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We welcome letters pertaining

to the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
Iress them to Lerters to the
Editor, Box 85803, San
CA 92186-5803; e-mail them
10 leners@sdreader.com; or fax
them to 619-231-0489. Please
include your name, address, and
telephone mumber. Letiers may
be edited for length and dlarity.

How Does One Join
The Legion?

This letter is addressed 1o
Sean “Hibernicus” Richards
of Legio IX Hispana, who
wrote a letter (July 27) com-
menting on an article in
“Events Highlight” by Jeanne

hinto.

Ave, Hibernicus! Where are
you and your fellow legion-
naires? How does one get to
join the Legion, where do you
practice, and where do you
procure your uniforms? | am
very interested and would like
1o hear from you with the de-
tails. Please e-mail me as soon as
possible. My e-mail address is
mfa@sdcity.sanme.gov.

Alex Acosta-Mathis

Violent Policies
Toward Native
Peoples
The levter (July 27) fram the
unidentified individual trying
to justify the mission system
n the state in the Spanish
colonial era doesn't fly if one
is even partially historically
literate. The Old Testament
retribution against a lonely
Spanish soldier for commit
ting an “unnatural act” is the
kind of mind-set much of
organized religion tries to
force on secul
The establi
mates California’
ulation at just about 300,000
in the historical period. Such
scholars as e, who
wrote and published Native
California Guide: Weaving the
Past and Present, the consum-
mate title on California native
history, is of the opinion that
thousands of Native Cali-
fornians assimilated into an
Hispanic or non-native com-
munity and stopped acknow
ledging native lineage as a
survival consequence given
Anglo violent policies toward
nnmpmws in frontier days.
California might have half
a million unrecognized and
immigrant and assimilated
Native Americans ., may.
be many more. When 1my
Brown was elected governor in
California in 1975, he had a
count of 200,000 Native
fi

of the Native Californians
toward the Spanish cultural

and religious institutions.

In cing | dom't et ey
name printed, and I resent
your publication possibly
misrepresenting your agenda.

Name withheld

by request

Go Back To n
This is in regard to the “Blurt”
section on July 27. | am sick and
tired of outsiders pissing on our
scene here in Oceanside.
Obviously this Oregon band,
Losing Balance, couldn't handle
up in Oregon, and once again
they cannot handle it here in
Oceanside. You have writers
like Ken Leighton and pro-
moters like Chris Austin and
other bands all saying that
our scenc is
violent, but our scene lives,
and if there are troubles, we
usually take care of them
ourselves. There's nothing
wrong with our scene or the
ands in our town. Obviously
this band can't make it in
Oceanside, so they should
just go back te Oregon.
Jose Navarro
Ni_le at Noon Entertainment
Oceanside

Another Mysterious
Dumj

That was an excellent article
on the Mission Bay dump
(“Something Stinks in Mission
Bay,” July 20). 1 used to do land-
scaping, and a lot of my debris
ended up there.

There's another dump
that it might be interesting to
find out more about. It was
over where B0S crosses Murray
Ridge Road — in that general
area. | think some of the air-
craft companies might have
dumped stuff there.

A Bigger Problem
Than You Think
As a longtime resident of San
Diega, now aver 50 years, a
recall came to my mind per-
taining to your article on this
dump (“Something Stinks in
Mission Bay,” July 20), which
1 observed at times from
perhaps the mid-'50s to the
mid-'60s (1955 to 1965, or
thereabouts).

1.do, in fact, specifically
recall, and very clearly, secing
steel drums, or “barrels,” per-
haps of different colors, per-
haps some orange and stand-
ing out clearly and others

or black, but steel drums,
without any question, stacked
one upon another in a rather
large ares, somewhat below
ground level and clearly vis-
ible from the roadway whilc
traveling. | know from riding
a bike there about 10 to 15
years ago that remnants of
the old road still exist near
the new divided road, which
has been there for years now.
I'm sure 1 traveled on the
road
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CITY LIGHTS €CITY LIGHTS

D. Crowe, whose editorial car-  world of da Ken- 1987, he came to San Diegoto  City Lights pages of the Reader. and San Dicgo mayor Susan okl dante, Coronado financir Larry  ownersJohn Moores and Larey  penings LD, Crow puthisunique.  Mobil Register in Mobile, Al- honor, we presentjusta fewof his
:«mn:mv: gu‘:‘:d mL; pages  tucky lv'nm g’:«“ﬂi‘:‘n his  work for the Tribune. When that  His tenure here coincided with the ing: the death and disgrace of  Lawrence; the Chargers’ ticket  Lucchinos the ‘9% Republican con- spin on all of then. This month,  abama, a major daily owned by best takes on San Dicgo.
The Crowe Flies since 1993, s heading back wothe  newspaper carcer in Texas. In  paper folded, he moved on to the  clections of President Bill Clinton Clinton's close friend and confi-  guarantee; the arrival of Padres  vemtion; and a tew of ther hap-  Crowe is joining the staff of e Newhouse Newspapers. In his  Thanks, LD!
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Full line of elegant, contemporary, unique and
high-end furniture designs for home and office
Pay no sales tax! ]
Free Delivery
& Free Setup

With this coupon. Valid through 8/1/00.
Sale prices quod at bath locations.

Modetn,sleek & unique asymmetrcal dining st
Starting at $099 ot the -piece s, Pck your own olon

|l

The Artico Martini Bar & Stools _. for anather unique look

Hollywood style in your home! Chaose lrom many available labrics.
Starting at $98Y. reqularly 51799,

Chaive lounge with slid hatdwood lrame and top. qeain Ieather
warlable in & variety ol styles and colors.
Starting at $639, reqularly $§3

Salid wood bedroom set with stvr handle acents.
Sarting at S350 (queen).reqularly $40 Many other styles available

FETILE ¢
FURNITURE &
MATTRESS CENTER
Mon. Sat. 10 am 7 pm - Sum. Il am-6 pm

2280 Garnet Ave 4265 [ Cajon Bivd.
858 -777-9888. 619-780-9888

Visit our Web site at wwwgarnetfurnitureom.

STRAIGHT ... ... HIP|

ation by Rick Geary
IDITVY MIHLLIYWAS

Dear Marr:

What's the real deal with divining rods? I've used @ couple of wire coat hangers and straightened
them out thus [clever illustration included], and 1 have found water pipes. But I'm puzzled as to
how it warks. Explain this to me s you would an eight-year-old.

— Tim, San Diego

Actually, the eight-year-old and | would like you to explain to us exactly how you found the pi
You make it sound like this happens all the time at your house, no big deal. Groundwater
scientists consider dowsing a crock. Dowsers tested under controlled lab conditions have never
beaten chance odds while searching for water or pipes or anything else, giving skeptics all the
smmo they need. But a study done in the Middle East by the University of Munich, published
by a Stanford University journal, produced some pretty impressive numbers for dowsers vs.
hydrologists secking water under field conditions. But when the same scientists took the same
ate their success in the lab — nada

dowsers and tried to repl

S0 how does it work, if it works? The American Society
there could be an electromagnetic energy field around your target, and
when you encounter that field your muscles reactto the charge and the dowsing rod moves. They're
quite emphatic that the energy passes through the body of the dowser. not the rod itself, which
s why a duwsing rod can be wood or metal or whatever suits you. All instructions for dowsers
size that yau have to concentrate very hard on what you're looking for and have your mind
open to the vibes. Dowsers believe it is a psychic phenomenon of some sort, but what sort
they don't knew

The clves aren't too interested in finding old water pipes, but they sure perked up when
we found ads for some dowsing kits that guaranteed to help you find lost pets and loved ones,
dead bodies, ghosts, murderers, oil, minerals, archacological sites, Earth’s subterrancan energy
fields, human auras, stock market tips and lottery numbers, or locate buried treasure by simply
dowsing over a map (no messy prospecting required!). Anyway, I've sent ‘em off with same bent
harbecue forks to find my car keys and the remote

f Dowsers admits they have no

idea, Believers opine th.

Hey, Mart
1 caommute to work by bike down Kearny Villa Road, and berween the 163 overpass and the 52
overpass are two markers, anc h side of the road. The west side marker has a Caltrans logo
and a cra e james Copeland, Jan. 2, 1964; May 22, 1994." The eastern marker is
Jarrly new, unmwm the little ety garden around it has becn there for years. The east marker
reads, “Debiie Pe 963 July 12, 1994. You will always be in our hearts.” What do

these markers signify? And il o et permission from Caltrans to put up these memorial
mmarkers?

— TH in RB
Both markers are posted at the sites where Copeland and Peters died. Copeland was a Caltrans

employee, though his death sccurred when he was off duty. Despite the logo and the professionally
printed marker, it scems to have been put up informally, by friends. It'snot an official memorial
sanctioned by Caltrans. They often honar workers killed on duty by naming bridges after them;
one was dedicated recently in the South Bay. Debby Peters was killed by a hit-and-run driver.
The cactus garden was planted in 1994 by her friends, who may also have later put up the metal
marker

Sarry, but for safety reasons you can’t get permission from Caltrans or the City of San
Diego to put a memorial marker at the side of a freeway or road. That's not to say the markers
don’t appear without permission. (It's likely these two did.) In that case, Caltrans evalu
safety of the location, and if it's not a high-speed, high-traffic area, they'll leave it until after the
funeral, then remove it. The city says they remove them as soon as they learn about them. Luckily,
in the case of Copeland and Peters. Caltrans says that section of Kearny Villa Road is in the city's
jurisdiction; the city says it's Caltrans's. If we just go away quietly and leave it at that, the
memorials are safe from any paper-shufflers demanding they be ripped out

Mr. Alce:
This puzzle has been driving me crazy. So there are three guys in a hotel and they order a pizza. It
costs $30. Each guy chips in $10. But when the pizza delivery persan gets back ro the pizza place
with the $30, it turns out the pizza really only costs $25. So he goes back to the guys to return their
change, pockets $2 since they didn’t tip him, leaving $1 for each of the men. That means each guy
paid $9, plus the tip, that's only $29. Where is the other dollar? Pleeceecez answer this.

— [Too distraught 1o sign it]

Get three of these a year. Homework assignment? That's why | waited until summer (o answer.
The trick is in how the question is worded. Each man paid $9, but that already includes each
man's share of the tip. What you need to do is add the $3 change to the $9 x 3, and waaah laaah,
you get $27 + §3 = $30, everybody's happy. Except the guys who got Fs on their homework, 1
guess

Got a question you need answered? Get it straight from the hip. Write to Matthew Alice,
EIOIMNMHPU Box 83803, San Diego, CA s h
or e-mail 1o heymatt@cts.com via the Internct.
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Snack Time

4 @entified Personal Trainer. U.S. Navy Seal
trains you at home, beach, park, ete.

oped programs. Couples welcome. Flexible
. T will motivate you.”
Myauagymlm.-yunugmmmm

)lmm. m-ylup this is a moment of perfect
 because, it's true, I have been toy-
mg Wlﬂl the idea of GETTING INTO SHAPE!

What the hell, | dial the number. A male
shouts, “Hi, today

is July 31, Monday *Of all the means which
wisdom usesto insure happiness throughout the
whole ofife, by far, the most important s the

ffriends.’ That's i-

[Designer Eyewecr Exam & S”

so% oﬁu 'S.Iosses

Any trame in stock

‘We'll Deat Our Competitors’ Ads by 10%

Apphies 1 materials and services provided by our office

THROW AWAY YOUR READING GLASSES!
Had LASIK and still need reading glasses?

Never worn glasses but need readers?
ser procedure - 1st time offered in North America!
ary, totally reversible procedure. Call us for consultation

Brand-new non|
Leam about this revolutior

VISION CORRECTION

FOR NEARSIGHTEDNESS » FARSIGHTEDNESS « ASTIGMATISM
Which precedure is best for you?
LASIK Surgery
Our office provides

experianced pre- and post-op
co-management care.

[ Nonsurg_lcal
| Orthokeratology

Special contact lenses improve
vision for many patients.

CALL FOR A CONSULTATION.

858-274 3777 619-224-2973
Dr. Kristie Homuth, O.D. Dr. Robert Homuth, O.D.
Successor to Dr. Michasl Satteriee, O.D. 3445 Midway Drive, Suite |
Mission Bay Professional Bidg. Walk-in patients welcome
2168 Balboa Ave., Suite 1

Professional Eyecare for Over 20 Years.
wueiERL (e ()
Right on Micway .
<o = 3
Prices eflective ™,
= 7 NN Y ®

“Musi prosent ad
m o e e ey

Near Sports Arsna.
Take Rosecrans exi off 8 o 5 reeway.
1 block past Sports Arena Bivd,

curus, 270 BC. Philosopher. Leave me a message.”
1 feel nauseated, bm dul another num-

your diet. Dieting is 70 percent of working out.
ifyou don't eat right then you can do sports as
much as you want and it won't do any good.”™
Sven whispers, “Whatareyoucatingri right nowt™

“Actually, it's not too bad. Almost no meat,
truck loads of vegetables, everything low fat,
all kinds of fruits, and then, for a change, more
fruits. | only started yesterday and I've already
gotten in two bar fights.”

“It's important to cat lots of protein and
vitamins.”

“I didn't realize diet was so important to
working out.”

“It's the most important thing, You can work
out seven days a week and if you don't eat right
you won't see any results from the gym. You
start with a light breakfast weighted with car
mhydraves.\»qummm is working,

ber. A sharp,
After an exthange of helloa T am asked, “Have
you had colon ipdratherapy before?”

“No. What. exactly, is i

Basically, it's a erifcation strategy or
cleansing of the large intestine or colon to help
restore function.”

“My colon seems jolly.”

*Even though you're functioning okay,
over time there may be toxins that build up
and your bloodstream may take some ofthose
toxins and recirculate them through your blood.
So. the procedure is just goad preventive main
tenance.™

“Your ad says you do herbal implants.
What is an herbal implant?”
“We don't do those anymor

Damn."Howlong 66 alan I\ydmllnv
apy take?”

“Most of them last an hour.”

“What, exactly, happens during that hour?™

“You're lying on a table and we're going
10 infuse warm water into the colon. [t's just a
tle pressure with warm, purified water. [t's
filling and emptying process to wash out the
entire colon.”

“Sounds messy.”1 haven't had breakfast yet.

It's not at all messy. It's a closed systen
There is no odor, no mess. The waste is taken
down 10 the sewer. Thete's no getting up and
having 1o run to the bathroom.”

Introducing Sven Voss de Margalef, resident
of Cardiff- By-The-Sea. Sven tells me he's 25, mar-
ried, stands six-feet four-inches and weighs 250
pounds. “Let me guess, you have 7 percent
body

Jh, eight percent.”

Slacker. Sven was a personal trainer in
Germany and Hawaii before moving to Cardiff
last February. “Tell me about your program.”

“Iook at youand find out if you did sports
before, if you worked out before, what your
condition is. Then, you tell me what you want
10 achicve and how long you want it to take. Ther,
I create a workout schedule for you.”

“How about something for the average
slob, someone who hasn't worked out in a
decade, is overweight, and has the motivation
of an elderly slug?”

sugiest cardiovascular cxercincs
four times a week that include weight training.
You would start slowly, first --xkvnly 20 min-

better in g every two
K

That's how you tose weight, kecping the body
working all the time. If you eat one, two, or

The Vegas Line
NFL Exhibition Games
(Home Team In CAPS)

Overt
Favosite Spread  Under  Underdog
Friday

DETROIT 3 36172 New England

BUFFALO 3172 3612 Cincinnat

TAMPABAY  Pick'em 36172 Washington

| GREEN BAY 212 7 NY Jets

i Jacksonville 2112 38 CAROLINA
; Saturday

PITTSBURGH 3 36 Miami

TENNESSEE 4172 36172 KansasCity

SEATTLE 1 38 Indianapobs

NY CIANTS 2172 3 Chicago

ST_LOUIS 6 40 Qakdand

| maLTIMORE a 38 Phiadelphia

MINNESOTA 4172 38 New Orieans

SAN FRANCISCO  NL San Diego

DALLAS 1 37 Atlanta
Tokyo

Denver 1 3711 Avizona

three times a day, the body is saving all the car
bohydrates as fat, 50 you don't los any weight.
But, if you eat five, sixlitle meals during the
dar; you keep your metabolism going all the time.
Also, if you eat carbohydrates in the morning

and change to protein in the evening, you will
lose weight very fast.’

I envision life as continuous snack time
“It takes three or four months before you feel
the benefits of working out. How do you moti-
vate people to stick with it until they can feel a
differe

'Wdl.l 've changed their dietalready. After
two or three weeks theyfeelightr,they re not

utes, then,
you work out 60 minutes a d. y.
“But, the basic thing, you have to change

And Ill go into their minds and
T e How good working hard is for
people, how healthy if

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the Intemet: sportbox@ix.netcom.com.

SHEEP A0 GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHIP REVIEWED

Denomination: Roman Catholic
Address: 1638 Polk Avenue, University Heights;
619-291:4597
Year founded locally: 1913

Senlor pastor: Reverend H)Ll]lp Sessions

Diversity: whist, Atiaty Hupanl( African-
American
: Sunday Mass, 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,
12:00 noon.

At the beginning of Mass last Sunday at St
John the Evangelist, music director Kathleen
Scheide played two pieces from Bach's “Art
of the Fugue” on the church's I9th-century
pipe organ. Acquired three years ago, the
hefty American-ma

lttle room not visible from within the sanc-
tuary. St. John's tabernacle is one of the most
visible in the diocese. Far to the altar’s left,
tucked into a shallow alcove that juts into
the sanctuary. When pacisionars scter 3.
John, they genuflect toward th

Ithought about St. John’ lubﬂ'md:u

1listened to Father Hannan's homily. Following
“The Hand of the Lord,” s.nm r Hannan
spoke on the sixth chapter of
forward language he S Tt ies
of Jesus feeding the multitude and of Jesus
walking on water. Father Hannan explained
how these events prefigured the Passion. The
endless loaves and fishés foretold the “spir-
itual food" of the Eucharist. Jesus' walk across
the Galile foesold his masery of death, For
‘as these things were, Father Han-
o thaysoer o sosigh s conie
the skept
e sigas themselves cannot give us
faith, We must always

instrument sits in the
choir loft and fills the
sanctuary with lovely,
sonorous sound. How-
ever, during last Sun-
day’s Mass, St. John's
parishioners were
forced to rise and sing
“The Hand of the
Lord,” a hymn writ-
ten in 1970 that
included the lyrics,
“The eyes of all look
with hope to you /And
you give them food in
due scason.”

Most  Roman
Catholics have never
quite gotten the hang
of singing in church.

remember that faith is
a gift from God,

Sucha gift is pre-
cious, he said, and
believers must guard
it carefully.

After the service,
1 spoke with Robert
Booth, one of only a
couple African-Amer-
icans | saw at St. John.
Booth told me he grew
up in one of the worst
housing projects on
Chicago's south side.
When he was very
young, his mother
enrolled him in a
Catholic school, the

-fashioned and now

'n\cyu;lngﬂynu(mnd endangered kind that
there, <unmuly has educated so many
urban poon:lnldun
can understand why Our family had
For along time | stared bﬂlmh—
at “The eyes ofall look onm Baptist,
with hope to you/And Frien from the deep South,

you give them food in
due season,” hypno-

ississippi. When we
got to Chicago we

tized by the awkward- PO s el . (o). were pretty much on
ness of the language, by A s our own. I think what
not to mention the dis- i e first attracted my
turbing image of God i il mother to the Catholic
feeding people’s yes. Church was all the ser-

ious, o vices it provided —

mn. if 1 had to sing
lyrics like that

St. John's parishioners aren't forced to
sing all that often. They have Kathleen Scheide
playing nice, traditional pieces, and they have
a very talented cantor, Wendy Greene, who
can make even the dreariest contemporary
Byra s plesia. Al S Jolia¥ sty
isn't of the hand-pt -banjos vari-
cty. Celebrated last Snnday by Futher James
Hannan, St. John's liturgy was simple and
owed much of its beauty to Father Hanhan
himself. A priest in his late 70s, Father Han-
nan has witnessed the modernization of the
Roman Catholic Church. He celebrates the
Eucharist with great reverence. His hands
tremble a little when he holds the Host aloft.

St. John's tabernacle is a similar exam-
ple of endurance. Most American bishops
have a morbid fear of tabernacles and prefer
them kept as far away from church altars as
possible. Many parishes treat their taberna-
cle as if it were a dangerous device and place
it behind wrought-iron gates, or in an odd

after-school activities
for kids, youth programs. So my mother
enrolled all five of us in Catholic school,
and that's how we came to the Church. My
mother may also have been attracted to
Roman Catholicism because of its strong stand
on civil rights. She was certainly a child of
her time.

“She instilled a great deal of self-con-
fidence in usand encouraged us in our faith.
When 1 was 13 1 thought | might have a voca-
tion as a priest, and so my mother sent me
toase where I studied until I was 17.
Ultimately, I decided I didn’t have a voca-
tion. The life was, 1 felt, simply too difficult.
But the education was wonderful. Because
the Catholic Church is international, I stud-
ied with young men from all over the world,
from the Philippines, Poland, Germany.
Young men from everywhere. Asan African-
1didn't stand out. Race has never
really been an issue in my experience of the
Catholic church.™

— Abe Opincar

LASER VISION

The top surgeons - Our practice is imited lo refractive surgery.

ChhlSuwm Dr. Yaghouti- Ophthaimology bn-'ﬂmhdmdnmmmlylmfut
of ophthalmologists in the United States wha is fellowship trained in comea and

refractive surgery at Harvard University's Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.

Exp,ﬂ‘nl:l Dr. Yaghout has performed several thousand LASIK procedures
amhmamm“%mhh“dw
Rl

it comes to quality, the choice is clear

199

Limited to First 1000 Patients... So Call Now For a Free Consultation !
Gur R Fea s 51 Eve

[P ——

%
#




1 Bllll 204.2400

Balboa: 858-292-7079 Escondido North: 760-739-8422
Carlsbad: 760-439-4404 Escondido South: 760-489-0660
Chula Vista: 619-425-6600 Grossmont Ctr. Sgexs: 619-667-7607
El Cajon: 619-442-0293 Hillcrest: 619-683-2424

Encinitas: 760-634-2760  La Mesa: 619-697-1212

19 San Diego Area locations

Mo ocher discounts an be used with this offs. Muse be at least 18 years ok, or 12 with parenc. No cash substiurions. Icentives may be offered for enroling in ocher memberships. Babysiing available for 2 nominalfee. Failes and
.._ﬁg.,.,nwul..g.i...muld..s.n,mldhu;nuuyh,hummﬂkapmpﬂqzérhumm“m%m.ummwauhwzmwﬁxms«dmhmh&

Now Open for Pre-Sale!
Bonita Sgees: 619-656-0018

Miramar: 858-693-3500 Stadium: 619-281-5543
Point Loma: 619-224-2902
Rancho Bernardo: 858-485-7177  Rancho Penasquitos Sgesz: 858-538-4400
San Marcos: 760-591-7700

Santee Sgerr. 619-258-3658

10 San Dicgo Reader August 3, 2000

PACIFIC| BELL )
CIFICEIBELL. | o)

Pacific Bell PCS Store
2D Store

glona
pistance

CASH

Vibrating long-life battery
Double stand-up rapid charger
Hands-free system

Car chargi
Colored
Leather carrying case
Belt clip

TActivation not required.

YOUR OLD PHONE WILL HELP
YOUR LOCAL SAN DIEGO NEIGHBORHOOD -
WATCH PROGRAMS!

N

a, next to Tower Records

San Dlogo s #1 Superstore' (619) 221-8111 ¢ (619) 299-4455

ALI. FACTORY-NEW IINEIII'OI!Y LIFETIME-OF-CONTRACT OVER-THE-COUNTER VIAIIRAIITY'

ronth Weeken mincAes acoy 1 mrbrme for

Archarpes Wesnarde: 1201 g 13 L e )
.,..,,..,.,....w_.,_.... “'?&""’
arie sppacani g mmﬂmwﬂvt——n
A i
" s
e T i X regon S
=ty

et s b o bach Py Tah

[ e —————



FREE UNLIMITED MOBILE-TO-MOBILE & FREE LONG
DISTANCE & FREE ROAMING & °19°°/MO. FAMILY PLANS
WITH FREE MOBILE-TO-MOBILE AND POOLED MINUTES

Z Ericsson Ericsson T28 Nokia 5190 E
s} 788 ‘:'I Band FREE“ 5
(o] *k o
e FREE o9 S W
& Micro-Minl *Velco- the Market! =
& 4.4 ounce activated Phone, Pager s
(V) dialing & Answering ]
z Phone, Pager «Sllont vibe Machi o
0 & Answering «Thin lithium- g z
= » - i All in One
£ Machine! ion battery = - 3
= : ones on the M
P vl ight - =
Q wnder 3 ounces m . s“per rghme g !
: = Nokia 6190 esNom ba
5 | TRADE IN YOUR OLD PHONE FOR: $ 49 0 memory ﬂery
= | casu 5
% | VIBRATING LONG-LIFE BATTERY ® PAC'F'cﬁf..':.':' ’(‘-'-!’-:-j- TRADE I“ A" OI.D
- | DOUBLE STAND-UP CHARGER Lithium = -‘““*—_ PH ONE F on o

HANDS-FREE SYSTEM Battery - E Pacific Bell PCS St ®
% | CAR CHARGING ADAPTER Hook up ) - = -
< | COLORED FACE PLATE to Your PC! & CASH ,
{; | LEATMER CARRYING CASE Phisiia . . ’ 1
2 | v onh Pt wis W TONR LGEAL SAN. DHOS WATCH ::::';’:ns & ““ v.llﬂ“lllg Inng-ilfe ""“"’Y

SAN DIEGO’S WIRELESS SUPERSTORE Machine 2 W‘d Double Sl'lll'll[-llp rupul thﬂrger

#1 PREMIER WIRELESS! CALL 619.221.8111 OR 619.299.4455 n One 3 Mobile-to-

- - A v = Wil Hands-free system
: Car (hnr?mg adapter
Colored face plate
OPEN 7 DAYS Famity Talk - Chosse any new Personel Caeics rebs plan and edd additionsl lines for Leather “]"'y"'g case
Monday Satdey 9 an 7 pm + Sunday 10 0m6 pm just $19.99 per line and poel the with il m‘ BGI' ‘lip
‘“‘\ng "Activation not required.
&m” YOUR OLD PHONE WILL HELP
$29.99 $199.99 Distance YOUR LOCAL SAN DIEGO NEIGHBORHOOD
o0 750 anyime mines o 1700 i minses WATCH PROGRAMS!
and FREE long distance and FREE ong, distance Sond FREE long distonce —

and FREE unlimited
mobile-to-mobile”

and FREE unlimil
mobile-to-mobile”

e Grand Opening across | he ; next o Tower Records
onecrecew

San Diego's #1 Superslore (619) 221-81 e (619) 299-4455

Free delivery to your home or office

EE VOICE MAIL » FREE CALLER ID » FREE ROAMING »

« Q1 3311¥D 3344 = 1YW IDIOA » ONIOVd 3T « ONIWYOE 3334

g pA:lﬂcnaELL,\ 'l@ £

" e Wirsiess s < )

2|2 2535 Comino Dol io Wes (b T o o 6. scos s st e ooy W RN @SS ALL FACTORY-NEW INVENTORY — LIFETIME-OF-CONTRACT OVER-THE-COUNTER WARRANTY! (¥

ilc [C==1] EA Pacific Bell PCS Store (619) 299-4455 T T e e s = {
== P Sarcil WA e T (619) 221-8111 i = === W H
5| 3681 Sports Arena Bivd. {ocross from the Sports Arena and next 1o Tower Records) www.p i irel net shene. &0 o o o et o i e % 1%
2 ® FREE CALLER ID = FREE ROAMING o FREE PAGING FREE VOICE MAIL  FREE CALLER ID # FREE ROAMING ® FREE PAGING * FREE CALLER ID * FREE ROAMING G AR QNS redarved APT Wt Wigna s ¥
s -3 1.




SIGHTSEER

Shark

Buffet

omething that happens less frequently than
people getting struck by lightning happened
twice this past June. There were three shark
attacks, all off the coast of Alabama. In one
case, a six-foot bull shark attacked two swimmers
off Guif Shores, biting off one man's arm; in the
other, a bull shark lunged at the rear of a 22-foot
in Pensacola Bay, inga swim-

mmg platform.

Surprisingly, shark attacks, unless fatal, don’t
receive much media attention — and for good
reason. Ifeverylittle tug, nibble, and chomp were
replayed on the evening news, no one would ever
swim again and trawlers would be dragging nets
clear across the ocean. But when such stories do
get reported, | notice them. My nose for shark
attacks is not unlike the shark's for food; with eyes
closed, 1 can detect the words “shark” and “artack”
hidden in the vastest sea of inscrutable newspaper
print.

1 love the water and I admire sharks: | hope
they'll be swimming i the ocean long after we're
done driving all over the earth. My purpose is not
to raise alarm, and surely anyone reading this has
mare rational fears than | do. All T know is that
nothing in the world scares me more than sharks.
To my weak little mind, the attack itself wouldn't
even be the worst part. How about that quick,

swirling eddy caused by a 1 2-foot great white glid
ing past a dangling leg? Or that silent diving fin in

From wew. fmnh.ufl.cdu/fish/ default htm

your peripheral vision? | would much rather see
adrooling, stinking, growling grizzly charging me
at 30 milles per hour than 1 would feel a sandpa-
pery nudge in eight feet of water.

Jaws, of course, lies at the root of my phobia.
I was living in Vermont when I saw the movie,
and it virtually immobilized me with terror. Never
mind swimming in the nearby ponds and rivers,
1 would freeze in the middle of a green field, gripped
by a kind of daydream or fantasy involving a large.
black cauldron teeming with sharks. | imagined ham-
merheads behind my back, schooling in the moun
tain atmosphere.

Any hope of recovering from these childish
anxieties was dashed when not long after seeing

the movie, I fell overboard from a sailboat. I was
sailing with my family in the Virgin Islands. My
brother and 1, wearing our lifejackets, were sitting
on the bow of the boat, enjoying getting splashed
by breakers in a channel between two islands. The
boat fell in a deep trough between two waves, and
the impact jettisoned my small body right over
the side. 1 landed in a bed of a kelp, my legs tan-
gled in its tentacles. By the time [ got my bearings
and turned to look for the boat, it was about 30
yards off and sailing farther away. [ was about to
be eaten, but [ couldn’t
catch my breath long
enough to air my dis-
pleasure. My dad, an
expert sailor, saved me.
Without any leverage, [
managed to jump from
the water into the mov-
ing dinghy. Perhaps [
pushed off from the
shark's head. Can some-
one say they've experienced a shark attack even if
a shark was never near them?

People have tried, so it’s the business of the
International Shark Attack File to distinguish
i between actual unprovoked attacks, close calls,
i and imagined encounters. You can read all about
the file and sharks at the Florida Museum of Nat-
ural History's Ichthyology website (www. flmn.ufl.

Since 1580, there
have been 659
attacks and 47
deaths in this
country.
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edu/fish/default. htm). More
than 3200 investigations are
currently housed in the file,
which covers a period from
the mid-1500s to the pre-
sent. Wisely, access to the
file is restricted to biologists
and doctors and is granted
only after careful screening.
Direct access by the press
and general public, the cura-
tors say, is strictly forbidden
in order to protect the vic-
tims’ privacy and moprevent
sensation

accounts. Still, the site posts
a great deal of information
and statistics about shark
attacks— enough for me to
figure out just how I can
minimize my risk of getting
swallowed.

First, what everybody
knows: shark attacks are
extremely rare. Worldwide
in 1999, there were 58 con-
firmed cases of unprovoked
shark attacks on humans,
resulting in 4 deaths, These
figures agree with the aver-
ages for the past decade,
which are 54 attacks and 7
deaths per year. Contrary to
popular belief, Australia is
not the hot zone; the United
States lays claim to that title
Since 1580, there have been
659 attacks and 47 deaths in
this country, versus 315
attacks and 149 deaths in
Australia (the higher death
totals owing to the remote-
ness of Australia’s beaches).
Florida is the shark's favorite
buffet — 424 of this coun-
1ry's 659 attacks occurred
there. Among the 42 kinds
of sharks that have been con-
firmed to attack humans are
the tiger, bull, requiem
(hmrm?), blacktip, blue, short
fin mako, grey reef, bronze
whaler, lemon, spinner,
oceanic whitetip (voracious
and, thankfully, oceanic),
thresher, sixgill, and great
white. And hammerheads
100, but not, apparently, the
schooling green mountain
hammerhead. They feed on
something else.

— Justin Wolff
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hen my friend Arun visits
his grandmother in Madras, before she
allows herself to touch him, she first sprin-
kles him with water from the Ganges. Arun’s
family are Brahmin, the highest Hindu
caste. Thirty years ago his parents left Madras
for Los Angeles, where his father had found
a job teaching physics. Perhaps because

India long ago colonized Java, Brahmins
may cross the seas 10 India’s south with
impunity. But when they cross the Pacific,
the kalapari, “black waters,” they become
ritually impure. With a few drops of water
from the holy Ganges, Arun’s grandmother
disinfects him from his passage over the
kalapani. For as far back as anyone can
remember, and presumably, even farther

back, for many, many centuries, everyone
in Arun’s family has tried to maintain Brah

ple scattered across thousands of years,
Arun was the very first to cat beef

Hindu laws are complex, vary from
caste 1o caste, and even within a given caste
may vary from region to region. All these
laws, however, protect a vulnerable purity

Brahmins, the caste of priests and scholars,
are the Hindus mast susceptible to spiri

‘whatever you're tasting,

min purity. Ofall these thousands of peo- -

tual pollution. While the lowest castes may
accept food touched by anyone, some Brah-
mins will not drink water on which the
shadow of a low-caste neighbor has fallen.

When Arun was a little boy growing up
in Santa Monica, his mother did her best
to keep a proper Brahmin home. Every
morning, before she entered the kitchen,
the holicst room in the house, she first
bathed and put on clean clothes. She then
performed the daily puja at the family’s
shrine. She lit oil lamps and incense. To
images of Vishnu and Lakshmi, Buddha,
Ganesh, and Parvati, she made offerings
of fresh fruit.

“My mother never cooks without first
bathing and putting on
clean clothes. She never
tastes the food she cooks,
because once you've put
food to your mouth, your
hand becomes impure
and you can contaminate

Even at mealtime, you
can only serve yourself
once. There always has
to be someone at the table who isn't eat-
ing 0 they can serve you if you want more
food. In our home, since there was only
the three of us, my mother waited to eat unul
after my father and 1 had finished.”
While it was one thing 1o live in a non-
Hindu society where the strictest Brahmin
purity couldn’t always be maintained, Arun’s

by MAX NASH

parents never fudged on vegetarianism.
“My grandmother won't even wear
silk because silkworms are killed in the silk-
making process. The idea of eating meat,
especially beef, was repellent to my par-
ents. The cow holds a special place in the
Hindu heart. It's sort of like the lamb in Chris-
tianity, a symbol of purity and innocence.
Jesus was the Good Shepherd. Krishna was
a cowherd and he cavorted with milkmaids.
The cow is selfless, gives milk. You have
that whole maternal element with the cow,
100.
“I would never have broken so many
years of family tradition
if T hadn't gotten asthma.
After my mother had me,
she couldn't have any
more children. Not only
am | an only child, I'm an
only son. When [ was in
elementary school 1
started having problems
breathing, and this devel-
oped into very bad
chronic asthma. | was taken to the emer
gency room many times. My parents were
terrified. | was kind of a skinny, anemic
child. My physician told my parents that |
needed to eat animal protein, specifically
beef.
“I don't know what the medical basis
was behind this recommendation, but my

parents had great respect for doctors. They
were afraid they were going to lose me. So
that afternoon, after we left the doctor’s
office, my parents took me to McDonald
‘We drove in silence all the way. [ remem-
ber my father ordered a Big Mac for me.
He carried it to the table as if he were hold- |
ing a live cobra.

“As | unwrapped the burger, my par-
ents just sat there with this look of horror
and fascination. They couldn't quite believe
that it was actually happening, that their pre-
cious son was about to eat dead cow. Both
my parents are very proper, so they didn’t
scream or anything when [ bit into the Big.
Mac. Their eyes just kept getting wider and
wider. Finally, my father said, ‘Well, how
is it?" 1 was just a little kid acting instinc-
tively, 5o I said, ‘It's good.” My mother
sighed and said, 'Oh, my.’

“Every week for several years my par-
ents took me to McDonald's for a Big Mac.
I don't think they ever got used to it. My
mother tried buying lunchmeat to put in
my school lunches, but she couldn’t bear

touching it or having it in her kitchen.
Eventually, | sort of grew out of my asthma.,
When I was in high school I started getting
interested in my roots and made a con-
scious choice to be vegetarian. Now when
I go to McDonald’s I'll order a Big Mac
without the meat. It's actually the sauce
and pickles that taste so good. The clerks
at McDonald’s think I'm strange, but my
parents are very pleased.”

- ]
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He

o, landscaping accessories « flowers ¢ fertiizor

Unforgettable

LONG-AGDO S AN DIEGO
tutional Governor of the Department of
California, made the donation. In any
event, Carillo received a deed for the penin
stila on May 15, 1846.

One morning, he rode his horse south,
from the shanty “pueblo” of San Diego —
one-story adobe buildings with white-
SCENES FROM CORONADO HISTORY washed walls — around the southern shore

A.1In 1835, as he sailed up and down of the bay. “The beach bordering the Pacific
the Alta California coast on the Pilgrim, Ocean offered him a smooth path north-

“The ‘Island’ or Peninsula of San Dicgo,
1846-1890"

KENNETH JAMES LARSEN
MASTER’S THESIS
usD

19-year-old Richard Henry ward,” and he rode along a “crescent
by Dana, Jr., described the | shaped peninsula.”
Jeff peninsula-island, on the | The Don stopped his horse at a ridge,
Smith western shore of San Diego | "about 50 feet above tidewater.” He sur

veyed his property and the territory beyond.
high hills behind the town of San Diego,
and, to the west, the steep headland called,
in those days, Punto Loma

sclaim ownership of his two
square leagues, Don Pedro performed

Bay, as “low, green, but |

without trees.”

B. It’s not clear how Don Pedro €. Car
illo got the land. When he married Josefa
Bandini, either b
them as a gift, or Don Pio Pico, Consti

To

ather, Juan, g

MASTER’S THESIS EXCERPTS:

1. At the time of Don Pedro and Josefa’s wedding gift, Leo Carillo’s father, Juan, son of Pedro

and Josefa, was four years old. Leo €

1o, who played Pancho on the TV series The Cisco Kid, claimed
that Coranado Island was rightfully his, thanks 1o the land grant his grandfather received from Pico
in 1846

2. When Don Carillo cl

d the land, “thousands of black brant or geese recently departed their
winter gathering spot, and now curlews, willets, dowitchers, and snipe waded along the shoreline.
a 3tiff, short-trunked plant with

and lemonade berry, an evergreen shrub or small tree with white or pink

Sandy soil nearby gave rise (0a dense growth of Spanish Bayonet —
, spine-tipped leaves
flowers. Tough sumac brush and cactus also grew abundantly on the ‘island.’ ™

rigi

3. Almost one-third of the Mexican grants had passed into the hands of Americans before March

: “He pulled up the grass
and broke the branches of shrubs on his
property. After he had destroyed a small
patch of vegetation, Don Pedro turned
and threw a stone in each of the four car-
dinal directions. His act indicated that for
the first time this land was separate from
the public domain.”

Two months later — July 9, 1846 —
Americans raised their flag at Yerba Buena
(present-day San Francisco). Although
Alta California citizens urged him to keep
the land, in spite of the change, Carrillo
talked with wife Josefa about selling, mov.
ingto Los Angeles, and pursuinga career
in law. On October 20, 1846, Carrillo
transferred all the land that forms the port
of San Diego, to where it joins the land of
Santiago Emigdes Arguello

“He evidently did not think 100 highly
of the property.”
n 1885, members ofa “peninsula 1. “A steam ferry between San Diego
" hoping San Diego would and that limb of the Peninsula opposite
become the terminus of a transcontinen- the town — a distance of about 1500 yards.
tal railroad, envisioned the island- penin 2."A tramway direct from the land-
ing place across the Peninsula to the ocean

‘0104 ALII30S WOINOLSIN OORID NYS.

Flisha Babcock. . 1850

syndicate,

sula as a tourist haven, including:

al grantees found statc and federal taxes in Southern California high for the benefits

of mail service and police protection received; the relatively inflexible land taxes were especially dis-
fornia landholders.

4. Coronado is the past participle of the verb coromar, (o crown. The Spanish word for beach, la
playa, is feminine in gender, and the owners changed the Spanish modifier coronada 1o fit with the
English word "beach.”

5. There may have been an ancient Spanish coin called a coronada. The coin supposedly had »

advantageous to large Southern Cal

crown cagraved on it and was worth about one-seventh of a silver real.
6.1n 1887, San Diego attempted to tax Coronado, a community worth over $1,000,000. “Island™

residents, bout 1000, Diegoand, in 1890,

Free Suceulent

Plant. Variely to choose from.
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beach —a di on the Amers inent”  rest d Owners,can’tyougiveusa  from the Islas Coronadas,
2400 yards. Inmid-1885, members 10 beknownas“thebuilders  Monitor City, Welcome City,  name with Jess liquorinits  the “crowned islands™ off-
3. “Another tramway  of the syndicate visited the  up of San Diego.” Brooklyn, Yalts, Land’s End,  consonants — & name so  shore. The resort became - \
atrightanglesto theformer  property but couldn’t buy Babcock and Storyenvi-~ Shining Shore, Hiawatha,  vocal and mouth-filingthat  the “crowned beach.” %
and along the Peninsula it due to “title problems.”  sioned “the finestresorton  the Lado, La Frontera,and Vil- it will stun the ear of the lis- But even the new name
between the ocean and the One member, S.R. John- the Pacific Coast.” Plans lamar.” Stuart Stanley, who tener into attention? You wasn’t above criticism. I
bay son, wrotealetterassuring  included improved water  drew up plans for the origi-  see the people of San Diego  “Chalmers Scott, a Spanish f
4. “Sell the lands in San Diegans that the syn system, a railway around nal “peninsula syndicate,” age as proud of that spot scholar, explained that Coro- A
blocks of about two acres.  dicate “was not a set of  the shore, a “large” hotel,  suggested Miramar, after  overthereasthemotherof  nada Beach would have been ]
5. “Build a large hotel sharpers and speculators landscaping, and a steam Emperor Maximilian's palace her first-boln, and they want more grammatically correct
with detached cottages for  with nothing in view but ferry 10 cross the bay. on the Adriatic. aname foritthatlikethe his-  in gender™ — la Playa Coro- }
families. speculation.” In 1886, the island- Babcock and Story toric shot will be heard round nada — “but the owners |
6. “Erect, as in Ontario ). On November 19, peninsula had a hundred  didn't like the name but  the world.” favored the ‘0" ending. The i
[Calif ], a fewmastsbearing 1885, Elisha S, Babcock,Jr.,  plans and projects, butstill  chose it anyway. The pub Dayslater, Babeock and  choice caused many to think i
the electric light, and this ~ and Hampton L. Story  noname BabcockandStory  lichated the selection. Alet-  Story “retracted Miramar  that the name was in honor - b
done, it would not be too bought the entirepeninsula  offered $50towhaever could  ter to the San Diego Union, more  ofthe explorer Coronado, in s
much to say that we should for $100,000, paying $60,000 give the resort the most January 26, 1886, was typ on‘Coronado’ or ‘Coponado spite of the crown stamped i
have the fincst watcring place i cash and mortgagingthe  appealing one, Among the  ical: “Messrs. Peninsula  Beach.' " Theytookthename  onall business stationery."= s
TN CONTUNCTION WITH ELEGANT TOUCH BRIDAL SHOW DEPRESSED? ;
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BIRD TALK

en she walks along
Pacific Beach in the
warm evenings of sum-
mer, Renee Lowe turns.
heads. The 38-year-old
has long brown hair
and the good looks that once made hera teen
model, but it is neither her face nor her slim
figure in shorts that causes thestir and draws
the crowd; it is her Pumpkin Cheeks — a
three-year-old cockatiel. Perched on her shoul-
der, he preens and warbles and clearly enjoys

the attention.

“Heis not camera shy atall,” she tells peo-
ple as they angle their cameras. “He loves hay
ing his pict »

Rence has the pitch perfect California
voice: light and breesy, with just a trace of

ative Cal

ifornians, the gift of Dustbow] Midwestern

flatness, which is the birthright of

ers whose spare inflection, like the mean
brown dirt that swept them here; it held noth

ing grand enough to voice the massive vision

of blue ocean and oranges that grew as big as
afist, or to describe the rich, loamy soil that
begged planting, When Renee takes calls for

the law firm she works for, her voice assures
callers they will be taken care of.

But for the moment no one is listening,
10 her; they're gazing at the bird nipping at
het lower lip.

Pumpkin Cheeks’s

. The cake was ordered, the minister scheduled, and reservations made at Saint Mark’s
. ide’ a be picked g

Lutheran Church. The pak

pi up.

as
in place. Then, two weeks before the ceremony, Rence and her parents canceled the wedding,

Later, Renee and John, her fiancé, eloped. The date, September 21, 1975, was three weeks
afiter the scheduled wedding date. And exactly 20 years later, perhaps because of the anniver-
sary date, Renee found herself talking about how her life turned out. She was not, however,

willing to tell me John's full name.
“Let’sjust call himn "John-who-is-no-more, ™
she said
He was in the Navy. They met during her
last year at Glen A, Wilson High School. He told
Renee how his parcnts were divorced when he
was two, how whencver his father came over to
spend time with them, to take them out, his
maother locked all the kids in the back room and
refused to let her ex-husband see them.
“He told me how his father would be out-
sideall day, crying and beg-

fans know to find himon HE NOT ONLY WHISTLES,  ging to see his kids.”

his own website, where he

isshown posingonahot  BUT MEOWS AND

pink toy Corvette. With

his white bodyand yellow BARKS. HE LOVES

head, blue-gray eyes, and

bright orange cheeks (from M ASHED POTATOES,

which he gets his na

)

he's aknockout. And like  RICE, AND PASTA.

all those with an adoring
public, his is no longer his own.

Ifit’s too chilly, and my boyfriend and
1 have left him at hon
us together come up and ask if he's okay, if
everything s all right

Renee Lowe lives alone with her bird

peaple who've seen

Invitations had gone out and the RSVPs were
coming in. There was a final fitting for the
wedding dress, which had not been hemmed

John grew up hating not
just his mother who, sug-
gested Rence, was a domi-
nating, controlling woman;
he held a rage against all
women. (Renee’s parents had
a sense of the young sailor's
disturbed feelings. This

why they convinced her to cancel the wedding,)

Renee Lowe with Pumpkin Cheeks

“But he talked 10 me and said we should elope. I was 18 and everything was legal.”

He hit her that first night. She did not want to talk about it.
“We were in bed together and I said something. I'd rather leave it there.

“Didn’t you have a c
“Not one. Not one clue, [t just happened.”

In 20 years, the climate surrounding spousal abuse has changed radically. In the late 1970s,
Renee had nowhere to turn — no halfway houses or shelters for battered women. She called

the police, who did nothing, she says.

“He kept mea prisoner. I couldn't go anywhere. | couldn’t wear shorts. If I went out with
my friends or saw my family, he'd interrogate me. If he caught me speaking with a man, I knew

Q) rtunit
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his cage, with its view of the

week,” she said. “It was the

T was in trouble.” and get me."" Jeff suggested that she  amix of millet and sunflower sidewalk pedestrians mov-  most difficult week of my o "
She lived in constant That next morming she try running her fingerdown  seed to keep his energy up. ing back and forth. He gets  life.”
dread. Anything, she quickly  was on a plane to Idaho, his feathers. She did; therest  He loves mashed potatoes, aftemoon sunlightand, with Kerstin,a curvy 30-year- o0
learned, might set him off. ~ where she stayed for six was, as they say, history. rice, and pasta. His wings are the mirror in his cage, is  old with shoulder-length
He'd beat her and then carry months. Later, Renee Today the pair nuzzle clipped every week or o to always ready to sing to his blonde hair and beautiful 'M m m “ M m
her, unconscious, into the ~ to Arizona, where she happily together. Pumpkin  make sure he doesn't fly away. reflection. By evening, says  deep-bluceyes, had been sce-
bedroom where he'd  remained for three years. Checks likes to nibble Renec’s Renee's apartment, filled Renee, heiseager toseeher  ingJerry (nothis real name) - lans:
S lips.and rub hishead along  with her parents’ heavy osk again. for two years. He was a long- Why We're Better: Rate Plans: :
“Afterwards he'd cry  As 4 child, Rence dreamed her chin. But it is not just  fumiture,is dark beige, except Renee was ringing up e windeufer; in the cours $30.9% < Do Amytime Worans. ]
andtellmehewassorryand  of working with wild ani Renee. Pumpkin Cheeks  for Pumpkin Cheeks's large, sales at Gemco, in Tucson,  of their relationship, Kerstin No.activationife :::i = ;,’,8““’ "',,_"' ot 1
beg me to forgive him. He mals, tigers and lions. She appraaches everyone. “We'll square cage, which is cov- Afizona, when she looked took lessons and came to love " with FREE USA long distance ;
always promised he wouldn't grew up with two older broth- beatthebay,and[llsethim  ered with asky-blueblanket upandsawherhusband. He  the sport. Jerry was 18 years Straight ard pr $49.95 - 600 Anyti C
do it again. ers in a Los Angeles com- down, and he'll run 30 feet close to the shade of Renee’s had tracked her down and her senior. 9 g with FREE USA long distance 1
Renee wore sunglasses  munity called Hacienda ;unt;:vurlzuﬁ:h-:m‘:‘:l” :evu—w;;n ::d:smaids’ yosa stnawling i foaeof hex TSSO - Off-peak rates one hour ;74,9;.;’13005:7.!“:.. Minutes i
tohide herblack eyes.andshe  Heights. They had dogs and nec a rve built resses. The blanket insu- ather.Fright-  someone somuch okder i e = with FREE USA long disionce >
sy iy Gom BarEeniily.  Caln, 540t roo birds. G Bk thebirdalittle tent, whichhe  lates the bird at night and c‘n”:d":h’:‘““’“mlkm:‘g‘h wryaelf, but 1 had several soon ry weeknight $99.95 - 1500 Anytime Minutes g
and friends whenherbruises  day in 1997, she and her stays in when they gotothe  blocks light from intruding answer his questions. Did  dreams in which an older PO oLl s Do 1
showed. Beaten when she  boyfriend, Jeff Nixon, an elec- beach, in the moming, shevanttogetbeckogeetier:  man igured, so when-we No penalty for changir N e USAMIooﬂy"d::m e i
was pregnant, she suffered  tromics technician from “When he's in his tent, “As soon asbe sces light, wilh Bir? Nojhe md Did  ‘octunlhy et Tguesbyons okl plans - up or down! - ,mm i s :
two miscarriages and today  Motarola, were strolling Kerstn herwith Jake e start gand whistling e starts in shethinktheyhadachance  say ] was ready for him.” o Hilldyal e CONA diaine $
docs not think she canhave  through the Adams Avenue like crazy. He'll do this wolf’ Renee slips the cover off of making their marriage For a whilé; the rela aual-moae digital ¥ .r%.r) to any .h- only $1 -rdl-

children. This went on for a
year and a half

1 knew he was going to
kill me.”

Then her mother called
according 1o Renee,
deduced what had been hap
pening, “She told me she'd
never say they'd told me so
Ltold her, Well, then, come

and

Street Fair. When Nixon saw
a bird store and suggested
they step inside, Renec was
grateful ju ecause she fig
ured it would be cooler inside

Nixon grew up with
Amazon parrots, Tulkans,
black minah birels, and cock
atwos. As they entered the
shop, he loved the racket and

the beat of wings from the
cages. Renee did not know
at 10 make of the musty
air ravaged with twittering,
squawks, and ear-piercing
screeches. A brightly colored
Lutino cockatiel with orange
checks flew from his perch to

the ¢ door as they

approached. Later she said

it was as if he were expecting
them. Jeff bought her the
cockatiel as a gift, and they
100k it back to his apartment.
Renee let the bird perch on
her finger. Then she watched
and watched. .

Is this all [ do?" she
asked. “My finger's getting
tired.”

[ RELEASE YOUR TRUE ABILITIES!

whistle, which is very loud
and strong, and ifa woman
happens to be walking by.
she'll look at Jeff and smile,
thinking he was the one wha
whistled. If it's a man,” she
said, “he doesn't get a smile.”

Pumpkin Cheeks not
only whistles, but he meows
 barks. Renee feeds him

the cage at 6:45 each morn-
ing and unlatches the door.
Pumpkin Cheeks then hops
out and follows her into the
bathroom, where he drops
and lifts his head in time with
her brushing her teeth. By
8:00, when she is about to
leave for work, Pumpkin
Cheeks has been returned 1o

work? No, she said. All right,
was his response, then he was
getting a divorce.

“My shift was over, and
1 was ready to leave, but [
told him I'd just come to
work because I didn’t want
him waiting for me when |
left the building”

John didn't. He returned
to California and divorced
Renec. She later left Anizona

tionship felt magical. But
over the two years that they
saw each other, every Thanks-
giving, Christmas, or New
Year's,Jerry was never around.
“He'd say he was going
down to Baja, and then he'd
disappear for amonth.”
Abandoned and rejected,
Kerstin agreed 10 take a
month-longtrip to Baja. She
arranged to have her prac-
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amajor mistake and says she
will never again let a man
have that kind of control aver
her. As for relationships, she
is not sure. Besides, she says,
she has Pumpkin Cheeks,
and right now he’s plenty.

best of times and the worst
oftimes,” Baja was beautiful,
she explained: all turquoise
and gold. It was impossible
not to fall in love with the
place. “Jerry and I forged a
deep connection there,” she
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butithad
not stuck for him. He was
not very supportive of my
conversion.”

“They saw each other after
returning to San Diego, but
the accumulated circum-
stances of their Baja excur-
sion prompted Kerstin, in
late December, tobreak up.

“But then it was almost
New Year's Eve,” she said,
“and | thought about facing
it all alone, and I thought,
‘Oh no!" ™

December 28, 1997. She
remembers the date she
jumped into her little white
Miata and drove down to the
Humane Society on Sher-
man Street and got her first
look at Jake.

“There were four or five
people who wanted him, but
I saw him first.” Jake, now
more than two, is a hand
some dog with a sleck body
and a shiny black coat. He

has a spotted chest and paws

and amber-colored eyes.
When | saw himat Kerstin's
apartment, | sensed about
him a charge, the kind that
electrifies the air with a thor
oughbred horse just before
arace. Jake was wired to catch
attention and hold it. Like
Renee's Pumpkin Cheeks,
the dog draws a crowd.
:verywhere we go, peo-
ple stop and admire him. 1f
heis on a leash o thecar,
couples walk by and say,
‘Look! What a beautiful dog"
They stare and make funny
sounds, sometimes they talk
1o Jake before moving on,
but always the back to
get a last look.” She admits
n't understand his
taybe,” she laughed,
referring to his markings,
it’s because he looks like a
Chippendale dancer with a
permanent tuxedo vest.”

And Jake is not just good
looking, He's smart (placing
near the top of his graduat
ing class at obedience train
ing class) and eager to please.
Kerstin says he loves people
more than any dog she'd ever
seen, and yet he's still a fine
watchdog.

“And he's affectionate
and cuddly.”

Kerstin's December
breakup did not stick. Jerry
and she continued to see each
other, though they weren't
getting along, Kerstin agreed
10 spend Valentine’s Day with
him. She told herself this
would be a final test.

“We were on our way
10 his place in Tijuana when
he turned in to the Vonson
Midway Drive, When he
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came out, he had my Valen-
tine’s Day card. T asked myself
then, was this all I meant to
him?”

Athis home in Tijuana,
she saw ugly aspects of his
personality that she'd earlier
tried 1o ignore. He was soneg-
ative, she recalled, and mean.
She told him it was over.
Kerstin stares out the picture
window that dominates the
living room of her South Mis-
sion Beach apartment. Against
abackdrop of sunny sky and
blue water, private yachts
and powerful speedboats
trolled past from the dock-
ing harbor on their way 10
the open sea. On the hard-
wood floor, Jake’s long legs
tucked under him, the dog
kept his eyes glued to his mis-
tress. She turned away from
the window, saw him, and
smiled.

Lookingat Jake, she was
reminded of a remark made
by one of the pastors at her
church, Clairemont's Hori
2on Christian Fellowship. “If
humans tried on a daily basis
to be faithful to each other,
happy and forgiving, kind
and encouraging, to be com
pletely loving, we still wouldn't
be halfas good as our dogs.”

“You know, 1 love Jake,
and my cats too,” she said,
referring to Tiega and Rhaja,
the cats askecp in opposing cor-
ners ofher living room. “But
I'm born again, and even if
they should pass out of my
life, [ won't ever feel alone
again.”

Kerstin is not w
foraman. When Godis mdy
she says, the right one will
come into her life, one that
will bea spiritual companion.
She is not impatient.

“God's time is not our
time.”

She has turned back to
the window.

It's two years since her
breakup, and Jerry — wha's
never strayed from her
thoughts — has slipped back
into her life. He'd asked if
she thought it was possible to
turn back time, to start over
again. So far, she’s given him
no answer.

As Kerstin gazes at the
scene on the other side of the
glass, her eyes turn as blue
as the water they watch. From
his place on the hardwaod
floor, Jake, his ¢yes amber
gold, watches her back.

— Jangchup Phelgyal
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(story continued from page 1)

ON THE WATER

he place was empty. In fact, no one had
ever lived there. The roughly 70- by 30-foot
Floating Castle was a party boat. Still, the
idea of this castle ruling its watery domain
stayed with me — its mixture of nobility
nsion and failure, its

and seediness, p
very eccentricity came to typify what | found
echnically

in this particular anchorage,
known as the A-8 but called by one of its
oldest residents the Devil's Triangle

I first approached the A-8 with my
friend James Spring on his 40-foot trawler-
style motor yacht, the Tequila Sunrise, on a gray afternoon at the very end of April. Spring works for a small advertising
company, is a fiction writer, and also does charters. He has lived on his boat for two and a half years in a marina on Har
bor Island and was curious about peaple who lived on the hook; s, live-aboards who forgo the marinas, forgo moor
ing balls, and get by on anchors alone. Spring was born in San Diego, is blond, in his 305, and has a great affability.

The A-8 — the last remaining long-term, free anchorage in San Diego Bay — is situated in South Bay more or less
between the Coronado Cays and the Sweetwater River coming out of Chula Vista. Drawing near the A-B, it at first looked
like a floating junkyard. There were several derelict cargo boats and barges and three hulking tugs drawn up side by side.

Then I began noticing the sailboats, catamarans, and motor yachts, most of them small, and then the barges and house
boats. Many of the vessels were heaped with stuff, barrels, tarps, pieces of plastic, water buckets, nets, bits and pieces of other
boats and usually, on top, a bicycle, One 45-foot sailboat lookedas if it had been through a fire. Several catamarans had bro-
ken pontoons like snapped-off teeth. One barge with a house on it had a pile of storm windows and doors, unidentifiable
rusted machinery, all the chunks and assortments and oddities that could be categorized under the subject heading: Things
that might turn out to be useful someday. No gelcoat salesman had been through the A-8 for a long time. If the A-8 were a
college and had a school color, that color would be rust. But there were exceptions — two sailboats, each about 65 feet, that
people were working on, gorgeous boats that their owners bought for a song. And a few motor yachts were in pretty good
shape, a few smaller sailboats. But looking over the 60 of so vessels in the A-8, my sense was that desolation and decay were
the winners here. And all the vessels were scattered — there weren't the neat rows as when boats are tied up to meoring
balls. You know how it is when someone takes a handful of pebbles, coins, and buttons and gives them a little toss? It was
like that.

Among the tugs and abandoned commercial vessels, the sailboats, motorboats, barges, and houseboats, were also the
party boats. The three smaller ones were called the Party Kings. One consisted of two dismasted sailboats with beams set
between them and a rusty house trailer from about the 19605 set upon the beams. The other two were the same idea but
used open Navy personnel carriers with big plywood cabins built on top and house trailers between them. Again there was
alot of rust, though I was told these were new acquisitions. Next to the name — Party King — was a phone number. I called
and a mechanical voice informed me the number was not in service.

Finally, there was one last party boat, larger and just as distinctive as the Floating Castle. This was Neptune's Palace —
the longtime home of Jim Morgan, whom some people call “the Daddy of A-8.” Morgan’s nephew owned the party boats,
and his son opened Les Girls, the strip club near the Sports Arena, back in the late '60s. Jim Morgan had also been con-
nected with Les Girls and the party boats, as well as with dozens of other enterprises in San Dicgo. He also ran for mayor in

Bay view of downtown San Dicgo

“These people
who live on

boats, it's the
same thing —
an expatriate

community.” .

1959. But now personal
tragedy and financial set-
backs had led him toa more
orless quiet life on Neptune's
Palace where, at 72, he is
preparing to write his mem-
oirs. On the roof of Les Girls
is a great chipped and rusty
billboard ising the Floar-

ing Castle—"Fabulous Par-
ties, Banquets, Dances, Wed-
dings.” The phone number
is the same as the one painted
on the Party Kings.

Neptune's Palacelooked
like scaside restaurant with
alittle penthouse — the aerie
where Morgan had his bed-
room. The front half of the
Palace was all windows. In
the back was the kitchen and
storerooms. Upstairs wasan
office and other rooms. Down
the center of the restaurant
ran a raised gangway with a
golden rug and stools set
around it where strippers
could strut the stuff they had
tosstrut. There were colored
spotlights and balls with mir-
rors on the ceiling.

“We've had dancers
from Les Girls out here, sure;”
Morgan told me one day.
“They've had wonderful par-
ties. [n fact,  don'tever know
of a party that just really
wasn't a wonderful party.”

And a young fellow
named Tom told me that he
had once attended a Hal-
loween party-on the Castie
with about 200 people. Tasked
him to describe it. “Wild,”
he said. 1 asked him to be
‘more precise and he thought
about it. “Absolutely wild,”
he said.

For the past several years,
however, there had been
hardly any parties, which was
whythe phone had been dis-
connected. But Ill get back
to that.

Asfor the people of A-8,
about 30 lived out there —
more on the weekends. Most
lived on their own boats,
some on berrowed boats,
others were squatters. None
were rich, most were dirt
poor without the dirt.

“Where else can you live
in San Diego for $5 a year?”
asked a man named Barry

“Living here is ke camp-
ing in the middle of a wet
desert,” said a woman named
Terry Aman.

“This place is a haven
for people with all sorts of
social problems,” said a man
namexd Freddie. “] mean, they
have an inability to handle
society in the way it's set up

and they get nothing but

trauma from the people whose:
job it is to help. There's quite
a few decorated vets out here,
afew drug addicts and alco-
holics, but there're no deal-
ers, no scam, no drug! .
And with no transportation
back and forth, it's like a
prison cell but it's more beau-
tiful than a prison cell. And
1 should know because I've
spent half my damn life in

“I'had adriver's license
and 1 had motor homes,”
sard a man named Mike, “but
they were taking them away

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,

[ And May Complicate P

faster than | could get them.
So I decided to get a boat
‘We're the last of our breed,
we're the water hippies. We've
got heroin addicts, crystal

3 Lioss
regular people, nice people.
You gotall types here, we're
all survivors.”

Freddieand Mike were
the first two men 1 met in
the A-8 on the day | went
outwith James Spring in the
Tequila Sunrise. James had
motored through the A-8
several times so we could
look around, but he was ner-

vous because there were sto-
ries of sunken boats and he
was afraid of catching his hull
on something nasty so after
ten minutes he dropped
anchor. The plan was to visit
a few of the boats by kayak,
and James dumped two sea
kayaks off the stern. | had
mever been on one of these—
imore like an oversized surf-
board with a dent in the mid-
dle than the comfortable
body-condom kayaks | had
used in rivers back East, but
the bay was fairly calm, and
after a few rolls and swerves

Freddie, Gary, and Sandy.
The last was a Labrador mutt
that Mike had gotten from the
pound in Coronado. “He's the
only one I care about now,”
Mike told me. Every time
someone caught a fish, the dog
went crazy with pleasure.

Freddie sat down across
from me. A tall, thin man
with a beard, long red hair,
bleary eyes, a sweet expres-
sion, and raggedy clothes, he
looked about 50. He told me
his name was Frederick Sher-
man [11. He'd been living on
a 22-foot motorboat, the
Desert Diver, for the past two
years, working for Jim Mor-
gan asa caretaker and diesel
mechanic of the three Party
Kings. He would get some
more money from S8l at the
first of the month, and he
could hardly wait. “The man
who came out here with a
case of beer would be king."
he said.

Mike chimed in from
the other side of the boat,
“You come out here with a

180002 Wiy ooy iy e
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less in San Diego for 16 years.
“I came out here with
healing in my heart, to fix
myself,” said Freddie. “Those
humans on land are nuts.
But out in the A-8 you sur-
vive on true grit. Most of the
people living in these boats
get checks on the first of the
‘month — either you're phys-
ical or mental. For me, what
Tlike best is there're no bushes
surrounding my camp.
Nobody can sneak up on me.
And officer after officer, badge
after badge doesn’t come up.
shifi afier shift, saying, Hey,
you gotany drugs, any booze,
any guns, any bombs? I'm
safe here, I'm not bothered.
But 1 like the fishing, and the
bay peopleare a lotlike moun-
tain people, which is where
I come from. Here people
look out for each other.
“I've a passion for fish-
ing, and [ even have my fish
ing license. 1t's my permis-
sion to be out here. 'm always
up-to-date on that. And |
love eating fish, but 1 have

* k% MULTIPLE Av
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trade them for other stuff. I
love fish, but I take my time
onit”

Freddie had several fish-
ing poles over the stern of
the boat, and he went off to
check his lines. The dog Sandy
started barking, eager for the
fast life that a fish flopping on
deck could provide,

Mike came over to tell
me about his boat, which

he'd had for ten years. He
was a youthful 52, thin, clear-
eyed, with a beard and long
brown hair with a little gray
at the temples, He was in
Vietnam in 1967-'68. He
talked about taking the Free
Spirit down to Brazil and
back, going through the
Panama Canal. “Man, it flies.

It's all teak.”

Now he was trying to
fix it up again — a pontoon
was busted and the hull
needed work, the sails were
iffy. The deck was crowded
with odds and ends, water
buckets, a charcoal grill, tarps,
abicycle

Mike had been out here

social
phobia

At Synergy Research Centers we participate
in investigational research studies for this
and many other conditions.

Call (619) 426-7272
for more information.

‘scveral years. He talked about
storms and of El Nifio in
1997, when a number ofboats
went down. “Man, the
dinghies were just flying
through the air.” He, toa,
had been homeless. He told
me that he suffered from
post-traumatic stress disor-
der from Vietnam and that
up intothe 1980s he had a wife
and family, a nice house and
good job. Perhaps I looked
doubtful because he went
down into the cabin and
returned with a beat-up enve-
lope with clippings of real
estate columns that he had
once written for the San Diego
Union. There was his name.

Up until this point Mike
had been a little jokey, good-
natured. Now it changed.
“Then something happened
and now I'm out here. Look,
Thad a wife, kids, jobs. [ don't
know what it was, Maybe it
wasall the drugs and alcohol.
My dad died. Theysay it was
Vietnam, I've been to the

Veterans’ Hospital, but I still
haven’t gotten any money.
I'm still trying. I've eaten out
of Dumpsters. What choice
have I had? And there's a
bakery over on C Street that
throws out day-old bread. 1
get that. And a butcher shop
in Chula Vista gets rid of its
old meat. And we fish." He
shrugged and gave a grin.

Mike had been given the
job, he said, of cleaning up
a small and derelict Chevron
tanker anchored nearby. By
small I mean it was about
150 feet long. Mike looked at
it doubtfully. It was such a
mess it would have been as
easy to pick it up as clean it
up.

For supplies the resi-
dents of the A-8 mostly rowed
their dinghies into the Sweet-
water River and docked at
‘Pepper Park. The trouble was
the park’s isolation: no buses,
no stores, no houses, no build-
ings for miles. The closest
transportation was the trol-
ley — two miles away. This
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was the reason for all the
bicycles. Another problem
with the park was the lack of
security.

“People steal stuff off
your dinghy, the oars and
oarlocks, or they smash it
up.” Mike told me.

This was a complaint [
heard again and again, that
the park was a gang area, that
the gangs smashed the
dinghies and stole what was
to bestolen. Those who had
motors on their dinghies
could go into Crown Cove on
the strand, where they could
catcha bus, or even motor into
Glorietta Bay. But most didn't
have motors, and so Pepper

Park was their only alternative.
Iasked about other dif
ficulties about living in A-8

“We've only got one
whorehouse,” said Mike,
laughing, “and the whores
have anly one woth between
them.” Then he added, only
slightly more seriously,
“There're not many women
out here, that's the bummer.”

“Ome of the hard things,”
said Freddie, “is the Harbor
Police and the tugs will go
tearing by here at any time

of nightand send all the boats
tossing, There's supposedto
bea five-knot limit, but they
don’t pay any attention to it
I've been thrown right out
of my bunk. I bet they do it
just to harass us.”

I asked Mike about
drugs. He said, “My com-
ment s that there're no push-
ers out here. Beyond that, 1
don’t want to comment. |
just don’t want to comment
on that™

Buta little later when [
asked Freddic if there were

" drugs, he said, “Oh, they're

available. They're available,
all right.”

Mike asked him what
he was talking about and
Ereddie told him. Mike
laughed. “That's right They're
available, all right.”

Both men were eager to
talk about the beauty of the
place, the peace and serenity,
the lights of San Diego at
night. "T've seen sea tortoises,”
said Freddic, “actual sea tor
toises. Llove secing them

The specifics of what
they found beautiful were
difficult to articulate. They
even thought the question

rather foolish. Mike waved his and Mike had mentioned
hand, takingin the bay. Al Jim Morgan as the person
this,” he said. “Look at it.” who lived on the Palaceand
The third man, Gary.  had the parties, Gary said
had been sittingon theother  more about him
side of the mast talking to 1was coming back one
James Spring. Gary was in night from Pepper Park in
his 50s, chunky and dark my dinghy with supplies. It
haired with about halfa dozen can get real choppy because
teeth. He had recently sold his of how the wind blows across
boatand movedbacktoland  the strand, and that night it
because he had a herniated had started to blow hard.
disk and needed physical  Anyway, my boat got
therapy. Although Freddic swamped. I was wearing a

bright yellow slicker and I
tried to swim, but I was being
dragged down and I started
going under and | wasshout-
ing. Jim Morgan came out
of his acrie, and he saw my
yellow slicker and threw me
a rope. 1 would have died
except for him.”

He talked some more
about this, his gratitude and
what he owed Morgan, then
he switched to what he didn't
like about the A-8. “The Har-

bor Police come out and
harass us about all kinds of
stuffbecause they see us liv-
ing out here for free. They
don't like it because they’re
living in a little house they'll
never own and they got a car
and all these bills and all this
stuffand they look at us and,
well, it doesn’t sit right with
them.’

This was another sort
of remark [ often heard — that
by living on the hook these
people had given up being
solid citizens and that peo-
ple on shore responded to
them with a mixture of envy
and distrust, as if somehow
people living on boats weren't
playing by the rules and so
they had lost the rights that
went with respectability and
a so-called normal life

But this response wasn’t
limited to the people of the
A-B. James Spring told me
that live-aboards docked in
s ran into the same
suspicion and that a few mari-
nas didn't want them, while
the marinas that allowed live-
aboards made them pay an
extra $125 for their slips. The
general attitude seemed to

mar
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be that live-aboards lacked
stable lives — no house mort-
gage or property or the usual
bills—and asa consequence

matter how much money
they had.

“I lived in Mexico for
four and a half years in an
expatriate community,” said
James. “These people who
live on boats, it’s the same
thing — an expatriate com-
munity. Actually, you'd think
the marinas would want
them — they provide extra
security. And you always
know where they are at night
because they’re blowing blue
screens.” James noticed my
confused expression. “You
know, TV.”

1 had also talked to
another live-aboard couple
in a Harbor Island marina,
Don and Carla Redocker,
who had seld their 4400-
square-foot house in Belle-
vue, Washington, in 1994 to
buy a 46-foot Nordhavn —
avery Rolls-Royee of a power-
boat, the Perseverance, half
amillion dollars of teak, black
leather, hi-tech electronics, and
engines so shiny you could
use them as oversized din-
ner plates to serve steak tartare
The boat came with
washer/dryer, heating, air
conditioning, satellite TV, a
stateroom with a queen-sized
bed, a smaller room with
bunk beds, and two heads, one
with a tub. Thebridge looked
like the boardroom at
Microsoft. There was evena
version of ¢-mail called sail-
mail. A trip to Europe would
be child's play for the Perse-
verance, and a similar Nord-
havn had just finished a cir-
cumnavigation of the workd.
They had brought their boat
down 1o San Diego in 1997
and had made a number of
other trips, including two
four-month trips to Mexico.
Don Rodocker was a high-
priced engineer
amongother things, under-
water devices. His current
pet wasa remote-controlled
vehicle, 15 by 7 inches, with
cameras, audio, and power,
that could inspect the bot-
toms of dams and look at
sunken wrecks. He had a vari-
ety of such toys. All thisisto
say that they were not your
usual outcasts.

Deon was in his 50s —

like you to have real property,
own a house. We're gypsies,
transients. No matter how

uch ‘stantial Suill, shower. ..’ Oh, right!™

riffraff. They don't know how icious. She 5 imag-
to categorize you. Even the  wasinher40sandveryprenty,  ine themselves living on a
marina’s live-aboard fee is longbrown hair and a good boat,” said Don. “"Some
there lude people.” figure. “People say,‘Oh,you  admire ouradventurous spirit,

‘Carla had a story about live on a boat, that's totally but they’re not about to sell
the difficulty of getting charge great, but it’s not for me — their house anytime soon.”
cards because they livedon  but say, ifyou want to come “People come and visit
aboat, even thoughtheyhad ~ over and spend a few days us,” said Carla, "and a lot of

a bank account and a sub-

Apparently, other banks
have a fairly loose definition
of the word “free!”

teller fees, fees to recurn your cancelled checks or annoying things like direct deposit

in our guest room and use the

req

free” or “frec with certain restrictions.”
requirements and no hoops o jmp through. The w;
i« now a relavive erm. {Let us make a fan out of you.}

But, just in case the people at your current bank don't know thar, you might want

to give them a dictionary as you're pulling your account. Call ic a parting gift.

To open your Free Checking account, stop by your nearest Washington Mutual Financial Center or call 1-800-788-7000.

Iy, at Wash

them don't even want us to

to open your wallet, too. Because thel

Murual, our Free Checking isn't “essentially

It's torally free. with no hidden fees, no balance

Washi
Mutoel

¢ we figure it, the word “free”

S i

don’t even want to go out
on the bay. Ofien it's a sex
thing. Women don'ttend to
like boats as much as men.
They're more particular.
Women who've been trav-
eling on boats usually get
together in port and they
have scare stories like they

ders are always guys. The
wives often fly down and
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meet the guy when he reaches.
his destination. On the other
hand, I liKe the simplifying
concept. It keeps you honest
with the junk you collect
And if you don't like your
neighbors, you can just get up
and leave. And you can go
see stuff.”

Back in the A-8, 1
thought that Mike's cata
miaran was as different from
the Rodockers' Nordhavn as
amonth-old slice of bologna
was from fillet mignon. Rich
or poor they were all treated
as gypsies. shiftless no-
accounts. | asked Mike who
else | should talk to

He pointed across to a

We're just crazy ones over
here.”

SoJames and | got back
in the kayaks. The trouble
was that a wind had sprung
up. There were white caps
and a substantial chop. Mike
and Freddie had talked about
that wind — at one moment
the bay could be smooth,
then everything would change.
That was one way how the
dinghics got swamped going
back and forth 10 Pepper
Park.

Ipushed off in the kayak,
bouncing and relling with
water splashing over my legs.
I felt like a picce of cheese

perched on a saltine cracker,

made permanent indenta-
tions in the aluminum bar
of the paddle.

Larry and Joyce Graf*

had. in fact, three boats. The
biggest was the Paradise, a
110-foor, ¢: avy WWIIsub
chaser. | would be hard
pressed to say if the Paradise,
originally white, was now
predominantly white or rust
The convertible sat on top -

a rusty foreign model that
wouldn’t run againtillitgot
to convertible heaven. A sort
of waoden shed or gar:
was an the prow, along with
other odds and ends — plas
tic barrels and suchlike. Thewr

middle-sized boat, the Cream

ward cabin that towered over
the deck. The third was a
17-foot covered motorboat
they used to go back and
forth to Chula Vista, where
they had a 24-foot slip in a
the smallest slip

Larry was 75. He and
his wife had bought the
adisein 1967 in Puget Sound,
where they had owned atraler
park, and cruised down to
San Diego that same vear
docking at Harbor Boatyard
Larry had worked there
machinist, and when the
boatyard closed, he and Joyce
took the Paradise to Emery
Cove and lived on the hook

brought the Paradise to the
A-8. At the moment it needed
work and was relatively
immobile — Jim Morgan
had offered them $500 for

they said no mooring ball
wauld hold it. Larry added

had a mobile home decor

erning philosophy seemed
10 be to hang on to objecs
because someday they migh
be useful. Despite the white.
caps, the Paradise was as
steady as Balboa Park,

The cabin of the Cream
Puff was similarly crowded
with tools, magazines, stacks
of papers, suitcases, dishes,
sheets of plastic. A couch
covered with a bedspread

was pushed up against the
wall across from the sink,
frigerator, stove, and TV,
A table saw was back by the
door, and the brown rugwas
flecked with sawdust. Despite
the jumble, it wasn't quite
messy. The magazines and

had gone back to the Tequila
Sunrise because his anchor
seemed to be slipping. Larry
was tall and wore glasses and
had mild blue eyes— a pleas-
ant doggy face with freckles
or sunspots. He had on a blue
watch cap and blue flannel
shirt. Joyce had graying red
hair and was heavyset. She
was troubled by arthritis and
remained on the couch the
whole time.

“We've lived on shore,”
Larry told me. “In fact, [ used
tobuild heuses, but I've always
preferred living on the water,
We have all the amenities
thata person would have on
shore. The solar panels run

writea real story, the story of
his struggle with the Port
Authority, and not some piece
of fluffon the A-8. He started
to get up to bring me one of
the boxes. | stopped him and
explained that my life just
wasn't long enough. He sat
back down and a little wrin-
Kle of scorn lifted the corner

Graf said it belonged to the
federal government. He told
me he had spent hundreds of
hours researching this in a
number of different libraries
and had several boxes of
papers. He began quoting
several Supreme Court deci-

they're going back and forth,
they've got to watch out for
the tugs. They goby too fast,

swamped

anti-anchoring ordinances.
He claimed that the Port
Authority didn't want any-
onc living on state-controlled
tidelands, which the state
said it owned, but, said Graf,
itdidn't. And this was at the
center of the issue. The Port
Authority said the land under

enemy was the Port Author-

ingitin court since 1987 on
the legality of its enacting,

there until 1 left.

“We spent $300,000 on
one lawyer, and we've had
five lawyers,” Graf explained.
*Another lawyer wanted a
million, and he punched the
clock when we came in the
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ofhis mouth in order to show
me what he thought of my
lack of seriousness. It stayed
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Where Mikeand Fred
die were survivors, the Grafs
were survivalists. Not only
did they battle the elements,
but they fought the system,
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would push us out of here if
they could,” Larry said.
Ihey'll do it sooner or later.
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hand, 1 like the simplifying
concept. It keeps you honest
with the junk you collect,
And if you don’t like your

you can just get up
and leave. And you can go
see stuff.”

Back in the A-8, 1
thought that Mike's cata-
maran was as different from
the Rodockers’ Nordhavn as
amonth-old slice of bologna
was from fillet mignon. Rich
or poor they were all treated
as gypsies, shiftless no-
accounts. | asked Mike who
else I should talk to.

He pointed across to a
huge, rusty vessel with a small
white convertible parked on

top. “Go talk to Larry and
Joyce. They're pretty sane.

We're just crazy ones over
here.”

So James and 1 got back
in the kayaks. The trouble
was that a wind had sprung
up. There were white caps
and a substantial chop. Mike
and Freddie had talked about

that wind — at one moment

made indenta-

tions in the aluminum bar
of the :

Larry and Joyce Graf
had, in fact, three boats. The
biggest was the Paradise, a
110-foot, ex-Navy WWII sub
chaser. T would be hard
pressed tosay if the Paradise,

the deck. The third was a
17-foot covered motorboat
they used to go back and
forth to Chula Vista, where
they had a 24-foot slip in a
marina (the smallest slip
available).

Larry was 75. He and

the bay could be smooth,  originally white, was now  hiswife had bought the Par-
h ch hite or rust adisein 1967 in Puget Sound,
That was one way how the  Th i ontop— eda trailer

dinghies got swamped going
back and forth to Pepper
Park.

1 pushed off in the kayak,
bouncing and rolling with
water splashing aver my legs.
1 felt like a piece of cheese
perched on a saltine cracker,
which the cat has begun to
lick. However, | made the
journey without incident,

though T expect my fingers

a rusty foreign model that
wouldn't run again till it got
to convertible heaven. A sort
of wooden shed or garage
was on the prow, along with
other oddsand ends — plas-
tic barrels and suchlike. Their
middle-sized boat, the Crean
Puff, was a 36-foot ex-gov-
ernment personnel carrier
that Larry was working on,
buildingalarge plywood for-

park, and cruised down to
San Diego that same year,
dockingat Harbor Boatyard.
Larry had worked there as a
machinist, and when the
boatyard closed, heand Joyce
took the Paradise to Emery
Cove and lived on the hook
for ten years. Then Emery
Cove was closed as a free
anchorage in 1993 (it's now
a bird sanctuary), and they

brought the Paradise to the
A-8. At the moment it needed
work and was relatively
immobile — Jim Morgan
had offered them $500 for
it. The Grafs never cruised
with the Paradise because
there was no place to tie up;
they said no mooring ball
would hold it. Larry added
that since they lived on little
more than social security,
they couldn’t afford to take
the Paradiseintoa marina. At
the moment they slept in it,
'while the forward cabins were
used for storage. The rear,
with a galley and living room,
had a mobile home decor
and was full of clutter —
clothes, boxes, piles of papers,
tools — as if nothing had
been thrown away since they
had bought it. Again the gov-

caps, the Paradise was as
steady as Balboa Park.

The cabin of the Crearmn
Puff was similarly crowded
with tools, magazines, stacks
of papers, suitcases, dishes,
sheets of plastic. A couch
covered with a bedspread
was pushed up against the
wall across from the sink,
refrigerator, stove, and TV,
A table saw was back by the
door, and the brown rug was
flecked with sawdust. Despite
the jumble, it wasn't quite
messy. The magazines and
papers were piled neatly;
nothing was lying on the
floor. The Grafs sat on the
couch; I was ina chair; James
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had the Teguila they i i di Graf said it belonged to the | th o to show
Sunrise because his anchor  they'vegottowatchoutfor  He claimed that the Port  federal government. Hetold his struggle with the Pon mmlb:wtnfmy
seemed to be slipping. Larry the tugs. They go by too fast, Authority didn’t want any- Authority, lack of seriousness. It stayed
ll and k d skiffs 8 controlled this in a A-8. He started there until I lefi.
had mildblue eyes —apleas-  in the prop wash.” tidelands, which the state nm.beufd.whhm to get up to bring me one of “We spent $300,000 0n
ant doggy face with freckles But Larry Graf’s main said it owned, but, said Graf, and had several boxes of the boxes. I stopped him and one lawyer, and we've had
orsunspots. Hehadonablue  enemywasthe Port Author-  itdidn’t. Andthiswasatthe  papers. He began quoting  explained that my life just . five lawyers,” Grafexplained.
watch cap and blue flannel ity, and he had been fight-  center of theissue. ThePort  several Supreme Courtdeci-  wasn’t long enough. He st “Another lawyer wanted a
sty sai &

shirt. Joyce had graying red
hair and was heavyset. She
was troubled by arthritis and
remained on the couch the
whole time.

“We've lived on shore,”
Larry told me. “In fact, [ used
to build heuses, but 've always
preferred living on the water.
We have all the amenities
that a person would have on
shore. The solar panels run
all the power tools, the TV,
Jayce's sewing machine, and
alot of other stuff. We have
a gas stove and gas refriger-
ator. We even have a Jacuzzi
hot tb in the bow.”

Where Mike and Fred-
die were survivors, the Grafs
were survivalists. Not only
did they battle the elements,
but they fought the system.

“The Port Authority
would push us out of here if
they could,” Larry said
“They'll do it sconer or later.
Accordingto the master plan,
they don’t want any anchor-
ages in the bay. Only moor-
ings. And they'll probably
get rid of those too. They
probably don't even want
any marinas. They only want
hotels. More development.”

“They forced all these
boats to come out here in
the first place because they
knew they wouldn’t last,”
added Joyce.

“The A-8 is the most
dangerous place to anchor
in the bay,” Larry continued.
“Because the Sweetwater River
empties out right over there,
the bottom is mushy with
eight feet of silt, and under
that there's hard clay. That
makes it hard to anchor
because the anchor drags,
and it wrecks the smaller
boats. And the wind condi-
tions are very bad. The wind
comes whipping across the
strand — there’s nothing to
stop it — and then the cur-
rent always puts you broad-
side to the wind. You'd be
surprised at the size of the
waves. We're always losing
boats in the winter storms.
Nobody in his right mind
would anchor here if there was.
anyplace else to go.”

“I call this area the Devil's
Triangle,” said Joyce, and she
went on 1o talk about the

ing it in court since 1987 on
the legality of its cnacting
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door. For a million he
promised to win the case for
us. This was when they were
trying to kick us out of Emery
Cove. We had an association
made up of the people over
there, and I was president of
the association. You see, the
Port Authority had no right
to kick us out of Emery Cove,
because it's not state land.
it’s federal land. If the fed-
eral government was in
charge, then anyone who
wanted a boat would have a
much better charice of afford-
ing it, because so much of
what goes to the marina and
all these other expenses ends
up going to the state in taxes.
There are all sorts of taxes. |
bet you could save up to 50
percent of what you spend on
a boat. Why, there’s even a

DMV tax on your dinghy.”

It seemed to me that the
state taxes would then be
replaced with federal taxes,
but 1 kept quiet. It was a sub-
ject I knew nothing about
and it could be a long dis-
cussion. But I sympathized
Larry Graftaking on the Port
Authority was like David tak-
ing on Goliath without a
slingshot. Whatever the com-
mon sense of his struggle, he
had fought valiantly for 13
years, and the Port Author-
ity could flick him away with
a hangnail.

I asked Graf what he
planned to do with the Cream
Puffwhen it was fixed up.

“We'd like to take it up
to Puget Sound asa first trip
Joyce's dream is to go back
up there, but we might end

We're
going to have to move into
a marina sooner or later
because of Joyce's arthritis.
A lot of marinas want live-
aboards because it means
more security [in this he
clearly disagreed with James
Spring), and they help out
in stormsand if there’sa fire.
They spread them around
evenly so they can keep an eye
out.”

Although his words were
positive, his tone was bleak,
but then Graf went on to talk
about Jim Morgan and how
much he helped everyone,
how wonderful he was, but
how the Port Authority
wouldn’t let him have par-
ties anymore, that it wouldn't
let him bring the partiers off
a public dock. As we talked,

a0 exp down the dock look
chugged by with two cou-  ing in your windows. You
plesin who have that stifle
peered in at us like looking you. The dodamaster is

at the monkeysin thezoo.|  pushing people around. They
realized this must happento  don’t permit animals. It's
the people of the A-8all the  awful No matter how stressed
time. Then Graf abruptly  outyouare, when you come

switched back to the subject
of marinas.

“No, we'll never do it
We don’t need any of the
services they offer in a marina.
We're completely self-suffi-
cient. We go into town twice
a week — once to shop and
then | work four hours on
another guy’s boat every Sun-
day. No, we don’t need any
‘marina They'reterrible places.

outon the water, you become
serene. You don't see any
boats out here with bars on
their windows and bars on
their doors like in Chula Vista

. and National City. It's a lot

safer on boats.”

Safer in the Devil's Tri-
angle, I thought.

“I don't know,” said
Larry, “Joyce's arthritis isn't
getting any better so it will

Living

the popuhnan explosion.”
Joyce spoke up. “In a

marina you have everyone

happen lly, but we.
still have a few good years
left.”

They sat side by side on

fight the Port Authority; it
was hard to stand up for the
little guy. But Larry Graf was
75 and the Paradise was over
50 — how many more win-
ters could they get through
in the A-8 even if the Port
Authority let them stay?
Late that afternoon 1
drove down 24th Street in
Chula Vista through a moon-
scape of commercial lots and
holding areas to Pepper
Park — about two acres of

Sweet, I thought, the water
probably wasn’t. A runners’
club was having a barbecue.
Several quartets of young
men were sitting in flashy
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cars puffing on peculiar-
el w3

boat with his dog. People are
giving him food; but they

in stores. A sidewalk ran «can’t just keep doing it. If
from the parking lot down Ppeople can’t live it, they just
to the dock where halfa  got to get off the water.
dozen dinghies were tied up. “Jirn Morgan's the daddy
A Hispanic-looking man  of

with long hair and a beard,  ple financially and with food.
carrying two car batteries  Not me, but he’s helped oth-
and followed by a yellow  ers. He's just that type of per-
dog, was making his way  son, always looking out for
toward oneof the dinghies.  you, ready to help.”

Then he returned to the
parking lot to a battered,
mustard-colored Ford Comet
for two more batteries. In
subsequent trips, he got oars,
a small motor, life jackets, a
cooler, several bags of food,
and two backpacks. By his
last trip [ was down on the
dock making friends with
the dog. “Going out to A-82"
T asked.

His name was Joe and he

was in his 50s, small, wiry, a
bright smile — a self-
m Chula

Vista working four days a
week. No way was he going
o leave anything in his dinghy,
he said. Everything got stolen.
“I spend all week in other
people’s yards, then 1 go to
my boat and forget every-
thing else. I got it cheap a
couple of months ago — a
65-foot sailboat, the Win-
terhaven. It was a wreck and
I've been fixing it up, scrub-
bing and cleaning. It'll take
a couple of years o get it sea-
worthy. [t's got teak all over.
But you get away from your
problems, all the drive-by
shootings, the crime, the
stress. [ bring my teenage son
out here just to show him
another kind of life. But it’s
not easy. The Harbor Police
get you for all sorts of little
things — no lights, no life
jackets. It's worse than the

Another man joined
us — tall, gray-haired, wear-
ing a green turtleneck. He
lived in the A-8 as well and
nodded: s Joecom-
plained about the Harbor
Police. Then, when he heard
I was writing a newspaper
story, he vanished. I almost
could hear a poof' I turned
around and he was gone.

“We got guys who're
homeless,” Joe continued,
“trying to make a go of it.
More than half of them drink
pretty steadily. Then theres
drugs. For me it's alotof fun,
but ' glad if's not my home.
Some people weren't meant
1o live on the water, It can
be rough out here. There'sa
Buy; John-John — his skiff
sunk. Now he’s got no way
back and he's alone on his

All this time Joe had
been loading his stuff into
his dinghy. Now he was ready
1o go. “Come out some night,”
he told me. “We can fishand
talk. You can’t believe what
it’slike out there. Sometimes

at evening the water's like

Several days later I rented
a 16-foot powerboat from
Seaforth Boat Rentals in Coro-
nado in order to visit Jim
Morgan. The seen-it-all,
know-it-all handy-helper had
me count the three blades
on the propeller three times
just so I wouldn’t quarrel
with him if | came back with
two. I'd never worked a
motorboat before and 1
zigzagged a Jot getting out of
Glorietta Bay. The boatsthat
ging too.

It took 20 minutes to
get out to the A-8. I drifted
up 10 Neprune's Palace, saw
M iry in il officE,

nado Cays, and the people
over there, their dream is to
get a house with a boat
dock — thase places sell high
because of that — but very
few people, after the new-
ness wears off, they don’t
even move them from the
dock, Every man seems to
want a boat, his dream is to
escape and go someplace,
and it hasn't happened that
way for them. It becomes
more of a liability, of taking
reofit, things of that nature.
S0 how long have I been on
the water? Since about 1960,
butit's been in houseboats.”

‘When he got out of the
Nawy right after WWII, Mor-
gan started a trucking busi-
ness that expanded rapidly,
then collapsed justas quickly.
leaving him with $569 that he
put up in a sealed bid for a
huge warchouse (“the biggest
building in the world”) and
cight smaller ons, which the
Navy had built on North
Tskand in 1945, bid-

and hailed him. He waved
and ambled down to his dock.
Stating my business, 1 said
I dllkzlohlk Indshonlyl
was sitting inside.
counter drmkmg coffee. 1
suppose it was a galley, but
it looked like a kitchen —
the sort one would find ina
suburban ranch house from
the 1950s.
Morgan was 72 and
up in Dallas. A good-
natured man with a Texas
twang, he occasionally used
exclamations like “Oh, my
goodness.” He had bright
blue eyes, glasses, a round,
red face with thick light gray
hair brushed back over his
head. Althiough he liked to tell
stories, he was not a linear
storyteller; rather, his stories
bent and circled and inter-

ders were charging the gov-
ernment to get rid of the
buildings, Morgan came up
awinner. Within two weeks,
he had sold the eight build-
ings for $2000 each, then he
used the $16,000 to move
the big one, floating it across
the bay to the foot of F Street
in Chula Vista. Morgan sold
it for $65,000, and for a while
it was home to the biggest
Chinese restaurant in the
world. As he spoke, Morgan
drew out pictures,

‘among other things the ware-
house being pulled across
the bay. Morgan became suc-
cessful in buying military
surplus, bidding low, then
resclling what he bought at
alarge profit. When the free-
‘ways started going in, he did
the same thing with land,
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person would never have any
trouble at all, but I've never
been the right person. Poli-
tics, you know what I mean?
I've been in lawsuits with the
city, with the port, but the
‘main thing has always been
that I look for an opening, and
ifthere’s no law against doing
it, then I take advantage of it.
Thad an awful lot of enemies
in the city. That's why I ran
for mayor in 1959, because
of the corruption.”

Morgan showed mean
election poster with a pic-
ture of himselflooking hand-
some and eager. He told me
he came in second in a field
of eight. He went on to more
stories of city corruption in
the *50s and '60s, in the city
government and police
department, bribes in the
pawn-shop detail, the police
1aking bribes from cab com-
panies, corruption in the vice
squad.

1 brought about the
biggest police investigation
that was ever successful in
San Diego. That was back in
1968 — it'sin the San Diego
Public Library — it was such
arotten, stinking mess. You
sce, around 1968, my son
opened aclub called Les Girls,
and there was a lot of police
corruption in that, oh my
God. Everything was corrupt
in that type of a business. At
first the police tried to close
Les Girls, but we won all our
cases. There were many, many
cases "cause the police were
50 corrupt. In fact, there were
308 cases of the policemen
arrestingthe girls and all. We
prevailed in all of them. 1
think on seven or eight there
was some kind of deal —
pleading guilty to some lit
tle thing, It was just harass-
ment because we wouldn't
pay them any money. | called
Ee

inSacra-
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mento. | lived up in Uni-
versity Heights at the time.
An investigator came down
1o our home. And I gave them
as much information as |
could, because my son, with
his Les Girls, these dancers
knew all of the corruption.
They'd worked ata lot of dif-
ferent clubs so they knew all
the corrupt police and the
worst of them was the head
of the vice squad. So they
started an investigation of
the police department.”

Morgan showed me a
copy ofamagazine from the
San Diego Public Library
with a “Report on the Inves-
tigation of the San Diego
Police

January
22, 1970, detailing many

ing numerous women,
including an officer in the
police department, as Mor-
n fleshed out the details
with juicier descriptions.

“He could have been
sent to jail for the rest of his
life,” said Morgan, “but they
just let him retire early. He
should have been killed, that
would have been the best
way.”

I tried to get Morgan
back to the subject of the
A-8.

“T'have anephew, Cecil
Johnson, who'd been work-
ing in Alaska for Arco or
something and he always
used to come out and work
with his uncle on the bay and
things. And he wanted 1o
build a big party place. He
built the Castle over there,
and he bought this place,
Neptune's Palace. from a guy
in Chula Vista. Cecil and 1
beached it down in the shal-
lows and did all the stuff he
wanted to do to it. He loved
it out here. But they've passed
alawthat you couldn’t charge
to bring people out here
There'd still be parties out
here if he didn't have oppo-
sition from the port, because
the parties they had out here,
oh my gosh, they were always
good — all kind of parties.
Well, it fell apart. I stuck with
him, 1 mean, he’s like a son.
He still has it, of course. It
just reached a stage in my
life where 1 could be out
here — I mean, I like it out
here — and I have a very
close friend over in the Coro-
nado Cays. I've remained
friends with practically every-
one ['ve ever met in life —
even the first lady who ever
worked for me. She was 17,

her husband was captain of

the football team, and we're
still lifetime friends. I've been
fortunate that way. But Cedil Il
come out of it. My thing is
that you just coast along.
They found out that that
other outfit was selling
It made a lot of trouble.”
Morgan went off into
some other company’s “har-
bor-excursion type of busi-
ness that caused all the trou-
ble, but it’s all so much pol-
itics.” I said that I wasn't fol-
lowing, Is that why they dlosed
down the parties here?

one fight aboard any boat
that was rented out. Nothing
bad'sever these

ing mn hm It’s the pnlnn
again. Cecil owns all this now,
and until things get straight-
ened around, he said, let’s
just let it sit. So we're not
having any parties here except
once ina while, but he doesn't
really want to get involved
in too much of afight with
the port, because the port
won't let them use the docks.
over there. That's the only
thing. So nowit's hard to get
out here and Cecil doesn’t
want to. And that's been two.
or three years now, He's had
4 couple of people out that
want to buy everything from
hm\,u\dlmmkilmupnim
that’s what he’d like to do.
‘When he first built this, he
also bought all of these boats.
Now he and his girlfriend —
‘which is still a friend of mine
and lives in the Cays— what
they did was bid on boats
from the Navy. It was a big,
big sale they had, and what
happened was the Navy
somehow didn’t advertise it
real good. So they bid on
every boat but at a low, low
price, hoping 1o get one of two
boats, but what happened is
that he ended up with 47
boats. So that’s a lot of the
boats, people bought them
and they went right 10 Alaska.
They were good boats, excel-
lent boats.”

The story went on until
it was sidetracked by another,
then another, except one of
the Navy boats was tied up
outside Neptune's Palace, a
40-foot open boat.

To find out about the
legality of transporting peo.
ple from a public dock out
1o the party boats, | contacted
Senior Officer Mario Mar-
tinez, Harbor Police bay con-
trol officer. First | asked him
10 define the job of the Har-
bor Police.

“Well, we maintain the
free anchorages in San Diego
Harbor, and we keep track of
any vessels that come and
go. And wealso keep track of
any sunken vessels. We make
sure that the anchored ves-
sels maintain the perimeter
that's shown for those anchor-
ages. And zny vessels we
acquire through iliegal moor-
ing or sinking, we have to
process them according to
the harboenavigation's code.
And there's police work. If we
see any illegal activity, we will
enforce the law.”

Then I described what
M.nrgan ’had said about not

boats, no arrests, no fights, no
drugs. It just scemed like the

ple from a dock out to the
Floating Castle, Neptune's
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Palage, or the three Party
Kings for parties. Martinez
said he hadn’t realized that
Morgan or Cecil Johnson
had been having any diffi-
culty. He knew nothing about
it. Then he explained what
seemed to be the law.

“The only restriction |
know about is conducting
any commercial activity with-
out a port permit, and | believe
since he was taking passen-
gers on for a fee to conduct
his parties that he was con-
ducting business without 2
permit. And I think that's
the only restriction there
would be since the dock is
for public use and he was
using it for his own private
and commercial use. That
«could have been the reason.
Yeah, that'sit. The 8.05 UPD
Ordinance — Conducting
Commercial Activity With-
out a Permit.”

So perhaps that was right,
perhaps he hadn't been able
togeta permit, but Morgan's
tendency 1o switch from sub-
ject to subject, then stop and
bring out photographs made
it confusing. Not that [ feit
he was necessarily avoiding
the subject, he was just a cir-
cular storyteller. And per-
haps I wasn't the best lis-
tener, because | could hear the
meter ticking on my motor
boat and the ticking kept get
tinglouder. But when | asked
again about the parties, Mor-
gan went back to talking
about his deals, fights, and
lawsuits, his complicated rela-
tionships. Then something
happened to bring every-
thing to a stop.

“Ilost my son, Ron, in
an auto accident. He had to
be fed through a tube in his
stomach for four years, So
the whole family all over the
United States came to my
aid. Hewas so brilliant, oh my
God, he was brilliant. He
could do everything so fast.
He built the most beautiful
home at the age of 19. He
got married carly and he went
into business and he did pretty
good, He wasn't even old
enough to buy the house.

“He had the accident in
1975,and he finally died on
November 16, 1978. So life
goes on and it was tragic.
And it was expensive because
you had 1o suction his mouth
and throat every 15 minutes,
turn him over from one side
to another. I'd set up a fund
with the family when they
all came to the aid of my son,
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was beautiful. So everything
Thad went into the fund until
1 paid the five million dol-
lars that we went through to
keep him alive. The thing is
that by 1991 I might have
paid for it with Cecil and
everyone in the family if |
hadn’t run into obstacles,
but sometimes you can have
goals and, wow, things don’t
work out the way you
planned. So in 1991 1 just
went ahead and said the fam-
ily's always going to pay on
this. Soall the property I had,
Isigned itover in trust deeds
to the Ron Morgan Sullivan
Fund, which we'd set up in
1975 to provide care when
he’d been injured because
we knew we had to do some:-
thing, Ifyou could keep him
alive for seven years, some-
times the brain will heal itself.
Cecil’s family put in most of
the money, starting back with
the saving of my son, They
all loved Ron, he was just so
lovable. So I don’t own any-
thing. And I don’t own Nep.
r. 1 just live
ust as soon
be here as any other place
right now. And Cecil doesn't
even pay me, but our family
is a thing that everyone in
the end does the right thing,

It's a family that sticks
together.”

Morgan went on about
his son for along time and kept
coming back to him as he
moved into other stories. He
showed me his picture. It was
the sort of story that seemed
to exist at the bottom of all
other stories, astory he would
never be able 1o get away
from. Then he turned his
attention to the A-8.

“Most people live out
here because | don’t think
they have any other place to
go. Now, I've been a very fru-
gal person, even though [
accumt property, expen-
sive cars, houses, and all that,
but they've never meant that
much tome. I like the action
ofthings. It's just a different
personality. Most of the peo-
ple out here are on drugs or
are alcoholics or are just
dependent on something that
ook them to the bottom. It’s
sad if you ever really get to
know them, During storms,
big boats have sunk out
here — two big ones in one
night, 45-foot boats. And 1
went out in one of my orig-
inal Navy boats. Well, their
boats had sunk but [ put lines
on them — their bows were
still just sticking out of the

water — and I towed them

filled with chocolate or it's

over here to this mud beach, soeven
becauseiftheyhittherocks,  ifthey don't have milk they
they'd be completely gone. can sit there and eat those.
The rocks would just shred  Because they get down 10 a
them. So ltowed those over  point of not having any food

and usually the people would
stay aboard here a couple of
days till the storm leaves the

area.

at all — they can't help it. If

‘where the food is. So he’d
knock on the door and let
me know it was him and he'd
g0 and fix himself something
10 eat maybe once or twice
a day. But then he didn't
appreciate it really. Well,

they get money — and a lot
of them get support, social

“Peopleknow 'mpretty  security or something — it

honest.Ineverlic. Igetonto.  gocson the drugs. And that's
lying, bad, that's wh:

And [ said, you'vegot tohave  lives more than anything else,

trust in the world. I said, you so they end up without any-

“You can be stone-broke

but if you're trustworthy you

can always get started again.”

can be stone-broke but if
you're trustworthy you can
always get started again —
that's the main thing, I try
1o waich out for people. They
know how frugal | am. Now,
I always buy extra bananas,
apples, anything that’s on
sale. I've always done that. [
buy what's on sale. Now, this
cereal here 1 buy for 99 cents
a box at the 99-cent store. |
buy it by the case. I give it to
people who come by. What's
good about this cereal is it's
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thing to eat at times, Well,
for 99 cents a box, it's not
going to bredk me. You
understand where I'm com-
ing from on that?

“And you'll get some
funny people — there wasa
guy who was on drugs so bad
he looked like he was starv-
ing to death, just starving,
‘This was maybe three, four
years ago. And I told him, I
don’t have time to stop and
talk to you, butcome in and
help yourself. You know

ybe h it,but
you know how when some-
one helps you all the time
you can come to resent it? [
tried never to talk down to
him or anything, but it got
to the point that I just had to
ask him not to come around
anymore, because he would
talk about dangerous things.
I mean, he was always want-
ing to kill someone. Every
day he was sharpeninga knife
to kill someone out here, and
when your mind goes that
way, sometimes it could
happen.

“There’s been up to 60
to 70 people out here, and
it's a real Peyton Place. They
get mad at each other, but
maybe two or three days later
they'll all be happy with each
other again. The trouble with
the Port Authority is that
they don’t want anyone on
thisbay that isn’t under their
thumb, that's the main thing,
and they'd love to clear it
out, but living out here keeps
these people off the street at

least. You.follow? I think
they'd be more of a headache
to the community if they
were on the street. Now, a
Iot of them go over to Dump-
sters to get food. At times
they really want to change
their lives, but not enough
10 give it up, give up the stuff
And it controls their Ilves. it
really does.

“When yousave some-
one’s life out here, it’s usu-
ally because you're the clos-
est one to save them. Every
time you need a Harbor Police
boat, it may be an hour or two
before they ever arrive on
the scene. For instance, about
four or five years ago there
‘was a used-car salesman from
Chula Vista or National City
who was on a wind glider
type of thing, and somehow
he fell off and got separated
and he was drowning, He
said if we hadn’t got to him
right then, he was finished.
And there’s another guy over
here, Jake. He has club feet —
they're not really club feet,
what happened is he'd been
high on drugsor drinkingat
the stadium and acting up
and he fell to the floor below
and he crushed his feet some-
thing horrible. Well, one time
I was sleeping up in my room
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on the top, and I heard
screams about three o'clock
in the moming — Help! Help!
T usually just sleep with noth-
ing on, maybea pair of shorts
or whatever, and when some-
thing like that happens you
don't even take time to put
your shoes on or anything
else. | dashed down, got a
boat started, and [ started
yelling, It was a dark night
and just a little choppy; 1
couldn't even see who was
out there. I said, Keep scream-
ing, There was four people —
there was one girl and three
guys. Now, the girl was the
best swimmer out of the
bunch because she made it to
here, and Jake had tried to
make it to here but he couldn’t
go any further, And it was
just one of those things. If |

had taken the time to put
clothes on or something —
once you go under in this
current, he wouldn't have
made it. S0 1 was able to get
him, then I went back out
for the other two guys. And
they'd got parted; they don’t
use their head. Now, they
had t0o many people in a
small boat, So once they
started taking in water, they
should have jumped in and
reached up and said, Okay,
let’s go on to where we're
going. But they don't think.
One was a big, big guy. Basi-
cally, 1 would say he's the
one who sunk it. So what
happened then, he hung on
to the boat. And the other
one got parted, but 1 did find
them all and got ‘em back.
“There was another time

justlastycar. Therewasalit-  got back, that was the bad inthealley
tle boy about cight and his  part, because I had other  dead. You'll find stabbings;  Boat Rentals. I apologized,
mother and two men in things to do.” you'll find them out there ' him profusely, and,
another dinghy situation — there were other fighting, gangs, and all that like a hand-sized bandage
same typeof thing, theboat  storiesofpeopleneedingres-  kind of stuff. So beingout  being pulled from a hairy
flipped over. This was just  cuing storms,andbostsgoing  here is paradisc compared  chest, Iyanked myselfaway.
by chance. The main thing is down. Some were retold to lnwhnywnlhae.aspm 1felt I needed to talk to
beingthereattherighttime.  meby other people —avet-  storms and else. day
I'd gone into the boat dock  erinarian called Doc who ~ Plus, 'mgoingtowriteabout 1 rented another boat from
at Pepper Parkand wascom-  drowned the previous year,  allthesc people, theones I've  the hotel at Coronado Cays
ing back out. It was one of ing El Nifio. met, tell (it was 15 minutes closer to
those cold nights, and there In among the stories, Mor- them. I wish I could bring the A-8) and went out again.
weren'tany otherboatscom-  gan spoke of his love of the  out youngpeople, hugeloads [t wasahotand sunny morn-
ingorgoing ltwasafierdark.  A-8 and how he couldn’t  of them, and just say, Meet g, and soon I was making
And I heard this screaming, livinganywhereelse. these people and see what  myway up to a 30-foot sail-
and there again thiere were “What | likeaboutitout ~ happens to your lives when  boat badlyin need of scrap-
four people. And I saved  here is the peace. Nowand  you start on that drug route.” mglnd repainting, A half-
them, took them back into then [ spend some time over But then bber dinghy trailed
Pepper Park. AndItolthem  at my daughter’s place —  anotherstory about hisloss ~ off m back. A blue plaster
I'devenpulltheirboatback  shehasahomeoveronUni-  of faith. tarp stretched across the beam
and I'd wait there whilethey  versity Avenue — and 1 got “I'vegotabrotherwho's  formeda sort of tent. There
went hx alitde therelcan  achaphinintheNavy.[came  were coolers, water tanks, a
and everything, God, itwas  stayin any time Iwant. But  awfully dose tobecominga  bicycle, a charcoal grill, and
about two they you hear peo- minister myself, because I various unrecognizables —
ple screaming, fighting.every-  thought I could talk to God ~ everything except sails. A
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thing — you can't imagine.
That's in City Heights. It's
horrible. How do these peo-
ple ever sleep? Three o'clack
in the morning you hear the
most blood-curdling screams!

when I was young. [ mean
it, 'm not just saying it. That
was back in Dallas...”

I realized 1 could happily
sit and listen all afternoon
and into the night. Then I

dog; part chow, part golden
retriever, part mystery mutt —
its name 1 learned was
Leonardo da Vind — barked
feraciously when I shouted

hello.
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30-foot sailboat, the Norma
Zane, anchored about 100
feet away. Doug had dark
hair, was stocky and good-

nnlumd Ieﬁwa tall, thin,

throat and bronchitis and
didn’t want 1o get too close.
Anyway, her husband had
gone into town for supplies
Her name was Terry Aman.
She and her husband Doug
had lived in the A-8 for four
years, before that they were
in Glorietta Bay until they
had been kicked out. Just
then she saw her husband in
a small yellow motorboat
overtoward Chula Vista, so
she picked up a trumpet and
began to blow, Then she put
down the trumpet and
coughed. “He's coming.” she
said.

“Four years.” | saidl. “You
must like it out here.”
nice, it's picturesaue.
You get the Navy stuff, the
boats passing. You get the
dolphins jumping. Honest
10 ggosh — they just go whoosh,
like you seeon TV. Ii's great
111 play the trumpet at night
taps once ina while. I'll play
reveille if 1 need someone in
the moming. But for his health
and my health we have to hit
adaughterin
na who's
invited us to come to live out
there. We have our own means
of supporting ourselves so
we wouldn't have todepend
on them. But there’s a sense
of family out here, you have
to have it. I mean, some pes-
ple are and some peoplearen’t
Some people have the means
and some people don't, and
ifthey don't have the means.

then the other part will pitch
in. And as far as the drugs
and alcohol go, that's their

business, it's not mine. you
know? I'm too old for doing
this stuff. | used to have a
drinking problem ried
AA. It didn't really take. Now
11l drink my wineand that's
it. But there're some pretty
poor people out here, peo-
ple on the 551 and whatnot.
I|ns| happen to be fortunate.
s hungry, | won't
kl them go starving, but I'll
-something for them rather
than hand them the cash.”
It turned out that, like
Jim Morgan, Terry also

arrived with another man,
Jeff, who lived on another

ply tanned, and in his late
40s.

1 was still in my rented
boat with a line tied to their
sailboat. The dog, Leonardo
da Vinci, had turned cheer-
ful and wanted to jump in
my lap. Terry kept saying,
“He's all right, don’t mind
him. He's friendly.” All the

f

boats out here had dogs —

coast from up north and had
stayed a bit in Glorietta, then
moved back and forth
between the threc-day
anchorages, trying to avoid
A-8 because it was the worst

anchorage in the bay, the

rhost dangerous. Then he
gave it up and settled in the
A-8, but now he was sick of
itand planned to go back up-
north. He, too, had stories

of boats sinking or running

aground.
“They put everybody.

he told me.

“They had too many
complaints at Glorietta.” said
Doug.“ le would beach
their dinghies at the golf
course and use the bathrooms
to wash up and they'd leave
A mess. But Glorietta was
protected. It was a cove. Here
the wind comes roaring
across.”

Several yearsago I had the place.” Their boats needed
metadapper-lookingmanin  painting: they weren't ship-
his 50s with a well-trimmed shape

the Dougand Jeff repeated -

showers at the public pool  the stories of many others—
in Coronado. He had lived tugs going 100 fast, swamp-
on his sailboat for 20 years,  ingthe dinghies and jostling
mostly up north but right  the boats; the problems with
then in Glorietta Bay. He got Pepper Park; the storms, the
around on his bicycle and  people they have had 10 res.

‘worked driving a cab. At that cue. But they wouldn't crit-
timeheand otherswerebeing  icize anybody and they spoke

kicked out of Glorictta,
because. as he said, they were
“dragging down the tone of

of ex-addicts, not addicts.
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variable weather and the fact
that people out there were
survivors.

“Actually,” said Doug,
“the storms aren’t a prob-
lem if you put out two
anchors. People just don't
realize that.” Then Doug
spoke about their physical
problems — his wife's bron-
chitis, his bad back. Living
on a boat was becoming
impossible and soon they
would sell out, move to Ari-
zona or Mexico. And no mat-
ter how much he might like
livingon a boat, living in the
A-8 took its toll.

“The anchorage isnota

place else, I don’t know, but
it’s still the worst anchorage
inthe bay. Butif you want pri-
vacy, it’s private. You've no
close neighbors, no noise.
Why, sometimes the ones
making the most noise out
here at night is us.”

Jeff and Doug talked
about how San Diego had
been the first port on the
West Coast and how, for
boaters, it had the reputa-
tion for being the worst. They
said that other ports had facil-
ities for boaters who were
coming in and people living
on the hook — bathrooms,
showers, Laundromats —

one another, of givingfood  long-term anchorageinSan they’re pretty much thepil-  fewyears, so my way of doing.
if they had it to people who Diego Bay. Th lars of the ‘might be a little bit
neededit,of formingacom-  more, but those became  Morgan'sthe one who'sbeen diﬂ'er:mthnnm:body
ity i restricted. Anchoring any-
spoke ofthe beauty, thelights ~ where, ifyou're goingtolive  helped everybody else who \amddnd:ﬁx-hofhdp
t night, he ships going by, outon aboat, isdifficult —  comes and goes.” abou things here and there,
and Terry sp you' beeninthe justto knowwhat ordinances
the porpoises. conditions. [ mean, isnotlke  Harbor Patrol for 23 years  there were and how things

Several times 1 asked
about the Harbor Police. In
general, Doug and Terry
Aman'didn’t have too much
use for them, but there was
one man they praised —
Senior Officer Bill Mount.
Jim Morgan had also men-
tioned Mount, as had a few

50 one morning | had
called him and asked if the

you're living on the ranch
somewhere. You've got to
Know what you're doing as far
as anchoring. You've got to
row inand go back and forth
* in a dinghy. It's a hard life
for someone, but that's what
they like to do. But as for the
homeless people, they've got
a roof over their head and
someplace to go. It's theirs,

and said that the A-8 had

were going. I'd try to help

been used as an anchorage  out wherever I could, tell

for at least 7 years. Mostly them what social services

hehadbeendowntherewhen  they could get help from.

hehadbecn the Harbor Police  Some of the folks wereprety
in charge close to beir

the anchorages, but now he mmnfﬂmwmddnmd

had gone back to regular
patrol and wasn't there as
often. I told him that he was
the patrol officer who was

more social services than
others.”™

Mount had suggested
that I talk to the current bay

place where anyone would but San Diego had nothing.  A-8 was reallyasbadasI'd  it'snotanybodyelse’s. They  praised the most. control officer — Mario Mar-
choose to live,” he said. Yet for all the difficulties of been told. don'thave to answer to any- “I appreciate that very tinez — so I called him as
“Whether or not the boats the A-8 and boat life in gen- “It’s the worst anchor- body. But they’re all good ‘much, but different people do well.
werepushedoutheretokeep  eral, they kept returning to ageouttherebecauseit’sthe  people down there — the  thejob in different ways, and “The A-8 is quite
people from anchoring any what it meant to look out for only one. It's the only free, Grafs and Jim Morgan — I've been around for quite a exposed. The waters get quite
N "'"°Notes ’
[INcLUDES ExaM & FoLLow-uP Priest as Entertainer Planned Parenthood
Iirec Local Clerics Deconstruct | Becomes Local Giant
Daily o extended wear * Bausch & Lomb Optima FW @ Select powers Upcaming Ratzinger Book | Detets of At Lrwsii

o

S s

L)
-

e,
R
€

BALTMGRE OR

81.

DR. PHILLIP LEVY, O.D.

5020-B BALTIMORE DRI

1-800-555-0909

complete

VE ® La MESA

Look It Up.

www.sdnewsnotes.com

46 Sen Dicgo Reader August 3, 2000

Sad? Depressed?

TOO SHY?

". ‘

“

Volunteers are needed for a bomai Arme!y Disorder Study.
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Travel compensatio
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Feighner
Research
Institute

rough out there in the win-
ter months and nothing can
bednhmhl.ll’l

Plays, Crown Cove, and Glo-

rietta Bay.
“As for the homeless
A-8, that’s part

is out there. But there are
those

of the give and take of that

s getting, because of the
fact that people who are
anchored i

other possibilities anchorage and San Diego

boaters.” Martinez went on Bay. You know, in the future

t0 speak of the marinasand it hooks ke there’s regom;ln
ing balls (for which bea

there is a long wait) and the Imesfonlum-d-or-p.nd

three 72-hour free anchor- all the other areas in the bay.

ages in San Diego Bay — La

I mean, that's just the way

room facilities, and they're

out there for years at a time. natives for these people in even if their boats passed
‘The other things are vessels that they can anchor on a some sort of inspection. One
of man | had talked to com-
o e ¢ . b th
or breaking their moorings  a little over $100 a month, around scarching for arys-
ing a‘hazard but they would be a lot safer tal meth labs, but he hadn’t
navigation, And those are  there than they'd be inthe  known if it was the Harbor
kindofconcemswehave  A-8." Police or some other agency.
for the vessels that are actu- But there was no way T asked Martinez about this.
ally anchored out there, that Mike and Freddie anda “Well, you know, it's
the Port of San Diego number of others I'd met very difficult to enforce any
wants to provide other alter- could afford $100 a month, drug activity in the A-8
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matter. But, no, we currently
are not attempting to iden-

most — are struggl
make ends meet day to day,

g to At last | wound up on
another sailboat with Barry

Crystal was a little
younger with blue eyes, thin,

jugs and tarps was a Weed
Whacker.

because most of those ves-  tifyor useanykindofother 5o if they've got that much  and Crystal and theirsmall  fine red hair, and very light  seroverin Coronsdo, deaned
selsoutthereareprivateres-  people to enforce that right ~ moneytobe usingandsell-  black dog, Jessica. Barryhad kin with freckles. Prone to it up, and now it runs like a
idences. People are living  now.” ing drugs, well,it's probably lived inthe A-8 for threeyears she t0p. You want if? You can
just i 1 found only for their own use.” and before that he'd lived for back in the shadow. She had have it for 20 bucks.”
theydoin theirhouses. Unless  any drugs or crystal meth Onthe daylmalked to  ayearinamarinainChula been living on the boat with was particularly
we have some kind of solid labs in the A-8. Terry and Doug Aman and Vista. He was a handsome Barry for a year and four cheerful because the previous
information that leads us to “Nottomyknowledge,  Jeff, they sent me offtotalk  man with a mustache, shiny ~ months. day he had gotten the job of
believethatpeoplearemak-  but that doesn’t mean that  toanumber of other people.  straight teeth, square jaw, This boat, like others, fixingup a lovely black-and-
ing or using drugs onboard  there aren’t other agencies,  Some weren'thomeanda  and a constant and explo-  was piled with stuff, but it white 60-0dd-foot ferro-con-
their residences, we are not such as the DEA or the Depart- woman named Liz who lived sive laugh that interrupted wasn't quite as cluttered crete sailboat anchored
g0INg to go onboard their  ment of Justice, thatarecon-  aloneinasmall cabincruiser,  half his sentences. Whenhe  because Barry tried tosail it nearby — three staterooms,
However, if we  ducting investigations on  the Sea Peari, called out to  laughed, he looked asif he  every day, attimesstopping  three full heads, big diesel
encounter them in the bay  their own. You've got to  me that she didn’t want to  were snapping at the air, as  over at one of the 72-hour  engine, big diesel generator.
ing, like oper thatmostofthe talk,adding “Today’sarcally  ifgettingreadytoeatagreat  anchorages Mostoutofplace  Two men claimed to have
atingavessel undertheinflu-  people down there in the  bad day for me. 'm sorry,  flankofredmeat. Heseemed  among a mound of plastic  bought it at a marshal’s auc-
ce, then that’s a different A-8 — I won't say all, but I'm having a really bad day.” to be in his late 40s. tion for $1000, but Barry and

3 Crystal
“IfounditinaDump- ever,Id heard the same story

Sandy Galper: My parents didn’t
think much of this advertising
My mother told me | should
bars and find men the old-fashioned
way.

Jim Burskiz | also took out ads in
Phone Macches. I'd he “women

ing men” section beforehand, to
help me figure our what women were
looking for. My main criteria was

someone really bright — ot just a
brain, but someone with the soul of

Sandy: | used Phone Matches more
extensively than Jim. | advertised for
about a year and met a kot of guys. My
e specific and so did my
phone message. Instead of getting 30
responses, I'd ger 2 or 3. Bur they
ity responses.

ndy has a nine-ye:

Bur my son wen
over 103 new friend’s house and ne
was frantic. Sandy offered
to come over and help look for him,

Do you have a MM'M

which I thought was really nice

Sandy: After thar, we gt together for
l\laaue exhibition game. The
contrived or

Wit We esly Iughed 3l

o Do o e g o e

me about Sandy was ¢

izy. She had a per-sitting business

and was trying to get an errand
going, 1o

as substitute teaching ar
asn't happy with that

Jim hiad just retired from the military
and was going to covking school. So
we said, “Lets do something together.”

Jim: We were thinking about opening
a deli in an industrial park, but our
broker told us about the Sicea Cafe
on ums Avenve. We looked at i

and decided to take it over.

Sandy: On October 22, we opened
the Kensington Village Cafe. | take
care of the front of the restaurant and
Jimn s in charge of the kitchen

Jim: We're here 12 houns a day, six
days a week. We figure if we can
survive this together, we can do just
about anything. I'm a typical chef. |
can be high-strung bue Sandy doese'
et it bother her.

Sandy: Jim is 50 nice. I'vé never been

to share?

If sclected, we'll treat you both to a restaurant gift cemtificate 1o eclebrate! Call today af 619.235-8200, ext. 268.

Readcr Matches Success Story

with a man who's mreated me so wel.
e's good wo my son, and he's not bad
looking, either

Jim: 1 suppase we'll ger mareied
eventually, but | haven't asked her

Sandy: My girlfriends say, “You' re
Tucky. You gor ane of the good ones
But 1 say, “Lucky? | spent a year
looking for him. I dated 50 guys
hefore | f n\l him. Luck had nothing
1o do with 1%

+900-884-6282

5180w, 3199t e
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I'd had my kids up in Ore- He worked in Chula Vista  lost a 30-foot Owens, and ingt0o. It was a pretty rough shorts and my keys and that
liviny Marina. after 1 night, 17
seized in a drug raid. Then the same road with both ex- mear 20 years on a boat. 41-foot Matthews. I had that, night. We all ended up at Jim sit still, he was laughing so
Barry told me a litlle about  wives, ) like, four days, and P'd tied 1
ing todoand out here is i big 40-foot naval deal there on the boat. So then I bought
I grew up in Mission I said, Hey, wait a minute.  youwhattodo. Whereelse  'cause | was working on it and we just cruised around this boat for $6000. That
Bay. We always had boats.  It’s all paid off, you took all yo i Friew d et i picking people up, pulling  whole winter it seems every
ThenImoveduptoOregon.  my familyso'mouttahere.  for$5ayear? You'vegotto  ontoitandthenitsunkright  boats out of the way from  three days we had six-foot
You see, people di Seeyou.I'mgoinghometo  take into account losinga  there. It rked up with hitting other b dstuffl.  waves out here. I mean,
ofusbecausc wedon'tliveon  Sen Dicgowherclamefrom.  boat once in a while, but... hese big gi dth i the f  they've probably got us in
dry land and have a house  I'm tohavesomefun.  [He shrugged boat ingintothe  the night. [Barry was still the windiest spotin the whole
andall thatstuff. Ihadthose  [Barry was laughing all anyuuwomm bargeand Isavedmyself,but  laughing.] Everybody just  bay. You'll notice thatall the
but my ex-wives took them through this, abrupt explo- ture — you never know when 1 couldn’t do nothing for the ended up over there in their sailboats come around here
all OnceI'dpaid off $10,000  sions biting at the air.] S0  something’s going tobreak  boat. The bangingjustatea  dinghiesbecause all theirbig 1o sail.
worth of childsupport, Ijust  thenlcame downhereand  looseorcomeatyouorsink  holerightthroughthesideand  boats were going down. [ “But the Port Authority

said, What am I doing here?

went to work with my dad.
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ages and they put us out here
because they knew we
wouldn'tlast, but it’s the fur-
thest place from anything
too. They couldn’t putit any-
place else where it wouldn't
be in the way of the Navy o
big developments, and they
wouldn’t put it at a state
beach, and naturally they
wouldn't put it around Coro

nado Cays. And they very
definitely aren’t going to want
you downtown.”

Crystal gave me some
more coffee, offered me sun-
block, offered me a piece of
cooked shark, and shooed
the dog away from me.

HEALTH

“Only the strong sur-
vive out here,” she said, half

current, go with the wind. I
mean, this guy's tsught me

in the cabin to
from the sun. “It’s not an easy
way of living but it’s enjoy-
able. You have to get along
with everyone around you.
It’s not easy to plan things
because the weather might
change, you know what |
mean? And these guys, half
their life isliving and the other
halfis working on outboards,
getting them to run. They
both began to laugh — her
laugh started high as if going
down a kids' slide.] It's dif-
ferent. You got 1o gowith the
tide, you got to go with the

ND BEAUTY

*50

LOSE UP TO
5 LBS. PER WEEK'

with our specialized and peoven programs.

New patierts. oy Wilh the ad. Exures 8-21 00
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what not to do sometimes
than what to do, like getting
the boat caught up on the
beach in the sand so it ends
up like this [she tilted her
hand at a 45-degree angle]. The
dog didn't like that experi-
ence too much. [They both
laughed. ] I've been homeless
myself and T've been to jail
before — and I try to look
on experiences like that as
experiences I can learn from
and try to make good of what-
everitis. even if it seems bad
at the moment. You learn to
grow from itand you end up
becoming very strong — phys-
ically, mentally, and emo-
tionally — and if you can give
that away or share it with
somebody else in life, then it
really means something,
“The best investment |
ever made out here was that
Thad a friend give me a whis-
e, and two days later it saved
aman’slife — he was,
ing off the bow of his boat and
nobody could hear him and
1got out and blew my whis-
teabout 20 times and pointed
where he was. That's about

coming back from Pepper
Parkand for a couple of sec-
onds I thought I was going
to go under, because it was
pretty rough that day and
really windy. My jacket filled
up with water and I couldn't
get it off for anything, and I
tried to reach up for the bow
of the dinghy and it was like
1 was reaching up a cliff and
I couldn't grab it for nothing,
and I'd just moved onboard
Barry's boat two months.
before that, and all I could
think was tha he'd kill me if
Host his dinghy, for Christ's
sake, you know? So I couldn’t
drown; I had to get that
dinghy. But I like it, I mean,
it's enjoyable. I got my fish-
ing license, finally. I'm the
fisherwoman out here, [ love
to fish. That's my enjoy-
ment — I'll stay up all night
and fish sometimes. It's beau-

tiful out here at night — the
sceneryis constantly chang-
ing from one half hour to
the next, the way it looks and
the way the boats swing

hing, Es

the best i you can

ever have out here — that

aromather;
body wrap (365 value)

time the wind changes it

ple that have had million-

homesand were heart-
less. They weren't happy. You
know what I mean? Same
old same old. It's all in here —
you only take the love you
put out, and the love you
receive in life, that’s all you
take with you. All this stuff
is just stuff.”

“I'm taking my boat with
me,” said Barry, interrupt-
ing and laughing.

Crystal laughed as well.
“At least let me take the dinghy
50 I can come along too. But
being on the boat, you have
to be with yourselfa lot and
like that. I wasn't sure how
I'd react when I first came
out here, but actually it was
good for me, because I noeded
just to be for a while. And
then 1 got accepted and my
little birthday uxds wou\d
read, "

me, and finally you get
accepted from >

“People out here share
a lot more,” said Barry.
“Instead of all those places
where people are stealing
from each other, people out
here always come by and
‘make sure you have food or
something, you know, if you
don't have any work or any-
thing coming in. People come
by and just say, Hey, you
need anything? That's how we
survive out here, by taking,
care of each other.”

And Crystal described
a big Easter party for every-
one overin Pepper Park and
how there was a Christmas
party on somebody’s boat
and how people remembered
each other's birthdays. “Jim
Morgan’s a storyteller and
he's an eccentric, but you
can always count on him to
help. Me myself, I love
eccentrics, okay? You know,
Michael Jack 3

borhood, trooper.” l'mﬂlled
the trooper. But a lot of peo-
ple come out and it's, like,
Oh yeah, here’s this person,
and the women behave like,

they’re very creative, they're
different, and they’re open
to so many different things
in life, whether you take every-
thing they say literally is up
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People out here are just sur-
viving.” But the worst thing
was the weather and lack of

that’s what you git. The boats
that people don't live on and
don't take care of don't last
long. Whenever a big storm
hits, you get five-, six-foot
waves out here and they're
only this far apart [he spread
out his arms]. It's not like
waves at the beach that come

ing it and getting ready to
put a new line on there. You
can't just park a boat out here
and forget about it.™

The wind had picked
up again and shortly | thanked
Barry and Crystal and I took
my boat back to the hotel as
spray spattered across me
and my cap threatened to
remain in the A-8. There
were odd contradictions to
the anchorage. It was a place
where many people lived at
the brink of economic disaster;
where, if they weren't living
ona boat, they might be liv-

in prison, addicted to alco-
hol and various other sub-
stances and perhaps some
were still addicted. Yet there
existed a camaraderie rarely
found on land. They took
care of each other, and even

bles ( M'Tdml had

Cal e Phone Consultation & Video: bt (e e
itasa Peyton Place),
635-1996 or §00-943-3331 they made them up, Birth-
day cards, Christmas cook-
Ron Rothen M.D. | o e v
Board-Certified in Anti-Aging Medicine & Emergoncy Medicine storms, drownings, near star-
[ W CaliforniaAntiAging.com | ture. At the center of the A-
- 8 was Jim Morgan in Nep-
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tune’s Palace — not quite a
prince, not quite a daddy,

yetoyer
the salvation of quite a few
people. Certainly, in many
ways, he made their lifestyle
casier — perhaps even pos-
sible. And behind him were
Larry and Joyce Graf. Despite

its junkyard exteriorandbor-  vacuous smiles like people
derline cxisiencr, the A was  gavking at a carnival fresk
ity.How  show.
uddMluic:mwedrznds Yetthe A-isabout tobe
sondy windtheirwayamong It wasclearfrom what Senior
the barges and sailboats at  Officer Mario Martinez had
anchor with the well-dressed  saidthat sometime soon these

andaffiuent staring out with

people would be gone.

HEALTH

AT LasTt, A P1
You CaN REal
TALK WITH...

ASTIC SURGEON

YOUR DOCTOR’S MOST IMPORTANT
SKILL IS HIS ABILITY TO LISTEN.

Robert B. Pollack, M. Facs

PLASTIC AND COSMETIC SURGERY

Member of the American Sociery of
| Plasdc and Re

* Tumescent Liposculpture
* Facelifts

* Breast Enhancement

* Laser Hair Removal

* Tummy Tucks

6719 Alvarado Road, Suite 304
San Diego, CA 92120

(619) 582-9005

www.drpollack.com

they've of for that.
got to put in more stringent They've got 1k
el th

are anchored down there.
They’ve got to make sure
these vessels are seaworthy.
They've got to make sure
they've got some sort of facil-

BEAUTY

Call today for your FREE consultation and leéarn aboul
the latest uﬂhodoﬂtl: tectu\ique

people
going to become a hazard
for everybody else to con-
tend with. So that’sbeen the
issue all along. If it wasn't for
those things, I don't think

when it’s continually bom-
barded by nature. And I'm

extremely sympathetic 1o
those people, because it's a

Are you one of the many who suffer from:
¢ Nasal obstruction and mouth breathing ¢ Sinus infections and congestion
* Facial pressure and fullness * Snoring and post-nasal drp
1f so, Seate-of-the-Art Laser Technology can relieve your symptoms and allow you to
beeathe frecly again. Laser Technology i Fast, Painkcss, and Affordabl!
SAN DreGo LASER & SINUS CENTER *
6386 Alvarado Court, Suite 201, San Dicgo

Near Abvarado Hospital/SDSU
1:888.73-LASER (1:888.735-2737)

52 San Diego Reader Augus 3, 2000

_LASER HAIR REMOVAL

"0 you wou't ave o share I.nlxphdmn‘ FDA Approvefor Prmanens Hai Remor,
FAST + COMFORTABLE * AFFORDABLE » FOR MEN AND WOMEN

ll unwanted hair.

MICRODERMABRASION
New Skin in 45 minutes
Microdermabrasion i the most natural way t0 quickly and sacly
rejuvenate the look of your skin. By reducing of removing:
+ Blotchy, Dull Skin * Fine Lines + Excessive Skin Oi
« Wrinkles » Roughness + Sun Damage » Scars * Hyperpigmentation
Performed under direct supervision of Board-Certfid Facial Plastic Surgeons.
0

1-888-SD LASER
18887351737

LASIK RIGHT
FOR YOU?

LASIK rcsults and safcty depend on thorough
d and expert care. Discover One-to-One
ipproach to Laser Vision Correction

B Free LASIK consultat
Call toll-fr

1-877-LASIK-121

Sanford G. Feldman, M.D., FAC

g Avenue, S

MEN & WOMEN
Say goodbye to
unwanted hair!

Never
shave
Or wax
again!

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
A safe, gentle, fast
& effective alternative

to Electrolysis

Please call for a complimentary consuttation.

ADVANCED DERMATOLOGY AND LASER INSTITUTE
4655 Cass Street #406 + Pacific Beach

858.273.5423

Soit's not something the port
‘wants to get rid of, it’s some-
thing they want to enhance.
‘They want to make it better
for everyone. That’s the only
issue and concern, I think.
So that's just the way it is and
1 wish there was something
else we could do for them,
but at this point that’s the
only alternative.”

1 asked Martinez who I
might talk to at the Port
Authority about this and he
gave me some names. After
1 reached half a dozen dead
ends, [ received a call from
Diana Lucero, assistant direc-
tor of public relations for the

with Mi i
icrodermabrasion
SAFE AND EFFECTIVE
FOR ALL SKIN TYPES

—

= ™

Three Sessions 1295
Six Sessions 545
Nine Sessions 745

Port Authority. In order to
get the ball rolling, I said I'd
heard that the Port Author-
ity was intending 1o close
down the A-8.

“I don’t think that's
true,” she told me. “It's not
anarea that we plan to close
atany time soon, but we are
in the preliminary stages of
looking into regulations for
some issues — such as the
size and condition of the
boats and possibly requiring
permits”

That was pretty much
it. Further questions elicited
similar answers. Regulations.
such as Martinez and Lucero
suggested — if they were
enacted — would drive out
most of the people now liv-
ing in the A-8 and most likely
get rid of the barges and
houseboats as well. What
does it mean, “the prelimi-
nary stages of looking into™?

When 1 had first gone
out to the A-8, my friend
James Spring had said,
“What're you going to do,
hold down the little guy?
These people in South Bay are
h o
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