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We welcome letters pertaining
fo the contents of the Reader.
You may phone them in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460;
address them to Letters to the
Editor, Box 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; e-mail them
to letters@sdreader.com; or
fax them to 619-231-0489.
Please include your name,
address, and

Letters may be edited for length
and clanity.

Harn's True Colors
Jay Harn is not the small-
town wannabe Joseph Pulitzer
Nancy Cary made him out to
be (“City Lights,” March 16).
He has slaughtered one of East
County's best newspaper
chains and the area's sole daily
1o make the low-grade East
County Californian.

I worked three and a half
years on what was to become
Harn's East County Commun
ity Newspaper “empire
Before Harn bought it out,
Forum Publications ran six
newspapers, each for an area
of East County (the areas were
La Mesa, EI Cajon, Lemon
Grove, Spring Valley/Casa de
Oro, Santee, and Lakeside).
The editor, Steve Saint, ran
his papers as weeklies, which
allowed him 1o run large
investigative pieces. Saint has
been the only ex-Green Party
Catholic reporter/editor/pub-
lisher [ have encountered in
San Diego journalism. A good
example of this magazine
mentality was the piece he
wrote when the national
media (including 60 Minufes)
reported that a Memorial Day
kegger erupted into 2 hate
crime. The hate crime came
from police preconceptions
when they came on the scene
and the sodden memaries of
the drunk witnesses. All of
the writers wrote feature
picces, ineluding myself, who
did the only undercover jour
nalism in the 40-year history
of the papers: a mostly
tongue-in-cheek “exposé” of
the Christian Coalition.

But all good things end,
and Forum became Harn's
ECCN in 1999. Steve had
been producing the paper
from the back room of his La
Mesa home, and he was sick
of it. (Literally. His small chil-
dren kept giving him the colds
and other viruses they were
collecting from their class-
mates.) Trudy Saint, Steve’s
wife, was also exhausted by
the dual loads of motherhood
and layout production. Harn
put on the nice face he showed
Nancy Cary and asked Steve if
he wanted 0 amalgamate. At
the time, Harn claimed that he
feared being bought out by
somebody else. When Steve
announced the merger at the
Alamir restaurant on El Cajon
Boulevard, my stomach sank.
My fears were proven correct.
After all the newspaper stuff was
taken out of Steve’s rental
and installed at the Santee
office, Harn showed his true

colors. Saint left first; he now
lives out of state. Al of the
other writers who didn't e-
mail stories in left except for
sportswriter/political
editorialist Greg Eichelberger
and Joe Naiman, who were

dailies. All stories are written
like daily pieces na matter

en they happened. Though
he has two offices, all the
work is done in Alpine.

What [ can say s that Harn
has provided, again and again,
a forum for the Christian
Coalition-minded to mouth
off. Aside from the “repent or
burn in hell” letters from —
it seems — Santee denizens,
Beverly Wyer of the religious
publication the Good News,
Etc. wrote a reminder for all
ECCN readers to vote for
Proposition 22 in the last
clection. What gets me is that
1 see all these unread East County
Californian issues at restaurants,
libraries, and around Grossmont
College; how did 22 pass?

Jake Christie

Something Positive
About Alpine

It was nice to see a story about
our town of Alpine in your
March 16 issue (“City Lights”).

It was disappointing, how
ever, to read the negative slant
on i, as it seemed to air our
town's dirty laundry.

Yes, sadly, there are issues
in Alpine that divide friends
and neighbors. Your writer,
Nancy Cary, seemed 1o cut to
the core of them — growth, in
general, and specifically, the
proposed Albertson's store.

1 would like your readers
10 know, however, a few things
about the positive side of Alpine.

Alpine has made national
ory — in a unique and
positive way

We have a communitywide
project known as Sage and
Songbirds, and through this
effort, Alpine has been declared
as the nation’s First Commun
ity Wildlife Habitat by procla
mation of the National Wild
life Federation.

The Sage and Songbirds
project knows no political
bounds. It incluges no-growth
ers and developers and many
peaple in-between. Those
with huge estates, as well as
apartment and condo dwellers,
are involved. Young couples,
families, and senior citizens
all participate.

Sage and Songbirds is about
every person taking small steps
10 care for the humming-
ds, butterflies, and song-
ds that we share our town
with. Over 130 local residents
and businesses have taken the
additional step of having
their yard certified by the
National Wildlife Federation
as a “backyard habitat.”

We invite your readers to
attend our Third Annual Sage
and Songbirds Festival, May 6
and 7, in downtown Alpine to
see the other side of the town
they have read

Maureen Austin
Alpine

eader

City Lights
Frantic land grabs in Tijuana's rough margins;
and City Lights shorts

‘March 30, 2000

Uncontroversial public art in Normal Heighis....
Straight From the Hip
Matthew Alice confronts the insanity of

be chickens, and much mort 10

The Sporting Box

Patrick Daugherty compares Alex Spanos to a hungry rat .14
Sheep and Goats

Final Harvest's grape juice and wafers

intrigue Abe OpInCar ...........u.. .18
Sightseer

Star Trek hippychicks. By Justin Wolff... i8
Tip of My Tongue

Bitter yams. By Max Nash 22
What Would We Do for Uncle Sam?

Today's unpatriotic youth. By Matthew Lickona 24
Invasion of the Tall Builldings

Why San Diego doesn't scrape the sky.

By Susan V: 32
Good-Bye to Booze

Lush-life sayonara. By Geoffrey Firmin. 48
Off The Cuff.... 141
Puzzie 143
Picture Story 147
T.Q.LF.

John Brizzolara swims with the love-sharks... ..181

Best Buys
Sweater-restoration specialists put back
what maths take away

Kid Stuff
Fear keeps Albrights awake

CALENDAR

Events Highlight and Guide
David Owen Dryden’s whole-wheat architecture
Reading
Anita Brookner: Undue Influence.
Roam-O-Rama
Trailmaster Schad travels a deeply
rutted trail near Alpine
Art Museum and Gallery Guide ...
Classical Music Review and Guide
The San Francisco Symphony brings
Mendelssohn and Shostakovich to the
Civic Theater. Review by Jonathan Saville.
Theater Review and Guide
Jeff Smith reviews South Coast Rep's
The Beauty Queen of Leenane .
Pop Music

Blurt

74

A Solana Beach artist crafts big, bold, brassy guitars...
Cities captured in sound.

Movie Review and Guide

Duncan Shepherd counts off another four ....
Restaurant Reviews and Guide

Max Nash

generous, E ki

Our Frugal Tongue says “aloha” to National City.
Learning to be a professional wine-buff isn't cheap.

Page 102

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads

Antiques & Collectibles......... 176
Bicycles.... )
Business []pporlunmﬂ 145
Career Training .. i
Cars

Car Parts & Accessories,

Employment Agencies ....
Employmenn Seriices
For Sale ........
Health & H(nm
Help Wanted .
Lessons
Massage .
Matches
Matoreycles .
usic.. .
Notices
Parent Resources..
Personals
Pets
PRO0 cioi covcrisseiviinn
Real Estate
Rentals, Commercial........
Rentals, Residential
Rental Services ...
Roommates.
Roommate Services

anted......... .
Wedding/Party Guide

Display Ads

Automotive 169
Getaways ..

Great Escapes............ -
Health and Beauty.................52
Help Wanted

Instruction....

Mus

Services..
Sports and Fitness.
Wedding Guide ..

€ 0007 ‘0¢ ey apeay oaiq ueg



TY L GHTS

4 San Diego Reader March 30,

An archive of City Lights stories can now be searched or the Intenet
com

Going to the source with nirco-related violence
raging in Tijuana and beginning to cross aver into San Dicgo,
abig real estate project along the Mexican border — complete
with conference center, hatel, swimming pool, and a shopping
center — might not seem exactly a solid bet, But the man be-
hind the multibillion-dollar real estate outfit that just took over
the so-called San Ysidro International Gateway project has some
recent hands-on exposure to Latin America’s drug wars. Forty
cight-year-old Joseph Rabert, who founded L.E. Robert Cos
of McLean, Virginia, about 20 years ago, is said to have made his
billions by investing in distressed properties dumped by the
government during the nation's savings-and-loan debacle. Ear
Tier this month, according to a report in last week's Washington
Post, Robert joined James Kimsey, cofounder and chairman
emeritus of America Online, on an unorthodox journey into the
jungles of Colombia. The goal of the trip, sanctioned by Golom
bian president , was 10 persuade Marxist rebels
linked to the drug trade there to stop fighting, become capital
ists, and go into business. Although the U.S. State Department
tried to talk the men out of their mission, according 1o the Post,
Kimsey and Robert sat down on March 3 in the jungle camp of
Armed Forces leader Manuel They
pitched him on giving up the drug trade, as well as the extor
tion and kidnapping he's infamous for. Did entreprencurial
power prevail? The jury is still out, Kimsey and Robert told the
Post, though Marulanda did declare that “communism is dead.

1 want my dumb TV TV siation owners all over the
country are trying.to figure out what to make of al the new dig-

CITY LIGHTS

ital-television options flooding the market. T
erything from high-definition TV {0 so-called “smart” set-top
boxes that would allaw instant polling and viewer play-along
game shows. And though San Diego is said to be one of Amer-
ica's most tech-savvy Web markets, at least
one local television executive wants no part
of it. Mike McKinnon, owner of KUSI, Chan-
nel 51, t0ld a recent meeting of TV-manage
ment gurus that he won't be the first fo de-
ploy the fancy digital systems being touted
by the likes of Microsoft and AOL In the San
Diego market, McKinnon said, “I'm going to
be the No. 3 o No. 4 guy in digital. | want
Mike Mckinnon  the other guys to get an arrow in the back.”
According tothe account of the meeting run by Communicarions
Daily, McKinnon added ruefully, “My picce of the pie is getting
smaller” .. At least one local firm is getting some mileage out of
the high oil prices. Tomen Power, which makes windmills to
generate electrical power, is a partner in a new venture o build
100 wind turbines on Sevenmile F r Rawlins, Wyoming,

I e

Missing in action sun Diego Library Commusioner
Mary Walshok, named by lame-duck mayor Susan Golding
1o become commission chairperson and push for a new down:
town library, has been absent from about 40 percent of com
imission meetings over the last two years, according 1o a review
of the group’s minutes. Walshok runs UCSD's extension pro-
grams... U.C. Regents have approved that new Lowe Enterprises
hotel and conference center at UCSD. At the same meeting, the
regents, who include San Dicgo's John Davies and John
Moores, signed off on some record salaries for UC bigwigs, in-
cluding $172,000 for Peter R. Taylor, deputy director for com
putational science and scientific computing, San Diego Super
computer Center. Other fat UC salaries awarded include
$280,000 to Michael V. Drake, M.D., vice president, health af
fairs, Office of the President, and $200,000 for Alex M.
Saragoza, vice president, educational outreach. Michael S.
Thomas, associate director for strategic planning, San Fran
cisco campus, was awarded a $210,000 salary, Joseph P.

allinkx, senior vice president, business and finance, picked
up §270,000 ... Ex-pro football player Bob Thomas, who once
kicked briefly for the Chargers back in 1985, has won the Re
publican primary for a seat on the Illinois Supreme Court
Thomas, who became famous in Illinais when he played for
the Chicago Bears after being cut by the Chargers, was endorsed
by his ex-coach, Mike Ditka.

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips published in this col-

uman. Call our voice mail at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax

your tip to 619-235-3096.

The Land Invaders

By Bill Manson

ves where the border fence

Dnn Manuel |
ends, in the mountains east of Tijuana.
He’s heard about the murder of the police

chief, about the exccution of
the lawyer who represented the
man allegedly behind Tijuana’s
drug cartel. But Don Manuel is
86 years old and 2000 feet
above the city. And here, where
horses are for transport and
pigs are for eating and cactus
fields are for harvesting and
candles light the night, he has
a morc immediate problem:
people have bulldozed his
neighbor's houses. Now they re
selling lots on a triangle of the
land that he and Don Gabino
Moreno Santana, the president
of their land association, say is
theirs.

Tonight a district attorney
for the state of Baja California
has come to hear their story
Everyone gathers around a fire
on the dirt floor of the com

munity hall, which took them a
decade 1o build. They talk
while Senora Alma barbecues
carne asada and heats tortillas
on a metal rack. This meal is.a
thank you to the DA for his ef

farts. The smoke curls up and
out through the space in the
brick wall where a window will
be. There's still no electric light
ot windows ar floor, so Don
Manuel draws a map in the
dust with a stick, “The bull

doters from the ejido [govern

ment-granted group-owned
lands] down the hill just came
onc day and destroyed our
homes.” says Isabel Félix. "No
warning. They destroyed the
furniture, everything. They
even smashed the water tank.
1t was a gaod thing the people
were at work, otherwise they

Don Gambino at bulldozed site

wouldn't_even have their
clothes and tools.”

Licenciado “Pérez” (who
asked that his real name not be
used) eats his carne asada and
tortilla and beans, sips from a
bottle of Tecate beer, and lis-
tens. A Baja California state dis
trict attorney, he has made the
hour-long journey, half of it
over rocky, unpaved steep gully
roads, to find out about this
group’s claims

“Alma wrote a complaint
against the people.”says Isabel.
“The [municipal | police came.
But they just looked and left
Don Gabine went to private
lawyers, gave them money.
Nothing happened! Then he
asked peaple where he could go
to get justice. And they told him
about the licenciado and the
Unidad Orgdnica Contra De-
spajos |the (state) unit against
real estate land theft]. He didn't
expect much. He is so happy
that the licenciado actually
came up 10 us, to sec. Licenci
ado Pérez, he is like a gos

She laughs, but she means it

Pérez's day started around 9:00
this morning, like most of his
‘mornings at the downtown Ti-

Eastern Tijuana

juana office that he shares with
four other attorneys of the
Ministerio Piiblico, the state po
lice and district attorney head
quarters, near the bullring.

It's difficult to find the cin
derblock house, tucked behind
the main building. This is
where most Tijuana murders
and robberies are investigated
Blue vans pull up and disgorge
handuffed felons. Plainclothes
state cops stand around in the
sun with square black pistols
stuffed into their jeans. Some
snack on papaya and cottage
cheese and honey from Pedro’s
fruit stand. Appellants ap
proach public writers — es
erutorios publicos — to help
them fill out forms. Smooth
suited defense attorneys in jack
cts and shades bustle up and
down the sidewalk, looking out
for their clients.

Among the day's clump of
people gathered outside the
garden of the Unidad Orgdnica
Cantra Despajos, Don Gabino
and a worried-looking woman
(who identified herself anly as
Margarita) wait for Pérez with
armloads of papers and plans
Like everybody else, they're

continued on page 6
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A Local’s Colors

By Ernie Grimm

San Diego has been host to a number of
public-art fiascoes. Most recent was
Nancy Rubins’s boat-hull leviathan, which

was planned ta span Harbor
Drive. Public outery unk that
before it happened.
memories of New \’urh artist
Ellsworth Kelly's concrete arch
and steel monolith planned for
Embarcadero Park and fellow
New Yorker Vito Acconci’s air-
plane-parts sculpture garden at
Spanish Landing, Both of those
19805 projects were killed before
they materialized
Heading the list of public-art
disasters in San Diego is the late
Split Pavilion in Carlsbad. In
1987, the City of Carlsbad paid
yetanother New York City artist,
Andrea Blum, $20,000 to design
a piece of public art for an
ocean-front plot at the comer of
Carlsbad Boulevard and Ocean
Street. The result, unveiled in
January 1992, was 7500 square
feet of erect steel bars, concrete,
and reflecting pools. Carlsbad’s
residents proclaimed the Split

structed their ocean view. In
June 1998, they voted in a bal
lot referendum to remove the
pavilion. The razing began Jan
uary 5 of last ycar. Back in New
York, Blum scoffed, “If this is
what the community [of Carls
bad] is interested in doing, it sort
of shows that it is pathetic,
frankly”

When it was all over, Carls-
bad had spent aver $500,000 on
the desig; d de-

of respect for art. But artist Leila
Van Weelden of Normal Heights
looks back on the Split Pavilion
as a mistake on all sides. The les-
son, says Van Weelden, is “in-
volvement in the community.
“The artist needs (0 be in touch
with the ity at large,

[ I S A S

L.A. Butit's not San Dicgo, it is
ot San Diego.”

To Van Weelden, knowledge
of the particular region in which
a piece of public art will be ex-
hibited and consideration for
the people of that region is what
determines the success of public
art. “Take the Split Pavilion
again.” she explains, “She was
looking for something in the
shadews cast by the bars. | think
she came in and thought,'How
can | make a very visible artistic
statement here?’ She was as-
suming that people in Carlsbad
are going to be thinking along
the lines that she and people in
New York think. Maybe in New
York rt crits !

not just the arts community, be-

cause the arts community isn't
solely wha they are represent

ing. You have to be in touch with
who the people re in the neigh

borhood. And if the community
is somewhat conservative, the
artist has 10 acknowledge that

There was a lack of relationship
amang the artist, those funding
her work, and the community
asawhole”

Van Weelden, 42, has painted
two murals along Adams Av.
enue in Normal Heights. One is
on the exterior of Park Place
Screen & Glass on the corner of
Adams Avenue and Felton
Street. The other ison a wall ad
jacent to the Comer Wash Laun
dromat's parking lot at 35th
Street and Adams. A small, ex
pressive woman who floats from
topic to topic in conversation,
Van Weelden wears cream-col
ored jeans and a brown slceve-
less sweater, Leaning against a
refrigerator size utility box on
the sidewalk next (¢ her Park
Place mural, she continues her
comments. “It was the same
thing with that boat-hull project
'she says. “What she

struction of the Split Pavilion.
Some in the arts community de

cried the coastal community’s
actions, which they saw as a lack

created would be fantastic on
Melrose Avenue fin Los Ange-
les]. [t exuded L.A. to me. You'd
expect something like that in

out and discuss how the shad
ows fell and the contrast of the
bars against the sea, But, I'm
sorry, in Carlshad?You're not go-
ing 1o get that. She should have
known that, and it should never
have gotten to the point where
the city had ta strip something
ow

n.
Judging from the pedestri
ans who stop to compliment
Van Weelden on her mural, her
art has met acceptance in the
Normal Heights community,
About 15 feet tall and 30 feet
long, this mural is set against a
mauve background in two win-
dowlike frames. In the lefi frame,
ateenage girl drives an open-top
1901 Mercedes, her long curly
‘hair streaming behind her. In the
right frame, a man in his carly
205 drives a 1953 Packard, He
leans to his right and peers out
the passenger-side window at
the viewer. The background in
both frames is a mountainside
covered with golden grass and
coniferous trees. It reminds me
of the area around Lake Cuya
maca. Van Weelden nods,
“Right. The Laguna Mountains
I wanted to incorporate the
landscape of San Diego County”™
1 lak Van Weelden how she
arrived at the final idea for the
mural. She pauses and her cyes

J. D. Crowe
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squint as she looks back six
months. “Let's see;”she says, “my
first cue was to make some kind
of allusion to antique row here
on Adams Avenue. | figured the
landscape was & way to get the
antique, earthy feeling, My sec-
ond cue was to make an allusion
to Park Place Screen & Glass
That's how | came up with the
window theme, like two win
dows in time. So that's where it
stands, the two images moving
from the past toward the pre
sent-day intersection, from 1901
101953 10 2000
These ideas didn't occur (o
Van Weelden — who came 1o
San Diego via Phoenix, Van
cauver, and her hometown of
Aurora, Ontario — out of the
blue, Research, knowledge of the
community, and luck went into
the process. Faced with the blank
wall and two minimal cues from
the owner of Park Place Screen
& Glass, Van Weelden says she
“went to the library, In this case
1looked at a lot of historical
photographs. San Dicgo has a
really rich photographic history.
The idea of two shots moving
by was because this was an in
tersection, and there was car ac
tivity, and | wanted it to look like
itwas reflecting what was going
on atthe main street here. I did-
't want to do anything too
crazy, t0o off the wall, because
I've found that in San Dicgo, to

you want o stay

a little conservative. So [ col
lected old photographs of cars
and street scenies in San Diego
Then a guy down the street who
collects Packards came along
with 4 hood ornament and a
catalog of Packards, and he was
totally supportive. [t was going
to be a Cadillac, but he talked
me into making it a Packard
Talking about the painted
Packard reminds Van Weelden
of a story. “1 could not get this
" she taps the mural just be
low the dark-haired driver of the
Packard,“to look like any of the
movie-star faces | wanted him
look like. So finally | decided,
“T'm just going to let it ook L=
whoever it ends u
Wel have » e ho s,
this area whose son was kid-
napped and taken to Lebanon.

L Van Weelden (right)

She swears that | have unknow-
ingly painted her son. I've since
seen a photograph and it does
Iook like him — same hair and
facial structure, Around Christ
mas, she was coming here every
day and sitting here soothing
herself. She took it completely
seriously”

Five blocks east, at the cor.
ner of Adams and 35th, stands
the Corner Wash Laundromat
Tothe left of the Laundromat is
a small parking lot, and on the
lefi of the lot stands a brick wall
that's been painted white. In the
center of that wall is Van
Weelden's secund mural, a dark-
skinned wornan in a royal-blue
dress speckled with stars. She's
bending over a garment she is
laundering by hand. Her long

continuesd on page 9
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Land
invaders

contimtd rom page 4
here ta complain of land inva
sion. In a city where only 25
percent of the population is sat
isfactorily housed and 80,000
new settlers arrive cach month,

T cCITY LI

this is one of the busiest sec-
tions of state law enforcement.

Pérea sits in the back office
hearing the denuncias, accusa:
tions, by traditionally dressed
peaple from the edge of town.

“This is my work. I sit here
and listen to landowners come
in and denounce squatters,”
says Pérez. “If our research

GHTS C

backs them up, we enforce. We
give the squatters on their land
72 hours to move.

It's rarely as simple as that

“This is nothing like it was,"
says Pérez,a quick, short man
‘who enjoys people. He says that
back in the "80s there were lit-
erally tens of thousands of
squatters. It was out of hand:

TY L

GHTS

Peaple with no money coming
north for work, some of the 26
million Mexicans who live in
extreme poverty and 40 million
who are considered poor (ac-
cording to Mexican-govern-
ment figures quoted by
Reuters). They may have had
jobs in the maquiladoras but
nowhere o live.
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What to
expect
icon

“The problem with land in
‘Mexico, mostly on the borders,
is the great number of immi-

grants from says
Pérez. “Too many people; not
enough housing for rent and so
few houses for sale. And the
ones that are average $2000 —
100 expensive for these immi-

continued on page 8
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« Highly qualified surgeons and staff

« Tens of thousands of satisfied customers worldwide

+ More advanced technology in more countries than any other
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LASER EYE CENTERS, INC.

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

#1-877-SEE-ICON

www.iconlasik.com
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+ 24 Station Presets » Z-Enhancer EQ Select
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SPEAKER SYSTEMS
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wa'll refund 100X of your money’
- s——— 1 T T W W aTE W Wi

S ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE.
Not valid with certain plans of insurances. One coupon per patient
Offers may not be combined Vakd through 4720/00. See office for detas
THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN EYE CARE PROVIDERS...
Unlike practices that offer only very imiedd services, we provide 3 full ange of medical optometric, and optical eye care options at “guaranteed

prices e wil el o aeac e ary b epon comeetyour ndvidia neads Why consder  pacticethaeorly ofrs ricad ervice!

EYE EXAM *44 (Gprometric mn:)

For glasses. Incudes cararact check and glaucoma test.

CONTACT LENS EXAM & SERVDCES 79
Includes ¢ <t lens ficung, ins
Care i . fokmup i

EYEGLASSES 49" COMPLETE

Cheose from a huge selection of current scyles, including plastic

single-vision lenses. 2nd pair $44.50, Bifocals $20 additional each.

o s oun FREE BREAKAGE REPLACEMENT:"

PROGRESSIVE BIFOCALS *99

Includes frame & Elegance progressive lenses e
26100 May not be combined with other offers BAL OPTIMA FwP" g '3 #
BAL SOFLENS 66 per -pack ... 13 ipuey
GUARANTEE we it or ot s BaLPUREVISION™ e 3t 31 ;ﬁ
wth your glasses or coneacts within 60 dys, we wil EXTENDED WEAR 2 ps UTLERN |

*Aher rebute. Restrictions apmr 7 soe ofce for deuih.
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITIVE FRICE'
oncacts and glasses

Just come in to any of our locations and we will beat any price on %! We will not be undersold
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED. GI..ASSES DUPI.ICATED.
Most insurance. Medi-Cal Vision and Service Plans accepted. Offers valid with this ad. See offices for details.
EXTENDED SATURDAY & EVENING HOURS

To be automatcally connected t the nearest eye care center,please cal

1-800-346-EYES .
+ College arealla Mesa 619-697-4600 + El CajoniWest 619.17.5055

+ B Cajon/East 619-440-5400 » Chiremonu/Mira Mesa 858-565-8822 - Alpine 6194452687

+ EscondidolVis/RB 760-743-5872 = South Bay 619-470-2700

refund your money! See office for detas.

Land
invaders

contimued from page 6
grants from litile towns with no
moncy.
“So these people started to
organize in the early '70s. They
went up to the empty hills and
claimed the land for them-
sclves, saying that the nation
snmuugm (land] to its people,
'Lhcamnmman guar-

CITY LIGHTS

them!”

Pérez pores over plans until
he finds ane house that's occu-
pied. He stops, marks the place

* on the plan, tucks his gun into

the back of his trousers, and
goes to speak to two people
working in the small garden.
“I'm afraid you are going to
have to leave,” he says. “Seventy-
two hours”
“But I'm a federal-educa-
tion employee " says the man
‘And I'm a nalbzd\.\ulmu
1ys the woman,

education, good bt i n
place to live with dignity.

“Then the state [counter-

ed by] approving new laws,
mcludvng this despojo f!hmy
law to try to stop the illegal in
vasion of land. But for the gov-
ernment it was very difficult to
try o grab these thousands of
people and put them all in jail.
Complete families. It became a
conflict between the law and a
social problem the government
had 1o deal with™

As he talks, Pérez signs
<court orders and correspon-
dence witha swirling signature.
He says the state eventually cre-
ated a less stringent law. Squat
ters would still be tossed off the
land, but state and federal agen-
cies would offer them govern-
ment land to buy at rock-bot-
tom prices — say, $700 to
$1000 — with low or no-inter-
est drip payment.

“If they leave within 72
‘hours, we don't prosecute,” he
says. "And the government is
working on their case to pro-
vide land for them. A big part
of Tijuana is growing because
of these kinds of settlements™

Pérez points to a distin-
guished-looking older man in
a big hat waiting outside. “That
gentleman has been in jail be
cause he took land and profi-
teered from the migrants
Lideres saciales like him manip
ulated immigrants into invad
ing land and then, in effect,
making them pay protection
money.”

But times are changing.
“Land invasions are down 80
percent since the 19805, but
there will be new waves. The
government has got o find new
ways to provide land to the
people”

The wnusual thing about
Pérea's office is that, unlike
maost bureaucracies, he and his
colleagues don't just sit and
read files. "Paper is cruel,” Pérez
says,“and sometimes deceptive.
1like to look into people’s faces,
see the land, find out what's go-
ingon”"

Half an hour later that's ex-
actly what he's doing. He
swings off the highway to
Rosarito and up a pitted road
102 housing development.
Building appears to have
stopped halfway through con-
struction, Margarita is here, sit-
ting up front with Pérez. She
points o certain houses.
ighty houses,” she says.
“That's what the teachers’
union was supposed to get. But
they've taken aver 100, includ-
ing mine. They're living in

Dulce ‘And |[wu the state de-
veloper umm project who told
us, 'Move

“The best thing,” says Pérez
aware of the lives he is turning
upside-down, “is not to wait the
72 hours. Come see our office
with your papers”

An hour later we are bumping
through the northeasternmost
colonia of Tijuana, Las Torres.
This is Rinconada Dos. The
road is like a potholed roller

coaster ride. Rinconada Dos is
one of Tijuanas newest settle

ments. Four years ago it I3
empty land. Snaking down into
the gully, we ease back up the
other side while a blue-and

white bus labeled El Darado
comes lurching by. Plywood
shacks dot the hillsides, a few
houses too. But it's rough and
mostly dirt-scrabble.

“You work out how long it
would take a patrol car 0 come
here to [a crime scene].” says
Pérez, “Can you imagine? It
makes it s0 easy for a criminal
to go hide. And you wonder
how big-time criminals start?
There are no parks here. There
are no places for the kids to en
joy themselves. Al these things
create an impact on the grow
ing child. They hear songs on
the radio saying how well paid
a drug dealer gets to be. And
they see drug-dealers driving
new cars. Then they see their
father working in @
maquiladora and not improv
ing [his income]. The message
is clear: Keep going on the right
way and end up living like this,
or risk a little and live like a
king”

Gustavo Herndndez, who's
been sitting in the back, directs
Pérez upa steep, empty hill to a
flat space on its shoulder. Don
Gabino and Hector Villalvazo
come to meet Pérez, then escort
him to the land they believe has
been stolen from their property,
the Grarjas Familiares [Family
Farms], “Division del Norte”

*Divisidn del Norie was Pan
cho Villa's famous division.
right?” Pérez asks Villalvazo.
“Right” answers Villalvazo.

What we sec is not exactly a
war zone, but concrete slabs
where small houses once stood
dot the slope. Fences have gone
up, lots marked out, a few
houses constructed. The siege
mood is deepened by the sight
of the rusty international bor-
der fence dividing the hill be-
yond. Dan Gabino paints 10 a
small house painted with signs.
in the distance. "Oficina Ejido
Matamoros,” says the main
sign. “Nueva Direccién”

cIT LIGHTS

Pérez says he'll have to re-
search this issue before acting.
Gabino asks if we'll come to the
“community hall."

The hall stands unfinished
beside a school that went up
with the help of San Diego’s
Rotary Club. Inside the hall,
coals glow and smoke rises.
Gradually you can make out
the men and women gathered
here to thank Pérez for taking
an interest; since the problem
started two years ago, this is of-
ficialdom's first recognition.
They hand out beers and start
cooking the carne asada.

Don Manuel wants to talk
about his cactus patch, which
gives him “50 to 60 cases of
nopales every week™ to sell. But
Pérez wants to talk business.

“Don Manuel, hear me
Have you been living here for
14 or 15 years? You know how
things are?”

Yes."

“Who had the land fenced?
Wha are the owners of the land
they say has been invaded? s it
these [people] here?”

“Yes
“Were the lands fenc

es.
“And then the [other] ejido
showed up?”

Nes™

“And
fences?

they tore down

“And they down
houses?”™

“Yes!

“That's what 1 wanted you
10 tell me. How long ago was it
ths ey this?”
baut two years ago.”

How long?

“Two years ago”

“When can you come and
| ke a deposition] Tomorrow?”

“Whenever you want.”

“Then tomorrow, the oth
ers will bring you [down to Ti
juana] so you can make a state
ment. Let's go.”

“He'll make ane of the
strongest witnesses,” Pérez says
half an hour later, as we bump
back down toward the valley of
lights that is Tijuana, “Even if
the people from the other ejida
have their own maps, it won't
help. Because they took the law
into their own hands. They de
stroyed other people’s shelter.
They should have come to us.”

Nearer fown, a3 we w;
a snarl of buses and pickups to
untangle, Prez exhales a satis-
fied sigh.

“Th

tore

for

what I love doing
he says. “My official lunchtime
is 3:00 to 6:00. But I could tell
in my office that these people
had real problems. And what
more interesting lunch could
you have?”

It is 7:00 p.m. by the time
we arrive back at state-palice
headquarters. A light shines in
the office; Pérez's secretary is
there alone. Out in the garden
Pérez sees a shadow. A woman
stands up and comes into the
light. It’s Dulce from the gov-
ernment housing project. She's
beén waiting since 6:00. She
begs the licenciado ta see her
now and tell her if her papers
are really not legal. m

A local’s
colors

contimsd fios pogs §
black hair hangs down over her
shoulders. She has deep-set,
dark eyes, high cheekbones, and
full lips. “There was a huge
[graffii] tag on this wall” Van

CITYLIGHTS

Weelden says. “If you look
closely, you can see where the
outline of the large letters is. |
came out here one day and
asked the Laundromat owners
if they minded if | did a mural
They said go right ahead, so [
pulled out some paint and
started working on it. | didn't
have any preconceived notions

CITY L GHTS

of what I wanted to do. [ just
came out here with my paints

mat, but | didn’t have any
sketches. 1 enjoyed daing this. |
like the kind of art | dowhenit’s
just from the moment™

Van Weelden, who teaches

CITY LIGHTS

art and says she's not just a mu-
ralist but works in “all of the
mediums.” did the Laundromat
mural gratis. Her fee for the Park
Place Screen & Glass mural was
$1800, not all of which she's col-
lected. It took over a month for
her o paint the mural. She says
it would be & “long shot and &
very slow shot” to make a living

CITY L GCGHTS

doing only murals. “There is a
business side to this.” she says.
“that some people may have a
talent for. I'm not the sharpest
business person, frankly. I think
more in creative than analytical
terms. F've found that, for most
pmph:. you can either be a good

business person or a good artist.
1¢'s hard to be both."

Apparently, other banks
have a fairly loose definition
of the word “free.”

teller fees, fees 1o rerurn your cancelled checks and annoying things like direct deposit

requirements. Forrunately, ar Washington Mutual, our Free Checking isnt “essentially

free” or

requirements and no hoaps 1o jump through. The way we figure ic, the word “frec”

is not a eative e, {L €8 s make a fan out of you.}

to give them a dictionary as you're pulling your account. Call it a partin

To open your Free Checking account, stop by your nearest Washington Mutual Financial Center or cail 1-800-788-7000.

free with certain restrictions,

Open a free checking account at most banks and you'd beceer be prepared

1 open your waller. 100, Because their free checking typically comes with

Ir's rotally tree, with no hidden tees, no balance

(. just in case the people at your current bank dont know that, you might want |

(]

Washington
Mutual

‘monthly, fecs.
3. Mo per check charge.

' 4.No minimum balance

requirement.

5. No charge to talk to a teller o
telephone banker.

6. No direct deposi requiremen.

7. Free V'-'
8. Free,
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Uv?::;my loopier friends, Brian Kitlinger, claims that Kentucky Fried Chicken uses genetically
engineered *nube chickens" instead of real chickens for their tasty meals, Since Brian puts such faith in
your wisdom, could you please set him straight concering this insanity?

— Rob Collier, Escondido

Haow did Brian miss KFC g P
of those way-popular drumsticks per bird? Urban-legendheads have to keep up, Brian. KFC's
boneless, beakless, featherless “tube chickens™ have been rumored since the mid-'90s, at least. The
basic story says the Colonel dropped his old franchise name because the government wouldn't let
him call the gene-tweaked blob of protein a “chicken.” Nonsense, of course. I'd never send anyone
1o the Intemet for facts, but in this case you can find many denials of the rumor there, and it will
save you the cost f a phone call to the chicken researchers at the University of New Hampshire.
And because we've had an alarming influx of urban-legend questions lately, our Committce
to Educate an Ungrateful Public offers these tips for spotting them before they get to me: 1. Does
the story involve a famous name, especially one recently in the news! 2. Is it shocking, grisly, disgusting,
titillating, or subversive? 3. Did you read it on a website called “Justin's Shredding Home Page™ 4
Does Justin include his own movie reviews and links to hundreds of Star Trek pages? 4. Are more
than 30% of Justin’s words misspelled? 5. Do more than 50% of his sentences end with at least three
exclamation points? This is just the beginner's list. Let me know if you or Brian need more

Dear Matthew Alice:
Who do 1 furm to when no one clse has the answer? You, of course. Water finds its awn level, right?
RIGHT? Then: explain the need for the Panama Canal. Except for tides and waves, all oceans should
be level. Some educated people looked at me with raised eyebrows when | asked this question,

— Eileen Serritella, San Diego

| THROW AWAY YOUR READING GLASSES!

Had Lasik and still need reading glasses?

Never worn glasses but need readers?
Brand-new non-laser procedure - Ist fime offenvd in North America!
Leamn about this revolutionary, totally reversible procedure: Call us for consultation

FOR NEARSIGHTEDNESS » FARSIGHTEDNESS » ASTIGMATISM
Which procedure is best for you? ‘

Nonsurgical Lasik Surgery
Orthokeratology Our office provides
| Special contact lenses improve expenenced pre- and post-op

| vision for many patients | co-management care

CALL FOR A CONSULTATION.

Successor to Dr. Michael Satteres, 0.D. 3445 Midway Drive, Suite |

Gaing

10 San Diego &

858-274-3777 619-224-2973
Dr. Kristie Homuth, 0.D. Dr. Robert Homuth, O.D.
Mission Bay Professional Bldg, Walk-in patients welcome

2168 Balboa Ave., Suite 1
Professional Eyecore for Over 20 Years.

Boutn on

right o Garmen 3 ek — Near Sports Arena.
CRNR NS 8-S N v |_\ Taka Rosecrans exit off B or 5 frosway
i 1 block past Sports Arena Bivd. Right

Tana Crnnt A 291 o B, o ¢t
L, T g o ey 1 Balboa a ﬁ"‘ on Midway Drive
B N e =
1T v [ &
5 *Must prasent \ o~
.
Baboa | jhis adal time of | NO%, A =
T service No other NN J
& discounts apply. L > s |

And you've turned to usjust in the nick of time, Eileen. Not a moment to spare. One of the reasans
dals t get built was P y everybody on the pla

wanted to do what you imply — dig a han-sea-level ditch the isthi d then stand
back and let water find its own level. With that plan, they'd still be moving rock today. Given the
topography of Panama, which de Juden 5, the only 'l the step-wise,

locks-lakes-and-dams system to carry ships up and down the 85-foot rise. Busting down through
the Continental Divide or routing ships through hairpin turns around hills just wasn't practical, though
it looked cute on paper.

80/20 Update

If you can remember back three, four weeks, you might be interested in this newsbit from regular
listener Susan Newellin re: the book that made the 80/20 Rule a household name...a question from
Rick in Encinitas, Susan suggests Rick was looking for How fo Get Control of Your Time and Your
Lifeby Alan Lakein. Sez Susan, the authar makes liberal use of the 80/20 concept (20 percent of your
efforts produce 80 percent of your results) as he instructs you in how to— finally, once and for all,
no screwing around, and this time | really really mean it! — wrestle your lfe into submission. With
this book in hand, we expect that Rick will soon be so perfect he'll never have to write to us again
One more tip, Rick. Don't bother looking for the book in the central library downtown. In what
we've voted our Irony of the Month, whoever checked it out hasn't managed to get it back by the
due date, despite Mr. Lakein’s bookful o' tips.

Walk of $hame!
Got a smoking e-mail from Rizioule Sound (*Music, Writings, and Art”) re: the dark underbelly of
Hollywood's Walk of Fame, one of our favorite targets, _our February 3 mention of the Walk,

Rizioule called them to find out how te nomipate ewef for a star. Sez Rizioule; “Furns gut they have
recently adopted a policy of charging us,no&m Add to this the qu
their webaite, ann, * and you have kings of a vé
ugly little machine indeed. ... This is scandalous. Not only are they charging exorbitant fecs for an
abstract ‘non-product,’ but the selection procedure is narrowed down 10 those who have obvigusly
bought their own nominations. I asked her how much a Grammy would cost me, but she said it
't her department. Once again, the trustees of our culture have sold us out.” The next sound
you hear will be the clatter of the scales falling from Rizioule's eyes.

List Maintenance: The Big 'Berto’s Database
Tips are still traggling in to the Team Matthew Alice Ad Hoc 'Berto’s Task Force. If you're keeping
score at home, here are the changes. Move | 110’ from the “rumored to have existed” list and
add it 10 the big pile of still-active 'Berto’s. Take Rigoberto's off the “rumored to have existed” list
and add it to the “definitely existed but doesn't anymore” list. And add Norberto's to that list too,
“The new lineup looks like this. Countywide active "Berto's: 125 shops, 16 different names (Adal,
Ai-, Al-, Al Fili-, Gual-, Ham-, Hil-, Hum-, Jil-, Juan-, Ram-, Ro-, Rol-, Roy-,and Ru-). Definitely
existed but don't anymore: El-, Gil ind Rigo:
Gota question you need an Get it straight the hip. Write to Matthew Alice,
/o the Reader, P. 0. Box 85803, San Diego, CA 92186-5803, or fax your questions to 619-231 0489,
or e-mail 10 heymart@ects.com via the Internet.
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Sm Diego awakened to the grim news
that obscenely rich people are greedy.
Groggy-eyed residents, dressed in tatiered
bathrobes, walked ‘out front doors, zom-

on? Why haven't I heard about this before?”
Yes, sports fans, the greedy/rich revelation

1am, of course, referring ta Alex Spanos
and his latest round of extortion. Now, it's
true, that in NFL World, our last bribe was
a small-time bribe, a paltry $60 million 1o
dress up Qualcomm Stadium and build
Spanos a shiney new practice facility. But
the enduring problem with bribery is that
once is never enough. Pay someone a bribe
and you merely train the rat to come back
and pull the lever for his dose of sweet green
sugar whenever the urge for sugar returns,

Well, this rat is back. Forget, far the
moment, that we paid the last bribe barely
three years Now, the beast wants real
‘money. Spanos was attending the NFL own-
ers’ meeting in Palm Beach when he told a
reporter from TodaysSports.com, “We fecl
we need a new stadium. We are having our
problems there. We love San Diego and we
are hoping between now and the next few
years that they may reconsider and build us
a new stadium. That stadium now is 34
years, 35 years old, They put somewhere
between $70 and $80 million into the sta
dium. But we need a new stadium.”™

What can we glean from this? First,
it's a relief to know that Spanos-the-elder
still has needs that will have 1o be filled by
somebody else. Second, he does remember
that they put in “somewhere between $70
and $80 million inta the stadium.” That's
not bad since every penny of that “$70 and
$80 million” was other people’s moncy,
thereby making said contribution o easy to
forget.

Nobody whines as well as the rich
Spanos proved this homily again with the
following quot I take my hat off to the
Padres. They did one great job putting that
thing together. We just got improvements;
they are getting a new stadium.”
| The poor guy, left holding the bag with
a contemptible $60 million worth of taxpayer-
paid improvements and an additional $18
million from Qualcomm for naming righs
Let's put aside, for the moment, that improve
ments were all he asked for. Qualcomm
Stadium was good enough to host Super
Bowl XXXI1 and good enough to be sched
uled 1o host Super Bowl XXXVIL. The fact
that Spanos wants someone to buy him a
larger monument is his problem. The Charg
ers play ten games a year in a remodeled,
enlarged, perfectly fine football stadium
And yet, Alex Spanos wants San Diegans to
give him a half-billion dollars so he can
have a bigger, newer monument, one big
enough and new enough to impress his
friends ten days a year. In a kinder world,

SportingBox » oo
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that type of arrogance would land you in jail.

But we are left with the problem that
Tommy got a bigger widget st for Christ-
mas. Let's see if we can mediate. The Padres
blackmailed the city and came away with
a half-billion dollars, give or take some
chump change. Does that mean we have
to spend another half-billion dollars on
Spanos? Is there some kind of a law, some
kind of a decree that states the suckers of
San Diego have to follow one bad deal with
another? Is there a constitutional amend-
ment that requires us to spend a billion
dollars building two monstrous amuse-
ment parks for the benefit of a couple
greedy, rich boys while our jes and
parks go to hell?

But still, the heart wants what the heart
wants and Alex wants somebody to buy
him a new stadium. | mean, he really, really
wants this. Could there be anything more

Future Bets
Qdds Underdog  Odds
April 15 Las Vegas.
1BF Jr. Middieweight Title
| Fernando Varga 220 Ike Quartey 4180

Faverite

April 29 New York
Undisputed Heavyweight Title
Lennox Lewis -270 Michael Grant +210

June 17 Los Angeles
1BA Welterweight Title
Oscar De La Hoya -190 Shane Mosley +150
| The Minas () indicates the favorise. The Plus (+)
indicates the underdog,
Lennox Lewis 270 means player must lay $270.00 in
order to win $100.00. Michael Grant 4210 means
Player must lay §100.00 in order t0 win $210.00.

important, more necessary than providing
Alex with what he wants? Look around, do
you have anything better to do today? Face
it, your pathetic — nay, revolting life will
not be missed by anyone except, maybe,
your dog, Why net perform one noble deed
before your pointless existence ends and
help Alex. It's so terribly sad 1o see him
standing there, all alone, tin cup in quiv
ering hand, begging for a lousy five- or
six-hundred million dollars

If Alex Spanos wants to leave town,
let's throw him a party. I'll put the first
dollar into the hat. We do not need the
NEL in San Diego. Our lives will carry on;
the beaches, mountains, and deserts aren’t
going anywhere. Our wives and husbands,
best friends and treasured enemies aren't
going to leave us on account of Spanos
maoving his team to L.A. Let us, this once.
stand up and show a little pride.

The Sporting Box solicits your comments
via the internet: sportbox@ix. netcom.com
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Su\ Diego awakened to the grim news
that abscenely rich people are greedy.
Groggy-eyed residents, dressed in tattered
bathrobes, walked ‘out front doors, zom-
bie-staggered along neighborhood streets,
arms outstretched, fingers clawing air, ask-

plan - only $10/month ing strangers, “How long has this been going  chump change. Does that mean we have
= e on? Why haven't 1 heard about this befare?”  to spend another half-billion dollars on
Travelers? Fres roaming/ Yes, sports fans, the greedy/rich revelation  Spanas? Is there some kind of a law, some
long distance plans available. hit hard. kind of a decree that states the suckers of

1am, of course, referring to Alex Spanos
and his latest round of extortion. Now, it's
true, that in NFL World, our last bribe was
a small-time bribe, a paltry $60 million to
dress up Qualcomm Stadium and build
Spanos a shiney new practice facility. But
the enduring problem with bribery is that
ance is never enough. Pay someone a bribe
and you merely train the rat to come back
and pull the lever for his dose of sweet green
sugar whenever the urge for sugar returns.

Well, this rat is back. Forget, for the
moment, that we paid the last bribe barely
three years ago. Now, the beast wants real
money. Spanos was attending the NFL own-
ers’ meeting in Palm Beach when he told a
reporter from TadaysSports.com, "We feel
we need a new stadium. We are having our
problems there. We love San Diego and we
are hoping between now and the next few
years that they may reconsider and build us
a new stadium. That stadium now is 34
years, 35 years old. They put somewhere
between $70 and $80 million into the sta
dium. But we need a new stadium.”

What can we glean from this? First,
it's a relief to know that Spanos-the-elder
will have to be filled by
ond, he does remember
omewhere between $70
and $80 million into the stadium.” That's
nm bad sincc cvery penny of that "$70 and

$80 n” was other people’s money,
thereby making said contribution soeasy (o
forget.

Nabody whines as well as the rich
Spanas proved this homily again with the
following quote, “1 take my hat off to the
Padres. They did one great job putting that
thing together. We just got improvements
they are getting a new stadium.”

The poor guy, left holding the bag with
acontemptible $60 million worth of taxpayer-
paid improvements and an additional $18
‘million fram Qualcomm for naming rights.
Let's put aside, for the moment, that imprave-
ments were all he asked for. Qualcomm
Stadium was good enough to host Super
Bowl XXX11 and good enough 1o be sched-
uled to host Super Bowl XXXVII The fact
that Spanos wants someone to buy
larger monument is his problem. Tt hecl )mg,
ers play ten games a year in a remodeled,
enlarged, perfectly fine football stadium.

that type of arrogance would land you in jail.

But we are left with the pmhlﬂ\’\ that
Tommy got a bigger widget set for Christ-
mas. Let's see if we can mediate. The Padres
blackmailed the city and came away with
a half-billion dollars, give or take some

San Diego have to follow one bad deal with
another? Is there a constitutional amend-
ment that requires us to spend a billion
dollars building two monstrous amuse-
ment parks for the benefit of a couple
greedy, rich boys while our libraries and
parks go to hell?

But still, the heart wants what the heart
wants and Alex wants somebody to buy
him a new stadium. | mean, he really, really
wants this. Could there be anything more

The Vegas Line -

Future Bets

Eavorite Odds Odds
April 15 Las Vegas

1BF Jr. Middleweight Title
Fernando Varga  -220 ke Quartey  +1

April 29 New York
Undisputed Heavyweight Title
Lennox Lewss 270 Michael Grant +210
June 17 Los Angeles.
1BA Welterweight Title
Os(al De La Hoya 190 Shane Mosley +150

The Minus (-} indicates the favorite. The Plus [+
indicates the underdog.

Lennox Lewss 270 means piayer riust lay $270.00 in
order 1o win $100.00. Michael Grant +210 means |
player miust lay $100.00 in order ta win $210.00.

important, more necessary than providing
Alex with what he wants? Look around, do
you have anything better to do today? Face
it, your pathetic — nay, revolting life will
not be missed by anyone except, maybe,
your dog. Why not perform one noblc deed
before your pointless existence ends and
help Alex. I’s 5o terribly sad to see him
standing there, all alone, tin cup in quiv-
ering hand, begging for a lousy five- or
six-hundred million dollars.

If Alex Spanos wants to leave town,
let's throw him a party. I'll put the first
dollar into the hat. We do not need the
NFL in San Diego. Our lives will carry on;
the beaches, mountains, and deserts aren’t
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Is choosing a high-speed Interet service ruffling your feathers?
Try Road Runner. It's the fostest, easiest, risk-free way fo go
online. Get your connection, content and cable modem for
one low monthly price. And with no long-term contracts and
a 30-day money back guarantee, you've got nothing to lose.

Order Road Runner today!
call: (858) 695-3220

Click: discoversandiego.com )

TIME WARNER
CABLE

ROAD RUNNER
P——

WIGH SPEED ONLINE

V2222299939329

Denomination: nondenominational
Address: 6920 Miramar Road; 858-530-1610

Senior pastor: Rahﬂ‘ Keena
mehnw 10

d-.m.l. school enrollment: 4
Annual budget: $52,000
Weekly giving: nooo
Singles program: n

Diversity: prrdnmmal:ly white
Dress: dressy-casual
Services: Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m

The ominously named Final Harvest Church
sits in a nondescript office building in an
industrial park off Miramar Road. Next
door are a donut shop and a Texas-barbe
cue joint, Peering through office windows,
you see a fewpeople hunched in front of com
puters, putting in some Sunday-morning
hours

Final Harvestis achurch in its infancy
11 ten or so members meet in a small office.
White walls. Blue
chairs. You hear the
air-conditioning rush
through vents in the
ceiling. At the begin-
ning, of their srvice,
the Final Harvest folks
turn off the lights. In
front of them glows
an overhead screen
onto which a young
boy projects page after
page of lyrics. The
music s recorded. For
more than 30 minutes

everyone sings songs w'i

out praising Jesus.
They lift up their
hands. They sway from
side 10 side, When they
finish their hymns
their voices drop to a
low, murmurous rush
of unusual syllables
Harvest folks
~|ruk in tongu

Right away you i
Architecture

pretty much under Fitnalinces

stand that Final Har

vest is some kind of

charismatic church, | Fo s

butit'snotuntl Pas. | ©

tor Robert beg ity

sermon that you
able to identify what
sort af charismatic |

church it is

Pastor Roberts is a tall, young, thickly
built man with a rakish goatee, and as far
as charismatic ministers go, he's pretty low
key. His emphasis, hawever, is on speech, on
how giving voice to certain thoughts can
make them real.

“There's life and death in the power of
the tongue,” he tells us. And, “your words
are like containers: they hold power.” He
suggests that the utterance of clichés s risky
business. “My feet are killing me. You tickle
me to death. That blows me away. fust think
about what you're really saying™ To which
the Final Harvest folks reply, “Amen.”

Pastor Robert's emphasis on speech,
0N our CoNscious or even unconscious abil
ity to create reality with our tongues and vocal
cords, places him within the Word of Faith
camp. Among charismatics, Word of Faith
is a controversial movement that the more
conservative elements never tire of kicking
around. Your average Word of Faith fol-
lower believes Jesus wants him to be rich and

SHEEP A0 GOATS
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Final Harvest Church
Mi

expends a lot of time “claiming in Jesus®
name” job promotions, raises, better cars,
bigger homes.

‘Pastor Robert plays ina different key.
He doesn't mention money in his sermon.
He talks, ather, about the importance of pray-
ing aloud. Slent prayer, he says, is “medi-
tation.” What God wants us to do is actu-
ally talk to Him, preferably in a loud voice.
Why? Because, Pastor Robert explains, the
thle instructs us to do so.

“This brand of literalism leads down some
unexpected paths. Final Harvest folks, for
example, take Communion every Sunday.
Outside the liturgical churches — Roman
Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran — very few
take Communion weekly. When, after the
service, | asked Pastor Robert why his church
did s, he said, “Because the Bible tells us
to. 1t was something that had weighed on
my heart. And I prayed about itand I stud-
ied the Bible. The Lord y moved me
to have us take Communion once a week.”

But s Jesus literally present in the grape
juice and wafer?

“Nope. It's just
grape juice and a wafer.
It has nothing to do
with salvation. It’s only
a reminder of Jesus’
death on the cross and

tor Robert gaes to
churches in Bolivia
and Portugal, where
he spends a couple of
weeks giving sermons
and praying for peo

ple. When talking
about his experiences
in these far-off places,
he mentions in an off

RREND SOMRT ELLNA
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s hand way that he's
" seen quite a few mir-
noliturgy | cles — cancers and
cataracts that disap-
*

pear, that sort of

.nachoir | Ret

na snacks it

Task him, “What's
the most smazang thing
you've ever seen?”

no flowers.
no architecture

vy -
* Resurrection of
the dead.”
The overhead
lights hum. Everyone
o
Do else has left the room.

‘It happened
right here in San
Diego.” he continues,
“at Sharp hospital in
Chula Vista. Two years ago in August. A
little newbarn baby girl named Alexia Rose
Pittman. Her mother had to have her C
section, and she was born not breathing.
The doctors tried everything, but they could
not resuscitate her. No matter what they
did, she wouldn't start to breathe. The doc-
tors came and told us that there was noth-
ing they could do. We went in and we started
praying over her body. She was clinically
dead for 14 minutes. We have the medical
records to prove that this is true. She was
dead. And we prayed over her. And sud-
denly, life came back into her body. She
opened her mouth and she started breath-
ing on her own. She started breathing, and
she didn't stop, and now she's a perfectly
healthy, perfectly normal little girl, as if
nothing had ever happened to her. She was
dead for 14 minutes. She came back to life
It was the most amazing thing I've ever seen
in my life.

— Abe Opincar
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Yes, Eroticism

pace, we know, has pull. It keeps order with its
itational forces; it d-

dles; and it i do thi h
P because we believe whatever force engendered
us is from up there.

‘Space was also the milieu of the 20th Century’s
most impressive entertainment spectacles — Star
Trekand its myriad spin-offs among them.

Star Trek's media galaxy is appropriate for the
Web, the expansiveness of which suits the shows’
wide messages — harmony, diversity, tolerance, and
eroticism. Yes, eroticism. Captain Kirk regularly
seduces Joping space bunnies, and it's a wonder Cap-
tain Picard, played by Patrick Stewart, can stand up:
his head isas full of potency asa sperm whale’s (that's
amangled metaphor, but [ think its essence is sound).

As far out as things Star Trek can get, the nucleus
of one of its branches resides right here in San Diego.
Jennifer, who lives in “northern San Diego County”
and prefers that I not use her last name, maintains
a ring of sites associated with the so-called JetC8, a
subgroup of the larger JetC. As fan groups go, JetC

From pages.ivillage/miscjetcs

in the world, with names like JetC8, JetC9, JetC10,
etc. San Diego—based JetC8 is peculiar in two ways:
first, its members are all women; and second, their
various sites and pages, instead of reading like escapist
trash, offer friendly glimpses of the members’ pri-
vate lives, especially Jennifer's.

The Warped Women of JetC8's homepage

1 “ h

has a fairly ssion — it advocatesa roman-
tic relationship between Star Trek Voyager's Cap
tain Janeway (played by Kate Mulgrew) and her first
officer, Commander Chakotay (played by Robert
Beltran). JetC takes its name from the first initial of
the characters’ last names (Jand C) with a little
French (et, as in and) stuck between them.

There are, it appears, as many as 20 JetC groups

(page:
along the way we gained the reputation as the off-
kilter hippychicks of the JetC world. We wouldn't
have it any other way, We're a bit off and we like it
that way.”

Jennifer explained to me what draws her to this
pastime. “Janeway and Chakotay,” she says, “are one
of the most intriguing couples 1o come along on

television. A lot of it comes from the actors — Mul-
s akran s N th

grew
All it takes is a look, or even just a touch of the hand,
and you can see sparks fly. And I also think that a
lotof the fans watch i for the unrequited-love aspect;
we know that there’s no chance that we're going to
see them as a couple onscreen.”

At their homepage, the Warped Women share
views in a chat room (minors must register, and *

don't be mean”) and post

JetC fan fiction, which  “Somewhere along
they assign ratings rang-

ingfromGtoNC-17.In  the way we gained
one of Jennifer's stories,

titled “Midnight Melody,”  the reputation

Janeway calls Chakotay
to her chambers in the
middle of night. Once
there, she stuns him with
akiss. The story, tokd from
Chakotay's point of view,
continues:

as the off-kilter
hippychicks of the

JetC world.”

“I don’t understand. What the hell was that?" I can
feel my uncertainty rapidly turning to anger, after all,
she knows how 1 feel about her. And likewise, | know
that her sense of duty will not allow her to return the
feelings | know she has until she succeeds in her mis-
sion to get this ship and its crew home.

“Last time | checked, it was called a kiss.” Any
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shred of humor was erased
by this one smart-ass remark.
Did she really say that?

Turning back to face her,
Ican't help the yell that erupts.
“I know that was a kiss,
Kathryn! You know what I
meant!” Now I'm standing
over her, staring down ather
brilliant blue eyes.

“Iove you?”

Nowit’s my turn to stare
at her, my mouth dropping.
I'm trying to decide whether
I need to schedule an appoint-
ment with the doctor for an
auditory exam, when I sce the
truth in her face. All my anger
drains away, and 1 am once
again amazed by the facets of
the woman I have grown to
Jove deeply. “Was thata ques-
tion? Or a statement?”

Her smile is breathtak-
ing in its beauty. “It was a
statement phrased as a
question.”

Istareat her quietly, then
turn to walk back towards the
door.

Jennifer explains, “I've always
been a reader and not a writer,
but | wanted fo see if [ could
write something that someone
would want to read. And to
my surprise, they did. I'm cer-
tainly not the best writer out
there, but [ find that I really
do enjoy twisting the charac-
ters around.”

In thesummer of 1999,
Jennifer invited the whaole
membership of JetC8 to her
home in San Diego. She has
pasted at the site excerpis
from her journal documenting
the JetC8 adventure in Cal-
ifornia. “I'm a worrier,” she
writes ina preface ta the jour -
nal ive me the slightest
possibility of a problem, and
1 will agonize about it. So
what was I thinking when [
invited 24 women to my
condo?”

Inthe end, eight of them
came, some from as far away
as England. Jennifer’s jour-
nal goes on to describe the
anicties and delights of spend-
ing a weekend with a group
oflike-minded.
frolicked on the beach; ter-
rorized their waiters; giggled
over fan fiction; and gota ViP
tour of Paramount Studios,
where they bumped iito Kate
Mulgrew and befriended Hilda,
their tour guide and member
of another JetC group.

This is all “evidence,”
Jennifer tells me, “that | have
no life.”

On the contrary. Jennifer
has an enviable amount of
life.n

— Justin Wolff
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AT THE WORLD'S LARGEST ONLINE MALL!

Tl B Recently launched WorldBestBuy.com, owned and operated by parent
| company Intemational Brands, Inc, (NASDAQ: INBR), has attracted millions
of site visitors since the dynamic cyber megamall was launched on
November |5 at the prestigious COMDEX ‘99 Intemnet Expo in Las Vegas.

Featuning cne of the Intenet’s most diversified multiproduct online cyber
malls, WorldBestBuy.com is paving the way for a strong, aggressive
entrance into global E-commerce.

WorldBestBuy.com is in the process of increasing the number of

products available for purchase from our current several million to an
expanded 20 million, thanks to many new manufacturers, wholesalers,
distributors and suppliers who are seeking the affiliation and
benefits from our site's growing brand recognition

In the wake of the last two consumer electronics trade shows, WorldBestBuy.com has experienced a rapid and
explosive growth, with opportunities available in the following positions

TELEMARKETING

We are looking for individuals to fill all levels of Telemarketing positions. Applicants should have good communication
skills, and must be enthusiastic with a positive and professional attitude

We offer great business opportunities, bonuses, flexible shifts, a fast-paced, dynamic environment, and a convenient
downtown location

BUYER

Due to rapid growth, WorldBestBuy.com is looking to fill Territory and Product Buy business opportunities positions.
We are looking for people with good communication skills, people skills, knowledge of the Internet, and knowledge of
the city.

Please submit your résumé via e-mail to jobl @worldbestbuy.com, or fax to 619-702-1508.

Owned and operated by
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tip of my TONGUE

' M
y memories about yams
are much more complex than something
warm and sweet. Sugar was rare and expen-
sive when 1 was a little girl growing up in
China. Sugar was rationed. In the late 1950,
carly '60s, for us the yam functioned as a sugar.
It was one of the few
Y sweet-tasting things we
am S had to eat. You roasted
yams, You ate rice gruel
with yams. You cooked yams, sliced them,
dried them in the sun. [t became like a dried
fruit, quite chewy. Dried yam was like a
cookie or a candy. We were quite privileged,
actually. My father was a professor. We had
yams to eat.”

My friend Yu marches around in black
boots and in general projects decisiveness
and self-discipline. She lectures on Chinese
film at a local unives She swims
the university's pool. In a maroon bathing
suit, her pale, slim body slices through the
water. Back and forth, 50, 60 laps. I've often
wondered what she thinks about while she
swims. When she's done, she's hungry, and
sometimes she calls me and we go out for
lunch. When we do, we often talk about
food.

Once before Thanksgiving we were dis-
cussing what our families planned to make
for the big dinner, Her American husband,
she said, did all the cooking — turkey, stuff-
ing, candied yams. She screwed up her face
in disgust when she said “yams.”

“My husband says they're part of the
Thanksgiving tradition. So. Fine. He can

make and eat them. Our son can eat them.
1won’t. Americans can have these cozy asso-
ciations with them — home, the holiday, fam-
ily. I eat them and I think of other things.
“There are very few Chinese in China
who don’t have some memory of hunger,
of times when they had very little or noth-
ing 10 eat. | grew up right after Mao's Great
Leap Forward when he had his crazy plan
to turn China into one of the world's great-
est producers of steel. People melted down
their woks and knives. Everyone ate in com-
munal kitchens. Peasant farmers were forced
to join collectives, but no one went to work
in the fields and there was famine.
“People now say that 20, maybe as many
as 40 million people died of starvation
because of the Great Leap
Forward. Anhui was one
of the worst provinces.
Over 2 million people
starved to death there. In
one county alone 20 vil
lages were entirely wiped

ism. Dozens of cases of
cannibalism in Anhui.

“We were living in
Beijing, so we had some-
thingto eat. Not much. We ate a lot of yams,
And later, during the Cultural Revolution,
my father was labeled a ‘rightist,” and to
punish him the government expelled our fam-
ily from Beijing and sent us to live in Anhui
province, where so many people had died
of hunger. Anhui was still very poor.

“We were in a small town. Everyone
knew about my father. During the Cultural
Revolution, people acted like fanatics to

by MAX NASH

show the government that they were loyal.
1 was a child walking down the street, and
people called me names and threw food at
me. Food. In a place where thousands of
people, only a few years before, had starved
todeath. There in Anhui people threw food
atme to show their disgust, how much they
hated me and my family.

“When | was older I was sent to work
on a collective farm, and we didn’t have
much to eat. Rice was very rare. We ate
cornmeal. Pickled vegetables. Yams. On
very important holidays we got some pork
fat, and that was a real treat. Your body was
s0 hungry for oil and fat. My roommate’s
family sent her a ceramic
jar filled with lard, pork
lard, and I can still remem:-
ber the smell of it. Every
night she'd stir a little into
her cornmeal mush, to
give it some flavor, to have
some fat in her diet.

“We had very little
to eat, but we still had to

vams  work. We grew rice. |

stood for many hours in

rice paddies, planting rice, up to my thighs
in cold water, My doctor thinks that’s why
I have an arthritis condition in my legs,
from the bad nutrition, from all those days
I spent standing in cold water. So, I'm still
a relatively young woman and I swim to
keep myself strong, to keep myself limber.

“When | went back to China last year
1 was surprised 1o see that they were still
selling roasted yams on street corners. For

the younger people, it's something nostal-
gic. It reminds them of their childhood.
Three times [ tried to eat yam, and I couldn’t.
I couldn't. My childhood was very different.

“Eighteen years ago, when I first came
to this country it was before Thanksgiving
and [ went to the supermarket with my hus-
band. He was buying all these things, and
he said, ‘Oh, we can't forget yams.' And |
had this very violent reaction. | was very
confrontational, | was almost angry. I said,
“What da you want to buy those for?’ And
he just stood there. He couldn’t understand
why I was so upset.

“You love someone and you marry
them and you think you know everything
about them and then there are times when
you realize that there are things they can't
possibly know or understand about you.
I'm Chinese and in China making a beau-
tiful meal for someone is the highest expres-
sion of love. Food is a very sensual, pas-
sionate thing, Culturally, I understood why
my husband wanted to make this big meal
for me. But he couldn’t understand why |
was having such a strong reaction to such

a silly, simple thinglike yams,

“It’s hard to understand how some-
thing that tastes sweet in one person's
maouth, in another person’s mouth can taste
so bitter.”

If you've never been a fan of yams, Alice
Waters, in her Chez Panisse Vegetables cook
book, suggests the following treatment. take
yams that have been baked for one hour, onto
a serving plate scoop flesh from skin, season
with salt, butter, lime juice, and minced
cilantro leaves
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he War Memorial at San Diego State stands in the middle of a broad,
otherwise empty expanse of concrete, iu§! west of the campus's central

corridor. The triangular obelisk is smooth, except at the top, where it

the unfinished quality of the lives

remains rough-hewn, as if to
of those it memorializes.

In the bloody history of the world, there
have been those who regarded death in bat-
tle, in the midst of heroic service to coun-
try, s the very best kind of death. A memo-
rial built by such men would not symbolize
anything unfinished — the race was run,
the good fight fought. True, there was much
the warrior would not do, but he could not
have hoped to do anything better than what
he had done already.

1 doubt that such an attitude prevailed
in those who raised this memorial. The
inscription is telling: In Memory of our
Classmates Whose Lives Were Taken From
us During our Nation’s Military Conflicts.
There is in this some notion of the co
munity — the lives were taken from “us,”
not “them” — but those lives were “taken
during military conflicts,” not given in the
service of country. There is a great differ-
ence between the two — the former is stand-

We make it, we ship it. You

offish, putting “our nation’s conflicts” and
their lethal effects at arm's length. There is
no mention of the deceased's intention to serve:
the country we inhabit, no implication of any
Denefit to us that their deaths provided. It
also robs death of virtue; though death is
always suffered, iflife is given, a generousact
of will isimplied. When life is merely taken,
there is no excellence in it. A chilly senselessness
creeps in.

At the small college 1 attended, there
was much talk of the common good — a good
that did not inhere in any particular mem-
ber of a political body, but rather, informed
the whole, making that whole in some way
greater than the sum of its parts, Man could
only be perfected in community, so the com-
mon good was superior to the individual
good and could therefore require that cer-
tain individual goods be sacrificed for its
sake. The greatest of these was life. Dying

—— WHAT WOULD WE DO FOR UNCLE SAM?

War Memorial, San Diego Siate University

for your country was the finest expression

torial that essentially stripped Lincoln’s prin-
ciples regarding the Civil War down to this:
It's all about the money. A long way from
God and country. I find Mazyck, Aazaar,
and Vince hanging out in front of the cam-
jpus bookstore and ask theét about war, patri-
otism, and the like.

Is there such a thing as a “just” war?

Mazyck: “In whose eyes is it just? Most
of the time, it seems to me like it's a conspiracy.
It's like some stuff that we don’t even know
about is the real reason we're going to war.
Like the Gulf War — they tried to make it
seem like something, but it was really over
some oil. A lot of people don’t knaw it, bif
George Bush has stocks in oil in Kuwait. He
was protecting his investments. The only
reason we dip into other people’s business
is for our gain."”

Aazaar: *1 think it’s all politics and
doesn't have a whole lot to do with us, Then
they try to pump people up to go to war for
the country and everything.”

Mazyck: “Right, but the country isn't
even the reason for being there.”

Aazaar: “Basically, toda
money. If the country isin a situation where

of your belief that th some*
thing greater than yourself,

‘We read abstract writings, discussing
the principles set forth, right up to the Lin-
coln-Douglas debates. But the March 15
SDSU Daily Aztec contained a student edi-

it's i and we need
1o stay afloat, then, naturally, they’ve got to
do what they've got to do. But as far as butting
into other people’s business and stuff, try-
ing to be some kind of supreme being, we've
got no right to do that.”
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“We live in the best place in the world, that's for sure, so you probably owe your country a little bit

Vince: “It seems like America is just pick-
ing on niggers, because they know they can
do that shit — like a bully. Like maybe telling
Iraq they can’t make missiles like we have, so
they can’t defend themselves — that’s some
bullshit.”

Have we ever entered a war for the right
reasons?

Aazaar: “World War IT; that's it, in my
book.™

Mazyck: “They bombed Pearl Harbor.
They came into our "hood.”

Aazaar: “We tried to stay out of it. |
don'tknow if we knew what was going on aver
there as far as Jews being killed and everything;
I think their motives were only after the
Japanese came and bombed us. But I think,
as 2 whole, I'm glad somebody put a stop to
that mess, whether or not their intentions
were 1o stop Hitler himself.”

Wauld you ever go to war?

Aazaar:*1 would never go to war. | was
watching some footage from Vietnam with
my boss the other day, and 1 said, ‘I would
never go to war.’ She said, ‘I hope you never
have to." | said, ‘No, you don't know — 1
would never go to war. | don't care who
thinks I should."I'm not killing somebody just
because the president says | should. I don't
believe in killing.

“I'm not disrespecting anyone who feels
that they should go to war to fight for their
country, but I personally don’t think it's

worth it. When you get back, | don’t see how
you could feel better about yourself. If you
believe that killing is wrong, it's like, what
litical aspect changes those
Killing is wrong, but you can kill them?
‘As far as other countries and stuff, what
goes on in the world, | don't really do a whole
lot of research on that. I'm not really inter
ested in it; but I'm not there. That's one of
the main reasons why | wouldn't [go to war].”
Would you go to jail if you were drafted?
Aazaar: “If somebody wanted to lock
me up because I didn’t want to go kill some
body in another country for no reason, I'd
kill that person way before 1'd kill some per.

(From lef 1o raght) Mazyck, Aazaar, and Vince

son that's just doirg the same thing they're
trying o get me to do.”

Mazyek:“I'd go to Canada before I'd go
to war. I will sell drugs before I go into the
Army.”

Vince: “Especially for this country.”

Is patriotism a virtue?

Mazyck: “In this day and age, man, |
don't think there really is patriotism, honestly.
I think that shit has fallen off, because a lot
of people are on their own agendas, and
there’s a lot of influx of other countries —
immigrants.”

Aazaar:“1t's not really about being Amer-
ican anymore. It's about making money now.

I¥'sabout being an entrepreneur, stuff like that.”
Vince: “Patriotism, I think, is back when
America was all together — when it was
America. Now, there are so many different
people; America isn’t together anymore.”

Mazyck: “No other country is more
diverse— white, black, Indians, Japanese —
and it creates racism.”

Vince: “You've got hate, so how are you
going to have patriotism when you're seen as
aminority and you're treated wrong? It doesn't
make you want to take a bullet for that
country.”

Mazyck: “It's hard for me to get a job.
How can 1 have patriotism when T can't even
get a job because of my skin color?”

Aazaar:“It’s all propaganda. The media
wants us to look at ourselves like we're the
saviors of the world, Butifyou go to another
country, that country is the savior of the
world, and we're the enemy. We look for the
bad guys in all the other countries, and Hitler
was definitely one of the baddest, but they don't
want to admit to anything that went wrong
here. So why should we stand up and just be
all excited about defending the country when
they won't even admit that they've been screw-
ing us for our entire existence here?”

Mazyck: “And the little people die. The
motherfuckers in charge, they live to be 100
We've got 18-year-olds getting killed.”

Do you owe anything to this country?

Aazaar: “1 think this country owes me;

“We’ve had a dose of our own medicine!”
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I should be getting

Vince: “I see Native
Americans getting all kinds
of checks; they aren't giving,
meanything They don't give
the niggers anything — for
real.”

Aazaar: “But still, even
a check — | mean, I know

this one guy who gets, like,
$500 a month or something
because he's Native Ameri-
can. But still, what's that?
Almost an entire race was
killed — it’s like one per-
cent of the population or less
is Native American now,

he gets $500a month, and he's
supposed to be happy with

that? I don't think there’s*
anything you could really do
to satisfy people.”
Vince: 1 think you owe
someone when they do you
a favor. No favors have been
done. No one asked to come
here, and now that we're
here — help a nigger out,
you know what I mean?”

What would you die for?

Aazaar: “I'd die for my
family, or anyone I loved, or
something I strongly believe
in. I don't believe in dying for
my country.”

Vince: “I'd die for my
country, but I don't believe
America is my country. I'd
die for my people.”

Magzyck:“1'd die for my
family. I'd die for my beliefs,
too. If some Hitler shit
popped off over here, and
they were trying to lock all
the black people up, I'd die
for some shit like that. Or if
someone was trying 1o enforce
areligion on me, I wouldn't

over and they said to every-
body, ‘You're going to be
Mormon or die,” I'd die,
man. Because you're going
10 be judged. and ifyour rli-
gmn isn'tstraight, you aren't
cool.

Aazaar: “Anything
immoral. If something is

gofor that. If

K
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your
eyes, and you know it's wrong,
and you can do something
to stop it, I think it's worth
putting life down for that.
But if two guys in charge of
two countries have a dis-
agreement, they should get
together and duke it out.
That would be the tightest
world event ever, Saddam
Hussein versus Bill Clinton.”
Aazaar’s flippancy reveals
an awareness of his assess
ment'soddity: international
tension as a simple dis
agreement between two guys
who happen to be in charge

. of two countries. But it also

catches an attitude — that
political strife is at the same
time both totally removed
from the actual lives of cit

izens — “it.doesn’t have a
whole lot to do with us™ —
and intensely personal, the
result of a conflict of per-
sonal interests — Bush's
stocks in Kuwaiti ail, dis-

agreements between Clin

ton and Hussein, (Echoes of
the removed quality in the
War Memorial's inscription.)
There is little room for a gen

uine interest in the welfare
of the nation — let alone
other nations — and while
general economic welfare is
not dismissed, it is not worth
dying for.

Marvin, another stu
dent, offers an immediate

clanon
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departure from the preced
ing attitudes, saying that a
war is just fitis fought to stop
“the spread of communism
and protect democracy. That's
what I think, and if you ask
me to justif too bad,
because | can't.” (He does
lament communism’s ten-
dencyto beimplemented in
such a way that the general
populace is stripped of its
rights.) “I don't know if we
havea right to intervene, but
we seem to anyway, just
because we're the world's
police force. It's not somuch
ifit's right; we're the coolest
country there is, so we can
pretty much do whatever we
want. You've got to be proud
of your country, or else, go
live somewhere else.”

Do you owe your life to
this country?

“I suppose so. If [ was
bornin coun-
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try like China or something,
then I'dbe screwed, because

in the old days used to be
about religious battles, and
I p

except lots of bicycles.”

1 was struck by Aazaar’s
denial of any kind of moral
shift when killing is done in
the service of country as
opposed to the service of self,
and 1 ask Marvin about it.
“It’sa different mentality. If
I shoot [this guy across the

table], that's different from

kinds of convictions, that's
cool. Not that I'm hardcore
religious ot anything. Wars
today are all based on pali-
tics, so I don’t think there's
anything just about that.”
Again, politics as a dis

tant rumble, far removed
from life. The common good,
a political notion, is nowhere

1. “Perhaps there

B try-
ing to kill me before 1 kill
him. It's kill or be killed:
there's no two ways around
it.” This boils down to self
defense, which docsn't make
things casier for the sniper tak
ing out an unarmed head of
state.

Throughout, Marvin
seems about to smile, as if
he is pulling my leg, but it
never quite shines through
Aaron seems to take the ques-
tion more seriously and enter-
tains an interesting notion
of the good old days. “[ Wars
are not just] anymore. Wars

is some sort of common good
somewhere, but I'm way too
cynical to believe that any-
one in politics is going to
[work for it], They're going
1o define the common good
for r ends. If the:
political ends, they're defi
nitely going to be self-serv
ing. Ifinterventions in other
countries are politically moti
vated, | don't find that jus-
tifiable, and I don't see us
getting involved unless we

e are

have some interest at stake
Ifit’s for humanitarian issues,
1 may have to reconsider my

stance.

And I like discipline, but I

countries,

Do you owe this coun-  don't like in-your-face,  country, and I guess that's dummcyudam
try anyshing? oderty. . thi e P

“Ithink this same thi s all in one of the services.” mmlwund.mdllhmk
trysomething. I think what ~ that.” Anthony:“Td dieformy  there’sother sohutions besides
I'm doing now, Chris dingnextto  family. Honestly, I fighting.”
student, getting a job, doing Anthony, thinks that the ‘my country if it was the right Would you oppose an
the whole capitalism thing—  common goodexists “prob-  reason. You have to defend  unjust war?
Ithink that's what [owethis  ablykesscveryyear.Everybody  what's yours. But you can’t “I've never opposed a
country. I don't have to go for fight for 't war.Ithought Desert Storm
off and kill someone out of than they do for their coun- believe in. Then you're just was great because of the pic
duty to my country. It'sbad try or their cities. It's get what asking to get killed, because tures and stuff. 1 got into it
enough that 'msellingout  youcanwhileyou'reableto.  you'renot fightingwithyour  more as if it was a movie

by gettinga job and all that,
1 don't feel any duty 10 go
offand fight.”
Anoffhanded comment
from another student ends
the conversation as it begins:
“War is good. If it’s for the
economy, that's good. Ifyou
have todo it, you have to do
it Ifthe economy ain't going
good, make it better. It's nat
ural selection, survival of the

I'd go 10 Canada before
1'd go to war,” says Anthony.
*1'd definitely dodge the draft
immediately. I'm just not
into the whale violence thing,

1 don't mind it; that’s what
1do. I guess you could say it's
kind of selfish or whatever,
but that's what you have to
do to make it big. 1gucss]

heart. You're just fighting
because you were told to.”

The primary political
unit — the family — is still
recognized as providing con-
«ete good:

owe this country
I really wouldn't know; I've
never lived anywhere else,
so 1 can't compare.”
Arithony counters, “We
live in the best place in the
world, that's for sure, so you
probably owe your country
alittle bit, but that doesn’t
mean you owe going to some
war you don't believe in."
Adds Chris, 1 don’t awe
them my life. Like in some

loyalty, a willingness to sac
rifice life. Beyond that, things
get fuzzy, Many cast asper-
sions on the idea of going to
war only to protect our inter-
ests; others, like Anthany,
thinkit'sthe only justifiable
reason — “you have to defend
what's yours.”

Jim feels much the same
way. War is just “if we have
something to lose, yes. But

than real life. | would oppose
war if [ sawa reason to oppose
i, like if umc was just sense-
less violence
One last tryat the moral

shift that supposedly occurs *

during wartime — is there
a difference? 1 think peo
ple are so desensitized by
death now, it just doesn't
really matter. Murder rates
are still up, and I think it's
just because...whatever, “Your
life is nothing to me." So even
if you're fighting in wartime,
that guy’s life means noth
ing to me cither." w

— Matthew Lickona
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Invasion of the

Tall Buildings

San Diego’s downtown skyline isn't extravagant. It’s
not cutting-edge inspirational, pow-
erful, or defiantly quirky. To many San Diegans,
this is a good thing. The downtown skyline is a
metaphor for America’s sixth largest city. It's re-
served, almost modest, conservative, and welcomi

Through a combination of kismet, planning,
stringent FAA regulations, and serendipity, the down-
town profile has remained airily tame. It’s ignored
the leads of skyscraper kings New York City and
Chicago, which have followed Genesis 11:4’s man-
date: “And they said, Go to, let us build us a city
and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven.”
Their Towers of Babel truly scrape the sky. San
Diego’s tallest building (One America Plaza) is a
miere one-third the height of their superscrapers, the
World Trade Center and the Sears Tower.

for dramatic profiles. It has
snickered at giant neon
pinball-table neighbor Las
Vegas and declined Hous-
ton's and Dallas’s chal

Downtown San Diego
also has politely demurred
to sister cities Portland,
Boston, Pittsburgh, and
Detroit, who have striven

Stories

lenges to become a post-  laxed mayallow  the low-rise i
modern Oz. And it has  for a towering wall of ho-  trict. And, of course, well-
hesitated to adopt a tower- tels, condos, and office tow- dressed office workers en-

ers 1o block bay views and
turn streets into cold,
windswept canyons. This
has been the legacy of

ing mascot, like San Fran-
cisco's Transamerica Pyra-
mid, Seattle’s Needle,
and St. Louis’s Gateway

tering the sleek corporate
towers of the Wall Street
area.

“It looks resort-ori-
ented,” adds Cathy Ander-
som, CEO of the San Diego
Film Commission. “It's not

cluttered as cities like San

Arch. No, San Diego's  countless other cities.
downtown skyline is hap- Kathy McCurdy, direc-
pily restrained. tor of the San Diego Film
The FAA and Lind- G issiy that film-
bergh Field have influenced makers like to shoot San
downtown's 20th-century  Diego's downtown because
growth. Because of FAA reg- it's compact and eclectic
ulations and prevailing  and sa very different from
flight paths, downtown'stall  other urban centers. “You
buildings can't exceed 500 can shoot a variety of 'looks”
feet in height — justa few  within a few blocks,” she
feet taller than the Great  says. And she’s right. There's

Victorian architecture in
the Gaslamp Quarter. Sail-
boats moored at the ma-
rina. Blue-collar laborers in

Pyramid of Cheops at Giza,
built ¢. 2570 B.C. Some San
Diegans worry that if the
airport is ever moved, re

Francisco. You can actually
see between the buildings™

This is because San
Diego was a Johnny-come-
lately to the skyscraper
scene, which evolved in four
sporadic phases in other
cities across the country. In
the early 1800s, when East
Coast downtowns were tak-
ing shape with neoclassical
edifices, downtown San

Diego was still a Native
American settlement called
Pu-Shuyi, whose center was.
the mudflats of Market
Street.

In the Baginning...

The downtown'’s first de-
veloper of sorts, William
Heath Davis, platted New
San Diego in 1850, after ac-
quiring lands south of
C Street and west of Front
Street, to the waterfront
where Seaport Village now
stands. Expecting a barrage
of new arrivals, Davis
erected the San Diego Hotel
at State and Fas well as sev-
eral other buildings, using
lumber shipped to him
around the Horn. Some of
the buildings were delivered

in prefabricated form so
they could be quickly as-
sembled at their sites.

But Davis's New San
Diego didn’t catch on. Im-
migrants to the county re-
mained entrenched in Old
Town, four miles north, or
at Point Loma, where their
ships first anchored. By the
early 1860s, Davis's New
Town — which had fallen
into decay — had gained
the nickname Davis's Folly.
Some of his buildings, now
dilapidated and abandoned,
were used as firewood.

Were it not for a
54-year-old furniture dealer
named Alonzo Horton, Pu-
Shuyi might have regained
its mudflat holdings. Hor-
ton arrived at Davis’s Folly

A June 1869
Union edito-
rial groused,
“This county
is $90,000 in
debt and there
is not a decent
public build-
ing in it.”
in 1867 and decided 1o walk
the acreage while waiting
for a wagon to take him 0
Old Town. Tt was love at
first sight.

“It seemed to be the
best place for building a city

1 ever saw,” he said later. Old
Town, however, repulsed

him. “I would not give you
$5 for a deed to the whole
of it,” Horton sniffed
Acting quickly, he
snapped up 960 acres of
downtown and uptown
San Diego property for
$265. The area (which ex-
tended from the foot of
Front Street north to Upas,
east to Sixth, south to A, east
10 15th, and south to the
waterfront) became knawn
as Horton's Addition. At the
time, there were only three
run-down buildings stand-
ing on the newly purchased
land. Horton erected the
first commercial building
downtown at Fifth between
] and K. He used itas his.of-
fice but later offered it to the
Bank of San Diego, the

county’s first financial
institution.

Prior to the bank’s ar-
rival, San Diegans carried
their gold and silver coins
on their persons, hid the
coins in safes, stashed them
in mattresses, or buried
them in their gardens. Pa-
per money was regarded
with suspicion. Horton, the
county's richest citizen, kept
his in a San Francisco bank
and had it delivered to him
by ship.

Convinced his Addi-
tion would supersede Old
Town as the city's center,
Herton built 80-foot-wide
streets, except for H Street
(later called Market ), which
was 100 feet, and D Street
(later Broadway), which

narrowed at Third. He sank
an artesian well on Eighth
between E and F and put
upawindmill. Then, when
gold was discovered in Ju-
lian diring 1870, Horton's
isi be-

House's completion, the
Bayview Hotel at Fifth and
F, built in 1868, had been
able to bill itself as “the only
hotel in San Diego that is
lathed and plastered.” Hor-

arriving in droves. The
elated former furniture
found his ing
$1000 worth of land daily
out of his office. Because he
was always on the move,
Horton used his top hat as
a traveling file cabinet.
When the population
of New Town surged 1o
2300 that year and business
began to thrive, Horton
erected Horton House, a
palatial 244 story, 100-room
hotel at D between Third
and Fourth. Until Horton

Y
offered gas-lit, walnut-clad
rooms, with marble table-
tops and washstands, sup-
plied with fresh soft water.
Suites rented for $1 a night,
and ordinary rooms went
for 50 cents, when other lo-
cal establishments were
charging 2 cents for
overnight stays.

But as the downtown
area grew more populous,
local-government con-
struction didn't — or
couldn’t — keep pace. A
June 1869 Usion editorial
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groused, “This county is
$90,000 in debt and there is
not a decent public building
in it” Although the assessed
value of real estate in San
Diego totaled $2,282,000, the
county lacked a courthouse,
jail, and city hall. The court-
house went up in 1872, fol-
lowed by a jail. But a formal
city hall wasn't built until the
early 1900s, at Fifth and
G Streets.

Meanwhile, Horton was
adding to his Addition. He
created Horton's Hall, prob-
ably the first “mixed-use”
building downtown, which
consisted of a store and roller
rink on its first floor and a
meeting hall and theater,
which seated 400 persons, on
its second floor. In 1871, he
also built a large residence for
himself at Tenth and G,
which took up a full city
block. He sank another well,
put up a second windmill,
and planted 90 types of trees
and plants, including euca-
lyptus, pepper trees, and ba-
nana plants, to the astonish-
ment of fellow downtowners
who believed that only grain
could grow in the local soil.

Alas, a stock market
crash in 1873 put an end to
the Addition’s boomlet. Peo-
ple left town, for there were
suddenly no jobs. Buildings
stood vacant. One man re-
ported that, were a cannon
fired down D Street from
Fifth at midday, only the
area’s serenity would be
disturbed.

So what did this down-
town look like in the 1870s?
According to writer Waldo
Chase, it resembled Knott’s
Berry Farm's Main Street, It
was a typical Western town,
lined with rows of single-
story wooden buildings.
Along Fifth Street, the major
thoroughfare back then, were
rooming houses, general
merchandise stores, lumber-
yards, blacksmith shops, Chi-
nese laundries, and saloons.
Locals brought their horses
to be shod at the Big Shoe
Blacksmith & Wagon Shop at
Eighth and J. They dined at
the United States Restaurant
at the foot of Fifth. Ladies
bought ready-made frocks at
Felsenheld’s Brick Store at
Sixth and F and accompanied
ailing family members to the
storefront of Dr. Fred Ephrat,
aGerman physician/surgeon,
who saw patients at Fifth
and H.

*Sidewalks” on Fifth
were 12-foot-wide planks
that ran from the waterfront
to C Street. Downtown's
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streets were dusty and
teemed with flies and fleas.
Merchants and residents kept
feather dusters at their doors
so guests could dust off their
dothes and shoes. Eventually,
when water became more
plentiful, men drove horse
carts with water barrels up
and down the streets, spray-
ing the dirt to keep the dust
down. But this d

vestment money once again
flowed into Horton's Addi-
tion. Lots, which had been
selling for $500 a front foot,
jumped to $2500. Corner lots
brought $40,000 apiece. By
1889, the area was receiving
fresh water via a flume from
the mountains. Electric trol-

were installed. New wharves
and commercial buildings
were being built. Downtown
San Diego was beginning to
grow up

Meanwhile, Back

In 1855, Walt Whitman
called for an architecture of

democracy“to emerge and be
of the sky” Chicago and then
New York City answered his
prayers in the 1880s. In fron-
tier Chicago, real estate prices
had skyrocketed from
$130,000 an acre to $900,000.
Land was at a premium.
There was nowhere to build
but up.

The word “skyscraper™
had been bandied about since
the 1840s to describe a “tow-
ering” four-story building, &
tall tale, or a big man. “High-
rise” was a term that would
come later, to signify a build-
ing tall enough to require ver-
tical transportation — an el-
evator. As buildings got taller,

the definition of skyscraper
changed. By the 1900s, a
skyscraper was a building 10
10 20 stories in height. Nearly
a century later, it was an edi

fice greater than 40 stories.
“Superscraper” — a tower of
100 stories or more — was
introduced to the architec-

tural lingua franca in the

mud, another muttered-
about debacle.

A baseball field stood at
the Lockling Block (between
C and D, and Sixth and Sev-
enth), where two teams, the
Golden Eagles and the Young,
Americans, played. In 1883,
when a building was slated to
g0 upon the lot, the field was
moved to the block bounded
by Aand Ash, and Third and
Fourth.

The stock market bust
promped a northerly mer-
chant migration from the
lower end of Fifth Street to
the cheaper lots of H and
D Streets. Meanwhile, despite
oppressive financial turns, the
bawdy Stingaree District,
centered at Third and 1

Streets, continued to thrive. _

Although it contained legiti-
‘mate businesses such as Chi-
nese laundries and vegetable
and fish stands, it also over-
flowed with gambling halls,
opium dens, saloons like the
Tub o’ Blood and the Silver
Moon, and brothels like the
Canary Cottage and the Turf,
where “hay-tosses” could be
had for $2 (“cheaper rates up
thealley™). At the waterfront,
from the bottom of 11th
Street westward, a squatter
town of rickety shacks on
stilts took shape near Gumbo
Slough and Pirates Cove.
Traversing the shantytown's
main drag, Wildcat Alley, af-
ter dark was considered dan-
gerous and foolhardy,

Wyatt Earp, whao listed
himself in the county direc-
tory as a “capitalist,” was a
downtown landholder at this
time. He controlled three
gambling halls, one in the 800
block of Sixth, next to the
Hotel St. James, another on
the north side of E Street at
Sixth, and the last at Fourth
Street, between D and E,
across from Horton Plaza.
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1980s, when the super-
scraper’s existence in urban
horizons became more

ment. Before this, tall build-
ings required massive ma-
sonry walls to support the

commonplace. weight of their upper foors.
William Le Baron Jen- ‘Their bases could be as much
ney is considered the father  as 17 feet thick.
of the skyscraper. In 1885, he After Jenney; architects
erected the ten-story, and engineers began to erect
180-foot-tall Home Insur-  tall buildings with thinner
ance Building in Chicagoand  walls, greater window space
d, “We ildis for sunnier i and in-
to a height to rival the Tower creased floor space for free-

of Babel.” The Home Insur-
ance Building wasn’t the
tallest building constructed
to date, but Jenney had de-
vised the first true skyscraper
construction. He designed a
steel skeleton for his building
that could distribute floor
weight evenly to columns, so
that the Home Insurance
Building’s exterior masonry
could be a nonstructural ele-

flowing office design. The
“Gearless Traction Electric
Elevator” of 1903, a vertical
light-rail system that sup

planted the steam-powered
clevator, further spurred up-
ward-ho growth. Manfredo
Tafuri in Architecture Today
(1975) called the elevator’s
advances “veritable chain-re-
action bombs" that over-
turned the 19th-century ur-

ban real estate market. Now,
commercial building rents
for every floor could be
equalized. Top floars, once
the exile destinations of

verticality, to allay fears of the

public that the tall monsters

might topple, Sullivan em-

phasized it in his designs.
P 3

cheap t =
climbers, became the most
desirable, and priciest, office
spaces.

The earliest tall build-
ings were utilitarian in de
sign. But the great Chicago
architect, Louis Sullivan be-
lieved this was not enough.
According to Sullivan, the
new skyscraper should ex
press “the force and power of
altitude.” “It must be every
inch a proud and soaring
thing, rising in sheer exalta-
tion that from bottom ta top
itis a unit without a dissent-
ing line,” he wrote. While his
nervous contemporaries

skyward in the tall buildings.

And they grew ever taller. A
of ing i

giants followed Jenney's

Home Insurance Building:

the 20-story Masonic Temple

in Chicago (1891); the

Building in New York (1931).

These great buildings
were monuments of the new
secular religion, corporate
America. They were designed
to resemble Greek temples,
Gothic cathedrals, Renais-
sance palazzi, and French
chateaux — even, in one
case, the Mausoleum of
Halicarnassus.

But because of San
Diego's far-west location and
1

50-story politan Life
Insurance Tower in New
York, modeled after the Cam-
panile of St. Mark's in Venice
{1909); the 55-story neo-
Gothic Woolworth Building
in New York (1913); the
77-story Art Deco Chrysler
Building in New York (1930);
and its Art Deco sister, the
102-story Empire State

the ity did
not participate in the tall-
building explosion that was
occurring back East. This was
a good and bad thing. Good,
because San Diego could
learn from the mistakes of
skyscraper pioneers. Their
rows of 20-story ziggurats
lacked setbacks, blocked
views, and darkened streets,

creating the claustrophobic
feel of a walled medieval city.
But San Diego's stunted de-
velopment was bad, said
planner john Nolan, who ap-
praised the downtown dis-
trict at the time, because the
city was “neither interesting
nor beautiful. It has no wide
and impressive streets, prac-
tically no open spaces in the
heart of the city, no worthy
sculpture.... It has done lit-
tle or nothing to secure for its
people the benefits of any of
its great natural resources”™
Downtown San Diego,
at 19th Century's end, re-
mained largelya collection of
single-story commercial
buildings that sported ads on
walls and roofs for Furnished
Rooms, Cloaks and Suits,
Southern Pacific Railway
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tickets, Coca-Cola, and still

photography. But within the

next decade, the city would

enjoy a building boom that,
chil i litt

velopers to top off the build-
ing at a lower floor. But since
there were no zoning ordi-
nances 1o prohibit the big ed-

P
tional building design, would
give it a more contemporary,
modern skyline.

Unsettled by the 1906
earthquake in San Francisco,
John D. Spreckels arrived in
San Diego ready to purchase
land that wouldn't shake him.
He bought up the downtown
lots on the south side of
D Street and erected San
Diego’s first reinforced-con-
crete structure, the Union
Building, on Broadway, to
house his various enterprises.
Near i, he built the Spreck-
els Theatre, then commis-
sioned the Hotel San Diego
at 339 West d the

ifice, the erected
the 39-story building as they
pleased.

Equitable’s hulking bulk
and the veritable streetside
eclipse it created sparked
New York City’s first zoning
laws, which restricted tower
heights and floor areas and
mandated setbacks so that
adjoining lots could be as-
sured adequate light and air.

In contrast to the Brob-
dingnagian constructions be-
ing built in American cities
during the 19205, European
architects Le Corbusier and
Mies van der Rohe were in-
troducing a revolutionary,

largest reinforced-concrete
building in California at the
time. It would eventually wel-
come visiting Hollywood dig-
nitaries Mary Pickford, Dou-
glas Fairbanks Sr., Gloria
Swanson, and Cecil B.
DeMille.

A rival hotel, the nine-
story ltalian Renaissance-in-
spired U.S. Grant, had pre-
viously opened for business
at 326-396 Broadway, where
Horton House once stood.
The E-shaped hotel, which
was, for a time, the largest
building in all of San Diego,
boasted 400 bedrooms, 200
baths, and a top-floor
ballroom.

Other buildings, most of
them humble brick-and-con-
crete Edwardian commercial
establishments and plain
Spanish Colonial-style store-
fronts, sprouted in the dis-
trict. They became the sub-
ject of an acrimonious polit-
ical-campaign war between
banker Louis Wilde, who en-
visioned San Diego as a
] the-Pacific,”

tall building as a glass prism.
Their “glass boxes” — simple

glass-encased shells framed
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in metal grids —
markedly with the ornate,
bulky behemoths that con-
tinued to crowd American
skylines. Theirs was an aes-
thetic of Euclidean simplic-
ity, in which seemingly
lighter-than-air buildings had
no bases, middles, or tops.
Perhaps they had yielded to
the words of Adolf Behne
who, in 1919, wrote in “The
Return of Art”: “Glass...re-
flects the sky and the sun; it is
like clear water; and it has a
wealth of color, form, and
character which is indeed
inexhaustible”

The first Modernist
multistory glass box in Amer-
ica was Holabird and Root's
A.O. Smith Research Build-
ing in Milwaukee, completed
in 1928. The movement
would gain increasing state-
side acreage as fluorescent
lighting, synthetic weather-
proofing, and air-condition-
further

sburgk
and merchant George
Marston, who hoped the city
would remain a pastoral re

sort town attractive to
tourists. Wilde branded
Marston “Geranium George”
and handily won the mayoral
election. But over the course
of the century, Marston's vi-
sion would mastly prevail.

Zoning Wars, Giass
Boxes, and

Glass boxes generated
large heat loads, and their
curtain walls required tight
seals to repel wind, snow, and
rain. In 1922, Willis Carrier
showcased his “man-made
weather” system — a heating,
humidity, and cooling de-
vice — at Graumann's
Metropolitan Theater in Los
Angeles. He soon installed
the first itioni

cal Potpourri
By 1916, New York City
builders had realized the er-
rors of their ways. When de-
velopers announced plans to
build the 39-story Equitable
Building, neighboring prop-
erty owners balked. They
pleaded with Equitable’s de-

tem and central refrigeration
plant in the 21-story Milan
Building in San Antonio,
Texas. Twenty-two years later,
Carrier would unveil a more
sophisticated “Weathermas-
ter system” that could deliver
air through ceilings and
piped coil convectors inside
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the glass box's walls. Carrier’s
invention would be used to
ool most all-glass skyscrap-
ers until the mid-1960s, when
additional cost-saving ad-
vances in air-conditioning

ies were 3
The skyline of down-
town San Diego after World
War | was still modestly tall
and neoclassically influenced.

But just prior to the Great
Depression, a few notable
buildings established resi-

son completed his 13-story
stecl-and-concrete Italian Re-
Dental Building (later the
Centre City Building) at 233
A Street in 1926, The follow-
ing year, renowned builders
John and Donald Parkinson
erected the Pacific Telephone
Building at Ninth Avenue
and C Street, while John
Spreckels finished an elabo-
rate office building that was
purchased after his death by
Bank of America. The bank
would occupy the building
for the next 56 years. Streets
away, the “Gothic commer-
cial-style™ Pickwick Hotel
(which now shares its prop-
erty with the Greyhound Bus
terminal) took form at
102-150 West Broadway. The
combo Art Deco/Gothic San
Diego Athletic Club (later the
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich
Building) of poured-in-place
concrete rose 13 stories at
1250 Sixth Avenue.

Perched on a hill at 702
Ash Street, the El Cortez Ho-
tel, a Spanish Renaissance
building owned by Haroun
al Handlery, held the title of
downtown’s tallest building
when it opened in 1927. It
gained notoriety for possess-
ing what may have been
America's first glass outside
elevator — “The Starlight Ex-
press”aka. “Haroun al Han-
dlery's Flying Carpet” —
which had been built at a cost
of $400,000. Years later, the
hoted would install a moving-
sidewalk bridge called “The
Travolator™ across Seventh
Avenue to allow guests easy
transit to a motel also owned
by Handlery.

Perhaps the most sigaif-
icant structure erected down-

tect William Templeton
Johnsea (who later built San
Diego's main library at
Eighth and E), the 240-foot
Irakian i i

Sports Nutrition
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Revival

structure became the
county's tallest commercial
office high-rise. Its massive
pillars, marble floors, and
heroic arches emanated hux-
ury and power. At a time
tors traveled 300 feet per
‘minute, the Trust & Savings
Bank Building's elevators as-

for a 25-mile radius.

Downtown Redux
The Depression quelled
commercial construction
t America for sev-
eral years. It particularly im-
pacted San Diego's down-
town core, sending it ona fis-
cal death-spiral that would
last more than two decades.
By the late 1950s, a mass ex-
odus of merchants and busi-
nesses from downtown had
resulted in a wake of aban-
daned buildings and a pre-
cipitous decline in
values. Though between
1950 and 1957, San Diego’s
population had grown from
334,387 10 494,201, its down-
town population dropped
8.6 percent from 12,204 to
11,157. Downtown's pedes-
trian traffic also plummeted
from 94,155 in 1948 to
58,588 in 1957.

Four miles to the north,
developers were buying up
Mission Valley farmland to
construct restaurants, hotels,
and stores. The rise of Mis-
sion Valley as a commercial
cenier appeared 1o be the fi-
nal blow for San Diego’s
d

the Union Bank, Security Pa-  postmodernism.

cific Plaza, Sen Diego Federal, “ " — the con-
and the Central Federal fluence of architecture and
Building gained footholdsin  ecology — had become an
the area. Glass b ! pt in Amer-
riving in the district and ica. Urban inhabitants and
would continue to be promi-  workers called for greenery
nent into the Reagan years,  and sunnier streets, while
when other cities had cast  property owners clamored
them aside to celebrate for more cost-effective build-
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ings. Throughout the United
States, a host of zoning ordi-
nances were enacted to en-
courage parks, plazas, and of-
fice greens at the bases of
skyscrapers, which were
growing ever taller. More
than before, engineers were
pressed to make these
obelisks stronger, safer, and
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As the buildings grew,
their elevator systemns had to
be rethought. The ubiqui-
tous single-deck elevator

in could
not efficiently serve giants.
like the World Trade Center,
whose two 110-story towers
welcomed Super Bowl-sized

crowds of 130,000 daily.
“Sky lobby systems™ were in-
troduced to save elevator-
shaft space. could
take large express elevators
to upper floors, then trans-
fer to “local cars™ that would
bring them to their destina-
tions. A third type of eleva-
tor format, the economical
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core, p y
the area below Broadway. A
few wags joked that this was
“Old Town's Revenge.” But
they didn't foresee the na-
trend of the 1960s, nor the
surprising impact of local
nonprofit organizations like
San Diegans, Inc., which
stirred downtown's
opment, and the San Diego
Downtown Association,
which stimulated downtown
retail sales advertised
“Dollar Days,” “Bargain
Days,” “Window Display
Contests,” and even “Mother
of the Year” competitions.

In the early 1960s, nearly
a dozen major high-rise pro-
jects (including the 23-story
concrete Chamber Building
at 110 West C Street) were
initiated in the downtown
area, most north of Broad-
‘way. The 1970s would be San
Diego’s Decade of Banks, as
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ing's two-tiered base, ac-
cording to odd- or even-

High-speed elevators
‘can travel nearly 1675 feet per

the fastest acceleration that

experiencing
dizziness or eardrum dis-
comfort from air-pressure
changes. But elevator de-
‘scents are programmed to be
slower. Aircrafis “; 3

(during descent) at a maxi-
mum speed of 500 feet per
minute, which, in elevator
terms, would equate to about
three floors per second. Faster
recompression can cause
queasiness and eardrum

Intermisslon
Before the 1960, tall build-
ings’ bracing and support
were focused at their cores,
to combat two fundamental
forces: vertical loads, im-
posed by gravity; and lateral
loads, induced by wind and
hquakes. Gravity loads

FREE MONTHS’
Pager Service
Lifetime Voice Mail

WE NEED YOUR TRADE-M!
ACTIVATE YOUR CELL PHORE FOR ORLY ‘18!

Pagfur‘i}’lus

4242 Camino del Rio North #15
s
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were not problematic for
contemporary skyscrapers.
Their steel-and-concrete
columns were already highly
resistant to compression. But
lateral loads still proved
daunting challenges to engi-
neers. Though many layper-
sans aren’t aware of this,

forces against buildings
<an be far more powerful
than the seismic forces pro-
duced by earthquakes, even
in shaky cities like San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles.

in thousands, and some-
times millions, of pounds —
slams against a building'’s
sides, attempting to topple
the structure.

The power of these
wind forces increases at
greater heights. For example,
wind is 4 times stronger at
the 100th floor of a building
than it isat the 50th floor. It's
16 times stronger at the 200th
floor than it is at the 100th
floor.

In the past, engineers
combated wind forces by
building wide bases to spread
out loads and improve sta-
bility. Most extant skyscrap-
ers have heights no greater

),
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ppropriate
support, these buildings
would sway significantly.
‘Were the Sears Tower to have
been built twice as high
{about 3000 feet), maintain-
ing its thin frame, it would
whiplash 70 feet from side to
side in high winds.

During the 1960s, engi-
neers discovered that by shift-
ing bracing and support to
skyscrapers’ perimeters, they
could make outer walls stiffer,
stronger, and safer, against the
wind's lateral forces. By do-
ing 50, they made the tall
buildings perform like giant
tubes. Examples of these new
tubed skyscrapers included
the “frame tube”™ World Trade
Center in New York City,
which has closely spaced
columns on its exterior; the
“trussed tube™ John Hancock
Center in Chicago, which has
cross-bracing on each of its
sides; and the modular-tubed
Sears Tower, which is actually
an assemblage of nine tubes
of varying heights.

Wind sway, if not
checked in tall buildings, can
make people queasy. It can
cause glass to pop out, parti-
tions to crack, elevators to
jam and bump against the
sides of their shafts, and trim
to burst from a building's
sides and hurtle to the side-
walks below. Even relatively
small amounts of sway can
affect a building’s operation.
When Boston’s John Han-
cock Tower was built, its top
swayed 12 inches each way
during high winds, causing
doors to open and close and
water to slosh in the toilet
bowls.

The fickleness of wind
exacerbated engineers’ prob-
lems. Strong winds create
tension on a building’s wind-
ward side, akin toa giant lft-
ing the building off its foun-
dation. The building’s lee-
ward side experiences com-
pression, as though an op-
posing giant is pushing the
edifice’s columns deep into
the earth. On the windward
side, partidles of the building’s
structural materials are
pu.lled apan. w‘hﬂ: particles

oeced
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shedding” further compli-  use as cladding on curtain  mass damper” further aided b d For land: Py d of it gl America, it
mmm hyu:o( walls. i in this fight. Installed within  decades, elevator shaftsand ~ had dawned...but not in had finally dewned on archi-
air swirl around a building’s According to William  a skyscraper's top floor, the  stairwells were major wind  San Diego. tects and city planners that
front corners, eddies or vor- Treﬁl author of A Scientist  damper helps. amlml th: conduits. But the introduc- the public hadn't warmed to
tices are d that, at ks at the City, tion of energy-efficient dou-  Escape from Bandness  the heat-intensive glass box.
certain wind speeds, can  ern skyscrapers mhglllsr h:dlwmi.h typically con-  ble revolving doors changed lzw- I.!‘.Oﬂll‘sm People said they were re-
match a building’s natural  than the rock they dit sists of a 400-ton block sand- that. The doors prevented Pulitzer Prize-winning aloof, and de-
period of oscillation and re-  that had been excavated to  wiched between a large  cold drafis from sucking into mmmw woid of personality. Their flat
inforce it, until the building  make room for underground  spring and hydraulic piston,  buildings during winter and begyd'q:gmmmm plaras, and baxy
is in danger of toppling. garages and utility rooms.  which serves as a shock ab-  escaping in summer. Tinted had just visited San Diego's  silhouettes made them seem
This was particularly  “[T]he bedrock is actually  sorber. When the wind gusts developed during the  downtown core. He was un- ke giant filing cabinets for

troubling to engineers be-  supportingkssof aload afier  mightily, the block mavesin 19505, also helped regulate  derwhelmed. *[T}here's a hexs,
cause skyscrapers across  construction thanitwasbe-  the opposite direction ofthe  the interior temperature of  continuous absence of any ‘Buildings are often
America were becoming  fore)” he notes. wind' forces,thus dampen-  skyscrapers, for it more ofi-  real, significant downtown loved or hated purely on the
lighter. ment of By rigidly i ilding’ . iently : ; archites here” he said.  basis of their looks,” wrote
higher-strength steel had re-  outer columns to 2 solid wall Wind isn't a problem  sunlight than its nontinted  "It's dismal.... The office  Hijas Kasturi in The Inselli-
duced the size and weight of  of material, such as a steel  just at the tops of skyscrap-’  incarnation. mmﬂh-mo{ of Menara Maybank: A
columns and beams. Thein-  frame or set of diagonal ers. It creates gusty microcli- ‘With so many techno-  embarrassmentevenin Dal-  Case Study (1988), "and de-
troduction of artificial dia-  cross-braces, md by fortify-  matesathigh-rises’basesand  logical advances, architects  las and Houston.™ spite all the sophisticated
monds in cutting tools dur- ing buildings’ perimeters,en-  generates strong drafts that ~ were poised to abandon ‘While other cities had  technical input that goes into
curtailed their “crew-cut  their u!lnm wuhnul

ing the late 19705 had made it
h

gm:ns have succeeded in
fer and

possible to slice waf
sheets of granite and marble
as economically as glass, for

stronger against their neme-
sis, the wind. The “tuned

nal and external air,

and in air temperatures at

the glass box and embark
on a skyline-sculpting ji-
had that would forever
transform America’s urban

was just getting into the thick

be regarded as a failure” works of art.

San Dicgans were not Not all architectural crit-
yet bored with the box. In s liked architecture’s new di-
1982, a generation of mod-  rection. Some accused John-
ernist skyscrapers took shape ~ son and gang of "aesthetic

i s sodls. ice ™ Others agreed
seven-story First National ~ with San Diego's Bob
Bank at 402 West Broadway Mosher, FAIAE, retired
rose, followed by the 24-story,  founder of Mosher, Drew,
black-glass Imperial Bank  Watson & Ferguson, who
Building at 701 B Street  built San Diego's
(which some later called the  Central Federal Savings &
*“Darth Vader Building™). The Loan Tower. “When there's
pyramid-shaped 27-story  money to be spent, when ar
Columbia Centrewaserected  chitects are challenged to do
at Columbia and B Streets.

And at 101 West Broadway
rose the award-winning
20-story octagon known as.
the Wells Fargo Bank Build-
ing, which was the first

tween the structure ami its
city and people, it can only
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glass

Fifty percent of l.he ten-
ants of these and other
downtown office buildings
were law firms, Accountants,

financial
ment brokerages made up
another large percentage of
office inhabitants. Perhaps
the then-staid images of these
industries called for encase-
ment in modernistic boxes.
But this would change in
years to come.

Elsewhere, postmodern
architects gleefully rum-
maged through history books
to appropriate architectural
and artistic styles of the past
for their clients. Corporate
America was experiencing an
Edifice Complex. It wanted
its headquarters to stand out,
to hijack attention, to make

invest-

SEXUAL ABUSE BY THERATIST

unprecedented building
boom, the largest in the city’s
history. By 1988, 21 major
commercial projects were
under way.

40 INSURANCE BAD FAITH
41 DUTIES OF INSURANCE, 0.
43 FIRST PAXTY CLAIMS/MEALTH/

L 497-foot gable-roofed Hyatt  movement’s designs. Perhaps
modernist hybrids that radi-  Regency at One San Di ;
cally altered the downtown (the tallest waterfront hotel the Hyatt and One
skyline. The pink-granite,  onthe West Coast) resembles ~ America — harbingers of
34-story! Towersat  a screwdriver in silhouette. shapes to come — are tools
B Street between Seventh and And tallest downtown resi- for its future. With luck,
Eighth was completedbySkid-~ dent, One America Plaza, at Plaza may serve asa
more, Owings & Merrill in 500 feet, hasa Phillips screw New Age talisman against
1989. Thirty-story Emerald  driver—shaped rooftop that  overbuilding and outrageous
Plaza, which consists of eight  complements the Hyattand  flash. Each of these structures
hexagon-shaped towers, was  offers a panoramic view of  is striking, contemporary,
designed by developer San-  Balboa Park, the San  luxurious, yet appropriatel
dor Shapery to be metaphor- Diego Bay, and Coronado. subtle for America's sixth
ical crystals growing out of Postmodernist students  largest city. They're good ur-
downtown’s bedrock. The  look for meaning in the  ban citizens and positive role
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a statement.

Said César Pelli, dean at
Yale's School of Architecture,
“We are now free to create a
;"’“719"“"“"“ of *Y::P; J0 WHAT IS CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY?

mistic, celeb 3 WHAT 1§ GIAPTER £ BANKCRPTOT
joyful, public, accepting their # conl Extriay momiaryy
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other. Up went combination 7 coMMNITY FROPERTY £
Renaissance, Gothic, even =]
Cubism-influenced buildings i sy e e s e provie i | |2
of averwhelming scale, un- DU e s coe

Thi i docs et s ol el stion

c and intense o i lemded e replece gl commsel, b i prvided E
impact. Some were mere Jree somgh { cllingfrom omsving ares o E
caprice. Others, like Boston's e S g = o oo i
Fort Hill complex, a compo- &
sition nfv:mnl mdq)hm g
cal sh: each E

other, reflected hi




models for future construc-

abandoned, or even eased,

one day for construction. Dearly 165,000 people. But 6 for mewly
tions, They can lead archi-  Most are planned for Asia, the sky literally will be the  San Diego may have to  most of al, our species’ so-  budtlaxury high-rses. And.
tects away from temptations  whose recent finanial crisis  limit for downtown's edifice i welcome taller  ciable nature ultimatcly as it becomes a 24-hour dity, l‘. . "
10 create audacious things:  may have postponed their  height. skyscrapers toits walerfront.  deter us from choosing the it will e to shoulder mare
futuristic bechives, rocket-  development. But a few are Bt “Geranim George'd™ Oddly enough, it may be " ‘residents, tourists, e es m e a]ne at Or one nce Our
shaped megaliths, and sky-  slated for US. soils — New  ideological = logy that keeps San  existence offered by a super shoppers, and ’
piercing obeliks that frighten  York Gity, Chicago, Atlanta,  thousands of them — would 's skyline friendly. scraper, where one would  yes,even additional transients g 5
pilots. and even Newark. protest this, yes! And they “Tall buildings don’t  live, dine, shop, and work. and crime. .
On drawing boards of probably would triumph,  make sense in the telecom-  Such a contained lfe sounds But because San Diego a wo a ar m e m 0 lant an
architects in America, Eu- San Disgo Futurama unless 21st-century San  munications age, either eco- too much like house arrest,  continues to cautiously fol- ’

nomically or socially” says

low the foibles and tri-

rope, and Asia, however, are ‘Whither goest San Diego’s - at least 1o our 20th-century %

such creations. Bearingweird  own skyline in the 215t Cen-  for living and workingspace.  Ken Carper, professor of ar-  sensibilities. umphs of its urban Ameri- . .

names like “X-Seed 4000,  tury? Upward bound? Radi-  Certainly, it's unlikely that at i D San Diego  can sisters, it may enjoy an- 0 e Oun to e a henom n '
“Mother” and “Dynamic In-  calized to reflect future de-  San Diego will ever hostsu-  State University. Telecom-  will have to continue to deal  other 100 years of intelligent L] e e .
relligent Building,” they are  sign trends? If San Dicgo's  perscrapers like Chicago’s  muting, the Internet, ad-  with thechallengesposed by development.

poised to rise anywhere from  airport is moved, flight pat-  quarter-mile-high Sears  vances in telephone and ca-  an increasing population and Geranium George is I . . .
200010 13,123 feetabovesea  terns may change. Andif the  Tower, which is, in actuality,  ble technologies (which per- ~ “ igrations,”  bettingonit.m 0 tam nce u

level if they are green-lighted  FAA's height restrictionsare  a self-contained city of  mit us to set up bases where  when eager tenants abandon — Susan Vaughn | Or a Space ln 0 er
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G_omlJ)y_eJo Booze, Hooch, Juice,

John Barleycorn, Firewater, Rotgut,

It is 9:30 on a crisp morning in Hillcrest.
The sun is out after a chill rain yesterday,
and I notice for the first time that the mon-
key flowers beneath my window have blos-
somed the color of new blood close to the
skin. I am on my second cup of coffee and
cannot describe the taste of it held too long
in the mouth; earlier I was wondering how
one would explain to someone insensate
the difference between a sip of orange juice
and a subtle but poignant pain. I see my
wallet next to the bed and know there is
money in it. The room smells of last night's
pipe tobacco and spiced cider, and I don't
mind. Traffic on Route 163 outside my kitchen
window, beneath the bridge on Robinson
Avenue, sounds for all the world like surfin
the wake of a distant storm.

lam curious about the fate of the mad-
man who was following me around for 24 years trying to
kill me. Where does that part of you go when it's gone?
And he is gone. I don't sense him. Is he gone for good o
waiting like a shadow at the end of the day?

August 1974: New York rury 1am staggering down Colum-
bus Avenue cackling to myself. I turn abruptly west on 6%th
Strect,lan against the redbrick of a populas restaurant, and
omit ith wilted lettuce. 1 almost
«choke because I'm laughing so hard. I press my face against
the cool brick, wipe my mouth with my white shisttail, I
am gasping for air, my shoulders rising and falling, help-
less with mirth. Iam afraid I might choke on my vomit, like
Jimi Hendrix, and the thought sobers me a little, but only
alittle, The sky is lightening over Central Park, and at five
in the morning I can already tell it will be another hot day.
1 press on toward Amsterdam Avenue, still laughing,
weaving unsteadily with the night's tequila. [ am thinking
of the waiter, Noah, and how he nailed those pretentious

]
by
e
e

I started
drinking in
earnest, | have
not been sober
for more than
a week at
a time in

three years.

Spirits, A Drop Of The Creature, The Hair Of The Dog,
A Stiff Belt, A Cold One, A Cocktail, A Snootful

queens at table five.

I was behind the bar at Dazzel's on 68th
Street. It was my first week as a bartender,
and it had been a good one. The heat wave
had brought business into the air-condi-
tioned bar, and actors and Puerto Ricans
drank pifia coladas at the tables on the side-
walk. Nixon had resigned on the air a few

ichts eark i wded

around the television set, clutching their
gin and tonics, their Camparis and kirs. 1
had raked in almost $300in tips that night
alone. .

Noah and I had established a system
of duplicate slips with a code. (SPF meant
“Short Pour to the Floor”; JP meant “Jer-
sey Price™ — add a dollar, Or AT for “Aggra-
vation Tax.") The night before I found

myself weaving toward West End Avenue at dawn, two
aging men, Broadway groupies, had come in, already drunk,
and made lewd comments to Noah and me. The men at table
five were both bald, though one combed strands of hair
over the top of his head, and both had gin-blossom noses.
The balder of the two wore a cranberry ascot. They asked
for the wine list. We had no wine list.

“We have house burgundy and Chablis,” Noah told them.
“We have cabernet sauvignon by the bottle, a Colombard,
and we might have some Beaujolais. Other than that, we
have Yago Sangria.”

They sent back the burgundy, then the cabernet, then
the Beaujolais before Noah agreed to run across the street
and purchase a $6 bottle of Valpolicella. They then ordered
steaks.

The only edible iterns on Dazzel’s menu were the burg-
ers and the chili; the cook, a Chinese guy named Alan, was
ulua]lyrmdnu\klommgtmy!hmgds: He would throw

6, and | would calo him dowsiwith
steins of dark Wllrtzhurgﬂ beer. Noah took their order
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and returned to the bar. We laughing, ! laughed with him,
were faced with three open  and we were joined by a few
bottles of red wine. Noah customers crowded into the
poured for the two of us. service area of the bar who
‘We drank as the mid- had overheard the snobby
dle-aged their ! from the two
plucked eyebrows at sieak  insufferable patrons on whom
that was cither too rare or the joke seemed lost.
100 well-done for their lik- When we finished the
ing. They sent back four three bottles of wine, Noah
steaks before settling for taught me to drink Cuervo

- medium-well-done fifth and
sixth pieces of New York cut
and asking for ketchup.

“Do you believe it?
Ketchup!” Noah was pour-
ing from the third bottle
now, the burgundy, and his
face was flushed with laugh
ter. “Ketchup.”

My previous experience
with wine was all cheap gal
lon stuff in San Francisco,
just something to punctu-
ate the joints and lubricate
cotton mouth. | was now
enjoying the adult buzz of
the oenophile. I felt confi-
dent, worldly, and warm as
the bar filled with the pre-the-
ater crowd headed to Lin-
coln Center. | watched Noah
fold a bar towel over hisarm,
grab a bottle of Heinz, and
approach table five. He pre-
sented the bottle with a flour-
ish and asked, “Heinz 57,
sir?” Then he cracked up

Gold tequila from a pony
glass with an orange juice
chaser. “You'll never get a
aslongas you drink

O.]. with it,” he told me.

We closed the bar at
4:00 a.m. and sat together
among upturned barstools
for another hour until we
had finished the bottle of
Cuervo. We exchanged
secrets: Noah confessed he
was gayand 1 told him about
my ambitions to write. We
tsked-tskedabout poor Steve,
the bartender who was teach-
ing me to tend bar. “He'san
alcoholic,” Noah pro-
nounced, “a stone drunk.”
1 nodded sagely, shook my
head, and drank. We were
right about poor Steve. He
was dead a year later at age
32 from cirthosis,

‘The image of Noah pre-
senting the flaming bastards
at table five with the ketchup

bottle returned to me as [
vomited on 69th Street in
the first hint of sunlight. |
laughed for the next three
blocks before climbing the
stairs to my apartment and
passing out next to my girl-
friend. I woke up four hours
later, still in my clothes,
smelling of cigarette smoke,
puke, hamburgers, sweated
alcohol, and feeling, all in
all, just fine. I had the kind
of hangover I would have
many times later in my 20s:
groaning manfully, exag-
gerating my well-earned dis-

camfort after a roguish

earlier | had been drinking down the long driveway. He
gin (Gordon's, if Iremem-  must not have retumed to
ber correctly) from thebot-  sleep, and I still picture him
tle with Eddy Kozak (also sittingin the dark, smoking
dead now for many years), his pipe, resisting the temp-
my friend Rick Charts, tation to see if his drunken
two girls: Colleen Skowand  son ing to death. It
Sandy

That memory is a blur

in frozen mud on
the old Antioch runway
beneath the headlights of
Eddy’s Fiat. I recall being
frog-marched at the end of
‘the dimly remembered night
down the quarter-mile road
to my house, Rick on one
side, Eddy on the other, at
four in the morning. We
slipped and fell on the ice,
laughing and cursing, cov-

vhere. They

debauch. | felt like Humphrey ~ ered in mud and puke and
Bogartor I was

onmywaytobeingthekind  carried me past my house
of hard-dnnking, two-fisted, the unheated

virile novelist | wished to
become. Never mind that 1
hadn't written anything yet.
In a way, this was more
important.

1 date my love affair with
drink from that night and
do not count the episode at
an abandoned airportin [li-
nois when [ was 14 years old.
That February night 9 years

like a thief, but he never said
anything else about it.

1 discount that dalliance
with booze, since many peo-
ple have some story like it
and do not become alco-
holics. Often these adoles-
cent episodes serve asa cau-
tionary experience, result-
ingin a lifelong wariness of
intoxication. I, however,
learned nothing, It was nine
years later on 69th Strcet in

hattan that I thought [

tage where they stretched
meonabox springand cov-
ered me with a mattress. A
couple of hours later, my
father came in to wake me.
He stood in the doorway of
‘the cottage, against
the gray dawn over the snow-
«covered Illinois lake and said,
“Fun, isn’t it?”
Wemust have woke him
with our pathetic slapstick

knew the answer to my
father's question. Weaving
and cackling, recking and

for, had Theard my father's
voice ask, “Fun, isn't it?” |
would certainly have
answered, "Oh, yes, Dad. It
"

P

The night before I got mar-

ried at the end of July in
1977, 1 got roaring drunk
with my bartender friend
Gerry. I kept calling it “my
last desperate and pathetic
fling at youth,” to which
Gerry woukd reply, “Don't be
ridiculous, it’s a damned fine
desperate fling at youth.
Nothing pathetic sbout it.”

Early that morning was
‘my first blackout. | rose from
our bed, punched out the
screen door to the patio of
our West Side garden apart-
ment, and tossed and
smashed my bride’s potted
plants against the side of the
building, | went backto bed
and to this day have no first-
hand recollection of the
occurrence.

Winter 1978: California. A

new parent, living in low-
income Navy housing in

ifornia, | work
two jobs, one as a part-time
‘bartender and one as an occa-
sional waiter. On days and
nights that [ am free, I sitin
front of my Ollivetti electric
portable and try to write
short storics for the maga-
zine markets. Next to me,
invariably, is a large tum-
bler of scotch or gin or rum
with soda or lime juice. 1
write until I can no longer
learly see the page and typas
become the rule rather than
the exception. I write over
a dozen stories in three
months, and while I come
close several times, | am still
two years away from publi-
cation. Rejection fetters are
a terrific reason to drink.

My first short-story sales are
in 1980, two stories to two
editors in one day. Thisis a

terrific reason to drink.
For the next four years
Lwork as a part-time bar-
tender while writing, mak-
ing the infrequent short-
story sale and working on
novels. By 1984, ten years
after | started drinking in
eamest, | have not been sober
for more than a week at a
time in three years. | have
become what they call a
“functional alcoholic.” That
is, 1 don't beat my wife or
«hild, I don't get fired, drink
in the moming, or hide bot-
tles anywhere. | am pro-
ductive. I do get a costly and
much deserved DUI while
home from work one

DO YOU SUFFER

FROM DEPRESSION?

RESEARCH STUDIES
AVATLABLE FOR DEPRESSION

SYMPTOMS OF DEPRESSION INCLUDE:
appetite and weight s Difficulty concentrating
«Sleeping too much or too little  Loss of interest or pleasure
«Decreased energy » Thoughts of death or suicide
« Feelings of worthlessness or guilt

.

1f you have been

all of the

you may be

night at 2:00 a.m. Still, I can’t
imagine life without the large-
molecule compound of
ethanol lubricating  the
of middle age and
a mediocre career.
‘With drink, everything seems
ppossible, and without it, quite
impossible. My sober world
is stale and profitless except
for my young son and the
dreams I share with my wife,
which swell, take on dimen-
sion and color, with whiskey.
Nolk than William

e s -

fee spoons. It would be a
long time before this beg-
gar's choice could be iden-
tified as a kind of abiding
depression.

Meanwhile, my drunken
transgressions can always be
accommodated by literary
history. I am in good com-
pany: Raymond Chandler
and Mark Twain, Anthony
B dGrah.

own. Failure and mortality,
the gray consequences of
choices, thin and laughable
aspirations can all be trans-
mogrified, or at least kept at
arm'slength, now the length
between me and the type-
writer and the glass.
Ironically, my work con-
tinues to improve despite
the path I am on. It th..

e of
and John Cheever, Dylan
Thomas, Eugene O°Neill,

Faulkner commented on the
range of perceptions seem-
ingly unavailable without
bourbon. Even hangovers,
even when I'm crying with
the pain of them, seem a
preferable alternative to mea-
suring out one’s lfe in cof-

tone, Poe, and Ray-
mand Carver. The scent of
booze is on the page: Jim
Beam, Tanqueray and Guin-
ness, Pouilly-Fuissé, Rémy
Martin, or Dry Sack, all seem
nearly visible characters in the
best work of these authors
and, more frequently, in my

bly would
posslbily sooncr. My mar-
riage is foundering, but I can
point to the page and say,
“I'm doingall right.”

June 1985: Chicago.

lam sitting at a table on my
brother’s patio at his house
on Chicago’s North Side.
My brother is next to me,
my mother across from me.
Itis, I don't know, say,

mortgage rales.
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3:00 a.m. We are all drunk,
bnt]mlhemlrqumg

and cruel, oppressive and

oxygenless. My mother isa

lamabout to |
wife in San Dng)ﬁ)ranain
woman, and the pain is at
the same time unbearable,
terrifying, murderous yet
exhilarating, life affirmative,
like a million-dollar wound
in combat that will leave you
crippled but save your life.
I am here because a shrink
told me to go somewhere
fora week or so, away from
both women (“Do you have
any family you can visit?"),
and get some perspective.
I've been playing music all
night with my brother and
sister, someold friends, swat-
ting mosquitoes in the humid
night, drinking shots of J&B
scotch and Stroh’s beer, The
night has become strange

the moon-
light, speaking in dlichés,
while my brother refuses to
use the word “divorce” and
urges me 1o start courting
my wife again (soon he will
leave his own wife of 22 years
for an airline hostess/exotic
dancer in Texas). My sister
and her lesbian partner are
snuffling cocaine, making
outin the garage. Before the
sun comes up, after my sis-
ter passes out, her friend will
try to give mean ineffective
hand job. | leave, walking
south along Lake Michigan,
passing the homeless and
deranged, all of us sweating
liquor in the predawn heat

Many of the street creatures
greet me as if they know me,

B
06181, 06-162

welcoming me as if it is
among them that I truly
belong.

When the sun on the
horizon is mirrored on the
surface of thelake —a glow-
ering fircball behind stream-
ersof carbon, douds of indus-
trial smoke — I begin to
experience my first truly
psychedelic hangaver, my
nerves singing like piano
wires and stretched like
weapons. | am in hel, I real-
ize, and I try to clock exactly
when it was that | entered
and which way might be out.

Later that day I boardan
airplane back to California.
Flyingthrough dense clouds,
reasoning through Valium
and Bloody Marys, I decide
to leave my wife, knowing
that no matter what deci

PACIFIC BEACH « SPORTS ARENA « ENCINITAS « ESCONDIDO
EL CAJON = CHULA VISTA « UNIVERSITY « OCEANSIDE

sion I make, | am pretty much and-roll lyrics: wshawnleuvnfemys,
damned. Thﬂuddha says aman “Thomas has no

— blind leperin o hide/ Thomas h
1987: Mexico. Sittinginmy a ring of fire and know only flakes to grind”...
livingroom lookingoutthe  Nirvana / Well, Nirvana is 1 have, just the night
picture window to the surf closed for an hour to sweep before, come to the true con-
beneath the cliffs, the up the floors, put new records  clusion that the woman I left
squadrons of gulls, pelicans, on the juke box.... my wife for two years ago is
aspil of sea lions and surfers. lam drinking, chewing  insane. I keep cating Valium
On the mesa to the north  the codeine I was prescribed  and codeine, drinking sneak-
are horses and a cabaliista  after my operation for swim- ing up sideways, crabwise,
‘hustling tourists for rides on mer’s ear, and taking the cowardwise toward death.
his i In frontof ng with Val- Itis 11:00 a.m. and I should
me on the coffee table is my |um I am smiling out the be dead by sundown. Instead,
Olympia manual typewriter, ~ window; my fingers seem | sleep for 24 hours. When

the early pages of my third
sold novel, page proofs from
my second book, a bottleof
Cutty Sark, prescription bot-
tles of Valium and Tylenol
with codeine. In the platen
of the machine

numb, swollen and too fleshy,
uncontrollable'and fasci-
nating like an infant’s. T type
clumsily;

In the news today, a man
took a job as a grapefruit in
a well-known breakfa I

poem called “Mexican Hol-
iday” that reads like rock-

/ He could not be reached for
questioning, but he's expecied

1 wake up it is noon. The
ocean is still there and the
guls and seals and surfers. The
poem is still there — and
the bottle. am puzzled that
lam still alive. At least [ don't
feel much.

January 1991: Chicago. A
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lesbian bar on Belmont
Avenue. Itis my sister’s hang-
out. All her friends are there,
and I know many of them;
they are buying me drinks.
Nice women, attractive,
smart, and funny. I decide
they are very desirable and
ask several repeatedly to go
to bed with me. I don’t
remember how crude T might
have gotten. Crude enough
is my guess. My sister pushes
me up the stairs of her apart-
ment that night and I leave
carly in the morning. She
doesn’t speak to me for three
years.

February-May 1995: San

HEALTH AND

Diego. for some- drivers. We put
thing, I befriend a lesbian h:r:ﬂmgu!dnwn together
drinkingbuddyin Hillcrest.  and hold a long wake. We
Itis on the heelsof another  cry aboutalot of things and
relationship that turned to  discuss the poetry of Anne
shitin a way everyonebut me  Sexion, who had been Chris's
found i wetell
I'llcall my friend Chris.  each other stories, and hers

She introduces me to her still seem better.
friends in the gay bars of I have been drinking for
Hillcrest. | drink with some 21 years now.  should prob-
le and drink ably do ing about it
alot. Chris and I pass out bt exactly what is unclear.

but mostly conversation,
Trivial Pursuit, or the Chi-
nese game Go. We nurse

with flat

BEAUTY

LOSE WEIGHT
SAFELY

1lost 157 lhe. and malntained

‘Boand-Certilied Bariarc Physician
‘wellnessangiongevty, com

May 1998: Sharp Hospital,
San Diego.

The pain is so intense |
‘would start drinking again in
a heartbeat if I thought it
would help, but I know it
won't. | haven't had a drink
for four days because my
doctor told me to stop. I did
and yet my liver and spleen
swell with portal hyperten-
sion. I am doubled over.
Only morphine helps.

After two days in the

1l

liver had much improved
and I therefore did not have
cirrhosis as he had feared.
Whatever it was, it started
me off on a binge that halted

though it's way past the
monologue. Some airhead
actress s talking to Jay about
her kids. I thought I'd
changed the channel, but

have bled to death, died the
way William Holden, the
actor, died: drunk, falling,
and knocking himself out
on a coffee table. My hands

aweek later. On the wagon  nothing has changed. Except are shaking so hard I can
again for three weeks, then  a few things. barely dial my best friend’s
aslip. No problem. | was Thetelevisionsetisnow  number. “You're right,” [
leamning to stop; Ijustdidn’t ~ onmybed. Thebediscol-  say into the phone. “I can’t
quite have it down yet, that’s lapsed at the botiom end. quit by myself. I need some
all. 'MyVCRua::hﬂmdlsv help. Can you get me in
Two weeks dry ing on the floos angle o

drinking again for 11 days. nnlhlhdfnmwn_\mm- “Yes,” comes the voice
Mylandlordhastocanyme  tapes are scattered every-  on theother end, fearful but
into my apartment one night. where. The wooden tray relieved. “You're doing the
Heisagoodman Heunder-  tableto myleftissplintered  right thing. Stay there. I'l
stands, butof courschewor-  and collapsed. As I reach  call youback. Don't drink.”
ries. I dry out for a week, toward the set to once again L

and then I find myselfina  change thestation, Iscethat  September 1998, Tuesday,

neighborhood bar, later a
liquor store. For the next 10
days [ am drinking moder-
ately. It seems I'm learning
how. Only five or six drinks
a day. I am proving [ can
drink responsibly. I was wor-
ried over nothing,

One night at the end of

hospital
down. I don’t drink for five
weeks, and then 1 do.

I'll probably never
remember the exact, specious
train of thought that led me
to martinis before dinner
last July. It probably had
something to do with my
doctor telling me that my

ECELS
STADIUM DENTAL CARE
8590 Rio San Diego Drive
Mission Valley (in Kmart/Oscar's

(619) 299-1122

Offers goed wish b . Nt walid i inswrance, Add'l churges mey apply Ep. 4/1490,

look good and
feel better with
anew smile.

Whiter Teeth:
in One Hour! ; -5§

BRITE§SMILE

shopping center)

| DENTAL
! EXAM
| & X-RAYS

: Reg. $150

ptember I'm sittingin my
apartment waiching Jay Leno
and sipping vodka. Leno’s
not that funny. I get up to turn
the inel— no remote —
and I black out for maybe
ten minutes.
The next thing I remem-
ber, I'm sitting in my chair
again, still watching Leno,

OXYGENATING PEEL
el st b e

REG. $125

blood is running down my
arm. Blood has soaked the
collar and right sleeve of my
shirt. With sticky fingers |
trace the blood to the back
of my head and note with
detachment: Ah, I'm bleed-
ing profusely from the head
Oh well, the head bleeds a
lot.

The next morning 1
wake up in my clothes. Blood
is everywhere: on the pil-
lows and sheets, soaked
through a towel around my
head. I am scared and sick.
I realize | must have fallen
against the shelf and hit my
head on the VCR. I should

“ULTRA PEEL”
85

o et N e st ot ey

[y et ——y

e Refins fine i, v scariog.

= iy
dealfo ol skin ypes.

Specils expire Al 3,200

KIN CARE CLIN

4:00 p.m.: Vista Mesa Hos-
pital, Nurses Office.

Admitting nurse: “Have
you ever smoked marijuana?”

“Yes, but not in recent
years, really.”

Nurse: “How are you
feeling now?”

“Very shaky. Very tired.”

Nurse: “Have you ever
taken amphetamine?”

“Sure.”

Nurse: “Crystal meth?”

“Yeah.”

Nurse: “What about
LSD?”

“Oh, yes. Back in the
*60s and nr]y 70s."

Nurse: “Experimenting?”

SUPRA PEEL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL SKIN TYPES
“Dedicated to the Complete Revitalization of Body and
Spirit m a Tranquil Environment.”

“Uh-huh. Repeatediy.”

Nurse: “How often?”

“Ihave no idea. A lot.”

Nurse: “I see. Heroin?"

“No thanks, heh heh.
I'll take a Valium if you have
one.”

Nurse: “Did you ever
take heroin?™

“Yep. Back in "69.”

Nurse: “Barbiturates?™

“lused to.”

Nurse: “Here, you may
have a Valium. Do you want
one or two?”

“These are the ten mil-
ligram. Holy shit. N just

about 12 of these a day.”
“Christ, that would kill
a yak, wouldn't it?™
Nurse (resumes writ-
ing): “You'd be surprised.
Ever take Quaaludes?”

experimenting

“Well, no. Actually, 1
was quite enthusiastic about
them.”

Nurse: “How much do
you drink?”

“Is a lot a number?”

Nurse: “Do you drink
alone?”

“Not counting my war-
ring legions of inner
demons?”

Nurse: No response.
“Yes. I drink alone.”
Nurse: “Inhalants?”
“What do you mean?”
Nurse: “Aerosols, paint,
e
“What am I, insane?”
At the end of the admis-
sions interview the Valium
has kicked in and I want to
sleep. 1 have just honestly
admitted to taking large quan-
tities of almost every mood-
altering substance I've ever
heard of. I realize I'd beena
before I'd
even started drinking seri-
ously. I want the nurse to
note that I never drank
absinthe (I could never find
it), nor had I inhaled the

glu

tell the nurse mwhdjlm
sonweed once. "And if you
drink mescal with it and pass
out, you get those flying
dreams, you know? Only
you're flying about 100 miles
an hour and you're, like, an
inch off the ground.” As |
talkaround the thermome-
ter in my mouth, [ realize
I'm still loaded, though [
haven’t had a drink in 18

hours. The nurse, who is tak-
ing my blood pressure, seems
to know this.

My hands are shaking
100 hard to fill out the forms
legibly, and my friend has
to write in my social security
number, driver’s license num-

ber, date of birth, next of
in, etc.

1am checked into detox.
For the next three days I skeep
mostly, try to eat something,
have my vital signs taken
because you can die while
detoxing from alcohol. At

times you want to. I attend
meetings with other patients
and therapists that I recall
only dimly, Snatches of things
people said waft in and out
of my awareness: Denial is
God's mercy at work. If we
knew how fucked up we truly

— o ——em

are, we'd kill ourselves..... |
was walking around with a
hole in me, and that hole was
the shape of God.... Of the
ten of you in this room, only
two will make it in recovery.
Your odds aren’t good....
The book I brought with

‘me — The Man Within, Gra-
ham Greene’s first novel,
which I had never read —is
taken away along with my
aftershave lotion, my Swiss
Amny knife, and my nail dlip-
pers. At two o’dock in the
morningon the third night,

Grand Opening Speciall
1st 1000 people
Call for advance booking
1-888-673-EYES

www.lasik-vision.com
financing available
= .
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Our fee covers pre-procedure examinations,
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procedures. We are North America's
fastest growing laser vision provider.
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1 get up, go outside by the
‘soda machine, and, with my
head in my hands, start cry-
ing and cursing myself. My
roommaie, a kid of 18 and
a crack addict, follows me
and lights a cigarette. He is
1o leave the next day for UC
Santa Cruz to study archi-
tecture. I apologize for wak-
ing him. Once I start, [ can’t
stop saying I'm sorry.
“That's all right,” he
says and gives me a cigarette.
That was the only conver-

we all know who I'm talking

about, s treating us like crim-
inals. What are we, a chain
gang?”

Paxil: “Yeah, it's like,
what crime did I commit? [
thought we weren't required
o go to AA meetings if we
didn’t want to. I think Peter
is a goddamn Nazi, and |
don't apprediate...”

The man I'm calling
Peter is an assistant coun-
selor at the hospital, a ther-
apist in training. His man-

Wellbutrin: “Metoo. A
. little common courtesy

wouldn't kill him.”

Buspar: “I don't have
any problem with him.”

Zoloft: “Neither do 1.~

Lithium: “The guy
shouldbe working asa prison
guard”

Noah tasght me to driak Cverve
Gold tequila from a pony glass with

an orange jvice chaser.

sation | ever had with him. ner could be gentle and solic-
LI itous one moment, then over-

October 1998: Group ther-  bearing and preemptive the
apy session 11:00 a.m. next. guy gets me out of bed to go

Each patient has a nick- Therapist: “No names o a fuckin’ AA meeting?”
name that isthename ofthe  here. If you have concerns ‘Therapist: “We'll have
drug he's been given in treat- with a member of the staff ~ none of that, please. No
ment. In some cases, like  you may bring it up with  names. I don't think this is
Xanax, Vicodin, Everclear, that member, discuss it with the best use of our time just
d ok the admini or bring of you seem to
addict), it is the name of the it up at the community meet- ‘have difficulty with a single
drug he’s been addicted to. g Ifyouhaveangerprob-  staff member.”

Prozac: “I think Paxil lems or issues with author- Xanax: “] sense a cer-
has a point. This guy, and ity, this is an opportuni tain lack of respect from the

HEALTH

Therapist (seems sur-
prised that it is not just two
of us complaining about
Peter): “What about you,
Manuel?”

again! Il deal with it like a
manl™
Therapist: “Manuel,
calm down. There'll be no
violence here. This is a safe
Manuel is still shaking
with hallucinations, rage,

tangles
tracks. “The tracks of my
tears,” he told me one night.
“You like that long by

and parancia. On the tail  Smokey Robinso:

end of heroin withdrawal, Manny is

earlier by k- ke s Mexi
ingoutinthekitchenbecause  Richards. He has been a
he thought he was halluci- junkie for 30 years. He has
nating spidersin thecomers ~ hepatitis. He keeps trying to
ofthewalls. The spiderswere  escape, but they keep him
actually there — it is, after 5o drugged — and he’s half-
all, October in San Diego—  fried in the first place — that
but Buspar and Zoloft and e forgets where he is and
Itold him we didn'tseeany-  what he is doing.

thing, Since early this morn- Therapist: “I don’t want
inghiseyes have been dart-  to hear any more on this
ing around the room with  subject. Today Nilsis going

menace and fear. His feet

y Ty ki his skinny
whohas been prescribed so  wrists wrapped around his
many different drugs itis  skinny ankles. He is wear-
easierjusttocall himbyhis ingshorts and a T-shirt with
name. “I'll kill the mother-  two buzzards on it. One buz-
fucker if be gets inmy face  zard is saying to the other,

AND BEALUTY

to read us his autobiogra-
phy. Are you ready, Nils?”

alost weekend culminating
in his drinking vanilla extract
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i ki
his shaking. He ended up in
the: room, then at
Vista Mesa, since VM was
and is the only treatment
admit paticnts

mother's prescription-pill
habit, how he was elected by
his father to administer her
pills. Nils's father was rarely
home: his work and extra-
marital affairs kept him away.
When he returned he was
often drunk and would beat
Nils's mother. When Nils
got to the part when he, as
a little kid, was hiding in a

loset, listening to his father

Somerimes beauty is skin decp.

BEroRt

The alternative to laser md m!Cr~derm skin. Safe for all skin . Pain

chemical prcll No downtim free. Used by
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skin silky smooth. Tmn aesthericis
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acne and acne scarring, Reduces fine lines
WE@RLD SPA

and wrinkles. Ilqmm(cs sun dzmagzd
10397 Fnars Road * 619-624-0506

4 lunch hour |

3 |
Face miy. Espires #1300, i

£ BOTARSCAL SKIN CARE e

slowly mount the staircase,
slur his mother's name, and
pound on her bedroom door
with angry brick-sized fists,
Nils broke down in tears
One of us handed him the
box of Kleenex.

We would all join the
Kleenex Club, as we came
to term it, over the next few
weeks.

‘On the patio, between
lectures, therapy, study
groups, and video viewing
(“High Risk Factors,” “The

Critic Inside,” etc.), patients

have 15 or 20 minutes to
drink i coffee

NO KIDDING.

Your front teeth can be straighteped in as few a3 6 t 12 months with...
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and smoke cigarettes. Much
of the dialogue between
“inmates” — as we call our

selves — goes on in “the
yard.” [tis, ina way, a benev-
olent low-security prison
environment, and in a way
itis also like military service
during wartime, according
to several veterans. That is,
you get to know people very
well, pretty intimately, pretty
fast. You will likely never see
these people again, and not
everyone will make it. Some
will lose their jobs, homes,
marriages, their children,
their sanity, their lives. No one
knows how it will sort out in
the end, and we eye each
other with speculation: casu-
alty or survivor?

Nils is looking pretty
drained after reading his
autobiography, and he
doesn't want to talk about
it anymore. We talk about
Peter, the counselor, again
instead. It is something else
that unites us — our resis-
tance to him.

Paxil: “Maybe the guy's
job is to press our buttons,
be the jackboot.™

Prozac: “Yeah, test our
response to authority.”

Zoloft: “Maybe he's an
actor they hired.”

Wellbutrin: “Yeah, a
year from now we'll be at

When diet and exercise are not
enough, liposuction can help
eliminate stubborn fat areas.

+ Free computer imaging
* Low interest, high approval financing
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the Old Globe or the San
Dicgo Rep and he'll be
onstage.”
Buspar: “Yeah, be'll be
Lennie in Of Miceand Men.”
Xanax: “Blanche in

HEALTH AND

rant behavior and pretzel

logic of the career boozer.

We compare notes.
Buspar: “The last time

lqundrulkmﬂkcptﬁnd

ing up for weeks. The thing
is, 1 live alone. Who the fuck

leave a little bit in the bottle
next to the bed so when you

BEAUTY

Harte Your BALDING HEAD?
| Hatep MINE, T00...

The non-invasive hair graft ta gives you the fullness hair
ransplanes won't and the impossibl-i0-teil nawral kook.
Mﬂymmmmwm"mam

hmmﬁ

-800 925 1999

Surprisingly Affordable!

Call now for your free consultation.

anyway, but |
remember his spiek: rapid-fire-
stand-up-comic perfect. He
spoke about sitting beneath
his posters of Ritchic Black-
‘more and Jimmy Page, light-
ing his pipe made from a
toilet-paper roll and alu-
minum foil, seeds and stems

wake up at 4:00 a.m. after _ sparking, flying onto his  wouldn't get a drink for a
ttn-lmholkvddwp‘md Rolling Stones T- —|hm. He long time.
you' T
ing.youcandoashotand  to drink. “After a weekend  ment for six weeks with a
g0 back to sleep?” pass,” he recalled, “I drove  bunch of other drunks and
Everclear: “1 drank back to base on Coronado in ﬁl:kup.'rhtﬁmdly. this
mouthwash once.” my piece-of-shit car. I still had officer, a urges
This leads to a discus- a bottle ofbourbon with me all of us 10 be as honest as pos-
sion of the guy from West and I was still blasted. I ran sible with ourselves and each
Covina who spoke at the AA over the Marine and the ather while we're there. This
meeting in La Jolla Satur- guard tower at the entrance. one guy named Paco raises
daynight. Hisname I can’t  Therelam, upsidedownin his hand and says, I think I
recall, and he would be my car looking out the win- should tell you, my name’s

not really Paco. I€’s Randy.

dow at :he uuhed guard
-1

tower [ h he officer

could hear the Marine curs- “That's the first step toward
ing, but I couldn’t seehim. honesty, Randy. Thank you.
My only thought was to reach I'm going to make you a
around the car and find the trustee, the patients’
botl Shiag i

it as I could. I knew I was
going to the brig and 1

Asthma Study

1F you have been DIAGNOSED with ASTHMA,
you may be cligible to participate in a RESEARCH
STUDY for a currently available asthma medication
Participants will not be required to
discontinue their current asthma medication
For more information contact
RESEARCH COORDINATOR
LINDA RITZ, RN, AT 619-291-9285,
DR. ALEX MERCANDETTI
Primary Investigaror for AJM Rescarch
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rdible LASIK Discount

“From that moment on
we all knew Randy was gonna
be the guy who makes it. He
always had his dipboard and
took roll call and did bed
checks, and all his paper-
work was cross-referenced
with footnotes and every-
thing. He was released early
and went on leave. A few
days later he showed up back
at the facility. He pulled up
in a nice car that he must
have stolen, threw a whiskey
bottle at us that smashed on
the curb, gave us the finger,
and peeled out of the park-

ing lot. I guess he’s Paco

ﬂwa
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The speaker recounted
his dogged experiments to
both drink and take Antibuse
and his success at doing so,
the results of which were
hilarious and

That afternoon on the
patio we started calling each
other Paco whenever we
noticed behavior that was
too gung ho, too born again,
or seered too likely to relapse
outside of the hospital.

.. Days later: My turn to read

my autobiography.

Nils tosses me the box
of Kleenex before I start.
Everyone laughs — so do
1 — and | hand it back to
him. “I won't need it,” I tell
him. “It’s not that bad.” 1
begin to read

1 was born August 2, 1950,
in Oak Park, Illinois. My
parents were middle class.
My father worked at the now-
defunct film division of a
national ine while my
mother stayed at home with
e and my 18-month-old
sister. In most respects they
were the classic 1950s cou-
ple. At least they worked at
it.

M ionship with
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1-838-5D LASER
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¥

my mother was antagonis-
tic from the start. [ was a dif-
ficult child, and she was not
awoman cut out for moth-
erhood. Being the oldest son,
my father doted on me to
the eventual resentment of
my sister.

My parents did not use
akoohol much that [ recall, and
1 knew little of my mother’s
prescription and over-the-
counter drug abuse until
later.

One early memory is
that of having a Catholic
priest over for dinner one
night. I was still an infant.
A game was played that
involved either my parents”
or the priest’s giving me sips
of beer. | would sip at the
beer, then fall comically on
my butt (I remember wear-
ing diapers), and then get
up unsteadily and say “ma,”
or mare. This was repeated
until T fell asleep— or, more
accurately, passed out.

‘The family grew to eight
children. My older sister and
I continued to do battle: her
vying for my father's affec-
tion or attention and both of
usliving with the uncertainty
of Mom’s changing moods.
My brother Ron came along
three years after me, and over
the years we grew to be allies
against our mother and the
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women in the family. My

ignored him or dealt with
him as an idiot who got into
trouble because he was “not
that bright ™

At some point in the

Mwh% mummw
usthat I

ings of my mother: accusa-  painful memories, early sex-

tions und p of 1 episodes. all kinds of shif

b child I ppektein i

another. This was dealt with
by my father’s belt to our
backsides (me and my

the exercise in detox, float-
ingon Valium. I see that my
handwriting is alternately

*60s my mother used mz brother, mostly). While this  childlike and palsied. The
(then) over-th would be called child ab other pati hiftis
amphetamine De:zdnn:. today, it was then consid- their chairs, their eyes averted
She would talk on the phone ered merely sensible disci- to ceilings, shoes, fingernails.
for hours to other moth-  pline. My fatherdidnotseem  Ifsimpossible totellif they're:
ers, dispensing advice about to enjoy this duty, but at bored, embarrassed, moved,
parenthood. Shewasactive  times | sensed a real anger, or indifferent.)
in founding La Leche League ndqzhmdu(mymah:’
to promote breast feeding, ht.but My earliest painful
then out of fashion. At night Ihzh-wmyﬁﬂnmﬂymed is of being tied to a chair at
she would sit in front of  about his children. the age of five or six while my
the television taking swigs mother picked up my father
from a bottle of prescrip- (While reading this I pause at the train station. When

tion Nembutal, a power-
ful barbiturate.

relationship between
me and my growing num-
ber of siblings became: the
girls were the cooks, laun-
derers, and caretakers of the
younger ones, and I was pro-
tector, settler of disputes,
and father in absentia.

often for water, my voice
wavers, and I rest the note-
book and my hands on my
thighs to steady them, but I

they returned, standing in
the doorway my mother
pointed to me and said to
my father, “You see what
this bastard made me do?”
My father was appalled, and
1 don 't remember his pun-
further. L have

as to what

if’'m ly L yet
Thaven't lludldnnkfnntn

pr sy a5 supposed to

My father
hours and had a long train
commute. Once home, he
was interested in the news-

paper or television: ball games,

HEALTH AND

TPveoft Jdinpob-
lic and not found myself par-
ticularly nervous; now my
voice accelerates to hurry
the end of this thing, I see

have

To paint my mother as
a monster is hardly realis-
tic. She was under tremen-
«dous pressure to run a house-

BEAUTY
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hold and ride herd on five to
eight kids. Eventually she gave
up and let my sisters take over
while my brother and I did
outside chores — or, at times,
pretended to while we played
war, cops and robbers, or
spacemen.

An early pleasant mem.-
ory was my first birthday
party at my grandmother's.
1 remember being in a high
chair with a large cakein front
of me. It is painted with col-
ored frosting on the sides,
like a drum. I remember the
candle and much smiling,
clapping, and singing.

Trying to remember my
earliest conflict (as we are all
asked to do) isdifficult. They
seemed 10 begin at birth. Mast
of them with my mother. Iwas
rebellious, she was impatient.
I was made to feel irrespon
sible by the age of five. She
could be loving and reading
to us on her lap one moment,
then calling us “sons of
bitches” the next.

She once took me to
Grant Park, where I climbed
the statue of U.S. Grant. She
smiled up at me with pride.
She had had her hair done,
she wore lipstick, pearls, and

a dark blue skirt and jacket
She was the most beautiful
woman in the world.

Not long afterward she
was chasing me around the
house with a fireplace poker.
I had no doubt she intended
10 kill me. Again, I have no
recollection of what I was
supposed 1o have done or
not done.

At this point I stop reading.
Iam overcome with embar-
rassment. | seem to be blam
ing everything on my mother.
This sounds ridiculous to my
ears, “I'm not saying,” I tell
the roomful of drunks and
drug addicts, “that 1 drink
because of my mother. | miean,
she did the best she could.”

“Doesn't sound like she
did her best to me,” Paxil
says.

“Me neither,” says
Buspar

“Please continue,” the
therapist says.

I read on about my
Catholic education, the death
of my father when [ was a
teenager, the drugs, and my
24-year acquaintance with
my true love: booze, hooch,
juice, John Barleycorn, fire-

water, rotgut, spirits, a drop
of the creature, the hair of
the dog, a stiff belt, a cold
‘one, a cocktail, a snootful,
tying one on, going on atoot,
getting shitfaced, hammered,
smashed, three sheets to the
‘wind, twisted, blotto, pol-
luted, fucked up, destroyed.

I describe almost two
and a half decades of behav-

ing up next door, and the
strains of jazz piano coming
from a car radio in the park-
ing lot near the window. Feel-
ing suddenty, painfully, self-
conscious, | nearly don't read
the final paragraph. 1 do it
anyway because when [ wrote
it, | know, [ wasn't self-con-
scious at all.

“The bottle is empty,” 1

I realize | must have fallen against
the.shelf and hit my head on the
VCR. | shovid have bled to death,

died the way William Holden, the actor,
died: drunk, falling and knocking
himself out on a coffee table.

ior that consumed much of
my liver, my memory, and
my spirit. A portrait of the
uncommitted suicide. When
I read aloud the second-to-
last paragraph | hesitate, hear
the shuffling of chairs, the
clearing of throats, and the
cracking of knuckles, my own
breathing, the sound of traf-
fic on 163, a motorcycle start-

HEALTH

Do you dream
of having
whiter teeth?

The world’s most advanced technology to whiten
your teeth. Years of coffee, cigarettes and red wine
are erased in just over one hour!

AND

read, “The barroom is dlosed.
1t's time to turn up the lights
and for me to come home. |
pray to God | make it there.”

This petition is met, |

with silence. No one says
anything or clears his throat
or farts. The quiet is com-
plete except for the sound of
my breathingand my heart-
beatin my ears. Oh, and there

BEAUT

is, 100, the jazz from the car
radio in the parking lot.

That was last year. Not so
long ago, but there is, nonethe-
less, something about being
able to say, That was last year.
The sun is going down and
the room is the color of rosé
wine or tequila, orange juice
and grenadine. This is the
time of day that's between
one thing and another — the
day’s work and its rewards,

S )

or may not remember the
evening’s telephone calls. 1
will be certain I am dying,
and I will, more or less, be
right.

It might have been nobler
to have put down the bottle
for reasons other than my
expired liver, but I doubt
other reasons would have
sufficed. The grape and the
grain are seductive enough
to eclipse the memory of pain
and the certainty of a too-

it

long, agonizing, and dis-

cerns, problems of the pro-
saic and the hour of poetry.
Some punctuation is cus-
tomary here, and liquor over
ice, atleast momentarily, still
seems just the thing. With
the next several thoughts,
iskey takes on all the appeal
of a tumbler of battery acid.
One drink must become
two, and then [ am con-
fronting a kind of Catholic
Grand Guignol at 4:00 a.m.
A cast of grotesques will pop-
ulate the shadows of the bed-
clothes, and my thoughts will
accelerate down a black cor-
ridor of self-loathing. A weird
kind of masochistic sexual
arousal will do its peculiar
pavane with nausea. [ may

gusting death. If one wantsa
drink badly, even The End
won't stand in the way. But
1 find 1 am not suicidal. So
don’t drink. Maybe tomor-
raw, but nat tonight, not
now. | have arrived at a new
drug. After almost 30 years of
what might be termed real
ity abuse as much as anything
else, being sober (as opposed
to simply being dry) becomes
a type of altered conscious-
ness, a kind of cagnitive
cocktail.
“Happiness, too,” Camus
once wrote, “is inevitable,”
and he was right enough. It
is what he might have said
to Charles Bukowski's char-
acter Hank Chinaski in the

LZONIE.
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hold and ride herd on five to
cight kids. Eventually she gave
up and let my sisters take over
while my brother and I did
outside chores — or, at times,
pretended to while we played
war, cops and robbers, or
spacemen.

An early pleasant mem-
ory was my first birthday
party at my grandmother’s.
1 remember being in a high
chair with a large cakein front
of me. Itis painted with col-
ored frosting on the sides,
like a drum. I remember the
candle and much smiling,
clapping, and singing,

Trying to remember my
earliest conflict (as we are all
asked to do) is difficult. They
seemed to beginat birth. Most
of them with my mother. 1 was
rebellious, she was impatient
1 was made to feel irrespon-
sible by the age of five, She
could be loving and reading
to us on her lap one moment,
then calling us “sons of
bitches” the next.

She once took me to
Grant Park, where I climbed
the statue of U.S. Grant. She
smiled up at me with pride.
She had had her hair done,
she wore lipstick, pearls, and

a dark blue skirt and jacket.
She was the most beautiful
woman in the world.

Not long afterward she
was chasing me around the
house with a fireplace poker.
I'had no doubt she intended
to kill me. Again, I have no
recollection of what I was
supposed to have done or
not done.

At this point I stop reading,
1 am overcome with embar-
rassment. [ seem to be blam-
ing everything on my mother.
‘This sounds ridiculous to my
ears. “I'm not saying,” | tell
the roomful of drunks and
drug addicts, “that I drink
because of my mother. | mican,
she did the best she could.”

“Doesn’t sound like she
did her best to me,” Paxil
says.

Me neither,” says
Buspar.

“Please continue,” the
therapist says.

I read on about my
Cathelic education, the death
of my father when 1 was a
teenager, the drugs, and my
24-year acquaintance with
my true lave: booze, hooch,
juice, John Barleycorn, fire-

water, rotgut, spirits, a drop
of the creature, the hair of
the dog, a stiff belt, a cold
one, a cocktail, a snootful,
tying one on, going on a toot,
getting shitfaced, hammered,
smashed, three sheets to the
wind, twisted, blotto, pol-
luted, fucked up, destroyed.

I describe almost two
and a half decades of behav-

ing up next door, and the
strains of jazz piano coming
froma car radio in the park-
ing lot near the wi . Feel-
ing suddenly, painfully, sclf-
conscious, | nearly don't read
the final paragraph. 1 do it
anyway because when | wrote
it, I know, | wasn't self-con-
scious at all

“The bottle is empty,” [

I realize | must have fallen against
the.shelf and hit my head on the
VCR. | should have bled to death,

died the way William Holden, the actor,
died: drunk, falling and knocking

himself out on a coffee table.

1or that consumed much of
my liver, my memory, and
my spirit. A portrait of the
uncommitted suicide. When
I read aloud the second-to-
last paragraph | hesitate, hear
the shuffling of chairs, the
clearing of throats, and the
cracking of knuckles, my own
breathing, the sound of traf-
fic on 163, a motorcycle start-

HEALTH

Do you dream
of having
whiter teeth?

The world’s most advanced technology to whit
your teeth. Years of coffee, cigarettes and red wine
are erased in just over one hour!

read, “The barroom is closed.
I's time to turn up the lights
and for me to come home. |
pray to God I make it there.”

This petition is met, |
think, with silence. No one says
anythingor clears his throat
or farts. The quiet is com-
plete except for the sound of
mybreathing and my heart-
beat in my ears. Oh, and there

BEAUTY

is, 100, the jazz from the car
radio in the parking lot.
‘That was last year. Not so

longago, but there s,
less, about being

or may not remember the
evening's telephone calls. [
will be certain I am dying,
and I will, more or less, be
right.

able to say, Thatwas last year.
The sun is going down and
the room is the color of rosé
wine or tequila, orange juice
and grenadine. This is the
time of day that’s between
one thing and another — the
day's work and its rewards,
discipline and utilitarian con-
cerns, problems of the pro-
saic and the hour of poetry.
Some punctuation is cus-
tomary here, and liquor over
ice, at least momentarily, still
seems just the thing. With
the next several thoughts,
takes on all the appeal

of a tumbler of battery acid.
Onedrink must become
two, and then [ am con-
fronting a kind of Catholic
Grand Guignol at 4:00 a.m.
A castof grotesques will pop-
ulate the shadows of the bed -
clothes, and my thoughts will
accelerate down a black cor-
ridor of self-loathing A weird
kind of masochistic sexual
arousal will do its peculiar
pavane with nausea. I may

to have put down the bottle
for reasons other than my
expired liver, but [ doubt
other reasons would have
sufficed. The grape and the
grain are seductive enough
1o eclipse the memory of pain
and the certainty of a too-
long, agonizing, and
gusting death. If one wants a
drink badly, even The End
won't stand in the way. But
1 find I am not suicidal. So 1
don't drink. Maybe tomor-
row, but not tonight, not
now. I have arrived at a new
drug. Afier almost 30 years of
what might be termed real-
ity abuse as much as anything
else, being saber (as opposed
to simply being dry) becomes
a type of altered conscious-
ness, a kind of cognitive
cocktail.

“Happiness, too,” Camus
once wrote, “is inevitable,”
and he was right enough. It
is what he might have said
to Charles Bukowski's char-
acter Hank Chinaski in the

LZONIE.
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novel Hollywood when Chi- but it wore thin and [ missed enabled me to rationalize ~ Among the sins I consider  vana,"1 tersweet sharp
naski suggests a drink and  itscheapwarmthwhenitdid.  anything. 1am left with few  unforgvableinmyself—for-  that saying is hardly as  anddry asa martini, in rue-
his friend cracks, “That’s your It also proved to be demon- ocm.mtm other than death get n‘]ullrry or murder or L able as i fully marinating i boozy
answer to everything " Hank  strably untrue since my life d Mr. Camus's —isboredom.  Itisatleastacolorful propo-  cynicism. ButI find I can be
responds, “No, it smyanswer  became asmuch an ongoing  inevitable happiness. In other Idont.ofmum.mnbor- sition. Tryingto find theele-  world-weary and cool, roman- &
tonothing ™ Had Ireadthose  project of self-mythologiz-  words, though the innings  ingotbers; therecanbeareal | mentsof wonderinourown  tically rizzled, tragically hip,
words two decades ago, I mg as an ongoing project of  are late, [am in the game.  perverse satisfaction in that  idiocy, th i | and
mighth ion. | miss Niet- This new relationship  when it is called for. But to failwu-upprdmnd.imxnt- everything when I'm sober. =
my mantra. The dosest [ came zuhescmmu: facileness,  between thesclf and the world acluillybcbomiu!hzkmd ity, the texture and scope of  And I can remember that [ was . &
was Nietzsche's “God isdead,  Bukowski's handiness with  is not so much good orbad ~ of gfor  the play clvesin,  wrong.
mythsare dead, and with the aritual phrase to shrink the (mostly it is good, 1 think), illness that is a (m:. greasy thatis, if not Nirvana, atleast So I don't drink. Not 2
desth of myth, life became  distance between the glass  notsomuchbetterorworse  illumination of evil. When  fun, when you think about  tonight Oh,and thereis some
random, accidental, and mdvhehp‘ I'missthemthe (it is mostly better), asit is  the Buddhasaid, “A man can it. And you can’t think about ice cream left from last night

" Thi & way | th oramber ing more to the bebornablind leper in a ring it as well when you're drunk. when I didn’t drink either.w
stuff when [ was inmy 20s,  or blood-red potion that  point — it is interesting.  of fire and know only Nir-  No question there is a bit- — Geoffrey Firmin Radi I whole Wh -
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novel Hollywood when Chi- but it wore thin and | missed
naski suggests a drink and  its cheap warmth when it did.
his friend cracks, “That'syour It also proved to be demon-

toeverything.” Hank  strably untrue since my life
responds, “No, itis my bec h an ongoing
tonothing”Had I readthose  project of self-mythologiz-
words two decades ago, I ing as an ongoing project of
might have adoptedthemas  self-destruction. I miss Niet-
mymantra Thedosestcame  zsche's cosmic facileness,
was Nietzsche's “God isdead, Bukowski’s handiness with

myths are dead, and with the
death of myth, life became

random, accidental, and
meaningless.” This was great
stuff when I was in my 20s,

aritual phrase to shrink the
distance between the glass
and the lips. I miss them the
way | miss the clear or amber
or blood-red potion that

" enabled me to rationalize

anything, I am left with few
certainties other than death
and mystery and Mr. Camus's
inevitable In other
words, though the innings
are late, | am in the game.
This new relationship
between the self and the world
is not so much good or bad
{mostly it is good, I think),
not so much better or worse
(it is mostly better), as it is
something more to the
point — it is interesting.

Among the sins 1 consider
in —for-
get adultery or murder or

ing others; there can be a real
perverse satisfaction in that
when it is called for. But to
actually be bored is the kind

jafaction, sharp

vana,” [
that saying is hardly as

and dry as.a martini, in rue-

cymicism. But] find Lean be

of pting for
illness that is a true, greasy
illumination of evil. When
the Buddha said, “A man can
be born ablind leper ina ring
of fire and know only Nir-

Itis atleast a colorful propo-

sition. Trying tofind theele-  workd-weary and cool, coman-
ments of wonderinourown tically grizzled, tragically hip,
fadh when I'm sober.
ity, the texture and scope of  And I can remember that [ was
the play s wrong.

that is, if not Nirvana, at least So I don't drink. Not
fun, when you think about  tonight. Oh, and there s some
it Andyou can't thinkabout  ice cream left from last night
it a5 well when you're drunk. when I didn’t drink either. w
No question there is a bit- — Geoffrey Firmin
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Radical Whole-Wheat Architecture

A Pretty Little Shingled Bungalow

0se of us who have lived in

bungalows know their singular

charm. We don't wonder why
love songs have been written sbout
them. The word “bungalow” itself has
charm. Hindu in origin (bangla means
“house™), it is now used to describe any
dwelling with verandas covered by low,

wide caves.
But there
LOCAL | isaspeciallook
to the early
EVENTS 20th-century
un

built in San Diego by a gifted eccentric,
David Owen Dryden.

“Dryden's bungalows have an
Oriental flare,” says Don Covington, a
local architectural historian and former
professor of art at San Diego State
University who has studied the man
and his houses. “There is the look of
Japanesc architecture about them, with
their exposed wooden-frame structure.”

Dryden was 34 years old when he
came here in 1911 from Monrovia,
California, where he had been

1553 28th Street

apprenticed. By then, builders in Los
Angeles County were already part of
the Arts and Crafts movement that had
jettisoned Victorian style and
reinvented pre-Industrial era
aesthetics. Bungalows were part of that
revival. The Greene brothers, Charles
and Henry, were the most famous
Southern California bungalow builders.
They embraced what is known as the
Craftsman style of architecture.
Covington credits Dryden with
bringing that style here and making it
his own.

The difference between a
Victorian house and a bungalow is the
difference between a wedding cake and
aloaf of whole-wheat bread. Even a
basie bungalow would have scemed
radical to San Diegans of Dryden’s day.
His sloping roof lines, deeg eaves, and
heavy beams that supported those
‘eaves must have struck them as that
much more revolutionary.

Dryden houses went up citywide,
especially in Mission Hills, Loma
Portal, University Heights, and North

3505 28ch Streer

Park. Their first owners were
professional people. “Doctors and
dentists,in particular, or retired
industrialists from Eastern cities,” says
Covington. "And maost were fairly
wealthy.” They needed to be, since
Dryden houses were relatively
expensive. “Usually $3500 to $4000 to
build, they sold for double that
amount. It was high for the period,
when many other houses were selling
for $2500 to $3000.”

‘The quality of the materials and
anention to detail — outside and

lot of art-glass windows. Woodwork
done with very fine wood. Built-in
cabinetry. Ceiling and wall details.” All
of it requires a kind of craftsmanship
beyond run-of-the-mill.

“This wasn't just building,”
Covington avers. “Dryden was creating
works of art. I think houses of that
period are like little works of art.” Not
fine art, but folk art. *I think of Dryden
asa folk artist.”

1536 28th Street

David Owen Dryden

The greatest number of extant
Dryden houses are’in North Park,
between 28th Street and Pershing.
Covington counts 18 of them in a four-
block area. He and his wife live in one
at 3446 28th Street, on the comer of
28th and Myrtle. Dryden himself once

NITIY 1AV A8 SHavEOOLOHS
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lived in a house a block away.
“In San Diego he lived in
many different places, but he
stayed there the longest. It's a
pretty little shingled
bungalow.”

In 1925, Dryden left San
Diego for San Francisco and

n building in the
Revival style — “all stucco,
arches, towers, and colorful
tile,” Covington says. “It was
a style gaining popularity in
the 1920s, a style he started
developing here, and it was
his last style. He was out of
the building business by the
1930s. That was

"i Depression.”

Dryden was born in
Northern California. But as a
child, he moved to Oregon,
where he grew up. “And
that's where he really learned
house building, where it was
all that woodsy kind of look.”
Covington has been to
Oregon to interview Dryden
family members for a book-
in-progress. “I visited his
granddaughter and daughter-
in-law, who live in Klamath
Falls. [ saw his grave, the
whole works.” He describes
Dryden, who died in 1946, as
“flamboyant, quixotic,” and
“a personality who ranged
from high to low.” He says,
“He loved the ocean and
owned some fancy
automobiles. and loved to
drive on the beach. You
know, there weren't a lot of
roads in those days, anyway.”

He also describes this
scene: “His family said he
made and lost three fortunes
in his lifetime. He spent wildly.
He paid for things out of his
pocket rather than having
accounts. He was very loose
with his money. He just threw

Barbara Georg e gic el o b e
would go out to the cliffs, like
l Sunset Cliffs, and throw
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SeaWorld
Entertainment |
2000

Casting Call! |

ANY AND ALL TYPES OF SEASONED
PERFORMERS!

One-of-a-kind musical and specialty
acts, announcers, physical |
comedian/comedic actors, solo and duo
strolling musicians, hip-hop dancers, I
interactive announcers of all kinds!
DAILY RATES APPIY!

Bring two minutes of your best stuff. For all
announcer positions be prepared for a cold

reading. You must be at least 18 years old.
Photo and résumé appreciated.

For audition times, dates,
and location, call the
J5) Seaworld Audition Kotline: l
sry  619-226-3607
EOEM/F/D/V

~Sebastian

Wednesdays + 8 pm | Sundays + 7 pm
“Tha Bast of 320 Diege” | "Potieck™ : Free Show
ol for reservations & showihmes: (354) 454-9178

36 Poart Sireet - La jofia
MNow booking private parties up to 200 pecple
Must be 21 - All shows Z-drink minimum

BONK-PREVENTING SPORTS DRINK

DISTRIBUTED BY THE JONN LENORE COMPANY, SAN DIEGD (G19) 232-5136
AVAILABLE AT HENRY'S MARKETPLACE

THE TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED,

9 000708 I pway ol ues
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6-WEEK FINE ART INSTRUCTION INCLUDING ALL SUPPLIES!
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& Masaic Tile & Photography 7 KIDSHoPS too $881
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any first-jump course
—with ad-

EVENTS
LISTINGS

received by 5 p.m. Friday the week
prior to publication for
consideration. Do not phone. Send a
i description o the event,
including the date, time, cos, the
precise address where it i 10 be held
(including neighborhood), a contact
phone mumber, and a phone mumber
(including area code) for public
information to READER EVENTS,
Box 85803, San Diego CA 92186, Or
fax to 619-881-2401. You may alsa
submit information online at
SanDiegoReader com by
clicking on the events section

BAJA

A Costamparry Danca Fentral
continues thransgh Sunday,

the Tijuana Cultural P Iumw
“Thursday, March 30, see El Cuerpo
Mutable Company from México City
The Diego Pinon Company, also from
México City, performs on Friday,
March 31. L Cebra Ensemble (Mex
ico City) hits the stage on Saturday
Apel 1. A troupe from Hermosilio,
Sonora, La Ligrima. is scheduled for
Sunday, Apri 2 The Tiuana company
Mujeres en Ritual pl

OUTDOORS

‘Warmer T and in-
creased hurnidity coincide with the
subtle onset of San Diego's spring

Ana

season. By Apeil
winds, cold nights, and crysal-clear,
sun-drenched days of winter will
lkely be distant memories. The noc-
low overcast hugging the

ich may linger until the lsie
morning, will gradually build into
“June gloom™ — the days-long
episodes of perpetual avercast most

comman during May and June.

The Sticky-Sweet Odor of citrus
blossoms is wafting on the spring
breezes this year, as it has in every
year since the 1870, when the
county's first commercially planted
orange and lemon groves began 1o
produce fruit, From early plantings
in areas like National City and
Lemon Grove, citrus groves spread
east and north as urbanization en-
croached. Todsy, a car or bicycle inip
through Rancho Santa Fe, Pauma
Valley, and the outskirts of Escon
dido, Vista, and Fallbrook induces a
pleasant reminiscence of San Dicgo
County's agricultural past

A Triad of Plamets, Mars. Jupiter,
and Savun in ascending order, stand
boldly over the western horizon
ight, Thursday, March 30, By next
Thursday, April 6, their configura
1 be even tighter. You can dis.
tinguish each planet over thé next
few days by its olor, and
Nrightan Mans & ok, sty

and dim. Jupiter is in the middle —

on Monday. April 3 the Ricardo Per
alta Danza Performa Company, hail
g o T sated for Tues

Apal 4. The week umpe up with

beight and Satu
highest, creamy white. and ot quite
Ma

drive 0.7 miles: turn left on Duenda
Road (which turns into Poblado
Road). Park on Poblado Road, and

meet at the entrance 1o the walkoway
Fitimec Emels Soml Driie and

n Song Cours. Free. §19-232-
3821 X209, (A0 BERIAROO)
History ta Observe, Offshoot Tours
officrs its monthly hour-long history
walk, blending Balboa Park history
with its wealth of architectural and
‘botanical treasures, on Satu
April .
itors” center, Free. 619-235-1121,
(BALBOA PARK)

m.,

Love the Lagoon. the Torrey Pines
State Reserve invites volunteers to
help restore the ritical habitat of Los
Pefasquitos Marsh Natural Preserve
and Lagoon on the first Saturday and
second Sunday of each month. The
next work party convenes at 9 am
an April 1, starting in the north
beach parking lot off Carmel Valley
Road. Bring gardening gloves and
wear sturdy shoes. Free. Call
8387552063 X308 for reservations
14 J0LA)

Up for an Uphill Stride? Enhance
your knowledge of the great out-
doors when the Back Couniry Lan
Trust hosts a naturalist-led hike at
Robert’s Ranch on Saturday, April
219 am. Participants will see rare En
gelmann aaks. Bring water, snack,
and binoculars. Call 619-670-309)
rescrve & spot and get directions.
(DESCANSO

o Joke. take a fast-paced hike along
the north San Pasqual Trail with Clif
from the San Dieguito River Park at
9 am. on Saturday, April 1. Dial
B5K.674-1275 35 to make the
mandatary reservations and get di
rections. Free, (SAN PASQUAL VALLEY)

Y
s Nashwile and Wilion's are possible

Wednesday, Apm&

All the perfarmances begin at
8 pm. Find the center at Paseo de los
Heéroes and Mina Street in the Zona
Rio, For tickets and information. call

266 87-9600. (1)

Spotlight Series, this Mainly
Morart-hosted serics continues with
concerts through April 1 by violinist
Joria Fleezanis, who has been con
certmaster of the Minnesota Orches:
teasince 1989 and is a member of the
faculty of the University of Min
nesota. The proge
Beethaven's “Sonata in F Major
(Spring).” the “Somata in A Major™
oy Mozan, and Beethoven's “Sonata
in G Major.™

The concert may be heard at
#pm, on Friday, March 31, a1 the
Neurasciences Institute {10640 John
Jay Hopkins Drive); tickeis are $30.
The series moves 1o the New Port
Beach Hotel (Carveiera Libre Tijuana.
Ensenada kilometer 45) for o concert at
7 p.m.on Saturday. April 1 admission
5525, For reservations and informa
tion on any of these concerts, dial
619.239-0100. (L4 LA, PUERTO MUEVD)

atadors Manolo Mejla, Jorge “El
Glison” de Jesus, and Guillermo
“Chilolo™ Gonzdles” meet up with

the toros at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 2,
in the Plaza de Toros Calafia. For
tickets and information, call 011-52

65:55-4373, (MEXICALI)

Center daily at 2, 4, 6, and 8 p.m.,
with an additional screcning at noon
on Saturday and

‘The othet featured flms include
Niagera Falls (1 p.m.), Los descubri-
dores (3 p.m.), The First Emperor of
China (5 pum.), and The Grand
Canyon (9 p.m.). The center is lo-
cated at Paseo de los Héroes and
Mina Street in the Zons Rio. For
more information, call 011.52-66-
87.9600. MLANA)

sightings, Pacfic-slope
flycatchers. when the Audubon Soci
ety leads an outing at Blue Sky £xo-
logical Reserve from 8 a.m. 10 noon
on Saturday, April I Meet at the en
trance 10 the preserve find the reserve
on Espola Road, one-half mile north
of Lake Poway Road. There will be
considerable hiking of a moderately
strenuous nature on level ground.
Frce. 619-280-7710, FOwAY)

Wear Tough Old lathes you don’t
mind getting dirty 1o take part in the
Black Mountain Open-Space Park

Onber items a bring plenty of drink
ing water, a snack, hat, sunscreen,
and sturdy shoes and boots

To reach the traifhead, ke Black
Mountain  Road (in Rancho
Penasquitas) north until the pave
ment ends; look for a dirt road taking

off from the right and follow it up

and down until encountering a gate
and sign for the park on
Take the paved road up 1o the park
ing lot_ For information, call §58-538.
BOR2. Free. (RANCHO PENASQUITOS)

A Family Fus Walk is planned o
Saturday. April 1, at the Blue Sky
Ecological Reserve. On Sunday,
April 2, assistamt interpreter Party
Heyden leads a walk them er
Cruising” through the canyon in
search of signs of living things. Both
events begin at 9 a.m. Find the park
‘on Espola Road, one-half mile north
of Lake Poway Rosd. For informa.
tiom, call 838-679-5469, Free. (POWAY)
Spring Flowers Star during the gar-
den tour starting at 10 a.m. on Sa

urday, April 1, at Buena Creek G
dens (418 Buens Creek Road)

. Free

wildiife
Refuge is the site for a bird walk
hosted by the Chula Vista Nature
Center on Saturday, April 1, at8am,
For the required reservations and di
rections, call 619-422-2481. Free
feHuLA STAY

What Wildflowers Are Blooming in
the chaparral s Daley Ranch! Find out
wehen naturalis James Dilane leads a
moderate thrce-mile hike along the
Radge trails at

830 am_ on Sat April |_ The
hike has some steep sections. Meet in
the main parking lot fon La Honda

Drive) with water and hiking boots.
For detads, dial 7608394680, Frec
No pets. (ESCONDIDO)

Coastal Birds and Their Habitats
will be described In ranger Laura
Naas when she leads walks for be
oy Dirdar S Sanday thicgh
April, including April 2,1 9:30 a.m..
along the southern wildife preserve
(ak.a the flood-control channel)
619:581.7603. Bring your binoculars
and drinking water t0 the kiosk along
the bike path on the south side of Sea
World Drive. Free. (MISSON BAT)

Take s Walk Through Geslogical
Time during an outing at
Peasquitas Canyon Preserve, and
see “a rare fossil” and the preserve’s
waterfal, on Sunday, April 2, from
9 am to noon. The route follows &
steep tral; bring water and sun pro-
tection. Meet the group at Caminito
Propico and Calle Cristobal, Free
619-484-3219. (A MESA)

on the San Diego side to catch the
1 p.m. ferry; the walk starts promptly
. the Coronado ferry

Wit s Sty Widiows
ridge overlooking Lake Hodges

are the ln'l\l;‘m of an easy walk
‘planned by rur-
day, Ap-imtm 110 230 pan. To
the trailhend, take 1-15 to Ran-
dsnll-!-rdnlo'dl\dﬁ-ﬂ.]’l.n
right st West Bernardo Drive and

landing, bus,
andlor ferry. For details, call
619-283-3026. (DOWNTOWN)

See the Binsive Grunien — the
small silver fish that spawn on
‘beaches. tides

high
throughout the year — when the
Birch Aquarium-Muscum hosts an

29 0007 '0¢ e sapuay oftai ueg
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the contradance planned on Friday,
March 31, at Trinity United Methadit
Chusch (30% Thor Siree). Events get
underway st & p.m., following begin
ners' instruction at 7:45 p.m. Admis-

next Thursday, April 6, from
0 p.m. to 12:30 3.m. A lecture
and film precede 1 beach walk to find
grunion in action at La Jolla Shores
The fee is 39 for adults, $5 for chil
dren 7-13, Call 858.534-7336 for the
necessary reservations. (LA JOLLAJ

06136, Call 7 nior.
mation. PIRTH PARR)

A Fortval of Mezcan Costermpe-
rary Dasce runs March 3
April 2, 3t 8 p.m. each i i
Dance Studio Theatre (ENS 200) at
San Dicgo State University. Each
evening a different dance company
from Mexico will present # unique

DANCE

works. O Friday, the
Cuerpo Mutable Dance Company
from Mexico City presemts Liiith

Contra-Fun, Jump Fingers provides
the tunes and Graham Hempel caisfor

(Eve) in s performed
by ten dancers and one singer.
On Saturday, see La Cebra (The

Zebra) Danza Gay. from Mexico Ciy
The company of ten male dancers will
present I'm Not Pancho Valla and |
Don't Like Football. La Ligrima
Dance Company from Hermonilh
Mexico, presents. Testimonial, or the
Eyes of the Labyrinih, on Sunday.

General admission is $12 per
night. For informatian, call 615594
6824. Make reservations by calling
619-594-1696. (505U
Celebrate the Cambodian New Year
Barly (it actually begins on April 13)
ehen the Cambodian Dancers of San
Diego present 3 Cambodian Culture
Danceat 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 1,
in the auditorium at Crawford High
School (4191 Colts Way). Tickets are
$10. Call 619-207-0968 for informa
tion. (COLLEGE GAOVE)

ider Middle-Enstern Daace
and culture from a new perspective

5:30 p.m.. at Dance North County
(533 Boulevard. suite 100).

ing at | p.m.on Satur
day, April 1, hosted by the Art/Dance
Academy (1837.A South Coast
Highway). Call 760.757 4470 10 reg:
e, (OCEANSIDE |

Anention, Ballroom Dancersl En-
joy the big-band sounds of the
Swingtime Orchesira at the Veterans
Memor ter on the firsi and
third Saturday of each month, in-
cluding April 1, from 110 3 pm
Find the cenier at 2115 Park Boule-
vard. Admission is $5, Call §19-239-
2300 fot information. (BALBOA PARK)

West African Dance classes led by

Abdoulaye Camara continues on

The dance will be accompanied by
live drumming fei son
Hann, The fee is $15. Call 760-942
9927 for details. (ENCINTAS)

Camara leads a dance jam with
live drumming from 6:30 10 8 p.m.
on Saturday, April 1, a the School of
Healing Arts (1001 Garnet, suite
200). For information, call 858-581.
5429, The fee s $15. PACIAC BEACH)
An Unmistakable Styie is the hall
mark of performances by the Alvin
Adey American Dance Theater,leap-
ing onto the stage at the California
Center for the Arts, Escondido a1
A p.m.on Wi and Thursday,
April 5 and 6. The *Millennium

Tous” featutes pieces set 1o choreog
raphy by Ronakd K. Brown (Grace)
Donald McKaye { Danger Run), and
Alley hirmself  Revelations

Tickets range from $29 10 $47
Find the center at 340 North Escon-
dido Boulevard (at Valley Parkway).
Call B00-988.4253 for reservations.
(£8CONDIOO)

‘ango and East Coast Swing (inter-
mediate) are the featured dances be-

Call 760-941-0386 for answers. (VISTA)

International Folk Dunce casses are
being hosted by the Cabrillo Interna

s;q“ieﬂﬂﬂta dey, ﬂlm/unﬂ""
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It's Sooco Cool!

tignal Folk Dancers from 7:30 ta

fee s 52 per class. Call 619-426-6538
for information. (BALBOA PAsN)

FiLMm

Cinephiles and Casual Film Entha-

Alike are invited to the film
screenings continuing at the Museum
of Photographic Arts. This week, sce
Hollywood or Bust, Will Success Spoil
Rock Hunter?, The Man Who Knew
Too Much, The Girl Can'’s Help 11,

Jailhouse Rack. in a Lonely Place.
The Big Knife. Admission is $7.50
general. For times and dates, call
619.238-7559 X301, (BALBOA PARK)

Animated Short Films rom around
the world are showcased in Spike and

torium at the
potary Att, San Dicgo. Each
screening offers a variery of anima
tion styles and technigques: the roster
includes When the Day Breaks, Three
Misses, Hum Drum, A the End of the
Earth, One Day a Man Bought a
House, and many others. All 14 films
are shown at cach screening.

"The festival is o all ages. Tickets
are §7.50 (available through Ticket
master, 619.220-TIXS). Find the mu

sewm a1 700 Prospes This week,

Fil by the San Diego

see the April1,at7
and 9:30 pm. Call BS8-454-0267 for
information, (A JOUA)

Medley of Walt Whit
man's hfe s presented in Jesus Sierra
Oliva's Loving Comrades,
for the Sunday Matince

pril 2, in the third-floor auditorium
at the San Dicgo Public Library (820
E Street). The filmed play traces
Whitman from adelescence to
America’s idealized and distin
guished poet. Playwright Sierra and
director Ed Stevens will be on hand

discussion following the screen

ing. 619-236-3800. Free. (owNTOWN)

p the Debt, three 3-minute
short films may be seen when the

Public m.on

Manday. April 3. Jubilkee 2000 and
he Global Economy” features Cancel
the Debt Now, Break the Chains of
Debt, and Banking on Life and Debe
Members of ubilee 2000 wil take

part in the ensuing discussion. Find

Free. (DOWNTOWN)

The Mystical Drama Sirion Magus
(Hungary) and the “violent police
thriler” No Depasat N Return (Italy)
are on tap when the San Diego Inier
national Film Festival 2000 continues
on Tuesday, April 4. Film screenings
start at 7 p.m.; second features com
mence at B:45 p.m. Tickets are $6
general per screening. For informa
tion, call 858-534-0497. (LA JoLLA)
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LIMOUSINE SERVICE

-

1 Hour Minimum
All Day! Every Day!

FULLY LOADED LIMOUSINES
TRANSFERS OR CHARTERS
PARTIES = BIRTHDAYS
WEDDINGS * DINNERS
LUNCHES « CONCERTS
ANNIVERSARIES = PROMS
BAR HOPPING

PER
HOUR

Air Combat
Biplane Tours
@ Warbird Flights

rport, Carlsbad

AFFORDABLE LIMOUSINE

619-725-0939
888-288-4345
Drver's gratutty not included. Some exceptions apply
PUC/TCP-8876-P
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Calendar

“Frame by Frame: Building Com
munities Through Cinema” is the
theme for an international film and

video series continuing through
April This week, see Stuart Gordon's
Wonderful Ice Cream Suif, a film set
in East Los Angeles from a screen
play by Ray Bradbury, starring Ed
ward James Ol

10 the seas of Patagonia, Dolphins
takes audiences under the surface of
the water far romps with Atlantic
dusky dolphins,

phins. The film

tween people and dolphins 1o pre
sent a close-up view into the world of
these playful cetaceans

For ticket prices and showtimes,
call 619-238. 1233, (BALBOA PARK)

‘The screening begins at & p.m. on
Wednesday, April 5, at the City
Heyghts- Weingan Library (3795 Fair
mount). For information, call 619-232

BA70 0r 619-527- 3409, CITY HOGHTS)

LECTURES

Rory Kennedy speaks at 7:30 p.m
tonight. Thursday, March 30, in fo
rum A/B of Hahn University Center
Forum at the University of San Diego
(5998 Alcald Park). Kennedy directed
the documentary American Hollow.
Free. For information, call 619: 260
4600 x2396. (LINDA VISTA)

“Finding Geometry in Ant” is the
subject when Connecticut State De-
partment of Education “ar consul
tant emeritus” Ronald Saunders
speaks for the docent lecture series
at the San Diego Museum of Art at
10 a.m. on Friday, March 31. Ad
mission is $10. For details, dial
619.696-1935. (BALBOA PARK)

“Wemen in Pllm" is the subject
when producer, director, and writer

Temecu.la Wine Tours *179

Sun Ty o st b Sem b

40 I’er Hou.r

Limo, Dinner & Hotel
Package ..

~ Pacific Elegance

LIMOUSINES
858-488-6469

o pocy g

8275

Neibavm Coppola
Wine Maker
Dinner

Hosted by wine maker, Cory Beck,
in his only San Diego cppedrance

Tuesday, April 18

promised when professional artists
gather from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fri
day and Saturday, March 31 and
1, at the Carlsbad City Library
5 Dave Lane), in conjunction
th the exhibit “The Glass Sanctu
ary.” For deails, call 760-602-2021
(cAnL58AD]

Beckoned, the North Sun
Diego County Genealogical Soxiety

20th). The fee is $20. To make the
required reservations, call 61232
6203 x100, (SHERMAN HEIGHTS)

Get That Snake 1o Sallel Create
“pet partrait” when June Rubin con
ducts a workshop at 9:30 .. on Sat
urday, April 1, at Brave Workshop
(740 13th Street, studio 322). Partic
ipants may draw, paint, or collage
images. The 535 fee includes materi-
als. Call 619-696-0058 10 register
(DawNTOWN)

Learn Pet CPR, rescue breathing, re-
straint and muzzling, heat injuries,
and much more when Pet Tech of
fers & Petsaver class from 9 am. 10
5 p.m. on Saturday, April 1, at
Scripps Mercy Hospital (4077 Fifth
Avenue), The fee is 599, To register,
call 619-589- 7475, (BANKERS HLL)

Al Traditiona! Instraments Are
Welcome during the beginning/in
termendiate rish Session music classes
conducted every Sunday, including
April 2, from 1030 1m. 1o noon, at

the House of Ireland, one of the
Houses of Pacific Relations. Sheet
uic 1 provaded. Call 6194417675
e (BALBOA PAK,

Honolulu
trom *560%

B ol of Lo A

First Class
TRAVE

Cancun
1o FT16%

Los Cabos Pu;to Varlarta

4225 Balboa Ave., Sam Diego
Mon Fi 9 am & pm

St aml pm

Al your trave nevds

L. | itraveipachedl net

e

Featuring newly-released "96 Rubicon
{less than 320 cases produced)
Join us for an extraordinary evening of wine
pairing and award-winning Roppongi cuisine

Spoce is limited. Pleose RSVP of 858-551-5252

on Monday, April 3, Elio Schaechter
will give a lecture on notable events
in the history of mushroom book
publishing. He wil display some of
the nearly 500 mushroom books
(some dating back to 1775) in his col-
Iection, along with 1300 mushroom
stamps from around the world. The
group gathers at 6:30 p.m.

101 of the Casa del P

619.549- 2318, (BALBOA AR

“Gems and Minerals of San Dicgo
shine during adult classes

and ficld trips hosted by the San
Diego Natural History Museum be.
ginning at 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
April 3, Participants will learn about
the physical, optical, and chemical
properties of gems and minerals. The
fee for nonmembers is $75. To re
w203

Fum in the Foundry, learn the com-
plete bronze casting process when
Artworks of Fallbrook conducts a
seven-week sculpture clasi on

m. o noon
The $150 fee in
cludes all materials cxcept for the
bronze (determined by the weight of
the student’s project). Find the
foundry at 300 East Alvarado. To rcg
ister, call 760-731-2732. (ALLBROOK)

Check Out the Library's Gallery!
When the Carlsbad Newcomers Club
meets on Wednesday, April 5, Karen
MeGuire — the director of the
William D. Cannon Art Gallery at the
Cartsbad City — vl valk sbout
the gallery and plans for future ex

hibits. Catch the talk in Heritage Hall
1 Magee Park (2650 Gasfield Street),

b i
“The - and artists
such as Nicola Pisano, Giotto, Do-
natello, Botticelli, and others will be

545 .m. followed by a bricf business
meeting (1015 a.m.) and the
tation a1 10:50 a.m. Free. Call 760-431
0846 for informatian, (CARLSBAD)

Focus: ultural

changing world of their time when

art historian Tum Adams presents a
lecture seiesheginning on Tuesday.
April 4. a1 730 pom., at the

Athenaeum Music and Art
mbers pay $44 for the

d the Athenacum

2 per
£ 100K Wall Streer; call K55 45438

and comedian Rita Kahn speaks for
ans Sailing Society on Tues

by gm0

Alexander Juutiainen d
16 Create a Dxumentary Film” dur
ing.a seminar for the Learning Annex
30830 p.rm. an Tuesday, Apri 4. His
first feature documentary, Herbert's
Hipp
rging Filmmaker Showcase at
1998’y Cannes Film Festival The fee
s $49; call 819-544.9700 to regisicr.

otamus, was selected for the

Succulen
lent wreath when Anne Samstad and
Portia HarloH present a workshop
am 102 pm on Tuesday,
April 4, at Quail Botanical Gardens
230 Quail Gardens Dnive), The fee
non- members is $55 or $70 (de-
ing upon the size of wreath de
sred). To make the nevessary re:
sations.call 76043 0%

arn 10 make a succu

Top

ASK

CAT LIMOUSINE
The best rates in town! Seating capacity from 2-14!

www topeattime.cam

Coffees hosted by the San Diego Mu
sewm of Art this season. In the series,
f European
examinesase

artat the museum
lection of issues that have faced
French artists over the last 1

Nik de Saint Phalle's ar
on Wednesday, Apr

EALBOA PARK
“Through the Eyeplece,” Dennis
Mammana, resident astroname

the Reuben H. Fleet S¢

among the night sky with
telescope at 7 pm._on Wednesday
April . After the talk, the San Dieo
Astranomy Assoc pfers 1e
scope viewing and Mount Ligu
Observatory Associates give astro
nomical cc
Admission is §5 general. 619218
1233, (BALGOA PARK]

oder Discrim
life, Egyptian feminist, so-

smputer demonstrations,

ciologist, and militant writer N
El Saadawi has been censored, m
prisoned, and cxiled for her refusal
to accepl oppressions imposed on

Wine Tours
Weekday Discounts
$D/LAX
Palm Springs
Las Vegas
m-m 2126

<EveRALD

-

Balluonmg
Special

andi
day, April 5, at the Price Center The
ater at UCSD, Free. Call 858-822-
05140 for information. (s JOUA

& May Be Avful, but 1 Moy Be

he intriguing topic when

it CIff McReynolds begins 8 -
ries entitled "Art Egomania, and Be-
youd P g et Thasidey
April 6, t the A
Arts Library (1008 Wall Slrwl) e
fee for nonmembers is $44, or $12
per night. To reserve a spot. dial
858.454.5872. (LA JOLLA)

AM tion is
planned ln- Dwdn and Patricia
Ryan when the Foothills Art Associ-
ation meets next Thursday, April 6,

41730 p.m. in the Lamplighters
Community Theater (8053 Univer-
sity Avenue, between Allison and
Baltimore Drive). 619-464-7167.
Free. (LA MESA)

Docent Lesder Jenny Ritchie, from
the Bancroft Ranchhouse Museum,
will show photographs and discuss
the history of the museum next
Thursday, April 6, for the Lemon
Grove Historical Society. The lecture
starts at 1:30 p.m. at the Lemon
Grove Library (8073 Brosdway). For
information, dial 619-466-5270.
Free. (LEMON GROVE)

“Revisiting the Goddesses™ is me
subject when Christine Downiry
vmﬁ:w:ﬂmnaulﬂvrdrwnn:m
of religious studies at SDSU — deli.
ers he sixth annual Christine Down:

RENT A
HARLEY:

Pertoct miy recond

)
BALLOON TOURS
800-455-3592 *

Al mapy credit cards sccepted

T ——
ftrieraits

fpg fctuee e rellions tudies
330 pm. ursday, April 6, in
Scripps w Downing is author
of The Goddess: Mythological Images
of the Fominiae and coaur oihes
bk, Fre. 1. 594 3185tk
Law Enforcement Veteran Vince
Jimno will discuss 4 landmark case
in which he was involved that even.
tually weat to the California
Supreme Court when he speaks for
the Sisters in Crime next Thursday,
April 6. The case involved the mur
der of a young woman and the sub-
soquast chabausio b
and police, in which one of
e pemingoficas e kil
rom Manhunt to the Supreme
i 7p. Joyce
Beers Community Cemer (1230 Ve

mont Strect). Admission i $3 for non-
members. 858-481-6411_ (HULCREST)

IN PERSON

Artists n the Catting Edge VII
the “Cross Fertlizations” literary and
music series at the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, La Jollaled by aristic
director Quincy Troupe continues
tonight, Thursday, March 30, with
vocalists and songwriters Vincent
Henry and Stephanie McKay, novel-
ist d poctL

The series continues through
April 27, Programs begin at 7:30 p.m.
Nonmembers pay $15 pe individual
event. Tickets are available through
Ticketmaster (619-220-TIXS). Find
the museum at 700 Prospect Street
Call §58-454-3541 1444 for informa.
tion, (LA XUA)

The Grammy Award Comcert
hosted by the Chula Vista School for
the Creative and Performing Arts is
aited, G tontgh: Thimsdty
March 30, a7 pme inhe

sium a1 Chul High school
{820 Forarth Avenoe) The show ca

son [nada. Next Thursday, Apri 6,
guests include post Derek Walcont,
novelist Mona Simpson, and trum-
peter, composer, and producer
Baikida Carroll.

= Concerts

.American Limousine

Teares (BO0) 745-7221
« Nights on the Town

« Weekday Discount

Complimentary Bar
No Gimmicks, Just Great Service! e

+ fas Vegas Tours
* Wine Tours

tures
ing ensembles. selected soloists, and

presentations. Tickess
For information, call 619-691-5775
(cHULA MSTA)
“In-s-Gadda-Du-Vide™ Will Ring
Ot during the “all-request heary.
metal selection” concert planned by
university carillonneur Scott Paulson
on the carilion siop LICSD's Geisel
Library at noon on Friday, March 31
Anyone in the general radius of the
libeary will be treated to the free con-
cert. Tomake a request, call 858-534
BO7A. (LA JOLLA)

“A Musical Millenaium Gelebrs-
tion® is promised by the tyros at the
Coronado School of the Arts

slay & oat free.
Bt Bud  Reservations: (619) 498-8230

1 taseq
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(760) 782-0404
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'5 OFF

Ovamign packages at the

Wilar Surogh Rarch s intat,
Activiies include goll, horseback
fiing, lsnnis, and eryoy our spa.

31930 HIGHWAY 79 » WA'RNER SPRINGS, CA 92086

LOCALLY DWNED AND OPERATED.

Ilwwwskpailing com

e 45

PER PERSON

(Min. 2 people]

experience life

as a cork

KINGS RIVER EXPEDITIONS
1-800-846-3674 » www.king

iver.com

Low Cost Student Airfare
International Student I0's
Rail/Bus Passes

Hotel Accammadations
Youth Hostel Cards
Language Programs

Travel Insurance

SpecialiBanty,Rackages,
Mulnpk' I #m Limo,Rates,

Sedan,Servicey
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LOCAL EVENTS

the La Jolla Recreation
3 Prospect Street). Free.

B56-552- 1658, (LA LK)
Live Mussic is planned by the Peter

8 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Pambuoy and 5471 Mingle, hesd 1o

promised
For tickets and call
B58-454-9176. (Lh JOUN)

Kmarwrs for His “Talk Ploces™ — im-

tional Arts on Seturdsy, Apeil I. The
‘shaw starts at 10 wm. in the sudito-
B

Find the Centro st 2004 Park
Boukevard (i the Peppes Growe aes,
and by call-

‘on Saturday, April |
thor David Gemmell (Hers in the
‘Shadows) and science fiction author

Cajon Boulevard). Admission (for
. Cal

ing 619-235-6135, The suggested do-

Music and Dumce of Alrica may be

beginning provisationsl blends of comedy,
8:30 p.m. on Friday, March 31,4t story, and social commentary —
March 30 through April 2, offering a mnmmm«umum poet, critic, and artin
ook back st Del Mar). Call David Antit 7 pm.on
duced at Coronado High School The  formation. Admission: $8. ocLuars  Suvardy, Aprl v, at the Torter
curtain rises a1 7 p.m. Thursday
L Thioy'se o 20 Agata, the Fault Ling Adﬂlumn is 58 pfnerul C

through Saturday and at 2 p.m. on
Sunday. Find the school on the cam.
pus of Coronade High School (650 D
Avea) Tickets are $10 for reserved
, $7 genenl. Call 619-522-
$508 o nbormmicn, RORMAD0
The Camedy Brothers of the Brush, by
Jimmy Murphy, focuses on four
on4 construction site and the
ongoing struggle between trade
unions and “The San Diego
Irish Players present the play Friday
through Sunday, March 31, April 1,
and 2, at § p.m.; and a1 3 pm. on

ets: $10. Call 619-702-4477 for infor
mation. (NORMAL HEIGHTS)

2, this music series at
the Sonic Arts Gallery continues with
Common Ground — Janet Parrish
Whittaker, Han Fiellestad, and Da.
mon Holzborn — at & p.m. on Fri-
day, March 31, Sonic Arts, 1961
Beech Streer; 619.231-3673. Admis.
sion is $8. (GOLDEN HeL]

The Novel of Masaers Sportsman's
Paradise is by Nancy Lemann, who
will discuss and sign her book at
7:30 p.m. on Fridsy, March 31, at
Bookstar Costa Verde (8650 Gey
see Avenue), Free. Call #58.457. 7561
for details. L4 JOLLA)

A Open Poctry Reading hosted by
Poctry Unlimited Art and Music is
scheduled for Friday, March 31, at

Players present improv comedy at
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,

For information, call 619-692.3362.
Admission i $5. (HUCREST)

Back to Grovers Carmers, the Fer-
forming the Handi-
capped (PATH) presents Tharnton
ur Town,

Thestre

Wilder's 1938 classi

Promating Kindsess Natisnwide,
Brock Tully and his “Cycling for
Kindness™ team are on a seven-
month, 10,000-mile bicycle trek
across America to collect one million
staries of random acts of kindness.
Tully and tesm plan s kindness fo-
rum at 7 p.m.on Friday, March 31, at
the Church of Today (8999 Actmty
Road). The event features a side-il-
lustrated lecture, inspirational music,
and story sharing, An offering will be
recerved. 158-689-6500. (MIRA MESA)
Comedy, Mike Ricca and Sebastian
perform at 9 p.m, on Thursday and
Fridy, March 30 ol 30, s 8
and 10:30 p.m. on Saturday,
at the Comedy Store (316 ear
Street). The “Best of San Diego” is

GETAWAYS

There is no more exciting or foster way 1o leam Spanish than to “live the languoge”
where if's spoken. UCSD Extension’s Travel Study language progroms let
mast of your time and meney. You can earn UCSD Extension credif!

619-291.9096 for details. (AULCREST)
A Near-Death Experience with
sickle cell anemis inspired Lynn
C

ally Work. Capeheart will sign and
discuss her work at 2 p.m. on Satur
day, April 1, st Barnes and Noble
‘Bonkstore (in the Del Mar Highlands
“Town Center, st 12835 El Camino
Real). Free. 8584814038, (DEL MAR)

Day” at 2 p.m. on Saturdsy, April 1, st
Esmeralda Books and Coffee. Events
include 2 one-act play by Gordon
Archibad and stand-p comedy. Find

the thog st 1555 Camino del Mar, suste
307, 8587552707, Frce. (DEL MAR)
Ceren wil also sign and discuss
her book at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Aged 3, s Barnes nd Nk bock

Uncemeseed! Improvisstional skeich
comedy is promised when the group
Comedy Under Construction per-
forms at 10:30 p.m. on Saturdays —
including April | — through April &
¢ the Lyceum Theatre in Horton
Plaza. Shows begin at 10:30 p.m
General admission is $10. For tick
cts, dial B58.551. 1169, (DOWNTOWN)

you make the

Attend a Free Information Session:
Saturday, April 1, 10:00 a.m. or Wednesday, April 5, 5:30 p.m
Please R.S.VP to (858) 822-2747, Refreshments will be provided

We also offer:

« Six levels of evening Spanish classes ot UCSD
« Customized language programs ot your workploce

David Gerrold (fumping OfF the  613-465-SHOW fox detal, (b4 c00)

Planes) and discuss thewr

i e 204G Revenge Upea o v .

858-268-4747. Free. (EAN MESA) book, ik Puppy: Hi M-U--nd
2 discuises Puppy st 3 p.m. on Sunday,

Guitar Ensemble plans & eoncert at st Esmeralda Books and Cof.

will g the book at Crown
on April 1 and 2. She'll sign t 1 pm.
on Saturdsy, st 8657 Villa L Jolla
Drive (858-450-0577). and at3 pm. at

the shop in Clairemant Town Center
(4711.A Clairemont Drive; 858-483-
3891). On Sunday, she'll be at the
Crown #t 1092 El Camino Real (760-
944-8151) at | pm. andat the location
a1 2180 Vista Way (760-721-6216) at
3 pum. Frec. (1A JOLLA, CLAREMONT.
ENCMTAS, OCEANSIOE)

s,

Then it's off to the Barnes and
Nable store in Hazard Center at
7 pm. on Tuesday, April 4. Find the
store at 7610 Hazard Center Drive:
619-220-0175, Free. (MISSION VALLEY)

Camedy, No Foslia', the San Dicgo
Comedians Co-Op celebrates it sec-
‘ond anniversary with an April Fool's
Day Party and Comedy Showcase at
8 p.m. on Saturday, April |, at Ja
son's Nightchub {2910 Nimitz Boule-
vard), Admission: $5. Call 858-173.
3282 for information. (FOWT LOMA)
Wear Sometising Feolish xnd grin o
mittance foe free when shudents from
Hoover and Mount Carmel High
Schools take part in the frst annual
“STYLe mprovisation Tournament™
hosted by the Center for Improvisa

A Poetry Pundraloer is slated for
Sunday, April 2, from 3to 5 p.m., at
the Cesar Chavez Center (605 Sin
Diego Street). Poets Jihmye Collin,
Jim Matakey Asay, Sharon Elise,
Mg Bkt Trmss O

6and 7:30 pm. on Mondsy, April 3,
In Senkh Recied Hall o San Diego
State University. General admi

{4510, Cal619.554-6030 for imor.
mation. (SOSU)

The Semthern Califoraia Blncgrass
Band Huwy 52 for the Tues-
day, April 4, meeting of the San
Diego North County Bluegrass and
Folk Club. The event begins at 7 p.m.
a1 Round Table Pizza, 1161 East
Washington Street (at Ash).
760-726-8380. Free. (ESCONDIOG)

will pesform fo

il Chmash singer and
‘The $1 dona-

fornia's Three Strikes Law (FACTS).
760-726-1095. (0CEANSIDE)

We're an Accondien Band, head 0
the House of Pacific Relations at
2 p.m.on Sanday, April 2, for the
program featuring an accordion band.
Free. 85.518-4069. (BALBOA PA)

vanaugh. Events begin a1 7 pum. af the
Ls Jols Recrestion Center, 615
Prospect Srees. Dial 858.552. 1658 for
detail. The donstion: 36. (A JUAY
Celebeate National

by heading to the Centro Cultural de
la Raza a1 7:30 p.m. on Monday.
April 3, for “An Evening with Gary
Soto.” Soto will introduce his new
book. Nickel and Dime. his first work
of adult fiction. Soto also plans to
read from his poetry, children's
books, and other literary works

Paul Stangeland will be on exhibit
fon

etic Brew on Tuesday, April 4, at
8 p.m., ai Claire de Lunc (2906 Uni-

). Open-mike readings
precede and follow Stang
reading; sign-ups stant at 7:30 p
619-688-9645. Free. INOATH PARK)
Mystery Nevelist Janice Steinberg
will discuss her latest work — Death
in a City of Mystics — at 7 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 4, at Upstart Cr
and Co. (835 West Harbor Drive).
Free. Cal 619-232-4855 for infor-
mation. (SEAPORT VILLAGE)

Balboa Park, when the Daytime
Camera Club meets at 9:30 am. on
Wednesday, April 5. in the Photo
Arts Building (adjacent to Spanish
Village). Hudson's slide show with
photo tips will be followed by ques
tion and answer. To RSVP, call
619-582-3667. (BALBOA PARKI

Jaxz b the Park! The series contin
ues on Wednesday, April 5, with the

BUDGET TRAVEL EXPERTS

LoNDOM
Mexico Ciry

EUROPE!! 8-DAY TOUR OF 4 COUNTRIES
$619 with Contiki. Book

Now!

SPRING BREAK. ROSARITO BEACH
ExcLusive Parmies & Mosel

2 MigHTs Hotey, Paras & Besm
Asl.o!nAs*”PnPnsou.

Council Fiat? R,

Find out today just how affordable these programs are! Call (858) 822-2747 fr - UCSD 2
detarled brochures or e-mail. travelstudy@ucsd edu = wiww extension ucsd edu NSION 3 ke Bt Denpasin — =
o e AR ot AN et Dz T Compuny
TY OF CAL A, SAN DIEGO a v (838) TTOGAT  (619) 3440638 (38) 458.0630 or 1833 Year Ok

2000, discounted

Woellenll Getaw

ronsporiation from Son Diego o Rosarito
drml, breokfost, and dinner. Pnhnma suite muld:ieul
TravelNow

7 CARIBREAN 1525
10 DAYS MEXICAN RIVIERA +1275

..:! to Ilos-rih $1 75°

LAS VEGAS/EXCALIBUR ion 1230

Inchickes hrme ights o the Excalibur Hotel
HSLAND from

Inchedes one night in comorview howl, fery and ansfers

HAWAN fom + 155

Inchuckes Howois ourport lei gresting, ranshe, kaxes, 4 doys/
3 rights e cceexmacebobonn

888.326.5544
‘www travalnow 2000 com * discounh@travelnow com

b prices. Pockages and cruises based on occuponcy.
ﬂmm-m Placns coll kor hAl descubs.

o

MOTHER'S DAY SERENADE

“Blues Summit 2,” with music by
Daryt Johnson, Billy Thampson, Len
Rainey, Michele Lundeen, Steve
White, and others. The music starts
# 5:30 p.m. at the San Diego Mu-
seum of A, Tickets are $9 general
For reservations, dial 619-696.1966,
(BALBOA PARK)

Sam Diege Astior Bill Swank will
visit Bookstar Costa Verde st 7 p.m.
next Thursday, April 6, 10 sign and
discuss Echoes from Lane Field, 2

619-688.0055 or 619-253-6671 » E-muail

EARN YOUR HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMA ON llll!

An Alternative to Traditional Edwcation

= Individualized Course of Study ¥
= Grades 912 H
= Portfolio-Driven Curriculum

= Community Involvement

= Research Model

= Financial Assistance

= Adults Welcome

| FULL MONTHLY |
v T '

1 with this ad [
1 Expires 4/30/00.1
= GEDs converted to HS, Diplomas & == == ====4
= Registered with the State of California

FOXRUN ACADEMY

Lois E. Ashley, BS-Ed., MS-Ed. Admin.

w .
cific Coast League Padres played at
Lane Field. Find the store in Costa
Verde Center, 8650 Genesee Avenue,
and by calling 858-457-7561, Free.
LA s0UA

Jem Richmond s
the festured guest artist when San
Dicgo Seate University's Jazz Ensem-
ble #1 presents a concert at 7 p.m.
next Thursday, April 6, in SDSU's
Smith Recital Hall. Tickets are $10
eneral. Call §19-584-1696 for reser-
ations. (SO5U)

Opera om the Cancourae, artists
from Don Gievann will perform at
noon next Thursday, April 6, on the
Civie Concourse outside the Civic
Theatre (202 C Swreet). Free
6192327636, DOWNTOWN)

Plays Well With Others, author and

management consultant Dick Lyles

will sign and discuss his novel, Win
ning Ways: Four Secrets for Gerting
Results by Workng Well With Peopie
17 pm. next Thursday, April 6, at
Barnes and Noble Bookstore (in the
Del Mar Highlands Plaza). Lyles 15
president and CEO of the Ken Blan:

chard Companics. Free. 858.481

B429. (D€L MaR)

TV

to 130 mph in 6 seconds.
The faster you go the better it ist

Tandem skydive.

OK. 8o your figarts

aren’t exactly going

pitter-pat when you see
gach other anymore.

THIS'LL GET YOU BACK IN THE MOOD.

SKYDIVE.ELSINORE

1-877 THE JUMP « www.

For One Brief Shining Moment,
Matthew Broderick was King of the
World — Ferris Bueler, the greatest
high school student in a decade de-
voted to high school students. Now,
he's getting ruined by a high school
student in Electior. When did he be
come the abused? Is Jim Carrey to
lame? The Cable Guy airs tonght
Thursday, March 30, at 8 pm. on
Fox, Cox Cable Channel 6.
We Didn't Watch Much SN there
for a few years, so we'll never know i
smarmy David Spade ever took 3
well-deserved shot at his smarmy el
der, SNL alum Dennis Miller, for
wading through schiock like Tales
from the Crypt: Bordello of Biood. But
we can always dream. Airs Friday,
March 31, 2t 2 am. on Comedy Cen.
iral, Cox Cable Channel 48
Kudos Gradgingly Gives 1o Joan
Mivers,a caustic, sometimes grating
person who nonetheless correctly
surmised that Oscar night is in large
part about seeing the stars and what
they're wearing and proceeded to
make hay as the unofficial eritic of
this aspect, She even lets her daugh-
ter take part. Academny Awards Fash
ion Review airs Sunday, April 2, on
E, Cox Cable Channel 45.
AN Saickering About Qur Manhood
Asdde, we siopped enjoying figure
when Debi Thomas fell some-
thing like three times during her
wife re-

pic
cently tuned in while we washed

dishes (siop snickering]), to waich

e Stating i Sunda, Api 2,
3 pm. on KGTY, Channel

Our Hometewn Hus u Street

tory. On a more literary note, 8

Cail for our unbeatable prices.

om

———

American Tragedy. A Place i the Sun

Somebunny
could win big
this month
at Sycuan.




i Sundey: Apel 1, w2 g
AMC, Cox Cable Channel 3

A Tough Call for all you Don John-
30 fans out there (somebody's keep-
ing Nash Bridges on the air): The Hot

son and the Marlbors Man, starring
Don and Mickey Rourke. The lanter
is mystical in its badness, fascinating
t0 behold. Both air Sunday, April 2,
a1 6 p.am., the former on Bravo, Cox
“able Channel 42, and the latter on
(X, Cox Cable Channel 68
We Were Wrong, bumboozied by the
bvious similaritics between Roman
padiators in the days of bread and cir
cuses and the men in tights of today's
WWF — we thought the violence was
thesppe. o el s ke
that pro wrestling is 8
woup opea o gur. WWE Wresing
airs Sunday, April 2,317 pm. on USA,
Cox Cable Channel 2
The World, the Flesh, and the
Deril, you get plenty of al three in
Devil's Advocate, & tollicking
morality tale featuring a tolerabie,
even enjoyable Keanu Reeves and &
gloriously over-the-top Al Pacino
Great fun, but we have o idea how
they're going to edit out all the nu
dity. Aies Sunday, April 2, 3 8 p.m
‘an TNT, Cox Cable Channel 34
Chlldhood's Ead, we can remember
a time when Nickelodeon meant
green goop getting dumped on your
head. Now it's downright scary in
places — the intentional ironic ugli
ess of things ike Catdog are, we sus
pect (hope), lost on kids. Next up:
live-action pubescent teen angst
drama. Caitlin's Way airs Sunday,
April 2, at 8 p.m. on Nickelodeon,
Co Cable, Channel 47

This FilsE Has It All, Oscar-type
heavyweight actors (Jack Nicholson
and Michael Caine), a brash young
up-and-comer (Stephen Dorfl), and
a red-hot Latina sensation (Jennifer
Lopez). But Blood and Wine is not a
pretty chowease movie. It lterally
bludgeoning, full of the kind of des-
perate, petty cvil that inevitably esca-
lates. Airs Mondsy, April 3.a1 8 p.m
n Bravo, Cox Cable Channel 42

SPORT

Crltical Mass, ake part in the Critical
Mass Bike Ride planned on Fridey,
March 31 (and generally on the last
Friday of cach month). Participants
meet at “the hump® at UCSD {near
the old Student Center) at 315 p.m.
and a1 4:30 p.m. at the corner of Fifth
Aventie and Robinson for these group

UNDUE INFLUENCE

Undue Influence; Random House,
2000; 240 pages; 524

Undue Influence is Anita
rookner’s 19th novel. Every June her newest book
“a fixture,” an

wrote, “of the English summer, like Wimbledon or
the Academy.

my hmnkf;buklb:w to undress the tree. | take
wsitves bals here, an angel there. | fuck each

box. While I do this, | inevitably think of the pleasure that will be mine, come
January, when not a pine needle or silver tinsel strand remains in the house. Part
of that pleasure will be throwing myself down on the striped couch and opening
Brookner's newest novel.

The pleasure, for me, i Brookner's careful.
break out from time to time into effusion over the varicties of green in a London
park or a view out the windaw. “The sun,” she writes, “in a late burst of activity,
shed a hectic radiance on the windows of the houses opposite.” The characters
‘who warm themselves beneath d’ul hectic radiance lead rather desperate lives. They
seek out their faces in “adrained
wary, s if at any minute it might undergo disintegration.” | have become
embarrassed about the pleasure Brookner's novels give me. I have become
embarrassed because I am afraid that my fondness for these novels says more
about me than | am willing to hear.

Although ically has permitted
an English journalist into her Chelsea apartment (“We sat at a roundtable bearing
only an ashtray” in “a small, bright drawing room. It overlooks a long, pleasant
communal garden, with a huge chestnut tree on one side. On the walls are a few
pictures by Edward Lear, an ctching portrait of Baudelaire by Manet, and rows
of bookshelves.”) The ashtray was for Brookner's cigarettes. Her brand is Silk
Cut. She told one of her interviewers, “I reckon that at my age, all bids are off.
You can drink, smoke, and li¢ in the sun because whatever is going to kill you is
prabably already in place.”

readily 1o answer . although she began, as do her
characters, with bemused self.deprecation: “You want to know about me, and |
have a terrible feeling there is not a lot to know.”

Brookner was born in 1928. Her father, as a teenager, had come from Poland
to England. He quickly changed his name from Bruckner to Brookner — “like
calling yourself Batehoven,” Brookner told one interviewer. Her mother was an

READING

!
still do. loved book your
cars when reading.”

She wat a tesuager during World W I “My pusents
but you couldn’t help but be conscious of

weren't religious,
being Jewish at that time. I knew terrible things were going on and were coming
close, and I suppose that couldn’t help but seem menacing.”

Brookner's parents expected that Brookner would attend college for a few
years and then marry. She had other ideas. She sat for entrance examinations at
Oxford. In onc of her more recent intervicws, Brookner confided, *I walked out
of the first one. A friend of mine had died; I had visited her almost daily in the
ety g 4t live. Th decided

inan atmosphere of failure, that it was to be King's College, London.” So she attended
King's College, London, where she studied history. “I didn't like King's,” she said,
“on aesthetic grounds. I'd come from a leafy suburb and it was in the middle of
London; it seemed too workaday. I lived at home and couldn't cope with the
buses. I hated it so much that [ used to go to the National Gallery instead, where
a man named Charles Clare gave lunchtime lectures about specific pictures.”
Charles Clare pointed Brookner toward the Courtauld Institute of Fine Arts,
which, during the immediate postwar years, nurtured both a faculty and student
body notorious for their eccentricities. Deputy director of the institute when
Brookner entered was Anthony Blunt. Poor Blunt was doubly closeted — he was
ahomosexual and a spy for the Russians. (Blunt dedicated his first book to another
English spy for the Russians, Guy Burgess.) Soon after Brookner entered the
Courtauld, Banth m healsob b + ial

curator of the queen’s art collection). That Blunt was homoscxual and a spy,
however, would little effect Brookner's future. That he was a fierce and vocal
Francophile did effect the young woman, Blunt disparaged English art as banal
The Courtauld, when Brookner arrived, was on its way to becoming one of the
great study centers for art historians interested in French painters and sculptors
Brookner's graduate work at the Courtauld led her to painter Jean-Baptistc
Greuze, who became the subject of her doctoral dissertation. “I found him
ting,” she told an int ause he
and melodramatic but a marvelous draughtsman with a gift for unexpectedly
good portraits.” Blunt helped Brookner acquire a French-government grant for
study at the Ecole du Louvre, In 1950 she took off for Paris. "My parents,” she
said, “were deeply shocked. They felt that I should stay at home and look after
them.” Brookner's parents cut off her allowance. Suddenly, she was poverty-
stricken. She began to write articles for various art magazines and for the Times
Literary ather project. Brookner remained
in Paris for almost a decade. She returned to England, teaching for several years
at Reading University. [n 1964 Blunt arranged for a job for her as a lecturer at the
Courtauld

English tobacco heiress who, before she married, had a minor career 1 |

ythen had become an clegantly tuned-out and confident

The shy
f udents, who later becarne

singer. Brookner was an only child. She grew up, financially in
suburban London, Nannies and nurses reared her. *I remember my parents as
being in t! im,” Brookner told . And to another, she said,
about her extended family of aunts and uncles and grandparents, “We were an
unhappy brood.”

She makes clear, though, in her chats with the occasional journalist, that her
childhood was not entirely unhappy. Like one of the characters in her newest
novel, her facher walked miles round London; she often walked with him. He
regularly took her 1o the National Gallery In whose halls she was first smitten by
paintings. Her parents read. “Idiosyncratically,” she said, “for comfort, which |

pular. €
director of the National Gallery, told ln m\ervwn‘ “She insisted that art historians
must have the courage of their feelings as well as their convictions, that ance you
know David painted this picture in 1811, you must ask: ‘What did this do to his
life? What does it do to my life? And to the lives of those who have looked af
between?'"
Brookner's father had died in 1964 and her mother died in 1969, They were
before their deaths, and Brookner, like many of her characters,
cared for her mother during her last years.
Brookner never married. She has admitted to various interviewers that she

did receive proposals. But almost all the proposals,
she said, “made me run the other way.” In a recent
novel, she wrote, “The novels she had read in her
studious girlhood all ended with a marriage, for that

was how the reader wanted them to end, believing.
that mariage was the conclusion of the story. They

the marriage was a thing of the past.” In interviews
Brookner has indicated that this business of *how to
spend the time” of a marriage, for her, had been an

ok She ok deacibes Boroclf

s a spinster, In Altered States, her 16th novel, she wrote,
“Men can bury their past. An unmarried woman is
her past. Whereas a wife has a social position, 2
spinster has none.”

In 1981, Brookner decided that rather than going abroad for the summer
as she usually did, she would stay home and write a novel. It was a sad moment

1 knew waited to-read the newest Brookner book. To read these books was to
ke e e e o S it Thi vt o for 8 while. At mention
ofth

on Saturday, April 1. The rules are
simple: the story cannot exceed five
minutes, it must have something to
do with gokd mining in the Southwet,
and it “must contain nothing, which

an intelligent person might mistake
bcrhrlmlﬁ."milyul'lmmalk
To reach Peg Leg's

rookner-
reading friends sl.nl.l acquutd that doty, big- ry:d:lprmmn that Ius!n! faces of
the faithful when gurus visit.

And then, along about the ninth or tenth Brookner novel, Lewis Percy and
Brief Lives, these same readers began 1o say they weren't finding Brookner as
interesting. They scemed vaguely hostile toward Brookner's stories. “Nothing
happens,” one said. We argued a bit. | suggested that plenty happened: it was just
that what happened, happened inside her characters’ rather than between
sheets or on battlefields or in boardrooms. I suggested that this e pcrhcpa

Monument, head approximately
seven miles east of Springs
on Highway 22. Free. 760-767-5555
(ANZABORREGO DESERT STATE PARN)
Books to Geod Homes, the San Car
los branch library plans its monthly
book sale from 9:30 a.m. 10 3:30 p.m.
on Saturday, April 1. Paperbacks and
hardbacks of all e offered
7265 Jackson

precisely what I liked about the Brookner novels, that
between sheets or on battlefields. The contents of consciousness — d‘mu;hu. 1

0
headlined another. | recall that another friend, a man who had been initially
particularly enthusiastic about Brookner’s novels, said that he had given up on

The I
Drive; 619-527-3430. (SAN CARLOS)
Name & Trditional Art from Dat-
I Back 1300 Years featuring im
ages rooted in the Zuni culture
Stumped? Hand-carved

in my life,” shy
1 wanted to know how I deserved such a fate. It was an el xll‘ unlhm
but without self-pity or self: Then I realized t
lead anywhere — but it can become an art form in nxlr

‘The novel A Start in Life — was accepted. Brookner continued on, writing

lives drove those stories ended not far from where they began. | agreed. I did not
g9 0n o say that I thought this quite like life. I did not say that | thought this was
quite like his life and mine.

tleast a bit, at i Brookner's
novels, is that | sﬂmn(hlﬂm life. An interviewer asked Brookner

in summiers. In 1984, for her novel, Hotel du Lac,
Booker Prize. In 1989, she retred from teaching, She writes seven days per week.
She takes long walks about London. She eschews literary parties and most social
life. Like her characters, she cats take-out food and snacks off tidbits of this and
that Whesshe ivkes an okd S for s e, shey tak the e vench rescurun

what she would say 1o someone who said her novels were “gloomy and sad.” She
answered, “I'd agree. | don't intend them to be like that, but I think they're an
accurate reflection. Life is not a nightclub, and some ollhe reviews I've had,
particularly frum women, which that it is, seem to have

from life. Maybe

and turquoise vll be shaoweased dur
a fetish show planned from
104.m. 10 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday, April | and 2, at the San
Diego Museum of Man. Licensed
trader Donald Sharp will present
carvings and fetishes and discuss the
artworks

kets are $6 for adults, $3 for
children 6 to 17, free for kids undec

Book 1 Everyone
ng,hrd vl carved oo about BloakersPy oeukes (although, in retrospect, I realize
that no one ever quite dared say what those wonders were). Every year everyone

i et what they
iy e Fs g g w55 v B ot s they can's”

- Judith Moore

239-2001

For information, call 6
(BALBOA PARK)

the Mira

lowing a figure-cight routeon Satur- ball tournament and family fiekd day,
slated for Saturday, April 1, from

SSSTRIML ek SR
spectators during Apri, (BALBOA

will be on hand at each

7p.m. on Saturday and from 10 a.m.
ticipants may proceed a1 their own

105 p.m. on Sunday.; admission is

day, April 1. The ride starts a 8:30 a.m.

at the Java Depo (in the Boardwall 9 a.m. 104 pm., at Hourghass Park. o Hoope, the Stingrays 55 general pace from 10 am. to 4 p.m. N

Building on Highway 101 at Estrela  There will be safiball, pony rides, | - stronnt Bostel Losen o The lectures take placeon Satur-  members pay $30.

Street). Free. F all fis, ast ond Wrist- R the iaim from € e i day, from 10a.m. to 4 p.m., focusing Find the temple at 3795 Utah

BSB.974-4871. (SOUANA BEAGH) bands arc $5 for the games and ac. 7t VSR O FERTE o a vansty of subjects. Alllectures.  Street ncar University Avenue). For
tivities. For information, call e’ dditional detais, call 6192979327,

Navigate Unfamiliar Terratn with 2 San Diego Sports Arena. Tickets

& map and u compass duringa meet 102971000 x220- To teach the  runge from 5510525, For tickets.cll "“";"1“':1’“"“‘“:“ i PloRITEPARY

hosted by San Diego Orienteeringat 20 1= 0 115 7or 0 b fom  ©19-209-0148. 154N DEGO) Wcenyy P s risapbund 10 Spin a Yarn when the an
Boulevard, and go on tesored Aty and Crafis-ers homes (IS R e e

Costa Hortieulture Club host
gardener’s market from & a.m
2 pm. on Saturday, April I, in front
of WalMart (2100 Vista Way, at Jef.
ferson). Organizers promise a plant
and garden item sale with 2 horticul
turist on hand (0 answer questions.
(OCEANSIOE)

Divimely lnsplyed, the 37th annual
Religious Art Festival hosted by St
Mark's Methodist Church is on ex-

Camp Ol¢ Flat on Mount Laguna on
Saturday, April 1. The ares boasts a
good variety of features, terrain, and
et Th hudeal

Black Mountain Road; the park is on
the left, (MRA MESA)

courses. Registration and instruction
startsat 9:30 a.m., with i get
ting underway at 10 8.m.
ing is on the east side of Sun

rise Highway (S-1), across from the
USFS Fire Station (formerly Camp
O, 1.5 miles north of Laguna Lodge
and 115 milles norih of 1-8; waich for
orienteering signs. For information,
call 760-598-2630, 858-578-9456 o
fendl. (LAGUNA MOUNTAINS)

sged
Al Kinda of Pu is expected during
the second annual Rehab 2000 soft-

Padres with a series in New York
against the New York Mets April 3-6.
Games are brosdcast on KFMB-AM
(760) and in Spanish on station
XEXX-AM (1420, For detaiks, dial
619.280.INFO.

d del * Docents

SPECIAL

Beautiful Bungalows (mostly in
North Park) are spotlighied when the

Museum oF CONTEMPORARY ART, SaAN DiEGO, rnzseurs

Artists OnThe Cuttin

Save Our Heritage
(SOHO) hosts its “Arts and Crafts
Weekend 2000" March 31 through
April 2. The 1934 Art Deco Silver

yea 2
det the stars at the San Diego Velo-
drome beginning on Tuesday.
April 4.t 7 p.m. Events for men,
women, and youths are promised
Find the velodrome at 2221 Morley
Field Drive; 619.296.3345 or

‘emple — boasting an
Egyptian Revival interior — is the
site for events (except for the home
tour). The Arts and Crafts Exhibitors
and Antique Show begins with s pre.
view party from 6 109 p.m. on

day; admission s $25. The Ant
Shaw continues from 10 a.m

CROSS FERT AT ONS

Come join us as MCA presents the eighth season of Arusts on the Cutting Edge: Cross Fertilizations, an
ourstanding literarure and music senies conceived by Quincy Troupe. This year's progeam includes many of
today'’s most innovative artists and is expected 10 sell out, 0 be sure to buy your tickets early. Ticker
holders are invited 10 1our MCA's galleries free of charge before each performance.

rides. Free. Call 619.235-0935 for in
formation. (LA JOLLA, HILLCREST)

Dusm Fool's Ride, cr, Miramar Dam
April Fools ride...join up with San
Diego Bicycle Touring Society bicy-
clsts for 2 47-mile jaunt 10 Miramar
Dam on Saturday, April 1. The ride
starts at 845 am. in the DeAnza
Cove parking lot Bring money for
lunch. B58.693.17K2. (MISSIoN Bar)

Hit the Speedway, head to Cajon
Speedway on Saturday, April 1, for
campetition in sportsman, sirect,
bombers, and pony stock catcgonies
The first race starts at 545 p.m. with
qualifying Funs starting at 5 p.m.
“The /8. mile track s located next
16 Gillespie Field. Take 18 to High
way 67, and use the Beadicy exi
left for two blocks to Wing Street,
then right one block to the track en

Reading & Signing

Sick Puppy

trance. Adult admission: $9 (west
side) and $10 (east side}; $3 for those
610 13; free for kids under 6 with an
addult. 619-448-8900. (EL CANON)

(Great Days by the Bay, rowing has
been a source ofrivary since the 17th
Century in England. Enjoy the 27th
San Diego Crew Classic, slated for
April 1 and 2, in Mission Bay Park.
Three thousand compeitors from

colegate, club mastrs,and juniors

The San Diego Gulla meet up with

divisions

Racing z-,.....y 7 am. on both
days, with heats running every 10 1o
15 minutes ungil 30 p.m. on Satur
day and until 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Viewing for spectatons is free from

Point Shores (preferred parking is
$5). BS8-4B8-0700, (MISSION BAT)

FUN e FITNESS = FRIENDS
Singles and couples welcome. Private Classes and dances.

April1,267:08 p.m., at the San Dicgo
Sports Arena (3500 Sports Arena
ickets range from 35 1o
$13, available by calling 619-224
4625. The games are broadcast on
KSDO (AM 1130). (SPORTS ARENAI
Jarn Depet Clrcult 8, join Sierra Club
icyclists for a peppy 50-mike ride fol-

3 Ballrooms
10 Certified Instructors

RATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINES:
SYCHIC
FAIR
‘t“-‘““ THE E0OD f"’"
april

.h‘anie Lemaire

The Body Tu.'kf dmll can !
Hear it
Magical Essence of Being
|Satwrday April 29th 1 PM|

Paychics » Tarot « Auras « Astrology
+ Numerology » Channeling » Palmistry
MASSALE & HEALING

PHOENIX PHYRE BOOKS

BOOKSIGNING

Bodywork & Massage
Psychie Rudmg; most eseeemed wouks. He is also a
le D

DERECWALCOTT FIONA SFPSON

Derek Waicott, winner of the Novelist Mona Simpson i the

1991 Nobel Pll&rml.nrmm was  author of A Regulr Guy, The Lost

bom in 1930 in St. Lucia. He ather, and Anyuhere Bus Here, the

publishe almost twenty Loy B il us imbirl

gty including Seecid Fors, fall. She s recipient of the
Arkansas Testamens, The

Whiting Writer's Award, a
By, o Omers, o o hs G ’m:ﬁ.e t,and a Hoder

Fellowshap at Princeton Universiry
Since 1968 she has taught at Bard
College.

published playwright

AURA PHOTOGRAPHY
ooy 137 v sy Am s v a0

“PHOENIX PHYRE |
BOOKSTORE & GALLERY
282 N. El Camino Real * Encinitas

Trumpece, ;.-Zm. and procer
thac have dutinguabed theates.
dance, TV. film, and concerts for
three decades. Some of hus credics
inclc e highly aechimed |
i Beaey B e 1995
e wineing Broaduy
Haveng Our Say.

Thursdsy, Apei 13 Angela Jackson, Patrice Rushen, Grag Sarris + Thurdsy, April 20 Liss Rodrigues, Lois-Ann Yarmanaka,
Thorsdey. Apel 2 Grace Paley

TICKET INFORMATION All performanc

700 Prospees Seree, La Jolla. Far e imformasion. call the Moe
advance at the MCA Bookstore 1
(220-TIXS). Tickets

the Museum of Contempora

e sold at

. Individual event tickets: MCA

Sunday, April 2, 3pm

3 Biks N of Encinitas Blv East of I-5
(760) 436-7740

www.phoenixphyre.com

Bankof America.

DEeL MAR PLAza

z
g
3

Esmeralda

3919 Fourth Avenue = Hillcrest » 291-018

858-755-2707

www.sandiegoballroom,com
N S S S S S B BN SN S S
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Calendar

hibit through Aprl 22. Art juror Ken
ol o poliey s PeartSil

ected works in all artistic
i The thrw s open o viewing

M
call 858-273- 1480 for information,
(CLAREMONT)

Students from the Minek School of
Ast in Belarus have work on exhibit
in the sixth annual *Young People’s
Art Exhibit and Sale,” running from
Saturday, April I, through Friday,
he Lyceum Theater in

a. ow and sale
benefits the Children of Chernohyl
organization, raising funds for 30
children larus to spend July

skyfine we Sen

ing rock.

Lawson and Gaskill Peaks, near Alpine and
s, ol define U serratad foiriain

side of our county. Atop efther govh, on 8
clear winter o¢ spring day, your

in miles and miles of undulating landscape. Afer climbing somewnat tediously to a
crest in two miles. you descend a littie to
meet another din road coming

left. Lawson Peak lies suraight ahead. a
massive heap of granite siabs.

The fun begins as you piunge shead
hrough low brush and over boulders toward
nt Lawson's summit block — taking care to
alert any rattiesnakes that may have
in the warm sunshine. Just
below the summit on the far side (west

gaze wkes

aitemately clothed in darkgreen chap:
nd broken by countiess outcrops of gleam-

You ean reach Lawson Peak most
directly by way of the south segment of
Carveacre Road. Ostensibly this Is a dirt
road, but actually it’s more like a deeply

ol et s for hikers and
pen mountain bikers. The start of the oid  become aciive
roud Br-c\selv at milemarker 13.0 siong

Roam-0-Rama

Valley Road.

side) is 8

Lyons Valley Road, some three miles sast
of the intersection of Honey Springs Road
and Skyline Truck Trail. Limited parking i3
svailable in two Small tumouts on Lyons

in the San Di
ilies. For information, call 858-459.
4650 or 760-434-2255. (COWNTOWN)
A Paychic Falr and metaphysical con-
ference is planned by the Alexandra
Institute from noon 106 p.m. on Sat
urday and Sunday, April L and 2, at
the John D. Spreckels Building (3858
Front Street, a1 University Avenue).
Practitioners of psychic ans such as
aror, palmistry

be available for both days, charging
$20 per reading, and lectures will be
given. 819.298- W22 pLLCREST)

Cannor o, demonstra
tions of crafts and skills from the
18005, history lectures, entertain

ment, volunteers in period attire, and
authentic food for sale will all be part
of San Pasqual History Days, taking
place from 11 am. 1o 3 p.m. on
April 2 (and on each first Sunday
from Cctober through June} at San
Pasqual Baulefield State Historic
Park. The museum s found at 15808
San Pasqual Valley Road. 760489

0076, (ESCONDIDO)

(Genulne Antiques and Collectibles
are promised when the Antique
Street Fair takes place on Sunday,

onto a ledge

of the horizon

Gant hand- and footholds, AL the top of this
is & narTow rock cave. By groping 15 feet or
30 Into the darkness in back of the cave,
you'll fing an opening above. By mantiing up
you can reach a broad sheif
With a view 10 the east, where Barrett Lake,
a county reservoir, snuggles inio a broad
valley, Nearby is an easy route to the top
most boulders on the peak. From the pinna-
cle, if the air's sparkling clear, you'll see
the ocean wrapping around a Tull quadrant

To reach the summit of Gaskill Peak
retuin to Carveacre Roag and tum north
After 0.5 mile of road walking, you can find

A Guide to Unexpected San Diego and Beyond+ By Jerry Schad

in from the

fissure with abun

and follow an obscure path, on the left, up
Blong Gaskill's south rigge. A short but
tricky bit of rock climbing puts you on the.
summit. A large, flat expanse of granite, using road
Sheitered from the wind, lies near the sum-

mit — & great spot for lunch

FOR KIDS

B0 at 10 and 11:30 .. Wednesday

ugh Friday and at 11 am. 1, and
2:30 pm_on Saturday and Sunday.

Find the theater near the
Aerospace Center; 619-685-5045.
Regular admission is $3 for adults,
52 for children (11-2), free for those
under 1wo. (BALBGA PARK)

e Sillyl The evening is devoted to
Captain Underpants during the cvent
for kids seven and older 3t 7 p.m. on
Friday, March 31, at Barnes and No-
ble Bookstore (Grossmont Center
all, 5500 Grossmont Center Dirive;
619-667-2870). Frec. (LA MESA)

Childrea's Museam of Saa Dicgo,
“GraphiclUs.” the thind component of
“Design Worlds/DiseAo Mundos,”
continues through fuly. East Coast

nderson contributes &
sl based om orange crte label
San Francisco artist Glenn Brill and
Los Angebes artist Dean Swick joined
Anderson in painting the mural. Local
sculpror BillSchinler designed a piece
signs to depict the shape of
the US.A. The cxhibit includes instal
Lations and workshops to increase chil
d

A .
Climbing the granite

Aprl 2, 0n State Strect (from Carls
bad Village Deive to Beech Street)
Two hundred antique dealers wil be
offering thesr wares from 8 am. 1o
4 p.m. Admission i free. 760724
9400, CARL5BAD

The Second Anaual Benefit Book
Sale hosted by the Friends of San
Diego Mesa College Learning Re-
source Center (LRC) takes place
from 9 um. t0 6 p.m. on Tuesday
and Wednesday, Aprl 4 and 5, out
side the LRC. Find San Diega Mesa

DEYELOPS 6UR ERILD'S
INNER AWDQUTER STRENGTHSS,

[ rrcie strempth *seb-asiosm

*ieit-conidencs
apllity “concentration
[andurance  *goal setting & keoping
L “lova for laarning

CLASSES POR BOYS & /LS OF ALL AGES & ABUTIES.
#Pre Scheel *Beginners
*Team Levels One to *Elite

0 experience n
=
7924 € Cajon Bivd)

La Mesa, CA 91941

Gallege at 7250 Mesa College Drive.
call #58-558-2244 for information,
(REARY MESA)

Gardens Inside and Out, artist Patri
cia Pauterson presents her newest
work, “An Enclo mna
slide show and tour
Fields on Wednesday, A,m\ 5. Events
it 130 p.m. in the Schulman
wrium at Carlshad City Library
S Dove Lane). The $# fee includes
‘admission 10 the fields. Foi
tion, call 760-602- 202 ). {CAR SBAD]

the Flower

Nym.

Indonesian arti ¥
Sumandhi and Putu Sutiati will pre-

ursdey throughout  specialty garden creators™ for the
the “village" of La Jolla ext m.,.x., Spring Home/Garden Show during  sent traditional music, dance, and
the Gardens 2000 G shadow puppetry a1 | p.m. on Sun

Apeil 6, with
vl be open ate),food, hikdre'sac
tivites, magic. and “culture” from §
108 p.m. Festivites begin at the infor-
1 e, located on the lawn at the
Chart House resta (1270
Prospect Street). For details, call
BSEAS-STIB. Free. (Lt s00LR)

Previcw the “Outrageous Gardens
d by San Diego landscape ar-
ects, landscape designers, and

| LARGEST CLIMBING GYM IN

r--

Live Improvisational Comedy
Fridays at 8 pm ¢ Saturdays at 7:30 & 9:45 pm
# Approprate b ol owcheoces #

3717 inda Si. + San Diego/Mission Hills » (619}295-4999
Aduls - $11 # Students, Seniors & Military - $9

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA!

day. April 2. Visitors may try t play
 Javanese gamelan and learn o per.
fiorm the Balinese monkey chant

. classes are being of-

ing a1 6:30 p.m. next Thursday,
April 6, in Bing Crosby Hall at the
Del Mar Fairgrounds. During the
event, a panel of udges will announce “This week.
winners ofa variety of design awards. fered in “Glue Batik Fabric Design’
Tickets arc $70 in advance, or $30.at (3t 1 p.m. on March 31, April I, and
the door. For information, call  2); “Caooning vith the Toon Squad™
760-752-1585. (DL MAR) fat 2 p.m.on April | and 2); and "Gar

den Stepping Stones” (at 1 p.m. on

Aprl 5,7, 8,and 9), Call for fees. age

Dance for 25

Four weeks, starting April 3
Beginning Salsa, Nightclub Slow,
and intermediate West Coast Swing
N Peggy Diamond
ars’ experience
California Swing Dance Hall of Fame
Private lessons avail,
Call 619-334- 77.6
3848 Center Street (Eagles Lodge)
Class size limited.

*With this coupan. Enoll by 4/7/00.

-
- =

SAT., APRIL

FREE
DAY!

JOIN UIS

? Taoist
Sanctuary
San Diege

B S S S S S N S S S S S e S

resrictions, and reservations.
Continuing exhibits include

“The Book Stop,” *Improw The

+nd “Cora's Rairthouse.” Find the

museum st 200 West Island Avenue.

White Pabhll)ddxm‘nﬁmhivu
story time begi pm. on
Sundiay, Ap 1. Find the shop at

rd Avenue and by calling
858-454-3518. Free. (LA JOLLA)

Tuesday,
{11744 Carmel Mountain Road). Ex.

taila. (DOWNTOWN)
You're lnvited 10 celebrate Maisy's

Free. (CARMEL MOUNTAR) &
Follow the Trall to Quail, head to
Quai

y
day, April I, at 12:30 p.m., at Bames
and Noble Bookstore (7610 Hazard
Center Drive). Participants will eat
cupcakes and do some coloring. Free.
Call 619-298-4306 for details. The

Tuesday,
April 4, a1 10:30 a.m. for s general
tour of the gardens oriented for kids
(aged three 1o six). Meet at the vis
tors” center located directly north of
the parking o, at 230 Quail Gardens

mals of the ocean when the Birch

Aquanium-Museum hosts “Ses
Shapes” at #:30 a.m. on Saturday,
April 1. Participants (ages three and
four) will explore body shapes and
make sh

The fee is $15 (chaperon free).

uariurm is located at 2300 Ex

pedition Way (off North Torrey
Pines Road, south of L Jolls Shares
Drive). For the required reservations.
call 858-534-7336, (1A JOULA
Gt to Kisaw the Wily Pack Rat dur
ing a family program slated for Sat
urday, April 1. from 9 a.m. 103 p.
at the San Diego Natural History
Museum. Paticipants will head aut
10 Lake Hodges 10 search for wood
rats. The fee for nonmember fami-
lies is $30. To make reservations, call
619-232- 3821 1203, (BALBOA PARK)
Masks, Life-Sized Puppets, theat
cal effects, and magic are combined
in the Landis and Company Theatre
of Magic's presentation of Beauty
and the Beass, beginning at 1 p.m. on
Sunday, April 2, at the Californis
Center for the Arts, Escondido. At-
tendees will “enicr a world where
things are not what they scem.” Find
the center at 340 North Escondida
Boulevard (at Valley Parkway). Tick
ets are $9.50. Call 8009884253 for
reservatians. (ESCONOIDO)
Lesrn “How fo Decode an Indian
Miniature” during the Family Day
workshops planned on Sunday

ipans will figure out what's going on

Drive; Free. (ENCNTAS)
Choo-Cheoo! Head to Trains Are
Good when storyteller Sharon Free-
burn tells train tales at 10 a.m. on
wesdays, including April 4. Find the
store a1 2512 Congress Street;
6192948372, Free. (0L Tow)

Ready
and Daisy the Duck ar
stories will be told when the Board
Book Iuddus meet for sories on
Tuesday, at
Ziny Besiny (1530 Camino & o
Reina; 619-291.9500). The program
s for thase four and younger, Free.

(MISSION VALLEY)

Children of All Ages sre beckoned
10 Neverland, & fantasy based on Pe

ter Pan and his adveniures “before
Captain Hook and before Wendy.”
The Grossmont College theater arts
department and the San Dicgo Pan

tomime Theatre present the play at
7 pm. on April 6, 7, and & and at
2p.m. an April 8 and 9, at the Stage

house Theatre at Grossmont Col

Iege. Tickets are 35. Find the cam

pus at 8800 Grossmont College
Drive; call 619-644-7234 for reser

vations. (EL CAION)

Children's Discovery Musenm of
North County, the museur is de-
signed as an educational environ-
ment through art, science, and social
activities targeted for children 2
theough 12. Look for a medieval cas

e, mags mirror, mini-city, and chil

dren’s marketplace. Find the mu

seumn at 300 Carlsbad Village Drive.

suite 103, 760.720-0737. (EARLSBAD)

Chinese Historical Museum, Chi
mese calligraphy, paintings, and seal
carvings by Shin-Ping Tan are on ex.

College in Tawan, Republc of China,

The museum is located in a
building originally bui in 1927 for
the Chinese Mission; adjacent o the
building is an Asian garden, includ
ing a statue of Confucius, a waterfall,
stream, and s large Chincse gate. The
museum is locaied at 404 Third Av
enue (at | Steeet); 619-338-9888.
owNTawN)

Chiula Vista Herltage Musenm the
museum features glimpses of Chuls
Vista’s past; exhibits feature lemon
packing crate Iabels, photographs of
downtown Chula Vista, doors and
blocks from the original Star
newspaper building, and relics from
the Otay Waich Company. Find the
museum at 360 Third Avenue. For
further information, call 619-420
6916, (CHULA VISTA)
Creation Museum, & museum con
8 the evolution and creation
workd views is found at 10946 Wood
side Avenue North. Far more infor-
mation, call 619.448.0900 1231

(SANTER)

Asns Gun:
Marsten House, this hutoric home
sits on five aces of landscaped
grounds with a formal English Ro-

George Marston and his family by
San Diego architects William Heb.
bard and Irving Gill, the Marston
house design is in keeping with the
carly 20th-Century American Arts

Crafts period, which emphasizes

3525 Seventh Avenue; 619-298-3141.
(HLEREST)

House of Pacific Relations, Inter

national Cottages are open every
Sunday from noon 10 4 p.m. to pre.
sent the history and traditions of 30
ethnic groups. Slect cotages are also
open on the fourth Tuesday of every
month, from 11 am. 1 Y p.m.. an
Children Around the World videos
are shown in the Hall of Nations on
wrth Tuesday of every month
619-538-4065, (BALBOA PARK)
Marine Corps Recrult Depot Mu-
sewm, housed in a historic building,
the

the

MUSEUMS

ropatsiurts of ldia and &
wor with jewel-colored mag
cal palaces. Nonmembers pay 35 for
adults, 53 for children. For informa
o0, call619-292-793 1 (BALBOA PAH)
Play Mea Storyt Musical renditions
of children's stories including The

Diego Symphony presents a kid
friendly pops concert at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, April 2. in Copley Sym
phony Hall (750 B Street). Pre-per
formance activities include face
painting, a musical petting 700, and
special goadics to take home.* Tick
ets range from $10 to $20. Dial
619.235.0804 for rescrvations.
DOWNTOWN)

Unleck Your Earthbeund I
nation when artist Perry El Vasque:
leads a workshop during the Free
foc-All First Sunday events planned
at the Museum of Contemporary
Art, Downtown (1001 Ketner
Boulevard) from 1 1o % p.m. on
April 2. Brian Dick — who claims to

(Art
Reader's Guide

listed in the
Art)

Antique Gas and Steam Engine
Museum, the museum’s activities in
clude locating, collccting. docu
menting, and preserving historical
gas-. steam-, and horse powered
equipment related not anly to agn
culture, but to the general develop
ment of America. The collection is
made up of equipment used in lum
bering. mining. oil driling, and con
structian industries. In addition, the
museum has a blacksmith and
wheelwright shop, a country kitchen
and parlor, a steam-operated saw
mill, and 1/3.scale train. Find the
usseum at 2040 North Santa Fe Av-
enue, For further details, call
760-941-1791. (MSTA}

‘Bonita Historical Museum, the tal
ents of South Bay artist are honored
in the “Juried Fine Art Exhibit 2000,"
on display through March.
highlights the his
tory o he Seetwaes Valleyrom
the mid-18008, rical pho

Sosls 4 ity

different way ev-
exy day for the last three years and
photographed each end result — will
ehallenge visitors to make the bed in
way he hasn't! For infarmation, call
619-234-1001. Free. (DOWNTOWN)
She Was Not Afrald of Mice, the
plucky Parisienne, Madeline, visits

implements;the disrit's 1953 fire

P
gallerics with artfacts, uniforms, ve
hicles, weapons. and photographs
depicting Marine Corphistory. The
musesim is located in Building 26 at
MCRD, just inside Gated, off Pacific
m,.m.. 19-524-603%. (MOWAY)

Museum of Lem.
cm.. an exhibition of watercolors
entitled "Vernon Allen: From the
Prairie 10 the Pacific” is on exhibir
through Friday, March 3. Allen is de-
scribed s an artist, sculptor, and ar
chitectural draftsman whose work
ook him from a Seuth Dakota farm
tothe Art Institute of Chicageo fo Tal
icsin (where he was 2 protégé of Frank
Lioyd Wright], 10 San Diego County.
Find the museum at 7715 Chutch

Street, 619-460-4353. [LEON GROVE)

joined the center 10 create “Techno.
Vation,” an exhibition highlighting
the mast innovative science and
technology departments in town
Fach of the eight exhibits includes an
interactive and educational display

incorporating what the specific tech.
nology is, how it works, and how it
affects the public. The shaw contin
wes through December.
Bright. interactive exhibits de
i

engine; and
19305 of the Chula Vista Star News
Find the muscurn at 4035 Bonita
Road. Dial 619.267-5141 for addi
tional infarmation. (BONTA

workd
of color are on offer in “Color Play.”
continuing through Monday, July 3.
The exhibition inchudes a“Color Play.
house," “Picture Printing.” *Color
Storm.” and 2 "Big Kaleudoscoope.™
Continuing exhibitions include

;. Argeati
Hustle (705 dancing)*
Wast Coast Swing

WeDNESDAL: Jicterbug & Swing*

Tuusosr; Nghcluo gt By
‘Husth

705 dancin

; S -w:-u.m: Swing®

Jitterbug/Swin

Lsx & 3np SaTuRpars: Rallroom Dmcx
2np & 471 SATURDAYS: Nightclub Mix

pwelistors.com
Wt o, i e sders

DANCE for $20
Classes Still Open

i Tango * Balloom Dance*

Dascs - 4 Sarurds rbug/Swing dance every Sunday
PaTTIE \i’su.s‘ DANCETIM.B CENTER
1255 West Morena Bivd. (619) 2949535

et

www, time com
Introubuctony classes. Espaces 4/16/00.

MOVIE TRADER PAYS MORE CASH FOR
VHS, DVD, LASER DISCS & VIDEO GAMES!

MOVIE TRADER HAS
50,000 VHS MOVIES AND
5,000 NEW & USED DVDs

AT LOW, LOW PRICES!

2E

1225 GARNET AVE » PACIFIC BEACH+ (858)272-2231

rytelling, singin,
'8, SINg; I!f

or B88-303-24

Flying @ 40 & Beyond

Join us for a celebration of women's creativity
in the second half of life! A day-long event
of workshops, art exhibits and performances.

Saturday, April 8, 2000
Mission Valley Marriott

9 am to4d pm. S50, including lunch and parking
Morning workshops will focus on creatiy

dance, drawing,
poetry. Afternoon [urm..mnm wil
outstanding San D

age of

For reservations, call the Foundation for Women:
(858) 454-0544 622

i
showcase
ego women artists over the

University Compounding Pharmacy and the Calitornia Anti-Aging Institute present

Male Menopause: How Will It Affect You?

Join Ron Rothenberg, M.D., in

fascinating lecture as he discusses:

Whal is male menopause?

How can | salely increase my festosterone e
Testosterone and sexual health, cardiovascul

depression, energy, type Il diabeles and muscle mass

Monday. Apnil 10 =7 pm = $10
4077 Fitth Avenue, Scripps Mercy Hospital Auditorium in Hillcrest
(Corner of Washington & Fifth Avenue)

Ta reserve your seat, please call

University Compounding Pharmacy

(619) 683-2005

Refreshments smmediately following at University Compounging Pharmacy

o 08 e
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San Diege Historical Society Mu-
sewm, “Elegant Fantasy: The Jewelry
n(A.-lmg Fisch™ focuses on the full

i picipls Exphee e rions
of transmission and storage
ey 4

from Saturday, April 1, through
Wednesd y 31. The exhibit
highlights ous are
from the county's past and
displays of the cars and motorcycles
that made the laps.

More than 80 automobiles and
motorcycles from horseless carriages
10 future prototypes are included in
the museum's permanent collection
Find the museum near the Starlight
Bowl; 619-231-2885. (BALBOA PAR)

tive techniques that have inspired
this acclaimed artist. The San Diego
esident i said to focus on “the rela

tionship between jewelry and the
body.” Enjoy the show through Sun

day, July 30.

Piccing together the traditions
and family legacies of black quilters,
“A Communion of Spirits: African
American Quilters, Preservers, and
Their Stories™ continues through
Sunday, June 4. The exhibition fea
tures 200 photographs, 40 cus-
tomized quilted mattes for framed

gelou. In addition, s selection of

Diego's African American commu
nity is being displayed on & weekly
rotating basis.

The museum is located in the
Casa de Balbos building; 619-232
6203, (BALBOA PARK)

San Diego Hall of Champions, 51
San Diegans have been on 87 sports
Tllustrated magazine covers, and 32
of thase covers are on exhib at the
museum through Monday, May |

The show features a timeline of ath

lete's names and cover dates and ex-
planatory text panels

ngen ind el
ily on African American
women quilters but also features
male quilters and well-known quil-
ters and preservers including Rosa
Parks, Alice Walker, and Maya An-

the museum honors San Diego

dents both on and off he eld ofplay,

The Hall of Champions — ded-
icated to promotiny

2544 for information. (BALBOA PARK)

San Diege Maritime Museusm, the

barcadero at the corner of North
Harbor Drive and Ash Street;
619-234-9153. (DOWNTOWN)

tional touring exhibition of 40 reli-
secular and abstract woodcar.

documenting the history of San
Diego's waterfront and the building
of the West Goust by sea, including
exhibits concerning the old San
Dicgo-Coronads the wna
fishing indusiry, and the military.
The museum fieet consists of the
1863 bk St o i, he 1090 San
Francisco

1904 Scortish steam yacht um.

the museum through Sunday, May 14.
“Barels: Remembering a Village
Agist” brings 10 life the carving career
of Barels, consi most impor
it mid-20th Century Mexican
American artist. His sclf-1 style
i id (0 be representative of both the

New Mexican and the Amer-

carpentces, mode bulding, .n.,. in
botles, woodcarvers, and a complete
rescarch library.
The museun is located at 1306
North Harbor Drive, along the Em

“Conversations in Culture — A
Tenth Anniversary Retrospective™
focuses on both photographs and
artwarks by artists who have con
tributed their talents 1o the mu-

30.
Legendary self-taught Mesican
artist Juan s showcased in
the “Magic of Mata Ortiz” exhibition.
‘The exhibit focuses on the vibrant,
intricate pottery of

peyo, and Maria Martinez,
whom by

ancient pot
sery found near their villages. Enjoy
the magic Jaswary 14, 2001

For more information, dial
619-239-2001. (BALBOA PARK)

Reader Match es Success Story

SINGLE MOTHER likes (
jazz and scary movies,
Looking for a friend

"

Elizabeth Walker: Thar's all | can
remember abaut the ad, which ran
nine years ago. It was a Valenune's
Day special. We met in February, got
engaged in March, and by June we
were martied

Stephen: For the longest rime, we
didn't tell anyone how we mer. If
someone asked, we said, “Oh, we
both went to Morse High School,”
which was true, but 1t was ac
different tmes.

Elizabeth: When | placed the ad. |
was living on my own with my nine
month-old son. | wasn't looking for
romance, but | was lonely. Stephen
left me & message and | liked has
voice. But when | called him back
bis ther answered th
, “He's in his room

phone and

Stephen: | had just ended a
relationship and wanted to get out of
our apartment in a hurry. So | moved
in with my parens

th: We talked for about three
or four hours that first night. The
following Saturday, we drove up to
Julian. 1 took my san with us and he

sceeamed his head off! Stephen ‘

Judn't say a word. [ thoughr, *1 like

thes guy
Stephen: Elizabeth had a pleasant

nature about her. She was really
caring, and it touched me

Elizabeth: One month later,
Stephen proposed during a dinner
cruise on San Diego Bay, He went
down on his knees in front of all
these people. It was like something
out of & movie

Stephen: We planned a church
wedding, but then we decided to
clope right away. Looking back, |
think it would have been better if we
had known cach ocher longer

Do you have a Reader Matches

1f selected, we'll treat you both to a restaurant gift certificate o celebrate! Call today ai 619-235-8200, ext. 268

Elizabeth: That first year was tough
1 got pregnant nght away, and then
Stephen got laid off from his job at
an insurance company. We were
actually living in a tent for a while.

Stephen: After we hit rock bottom,
we started to build a relationship. |
went back 1o schaol, got some
computer skills, and now I'm a
supétvisor at Awto Trader.

Elizabeth: Our ninth wedding
anniversary was June 17, and now we
have two sons, ages 8 and 10. T'm the
coach of a soccer team and Stephen

the assistant coach. But he's a
scout master and I'm the assistant
scout master

Story” to share?

Stephen: Our biggest arguments are
at the videastore. She likes bl
and-white movies and | like Sci-Fi

Elizabeth: We were at my boss's
house last Easter when someone
asked how we met. We told them the
.mm Evenybody suted saying.“Oh,

ou shoul p the Reader and do
S of those ‘tuc stories - | said,
“Really? You think other people
would be interested”

NTTIV IAVG A8 HIVIDOLOHA

Calendar

ART
LISTINGS

Obje i "G Collectars XV~
lection »
hibition *Artes de Mexico." The show  tion of works that may be chosen for

includes works by several renowned
20th-Century folk artists including
Daxacan potter Teadora Blance and
Ialisco's Rosendo Rodriguer, along.
with architeciural picces by Cande-

the group's 2000 scquisition. The
ontemporary Collectars have pur.
chased nearly 40 works for the mu
scun since 1985 — which piece will
make the cut this year? Check the pos.
bl April 30.

Al of Mex. 70
JON Yo s 18 vour ico are represented, with iclections  Street. 858-454-3541, 1A JOULA)
i Culr(hanlsns uid B3 ranging froen objects of daily wae to
received by $ p.m. Friday the week e
prior o publicarion for inaugural exhibit 1 the museum is
" phone. “Expanded V ehligh
(m}hknwwp'udwqu‘:‘. An chibiion of bjecs of daly T Vsor bl fom
she date time, cos, the brdosarl gelemientizan) ing how the collection continues to
e b b s 47 et and breadih, The
the Arkene Cox Collection of indigo- i
phome mumber, and @ phoe number it
imichuding v <o) foe pblic """"N:_""“"""“ Tt chron sweep thiough pho-
information to READER tlons: Nekw Menoko (Beckoming Caf). o0 ooy and insight into the
San Diego CA 92186 Or fax & | Artists featured in
1o S15.801-301 You ey sho i':.";"’ﬁi.';’f 4 ey ""“""“:‘ the show. |n1|u-:‘t Algn::ﬂ Rod
Shiko Munakat, Kanfo Kk and o Pne ML Aol
clicking on the events saction. o Monday, May 2.

‘The Mingei is located on the
square with the San Diego Museum
of Art and the Timken Museum of

GALLERIES Art. For additional information, call
3 " - Museum of A,
‘rz(ww-r_?-:;z“‘:mn:‘: Dewntews. siretching from San
March 31, 2t L Jolla Fiber Arts, See /780 0 the west (0 i

Saturday, April 22
Regular hours are 10 am. o 5 p.m
Monday through Saturday. Find the
pallery at 7644 Girard Avenue;
B58-454-6732. (LA JOLLA)

ART MUSEUMS

the east, Broadway is the city's his-
toric, economic, and geographic

sy thoroughfare con.
nects the muscum with  group of
visual artists who make the;

feuturing work n  varietyof
by ding Einar and Jamex

Center fox the Arts Mu-
sewm, the first midcareer survey of
by intern

on artist and photographer
Shimon Altic featuses five of the
artist's most important public art
projects. These projects were realized

in the cities of Berlin, Copenhagen.
Amsterdam, and New York, as well
a5 related photographic serescreated
in San Francisco in 1998. The pro
jects are represented through large-
scale color photographs light boxes.

ionship between place,
memaory, and identity. View *Sites
Unseen: Shimon Attie — Pho
tographs and Public Projects, 1992
1998" through Sunday, May 7.

Find the center at 340 North Es
condido Boulevard (at Valley Park
way); 760.738-4120. (ESCONDIO0)

Minge! International
Folk Art, the rthtmnlhlp of |.rrll

de la Torre, Roman de Salvo, Brian
Dick, Randall Evans, Perry L
Vasquez and A Pollo 13, Shepard
Fairey, and Melissa Smedley.

The museum's collecting activiry
is documented in Selections from the
Permanent Collection: The |980s.™
The "B0s were marked by a reemer
gence of the narrati ¢ impulse
temporary art. The exhibit illustrates

ant

Find the expanded muscum back
o the oo de Rl bkl =
1649 El Prado. For in
619-218-7559, BALBOA PAF)
Ocemmelde Museum of Art, “Three-
PhusThres” features three painters and

@ April 5 ¢

Wanderful Ice Cream Sui,

USA. 1998, 109 minutes

City Heights-Weingart
ce A

t Avenue

San Diega, CA 92105|

& April 124

Coureny Art Maian Producions (fricasfim com)

San Diego, CA 92101
* April 194
Imperfect Journey,
Ethiopia/USA, 1994,
88 minutes_

Malcolm X Library
& Pirtarmioy Aris Center
rket Street,

s.- Dlen.CA 92118

Building Communities
through Cinema

A multicultural film and video festival.

Screenings are free and begin at 6pm.
www.clsan-diego. u. uwublio-mrm

—Tme wRmmE W <r20|

o have reputations for introducing
audsences to provocative art. Painters
Philp

Renner to present a diversity of styles in

View Way, 760 721-2787. (OCEANSIOE)
San Diege Museum of Art. 1 retro

spective of one of the most impor
tant painters of the 19th Century,

spanned the Civl War
through the turn of the 20th Cen-
ry. continues through Sunday
May 21, “Eastman Johnson: Paint.
ing America” includes 68 paintings
and 32 drawings. divided into the-
matic sections.

of this period with works by artists
such as John Baldessari, Lorna Simp-
son, and Carric Mae Weems. Enjoy
the show through Saturday, May 13
Fond the i 4 1001 Ko
tner Boulevard (at Broadway),
rectly across from the Santa Fe et
e0ad Depot. adjacent to the America
Plaza_trolley transfer station
£19-234- 1001 (COWNTOWN)

Museum of Artla
Jella, the artists featured in “Small
World: Dioramas in Contemporary
An” make bleas seulprure, pho

their dio-

chosen
for display in “Artists Guild Pre.
sents,” opening on Saturday, April |
Lazy Afuernoon by Donna Baird, Alle-
sgory Paints the Artist as inspiration
Sleeps by [eff Crusberg, Stephanie
s Revuiring Envy, and Don't
Look at Me Iy Dorothy Stanley were
selected by juror Caron Smith, the
museum’s <urator of Asian art. A
painting by the late San Diego artist
Ethel Greene was added to the exhi-
bition in her honor. Enjoy these se.
lections through Sunday, June 25
The museum’s permanent col
lection includes Italian Rensissance
hold

histaric designs
sdicnmiic f deimo rated by the

Adornment from Prehistary to the

Present.” an exhibit concluding on
Sunday, April 2. The objects, created
in a variety of media, include South-
western turquoise jewelry, Plains
beadwork, Subarctic quill-and-
moosehair work, and California lk-
ham jewelry.

Famas as vehicles for artistic expres-
sion. These scale or full-size
recreations of environments consider
actual and situations in their
simulations of geographic. architec
ral, and social structures. The dio.
rama is an 18th-Century innovation,
a pre-cinematic form of entertain-
ment and education intended 1o pro-

vide views of ignificant places and
events. Get “Smull” through Sunday,
April 30.

ings, Amencan art, 19th-Century Eu-

paintings and sculprure, and
the Weisman Gallery of Contempo-
rary California Art. 619-232.7931
(BALBOA PARK)

Timkes Muscum of At the mu
seum’s permanent collection in-
cludes European masters, 19th-Cen-
tury American paintings, and
Russian icons. For information, dial
619-239-5548, (BALBOA PARN)

MASTER
HYPNOTIST
R.C.JOHNSON

Now available for: Shows, business parties,
social events, weight loss, sales
motivation, smoking cessation,
phobias, fears, sports enhancement,
stress, confidence, and more.
also available. 619/388-6108

Tapes

Ggrem(mdiﬁyouom
make and take home!

Saturdays
10.8m-9:30 pm » ﬂslu
Caill

;nﬁ Fﬂnnz

unmmvmgeermoqu
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Carried Awa
Even by Schlock

It is hard to think of another important composer
who can rise so high and sink so low.

e La Jolla Chamber Music Society
I brought the San Francisco Symphony to
San Diego as part of their “Celebritf
Series.” It was a signal event. This eminent
orchestra has taken on a new luster since
Michael Tilson-Thomas became
its music director five years ago,
and the concert here offered
irrefutable evidence of the
ensemble's brilliance and
discipline. Tilson-Thomas himself is a
conductor of great talent with an expanding
reputation, and at the Civic Theatre he proved
himself a master of communication (with both
orchestra and audience), a technician of the
first order, and a musician of wide-ranging
ce. Furthermore, the program — at
If of it — was exceptionally interesting
The not-terribly-interesting half consisted of
the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto, with Chee:
Yun as soloist. The problem with this incessantly
ved work is that it has become overly familiar
like an ingratiating neighborhood one passes
through so often that one no longer really
natices it, Throughout the recent performance, |
kepl trying to experience Mendelssohn’s
wonderful score as its first audiences would have
heard it, with all its freshness of invention, its
elegant writing for both orchestra and solaist, its
que and delightful persomality. But the
pertormance, while consistently assured, shapely,
stylish, and well-balanced, never quite succeeded
in grabbing my attention. It was just the same
old Mendelssohn Vielin Concerto, thoroughly
professional, thoroughly nice, but not much
more.
This certainly cannot be attributed to some
overt failing in the performers, who did their
jobs assiducusly and well. Chee-Yun played

beautifully, with lovely tone, excellent
technique, and appropriate emotional
expressiveness. Tilson-Thomas conducted

gracefully, with great care for detail and s
pleasing sense of movement, shape, and feeling.
Anyane hearing this work for the first time in

REVIEW

such a well-managed performance would surely
have been garried away by the music's charm.
For thase of us who — alas! — are jaded by

playing, the exquisite balances of color and
texture achieved under Tilson-Thomas's
magisterial control, and the stunning
virtuosity of all the sections of the orchestra
and of the many members whose solo
contributions were so dazzling? (The
timpanist deservedly received a more
enthusiastic ovation than I have ever
heard accorded to an individual
orchestra member.)

As to the Symphony No. 11, even
in the best of performances it
necessarily brings o the fore the
weird cleavage in Shoxhhrﬂchi
musical —

excessive exposure to the
Concerto, something more is needed: an extra
edge of cxpressiveness, a
discovery of greater depth and
passion in what may etherwise
seem fairly light and superficial
music, an individuality of
interpretation that can make the familiar
sounds come newly alive,

If you want 10 know what I'm talking about,
listen to the recordings by Nadja Salerno
Sonnenberg, or Anne-Saphie Mutter (with von
arajan), or Gil Shaham {with Sinopol), or —
to go back to an e
magical collaboration of oseph Szig
Thomas Beecham. Thase are performances that
wake you up, no matter how many times you've
heard the Mendelssohn Concerto. In contrasi,
the performance at the Civic Theatre pleased
the senses and lulled the mind.

No analogous comments could apply to the
ather work on the San Francisco Symphony
program. First of all, few members of the
audience had had the chance 10 become overly
familiar with Shostakovich's Eleventh
Symphony; for most of them, na doubt, this
was a first-time hearing. Moreover, Tilson
Thomas approached the work with a powerful
sense of drama and even of personal
identification, rather than from the respectful
distance he seems o reserve for the “classics.”
Finally, the orchestra played this vast and
demanding work as though challenged (o their
utmost, o that there was an atmosphere of
electric tension surrounding cach of the
triumphantly surmounted  difficultics
Whatever one may ultimately think of the
Shastakavich work itself (and, on reflection, the
controversial score is bound to create mixed
reactions), the performance was such as to
overwhelm all reservations. Who could fail to
respond to the extraordinary precision of the

THE ART OF CONSCIOUS LOVING

Discover the
e Y ey

San Diego Seminar: April 7-9

The Art of C.
Semin.
w transform intimacy into a 21t century

Loving

caches skills that will enable you

art form. A way to more intimacy. passion

and emotional connection than you can

now ima,

It’s time to study infimacy as

L an art form. Indmate loving is a vieal skill

to be mastered by every conscious
individual. Energy is a vial sacrament
that, rightly used. brings great harmony
and joy into oncs relationship, so that love
continues to grow over the course of a
lifetime, decply bonding the partners in
joyous spiritual union.

Just some of what you'll learn:

= “The language of lovc

restore s

Source Seminars *+ 619.525.7779
The Muirs’ new instructional video on the Art of
nscious Loving is guaranteed to improve the
quality of your love and intimacy or your money

for examaple in the chamber e
the concertos, the late symphonics, the
Opus 87 Preludes and Fugues for
piano, and the opera Lady Macbeth of
Misensk — Shostakovich is one of the
greatest of 20th-century compasers.
Sometimes — for example, in his movie
scores, and in numerous mavements of his
carlier symphonies — he is the creator of
unbearable trash. It is hard to think of another
important compaser who can rise so high and
sink so low (Liszt comes to mind).

The contradictions are especially evident in
those symphonies of Shostakavich inspired by
modern Russian history, where the genius and
the (reluctant?) propagandist are most tightly
yoked tagether. Even ardent admirers of the
First, Sixth, Ninth, Tenth, Thirteenth,
Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Symphonies are

d when by
programmatically depicting xh- October
Revolution (No. 2), the First of May (No. 3),
the siege of Leningrad (No. 7), and — by far the
worst — the year 1917 (No. 12).

. 11 is the most successful of all these, with
a large amount of authentically great music in it
tabove all in the fabulous opening movement
and the Adagio). Yet,
notably in the embarrassingly crude sound
effects portraying the Palace Square Massacre of

5 48 WOL VST

Michael Tilsors- Thomas

The San Francisco Symphony
Michael Tilson-Themas, conductor; Chee-Yun,
vialinist
dvic Theatre (La Jolia Chamber Music Society)
Mendelssohn, Violin Concerto in £ Minor.
Opus 64; Shostakovich, Symphony No. 11, Opus 103

fact one of the truly great composers.

1905, and the “boldly-comrades-keep-in-stepl”
patriotic revolutionary hullabalow of the
appalling Finale, we are up to our necks in
schlock, Yes, it is exciting shlock — especially
when played the way Tilson-Thomas and the SF
Sympheny played it — but anyone with a
musical conscience has to feel ashamed at being
stirred by such stuff. And then, Shostakovich
makes us ashamed of our shame, by bringing in
that unutterably poignant English-horn solo at
the very end and so reminding us that he is in

What is one to do? You simply have 1o
accept the personal and historical realities of
this particular truly great composer, the
pressures of Soviet agitprop conformism. the
necessity for artists under that regime to hide
their true political atiitudes or to express them
through hidden allegories (the Eleventh
Symphony may actually be about the anti-
Saviet Hungarian uprising of 1956). You have
to take into account the tragic circumstances of
Russian history in Shostakovich's lifetime, and

back. You can see at our preview evenings.

Q’D ANCE WITH M E
= Spring Specials
Give the Gift of Romance and Dance! —

2 Private Lessons and
£ Group Class for

Reguialy 12
Offer expires nisio

+ Salsa « Swing + Hip-Hop + Ballroom » Tango » Latin

* Small groups * Singles and couples welcome
* Two huge dance floors * 18 professional instructors C7)

DANCE WITH ME ACADEMY
1020 8th Avenue 619-231.2387

Downtown between Symphony Hall and Library
Open 7 days: M.F 10 am-9 pm,

SatSun by appointment @

the tragic nature of his own
existence as a man and an
artist in such surroundings.
You have 10 be grateful for
the wonderful Gf
intermittent) achievements of
the Eleventh Symphony —
and you have to be grateful to
musicians who can bring out
those achievements so
persuasively. m

CLASSICAL
LISTINGS

April 1, at the California Center for
the Arts, Escondido. All material
within Schoenfield's “Four Masic
Videos™ is said to be “an unfolding
four-note motive initiated by the
cello.” The program s rounded out

with Leonard Bernstein's “Trio for
Violin, Violineello, and Piano
(1937)," a ks P
ano Tria in F Minor.”

Tickets range from 320 10 3.
Find the center at 340 North Escon
Boulevard (at Valley Parkway).
Call 800-948-4253 for reservations.
(ESCONDIDO)

“Romancere: Music of Spain and
Latin America® s the the

L (ofthe L Cho-
received by 5 pm. Sy
——— “April 1 and 2. The

including the date, rime, cost, the
precise address where it i to be held
(including neighborhood), a contact
phone number (including area code),
and a phone number for public
information 1o READER
CLASSICAL MUSIC, Box 85803,
San Diego CA 92186. Or fax ro
615-881-2401. You may also submit
information anline ai
SanDiegoReader.com by
chcking on the everis section.

Music of Mozart, Beethoven, and
Mendelssahn is on the program
when the Grossmont Symphony
String Quartet performs at 8 p.m. on
Friday, March 31, in the Grossmont
College Fine Ants Recital Hall. Tick

Drive; call 619.644.7254 for infor
mation. (€L cAoN)

“Angels and Devils,” the Bottom

Line is “a concep rather than a fixed
group and presents baroque music
from the perspective of the lower
sonorities of the bass and continuo
instruments.” Noted viola de gam
bists Paola Pandolfo and Guido
Balestracci and theorbo and baroque
guitarist Scott Pauley join harpsi
chordist Mitzi Meyerson 10 present
“Angels and Devils” for the San
Diego Early Music Society on Friday
March 31, The program features
Maraix's “Tombeau de M. de Meli
ton” and the “Couplets de Folies”;
Forqueray will be represented by
suites for both the viol and keyboard.

he music begins at 8 p.m. at
St James by-ihe-Sea (743 Prospect
Strect). Tickets are $18 general. Dial
519-291-8246 for rescrvations U LAY

Spotlight Serles, this Mainly
Mozart-hosted series continues with
concerts through April 1 by violinist
Jorja Fleezanis, who has bees
certmaster of the Minnesota Orcl
trasince 1989 and is a member of the
faculty of the University of Min-
nesota. The program includes
Beethoven's “Sonata in F Major
(Spring),” the “Sonata in A Major”
by Mozart, and Beethoven's *Sonata
in G Major
The concert may be heard at

8 p.m. on Friday, March 31, at the
Neurasciences Institute (10640 John

Beach Hotel (Carretera Libre Tijuana.

chamber concerts include Casteln
wovo-Tedesco's “Romancero Gitano
(Gypsy Ballads),” based on the po-
‘etryof Federico Garcia Lorca; *Oda
las Cosas® from Ratcliif's “Ode 1o
Common Things™; the poetry of
Chilean Pablo Neruda; and “Folk-
forico e Populaires,” with songs from
Venezuela and other Latin American
countries. The concert will be sung
entirely in Spanish, with soloists Re-
becea Ramirez and Max Chodos.
Guest artist for the concert is clasi-
cal guitarist Randy Pi

The concerts begin at 7 p.m. on
Saturday and at ) p.m. on Sunday at
Saint Paul's Cathedral (2728 Sixth
Avenue, at Fifth and Nutmeg). Tick
etsare $15 generals cal B58-534-4637
10 make the suggested reservations
(MCTOWN)
The Ultimate Ladies’ Man
havo on the female populat
Seville as he pursues the unsuspect-
ing sefritas of 16th-Century Spain

s Don Giovan i, the next

o the San Digo Opers
singing by 1
B e Rl

ks

nof

pompous Don Giovansi, Australian
soptano Deborah Riedel as the jilted
Donna Anna, and German bass
Reinhard Dorn as the manservant
Leporelln, amang many athers. The
opera is performed in Ttalian with
English translations projected abave
the stage.

Enjoy the production — directed
by Michael Hampe and conducted
by Leopold Hager — a1 7 p.m. on
Saturday and T sesday, April 1 and
4:8p.m. on Fraday, April %12 p.m
on Sunday, April % and a1 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 12
from $31 (0 $118. See the ope
San Diego Civic Theatre, 202 C
Street, For reservations, dial 619-22
7636, (DOWNTOWN)

“Galng for Baroque” is the theme
for classical choral concerts planned
on April 1 and 2 in Howard B
Theater at Palom:
Palomar Chorale
Singers will perform cantatas,
motets, and anthems by composers
including 1.5, Bach, Giacomo Anto-
nio Perti, Handel, and Schutz.

Performances begin at 8 p.m. on
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on Sunday.
Find the campus at 1140 West Mis-
sion Road. Tickets are $10 general
For more information, call 760-744-
1150 X2453. (SAN MARCOS)

7p-m. on Saturday, April 1; admission
8325, and informa-

my—mhlpnmp.ln!duﬂuup

tion on any of these concerts, dial
19-239-0100. LA JOULA, PUERTD MUEVD)
Faculty Reclial, violinist Michael
Gaisler and pianist Luba Tevibel plan
a concert at 7 pm. on Friday,
March 31, in Smith Recital Hall st
San Diego Staic University. Admis-
sion is free. Call 619-594-6031 or
619-594-6020 for further informa-
tian. (SU)
A Work Inspired by the Pilm The
Buena Vista Sacial Club commis
sioned from composer Paul Schaen

mother, bl e P Whiein
the area, Pokorny plans a recital at
2. on Sevarcey, Apel 1 n the
Palomar Lab (D

1140 West Mission Road; 760-744.
1150 x2317. Free. (SAN MARCOS)

the British Empire? The answer is
Dame Gillian Weir, who plans s con-
cert of selections by 1.5, Bach, Scar-
latti, Mozart, the *Carmelite Suite”

Trio performs at § p.m. on Saturdsy,

by Jean Francas .

diemme fron ™ resbocaldi®
a8 § p.m. on Sunday, April 2, at the
All Souls’ Episcopal Church. Admis-
sion s by donation. Find the church
at 1475 Catalina Boulevard (a1
tsworth). Dial 619.223.6394 for
P (POINT LOWAY

Harmonies for Harp and Organ
weill il the air when arganist Jan Fe-
her nd ey faAan ordperorm
p.m. on Sunday, April 2, at the
FIHT Umlrd Methodist Church of
Escondido (341 South Kalmia, at
4th). Listen for selections by Gran
jany, C.P.E. Bach, and Daniel Bur
ton. Feher will demonstrate the re-
cently installed additionsl *voices™
of the church organ. In addition,
three of Ford's advanced students
by Glinks, Gluck,
Beethoven, Dussck, Granjany, and

Play Me A Story!

Matthe:

Zin! Zin! Zin! a Viol

Dan Erwine = |1 Stevers

and entertaining way. Matinees also

lzedo.
760-748-5100. (ESCONDIOO)
From the Baroque to Romanticiem,
take in a concert of the Allegro Plano
Stuco of Vera Lukomsky with festured
soprana soloist Geraldine Galyean at
2p.m. on Sunday, Aprl 2, in Erickson
Hall at UCSD. For information, call
858.259. B9, Free. LA OLLA)

The Encinitas Series hosted by the
Lake San Marcos Chamber Music
Society continues with # concert a1
230 pam. on Sunday, April 2. Vio-
inists Roger Wilkie and Josefina Ver-
syl

Tickets are $20 general. Enjoy

the music at the San Dieguito United
Methodist Church (170 Calle Mag-
dalena); call 760-744- 7516 for reser
Vations. (ENCINTAS)
Selections by  Back, [oplin,
and Bocliman are on tap when civic
organist Roberi Plimpion performs
in the Spreckels Organ Pavilion on
Sunday, April 2, at 2 p.m. The San
Diego Childsen’s Choir will join
Plimpton during the concert. Free
619-702-8138, (BALBOA P

A Doctoral Rechtal of works by
ucs| Elizabeth Mc-

@,
Caorbett, and pianist Joanne Pearce
Mariin plan a program featuring
Hayda's Sriog Quirid 4 D Wi

ano Quintet in ¥ Minor” by Brahms.

We'll take your imagination to

April 2, 2pmi + Tickets $10 1o 520
Copley Symphony Hall

v Garbutt, conductor

« Catheryn Zara, narrators

Loy Maoss

The Story of Babar, the Little Elephant b
Tubby the Tuba by Pl T1ipp

Tm- delightfid concert shows kids of all ages how your favorite
stories can be enhanced through the beauty of music. Three of the
region's most popular radio personalities will join forces with the San

Diego Symphony 10 bring these classic children's tales to life in a now

ties inclieding face painting and a musical petting z00. ¥

young ones will love this truly magical experience!

LIGHT BULB SERIES

an De Brunhoff

ture pre-performance activi

Nutt isshated for Tuesday, April 4, at
B p.m., in the Recital Hall at UCSD's
Mandeville Center. Selections by
Cip Bach, Dosiosi, Roget

and UCSD alumnus Eric
[y\m will be presented. McNutt will

An elephant who would be King,.
An artist painting live to music.
the next level.

and your

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Notes * (s
April 8, 8pm » Tickets $10 to $45 + Copley Symphony Hall
Jung-Ho Pak, conductor « Jim Stallings, visual artist
Steven Kern, art curator

f the Mona Lisa was a melody, what wauld she sound
Ihh-? Composers throughout history have been inspired
by great works of art. On this program, you'll hear some
of the phenornenal music born out of this process. Pulses
will race as an artist paints live on stage to music, while
we reveal the amazing manner in which paintings have
influenced the great musical masterpieces of our time.
The evening's performance features selections from Hindemith's Mathis der Maler Symphony and
Mussorgsky’s famous Pictures at an Exhibition, along with other “colorful” works

San Diego Symphony is funded in part by the City of San Diegs Commission for Arts & Culture and the County of San Diego.

be accompanied by pianist Shannon
Wettstein. Free. Call B58-534-5404
for more information. (LA LA

“Musl of Our Time" stars when
Westwind Brass presents “new, in
teresting, and accessible works for the
modern brass quintet” at 7:30 p.m
on Tuesday, April 4, at the San Diego
Museum of Art. New works will be
performed by David Ward-Stein-
man, John Lorge, and Ron Minor
Tickets are $20 for nonmembers
Call 619-696- 1966 for rescrvations.
1BALBOA PARK)

Lunch With & Beat, the Percussion
Ensemble at San Diega State Univer.
sity plans a concert in SDSU's Smith
Recital Hall st noon on Wednesday,
April 4. 15-594-6060, Free. (S08U|

18 000 0¢ Wit apeay ol urs
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THEATER

A Sink Only Lysol

Could Love

“Everybody’s always killing each other and a lot
of the girls do have swimsuits.”

tionship so codependent it may be inviolable.
Magneeds her daughter,not just 1o ocd hr,but
i

That's the best kind of
program.” Beauty Queen
becomes a brutal version
of the TV show: call it
Mother and Daughter, mi-
nus the bathing suits.
The South Coast Rep's
production Jooks appro-
priately tarnished and
moves right along, yet,
under Andrew J. Robin-
son's direction, it's more
a cartoony wrestling
h thana clash of wills

e Beauty Queen of Leenane — the title of
I Martin McDonagh' smn—mmunmy Iandul
drama has such an Irish

rocks lilt. Then you see Michael Devine's set for
the South Coast Rep. A chevron of angry clouds
hovers over the living room of a

small cottage. The interior is as
rustic as the west Ireland coun
tryside. Grim furnishings — not
counting the cable-free TV — look
hand-me-down, from the Middle Ages. Except for
white, stone and plaster, smoke-streaked walls, v
erything else comes in shades of brown, alive and
growing, including a sink only Lysol could love

The play erases expectations as well. It doesn't
take long to see that Mag Folan, a gray-haired hag,
and her 40-year-old spinster daughter, Maureen,
may be the definitive codependent couple. Every
move they make, every word they say — Mag
barking orders like a drill instructor; Maureen
complying, but with lip-biting, passive-aggres
sive resistance — has an ingrained qualiry, as if
they've been doing the same scene, from the same
play, for decades.

Drama in the late '80s and '90s took a hard look
at codependent relationships. Sam Shepard's Fool
for Love and A Lie of the Mind portray people
trapped in interlacking neuroses — a kind of mu
tual enslavement — where each can't function
without the other. Each is half of a single defini
tion and needs the other to play out primal rage,
in the name of love.

One of the most interesting examples is Louis
Nellis and David Scinto's Gangster O

REVIEW

to confirm her d asa tar
gt for abuse, Maureen, whnsonlv “kissed two
men the past 40 years,” fills her mother's cup

with tea and pent-up frustrations.
Enter Pato. He's decent, honest,
and handsome. He councils Mau
reen ta put her past, and her
mother, behind her, come with
him to Boston. and build a new life.

He doesn't ride a white horse, but Pato is
Prince Charming, and Beauty Queen verges on
pure formula. Pata could be Maureen's savior. A
lesser writer would bind Pato and Maureen, ship
crabby Mag 1o a home, and send the audience
out the door with shallow feel-good vibes. Mc
Donagh, one of the hottest playwrights on the
planet, doesn't cap to formulas, and Maureen
gets no salvatian from without

Some of the most interesting psychological
literature of the past few decades concerns why
people don't heal. It isn't just fear of change; it
has to do with the amount of attention a chronic
ailment guarantees. Heal yourself and you lose not
only a red badge of anguish, but also a kind of priv.
ileged status. In this sense, Mag and Maureen are

at. They've built a th
m cultivate their neuroses.

Magand Maureen despise but really need each
other. Their ancient rage is as deep as any love
{throughout McDonagh suggests that neither
may be the ultimate saurce of their negativity:
that Mag' Thus, thouy

last year at the Fritz. In order to exist, a gang
ster needed arch-enemies. When one returned
from years in prison and refused to take re
venge, he broke the cycle of violence, and the
gangster flipped out. He was nothing without
that hatred. In the final scene, which Ron
Choularton played brilliantly, the gangster rails
at the audience, threatening 1o beat us all up
But it's impotent bluff, since he's lost the en
ergy that charges his anger.

The Beauty Queen of Leenane depicts a rela.

_ e
X
ALVIN
AMERI \\1'{;‘4] THENTER
Wed.-Thurs., April 5-6

Maureen would never admit it consciously, Pato
is more a threat than a means of escape. On the
surface, he promises freedom; deep down, he
could disrupt a near-perfect nexus of loathing.
Given its themes, and siven how Mn.[)cmip\

exbect Beauty Chueen o be funny a0 well. But it
is, in ways that warm and chill at once. Here's
young Ray, on why he likes the TV show Sons
and Daughters: “Everybody's always killing each
ather, and a lot of the girls do have swimsuits.

ILEY

'|'|||R 1 \f
KALRAM n"\‘
BRI

and psyches. The stakes
aren't high enough. The
life-and-death ending, in
which Maureen com-
pletesacycle only to find
that she hasn't, shouldn’t
come as a surprise. Every
mament should be life
and death

Mag's a “feeble-minded
old feck.” Anne Gee Byrd
nails that part of the char
acter. But, and this may
be directorial, Byrd never
gets beyond that one di-
mension. She's just a
cranky, uninvited guest
who wore out her wel
come 40 years ago
Heather Ehlers, and this
may be directorial as well,
is too much the victim If
the script didn't hint at

i
Heather Ehlers, Anne Gee Byrd in The Beauty Queen of Leenane

Maureen's shadow side —
with all-points-bulletin
intensity — you'd never
know Maureen's wound
just as tight as Mag,

I've seen Byrd and
Ehlers work wonders be-
fore (I'm a huge fan of

Playing through April

714-708.5555.

The Beauty Queen of Leenane, by Marin McDonagh
pertory Theatre, 655 Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa

nson
Rob King, Tim Murphy; scenic design, Michael Devine; costumes, Linda Carol
Davisson; lighting, Tom Ruzika; sound, Justus Matthews

i Tucsday through Saturday at 7:45 p.m. Sunday

7:00 p.m. Matinee Saturday and Sunday ai 1:45 p.m. For information call

Ehlers, in fact, and not
just because she’s named
her children Elvis and Miles). Both actors
do whatever's asked. But it looks as if the direc-
tor told them not to explore Mag and Maureen's
entwined psychology. He favors a gaod-versus
evil duality, with good becoming complicated. Yet
neither is good or bad, The relationship’s the
toxicant,

The SCR show can boast an outstanding
performance. Two of Ireland’s brightest play

V0N

Friday-Saturday, April 2
800 pm. » $22-§52

IHE CONCERT

wrights — McDonagh and Conor McPherson
(whose play The Weir shone recently at the Cas-
sius Carter) — set their dramas on Ireland’s
west coast. Actor Tim Murphy comes from
Kerry, in western Ireland. As Pato, Murphy's
not only 100 percent authentic, he's a mar-
velous, minimalist actor who can convey more
information with a subtle look than most actors
can with a scream. m

1LOS ANGELES
PHILHARMONI
Sunday, April 30

1-22

THEATER
LISTINGS

rer listings and commentary are
byf!ﬂ!mlh Information is
accurate according to material given

s, bu it is abways wise o phome the
theater for any last-mimuie changes
and to inquire about ticket
availability. Many theaters offer
discounts 1o students, senior citizens,
and the military. Ask at the box

Al My Soms
South Coust Repertory presents
Arthur Miller's drama sbout &
young man who must confront *a
terrible truth about his father.
Martin Benson directed.

MATINEE SATURDAY AT 2:30 P.M.

The American Deughter
Lyssa Dent Hughes just got nomi-
nated for surgeon general. When

she says she has nothing to hide, it
docin'tsound like hubri,jus
from & woman

whose achievements verge an ~hav-
ing it all”: Ph.DD., MD, popular
speaker on women's issues, wife,
mather. Lyssa, however, made one
small oversight; she didn’t respond
10 jury duty. Now her name's assa-
ciated with “Jurygate,” and Amer
15a perceives her, in her husband's
‘words, as “one prissy privileged
ungrateful-o- her-mother, conniv-
ing bitch.” Wendy Wasserstein's
comedy-drama is accessible, almost
to the point of being “ite.” And the
play s very funny. Although she
concentrates so much on 8 chipper
surface that several characters have
pain gaps (empty scctions where
their hurt 10 biast off

Baird's “Nannygate,” Lyssa's over-
sight puts what Wasserstein calls
“contemporary m...nfm trial
For the North Cosst

Theatre, director Rsina Reynokds *
crafts & deft meld of humor and se.
riousness (in some ways better

and themes). The acting was un
even, on opening night, but
showed signs it will grow in posi
tive directions, and the design
work — Marty Burnett’s set (inte-
rior of Georgetown home) and
Karin Filijian’s lighting — makes

you think the North Coast Rep has
fen times its actual budget.

Whathet s just the two of you

Invite a Reader

(While you're at it,
invite him for the whole day!)

the Reoder wants to enter the heart of your domestc order. Who
cooks? Who does the dishes? Who poys the bills? We want lo see
your home, from the priceless collecions o the leaky fauxels. We
want fo heor your comversations, from the rdiculous fa the sublime. I
short, we wont to corch the tone ond rhythm of yout life of home

Interested? (ol (819) 2353000, ext. 401, ond leave 0 message.

goucl of chidren ond ek,

DAY AT 7:00 P.M. MATINEE SUNDAY AT
200PM

Angels In America, Part [I:
erestrolka

P
Diversionary Theatre’s Angels in
America, pant one, came nowhere
near an acceptable mark_lts part
two isn't without flaws: director
Wayne Tibbens's best moments fa
vor entertainment over drama; and
most of the acting beams on and
off, like a show strobe (double cast

mounting's much improved and
bordelinejaie o Tony
Kushner's great epic. There'
cmough here o dhow rou el
Far nuance and bolder
baurmrdegh il o8
best illuminstor. In an interview,
he asked of people saddied with de.
bilitating, even tcrminal, linesses:
“Even when there is no joy leftin
Kife, wh i it we won't surrender?”
Like a site for intersecting planes of
reality (and sur- and hyper-reality),
Ao cmblcns wgils vl
tions, & reluctant prophet,
ATDS el dean s of Koy
Cohn, and a passel of “ordinary”
people, in an extraordinary time,
ing. often reluctanty, the crest
an immense transition.” Diver
anary's centerpiece: Rick Stevens
reprises his work as Ray Cohn,
cantankerous, bug-eyed with ha-
tred, at ease with evl;it's one of
the best losal performances in re
cent memory. As the play's other
pivotal character, however, Rob
Johnston needs to widen and
deepen Prior Walter, the anainted
me. who finds personal strengih
where he least expects it: in him
self
Worth a fry.
DIVERSIONARY THEATRE, THROUGH
APRIL 22: THURSOAY THROUGH SATUR
DAY AT 8.0 P.M. SUNDAY AT 7:00 P M.
HOTE: DIVERSIONARY OFFERS THREE
SUNDAY MATINEES DURING THE AUN;
‘CALL THE THEATER FOR INFORMATION
AT 6132206830 )

The Bacchee
‘The Mess Colcge Theater Com

pany presents Euripides’ drama of
deadly deracination. George Ye di

riday, Marc
8:00 p.m.* 520-531

Just try to sit stll when
BeauSoleil takes the stage. Cajun
music is infectious, especially
when played by the best.

B8:00 p.m. = $29-$47
“"The company i & Miracle,” Mew lter Magarne
Internationally acchimed for their theatricality
and flawless technique, Alvin Alley wil enthrall
and amaze you. Program features choreography
by the legendary Alvin Ailey. Don't miss this
dance sensation of the season.

Saturday, April B
8:00 pm. » $15-535

Monty Python meets Mozart in a state
of Manic glee. From musical wonders

to astounding feats of levity, its an

evening of skill, silliness, music, may-

hem, beauty. and buffoonery.

This show is pure entertainment,
and selling out across the country.
Savion Glover, star and Tony

[Escondido with his latest creation.

2:00 p.m. * $22-352

The Philharmonic is recognized
as one of the world’s leading
orchestras. Led by guest
conductor and violinist
Augustin, Dumay. Program
includes Mozart and Bach.

Order your tickets today. Call 1-800-98TICKETS (1-800-988-4153), or visit The Center’s ticket offce in person Moaday through Saturday Woon to 6:00 p.m. Tickets are also on sale at ai
Ticketmaster outlets, or by phone at ($19) 120-8497. Mo macter where you are, you're always close to The Center. Just off the 115, conveniently located with Free Parking.

ua-sn-mn- 1-|w11um
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All Concerts and Events Nationwide
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This time, Grandma s cooking up more than just dinner!

Marion Ross returns to the
Globe in the delicious comedy

Over The River And
Through The Woods

by Joe DiPietro

Begins March 25 in the Old Globe Theatre

BB 000T “0€ (e sapoay ol ues
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A Chorus Line
The Welk Resort Theatre offers one
of Broadway's biggest hits. Eigh-

MATINEE TUESDAY THROUGH THURS:
DAY, AND SUNDAY, AT 1:45 M

Comedy Codependents
The Improv comedy troupe per
forms the firt Friday of every
maonth at the Creativity Centre in
Normal Heights.

6182808177
ComedySportz

Improvisational comedy, making
up funmy stuff on the spot, i dify
cult enough, Years ago, however

R. Buckminster Fuller:

THE HISTORY
OF THE BNIVERSE

e Dircid by DW. Jacobn
e Pl

Adapted
From he e, ek wnd wrtogs of . B
Perfoemed by Ron C:

March 24 - April 23

+i Advisor

Keith Johnstone thought it d be
more exciting if done competi-
tively. He got the idea from pro
wrestling (*where Terrible Turks
Priests, while

director Gary Kramer says the two
compare like “rugby with Ameri-
can foorball”), resembles more an
athictic event than an improv.
Teams wear uniforms and com-
pete on Astroturf. The night |
caught the show, three San Diqn
comedians played a
et gt pleyers froe the
San Jose franchise. Using sugges
h

ing points to the best scenes. San
jose won 27 10 22 im, as jock pun-
dits say, a game closer than the
score would indicate. Klunkers and
groaners got boo'd; quick wit, re
warded (one of the most refreshing
aspects of the contest: failure is ac
knowledged, abundanily, then for-
en). It made foe a lively, ofien
quite funny evening. And Gary
Kramer, who refereed the match,
wearing black-and-white striped
shirt and blowing a whistle,
talented comedian

Worth a ry.

MARGUIS THEATER, 3717 INDIA
SIREET, MISSION HILLS, 0PENLNOED
RUN; FRIDAY AT B.00 P M. SATURDAY
AT 730 P M. AND 5.45 P M. FOR INFOR

ane

sopher and

world he called *S|

MATION CALL 8582054999 theirs; and even Judith Sloan, “in (which crowned the most popular
dependently poor.” whose autobi-  songs of the '50s until Elvis drove
Death ography thi it off the ). Stuart Ross,
H.LT. Productions new interactive well: as she runs from her past, she whe conceived, directed, and
«camedy-mystery, written by Beth learns to accept it. Along the way, choreographed the original New
* she discovers how 10 “be conscious  York version, directed the Old
in & world that amplifies the trivial Town production with the aim of
and covers up the significant " 1t's ring cverything to cveryone.

FOR INFORMATION CALL 819:561.8673.

Denlal of the Piticst

Judith Sloan can do two things st

once: she can juggle orange balls

and tell funny jokes: she can com-
i

agedy, then mine it for bu
mae. Al in sbiok 73 ndrtn I,
her'solo show, nominated for ex
cellence at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival, Sloan alks shout things
mast people would rather not
hear — expanding holes in the
ozane, leaking plutonium — and
about things she didn't want to
hear — her grandmother's death,
in partcular. Sloan plays different
characters. Like Sherry
eations. they are precise and dis
tinet. Two twists of her hase (Sioan
was a former hairdresser who
chose beauty schoal over going to
Yale) and a twist of her face, and 2
new person emerges: Sophie, her
assertive alter ego; Rehba, 3 hair-
dresser who gives her clienis a bet
ter deal than psychotherapists give

i, ph motivational
Spoaker. A major ulopian thinkart

619-544 10°ﬂ

[T —

easy 10 see why judges at the Edin-
burgh Fringe felt strongly about

As Evening of Comedy
“The Mira Mesa Theatre Guild pre
sents & “family theater produc-
tion,” three one-act comedies: A
Family Affair, Hounded by Baskes
ball, and My Darling Clementine.
(EATRE GUILD, THROUGH
MAY 6, SATUROAY AT 2:00 7 M. (AL50
MARCH 31 AND AP 1 AT 700 B3 |.

Forever Plaid
The four harmonizers in search of
plaid sport coats are in their fourth
year a the Theatre in Od Town
Joseph Cam;

funny business. The set, which is
ither the Theatre in Old Town ar
& purgatory where the Plaids got
stuck, is awfully drab for such a
perky show, though Jane Reis-
man's savvy lighting knows when
10 tweak the brighteners. (Not
Current cast members are Mark
Perkins, Scott Dreier, David
‘Humphrey, and Kevin McMa-
ho

7:00 P, WEDNESDAY AT 300 P.M

I8l
Wesminater Presbyteian Ghorchs

iphel
to *follow your bliss.” Even if the
vight harmonsies of ‘501 “guy
groups” aren’t your particular
bliss {1 needed 2 quick fix of Otis
and Hendrix afier hearing them)
you've got to admit the Plaids fol
Jow theirs with verve. They dare to
be square. They croon in liew of
having a life but put Iife into the
Reeatest hats of Your Hit Parade

The "1 dinner theatre

R
aria’s WepbinG

Bea guest at lk;ln everyene is raving abeu!
rurday, 7:30 pm, at the Culy Theatre in the Garlamp.

(015

Every Sa

Vanguard Prod;
Alan Jay Lerner and ek
Loewe's popular musical, based on
a navel by Colette. Lesly Pearsan

directed,
WESTMINSTER THEATRE, CANON AT TAL
BOT STREET, POINT LOMA, THROUGH
APRIL 2; FRIOAY AND SATURDAY AT
800 .M. SUNDAY AT T:00 .M,

Joey & Maria's Comedy

SRR T S0

NO ONE THOUGHT IT WOULD LAST!

Joey & Mnms lm Anmmary l'nrtr
ERETAERter

cuLromrm v Friday cvenings scrving May 5, 7-30 p
per person

"n

A fee anniericry

800-944-JOET

of s middle-aged couple.
ONSTAGE PLAYHOUSE,
AP 15 THURSOAY THROUGH SATUR

DAY AT B:00 P.M. MATINEE SUNDAY AT
200PM

mony. |. Sherwood Moatgomery
directed.

CASA DEL PRACO THEATRE, BALBOA
PARK. THROUGH APRIL 2: FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY AT 800 P-M. MATINEE Sut-
AT AT 200 P

Murder s the Trail
“The Wild West was never this.
wild.” in & new dinner-theater
whaduny Tyler
nd Gt Hlmwnl Dinner in
cludes barbecue or catfish.

TYLER'S TASTE OF TEXAS, 7868 EL CA
JON BOULEVARO, LA MESA, OPEN:
ENDED AUN: FRIOAY AT 7:30 P.M. FOR
INFORMATION CALL 615618673,

110 in the Shade
Patio Playhouse Community The-
atre presents N. Richard Nash's
musical, based on his play The
Rainmaker. Jay Mower directed.
PATIO PLAYHOUSE COMMUNTY THE
ATRE. FRIOAY. MARCH 31, THROUGH
APRIL 9 FRADAY AN SATURDAY AT
800 PM. MATINEE SUNGAY AT
2000 m

Our Town
PATH (the Performing Arts The
ater of the Handicapped) prescnis

WEsSTWIND BRASS
Music oF Our TIME @
THE SAN DiIEGo MuseuM oF ART

Groep race (10 o more)
Reservations:
(619) 544-1600

sy

Over the River and
the Woads
‘The Old Globe Theatre presents
oy

get shead as grandpurents, who
only want the best for him, hold
him back. Craig Noel directed

MATINEE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT

Playland
Athol Fugard's tough, compassion.
ate drama — abou race, gahvaniz-

ing guilt, and “Number Six” (viols
ixth Commandment,
thou shalt ot kill") — takes place
in 4 broken-down South African
carnival- park, where people go (o
play and forget. Neither Martinus
Zocloe, the day and night watch-
man, not hyper Gideon le Roux
1. Each carries a world

ized weight. And though they
come from vastly different back-
grounds, and races, Gideon keeps
returning to Martinus, ke a moth
t01 flame, t© outpour hurt and
shame. And Martinus, convinced
“you can't go 10 hel twice,” opens
2 spillway of his own. The
clenched-teeth, spiritually harrow
ing play depicts the threshold of

could liten to each other more
carefully

Gideon as restless as a sand flea;
fohnson's Martinus remains sill,
then his voice booms like a gong.
And the play, even with intermit-
tent suditory problems, can spell-

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, FIFTH AVENUE
AND NUTIEG STREET, SAN DIEGO),

Private Eyes
The Old Globe Theatre stages
Steven Dietz’s “mind-bending
omedy of passion and betrayal *
Brendan Fox directed.
‘CASSI'S CARTER CENTRE STAGE, S
MON EDISON CENTRE FOR THE PER
roRMNG e

2007

presents the life, work, and writings
of an American geniu, sdapred
and directed by D.W. Jacobs.
LYCEUM SPACE, 70 MORTON PLAZA,

» which “can

MYSTERY CAFE. OPENENDED RUN, FRi-
DAY AND SATURDAY AT 8.00 P M. FOR
INFORMATION CALL 815544-1600,

The Skriker
S Dl S Unfrenii's de
pa ater siages Caryl
“chilling modern fairy
tale.” Peter Lartham directed.
EXPERIMENTAL TEATER, SAN NEGO
STATE UNIVERSITY, FIOAY. MARCH 31,
THROUGH APRIL 5; THURSOAY
THROUGH SATURDAY AT B.00 P M.
MATINEE SUNDAY AT 2:00 P M.

Sweeney Todd
‘The Fritx Theater

im's popular musical sbout
the ° Fleet

DAY AT 7:00.P M. MATINEE SUNDAY AT
200PM

Theats
A cross between improvisational
comedy and Family Feud. Improv.
making up & funny scene as you
tough enough. Add
scene-making, with

Eom he ndience and “Gorilla
— five *directors” in-
et S, el ol
four as actors. The winner got &
banana, the loser & “forfei

tempts went nowhere (1 repeat
imprav is tough; | did it in my, as
hindsight reveals, callow youth)
Others made amazing twists and
turns. The group is talented
enough (and know whe to black.
out best) to make the hits more
frequent than the misses. Their
gury, Keith Johnstone, has writ-
ten ane of the few brilliant books
Cimpra) I've ever resd about mak:
ing theater. And they put his
pearls to good use. Their motta:
“Remember, when it's not funny,
isan
Waorth a ry.
QUENTIN CRISP PLAYHOUSE. SECOND
AND FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF EACH
WONTH AT 8:00 7M. FOR INFORMATION
CALL 816485 55i0w

Triple Bspresss: A Highly
Catfeinated

Comedy
Due to popular demand, the Hor-
1on Grand Thestre hosts a reprise
of this comedy about three inept
performers. Hugh Butternutt's
done his lounge act a the Triple
Espresso Coffechouse 20 years to
ey W ot e of

S5 s Cormpankios vk 6l
brate Hugh's anniversary, got stuck
in the ‘70s. The trio used o he

Marwell, Butiernutt, and Bean,

reunion could help them face sear
ing issues from their mediocre
pasts. A formulaic story line? Yep
Straight from Forever Plaid, There's
alsorthe Forever Plaid problem: the
three comedians are far 100 tal

«ented to play inept characters.
One's a whiz at the piane. An
other's a first-rate mime, and the
third's s cs magician. The
trio's 10 talented, when the plot has
them complain of difficulties to
overcome, you wish they'd quit
trumping up the preudo-drama
nd get on with this entertaining. if
lightweight show (note: the origi-

placed: current performers are:
Dane Stauffer, Scott Gervine, and
Duane Daniels).

THEATER DIRECTORY

3622 510 Ave, San Diego
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jon. in the s the winning team. Purists might

Great il hadicaps e fine TUESDAY ANES SUNDAY AT 700 P AL balk at the odiousness of compar
actors, Russell ‘and Antonio e a isont, but pame
T.1. Johmsom, with a aulty sound 2000m show" i s boot. The 20-minute
system. Mikes squawk and distort uses various formats. The
{asif each peab into the bell of s Shotgun Wedding Ansiversary, "W"“"l'"'wd'ﬁ-m
tuba). or, Who - two pairs of players

no end because <.mmn, they

wmpﬂrd. taking swggestions

Hilarious Post-Modern Dance from New York

HE SECOND HAND

RPAIL & » THURSDAY + BPM U(SDMRNDGVIMHDDWMIUM
TWT: 1540 UGSD BOXOFFCE

Lyceum Snge, Lpceum Space

251 N, Main S, Fallbrook
(760) 7280098

s i S et i s
- i Pl
1619) 393 3090 (69) sss-om SAN DIBGO STATE UNTVERSITY
TRUNK THEATRE COMPANY mMARR (ot Powell Theatre and Expenmental
(801 741 3718 THEATER IN Thaster, Open-air.
el T
phiecs g canura
ki s 2 scmootorca
OTMOTRATALL,  umscoenscouss naurs
s
cotsomory s i
At e e
o MOONLIGHT AMPHITHEATRE
e oy
o I
i fEArs i
T L
o™ PR e
e e
e ACTORSTEMTN \TRE St Cecli's, 1620 Sexth Ave., Donsowen
(619) 2643091 h-v-!-mzm "
SYMPRONY MALL (asa 481 1088 \TRE
e a7 A b e
San Diega, CA #2101 FRODUCTIONS, INC. (714) 708-5555
inpum s Scus e
i
i v e
(819 435-4856. oL THRATRE X (619) 482-6367
CULY THEATER o ud ™R THRATRE
At SR e
i o Tt B g
S I b
4545 Park B, San Dvego. 1649 230-2235 STARLIGHT MUSICAL THEATRE
S et iy
g (Ceramsce s L WO
el Park Plazs ot the Vi (819) S44-7827
210 E Main 51, B Cajon. SRR A Chile Vi AT
19 w2111 it 120 evenh Ave (019 23 b
oo oL P s Comaa osen
e e st oy
Lo A St
e i TR i et
T e (e pEr
fom -
M- = it
44 7th Aveom 12 Seree, Son Marcon Ao T
San Diego, CA 92104 760) 5917848
e e e
. e
760) 65, - Eacondido, CA
fiiodd (760} 735 2e%i

La Jola Scenic .. Sen Dieg.

e oy
i TRUAX PRRPORMING aRTs CaNTER
o O o
ancus ey
Ty
— vemsrTy or cautromns
e UCSD Theter. S Theter,
v i
s - vy
Bwn
e rrvaRsrTy or san bt
Fourth. sl Visia Rowd. San Diego
(619) 2349583 (619) 2604901
Ljouara vasetaGa TLATES
e e o 050 pireewtin
e Son
e Walk D Eoodide
Parker Audiormm. (01 250076 o o
P Neebe e e el
= o D P T Bl Pt
LAMI'S PLATERS THRATRE (619)239-803% {019) 4235743
iyl
T g A Coie i Dt P hea Bl ok 2 i i i
o o o

S 000C ‘05 I sapeay o e



The Reader offers $25 for news
tips published in Blurt. Call us
ar 619-235-3000, ext. 456,
or e-mail your tip to
chickens@x netcom. com

uthe inside track

classic hits station will drop
music and swap to "FM talk”
once CBYInfinity takes
ownership of the station in
late June. “That was the
rumor, but we don’t put
much stock in that now,” said

‘winning programs that are
now carried by Clear Channel
stations (Rock 105 and 91X,

Published reports have
said that Stem and Love Line
will eventually end up on

Planet 103.7 after it switches

CBS-owned
KLSX, the Los Angeles FM talk
station at 97.1 FM (audible to
many North County
listeners). In spite of its s0-s0
overall ratings, KLSX is LA's
second most financially

86 San Diego Reader March 30, 2000

successful station, taking in
$3.4 million in advertising in
January. It was just
announced that an FM Dallas
station is dropping country
for ta

“We're the only [LA.| talk
station on the FM dial,” said
Bob Moore, KLSX general
manager. “We did a break out
and we found that the age of

the average listener at [AM
competitor] KABC was 62. KFI
was 55, Ours was 37.” Moore
said FM talk targets younger
listeners. “No politics, just
entertainment.”

Will Moore's team
oversee the Planet if it
switches to FM talk?

“We haven't taken over
the stations [KYXY is also part
of the deal] yet. But my
program director Jack Silver is
a format captain for Infinity.”
Silver was himself a San Diego
morning man on KGB and the
now-defunct station “The
Beach™ 102.9. Currently Silver
relies on syndicated talk
shows hasted by Stern, Tam
Leykis, and Jonathan
Brandmeir for KLSX.

‘What happens if the
Planet switches to talk and

Stern is still under contract

with Rock 105?
“It's harder to launch FM
talk without Howard, but you
could pul it off... 1f] was
going 10 San Diego and |
couldn't get Stern, I would try
10 get Dave Buster ane
Chainsaw..... [Dave, Shelly,

and Chainsaw are on
mornings on KGB.] There’s
some good local talent out
there. You can build a station
on local talent.”

One possibility might be
Rick Roberts. After two years
at KOGO, his contract was not
renewed, a casualty of the
Padres’ moving to KOGO. His
show tonight will be his last
on KOGO,

“That format [FM talk] is
a lot more
freewheeling.” said
Roberts. “We could
certainly do something
like that. We had a
great run in San
Diego.” Roberts said
his show was honored
as the best local talk
show by the San Diego
Press Club, the Society
of Professional
Journalists, and the
Achievement in Radio
Awards. He's known
for getting publicity:
“Ower the years we've
gotten at least three
‘hours of local and
national TV coverage.”

Meanwhile, the
Planet DJs are
currently all working
‘without contracts.

Ken Leighton

A blues €D dedicated
to bulimia isa first, claims
Laurie Daily sbout her album
Sweeter Than Chacolate.
“Paula Abdul talked about it.
but she never dedicated a CD
wit”

“Fifty percent of the
American public struggles
with issues of food and body
weight,” she explains. *It
takes a lot of perseverance
and patience to recaver, but it
is possible. 've been cating
three meals a day with
nothing in between for eight
years.”

Best Place
To Get Shaken
Not Stirred”

LIVE SWINGIN

A backup singer in the
funk cover band Roz and the
Wrecking Crew, Sweeter Than
Choeolate is Daily's first solo
release. She said that when
she moved to San Dicgo from
Detroit eight years aga she
broke away from bad habits
that included vomiting, using
laxatives, fasting, and weight-
loss drugs. “I got burnt out on
that lifestyle. When I got clean
I wanted to help other people.

A BULIMIC SINGS THE BLUES

I've been 30 pounds heavier
and 30 pounds lighter.”

One of her songs is
“Beauty Lies Within": Are you
willing to confess / What you
ingest / To keep the thighs that
g0 with the shape / And
keeping your head in the toilet
/ Trying not to spoil it.

Daily has used the media
1o promote her CD, with

ixed results.

“I1 was interviewed on
Channel 9-3-3 by [morning
DJ] Nastyman. He was cool.
He was trying to make it

| positive. 1 was also on the

Rosanne show [as a call-
in].... She was a little rude.
She was making a joke about
it. I was totally thrown off
guard. She has struggled
herself. I thought she would
be a little more accepting of
someone trying to make a
difference. The people from
Howard Stern called. You
knowhe's gonna make a

it's such a serious issue. I've
gotten hundreds of e-mails
from people who say, T'm
ashamed to tell anybody. I
feel out of control. | don't
know what 10 do." "

Daily says, “People arc
dying to be thin, and they are
killing themselves. They are
isolating themselves because
they don’t think they are good
enough and they are harming
their bodies. Women with
anorexia are 15% below
normal bady weight. Models
are 23% below.”

Daily said her CD is at
Lou’s and Music Trader, and
she can be contacted at
www.lauriedaily.com.

—Ken Leighton

“1 raad that by the
2004, advertising on
the Internet will be bigger
than all advertising on radio
stations, billboards, or yellow
pages combined.”
Conventional radio has
been good to Mark Paskin.
The fast-talking funnyman

Hawaii, and Wisconsin. He
was named Billboard
magazine D] of the year in
1972. But now he is
committing more than
$100,000 of his own money
on the launch of his own
radio station on the Internet.
Paskin is currently
looking for the office building

S‘ZH DCC{!O

RamjcH

that will house the studios for
ksexradio.com, a new radio
‘website he says will be on the
Web by June 1.

Paskin, a real estate
speculator based in Solana
Beach, took out an ad in a
national radio trade magazine
looking for talk show hosts
who can be “funny,

i outrageous, and risque” to

man what he says will be the
country's first 24-hour, sex-
talk station. He said so far he's
received about 25 tapes, “Ten
of them sound like Jeff and
Jer from other cities. Which is
fine for FM radio, but that's
not what we're looking for.

1 want people who are
conversationalists, can shoot
the breeze, and be funny. |
don’t want the average disc
jockey. You don't even have
1o have radio experience.”

When ksexradio.com gets
up and running, Paskin says
he hopes it will sound like
cross between Lave Line and
Howard Stern but with one
big difference.

“We don't care if they say
four-letter words. In fact we
encourage it. There are no
FCC restrictions on the
Internet. We want to have
humor and song parodies.
‘The common thread is it will
all be X-rated.” Imagine, he
says, a station with “f-words™
in the station [Ds, “It will be a
riot working out jingles with
bad words in them. People
will listen and think it's a
regular radio station, They'l
be taken aback when they
hear the jingles and the swear
words because they ve never
heard them on the radio
befare.”

Paskin knows going in
that website radio stations
have yet to make a profit.
“There are abaut 3000 radio
stations now on the Internet.
About three-quarters of them

Best
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HIT MUSIC ON SALE NOW!!!
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THE CROW

SALVATION

SOUNDTRACK
FEATURES “BEST THINGS® BY FILTER

$12.99 CD

The soundtrack to the third
installiment of the action-
suspense series features new
tracks and remixes from Filter,
Hole, Tricky, Crystal Method,
Kid Rock, Rob Zombie, Static X
Monster Magnet, and others.

LB
E SATRIAN

lﬂllullhl Soundtrack features Elvis Costello,
Features: Until We Say Goodbye Bob Oylan, The Kinks & more!

Sale ends Monday, April 24th. #200481

ON ALL VHS & DVD!

NOW THROUGH APRIL 3RD!"

WHEREHOUSEPT1MQ
NEW RELEASE CALENDAR
[_____APRILATH ]

Every Tuesday is “S-FOR-1 TUESDAY,” at

original packaging, in exchange for any new
CD in the store regularly priced $17.99 or less,
like the ones pictured in this
See stores. for complete details
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‘Calendar
[ MUSIC SCENE |

continued

are copies of existing stations.
They might specialize i
metal or reggae o
dance music. No one has ever
done a 24-hour sex-talk
station before.”
Paskin says sex talk could

show hosts to man the
ksexradio.com microphones
Getting callers will be more
difficult. “Anything that's new
like this, it's hard to get
callers. We'll advertise in
newspapers, magazines,
college papers, billboards.
One thing I'm good at is hype.
We'll get on

like FM was in
1969 when it
was just starting 1o happen.
FM radio now is extremely
boring. This is exciting.
Internet radio will do to FM
what FM did to AM 30 years
ago. Regular radio won't
disappear entirely, it will just
beless and less popular. Like
the big three TV networks.”
Ken Leighton

“I need, lik: 3
T dan't
wanna smell like booze when

1 kiss my date. Here's a buck,
man®

n

“Thanks, enjoy the show,”
answers Robert, his soft voice
barely audible aver the sound
of flushing urinals. Robert
hands his customer a paper
towel and then wipes the sink
counter for the third time in
about a minute.

4th and B hired Robert as
a bathroom attendant just
over six manths ago. On this
night his customers are there
10 see Blue Oyster Cult, and
it’s clear that most of this old-
time rock-and-roll crowd is
surprised to find someone
working in the bathroom.
“This is my other job, what |
do nights. In the daytime, [
work at a fast-food place. This
job is a little better in a way. |
actually. make a lot in tips
here. Sometimes anyway.”

“I have no idea what the
going rate is for a paper towel
so 1 didn't tip him,” says one
long-haired patron whose
right hand never lets ga of his
cup of beer from the time he
enters until the time he leaves
the restroom. “I've never

z
S
E
g

RAP WARS AT THE LOFT

come across that at a concert.
1just kind of ignored him and
he ignored me."

Does Robert's presence
bother him?

“Any time a guy's
standing near me when |
unzip my pants, I'm
bothered.”

An older man wearing 3
beret who resembles
comedian Rodncy
Dangerfield not only gives

Robert a dollar, but he digs
decp in his pocket for a
handful of change, taking,
only a shot of after shave in
return. His answer (0 my
question is, “Why not? I've
never come out of a public
bathroom smelling better
than when [ went in.”

Robert says jazz events
attract stingy patrons who
nonetheless avail themselves
of his services and amenities.
“Rock shows aren't had, the
people are real upbeat. The
same guys come back a lot
The best crowd we've had in a
long time was for Brian
McKnight. No drunks, a lot of
good tips, real stcady flow. It
can be a real good place to
work on nights like that.” He
mentions something about
looking for & third job, but it's
hard to hear him over the
sounds of peeing, flushing,
hand washing, and “Joan
Crawford Has Risen from the
Grave.”

—lay Allen Sanford

“We're all
right naw. We're highly
competitive because
everybody's basically
unknown. Everybody is trying
10 get recognition.”

Tohaz, 20, is a part-time
secunity guard who wants to
make it in hip-hop. His crew,

OVERHEARD IN SAN DIEBO; sAsianp 5TH AVE 3/23

Urban Dynamics, is part of a
thriving San Diego hip-hop
underground that also
includes the Packablacks and
Masters of the Universe. Each
Thursday they meet at the
downtown multimedia
performance space known as
the LoR. A group called Pro-
Sessions runs a weekly
contest, where individual
rappers battle one-on-one
with other MCs. A DJ
provides the soundtrack, and
each MC has 30 seconds to
diss the other. After each
round the crowd decides the
winner. Johaz won three
rounds, making it to the
finals. He lost in the last
round to That Guy, who wan

$50.

“I believe I won. I guess he
had more friends.”

About 200 peaple were
there that night, “People want
to see cach other go head-to-
head. People might be mad
that they lost, but all that's
gonna o is motivate them to
come back next week.”

Before each battle, the
MCs give cach other mad dog
stares before they launch into
an impromptu rap aimed at
their opponent. Afier each
battle, the two combatants
cither shake hands or hug,

“That's the thing We're
all friends, We all kack it

together. Once somebody gets
in the door and gets on a
label, we'll all break out.”

Pro-Sessions is at the
World Evolution Loft, 624
Broadway, fourth floor. &
p.m. Thursdays, 619-531-
130,

—Ken Leighton

€D review: Nidk
Binkley, Let the Bay Jam,
PSB Records PSB0004-D

And here's a singing
BANKER, He didn't hafta tell
us, but he did. (Too late to
take it back )

The good news is there's
something fairly ingenuous.
"bout the man and his
secondary vocation. Y'know,
guileless. Innocent

On scraps of evidence,
Nick Binkley is a 50-year old
whose current music-spew
could easily have played the
coffeehouse “folk" circuit of
1960-62. Except for his age, he
would not have especially
stuck out, but all the better:
he'd have FIT IN. It's not
everybody, anytime, ever,
who has 0 guaranteed a
context, even if one requiring
a time machine (or the
wonderful world of make-
believe) to access. He would
not have fit wi the precious,
pious “singer-songwriter”
crowd of the early ‘705,

Prinstance.
This stuffis simple,
unpretentious, and topical

mainly within an
undisguisedly narrow
ultrapersonal mythos. “Heart
Attack” is about how the
corporate life can kill you, so
watch out! — and don't
forget the little boy who once
dreamed your dreams. “Ball
of Yar" is about his cat.
We've all heard “In My
Room,” well here’s “In Her
Room” — a bittersweet take
on his daughter’s departure
for college: “I hope she
remembers to call.” “Novi
Mir” has a Russian or two
singing along — say hi to
Nick and his buddies, the
“family of man."

There's also a decent-
enough cover of Jody
Reynolds' “Endless Sleep,” a
forgotien death-rocker from
1957 or '8,

Everything, in fact, is
mote or less COOL except for
Harvey Kubernik's COOTIES
on the package...but that's
another story.

—Richard Meltzer

Zimmerman
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10AM

BLUE ROCKIT
SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST
NO COVER!
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BLOCK WEST OF 5
l PLELA VILL, DRIVE
HSB.450.9277

RISING STAR
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
NO COVER!
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ourselves!

TEA PARTYWEDNESDAYS!
$3.75 Long Istand lced Tea and $3.75 Long Beach lced Tea
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Happy HourAll Night!
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CAMEL EXOTIC BLENDS
: AVAILABLE
AT THESE
LOCATIONS

BUFFALO JOE'S
MARGARITA ROCKS
THE AERO CLUB * THE BRASS RAIL
THE KENSINGTON CLUB
TIOLEO'S

[YOUR GUIDE 10 URBAN NIGHTLIFE)

CAMEL PAGE

SpARKY's
1521 3oth St. (619) 696-9831
1 Hill's favorite neighborhood tvern offers daily drink specials from 4 7pm.

Live Wire
2103 El Cajon Blvd. (619) 291-7450
Ihe place to be Wednesdays with DJ Raity.

Winston's WesT
1921 Bacon St. (619) 222-6823
Lieggae thus Thursday. 3/30. with Shine Eye.

Brinp MeLons
710 Garnet Ave. (858) 483-7844

s SuperUNLoader rocks the beach this Friday. 3/31

Crus MonTAGE
2028 Hancock St. (619) 294-9590
Thursday is Gasaline lasting ‘11l fam

ErTa’s PLAcE

6179 University Ave. (619) 582-6730
Tuff Tuesdayn with DJ Dave Johnson
Kensingron Crus

4079 Adama Ave. (619) 284-3848
Friday. 3/31. Mondo Meshugana.

All venues are age restricted. Camel sponsored events
are restricted to those 21 years of age or older.

CREMA, TWIST, SAMSUN: 11 mg. “tar”, 0.9 mg. nicotine,
RARE: 11 mg. “tar”, 1.0 mg. nicotine, av. per cigarette by FTC method.

Millennium
485 South Coast Highway (760) 436-9294
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The Princess Pub and Gri
1665 India St. (619) 702-3021
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tin of fine European ale

Buffalo Joe's
(600 Fifth Ave. (619) 236-1616
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756 Fifth Ave_ (619) 233-2830
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‘ 5
Club 66

901 Fifth Ave. (619) 234-4166
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Tio Leo’s
5302 Napa St. (619) 542-1462

3730, don't s S

sy, Lee Press-On and The Nails
Rod Lincoln (0: Swing Thursday 1ty 1) e (D Release
(Candye Kane ‘he',  Scottie Blinn & the Tiki Torchers.

Holl Star
1320 Fifth Ave. (619) 232-2102
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Margarita Rocks
1959 Homblend 5t. (858) 272-2780
et her
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Jdrin, as well as eat, is 50% dancing

all of your favarites of the ‘705, ‘80 and 90 the bar that lives up 1
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The Hole

2820 Lytton 51 (619) 226-9019

Need agood laugh? Then head 10 The Hole, in Foint Loma, on Thursdays at 8pm and enjoy
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400-Hour Guitar

“I climbed up onto a ten-foot pile of wood
in Pennsylvania to find what I wanted to use.”

difficult to make and fanciest, top of

the line," he says, caressing a large
archtop he constructed while on sabbatical
from Palomar College. He straddles the in-
strument acrass his lap, sitting
on a couch in the Solana Beach
home he shares with his wife,
Nancy. An artist since high
school, Jim Saw taught himself
haw to paint, how to build furniture, and how
to build guitars.

The archtop is the last of five guitars Saw
made. It took him 400 hours, all documented
in a book of which there's only one copy — that
was part of his sabbatical project. Saw took a
year's leave fram teaching design to conduct
research,

“Iclimbed up anto a tea-foot pile of wood
in Pennsylvania to find what | wanted to use
for the back and side of this guitar. It's flame
maple — [ had it UPSed home — and the wood
originally measured 11 feet by 1 foot by 2
inches,” he recalls. The top was made from
wood purchased in Vermont, intended for a
cello. I had to cut it all, sand it, plane it, and
make it into this.”

Saw built some of the tools he used. Using
a handmade plane, he carved the top of the

1 Thlsismc Cadillac of guitars, the most

INTERVIEW

tars use a top and back that are carved like a
violin or cello. Most acoustic guitars have flat
tops of wood about 1y inch thick. An archtop
guitar starts with a piece of wood an inch o
more thick that is hollowed aut in the center.
The top ranges from /14 inch
thick near the edges to % inch
thick in the center. The sound
holes are usually shaped like an
“£.” similar 10 a violin or other
bowed instruments. The first American in
struments of this kind were made by Orville
Gibson in the late 1800s. Most guitars with
arched tops are made of plywood. Handmade
archiop guitars are the most difficult and time
consuming to make.

“These guitars became popular before am
plified guitars were around because they can
be played loud. The sound is big and bold and
brassy, used in large bands as a thythm in-
strument. Once guitars became amplified,
everything changed. Now these guitars are still
made but for jazz players,” he says,

The mother-of-pearl inlay on the top of the
ebony neck reads “Jim Saw,” and along the
fretboard the letter §is repeated. Saw used bits
of silver wire stuck in the neck to create the
Aquarius constellation, as well as the Big and
Little Dipper.

work, something like
this. You have to work
on it every day or it
won't get done, and you
have to be very into it,
because it's so easy to
make a mistake. In a
sense, everything | had
learned in making the
other guitars led up to
making this one.”

Saw enumerates all
the guitars he’s had in
his possession. “At one
time — before I started
getting rid of some — [
had nine guitars, Now
we have six around the
house or stashed away
including a Mexican
made classical guitar |
bought in 1964, a
12-string — Nancy's —
that I repaired the bro-
ken headstock on, an
electric archto