical action committee. Next in line is Vice President Dick
Cheney, who has emerged from his underground warren to
come to California for a $2500-a-head fundraiser for the
Richard Nixon presidential library in Yorba Linda, Nixon’s
birthplace. After that, he heads down the road for San Diego,
to attend an as yet “unspecified” fundraising event, reports the
Orange County Register ... Mayor Dick Murphy is scheduled
to be briefed today by his blue-ribbon committee on city fi-
nances and a tentative public airing of the committee’s report
at the city council Rules Committee is set for February 27, re-
ports committee chairman Joe Craver.

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published in this col-
umn. Call our voice mail at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax
your tip to 619-235-3096.

Cops Question

Database

By Ernie Grimm

n November, superior court judge William
Nevitt denied a coalition of seven San Diego
County police officers associations — plus

an association of district at-
torney researchers — access
to a database that they
claimed the Public Defender’s
Office was compiling on in-
dividual police officers and
sheriff’s deputies. The coali-
tion, represented by attorney
Everett Bobbitt, a former El
Cajon police lieutenant,
brought the suit after a period
of negotiations following the
December 2000 announce-
ment by public defender
Steven Carroll that his office
was embarking on the project.

Bobbitt begins the story.

Bill Farrar

“[Our concern] started with
the public defender’s office
targeting for complaints a San
Diego police officer who was
making a lot of arrests of ine-
briates downtown. They were
actually going around to
courtrooms to people who
were not represented by coun-
sel who were arrested by this
officer and getting them to
generate complaints against
him.”

“I think officially the pub-
lic defender’s office will deny
it,” adds Bill Farrar, president
of the San Diego Police Offi-

Steven Carroll

William Nevitt

cers Association, “but we have
evidence that individual at-
torneys that work for the pub-
lic defender are out soliciting
complaints against officers.
I’'m not going to name the of-
ficers, but one immediately
comes to mind. He’s an ener-
getic officer who makes a lot
of arrests, and some of the
people he arrested became
clients of the PDO [public de-
fender’s office] . But in the
case 'm thinking of, the de-
fendant wasn’t even a client of
the public defender’s office. A
deputy public defender was in
the courtroom and recog-
nized that an officer they
think they have trouble with
had made this arrest. So he
approached the defendant
and asked if he’d be willing to
file a complaint against the of-
ficer. I mean, he was soliciting
complaints! And he did it on
more than one occasion with
more than one person. That’s
the kind of thing that troubles

NI3TX 301 A8 SHdVYDOLOHd
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San Diego police officers

Everett Bobbitt

us. They’re just looking for
something they can use.”

Carroll does not deny that
one of his deputies, Dan Tan-
don, spoke to a defendant he
wasn't representing outside of
a courtroom. But he offers a
different version of the story.
“There was an incident of one
of my deputies being in court
and overhearing a defendant
talking about being... I think it
was an allegation that the of-
ficer had beaten the defen-
dant. That’s been turned into
our soliciting somebody to
complain”

And Carroll does not be-
lieve Tandon’s actions were in-
appropriate “because what he
was observing was something
that was occurring in a public
environment and a public fo-
rum. It would be wrong for
him to simply ignore what he
saw.”

The San Diego Police Of-
ficers Association was still up-

continued on page 6
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Cheese Biz

By Ernie Grimm

ules Wesselink’s cheese operation,
Winchester Cheese Company, couldn’t
have been smaller when it started. “I went to

Holland in 1995, says the
Dutch immigrant, “for the
50th anniversary of our lib-
eration from Germany. My
relatives over there have a
cheese farm with their own
cows. They make gouda
cheese, and that is where I
learned to make cheese. I
brought home a cheese-mak-
ing kit to make two little

wheels of cheese. I made the
two little wheels of cheese
and gave some to friends to
taste it. They said, ‘Wow, if
you make more, we’ll buy it
from you. That’s how it all
got started.”

Since the cheese kit, he’s
used an ice chest, then a 60-
gallon stainless steel tank,
then 250- and 600-gallon

tanks. “Now we have a 1250-
gallon tank,” Wesselink says.
The business began to
take off when Wesselink
started selling his cheese at
farmers markets around Los
Angeles and San Diego. “We
went to Hillcrest on Sunday,
Ocean Beach on Wednesday,
Escondido on Tuesday, and
other farmers markets
around San Diego,” he says.
“When we went to the farm-
ers markets, a lot of people
started tasting it, and they’re
liking it. Then they contact
us. And we’ve entered con-
tests and won gold ribbons
and first places with our
cheese. Now we’re in all the
Henry’s markets and Jimbo’s
in Escondido and Del Mar.
We ship to Beverly Hills
Cheese Store, to Murray’s
Cheese Store in New York,
Gramercy Tavern Restaurant
in New York, Cambara’s
Restaurant in Salt Lake City,
and Bailey’s Wine Country
Cafe in Temecula.”
Winchester won seven
gold medals at the 2001 Los
Angeles County Fair and will
be featured in an interna-
tional cheese show in Milan,
Italy, in late September.
Saveur, the gourmet maga-
zine, did a feature on them in
their May—June 2001 issue.
From 1951, when he
came to the United States,
until his trip back to Holland
in 1995, Wesselink was a
dairy farmer. The first two
years he worked for other
people. Then he opened his
own farm in Artesia, moved
it to Chino, and then to
Winchester, eight miles north
of Temecula, in 1978. Sixty-
four years old at the time of
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Cows at adjoining dairy

CITY LIGHTS

his trip back “to the old
country;” he figured he would
work the dairy a few more
years before retiring. Now, he
has sold that dairy and con-
centrates on his cheese —
gouda of various ages, some
with flavors added.

Because he buys his milk
from the dairy the cheese
plant adjoins, Wesselink’s
gouda is considered “farm-
stead,” a designation signify-
ing that the cheese is made
on the same farm that the
cows who provided the milk
live on. Of eight farmstead
cheese makers in California,
Winchester is the only one
south of Visalia.

Winchester Cheese Com-
pany’s label shows Holstein
cows nibbling long grass in
the shadow of wooden wind-
mills. That’s a nod to Wes-
selink’s — and gouda’s —
Dutch heritage. The only
thing his Winchester location

has in common with the la-
bel is the black-and-white
Holsteins. The cheese plant
consists of six refrigerated
semi trailers, still on the
wheels, clustered together be-
tween the dairy’s milking
barn and the modular build-
ing that houses the office and
cheese store. An enclosed
metal ramp leads from the
office into one of the trailers.
Wesselink starts a tour of the
operation right there.

“You have to wear a hair
net,” he says, pulling one
from a box sitting on a desk
otherwise covered with bro-
ken-down cardboard boxes.
“This is our packaging room,
where we do all our mail or-
ders around the United
States. Jack, who works on
this end and in the store,
packages everything in the
afternoon and it goes out
UPS. During transportation,
the cheese does not have to

David Thomas

be refrigerated on account of
the aging process. That saves
us a lot of money.”

A door on one end of the
packaging room opens to the
enclosed ramp, which leads
into one of the semi-trailers.
Down the whole length of
the trailer, six-foot stainless
steel racks bearing creamy
yellow wheels of cheese line
both walls, leaving a narrow
passage in the middle. “This
is the aging room here,” Wes-
selink explains, “where it’s be-
ing aged to perfection. We
have a mild, which is two
months old; we have a
medium, which is three
months old; we have a sharp,
which is six months old; and
we have a super aged that’s
over a year old. We have very
little of that in here. Then we
have the cumin, with the
cumin seeds in it, jalapefo,
and the garden herb. These

continued on page 14
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Question
database

continued from page 4

on a systematic approach of
collecting data, personal
data, on officers so that they
would have ammunition to
attack them in court. They
were going to cull divorce
records, civil service records,
or any other sources that

set over the incident when,
Bobbitt says, “We then
learned that the public de-
fender was going to embark

s
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might be out there that
might have information.”
Bobbitt met with Carroll
shortly after the project was
announced and explained his
concerns about it. “I told him,
the collection of this kind of
information is quite danger-
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ous for the reason that once
it’s collected, it starts aging.
And we don’t know the accu-
racy of it to begin with. There
might be an allegation in a di-
vorce file that says, My hus-
band abused me’ The adjudi-
cation might have found out
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CITY LIGHTS

that it’s not true, but the file
doesn’t have the complete
story. It might only have the
allegation.”

“I've been involved in a
couple of lawsuits that had ab-
solutely nothing to do with

continued on page 8
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Sign up for a new service line with #1Premier Wireless Service and get a $100 bonus credit” and $40 cash-back coupon.”

o Free Car Kits « Free Holsters ¢ Free Double Stand-up Chargers ¢ Free Extra Lithium-ion Batteries
————————— COUPON | o o o o o o o

Now Open to the Public i ACCESSORY 1

Jecass | WIRELESS LIQUIDATION :$ BLOWOUT! !

40 Cash Back** CENTER - ' >

$ as aC (100 yards west of main store) 1 NOKIA 3390 OR 8290 OR 5190 1

FREE Digital Phone' 3749 Sports Arena Blvd. (only) I COLORED FACEPLATES $10 |

Digital phones $10-$50. 1 fé‘\grﬁgﬁ‘\gxglg g}g 1

FREE Car ChaIgEI No activation required. Bulk : HANDS-FREE SYSTEMS $10 :

FREE Leather Case prices available to dealers. I HOLSTERS $10 I

FREE Hands-Free b o o o e COUPON == o ot e e 4

"Requires 1-year service

PR PREMIER WIRELESS SERVICE
3681 Sports Arena Boulevard ¢ 619.221.8111 Espaniol

(directly across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records)

*Requires credit approval and a one-time activation fee on the primary line of $36. A minimum one-year service contract is required with a $150 early-termination penalty. Trade-in phones will
receive a $100.00 credit towards accessories such as car kits, double stand-up chargers, lithium-ion batteries and swivel phone holsters. **$40 Cash Back paid by Ericsson Corporation with
activation of a free Ericsson 2218 digital phone in the form of a check upon submittal. We reserve the right to limit trade-ins to one per account.

2 200T ‘¥ A1eNn1qa] Loppay 0Sa1 ues



8 San Diego Reader February 14, 2002

CITY LIGHTS

Question
database

continued from page 8

my job as a police officer;” Far-
rar adds. “T had to sue my ex-
stepfather, when my mother
died, over the issue of inheri-
tance. That had nothing to do
with being a cop. But there are
court records on it. We were
angry at each other at the
time. If somebody went and
interviewed him, he would
probably tell them what an
SOB I am. What does that
have to do with my job as a
cop?”

“And the greater concern,’
Bobbitt continues, “is the col-
lection by a government
agency — and they are a gov-
ernment agency — of per-

sonal data of that nature. If it
were the prosecutor or the at-
torney general collecting in-
formation on some group,
people would say, ‘That’s hor-
rible. That’s indefensible’ The
government collecting data
on people is improper. There’s
been a lot of case law that says
unnecessary collection of per-
sonal data on citizens by gov-
ernment agencies is unlawful.
And the California constitu-
tion, Article 1, Section 1,
specifically mentions privacy.”

Also, Bobbitt and police
officers associations were wor-
ried about the public defender
using the database to circum-
vent normal legal procedure
governing the introduction of
police personnel files into tri-
als. “In California,” Bobbitt

CITY LIGHTS

says, “if you want to look into
an officer’s personnel file, you
file what’s called a Pitchess
motion. It’s an appropriate
way to find out, with a judge’s
supervision, whether there’s
relevant material in a file. Let’s
say an officer arrests some-
body and charges the guy with
resisting arrest, but there’s a
belief that this officer is really
the aggressor. The defense can
file a Pitchess motion. Then,
a judge must first look at the
personnel file. He knows what
the legal issue is, and he comes
out and announces, ‘I found
the following relevant infor-
mation, which will be turned
over to the defense. And then
they normally issue a protec-
tive order that it should only
be used for that case, and then

CITY LIGHTS

it must be returned to the
prosecutor. Well, Steve Carroll
has taken a much broader ap-
proach. What he wants to do
is to be able to share any in-
formation on an officer in his
data bank from one case to
the other”

Bobbitt admits that any
evidence that the public de-
fender wanted to introduce in
a particular case would have
to be allowed by the presiding
judge. “But if I'm the public
defender,” he complains, “I
just can pull it out of my brief-
case and ask the question, the
prosecutor objects, and the
judge might go to sidebar and
say, ‘Mr. Bobbitt, ’'m going to
sustain that objection’ But the
question was asked and, even
though there was no answer,

CITY LIGHTS

the jury is wondering what
the answer might have been.
There’s where the damage is.
I've seen that tactic used by a
lot of attorneys. I frequently
ask questions knowing that
someone’s going to object to
it, and the judge might rule
against me. But I ask the ques-
tion anyway. You can’t unring
the bell, as they say. It hurts
the credibility of the witness.
And I'm concerned it will
harm careers. Police chiefs will
say, Look, every time that guy
goes to court he gets asked
embarrassing questions. It
would be easier to put him in
a desk assignment where he
can’t be out there’ But you
don’t get promoted in law en-
forcement unless you're do-
ing law enforcement.”

Bill Pettingill, the senior
deputy county counsel who
represented the public de-
fender in the case, responds
that that situation isn’t likely.
“That’s the way it happens on
TV. In practice, it doesn’t re-
ally work that way, because
there’s not a public defender
out there who would want to
incur that wrath of the judge
for trying to back-door some
inadmissible evidence.” Pet-
tingill laughs. “In my 12 years
of experience, I've seen
lawyers try to back-door evi-
dence in and the judge sanc-
tion them and berate them in
front of people. In practice, it
isn’t going to happen. A
lawyer doesn’t want to jeop-
ardize his or her own case by

continued on page 12

Save 50%

On Installation,
As Low As $24.95!

Order Road Runner Today!
Call: (858) 695-3220

discoversandiego.com

TIME WARNER

CABLE

ROAD RUNNER
S L IGH SPEED ONLINE

HIGH SPEED ONLINE ™

the fun starts here!

Offer expires 2/28/02. Assisted installation is $24.95 and requires customer to complete the computer portion of the Road Runner installation. Hardware may be required. Full installation is $49.95. Monthly Road Runner fee is $44.95 for residential cable customers,
$49.95 for non-cable residential customers. Primary computer only. Cable modem rental fee included in monthly Road Runner fee. If you're not satisfied within the first 30 days, we'll refund the installation and first month charges. Time Warner Cable San Diego
and Coronado service areas only. Subject to applicable taxes and fees. Restrictions may apply. Call for details. LOONEY TUNES, characters, names and all related indicia are trademarks of Warner Bros. © 2002. J.D. Power and Associates 2001 Syndicated
Internet Service Provider Residential Customer Satisfaction Study™. Study conducted among the national and regional ISPs and based on 8,700 responses. www.jdpower.com
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619-235-8200

Bankruptcy Fast

Former creditors’ firm attorney now available to
guide debtors safely through the bankruptcy process.
Low fees. Phone consultations. Same day electronic
filing available. Call now before the bankruptcy

laws change. David W. Wiese, Esq. 760-944-0841.

Beads! Beads! Beads!
Oskadusa—858-755-BEAD (2323).
Austr. Crystals-vintage glass-rubberstamps-classes.

Drunk Driving?

Felonies, drugs, theft, warrants. 619-683-9311.
Free consult. 24 hours. Visa/MC.

Lisa K. Baughman, Former Prosecutor.

Want To Learn Astrology?
The best class—guaranteed. We begin March 4th.
619-299-2897. www.thecadentcross.com.

Bridal Bazaar
California's #1 Bridal Show

Sunday, April 21, 2002 at the
Del Mar Fairgrounds, 10am-4pm.
Visit bridalbazaar.com for
information and coupons.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Massage Bg Yvonne!
[o]

She will relax your body and mind!

SD #1 masseuse (Lic-93004782). 7 days. 619-260-1950.

Stop Sexual Harassment
Personal Injury
Wrongful Termination
Job Discrimination
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

If work has become intolerable, we can help you
fight back! Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Debt Consolidation
Save $1000s on Interest!

1 low monthly payment!
619-325-7150. www.atlantic-credit.com.

Sexual Harassment
Wrongful Termination
Job Discrimination
Clark and Associates
619-239-1321.

Take back your dignity.
Experienced, aggressive attorneys.

Golden Road Credit

Credit and debt services. The only
licensed and bonded credit repair
agency in California. 619-521-2900.

Bankruptcy From $175

Lowest rates guaranteed.

File now before law changes.

Stop lawsuits, garnishments and harassment.

Free attorney consult. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Tax Returns $55 And Up!
Free E-file Fed and State! Fast refund! CPA.
Call Rose, 858-279-4474, or www.taxrefundpro.com.

Car Accident? Work Injury?
San Diego, CA. Free report reveals your rights.
Before you settle your case or speak with anyone,
listen to the toll- free 24- hour recorded message.
Call toll free: 1-800-842-6103. Call now!

Bankruptcy-Low As $250
Stop Creditor Harrassment

www.AskAttorneyAl.com
Albert Gross, attorney.
Toll free: 888-FAIR-PRICE; 888-324-7774.

Cut Down Your Credit Card
Bills By Up To 60%

Become debt free. Local office. 1-866-DEBTDOWN.

The Right Stuff

Date fellow grads or faculty of Stanford, UCB,
Cal Tech, Claremont Colleges, the Ivies, and others.
800-988-5288. www.rightstuffdating.com.

San Diego's Injury Experts
Injured? Don't get screwed by insurance companies!
Get compensated! Auto accidents, personal injury.
Attorney Gary W. Rose, free consult. 619-276-7673.

Macintosh Consulting
Troubleshooting, lessons, Internet setup, networking
619-229-8099.

No-Down Homes In San Diego
Buy homes with little or zero down! Low payments!
Free recorded message, 1-877-244-2146 x102.

Don't Settle For Less

Serious injuries, consumer fraud, unpaid wages.
Free consultation/no fee until you collect.

The Law Offices of Barron E. Ramos.
858-259-LAW1 (5291).

Lewd Conduct Arrest?

Free private consultation. Law offices, 619-231-8874.

Bankruptcy Fast/Divorce

Low cost, easy payments, credit card
619-280-5444, 760-941-5654.
www.dueprocesslegal.com-attorney supervised.

Divorce $275!

Bankruptcy $125
We Come To You, 7 days, LDA #7. 619-390-5487.

Drowning In Debt?
Bankruptcy—fresh start.
Law Offices of Robert T. Pope, 619-233-3893.

Divorce University

Before you hire an attorney, know your rights!
Divorce class on support, custody and property
rights places you in charge. Call 619-291-4700.

Low-Cost Divorce $75+
#4 By mail/office/home anytime. 619-892-8306.

Learn To Dance Salsa!

Salsa Y Fuego offers group classes, private

lessons and professional performances/shows.
Contact us at 619-297-2311, www.salsayfuego.com.

Divorce?-Free Seminar
Family-law attorney Albert Gross and

Marriage Counselor Sheila Henry, Sunday, 2/24,
10am. 503 North Highway 101, Solana Beach.
888-EXSPOUSE; 888-397-7687; 858-450-1965.

Immigration/Deportation

Removal proceedings, family petitions, etc.

Same day appointments. 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

Need A Lawyer?

Traffic, DUI, misdemeanors, felonies.
Experienced former prosecutor. Affordable!
Free consultation. Douglas Fettel, 619-523-1361.

Divorce From $195

Marital settlement agreement, support,
TRO, and mediation services.
Lowest rates. 24 hours, 619-233-4415; 858-335-1162.

“Paid My Rent For 2 Years"
Wow, | got $8600 cash! More “Easy Cash" studies.
Private. 858-492-8750. www.ConfidentialReport.com.

Stop Sexual Harassment
Wrongful Termination
Job Discrimination
Morris and Associates
619-239-1300

If work has become intolerable, we can help you
fight back! Aggressive, experienced attorneys.
Morris@k-online.com. Se habla espanol.

Massage School

1000-hour Holistic Program. Academy of Health
Professions. New San Marcos satellite classroom.
Financial aid if qualified. Full body massage

$20/1 hour. SD Open house 3/6/02. Receive free gift
certificate. San Marcos clinic now open!

HHP-24699. 800-400-1005.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Payment Plans Available
619-291-9750, Ray Schimmel, Attorney, LL.M.

Divorce Mediation

Make the best of a bad situation!

Work out a settlement with your spouse or partner
rather than spending a fortune fighting in court.
See website: www.afairway.com.

A Fair Way Mediation Center. 619-702-9174.

Entrepreneur? Inventor?

Writer? Performer? Ideas?
Get your project off the ground or

take your project to the next level

at the Free Enterprise Forum (not MLM).
“Where Ideas Meet Capital and Experience.”
Dr. Richard Kaye, 619-261-8900.

Carpal Tunnel?

Call now for free report.

If you suffer from Carpal Tunnel Syndrome,
this report could change your life!

Call anytime, toll free, 1-866-269-8345.

Eliminate Credit Card Debt

Avoid bankruptcy. No loan needed.
Negotiation beats consolidation.
Consumer Business Services, 760-598-6202.

Is The IRS After You?

Help Is At www.mtax.com.
Or call Curtis McAllaster, CPA, 619-523-3098.

Get Legal Help Now!

$25/month. Top California attorneys. 800-470-6001.

Social Security
Disability/SSI. Free consultation
Attorney Ann Hadridge, 619-528-2214.

Need To Sell Your Home Now?
Quick solutions! Avoid foreclosure. Affordable.
Darrell Keliinoi, agent, 858-905-4442.

Chelation Therapy
www.longevityclinic.com; 858-550-1999.

D.U.l.?/Drugs?
Avoid Going To Court!

Law Offices of James Bickford, 619-224-3400. 24/7.

Divorce-Bankruptcy

Payment plans and mediation services available.
Results and experience matter. For results,

call Attorney Samuel S. Godkin at 619-544-6000.

Divorce/Family Law
Custody-support-visitation-property-alimony.
Specializing in no-court divorce. Free consult!
Attorney Karen Werve. Call 858-695-3928.

Worker's Comp
619-234-5567
Protect your rights! Free legal consultation.

IRS Problems Got You Down?

Let former IRS tax professional help.
Income tax and collection problems.
Tax return preparation.

Free consultation. Reasonable rates.
BJ Tax Consulting.

619-461-1881.

Car Accident Victims!

25% fee. Why pay more?
Demanski & Ellis, Attorneys at Law, 619-338-9880.

The (Best) Father's Group

Now free to join, attorney and Ph.D. help. Monthly
meetings. Info., custody/divorce help. 858-558-0700.

Eviction Problems?
Need more time to make back payments or move?
We can assist. Carrie, 858-689-2604; 323-751-3888.

Free HIV Testing
In The South Bay
San Ysidro Health Center

Oral test or blood draw available. Free
incentives Wednesdays and Fridays, 9am-4pm.
For information, 619-662-4161.

Frustrating Work Injury?

Not getting any better?

You do have options. Call now for free report,
“Secrets You Must Know If You've Been Injured At
Work!" Call anytime, toll free, 800-813-7792.

Bankruptcy Attorney
Free consultation, 619-464-4488.
More information online at www.tomlaw.com.

Shoulder Pain Or Stiffness
Unhappy with progress?

Call 858-279-4145 for a complimentary
evaluation with Dr. Jeffrey A. Ninberg, D.C.

Child Support/Divorce

Formerly with DA Child Support Bureau.
Free phone consultation. Reasonable rates.
Call Attorney Linda Cianciolo, 619-253-9312.

Medical Malpractice
Birth Injuries-HMO Cases
Clark and Associates
619-239-1321.

Knowledgeable, aggressive attorneys.

North County Attorney

Criminal defense and injury. Ty Carss, 760-806-4351.

Renowned Psychic
Professional. 20 years serving national clientele.
Discreet, accurate. Appointment, 858-554-1329.

Debt Consolidation-Save!
One Low Monthly Payment

Lower your payments. Save $1000's. Reduce fees.
Member BBB. Late bills OK. Call 619-243-1414.

I.R.S. Problems?

Owe back taxes? Haven't filed? Let an ex-IRS agent
fight for you! Call me! Visa/MC/AMEX.

Call Richard Blattman, 858-272-2629.

| Feel Good But |1 Could Feel

Better. Breakthrough your barriers and change your
life. Performance enhancement for careers,
athletics, individuals. Call PEAKS, 858-454-1143.

Wills/Trusts/Family Law

Affordable rates. Free phone consultation.
San Diego Legal Services, 619-702-5050.

Herpes-EverCLR
Stops Herpes outbreaks!

96% success rate.

Toll free: 1-877-EVERCLR.
www.stopmyoutbreaks.co.uk.

Bad Credit? No Credit?

No security deposit, major credit card. Start
rebuilding your credit with a CSA membership and
the opportunity to obtain easy- qualify major credit
card. Credit Solutions Association, 619-447-6569.

Debt Relief 619-234-3204

Free consultation. Scott A. Fleming, Attorney.

Work@Home!

www.Info33.com. Free E-book!

Personal Injury Attorney
Get maximum legal representation. Call Attorney
Marc D. Mabile at 619-702-2600 for a free consult.

Hondas From $500!

Police impounds. Listings, call 800-319-3323 x4113.

Hypnosis Equals Results!
Quit Smoking. 1 session. Patty, CCH. 858-459-1291.

Tax Problems Solved!
Low flat fees. We come to you. 858-454-9031.

Child Support/Custody

Need help? Free initial consultation. Payment plans.
Attorney Elizabeth Lewis, 619-523-9900.

Bankruptcy-$50 Starts

Stop Creditor Harassment!
Lowest attorney's fees. Payment options available.
619-574-0551-Free consultation. Call now.

Bankruptcy-$45 Starts!

Pay plans. Ray Schimmel, Attorney, 619-291-9750.

Drunk Driving

Photo tickets—-DMV--warrants.

Free consult. Walk-in 5-7. Visa/MC. mrdui.com.
Mr. DUI--Mr. Ticket, Attorney, 619-563-1010.

Cash Now For Cars
Buying all/top dollar paid/619-425-5577; 619-884-5540

Stop Pain Now!
Medical & Chiropractic Doctors Work As A Team.
Do you deserve both? Free consult. 858-622-9266.

Lower Your Mortgage
Interest Rate!

AmeriQuest is the leader in bill consolidation
and has the lowest rates in the market.

Call today toll free, 888-881-2891.

Ask for Carlos.

Bankruptcy 619-239-5779

Affordable! Fast filing. Susan B. Sweeney, Attorney.

Car Accident?
Call 858-4-LAWYER or 760-4-LAWYER.
Free consultation. Visit us at www.4-lawyer.com.

24 Hour HIV Results

(most cases). STD tests, GYN, Urology, supportive
acupuncture, herbs, nutrition, integrated medicine.
Appts: Progressive Health Services, 619-222-9904.

Put End To IRS Pain Now!

Free report could save you thousands! Call
1-800-869-4529 x312 (24 hours) for recorded message
and free report. Attorney Dave Greenberg,
858-467-9164, www .fixabletax.com.

Manic Depressive Study

Manic depressive (bipolar) disorder affects
millions. If you have severe mood swings, racing
thoughts, irritability, increased energy and/or poor
sleep, you may qualify for a medication research
study. Study-related medication and treatment are
provided at no cost. You will be compensated for
time and travel. Call 800-82-SHARP for info.

Immigration-Bankruptcy
Work/auto accidents. Divorce $500 and up.
Expungements. Law office. 619-299-4067.

Too Busy To Recruit?

Our team of professionals will build your downline
for you! You don't pay a penny for recruiting

until the job is complete! Pre-launch checks in

the thousands have already been paid!

Hear recorded details at 800-269-7927, code M262.

Same Day Bankruptcy
Free consult with experienced bankruptcy attorney.
858-335-1162; 619-233-4415.

Hypnosis-All Issues!
Smoking, Weight, Habits. Lori (CHT), 858-457-2100.

Websites From $399!

Websites, hosting, shopping carts, business cards,
logos. 619-226-2877 or www.killergraffix.com.

Stop IRS/State Cold!
Ex-IRS officer. Fee only $450 with $100 deposit.
858-614-0223. www.taxresolutionservices.com.

Fibromyalgia/Chronic Pain

An integrated approach to healing.

Medical, chiropractic, massage and acupuncture.
California Integrated Healing Center, 619-282-8181.

myfordsalesman.com
Pretty simple...huh?
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Plans Now With 150 More Peak Minutes™, Free 3500 Night & Weekend Minutes & Free Nationwide Long Distance
NOW - NO-TERM COMMITMENT AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW CINGULAR PLANS

(no annual contract required)**

FREE ACTIVATION ON FAMILYTALK LINES

UNLIMITED
FREE DOMESTIC
LONG DISTANCE*

3500
FREE NIGHTS
& WEEKENDS*

UNLIMITED
MOBILE-FO-MOBILE
BETWEEN FAML MEMBERS*

FAMILYTALK” SHARE PLAN - GET ONE, TWO, THREE OR

4 NOKIA 3390 PHONES™

4 INDIVIDUAI. PHONE NUMBERS! ONE CALLING PLAN!

e | * Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile™
'°°' "°”°“ Xcl NGUIAT | oex Messaging = E-mail, Mobile-fo-Mobile”

*
per month

for each additional line .w, | | |' ' D , '
OR|G|NA|_ ACCESSOR|ES AVAILABLE Ireiess interner + vd uConnec

FOR YOUR NEW PHONE: ¢ 1st Incoming Minute”

Travel Charger ° I.ong-l.ife Battery ° Holster 150 Additional Anytime Minutes”

e Leather Carrying Case ® Car Kit

e Portable Hands-Free Headset ® Double Stand-Up | ¢ Voice-Activated “Personal Assistant”"
Charger * Rapid Cigarettie Lighter Adapter

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ADDITIONAL 150 BONUS
9AM7PM 3681 SPORTS ARENA BLVD. - MNUT RiE

Unbeatable Deals! Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records

San Diego’s #1 Superstore: (619) 221-8111 ¢ (619) 299-4455

www.premierwirelessservice.com Se hable

important call

PLANS NOW WITH

GSM phone required. Wireless service is subject to credit approval. If your service is terminated before the end of a Service Commitment, you hereby agree to pay CINGULAR, in addition to the amounts owed, the termination charge of $150 per wireless phone on the account. Prices do
not include taxes, directory assistance, roaming, universal service fees or other exactions. Cingular Long Distance is required. International long distance rates apply. Airtime is billed in one-minute increments. Airtime expires at the end of each monthly billing period. Airtime incurred in
previous months may be included in current month’s bill. Charges for calls made while outside your local home coverage area may take longer to be processed, and billing for these calls may be delayed. Those minutes will be applied against your included monthly minutes in the month
in which the calls appear on your bill. Unanswered calls of thirty seconds or longer incur airtime. Last month’s charges are not prorated. Prices are subject to change. $36 Activation Fee per line. Customer must give 30 days notice of intent to terminate. Cingular does not guarantee
access to the network or service coverage in all places at all times. Terms applicable to promotional offers are detailed in the promotions piece. Nights are 9:00 pm to 7:00 am. Weekends are 9:00 pm Friday to 7:00 am Monday. Unlimited nationwide long distance at no additional charge
to anywhere in the U.S.; airtime not included. Toll charge may apply to incoming calls when roaming.

Once package minutes are depleted, voice calls placed within the Home Calling Area will be billed as shown on the rate plan chart. 3500 Night & Weekend Minutes promotion applies to Cingular Home plans with access of $29.99 and higher, for calls while in Cingular’s CA, NV, WA, ID
network.

A $36 activation fee applies to each line. Selected FamilyTalk options replace any existing promotional options on current line. FamilyTalk plans are limited to three additional lines and require account holder of primary number to be in good standing and liable for all monthly billings.
FamilyTalk plans are available only with Cingular Home Rate plans and include only package minutes included with primary number and are shared by the additional lines. Certain promotional features and offers are only available to the primary number, unless purchased separately. The
rate shown in your rate plan brochure applies to all minutes in excess of the included minutes. If the rate plan for the primary number is changed to an ineligible plan or the primary number is disconnected, one of the existing additional lines shall become the primary number on the rate
plan previously subscribed to by the former primary number. Family Mobile-to-Mobile calls only apply to local inbound and outbound calls between your FamilyTalk family members while in the Family Mobile-to-Mobile calling area. The Gingular Wireless Family Mobile-to-Mobile calling
area may not equal the Cingular Wireless Home Calling Area. Included long-distance is limited to calls within the 50 United States. Unlimited Family Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes and 3,500 Night & Weekend Minutes are for use while in Cingular’s CA. NV, WA, 1D network.

**FamilyTalk customers will receive free activation on all new secondary lines (up to 3 lines). A $36 activation fee will be required for the primary subscriber only. Call for pricing on the available add-on options. Now available: customers upon credit approval are eligible for the current
Cingular promational service offers and plan on a “no commitment” basis. The prices of the handsets are different for 1- and 2-year contract offers and are available at the store. Please call for availability and prices on all original Nokia, Motorola and Ericsson accessories.
150 bonus minutes available at no additional cost with any $39.99 and higher current Cingular Home rate plan on 1- or 2-year contract. Bonus minutes are not available on FamilyTalk or any expired rate plans.




Plans Now With 150 More Peak Minutes”, Free 3500 Night & Weekend Minutes & Free Nationwide Long Distance
NOW - NO-TERM COMMITMENT AVAILABLE ON ALL NEW CINGULAR PLANS

(no annal contract required)**

FREE AC'I'IVATION ON FAMILYTALK I.INES ¢ Nokia 8290
* Nokia 8390

* Motorola
\-Phone
and V-60

* Siemens 540

Call store for new
lower prices.

FAMII.YTAI.K"" SHARE PI.AN GET ONE TWO THREE OR

4 NOKIA 8290 PHONES™

4 INDIVIDUAI. PHONE NUMBERS! ONE CALLING PLAN!

JUST Authorized Agent of o 0 [] 0
* Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile

.,e, .. X cingular
for each additional line”

e her month' wineress | * Text Messaging = Esmail, Mobile-to-Mobile™
* Wireless Internet” + Data Connect”
ORIGINAL ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE T
FOR YOUR NEW PHONE: * 15t Incoming Minute
Travel Charger © Long-life Battery * Holster * 150 Additional Anytime Minutes™
e Leather Carrying Case ® Car Kit

e Portable Hands-Free Headset * Double Stand-Up | ¢ Voice-Adivated “Personal Assistant”"
Charger ¢ Rapid Cigarette Lighter Adapter

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
9 AM-7 PM 3681 SPORTS ARENA BLVD.

Unbeatable Deals! Across from the Sports Arena, next to Tower Records

San Diego’s #1 Superstore: (619) 221-8111 ¢« (619) 299-4455
www.premierwirelessservice.com Se habln

GSM phone required. Wireless service is subject to credit approval. If your service is terminated before the end of a Service Commitment, you hereby agree to pay CINGULAR, in addition to the amounts owed, the termination charge of $150 per wireless phone on the account. Prices do
not include taxes, directory assistance, roaming, universal service fees or other exactions. Cingular Long Distance is required. International long distance rates apply. Airtime is billed in one-minute increments. Airtime expires at the end of each monthly billing period. Airtime incurred in
previous months may be included in current month’s bill. Charges for calls made while outside your local home coverage area may take longer to be processed, and billing for these calls may be delayed. Those minutes will be applied against your included monthly minutes in the month
in which the calls appear on your bill. Unanswered calls of thirty seconds or longer incur airtime. Last month’s charges are not prorated. Prices are subject to change. $36 Activation Fee per line. Customer must give 30 days notice of intent to terminate. Cingular does not guarantee
access to the network or service coverage in all places at all times. Terms applicable to promotional offers are detailed in the promotions piece. Nights are 9:00 pm to 7:00 am. Weekends are 9:00 pm Friday to 7:00 am Monday. Unlimited nationwide long distance at no additional charge
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Once package minutes are depleted, voice calls placed within the Home Calling Area will be billed as shown on the rate plan chart. 3500 Night & Weekend Minutes promotion applies to Cingular Home plans with access of $29.99 and higher, for calls while in Cingular’s CA, NV, WA, ID
network.

A $36 activation fee applies to each line. Selected FamilyTalk options replace any existing promotional options on current line. FamilyTalk plans are limited to three additional lines and require account holder of primary number to be in good standing and liable for all monthly billings.
FamilyTalk plans are available only with Cingular Home Rate plans and include only package minutes included with primary number and are shared by the additional lines. Certain promaotional features and offers are only available to the primary number, unless purchased separately. The
rate shown in your rate plan brochure applies to all minutes in excess of the included minutes. If the rate plan for the primary number is changed to an ineligible plan or the primary number is disconnected, one of the existing additional lines shall become the primary number on the rate
plan previously subscribed to by the former primary number. Family Mobile-to-Mobile calls only apply to local inbound and outbound calls between your FamilyTalk family members while in the Family Mobile-to-Mobile calling area. The Cingular Wireless Family Mobile-to-Mobile calling
area may not equal the Cingular Wireless Home Calling Area. Included long-distance is limited to calls within the 50 United States. Unlimited Family Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes and 3,500 Night & Weekend Minutes are for use while in Cingular's CA. NV, WA, 1D network.

**FamilyTalk customers will receive free activation on all new secondary lings (up to 3 lings). A $36 activation fee will be required for the primary subscriber only. Call for pricing on the available add-on options. Now available: customers upon credit approval are eligible for the current
Cingular promotional service offers and plan on a “no commitment” basis. The prices of the handsets are different for 1- and 2-year contract offers and are available at the store. Please call for availability and prices on all original Nokia, Motorola and Ericsson accessories.
150 bonus minutes available at no additional cost with any $39.99 and higher current Cingular Home rate plan on 1- or 2-year contract. Bonus minutes are not available on FamilyTalk or any expired rate plans.
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Question
database

continued from page 8

engaging in nefarious prac-

tices. It’s not worth it.”
Steven Carroll believes the

whole issue has been “sensa-

FREE

Your Choice: e incuded with acivation

Choice of

(OEM)

tionalized” by Bobbitt, the po-
lice officers associations, and
by the Union-Tribune, which,
in three stories, labeled the
public defender’s project a
“database” and a means by
which the defender would “re-
search patterns of conduct —

CITY LIGHTS

and allegations of miscon-
duct”“I would respond,” Car-
roll says, “by saying it’s not re-
ally a database. The word
‘database’ has the connotation
that I've got this huge accu-
mulation of electronic storage
files that I'm compiling in

CITY LIGHTS

some kind of separate format,
and it’s not true. The idea is
basically to have a retrieval
system. All we’re doing is try-
ing to create a way to refind
what we have once discovered
as a part of case preparation.
If one attorney on one case

CITY LIGHTS

discovers impeaching evi-
dence about a police officer, it
is our goal to not have that
stuck in a hard-copy file and
put on a shelf and forgotten
so that a month later some-
body has to reinvent the wheel
and go find the same data.”
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Carroll adds, “When the
story first appeared in the San
Diego Union-Tribune, it threw
out the hint that we were
searching divorce records of
police officers and digging
into their private lives. In
truth, we had one case where
a private attorney had a
record of domestic violence
on a police officer. He gave us
that information when we
had that same officer on an-
other case involving violence.
But it becomes sensational-
ized when it looks like we’re
running over to the family
court and digging through
records to see if police officers
are getting divorced and if
their divorces hold allegations
of violence. We're not doing
that. We have never gone over
to family court to mine their
files”

After meetings between
the two sides produced no
resolution, Bobbitt sent a re-
quest to see the “database” un-
der the California Public
Records Act. Carroll refused,
claiming that, though his of-
fice is funded by the county
government, his files are priv-
ileged information between
him and his clients, not gov-
ernment records open to pub-
lic perusal.

In the meantime, the pro-
ject was garnering statewide
attention. The State Public
Defenders Association named
it their “Defender Program of
the Year for 2001.” And in
April of last year, state sena-
tor Steve Peace of Chula Vista
summoned Bobbitt and Car-
roll to a meeting on the issue
in Sacramento.

In July, Bobbitt filed suit
on behalf of the eight associ-
ations. On October 19,2001,
the two sides presented oral
arguments before Judge
Nevitt. In a ruling dated
November 1, 2001, he denied
Bobbitt’s motion based
largely on a 1981 United
States Supreme Court deci-
sion, brought to his attention
by Pettingill, in which the
high court observed that a
public defender “is not acting

[ ]
PLANS. Many Convenient Rate Plans To Suit Any Budget

150 minutes for $29.99 3750 minutes for $34.99 400 minutes for $39.99 2000 minutes for $34.99

on behalf of the state; he is
the state’s adversary,” and,

Plus one option: « Unlimited nights &
weekends « 1000 mobile-to-mobile minutes
» 150 anytime minutes

(350 anytime, 3150 nights & weekends,

(400 peak, 3000 weekend) (200 peak, 1800 off-peak, free long distance)

250 mobile-to-mobile)
Nationwide free long distance/roaming/mobile-to-mobile and free nights and weekends available.
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OPEN 7 DAYS MON.-FRI. 10 AM-8 PM

SAT. 10 AM-5 PM

SUN. 11 AM-5 PM
“Rate plans differ slightly between carriers. See store for details. Siemens
S40 phone offer is valid with activation of 2 lines at $29.99 or higher
rate plan. Price of other phones with activation of one line at $31.00 or
higher plan. While supplies last. Activation fee applies. All phones
include hands-free, CLA and leather cases. There will be a nominal
charge for activation of only one line. Service provided by WorldCom.
Activation fees waived with activation on 2-year contract with Cingular
Network. **Platinum promotion available on $39.99 or higher plans.

“[A] public defender does not
act under color of state law
when performing a lawyer’s
traditional functions as coun-
sel to a defendant in a crimi-
nal proceeding.”

Bobbitt decided to appeal
the decision and waits for the
announcement of a trial date
from the Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals. m
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Val'enetine, n. [French Valentin, after Saint Valentine; from Latin Valentinus, from valens or entis, valere-to
be strong.] 1. a sweetheart chosen on Valentine's Day (celebrated February 14) or to be one's sweetheart.
2. a note or card sent to a real or fictitious person, and containing words of sentimental value or words of
love, may also contain drawings or cutouts of hearts resembling a unified love. 3. notecard sent anony-
mously to express feelings of devotion and love. 4. a gift presented on Valentines day to express admira-
tion. A recent It's Just Lunch Survey: 71% of men feel pressure on Valentine's Day. 38% of
men have thought about ending a relationship before Valentine's Day. 47% of woman look forward to
Valentine's Day. Of those in a relationship: 81% of men expect to buy a gift compared to 23% of women.
Saint Valentine's Day, February 14, honors a third century martyr who was beheaded on that day: the tra-
ditional exchange of valentines or sweets to persons o?ladmiraﬁon (not in conjunction with the saint.)
Lueper'ca'liea, n.pl. LLafin from Lupercalis, from lupus meaning wolf.] Roman festival of old times cele-
brating fertility rites, held on the 15th of February and honoring Lupercus, the deity often recognized in
conjunction with Faunus. Also known as a sacred holiday where goats and d ere sacrificed on
Palatine Hill, which later insured fertility and easy child delivery. Cupid, n. [Latin pido, the god of
love, desire of love and passion, to want.] 1. from Roman myt{wlogy, the son of Venus and god OSE love:
displayed as a naked winged boy, most often seen with bow and arrows, arrows tainted with Tove potion.
A co|thec1rfeo| emperor to thank for this day. Under the rule of Emperor Claudius Il, Rome was involved
in many bloody and unpopular military campaigns. Claudius the Cruel, as he was known at the time, was
having a difficult time getting soldiers to join his military leagues. He believed that the reason was that
Roman men did not want to leave their loves or families. As a result, Claudius cancelled all
marriages and engagements in Rome. This was when a Christian priest named Valentine came
to defeng love in the empire. Valentine began to secretly marry couples despite the emperors orders.
When Emperor Claudius was informed of these ceremonies, Valentine was sent to prison, where he
remained, until his death on February 14 in the year 270. The holiday of Valentine's Day probably derives
it's origins from the ancient Roman (eosf of Lupercalia. In the early days of Rome, fierce wolves roamed
the woods nearby. The Romans called upon one of their gods, Lupercus, to keep the wolves away. A fes-
tival held in honor of Lupercus was celebrated February 15th. The festival was celebrated as a spring fes-
tival. Their calendar was different at that time, with February falling in early springtime. One of the cus-
toms of the young people was name-drawing. On the eve of the festival of Lupercal?o the names of Roman
girls were written on slips of paper and placed into jars. Each young man drew a slip. The girl whose
name was chosen was to be his sweetheart for the year. We don't use slips of paper. And, our
dates don't last a year, just for lunch. An hour. Just fun. Val'enetine, n. [French Valentin, after
Saint Valentine; from Latin Valentinus, from valens or entis, valere-to be strong.] 1. a sweetheart chosen
on Valentine's Day (celebrated February 14) or to be one's sweetheart. 2. a note or card sent to a real or
fictitious i
or cutout

ion and |
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sweets fo persons of admiration (not in conjunction with the saint.) Lueper'ca'liea, n.pl. [Latin from
Lupercalis, from lupus meaning wolf.] Roman Eestival of old times celebrating fertility rites, held on the 15th
of February and honoring Lupercus, the deity often recognized in conjunction with Faunus. Also known as
a sacred holiday where goats and dogs were sacrificed on Palatine Hill, which later insured fertility and
easy child delivery. Cupid, n. [Latin for Cupido, the god of love, desire of love and passion, to want.] 1.
from Roman mythology, the son of Venus and god o?|ove: displayed as a naked winged boy, most often
seen with bow and arrows, arrows tainted withelove potion. A cold hearted emperor to thank for this day.
Under the rule of Emperor Claudius Il, Rome was involved in many bloody and unpopular military cam-
paigns. Claudius the Cruel, as he was known at the time, was having a difficult time getting solgiers fo
join his military leagues. He believed that the reason was that Roman men did not want to leave their
loves or families. As a result, Claudius cancelled all marriages and engagements in
Rome. This was when a Christian priest named Valentine came to defend love in the empire. Valentine
began to secretly marry couples despite the emperors orders. When Emperor Claudius was informed of
these ceremonies, Valentine was sent fo prison, where he remained, until ﬁis death on February 14 in the
vear 270. The holiday of Valentine's Day probably derives it's origins from the ancient Roman feast of
Lupercalia. In the early days of Rome, fierce wolves roamed the woods nearby. The Romans called upon
one of their gods, Lupercus, to keep the wolves away. A festival held in honor of Lupercus was celebrat-
ed February 15th. The festival was celebrated as a spring festival. Their calendar was different at that
time, with February falling in early springtime. One of the customs of the young people was name-draw-
ing. On the eve o%l the festival of Ll(JJoercoﬁa the names of Roman girls were written on slips of paper and
Floced into jars. Each young man drew a slip. The girl whose name was chosen was to be his sweetheart
or the year. We don't use slips of paper. And, our dates don't last a year, just for lunch.
An hour. Just fun. Val'enetine, n. [French Valentin, after Saint Valentine; from Latin Valentinus, from
valens or entis, valere-to be strong.] 1. a sweetheart chosen on Valentine's Day (celebrated February 14
or to be one's sweetheart. 2. a note or card sent to a real or fictitious person, and containing words o
sentimental value or words of love, may also contain drawings or cutouts of hearts resembling a unified
love. 3. notecard sent anonymously to express feelings of gevotion and love. 4. a gift presented on
Valentines day to express admiration. A recent It's Just Lunch Survey: 71% of men feel pressure on
Valentine's Day. 38% of men have thought about ending a relationship before Valentine's Day. 47%
of woman look forward to Valentine's Day. Of those in a relationship: 81% of men expect to buy a gift
compared to 23% of women. Saint Valentine's Day, February 14, honors a third century martyr who was
beheaded on that day: the traditional exchange of valentines or sweets to persons of admiration (not in
conjunction with the saint.) Lueper'ca'liea, n.pl. [Latin from Lupercalis, from lupus meaning wolf.] Roman
festival of old times celebrating fertility rites, held on the 15th oF February and honoring Lupercus, the deity
often recognized in conjunction with Faunus. Also known as a sacred holiday where goats and dogs were
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Cheese biz

continued from page 5

are also aged two months.”

Wesselink picks up one
of the 15-pound wheels, a
foot in diameter and four
inches thick, and flips it over.
“We constantly have to turn
them,” he says. “What hap-
pens when they’re first made,
when they’re fresh, they tend
to bow out a little bit. Espe-
cially in the beginning, when
they’re fresh. So we have to
flip them over.”

At the far end of the
trailer, a man sitting on an
overturned bucket coats a
wheel of gouda with a yellow
liquid, which he applies with
a small sponge. “This is
Domingo,” Wesselink says.

“He is painting the new
cheese. You know when you
buy gouda at the grocery
store, and it’s got the red wax
all over it? Well, we don’t use
the red wax because when
you put that wax on there, it
doesn’t allow the cheese to
breathe, and it doesn’t age
properly. So we use this coat-
ing, which comes from Hol-
land. It’s a vegetable-fiber
coating that you put on it so
the cheese can still breath.
And it’s edible. You don’t
want to eat it though, be-
cause it sticks in your teeth.”

Wesselink continues his
reverse tour of the cheese-
making process by walking
through a door into the ad-
joining trailer. Here, around
40 wheels of cheese float in

CITY LIGHTS

tubs mounted at sink height
along both walls. “This is the
brine room,” Wesselink ex-
plains. “The cheese, after we
make it, goes into a brine
bath. We don’t put salt in our
cheese when we make it, but
we put it in a brine bath, and
it stays in there for two days.
Now these over here,” he
points to the right where
some cheese wheels sit on
racks, “are drying, and they
go from here into the next
room to be painted. We
make about 50 cheeses a
day”

The dominant feature of
the next room is the rectan-
gular 1250-gallon open tank
— about 12 feet by 4 feet —
filled with milk. A man wear-
ing hair nets on his beard

CITY LIGHTS

and head paces around the
tank, eyeing the milk. “This
is my son-in-law, David,”
Wesselink says. “He and my
daughter Valerie are the
cheese makers.” He points to
the milk on which a glossy,
semi-solid surface is starting
to form. “Here you see the
milk has come in here. It was
pumped in this morning,
fresh out of the cows. Then
they added the culture to it
and the rennet that sets it

up.”

Wesselink’s daughter, Va-
lerie Thomas, who has
walked in behind him, ex-
plains. “The culture is a bac-
teria specific to gouda cheese.
If we were making another
kind of cheese, we’d use a
different culture. We get it

CITY LIGHTS

from Holland. The rennet is
an enzyme which helps in
the firming up of our cheese.
It’s a necessary ingredient in
our cheese-making. Many
rennets are animal-based,
usually from an animal’s di-
gestive tract. If you're mak-
ing cow’s milk cheese, you
use rennet from cow origin.
If we were making sheep
cheese and using an animal
rennet, we’d get it from a
sheep source. Another type
of rennet comes from a this-
tle plant. Another type of
rennet is grown and har-
vested. Ours happens to be a
vegetable-based rennet. Just
by chance we started using
that in the beginning of our
cheese-making process. One
of the benefits has been that

CITY LIGHTS

people who are on vegetar-
ian diets, who don’t want
meat products in their diet,
can eat this cheese.”

Valerie steps to a sink up
against the wall of the trailer
and begins scrubbing her
hands like a surgeon before
an operation. “She’s going to
test the cheese,” Wesselink
explains. “She’s going to stick
her hand in that mess, then
lift up. If the curd breaks in a
straight line, it’s ready to be
cut”

When Valerie has fin-
ished washing her hands she
dips her right hand, index
finger extended, down
through the curd, then curls
it back up. The glossy curd
splits in a straight line along

continued on page 16
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$179 B300.4  4/3/2/1 600 watts(may)  *179
B400.4 4/3/2/1 800 watts (max) 209

says EARTHGUAKE ni\no i~ OVER 40% OFF LIST | [fi[Forics. Amps

New Higher-Level . .ye T A
-!""f.. Strike sgnhies Amps High-Definition 'IWeeters World Famous Zeus 400 | 3 Zeus 600
- K . ° 3. ° 3. t
: .- g Retail Ousr P | g o rossovers : io%eifa\:/tirﬁaﬁtg . 60%62353\:;?{5{/11 Sy
i . 8 400 Watts $149 99 e 4KHz to 20KHz o Fully adjustable $219 - .‘_j ¢ Fully adjustable $298
i 500 Watts  $19 $129 frequency response Per Pau- Crossover For Only = Crossover For Ony

HOURS: MON.-FRI. 9-7, SAT. 9-5, SUN. 10-5 » CAR STEREO REPAIR ON PREMISES istcon Moy cqure s ursand b P
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Cheese biz

continued from page 14

the length of her finger. She
repeats the process all
around the tank to make
sure the whole batch has set
up. “Sometimes it takes the
milk 45 minutes to set up,”
she explains. “Sometimes it
takes an hour, sometimes it
takes an hour and 15 min-
utes to set up. You don’t
know. And you can’t rush it.
You've got to be on its time.”

After her last test dip, she

nods to David, who is stand-
ing by with a “knife” —
imagine a tennis racket but
metal with a square head
bent 90 degrees to the han-
dle and strings running only
up and down — ready to
“cut the cheese.” With this
knife he cuts the curds first
side to side across the tank,
then lengthwise. “See the pale
yellow liquid coming up
through the cut lines,” Wes-
selink says. “That’s the whey””

“Remember the nursery
rhyme, ‘Little Miss Muffet sat

CITY LIGHTS

on a tuffet eating her curds
and whey?’ ” David asks. “I
remember thinking, ‘What
the hell are curds and whey?’
When I started making
cheese, I found out.”

When David is done cut-
ting the curds, he’ll drain the
whey out of the tank. It will
go back to the dairy, where
it’s mixed with the cows’
feed. After that first drain,
he’ll spray the curds down
with hot water, which causes
them to shrink and expel any
more whey trapped in them.

BRAVO" -

PAGER SPECIAL

$24.95 - MAGNUM - $49.95 « TITANIUM - $54.95

Prices include activation, 6 months service and voice mail.
Other models available; call for pricing.

ACTIVATION SPECIAL

1 Year - $45 * 6 Months -

2 Months - $10

Pager numbers available in 619, 858, 760,

and other area codes.

$25

CITY LIGHTS

When they’re the proper
consistency, neither too hard
nor too soft, he and Valerie
will pack them into wheel-
shaped molds. “Then the
molds get stacked up four
high over there,” Jules says,
“and they get pressed for
about an hour and a half or
two hours. Then we turn
them over and press them
for another hour and a half,
two hours. We leave them
overnight, and the next
morning they go into the
brine bath for two days.

CITY LIGHTS

They’re turned every 6 hours
while they’re in the brine.
Then they’re taken out and
left to dry. Then we put the
vegetable-fiber paint on
them. From there they go
onto the shelf for aging.
From that moment on,
they’re just lying there being
turned all the time.”

This process produces
8000 pounds of cheese per
month, cheese that sells for
between $11.35 per pound
for the “super aged” and
$5.95 for the plain mild.

CITY LIGHTS

Those are the retail prices.
Wesselink won’t divulge his
wholesale prices.

Wesselink estimates that
it would take $150,000 to set
up a cheese plant like his.
“That’s with trailers,” he says.
“If you had to put up a
building it would cost a heck
of alot more.”

With four full-time em-
ployees and three part-time,
Wesselink says his profit
margin is narrow but adds,
“We are making a living out
of it”m

Custom
Franung

ANY POSTER OR PRINT
UP TO 16 "'x20™
BLACK FRAME ONLY

$ 29°5
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Up to 24x30” $44.95
Up to 24x36” $49.95
Up to 32x40” $59.95
Includes: mounting, glass,
metal frame, wire and labor.

With this ad. Expires 2/28/02.

IN BUSINESS SINCE 1991

Free Voice Mail * Unlimited Pages * No Contracts
Most pagers. Some restrictions apply. New customers only.

Cutting Edge Communications

7128 Miramar Road #7 (behind Wendy's) 858-689-8442
Open Mon.-Fri. 10 am-6 pm * Sat. 11 am-3 pm

FREE PHONES - BEST RATE PLANS - FREE PHONES

ANSEL ADAMS ~ “Scripps Pier”
Print $30 ¢ Framing $44.95

AZTEC GRAPHICS

¢ PRINTS ¢ POSTERS ¢ FRAMES e

“Art for everyone”

Pacific Beach 1439 Garnet Avenue
(858) 272-7760

Open 7 Days

I Ready-made frames |
I Over 4,000 posters in stock |

ENTER TO WIN THIS MONTH’S

FREE PRIZE PACKAGE.

'-* g ;#‘

Name:

At It could be a dinner, movie, concert tickets or something else, but whatever it is, it’s free. For your chance to
Phone: win, clip out the coupon and send it to San Diego Reader. If your name’s drawn, they’ll let you know what
E-mail: you've won. Each month is a different contest, so enter again and again. While you're at it, stop by one of our

Prize Pack Contest
c/o San Diego Reader
P.O. Box 85803

San Diego, CA 92186

Ol 1 s i oulil e (S 1 Financial Centers and open a Free Checking account. It’'s one more reason we’re the home of the free.

Washington Mutual

MORE HUMAN INTEREST.”

s Washington Mutual
MORE HUMAN INTEREST.”

FDIC Insured

NO PURCHASE OR ACCOUNT OR LOAN RELATIONSHIP REQUIRED TO ENTER OR WIN. The prize package contest is sponsored and administered exclusively by San Diego Reader. One entry per person. Winning entry is final. Entries must be received within 14 days
of the publication date. Winner will be drawn at random and contacted by phone within 21 days of the publication date by San Diego Reader. You must be 18 or older to enter or win. Employees of San Diego Reader or of Washington Mutual, or their respective affiliates, promotional
partners, agents or legal counsel, are not eligible to win. Prize is non-exchangeable and non-refundable. Complete contest rules available by writing San Diego Reader at: P.O. Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186.




MOTOROLA 7797 Aj NOKIA 5165

¢ Tri-mode « Tri-mode
e Smart button [ oo * 3- to 5-hour talk time
* Vibrates e Games

e Lithium battery e Alarm clock

FREE FREE
f'} TALKABOUT 8197

NOKIA 8260

NIGHTS &
WEEKENDS

START AT 7 PM - meode * Tri-mode
’ e Under 3 oz.
* Interchangeable « Vibrates
faceplates

T * Multi-colors
O g * Lithium-ion battery

$19 $59
WIRELESS ONE ADVANTAGE

* NIGHTS & WEEKENDS AFTER
7:00 PM NOT 8:00 PM

* FREE USA LONG DISTANCE
OPTION AVAILABLE

e FREE ROAMING IN 4 STATES

e 7000 MOBILE-TO-MOBILE MINS.
ADDITIONAL $8.95/MONTH

3360 CHOOSE A PLAN

2250 ninutes
SA00 ninutes
S600 ninutes
SO0 ninutes
4200 ninutes

WIRELESS

l NOKIA 5185 l AUDIOVOX 135XL 8 AUDIOVOX 4500
« Tri-mode f a 3 D‘ual-mode " { *Dual-mode
=1 *3-to 5-hour talk time S e Vibrates o | *Web browsing
WIRELESS NETWORK | - Games | *Easynavigation B - voice activated
* Alarm clock s Call history e » Speed dialing
« 35 ring tones | Data capable ‘;_" * Vibra alerts
FREE < FREE | < FREE
MOTOROLA ST7860 RS
|« Dual-mode - bk
» External caller ID
~ I (R * Web ready

e Vibrates ¢ Vibrates

* Voice-activated

T Indiglo display
P e Lithium-ion batte;y -
AE; FREE Silver finish $59
= CHOOSEA PLAN WIRELESS ONE ADVANTAGE
s B 2000 rinves [l * 1-YEAR CONTRACT, NOT 2-YEAR

MOTOROLA
TIMEPORT 8767

« Silver finish
o ready g 2750 minutes « FREE USA LONG DISTANCE
rDataax oy 4200 rinvies « FREE MOBILE-TO-MOBILE**

: 4400 minutes 50 BONUS MINUTES**
FREE CALLER ID, VOICE MAIL, CALL FORWARDING, UNLIMITED TEXT MESSAGING, CALL WAITING & CONFERENCE CALLING

PARTNER PLAN

FREE CAR CHARG total

’fgf :‘ VIBRATING BATTERY Z); %0 gg —t :;:nc';;;ie: S ngl
LEATHER CASE DEILE-TO-MO

FREE FACEPLATE 200 peak, 6000 off-peak CA

FREE HANDS-FR S 6 o BACK ***

a month

FAMILY PLANS AVAILABLE

Se habla espafiol ,_,,,_,,. F\%\ Wi’elg ss””e > =

3555 Rosecrans Ste. 103
Next to Rubio’s on the Northeast 619 69 2 4 466 SERVICE PROVIDED BY
Corner of Midway & Rosecrans 705,5}13 | WORLDCOM WIRELESS
MON.-FRI. 10-7, SAT. & SUN. 10-6 i

***Use your own phone for $100 cash back payable after 180 days of consecutive service. **250 mobile-to-mobile on $34.99 plan or higher. tAdditional $9.99 charge. *Minimum one-year service agreement required. Sales tax
applies to full retail value of phone. Early termination fee may apply. All rates and prices subject to change without notice. <*Requires 2-year contract. Expires 2/21/02.
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400 Off Laser
Vision Correction

There IS a difference in surgeons. Our Board of Ophthalmology-certified doctors have been in practice in San Diego
for over 20 years and have over 15 years’ refractive surgery experience. We are not a surgery mill. Our doctors will
see you for your initial consultation, perform your surgery and see you for up to 12 months of unlimited follow-up

visits. We offer ALL alternatives. Don't risk your eyesight to the inexperienced. Regularly $2400 for both eyes. R

Designer Frame & Lens Package®

Buy any frame from our designer collection, get a great deal on premium
lenses. Designer collection includes Calvin Klein, Gucci, DKNY, Neostyle,
Nike, Elle, Fendi, Nautica, Charmant, Elite, and Flexon.

*85 Off

Single-vision polycarbonate lenses
with Crizal anti-reflective coating
(2-year warranty on coating).

599 reg. $184

*100 Off

Platinum “no-line” bifocals. Varilux
Panamic polycarbonate lenses with
Crizal anti-reflective coating (2-year
warranty on coating).

5255 reg. $355

Acuvue Contact Lenses 6% e v

Acuvue & Acuvue 2. With contact lens exam. Purchase of 4 boxes,
after rebate. Cannot be combined with other discounts or insurance. With

this ad. Expires 3/18/02.

We will

beat any
advertised
price!

Just come in to any of our locations
and we will beat any price on

exams, contacts and glasses by
5%! We will not be undersold. R

*10 off any
product or
service

Not valid with certain plans or
insurances. One coupon per patient.
Offers may not be combined.
Contact lenses must include exam.
Valid through 3/18/02. See office
for details. R

*15 Off Contact Lens Fitting Exam

Cannot be used with other offers or insurance. (Bifocal, Toric fits exira.)
See office for details. With this ad. Expires 3/18/02. R

New extended evening hours.

“Above offers valid only with this ad. Ad must be presented at time of consultation
and may not be combined with insurance or other offers. See offices for details.

AR
ASSOCIATES
AMEDICAL PRACTICE

Our guarantee:

If for any reason you are not
completely satisfied with our
service or glasses, we will refund
your money. See office for details.

Extended evening hours.
Prescriptions filled. Glasses
duplicated. Most insurance,
Medi-Cal, Vision and Service
Plans accepted. MasterCard, Visa
and Discover accepted.

Special offers on our website:
www.westcoasteyecare.com

To be automatically connected to
the nearest eye care center,
please call: 1-800-346-eyes

College Area/La Mesa
619-697-4600

El Cajon
619-440-5400

Clairemont/Mira Mesa
858-565-8822

Alpine

619-445-2687

Escondido/Vista/RB
760-743-5872

South Bay
619-470-2700

STRAIGHT -.cu -« HIP

IDI11V MIHLLVW A4

Illustration by Rick Geary

OK, I got a question for ya:
What are those weird patterns and designs and colors you see when you close your eyes and
push on your eyeballs with your hands? What is that? How does it do that?
— Gina Rysdyk, Netland

Stop poking’ at yer eyeholes, Gina! Poking your eyes compresses the fluid inside them, which
stimulates the receptors in your retina. Some receptors are designed to register light, some
to register color. As these are randomly stimulated, the signals go to your brain, which
translates them into spots or stripes of light and color. But Dr. Peeper, our staff eye guy, says
it’s really not a good idea to poke at your eyeballs, even with the fireworks show.

M-Alice:
Returning home from Lindbergh Field late at night, the taxi driver stopped for the traffic light
at the corner of Laurel Street and India. He began to flash the taxi headlights on and off. The
red light immediately turned green, and we went on our way. He said, “It works sometimes.”
Does this really work? Is it legal?

— Robert Dilworth of Mission Hills

Key word here? “Sometimes.” This cause-and-effect stuff is pre-e-e-etty tricky. The whole
thing, really, is an urban legend that evolved when those small tubular things started showing
up on top of traffic lights. They are sensors that detect a specific flashing-light pattern
transmitted from fire engines and ambulances. Emergency vehicles can turn the traffic lights
green as they approach intersections in order to stop cross traffic and speed their progress.
As usual, the rest of us heard the story and remembered about, oh, 10 percent of it and made
up the rest to our own benefit. Your taxi driver is only one of many who believe that if you
flash your headlights very fast, you can turn a traffic light green. But you can’t. It works “sometimes”
because some traffic lights will change from red to green when a car crosses over a sensor
in the road, especially at night when traffic is light. Sorry. The System 1, Average Joe 0, as
usual.

Wizard of Alice:
How come my legs fall asleep when I'm on the toilet but not when I'm working at my computer?
— RV, the net

I really don’t want to know any more about your personal habits, RV, but I assume you spend
considerable time on the pot. Can you appreciate that toilet seats are not designed to offer
mankind hours of relaxation? Toilets, in general, are designed to be sanitary and to clean
up easily, not for butt comfort. The biggest problem with toilet seats, though, is that one
size is supposed to fit all. If you look at a row of butts on bar stools, you can see that’s not
possible. Our hinder parts come in too many shapes and sizes. According to chair-seat
experts, a user-friendly, ergonomic toilet seat would be flatter and wider for better support,
have a narrower hole, would be sloped slightly inward, be longer in front for better support
under the thighs, and have the front edge curved downward so it doesn’t press into the backs
of the sitter’s legs. The edge of the seat is hitting you in a bad spot in the back of your legs,
causing pinched nerves and snoozing feet. Don’t lean forward while you sit. That makes it
worse.

A Japanese company has designed an ergonomically correct, padded, heated toilet seat/bidet
combination named Zoé that will run you about $600. Or save the coin; cut a hole in the
seat of your well-designed computer chair and acquire a chamber pot. Problem solved.

Hey, Matt:

Inside my new VCR box I found a small pouch labeled as silicate for desiccation, and it also

said “Do Not Eat.” Not that I would ever eat silicate, but what exactly would happen if I did?
— Curious, Carlsbad

Not much. You might make one of those ugh-this-tastes-awful faces. You might have a little
trouble swallowing it if you don’t wash it down with a big glass of water. But silica gel is an
inert substance, like manmade sand, and nontoxic. Have some flowers you want to preserve?
Have some roaches you want to kill? Silica gel can handle both. If that little pouch isn’t
enough for you, you can pick up vats of the stuff at a hardware or arts-and-crafts store. It
says “Do Not Eat” because the manufacturer’s lawyers see the world as one big product-liability
lawsuit waiting to happen. I'm sure somewhere on a package of steel wool or wine glasses
or zebra-stripe car upholstery it says “Do Not Eat.” And I guess my lawyers know those
lawyers, because they tell me I have to put “Do Not Eat Silica Gel” on my package too.

Got a question you need answered? Get it straight from the hip. Write to Matthew Alice,

c/o the Reader, P. O. Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186-5803, or fax your questions to 619-231-0489,
or e-mail to heymatt@cts.com via the Internet. A searchable archive of past columns is available at
SanDiegoReader.com.




Stay Connected with Nextel:.

Get Free Incoming Calls Starting at only *69* per month*

Includes: One Second Rounding, Free Long Distance, Unlimited Private Call Direct Connect®

. (M) moToroLA

i1000plus

- Caller ID

- VibraCall®

- Direct Connect®

- Speakerphone

- 3-Way Calling

- Missed Call Indicator
- Turbo Dial™

- Alternate Line Service

(M) moToroLA

i85s

- Caller ID

- VibraCall®

- Direct Connect®
- Speakerphone
- 3-Way Calling

- Voice Activated Dialing

- Java-powered Applications
- Advanced Display Screen

Nz

MOTOROLA

i90¢

- Caller ID

- VibraCall®

- Direct Connect®
- Speakerphone
- Vloice Notes

- 250-Entry Phonebook
- Audio Jack

- Java™ 2 Micro Edition

MOTOROLA

i2000plus

- Caller ID

- VibraCall®

- Direct Connect®
- 3-Way Calling

- Speaker Phone
- Alternate Line Service

- Integrated Multi-Service Capability
- Nextel Worldwide Service

(UMS(JAE

COMMUNICATIONS,LLC

858-518-3296

@ moToroLA j90c

NEXFTEL Free Incoming Calling Plans

*89* $109* $139*

Monthly Access Fee

$6999

NEXT

m

Anytime Minutes 500 700 1000 1300
Direct Connect® unlimited unlimited unlimited unlimited
Overage 35¢ 35¢ 35¢ 35¢
Group Call 15¢ 15¢ 15¢ 15¢

Please call us for a demonstration

in your home or office.

America

NATIONAL DEALER NETWORK w

lre%gs S

*Limited-time offer expires March 31, 2002. Requires new activation, one-year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies. Account set-up fee of $25 per phone up to a maximum of $50
per account. Other restrictions may apply. Cellular overage charge is 35¢ per minute; Nextel Direct Connect overage is 15¢ per minute; Nationwide long distance is 15¢ per minute. Nights are Mon-Fri 8:00pm—7:00am.
Weekend begins Fri. at 8:00pm and ends Mon. at 7:00am. Cellular minutes round to the second after the first minute. Additional charges will be applied, including state and federal taxes, a 1.20% Universal Service

Assessment, .07% TRS charge, in some states, a state-required E911 fee, a 3¢ Federal Regulatory Fee and 55¢ Federal programs Cost Recovery for E911, Number pooling and Wireless Number Portability. Read service agree-
ment for details. Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle. In-store purchases require two forms of valid identification. tOffer valid 1/1/02-3/31/02. $75 off promotion is based on regular retail price of $299.99
for the i90c, $199.99 for the i2000plus, $199.99 for the i85s and $169.99 for the i1000plus. All other phones are not eligible for the $75 off promotion. Requires new activation on a 1 year ser-
vice agreement and credit approval. Upgrades, replacements and “equipment only” sales do not qualify. Current prices are subject to change. ©2002 Nextel Communications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Nextel, the Nextel logo, Nextel Direct Connect, Nextel Online, How business gets done, and Nextel Direct Connect. Get right through are trademarks and/or service marks of Nextel
Communications, Inc. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. All other product names and services are the property of their respective owners.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR BUSINESS FEATURED IN THIS AD? CALL 1-888-289-2749 TO FIND OUT HOW.

FEATURING

NEXTEL
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suer AUDIO NATION ...

SALE!

WELCOME THE

CAR STEREO, SECURITY, VIDEO, ACCESSORIES & REPAIRS
FREE INSTALL WEEK!

Free install on non-sale items only. All sale items require installation at extra fee. Parts & labor extra.

FROM
25-70%
OFF!

FUTURE

6.8” Roofmount
Monitor

Includesze

Color. TFT
Monitor

Starting at $ 1 2 9

Rear Headrest
Monitor

Starting at 9 9

5" Dash Flip-up
Screen

o Complete system with tuner
® 35 watts x 4
® Choice of VCR or DVD

s Starting at
. 5499 5599
Panasomc Cassette WE WILL BEAT Pam::sl;n:’llg ;eMr/ FM

* Det.-face cass. player
* 160 watts max power

* AM-FM

tuner

Not an authorized dealer.

ANY COMPETITOR'S
PRICE -

*89|  GUARANTEED!

* RCA preouts @ 45 watts x 4 s
* With 1pair free speakers 9 9

Not an authorized dealer.

JVC CD Head
Unit w/ Remote

Kenwood 2001
CD Player
e e, |

e Det.-face CD player
* 160 watts max
* AM-FM stereo

Not an authorized dealer.

® Det.-face
© 160 watts max power
* AM-FM tuner

$149

Not an authorized dealer.

$119

Clarion
CD Player

T

* AM/FM det.-face
® 45 watts x 4

* 8x oversampling 8 9

Not an authorized dealer.

Clarion CD Player
s with Remote

® 45 watts x 4

Not an authorized dealer.

Panasonic MP3/CD
Player

* 45 watts x 4 « RCA preouts
¢ With remote

5119

Not an authorized dealer. z 2 E

Pioneer CD Player

2001 model . $129

Not an authorized dealer.

Sony Combo

® Det.-face cassette

 10-disc auto
CD changer

Not an authorized dealer.

FM Mod CD
Changers
w3 sony
Kenwood
Alpine ¢ JVC
Starting at

s189 179

Not an authorized dealer.

JVC Cassette Combo

e 12-disc changer remote
¢ Det.-face cassette
* 160 watts

e 6-disc auto CD changer 2 z 9

Not an authorized dealer.

Rockford Fosgate

 2-channel bridgeable $1 zo
® 240 watts peak power

Not an authorized dealer.

Amp

w= f‘}i .‘ﬂ:_i

o Flip-down det.-face ® 50 watts x 4

o Blue organic display
 Front, rear, & subwoofer
preouts with auxiliary in
Not an authorized dealer.

Panasonic CD Player

i L T | ppes—

Crunch Amp
=y ® 160 watts
[FE— e Bridgeable

‘89

Not an authorized dealer.

1 Farad
Digital Cap

*129

Authorized
Y b/ Y/
A KICKES

Dealer

Sony XPLOD
12" Woofers

‘49

Not an authorized dealer.

o Det.-face CD player

* 500

500 Watts

watt

2-channel amp

* Set of 10” subwoofers 2 2 9

BONE-SHAKING
SYSTEMS

BASS!

Custom installation
available!

800 Watts

o Det.-face CD with remote
¢ 800-watt

4-channel amp $2 9 9
o Pair of 12” subwoofers

1200 Watts

i - -
.
- :
e Pair of 4-channel

e Det.-face CD player with remote
¢ 2-channel 400-watt amp

¢ 4-channel 800-watt amp

o Pair of component speakers

o Pair of 12” subwoofers

 Built-in dual cooll

e Pair of 6.5” 2-wa

499

® Three 10” or 12” subwoofers

3000 Watts!

1600-watt amps
ing fans

 Built-in 8-way crossovers
 Pair of component speakers

*599

y speakers

Crime Stopper
Alarm w/ Remote Start

¢ 2-button remote
¢ Anti-code grabbing cap

® Remote lock/unlock $ 1 9 9
* Remote panic ¢ LED indicator

ALARM SYSTEMS

%

Alarm System lll

® Anti-code grabbing e 2-button remote
o Electronic shock sensor e Starter
disable e 3-channel code learning

® LED indicator $9 9

® Keyless entry

8

Audio Nation
6445 EI Cajon Blvd

1S woL

College Ave.

CASH o CHECK o VISA « MASTERCARD o

6445 EL CAJON BOULEVARD - 619-583-5561

Prices reflect cash discount. Regular price for carry-outs. While supplies last.
Not responsible for misprints.

DISCOVER e AMERICAN EXPRESS

Monday-Thursday 10-7, Friday & Saturday 9-7, Sunday 9-5

SportingBox >

Starting To Get Interesting

his morning’s newspaper informs me that

the SDSU men’s basketball team is 3-6 in the
Mountain West Conference, which means the
Aztecs hold down the seventh position in an
eight-team league. This info-bit, in turn, reads
like any February scorecard since the SDSU men’s
basketball team made their last NCAA tourna-
ment appearance. For historians, that was 17
years ago, back when Ronald Reagan was doing
the Lindy Hop on the White House roof.

The hell with it. Enough of this tedious
swill, let’s turn the page and get on to the busi-
ness of the Belorussian luge team captain and
her unwanted pregnancy. Whoa. Hold it, hang
on a minute, what is this? The Aztecs are 14-10
overall, and, even if you make allowances for the
tradition of playing the first six games of every
season against crippled children, 14-10, with, at
least, six games to play, is a far better record than
we have come to expect.

Regard the very respectable RPI (Rating
Percentage Index), which has been used since
1981 as a tool by the NCAA basketball tourna-
ment selection committee. The RPI is a number
that consists of a team’s Division I winning per-
centage (25 percent), its schedule strength (50 per-
cent), and its opponent’s schedule strength (25
percent).

One version of the RPI lists the basketball
programs of 32 athletic conferences across the coun-
try, including, of course, all the biggies: Atlantic
Coast, Big 12, Big Ten, and Pacific 10. The list
continues with all the also-rans: WAC, Big West,
Big Sky, Missouri Valley, and blah-de-blah-blah.
Like I said, 32 conferences in all. The Mountain
West Conference is ranked seventh in excellence,
which is 20 spots higher than I would have guessed.

Just to keep our happy faces smiling, let me
add that SDSU makes a quite respectable show-
ing in an important, some would say, the only
important measuring statistic, known through-
out the gambling universe as the ATS (Against
The Spread). The ATS measures how a team per-
formed versus the betting line, not whether the
team won or lost.

One national service lists 235 collegiate bas-
ketball teams and records how each one has fared
against the betting line. The number one team
is USC, which has covered the spread 15 times,
not covered five times, and pushed once. Num-
ber 235 is North Carolina, which covered the
spread once, did not cover 14 times, and pushed
once. The Aztecs are in 76th place, having cov-
ered the betting line 11 times and not covered 9
times. There were no pushes. This puts SDSU in
the top one-third of the class, which is not bad,
although I should add, not good enough to put
one’s own money into the fat, clammy hand of
the neighborhood book.

The Aztecs are a funny team. I mean funny
in the unpredictable sense of the word. Saturday,
they played a good Utah team (second place in
the Mountain West, 7-2 conference record, 17-
5 overall) and lost 70 to 53. For those among us
who are accountants, the preceding means that
San Diego lost by 17 points. Even so, they were
robbed; they should have lost by 30 points. That
was an ugly, heartless, lazy game, interesting only
in that you rarely see an entire team quit before
the first half ends.

Then, two days later, San Diego beats BYU
77-73, the first time they’d thumped the Cougars
since the last hours of 1996. Senior forward Randy
Holcomb and Mike Mackell each scored 15 points

and junior Deandre Moore swished four three-
pointers. The team hustled, played defense, han-
dled the ball well, and, in general, looked like a
legitimate Division I basketball club.

Wanna hear a scary story? It’s precisely this
kind of a schizophrenic performance that often
foreshadows great success. Frequently, a team
that is on the way from pathetic to sensational
plays wildly different games from one night to
the next. I'll deny I ever said this if asked about
it in a courtroom, but the Aztecs may be in the
process of becoming a very good basketball team.

Aztec players and the SDSU athletic depart-
ment played the BYU victory like it was One for
the Gipper. Their coach, Steve Fisher, was away,
attending to a family emergency, and, just like
the script says, the scrappy underdogs pulled
together, played over their heads, and won one
for their beloved leader.

That’s unlikely. More likely, Monday night
was an up-tick night on the crazy-performance

The Vegas Line

Winner, 2003 Super Bowl
San Diego, California

Team Odds
ST. LOUIS RAMS 5t02
PITTSBURGH STEELERS 6to1
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 8to1
INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 10to 1
OAKLAND RAIDERS 10to 1
DENVER BRONCOS 12to 1
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 12to 1
GREEN BAY PACKERS 15t0 1
CHICAGO BEARS 15to 1
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 15to 1
MIAMI DOLPHINS 15t0 1
BALTIMORE RAVENS 15t0 1
TENNESSEE TITANS 15to 1
NEW YORK JETS 20to1
NEW YORK GIANTS 20to1
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 25t01
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 25to1
WASHINGTON REDSKINS 25t01
MINNESOTA VIKINGS 30to1
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 30to1
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 35t01
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 40to1
ATLANTA FLACONS 50to 1
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 50to 1
CLEVELAND BROWNS 50to 1
DALLAS COWBOQYS 60to 1
ARIZONA CARDINALS 60to 1
BUFFALO BILLS 100 to 1
DETROIT LIONS 120to 1
CINCINNATI BENGALS 120 to 1
CAROLINA PANTHERS 150 to 1
HOUSTON TEXANS 200to 1

meter. No more and no less.

College basketball is a coach’s game. Steve
Fisher is the head coach and deserves whatever
praise or threat that comes his way. Fisher arrived
in San Diego in 1999, two years after he was fired
from Michigan due to a generic booster/com-
plimentary tickets situation.

This is no big deal to me. I don’t believe it’s
possible to run a successful Division I basketball
program and not violate NCAA rules. Steve,
we’re happy to have you.

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Internet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.
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FREE ACTIVATION*

BEST DEAL GUARANTEED!!!!!

ATST Wireless

I

':Ask about the
AT&T Shared | AT&T Shared

Advantage / authorized dealer Advantage /
Plan. - \?Ian.

1 FREE PHONE DEAL

$ 29 991- 2,250 MINUTES + AT NO CHARGE, CALIFORNIA LONG DISTANCE
° (250 ANYTIME MINUTES + 2000 OFF-PEAK)

Ask about the

$ 39 991‘ 3,600 MINUTES + AT NO CHARGE, CALIFORNIA LONG DISTANCE
i (600 ANYTIME MINUTES + 3000 OFF-PEAK)
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$49.9
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@ N
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Instant store rebate -$49.99

Free $0'
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Suggested retail ~ $49.99
Instant store rebate -$49.99

Suggested retail ~ $79.99
Instant store rebate -$79.99

Free $0"

Panasonic
DURAMAX

Suggested retail $149.99
Instant store rebate  -$90.00

$59991

ERICSSON ¥ NOKIA
289 m 3360
Suggested retail $79.00 | Suggested retail $99.99

Instant store rebate -$79.00 ATT mail-in rebate -$50.00

Instant store rebate -$49.99
Free $0* Free $o*t

Panasonic NOoKIA MOTOROLA
ALLURE 8260 V-60

Suggested retail $149.99 Suggested retail $179.99 Suggested retail $399.99
Instant store rebate -$100.00 1| Instant store rebate -$130.00 Instant store rebate -$200.00

$49= [ $49> $199>
2 PHONES - °59.99

1,500 MINUTES + UNLIMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBILE
+ AT NO CHARGE, CALIFORNIA LONG DISTANCE

(500 WEEKDAY MINUTES + 1000 WEEKEND MINUTES)
Call store for details on phone prices.

WIRELESS WORLD

(619) 223.3358 (858) 566.5115

3175 MIDWAY DR., SUITE M 6780 MIRAMAR RD., SUITE 106
(NEXT DOOR TO BOOT WORLD) (RIGHT BEHIND CARL'S JR., NEAR 805)

v
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S
Q 3
3 5 B B =| Y WIRELESS WORLD
‘P“& 3 —'®§ Carl’s Jr.
S .
Sports Arena Blvd. M Miramar Rd.
MEMBER

SAN DIEGO
Roaming applies to calls placed outside CA, NV, AZ, Hl. *Free activation after rebate.
tSales tax applies to full retail value of phone. International long distance not included. OAC. See store for details.
TTwo-year contract required.

 WIRELESS Midway Dr.
WORLD

SHEEP Ao GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

Denomination: The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints

Address: 2880 Governor Drive, University
City, 858-587-2880; Deaf Branch, TTY-Voice:
858-587-0512

Year founded: mid-1950s

Senior pastor: Bishop Michael Guymon
Congregation: 350 members

Staff: 80-100 volunteers

Sunday school enrollment: 320

Annual budget: refused to say

Weekly giving: refused to say

Singles program: yes

Diversity: mostly white; hearing and hear-
ing-impaired

Dress: dressy

Services: Sunday, 1:00 p.m.

Last Sunday afternoon, Elder Nielsen, a Utah
native and Mormon missionary, took a picture
of the Salt Lake City Temple from his breast
pocket and said, “While I've been doing my
missionary work, I've

volunteers, and all adult ward members are
encouraged to volunteer in one capacity or
another. The bishop, who acts as a kind of
senior pastor, oversees the running of the ward,
counsels members, and communicates mat-
ters of doctrine and policy as handed down
from the church hierarchy in Salt Lake City.
The church suggests that members tithe 10
percent of their income. (“I don’t say gross or
net,” Bishop Guymon said. “I just say 10 per-
cent.”) The ward collects tithes and sends them
to Salt Lake, which then allocates the money
to regional, or “stake,” offices, which then dis-
burse the funds on an as-needed basis. When
I asked Bishop Guymon what his annual bud-
get was, he said, “I really wouldn’t feel com-
fortable divulging that.” He paused. “I really
don’t know exactly. They know in Salt Lake.
Salt Lake knows everything. They’re really the
center for all information.”

Mormons take communion, or the “sacra-
ment,” every Sunday. Young men in ties and
crisp white shirts pass

been showing this to

around polished silver

people and asking,
‘Have you seen this
recently? And they’ll
sort of look at me and
say, ‘No.” I'll say, ‘It’s
the Temple. In Salt Lake
City. Utah.” And they’ll
say, ‘Utah? I'll say, ‘Yes,
Utah. The Olympics.
This year the Winter
Olympics are in Salt
Lake City, Utah.” And
they’ll say, ‘Oh, I haven’t

Ward 10 & University City

trays that hold bits of
bread and paper cups
filled with water. The
trays that hold the water
have in their center
small wells where mem-
bers place their empty
cups. This small con-
venience reminded me
that Mormon doctrine
instructs church mem-
bers to “keep their home
and surroundings

BISHOP MICHAEL GUYMON

been watching the D?af B‘ranc!1 clean.”
Olympics. University City Worship is often
“I guess the deal ol emotional. Last Sun-
is that the weather is day was a “testimony
always warm in San Sermon Sunday,” when mem-
Diego and there aren’t content *ok bers are asked to speak
that many people who ) delivery ok on their faith’s role in
do winter sports. So, I thul.‘gy *k their lives. A 14-year-old
guess there aren’t that Music girl wept when she took
many people here the podium to discuss
watching the Winter “My Experience of Per-

Olympics.”

sonal Prayer.” Her voice

The Winter ilov}xl'ftrs :: cracked when she gave
OlymplCS were what rF lte.ctul'e ............................... Special thanks to her
Friendliness......................... %k k
encouraged me, how- parents. Lynn Lowder,
ever, to visita Mormon Poor to satisfact (none) an older gentleman,

. . T atl ) nons .
church, in this case Good 0 satistactory © i stood to talk about his
Ward 10 in University e work with the ward’s

. . . Very good ok
City. The big beige Excellent - young men.
X 1 <«
stucco structure sat at cetlent These fellows set
EXtraordinary ........coceceveveevcenennennennenns 18,88

the end of Governor
Drive, surrounded by a

wonderful examples.
And we must all

tree-lined parking lot.

In the chapel, the choir practiced “America
the Beautiful.” Men and women bustled up
and down the halls, some communicating with
each other in American Sign Language.

In Mormon parlance, a “ward” is a con-
gregation. A “branch” is smaller than a ward
and is often organized for language or cultural
reasons. Ward 10 is unusual in that it shares
its worship service with a 35-member branch
for the deaf. Ward 10’s Bishop Michael Guy-
mon told me that the ten-year-old deaf branch
has had a remarkable effect on his congrega-
tion. “We’ve had many members take an inter-
estin American Sign Language and learn to use
it fluently. As a result, we’ve had a number of
young people here who went on to study sign
language and go as missionaries to the deaf
community. Every Sunday night we have Amer-
ican Sign Language classes and people from all
over the county come to attend.”

The Mormon church has no paid clergy.
A ward’s administrative positions are filled by

remember that others
pick us to be good examples. The curiosity
they have about the Church will be encouraged
by the example you set.”

Throughout the service, ward members
took turns standing by the podium, translat-
ing for the deaf branch. Elder Nielsen sat at the
very front of the church, knee-to-knee with a
deaf and blind gentleman. As Elder Nielsen
signed, the deaf and blind gentleman lightly held
his hands atop Elder Nielsen’s hands.

When I at last spoke with Bishop Guy-
mon he said rank-and-file Mormons were
conscious of the publicity the Winter Olympics
had given to their faith. But, he allowed, the
church was “sort of downplaying proselytiz-
ing” in Salt Lake. Given all the attention, I
asked him what was, for him, the most “rankling”
misconception he encountered about Mormons.

“That we aren’t Christians,” he said. “It’s
just a fact that we are Christians. We believe
in the same Christ as all other Christians.”

— Abe Opincar
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2655 Camino clel Rio North, Ste. 110
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Dear Aunt Trudy,
I’'m 14 years old and I've recently figured out
that I'm gay. Should I tell my mother? I don’t
think she’ll be mad at me, but I fear she’ll be
very disappointed.

POINT LOMA TEEN

Dear Teen,

Your sexuality is an important part of your life
and something to be proud of. Most of the
information in this column comes from a gay
psychotherapist | consulted about your ques-
tion, which is a good one. He said you might
want to contact an organization called PFLAG:
Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays. It's a national organization with chapters
in many cities. Their mission is to provide sup-
port and services that promote the health and
well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gendered persons. You can find them online at

www.pflag.org and www.youth-guard.org. The lat-

ter address is an arm of the organization
focused on helping young people. PFLAG does
have a San Diego chapter: the helpline number
is 760-579-7640; e-mail is pflagsd@aol.com.
You might want to start by calling the
helpline and talking to someone there about
your dilemma. That way you can talk to a per-
son who'll be friendly, supportive, and kind.
They will not be angry or disappointed in you.
By talking to them first, you can practice telling
people who are going to be understanding, and
who may be gay themselves, or have gay family
members and friends, before you decide to talk
to your mom. Lots of these folks have been
through what you are facing and can offer you
the benefit of their experience. This way, you'll
have a support network in place to help you
with difficulties you may have in talking to your
mom. You can get to the point where you are
feeling good about your sexuality and positive
about talking to your mother about it, and then
talk to her when you are ready. This could help

your mother too, because if you are feeling pos-

itive about your sexuality, then when you tell
her about it, hopefully she will pick up on some
of your positive attitude. Start with people who
will be easy to tell about your sexuality, like
someone at PFLAG, and after that's success-
ful, and you're used to the idea, you could
move on to some of the more difficult people
you want to tell. PFLAG has meetings you and
your mother could attend to help her under-
stand what'’s going on with you. Project 10 is
another organization you might want to know
about. They are a public school program dedi-
cated to providing support services at schools
to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, and
questioning youth (www.project10.org). You
might check out a book called Two Teenagers

in Twenty: Writings by Gay and
Lesbian Youth, edited by Ann Heron
and published by Alyson Press. It
contains writing by teens like you.
Good luck. I'm rooting for you, and
for your mom, too.

Dear Aunt Trudy,
Here’s an argument I'm having with
my kids, 8 and 10 years old. They say
I'm hopelessly antique because I
require them to write thank-you notes
when they receive gifts for birthdays or
Christmas. The notes don’t have to be
long. A couple of lines is fine. But my
offspring claim no one does this any-
more. So I checked with other moth-
ers, and lo and behold, they’re right.
No one we know makes their kids send
written thank-yous. 'm outmoded
and outvoted. Time to give up asking
them to write notes?

CHULA VISTA MOM

Dear Mom,

| don’t want to incur the wrath of your
progeny. But just because a practice
has fallen out of fashion doesn’t
mean it's valueless. People rarely
seem to pull over for ambulances,
give up their bus seats to the infirm,
elderly, or pregnant, or hold doors
open for each other these days.
Maybe it's because I'm rather old
myself, but the erosion of these civili-
ties seems ominous to me — the
opposite of progress. You could give
in and tell them the notes are now
voluntary. Or (and this is the course of
action | favor) you could acknowledge
that your kids are right (children love
that). Tell them you've surveyed the
neighborhood and thankyou notes
are indeed a nearly defunct custom.
Then you can have a two-way discus-
sion in which you explain that some-
times a person behaves in a particu-
lar way not because it's what every-
one else is doing at the moment, but
because it is right and kind. You want
them to continue writing the notes for
that reason. When they're of age,
they can decide for themselves
whether they want to be humanists or
Philistines.

Write to Aunt Trudy c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or e-mail to
trudy@sdreader.com
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S75 S50 -

NEW ENHANCED DEALER PROGRAM
e New Biweekly Commissions™
e FREE CO-OP in Reader*
e Lower Wholesale Equipment Prices
e Superior Earning Potential
e New and Improved Customer Service

| o AFFILIATE LOCATIONS
MM UNICAT‘ DOWNTOWN BONITA SOUTH BAY KEARNY MESA
N EXPANDED S'I'ORE| TRI-I.?TAR VgIIREI.ESS GENEngIII(;)N WIK&I.ESS l}g?,g“EAIi’ENIREiEZS i(zgglleAVE \SNIRSEI.ESCS
Ew orton Plaza onita Rd. . Plaza Blva. onvoy >5t., Ste.
° 619-325-5900 619-927-2727 Suite 201C, National Gty 858-292-9917
1241 Morena Blvd. 1st Floor/Parking Level 4, Inside Audio Excellence 619-477-3899 Across from Goodyear Tire
6 'I 9_276_9300 Next to Bebe Clothing
Habla *Prices of phones with activation on 1- or 2-year rate plan plus t
Ex fSeoWo |d/Tecolote off -5, on Moren cr:nBl d. p(;nﬂo Andres Patio. Exit Morena off I-8. rreIE:| pri E:)e of ph\g ne. Contact sto re Eo defé ils on dch)Jle FF:og g;.on WORLDCOM
en 7 days: Mon.-Fri. 9:30 am-8 pm ® Sat. 11 am-5 pm ® Sun. 12-5 pm Activation fee may apply on 1-year agreement. wireless

apply on 1-y
Wholesale Dealer Program Available. Rebc‘re available after E rst monthly bi || Authorized Master Agent
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SWEET

COVER PHOTOGRAPH OF CHRISTIE RIDGWAY BY SANDY HUFFAKER, JR.

Kiss Kiss
Kiss Kiss

‘l‘mrl’li::u:ﬂ.ﬁ!

el

Kiss, opens with the heroine, a vintage-clothing dealer,
heading for an afternoon appointment. She’s dressed
in a tight-fitting, flesh-colored chiffon evening gown
out of which her voluptuous breasts keep threaten-
ing to spill. (For reasons beyond her control, she hasn’t

changed into the business suit she’d planned to wear.)

She’s also late, which irritates the man she’s meet-

eyes, and unusual, almost exotic features.”

The two get off to a rocky start; she has to badger
him to let her help liquidate his grandfather’s
estate. To any seasoned romance reader, it’s clear
by page eight that these two will wind up having
passionate and extended sexual intercourse (which
will be described in graphic detail). Various mis-
understandings and tensions will complicate their
wild mutual attraction. But by the end of the book,
they’ll be bound together for life.

Caidwater, the estate where much of the action
in This Perfect Kiss takes place, includes a 44-room
mock Moorish castle set amidst eight separate gar-
dens and “acres of undeveloped land. . .crowning

ing, a wealthy software mogul described as “six lean feet of black hair, blue

the highest ridge of hills ringing Hollywood.” The
author of this fantasy lives in an old neighbor-
hood near the base of Mt. Nebo in La Mesa. Ridg-
way’s property is a corner lot distinguished by a
majestic California pepper tree that sits on a bank
of ivy sloping down to the street. Ridgway is con-
scientious about decorating her house, a two-story
tan edifice with teal and white trim. This past
Christmas, for example, a Santa and sleigh pulled
by five reindeer stretched across the low front roof,
and on the porch a wagon held several potted
poinsettias. Inside the house, golden-toned wood
floors gleam. Ridgway and her husband of 18 years

have 13-year-old and 9-year-old sons, as well as a
rambunctious golden retriever, but little clutter is
evident. You have to enter Ridgway’s office to find
hints of her love-soaked calling: a collection of
wedding cake ornaments displayed in a bookcase;
afile cabinet painted hot pink. Behind her desk hang
framed paperback book covers, each one bearing
Ridgway’s name.

At the moment, the wall space holds 13 of
these literary emblems, but Ridgway’s produc-
tions are hard to keep up with. Two just came out
last month (First Comes Loveand In Love with Her
Boss), and three more are slated for publication

Roscom figures most people consume 60 to 90



between now and the beginning of next year.

All her published-book credits place Ridg-
way among the more prolific romance writers of
Southern California, which in turn ranks as one
of the steamiest hotbeds for the genre nationwide
(second only to Texas). The Orange County chap-
ter of the Romance Writers of America includes
about 300 members, making it the largest in the
country, and the 20-year-old San Diego branch is
also hefty, with a membership of more than 100
women, including 20 or so who have published.

Their collective aim is to help satisfy the vora-
cious appetite among American women for sto-

ries about male/female relationships that “end in
away that makes the reader feel good.” That’s how
the national writer’s organization defines romance
on its website. These novels “are based on the idea
of an innate emotional justice — the notion that
good people in the world are rewarded and evil peo-
ple are punished.” Lovers “who risk and struggle
for each other and their relationship” receive “emo-
tional justice and unconditional love.”

The sale of such stories amounted to $1.37 bil-
lion in 2000, according to the writer’s group. In that
year alone, almost 2300 romance titles were released,
making romance far and away the most impor-

romance pages per hour.

Jill Limber

tant segment of the book market — accounting
for 55.9 percent of all popular paperback fiction
sales. That’s twice the percentage claimed by mys-
tery and suspense paperbacks combined (28.1 per-
cent) and more than four times that for “general
fiction” (12.9 percent). A 1999 survey of reading
habits commissioned by the Romance Writers of
America found that 41.4 million people aged ten
and older — 18 percent of the reading-age pop-
ulation — had read a romance within the past
year.

Women (and a small percentage of men)
obtain these books from a variety of outlets. Some

"M "YINVAINH AANVYS A8 SHAVYDOLOHdJ
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get monthly shipments in the
mail. Others pick up paper-
backs in airports, super-
markets, drugstores. Still
others turn to bookstores,
both the big chains and
smaller stores, such as Gra-
cie’s Book Nook in National
City, the Book Mark in
Escondido, or Nina’s Books
on El Cajon Boulevard, that
have a reputation for their
robust romance sections.
The ultimate local amatory
outpost, however, is
Romance World in El Cajon.

Picture a parkinglot a
block away from the Park-
way Plaza shopping center.
Atone end looms a Michael’s
craft emporium, and along
two sides, long arcades hold
back the concrete sea. The
overhang of the arcades
makes it hard to see the busi-
nesses tucked within them,
but the strip that shelters
the used-tuxedo shop and
the hair salon and the plus-
size dress store is also home
to a vast storehouse of lit-
erary love.

Owner Mary Roscom
estimates that Romance
World contains more than
100,000 volumes, with
maybe 80 percent of them
romance. Most are paper-
backs, the majority used. In
the five years she’s owned the
business, Roscom has devel-
oped a ruthless system for
organizing her stock. The
newest books face the front
door, just steps from the
entrance. After a few weeks,
they move to the sides of
their bookstands. Those
unsold later shift again to a
lowlier perch. Roscon’s cash
register and central work

area command the space
justbeyond the new books.
Around and beyond this

administrative island,
Roscom has created tidy
nooks for the used books.
Labels hint at the head-spin-
ning varieties within the
genre: historical, paranor-
mal, contemporary, inspi-
rational, and more.

“Everything you could
get another way — mili-
tary, horror, mystery, sci-
fi— you can get in romance;”
Roscom declares. She says
whenever she tries to read
astraight mystery, she always
thinks afterward, “That was
good, but it was just miss-
ing the romance.”

A rotund woman with
short thin hair, thick glasses,
and an astute air, Roscom
worked as a post-office clerk
for 12 years before she
bought the romance-book
business from the man who
had started it in the late
1980s. She was shopping in

Mk

his store one day when she
heard that the enterprise
might be for sale. She pressed
for details. She’d always
dreamed of owning a store,
had considered and rejected
selling pets. (“I started think-
ing about how they get dis-
eases. Some of them die.”)
She’d thought about rub-
ber stamps. (“I've been rub-
ber-stamping for 21 years.”)
But romance books had also
become important in her
life.

Although most of her
customers started reading
romance in junior high
school, Roscom didn’t begin
until she was 40. Her dis-
covery came in 1993, at a
time when she was reading
magazines but not much
else. One day, called for jury
duty, “I picked up an old
Victoria Holt,” she remem-
bers. When she returned
from her courthouse stint
and reported to her postal
coworkers her disappoint-

Judy Duarte

ment with Holt’s trademark
Gothic style, they protested
that Gothic romance was
passé. “There’s no sex,”
Roscom now states with
authority. “It’s more dark
and depressing — some-
body you know is really a bad
person. That sort of thing.”
One acquaintance pressed
a copy of Julie Garwood’s
Honor’s Splendorupon her,
and its light, funny tone
bewitched Roscom. “It’s not
incredibly spicy, but there is
some sex. And it definitely
makes you feel good when
youread it” Reading it “put
me on the path of no return.”

Roscom’s  friends
pointed her to other books.
“And T started branching
out pretty quickly.” She began
keeping a computerized list
of every romance novel she
read. On this list, she notes
the one-to-five-star rating
accorded each book by
Romantic Times, the monthly
bible of the industry. Next

to that, she logs her own
opinion of how many stars
each book deserves. A few
years ago, Roscom recorded
her 1000th entry. Some of
her customers were incred-
ulous. Surrounded by all
those books, how could
Roscom not have devoured
more? But Roscomisn’t the
fastest reader. She figures
most people consume 60
to 90 romance pages per
hour but says her speed falls
at thelow end of that range.
It’s a rate that allows her to
complete a book every two
to four days, depending on
the length. In contrast, “I
have customers who say
they can whip right through
two or three a day,” she
discloses.

What Roscom lacks in
speed, she makes up for in
retention. “I can tell you
about every book I've ever

ead” Pick outa listing at ran-
dom, The Passionate Ghost,
for example, and she can
deliver a quick précis: “That’s
part of a whole series of
books about ghosts. They’re
Regency period, and basi-
cally they’re all about this
house that’s haunted by this
ghost. He appears to just a
few people in the first book,
and at the end you find that
he was madly in love with
the lady who’s now the
grandmother matriarch
through all the books. She
dies and they end up together
in the last one. It’s really a
cute little story”

If you ask Roscom
about one of Christie Ridg-
way’s books, however, she’ll
tell you she hasn’t read any
of them. She’s made a point

of avoiding books by San
Diego County writers; she
thinks if she disliked one
and a customer asked her
about it, she’d have to be
truthful. But she would feel
bad about doing so. Instead,
her abstention allows her
to say that she doesn’t have
an opinion.

Unlike Roscom, Christie
Ridgway followed the clas-
sic path to romance fan-
dom. Ridgway says in sixth
grade she started buying
Harlequin romances from
the Woolworth in the small
Bay Area town where she
grew up. “Iloved them. My
friends and I would trade
them back and forth.” Nowa-
days the books “have more
sensual content than they
did at that time,” she notes.
She herself writes books she
wouldn’t recommend to a
sixth grader, because of their
explicit sexuality. “But back
then they were okay.”

Trim and blond, Ridg-
way has the sort of whole-
some good looks often seen
in actresses playing house-
wives in TV commercials.
A quote from Publishers
Weekly that appears on the
cover of This Perfect Kiss
could apply as well to her as
to her creation: “SMART,
PEPPY...”

Almost as far back as her
memory goes, she wanted
to write. “T have spiral note-
books of my writing going
back to second grade. Every
Christmas my mom would
give me a new notebook.”
Ridgway did some news
reporting in both high school
and college but finally
decided she wasn’t good at

Some restrictions apply.

Buy a pager, get a free phonel

ALL PRICES INCLUDE ACTIVATION, TWO MONTHS’ FREE SERVICE, TWO YEARS’ FREE VOICE MAIL, UNLIMITED PAGING, AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, PHOENIX AND LAS VEGAS COVERAGE.

MOTOROLA
BRAVO PLUS

= 16 memories
= Time stamp

RFN-300
One of the

MOTOROLA
smallest pagers! BRAVO FLX

= 20 memories
= 10 musical alerts
—1"*‘ = 3alarms

\/'a $30Q99

[FREE PAGE

Price includes

activation, 2 years of
voice mail and one full
year of airtime.

APOLLO

ONE OF THE SMALLEST PAGERS'
=16 MEMORIES = 3 ALARM

=10 MUSICAL AI.ERTS

<= TIME & DATE STAM

= COVERAGEIN CA, AZ NV,ORAND WA

5699

$369
$G9°

PAGENME

5597-B CLAIREMONT MESA BLVD.
(IN MADISON SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER)

= 16 memories = Alarm
= Time & date stamp
= 5 musical alerts

540

ACTIVATE YOUR PRE-OWNED PAGER

3000 MINUTES
INCLUDING
NATIONWIDE
LONG DISTANCE.

BAD CREDIT/

858/268-9898

per month One year airtime prepaid, two years’ free voice mail and free activation.

Includes 2 months’ service, two years’ free voice mail and free activation.
2 YEARS FREE VOICE MAIL ON ANY ACTIVATION!

MILLENNIUM WIRELESS
3445 MIDWAY DR., STE. G

619/225-9898

29%. 5

NO CREDIT WELCOME

NOKIA 3390

Some restrictions apply.
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Monday thru Friday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm - Saturday 11:00 am to 4:00 pm « Visa - MasterCard - American Express - Discover « New customers only. Must present ad. Offers expire 2/21/02.

FREE PHONE!

UNLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS

OR
UNLIMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBILE.

PREPAID CELLULAR I
No credit needed! I

Bad credit welcome!

No deposit!

No contract!
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The Ultimate

Driving Machine

. Eh g L . s TN . .
3 Series Z Series 5 Series
as low as as low as as low as
* * *
2.9%* APR, 0AC 2.9%* ApPr, 0AC 2.9%* Apr, 0AC
on select cars on select cars on select cars

ggg g%SS'iA VIN # AV62771 %8388 1998 540iA  vin#BW62715  $39,900

i VIN # EE59609 ) p— sES _ .
1998 323is vin# EH42574  $23,700 — Ce rtlfl ‘ed — 1998 528iA  vin#GToa734  $33,900
1998 323is vin # EH42208 $23,700 o — s 1999 528iA 35.200
1998 323isA  vin#EH62354 $23900 | — Pre bgmﬂned — 1A~ w#pyzores - $35
1999 328is VIN#ET07837  $27,900 ; 1999 528iA  vin#BY20062  $34,900
1999 328isA vin#ET37810 $26,945 1999 Z3 Roadster 2.3 vin#LF79592 $28,515 .

. ! ! 1999 528iA #BY22805 35,900
ggg g%gl VIN # FP51827 %2,388 1999 Z3 Roadster 2.3 v #LF79956 $28,350 B — - i37 -

1 VIN # FRO1656 b . 1 VvIN # GU22094 )
1999 328i n#FRO2251 $32.900 1999 M3 Convert%ble vin #EC42851 $41,900 .
1999 328i VN #FR09234  $34900 | 1999 M3 Convertible viv #ECa3020 $41,900 | 2000 528iA  vin#BV63740  $33,900
2000 3281 viN#FR20304 $34,900 | 1999 M3 Convertible v #Ec44055 $41,900 SO o
2000 328(:@ vin #JN91131  $35,900 1999 M Coupe vIN # 1060658 $32,150 2000 540i VIN#GN90961  $46,900
2000 328Ci viN #JP00321  $33,850 Sport Wagon, automatic
2000 323i Sport Wagon VIN # JM00742 $33,045 2000M Coupe P LOEIS $33’ 525 . ’
2000 323i vin#NC90522 $31,565 | 2001 Z3 Roadster 2.5 viv#LMot628 $31,525 | 1996740iL  viw#DL39186  $31,615

San Diego’s Only Center of Excellence

Directions: I-8 east to
El Cajon Blvd. exit,

12 miles from downtown.

*Financing for qualified buyers
through BMW Financial Services
NA, LLC, subject to vehicle
availability. Applies to specific
models only. Price does not
include tax, title, license,

doc. fee, or emission.

WINNER

CUNNINGHAM BMW

TORCH AWARD

Center of x
Excellence
2000 2001
2000 SAN DIEGO

www.cunninghambmw.com
e-mail: bmw@bmwauto.com

875 El Cajon Boulevard, El Cajon
888 590.3548
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MIDWAY

JEE

sStar Dealer YWINTER SALE!

P-CHRYSLER

2002 Jeep Wrangler

Great Selection!
AsLow As

.3.9% arr

?\_ On approved

~ credit, in lieu

of factory
rebate.

2002 Sebring
MSRP...corirrrerserersne $18,200
Midway Discount......-$1,798
Selling Price ... $16,402
Factory Rebate......... -$1,500
NET TO

YOUPLUS ———ro

All in stock with MSRP of $18,200.
Over 5 at this price!

#225140, #225123

2002 PT Cruiser

#309191, #309188, #309192

2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo

Aslow as 0% APR  MSRP ... $26,265
on approved credit Midway Discount ....-$2,463
/ ,'"( inlieu of Selling Price ... $23,802
. rebate.
= Factory Rebate........ -$2,500
m‘_‘hh_‘—
b *\IIIIII NET TO YOU

PLUS FEES!

2002 Chrysler Voyager EC

Dual Sliding VE

Doors

All ECs
in stock!

‘97 Mercury Tracer LS ‘97 Nissan 200SX ‘98 Hyundai Accent GSI | ‘96 Chrysler Concorde LXI | ‘97 Nissan Altima GXE | ‘99 Chevy Cavalier ‘99 Chevy Cavalier
$ ONLY s ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY
5995 | °5995 | °5,995 | °6,995 | °6995 | °6,995 | °6,995 | °6,995
#653530 #519421 #356154 #110844 #143995 #566121 #222209 #222209
‘97 Buick Century Limited | ‘97 Toyota Tacoma | ‘98 Ford Ranger SuperCab XLT| ‘00 Ford Escort ZX2 ‘96 Infiniti I30 ‘95 Ford Bronco XLT ‘98 Chrysler Sebring | ‘98 Chrysler Sebring CPE LX1
$ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY ConVeﬁ\b € ONLY $ ONLY
7995 | *7995 | ‘8,995 | ‘8,995 |*10,995 | *10,995 |*10,995 | *10,995
#143153 #226580 #A33254 #172229 #001516 #C01398 #319774 #091492
‘99 Nissan Altima GXE | ‘97 Toyota Camry LE ‘00 Chevy Tracker  [‘00 Suzuki Grand VitaraJLS | ‘00 Ford Mustang ‘00 Honda Accord LX (01 Chrysler PT Cruiser Touring| ‘00 Ford Mustang GT Convertible
$ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY gw‘- ONLY $ ONLY $ ONLY
10,995 10,995 | *10,995 | *11995 | *11,995 | *15,995 °16,995 | 17,995
#157384 #060786 #926639 #108193 #263317 #023568 #322927 #163943
777 Camino del Rio South Prices plus government
Mission Valley Auto Circle fe:-S and taxes, any financte
. charges, dealer documen
TOLL-FREE: preparation charge and
877-526-5255  wopme
charge.
Expires 2/21/02.

www.midwayjeep.com
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AVAILABLE 3 AT THIS PRica Magnetic Red Corvette 2 AT THIS PRICE L
577424/020656: 926260/020947,

In SI'OCk NOW! 926261/021053

549072/020424
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Large selection of

Certified 6.9
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CASS, AT, AC, PW, PDL, 5 SPD, CASS, AC, F&R AC, CASS, PW, PDL,
TILT, CC, V6. #631106 TILT, #198536 CC, TILT, TOW. #115130
$ $ $ 1 AT THIS PRICE AVAILAB'-E
AVAILABLE 1 AT THIS PRICE 4,997 7 ,997 1 3,397 219860/020289
423169/020694 1995 CHEVY LUMINA 1999 FORD ESCORT ZX2 1999 CHEVY BLAZER LS
CASS, AC, PW, PDL, CC, AC, CASS, ALLOYS, AT, CASS, AC, TILT, CC, ABS,
TILT, ABS, V6. #203718 SPOILER. #158821 PW, PDL. #147033
55,997 58,597 14,997
1997 FORD RANGER 1999 SATURN SL SEDAN 2001 CHEVY IMPALA
STEPSIDE, XLT, 5 SPD, CD, 5 SPD, AC, TILT. CD, AC, P SEAT, PW, PDL, TILT,
AC, SRW. #B39136 #140891 SPLR, “CERTIFIED®. #259935
55,997 58,797 14,997
1995 BUICK LE SABRE LTD 1998 NISSAN SENTRA GXE | 1998 CHEVY TAHOE 2 DR LT
CD-CASS, AC, PW, PDL, AT, AC, CASS, PW., PL, CC, SPORT, Z71, CD-CASS,
CC§TILT. #409195 ELT. #733464 AC, SPW, PDL. #129977
Wwwwwm P o 7,997 8,997 17,997 | oun gie ywwwwww
| Bonus Cash $2’002 1998 FORD CONTOUR SE 1998 CHEVY S-10 REG CAB LS 2001 NISSAN XTERRA Bonus Cash  $2,002 il I " ||
CD, AC, PW, PDL, CC, CASS, AT, AC, ABS, ALLYS, MAN, PW, PL, GC, TILT, CD, "" ||||I m, ||"" II|
$ 4 004 TILT. #247837 BDLNR. #190075 CASS, ALLOY. #541016 $ 4 004 byl
VINGS INGS
..|. ... s 57,997 59,497 18,997
| IIII ||| ' "| ’ 4
il 1998 CHEVY S-10 REG CAB 1995 JEEP WRANGLER 1999 CHRYSLER 300M
WORK TRUCK, BDLNR, CASS, 5 SPD, V/6, ALY. LTHER, (2) PS., MNRF, PW, 1 AT THIS PRICE
IN STDCK ABS, 5 SPD. #227300 #270731 PL, CC, TILT, CD. #578933 221672/020824 AVAILABLE
-
57,997 10,997 18,997
1997 CHEVY MALIBU LS 1998 PONTIAC MONTANA 2000 NISSAN FRONTIER
CD-CASS, AC, PW, PDL, CD-CASS, F&R AC, LTHR, SE, 4X4, AT, PW, PL,
CC, TILT, ABS. #129369 PW, PDL, TILT. #158330 C, TILT. #338143
57,997 11,997 21,997
2001 CHEVY METRO 1998 TOYOTA CAMRY LE 1998 BMW 528i
AT, AC, PL, “CERTIFIED”. CD-CASS, AC, PW, PDL, PREM. PKG., AT, MNRF,
#703415 MNRF, LTHR. #175196 LTHR, (2) PS. #W4811

37,997 *12,997 526,997

Most Dependuble Long-Lasting Trucks on the Road!

www.courtesysandiego.com

Courtesy %868-1018

e 4 750 Camino Del Rio North

g ALL ROADS LEAD TO COURTESY ‘g i

Residency restrictions may apply. Units subject to prior sale. On approved credit. Some rebates not compatible with incentivised interest rates. *Fees = tax, lic., doc., and tire charges. All offers expire 2/20/02.
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Cool Cars for
Cool People!

Huge Inventory of New and Used Certified VWs

Our certified pre-owned warranty is one of the best in the industry. You get a 2-
year/24,000-mile bumper-to-bumper limited warranty which includes free

Drivers waniedf

roadside assistance and service can be performed at any VW dealership in the US!

1995 Jetta Il GL Sedan 4D

1997 Jetta GLS Sedan 4D

1997 Passat GLX Sedan 4D

1998 Cabrio GL Convertible 2D
1998 Jetta GLS TDI Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GLS Sedan 4D

1998 Jetta GLX Sedan 4D

1999 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1999 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1999 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1999 New Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1999 New Jetta GL Sedan 4D

1999 New Cabrio GL Convertible 2D
1999 New Beetle GLS Hatchback 2D
1999 New Beetle GLS Hatchback 2D
1999 Passat GLS Wagon 4D

1999 Passat GLS Sedan 4D

1999 Passat GLX Sedan 4D

2000 Jetta GL Sedan 4D

2000 Jetta GLS Turbo Sedan 4D
2000 New Beetle GLS Hatchback 2D

\IIII.KSWAGEN w

vweertified
PRE-OWNED

57,595

*9,450
*13,995
*14,995
*13,495
*13,995
*11,995
*13,995
*14,495
*13,995
*16,995
*14,595
*13,995
*13,995
*14,550
*16,995
*17,795
*15,995
*16,995
21,495
*19,995
524,995
*16,995
*18,995
*16,450

#000689/#V12230
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journalism. She shrank from
asking tough questions. “I
could feel people being
uncomfortable, so I would
back oft” At UC Santa Bar-
bara, she studied English,
however, rather than yield-
ing to her parents’ convic-
tion that a business major
would be more practical.

In college, she met and
fell in love with her future
husband, now a high school
and Grossmont College
math teacher. A few years
after graduation, they mar-
ried, eventually settling in La
Mesa, his hometown. By
then Christie had decided
that technical writing might
be a way to make a living
with words. She got a job
with a local company but
before long learned how to
do computer programming
for the firm. It paid better,
and she says it provided psy-
chic payoffs too. She likes
the idea of everything fitting
into little boxes. In an alter-
nate life, she could imagine
herself designing websites
or being an interior deco-
rator, bringing order to an
untidy world.

Her study of literature
in college had consumed all
her reading time, and the
programming job further
influenced her pleasure-
reading choices. “I was a
young woman working with
alot of men in a very male
setting.” She traveled a lot,
and on airplanes and job
sites, surrounded by older
men, she wasn’t comfort-
able burying her nose in
paperbacks plastered with
images of bosomy young
women wrapped in torrid
embraces with tall, dark-
eyed men. Instead, Ridg-
way read thrillers — nov-
els by Robert Ludlum and
the like, whose covers
depicted knives dripping
with blood.

Reflecting on those
years, Ridgway feels bad that
she denied herself the plea-
sure of the books she loved.
She didn’t go back to
romances until her first son
turned two (at the end of
1990). She was still working
part-time as a programmer,
and one day an old friend
asked why she wasn’t writing.

The question made her
stop and think. Ridgway
began checking romance
books out of the library. She
recalls being “enthralled”
by some of the work of Patri-
cia Veryan. “They’re Geor-
gian-era historical romances.
I was just so taken away.

AndIthought, Tdon't care
how long it takes, or what
Thave to do,but I could learn
to do this.T'velearned to do
lots of other stuff that I
didn’t even like so much. ”

Within a short while, “T
called my mom. I called my
brother.” She announced to
them, “I'm going to be a
romance writer.” If they har-
bored doubts, no one
laughed in her face. She
joined the San Diego chap-
ter of the Romance Writ-
ers of America and began
attending a critique group
to which members brought
five pages of new writing
each week. “We would read
them to each other and com-
ment. It was fabulous! So
helpful” The other mem-
bers of the group shared
with her practical tips about
publishing within the genre,
and Ridgway says her con-
fidence began to grow. “ITt was
very much like a women’s
group.”

In the group, she com-
pleted her first novel, the
story of a one-time high
school boyfriend and girl-
friend who meet again years
after graduation. Sent off
to publishers, it brought in
her first crop of rejections.
“I probably didn’t have as
good an understanding of
story form as I do now,”
Ridgway reflects.“I remem-
ber trying to think of events:
‘Okay, they can go on a pic-
nic!’ Well, no. Plot comes
out of character; she says she
now knows. Back then, “I
probably didn’t come up
with characters that changed
enough.”

She started a second
book, though today she can’t
remember much about it.
She joined a new critique
group in which members
were challenging each other
to write as much as possi-
ble, some producing 20 pages
a week. This seemed like a
lot after the 5-page-a-week
regime. But Ridgway had
an idea she thought might
sell. At a romance writer’s
conference, she’d learned
about a new line of books
from Silhouette Books. The
editors wanted stories in
which the hero and heroine
are brought together by the
written word — an ad, for
example. “Being from Cal-
ifornia, I came up with a
message in a bottle. That
made sense to me,” Ridg-
way recalls. She began spin-
ning out the tale that later
came to be titled The Wed-
ding Date. (Its heroine,
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seething with anger over
being dumped by her fiancé,
hits the beach in search of
atall,blond,and handsome
surfer type to take to her
ex’s wedding. Growing des-
perate, she slips a cryptic
pink note into a two-liter
diet cola bottle, and this
action results in her meet-
ing Mr. Right.) About three
months after starting it,
Ridgway had a complete
manuscript in hand. “That
book sold. They were look-
ing for somethingin a very
contemporary voice,” Ridg-
way says. “And that’s what
it had”

Within the field of
romance writing, there are
two overarching subdivi-
sions: category (also called
series) books and single
titles. Ridgway explains that
The Wedding Date was one
of the former. Writers of
category books have to meet
very specific criteria.
Harlequin’s Blaze line, for
example, demands 70,000
to 75,000-word-long sto-
ries that have “a strong sex-
ual edge,” according to the
publisher’s editorial guide-

lines. Heroes and heroines
in Silhouette’s Romance line
(53,000 to 58,000 words) “-
don’t actually make love
unless married, [but] sex-
ual tension is vitally impor-
tant,” the guidelines state.
In contrast, the (manda-
tory) Christian characters
in all Steeple Hill Love
Inspired stories (70,000 to
75,000 words) have “sweet
romances” in which “any
physical interactions (i.e.,

rFiw

kissing, hugging). . .empha-
size emotional tenderness
rather than sexual desire.”
In Mills & Boon Medical
Romances (50,000 to 55,000
words), “An exploration of
patients and their illness is
permitted, but not in such
numbers as to overwhelm
the growing love story.”
More than just their
short length and circum-
scribed content character-
ize the category offerings,

O

Ridgway says. They’re also
marketed in distinctive fash-
ion, more like periodicals
than books. The publish-
ersrelease a certain number
of titles, usually four to six,
in each line every month.
They mail some as a pack-
age directly to subscribing
readers. Storeowners can
pick and choose what to
order from among these
monthly offerings, but Ridg-
way says many don’t dis-
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criminate. They’re buying a
commodity: the explicit sex-
ual romps of Blaze; the deco-
rous Steeple Hill romances.
“Then the next month
comes around, and those
books are all pulled off the
shelves and replaced with
the new ones. Sort of like a
magazine.”

A single-title romance
book, in contrast, “is not a
prepackaged thing,” Ridg-
way says. Longer and wider-
ranging in their content,
these books receive more
marketing attention from
the publishers, who display
their offerings in catalogs
and send sample covers to
bookstore owners. The store-
keepers in turn base their
decisions on such factors as
how well each author has
sold for them before and
how attractive the cover is.
“The cover makes a big dif-
ference about how some-
thing is going to sell,” says
Roscom, who orders more
copies of volumes bearing
crisp, attention-grabbing
art.

Ridgway points out that
single-title books have some
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drawbacks compared to
their category counterparts.
“I have to tell you that
Harlequin/Silhouette [the
colossus of the category-
book publishers] is great to
work for. They pay really
well, and when you go out
under the Harlequin/Sil-
houette umbrella, people
know what they’re getting.”
In contrast, “In the single-
title world, hey, it’s you by
yourself, hoping that some-
one recognizes you. They’ve
never seen your name before.
Why would they buy your
book over someone else’s?
It doesn’t have that auto-
matic draw.”

So she was delighted
when within six months of
her first book being accepted,
she sold another category
novel to Silhouette’s Yours
Truly line, this one using
the device of a groom get-
ting a note calling off the
wedding as he was in the
dressing room preparing
for the ceremony. “I had
kind of figured it out. I was
getting it — understand-
ing the form,” Ridgway says.
Four more sales to Yours
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Truly ensued, though over
time the publisher dropped
the written-word gimmick.
In 1999 Ridgway shifted to
writing for Silhouette’s Spe-
cial Edition category, a
homey line in which the
typical heroine is the woman
next door. “She’s not going
to have a job as a spy. She’s
going to work at the
preschool or as a caterer.
Thatkind of hearthy thing”

Around the same time,
at the urging of her literary
agent, she ventured into the
single-title arena. “In terms
of ultimately becoming a
multimillion-dollar famous
author, you have to move
to single-title because only
the single titles get the widest
distribution in the most
locations.” Ridgway felt as
if she were starting over
again. “The books are much
longer, and I was writing
for a somewhat different
audience with different
expectations.” Her heart
sank when her editor rejected
the first 100 pages she sub-
mitted, asking her to go
deeper, hit everything harder,
make every disappointment
more wrenching. “I think
probably I had been just
skating over the surface of

ATE&T Network

the emotions,” she reflects
today. Ridgway rewrote the
beginning, and the book at
last reached publication in
February 2000 under the
title Wish You Were Here.
Set on a fictional island
off the coast of Southern
California, it tells the story
of ajet-jockey-turned-astro-
naut who flees to the island
to recover after being tem-
porarily blinded in a car
accident. There he falls under
the spell of the sexy and
beautiful woman who runs
the bed-and-breakfast where
he’s hiding out from
reporters. “It’s a home-
body/wanderer story. She’s
the homebody. She’s some-
body who won’t leave an
island because she feels she’s
only safe there. In fact the
name of the island is Abrigo,
which means shelter in Span-
ish. And he’s somebody
who’s not only wandered
the earth but the universe.
His name is Yeager Gates,
because he’s the gate to the
world for her” By the end
of the book, the heroine is
willing to leave, but the hero
chooses to stay on the island
and start a flying service.
“I love all my single
titles, like, desperately,” Ridg-

way confesses. “It stabs me
in the heart, I love them so
much.” She followed up the
astronaut book with the Los
Angeles—based romance
between the software mogul
and the well-endowed vin-
tage-clothing vendor. That
book gave Ridgway her first
experience with seeing her
name on a best-seller list.
For one week, This Perfect
Kiss occupied the 126th slot
on USA Today’s compila-
tion of the top-selling 150
books in the United States.

Ridgway’s third single-

Verizon Network

title effort, First Comes Love,
came out last month and
made it up to number 117
on the USA Today list. For
this book, she kept the action
in California but shifted the
focus to a small town loosely
modeled after Nevada City.
“The heroine works in a lit-
tle living-history district
where people dress in cos-
tume and live supposedly
like they did in the Gold
Rush time.” To make it inter-
esting, Ridgway decided that
many of the townsfolk
should be descendants of

the original settlers. The
heroine is the great-great-
great-granddaughter of the
madame who once ran the
local brothel. “So who would
the hero be?” the author
asks. “Of course he has to be
the descendant of the first
lawman in the town. I mean,
it just goes.”

Two characters who are
peripheral in this book will
move to center stage in Ridg-
way’s next single-title book,
scheduled for publication
in January 2003. She says
romances never follow a

character or characters
through a series of books
the way mysteries (and often
thrillers) do. The happy-
ever-after endings preclude
that. By the final page, all
the tension has drained away;
the quest for true love has
been fulfilled. But looser
linkages are a common
romance convention.
Harlequin, for example,
publishes one popular “con-
tinuity series” called Mon-
tana Mavericks. The more
than 30 books that consti-
tute it are all set within the
same fictional Montana
town. Authors, including
Ridgway (who was asked to
write one of the latest install-
ments), have to follow writ-
ten guidelines known as
“The Bible.” Ridgway
received a one-page outline
of what she was expected
to write. It described the
heroine’s conflict, as well as
how the lovers needed to
meet. The outline dictated
that a lesser character needed
to get food poisoning at a
wedding (in order to pave
the way for developments in
alater book). Ridgway says
that the experience was a
bit like writing a soap-opera
installment.
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Although Ridgway has
moved outside California
for at least one other book
(set in Oklahoma), she’s
never traveled back in time
or into other dimensions
(such as space or the para-
normal) the way some of
her peers do. Pressed to clas-
sify her writing, she refrains
from calling it romantic
comedy “because I think
that undercuts the emo-
tional content.” But com-
edy is “a pivotal element in
everything I write. There
are usually some real
comedic scenes.” Also, “The
characters always have a
sense of humor, so there’ll
be moments when you smile
to yourself, or hopefully
even laugh out loud”

Sex is another univer-
sal element in her work.
None are “sweet romances,’
she says, referring to the
chaste narratives in which
“the characters don’t con-
summate their feelings for
one another.” In Ridgway’s
work, “They do. And with
detail and using ‘The
Words. ” She says when she
decided to become a
romance writer she knew
she would have to write such
scenes. She enjoyed read-
ing them in other people’s
books, and not to include
them in her own work some-
how “wouldn’t be fair.”

Creating fictional sex
has demanded a certain
amount of revelation and
vulnerability, she acknowl-
edges. “You would assume
that if P'm writing about a
particular sex act that T atleast
think I’ve done it before.” A
self-conscious laugh res-

Package includes:

cues her from her tangled
syntax. “But I've gotten more
comfortable with it, and I
think I've gone even farther
with it than I thought would
be possible. Because it’s
always about the charac-
ters. And they aren’t me.
When I'm writing a love
scene, I really don’t think
it’s me. I think it’s a story
about the characters, so I
don’t feel uncomfortable.”

Forcing one’s characters
to keep their clothes on can
be challenging, Jill Limber
attests. Limber is the cur-
rent copresident of the local
romance writer’s chapter.
A friendly, down-to-earth
woman who lives on a gra-
cious street in the upper
reaches of Mission Hills,
Limber studied behavioral
science in the late 1960s at
San Diego State and worked
in management for the
phone company before get-
ting pregnant with her first
child in 1974.“I took a very
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long maternity leave that
lasted, oh, 18 years,” Limber
says. She always read a lot.
Autobiography, popular fic-
tion, nonfiction, particu-
larly history — all this she
enjoys, but since her col-
lege days, at least half her
reading has consisted of
romance. “I've always been
a sucker for a good love
story,” she says, “whether it
be a movie or a book or
someone telling how they
met their husband” At some
point, the flash of insight
that launches so many
romance-writing careers
struck her: the thought that
she could figure out how to
tell such stories herself.
But where to start? Her
solution was to enroll in a
master’s program in cre-
ative writingat UCSD. Under
the tutelage of a professor
who “was very accepting of
all the genres,” she began
crafting a romance novel
and took other classes that

Comp
One-Year Pager
Package Only

Mary Roscom

interested her, then decided
to drop out of the program
and concentrate on writ-
ing. Limber figures she
worked on that first book,
ayarn about Civil War spies,
for five or six years, writing
and rewriting it and feeling
some despair as it accu-
mulated an inch-thick file
of rejections. “They did get
nicer and nicer over time,”
she notes. But she finally set
her first effort aside. She
resolved to give her career
as a romance writer one
more chance. She would
start a second book, and if
it didn’t get published, she
would expand the catering
business she had dabbled
in for years.

Limber outlined a story
about a feisty young woman
whose cattle-rancher father
dies leaving a will that
requires her to get married
or lose the land. The hero-
ine finds an unlikely can-
didate for this marriage of

lete
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convenience, a man facing
the gallows, and true to the
well-worn format, he ends
up winning her heart. Lim-
ber blasted through a rough
draft of this story in six
weeks, then queried several
publishers about it right
before the 1996 Christmas
holidays. HarperCollins
astonished her by asking to
see the full manuscript just
two weeks later. “I very
quickly finished the book,
and a couple weeks later,
they bought it. And my cater-
ing business went down the
drain!”

Further sweetening this
news was the fact that the
publisher wanted the book
for a summer promotion
and so printed 98,000 copies
that were sold for a special
price of $3.99, versus the
$4.99 that was more stan-
dard for paperbacks of that
size at that time. Because of
the large print run, Limber
wound up making more
from the sale than do most
first-time authors, who can
make as little as $1000 or
less. Pressed for details about
how much money romance
writers earn, Limber hesi-
tates. “It’s kind of an unspo-
ken rule that you just don’t
talk about it.” Even within
the romance writer’s orga-
nization, little discussion of
the subject takes place, she
says. Sometimes a woman
will say that she just got a
“really great” advance, but
“I don’t know what that
means,” Limber confesses.
The advance that Limber
received for her current
(fifth) book “is double what
I got for my first book, but

it still is only $6000. So when
somebody says, T got a really
fabulous advance, I don’t
know if they mean that
they’ve been getting $1500
advances and then they got
a $6000 advance. You just
don’t know.” Whenever a
newcomer declares her inten-
tion of making a living at
romance writing, Limber
tries to be straightforward
about the likelihood of suc-
cess at that. Some writers
do earn $100,000 or more
per year, but not many. “If
somebody has unreason-
able expectations, I might just
say, ‘Hey, look, can you live
on $10K a year? At least for
the first couple of years?” ”

Nonetheless, the news
of her first sale, in 1997,
buoyed her spirits and
inspired her to pull out her
Civil War spy story and
rewrite it yet again. It sold
to the Kensington Publish-
ing Corporation in 1999.
“Then I decided that the
historical market was getting
weak, so I wrote a contem-
porary and sold that one.”

Limber’s first three
books included sex scenes
that she classifies as “very
sensual” She no longer recalls
if Romantic Times maga-
zine rated them according
to its scale, which runs from
Sweet (“May or may not
include lovemaking. No
explicit sex”) through Sen-
sual, Very Sensual, and Spicy,
up to Sexy (“Borders on
erotic. Very graphic sex”).
Limber’s fourth book,
another contemporary
romance, would probably
have fallen at the hotter end
of the spectrum, but one
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day she heard a talk that
made her reconsider her
strategy. One of the
Harlequin/Silhouette edi-
tors, describing the Silhou-
ette Romance line, was mak-
ing the point that “often-
times authors will include
sex scenes when actually the
story might be better suited
to having more sexual ten-
sion rather than actual sex,”
Limber recalls. Hearing this,
she thought about the hero-
ine she was in the process
of developing: a beautiful
25-year-old woman who
would be making her way
from Seattle to New York
after being dumped by her
fiancé. Limber was plan-
ning to get this girl stuck in
Montana, where, to earn
some money, she would take
a job working as a nanny
for a rancher. He was going
to need a nanny because his
wife would have run off
with his brother, leaving
behind their ten-month-
old baby. (“Tjust happened

to have a ten-month-old
grandson at the time I was
writing it,” Limber confides.
“He was my model.”)

Limber realized that
this story might fall under
the rubric the editor was
describing. “I pitched it to
her at the conference, and
she said to send it to her”
Omitting the sex scenes
“worked out well because
the gal had just been jilted
and wasn’t interested in a
relationship. She thought
she was moving on.” The
hero, in turn, was reeling
from the betrayal by his wife
and brother. “So it made
sense in this story that these
two people could be very,
very attracted to each other,
but for personal reasons
they would say, T'm just not
going to do that.”

The 15-Pound Match-
makeris scheduled for release
this coming May, and last
December, Limber sold
another book proposal to
the Silhouette Romance line.

At the time of the sale, she
knew what would bring the
hero (a former Navy SEAL
working as a handyman)
and heroine (an aspiring
children’s writer who hires
him to help her with a house
renovation) together, but
“How I'm going to keep
them from sleeping together

is going to be interesting,”
she disclosed, adding, “it is
very difficult for me to have
two healthy, young, single
adults together on the page
throughout the book with-
out consummating the
relationship.”

The switch from his-
torical to contemporary
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romance also has contin-
ued to be challenging.
Whereas the dialogue in his-
toricals tends to be “more
stilted and formal,” Limber
says, “In a contemporary,
it’s very snappy and upbeat.
I’'m 53 years old, and snappy
young dialogue is some-
thing I don’t do.” She gets

around this problem in a
variety of ways. She presses
her twentysomething son
and daughter for current
parlance. She watches Daw-
son’s Creek;, the Gilmore Girls,
Buffy the Vampire Slayer.
“That’s very helpful. You
have to stay really tuned in
to the younger culture.”
To the charge that
romance writing is formu-
laic, Limber counters that “it
no more has a formula than
mysteries do.” In the detec-
tive genre, “You have to solve
the mystery by the end of the
book.” In romance, pub-
lishers make a promise to
their readers that their books
“will be a love story and will
have a happy ending.”
Beyond that, Limber enu-
merates a few other prin-
ciples underpinning the
genre. “In any romance, the
characters have to be on
opposite sides of an issue
or in opposition to each
other.” She says a classic
example might involve
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bringing together an envi-
ronmentalist and a land
developer. “And then they
have to find a way to work
itout. Otherwise, you don’t
have a story. Like my hus-
band and me: Boy meets
girl. They fall in love. They
get married. They live hap-
pily ever after. There’s not
much of a story there,” Lim-
ber says with a wry smile.
She says romance writ-
ers also understand “that a
lot of romance readers do
not want to get heavily into
controversial subject mat-
ter. You want entertainment.
You want to get away from
real life” Furthermore, within
the books, “There’s a real
moral code.” Danielle Steel
falls outside the pale because
her books have ambivalent
endings, and the characters
often do unheroic things.
In romance, “A heroine
would never have an affair,”
Limber says. “A hero would
never walk away from a
child, even if it was con-
ceived during a one-night
stand.... Part of the fantasy
of romance readers is that
they become the characters
that are in the book” Lim-
ber laughs at the memory
of a comment made by her
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husband when he first began
proofreading her work. “He
said, ‘You know, I’'m not
sure a guy would say this’ ”
She retorted, “This is why
women read romance!
Because the guys say what
we need for them to say.
These are our heroes!”
The hero’s point of view
is an essential fixture of the
romantic terrain, the writ-
ers point out; some have
even argued that it’s the men
who carry the books. Laura
Kinsale, a former petroleum
geologist who left the oil
business and produced a
string of historical best-sell-
ers, starting in the late 1980s,
argues in a 1992 collection
of essays about romance
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writing (Dangerous Men
and Adventurous Women:
Romance Writers on the
Appeal of the Romance) that
“as she identifies with a hero,
awoman can become what
she takes joy in, can realize
the maleness in herself, can
experience the sensation of
living inside a body suffused
with masculine power and
grace...can explore anger
and ruthlessness and passion
and pride and honor and
gentleness and vulnerabil-
ity.... Inshort, she can bea
man.”

Another essay in the
collection tackles the genre’s
much-ridiculed language.
“Descriptive passages are
regularly culled from
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romance novels and read
aloud with great glee and
mockery by everybody from
college professors to talk
show hosts,” write Linda
Barlow (a one-time lecturer
in English at Boston Col-
lege) and Jayne Ann Krentz
(a.k.a. Amanda Quick, a for-
mer academic and corpo-
rate librarian). “You would
think that we romance nov-
elists would have the wit to
clean up our act.... Yet we
persist in penning sentences
like ‘Caught up in the ten-
der savagery of love...she
saw him, felt him, knewhim
in a manner that, for an
instant, transcended the
physical. It was as if their
souls yearned toward each

other and, in a flash of glory,
merged and became one.

“Are we woefully deriva-
tive and unoriginal?” Bar-
low and Krentz ask. “Do
our editors force us to write
this way?” Rather, they argue
that such language repre-
sents a code “clearly under-
stood by readers but opaque
to others.” The effusive
imagery and “Lush use of
symbols, metaphors, and
allusion is emotionally pow-
erful as well as mythologi-
cally evocative.. .. Each word
conjures up vivid images in
the minds of the readers,
and the combination of so
many evocative phrases in
ashort passage of prose cre-
ates for the reader a dynamic,
multilayered intellectual
and emotional gestalt....
Like a secret handshake, the
codes make the reader feel
that she is part of a group.”

When Janet Welling-
ton decided to become a
romance writer, she couldn’t
have been more of an out-
sider. She hadn’t read a sin-
gle romance novel. Yet her
example illustrates how a
diligent newcomer can not
only crack the code but
reproduce it well enough
to sell her work.

For the past 7 years,
Wellington has been an exec-
utive assistant and secre-
tary at San Diego Hospice,
but “T have lived many lives
in my short 46 years,” she says
with alaugh. Raised in Wis-
consin and Illinois, she was
a hairstylist before moving
to San Diego in 1983. Once
here, she stayed in the beauty
business for a while, then
switched to doing market-
ing for a series of enterprises
ranging from a local nutri-
tion foundation to the
Broadway department store.
One day in 1992 she hap-
pened to read an article
about local romance writ-
ers. This came at a time
when she had begun to yearn
to write fiction. But it was
very clear to her that she
also wanted to see her work
published. “And that pushed
me into romance because of
the statistics,” she says.
“They’re always looking for
new writers because they
publish so many darn books.
The statistics are huge!”

The first romances she
read repulsed her. “I prob-
ably got them at a garage
sale or something. They
were really old — some-
thing our grandmothers
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would have been reading.”
Undeterred, Wellington
enrolled in a half-day class
at thelocal Learning Annex
taught by an Orange County
writer named Diane Per-
shing. Wellington says when
she later read some of Per-
shing’s books, she loved
them. “They were about
women solving problems.
They were not about
inequality. They were about
equalizing partnership.” In
one of the books, the hero-
ine was a little chubby. “She
was a little older than the
guy. They were of different
religions.” Wellington’s pre-
conceptions vanished, and
in 1995 she joined the San
Diego and Orange County
chapters of the Romance
Writers of America and gave
herself a deadline: “If I didn’t
sell a book in five years, I
wouldn’t permit myself to
sink any more money into
it. Because I was buying
books. I got a computer. I
was going to conferences.”

Dreaming up a story
proved easy. “One day I was

have been really exciting,” she
remembers thinking. What
must life here have been
like? This “germ of an idea
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misunderstanding behind
the intended mayhem, bed-
ded the barman, seen him
murdered — and met his
modern-day reincarnation
(after she’s been returned
to the present day).
Although the book was
easy to write, Wellington
soon learned that paranor-
mal romance is one of the
hardest forms of romance
to sell. “The readership is
extremely loyal,” she says.
“But it’s also a very small
sector of the romance mar-
ket””So she resolved to “learn
how to write a contempo-
rary romance — because
of the bigger market share.”
To the task of produc-
ing such a tale, Wellington
applied herself with the dili-
gence of an honor student.
“I remember taking ten
books from within one line
and reading the first three
chapters of each of those
books and figuring out how
much is dialogue. How often
are the hero and heroine
together? Where was the
first description of her? Of
him? I analyzed those first
three chapters to under-
stand the ebb and flow.” She
studied first lines and finally
decided to open her book

with this one: “All I need is
one cowboy for one night.
No problem.”

Wellington had learned
that cowboys still play a cen-
tral role in the fantasy lives
of many American women.
She wanted to exploit that,
but at the same time, “I
wanted to do something a
little different.” So she made
Jared, her leading male char-
acter, a San Diego County
llama rancher. “He still has
all the attributes of a cow-
boy, yet I was able to put
my own stamp on it.” She
gave him an adorable 5-year-
old daughter and an ex-wife
whose career as a flight atten-
dant had engaged her more
than had motherhood. Lacey,
the 32-year-old heroine, was
“the working manager of a
mall-based hair salon,” an
occupation that enabled
Wellington to milk her own
haircutting experience. The
story opens at the “Rockin’
Ranch country music bar,”
where the inhibited hero-
ine has gone to seek bach-
elor cowboys to participate
in the mall’s “Most Eligible
Bachelor charity auction.”

In March 1998, Welling-
ton sold this story to the
Kensington publishing com-

pany’s new Precious Gem
line. Kensington’s unortho-
dox plan for marketing its
Precious Gem books was
to sell them only in Wal-
Mart stores and price them
at $1.96. Wellington’s work
appeared on Wal-Mart’s
shelves in September 1998
under the title Bachelor for
Sale. Behind its hot pink

hot, moist entrance” and
they ride “wave after wave
of ecstasy”” Fifty-three pages
later, he asks her to marry
him, and in the epilogue
she’s rubbing her pregnant
belly. “She was the luckiest
woman on earth — mar-
ried to the perfect man, the
perfect little angel girl, and
anew bundle of joy to add

Cowboys still
play a central
role in the fan-
tasy lives of
many American

women.

cover, the pace of the action
is swift. By page 9, Lacey
has stumbled by accident
into Jared’s arms. The two
wind up on a sheepskin rug,
taking their clothes off, by
page 113.“You're so wet, so
hot,” he whispers four pages
later. They discuss using a
condom, but both have had
HIV tests, so she guides “his
[unprotected] shaft to her

to their perfect little fam-
ily,” Lacey concludes in the
second to the last paragraph.
(In the last one, he’s urging
her to go back to bed with
him.)

For a while, Welling-
ton’s career seemed as if it
might move forward with
similar speed. Before Bach-
elor was even published,
Kensington gave Welling-

ton the go-ahead to write
a second contemporary
story, this one about the
operator of a gourmet cookie
shop in Coronado. And six
months later, the Jove divi-
sion of Berkeley Publish-
ing bought Wellington’s
time-travel fantasy. In March
2000, it appeared under the
name Forever Rose and the
author threw herself into
the task of promoting it.

Wellington loves this
aspect of being a romance
writer. When her Precious
Gem books came out, she
arranged visits to every Wal-
Mart in the county. “Tt was
a blast! They set me up at
the front of the store, and I
greeted everybody as they
came in. I sold alot of books”
Wellington’s private goal
was to sell at least one book
to a man at every appear-
ance. She says she found “if
I could get them to stand
there for five minutes and
listen to me, typically they
would buy one.”

With the appearance
of Forever Rose, Welling-
ton’s promotional efforts
grew even more elaborate.
She created a brothel tour
in the Gaslamp Quarter;
organized Wyatt Earp walks.

Out of paper doilies, she
fashioned page-corner-hug-
ging bookmarks to which she
affixed clear stickers bear-
ing the words, “Escape,
Explore, Imagine...Read!
www.janetwellington.com.”
She printed up cards in
which she invited readers
to curl up with Forever Rose
and a cup of tea. To the
inside of each card, she sta-
pled a shiny packet of
chamomile, ready for
steeping.

The publicity work did
keep her away from writ-
ing, one factor Wellington
cites in explaining why she
hasn’t sold anything since
Forever Rose came out two
years ago. Another was her
decision to develop her own
Learning Annex program:
“How to Write Romance
Novels That Sell.” Welling-
ton says she’s given this class
three times in the past two
years. She dismisses the
notion that her students
might become her rivals.
She thinks the genre is big
enough to accommodate
any author who’s willing to
work hard and persevere.
“I honestly believe in my
heart that there’s plenty of
business there,” she says.
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“Or else I wouldn’t share.”

The mutual support
that exists among the local
romance writers, new and
experienced, seems as much
a hallmark of the genre as
all the smoldering glances,
hard thighs, and heaving
breasts. In San Diego alone,
at least ten critique groups
hold regular meetings. For
participants, the relation-
ships they form in these
groups can feel “like a mar-
riage,” attests Oceanside res-
ident Judy Duarte.

Duarte has been a
member of such a group
for about five years. Early
one recent Sunday morning,
three of the four regular
members piled into a booth
at the Coco’s restaurant just
off Interstate 5 at Encinitas
Boulevard. Both Duarte and
Sylvia Mendoza had brought
written material to share.
The third woman, Chris
Green, offered an excuse for
coming empty-handed. An
eighth-grade teacher at the
Wilson Academy Middle
School in City Heights, she
explained that she was tak-
ing a professional class for
which she’d had to write a
paper the day before. “It’s
really been cutting into my
time,” she lamented.

“But normally you write
a lot!” her colleagues reas-
sured her.

Green (who uses “Crys-
tal” instead of Chris as her
prenom de plume) might be
a model for the cover of a
romance book. She’s 34,
with pretty features and a
head of strawberry-blond
hair that tumbles down to
the middle of her back. “My
parents used to read
romance. Even my dad,” she
says. As a teenager, she too
got addicted to the genre
and made her first attempt
at contributing to it when
she was 19. “T’ll never sub-
mit [that manuscript] any-
where, but it was a good
exercise,” she says. Green
got more serious about pub-
lishing five years ago, when
shejoined Duarte’s critique
group. Encouraged by the
feedback from her fellow
members, she’s managed to
sell four books. Three have
been set within a little town
that Green thinks of as part
Mayberry, part Twilight
Zone.

The last two years have
also been encouraging ones
for Mendoza. The mother
of three children (ages 9
through 14), she worked
for years as a freelance jour-

nalist before deciding to
diversify into fiction. Her
break in the romance realm
came when she was selected
to be one of the launching
authors for a new line of
books from Pinnacle called
Encanto. The initial con-
cept was for each Encanto
volume to include English

and Spanish translations of
the same story. Mendoza
produced two San
Diego—based tales for this
bulky format, before soar-
ing paper costs made Pin-
nacle abandon it. Since then,
Mendoza has landed a con-
tract from Encanto to write
three interconnected English-
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only books. The heroes of
these books are all Mexi-
can-Americans who go into
the Navy. “The first one’s a
commander on a carrier,
the second is a Blue Angels
pilot, and the third isa SEAL”

Until last year, that left
Duarte as the only mem-
ber of the group who hadn’t

yet sold a book. She says her
attitude toward this turn of
events was philosophical.
“Somebody’s going to sell
first. And it doesn’t neces-
sarily mean that anyone is
better or more advanced.
One of us will hit the New
York Times best-seller list
first, and maybe that will

o+ 1

+

be me.”

Still, Duarte admits to
feeling relief and excitement
when a Silhouette Special
Edition editor called on May
7,2001, to declare her inten-
tion of publishing Duarte’s
story about the love that
develops between an incog-
nito heiress and a Texas cow-
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boy (who happens to be a
single father). This book is
scheduled to appear on local
bookshelves next month.
She got word of her second
sale at the beginning of
December and since then
has been trying to bring
another big idea to life.
Duarte envisions writing a
series of books to which
she’s given the working title
“Logan’s Heroes.” The hero
of each book would be a
young man from a trou-
bled childhood who has
grown up and made good
after being mentored by a
tenderhearted cop named
Harry Logan. Scanning the
proposal that Duarte brought
with her on the recent Sun-
day morning, Green praised
the Oceanside resident for
remedying a shortcoming
that had appeared in an ear-
lier version. In response to
Green’s criticism, Duarte
had come up with a satis-
fying explanation for why
one of the heroes had com-
mitted arson as a youth.
(She’d decided that he had
burned the building where
his evil stepfather had sold
drugs.)

Green also gently sug-
gested that Duarte might
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cut a few of the references
to coffee-drinking that
Duarte had scattered through
her sample chapter in a
veiled effort to build sexual
tension.

“Oh, I loved the cof-
fee references!” Mendoza
interjected.

“No, I think I may
have overdone it,” Duarte
murmured.

Mendoza was working
on a proposal aimed at
Harlequin’s newest line —
one that the women
described as Chick Lit rather
than Romance. “You
know —your Bridget Jones’s
Diary—type book,” Green
explained.

Sensing opportunity,
both Green and Mendoza
were hoping to write books
for the line, but in the pro-
posal Mendoza was devel-
oping, she was having trou-
ble juggling the multiple
points of view she thought
the editors wanted. After
reading Mendoza’s pages,
Green offered several sug-
gestions to help readers keep
the characters straight, as
well as praise for the way
Mendoza’s material was
shaping up. “After the first
few pages, the writing gets

Repeat of a sellout.

NEW 2001
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in boxes, education department overstock.

really clean and the pace is
snappier,” Green said.

Mendoza confessed that
the vagueness of the pub-
lisher’s guidelines for the
new line still made her ner-
vous. “It’s pretty wide open.”

“I think they want mis-
adventures of the dating
life,” Green stated. “I think
they want a quirky heroine
who’s searching for that job
and that defining moment
in her life that’s going to
shape her”

The subject of Harle-
quin’s new line came up
again in conversation one
week later at a conference
sponsored by the local chap-
ter of the Romance Writ-
ers of America. Held at the
Quality Inn in Mission Val-
ley, this event drew about
50 women and 1 man. For
the better part of a day,
they sat at banquet tables
strewn with chocolates
wrapped in shiny foil. They
complained to one another
about their editors’ slowness
in replying to proposals.
They speculated about how
September’s terrorist attacks
and the subsequent war
would affect the romance
industry. Most felt confi-
dent that a heightened crav-
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ing for escapism would help
the business.

During a brief business
meeting, the women
applauded the jubilant
announcements of two of
their comrades of recent
book sales. Then they set-
tled in to listen to the speak-
ers. First to take the podium
was Linda Lael Miller, a
plump, late-middle-aged,
self-described “barn god-
dess”who lives on a remote
Arizonaranch. The author
of 60 novels that have
spawned some 20 million
books in print, Miller con-
fided, “Seventy percent of
the time I feel like an abso-
lute beginner.... The strug-
gle is renewed with each
book”

Elda Minger faced the
group next. Minger is a
fortysomething L.A. resi-
dent with pale skin and long,
straight dark hair that she
wears parted down the mid-
dle. She talks fast in a low,
mellifluous voice, and on
this occasion she dressed all
in black. Minger has a rep-
utation for writing bold,
provocative sex scenes, and
the conference program
made it sound as if she would
pontificate on this topic.

Instead, she offered a lively
if rambling monologue that
touched upon everything
from medieval Japan to
astrology. (The latter, she
suggested, could provide
any writer with “gorgeous,
gorgeous archetypes.”)
Last to speak was thin,
blond Suzanne Forster, who
has published close to 30
books over the past 17 years.
“Go to what’s burning in
your soul, or you won't fuel
a career,” she counseled.
“Core fantasies” within the
romance genre included the
“soul-mate fantasy;” the “inti-
mate-stranger fantasy,” the
Ugly Duckling fantasy, and
tales of rags to riches. “These
are the secret dreams or
secret weapons that can turn
an average story into a best-
seller,” she declared.
Christie Ridgway was
among those who attended
the day-long conference.
Afterward, she judged it
“excellent.” She added, “I
could listen to Elda Minger
talk for hours. I could sitin
aroom, and she could just
talk to me for days and days.
She’s so interesting!” Even
when a conference features
less-accomplished writers,
“Sitting with a group of peo-

ple and talking in general
is so fun,” Ridgway said. She
loves discussing romance
books with kindred spirits.
“Because I don’t really meet
alot of people in my other
life who love romance the
way [ do”

Ridgway says it’s got-
ten harder and harder for her
to find the time to attend
conferences. In order to pro-
duce the two to three books
a year that she’s been sell-
ing, she has to write every
day, including weekends.
Often, she logs an eight-
hour day both Saturday and
Sunday. “The book is always
there,” she explains. “There’s
always something you can
do.” Still, she wants to con-
tinue gathering with her fel-
low writers even if she does
one day become a perma-
nent fixture on national
best-seller lists.

What's the likelihood
that Ridgway will produce
a book devoured by mil-
lions of readers? Nora
Roberts, Julie Garwood,
Johanna Lindsey, Amanda
Quick — these women and
a few dozen other writers
can boast that accomplish-
ment and have earned the
riches that go along with it.
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Ridgway would appear to
have atleast a chance at join-
ing them. She says she’s now
making as much money as
when she was programming
computers. She’s winning
book contracts on the
strength of brief proposals.
Her books have been pub-
lished in 19 countries. Fans
write her letters.

Still, Ridgway says she’s
almost afraid to make best-
seller status a goal. “Too
many elements are out of
your control,” she explains.
“Too many things can hap-
pen. Say your book comes
out September 11. How
many copies are going to
be sold? Boom!” The next
book’s orders will be based
on the sales of the previous
one. “Or you can discover —
too late — that everybody
hates books set in the Gold
Country. But you didn’t
know. You thought it was a
good idea” In the end, she’s
concluded, “You just can’t
think about it too much. I
think you've got to just write
the best book you can at
that moment.”

She can’t imagine ever
leaving behind the romance
field. “It’s what I love,” she
explains, and its constraints
have never bothered her. “I
want to write about men
and women who come to an
understanding and build a
love relationship. That speaks
to me in my life.” To those
who would criticize the genre
for being something less
than literature, she points out,
“It’s called mass-market fic-
tion for a reason. It’s fiction
that appeals to a mass num-
ber of people. It’s story-
telling. I'm not writing a
book to show off my liter-
ary skills. But on the other
hand, I don’t try to dumb
down my books ever; I use
the vocabulary that T use in
my daily life. And 'm a well-
educated person.”

Ridgway says she’s never
understood how anyone
could denigrate romance.
Romance writers believe in
the union of one man and
one woman. And Ridgway
thinks when a man and
woman come together,
something greater than the
two individuals results. She
thinks that’s how people
become heroic in life, and
she wonders how anyone
could disparage it. “What
part of ‘one man, one
woman, love, happy-ever-
after’ don’t they like?” It all
sounds good to her.m

— Jeannette De Wyze
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Chapters 10 (continued)
11 &12

Corpus of
Joe Bailey

With graduation in sight, Joe Bailey’s hopes turn to

heartache when his fantasies about football, fraterni-
ties, and the future collide with college costs, a
pin’s promise gone sour, and a world at war.

vi: Joe

As the elevator doors slid shut Joe heard the rapid
thudding sound of Con’s heels going down the
hall. The elevator jolted and started upward, and
he closed his eyes and leaned forward until his
forehead was against the cold metal of the wall. The
elevator mounted slowly, stopped with another
jolt, the doors slid open, but still he leaned there
with his eyes closed, feeling tired, sick to his stom-
ach, hopeless. He had been serious tonight, had meant
it when he had said they were through, and Con
had not understood; and now it was just put oft
till tomorrow.

He went down the long carpeted hallway to
his room. He couldn’t remember who it was sleep-
ing in the other bed, and he sat down on his own
and laboriously removed his shoes and socks. He
stood up to take off the tuxedo he had borrowed
and the stiff shirt he had bought, and dropped
them in a heap on top of the shoes. The room was
a light gray now. He lay down on the bed in his
shorts and covered his face with his forearm. It
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seemed a long time before
he could go to sleep, and
then a very short time
before he woke with a vio-
lent twitch. Bill Strafford
was sitting on the edge of
the other bed, his fingers
scratching through his
tousled black hair.

“You look awful,” Bill
said.

“What time is it?”

“Ten-thirty. You want
to take a shower first?”

“Go ahead,” Joe said.

“When’d you get to
bed? It must’ve been after
three”

“Go take your shower, will you? I can’t stand to lis-
ten to us talk”

While Bill showered and shaved, Joe lay on his bed,
staring up at the ceiling. He thought about and tried
not to think about last night, which now was all a drunken,
angry, bitter muddle of unhappiness. Last night it had
all seemed so tragically romantic, but now, sober, it was
just hopeless and stupid. He cursed dispassionately and
yelled, “How about hurrying the hell up?”

San Francisco—Oakland Bay Bridge, 1940

When he had shaved and dressed he phoned Con.
“How about breakfast?”

“T’ll be down in just a minute,” Con said. “Joe, I've
got a terrific idea.”

“What?”

“T’ll tell you at breakfast. Where shall I meet you?”

“T’ll be in the lobby,” he said.

He rose as she came out of the elevator. She moved
across the tiles toward him, smiling, carrying her suit-
case in one hand, her purse in the other, her coat draped
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over her shoulders. There
were dark circles under
her eyes, and her mouth
looked very red. She made
him sit down again and
then sat on the arm of his
chair. Con Robinson, he
said to himself with the
old wonder.

She swung her foot
so that her toe touched
his leg. “Let’s not eat break-
fast in that old dining
room. Couldn’t we go eat
in town?”

“All right. Anything
you want.”

“T've got a terrific idea,”
she said. She got to her
feet. “Let’s go though. 'm
starving.” He took her suit-
case and they walked out-
side to where her car was
parked.

“You drive,” she said
as he opened the car door
for her.

“No, you drive”

She looked at him
anxiously as she slid behind
the wheel. He bent around
the car, tossed the suitcase
into the back seat, and got
in beside her. She put her
hand lightly on his. “Joe,
what’s the matter?”

“Hangover.”

“I had a wonderful
time last night,” she said.
“I've never had such a won-
derful time.”

He nodded shortly.
Con Robinson. To hell
with her. He wished this
day was over, that he was
back in Berkeley and she
in San Diego and it was
all over. “I'm glad you had
a good time, Con.”

Her face colored, but
she smiled and her hand
squeezed his. “Joe, let’s
drive to San Diego together.
We could drive down the
coast and go out in Los
Angeles tonight, and when
we got down to Del Mar
tomorrow, we could go
swimming. Wouldn'tit be
fun?”

He thought of the long
ride down the coast with
Con, just he and Con, and
it seemed to him that noth-
ing in the world could be
more exciting. But he knew
he wasn’t going with her.
“No,” he said and watched
the disappointment on
her face. “T'd have to come
back on the train,” he said.
“I can’t afford it.”

“Oh, I can lend you
the money. We —”

“T've got a mid-term
tomorrow.”

“You don’t want to,”
she said. Her hand left his.
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Then she said pleadingly.
“It would be so much fun.
Joe —” She stopped, said
his name again, stopped
again.

He knew what she was
offering, but he was afraid;
he could not commit him-
self and fail again. “I can’t
go with you,” he said and
opened the car door. He
couldn’t meet her eyes.

“Oh, what’s the mat-
ter with you?” she cried.

“I'told you last night.
Were you too drunk to
understand anything? You
gave me my pin back, and
we decided we were all
through. I'm not going
down to San Diego. What
the hell’s the use of mess-
ing around anymore? You
go on. Go on down and
find a new guy in San
Diego. To hell with you.”
His voice had risen, and
he made himself stop. He
got out of the car.

“You owe me $7.50,”
he said. “That’s your half.
Give me $7.50 and go on
back to San Diego.”

She gasped. Her mouth
tightened into a red line
as she swiftly opened her
purse and the wallet inside
it. She threw a five and
three one-dollar bills onto
the seat. “There’s eight.”
Her voice shook. “I’'m
sorry I don’t have any
change.” She stepped on
the starter. Her eyes were
big, and there were tears
in them. “And thank you
very much for a good
time.”

He picked up the five
and two of the ones and
slammed the door. Con

threw the other dollar out
the window at him. She
raced the motor, and the
car shot away from him.
He watched it jolt down the
opening in the curb and
disappear behind the hedge
that hid the drive.

He kicked furiously
at the wadded dollar bill
at his feet and started back
toward the hotel. To hell
with you, he said to him-
self over and over again,
but he felt like crying.

Thinking of Con driv-
ing to San Diego by her-
self when he could have
been with her, he felt like
crying. But he would only
have failed again. He shut
his eyes as he scuffed across
the asphalt parking lot
toward the walk that led
to the hotel. He would
have to find Bill Strafford
now, and see if he could get
a ride back to Berkeley.

vii: Marshall

Sitting crowded into the
corner behind the kitchen
table, Marshall watched
Laura Lee standing at the
sink in a sleek, tight white
robe, squeezing oranges
into two glasses. “Do you
want eggs?” she said.

“No, thanks. I guess
just some toast.”

She put two slices of
whole wheat bread into
the toaster and brought
the glasses of orange juice
over to the table. The cof-
fee was perking on the
stove.

“T've never had it so
soft,” Marshall said. He
tried to say it gaily.

“Soft?” Laura Lee said.
“It’s the first time it’s been
soft this weekend then.”
She grinned at him and
ruffled her fingers through
his hair, then picked up
her glass of orange juice

Hoover High School, 1933

and drained it quickly.

“Listen, honey, are you
sure Marilyn won’t be back
this morning?”

“Not till this after-
noon on the four-ten,’ she
said. “When she comes in
she’ll call me, don’t you
worry. She won’t put out
cab fare aslong as ’'m run-
ning a free taxi service.
My, but you're a shy little
violet!”

“Aw, you know,” he
said. The toast popped up.
Laura Lee’s mules slith-
ered across the floor. She
buttered the toast, poured
the coffee, and brought
the plate of toast and the
two cups of coffee to the
table.

“Cream and sugar?”
she said and turned to get
them — and as she sat
down and smiled at him
and pushed the cream and
sugar over to him, her leg
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touching his under the
table, his heart almost burst
with it. Nothing had ever
been so huge and beauti-
ful as Laura Lee making
his breakfast and then sit-
ting down with him like
this, after last night.

“Marsh,” she said,
“why don’t you wait till
the end of the semester?
Why do you have to go
now?”

“I want to get a job,”
he said. “And there’s no
use waiting. Let’s not talk
about itanymore, honey.”

“Maybe your father
can get you on throwing
freight around for the
railroad”

“I don’t care. Anything”

“Damn you. Where
am I going to get my love
when you go away? Do
you think you’re worth
driving clear to Modesto
for?”

“Maybe I could come
up here and see you
weekends.”

Laura Lee was sipping
her coffee, her elbows on
the table, her cup held in
both hands. He reached
for her hand and jarred
the cup; several drops of
coffee spilled down her
arm, to make damp brown
spots on the white sleeve
of her robe.

“Ouch, damn it!” she
said, but she let him take
her hand. She dug her fin-
gernails into his palm.
“Maybe I'll have to marry
you,” she said. “That’s what
you want, isn’t it? Youre a
damn fortune hunter.”

“Well, we couldn’t get
married till I got a job and

got a little money put
away.” He could feel him-
self trembling, and he
stared down into his own
cup. “And you’d have to
finish college first,” he
added.

“You’re not kidding
yourself I'd really do it?”

No, he wasn’t kidding
himself. He shook his head
and tried to grin at her.
Ever since Friday when
she had asked him to come
and stay with her, know-
ing how he felt because he
couldn’t play in the Stan-
ford game, he had been
living in a dream, and it was
almost over. Now it was
Sunday morning, and he
had quit school and was
returning to the valley,
and the weekend had gone
too fast.

“I couldn’t,” Laura Lee
whispered, her tangled
bronze head bent down
so he couldn’t see her face.
“Oh God, I couldn’t. T'll
miss you though, Marsh.”
She raised her head and
took another drink of cof-
fee; her mouth twisted into
the mocking smile. “I sup-
pose youll want me to
drive you home. I suppose
you want to exploit me
one more time and make
me drive you home to that
hick burg with all your
junk.”

“I’'d sure appreciate
it. If you want to.” He
watched her light a cigarette
and wave the match out.
He wished she wouldn’t
smoke so much. He shut
his eyes and took a deep
breath; he didn’t under-
stand, had never under-
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stood, and today he was
going back to Modesto,
which he knew would be
the end.

“T’ll drive you home,”
Laura Lee said. He heard
her chair scrape back. She
was standing and stretch-
ing, yawning, her arms
strained high above her
head. Through the open-
ing of her robe he could
see one of her long legs;
above the knee was a line
of light hairs below which
her leg was smoothly
shaven. “I have to give
myself a shampoo first,”
she said. “So your mother
will think 'm a nice girl.”

She sauntered out, her
slippers sssh-sssh-ing on
the linoleum. His coffee
was cold. With difficulty
he eased himself out from
behind the little table and
went to the stove to get
the percolator.

After he had drunk a
second cup he rolled up
his sleeves and stacked the
breakfast dishes in the sink.
And there were still dishes
on the cardtable in the liv-
ing room from last night’s
dinner. He began to carry
them into the kitchen.
Laura Lee’s black negligee
was in a heap on the floor
beside the couch.

“Marsh?” she called
from the bathroom.

“Yeah?”

“Bring me a cigarette,
will you?”

“Sure.” The pack on
the table was empty, and
he crumpled it and tossed
it into the wastebasket.
“All out!” he called.

“Try my purse!”

But there were none
in her purse either. He
went through the mess of
books and letters and notes
on her desk, finding only
another empty pack.

He pulled open the
center drawer, felt through
it, pushed it shut, and
opened the other drawers
in turn. In the bottom
drawer on the left side was
an oblong brass cigarette
box. He picked it up and
opened it.

He could not make
out at first what was in it.
Then the realization hit
him in the chest — the
remembrance of the first
night on Grizzly Peak when
she had started to throw
the safety away. “Don’t,”
she had said. He had not
known what she was refer-
ring to. “Don’t throw it
away, she had said. “Just

leave it on the floor of the

ar.” Something in her
voice had made him do
so without question, but
now he understood and
he could hardly get his
breath.

Some were rolled into
flabby flat circlets, some
pulled out long. Some had
bits of cardboard, like price
tags, attached to them. He
turned one over with
numb fingers: “R.G.” was
printed on it in blue ink,
“Dec. 16, 1937. Stupidly
he examined more of the
tags. He found what must
be his own, “M.T., Apr. 13,
1937.” He found another,
not his, dated in January
of 1938. There were many
that had no tags atall. He
counted them: sixteen.

“Where’s my cigarette?”
Laura Lee called from the
bathroom. “Marsh?”

The sound of her voice
was like metal scratched
on metal. He thought of all
the nights with her, all the
torture, all the never under-
standing and the pain. He
licked his dry lips. “You
fucking whore!” he said
aloud.

“Am I all out?”

Carrying the box, he
moved to the half-ajar
door of the bathroom. She
was standing in front of
the washbasin, wrapping
a towel around her hair.
The room was heavy with
steam, and she had wiped
a circle of mirror clear of
it. She turned toward him,
long and thin, the bony
ridges of her ribs show-
ing above her flat stom-
ach. With her breasts pulled
up flat by her raised arms,
and her hips flat under the
transparent blue panties,
she looked like a young
boy. He saw her gaze rest
on the open box he held.

“So you've found my
guilty secret,” she said. She
turned back to the mir-
ror and wiped it clean with
her hand again.

Marshall stood in the
doorway, holding the box
out to her as though it
were a tin cup full of
pencils.

“I suppose you want
me to explain,” Laura Lee
said. Her face jerked back
toward him, the towel
wrapped like a turban
around her head. “T sup-
pose you want me to
explain!” she screamed at
him.

He let the box drop.
The contents spilled out

onto the black and white
tiles.

Laura Lee stared down
at them. “Shall I try to
explain it to you?” she said,
so hoarsely he could hardly
understand her, and she
began to laugh. The laugh
was torture.

He took a step toward
her, feeling his right fist
clench and rise, the mus-
cles of his arm tighten.
When he hit her in the
chest she was flung back
like a cloth doll. She fell
against a corner of the
bathtub, her head hit dully
against the wall; she
slumped sideways to the
floor and groaned. He took
another step forward and
stood over her. She lay
crumpled on the floor with
her knees pulled up to her
chest and her hands over
her face. The towel had
come half off her head and
he could see her damp,
dark blond hair.

“You hurt me,” she
gasped.

He stared down at her
in agony. She sounded like
a child crying. “Honey,”
he said, and then the agony
was too great and he turned
away. He ran out of the
bathroom and out of the
apartment, down the stairs
and out through the sun-
lit lobby. He ran down the
hill, turning corners in the
fierce sunlight, not know-
ing where he was running
and not caring, but run-
ning until his breath tore
at his lungs and his legs
ached. He cut off among
the trees of Strawberry
Canyon, running blindly
through the trees and
bushes that whipped at
his legs and cut his hands,
until he tripped and fell,
catching himself on his
hands and letting himself
down until his hot face
and heaving chest were
pressed against the dark
cool ground. Crying hope-
lessly, he cursed her and
said her name over and
over again, until his voice
was gone and at last he
just lay there thinking her
name.

viii: Joe

All the way to the Her-
zogs’ place in Burlingame,
Joe dozed in the back seat
of June’s car. Once he woke
to gaze out at the sunlit
mountains and listen to
Bill and June in the front
seat, exclaiming over the
scenery and talking about
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last night. “I guess he had
a fight with his girl,” he
heard Bill whisper. “He
didn’t get in till four
o’clock.” Joe scowled and
went back to sleep, wak-
ing again when the car
stopped and the motor
was shut off.

He sat up. The car was
parked under a porte
cochere. Bill and June were
walking up wide steps in
the shadow, June looking
very broad and rumpled
in a tweed suit, the seams
of her stockings twisted
on her heavy legs. The

house was a pink stucco
monster surrounded by a
fringe of shrubbery and
small trees, and ahead of
the car the oil-spotted con-
crete drive bent to the left
between rows of white-
trunked palms.

He sighed and closed
his eyes, thinking of Con’s
house in Mission Hills that
had always seemed to him
a kind of palace, as Con
had seemed a princess. He
had thought of the Robin-
sons as rich, but to the
Herzogs, he supposed, they
were not. To June Herzog

or Laura Lee Crown or
even Polly Davis, he sup-
posed Con was just a poor
girl who had gone to San
Diego State College and
now worked in a dress
shop. Stop thinking about
her, he commanded
himself.

Bill had the deal, he
thought. June Herzog was
no prize in either looks or
build, but if Bill married
her he was set for life. It
seemed funny to him that
Bill and Marshall should
be going with two of the
wealthiest girls at Cal,

because they were so com-
pletely different. Marshall
was what he could clas-
sify as a good guy, Bill what
he would call, without ani-
mus, a bastard. Marshall
was flunking out of school,
Bill a cinch for Phi Beta
Kappa. Marshall had played
first-string tackle ever since
his sophomore year. Bill
had never done anything
athletic in his life that Joe
knew of. And he was struck
by the fact that although
Marshall was better liked
by everyone, it was Bill
who was president of the

fraternity as well as of the
California Men’s Club.

Maybe if you were too
good a guy, you had to be,
almost by definition, pretty
stupid; and if you were
smart, if you were ever
going to get anywhere, you
had to be a bastard. He
thought of his father, who
was a good guy. He won-
dered about himself. He
supposed he stood some-
where between Marshall
and Bill. He was not really
a good guy, nor was he
smart enough to get
anywhere.

He heard footsteps.
Bill came around the car
and got in behind the
wheel. He drove down the
concrete drive between
the rows of palms and
turned to the right out of
the gateway.

“What a deal you've
got,” Joe said. “What do
they do, sign this car over
to you as long as you’re
taking Junie out?”

Bill’s white teeth
flashed in the mirror. “She’s
going to drive the Cadil-
lac to school tomorrow
morning,” Bill said. “Then
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we’ll drive two cars down
Friday.’'m coming down
to stay with them next
weekend.”

“You dealer,” Joe said.

Bill drove carefully,
slowing down and looking
both ways at each inter-
section. Behind them a
new Ford honked and then
swung around and past.
“Did you have a fight with
your girl?” Bill asked.

“Yeah.”

“What happened?”

“Just one of those
things. I’ve got to find
myself a rich girl, like you
and Marsh.”

Bill was watching him
in the mirror. “I've been
meaning to talk this over
with you,” Bill said presently.
“I think you ought to get
around more. The way I
see college, it’s not so much
the things you learn, it’s
the people you meet. You
ought to go out more, Joe.

Especially now you’re not
pinned to this San Diego
girl anymore.”

“No dough.”

“Don’t you get any-
thing from home?”

“Uh-uh”

“Isn’t there some way
you guys make something
out of football?”

“I quit football as of
yesterday afternoon,” Joe
said. “They can take itand
jam it

“Do you think that’s
a good idea?”

“I don’t give a damn
what it is. I quit. It takes
too much time. I've got to
spend my afternoons and
weekends from now on
working and studying like
hell if I want to graduate.
I’ve got to quit sliding by
with only 12 units every fall
semester—

“Well, maybe you're
right,” Bill interrupted.
“But you ought to figure

out some way you can get
around more. College is
a time for making con-
tacts. Meet the people who
can help you when you go
out to get a job, and the
people you'll have to deal
with if you're in any kind
of business. Get in with a
good crowd now, and it’ll
be easy to keep it up after
you graduate. The Omega
Alphas are fine, we’re a
good bunch now, espe-
cially the pledges and the
sophomores — you know
what I mean — but you've
got to make other con-
nections. You ought to
date more. Really, you're
missing the most valuable
thing you can get out of
college. You ought to start
taking out the right kind
of girls. You really should,
Joe”

“No, but see, you've
got the money to play in
the big leagues. I don’t. I

can’t afford to take some
Kappa or Theta over to
the city for dinner and
dancing every weekend.”

“Are you really broke?”

Joe hesitated. He had
never talked about it much
except to Marshall, because
he didn’t want anyone to
think he couldn’t keep up,
that he was really sup-
porting himself. “Yeah,”
he said. “I don’t know
whether I can make it
through next semester or
not. Not unless I can get
some kind of steady part-
time job.”

“How’d you like to be
house manager?” Bill asked.
“Mac’s graduating, and
that would mean half your
house bill paid every
month.”

“Well, I'd have to get
ajob anyway. But it would
sure help.”

Bill nodded. “And how
would it be if T fixed it with

June to invite you and
some Theta down some
weekend for a house party?
There’re a lot of girls in
the Theta house from fine
San Francisco families. I'll
talk to June about it when
I phone her tonight.”

“Okay,” Joe said casu-
ally, but he felt a restrained
excitement. He turned to
look out the window as
Bill started up the ramp
of the Bay Bridge and they
climbed past the tops of the
buildings on either side.
Maybe Bill was right. Marry
arich girl. Fall into a setup
for the rest of your life.
Never even go back to San
Diego.

As the car sped across
the bridge he gazed down
at the bay where ships
looked like dirty toy boats.
Never go back to San
Diego? He was through
with Con forever, and Peter
was gone. The only letter

he had from Peter had
been a hurried one. And
Peter was queer. Go Bill’s
way and never return to
San Diego. He reached
into his pocket as the car
slowed for the toll-gate,
brought out one of the
dollar bills Con had thrown
at him, and handed it to
Bill. “Here,” he said. “Get
it out of that.”

As they drove past the
stink of the Emeryville
mudflats Bill began to talk
about the ASUC presi-
dency. “It’s a pretty darn
complicated situation,” he
said, “because the non-
orgs won’t vote for a fra-
ternity man. Unless I could
make a deal with some
non-org bunch — you
know, the Cal Men’s Club
would support their can-
didate for some post if
they’d support me. That
would be the only way I
could get elected. And then
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I'd have to stay in school
another year instead of
graduating. But itd sure be
worth it.”

“Sure it would,” Joe
said.

“Where was Marsh
Saturday?” Bill asked. “Paul
said he thought he was
dropping out of school.”

“I wouldn’t be sur-
prised,” Joe said.

“Thate to see him go,”
Bill said. He swung the
wheel and turned the car
east. Far up University
Avenue the spike of the
Campanile showed against
the green hills behind the
campus. “It’s that whore
of a Laura Lee Crown I
could never stand,” Bill
went on. “A girl from a
family like that ought to
have some breeding.” His
voice sounded intense and
venomous. He rubbed his
hand back over his hair.
“She’s a damn whore bitch,”
he said bitterly.

ix: Marshall

When Marshall returned
to the fraternity house late
that afternoon, he met
Norm Holliday coming

down the steps. “Hey,
where you been all week-
end, man?” Norm asked,
but Marshall only shook
his head and went on past.

He was thankful that
neither Andy nor Dick
Welsh was in his room as
he laid his three suitcases
open on the floor and
began to pack. Everything
inside him felt sucked dry,
but there were still tears
clawing at the backs of his
eyes. He had hit her hard.
When he had seen the box
of monstrous souvenirs
he had felt something in
him break like a light bulb,
and when she laughed he
had wanted to kill her. But
now he prayed he hadn’t
hurt her.

“Whatre you doing?”
avoice asked. Joe stood in
the doorway in his brown
sport coat, his tie askew.
Behind him was Bill Straf-
ford, his hand resting on
the doorframe by Joe’s
head. Joe looked tired, and
there were dark blotches
under his eyes. They stood
watching him, and from
the expression on Joe’s face
he knew that Joe was still

disgusted with him.

“Going home,” he said.

“Quitting school?” Joe
asked, and Marshall nod-
ded. He wished Bill were
not there. He would have
liked to talk to Joe alone,
because Joe was his best
friend. But it didn’t mat-
ter now, he supposed,
except about Franklin, his
brother.

“You leaving right
now?” Bill asked.

“If I can get some-
body to take me down to
the station.”

1941 Cadillac Imperial

“We'll take you down,”
Bill said.

“Marsh —” Joe said.

“Never mind it,” Mar-
shall said tightly. The suit-
cases were full, and he
closed and locked them
and got to his feet. “How
about you guys doing me
a favor?” he said loudly.

Bill was lighting a
cigarette and Marshall saw
Dick Welsh in the hall
behind him, standing on
his toes and peering in.
“Sure,” Joe said.

“My brother Franklin

will be coming up here
next year,” Marshall said.
“T'd like him to go Omega
Alpha. See —” He felt his
throat work, and he tight-
ened his jaw muscles and
thrust his hands into his
pockets, feeling the change
in his right one and the
coin-shaped Saint Christo-
pher medal Laura Lee had
given him last Christmas.

“Sure, Marsh,” Joe said.
“We’ll pledge hell out of
him.” Bill and Dick Welsh
stood silently behind him.

“Listen,” Marshall said.
“Could I talk to Joe alone
a minute, you guys? I'm
sorry but—” He stopped
and tried to grin as Bill
nodded and pulled the
door closed. Joe stood just
inside it, facing him.

“What’s the matter?”
he whispered. “Is it some-
thing about —”

Marshall shook his
head savagely. “Listen, will
you make sure my brother
gets to be an Omega
Alpha?”

“Sure, I told you I
would”

“No, listen. There hasn’t
been a guy from the valley

pledged since they threw
Pappy out last year. You
know that. They always get
blackballed. But—"

“Tl fix it.”

“I’ll sure appreciate
it,” Marshall said. “T guess
I better get going.” He
stooped to pick up his suit-
cases, but Joe moved over
and grabbed two of them.

“T hate to see you go,
you big bastard,” he said.
“Write me, will you? Let me
know how you're getting
along.”

Marshall nodded and
turned to open the door.
Dick Welsh and Bill were
still standing in the hall, and
he heard Laura Lee’s name
mentioned. He prayed he
hadn’t hurt her there in
the bathroom, on the floor
with the box he had found
in her desk. “So you’ve
found my guilty secret,” she
had said.

Dick said, “Are you
really checking out,
Marsh?”

He nodded. Red
Thornton appeared. Mar-
shall started quickly down
the hall.

Downstairs he stopped
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to say good-bye to the peo-
ple playing bridge in the
living room, to Dick and
Red, and to Paul Clay, who
was reading the funny
papers. His eyes were brim-
ming, and the lump in his
throat blocked whatever
he tried to say. They were
guys to whom he would
always be grateful, because
they had been so good to
him. He hurried out into
the bright late sunlight
with Joe and Bill behind
him. They were each car-
rying a suitcase now. “Hey;,
so long, Marsh!” some-
body yelled, and he saw
Beans Brock leaning over
the ledge of the second-
story sleeping porch. He

waved back. From the steps
Paul called, “Good luck,
Marsh!” He could see sev-
eral faces pressed against
the living room window.

He waved once more,
and his voice broke as he
cried, “So long, all you
guys!” All the guys, all his
fraternity brothers; his
heart swelled, as though
the evil he had discovered
was offset by this endur-
ing certitude and good.
“What car?” he said huskily
to Bill. “What car’re we
going in?”

“That black Pontiac,”
Bill replied.

Marshall walked up
the hill toward the car, the
suitcase bumping against

his leg. The Campanile
began to chime the hour.
“Solong, Marsh,” he heard
someone cry faintly, but
he couldn’t look back at
the house again.

CHAPTER 11

i: Hickey

Over the door was a curved
plaster crest. Hickey went
up the steps and into a
hallway that had glass doors
at one end, a staircase ris-
ing to his left, and to his
right a table over which
notebooks and a few let-
ters were scattered mess-
ily. Inside the living room
four guys were playing
cards and another was
lying apparently asleep on

a leather davenport. A
newspaper formed on the
floor beside him.

“Hey,” Hickey said.
“Joe Bailey around?” Prob-
ably, he thought, he should
have written Joe to tell him
he was coming up to
Berkeley for the April
USC-UCLA-UC-Stan-
ford track meet, but he
hadn’t heard from Joe since
football season, and Joe
already owed him two
letters.

“He just came in,” one
of the guys at the cardtable
said. “Give him a yell”

“Thanks,” Hickey said.
He stepped back into the
hall and yelled, “Hey, Joe
Bailey!”

“Ho!” came from
upstairs.

Hickey went up the
steps. “Joe!” he called again.

“What the hell do you
want?” The voice came
from down the hall. Hickey
walked toward it and
pushed a door open. Joe
was sitting at a desk, read-
ing. “Hick! What the hel-
I're you doing up here in
white man’s country?” Joe
asked as they shook hands.

“Putting the shot,
man. We're going to wax
your ass at the PC four-
way tomorrow. Didn’t you
know?”

“The hell. Sit down.
I didn’t know you were a
big track-and-field star.”

“Well, T haven’t got
Jack Torrance worried yet
by about ten feet.” Hickey
took a rickety straight chair
and grinned at Joe. “How
the hell are you?”

“Great,” Joe said.

“Heard from Pete?”

“Not for a hell of a
time. Last time I heard he
was taking off for Eng-
land. I told you that, didn’t
I”

Hickey nodded and
slapped his hands together.

“You graduating in
June?” Joe asked. He sat
down at his desk again,
took a pipe from his
drawer, and filled it from
a big can of tobacco.

“Yeah.” Hickey stud-
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ied Joe’s brown cashmere
sweater and white buck
shoes and watched him
light his pipe. For some
reason the sight seemed
incongruous and he
grinned, and to hide it
wiped his hand over his
mouth. Old Joe. “I've got
ajob, I think,” he said.

“Doing what?” Joe
leaned back in his chair,
pulling on his pipe.

Hickey had the feeling
he had interrupted Joe and
that Joe wanted to get rid
of him and go back to
work. He frowned at the
thought. “At Consolidated,”
he said.

“Consair!” Joe said.
“Working with all those

1”

Okies and Arkies and Tex-
ans? What're you going to
do?”

“Work in the office.
It’s not set yet, but my old
man knows some of the
shots down there. They
pay pretty well.”

Joe made a deprecat-
ing face.

“When are you fin-
ishing?” Hickey asked
slowly, not understand-
ing yet.

“Next winter,” Joe said.
“I'm carrying 21 units this
semester, and if I stay for
summer session and take
21 again next fall, I can
make it.”

“Jesus, can you han-
dle that many during foot-

ball season?”

“T quit football,” Joe
said. “I'm working evenings
and weekends. I can’t afford
to play football. I have to
work.”

“I'thought you looked
pretty prosperous. When
do you sleep?”

Joe laughed and
tamped the tobacco down
in his pipe with a metal
gadget.

“Oh, Jesus!” Hickey
said, shaking his head.

“What’s the matter?”

“Nothing. Whatre you
going to do when you get
out of school?”

“Well, I don’t know,”
Joe said. He frowned down
at his pipe. “T've been think-

ing about taking a job with
PG and E. I've been run-
ning around with a Theta
whose father just about
owns it”

“Oh, you prince!”
Hickey said. “What the
hell’s PG and E, prince?”

“Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric Company,” Joe said.

“Well, you're too large-
time for me, kid,” Hickey
said. He laughed to him-
self, but he didn’t feel like
laughing. Joe had changed,
and he felt depressed. “Big
social life, uh, prince?”

“Well, I've been going
out quite a lot. You know.
I can afford it a little bet-
ter now that I've got a cou-
ple of steady jobs.”

RESEARCH STUDIES

“Sure,” Hickey said.
“Latch onto one of those
rich girls, huh?”

Joe laughed, rubbing
the bowl of his pipe along
the side of his nose. Oh,
Jesus, Hickey thought
unhappily.

“How about having
lunch here?” Joe asked.

“Training table,”
Hickey said. “I've got to
take off down there pretty
soon too. So it’s you and
the rich girls now, huh?”
And white bucks and cash-
mere sweaters and a pipe,
he added to himself, and
to hell with your old bud-
dies because they’re pretty
small spuds. “What about
old Con?”

“She gave me the
moldy fig. She was up here
for the Stanford game, and
we had it around, and she
gave me my pin back.”

“I guess you know
she’s going with some
Marine looey in Dago,”
Hickey said. Joe didn’t look
athim. “Thear they’re just
about engaged,” Hickey
said, but Joe didn’t seem
interested. “You’re not
going back to Dago when
you graduate, huh?”

Joe shrugged. “I don’t
know. A guy’s never really
going to get anywhere
around San Diego. You
have to admit that”

“Oh sure,” Hickey said
cheerfully. He slapped his
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hands together again and
whistled a bar of “South of
the Border”

“What happened to
that gal from Hoover High
you were going with?” Joe
asked. Again he didn’t
sound interested.

“She’s still around,”
Hickey said. “Mostly with
me.”

Joe laid his pipe back
on his desk and clasped his
hands behind his head. His
face was pale, and thinner
than Hickey remembered.

“Pipe go out?” Hickey
said. Joe glanced at him
and frowned, and Hickey
got to his feet, digging his
hands deep into his pock-
ets and making himself
yawn. “Got to get back,”
he said. “Well, I don’t know
when the hell I'll see you
again, if you’re not com-
ing back to Dago. You won’t
be down this summer,
huh?”

Joe shook his head,
and rose, and yawned too.
“T'll be down sometime.
I'll give you a call”

“Do that little thing.”
Without looking at Joe he
started toward the door.
He remembered the time
Joe had come to Los Ange-
les when USC was play-
ing Cal. The night before
the game he and Joe had
broken training to go out
and drink beer together.
They had both gotten in
trouble, but they had had
a terrific time. They had
really had a hell of a fine
time drinking beer and
horsing around. He won-
dered if Joe would suggest
they do something tonight.
Hell no, he wouldn’t, not
prince Joe.

“Good luck tomor-
row,” Joe said.

“Thanks,” Hickey said
tersely. “Take care of your-
self. Don’t let those Thetas
wear you out.” He hurried
down the hall and down
the stairs, and outside he
took a deep breath as he
glanced back over his
shoulder at the Omega
Alpha house. “Oh, you Joe
Bailey,” he said aloud. “Oh,
you chicken snot of a bas-
tard that used to be as good
a guy as I ever knew!”

ii: Bill

Bill sat with Paul Clay in
the president’s room, wait-
ing for the chairman of
the Northside Boarding
House Association. They
sat without speaking, and
Bill stared out the win-

dow at the lights of Berke-
ley that were separated
from those bright distant
ones of San Francisco by
the black void of the bay.
He had a premonition of
failure, even though the
members of the association
with whom he and Paul
had already talked had
seemed cooperative. Prob-
ably it was only his mood;
because he could not put
off much longer telling his
mother that June Herzog
had given him back his
pin. June had broken their
date to go to the track
meet, and the next day
when he had managed to
see her, she had told him
she was going to marry a
boy named Morris Rose.
“He’s an old friend of the
family,” she had told him.
“He’s just got out of Har-
vard Law, and I think he’s
going to work for Daddy.”

The Campanile had
just finished chiming seven
when he heard footsteps
on the stairs. The swivel
chair squeaked as he leaned
back in it. “Here comes
the man with the votes,”
Paul whispered.

There was a knock.
“Come in,” Bill said.

Randy Weir entered.

Randy looked just as
he always had, slouching
and sneering and skinny
in the old unpressed
woolen pants and the green
sweater turned up around
his waist to hold a pack of
cigarettes. And before
Randy even spoke Bill
knew that Randy must be
some kind of power in the
boarding-house organi-
zations, and that, being a
red and hating him, he
had fixed it so he could
not get non-org support.
And so he could never get
the ASUC presidency.

“Look who it was tap-
ping at the chamber door,”
Paul said. “The raven.”

“Mr. Raven to you.”

“How about Comrade
Raven?”

“All right. Now tell
B.S. what it is Comrade
Raven says.”

“Nevermore,” Paul
croaked.

Bill stared stiffly into
Randy’s flushed, grinning
face. He was surprised that
he wasn’t angry, and sud-
denly he stretched and
leaned back in the swivel
chair and locked his hands
on top of his head. He had
been dreading the vast
complexity of the cam-
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paign; the posters and
handbills, the speeches at
all the fraternity and soror-
ity houses, at co-ops and
dorms and rallies. In a way
he was tremendously
relieved, even though it
would have been of great
importance to him — pres-
ident of one of the biggest
student bodies in the coun-
try, who sometimes made
speeches to the state leg-
islature in Sacramento and
met state senators and rep-
resentatives and even the
governor. But it was noth-
ing he could help; he had
fixed Randy and become
fraternity president, and
Randy had fixed him so
he could not be ASUC
president. It seemed fair
enough. But if, when he
told his mother June had
given him back his pin, he
could have told her he was
going to run for ASUC
president, it would have
helped.

Randy sat down on
Bill’s bed and took out a
cigarette and lit it, cup-
ping the match in his
hands. “T was going to let
you get going good,” he
said, looking up and
squinting as he shook the
match out. “Working your
tail off making speeches
and big-dealing and
putting out dough for
posters and handbills and
PA systems and all that
before I threw the blocks
to you. But I decided I
couldn’t do that.”

“Once a brother
always a brother,” Paul said.

Randy flushed. “I
could have screwed you
royally,” he went on. “But
then I thought, No, B.S.
just gave me a regular, run-
of-the-mill, Grade B screw-
ing, and that’s what I'll give
him.”

“Thanks,” Bill said.

“Not that I don’t think
you’re a rotten double-
crossing snob of a bas-
tard,” Randy said. “Of
course, you probably
wouldn’t have made it any-
way. You wouldn’t have
got any boarding-vote
whatever deal you thought
you made. See, all the non-
orgs just automatically
hate your guts for beinga
big frat man.”

“Down with the cap-
italistic fraternities, uh,
Randy?” Paul said.

“Oh, you’re not cap-
italists. You’re just bour-
geois. Just a bunch of ado-
lescent Babbitts.”

Hardly listening, Bill
reached down to finger
the Phi Beta Kappa key on
his watch chain. Only two
marks under an A his
whole college career. Pres-
ident of his fraternity, pres-
ident of the California
Men’s Club, on the debat-
ing team and the Blue and
Gold staff, chairman of
one ASUC committee and
member of another; why
wasn't it enough? Why was
it never enough? He
couldn’t help it if frater-
nity men could never get
elected to the ASUC pres-
idency. But he thought of
his mother smiling at him

and saying, “Wouldn’t I
be in seventh heaven if
they made my wonderful
boy president of this asso-
ciated students thing?” —
his mother who was try-
ing to save the money for
him to buy an engagement
ring for June Herzog.

“Oh, I never hated
your guts,” Randy was say-
ing to Paul. “You’re just a
stupid rich bastard who
never had a chance to be
anything but a stupid rich
bastard. Oh, but B.S” —
Bill looked up at him —
“you’re the one, B.S.”
Randy said. “You don’t
have any money and your
mother’s just barely beat-
ing around the edges of
that San Francisco mob
and..”

“He pays his house
bill,” Paul interrupted.

“The hell he does. His
mother pays his house bill.
He never paid for anything
in his life”

“My mother may be
paying for me, but your
fraternity brothers paid
for you,” Bill said quietly.
“Who supports you now?
Your red comrades?”

“My fraternity broth-
ers could afford it better
than your mother,” Randy
said. “And don’t think
you're insulting me when
you call me a red.” He
leaned forward, the wolfish
grin strained and hard.
“See if you mind being
named!” he said huskily.
“You Oedipus-complex,
main-chancing, social-
climbing, double-cross-

HEALTH AND

ing, physical coward of an
anti-Semite who’s run-
ning after a Jew-girl because
she’s loaded with money
and might do you some
good sometime, when I've
heard you bong rushees
because they might be Jew-
ish.” He rubbed his hand
across his mouth; his eyes
darted at Paul then back
to Bill again. “You money-
licking, money-toadying,
cashmere-sweater-and-
gray-flannel masturbat-
ing sycophant of a Theta-
pimping fascist. You —”

Paul broke in lacon-
ically, “That fascist’s always
a good word nowadays.”
He turned toward Bill.
“You going to hit him,
Bill?”

“Get out!” Bill said.

Randy rose, his cheeks
flushed a dark red. He
tucked the pack of
cigarettes into the upturned
bottom of his sweater.
“Ring true?” he said.

“Get out!”

When Randy had gone
Bill sat staring at the closed
door. “The funny thing is,
I don’t really give a damn
atall,” he said, wishing Paul
would go and leave him
alone. “He’s right. I couldn’t
ever have made it anyway.
Nobody’s cracked those
non-orgs for a long time.
There’s no way in the world
I could have made it.”

“That Commie bas-
tard,” Paul said. “He’s a
Commie, all right. You
always see him down at
the Commie bookstore
when you go to buy exam

BEAUTY

questions, and he’s always
in on those goddam peace
rallies. They ought to get
the Dies Committee after
bastards like that.”

Bill nodded numbly.

“You don’t feel bad
about it, uh?” Paul said.

“Idon’t give a damn.
Now I can go ahead and
graduate this summer ses-
sion. If T have my degree,
I'll get my commission in
National Guard camp for
sure. You ought to get in
the Guard, Paul, and try for
a commission. Then if we
get in this war, you're all
set”

“I had all that I ever
want in ROTC,” Paul said.
“If they ever get me in uni-
form again, I'll eat it.” He
gave Bill a searching look.
“Well, I guess I'd better go
bone for those English
comps. Tough luck, Bill.”

Bill nodded and stared
at the open page of his
engagement book as Paul
went out and closed the
door. For a week from Fri-
day he had written, “Theta
dance — June,” and had
crossed it out. He thought
of the note Randy had
signed for the money he
owed the house, which Joe
Bailey would have in the
house manager’s safe.
Maybe if he took the note
to the Dean of Men,
Randy’s graduation could
be held up until it was
paid. Consciously he told
himself to go upstairs to
the safe and get the note.
But he didn’t move. It
seemed so much trouble.

He could tell his
mother he couldn’t run
for the ASUC presidency
because he was a senior
this year; luckily he had
had the foresight to lay
the groundwork for that
way out. And he had to
tell her soon that June had
given him back his pin.
What if she read June’s
engagement in the soci-
ety section of the paper
before he got around to
telling her?

He began to sweat.
Maybe it would be really
bad; maybe her ulcer would
have her in real agony, and
instead of sobbing with
pain she would shriek with
it. Maybe he would have
to give her the morphine.
He felt the hypodermic
cold in his sweating hands,
the light brilliant on the
polished cylinder and the
needle pressing into the
white flesh of her buttock,
the awful tearing sensa-
tion as it broke through,
his mother’s muffled
“Aaaaah!” as he pressed
the plunger.

The door opened, and
Joe Bailey came in. “How’s
everything?” he asked, as
he sat down on the bed. He
looked tired. “Got a date
for Saturday night?”

“I have to go home
this weekend,” Bill said
dully.

“T've got a date with
Dawson, and we’re going
over to the city. How about
you and June coming
along? June’s car.”

“I'm through with that
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fat kike.”

“No kidding?” Joe
sucked on his pipe.

“I told her if she took
some of that lard off,
maybe I’d see her again,
but she won’t. She doesn’t
have the will power.” Sud-
denly he said, “How’d you
like to be president of the
house next year?”

Joelooked surprised.
“What’s this?”

“I'm going to take my
degree this summer and
get out of this rat hole.
I've decided not to run in
the ASUC election. I want
to get my degree and start
law school; I think I've got
ascholarship to Boalt lined
up.” Then he wondered if
Joe had just seen Paul, and
if Paul had told him about
Randy. He should have
made Paul promise not to
say anything about that.

But Joe only said,
“Well, maybe you're smart
at that. Why waste another
year in school for that
crap?”

“That’s it,” Bill said.
He frowned. The idea
about going to law school
had just come to him, and
he turned it over in his
mind. It seemed a kind of
hope. “See, I've got this
scholarship pretty well in
the bag,” he said. “Might
as well take it, I guess.”

“Sure. What’s this
about my being chapter
president?”

Bill looked at him,
suddenly feeling a little
better. He could make any-
body he wanted president;
he had made Joe house
manager and he could
make Joe president — if he
wanted to. “Do you want
to be president, Joe?” he
said and smiled.

“I guess so. Why not?”

“All I’d have to do is
say the word around. You
know that.” He watched
Joe, knowing that Joe
wanted it very much, rel-
ishing this moment. He
said lightly, “You owe me
a lot, you know it?” Joe’s
mouth tightened. “Do you
know it, Joe?” he said. He
felt much better now.
“Would you like to be pres-
ident, Joe?”

“Well, goddam!” Joe
said. “What do you want
me to do, lick around you
so I can get the job? Screw
you!”

“Now, take it easy.”

“Yeah, I suppose I owe
you a lot,” Joe said. “All
kinds of good things that
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a lot of them give me a
pain in the butt now that
I think about it. Screw
you!”

“Now, I didn’t mean
it that way,” Bill said pla-
catingly. “I was just jok-
ing.” But he was disap-
pointed; he would have
liked some kind of obei-
sance from Joe, who did,
after all, owe him a lot.

Joe was leaning back
against the wall, drawing
furiously on his pipe, his
eyes squeezed almost shut
and his chin squared. He
had kicked off his shoes,
and his sweat socks were
dirty and stiff.

“You look all shot, fel-
low;” Bill said in a friendly
voice. “You ought to start
taking it a little easier.”

“Yeah,” Joe said. “This
is my last date this semester.

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

I've got to start studying
for finals.” He grunted as
heleaned forward to pick
up his shoes. When he
straightened up his face
was a dull red. “Well, I'll
see you,” he said as he went
out. “If you hear some-
body puking down the
hall, it'll be me thinking
over how much I owe you.”

Bill didn’t reply. He
wasn’t angry, and, care-
fully considering his
responsibility to the house,
he was sure it was best to
see that Joe got the pres-
idency. Joe’s ideas were
pretty much like his own,
and he could trust Joe to
keep the house on its way
up. And probably, he
thought, Joe would have
been the next president
anyway.

But he had other things

to think about. He was get-
ting more and more excited
about the idea of the schol-
arship to Boalt. It shouldn’t
be hard, with his grades.
He’d better get busy and
see the Dean of the Law
School, and he’d have to
find out if there was any-
body who could help him.
Maybe George Liggitt’s
father would be a good bet.
He’d talk to George about
it tonight. Maybe when he
told his mother about June,
if at the same time he could
tell her he had a scholar-
ship to Law School, it
wouldn’t be so bad. There
had to be something to tell
her. Oh, God, let there be
something, he prayed, and
he rose hurriedly and went
downstairs to find George
Liggitt and see if George’s
father could help.

Chapter 12

i: Joe

Joe sat at the desk in the
president’s room that

before him had belonged
to Bill Strafford and before
that to Pappy Hardaman
and before Pappy to how
many Omega Alphas
extending back to 1910,
when the chapter had been
founded. The chair
squeaked as he leaned for-
ward to examine the fig-
ures he had written on his
scratch pad. Three and a
half more months and he
would graduate, and there
was going to be enough
money. It surprised him
again, as it had always sur-
prised him since he had
discovered one day that
he was going to be able to
do it.

He leaned back and
gazed out at the campus
where the Campanile,
South Hall, and the library
showed above the tops of
the trees. It hadn’t been
easy. He had stayed for
summer session and so
had not been able to save
any money then, and now

he was taking 21 hours of
classes and working
between 20 and 25 hours
a week besides. When he
had been elected presi-
dent, it had meant giving
up the house manager’s
job, which paid half his
house bill; and during this
past month, through rush-
ing, fraternity affairs had
occupied too much of his
time. Now rushing was
over, and they had pledged
a good bunch, and the
president’s job was only
routine. There would not
be much but study and
work until graduation.
He sighed and looked
at his watch. It was get-
ting near one o’clock, and
he would be starting down
to South Hall. Wednesday
was his worst day: classes
straight through until three,
with only an hour off
between twelve and one.
At three he would return
to the house to study until
it was time to go down-

town to Lyman’s Grocery
and deliver orders. At seven
he would come home
again, eat the cold dinner
the cook had left for him,
then study till eleven, and,
finally, take the streetcar to
Oakland to change the
marquee on the Rialto
Theater and help the jan-
itor sweep up. And Thurs-
day morning he couldn’t
sleep late because of an
eight o’clock. Well, only
three and a half more
months of it.

But then what?

Quickly he rose and
gathered his personnel
management and eco-
nomic cycles texts, his note-
book and pencil, and went
downstairs. There was a
letter from his father on the
hall table. “Anybody going
down for a one o’clock?”
he yelled. When no one
answered he took his books
out on the front steps to
read the letter. There was
a high overcast through
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which the sun glared, and
he had to squint to make
out what his father had
written:

“We're rooting for you,
son. It’s good to have a
fraternity president and a
man with an education in
the family. The next three
months will seem long as
the devil, I know, but bear
down hard and take that
degree away from them
and bring your diploma
down here to San Diego so
we can all see it. You will
be coming down right after
graduation, won’t you? It
seems a long time since
we’ve seen you.

“Things are going a
little better with us. San
Diego is starting to hum
along with all the new peo-
ple coming in to work in
the aircraft factories, and
Consolidated seems a cou-
ple of sizes bigger every
time you drive along Pacific
Boulevard. Finally got a
good offer on that prop-
erty out toward La Mesa
we’ve been hanging onto
all these years but think
we shouldn’t sell yet.
George Bacon — I think
you’ll remember him, he
was in my outfit in the
war — and I have been
thinking of getting some
money together and
putting in the improve-
ments and building a tract
of small houses out there.
I’ve been wanting to get
back into the construc-
tion business for quite a
long time, as you know.

“Let me know if you
need any kind of help.
Things have been falling
into place a little for us,
so money’s not so tight. I
know you want to be able
to say you did it all your-
self, as you have, but I'd
like to help in any way I can.
Let us hear from you when
you get time, and Ruth
sends her love. Pop.”

There was a P.S.: “I
saw old Mrs. Gorman in
the bank the other day.
She says Pete’s a Pilot Offi-
cer now, with the Eagle
Squadron. He’s stationed
somewhere in the west of
England, but she doesn’t
know much more than
that. I suppose you know
all this and more, but it’s
the first I'd heard. I sup-
pose Pete’s got a few
notches on his machine
gun by now. Those boys are
certainly doing a good job
on the Luftwaffe these days.
Thope, and I guess every-
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body hopes, they can keep
itup.”

Slowly replacing the
letter in his hip pocket,
Joe looked up to see some-
one in an Army officer’s
uniform climbing Hearst
Street hill. The officer
turned in the walk and
waved. It was Bill Strafford.

“Well, hello, Lieu-
tenant,” Joe said. He rose,
and Bill gave him the
Omega Alpha grip. “What
the hell are you, a real
shavetail?”

Bill nodded and took
off his cap and slapped it
against his leg. “We’re being
called up. The National
Guard’s going to be called
up all over.” He was very
tan and looked fit as he
sat down on the buttress

HEALTH

opposite Joe.

“Well, for Christ’s sake,
you’re really in, uh?”

“You will be too pretty
soon. They’ll get all you
loafers in the draft pretty
soon.” Bill squinted at him.
“How’d rushing go?”

“Pretty good.”

“How many did you
get?”

“Twelve. We lost two
to the Betas.” The letter
rustled in his hip pocket
as he sat down again.
“We’re a pretty high-toned
tong now. I guess it’s your
influence, old master. We’re
really tough on undesirable
rushees.” He started to say
something about Franklin
Trask but said instead, “We
liquidated all the valley
legacies and some guy that

AND

had the nerve to come
through rushing when his
old man’s an engineer on
a train. Imagine that!” he
exclaimed sarcastically.

“That’s the way you
have to be,” Bill said. “Good
work.”

“What do you hear
from Paul?”

“He’s in New York,
working for an advertising
agency his uncle has some-
thing to do with. Fine job.
But he’ll get drafted. All
you guys’ll get drafted.”

“You sound kind of
bitter. What’s the matter,
can’t you slide out of this
National Guard deal?”

“And get drafted like
the rest of you?” Bill gri-
maced. “It’s just that my
mother’s all in an uproar

BEAUTY

younger and more attractive.”

— Christine Giglio
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