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I'his hasn't been the best vear for Casey Gwinn, San Diege

city attorney. The 41-year-old graduate of UCTA Taw school,
who was elected in 1996 and reelected four vears later with
no opposition, began 2001 scrambling to explain why the
city had lost a $94.5 million inverse-condemnation lawsuit

brought by Otay Mesa developer Roque de la Fuente. The

Bandesr . - — - T . =
Ballpark bonds appear to be an all-around bad deal

ing the San Diego Convention Cen-
v expanslon

you
without the OK of bond counsel.”
Mann says.

That's onc reason wity the bonds
will be taxable — not tax-free, a8 re-
quired by the Memarandum of Un.

document author-
the voters

news didn't get much better last month when an Orange
County judge upheld most of the damage award, leaving lo-
cal taxpayers facing a judgment that could be as much
$100 million or more — a sum that includes interest and at
torneys’ fees. Years of appeals may lie ahead.

Gwinn faced much criticism about his office’s conduct of
the trial, in which he failed to cross-examine De la Fuente on
the witness stand and watched as one of the city’s top expert
witnesses was discredited by the plaintiff’s attorneys. After
the disastrous verdict, Gwinn surrendered the case to outside
counsel, the big Los Angeles law firm of Latham & Watkins

tinued on page 28
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CASINO & RESORT

Cash Blizzard warning issued for Sycuan Casino & Resort.

The forecast this December at Sycuan Casino & Resort is for a month-
long Cash Blizzard! Get your cash shovel out to clear the way for a
chance to win up to $10,000! Each Monday from December 3rd
through December 31st, drawings will be held with 10 lucky guests
winning $500 to $10,000 in cash. Earn entry forms by playing
throughout the casino, eating in one of our fantastic restaurants or
joining Club Sycuan.

It’s all right here...at Sycuan Casino & Resort.

Drawings begin at 7:05 pm. Must be present to win. Management reserves the right to
change or alter this promotion at any time. No purchase necessary. Details and rules
available at Guest Services. Must be 18 years of age to be in casino and restaurants.

Singing Hills

Less than 30 minutes from downtown San Diego
off Dehesa Road

5469 Casino Way, El Cajon, Ca
800-2-SYCUAN * 619-245-6002
www.sycuan.com

calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to the
Editor, Bax 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; fax them to
619-231-0489; or e-mail them 1o

com
via the Internet. Please inchade
your name, address, and

telephane nurnber. Letters may
e edited for length and dlarity.

Elitist Geezer

August Kleinzahler's “essay”
on heavy metal was perfect
(Pop Music, “Moronic Nephew,”
November 21). His academic
tone; his clueless, pedantic cri-
tiques: his pretentious, elitist

It’s loud, it's got balls, and old
peaple hate it!| can only hope
that the Reader let the obvi
ously tight-assed Kleinzahler
write about the genre to make
exactly that point. If an old
fogy like Kleinzahler can’t hear
the blues traditions blown up
larger than life (satanic themes),
the powerful adolescent angst
writ large (the sexual fantasy),
and the sheer fun of a chug.
ging minor chord set 10 a driv-
ing 4/4 beat, then I say: Good,
you're not supposed to get it
anyway, geezer!
Katherine Goodman
El Cajon

Nazi Stereo
I thoroughly enjoyed your re-
view (I’oy Music, “Moronic
Nephew.” N 21).
is to say, I laughed my ass off
The words of my dear friend,
Mr. Henry David Thoreau,
immediately came to mind
“Age is no better, hardly so
, qualified for an instructor
as youth, for it has not profited
as much as it has lost.” Also,
“One generation abandons the
enterprises of another like
stranded vessels.” (Thoreau,
Walden, pp. 792-793)

You have embraced the
fundamentals of stereotyping,
my friend. Despite your
description of “the kook,
appears to me that he enjoys
the park (and life?) more than

a supporter of conformity/

P.S.; I pray that you will
o be 30 bitter on the day you
die as you were on the days

Kleinzahler, Meltzer:
Go

When is the Reader going to
critic? | mean,

get
Richard Meltzer’s weekly “1
still pee in my pants when they
record” attitude has got to go.

the basketball court? I mean,
I'm the first to admit, any guy
who wears a Van Halen T-shirt
out on Friday night and thinks
he's going to get babes is truly
in a time warp. However, heavy
metal has been and still is one
of the major musical influ
ences in the music scene. In
fact, in the '90s, it made a tran-
sition where it combined all
musical genres to create what
we hear today. Most of the
popular artists today possess
and even listen to this music.
His analogy of a “metal band™
was stupid as well. I mean, who
can say what's noisicr: the music
now or then? And his
comment, “both elect
was truly educational. 1 mean,
can you imagine the invention
of electricity? And by the way,
there's usually no keyboard in
metal bands — maybe onc song
every five albums, with a live
performance done by some
no-mermber side-stage stuck in
the dark. And don't forget the
old wives' tale about metal be-
ing satanic. Only 5 percent of
all metal is probably truly sa-
tanic. One of the most popular
groups right now — P.O.D.,
from San Diego — is Chri
tian. So | have a great idea, Il
go down tomorrow and buy
their new record, and August
Kleinzahler can go back 10 his
basketball court where he
belongs.

Randy Piccirelli

Pacific Beach

1t's really sad when a magazine
of your caliber has to stoop so
low as to publish an article that
is blatantly antagonistic right
from the beginning ( Pop Music,
“Moronic Nephew,” Novem-
ber 21). It's obvious that “Au-
gust Kleinzahler,” assuming
that's a real person, has no
business reviewing anything
other than jazz music. While
Iu did do some of his home-

when describing some of
by et enrs (although
Suicidal Te

25e 5at Pk ety
cle was nothing more than a
gripe-fest against the younger

g our city atto
for the free press. By Matt Potter.
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Even in America, people don't talk
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Sticks and stones hurt a bystander ..
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The Web funnels success

to Ridout Plastics. By Justin Wolff.
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William Grimes: Straight Up or On the Rocks ...
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Adventure on a five-hour budget.
By Trailmaster Schad
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Jonathan Saville admires a performance
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Wlll.l IT COMES TO ENTERTAINMENT IN YOUR CAR...

W_EJ’ARE THE EXP,ER'I'S
;
| » 60 DAY cvaranse

GUARANTEE

g - )

N /’A;
‘r‘ff °

> 30 DAY A"
> LIFETIME WiRRanm’"

> FREE RENTAL CAR

all of Al & Ed's Gua

sit our website at www.al-eds.com.

CAR AUDIO &

e for details

WIN A $500

Enter to wm at . www.al- ﬂds om

VIDEO SYSTEM |

GET A FREE ALPINE MOBILE
HI-FI VCR WITH TV TUNER!

BUY ONEF™ -

ALPINE MOBILE NAVIGATION SYSTEM |

WITH 5.6” MONITOR & MOBILE CD-ROM DRIVE WITH YOICE GUIDANCE J ey

&uﬂhmmﬂmlﬂlbﬂwmmmmﬂhmnmﬂhlﬂoh—d-mhl* Opersting by 675 (Globel

Posioning Syston, you'l shwoys know whic rouk s the best s fo you. A st for
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ALPINE MOBILE HI-FI VCR & TV TUNER

YOUR KIDS CAN WATCH TV, MOVIES OR PLAY VIDEO GAMES... WHILE YOU TRAVEL!

o s g i it v ddy commte o e shan o i e Bl Vi Syson. ' ey o ool o Fhres e comrl s mm s et

999999999
,,,,,,,

50 you can odd your fivorite videe game system. Thankfully you'll never hear, ll"”’ll”"’ ogein
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Now, and for a limited time, you'll get an Alpine Mobile Hi-Fi VCR with remote and a TV tuner FREE when you purchase the above Alpine Navigation
Standord installation must be purchased on || items. Most cars require h kits, cables, adap!

System.
, relays and parts ot additional cost. See store for details.
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An archive of City Lights stories can be searched on the Internet at
www.SanDiegoReader.com
to the public Embatticd San Diego Uni

fied School District superintendent Alan Bersin has tapped the
ranks of local public relations profession-
als to.come up with his new "Executive Di-
rector of Communications and Commu-
nity Relations.” John , until recent
president of troubled Stoorza Communi-
cations, was picked for the $124,000-a-year

b affer a personal interview by Bersin and
his chief of staff. “We had ten applications
for the position but Mr. Spelich’s back
ground and experience was so far superior
to the remaining candidates that we dispensed with a pancl
interview.” according to  district memo, Spelich will outrank
the district’s current PR honchos, ex-Los Angeles Times re-
porier S and ex-Channel 39 news executive Tom
Mitchell. Spclich had been hired by Stoorza in July after he
left 4 job at ¢ Computers. Before coming to Gateway,
he was in charge of global news and PR for Ford Motor Co
pany. Bersin s reporied 1o be unhappy with the attacks of
esentatives and angry parents who con-
tend that his “Blueprint for Education” has gone awry. The
ious campaigns for

Alan diersan

i

school board are ramping up...
ther-in-law of UCSD chancellor Robert Dynes, has just made
big acquisition. Hellman's investment firm, Hellman

up $500 million; Hellman will pay

$250 million

Agqua In the red A Hawaii biotech outfit founded by
Mark Huntley and other scientists from La Jolla’s Scripps In

stitution of Oceanography is in financial hot water but vows
it won't be pushed into bankruptcy. Aquasearch, which started
back in 1989 as a breeder of algae for fish food and later
branched into supplying algae for cancer and other disease re-
search, moved its operations 1o Keahole Point on the big island
of Hawaii in 1995. This October, five creditors claiming they
are owed $550,000 in unpaid debt and arguing that Huntley
has mismanaged the company, sought 1o put it into Chapter
11 bankruptcy. In a statement released earlier this month,
untley said, “Aquascarch is not in bankruptcy. These debt
s arc in disputc, and I feel these petitioners have no valid

el
claims. There appears to be some hidden agenda on the part
of these people, as they have made no formal communication
with us in the past six weeks.” Ahearing on the matter is set for

December 7 ... A former San Dicgo County data-processing
chief has run up against conflict-of-interest allegations in his
new job as chief information officer of Los Angeles County. Jom

, who used (o have the same job here, owned 68
shares of stock in Cisco Systems while handling a $250 million
« srdering that all county quip
ment from the company, the LA. Times reports. He did not dis-
close his shareholdings on his conflict-of-interest filing as re
quired by law.

Harry Lime on sterolds sin Dicgo-based Science
and Enginecring Associates is out with the ultimate Christ-
mas present: “Spyfinder.” a “battery-powered, hand-held device
that hidden cameras and video d re-
gardless if the camera is operational o not” Proclaiming that
“millions of miniature cameras are sold cach year” and 45,000
websites are “dedicated to hidden camera sales or video
voyeurism,” the company says that its device can be used by
“celebrities who commonly battle privacy invasion, athletes
needing to ensure lacker-room privacy, and travelers looking
for hidden cameras in hotel rooms and restrooms.” Exact de-
tails are a secret, but the firm says the $190 Spyfinder uses
“laser and »ptics to find hidden survei cam-
eras anywhere".. San Dicgos own Websense, Inc., is compet-
ing for a multimillion-dollar contract to allow the gavern-
ment of Saudi Arabia to block citizen access to websiles that
the government deems undesirable, reports the New York
Times. The software would pornography and religious
and at th i th

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offiers $25 for news tips published in this col-
umn. Call our voice mail at §19-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax
your tip to 619-235-3096.

CITY LIGHTS

Grisly Grinders
in Wildcat Canyon

By Ernie Grimm

Highwny Patrol officer Gwen Goodwin
steers her black-and-white Ford squad
car north on Ashwood Street past Lakeside's
El Capitan High School until  course, and 300-room hotel

she comies to a four-way stop.
Straight ahead, the road starts
to climb. “This is where Wild-
cat Canyon Road starts,” she
says, accelerating toward the
hill rising up in front of her,
“right here at Willow Road”
wildcat Canyon Road
runs 15 miles north and south
between Willow Road and
San Vicente in San Diego
Country Estates, southwest of
Ramona. Between the termini
lie the Barona Indian reserva-
tion with its casino, cultural
center, dirt racetrack, new golf

under construction. These at

tractions account for the bulk
of the 20,000 trips daily —
s estimate — along

muters from San Diego
Country Estates who use the
road as an alternative to State
Route 67 to the west, and the
150 1o 200 families that live in
homes along the southern five
miles of the road where it
snakes through the canyon it’s

named after, As Good

her passenger asks what
makes Wildcat Canyon Road
so dangerous. “The road is not
dangerous,” she snaps. “It's the
peaple who drive it who are
dangerous. They think they
can drive Wildcat Canyon at
any speed, and they can't.
They lose control, cross the
double yellow, and..”
Statistics kept by the
county indicate that Wildcat
Canyon is not as dangerous as
similar roads in California
Bob Brown, from San Diego
County's transportation divi-
sion, points to a study done in
June of 2000 tracking the col-
lision rate on the most heavily
traveled stretch of Wildcat
Canyon Road. “The segment
of Wildcat Canyon from Wil-
low Road to the south bound-
ary of the reservation.” Brown
explains. “That’s a 4.3-mile
segment. Someone reviewed
the number of coll fros

decked in reflective
navigates this section of road,

June 30, 1998, through June
30, 2000, and calculated a col-

NITLX 101 18 SndVHDOL10MS

Wildeas Canyon Road

lision rate of 1.41 collisions
per million vehicle miles. The
comparable statewide rate for
that type of road is 1.76 colli-
sions per million vehicle
miles”

Goodwin acknowledges
that Wildcat Canyon has de-
veloped a reputation for be-
ing a dangerous drive and of
fers this explanation. “It’s a
two-lane roadway, it's very
windy, it's up and down.
Maybe the drivers have de-
cided to go out and gamble at
Barona Casino, and they drive
the run too fast because
they're unfamiliar with it. And
there are people that drive it
every day and they still drive
oo fast™

In 2000, 92 accidents took
place on Wildcat Canyon. Two
resulted in fatalities, 47 in in-
jury, 43 with only property
damage. Thirty of the acci-
dents were speed-related, 17
involved driving undetthe in-

contimued om page 6
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Cheap Labor’s
Ugly Secrets

By Deana Marie Gullo

ave you ever stopped to think who
made your tennis shoes or the jeans you
wear? How often do you wonder about the

person who assembled your
television or installed the little
fans that go in your com-
puter? These are everyday
items that Americans take for
granted but which link us to
the lives of countless Mexi-
cans who barely make a living
wage so that we may purchase
these items at lower cost

The factories where these
items are put together can be
found across the border that
separates San Diego and Ti-
juana. Who are these people
who put together our televi
sions and computers? How do
they live?

Most of these workers live
in crowded, paorly con
structed housing in unpaved
neighborhoods — or colorrias,
as they are called —
ater, and regular
trash removal. It is not un

sewers,

common for families to live
in makeshift houses with
floors that they have con

structed on lots bought from
the government. Materials
used include scraps of wood,
old garage doors from the
U.S., discarded pallets, card-
board, and plastic tarps
Crime is rampant in many
poor neighborhoods, where
police protection is limited or
nonexistent, and each day isa
fight for survival.

Many of these colonias are
great distances from shopping
districts, forcing residents to
purchase the higher-priced
items available in these iso-
lated communities.

Most of these workers
were driven from their home
states by poverty and lack of
opportunity and attracted by
the hope of work and higher
wages. Although generally
higher than the legal mini-
mum wage, salaries of factory
workers are still not sufficient
to cover basic needs such as
food, health care, education,
housing, and clothing. Food
items, in particular, became
more costly in the last six
years, following the peso de
valuation of the early "90s.

Continual inflation on ev-
eryday items such as tortillas
and 1 has de it even
more difficult to make ends
meet. Most health needs go
unmet, and children regularly
do not attend the public
schools where families must
pay wition and buy uniforms,
books, and school supplies if
a child is to attend. Many chil
dren whose families cannot
afford to give them breakfast
have difficulty concentrating
once they arrive at school and
may eventually stop going.

One day early last spring,

in the colorria of Cumbres, |
awoke Sandra Angelica Es-
quival from her Saturday nap
when 1 approached the front
door of the two-room house
that she shares with nine
other family members. San
dra, 17, her father José, and
now her younger sister
Araceli, 16, provide the main
source of income to support
the family. When Sandra
came to Tijuana and joined
her family four months ago
from her home state of
Sinaloa, she had hoped to
continue studying. She has
not finished junior high,
though she still clings to the
hope to do so. Now Sandra
finds herself rising early egch
morning to make it on time

to her 7:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.
shifts at a nearby Sony plant,
where she installs speakers in
radios and televisions. She
works this schedule Monday
through Friday, only to turn
over the 529 pesos (roughly
$50) she takes home weekly
to her mother. Her attitude
toward her life is that while
she would like to keep study
ing.#Even if I don't want to,
it's necessary 1o work”
Sandra and Araceli reti
cently answered my questions
about their lives in the front
room of the dirt-floored,
wooden home. Their five
younger brothers, aged ten
and under, played in the dirt
front yard, one dressed in a
cowboy outfit. Until recently,
Sandra and Araceli’s mother
worked in a nearby factory
during the week, leaving the
sister in charge of her
little brothers, who still at-
tend primary school. Araceli
had to get up early to feed
and dress them and get them
off to school and back in the
afternoon. Now that their

in the factory during the
week, the responsibility of
feeding and clothing the
family is falling on the two
teenage girls, who seem to
accept their roles without
complaint.

Of Mexico's 100 million
residents, 40 percent exist on
less than $2 a day, despite a le-
gal $4 minimum daily wage

100 48 SHave00IONe
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Sandra Angelica Esquival and her mom Lourdes (center)

(around 30 pesos a day). Of
these millions, hundreds of
thousands of workers have
flocked to the border
region — mainly Tijuana —
in search of a better life.
Sylvia Olivia Vallez Perez
lives with her six children and
husband Felix. They live in a
Tijuana colonia named Nueva
Milenio for its inception at the
turn of the new millennium.
Constantly in debt, the par-
ents “battle” as Sybvia puts it,

to feed and clothe their six

They must do this on the 950 ¥
pesos ($90) her husband 3
earns weekly at the JVC fac-

tory. Felix began working at E’
the Japanese-owned factory

ﬂmmapummdg
480 pesos ($42) weekly fora §
ls-hourwofkwe&nIME
15-hour shifts. The couple is 5
thankful for the work, as Fe- S

contimued on page 14 W8
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the vehicle cial causes listed really boil  rosd or couldn't control the  That's what happened t0 77- | odah Moot e

Grisly
nders

continued fram page 4
fluence of alcohol, 11 were the
result of crossing the double
yellow line, 6 were caused by a
failure to maintain control of

But statistics can be mis-
leading, In the past 12 months,
four people have died on
Wildcat Canyon. Over the
past 18 months, the number
is five. And Goodwin explains
that a lot of the different offi-

‘Some resinctions apply. Sa

Call Now For Your FREE CONSULTATION!

-888-549-6007

down to one. *[ The statistics]
might say that they were on
the wrong side of the road or
couldn't control the vehicle,”
the 11-year veteran says, “but
alot of times, the reason they
were on the wrong side of the

ocation onty,

wvehicle is because they were
going too fast and couldn’t
handle a curve”

When a driver loses con-
trol going around a left turn,
he often ends up in the gravel
of the right-hand shoulder.

Bflll!l Your World |
% Into Focus!

Gel the experience you
expect with the quality you
deserve with doctors who
are cornea and refractive

surgery subspecialists.

Laser Vision Correction (LASIK)

09

Picg besed on Shaters myopic comection ok, Prioss may b gher depending o

prescription, $250 more par eye for astgmatism
‘cannat be combined with any other oer o coupon. Expires 1

year-old Charles Geiser of Fre-
mont, California, on Novem

ber 6, 2000. He was traveling
south about 3:30 in the afier-
noon when he found himself
off the road on the right

continued on poge 8
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Grisly
grinders

comtimuesd from page 8

“Twisted metal, and am-
bulances everywhere, fire
trucks, police vehicles, metal-
cutting tools, having to cut
people aut because the car is
s0 smashed around them that
we can't remove them from
the vehicle, blood everywhere.
Sometimes you have someone
who has died because of the
crash, and you have to tow the
vehicle to another location in

Ricumnints o TREADMILLS

CITY LIGHTS

order to extricate the body.
Those are pretty bad. It’s
just...you know...it can be un-
nerving. As emergency per-
sonnel, you do your job, and
you hope you don't take it
'home with you. If you do, you
hope you have somebody at
home who will understand
and be able to support you”
To make the road safer,
many would like to see the
road widened to four lanes —
two in each direction. The
Barona [ndians have lobbied
for widening for years, espe-
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CITY LIGHTS

cially for the section of Wild-
cat Canyon between the reser-
vation and Willow Road. But
as soon as you use the word
widen, Goodwin says,“That's
when the residents start ob-
jecting, and I don’t blame
them. Look at where they
live.” She gestures around at
the landscape of chaparral
hillsides studded with live,
black, and Engelmann oak
trees and creek beds lined with
sycamores. “They moved out
here for a reason — for the re-

mote, rural feel of it, and they
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CITY LIGHTS

CITY LIGHTS
don’t want that to change.  parade behind them, and peo-
They'd rather change the  plearegetting to be frustrated
drivers, and | understand that.  because they're doing 35ona
But with the amount of traffic road that says 50. S0 now
that goes up and down Wild-  you're going to have people
cat Canyon, it’s not an unre-  who are getting impaticnt and
alistic wish for law enforce-  trying to pass on a curve or
ment and the county towant  where the double yellow lines

to do that”

Short of widening the
road, Goodwin suggests
building more turnout areas
as a way to make Wildcat
Canyon safer. Turnouts, she
says, would allow slower
drivers “to pull over so people
could get past them. You get
the older people going to play
bingo who dan’t even drive
the speed limit. They have a

YOUR HOLIDAY

SURF

HEADQUARTERS

e

pe
4150 Mission Boutevard
In the Promenade Mail

e R

say it's not safe to pass. If we
had more turnouts, maybe
that would help a little bit.”
A greater enforcement
presence is another solution
Goodwin lists, though she says
enforcement is difficult on
Wildcat Canyon because “it’s
not safe for us to make stops
in this road because there is
no place to stop. We do the
best we can. We try to pull
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TY LIGHTS
them into a driveway or just
follow them all the way down
to the bottom of the hill until
we can find someplace down
off Willow to stop them, or
things like that”

More turnout areas would
solve that problem, too. Re-
garding signage, Goodwin
says, “You can't oversign the
road. If you start putting too
many signs up, they get lost
because people will tune them
out. If there’s a specific area
where: don't seem to be
seeing the sign, you might
want to oversize it. But it's
been proven statistically, if you

oversign a roadway, people

continued ort page 14
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Grisly
gri

ous. It’s the people that drive
the road that make it danger-
ous” she says, repeating her
carlier

But Goodwin admits, to
make a road like Wildcat
‘Canyon absolutely safe, you
can't just change driver be-
havior, you have to change ev-
ery driver's behavior. “You can
drive carefully” she says, “but
you can't control what other
people do. You can just be
cruising along, mi your

CITY LIGHTS

Road when a Ford pickup

They came from Sonora
ten years ago with no money
and their first child in an at-
tempt to escape the poverty
of their homeland. Work at
home was scarce, and what
pay they received wasn't
enough to eat on. Shortly be-
fore }aw.lhemu

ple’ d child, a d

CITY LIGHTS

were told that she had suf-
fered from malnutrition,

found work in the JVC fac-

they were
able to pay the 4000-peso
down payment for a 10 x 20-
meter plot of land in Nuevo
Milenio. Although this loan
allowed them to begin a more
independent future asa fam-
ily, they were charged and
continue to be charged 20
percent interest. Repayments
are taken from Felix’s weekly

heck, thus decreasing

own business, driving the
properly, being safe, and
some idiot who is trying to do
70 miles per hour through a
curve comes across the dou-
ble yellow and smacks you”
That is what happened to
Lisa Whitcomb. On March 17,
2000, the 42-year-old El Ca-
jon resident and divorced
‘mother of four boys was driv-
ing along Wildcat Canyon

had died in Sylvia’s arms as
she waited ina reception
area of the social security
medical facility. The young
parents had tried without suc-
cess to have the 1 1-month-old
seen by various doctors, who
would not treat her because
the two had no money to pay.
They had received medica-
tions from concerned friends,
but the baby’s condition wors-

their buying power and in-

creasing cy on
the factory for more loans to
meet their

At the time | interviewed
Sylvia, in January of 2001, the
payments on their lot were
four months behind. They
currently pay 906 pesos
monthly, and that amount
will soon increase. Each week
what Fi

ends up taking

payments o the factory, only
covers their expenses for
about three days. Then they
start buying food for the fam-
ily on credit. In the colonia
‘where they live, there is no
running water or drainage.
Daily trucks drive through
selling the water that families
use for bathing and cooking.
Sylvia confided that what she
needed to meet the family’s
‘water need is about four con-
tainers of water a day but that
she only buys two and tries to
conserve the water she uses o
bathe the children, cook, and
wash dishes.

As1 spoke with Sylvia, her
children listencd raptly to
their mother’s struggles or
played amidst the parked cars
in the dusty streets of a nearby
colonia. “Sometimes I regret
having had so many kids,"
Sylvia said repeatedly. "My
husband tells me not to think
that way, that we should feel
blessed to have them when
other couples want children
and cannot have them.” She
shared with frustration that
“we wish we could give them

more. Sometimes they scream
at me or ask me for things

doesn't have an education,
and it's the only work he can
do”

At one point Sylvia no-
ticed the quizzical expression
on the face of her youngest
daughter Lydia, and she told
hez, “It’s not that I don't love
all of you, it’s that I wish I
could give you more.”

Soon after the enactment
of NAFTA, Tijuana's popula-
tion exploded. In a ten-
month period, between Jan-
uary and November of 1995,
«cdose 1o 400 new maquiladora
factories opened shop. Ac-
«cording 10 a 1996 report in
Public Citizen, it was esti-
mated that in the Mexican
state of Baja California Norte,

in the cities of Ensenada,

or maquiladoras on the
U.S.-Mexico border. As of
April 1998, the number had
grown to 983,272 Mexicans

In another coloria lives
originally from Mexico City,
who came to Tijuana a few
years ago after his aunt and
uncle told him that the eco-
in Tijuana. Alejandro spoke
with a confident, easy man-
ner as he told me of his past
and of his dreams for his chil-
dren. What Alejandro desires
most is to someday luve a
well-constructed house wi
enough room for his children.
He emphasized that he would
like @ nice house for his chil-
dren because it's something
he's never had. He also
dreams that his children will
continue studying and one
day value themselves for who

continued on page 18

Pssst...We'll Give You

60 For That Phone

(ﬁ
Dual Band Sprint PCS Phone™ by

Use the advanced web browser on this phone’s large LCD
screen to monitor your stocks or scores.

= New high-speed web browser » Large disploy shows mare content
= 10-minute memory for voice memo ® 2.5 hours talk time

SYTD®® Original Retail Price
=330 Sprint PCS Mail-In Rebate

‘1 49& After Sprint PCS Mail-in Rebate*

Save *100 with Mail-Iin Rebate

On the purchase of sy two new Sprint PCS Phones™ or 30 on one.
Avanatie when you choose any Spant PCS Sarvice Plen. Offer eads 123101

[SPH2000)

AUDIO, VIDEDO AND A BOATLOAD
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OF KNOW HOW"

Call (760) 305-6100 Ext.0 for a Tweeter store

“Liet e e e s s e e Ve, hone s e gy of
et

Give us an old mobile phone
and we'll give you *60 towards
a new Sprint PCS phone.

We've created a program specifically designed to help keep
the latest wireless technology in your hands. Simply bring in
any wireless phone (working or not) and we'll give you $80
towards the purchase of a new Sprint PCS phone. It's that easy.”

3000 Minutes/*29

Natioawids Loag Distance inciuded. Every Minuts. Every Dey.

Rasching mors than 230 million people.
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AMERICA’S BEST WARRANTY!
5 YEARS/60,000 MILES
LIMITED BASIC WARRANTY

10 YEARS/100,000 MILES
POWER TRAIN WARRANTY

MSRP..
Rancho Disc

.$19,894
$2895
3000

AUTO, A/C

WE AT THIS PRICE
¥OBBE3C

2002 KIA 2001 KIA
RIO OPTIMA

MSRP...........$20,479
Rancho Disc . 53480
Rebate....

:in 10 vcu.us 57 9Hg9

SEDONA LX AND EX
NOW IN STOCK!

RESET TN 1) )fALER MARKUP

NET TO YOUI s-l 4 999

@RANCHO |

AIJTO GROUP

2002 KIA

10 AK MSRP
Rancho Disc
Rebate ...

SPORTAGE

$15140
$164)
31500 ONESTAS

NET TO YOU! Sl l 999

== $ SUZUKI

CREDIT PROBLEMS? NEED HELP?
N'T LET YOUR PAST CREDIT
STOP YOU!
1-800-NEW LOAN
1-800-639-5626

2002 KIA
CINCO

MSRP
Rnn:lm Disc..

$11,074
!575

NET To YOUI $9 999

2002 KIA
SPECTRA

MSRP.
Ranche Disc
Reba

te.

313,129
5'\430

4 PRI
105643

NET TO YOU! S‘ o 999

2001 SUZUKI ESTEEM

NET TO YOU! |

1997 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE LAREDO
ST#211037-1

NET TO YOU! &;—-fﬁ'v'")

ONE AT THIS PRICE 15 ggg
¥101372 I

ADOOR, AUTO, 4X4, |C

| $ suzuki |
2002 SUZUKI VITARA

MSRP.....

0%z

1998 JEEP
CHEROKEE CLASSIC
DADED. STe 1 167

2002 GRAND VITARA
JLS V-6

NET TO YOU!

516 999

2002 SUZUKI XL-7

o | MSRP.....$20214
O% ) Roncho Dic..$2215 OA)
&eacsl™ | NET TO YOU! \e'"*w's

g 17 /999

1999 JEEP CHEROKEE
SPORT 4-D

4D UTER, A/C, P/W, P/L STHIIZ]

510,995 | ! 9
198 1998 Jggwouu

34K MILES, A/C_5T# 1138

1998 CHRYSLER
SEBRING JXi

COMVERTIBLE, IEATHER, #2064 |

MOONROOF & MORE “ST# 1 1 72

‘18,995

8178 CLAIREMONT MESA BLVD. -

LOADED, 32K MILES. #207291

14

2001 JEEP
CHEIOKEE

W & MORE 5Ta 1051

2001 JEEF
R SPORT

*12,995

1999 CHRYSLER
300M

LEATHER, CHROME WHEELS ST# 1136

| 4 0UTER AUTO,A/C, T, CRUE, 10K MES STH1 160 [P

19,750

858-560-71700
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MIDWAY JEEP-CHRYSLER

Take a New Jeep or Chrysler Hom

he Holidays!

2002 Jeep Wrangler SE
MSRP._. ! $15,815
t

Factory Rebate........ SSOO

NET TO YOU
PLUS FEES!

#719422

savings!

2001 sler Sebri
Chry: ng

Sedans & Convertibles

ALL 2001 SEBRINGS IN STOCK!

2002 Jeep Libe-;;ty Sport

2001 Plymouth Neon

R !
o /0 AOI .R.
On approved credit

£ 37 We'll be there to

KEEP AMERICA ROLLING

with the longest-lasting, most dependable trucks on the road!

#166287

2002 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo
MSRP. - $26,195

7 Midway Discount .....-$2,166
Selling Price .. $23,999
Factory Rebate ___-$1,000

NET TO YOU
PLUS FEES!

2002 Chrysler Town & Country LX

Selling Price______

Factory Rebate____-$1,
NET TO YOU
PLUS FEES! §

#526883 & #526887

‘6305

L] Blazer LS

9,995

w

97 Honda Accord EX

9595

‘97 Mitsublshi Eclipse GS

'9.995

95 Grand Clerolee Laredo|

98 Ford Windstar GL

99 Pontiac Grand Am GT

—-2117 _’ Dcount.
3500 Fary Pebse

2002 TAHOE
4-DOOR

Auto, ar cond., LS package &
moms. Prwler.

30,972

1 2t his prics:
77

mssevcenwn  °22,940

R tamm Auto, et & e ar cond., 0 & thuch mom: Light
$1.000 Factory Rebete wrowood. 210 chooss: 105178, 108819

" $22.040 Prics o you

LARGE SELECTION OF GM CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

‘10,995

Al prices phus tax, fic. & doc. fees and finance charges if applicable. Expires 1/T5/01 Subject to prior sale.

777 Camino del Rio South
Mission Valley Auto Circle

1984 FORD TR 1905 CHEVY $19 1900 CHEYY LIDSNA. T4 BT 2000 CHEYY AR 004 T 1
B | TasT | REGW | e |aofiRiRu | cBEEaw | afEtm
5‘, 7 55,”7 57,597 7,997 511,450 513,997
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RO R | M | WEAS | Ol | TReme | SRREE | fEERe
*5,997 1,297 7,997 *8,280. 9497 1,597 ‘ 14,900 *18,875
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Rl | < | EGms | SEIGG | WOAS | 2RSN | ofi0ua. | TEA
*5,997- 7,575 7,997 8497 *10,797 13,297 14,977 *19,
www.courtesysandiego.com ‘ . ‘5_
888-868-1018 —_—
750 Camine Del Rio North’
T 2. On app — ALL ROADS LEAD TO COURTESY

L8 100767 iaquianon speay oay] ues




CITY LIGHTS

Ugly
secrets
continued from page 14
they are and not have to work
in factories. “It's very ex-
hausting and pays very little,”
he added. “When [ work, it's
12 hours in a row, standing,
with two half-hour breaks.”
For close to three years,
Alejandro has been working
for a Japanese-owned maqu-
iladora and earns 680 pesos a
week (roughly $65). He's also
paid 80 pesos a week in food

NEVER MISS A CALL!

VOICE MAIL
*6%°/mo.

1-800-309-8888

vouchers, which he can use in
certain supermarket chains.
The company he works for
supplies to other companies,
such as JVC and Sony, the
plastic components that hold
the hardware for televisions
and computers that are as-
sembled in other nearby fac-
tories. When he started he
was paid 46 pesos a day
(roughly $4). His workweek
is 42 hours of mostly
overnight shifis.
Alejandro is a proud fa

ther, and his children are the

* 15T MONTH FREE!
IMMEDIATE
HOOKUP - FREE!

NO HIDDEN COSTS!

CITY LIGHTS

best part of his life. His oldest
child, Alejandro, who is in sec-
ond grade, needs glasses. Al-
though he can read without
them, his ¢yes get tired and
water a lot from fatigue. Ale-
jandro Sr. was able to get
glasses for himself through a
nonprofit organization, but
he hasn't been able to get
them for his son. His wife
needs glasses too. “I've been
trying to teach her to drive,
but she can't see far away”
Alejandro’s wife starts
work at 3:00 in the afternoon

CITY LIGHTS

and gets off at 11:00 at night,
He'd like her to be able to
drive their beaten-up car so
she won't have to walk home
late at night from where the
taxis let her off; at the entrance
to their colortia, about a half
mile from their home. Mon-
days through Thursdays Ale-
jandro can meet her at the taxi
stop when she arrives at mid-
night, but Fridays and Satur-
days she has to walk home
alone in the unpaved, ill-lit

streets because Alejandro goes

into work on those days at

CITY LIGHTS

7:00 p.m.

On Pridays and Saturdays,
when both are working, Ale-
‘their young children alone for
about three hours each night.
Their neighbor keeps an eye
on them, but they stay alone
in the house. In the first year
‘with the factory, Alejandro in-
formed me, workers receive 6
vacation days. After the sec-
ond year, they receive 8 days,
and after the third year, 10
days. After four years, vacation
days are frozen at 12 days and
no more. In his job, Alejandro
receives no sick time, although
he does have medical insur-
ance through Seguro Social,
which is the government-run
health-care system. “If you're
sick you can miss work if you
need to]” he explains, “but they
won't pay you. If you're sick
you just have to work it out as
best you can.

“Fortunately, my wife and
I know how to manage our
money,” he says. “Between the
two of us we earn about 1200
pesos [$110] & week. [ we buy
clothes, they’re used, but there
is still a lot of secondhand
clothing that's good. We
spend about 600 pesos a week

CITY LIGHTS

ment of our land, which is
about 1200 pesos a month.

The land that they live on
has no running water, and for
a bathroom they use a
wooden latrine that sits on a
hole they dug themselves. In
the factory where Alejandro
works, loans are made in
amounts up to 3000 pesos at
a time, but he prefers not to
take these loans, explaining
that “while you're filling up
one hole you're digging an-
other. It’s better just to make
do as we can.”

Explaining how he feels
about his life in Tijuana, Ale-
jandro said assuredly, “Here
in Tijuana, it's more calm. Yes,
there is violence, but it's not
as much as in Mexico City.
When I got here I didn't like
it at all. I didn't like the
weather or the hills. I was
used to walking in flat streets,
but 1 tried hard and I got used
toit"m

= Pick Your Style

1000 STYLES

SofaS/Sleepel'S from ‘599

We Make It. We Ship It.

 Pick Your Fabric

6000 FABRICS

m—p——. e
Your favorite fabric
on any of our styles

Any configuration
to fit your room.

Slipcover Sofas 1.~ 699

L NDS

San Diego HOURS VISA

MON.-FRI. 10-7 MASTERCARD
8290 MIRAMAR RD. M O8aT o 8° HOME FURNISHINGS “¢nancing
858-695-2767 SUN. 11-5 www.legendsfurniture.com AVAILABLE '

Flexible va
& Dimensions

S——— ¢
CHAISES ACCENT PIECES

Hillcrest -

1644 UNIVERSITY AVE.
619-692-3131

Quietly. a colleague. then gave me a tip.

a service for professionals

that sounded quite hiy

With nothing to lose
and havin »od h
just 2 days later.

| was on adate having lunch!
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WIRELESS WORLD ADVANTAGES:
DEAL DARECT WITH ATAT + BRAND-NIW PHONES, NOT REFURSISIED - OMLY 1-YEAR CONTRACT

2 FREE PHONES DEAL

*20°°

1 FREE PHONE DEAL

3

1,250 MINUTES
+ FREE USA LONG DISTANCE

*39°

400 MINUTES + UNLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS
+ FREE USA LONG DISTANCE

600 MINUTES + UNLIMITED MIGHTS AND WEEKENDS
+ FREE USA LONG DISTANCE

‘69”

FREE'

NOKIA

5165
Trimode

= 30 g tones

mes
8-day standby barery

FREE'
ERICSSON

R289LX
* Temods
f * Web phone
* Twoway text
messaging

s sq’ﬂ

EB-TXJ10 ALLURE
= Voice activated

{619) ”3.33’.
3173 MIDWAY DR., SUITE M
(NEXT DOOR 10 BOOT WORLD)

800 MINUTES + UNLLMITED NIGHTS AMD WEEKENDS
+ FREE USA LONG DISTANCE

All plans inchude: FREE ROAMING IN 4 STATES, MOBILE WEB, TEXT MESSAGING,
VOICE MAIL, CALLER ID, CALL FORWARDING, CONFERENCE CALLING

500 MINUTES + UNLIMITED MIGHTS & WEEKENDS
REE USA LONG DISTANCE + FREE ROAMING ALL USA

FREE LEATHER CASE, CAR CHARGER, HANDS-FREE, HOME CHARGER,
FACEPLATE*, BELT CUP INCLUDED WITH ALL PHONES

FREE' FREE'
ERICSSON MOTOROLA
RI0OOLX ; V2397

* Voice ocivaied ! * Trrmode

= Silot vibe » 2way text messaging
« Trimode * Colorhul phone wraps

= Text messaging

99 $5Q%
NOKIA Panasonic
3350 DURA MAX
* Trimode +10.5 day sondby baery
+10.5 doy srandby botery o Tiimods
* Bl B meszogas * Shock resiskont
* Silant viba T maor
9™ ‘299
NOKLA peoTamoea
e
* TDMA fri-mode * Voice octivoted
.4 mc}.:nu 2 El;;’mlcuh D
* USB port

WIRELESS WORLD

(858) 566.5115
6780 MIRAMAR RD., SUITE 106
RIGHT SEHIND CARL'S ., NEAR 8051

O
. OAL. Sam stors or dtok.

STRAIGHT.... ... HIP|

latranion by Rick Gesry

Marr

3217V MIHLLVWAS

Is it true that a well-placed nudlear bomib detonated over the ceniral United States would erase the hard

drive of every computer in the country? I guess no one would really care whether their computers worked if

their skin was falling off. Please settle my mind about this.

Settle? Hmmmm. Il stop you from puzzling over the old question, but Il give you something new

—Jim Stewart, La Jolla

10 fret about. That's a trend these days. ..the year of new things to fret about. May as well pile on this one,

while we're at it

Yes, a well-placed nuclear bomb could fry every hard drive in the country. It would fry not

only all hard drives, but every other type of unshickded magneti

c storage device, semicond

fuctors, and

most electrical wiring. Apparently the nuke geeks have known about this for 40 years, but it just

hasn’t come up much in conversation. The feds have to protect their Nevada facilities

during nuke testing. I guess the rest of us are on our own.

from wipeouts

When a nuciear device s detonated, smon other stufl, it cits 3 spectacular pulse of energy

in the range of tens of thousands of votts

eoconintnn a7 amickded bit of lertrnic o erirical gear, the olings surge i it ar e radiation
wipes out the data. And this could be a nuclear device set off 250 miles straight up, which wouldn't

lall people, just electronics. That day you'll aversleep because your alarm will be fried. But so what? You

can't drive 10 work anyway, cause your car won't start. But so what? The office computers are useless.
Sa stay home and watch TV. Uh-oh, no TV. No radio. A big nationwide nuthin'’. Chin up, Jim. The ex
perts say it's possible for this 1o happen, but the odds are pretty slim that it ever will

Old Matt:

1 know where Old England is, I know where Old York is. 1 know where to find Old Hampshire, Old

Mexico, Old Orleans. But where is Old Zealand?

— Clueless, the Net

New Zealand (original Maori name: Aotearoa) was renamed Nieuw Zeeland in 1624 by explorer Abel
Janszoon Tasman, loncsome for the Dutch province of Zeeland. In return, Abel's name has
stuck on an Australian state (Tasmania, formerly Van Diemen’s Land), a sea, a mountain, 2 wolf, a
national park, and a small vicious animal and cartoon character

Hey:

Why do Disney characiers like Mickey Mouse, Pluto, and Goofy have only three fingers instead of four? I
know Donald Duck has  wing, 0 that can be drawn with as many fingers as the artist wants. Bui

s d my dog and cat,
like we do.

five digits on their front paws, just

— A8, the Net

1 you can accepta duck with hands and a dog that wears gloves, shoes, and pants, why quibble about
missing digits? Anyway, Walt must have known you'd ask, because he explained the situation in one
of the many books about the studio. *Lcaving the finger off was a great asset artistically and finan-
cially. Artistically, five digits are too many for a mouse. Huhmd;wouidlookhknbumhm‘bnwm

Financially, not having an cxtra finger in ¢ach of 45,000 drawings that make up a six-and-onc.
minute short has saved the studio millions.” During WWTI, Mickey even lost his tail as the result ul'

an exccutive decision to save even more time and moncy.

Mart:

Why does water seem coler when you drink it afier eafing mints?

— Fern, somewhere unspecified

50 you've been spending s ot of ime sitting sround the wmm‘m«a-«sm with &

Sparkletts nature? If you's
nn!ymuhmphu.l'lldnnymfylhunmfurym Pepper-, var lndlnduhnkmommml

Appwmmmm.nmdummummmmmmmhmmﬂynn

.u.:.mmuwn, Mmﬂumﬂ.mﬂul’uﬂpmmﬂumﬂqmﬂym

begin to respond. Stick
th, zap a litth th in there, and it's like air- itionis
lder. And this is hard evide for the old

Hey, Mr. Mate:
Where are you from if you're from the boorsies?

— My Hometown, the Boomies
Nobody was from the boonies before the mid-1960s of so. m:.mwmﬂw was

todka® is

4 WWII s borrow from the Philippines: bundok, which means “mountain.”
Got » question you ﬂ—ﬂ@kmhhhw&-u‘-m ",
d.;-mrn.l-n-.:- ol
SenDiegnliender. com.
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340 WATTS

B 1007 '67 5quianoN ey alng] urs




3
g
:
£
a
q

m@ﬁ

We pp Youk

GET UP TO

5 FREE

PHONES!" %9

1 INCLUDED INCLUDED
] ANYTIME WEEKEND
L MINUTES MINUTES**
upto upto
500 + 1000
MOTOROLA V2397

Iing betwesen plar

Suggested Retail $99
A+ Discount -$99

FREE Phone = $0

2-WAY TEXT MESSAGING-
TYPE THE rfﬁ(

AUDIOVOX The latest from LG 510
CDM135XL MOTOROLA V60C sggn"
" "
FREE 3397 While supplies last!
* Vibrates * Vibrates « Calendar
» Web browser « Caller ID « Scheduler
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* 72-hour standby « 72-hour standby
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SportingBox >~

Four Hairs A Minute

hree-hour sitting.”

ately, I've naticed t

ym. Some of the younger guys have no
body hair. | mean, they used to, but now, they
have nothing, not a hair on their chests, arms,
underarms, faces, o legs. Point 2. Last week,
at a holiday party, I overheard a young woman
tell anather young woman that her boyfriend
has begun shaving his chest hair

The sports implications arising from these
alarming reports are as obvious as they are
ominous. Within moments, | telephoned my
sports hair-exterminator advisor.

“Well, I've been doing electrolysis for a long
time and athletic people do come in.” Speak-
ing is Kathleen Mazur, proprietor of Electral
ysis by Kathleen Mazur, which can be found
on Washington Street in San Diego.

“What, exactly, do you do?”

“I sdip a little needle into the pore of the
litthe hair follicke. We can't sce our target, it’s
underneath the skin. I need to cook the lower
half of the hair follicle. See, it's one hair at a time.
1f you're really good at it, you can cook one fol-
licle in four seconds. Electrolysis takes lots of
hours "

This is going 10 be fun! “What does

n:mm“, Hissue mean?”

« needle is hot. The little needle goes
nto lhr little hair follicle. That part of the treat
ment, you don't feel. Then, I turn on the heat,
and yes, it is cooking the lower half of the hair
follicle tissue, o the hair can't grow again.”

Honey, let’s have a barbeque tonight! 1
assume you're also cooking the tissue that sur-
rounds the hair follicle?”

“The heat starts at the tip of the necdle
The needle gocs to the decpest, moistest part
of the hair follicle and the current acts on the
moisture, By the time we get up to the skin,
the top, we hope not to cook anymaore. Also,
I'm holding on to the hair with the tweezers,
lifting gently, checking for looseness. At the

f-way point, before the hair gets up to the
epidermis, the hair gives way and slithers out
casily.”
"WHAT COULD BE MORE NATURAL!
“How many follicles can you pick in an hour?”

“ A good working pace is six seconds per
hair, but if you catch really well, you could do
four seconds per hai

“Let's see, four seconds per hair, would be
15 hairs per minute, would be._., just a second. ..
900 hairs an hour.” Not a lot of follicles for the
buck. *I take it the offending body hair is gone
forever?”

“We hope 1o kill 50 percent with each
session.”

Hardy little bastards! “So, I would have
1o come back and you'd pick over the samc
arca again, hoping to get 50 percent of what's
left and 50 on and so forth until the end of
time?”

“Every time we work we hope to get 50
percent until we get cver Now, | have
removed a man's chest hair. He had a very
socially acceptable amount of hair. 1t looked
fine 1o me, but, no, he was lifting weights and
he wanted to be sleck.

“He came in nine hours a week for at least
two years, never missed. He would have three,
three-hour sessions a week. He was still com.
ing in at the five-year point—not so regularly,
once a month or yo—but he would stay for a

The Sporting
via the Intenet.

The heart wants what the heart wants!
“How much has he spent so far?™

“He said that during the first six months
e spent $13,000. You have to be a little nuts.”

SWEETHEART, MY BODY HAIR IS
WORTH $100,000! “You must get your share of
transsexuals. A sexchange operation wouldn't
change the hair count. How long does it take a
transsexual to get rid of his/her beard?”

“1 think the transsexuals like o be called
transgender. An average man with a beard
hair on his neck, hair on his checks, would be
a300-hour job.”

Choke AND Gasp. “How much do you
charge an hour?”

“sixty dollars an how

How can | getinto this? “How did you get
into this?”

“I had a hair problem, had electrolysis
done, and it inspired me. I've had my own

The Vegas Line

NFL Week 12
[Home Team in CAPS]
Ower/

Favorite Spread Under Underdog
Thursday
Philadeiphia 3 37 KANSAS CITY
Sunday
MiAMI 3 39142 Denver
BALTIMORE 7 43 indhanapols
NEW ORLEANS  101/2 41 Carolna
PITTSBURGH 7 40 1/2 Minnesota
NYJETS 3 38 New England
St Lows. 812 47 ATLANTA
Tampa Bay 6 35 CINCINNATI
CLEVELAND 1 35172 Tennessee
CHICAGO (AL 38 Detrot
SEATTLE 3 43 SanDiego
OAKLAND 112 45 Anona
WASHINGTON 8172 15172 Dallas

: SAN FRANCISCO 9 46 1/2 Buffalo

| Monday

| Green Bay 3 421/2 JACKSONVILLE

business for 30 years."

Where is the weightlifter now? “Let's say
1 have one square inch of hair that displeases
me. My neighbors complain, my dog whines
when T undress. | want that hair removed. How
many times would | have to come back to you
to get that patch of fuzz off my body and out
of my life?”

Mazur doesn't hesitate, "Coarse, deep hair
takes longer. We're killing 70 percent every
time 1 work on fine hair. On coarser hair the
kill is 50 percent every time | work. And then,
regrowth, the hair that survived electrolysis,
will be damaged hair which will grow less coarse
and we'll get a higher kill on that kind of hair.*

I need much, much more information on
kill rates. Top-of-finger kill rate. Ankle kill rate.
Tip-of-nose kill rate. Top-of-knee kill rate. “1
suppose pubic hair is a special problem.”

Box solicits your comments
‘sportbox@ix netcom com.
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SHEEP A GOATS

tic Orthodox Church

Address: 360 N. Grlludun St., Solana Beach,
858-635-2169
Year founded: 1994
Senior pastor: Fr. Mina Youssel
Cawl.ion; 70 families
Staff: |
Sund-ylrhool enrollment: 100

Annual budget: not available
Weekly giving: not available
Singles program: no
Diversity: Egyptian
Dress: dressy
Services: Sunday liturgy, 8:30 a.m

Last Sunday 1 arrived at Saint Demiana by
mistake at 6:45 a.m. The sky was just urning
pale blue. I knocked and knocked and a little
side door on the church’s west side creaked
open. Warm yeasty steam poured out. A face

ed around the door. No, the Holy Liturgy
didn’t begin at 7:00 a.m. as I'd thought, but
aB0am were
in the church’s kitchen
baking the bread used
during Communion.
They'd been baking
since 5:00 a.m

St. Demiana is a
Coptic <k
were Egy,
Christians. Their mem-
ory reaches far into
Egypts pre-Idamic past
The Coptsdon't think
of themselves as Arabs,
but as the descendants
of the Egyptians who
built the Pyramids,
They remember when
Alexander the Great

invaded Egypt in content

313 B.C. and brought | delivery

ith him the entirety of turgy.....
Music

Greek culture. The
Coptic language — the
language famously
encoded in hiero-

choir.

glyphs — came to be Flawess.....
written in the Greek F“‘d. aypicsin

alphabet. St. Mark the
Evangelist, the Coptic

Church's patron, ear Poos 10 sansfactory

ried the Gospel to Oeod
Egvpt. \ml:wod
For several cen- e
e 3 arsardinary
dria, in particular —
was Christianity’s hot
center. The Coptic Church introduced monas-

ticism to Christianity, and an sustere and rad-

q pew, St
Father Mina Youssef saw me. H:l:ﬁhnphu
ave. He put his hand on rmy shaoulder. He his-
pered in my car, "Who are you! Why are you
here?™

St. Demiana sits on one of those resi-
dential streets in Solana Beach where aca-
demics from UCSD and the Salk Institute
Jong ago bought homes and invested care and
imagination in their gardens. Rare fernis spill
from shaded porches. Exotic bamboo run
down alleys. Unusual passionflower vines

fences and work their way up util-
ity poles.

congregational ..

IISIIIP l"lllih

St. Demiana celebrates the Mother of
All Liturgies. Communion is the four-hour
liturgy’s dead center. Nincty minutes pass
from when Father Yousscf to conse-
crate the Elements to when the last members
of his congregation wipe wine from their lip\
The Bread and the Wine are given
People, in their stacking feet, line up to receive
the Bread, which Father Youssef places with
A hands

them a napkin, which, as they return to their
pews, they hold over their mouths while they
chew. With his fingers, Father Youssef cleans
and eats every last crumb from the big silver
platter that held the Bread. People line up to
receive the Wine, which Father Youssef dis
penses from a chalice with a long-handled
silver spoon

Deacons play cymbals and triangles in a
peppy. galloping rhythm to accompany the
liturgy Father Youssef sings. St. Demiana’s
isn't a dour service. Many well-mannered chil-

dren trot around. When
they're exhausted, their
mothers rock them 1o
sieep on their laps.
There is also a great
of incense. Clouds
ofinicense spill into the
social hall where a TV
monitor displays what's
going on in the nave
and sanctuary.

In this thick
incense in the social hall,
a woman took me by
the hand and led to a
corner of the room.
she'd left Egypt long
agn, she sakd. She suid she

wanted Americans to

seidnd understand something,

sty “You have to tell

Americans what we've

gh 1 work in

stk a large American cor-

no choir poration. I'm afraid to

ol admit that I'm Egyp-

na flowerd tian. You know what

it Americans are hearing
inthe news about

tians. And for so long
we Copts have had such
a hard time there. In
Egypt, Copts are killed
al.l the time by Muslim
talists. Their
!lrmllu don't report
it. They're afraid to
report it. Bven here, in America, people are afraid
to speak out about what happens in Egypt
because if they do, they'rc afraid that back in
Egypt, someone will hurt their families. You
have to tell people that Egypt isn't made up
of Muslim fundamentalists. It was once very
cosmopolitan. Alexandria was once a par-
adise. You know, for Egyptians who remem-
ber, we used to go to Italy. We would go 1o
Italy and look on its plazas, its order, its clean-
liness, and we'd think, yes, this was how Egypt
once was.”
After the service, Father Youssef again
made his way to me. He apologized for ques-
rmmmgm(uﬂxr Heis in all ways an adorable

“Tell something abut our history. You
know, we are actually about 20 percent of
Egypt's population. In Los Angeles, there are
more than 20 Coptic churches. Ptnpl:-lmuld
know more about us, but you know, we're
afraid to talk. Back in Egypt we are so hated.”
— Abe Opincar
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Dear Aunt Trudy,

Every time | have lunch with a certain friend of
mine, she spends a while in the bathroom at the end
of the meal. Now, maybe she’s just putting on
makeup or combing her hair, but I have a fecling
she’s throwing up. T've read about women who make
themselves vomit after eating to keep their weight
down and how damaging that is to their health

Should I do something?
CONCERNED IN CORONADO

Dear Concerned,

Bulimia s a very sefious, alaming problem, as
are all eating disorders. As you point out, these

ilinesses can have grave physical conse-

quences. The good news is that treatment is
available. t's difficult to tell, though, from the
scant information in your letter, what's going on
here. The American Anorexia Bulimia Association
cites the following possible risk factors for these
llnesses: having a relative who has an eating
disorder, requent dieting, low seifesteem, diff
culty with seffregulation, body image problems,
fears about separation, problems with bound-
anes, and tendencies to be perfectionistic and
distrustiul. Women and adolescent girls are par-
ticularly vinerable, though these disorders do
affect males. Is your fiend losing weight? Does
she seem depressed and,/or obsessed with thin-
ness? Does she spend a long time in the bath-
100m if you go in with her or only if she's alone?
Do you ever use the bathroom after she does (|
know this sounds gross, but it would be further
evidence) to see ff there's a smell of vomit in the

air? Bulimia involves great shame for the

sufferer, and while | appreciate your concem for
your friend, | think you may need a better founda-
tion for your suspicions before confronting her,
Lord knows, | have been guilty of spending gobs
of time in the bathroom after meals for runof-
the-mill digestive reasons or to primp, as you

suggested. Hopefully your pal's restroom

50j0ums have an innocent cause. If you become
ahsolutely comvinced that your friend is il, then
Voice your concem and offer help. In that case,
though, you must gird your loins for a wide range
of possible reactions. Any readers who've had
‘experience with eating disorders want to weigh

in (o pun intended) here?

Dear Aunt Trudy,

My pal Ari has been going with a woman I'l call
Amanda for a year.of 5o, She's ten years his junior.
They now live together and scem smitten with cach
other. Every time I ask him how things arc going
with Amanda, Ari says “great” and seems to mean it.
1 think he wants to marry her. ['m worried, though.
Ari’s last girlfriend was not casy to get along with.
When that previous girlfriend, Elaine, left him rather
suddenly and meanly, he was devastated. It took him

quite a while to recover. Amanda isa
feisty girl with a smart mouth (Ari
seems to like this type) who has her
good side, but she ofien teases him in a
way | find offensive. She'll call him “old
man” or “you old geezer” or mock his
little quirks in front of other people.
‘This doesn't seem to bother Ari, but it
makes me wonder if this woman is real-
ly goad for him or if she'll just hurt him
eventually like Elaine did. Should I
‘warn Ari that this woman may not be
for him or just zip my lip and hope for
the best?

PROTECTIVE FRIEND

INEL CAJON

Dear Protective,

Each relationship is a unique
planct — with its own customs, cli-
mate, and language. I've said this
before, but it may be worth repeat-
ing. If Ari and Amanda really seem
happy, then it may be that they are
living and thriving, after their fash-
lon, on a purple world in a distant
galaxy you and | would never be will
ing or able to inhabit. You might
just have to shake your head at
these sensitivity free remarks of
Amanda's and leave it at that.
When you're alone with him, you
could ask An, in a respectful and
relaxed way, whether those com-
ments of his darfing's ever get
under his skin, Even if they do irk
him, this matter is really between
the two lovebirds. | know you only
want to prevent your friend from
enduring further heartache, but
don't make the mistake of getting
between these sparring partners.
Bruises will be all you have to show
for it. You can share the fact that it
makes you uncomfortable to hear
Amanda speak to Ari like that and
get his take on it. Al may be a bit
of a masochist and thus could be
deriving pleasure out of Amanda's
mild insuits. If she’s rude to you,
that's another story entirely. The
adage “One man's meat is another
man's poison” applies very aptly to
the astonishing variety of what dis-
gusts or delights us inove.

Write to Aunt Trudy c/o the

San Diego Reader, P.O. Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186-5803; call her
at 619-235-3000 ext. 413; fax her at
619-881-2401; or ¢-mail to
trudy@sdreader.com

For

IFREEUP]

[THE BETTER WAY TO PREPAY]

1000 FREE

Weekend Minutes

as long as your account remains aclive

Kyocera

For FREE Overnight Delivery

1.800.2JOIN IN

1.800.256.4

verizonwlreless.com

Domestic Long Distance Included
ext Messaging

veri ONnvircless

10 terms of

receipt and bar code required,
based on responses from 14

-mnlm-p-r :
ngm . 4.0
A xm‘m subscribers in 25 of the top U.S. markets. San Diego market covers: San Diego County in the state of California. www.jdpower.com. €2001 Verizon Wireless.

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
CARLSBAD DEL MAR FASHION VALLEY
1846 Masron Rd 2683 Via De La Valle, Ste. L Upper level, next to Macy's
(760) 720-8400 (858) 5239850 (858) 5356400
Coming Soon EL CAJON HILLCREST
Westfield Shoppingtown 1571 N. Magnolia 1248 University Ave
Ptaza Real - Kiosk (619) 5967201 (619) 278-0970
2525 I Camino Real, #30 ESCONDIDO KEARNY MESA/
CARMEL MTN. RANCH 3440 Dei Lago Bivd GRATH
11134 Rancho Carmel Dr (760) 781-3600 7061 Clairemont Mesa Bivd
(858) 618-2100 (858) 614-0011
CHULA VISTA
67 N. Broadway 54 it Center Dr.
(618) 408-4600 (619) 644.2900
591H Street. Ste. B
(619) 4099808

POWAY
14751 Pomerado Rd
(858) 5130039

SAN DIEGO/
COSTA VERDE

8750 Genesse A
(858) 450-2800
SPORTS ARENA

Midway and Rosecrans
(619) 5234500

STONECREST
3737 Murphy Canyon Rd
(858) 2785518

A p—



g
i
g
j
8
a8
3
=

But even that move proved embarrassing, when it came to light that the city had forked over at least $3 mil-

lion to the Los Angeles firm for coming up with the failed appeals strategy.

Then there is Gwin

W. Bush 10 become San Diego’s next United States attorney. A loyal Republican who collected the endorse-
ments of three GOP congressmen (Randy “Duke” Cunningham, Duncan Hunter, and Darrell Issa), Gwinn,

on the surface at least, seemed like a shoo-in. But the White House has been dragging its feet on filling the

Story continued from front page

Did Casey Gwinn Try to
Get Don Bauder Fired?

THE CITY ATTORNEY’'S CONFIDENTIAL LETTER TO THE UNION-TRIBUNE

s attempt to win the coveted appointment by the administration of President George

post, and last month, the San Diego Union-Tribune made it clear that Gwinn was not the newspaper’s choice,

proclaiming instead, “The best candidate in this field of applicants is Charles La Bella,” an ex—deputy U.S.

attorney who earned fame as a Clinton antagonist.

Asked why the Union- Tribune failed to support Gwinn,
insiders cite the opinion held by many local lawyers and

politicos: the city attorney is an intellectual and poli

ical

lightweight who got into office through the good graces of
his onetime boss, ex—ity attorney John Witt. Insiders also

say that Gwinn has often seemed too willing to cut

hical

«corners. On the verge of retirement back in 1996, Witt de-
layed announcing his departure, hoping that it would be too
late for candidates other than Gwinn to get into the race to

succeed him.
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The strategy worked and Gwinn ran unoppaosed. Even
then, he raised thousands of dollars from members of law
firms with business before the city, indluding the down-
town firm of Luce, Forward, whose partner, Charles Bird,
a Gwinn contributor, represented the city in its legal battles
against opponents of the Chargers' ticket guarantee and the
downtown baseball stadium. Much of the money was used
to repay Gwinn for a personal loan he had made to an ear
lier campaign in which he had run for district attorney.

Thus assured of winning office, during the months be

& LOMB
DALY WEAR il

M

fore the March 1996 election, Gwinn began lashing out at
opponents of the Chargers’ ticket guarantee and the Qual-
comm Stadium expansion. In January and February of 1996
he came up with a series of legal actions on behalf of the ticket
guarantee and expansion plan, which requires city taxpay-

ers to pick up the tab for unsold seats d
at Qualcomm Stadium. The long-running legal batile lasted
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until February 1997, when
Gwinn, who by then had
been elected city attorney,
convinced superior court
judge Anthony louph to

ers' deal with the city.

“It was a clean sweep
for the city,” Gwinn boasted
to reporters outside the
court. “The judge has made
clear that what the city is
doing at the stadium is le-
gal and appropriate — and
has been.” The ticket guar-
antee has since cost city tax-
payers more than $10 mil-
lion, and the clock is still
running.

Gwinn has been equally
stalwart in his backing of
the new downtown base-
ball stadium. Critics say his
oft-times emotional sup-
port of the project has
sometimes gotten in the
way of his duties as city
prosecutor. They point to
the case of Padres owner

Even well before the
Stallings transgressions
emerged into public view
in April 2000, it was appar-
ent that Gwinn was consis-
tently an ally of Padres
management.

After Moores brought
his November 1998 cam-
paign for the downtown
baseball stadium to a vic-
torious close, Moores re-
warded many of his sup-
porters, both in and out-

side city hall, with a series of
personal gifts. One recipient
was city planning commis-
sioner Geralda “Gerri"”
Stryker, who had been a.co-
chairman of the pro-sta-
dium campaign, on which
Moores had spent more
than $1 million. The
Moores gifts to Stryker in
cluded a “Two-Volume
Book on Lane Field,” a
“Commemorative Wine
Bottle,” and a “’98 Player
Photo Album,” according

John Moores and Council- to her financial disclosure
woman Valerie Stallings, statement.

who was eventually forced Though the gifis were
to plead guilty to charges never apprused.olher offi-
of political cof ion and cials who had d them
resign when it came to light reported their value to be
she had received stock tips in excess of $300. One non-

and other favors from
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deeply troubled
Smnqnum'rnhn M. Bauder has musrepresented the
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legal counse! on the Ballpark

First and foremost. it is ¢lear that Mr. Bauder contacted Zane Mann, the owner and

. Editor
San Diego Union Tribune
5 350 Camino de la Reina

publisher of the California

i

received the photo album
proudly told friends that as
a collectors’ item it was
worth “thousands of dol-
lars” If so, then Stryker, un-
der state conflict-of-interest
laws, would have been
barred from voting as a
planning commissioner on
any and all aspects of the

« Voice dialing
* Vibrates

- Only 2.8 oz
* 3-5 hrs.

talk time

8 NO TAX

. Full

{Bgn available)

Hottest
plmne on the
olor
hign vesmullon

-+ Videq games

= Text messaging.
pictures 8

sound $

Project regarding.

e A

hummumn—mwym,mu

Municipal Bond Advisor and made & false statement regarding the
Ciry's balipark financing with knowledge that his statement was false. Mr. Bauder quotes
“ Zane Mann 1n tus November 6. 2001 column as saying that he has never beard of an msured P

bonci payiag sych a high imeres: rae_ He goes on o quote Zane Mann as e
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downtown stadium and re-
lated developrrent, includ-
ing hotels and office
buildings.

Gwinn'’s office, how-
ever, quickly issued an opin-
ion clearing the way for
Stryker to participate in all
stadium-related votes that
«camne before her. “If the fair-
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Letter from Casey Gwann 1o Karin Wanner

market value (of the gifts|
is difficult to ascertain,”
Gwinn's office opined in a
letter dated December 29,
1999, “then the value is to
be determined by the cost
of the donor. If this value
is unknown, then the re-
cipient shall make a good
faith and reasonable ap-
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- 1000

Choice of 4 Netw:
SPRINT « ATAT « VERIZON = CINGULAR

Many Convenient Rate Plans To Suit Any Budget

250 mlnutes Ior $29.99

150 amytime minAcs

750 minutes for $34.99

3
1350 anylime 3150 nights & week

400 m!nmes for r$39.99

proximation [of the gifts’
value].

“Based on our investi
gation, we. do not have
credible evidence estab-
lishing that Ms. Stryker's
valuations of the three gifts
were not a reasonable ap-
proximation. By law, she
therefore lacks a financial
interest in [the ballpark
project] because she has not
been the recipient of gifts
in excess of $300 from any
donc pecifically Mr.
Moores.

Earlier in 1999, when
Mel Shapiro, a retired ac
countant, objected that
Moores and then Padires co-
owner Larry Lucchino ap-
peared to be violating the
city's influence-peddling
law by failing to file lobby.
ing statements disclosing
gifts and dinners they had
bestowed during their pri-
vate meetings with public
officials, Gwinn backed
Moores.

“Mr. Moores and Mr.
Lucchino,” Gwinn's office
ruled, “are exempted from
the registration require-
ments because they have
been negotiating a written
agreement following the se-
lection of the San Diego
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Padres as party o a con-
tract with the city.” The city
counil, Gwinn's
advice, later changed the

i ing law

the law “has been gutted —
now they don’t have to re-
port at all.” Campaign
records showed that dur-

ing 1999 Gwinn had col-
lected at least $1000 in cam-
paign contributions from
Moores and members of
the Moores family.

When the Stallings
matter became public in
April 2000, Gwinn's re-
sponse was to argue that the
councilwoman had broken
no laws. He reasoned that,
because she had purchased
stock in a Moores entity —
a Texas software company
called Neon Systems — un-
related to the stadium, the
conflict-of-interest laws
were not violated.

“People are calling us
and writing us and e-mail-
ing us, and people are an-
gry. and a fair amount of
their anger is directed to-
ward me— ‘Why don't you -
step up and condemn
this?" " Gwinn told the
Union-Tribune in May
2000.“I'm not the ethics
police. And that’s frustrat-
ing to the public, who be.
lieve | should be. My role is
to determine whether or
not it is a violation of state
law or local law that I have
jurisdiction over. My role is
not to say whether some-
is immoral or

Ultimately, Stallings
pled guilty to the arime of
failing to report gifts from
Moores and voting with a
conflict of interest, but by
then Gwinn was no longer
involved with the case,
which was ultimately han-
dled by the offices of U.S.
Attorney and District At-
torneey. In a column dated
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« MasterCard «
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May 16, 2000, Union-Tri-
bune financial columnist
Don Bauder reported that
Gwinn, still taking no ac-
tion himself, had referred
the matter to the state’s Fair
Political Practices Com-
mission and federal Secu
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torney general in light of
the fact that Gwinn has pre-
ndp:mu case”
month, Gwinn's
eﬁ‘om on behalf of john
Moores.and the downtown
baseball stadium took a
more personal turn, with
the object of Gwinn's wrath
being none other than
Bauder, the respected
columnist views are
often at odds with those of
the paper’s editorial page.
Alongtime critic of the sta-
dium deal, Bauder has fre-
quently picked apart what
he says are questionable fi-
nancial details of the tax
_financed plan. As the
one establishment voice
speaking out against the
proposal, Bauder has be
come a lightning rod for

mission. But, rep

Bauder, “That may not be
enough” He quoted attor-
ney Richard E. Gattis as say-
ing, “The DA is the appro-
priate person to investigate
this, either the DA or at-

of age or older who quallfy for the Study will be required 1o vist the study
doctar for & screening visi [Day 1) and follow-up exams on Days 3, 6, 11 and 17, You must use the study medication two times each day for 10 days as
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s
the legal and financial pit-
falls the project has faced.
On November 6,
Bauder opened a column
about the baseball stacium
by saying, “Do you know
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alesson.

“If you're already bald,
like me, you should be able
to read it without develop-
ing more follicle problems.
If you have your hair, use
Rogaine before tackling this
document.”

He went on to present
a harrowing litany of dam-
ages to be suffered by tax-
payers and concluded,
) boasts that

the size of the bond sale has
been pared from $273 mil-
lion to $170 million. But
the difference simply comes
out of another pocket. It
won't be paid by the tooth
fairy. The interest rate is so
staggeringly high because

all along, this deal has been
a financial fantasy — if not
finagling”

Noting that the ball-
park bonds would com-
mand an unprecedented
8.83 interest rate, Bauder
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said, "The interest rate is so
staggeringly high because
the city cannot get unqual
ified approval of its bond
counsel” He included a sin-
gle, one-line quote from
Zane Manh, a Palm
Springs—based financial
journalist who runs a
newsletter called the Cali
fornia Municipal Bond Ad
visor. “In the municipal
bond market, you couldn’t
sella bond without the OK
of bond counsel.”
The next day, C
wrotea letter to Union-Tri-
bune editor Karin Winner,
in which he claimed, "Mr.
Bauder has misrepresented
the truth through conduct
that may be legally action-
able” In other words,
Gwinn was threatening (0
sue the paper for what his
letter alleged was Bauder's
“misconduct.”

Swinn

California Municipal Bond
Advisor and made a false
statement regarding the

Bauder’s column, | con-
tacted Zane Mann to in
quire of Mr. Bauder’s in-
terview with him. Mr.

Proposed downtawn ballpark

ion’ for the proposed fi
nancing. Mr. Mann said
that his entire conversation
and all of his comments

NIF 304 48 HAVHDOLOMS

City has an opinion from
bond counsel. He said that,
based on Don Bauder's

nancing, and we are re-
searching whether there is
any different conclusion if
made in

egat
during their interview, he
was unaware of the true na-
ture of our bond issuance
until [ called to explain the
truth,

“[t is readily apparent
that Mr. Bauder knew that
the City is moving forward
onaqualified legal opinion
from Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe because he de-
scribes the qualified opin-
ion in his column. Never-
theless, he made a false rep-
resentation to the awner
and publisher of the pri-
mary publication for the
marketing of the City's
bonds. His conduct is a
clear effort to negatively im-
pact the City’s ability to
market its bonds to the mu
nicipal bond market.

the context of a municipal
financing.

“Please handle this
complaint with great care.

rémain concel that
Mr. Bauder may take ad-
ditional actions in the next
30 days, in retaliation for
this complaint, which un-
dermine the marketability
of the City’s bonds.

“l.urge you to hold
Mr. Bauder accountable for
his misconduct. His col
umn masqueraded as the
truth but, in the end, con-
tained deceiving assertions
that bear no resemblance
to the truth. His miscon-
duct reflects directly on the
character and accuracy of
the ownership and leader-
ship of the San Diego

Diego community. The pa-
per prides itself on reporters
and columnists who have
the highest regard for truth
and veracity. [ urge you to
maintain those standards
in the face of Mr. Bauder’s
misconduct.”

Bauder declined to
comment on the letter, and
neither Gwinn nor Union-
Tribune attorney Hal Fu-
som, to whom Winner's of-
fice referred questions,
sponded to messages left at
their offices. But in a tele
phone interview from Palm
Springs, Mann said that
Gwinn's charge that Bauder
had deliberately misrepre-
sented the facts of the ball-
park bond issue to elicit a
quote from him were “just
downright ridiculous”

“Obviously I'm well
aware that Don has never
been in favor of the stadium
and has written not one but
probably ten columns on
it. Everything I said in his
column I stand by, and
have no qualms about it,"
Mann said. “I did not know
when I talked to Don that
there was a qualified bond
approving attorney opin
ion. I was under the im
pression that there was no
opinion because they
couldn’t write one. And
there is a difference between
no opinion and a qualified
opinion. He didn’t make
any statement about the
opinion, and since it didn’t
come up, | didn’t ask. And
that's, I think, the crux of
the matter.

Zane Mann

“I know what a quali
fied opinion is. And in a
subsequent interview
not  necessarily  with
Bauder — [ said that's one
of the reasons that the in
terest rate is so high, be
cause of the qualified opin

John Maoore

ion. If it had a real opinion,
the interest rate would not
be that high”

Gwinn's charge that
Bauder had made a “false
statement” to him, says
Mann, “is just not true.”
Gwinn'’s further assertion

that “Mr. Bauder’s false
statements, particularly
those made to the Califor-
nia Municipal Bond Advi-
sor, raise profound issues
regarding a clear effort to
thwart the city's ability to
issue bonds on the ball
park redevelopment pro
ject” is, Mann says, “pure
I’illlls nse.”

ncidentally, the pub
lisher |of the Union-Tri
bune| subsequently got in
touch with me, plus the
owner of their chain got in
touch with me. My phone
was ringing off the hook
that following week. | talked
1o everybody. Don's boss, |
assume the business- page
editor, wrote a letter in re
ply. While I didn't read the
letter, they're saying, ‘You

want to sue us? Sue us’ Ob
viously there wasn't any
grounds fos t. [ thought
it was ridiculous.

“I'm an old, longtime
writer and reporter myself
I've been sued for libel. And
I'm more than ticked off
when some
somiebady or other that ['ve
written about says we're go
ing to sue you unless you
publish & retraction. 1 tell
cad and suc¢

lawyer for

ad called 1
1 dadn’t ket him

“apologize
get 1oo many words in
Mann said. “l gave him a
I5-minuie lecture on the
freedom of the press and
how ridiculous 1 thought
his position was." &

Matt Potter

City’s ballpark financing
“Firstand foremost, it with knowledge that this Mann told me that Don were premised on that false “There is little doubt Union-Tribune. s 9
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tip of my TONGUE

n the mid-1980s, when the Intifada
began and the Cold War wasn't yet over,
you ran into some odd people in Jerusalem.
The Intifada was a hot story. Many jour-
nalists came to cover it. There were big
names, lesser names, freelancers, and a
number of people who worked for news-
gathering organizations that no one had ever

Bageleh

Jerusalem

was a small

wn and

didn't have much n . The press corps
threw lots of parties, With so much news
breaking every day, any people
coming and going, it was difficult o keep
track of everyone’s personal story — wha
was sleeping with whom or who had scooped
whom. One thing we all knew was that

and sor

some of the journalists around town were
spies

Another certainty was that the food at
journalists’ parties was bad. Israel's closed,
social its al throes.
Convenience foods and snacks were still
are. Israel had been poor and the early
Zionists puritanical. Snack foods were
regarded as decadent. One of the first in
between-meal treats that Israel's state-owned
manufacturers produced was a small, round,
zel called bageleh, meaning
" They tasted stale.

Jerusalem's international journalists
didn’t spend much time in the kitchen. At
their parties they set out plenty of Israeli beer,
wine, brandy, and vodka. On coffec tables

t economy was

and window ledges they arranged small
white plastic plates filled with hummus,
green olives, and The hummus and
olives went fast. For the rest of the evening
you ate handfuls of the hard tasteless pret-

by MAX NASH

In those years everyone had an inter-
est in the action. There was a tall, hand-
some American who said he worked for an
| Catholic news service based

zels. With no real food distraction, per-
sonalities seemed more vivid, conversa-
tions more intense. People discussed poli-
tics. They gossiped about sex. They tried to
guess who really was or wasn't a journalist.
Certain individual's histories didn't
hang together. These histories were vague
at crucial points, or had unusual details
that were impaossible to verify. A British
journalist might offer, off-hand, that she
ke Nuent Arabic because, while posted
in Beirut, she'd dated the head of the Druze
militia. A young French reporter might say
that his mother was a Holocaust survivor
and his father was a wealthy Iranian busi
nessman. These people had been every
where, They had no place they called home,
Bagelel were so common to journal-
istic life that you always saw a few on the
floorboards of reporters’ cars. Women
reporters always had a few stray bageleh at
the bottams of their purses. I you stopped

spe

by to visit a friend at Reuters or Associ;
Press, you could reliably find a bag of bagelel
nd

on the table with the electric kettle
instant coffee (Isracli Elite-brand coffee
a bitter, sour holdover from the cou
socialist past). Lucky reporters got ta
aut to lunch or dinner by someane from
the cultural attach¢’s office of one embassy
oranother, or by someone who worked for
the United States Information Service, These
meals were merry and the prying was dis
creet. I don't think anyone was ever fooled.

in Rome. He at least had an office with the
news service's name on the door. You saw
him at all the parties. He invited even the
most inconsequential journalists for drinks
and meals. He said he lived in East Jerusal
but he never invited anyone to his home.
One day he disappeared, leaving behind
his office furniture, books, and computer.
He never returned.

Other people disappeared. There was
a Hispanic man who worked at the U.S,
embassy who often treated reporters to
expensive dinners. His glum-but-cordial
wile was always on hand. The two went on
vacation 1o Morocco but never came back
Word got around that while in Casablanca
the wife had gotten food poisoning and
died. A reporter who'd worked a medical
beat said that people didn't just suddenly
die of food poisoning, that even if the wife
had had some kind of allergic reaction, she
could have easily been treated in Casablanca.
When a group of journalists tried to con-
tact the Hispanic man to offer their con
dolences, the embassy was unhelpful. The
journalists were never able to find the man’s
forwarding address

Last week on the TV news [ watched
the President and Vladimir Putin ridein a
big white truck through Texas scrub — an
off vision of how the world had changed.
I thought of a Jerusalem press corps party
Lattended two years ago. A young Canadian

journalist and a young British journalist
were our hosts. They announced that they
were engaged. ( They broke up four months
later.) Their multilevel apartment over-
looked the Old City. Everyone gathered on
the large breezy patio. Some of the usual types
were there. Junior diplomats in good clothes.
Gritty American photographers, [ spent
most of the night talking with an English
woman from Surrey who, 30 years ago,
married an Armenian who lived on the
West Bank.

The English woman and | drank dry
white Italian wine and nibbled American-
made Pringles. We studied the crowd.

Everyone seems so subdued,” the
English woman said

The strange, overly salicitous, ingrati
ating tvpes were missing, Only one person
stood out, ayoung wornan, a self-described
freelancer. She had a French accent, bright
eyes, and an athlete’s wiry body
Glancing at the young freelancer, the
English woman whispered to me, “She says
she represented Isracl as a gymnast at the

1980 Olympics”
The English woman sipped her wine.
“But Israel didn't go to the Olympics in
1980."

On the other side of the patio, people
lined up for eggplant lasagna, poached
salmon, goat che: and a salad of bitter
greens.
[ w0 one in San Diego selts bageteh, sut you

can order a similar-type pretzel, and many
other israeli smack products, via www.israeli
wishes.com (Phone orders are aiso welcome.
1-8885.901-4269.)
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select retailers when you purchase a Nokia 3360.
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Plastic Man

*10°° OFF

ANY ITEM™
Sheep Delivery Hotline

Salad Buffet Restaurant
Ses sore tor

ts influence was not as far-reaching as Oprah's
Book Club, but its consequences were likely far
Imore devastating, Though we smirk at its mass
lappeal and its seeming insincerity, all Oprah's
list does is make more people read. But Jaclyn Eas
ton's book and assaciated website, Striking
ItRich.com, surely lured thousands of brash
entrepreneurs onto the Web rocks, ending in
their humiliating but captivating bankruptcies.
Easton is a popular tech columnist for the
Los Angeles Times and a frequent guest com
7:00 p.m. entertainment-tele
vision circuit. She published StrikingltRich.com
in 1999, before the Web wipeout. The book pro-
incredibly successful websites you've
probably never heard of.” Easton’s purpose was
to prove that the Web could be profitable for
small businesses, not just the giants, To that end,
she described the Internet successes of such
unglamorous companies as Long Island Hot
Tubs, Coastal Tool and Supply, KoreaLink, and
Motoreycle Online. She demonstrated, above all,
that obsessive customer service was the key to a
profitable website. One of the better examples she
chose was the commerce site of Ridout Plastics
(www:ridoutplastics.com), a San Diego company
located on Ruffin Road, just east of Montgomery
Field

his company to San Diego. So he went to a search
engine, punched in‘San Dicgo and pl
our name came back at the top of the list. After
secing the manufacturing pages on our website,
he called me up and — boom — a $100,000-a
Thank y

year account.

1-888-500-Boot(2668)
-F BAM-5PM

2 FREE MEALS with sny feetwear

From www.ridoutplastics.com

Ridout Plastics'site states,“Our Core Com-
petency is the ability to take plastic and then
maodify, enhance, and decorate its shape to pro-
vide your solution — quickly and accurately” Rabin's
online biography reads like a typical American
Dream cliché.“Tam a San Diego native,” he writes,
“and graduated from UC San Diego earning a
degree in Visual Arts (Art History) with Honors
I have an MBA in Financial Management. | have
been playing on computers since the early Atari
game: From an early age, I knew that plas-
tics would be my occupation. Maybe it was The
sraduatethat planted a seed, but | found a career
paper written in the ninth grade detailing my
desire to join the family plastics business. The ware
house and manufacturing facilities at Ridout
Plastics were a paradise as a teenager where |
learned about the varieties of plas sold. As
an avid surfer, | was pleased to find the raw mate
rials necessary to build surfboards on the shelves
of the family store. By the time | gradyated from
college, 1 built over 500 top-quality surfboards

with my old friend, R.W. Preisendorfer. Upon
college graduation | was faced with four paths;
(1) join my father, (2) expand the surfboard busi-
ness as a full-time career, (3) pursue a Master’s
Degree in Art History at Yale University, or (4)
move to Kai row avocados, and surf.

“Well, | guess the rest is *history, as they say.
Ridout Plastics has grown from 8 to over 65
employees, from 5000 square feet of space to
over 50,000 square feet of combined manufac-
turing and office space.... How many company
owners can walk around their company each
day and be absolutely amazed at what is being
made? The solutions we
provide, and the care
put into each order by
our employees, is one
of the most rewarding
things you'll ever see.
The U.S. Government
awarded us the presti
gious Family Business

“I knew that plas-

tics would be my
occupation.

Maybe it was The

ofthe Yearin 1995asa  Graduate that
result.”
Ridout Plastics planted a seed.”

manufactures all kinds

of plastic products for

ndustries and individuals, They fill custom orders
for tanks, trophy cases, podiums, lecterns, cus
tom furniture, biotech supplies, and museum
display cases. Rabin explains at the site, “We stock
andsell only the finest-quality products for last-
ing solutions. All materials be cutand shaped
to the customer’s exact requirements. Products
are exported to Baja California, Brazil, France,
Canada, Japan, Australia, Chile, and other coun-
gineering plastics supplied by us were on-

Contact Lens Problems?

l'_____-_____'l

INIGHT & DAY'!

The only lans approved for Up 10 :mlugms
1 and days of continuous wear. Available

L excusively at Arena B |

|

510 Off ANY Item *50.00 or More
‘ EANY Yo

« State Of The Art Bcam

1 = Sams Day Contacts

H © Lah On Promisss
H = Extonsive Evowsar Sslection
H

board the lunar landing
program (and remain on
the moon).” Customers can
fax blueprints to Ridout,
which will then take the
designs ands«lhﬂn from

“The
company hu invested in

trol in today’s md:fel.!
environment. From hand-

crafted fabrication to full-
production extrusion and
injection-molding — we
doitall”

One of Easton’s pri-
mary lessons is that, con-
trary to popular opinion,
“content” is not the kiss of
death. S0 long as a site pro-
vides a clearly stated ser-
vice, it can load up on con-
tent and still succeed. Rid-
out.corm serves as a fine oam-
ple of this precept. A client
can visit the site o order a
custom-made skateboard
or an oddly shaped piece
of plastic tubing and receive
as abonus an education in
the expansion and con-
traction properties of Plex-
iglas (acrylic). “For indoor
applications where tem-
peratures normally remain
the same (+/- 20 degrees

)" the site’s FAQ page
explains, “acrylic sheet does
not uire
considerations for expan-
sion and contraction, other
than providing for a snug
rather than tight fit since
its movement is approxi-
mately 00984 in. per foot
length for each 20 degrees
of temperature change.”

Q. There were plastics
in 19147

“Do you remember the
little plastic numbers and
letters on grocery shelves
(that you used to switch

\id
as the Rench Company in
downtown San Diego in
1914, that’s how we got our
start. In fact, the owner’s

ther and father used
10 buy their store supplies
from the Rench Company
in the 1930s. But, for a nice
and informative overview of
plastics, specifically Plexi--
glas, click here for the Plex-
iglas Primer!™

Nothing fancy, but as
recent economic develop-
ments have demonstrated,

told Easton in 1999, “Every
day 1am totally blown away
that people out there find
us and want to do business
with us”w

— Justin Wolff
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—Chapterd
Corpus of
Joe Bailey

Qakley Hall's Corpus of Joe
growing up in San Diego i

Joe's had a turn of bad luck since his mother died

i an auto accident.
business slowed 1o a
town and out of Joe’
Con Robinson moves

her sister’s suicide. As Chapter 4 opens, the novel’s
perspective shifts to Peter, Joe's estranged best friend,

who, like his friends €

fer his own loss of innocence,

i The summerof 19,
mer, Peter and his gra
Onthe first of July th

for six weeks they would stay at the lodge in the

brown mountains ea
room adjoining his g

a Navajo rug an the floar, a white crockery pitcher
and basin on the table beside the bed, and a window

that looked out
ley that was misty in
blue-sh,

Al e Lodg:
and his grandmott

T

it 8:30, have breakfas:

the flank of the hills

THE
CRYPT
ON
PARK

25% OFF

dowed in the eve

No On

the valley. They would
always come back by way
of the litthe settlement below
the lodge, where the post
office was.

The only letter he got
that summer was from Joc
with the Baileys' 26th Street
address in the upper left
hand corner of the enve

Baileyis the saga of Joe Bailey,
n the wake of the Depression

First, his father's construction
a stop, forcing a move down
s beloved Mission Hills: next,
d away — his girl, Con! — after

onnie and Joe, is about to suf
lope. Peter was surprised
that Joe
had scen little of Joe last
year except at school, and
San Diego High School was

d written. He

34, as they did every other sum
ndmaother spent at Pine Lodge.
cy would leave San Diego, and

so large that they had had
only two classes together. Ever
since Joe's father had gone broke and the Baileys had to
mave to the Bentleys' house and then, last fall, to 26th
Street, Joe had been very distant and touchy and sarcas-

ast of the city, Peter in a small
randmother's larger one, with

s the bright pine-carpeted val
the morning and purple and

tic. Joe had cut himself completely from Hickey, Bryan
Herm Randall, and Peter felt that his own friendship w
Joe had become a very tenuous one, dependent always on
his own efforts. He was grateful that Joe had written him.
This summer loe was working in the downtown garage his
father was running 8 3
1 pretty good. When you get back you

days passed very slowly, He
r would get up cach morning
and then go fora walk along
long the dry river bed in

You ought 1o see me grease a car,” he

wrote, “'m g

Fill your Christmas stocking with something

Saughty or Njc,,

- In

foot

| 1,237-squar
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ought ta come down here sometime and 1'll show you
how to grease a car” But he knew that Joe did not really
want him to come down to the garage.

And there was no answer to the letter he wrote Joe that
night. He would be hopeful every morning on the walk with
his grandmother, only to be disappointed when they
hed the post office; and then the slow walk back to the
L and then lunch, where he would listen to his grand.
maother and Mr. and Mrs. Bissell and old Mr. Cunningham
denounce Roosevelt and the New Deal, and then the too

New

From the low

§300,000s

Carmel

nd

rownhomes with two and three bedrooms a

e

n center. Only six available, so move quick

By PaciFic CoasT

COMMUNITIES

brief freedom in the after:
noon while his grandmother
took her nap. The days
passed very slowly, and each
day he dropped farther into
the loneliness that always
oppressed him when he
had to spend all his time
with his grandmother.
One afternoon in early
August they were having
tea on the front terrace
when a low black Auburn
drove up the hill. The
Auburn was followed by a
cloud of dust and exhaust
smoke, which, when the
car stopped before the lodge,
caught up with the car and
engulfed the three people
who seemed to burst out of
the front seat. When the
cloud passed, Peter saw a fat
man with a beaked nose
and dark bags under his
eyes, a fat woman with an
unseasonable fur around
her neck, and a fat boy in
a blue sweater. The three
of them walked up the steps
close together, and a few
moments later a great num-
ber of matched tan suit
cases and two golf bags with
leather hoods over the club
heads were being carried
into the lodge.
heir name is Waller,”

Mrs. Bissell said. “I heard

mother said. “No, thank
you."

“The woman looks as
though she might be nice.”

His grandmother
glanced at her coldly, and
Mrs. Bissell sighed and was
silent.

The fat boy just stood
inside the doorway with
his hands in his pockets. A
large medal hanging from
his watch pocket gleamed
in the sun.“What a fat lump
of a boy!” Peter’s grand
mother said.

After breakfast the next
morning Peter was com-
ing out of the alcove that
served as a library when he
ran into the fat boy.

“Pretty dull around
this dump, isn't it2” the fat
boy said.

Peter pushed his hair
nervously back from his
forehead. “There's not much
to do, I guess. Are you going
to stay here very long?” He
placed the book he had
been carrying under his
arm, but the fat boy reached
for itand looked at the title.

“Ben Hur— what crap!

That all the kind of books
they got in this dump?”
‘Without waiting for Peter
to answer he pulled at the
gold medal and brought
from his pocket a gleaming
silver watch. “Ten to ten,”
he said. “You want to see a
good watch? It's a Hamil-
ton. Best watch they make.”

“It looks like a keen
watch, all right”

The fat boy nodded
and returned the watch to
his pocket with a flourish.
“You bet your life it is. What's

&
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‘eter Gorman.”

“Whyn't you come on
up to my room for a while?”

“Okay;” Peter said, and
as they went up the stairs,
“Say, what's your name?”

“Ralph Waller, You like
poetry, Pete?”

Peter didn't know what
would be the right answer.
“Well" he said. “Well, kind
of”

He followed the fat
buttocks up the stairs and
down the third-floor hall-

Interior of Pane Valley Lodge
way. Ralph importantly
took out a key and unlocked
a door. “That's my folks”
room,” he said, nodding
toward the door across the
hall. “Best room in this
whole dump.”

Inside he took several
sheets of paper from the
drawer of his table, dis-
carded some, included oth
ers, finally handed Peter
five pages on which were
lines written in a tiny script.
They were poems. “The-

se’re some of mine,” Ralph

said. "See what you think
of them”

“You write poetry?
ked
dh yeah” Ralph
scratched himselt in the
Some're pretty

crotch
damn good, 1 guess. Mr
Bowles at school says so
Go ahead”

Peter tried 1o read
them, but the handwriting
was partly illegible and the
words he could decipher
didn’t make much sense.
In of them there was
something about “icons of
the sunset that made the
heart teem with inchoate
wander.” and in two poerns

recurred the same phrase,
“pregnant
omed, darkling visage
of Prometheus.”

“Boy, these are darn
»d,” Peter said

“Some pretly good
images there, all right
Ralph picked up one of the
tan suitcases, flopped it on
his bed, and began search
ing through it. He brought
out a white envelope, waved
to Peter to sit down, and
sat beside him. From the
envelope he drew a small
stack of photographs and
hanged them to Peter. Peter

with  the

B
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looked at the top one, then
held the photographs down
in his lap so Ralph wouldn't
see he was blushing.
“Pretty hot, huh?”
Ralph laughed. “Give you

“abone? They cost me adol-

lar apiece.”

Peter thumbed through

them rapidly.
“Got them down at
that big old whorehouse in
Tijuana,” Ralph said. “You
know, the Maolina Roj
They cost a buck a picce

Peter laid them on the
bed beside him. He cleared
his throat, “They're pretty
hot, all right.”

“You bet your life they
are. Hard to get too.” Ralph
took out his watch and
looked at it again. “Ten
four.”

That's sure a swell
watch,” Peter said

“Got it for my birthday.
I'm 16. How old're you,
kid?™

“I'll be 16 next month™

“You from San Diego?
Where do you go to school?
Point Loma? You look like
a Point Loma kid” He sat
with his fat hands spread on
his knees. His black eyes
were pouched in fat, his
nose wide at the nostrils
and receding quickly so
that it formed a triangle;
like Babe Ruth’s nose, Peter
thought. He didn't know
whether he liked Ralph
Waller or not

I go 1o San Diego
High,” he said.

The old gray castle,
uh? Me too. Good old
SDHS. What're you, a gree
nie? | don't remember see.

ing you around.”

“1 was last year. Well,
it's a pretty big school.”

“You know anybody
down at the old gray cas
tle? You know Artie King?”

Peter shook his head
and continued to shake it
as Ralph mentioned other
names he had never heard
before.

Do you know Joe Bai-
ley?™ he put in quickly.

“No,” Ralph said.

“How about Hick Wal-
lace?” Peter asked. “They're
on the football team, They'll
make first string this year,
I'll bet.”

“Football!” Ralph said
disgustedly. “Anybady can
play football. Puerile exhi
bitionism. I'm only inter
ested in the development of
the intellect " He dug under
his sweater for a pack of
cigarettes. “Want a smoke,
Pete?”

“Nao, thanks.”

Ralph lit a cigarette,
took a long drag, and
popped a series of tiny
smoke rings from his cir
cled lips. The gray rings
sailed across the room and
dissolved in the sunlight
that streamed through the
window. Peter looked down
at the stack of pictures
between them on the bed.

“Listen,” Ralph said,
gazing moodily toward the
window, "you ought to grow
up and forget this athletic
crap. You look like an intel
ligent kid. Listen. We got a
den down in our basement,
and some nights Artie and
John and I get together
down there and have some
beers and smoke and talk.
I don't ask many people

around, but you look like
a pretty smart kid — whyn't
you come over sometime?
‘Wi talk. Sometimes we play
cards. We're all pretty damn
smart — way above aver-
age; we get into some pretty
good, deep conversations.
A man’s got to be intelli-
gent to go along with us.
You know what I mean,
intelligent?” He looked at

ter.

“Well, I'd sure like to
sometime,” Peter said.
“That's sure nice of you to
ask me.”

“I judge a person right
off;” Ralph said and snapped
his fingers.“But I may as well
tell you — you don't fit in,
we'll drop you right away.
We get goi some pretty
damn good deep conver
sations, and we don't have
time to fool with a fellow
who can't hold up his end.”

“Oh sure,” Peter said.
He was beginning to be
very impressed with Ralph,
although he wished Ralph
weren't quite so fat. Then
suddenly he remembered
is grandmother. He cried,
“Jeepers, I've got to go!™
and jumped up and fled
downstairs, praying that
she had not been waiting
long,

She was sitting in one
of the green wicker arm
chairs under the elk head
opposite the front door.
“I'm sorry, Grandma,” he
said breathlessly, “I got 10
talking to Ralph Waller. 1
didn’t know what time it
was getting to be.

She rose, small and
stiff-backed. Her piercing
eyes glanced at him with

out expression, the flesh
around them puckered and
crisscrossed with tiny wrin-
kles. Her soft white hair,
pulled into & bun at the
back of her head, was held
with two black combs, and
around her neck was a black
wvelvet band. Pointedly she
did not take his arm as they
went out and down the
steps.

“I'm sorry, Grandma,”
he said. “I'm awfully sorry.
Do you feel like walking
up the trail to the big pine?”

“We'll just go down to
the post office, Peter,” she
said. “I think we still have
time for that. 1 would have
liked to go up to the big
pin

“Sure, we've got time!”

*1 don't feel quite up
10 running,” she said.

He walked silently
beside her, feeling the tired-
ness growing swiftly within
him, and a despair that his
keeping her waiting would
become an issue, the issue
becoming larger and larger
and more and more impor-
tant until everything pos-
sible had been wrung from
it, and from him.

There was no mail at
the past office. His grand-
mother bought a bottle of
Bromo-Seltzer at the store,
and they started back. The
wiind rustled lazily through
the pinesand rolled an occa-
sional dried weed across
the road, and the sky
between the tops of the
pines was a whitish, bar-
ren;metallic color.

His grandmother said,

“What's that hig lummox
ul’.n boy’s name?

“Ralph Waller. He's
very nice, Grandma. He's
very intelligent.”

“I'm sure he must be.”

“Well, he writes poetry
and all. He's very intelli-
gent. He and his friends get
together and talk over seri-
ous things all the time.”

“I'm sure you had a
very serious conversation
with him.”

“I'msorry, Grandma.
It was awfully thoughtless
of me to make you wait so
long™

“You're a very thought
less boy, Peter;” his grand-
mother said. “Your father —
well, never mind. It doesn't
do to make comparisons,
does it?”

The coin had been put
into the slot, the lever pulled.
I'lltry 10 be better, Grand
ma”he said mechanically.
“Honest | will.” Over and
over again his grandmother
had told him that he was
weak, he was bad, he was
thoughtless and ungrate-
ful; once she had screamed
at him, “You're just like
your mother! There’s noth
ing in you that's like my
son! You are your mother!”
Because the only time his
father had been weak or
thoughtless or ungrateful
was when he had married
Peter’s mother, who was
all those things. He had
married her in England,
and for some reason this
in itself was bad. His grand-
mother had said his
mother had drunk herself
to death. He himself could
remember nothing about
her; he had never seen her

picture.

His grandmother ig-
nored him throughout
Iinch, and after lunch she
went to her room to take a
nap. He waited in his own
room for the time when
she would wake up, know®
ing what he must say
because he had had to say
it so many times before,
going through this ritual
so many times that the
words no longer had mean-
ing but were mere incan-
tations for appeasement

at last
he thought he rpight safely
goin, she was still lying on
her bed, her hands at her
sides, her feet covered by
the folded blanket.

“Hello, Grandma,” he
said.

She didn't answer. He
moved toward her and sat
down an the edge of her
bed. “1 just wanted to tell
you I'm sorry about this
moming” He stopped, hop:
ing hopelessly she would
say something to make it
easier for him. He tried to
take her hand.

“Don’t touch me!”

His hand jerked back,
the tears sprang to his eyes.
“Please!” he cried. “Please,
Grandma! I don’t know
what was wrong with me
this morning!” No matter
how he tried to be prepared
for what she would say to
him, he was never ready.
He was always shattered,
not just by the words but
by the way she said them,
by the fierce look that
accompanied them. " Please,”
he said. “I'm sorry,
Grandma. Honest, | am.”

“Why are you sorry,
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her hands till they were
folded on her chest. She

band when she took her
nap, and her I'II'OI! was
thin and corded; she:
at him unb]mlung])x “But
you've explained it already,
Peter,” she said. “You just
mshdp it. So there’s no
, is there?”
‘Oh.Grandmi!"
“If, as we've decided,
you can't help it, there’s—"
“Honest!™ he cried.
“Honest, 'H try. I'll try to
be better. I'll try to be like

my father was!” He went
down on his knees beside
the bed and clutched her
hand in his two hands. It
lay there, cold and inani-
mate; the hot tears streamed
down his cheeks, his heart
pumped sickly.“I swear I'll
be better,” he sobbed. “I'll
try every single minute. I'll
do anything you want.” He
laid his hot forchead against
the side of the bed, seeking
some response from her
hand. “Please, Grandma,”
he whispered.

“But what is it you want
of me, Peter?”

Sobs shook him. He
moaned his way piteously
through the ritual.

“But there’s really noth-
ing to forgive, is there?” she
broke in. And then she said,

l-rﬂ--.nu

“Since you cannot seem to
remember.”

“Remember what?” he
whispered.

“That you have no one
but me,” hiis grandmother
said. “That you have no one
but me.” He sobbed there,
his face pressed into the
side of the bed. “That no one
in the world loves you but
me,” his grandmother said,
and her voice had taken on
the intense, urgent tone he
never understood. “That
no one would put up with
your behavior as [ do. That
no one cares for you at all
but me. That I have had
my son and raised him and
lost him. And now I have
it to do over again. You can
never remember, can you?”

“I'll remember, Grand-
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ma” he whispered. He maised

his head, but the look in

her frighteningly wide,
pleading

again. “I'll rzmembn,
Grandma,” he red.
Now he felt the terrible dis-
gust at himself, but he con-
tinued to whisper reassur-
ances into the side of the

he could tell
that it was going to be all
right.

ii  When he went down-
stairs he came upon Ralph
Waller in the lobby, read-
ing a Ballyhoo magazine.
Ralph saw him before he
could retreat, “Hi, Zilch!™
“Hi,” Peter said.
Ralph came toward
him, his thighs rubbing

together as he walked, his
toes pointing out. “Hey,
what's the matter? You been
crying?”

“I guess I've been read-
ing too long. My eyes're
kind of sore”

Ralph looked at him
suspiciously. “What do you
say we go for a walk? I'm
about to die of ennui in
this lousy dump.”

“Olay,” Peter said. They
walked down to the high-
way. Listening to Ralph’s
flow of conversation, Peter’s
spirits rose, and he began
to feel more and more
respect for- Ralph. Ralph
would never crawl abjectly
before his grandmother as
he had just done. Ralph
would have stood up to her,
and she would have been
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cowed. He imagined con-
versations between them,
his grandmother’s terrible
sarcasm always met and
defeated by Ralph's supe-
rior intelligence. And then
he felt a sudden thrill of
terror at the thought of his
grandmother catching him
with Ralph's dirty pictures.
He shivered almost deli-
ciously, walking beside
Ralph along the highway
in the sun.

At the concrete bridge
that carried the highway
over the stream they dimbed
down the bank. It was cool
and dark under the white
ash concrete. An old shoe
and several rusty cans lay
against one wall near the
remains of a fire, and a
whisky bottle bobbed on
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the margin of the stream.
Peter went over, to kick the
bottle out into the current.
It bobbed down only a short
way before it was caught
again on a green-scurnmed
branch.

“Got to take a leak,”
Ralph announced, unbut
toning his pants. He flipped
the yellow stream back and
forth across the water while
Peter turned quickly to

down in a plane in the war,
and my mother died later
on. I've just got my
grandmother.”

Ralph was hugging his
knees against his chest and
swaying back and forth
tle Orphan Annie,” he
said. He released his knees
and rested a warm hand
on Peter's shoulder. “You
know what?" Ralph said.
“I sure wish we could go

hoe and the
tin cans. He found a clean
place to sit down, and Ralph
came over tosit beside him.
“Sure nice and cool
under here,” Peter said
“Yeah, it's too damn
hot out in that sun. What
1 wouldn't give for a beer.”
Then Ralph asked, “Say,
where're your folks? They
coming up later? What's
your father do, Pete?”
They're dead.” Peter
said. "My father was shat

“That'd be keen.”

“I was sure they'd at
least have a swimming pool
at this dump. Boy, il fait
trés chaud aujourd hui.”

Chaud meant hot in
French, Peter knew. “I'll
say.” he said. But it was cool
in the shade under the
bridge, and goose pimples
had come out on his arms.
Ralph's hand feli very damp
and heavy through his shirt.

“You read much of

Oscar Wilde, Pete?”

Peter shook his head.
The stream slithered past,
making quiet, chirruping
sounds. The whisky bottle
had disappeared.

“Greatest writer there
ever was,” Ralph said. “A
great man. You ought to
read Wilde, Pete. Terrific.
But every time there’s a
man like that — you know
what | mean — a genius,
they persecute him. Like
Socrates. Take Socrates, for
example. They do it every
time. It's a damn shame the
way they persecute men
like that

“That's right!” Peter
said.“Just like John Brown
100, | know what you mean,
Ralph " This was to be one
of those goad, deep con
versations of which Ralph
had spoken, and he felt
proud that he had been able
to hold up his end, that he
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‘had thought of john Brown
s0 quickly. But he wished
he was sure who Oscar
Wilde was.

Ralph sounded a little
puzzled. “Yeah, he’s pretty
great too.”

“He was a greal man if
there ever was one,” Peter
said. “And that traitor Lee
had to go hang him.”

“Oh!” Ralph said. "Oh,
that John Brown. Yeah, well,
I see what you mean, Pete.”

“Theydo it every time.”
Peter said, shivering a lit-
tle. Ralph's hand left his
shoulder, and Ralph felt
silent. Peter said quickly,
“Say, I know a place we
might go swimming
Wouldn't you like to go
swimming, Ralph?”

Ralph took out his
watch. “Sure, | guess we
might as well.”

They retraced their
steps along the highway,
then followed a path that
angled up the hillside to
the big pine which stood
alone on the bare top of
the hill. Beyond the big pine
the hill dropped steeply,
and they descended rough
rocks that were hot in the
sun, watching carefully for

where tough scraggly bushes.
grew.

At the bottom of the
cliff the stream poured
through channeled rock
with a steady faucet sound.
Peter ran down the Jast
stretch onto the pebbled
beach beside the pool. The
waterfall dropping into the
clear water radiated ripples
that fanned and faded and
slapped against the rock
walls. At the foot of the
pool was another narrow
slot where the water flowed
white and dropped again
Behind the gray rock wall
rose brown hills spotted
with pine, and behind the
hills in endless array were
brown mountains rising
against the sky.

Ralph slid to the beach
beside him, and Peter sat
down and listened to the
sound of the water falling.
He picked up a handful of
pebbles and let them drop
through his fingers; he felt
watery and strange inside.

Ralph said, “It’s a beau-
tiful place.”

Peter nodded, watch
ing the water splash, cream
ing below the surface
Beneath the distortions of

tom slanted into a long nar-
row basin that looked filled
not so much with water as
with a kind of greenish
atmosphere.

Ralph said, “You're a
pretty good-looking guy,
do you know it, Peter?”

flushed furiously;
he pnkfd up more pebbles
and let them run through
his fingers.

“You've got a darn good
build, you know what I
mean? | wish I wasn't so
damn fat. Do you think I'm
0o fat, Pete?” He put his
arm aver Peter’s sho
and Peter could smell his
warm breath.

“Nah!" he prulcsled
falsely. “You're not so fat”
He was intensely conscious
of the weight of Ralph’s
arm. He started when it
was removed.

“Let’s go in, uh?” Ralph
said. “1 betit'll feel good.”

“It’s awfully cold.”

“Aw, crap! Come on!”™
Ralph scrambied to his feet,
pulled his shirt off over his
head, and unbuttoned his
pants.

Peter turned away to
remove his own clothes,
then waded into the pool

rock wall the beach
made a straight line of
shadow down the center
of the pool, and for a time
he swam slowly down it,
half in the shadow, half in
the sun. The sunny side
almost like a beach

stomach and dosed his eyes.
The waterfall was a distant,
soothing sound, the sun
was hot and relaxing, and
presently he stopped shiv-
ering. He listened to Ralph
talk, finally turning on his
back to let his chest dry and
«cushioning his head in his
hands. Ralph was staring

toward the big pine. “Hey!”
Ralph called. “Slow down.”
But Peter didn't slow down,
or even look back, hurry-
ing over the brown pine
needles down the trail

he felt was a crawling, slimy
thing, but there was tri-
umph in it, because some.

Hermes, who was a Greek
god. He hated his body.
He tried to think of
the de Havilland flying
model he was building. He
woukd have it finished pretty
soon; he had to make the
wings and dope the fuse-
lage and get a long rubber
band for the prop. Maybe

up clase to his naked chest,
which sagged like a girl's.
“Come on ‘in!" Peter
shouted. “It feels fine.”

“It’s 100 <old,” Ralph
said.

Peter returned to the
beach and sat down next
to him. He was shivering,
and he locked his arms
around his knees, as Ralph
was doing, and hunched
his shoulders forward. The
sharp pebbles bit painfully
into his buttocks.

“Cold?” Ralph asked.

“I'll say”

“Stretch out for a while.
That sun'll get you dry in
asec”

Peter turned over on his

off at th when

how h

he looked down again he
said, “My God, you've got
a beautiful build, Peter. Do
you know it? Like Hermes.
You look just like Hermes.”

“Aw, cut it out.”

“No kidding, Peter.
You've got me all hot.” He
moved closer and let his
hand rest on Peter's stom
ach. Peter sat up quickly.
Ralph’s face was red, and
his lips were forced into a
grin that was half-sheep
ish, half-sure.

“No, kidding, Pete. Do
you want to have some fun?
I can show you how we can
have a lot of fun. No kid
ding, How about it, Pete? Do
you want me to show you?™

i When they had dressed
they climbed back up

dancy over his grand-
mother; there had been a
swift and blunt revenge for
each time he had gone on
his knees to beg forgive-
ness for trespasses he had
not even realized or under-
stood, for the*Don't touch
me!” that was like a whip
on his heart.

“Hey!” Ralph yelled,
and Peter began to run, his
feet thudding swiftly down
the path. He looked
Ralph in the face since they
had left the pool. But, after
all, what was thg matter
with it? Ralph had said it was
all right. Mostly it was that
he couldn’t stand 10 see
Ralph's grass body. He hated
it. He thought of his own
body; he was really well
built, Ralph had said, like

his grand, would
give him the money to buy
some of those rubber-tired
wheels. If he could have
them it would be the best
flying model he had ever
made. He would get Joe to
go with him when he took
it out to fly it

He bled and

with him when he flew the
de Havilland, and he
couldn't go to the beach
with Hickey and Herm and
Bryan when he got back to
San Diego. He couldn't face
any of them. What would
Joe think, oh, what would
Joe think if he knew? He felt
his heart fall away inside
him. Joe had a good build
too, thicker and stockier
than he, and stronger. But
he, Peter, could run faster;
he could run faster than
anyone in Mission Hills.
He ran faster now.

He thought vividly of
Con Robinson, who was
in W D.C. He'd

almost fell, thrusting his
arms out stiff to catch him
self. But his legs recovered,
and he ran on, panting. He
couldn’t get Joe to go out

been in Washington once,
on a train, and they had
gone through atunnel and
soot had blown suffocat

ingly in the window. He

had struggled to close the
window, but he couldn't~
and his grandmother had
been angry. But he had got-
ten back at her now. He
peered back aver his shoul
der; the sun was orange
through the pines, bright-
ening the pine needles on
the trail. There was no sign
of Ralph. He could run
faster than Ralph, he knew
that, but already it seemed
as though he had been run.
ning a distance and a time
measurable not in yards or
miles, hours or years, and
yet he had only started 10
run.m

Reprinted with permission
by the axthor, Oakley Hail
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Bookstore Rule Number One: Own the building.

Joe Tabler always wanted to own a book-
stare. “My father would say, ‘Well, if you
learn how to do it, we probably could help
you start up.’ The very first thing I did was
to go talk to Phyllis Brown at Grounds
for Murder when she was in Old Town.
My father always said, ‘Work for free if
you have to;' so I said, 'T'll work for free. ”
Brown turned Tabler down, but she did
tell him what authors she would buy and
how much she was willing to pay. Tabler
armed himself with a book about painted-
cover paperbacks from the '40s, set his
alarm clock, and started hitting rammage
sales at the opening gun. Luck was with
him; at his first sale, he recalls, “They were
selling paperbacks for a dime. I bought
60 paperbacks; 15 of them were these old~

- Hard Sell

HOW SOME SAN DIEGO BOOKSELLERS

BRING HOME THE BACON

“You know the Strand bookshop [in New York City|?” asks Chuck Valverde, the grand old
man of San Diego’s grand old bookstore, Wahrenbrock’s Book House. “For years, [the
owner| operated in a depressed area at the rim of the Village. Then, all of a sudden — prob-
ably because of him — some guy bought this burnt-out hulk of a building across the street
and started remodeling it and selling it off as office space and condos. Then, boom, like
wildfire, the whole area starts redeveloping. He was renting, and when his five-year lease
came up, the [landlord] said, ‘Oh, by the way, we're going to quadruple your rent.” He's got
some upper floors and the basement; he was this close to going out of business. So, he goes
into a huge debt cycle, borrows the money from a private source, goes in and buys the build-

ing — which is his salvation. He couldn’t afford to pay the rent.” And so we come to Small

|painted-cover| paperbacks. One of them
actually sold for $45 at an auction; | got
$22.50 for it, and I paid a dime”

Tabler had become a scout, one of
the intrepid souls who comb the thrift
shops and garage sales of San Diego, search-
ing for books that the bookshops will buy.
He learned standard scout methodology.
“You go and you say, ‘Are these all the
books you have?’ You ask it every time,
and you get into their house of books once
in a while. Then you don't pick any up; or,
if you pick one up, you pick up one you
don't want. You figure out how they’re
pricing them.”

Tim Kennedy, a Wahrenbrock’s
employee who once served as a scout for
bookseller William Burgett, expands on the
vocation. “It’s a [pure] form of free enter-

prise— you just get in the car at the begin-
ning of the day and go where you think
the picking will be good. You're hoping
to find a book that the thrift shop has put
50 cents on and maybe you can sell it to
somebody like Burgett for $2, because he
can put $6 on it.” Though Kennedy relied
on“a few price guides” during his scout-
ing years, he says that no bible exists by which
the scout can live. “I don’t think it could
exist. So many things fell out to cither side
of [the price guides]. For instance, tech
nical books, which can be very good, fell
outside their definition of collectible books.
Or real oddball things that they would
have way wrong, because the last time the
book was sold, people didn’t think so
much of it, but circumstances changed
and it became a very popular book”
Despite his buyer’s broad definition
of what a salable book was, Kennedy also
developed a sense of what wouldn't sell.
“Anything that’s dated and has not yet
become quaint. Any writer of fiction who
has just not made a name for himself or
herself. Anything that's common. Any-
thing that’s too general. When you come
right down to it, people come to a store
for very specific reasons. If you're a big
Civil War [student], you've probably long
since focused your attention on [some
smaller field, say] Civil War railroads and
Civil War spies. A general book on the

"You can't price a book on instinct or experience anymore.”
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Civil War would be of no
interest to you. The more
specific the better”

For his part, Tabler did
well enough as a scout, and
the collection he amassed
eventually led to a stall at
Kobey'’s Swap Meet. By 1984,
he was sclling by appoint-
ment out of a large garage
on Riley Street. Five years
later, he moved into the

Fifth Avenue location of

Otento Books in Hillcrest
as the previous owners
moved out. The spot seemed
ideal: a developing neigh
borhood, an established
location, and next-door
proximity to the new-book
dealers at the venerable Blue
Door Bookstore. “] under
stand the book dealers in
L.A. are a little less coop.
erative,” ruminates Tabler,
“but down here, other guys
were helping me a lot. Chuck
hasically loaned me $1800
o move into my | first | store.
1t was really a garage full
of,..slightly moth-caten
trade paperbacks, but he
helped me filter through
them and said T could pay
him back whenever. Bob
Dolan
Kensington Books|
ing his Gaslamp stor

|who now owns
wats cos-
and

getting rid of his stock; he
said | could buy books from
him and pay him back later.
Jon House of ]&J House
downtown set me up with
45100 buy: 1 could spend
$100 and get several cases
of books. General stuff, but
good solid stuff to just put
[on the shelf].. Time-Life
series, they'll sell at the right
price”

For years, business was
good. Other dealers were
attracted: Robert Schrader
moved over from Adams

I
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Avenue and opened 5th
Avenue Books across the
street; Rhea Kuhlman left her
location on El Cajon Boule-

vard and settled in two doors
down from Schrader. Every-

body was happy. Tabler tried
his hand at publishing, an
expensive and educational
experience. In 1996, he
opened a second store, at
1033 Seventh Avenue, down-
town. But something omi

nous was afoot; in the mid

"90s, the collectible material
in his glass case — books

Toe Tabler

and magazines “$50 and
up”— began to move more
slowly.

Explains Tabler, “In the
ald days — say, seven years
ago — there were collec-
tors who made the rounds
Southern California
Some of them |came] once
a year, somie of them every
three months. Dealers did
the same thing. If one of
them specialized in big
game books, hunting in
Africa, they would make
the rounds to all the book-

with Buttale
Exchange Gitt
Carbhicates

stores and buy up every-
thing they could find that
was any good. That started
stopping.”

Some of his regulars
had begun to use Interlock,
an association composed
largely of book dealers, in
which members put books
online for other members
to buy “I did that a little

and it was available to any-
body. Then it got sold and

the scope expanded, the
collectors joined the deal-
ers in staying home and
searching the Web. Further,
the scouts, once so eager to
sell their wares to the shops,
started selling the books
themselves, online.

“It got to a point where
a bookstore had to have
their special books online;
otherwise, why have them?
A good solid out-of-print
hardcover on a fairly nar
row subject should sell pretty
easily for $20 or $30. I it's
alittle more special, $40 to
$60. Anybody would be
willing to pay that much
for a book if they really
wanted it; that's my think-
ing. So if you put a book
in your store at $40 to $60,
you may not sell it for years;
if you put it online, some
bady will probably pick it
up in a couple of months

“Then another thing
happened. Bob Dolan and
some other people | know
whohave been online a kong
time say the prices for those
$40-10-$60 books have come
down to $20 to $40 [online|
There's same belief that
[this is because| these books
goton there all at once, and
over time, they'll go back
up o thelevels they were at.
I mean, if you look, there’s
20 copies of something that
you'd find maybe one or
two of on the West Coast.”
The flooded market has
lowered the price.

“Tim Kennedy
an example: “Edward
Weston's Californa and the
West used to be a $100
book — without a dust
jacket. It turns out that
they're actually very plen-
tiful; you could probably
find one an the Net for $15
You can't price a book on
instinct or experience any-
more.” You have to keep
track of Internet prices,
“otherwise, you can really
embarrass yourself. Or you
could really blow it in the
rare instance that you find

out that there are only two
on the Net, and they're infe-
rior to your book in terms
of condition or some other
thing. There's a book about
SS guys who went to Viet
nam; 1 think the Web's
driven that one up!” Also,
“Alcoholics Anonymous
— things s
a really strong emotional
appﬁl to the clientele for the

(‘huck Valverde com
ments on the effect of this
new marketplace: “If the
customer wants a book and
he goes on the Net and looks
it up, he’ll probably find
four or five copies, priced
from extraordinarily high
retail to extraordinarily low
retail. Of course, he's going
to buy...the best copy at
the least price. He's not
going 1o his local used book-
shop. If he finds the book
[online], it will probably
be at a cheaper price than
at the bookseller, because it’s
ina warchouse, or because
it's in some bedroom that
mom and pop are running
in the evenings when they
get through with their cham-
ber-cleaning jobs. They
don'’t have any operational
overhead; they bought the
book for a quarter to begin
with, at some flca sale, so they
can go way under the retail
price. And why not buy
from them? It’s a question
of dollars” The question

Why not buy from them?”
is not entirely rhetorical —
Valverde indicates that the
practice of describing a
book’s condition in an online
listing is far from uniformly
accurate — but it does have
considerable force.

For Tabler, the shift
toward Internet sales began
through something of an
epiphany. “I sold a lot to a
couple of guys who would
come in and put books on
American Book Exchange
|ak.a. abebooks.com|. |
didn’t want to bother doing
it. If a book was very spe-
cial, I might look up the
price; atherwise, | would
just kind of heft it and eye-
ball it” Then, “One night —
I think it was two and ahalf
years ago — | was home, and
something inside me said,
“I've got to put a bunch of
stuff on eBay!'I drove over
to the shop, grabbed about
25 of the surfer things -
some magazines, some
books — out of the glass
«case, brought them home,
and put them up [on eBay|

over the next couple of

Suddenly, the Internet
bane had becormne the Inter-
net boon. He had lost the

Southern California—based
collectors who used to visit

haps because of his spe-
cialized subject matter, he
didn't suffer overmuch from

started gathering e-mail
addresses, ing contacts
with customers from Aus-
tralia to umnbou,-g, H:
built asite,
and linked to umu mn
that sold surfing-related
goods. “There are two or
three guys in Australia that
have bought $500 to §1000
worth of books two or three
times,” he reports.

The bookshop-related
quirks that had seemed tol-
erable in light of the estab-

lished location and inter- Tim Kennedy
esting building began to

irritate. “The plumbing the plumbing backing up. Jolla or downtown or Adams
would leak — it still leaks — % ® » Avenue, and yet rental prices
and ruin a whole section;  The San Diego Booksellers  are just as high there as they
I think once a year that Assoaciatipn, one of the only are here. That's always been
would happen. Somebody such associations nation- kind of an iffy situation
would do something  widethatacceptsbothused  beyond Del Mar.

upstairs and it Id. and boasted "lualargndmplhan
down through the plumb- 113 in 1993-94, but 1 don't
ing and then whoosh out a After a slight dip in the mid- think it's [disastrous]. If it
bunchof pooponthefloor.  '90s, that numberclimbed  had dropped 20, then.

That would happen once
or twice a year”

And then the rent went
up in the rapidly redevel-
oping Hillcrest district, for
both Tabler and his neigh-
bor, Tom Stoup at the Blue
Door. “Our rent was about
$1200; the leasing people
were trying to raise it to
about $2400. We called the
owner, and he said, ‘We'll
make it a dollar a square
foot. That made it $1900.
I started feeling like not
being there. [ loved the
building, I loved the loca-
tion, but it was an 'l need
to own the building if I'm
going to have a bookstore”
kind of thing’

In May of '99, he sold
the Hillcrest store; the down.
town location followed a
few months later. “When
you have a store and you

back upto 112 in 1998-99,
then began its steepest

since the association
first began listing members
in 1980. In the year 2001-02,
membership stands at 96,
down 9 from thie year pre-
wvious. Fourteen booksellers
left the association, 5 joined;
one of the 5 was Tabler,
back after a brief absence
Another was Paperback
Bookstore, which has
appeared at various times
in various locations around
the county.

Of the 14 that left, 7 ‘wvere
based in North County —
shopsin Vista, Cardiff, Carls-
bad, Escondido, Solana
Beach, and Rancho Santa
Fe. “That’s always bezn a
bad place.” observes Lau-
rence McGilvery, husband
of the association’s presi-
dent, Geraldine McGilvery,

have employees, there's this with whom he runs a La
tug going on all the time,”  Jolla bookstore that sells
he explains. Sales tax, pay- “art exhibition catalogs,
rolls, inventory upkeep, and books on art, and rare art
overhead became more has- periodicals.” “One of [the
sle than they were worth. stores] was a very good store
Now; says Tabler, things are that the people simply
“alot calmer,justingeneral”  closed. Apart from that,
He sources material from they were in kind of a low-
other coll from abe- lation area, despite all
books.com, and from eBay the building. [ North County

and doesn’t worry about

is] still not as dense as La

You have to look at these
things [in context].” A steep
drop in numbers doesn't
always mean a crumbling
industry. “Last year, we had
this crazy guy in Beverly
Hills, all he sold was The
Guinness Book of World
Records."This year, he’s out,
but the San Diego book
industry didn’t suffer from
the loss of him. “One per
son is mad at the organi
zation” — out of the asso-
ciation, but not out of
business.

Geraldine continues
the theme: “MOPA [the
Museum of Photographic
Arts] didn't want to renew
because they didn't want
to fund the $50. Inner
Truth — religion is rather
difficult because it’s a lim-
ited [market)... Some of
them dropped out because
they were going to do only
Internet sales. Some of
them” —such as Tabler —
“stayed in because they were
going to the Internet. We
worry about the new book-
sellers because of the big
chains”— Barnes & Noble
and Borders, but not Crobvn,
which recently went under.

“The, unhappy truth
about small bookstores,”

‘concludes Laurence, “is that
most of them are subsi-
dized in one form or
another. Either the owners
are subsidized by other
funds — they have an
income of some sort, or
they're retired —or they're
living on an income that in
many cases is below mini-
mum wage” Small Book-
store Rule Number Two:
Have a separate source of
income.

Susan Hensley, owner of
San Diego Technical

breaks both Rule One and
Rule Two, as well as buck-
ing Geraldine's worry about
new booksellers versus the
chain stores. (She also dis-
misses the descriptor“small™
in reference to her book-
store, preferring “indepen-
dent”) She rents a space
next to a Staples in Kearny
Mesa, and not only does
she not have a separate
source of income, 12 years
ago her husband quit his
job to come and work for
her. Laurence McGilvery
calls her “the best book per-
son in San Diego by along
shot” and daims that “every-
thing she touches turns to
gold” Though | have never
looked for a technical book,
1 knew about Hensley's
store — hers are the strik-
ing "booksmatter.com” bill-
boards that have appeared
around San Diego for the
past couple of years.

By 1982, when Joseph
Tabler was just starting to
hit the garage sales, Susan
Hensley had worked for a
publisher in Palo Alto, the
SDSU bookstore while she
was a student, Pickwick
Books in Mission Valley,
B. Dalton after they bought
out Pickwick, and the HB]
Bookstore wntown,
among others.“I'd done all
that you could do, had all
the experiences you could
have;" she says. So she struck
out on her own.

“Iknew that, even then,
you couldn’t open a gen-
eral bookstore in America;
itwas too hard to compete.

were everywhere, and they
had massive amounts of
money.” Success, she deter-
mined, lay in finding a niche
market. “San Diego is [and
was] a technical commu-
nity, and there hadn’t been
a technical bookstore in
San Diego since 1974, At
every store I'd worked at,
corporations had called us
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and said, ‘Can you order
these books for us?’ At the
time, ordering from pub-
lishers was very difficult.
So 1 thought, "Here's a built-
in business.” " Rule Number
Three: Specialize.

“I started the business
out of my home in Kens-
ington. All I did was order-
fulfillment. I called corpo-
rations on the phone and
said, *Hi, I'm calling from
San Diego Technical Books,
and this is what | can do
for you: 1 can order all your
books for you, consolidate
all your orders, ship them
out to you. You only have
one check to cut, one phone
call to make.’ 1 got business
the first day. By the time |
left my home in Kensing:
ton in 1985, I had three
employees. | moved into a
small warehouse on Vick-
«ers Street, 500 square feet
By the time we left there,
we were doing over $2 mil-

lion a year,and 1 had five or
six employees.”

By the time Barnes &
Noble arrived, she was estab-
lished enough to ride out the
initial storm. “The first thing
they do when they come

into an area is they discount
heavily in their stores,” she
explains. “They have all
these discount schedules:
hardbacks are so much off,
paperbacks are so much,
bestsellers... Then, after

they're here about six
months, they start pulling
the discounts away. They
leave the bestsellers dis-
counted so they can still
have the discount sign up,
and all the remainders at

the front of the store are

unbeatable foe. “It was a

so there's the  bizarre phenomenon, and

ly, we're still

But actually, the majority  kind of under that umbrella.
of their books are sold at ‘We eventually had to go to
full retail.” Not everyone discounting, because peo-
survives the discounted first ple would walk into our
‘wave, says Hensley, remem- store, look at the books,
bering Word's Worth Books decide which one they

iin Encinitas. “You canbe a
great bookstore and not
make it. You have to have
enough cash flow; it just
comes down to that — wait
it out”

But even Hensley
couldn’t stay the course
when online bookseller
Amazon.com blew into the
market; “Amazon, which
doesn't have to make a profit.
That's almost impossible
to compete against.” The
personal computer, which
had created such a demand
for technical books among
curious users, seemed to
turn on her, providing a
medium for an all but

wanted, and then go back
to their office and order it
over the Internet. They
would tell us as they were
walking out the door. Our
business was just going
|down]. What could we do?
We had to start discount
ing, which we did, and they
all came back.”

She remains hopeful
that this too shall pass. “Any
day now, Amazon will stop
discounting, and once they
stop, everybody will stop
and it will be back to busi
ness, They can't keep going:
right now, they're in a major
campaign to gain business.
Their discounts are higher
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now than they've been in the
past — this thing where
you buy two books and it’s
30 percent off no matter
what. Every day there’s a
new deal; it’s pretty outra-
geous” In the meantime,
she’s expanding her store,
bringing in new titles, stay-
ing on the offensive.
Those new titles, she
‘hopes, will help her main
tain her footing in her strug
gle with the online book
sellers.“If you don’t have a
brick-and-mortar book-
store, No one is ever going
to find out about new lines
of books or new publishers,
because people won't be
able to see them. Anybody
can sell a John Grisham
book, because there’s no
question as to what the book
is. But if one of my pub-
lishers comes out with a
new line of books, they can't
just put it on the Internet
and expect people to buy

it. They're going to go for
something they recognize,
and th! only way they'll
itis if they've seen
it somewhere and gotten
to look at it, touch it, and
openit. If you come in here
at noontime, that’s all that
are doing, They could
[order it] from our web-
page, but they'd much rather
come in here and open it
look at it, see if it's what
they really need.”

She credits her success.
(and her survival) up to
this point to a policy of
devotion to the customer’s
wishes. For example, “When
customners walk in and start
calling books by a certain
name, we change the sign
to say what they say. We
started carrying O'Reilly
boaks back in the late "80s.
When the customers came
in, they would say, T want
that O'Reilly book on..."
So, instead of putting the

Linux beok with the Linux,
and the Unix book with the
Unix, we put them together
under O'Reilly, because
that's the way they asked
for them” Similarly, “Doing
Business on the Internet”

RESEARCH

became “e-commerce,” and
the section was divided into
three departments, depend
ing on the customer: one
for programmers, one for
businesses that use the pro
grams, and one for corpo

STUDIES
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rate managers who need to
understand the technology
without acually applying it.
She trains her staff to walk
the customer to a given sec

tion, to explain its organi

zation, to let them know

what’s selling. “We are not
a'self-serve bookstore,” she

ims.

She has also hung on
because of her first
premise — specializing.
“We're about as
as you can get; even the
online stores can’t compete
againsl us much, except on
price.” Her narrow scope
allows her to determine dif-
fering turnover rates for
different sections (“A book
on repairing your PC is
going to sell faster than a
book on environmental
engineering”), to :niargc
sections when the
material merits it {ns
opposed to simply filling
shelf space), and to provide
a filter between her cus
tomers and books that won't
serve their needs.

The nature of her spe
cialty has been what's kept
her from buying a build
. and so far, that hasn't
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proven detrimental. “We've
llwu;ht about [buying].
but any place where we
could buy a building
wouldn't be a place where

ers do [own], and maybe
in their case, it's a neces-
sity. In our case, we've got
10 be next to a CompUSA
or a Staples to bring in that
extra traffic.” In the old
garage/warehouse days,
“People found me; I was
the only game in town. Now,
there's competition for part
of what 1 do, so it's impor-
tant for me to be visible.
Owning may be nec

essary for used dealers, but
there may be times when
it seems like a necessary
evil. Just ask William Bur

gett, who has been a San
[hego Booksellers Associ

ation member since 1981
and who has been selling
bhooks for 25 years. Burgett
occupied several locations
ke tore consolidating every-
thing into the building he
owned at the corner of Sev.

enth Avenue and C Street
downtown. When he closed
up shopin 1999, "Business

RESEARDC

reads from the bulletin.

lion dollars in one period
of time®
“And we know he stole
from us,” adds Tonnesen.
Fletcher also sold to
them. “In 1984, he came

was good. I still did olcay, but ming off the best for him- don’t” For and
it was just nerve-racking. self — he decided to unload now, he lists his inventory metaphysics [section, which
Dowmntown is not the cas- mry\hin;cnml{e of roughly 800 books exchu- hq;pn—ihbendpnmu
iest place to be in'for retail. sively on COMm. and got a whole new base.
You have thefts; you have foundab through alib- M hile, over at ‘We can expand out and
crazy people onmm; in #la,oom, the anllnt nled Wahrenbrock’s, Valverde grow into it; we can buy
there; you have peoph d companypersistintheir  wisely and actually make
cating and urinating on  plan now includs ing brick-and- with
d d the i as opposed tar location, even as they the spook stuff”
down the streets, and graf- to simply listing thcm on upload titles onto abe- More mainstream reli-
fiti, and just the nastiness of behalf of indep books. d <o is alk I
living | had abigbuilding,  booksellers. so far. Though the store’s  mover. *If [ could reduce
s0 I was a large target, and took itall —the three stories’ worth of books that by half, I'd be happy.
itjustscemed likeeveryday,  good, the bad,and theugly.  arebothdeepandbroadin  Then I could maybe expand
something was happening, and buy more phil

I just got sick and tired of
it

Besides the nastiness
of life, there was the expense
of it. I owned the build-
ing, but even though I
owned it, my overhead was
approaching 15 to 20 grand
amonth, because of employ-
ees and expenses and every-
thing. And that's before you
go and buy a book. It Just
ot to be, like, This is crazy’
Somebody made Eurgm
an offer on the building,
and that started his exodus
from the business. After
considering his options for
disposing of stock —a pro-
gressive sale or dumping
the lesser stuff and skim-

TUDIES

SAN DIEGO

619-235-0248

Did you have
another rough
night affecting
your daytime
performance?

ANINSOMNIA RESEARCH STUDY
IS BEING CONDUCTED

You will receive nvestigational study medicabion. a study-
related physical, ECG. blood work and a sieep study

procedure (polysomnography) at na cost. You will be.
compersated for the rights you spend at the sleep lab

Call us promptly to see i you qualffy 1o parbapate

SLEEP DISORDERS CENTER

1842 Third Avenue
San Diego, CA 92101

“Your average paperback
today is six bucks, so three
bucks is [our] average price;
$2.50 if it's a little mangled.”

It took about two weeks for
them to load it all,” recalls
Burgett. " They took about
seven semis of books.” Joe
Tabler, who watched the
gathering up of Burgett's
books, remembers, “They
would go along, put the
books in boxes, and throw
general prices on the boxes
for the people that were
uploading the books.”
Financial considera-
tions pushed Burgett back
into the workforce, and he
started doing some work
as a mechanic. “I used o
do that 30 years ago, when
I was in the Navy.” But the
return to his early vocation
provedless than delightful,
s he quit and returned to
the bookselling business.
“I actually make more
money [selling books| on
the Net than [ did doing
[mechanic work]. 1 just
buying books, roam-
ing around, doing what |
have done before, and
putting them on the Inter-
net.” He doesn't specialize.
“It’s just basically, find a
baok that you think is valu-
able enough to put on the
Net, anywhere from ten
bucks up. Sometimes you
‘have alittle bit of success and

their range of subject mat-

ter, there is some conces-
sion to the rule of special-
ization. “We make a big
effort to go after the older
books,” says Valverde. “Our
art section is extraordinar-
ily strong.” And while these
sections help to carry the
load, men like Jan Tonnesen
tend the rest of the dizzy-
ing inventory, combing,
deleting, expanding, updat-
ing. “We look at the books
and see how long we've had
them around,” says Ton-
nesen. “I've seen

we moved from our old
location 19 years ago. Those
are books that we either
reduce the price on or
donate to the public library
for their book sale.”

Sometimes a whole sec-

tion will be judged too big
and too slow and so find
itself drastically thinned.
Part of it has to dowuh a
section's location — if you're
slow and your neighbor is
fast, you may find his bor-
ders expanding onto what
was once your turf. “We
have a wonderful section
on the history of Mexico,
Mexican culture, Mexican
art, and so on, which was
just kind of jammed in. So,

Al

VAUCSD ARE CONDUCTING A RESEARCH STUDY U
INVESTIGATIONAL DRUG FOR LOW BACK PAIN

or increase our music sec-
tion — we geta lot of calls
for music, and we have too
much music to really dis-
play it properly, so the sales
aren’t there. The business
section we could reduce
considerably, health...”
The only exczpunn to
this

and

$25.0r more.” An em)
recognized a mark on a
book’s cellophane jacket
where a bookstore price Lag
had been and took it to a
local Doubleday store. The
store was able to determine
that the book had in fact
been stolen from them. “We

is hardback fiction.“It's !he
largest section in the store,
and one of the slawest mav-
ing. It'd be nice to reduce
it by half, but we're always
afraid that that one guy is
going to come in and ask for
that one book that we've
just sent over to the library.
T've straightened that sec-
tion out, and [ keep seeing
the same book — it's, like,
‘Oh, there yon are again.’
1t’s like visiting old friends.”
Because of their enor-
mous inventory, the staff
at Wahrenbrock’s can be
tough customers for
scouts — it's not easy to
find something the staff will
both want and have room
for. But because they can
buy older books and rela-
tively expensive art books,
they are also desirable cus-
tomers. As a result, says
Valverde, “We make it our
business to know where
[scouts)] get stock, because
of the problems that are
inherent in the industry”
Valverde rummages through
a drawer and produces a
“wanted” bulletin. “We as
a store have had this guy
arrested. He went by the
name of ‘Fletcher’ ™ He
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‘he had probably been steal-
ing from started coding
their in a certain way.
He brought them in to us,
and we looked at them and
said, "Yes, we can buy these. "
When the man had finally
stolen (and sold) enough
merchandise to nearly qual-
ify for grand theft, the potice
sent an undercover officer
to the store. “He comes in—
I guess on a Saturday —
and there was a great big
old guy over here [by the
window]. I figured he was
the cop because he has the
book upside down. We
looked at the books and 1
said, ‘Well, Mr. Fletcher, 1
can offer you $250, Here’s
my check” And then a lit-
the tiny girl in a pair of shorts
and pigtails stood up [from
a chair near the counter|
and sl:pped that guy in

Mm like Fletcher are
part of the reason that Kris
Nelson, the woman who
bought Joe Tabler's busi-
ness two and a half years
ago (and renamed it Blue-

Books & Bindery),
no longer buys books
“through the door for cash™
“It's hard to know some-
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times whether the books
are really that person’s books
or not,” she says, sighing.
“Because we were the new
kids, all these peaple would
come to us. We were buy.
ing tons of stuff from this
ane guy before we realized
he was a known felon.”
She has other reasons
for breaking the thrift-store-
to-scout-to-used-bookstore
supply chain: “I don't have
the money to buy all the
books people offer me. It
would be pretty stressful at
times, when [ didn’t have
enough money to pay the
bills and 1'd have to say, 'l
can't buy today’ Those peo
ple were relying on that
money, because they'd lived
day to day for years and
years like that. I just didn't
want to be relied upon in
that way, because already
it was enough stress to have
employees and my taxes
and insurance and all this
legitimate stuff. Plus there
was this constant need to
drop cverything you're doing
and look at some people's
stuff. I just didn’t want to
do that anymore; | wanted
amore sedate atmosphere”
Now, she grants trade
credit to customers who
bring in desirable books
“I'm not getting the best
pick” she admits, “but 1 still
seem to be maintaining. 1
spend my money on new
books. Tabler never did that
he had remainders, but he
dudn't do bestsellers or things
like that. I try to carry local
authors, and especially kids
books. When people spe

cial-order. I'll usually get
two; [ figure if one person
in the community wants it

probably someone else will
be interested”

Besides eschewing
scouts, Nelson also breaks
all three of the rules. Vio
lation number one: she
doesn't own the building,
“I was ready to own my
own business; | was des
perate to get a new job. |
had known Joe [Tabler
since the late "80s when |
used to work in Safari and
he used to shop up there. |
saw him and said, ‘Joe, do
you have any openings in
your store?’ He said, “You
don’t want that; that's abig
cutin pay for you. I said, ']
don'’t care; 1 hate my job. "

Nelson told Tabler
about her attempts to buy
a bookshop up in Wash-
ington, which had been
frustrated by curious book-
keeping on the part of the
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to work.
One of her first con-

10 just try to grow the way
you have 10 in order to keep

1 was kind of prepared for
it. I've been the person to

the book. Your average

paperback today is six bucks,

her own was in order. Like
Tabler, “I had a problem

watching the store.” But
binding required a lot of
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in. I think it's because they
can trade for anything; they
«can trade for new books in
stock. It motivates people
‘who just like to read to come
in here”

The notion of compe-
tition with new general
booksellers (i.c., Barnes &
Noble, Borders) brings us
to rule violation number
three: Nelson doesn't spe-
cialize. If anything, given
the influx of new books,
the store is even more gen-
eral than when Tabler ran
it. “I've always been of the
opinion that ynu have to
specialize, ally if you're
tiny, but it hasn't really hap-
pened here yet. [ wouldn't
mind, but [ haven't had the

money to emphasize any
area or o go and
get stock.

“The stock is pretty
much the same [as when |
bought it from Tabler]. We
did create a pretty big
Women'’s Studies section
where there wasn’t one
before — that was the main
feedback I got from the staff
before the store changed
aver. The women all said it
needed a Women's Studies
section. People go by and sy,
“Yeah, that’s the feminist
bookstore, but I don't know.
Our sections are so small
compared to other book-
stores; it's hard to say, “Well,
we have a lot of this, because

almost anywhere you go,

they’re going to have more.
“I would just say it's a
little neighborhood book-
store. I'm forming...a little
community base by doing
the trade-credit thing.
There's a small percentage
of people who prefer to give
us their money, as intrigu-
ing and wonderful as that
sounds. I have people who
will go to Obelisk or Bor-
ders and come back to me
with a list of titles, which
kind of blows me away.
|'m] trying to be the com
munity bookstore and not
a collector’s bookstore or
a specialized bookstore.” As
a result, she isn't sure that
the Internet, which she does
employ sporadically, con

HEALTH

stitutes a significant por-
tion of her sales — she
doesn’t carry many of the
“special books” that Tabler
said had to be put online.
To some extent, Nelson
regards competition with
the Internet perilous. “The
Blue Door was hit hard by
the Internet. Hillcrest peo-
ple are really Internet savvy.
A lot of people up in this
neighborhood have com
puters and know how to
use a computer and can
order books themselves.”
But she does see what she
hopes is a chink in the
online armor. “ guess what
I'm trying to do is make
special orders my specialty”

she says. “I'm going to sub-

BEAUTY

to be Books in Print]. That
will make it 5o I can look
up just about any book,
find out whether it in print
or not, and who to get it
from.

Tved —

is a lot easier and cheaper
to get.” if you can find it.
“I'm kind of hoping that’s
going to be the case”
Even with community
support, “Ifs kind of a gam-
ble,” she grants, “because
the subscription to BT Link
ive — it’s like a

P
books for just about my
whole career, and I'd like
to be able to do new or
used — because some of
this stuff isin print, but you
just don't know it. | A book-
store will say], ‘Well, it’s out
of print, but it’s not really
out of print — it’s just that
they can’t get it. It may not
have a big distributor, but
some company is making
a reprint. That kind of thing

ﬂn—.dh.dmymm
it’s not like customers are
going to sec the book here
first. I'm still special-order-
ing it And if the book is eas-
ily found, “It might not be
as cheap as it would be at
Borders, because I'm tiny,
and getting one book is a lit-
tle more expensive. But |
think I'm going to have to
go for it”w

— Matthew Lickona
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fitin his idea of good is most
certainly garbage and is to be
thrown out. The only reason
this gentleman would be given
the task to review (and | use
that term loosely, as Black Sab-
bath's Paranoid was not even
mentioned in the diatribe)

i Md*,beuing, Private, c 1 1
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y 1
cause a reaction from your
readership. I guess it worked, be
cause here | am writing this letter

Having Mr. Kleinzahler re-
view anything released by any
modern artists is akin to hav-
ing me review jazz or classical
music. 1don't care for them, so |
won't give them a chance cither

And by the way, as for “any-
onc over the age of 15 wha lis
tens to....metal...is either crazy,
amoron, or both.” 1 should in-
form you that 1 am none of the
‘m a 28-year-old white

male who works as a software
engineer for a profitablc San

and 1 support myself. |
happen to be a rabid fan of
heavy metal. Maybe next time
1 could write a more objective

baskethall, and musty
callection of jazz vinyl and re
tire like the old fart he is

om Wren
Metal Nightmare fanzine

Copley At The

Whaling Bar

Thave not spoken to Matt Pot
ter in 20 years, since introduc
m o his former boss and
“opley.at the
Whaling ot i L ol 1 find
his “City Lights” column
musi-read, and [ visit San
Dicgo frequently and always
take home the Reuder

“On the Waterfront
November 21
my biography
t's okay that Mait spells

“Schacter” as “Schaeffer.” But
he misses the big stary and
finds me running for some of
fices | never considerce

Please know that it was
William Donald Schacter who

did own and operaic 1 Balti
more hotel in 1986, .l when
M.

or Schaeler raied $4 mil
hon to run for governor, seeing
my name in lights al no extra
cost motivated me 1o jump
into the GOP primary for U.S
senator that year upon the re-
tirement of Maryland Senator
Charles Mathias. Reagan's
White House Civil Raghts chief
Linda Chavez (of late, nominee
for secretary of labor, until she
tripped on 4 nannygate issue),
won that 12-person primary:
1 came in second. Senator B
bara Mikulski won the se: lml
is now firmiy in her third term,
And I never ran for city attor
ney of San Francisco. | ran for
city attorney of San Dicgo
against John Wittin 1984, lost,
and was one of five candidates
for San Francisco district attor
ney in 1999. Could not resist

LN pponred o prominest kol mekeion. v seadisgilamsseaavt oo
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taking on i Terence
Hallinan, widely rated as Cali-
fornia’s worst DA ever; I'd
whomped him 40 years earlier
for student leadership at
UC Berkeley, and then and now,
he was physically into fights with
those who disputed him about
something at the wrong time. |
didn't make the runoff but
made some good friends over

losing candidate, Matt Gon-
zalez, who recently was elected
county supervisor of the City.

And my career record is
closer 10 20 elections than 50.
And my former Russian bride,
Olga, recently became a widow
and has been busy suing the

in; I was the attorney, and
Michael a noted au-

thor and write-in mayoral can-
didate as a Libertarian, was my
client, The Courteof Appeal or-
dered write-ins in runoff elec-
tions over the city’s objections,
basing its decisi the land-

It's nice that Matt salutes

mark 1985 Supreme Court de-

atural Microdermabrasion
3 Treatments
Just $180 wsezs vaer

Special package pricing

also available.

« Physician-strength equipme
for ultimate results and safety

« Diminish lines and wrinkles

« Exfoliate and regenerate
damage from sun or acne
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&m‘l\mmtd. lﬂuiimu{d*&?
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from Sharp Memorial

(across f
Haspital}

Credit cards accepted.

AND BEA

cision in Canaan & Brother-
ton vs. Charles Abdelnour, City
Clerk. The Reader's readers have
heard of Jack Canaan and re-
tired ConVis chief Bill Broth-
erton, and everyone knows our
legendary city clerk. And [ was
the winning attorney on that
case too.

-
T've irvitated some powerful

interests in Nevada, sufficient

that they've won my disbar-
ment there; but the matter is
now pending in federal court,
and who knows where it will
end. Until California shuts the
door, 'l be comforting the af-
flicted and afflicting the com-
fortable. And the big news? Am
one of two GOP candidates for
secretary of state in the
March 5 California primary,

hnpm' 10 be be part §F the win-
ning ticket former
mayor D‘:i Riordan of Los

will head. The Demo-
crats are likely to nominate
{ Secretary of State
March Fong Eu, & remarkable
lady at age 80, and having bat-
tled her in several constitu-
ional election cases, I look for-
ward to being on the ballot as

Wake up with your makeup

‘Wouldn't it be lovely to rise and really shine? MPi clinic can make that
happen with permanent makeup. Performed by the best artists with
complete medical safety, permanent eyceliner, eyebrows and lipcolor can
make momings a pleasure. Call MPi for a complimentary consultation

and learn how to wake up beautifully.
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PHYTO
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DERMALOGICA

Dt Dennis D Harper
Medical Directar

9900 Genesee Avenue Suite A
858.202.1808

NOSE CLOSED?
SNORING?

Are you one of the many who suffer from:
+ Nasal obstruction and meuth breathing?

us infections and congestior

al pressure and fullness

« Snoning and post nasa

SAN DIEGO LAsER & SiNus CenTia
6136 Alvarads Coust, Suie 201 San Dicy
arado HospitaVSDSt
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Laser Hair Removal |

PERMANENT - SAFE - AFFORDABLE |
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Free Consutafbn & Test Patch |

SKIN WELLNESS IDKII (‘ll'ﬂl

1947 Cabve St OB +
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her competition. Wish me well
It's not every day that someone
from San Diego’s history goes
for state leadership — it was
Bert Betts, statc treasurer, over
30 years ago, and, of course, the
leadership of Pete Wilson after
he retired from City Hall
Don't have 10 be a lawyer to be
secretary of state, but it helps.
Mike Schacfer
North Hollywood

The Fascination
With Alan Bersin
Reading your “Cash and Carry"
picce in "City Lights” (Novem
ber 21) made me think about
how occasionally I've run into
people who have waxed elo
quently about being a part of
the San Diego Padres organi
zation. And every day. smilely
whistle-while-we-work faces
on my television set go on and
on about how being a member
of the Wal-Mart family is a real
treat and how they cannot wait
10 get up ir the morning to gn
to werk and bring joy o the
lives of ail their customers | do
not know how many times |
have bcard employees of Qual
comm beam about how they
are appreciated and tr
the company for the
gence and creativi
So ! cannot help but wor

der why Padres owner John
Moores, Wal-Mart heir John
Waltor, and Qualcomm founder
Irwin Jacobs and his son Gary
are so fascinated with schools
chief Alan Bersin, who has cre

rare for samcone to be trusted
or rewarded for their smarts
and ingenuity, a school system
where nobody has a say other
than the people at the top. The
superintendent’s approach to
working with people is the ex-
treme opposite of these cily
heavies, if 1 am to belicve all
the positive things that | have
heard about them
And if Alan Bersin is truly
the bee's knees that these and
other powers that be, especially
the Union-Tribune, seem 10 think
he is. why is 5o much money be
ing spent to elect somebody who
will support him uncondition
ally? If his programs are truly
making a difference for students,
shouldn't they stand on their
own merit no matter who is
elected to the school board?
Hmmm, | am thinking that
maybe Bersin, from his U.S
Attorney days, has something
on a few people around town.
Geton it. "City Lights.”
Ernie McCray

In reference to the “Blurt” ar
ticle (November 21) regarding
the Clear Channel happenings
of the last week: just a few lar
ifications. Kerry McCall s name
is spelled Kerry, not Carne, my
understanding is that 18 San
Diego employees were fired,
not 12; and Dave Baker would
have only been heard on KGB
with any regularity in the last
six months. For years (seven or
eight for hum and four for me).

Thmmng Hair?
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Hair lm\sphnt vmh h our new tochnelogy

Get 2,500 transplanted hairs

for $3,000! -  (888) 41 2!1&_!%

Microscope-Assisted Follicular-Complex Technology
Quality at an Affordable Co

www.0OxfordHairlnstitute.com

Dr. Eugene Nowak, D.O.
Board Certified
Dermatologist

New Bocly
Contouring!

Tumescent LipoSculpture
N-Lite Rejuvenation Laser
Laser Tattoo Removal
Laser Vein Treatments
Safest Micro Euro-Pee!
Medicatled Beauty Creams
L8 = Hair and Nail Treatments.
Laser Hair Flemovall www.cosdoc.com
Call Now: 619-420-1840 for a free consultation.
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Why Choose Dr. Gocken?

- simple...

de the desired results!”

Nasal Refinement
Liposuction

Tummy Tuck

Botox & Collagen
Personalized Skin care

Call Now: 858-622-1177

j Deniz J. Gocken, M.D.

9850 Genesee Avenue, Suite 355, La Jolla, California 92037
A

Staff Surgecn, Scripps Memorial Hospital , La Jolla
Certified, American Board of Plastic Surgery
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voices most closely associated
with 91X, Channel 933, and
XTRA Sports 690 (as well as
the three or four other stations
that moved in and out of Clear
Channel's Pacific Hl.(hw.u iu
cation in the last few
cluding Mix 95.7 and Ko

there were so many format and
frequency changes that I've lost

track of which stations | did
and dida't work while
there) | left Clear Channel in

one month after being
pin my state-of-the-art
new Granite Ridge studio — in

Tune

HEALTH AND

order to take a better position
at KFMB AM & FM and also
10 avoid what 1 felt was immi
nent. Feels like | got autby the
skin of my teeth
Andi Hazelwood
Star 104 :f?M) KFMR
Product

Who's Norman
1'd like 10 respand 1o the let
ter from Norman Farquhart
November 21) about Ken
Leighton's in the
Novernber  issuc

Norman. pre

ecorded voice

BEAUTY

Laser Removal of

SPIDER

Eaparithier
Laevdlonien

4386 Alvora:

VEINS

Our ides

s s

"

curl, Ste. 201 [Heor Abrade Hasoial)

1-888-5D LASER

www.sandisgalasarcenter.com + ¢ 71017

tracks are not live DJs. And to
think that DJs will make more

money and have more time to -

pursue other ventures may be
the stupidest thing 1've ever
heard in my life. T wonder how
the Dfs feel about that, And
97 percent of the listeners won't
know that those are voice
tracks? Where did you pick up
that statistic? When big-band
radio station KSPA went to
voice tracks in 1994, the listen
ers were all over it like flies to
stink. You underestimate the
intelligence of your listeners,
which is a stupid thing to do.
And “who the hell is Doug
Best?” Well, who the hell are
you, Norman? I've never heard
of you before. How long have
you been doing radio? | remem

ber the Arbitrons in Doug's
time slot, and he always beat
KPOP, constantly. When Doug
Best was maved from a daily

show to a four-hour Saturday
show, KSPA was flooded with
hundreds of tele calls

many-term congressman, and
presidential wannabe Jack
Kemp — was humorous and in
formative (“Chargers Vet

November 15). A recovering
politician? If Jack could make the

from irate listeners who loved
Doug Best. And that's hundreds,
Norman. I'm sure his 30 years in
radio will far cclipse your mo

ronic r

The biographical story on re-
tired Chargers — in the case of
the one-time NFL quarterback,

Laser Removal of

iore,

Worsd you ke 1 cave you

wa? IF 50, seate-of

nology can erae vout tanue complescly.

FAST * SAFE *
1med by Board-Cenifies Facial Plastic Surgevos. For men and women.

Exeellence.,

6386 Alvaracdo (

AFFORDABLE

R —]
Results!
Ak ten ey

rt, Ste. 201 {Near Abarsdo Hosgical)

1-888-SD LASER

The ultimate treatment for stnooth skin

€I11ad

Microdermabrasion

peel

« Skin Renewal
» Adult Acne

« Sun Damage
« Fine Lines

Quick, no discomfort
and very effective.

Only $59

With this ad Expire

Wealso offer:

= Facials

* Giveolic Peels

* Beta Lift Pecls

* Sun Damage
Treatments

Advanced
Dermatology
and Laser

Institute

46055 Cass Street 4400
Pacific Beach
5382735428

ap g 3
we would be on to something.

Kenneth E. Dunn

Spring Valley

Inconvenient Death
Roberto Martinez's comments
in the article "lllegal Confu
sion” (“City Lights,” Novem-
ber 15) demonstrate a predilec
tion for political rhetoric rather
than a concern for human life
They also demonstrate a pen
«chant for exploitation rather than
an aptitude for sensitivity or logic
Mr. Martinez asserts that
“the poor conditions of [Bor
der Patrol] vehicles are a mere

grants.” He proceeds by blam
ing Border Patrol agents them-
selves for the poor conditions
of their vehicles, implying that
itis their choice to “wear down
those vehieles bouncing around
the hulls.” Mr. Martinez cites as an
example the accident on Tecate
Mountain involving Border Pa
irol agent Stephen Sullivan
stephen Sullivan's family
docs not consider his death on
Tec M.sunumh-i\c 2 “mere
ina o not recall
Step Im\ or ‘mvmlm Border Pa
trol agent ever expounding the
virtues of driving in rough and
dangerous terram in the per
tormance of their dutics. My

Martinez ignores the fact that
Border Patrol agents risk their
lives on a daily basis to pro-
tect human beings on both
sides of the border — human
beings who all suffer the con-
sequences of illegal drug and
human smuggling. A
onal safety and security to the
list of responsibilities on which
such human briny‘ regardless
of their origin, d
three-year-old daughter
Stephen's niece, refers to Stephen
and other law-enforcement
agents as heroes. She is 100
young to separate her concept
of a government agency from
her experience with the indi
viduals who comprise the agency
1 hope that when she is old
enough to develop her own
opinions or criticisms regard
ing the policics of such agen-
cies, she will not lay blame on
the dead and defenseless. |
hope that she will inherit even
a portion of Stephen's respect
for human dignity and com-
passion for human life.
Jonathan Read
initas

Long Live Strachwitz

Chris Strachwitz, founder of
the exemplary Arhoolic Records,
phoned me this afternoon 1o
assure me that he wasn't dead
Tknew that, actually, but in my
column on Son House, Skip
and Fred Mcl h:wr\l re

Snake Moah,” November 8)
the still-vital Me. Strachwitz
got grouped with the late fohn

STm-:ss-FREE SHOPPING FOR

THE HoLipays!

FaciaL,
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TREATMENT
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Buy 2 GiIFT
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“Dedicated to the Complete Revital
pirit in a Tranguil Eric

tion of Body ard
ormeni.”

Fahey and Robert Palmer. News
of the death of this pioneer
blues and roots record pro-
ducer was premature, and I'm
sure friends of his throughout
the San Dicgo area will be re-
Lieved to hear it. My apologies (o
those alarmed by the news. Mr
Strachwitz and Arhoolie Pro.
uctions thrive in El Cerrito,
California. Why don't you ask
them for a catalog? Arhoolie
can be reached at 510-525
7471 or 510-525-1204 (fax); e
mail mail@ar hoolie.com; website
www.arhoolic.com. Tell them |
sent you, and wish Mr. Strach-
witz continued good health!
August Kleinzahler

Worthy Goal
Re: “Coward Defense” (Letiers,
November 8): The writer obvi

ously yearns for world peace,
and who doesn’t? It’s a wor

thy goal, especially with mass

destructive weapons available
today. But it must be under

stood that not all people and
nations of the world think in
terms of peace (¢.g., the World
Trade Center artack).

We, unfortunately, have
enemies. It can't be peace at
any price unless we are ready
10 accept possible domination
with all of its ramifications.
Otherwise, there is no choice
but to maintain an adequate
defense on land, sea, and air,
and this requires majority sup
ort based on all the facts

order? I'd stake the
the majority would vote Lo

keep the status quo.
Ray Garner
San Diego

Flight Attendants In
Hot Pants
Your photographic and print
narrative blast from PSA's past
on Nevember 1 (“Picture Story”)
was quite nostalgic, although a
bit off-kilt
1was hired as a flight atten
dant in 1968 and flew for PSA
until 1979, From 1976 until 19:
1'was the president of the South-
west Flight Attendants Associa
tion, the independent union
formed by the fligh artendants
The revealing 1
forms sported by the (no,
stewardesses) flight attendants
15" af

Even then, we were known
as “flight attendants.” The term
ended a discriminatory prac
tice where male Sstewards”
would serve only alcohol and
the female crew would serve all
other beverages

The high-velocity urnover
in employment ended when
the flight attendants organized
1970. No longer could a female
flight attendant be fired for
getting married, ataining the
ripe old age of 30, or not meet-
ing the company-impased weight
requirements of a supermodel.

The “Precious Stewardess
Association” was supposedly
formed by a frequent. flier pas.

HEALTH AND

senger. We suspect PSA had 4
hand in this informal organi
zation — it was definitely not
formed by a flight attendant.
We did distribute the mem:
bership cards, though. Most of
the time, we received snacks
from our “Precious Passen
gers.” Once, however, our crew
ted o a first-rate din
ner at a Hilton by one of our
“Precious Passengers,” who
was the western region man
ager for the Hilton Hotels.

For the most part, my asso
ciation with PSA, and espe
the remurkable corps of
flight attendants, was very pos.
itive. Even though my position

as advocate for the flight atten
dants engaged me in more
than one battle with the com
pany, PSA generally treated its
employees well. The light at
tendants need to be remem
bered with more conaderation
and respect,
T

y Chambers

All information came from the

help k ,aru-n.rmrv..r.v. %
Editor

BEAUTY

If you are \uukln“ for the best surgeon, value,

and results

- Dr Khan's new ILHT re:chnique provides natural
fuliness in only one proeedure

* We are offering cormectve surgery for prior transplarts

« We also do transp

800-211-4247

Learn about new amazing advances n hair transplants

nts for eyebrows and eyelashes

Live seminar Saturday, December 1

S.Khan, M.D. FA.CS, 26 years of experience in hair
www.naturalhairtransplant com - e-mail: ILHTS@aol com

New Skin in 45 Minutes
Microdermabrasion is the most natural way to quickly
ammﬂylﬁmmemmmwﬂhvmom
or remaving
- Blotchy, Dull Skin + Fine Lines = Wrinkies gy
e
+ Excessive Skin Oil - Hyperpigmentation

process

Performed under direct swervmm of
Board-Centified Facial Plastic Surgeons.

Revolutionary state-of-the-art “Dismond™
only available at San Diego Laser Center.
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1 fast 157 os. ond loved 1 50 much | decded 10 work. here
(ol me, 1'd be more thon happy to folk to you obout i * Angel
Free physician consultation
Wellness & vity Center
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Sculpt Away Ugly Fat From
Your Stomach, Hips and Thighs!

Tumescent liposuction body sculpting

reT

BEFORE  (ocrwel patient) BEFORE  (actwal patiest)

* Less brwising and virtwally no blood loss * Ne loss of work (badk in 2-3 days)

. tool with excellent results o

Applicable body areas ex =n~ .

 Very affordably done without hospital or anesthesia fees

Ask about our other services, including:
* Facial & spider vein treatment * Folofociol™ (mproves suvdomaged skin &
= Lunch hour mego pes! 1osacm0 withoud downins)
o Laser hair removal » Chamical pasls
« Elimination of wrinkles around eyes = SunSpacirg 2000
(medicol 5p0 for reloxaion, poriests and
@ Cellulite reduction treatments. stress reduction)
* Focials, peels, waxing, and a hull line
- jections (e skin lesting) of skin care products
ein ‘
CENTER
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Certified by the American Board of Surgery
8881 Flercher Parkway. Suite 241, La Mesa - 619-697-1325
www.bestbody.cc - Financing Available
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. Advanced Dermatology b Laser
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Amer:
20% ot s any salon ser:
Arena Eyeworks Optametry

Contact lens exam & -month & s

Beyond Body Wraps Center
Free body polish products (570 value)

Bodycare
V-hour full body massage 539
Body TiC
35 off F-hour massage
Calforria Body Day Spa
510 off Hhour massage
Cabformia Naturopathic College
Frea ¢ value
Cosmetic Surgical Arts
Free Physiclan’s Choice  skincare package

©O0el Mar Pt Surgery
Microdermal [ 3 for 5250
D jeie’s Protessional Body Piercing
35 off any plercing
East County Ve & Liposculpture Center
Microdermabrasion serl

©Ceneral & Cosmetic Dentistry
Free dental implant
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MPI Chinic, Inc
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10% off personal equipment
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10% off new i used clothing

Optometeic Centers of 5 o
Eye enam 539 (369 )
Oxfordt Maw Institute
500 free tramplanted hairs
Pacific Colege of Orrental Medicine
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Culdden Famity Chiroprac s
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510 off Power Wrap

Giobal Laser Vision
Pracision LASIK vision correction $589
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5 tans only §39.99
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Healing Hands
Micro derma peel. § treatments 3450

Tattoo Remaval Laser Clesc
50% off consultation
©Uiira Hair & Beauty Supply
55 off amy 525 retall purchase

Or_ Robert M. Howard Eyecare Plus
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Hypnosis Training Institute

10% off hypnosls

Inner Balance Massage
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les consultation
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330 off Saturday spa service
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Free travel set
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We
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World Spa
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Free

Classic Photo
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Air Adventures Skydiving
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Free private lesson
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Free flight video
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Free CD. DVD. or game repair
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Free
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1 free hour
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Pirate Hooch

Beer Tasting and Lecture

ohnny Fincioen doesn't encourage

people o wax metaphorical about

beer. No language like “frui