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$30 AL & ED’S GIFT CARD _Catl Suzi

NERRTT PP

You may pi-:-’ah- in by
calling 619-235-3000, ext.

t com; or
fax them to 619-231-0489.
Please include your name,

Letters may be edited for length
and darity.
Animals Are Being
Harmed

The board of trustees at the

FRIDAY ‘,mfl.ih:uu

themselves 1o blame for the
dismantling of the staff and
r!plllllinn of the shelter

SCH-3500 DUAL-BAND
DIGITAL PHONE

VOICE ACTIVATED DIALING!

I Home . ;
Yes, animals are being
C (.H Office harmed in two ways. First,
management decided they
know more about the health,
temperament, and care of the

As the former Humane
Educator of the SDHS/SPCA,
I believe changes needed to
be made. Unfortunately, the
management did not handle
these changes in an appro-
priate manner, which would

benefited all.

* 2.5 Hours Talk Time  *
* 130 Hours Standby Time
* Weighs Just 5.5 Ounces

animals than the trained and
experienced animal care and
medical staff. This is a con-
scientious, compassionate,
and knowledgeable staff. |

Merritt and Sue Jenkins now
feel they personally must
question every decision this

CAR CHARGER/ADAPTER

staff makes, undermining

GUARANTEED “~ =
LOWEST PRICE S
IN TOWN!

your feelings even when you
don't. The animals at the
shelter sense the feelings of the
employees and volunteers.

!.’REE ‘

Nearly ail of the 30-plus
former employees were un-
happy with how management
implemented change. We
didn't leave for better jobs or
Higher wages or because we
didn't like what we did at the
shelter. We lef. The animals
don’t get that option.

The clear altenative to cellular™

=& Sprint Sprint PCS

Dark Ugly Places
Provesbs 6:27: Can a man take
fire in his bosom, and his
clothes not be burned?
“What the parents allow
in moderation, the children
will indulge in excess,” Bill
Gothard, from his seminar

sic Life Principles” (formerly
Youth Conflicts”)

I read with a certain head

Hl.urnm (“City Lights,”

It 'nl 't merely that it
with or the

e Sprid PCS Frow & Cloce Flon i avollabe n the Spred PCS Ci

ducounts and o d win choded

2 San Diego Reader February 17, 2000

dealt
selling of it on the web and
holding classes to teach oth-

Sprint PCS y vary, placss Subject o radit g posdbeny
the. Naorwide 2000 e AN resarved.
‘on the Sprint Network. Copyright nz:m*ﬂ" “wuum*ua—ﬂmmmum

Ly e R SRR 5 &

Jeff

‘well as the article itself), who
treated the whole matter like
some mom-and-pop outfit,

1 believe that it is near-
r-]dulu‘-pn
10 call San Diego the * “stripper

willing 16 be photoy
nude, telling his students to
“just advertise in the newspa
per” — but I doubt tha
any different anywhere else.
Again, it indicates where we
are.

Well, I was flipping chan-
nels late last night (early this
morning, Sunday) and I saw
this woman preaching from
the Bible about Joseph and
how the pattern of God is to
test you with troubles now and
reward you with good thi
later. But that the devil will
give you the rewards for ser-
vice nowand you get burned
in the long run.

It used to be that these
kinds of activities went on in
dark ugly places that no one in
their right mind would defend
28 being good. That we've de-
cided to bring it all into our
homes and plush offices as a

business

iapeciabla hoie
to me that if there is a
judgment for such things, it

roff.

Is that a whirlwind on the
‘horizon?

Barry Amundsen

San Marcos

Lament For Gabriel
Doesn't Anne Albright know
there are more humane ways to
“dispose™ of an unwanted pet
l.hin abandoning it outdoors to
become 3 wym smack? (“Kid
Seuff,” February 10) I was out-
raged and disgusted as [ read
her column about their (former)
cat, Gabriel. That kind of in-
humane behavior toward a
living creature is shocking
and unacceptable. What's
even harder io understand is
that this happened in 4 family
of pro-lifers! Is this what the
Catholic Church teaches —
that only human lives are val-
uable and not -mmnl lives?

cieties and an
placement organizations in
the county that could have
taken Gabriel, since his exis-
tence in the Albright house
obviously wasn't working
out.

I've been a faithful reader

“The Cat That Hated Jack” I'm
going cold turkey and never

resding it again.
Victoris Williamson
Encinitas

Reader
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suic claims that during s pasty wrangle for con-
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" oy Marein mhm&wm.wmm
s the case, according 1 the Browsnd Daily Busines Review.
Horb Who? After st week's item sbout San Diego Unian-

adiso, aod all-around fix-it man to U-T pub-
lisher Helen Copley — who personally gave him
s ecitorn-chief ob afer b gt out of the Nion
White House. During chronic labor strife st the
U-T, Klein has acted as the paper’s chiel
spokesman. Kleinis also treated with much def-

Zero Tolerance
in the Morning

By Bill Manson

here does democracy thrive in
Tijuana? Some say right here, in the
Minaret Room of the Club Campestre.

Of course, this is not really

hundred yards outside, in the
madness of Agua Caliente
Boulevard.

But here behind the walls of
the Club Campestre — the Ti-
juana Country Club — the dew

that

4

octogenarian journalist — who lives in & condo at Fairbanks Ranch
Country Chub — boosting the tadium plan. At this writing,the U-Thas
yet to report on Klein's activities.

Y

Ends Thatousi e Beown Fikd -

projecton.
anwu muh nuddmnpmmpd‘mmmnm

mmnlmDBW ﬁm“hﬂeﬁwwu?\\

‘which ends June 30

..'nle
‘Luce, Forward, allegi
b yra ign mands-

mvhummubdm&:rnhndﬂxwlm

Mhmmmmmmwnmmdmhmv
lated disputes.

Contributor: Matt Potter

The Reader offers $25 for news tips in this col-
uman. Call our voice mail at 619-235-3000, ext. 440, or fax
your tip to 619-235-3096.

lawns:
ldluvahlllylnpuhﬂjﬂm\
4 Thursday morning, Blue
whnglulurymndmhokdnwn
from their favored frac
ento of | You

ConarTienio

swear you hear the chack! of
someone hitting  golf ball Ele-
gant middle-aged joggers puff
up to the building and shuck
their New Balance running

rapher at the far end. His name's
Carlos, veteran of hundreds of
these this

lmnnlyn\rn—u[dwru-
per, fresh, and and professional
in suit and tie. He wears the red, d._lSﬂlnemmminrun
and silver jackets and sweaters. Then
pin on hislapel. Its shaped into  thercsus,the press,at the far end
a gallito (rooster) wmm;. of the U-shaped table, mostly
crown and nthelet-  heads-down in the pastries.
like El Mexicano. It's alwaysa  ters™Tijuana” i Santillén stands up and asks
group of important people sit- Santillén apagtor .
nn.m-hnmmdmnﬁ-. on Avenida Revolucién,among ~ while four waiters struggle out
o “Welcome,”  bearing the weight of a nine-
glasses and microphones. Most  he says. "I don't know whereev-  foot- o) glass and aluminum
nmn.mm ictures come from is! Byt we'll be: case. A gold-tasseled Mexican
pi erybody starting, ooy e
Tl'nlllmmcduuphxvf green, with the eagle holding the
the madrugadores. The Early in the middle.
Risers.” There are other please stand for the flag.” says
fast-and-guest-speaker clubs,
mucrupozl,anh:‘nnndq ‘The waiters slide the flag out
Club, or the Lizaro Cérdenas of its case. Everybody.
group, but Los Madrugadores puts his right hand horizontally
the ones who started it all. against his heart.

Throughout this election
year, local, state, and nati
politicians will make their pil-

conference:

Signs direct you to the restau-
rant of to the tennis and rac-
quetball courts or golf-putting

range or the pool.
Or 1o the Minaret Room,
ancarby blue and yel-

radio and TV in town. That's
guaranteed because this meet-
ing is  staple for journalists.
They have quotas of stories to
meet cach day, and this one’s &

mbﬂ.?lu.t.hﬂ!dlqmablg
low minaret thrusting upovera  breakfast for
onetime Moorish-style casino. Today, .\l!ndu de la Torre
Fonwuhnnnwu’yThuMay Mirquez, Tijuanas
this room feels like the s the guest speaker who will
nexus of power in Tijuana,  butter the ' bread. He
vh_:uldnunll\i?omm:irpu "muﬂuud‘mwl
leaders. Tij Right
observe. Think of the traditional locked: There is only the quiet
photograph you seeso oftenon  chat of passing Club Campestre
j members. A solitary photogra-

Hicror Sanilldn Mucx

8:30 as usual, sharp” He's been
with the Madrugadores for all
but 2 of their 25 years. "It is the
first group to have a breakfast
devoted to political or cultural
‘or economical or social
he says.

‘Waiters set up heavy flatware
on white and teal-green table-
dloths. Hot

matters”

his.
“Banders, bandera de Méx:
ico” begins one of the board
members. de nuestros

Everybody in lhemum re-
peats his words. “Flag of
ico, legacy of our hmx-.wm
bol of the unity of our forefa-
thers and of our brothers, we
swear to you to be always
faithful..”

Even the journalists stand

oByat et Aol
words. The flag is returned to its
case and carted off. Everybody
relaxes.

“A very good in-
vited 5unu. members of the
press mmpdlawmm

pots
out for half a dozen men who
look as if they're part of the or-

Banizing committee.
“Coffiee” croaks the photog-

-m_..-auun..m
wwaiters take orders for breakdast.

o-ndm.mmu(m
contivcd om page §
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CITY LIGHTS

Iin Defense of the
Ultimate Underdog

By Abe Opincar

& ] ct’s say that you're an American man,

g in France, and you meet and
. marrya French woman. You decide to spend

your in America,
and while you're here your wife
discovers she loves America
and wants to live here. You
think, we g0 10 an
artorney when all thats involved
is filling out paperwark? How
hard can that be? So, you go
down and get all the necessary
INS forms and you fill them out
and submit them, oaly to find
out you have committed fraud.
Your wife entered the U.S. on
a fourist visa and now she
wants to immigrate. The INS

think of as

calls this
in other words, the presump-
tion is that your wife ent

this country ostensibly as a
tourist, but what she r=ll|y
wanted to do was

And so now your wife hl
committed fraud and is subject

to deportation, and it is up to
you to prove why your wife's
deportatios

“You' Te an American. You
speak You have a gen-
eral idea of your rights. And yet
you're probably extremely con-
fused by all this, how you and
your French wife have gotien
into this situation.
it would be like for someone

didn't know who to turn to for
help. To clear all this up, to at
least keep your wife from being
deported, you have to submit a

time. | had one recent case in
which a Romanian man, a

This
sort of thing happens all the
time, and every time it does,

never commitied a crime in my
life, uld now I m lDCI.Il(d of

SR A

Golchin taps a slick, 500
plus-page edition of the 1996
igration

TY LIGHTS

- Ali Golchin
A idea), languish in & k- in dec joint venture”™ Sister Trady Con-
citizen. low yourself o be deported, or is ducation. Most - sidine, a i
“This thing is full of traps,  you turn to someone like Ali  Iranians don't make a career in  member of the Society of the Sa-
and if you don't know where i social service. cred Heart, founded Sofia with
they are, something as simple as *“Our services are means- “What happened is that  Golchin in 1995, Sister Consi-
filingoutaformcangetyouin  tested. We work onasliding  when I was 19,1 was nearly de-  dine had taught for 20 years in
a lot of trouble. scale. We offfer our services for isa had ex- B
!‘h-uud*wlhmmln very, very little, and, in many  pired and 5o, technically, | was 1o Seattle. She returned 1o San
a lot of trouble with the INS is  cases, people pay nothingatall”  here illegally. The INS caught up  Diego in the mid-1980s because:
that you technically haven't Of the four nonprofitagen-  with me and was going to de-  she wanted to learn Spanish. By
committed a crime. Immigra-  cies in the offering port me. I had no money for an 1990 she was doing legal wock
tion is not a matter of criminal  assistance to indigent immi-  attorney. I didn't know what 1  on behalf of immi
but civil law, and when you run  grants, Sofia carries the largest  was going 1© do. I couldn't go cally, Sofia i a projectof the So-
afoul of civil law, you have no h assis Iran.Ide- ety of the Sacred Heartand re-
right 10 a court-appointed at-  about 200 clients who come  cided i represent myself. |had _ ceives most its funding from
torney. If you are a wealthy  from more than 80 countries. 40 days before my deportation  Catholic charities. Sofia’s mis-
prospective immigrant i trou-  While the majority of these mat-  hearing, and so | spent that en- statement claims the orga-
ters. involve making sure tricky tire time at the downtown law ives to be a
xumqwhm fees often run are ind submi Ill:ruyl o
about $150 per hour. Butif you,  ted properly, two
like many immigrants, can't  a week Golchin argues cases at armﬁu.wm.ghrmamn
spend $150 per hour foran at-  Immigration lerl a short Isp day in the
torney, you cither represent  walk from his West C Street of- hmy, learning. mmnm. I

yourself (generally not a good

J. D. Crowe

fice. Last month he argued 13
cases.

“I'm tired;” he says, rubbing
his forehead, his brown eyes
weary. "I'm taking most of
February off. I'm going to spend
time with my family. I'm going
1o read. Tll go for walks in the
park. I may do some research.

could sbout immigration law.
When my hearing finally came,
1 stood before Judge John
and represented my-

sl and I won.
years later, when |
was out of law school, working
at the Centro de Asuntos Mi-

venting a deportation, o ar-

ranging reunification, or mak-
ing it possible for parents to
work so they can provide for
their children. Or even helping
some woman who's been

brought to this country by her

'm going o ry o ot thinkioo  ga-id socity for immigrant,  husband, nly tobe beaten and
There she is with
gy immigrant, 39-  my first case. Judge Williams  her children. No way to provi
year-old Golchin is something  said, s this your first time in  for them. She doesn't speak the
o womaly HeometoSen  coun” And | aid, No Your  language. She docan' know
in Honor, v I
ot Like tmay ke . 7ouT] s T mproeeated el iy s
migrants, he went on to studya  myself before you.a few years “I'm also motivated out of a
hard science, biochemistry. He  back s o the immigran i the
didn't, he says, really enjoy it, It was my cxperience asan  ultimate underdog, This coun- 4
and whille he was at San Jose
State University he joined the  toward using my degree for  immigrants and all the ways
ing team. immigrants. | wouldn't  they contribute to our society.
“I found out that I really  say it a rel
liked anyone o stick up for them, to
I'was good at it | decided 10 go ot thei rights,
10 lew school™ pooe In their own communities they
‘While it wasn't unusual for Gokchin comes from whathe  often have people who cheat =
Golchin 0 go to professional  calls » “semi- Muslim  them. People — they call them- ;
school — mog immi-  family. Sofiais whathe jokingly  selves ‘notaries’ — who claim
rants do — what was unusual  describes as a"Muslim-Catholic comtimued owpoge 3 8
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Zero
tolerance

contirnad from page 4

CITY LIGHTS

CITY LIGHTS

othe i drivers,mostly,but  Perla Ibarra Leyva, the secretary

g R e : e el e

d iti him. He ity " day we are more and ernment. Instead,

s 1..-.'::: ?&mm"(wi-. i:?u?p-d.inmdnr?— turned up. Some journalists

omach, 3 waiti i ?
N e T e P
if I refused o eat. Tolerance will make and bullet-proof vests™ dela Torres cops are enforcing
Asthe spealeerisintroduced,  safer place for our citizens.” The ‘The journalists berehad ex-  cero tolerancia. Particularly 15
Garlos the okd photographer is  policy, be says, is simed at rule-  pected g

MALRE ADORESS
Reade, PO Box 15503
‘Sam Diego, CA 91186-5403
omen

1703 India Stret (1 Date}
192282000
‘General information.

...

HURRY!
QUANTITIES
ARE
LIMITED!

MOBIL VIDEO SYSTEM

IESA 5208 Jackson Drive (619) 469-2500
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CITYLIGHTS

the three speakers. °I just do it Three or four reporters hit  toes, we have you, the media, and. uh-u-nh.-uu-a-
z.fo as agift to them,” says Francisco Mlvlhmhnﬂiqk ‘we have the public prosecutors. mbh. and order
tolerance ier Octavio Ramirez Halder. that Zero pn uﬂn-w*—
But the real news scuffle  scam for the city — and the [d:i-!iw money], -dl.W:-I apply
dela cops — to make more money. w—w;ﬂ‘n Zero' Shem o,
Frontera, the town's new daily, g fall that”
has snapped a picture of Ti-  outside. A dozen reporters 1o stop him in his tracks. “I've  citizens that they don't bring His men close in. They hus-
juana's mayor, Francisco Vega de out behind him. Onc  said it before. It is not s means 1o Back ol castitios of giving  tle him down the steps to a
Ia Madrid, in his car without a  ssks if he's happy with the make more moncy, We are ba-  money 0 the poir officen, sy \nhm.mhlfbh.:k
w and nobody has pros-  of Zero i de,that was  money. -
—t think i's very satisfactory. | see i z .Nowoffi-  tennac on top and escort wag-
De la Torre gives his speech.  that gained about 30 controls traffic and makes for 2 cers have better conditions —  ons fore and aft. In a moment
and TVcameras  percent [in fines for traffc in- better ther privileges.  he’s bundled in and they're
Mad: fractions}. Drivers are doi th deserve” gone.
o e L.'}:ngr Mlqa! [un;,':u:f “But arent you afraid that tions, we will not be soft- Back in the Minaret Room, o
tions. I notice a scrib- they're looking all around,  there'llbe more extortion?” asks h-tzd.'h B the Madrugadores are praising be taken seriously as an inde-
looks like a poem. because know that if .. “What are you going ‘Then he turns to me. */ pendently
mb:?::dm]:‘;;rkwk mn-l":’ﬁ:-hhim.m 1o do about that?™ iz every now and then we have ‘one of their founders who died bating forum? Zeta political
s “We have doubled supervi those shaved-heads coming :m’r.mlw,lﬂl mhllll'hAHl_bhmnHl-
charcnnllmmngd:kndung will be ticketed.” sion. We have internal investigs-  down from Barrio Logan and i %0.It’s a very se-

MOVIE TRADER PAYS MORE CASH FOR
VHS, DVD, LASER DISCS & VIDEO GAMES!

MOVIE TRADER HAS

50,000 VHS MOVIES AND

5,000 NEW & USED DVDs
AT LOW, LOW PRICES!

=

1225 GARNET AVE. » PACIFIC BEACH+ (858)272-2231

858/653-3600

ETO SH
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Crcles
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“We’ve had a dose of our own medicine!”

zrv.‘ IGHTS

CITY LIGHTS

rious group. Stﬁﬂh;l:lm- Wk
spectable. Businessmen from the For this year's coming election
ofl’ifcm.'lhymwu:dt H!Mm\h-i*
Thqlrynheopmmdmld as PRI (Institutional Revolu-
dle-of-the-road, in the best tionary Party) can-
sense. They invite speakers of all didate Francisco Labastida
different colors. ‘l'hue rooms - Ochoa. "That will be dllﬁmll.
talk about their platform, to get didates want muhltwdﬁ. Big
their ideas out.” groups. So we are going to con-
And politicians don't come  centrate on inviting our sena-
to the Madrugadores just be-  tors and deputies up for con-
i ional positions in Baja Cal-
says. “The ifornia, for senators and con-
are important people to try o gressmen at the federal level.
convince. Madr nd  But we'll have them here, no
other groups have made them- matter which party. We'll invite
selves platforms for ideas. all of them™w
contribute o diversifying the
democnticlieortnec” — Ultimate

Vigtor Clark Alfaro, who
last

spoke 1o the
year, isn't quite 50 sure. He says
he dldnl f! their traditional
Tark runs the
often-controversial Tijuana-
Binational Center for Hu-
man Rights. “All of the [mem-
bers] are middle-class and
pcr mlddk class. It is xm that

to keep their grouy
||lﬂ]h=bm!d\c&=y Enlrhzy
don' like people who question

underdog

contimsed from page 5

they know all about immigra-
tion law and make fabulous
claims and promiscs. Ofien they
don't know .nmn. about the
law. They take hundreds, some-
times thousands of dollars from
people, truly desperate people,
and they cither do nothing, or
they end up making a person’s
«case much, much worse.

“At Christmas time, I get
stacks and stacks of Christmas

cards from former clients. All
year long I get invitations to
baptisms, bar mitzvahs,

*10 OFF 2=

Staff and Doctors
. “patients”) o " y s
(a.k.a. “patients”) of e = There is a difference in eye care providers...
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Don't miss this opportunity to save
as NEVER BEFORE! Everyone knows us for our “Cool Stuff...
Hot Prices” and great-looking styles. Now, for the first time ever, you can go
directly to our new warehouse clearance center and pick up the buy of the year!
TOP-QUALITY Save up to 80% OFF on Scratch & Dent, One-of-a-Kinds, Discontinued, or
2 Closeout stock. Also, huge markdowns on 1st-quality year 2000 merchandise.
NAME-BRAND Everything will be clearly marked for immediate pickup, or
FURNITURE - schedule delivery at a nominal cost.

A SIMMONS
BEAUTYREST

Q JONATHAN LOUIS

<+ BOYD
O CATALINA
* SEALY KLAUSSNER
© POWELL
¢ ASHLEY
AND MANY
MORE!

80% OFF <

= On selected “As Is”

merchandise

[ CLEARANCE CENTER

EASY DIRECTIONS: Take Miramar Road to Cabot. Go 1

| block north on Cabot. Turn right on Arjons Drive. You're there!

6 MONTHS

same as cash

o>

*

| WIDE SELECTION §

» SOFAS
» CHAIRS
« BEDROOM
» DINING
* FUTONS
» MATTRESSES
« RUSTIC
+ LAMPS
* ACCESSORIES
AND LOTS

to the sneak preyiew of

MISSiON 1o
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Matthew:
Wha's p with the broken glass om the roads afteraccidensts? Whose job i i fo clean up the mss? I'veseen glass
i intersections near the beaches, Balboa Park, dewntosen, etc 1 pend Lot om tires and don't want to drive

o
over this road.
— Narmeles, on the oad

: 2 i the d 1.“k

that igol smash-up, propri
crew. I’ glass and metal, they just need the city th big brooms If
..(hmmmﬂmmmwmrumnummummlwwummd
urse, vlmbylmplfmﬂ(lncmplllhtm
lknlmmmmfynhalydﬂnbbm&ld.lnlh: ) bender, i 'snot
thmewﬁlﬁﬂmwwuhﬂmmmhmdkd!plptmﬁhkwmmhdp
from
always clean up mmmwsmmWymmwﬁmummmmm.mﬁm
bashee afier a non.injury accident.

Dear Matthew Alice:

Tam p jars of fruit juice. Some oy 100% juice, whil they
are 25 to 35% juice. Yet upon examining the ingredients, the coniemt seems 0 be similar, for thefirst ingredient
of each of them is water, (Samrbdhbck)bunmmﬂ[dﬂﬂﬂurmmmaflﬁtnﬂ
Evelyn Kooperman, San Diego
No, no, Evelyn, rulesis rules. he feds | And when
||mmu|oyuum|u.\hempuplmdh-iI:uhdrauniwnihmyunrﬂlmmdm
nwm«mm-mmn{mnﬂd.pmnu&y unless you're buying » container of fresh-
ed-right i P . That doesn't:

tell you much sbout what'sreallin the botte.
Most of our itk “juice.”
rl.nnlm i i

ta nasral b ight from th beke d

mmhmanhebcm-pm hmwnnnddcdwdrmmnu;m Inbnn||l back 1o “juice™ status. If no
mote water is added, the label will read ™
will be water. In reality, your “100% juice” is maybe 90% water, bulwllh(mmvf‘uvnnpvnlhm i
you put an ingredient label on a chicken, the first entry would be water oo, That's just a fact of nature.

You'd assume Evelyn's bnnkm'ou:m ean Spray 100% Juce Pink Grapefuit would be made from 100%
grapefruit juice. e To
the FDA, *100% juice™ mzmsmykmdor bination of juices,
Grape and apple concentrates are commonly added 10 things like cranberry or grapefruit for sweetness; their
favors are relatively bland, so they blend well. Grapefruit is still the dominant flavor.

drink can call itself juice a8 long as it has some amount of fruit juice (by FDA definition) greater

than 0%. But the maker must fess up to exactly what percent of the finished beverage is juice. Take Evelyn's
Isbel from Langers Rspberry Cranberry Juie Cockialin  Blend of Two Otber Juices rom Concenirte. The

's 25% juice.

jui apple nd a few minor players. In this
mghngnhmpdﬂtkddrdmmmmnm}adnﬂhlm the water used to reconstise the
the Ocean

Spray mn.mummmmwummwm “sufficient to reconstitute juice
concent

mmmwmmanulmmmxmmmmum
1000 with provisions. Bu s the eas | can do for & person who actually makes bet living snswering

ggg
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people’s questions. But unlike yours truly, Evelyn' bl ‘lnbud.lllm!tﬂal
will never happen to me and the elves.
Matt:
ing up i it was | i ctle '505 sy it
I+ up, but often lights
.rwl.llhhnhﬁv.h'-lm which is about 25 ic of
nmy roprespris .
Bur Sind or rabbt huschas thire a7
*xmmmw-
Thuﬂ.hkdnydhhﬂ”-npthhuﬁnwmhlu-dud
Untilabout 15
house. 4
ofa fenced-in garden, " though,
1f you see the ph Toot Insesd of b = i sdab with ‘hatches and varios
other “Chiorine” and " s
mhmrommmmu &
o c-mail to heymatt@cts.com via

ear plan.
I on the market.

FREE on By I
PA(IHCQBELL

ewcier Wireless (619) 299-4455
San Diego’s #1 dealer — who wants your business the most!

is is the mos

Exdusively available
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FREE PHONES ON A (
*50 CASH BONU! 'REE ACCES! _ pcs §
PHONE FREE WE’LL EVEN PA) UR SALES TAX

o et s s T o < o i S

4 Nokia 5190
Z 4
Timeport FREE" |
b mepo [ %% ]
& $ *% on any 1-year plan
Q 29 Lithiom Battery and get:
% * Vibrating phone ﬂlld ’.'3 SSSS_’N your old phone and
S o A lithium-ion battery $$5% for 2": vibrating b“':”
W ® Infrared fransfer your old phone and -l °3:"‘ ”ﬂ::m:‘
£ to your PC 2nd vibrating battery cnr: e ph; . ::dof“ e
. « Handshree system s handsree system 4 choice of a colored face plate (6 colorflj
E ® Leather case * Belt clip car adapter/leather case 3::-:“ lﬁo-.‘lml ..
é ¢ Car charging adapter Phone, Pager & o '-';'achlno |
Y * 2 home chargers m Machine All In One i
= : Ericsson 78¢E
. FREE PHONES + $50 CASH BACK FREE*
z
.+ FREE DOUBLE STAND-UP CHARGERS ﬁ e
¢+ FREE 2nd VIBRATING BATTERY e get:
= ° leather case v
;o FREE HANDS-FREE SYSTEM lesherca. Siger :
¢+ FREE CAR CHARGING SYSTEM e \" Sy 4
:  FREE LEATHER CASE WITH CLIP Plus: § e (harger rum,“ g
.+ FREE CHOICE OF COLORED FACE PLATE : Plus: w3 e Old Phone! ‘
o o
z THIS EXCLUSIVE DEAL ONLY AVAILABLE AT #1 PREMIER! !

1

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ . 5 13 b o S e o e T atenn o e
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i
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1

|

i

i
i
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i

REE
500 & Weeokend minvtes
an--m?;s.ﬂ-:wgﬁ‘s’:«wuww RATE PLANS $10 free Long Distance
Digital 300 nm.- Digital 750 w Digital 1500 Home
Minutes Minutes mf
$24.95

o es, all this fg

B S This is the me I on the market.

Free delivery to your home or office

vy i esnw Ay ecselOw '
PACIFICBELL — Wireless Excusively available at 2, _,.ccr Wireless (619) 299-4455

® FREE 15T INCOMING MINUTE* » FREE

$b 0002 L1 Arvnugag apeay o ueg
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* FREE VOICE MAIL

Wireless f (619) 299-4455 s :
Authorized Agent LTl | o Lttt Rl San Diego’s #1 dealer — who wants your business the most!
FREE CALLER ID ® FREE ROAMING ® FREE PAGING = FREE VOICE MAIL » FREE 15T INCOMING MINUTE* & FREE CALLER ID = FIFEE ROAMING # FREE PAGING {
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The Quality You Expect
at Prices You Can Afford

Toronto Bed Frame *340
Solid pine. Many finishes avalable.

ﬂ English Club Leather Sofa

Rivtrton Sectlmnl

*meﬁ-hwﬂm*

Maslow
Furniture

3445 MIDWAY DRIVE, SUITE G, SAN DIEGO

619/ 758-9772

SPOTngBOX . ecoee
Idle Conversation in Public Places

Iu;almmlhepumlwhmldmhuma
Ahpuuhnn--l&mdrkm

rience. W'l ignore, for a moment, the sesthetic
assault of airline terminals, the four-dollar beers,
the dollar-fifty Hershey's bars, the plastic chairs,
and blistering treks to distant boarding gates.

All this was tolerable before airports began
treating customers like career criminals.
Criminality starts the moment you set foot on
their property. Curbside, loudspeakers repeat
monotonous threats concerning smoking, stop-
ping a motor vehicl, and unattended baggage.
Before reaching a ticket counter one must wait in
Summhmmmduwmd‘ndumm
over hard-earned money to an airline corpors.
tion. After pusmg through metal delmws
manned by uniformed guards, one honks down
to the boarding gate, there to produce & picture
ID and state to a hostile agent-drone that your
carry-on items were never out of your sight. You
must also produce & picture 1D — and don't for-
get 1o measure your Carry-on gear.

Airplanes are always packed. Airline com:
panies are cutting costs to the bone. You know a
portion of that bone-cutting comes out of their
maintenance expenses. New laws empower six-
dollar-an-hour airline employees with the
authority to have you arrested, in some cases, for
vigorously questioning airline policies or raising
‘one's voice. Be quiet of go to jal.

Airlines have held pyssengers as prisoners
on overbooked airplanes while said planes sat on
the ground for two, three, four, five, six hours.
They have done this without serving
food or allowing them to use restrooms. Here's
the headline: “Passengers Are Stinking Cattle.”

I'll go 4 long way to avoid being treated like
a piece of meat. And so, I was in a dark, foul
mood while I sat at a bar in Terminal 1,
Lindbergh Field, waiting for my delayed United
Airlines flight to board.

It's two in the afternoon, the bar is half-full,
some dribble-shit sosp opera is on the TV. I am

looking deep into the back-bar mirror.

“We don't have a chance next year.” The
oice is coming from two seats down the ba.

1 look up, startled, then confirm that the
‘middie-aged man is talking to me. “What”” This
is s3id in a “leave-me-the-fack-alone™ tone.

No chance next year.”

I note he has the L. A. Times opened to the
sports page. | see a caption with the words “San
Diego” in it. "No, not until they get rid of
Beathard"

‘The man nods. “He's screwed up the quar-
terback situation. | don't think I've ever seen any-
thing ike it."

1 turn in my seat 50 | can face him full on.
“It will be interesting to see how crazy Beathard
actually is. Leaf has blown it. He's finished in San
Diego. Harbaugh and Kramer will play like
Harbaugh and Kramer, What's Beathard going to

The man smiles. “A functioning general

manager would try another quarterback. The
funny thing is, suddenly, there are a lot of quar-
terbacks available; Flutie, Marino, Trent Green,
Randall Canningham, maybe even Steve Young ™

“You're right.” | am locked into this conver-
sation. “Bring in one of the vets, hope you get a
‘year, maybe two out of him, give yourself time to
‘acquire a young guy."

“Any one of those quarterbacks are better
than what we have now.”

1 fieel 100 pounds lighter. My evil disposi-
tion has vanished. | am experiencing what is
called, for lack of 3 better phrase, “the comfort of

Talking about sports with another man is
one of the great consalations of life. Almost
always, discussing sports will take you out of
yourself and, therefore, away from your present
worries. When a woman walks out on a man, the
man will tll watch  footbal game. When you've
been fired, the NFL pregame show still starts at
9:00 am. When you've moved to a new dity, the

PGA Golf Nissan Open
Pacific Palisades, California
February 17-February 20
Golfer Line
Woods, T 5to2
Duval, D Btol
Lehman, T Nwl
Love, D 2wl
Couples, F litol
Leonard, ] 16101
Singh, V 18to 1
Sutten, H 22t01
Pamnevik, | 2wl
Price, N 25wl

Lakersare still on cable.
And if you find yoursef on the road, want-

ing conversation, talking about sports acts as an
invitation to the guy on the next barstool, or in a
café booth, or on the airplane. In due time the
conversation may turn to more personal subjects
and, if so, the transition can be accomplished
without embarrassment 1o either party. Men
understand that the animal world lives on inside
them. We are weary of each other. We remain
lone wolves and approaching a wolf s a very deli-
cate thing, Initiating conversation with another
'male who is a stranger should not be undertaken
lightly. Sports s the saf way in.

1 love the term “follow,” as in, "Do you fol-
low the Chargen?” or, *Do you follow basebal?”
Becoming a fan, a follower of a team or sport,
inserts a narrative into your head and that narra-
tive becomes part of who you are, like your job,
or your clothes, or your automobile. Do you fol-
low Kurt Warner or Junior Seau? Do you follow
the Padres or the Yankeest Do you follow
NASCAR or tennis? Who are you,

The man shakes his head. “They don't stand
a chance.”

The Sporting Box solkits your comments
via the Intemet: sportboxdix. netcom com

NG INTEREST OR NG PAYMERTS POR { YEAR oac
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b 3419l

= FADE COMIAGL » 13V x.

SONY - ALPINE -
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« HAALVAY FOVER SUPRLY

00V AT 4 OHG.

?’mlm lllﬂim mcrmnm
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SHEEP A0 GOATS

PLACES OF WORSHI? REVIEWED

Denomination: United Church of Christ
Address: 1750 47th Street, Chollas View;
619-262-5433

ese, caucasian

Services: Sunday mﬂlp. |n~w am.
S-nDn-plﬁmCMMuwhmuunnn—
uralized U.S. citizen attends Chinese Com-
munity Church, as does San Diego's first
Chinese war bride. Six generations of some
of the city's oldest Chinese families, also
attend. Ah Quin, the first Chinese to settle
in San Diego, was once s member. The place
is a paradise for local-history buffs.

In the late 19th Century, when the
church was only a Congregationalist mis-
sion, being a Chinese

churches, we've got Chinese from every-
where — mainland China, Taiwan. We had

bodia. She survived the genocide, bu her two
mm-ﬁmmnmmmw
from Cambodia. She got here and she remar-
ried,

to Cambodia as missionaries. We've got
quite & mix.”

Hhemyol’lbuily‘l older churches,

Community Church is planning to

“Mpst of the surrounding neighbor-
hood is now black and Hispanic. Since we've
had the church on the market, I've been

four black ministers inter-
ested in buyingit. There are only few Chi-
nese families left in this part of the city.

ingnorth and, now there's hardly anyone left.
“The problem for us was that there was

very little property available up north to

build a church on. All the land’s been

for houses. We were lucky to find and buy

some land in Tierras-

Christian wasn't easy.
Anti-foreign senti-
ment was running
high in China. Local
Chinese, attracted to
Christianity, balked

THROW AWAY YOUR READING GLASSES!

Had Lasik and still need reading glasses?

Never wormn glasses but need readers?
Brindirwmﬂl!!plu!dul! 1st time offered in North America!
Leam about this - Call

VISION CORRECTION

FOR NEARSIGHTEDNESS * FARSIGHTEDNESS * ASTIGMATISM

Which procedure is best for you?
Nonsurgical Lasik Surge:
Orthokeratology Ourofﬁum
Special comeal experienced pre- and post-op

coniact lenses correct vision. co-management care.

CALL FOR A CONSULTATION VISIT WITH NO OBLIGATION.

they feared they'd be
persecuted or even
killed if they ever
returned to China. In
1890, one of the mis-
sion's converts stated,

anta, about twice as
much as we have here.
Once we get the
church built, I think
growth will take care
of itself. I don’t think
we'll need to make a
special effort to attract
new members. [t’s all
a matter of location.”

What Chinese
Community Church
has in its favor is that

“We Chinese Chris-
tians are very much
hated by our relatives.
‘They say that Chris-
tians are a people of

it's so dit d its

knunrnudlolherfnx
50 long, the church
has = sincere, wel-

no use,
because we do not
worship ancestors. It
isa common thing in

coming feel. After ser-
vices, almost every-
one packs into the
social hall for a com-
munal lunch. Each

China that Christians
by

their parents for
accepting the Chris-
tian doctrine.

the
reportedly accused
Ah Quin of “back-

sncestor-worship
rites. “l am:

Sunday, church vol-
unteers stand before
the kitchen’s two huge
woks and cook up a
different Chinese dish
(last week it was tasty
broccoli with beef).
“You see that fel-
low sitting over there,”
said an older man sit-
ting next me, “He's
Jennings Hom. His

he protested.)

In the early 20th omlury, many local
Chlnmw!nlnul and deported under
the Exclusion Law. By 1905 Presbyterians and
Mﬂhoduuwrc competing with the Con-

858-274—377 7 619-224-2973
Dr. Michoel Satteriee, O.D. Dr. Robert Homuth, 0.D.
Homuth, 0.D. 3445 Midway Drive, Suite |
Mission Bay Professional Bidg. Walk-in patients welcome
2168 Balboa Ave., Suite 1
for Over 25 Years.

www.vislonimprovement.com

e IR R T
B s e
Earbina: = =] |tk Ll i
e o Y on Mihway Ortve.
= : o
H “Must pressnt N, L]
- this ad at fime of | QN &
2 service. No other ~a S @
oy o) discounts apply.
I Exp. 3/1/00.

ission for the county’s 500
nrmchuusuuuhlu because the mission
was 30 well established, it managed to sur-
vive, even flourish.

In San Diego there are now 14 Chi-
nese churches of various denominations.
Chinese Community Church’s pastor Steve
Leong esti the majority arc Baptist of
one kind or another. “Baptists are -
sive in missionary work. And Chinese

family owned Woo

ily, and she married a fellow from Beijing.
He's the one who translates the pastor’s ser-
mens into M-ndlrln And that guy over

ere, well, of interesting story
-boutmuhumdymdg through immi-
gration at Angel Island. And that woman
sitting beside him, well, she married a Cau-
<casian and her son studied at Oxford and at

Iinnl :hudnn And that man over there...

Christians tend 1o be very
conservative.”

Of all the local Chinese churches, Rev-
erend lmn; believes his is the most ethni-

“lllmoldrhnrdn lohthln-lnld

the room. Peo-

ple uug.nL poured esch other more cups
tea. When

On my way out the door, not one but
two older Chinese ladies stopped me to

Sunday. Please come back next week ~
— Abe Opincar

RadioShack.

You've got questions. We've got answers®
www.radioshack.com

At RadioShack, you get a free JABRA® EarSet™ when you buy
select cellular phones, some for just a penny. With this offer in
your ear, you can easily keep both hands on the wheel. Plus,
you get a free car power adapter to keep you talking if your
phone battery runs low. Have other hands-free cellular
questions? We have all the answers, including phone
mounting brackets, car kits and adapters. So come to
RadioShack. We're talking safety.

e

See store for detaits. Offer good 2/6/2000 - 4/1/2000

fher and activation. Mot valkd with PCS or Adspter

With activation ($249.99 without)
Light, feature-rich cellular

® Supports special services like Voicemail (where available)

* You can program 9 ring styles
 Turbo-dial 9 of 99 stored numbers
#7-1449

AR
AIRTOUCH"
Cellular

‘Authortzed Retaiier

Unlimited
Mobile-to-Mobile

Local Minutes
on Digital 150 or Higher Plan"

your your car.
vith 2 local autharized camier, A hiﬂwh - Carrier impose a penalty fee for
i nuu-mo...ﬂ S
austomers who activate z Mﬁﬁh!—‘ﬂuhh *!Mﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁl_lfﬂb“ﬂ
mmbm hmmm‘n mca s, $1 #nd other restrictions  ARToudh's Mo-
bie-to-Mobile Promoion offes 100% c.—n.-. qnu--ul—, charge for

..,p.ﬂ"‘
ﬂ-

e e ke O
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does the word wax connote? Surfing,

't0 be sure, and skiing. To the historically
‘minded, it might connote whale hunting
and spermaceti, as in the pearly, translu-

cent solid mined from the heads of sperm whales.
The word wax might conjure in the romantic’s
mind a vision of an illuminating moon, or bet-
ter yet, of a wax moth fluttering before a candle.

entist about compounds of hydrocarbons, alco-
hols, fatty acids, and esters. A haberdasher would
envision polished shoes, but a factory worker
would consider the resinous substance she rubs
on thread. The musician would think about which
Springsteen records he has on vinyl, the doctor
would think about glandular secretions from the
auditory canal, and the British linguist would
mnmbu.n old murung. “a fit of anger.” The
ici The
Nabokov sdwiur would mourn the “waxwing
slain.”

But I'will always think of a stupid website: the-
Wax.com ( www, thewax.com), Waxen, as in uno-
riginal, or starched, is the appropriate connota-
tion here. The Web is an asylum for kind-of-
lunnyyonnguh writers; all kinds of juvenile sar-

ge on the Inter-
mLQm;okﬂ.m;nlma,MmplqmdSpﬂm
jokes weave a flimsy lattice around the Web.

pllmmnrfln:kﬂfmhubﬂrd. Sorry t-bone
had

we probably muun u:y the postage.” 'rhe bdurl
dled (a sort-of-funny word) surfer wrote back,
“But, you're, like, a company and stuff. How
come you can't send me one little sticker?” T-
bone, fighting the fight, could only chuckle to
himself: “A company and stuff? Man, if you only
knew.” So what is theWax.com? According to t-
bone, it’s a “place of solace away from an Earth
of crap and an Internet of digitized crap.”

of all the trees that would be saved.”
Some kind-of-funny websites also try to be

of-deep site. His bio says that he “once discov-

ered the meaning of life but got distracted by

some Silly Putty.” Meaning, Kenneth tells us, is
like that — elusive, cruel

in its randomness, In  “Let's look at toilet

Igno-
rance Is Bliss,” which  paper. No one at
todeludemysel. Inmy  knows who

cheap

of the ‘Existentialomi-  decided on the
con' I found an obscure
reference to thephilos-  length and width
ophy of the Absurd, a
subset, if you will, ofthe  of each square.”
existentialist philoso-

phy. I|gpuputrydup but the short version
is: life is absurd. Deal with

Let’s uncaver some of
here. First, theres the essay on crap, titled "Con-
fessions ufz Mn-bohuv' “Let’s look at toilet

Another ind-of-funny
‘website is to position itself against the corporate
mentality. To preserve whatever authority it has
o critique society with humor, the kind-of-funny

an online humor magazine (“wisdom through
humor,” it posits), does this in the form of a frisky
letter from its editor —identified simply as *t-
bone” —addressed to “Waxaholics.” T-bone
recounts a story about a surfer guy from Cali-
P tthai fon h

Wax.com and wondered if he could get a com-

paper,” gia- Pacific
lccmxlohawwhndeudniunlhelmgd:md
width of cach individual paper square, When |
asked the Consumer Assistant, she took offense
at my line of inquiries. She wanted to know,
“Where are you going with this line of question-
ing?” Tissue is 4.5 x 4.4 inches. Whose idea was
.uudmau&em-pdvcuqundmdmvm

it. I kind of liked it. So I'm just going to go sit in
my little comer and pretend. I'm going to pre-
tend that I am in control of my own life. I'm
going to shut down the reality sensors in my brain
and act as though I had to take my pleasure or
pain from my own decisions, and no one elses.
When people get killed, I'm going to blame the
killer and leave it at that.... But then, in the mid-

dhofthcmﬂ:luhmtverymudupm&lmll
hpmdnwmhnu»dhudﬂ'dubuduﬁumﬂ

flavored chicken.

3 economic
What if toilet in a more
“rectilinear” shape. If they shaved two tenths of
an inch off of each side, would we miss it? Think

Hmmm? Okay, here’s my kind-of-funny
final analysis of this site: Wax off. m
— Justin Wolff

SCASH PAIDS

Blvd.(in
Open 7 days. Major credit cards accepted. *Accessories excluded.

POV Tal O Ut
(]

532 N, 28th,
619.233.3148 . 888.722.2002

g

FOR YOUR
OPINIONS!

[IF QUALIFIED)

MARKET RESEARCH
Participants of all ethnic backprounds, oges 18-60 years old,
needed for group discussions. I interested in parficipating,

619-299-1414

If you live with diabetic foot pain

(neuropathy) and:

® Are over 18 years of age

* Have had diabetes for at least 6 months

* Have had moderate foot pain caused by
diabetic neuropathy for less than 5 years

Then you may be able to participate ina
research study conducted by

and End FPas
For more information call 858-622-7212.

Diabetes Research

depression

e e

geriatric

depression
e e

At Synergy Research Centers we participate

in investigational research studies for this
and many other conditions.

Call (619) 426-7272
for more information.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AT THE WORID’S LARGEST ONLINE MALL!

Recently launched WorldBestBuy.com, owned and operated by parent
company International Brands, Inc. (NASDAQ: INBR), has attracted millions
of site visitors since the dynamic cyber megamall was launched on
November 15 at the prestigious COMDEX ‘99 Internet Expo in Las Vegas.

b Featuring one of the Intemet’s most diversified muttiproduct oniine cyber
malls, WorldBestBuy.com is paving the way for a strong, aggressive
entrance into global E<commerce.

WorldBestBuy.com is in the process of increasing the number of
products available for purchase from our current several million to an

expanded 20 million, thanks to many new manufacturers, wholesalers,
distributors and suppliers who are seeking the affiliation and
benefits from our site’s growing brand recognition.

In the wake of the last two consumer electronics trade shows, WorldBestBuy.com has experienced a rapid and
explosive growth, with opportunities available in the following positions:

TELEMARKETING
Positions in all levels of telemarketing available. Applicants should possess good communication skills, enthusiasm and a
positive, professional attitude. We offer $9-31 |.50/hour plus bonuses, flexible shifts and a fast-paced, dynamic environment

computer-literate individuals with excellent people skills who are able to work under minimal supervision. Duties include
answering customer queries via e-mail and telephone. Initiative, enthusiasm and willingness to leam are important for this

position. We will provide training.
BUYER

Due to rapid growth, WorldBestBuy.com has openings available for Territory and Product Buyer positions.
We are seeking individuals who possess good communication skills, people skills, Internet knowledge and
knowledge of the city of San Diego.

Please submit your résumé via e-mail to jobs@woridbestbuy.com, or fax to 619-702-1508.

Owned and operated by

L 0002 L1 Aswnigag sapoay oay ues.

WEARSCTR

Now through February 29 *M“ mupp%w’?&mhom esfates. in a convenient downtown San Diego location.
" ATI'ENDOI.IWEEKI.\'AUCI’ION S
ualv:gglg‘? s Career, Tuoaco Evening o 530 pm CUSTOMER SERVICE !
?mrlg i SAVE .VE L] At WorldBestBuy.com we are committed to providing all customers with the very best service. We are looking for w.
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—tip of my TONGUE

he small round wooden box I found at
North Park Produce led me to Mustafa. From
what I could tell from the label, the box and its
contents — a honey-thick, mahogany-color
syrup — were from Turkey. T kniewno Turks. 1
spoke with Imam Sharif, a local Muslim deric

Mustafa, a
Turkish chef who lived in Clairemont.

“Read to me the label,” Mustafa said.

1did.

“Pekmez!” Mustafa shouted over the
phone. “You have pekmez! Come to my home
and I will show you how to eat it.”

I met Mustafa — mustachioed, exuber-
ant, sweet — in front of the large mosque in
Chairemont and we walked across the street to
his apartment. We left our shoes at the door.
Emine, Mustafa’s wife, urged us to sit at the
kitchen table, | produced my box of pekmez
Mustafa and Emine laughed.

‘s funny 1o see pekmez in California,”
Mustafa said. “My wife says when she was a
little gil, she, in her village, made pekmez It'sa
big deal. Like a holiday. It happens in the fall
when the grapes are ripe. Everybody comes.
Maybe the whole village, maybe the whole
family. You have to start early, maybe
5:30 a.m. in the morning. They build a big
box, six feet square. Everybody washes their

feet and then they start. They crush the grapes
with their feet. You need a lot of grapes to
make pekmez. When the juice comes out they
start 10 cook it, you know, but very dow. You
cook it very very slow. All day long, You start
carly in the moming and you're done maybe
by 4:30 or 5:00 p.m. You need so many kilos
of grapes just to make a little pekmez. So while
they're making grape juice and cooking it,
maybe someone will slaughter a sheep and
everyone makes a big barbecue. Everyone
brings food. It's like what you call pothuck.
They make barbecue and eat and everybody
sings. Maybe some people dance. It's like a big
party. A big pekmez party.

“So, when they have all the grape juice
and they cook it down until it gets thick, they
add a litthe something to it. It’s like a dust.
Pekmez dust. You get it from near where peo-
ple find marble. You go to any village in
Turkey and you ask the villagers and they
know where to find this thing. You put it in
the pekmez and it goes down 1o the bottom
and you strain it out. And then you have
pekmez. In Turkey it's cold in the winter and
you don't have much fruit, so pekrmez is a way
of having fruit in the winter, You take it and
you mix it with tahina, with sesame paste, and
you eat with bread, or you mix it with yogurt.”

Emine produced a large cut-glass bowl
filled with yogurt. “I make the yogurt myself.”

Mustafa opened the small wooden box
and smiled. He spooned the dark syrup onto a
plate of yogurt and mixed it until the yogurt
was a smooth brilliant purple.

by MAX NASH

“Tasteit.”

Pekmez has an intense, sweet and sour
grape taste, but with a dark, caramel flavor,
something like molasses. Emine handed us
fresh hot yeasty pieces of
homemade mayali, the
Hlatbread typical of the part
of Anatolia she and
Mustafa come from.
Mustafa spread the pekmez
on a piece of mayali and
handed it to me.

“It's good for your
lungs. If you have a cough,

if you have a cold, you

1 spent days trying to find

out what he meant by “pekrez dust.” Finally,
spoke with a young woman in the cultural
attaché's office at the Turkish Embassy in
Washington, D.C. She knew what pekrmez was,
but had never heard of pekrmez dust. She said
she'd ask around. A few days later she called
me back and said the Turkish finance minister
had overheard her talking about “pekmez
dust” with her colleagues. As a child, the
finance minister had seen pekmez being made
in his village.

“According to the finance mmw:r " the
young woman said, “the stuff they add to the
pekrnez is marl, or that's the English word for
it. However, the finance minister didn’t know

‘magnesi
1 could think of who might know why
Turkish added clay to cooked grape

peasants
juice was Harold McGee, author of two

interesting books on
kitchen science, On Food
and Cooking and The
Curious Cook. Contacted
at his home in Palo Alto,
McGee seemed unfazed
that a stranger should call
him with a question
about * dust.”

“Off the top of my
head,” he said, “the reason
they’d add marl to this
pekmez is that when you
reduce grape juice its acid-
ity becomes concentrated. Marl has a low pH
and would neutralize the acidity somewhat,
making the pekrmez ‘sweeter.”

“Just how Turkish peasants discovered
they could make pekmez less sour by adding
‘marl to it s, | guess, something of a mystery.”

North Park Produce (3551 H Cajon Boulevard,
619-516-3336) is the only store in town that
carries this particular brand of pekmez that
comes in the rustic wooden box. At $9.95, it's
expensive, and the store doesn't always have it
on hand. But North Park Produce is one of the
most interesting ethnic food stores in town and,
pekmez or o, is always worth a visit

Musiafa
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It'sone of those days that KUSI news weath-
erman John Coleman would call a “sorta
Santa Ana.” It's mid-December but it's 73
degrees at 9:30 a.m. and a warm offshore
breeze has blown clear the sky over the Mor-
ley Field Disc Golf Course. I'm here to play
a round of disc golf with Snapper Pierson,
the course pro.

After parking my car in the gravel lot
just off Pershing Drive, I meet Pierson at the
pro shop that occupies the west side of a con-
crete block building it shares with the bath-
rooms. “Let’s play a round,” he says after in-
troducing himself. He grabs a black duffel
bag full of discs and a straw broom from a cor-
ner of the shop and leads me around the
building to the first tee, located between the
bathrooms and the parking lot. Dressed in
tan shorts, long-sleeved blue T-shirt, and a
floppy sun visor, Pierson is a medium-sized
man who exudes a kind of physical enthusi-
asm. He walks with a quick, bounding step,
covering more ground per step than would
a man with longer legs. When we reach the
concrete tee box, he sets his bag on the nearby
bench and sweeps dirt off the concrete.

“On this hole, with this pin placement,”
he says as he leans the broom against the

and removes a white disc from his bag,
“I like to throw a roller. 'm going to throw

what's called a ‘scoobie’ roller. Now, a rolling
disc will curve toward its top side, so this
should curve to the right.”

With that, Pierson takes a two-step run
up and, with his righfhand, flips the disc onto
its edge. The disc rolls in an easy right turn
through the short grass under a tree and flops
down three feet from the pin, 180 feet away.
It's such an amazing sight that I can only
scratch my head and laugh. Pierson, amused
at my amazement, says, “There's more to disc

“putt.” Disc golf borrows much of the ter-
minology from club and ball golf — drive, ap-
proach shat, fairway, par, birdie — even terms
that don’t apply literally, like hole and tee.
Obviously, you never use a tee, though the
«concrete pad you throw the first shot on ev-
ery hole from is called the “tee box.” And the
“hole” is actually a five-foot pole with a metal
basket, two feet in diameter, halfway up the
jpole. From a ring attached to the top of the
pole like a hl]:»mtllduuuhulgdenb

golf than just throwing the disc.
a roller works just as well or better.”

I throw my disc, smaller in diameter than
a normal Frisbee and with a wedge-shaped

the basket

plftrmumd\rvwr}:du(mmﬂud-lm

which lb:nrh the impact with a CHING

sound, the disc into the basket. Only

when ﬂkdﬁnmmmhnﬂrpiﬂn
that hole.

edge, hoping that my left-handed drive will
bend around the & i i

pi
a direct shot. I fail. The disc carries itself
straight ahead leaving me 70 feet past the pin.
As we stride down the fairway to my disc,
Pierson points up and straight ahead, “See
our shoe tree?”

I've played here twice before but I've

dwn.mhnkzudmnmconmmmnmdr
jpatt. “And neither does this,” Pierson says as
he picks up his disc three feet from the base
of the pole and tosses it so that it lands on
the metal halo on the top. “This will happen
alot, and it’s not a made putt.

First “hole™

SCOOBIES UNDER THE SHOE TREE

Extraordinary

never noticed the dead tree, about 50 feet tall,
with somewhere near a hundred pairs of old
shoes tied together by their laces hanging
from all the branches. “That’s our famous
shoe tree,” Snapper says.

1find my disc and throw an approach to
the pin close enough to make the ensuing

Contact Lens Problems?

$9 6 ‘;'.ff

Tha i ot o et

Golf In Balboa Park

“Ed Headrick,” he continues as we huff
uphill toward the secand tee on the east edge
of the course, “who was a vice president at
‘Wham-O, invented the basket here called a
“disc pole hole. Afier that, the first disc golf
course was built in 1975.”

‘That first course was in Oak Grove Park

in La Cafiada near Pasadena. I went to high
never played there and never suspected it was
iatins i e =
modern Frisbee,” Pierson explains while

sweeping the second tee box. “Next to the
Hula Hoop, the Frisbee was the biggest thing
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that Wham-O had going.
But because he was em-
ployed by Wham-O, he
couldn't get paid for his in-
vention, which in tum made
‘Wham-0O millions of dol-
lars. Well, after he invented
the disc pole hole, he con-
vinced the powers that be at
Wham-O that if they devel-
oped these targets and put
in these Frisbee golf courses,
they would sell even more
Frisbees. So, they started a
matching-funds project,
What they would do is, they
allowed Ed to have his in-
vention of the basket, which
he patented. Then he went to
various Parks and Recre:

ation conventions, and he
told cities around the coun:

try thatif they had an arca of
their park they were having

a problem with — if they
had gang activity or just peo-
ple going in there causing
problems — that what they
needed to solve their prob-
lems was circulation flow.
And he had a game that
would create a circulation
flow and drive that bad ele-
ment out. And if the Parks
and Rec departments could
come up with $2500,
Wham-O would 'match it
with $2500. Then Ed would
come down and design the
course and have the Parks
and Rec do the installation of
the disc golf course. That's
how the first 50 or 60 went
in.

Pierson throws his drive
on the second hole, a dogleg
right about 200 feet long.
The throw banks right and

lands about 15 feet from the
pin. My drive takes off at too
high an angle and falls 80 feet
short, I end up with a five
on the hole, Pierson with his
second straight birdie two.
The third hole’s tee pad sits
right next to Pershing Drive.

« H. Pylori testing

e ;
If your stomach isnt happy...
neither are you!

Are you experiencing stomach pains or discomfort?
Do you suffer from nausea, bloating, heartburn or indigestion?

Medical Associates Research Group is conducting a clinical
research study of an investigational medication for the

treatment of H. Pylori-induced indigestion.

If you are experiencing symptoms and are over the age of 18,
you may be eligible for participation

Study participants will receive the following FREE of charge:

+ Study medication * Study-related tests
* Medical examinations * Compensation

MEDICAL ASSOCIATES RESEARCH GROUP
For further information, plcasc call Matt Thomas, R.N. at 858.292.5243.

son,

if you go over the edge there, Frisbee flight around 1976.
you're not in very bad shape. ‘We just adopted his termi-
You can throw it back up  nology, and it's become uni-
there” versal in disc sports. Stan’s
“Hyser" is a term disc a great guy. He's still a buddy

players use, meaning thenat-  of mine today.”
 licis in the flight i 's drive flies with
of s disc — to the left fora  theleft-tuming curve he pre-
normal right-hander throw- dicted but not enough. It
ing a normal backhand, to falls right of the pin about
the right foralefty. A curve 30 feet. My left-handed drive
: to the oppesite direction is  curves the opposite direc-
‘Suapper Persen preparesoputt called “anhyser.” Theterms tion and lands next to his.
actually apply more to the But while his approach shot
Pierson, after his traditional position of the disc at release. hits the basket and falls to
sweep, sets up to drive “It's hyser,” Pierson holds a the ground at the foot of the
downhill to the northwest. disc in backhand throwing pin, mine sails past the pin
Thepinsitsontheedgeofa  position, the outside, orleft  into the thicket, and my
gully overgrown with Cali-  edge, hanging below his third shot I have to throw
fornia and Brazilian pepper  hand; “anhyser,” he holds  under a tree branch and up
trees. “This is a real easy hole the outside up above the the hill. 'm lucky to make a
for righties because you're  hand. Thosetermsoriginally  four. The uphill walk to the

feeling goqg and pye?

having difficullyconcentrating?
lost interest in daily activities?
sleeping too much... or too little?
tired and fatigued?

E#P:tR S S"E "D

h  study an

for a

g for depressi i s
18 and older will be evaluated by a physician and receive
ressarch-related medical care during the study, all at no cost.

For more information please call:
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in 1972.7

fourth tee takes us through
a grove of jacaranda trees. “Who ran the course af -
“In May and June, they all  terit was built?” [ askaftera
“Alot of them were hereto  and' tor
begin with and we planted  theightie 2
a bunch of others. But,” he “The city was in charge
chuckles, “wé Bave a minor ‘of maintenance early on, but
with i I
of the stuff we plant gets  from almost the beginning, _
stolen.” Thefirst time I played here,
After his long floating 1 gota hole-in-one and shot
drive down the descending ing like one over par.
 Pierson restarts his 1 played seven rounds of golf
history of disc golf. “Re- with some unemployed
member I told you Ed Head- lawyer friends of mine, and
rick went to Parks and Rec I never went home. I gave
i : i upmy job ofa

of disc golf? Well, be talked

to a man here in San Diego

named John Walters, who is

now in charge of Torrey

Pines; a really nice fellow. He
charge of thi

&

water-goods store out in El

Cajon 30 days later. [ was

doing great, making $3000

a month, but I went on un-

employment to become a
i Frisbee

here at the time, and he was
a real gung-ho Parks and Rec
guy, young and active. And
this is still the days when
Parks and Rec believed that
their job was to maintain
parks and recreate people. If
1sound a little bitter, it's be-
cause I've had to deal with
them for alot of years. Any-
way, he was a great guy and
he got the matching funds
program from Wham-O
and he got the course put in

AAAAEATIA A
|59 2

P

1 had no idea how I was go-
ingtodoit, I just knew that
this is what I was going to
do. Well, at that time, Ed

disc golf; they were called
Midnight Flyers. And what
he would do is he'd go to a
course, find the top player,
and promote that person to
be his ‘course pro," then get
that person to sell his discs
for him on that galf course.

I\

FOR FALL 200(

That's how I got started
here”

We finish out the hole,
both with threes. Pierson
continues the story on the
walk to the fifth tee. “Early
on,"he recalls, “in about '79
or 80, the city abandoned
this area. They stopped wa-

. . tering, they stopped main-

taining this area, and trees

N Shoe tree

were dying right and left.
They were coming out and
cutting them down like
crazy. They called this an

nncpﬂn'mdoil;"pu

want to doiit, you do it.” So
Sraks

" playinghere,” he continuies.

“It's always been busy. But

’ daigg
in But sowly
we learned how to plant,
how to water, how to mow.

it's really pi
went pay-to-play in 1994,
and we were able to clean
the place up. Now, we get
more families and more
middle-class

Eventually we bought better was a period of time there,
mowers and that soft of  through the '80s, when we
thing, Buti Had i
seat-of-your-pants type of rh-mni_mhgwthem"
operation.” b i
Today, the ity provides “Oh, smoking weed,
> the drinking, selling drugs. This
around the course — “and one girl used to tum tricks in
they do a good job of it” — the bathroom. We had
but Pierson and a crew of ine addicts.
cightdoall i 1 inking, ‘How
on the course. The funds to can | get rid of you people?”

do it, including salaries,
come from green fees ($1 for
an all-day pass) as well as
pro-shop and concession-
stand rentals and sales. “It
turns out,” Pierson exphains,
“that in an average month
we'll have between 6000 and
8000 people playing. There
are nine people all together
that have to be supported

abandoncdarcaofthepark,  out here, and we're able to
and they weren't going to do get by just fine. None of us
any mai conit. | goi ing

said, ‘Hey, you've gotadisc  Jolla too scon, but we're not

golf course here and a lot of
people playing. It's not aban-
doned.’ They said, "We're

starving cither.
“We've always had a
good number of people

But before 1994, even
though I had a lease to run
the pro shop, | had no con-
trol over who could be here
and who couldn’t. It wasn't
until I went into a pay situ-
ation in 1994 that they
[Parks and Recreation]
me responsible for

area. When they told me
they wanted me to be re-
sponsible for the area, I told
thern, “Then [ want to have
control aver who is here,’
and they said yes.”

The front nine ends
with Pierson four under par
and me somewhere around

he Worlds Greaes A

(As seen in the Paris Hotel in Las Vegas)

CANVAS T

we transfer your family photos, too!

Monet * Renoir * Van Gogh * Picasso * Rembrandt
and over 80,000 more at a price you can afford!

10% OFF CUSTOM FRAMES l
Meation this ad.

™
PERMAGRAPH™ ART
Hazard Center (cast of 163 at Friars)
next to Barnes and Noble.
Open T days a week:
Mon.-Fri. 11 am-7 pm » Sat. & Sun. 11 am-6 pm
€19-692-2002

Give your clothes
an afterlifel

Find it.
Sell it
Trade it.

28 San Diego Reader February 17, 2000

than anyone else in San Diego.

FreeHi:r(jWar'e
DSL for your home
Connect ywr_bm_brofwﬂoo.

& 0007 ‘21 Asmugag mpeay ofing uvg




30 San Diego Reader February 17, 2000

Fast!

No matter what you do online, going faster
makes it better. Road Runner's cable connection
saves you time and there's no need for a phone

line. Speed surfing is now a reality.

TIME WARNER
CABLE
ROAD RUNNER

eight over. The tenth hole is

the dirt like a mortar shell,

right of where I intend to
hurl them. So on the 15th
tee, on the other side of the

pro shop from the first tee,
1 dmde to ask Pierson, 3

raising a doud of dust. He'll back to throw, and get the
[ave about a seven-foot putt. back edge of the disc up.
My plan is to throw my  That'll make the flight a lit-
drive, with medium hyser tle more level. Also, you're
angle, straight south through ~ swinging your arm around
anopeningin thetrees,and in an arc when you throw.
let it curve to the right to- ‘What you want 1o do instead
the pin. Good plan, . is pull through.”
My drive hits Hedemonstrates, turn-
dflls  ing his shoulders so that
to the ground 30 feet off the they're facing to the left side,
tee. Pierson me ing straight back with
on the short walk to my disc, his right hand, holding it
advising me on how to get about shoulder height, and
through the trees to the pin. finally pulling past his torso
1 finish with a five, he tosses and into release position.
in his putt for a two, and we “Of course, you's ruldhﬁ
head off south through the you would reverse that’
eucalyptus trees 1o the next 1 apply the lesson. It

tee. “I didn't want to do the
pay-for-play thing,” Pierson
confesses as we tread
through the woods. “I
fought it for a long time,
mainly because it was being
forced on me by a guy that |
really couldn’t stand. He
used 10 be in charge of the
central division of Parks and
Recreation. He was an old
Marine guy named Jack
Krasovich. He retired a long
time ago, but when he was
around, he was mean to us.

feels funny, like I'm not
putting enough effort into
it, but the results are good.
My disg soars in level flight
and floats four feet above the

fortunately, | aimed the shot
0o farleft. On the 16¢h hole,
1 overcorrect and throw my
drive too far right, butit stll

2 fouti fity.

Hewasa
son of a gun. But it was his
suggestion to go pay-for-
play, and because it was his,
1was against it. But eventu-
ally it dawned on me, ‘Hey,
if we charge, we can fix the
place up and we can take
control aver it. Thisisa good
thing." It was a big experi-
ment beuuxtd-xgolﬂud
been free all

50 I'm happy. On top of that,
I make the 40-foot putt for
birdie. “Great putt!” Pierson
yells over the CHING of the
disc hitting the chains. “That
makes it all worth it.”

‘The course finishes with
the heavily wooded 17th
hole, which Pierson has
named “Mirkwood,” after
the in]RR

since its inception. 'I‘hexe
weren't any pay courses
Then we were the big
experiment.”

The 10th through 14th
holes make up the most
challenging portion of the
Morley Field course. The

Tolkien's Lord of the Rings.
‘Then the downhill 18th and

was, ‘Don’t put a tee pad in
down there on 19 while 'm
gone,” because at the time
we were pouring new tee

in the middle of all these
holes. Peoplc teeing off for
the first time on 15 land right
here all the time. That's why
there’s no bench here and
whye 1 will never put a bench
here.”

My last drive is good
enough to finish with a par
three. Pierson closes out his
round with a sailing drive,
which follows the gentle left
curve of the fairway and set-
tes in the grass a foot from
the pin, 250 fect away. As we
trudge up the hill after it, he
finishes the story of Morley
Field Disc Golf Course.

“I told you before that
we were the big experiment
in pay-for-play disc golf
courses. Well, the experi-
ment was successful. Now
there are tons of pay courses,
and the sport has gone nuts
the last couple of years
Three years ago, there were
400 or 500 courses around
the world. Now there are
over 1000. As soon as we
started charging, we gotalot
more peupl:. because we

started putting the money
back into the place, and it
became a nice place to be.
Disc golf became a great

calyptus grove

fence of the course, making
accuracy more important
than it was on the first nine
holes of the course. It's in
the first four holes of this
five-hole stretch that my per-
formance goes from bad to
worse. My drives never seem
10 go where [ think they're
going to go. Usually, they
take off higher and to the
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They were being murdered by the light. I watched and said nothing.

‘When we began our lunch, the sun was just burnishing the windowsill. It was a

PRrRe——

hot day and Linda had left the window open so that air could circulate. But because
the sun moves, by the time we finished eating, a great deluge of sunlight was pour-

ing into the room. Light crashed onto the dining table, where it reduced our luncheon
things — the knives and forks and glasses and plates smeared with the remains of
our meal — to a single intense glare. I shut my eyes, squinching them so tight that
neon shapes pulsed against my lids.

Meanwhile, Linda and Kevin talked about their birthdays. Over the years they
have marked those days by doing something special: a La Jolla bed and breakfast
with fat, downy pillows and warm croissants and freshly squeezed orange juice in the
morning; a room at the Catamaran hotel; dinner at the Afghani restaurant Khyber
Pass, where they ate lamb with vegetable curries over saffron rice. For Kevin’s last birth-
day, the pair taxied to Loews Coronado Bay Resort, a swank hotel-restaurant—recre-
ation center with a marina. After dinner in the elegant restaurant, they strolled the
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grounds before settling into a deluxe guest room for the night.
“We had a beautiful time.” Linda sighed. “Didn’t we?”
That was when I opened my eyes.

She was sitting a little forward in her seat, mindless of the sunlight or the luncheon’s
bright wreckage. Both her hands were on the table. White light sliced across her fin-
gers and cut off her nose. Next to her, Kevin had a bright blade buried in his forehead.

Linda Flores and Kevin Kelly wmbom

10 her ind takes a golden-wheat sheen in the sun.

almost 50 years ago, ata vh med-
ical procedure to bundle preemies into incubators where
oxygen was piped in to keep them alive. It was discov-
ered, eventually, that an excess of oxygen damages the in-
fant’s retinas and optic nerves, but the fruits of this med-
ical research came too late for an army of middle-aged
men and women who make their ways through U.S. streets
today, tapping along with red-tipped white canes or led
by solemn guide dogs. That afternoon, Linda, 49, and
Kevin, 47, had not a clue that across from me they looked
like they were being bludgeoned by the light. Indeed, if I'd
caten my lunch with a spoon or picked my teeth with my
fork, they would not have known. They have never seen
me or anyone else.

Linda, who was married to a Mexican (hence the
Spanish surname), has straight dark brown hair that falls

Her dusty olored lan blouse had a cro-
cheted collar. She told me she tried applying makeup one
time and made such a mmnfh:rulf[llluhenzmnkd
again. That aft bu soft. Kevin
I\unb-ldpntm:roumiﬂlbyawlumofsoﬁmyhmr
he clips his beard close and stays in shape with an exer-
cise schedule so that he looks like a hip and healthy Santa
Claus. The middle child (and only boy) in a family with
four girls, he spent 13 years under the strict regime of a
residential school for the blind. He is always neat and well
put together. His shoes are kept polished.

Both their faces seem slightly naked. Their eyes are a
little sunken and their lids fail to fully cover the eyes, like
drapes that just miss reaching the floor. I've heard of cases
in which blind people’s eyelids were sewn down to cover
empty sockets, but not here; the bit of Linda’s right iris that

1 can see appears to be hmwn. the other blue, maybe
Kevin, with the fair of the Irish, h:
that change color. That aftemoon he wore lpdnlhlrl
with wide blue bands running across his chest and his
eyes shown light blue.

“What does beauty mean to yout*

Linda and Kevin in their

‘meuumdynuhld-hunuﬁimndum
1 said, “and | wondered what you meant.”

Linda said that it was a really nice place to be and
that they'd had a great time.

“Yes, but you said the word ‘beautiful,’ and it makes
me wonder what beauty means to you. What is your ex-
perience of beauty?”

Some sunrises and most sunsets, or when I see leaves
lifted, shimmering, by a breeze, sometimes when I stand
before a painting with its wash of colors — all these can

be like whiskey to my senses. The experience of beauty
has left me buzzing as if I'd chugged down a Starbucks dou-
ble mocha or gasping as if I'd been slapped in the face
with cold water, Beauty can stun me into silence or leave
me rapturous and jabbering. But Linda and Kevin have
never seen a cloud or a bird. What is beauty for someone
who has never seen anything, and how is it experienced?
My question had sliced deep in the middle of their con-
versation, but that was okay.

The three of us talk easily together; we argue, we de-
bate, we laugh a lot. With me they - 0
blindness. They joke about the insensitivity the sighted
sometimes show in their dealings with blind people, and
they nail blind folks for their dependencies and plaintive
cries of entitlement. (What are the first words, they once
asked me, that blind people say when they die and go to
heaven? “Help!”) But they are conscious of the social ills

that affect the blind and the sighted alike. According to
them, if people were 1o take greater delight in their sur-
roundings, to explore what gives them pleasure, there
would be little need for rehabilitation centers. So maybe
my question had been rudely put, but I had no reason to
believe that they were annoyed by the attempt of a sighted
person to inquire into the world of the blind.

The question harked back to stories I'd heard about
how, if you lost one sense it wasn't such a tragedy because
the other four kicked in. Weren't blind people like lizards,
which grow a new tail if the old one is lost? Aren’t the
blind said to experience better hearing, a stronger sense of
smell, a keener touch? In the end, maybe Linda and Kevin
knew something sbout beauty that I didn't. Maybe a glo-
rious red sunset streaking the sky hangs about the shoul-
derslike a cashmere collar and the blind person recognizes
thatimperceptible weight. Maybe a pink-and-buttercup-

Linda Flores and Kevin Kelly

[[l BIBn’t blind people

like lizards that grow new tails

if the old one is lost?
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les the air and makes it taste
sweeter. Who knows.

“Would you be mare
specifict” Linda said.

“Okay, right now,” I
said, prepared to start with
basics, “at this very minute,
what are you seeing?”

Kevin turned his head
slightly, pinning me down
by the direction of my voice.

“That’s interesting,” he
mused, and paused a mo-
ment. "I don't see
anything.”

In the presence of blind
people, | am more aware of
voices, my own and theirs.
Both Kevin and Linda have
voices that are nicely mod-
ulated, sweet-sounding.
Hers is like silver bells, a
voice perfect for the crisis
intervention she used ta do,
silvery tones that would
calm a man and lure him
down from a rooftop.
Kevin's is more mellow.

“Me either,” said

“How can you see
nothing? That's a contra-
diction in terms.”

“Okay.” said Kevin.
“What I'm looking at is a
blank, literally.”

That was, [ snapped,
just another contradiction
in terms.

My frustration was im-
mediate and intense. | felt
like when I failed to under-
stand a woman's unhappi-
ness Of a teenager's angst —
the first because [ was an in-
sensitive man and the sec-
ond because | was too old
and out of it. A chasm of

differing experiences had
opened at our feet, leaving
us feeling separate and iso-
lated. Kevin may have never
seen anything, but | had
never been blind. I was
basking in the privileged as-
sumptions of the sighted,
that to be without vision was

to be diminished, to be less-
than.

Of course I'd wondered
what it was like to be blind.
As a kid I'd played blind
man'’s bluff and pin the tail
on the donkey. Secretly, |
imagined being blind was
like that — a child’s game
that ended when the blind-
fold was removed and you
opened your eyes. And if
you couldn't open your
eyes, then being blind was
like the dark moment just
before falling asleep, when |
closed my eyes and took the
images that had accumu-
lated during the day and
drew them down into
dreams. So Kevin said that
he was seeing a blank, and,
all right, I'd go with that,
and I came up with two im-
ages ofa blank — the wall in
my living room and the

TV screen set to chan-
nel 3 before I putin a video.
They were the only blanks I
could think of, but neither
was really a blank. Both had

color.
"When you say you're
looking at a blank,” I said, “I
betit's probably more like a
black wall. What do you
think?™

“What's black?™ asked
Linda.
The apartment Linda Flo-
reslives in is half a block off
El Cajon Boulevard, on a
street with unremarkable
front yards and no trees.
Her two-story building sits
sideways, a camel-brown af-
fair eager to lose itself in a
desert of anonymous apart-
ment units and modest sin-
gle-family stucco boxes
planted on hard dirt. How-
ever undistinguished the
neighborhood may be, it
feels safe. When friends
drop her off evenings and
she makes her way alone
from the curb to the stairs to
her front door, Linda has no
fear of what she may meet.

Mornings, she heads
for the corner where she
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catches the #115 that runs
along El Cajon Boulevard
to go to the San Diego Cen-
ter for the Blind and Vision
Impaired on 59th Street,
where she and Kevin work.
Mornings are the domain
of curious children.

“Can | pet your dog?
Does he bite?”

The girl was the tallest
of four children who ranged
in age from three years to
six. They were on their way
to the grocery store and had
run ahead of their mother,
who was halfway down the
block wheeling a baby
carriage

“What's his name2”

Joe, Linda’s guide dog,
isa Labrador retriever with
a thick coat of chocolate-
brown hair. At the moment
he bore the patient expres-
sion of a farm animal,
imaybe a cow. The youngest
child, with dusty skin and
uncombed hair, eyed Joe,
whose actual expression
notwithstanding, undoubt-
edly looked mean, for the
child kept his distance even
as his older sisters and
brother moved closer. The

second girl stretched for-
ward. “You sure he don't
bite?" she asked as the oth-
ers— carefully, tenderly —
laid on hands.

“What's his name?”
they whispered.

Linda said his name
was Joe. Her head slightly
cocked, she held firmly onto
the leather harness and leash
so that Joe stood in place.
The children marveled at his
size, his thick brown coat,

- hs large head.

“Hi, Joe,” they mur-
mured, bending close, talk-
ing directly to him.

After a moment the
oldest girl looked up at
Linda, studying her
“What's wrang with your

es?”

“I'mblind," said Linda.
“My eyes are broken.”

“Can you see me?”

“I see you with my
mind."

“Does he bite?” piped
the youngest boy, who had
at last sidled closer, one
small hand gingerly
extended.

Joe's portrait hangs in
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Linda's living room. The
day of our luncheon, his
harness was looped around
the doorknoby, Linda’s back

pack and belt pack were
dropped on the couch along
with alight jacket and some
papers. Linda spends her
days at the center and many
of her evenings attending
community-action meet

ings and sitting on com-
mittees. Both she and Kevin

call themselves “people per
sons,” and she (more than
he) is happy on committees,
a social-rights activist with
little time for housekeeping,
Joe's photograph and a
mud-brown cuckoo clock
are all that relieve the bare-
ness of her living room
walls. Linda can hear the
clock and feel its hands, the
tiny door, the little birdie.
But there are few ways she
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Linda (cemter) at cooking class

can enjoy the photograph,
which seems, finally, to have
been put up as an accom-
modation to sighted visitors.
| gazed at the photograph
from my place at the table

“I see you've got Joe's
picture on the wall,” 1 said,
getting up 10 ‘ake a better
look.

Joe heard hus name and
stirred under the table
where he'd been dozing

“Stay!” ordered Linda, her
voice no longer silver bells
but heavy metal. This is the

* voice she was told in obedi-

ence training to use with her
guide dog. From under the
table there came an expul-
sion of breath, like an old
man huffing, and then
quiet.

In the portrait, Joe is
posed before a fake forest
scene, a backdrop of deep,
almost violent, bluish green
hues. His gaze fixed, he ap-
pears at once solemn and
yleldmg. like a bean-bag

"I.m t he beautiful?”

head turned

not to me but to the chair
where I'd been sitting.

“Are you goofing on
me about my beauty
question?”

“Not at all. Joe is
beautiful.”

Kevin is a counselor at
the Center for the Blind and
is by profession and per
sonal habit quick to pick up
hints of disquiet. Maybe he
heard the querulous note in
my voice because he chose
to interject just then some-
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thing about how special Joe
was, what a good dog he was
for Linda. (Kevin does not
have  guide dog but prefers
to use a collapsible cane. He
likes the independence.)

Yes, I said. Joe was
beautiful. (The picture re-
minded me of those mall
shots of kids dressed up and
grinning at the camera, em-
bossed with holiday greet
ings, with “From Our
House to Yours.”)

“I knew you'd agree.
Now what about some
dessert?” Linda slid back her
chair and stood. I asked if 1
could help. “No, you just
sit,” she said, remaving
plates from the table. Linda
had cooked lemon chicken

- breasts and, for me, because
~ lSn‘l eat meat, a casserole
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with corn, zucchini, and
cHeese that was called a
“calavazas.” Kevin, the
gourmet among us, brought
aquinoa-pistachio pilaf with
dried apricots. We were
playing luncheon musical
«chairs. Lunch was at Kevin's
next; then it was my turn.

“Can | drop the blinds?
There's a glare,” I said.

“Sure.”

Reaching over Kevin's
shoulder, I yanked at the

cord. The blinds sang down
in a rush. | louvered them,
rotating the aluminum slats.
so that two dozen thin lines.
of white light podred in a
pretty cascade onto the
floor. Once down, the blinds
cutoff much of the fresh air
that had come through the
open window and it was in-
stantly warmer.

“Better?” asked Kevin,
looking nowhere.

“What kind of ice
cream do you want?” Linda
was at the counter, which
was cluttered with dishes
and pots, some clean, some
used to prepare our meal.
Kevin likes strong, freshly
brewed coffee and had got
ten Linda's coffeemaker
perking. With the aroma of
coffee, the shade and the
sudden heat, we might have
been sitting on the veranda
of a Kenya plantation. Sud
denly the meal and the heat
promised to make me
drowsy. | was glad for the
caffeine that was coming.

1 said any kind of ice
cream for me. Kevin said
same here. He stood and
made his way around the
table. It was his job to serve
the coffee.

“And it’s a good thing

t00,” joked Linda. She ex-
tracted a pint of ice cream
from the freezer and
slammed the door. “ Because
all I've got is strawberry, and
that's what you're getting.”
Kevin smacked his lips
together. “0-0-0-0, straw-
berry’s the best,” he said.
“You bet. Strawberry's
the best,” echoed Linda. She
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Kevin, Linda, and Joe

scooped out the ice cream
while holding the fingers of
her lefi hand lightly against
the rim of the dessert dish so
she could feel when the ice
cream had reached her
point of measure. Kevin was
doing the same thing, the
tipofhis forefinger held in-
side the cup to caich the heat
of the rising coffee.
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“You know, I never
knew how you two met,” I
said.

We were at the table
again, each with a dish of
pink ice cream littered with
chunks of strawberry. 1
dropped a spoonful into my
coffee.

“The same way we met
you,” said Linda. “Some

hings are just supposed to
happen.”

“No, seriously,” I said.

Linda said she was se-
rious. Then she turned to
Kevin. “How did we meet,
Kevin?"

Like Linda, Kevin held
his spoon in his right hand
while his left hand held the
dish in place; the fingers of
that hand were used to oc-
casionally graze the surface
of his dish. This way he
could monitor where the ice
cream was and how much
he had left.

“Remember,” he said,
“you asked me to that John

Power-

For her 44th birthday,
friends had presented Linda
with money to take Joe to a
dog psychic. Linda thought
it would be interesting for
her as well as for Joe, but
somehow she never found
the time. “And the money
lay in a drawer,” she said.
“Then I heard John Denver
was in town and I like him,
50 I decided to invite some
friends and I also thought it
would be nice to invite
Kevin. I'd seen him around
work, but I didn't really
know him well. The evening
was pretty casual.”

“Yeah, but then it
turned rocky,” Kevin re-
minded her, pushing aside
his empty dish.

“That’s right.”

That night the two cou-
ples had dinner in a Mexi-
can restaurant and then
planned to walk to the con-
cert at Embarcadero Marina
Park South, behind the
Convention Center. How-
ever, over dinner Linda and
Kevin discovered they didn't
have much to say to the
other couple. After the meal,
they lost them in the crowd
heading for the concert.

“And we didn't see

D
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them for the rest of the
ing.” said Li

“And,” added Kevin,
“you and | have been friends
ever since.”

trait hanging over the couch
was of a studied sentimen-
tality. He had been -hom

puppy urge to frolic, the

The pint of ice cream
had been left on the counter bouts of doggy recalci-
and was melting. “I'll put it trance — all that was a nat-
away,” | said, standing, | tore ural part of his canine her-
off a sheet of paper towel, itage — had been pretty
wiped the bottom of the  much erased. Today Joe, his
container, then muzzle gone gray, was a
freezer door and stood  guide dog, educated to serve
there, dumt th blind p
The refrigerator was son: Linda. Joe was stolid
old, and frosthad accumu-  and dependable; he would
lated so there was a hodge- not attempt to fles if a run-
podge of frosty-white pack-  away school bus were
agesand containers, mostly  hurtling toward Linda. He
fromeach  did not sniff other dogs or
other. When you think get into fights. He did not
aboutit, packages of frozen  growl, and I'd never heard

vegetables feel different
from packaged meats,
‘which get wrapped in plas-

tic at the grocery store; and
leftovers in Tupperware or
aluminum foil feel different
from frozen vegetables from
Birds Eye;and, sure, the pint
container in my hand was
of ashape and pliability that
indicated it held ice cream.
So everything I saw that
looked as if it had been set
in the freezer higgledy-pig-
gledy could be identified by
touch, but it still was a won-
der to me how Linda did
50 — not just how she se-
lected what she wanted, but
how she even knew what she
had

Without a word, 1
jammed the ice cream into

as embarrassed as if I'd
walked in on Linda while
she was dressing. What Isaw
in her refrigerator was no
different from what is found
in lots of freezers, under
people’s beds or inside their
closets, in medicine cabinets
or underwear drawers.
Linda had been married, not
just once but twice; she had
raised a family. Wasn't she
now, like all those who live
alone, free to spread out, to
enjoy chaos, to make up her
own language of order?

“Leave the dishes,” she
said. “I'll take care of them
later.”

“Are you sure!” asked

him bark. He'd been
neutered and would never
be a dad. But he obeyed or-
ders and could handle him-
self in a maze of traffic like
nobody’s business. As dogs
20, he probably wasn't a hot
date, but he was noble. The
picture failed to do him
justice.

“See?" said Linda, sens-
ing correctly that I was pat-
ting Joe. “Isn’t he beautiful?”

Kevin reminded Linda
of an upcoming meeting at
work; then he and [ left. In
the car 1 brought up Linda’s
freezer,

“I mean, I wonder if
she even knows what she’s

™

“Really?” he said, and
1 heard the disapproval in
his voice. After all, nobody
likes to hear his best friend
criticized. But Kevin was
wrong. | was not riticizing
her. Rather, it came to me
then that what [ was doing
was much worse.

The truth was that if
Linda had been sighted, 1
would not have thought
twice about either the state
of her refrigerator or the
bareness of her apartment.
She was like lots of women
1 knew who were devoted
to their careers, their vol-
unteer work, or their polit-
ical-action groups; some

i moth-
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ers and they overlooked a
messy house because their
priorities lay elsewhere.
Linda was active on com-

leyed the sink mittees i ith multi-
nmwaulotofmumw cultural concerns, minority
wash up. aging, and the Americans
“Oh, sure,” she said, with Disabilities Act. But she
waving a hand in the air. was blind. And didn’t blind
“Just leave them.” people operate under the
Joe pulled himself out dictum that there is a place

from under the table as
Kevin and I stood and gath-

ered our things. Joe's por-

for everything and every-
thing has its place? (What
about Audrey Hepburn as
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asexy blind woman in a des
perate battle of wits with an
evil Alan Arkin in Wait Un-
il Dark? Didn't she go crazy
and bang into things when
he switched the furniture
around on her?) Whatever.
For I realized that | was
holding Linda to a higher
standard than 1 myself
would hnw:wudonm In
aword, | was di

against her, dictating how
she should live. Because she

was blind.

“Well, maybe it wasn’t
50 bad.” I scrambled for
something else to talk about.
“Tell me again. That first
night you and Linda went
out, how could you just lose
the couple you were with?
Were they sighted?”

“One of them was.”

“Well, how could it
happent?™

Kmn has a pinkish

t shows its

blush, and his cheeks now
went red. He lives only a few

blocks from Linda,andas]  counseling session.” friends. Their jobs are to
made the turn onto Coll- At the Center for the counsel, instruct, and sup-
wood, I got the story out of Blind, Kevin, a counselor, jport the blind and the par.
him,howheand Lindahad  and Linda, an instructor,  tiallyblind in their attempts
sat down to eat dinner ata help sight-disabled damu to take control of their lives.
Mexican and al- They know i the
most at once found them- designed for the sighted. difficulties the blind face;
scives in trouble. They encourage folks to  indeed, the evening of the

“They were needy,” he mvequd anxieties  John Denver concert, as
said. time they made their way toward
at work with needy people, arm-huhmn_n- the Convention Center, they
people who have to learn to rant and order a meal, to go found the maze of steel
take ibili ize thei tracks the peo-

lives. We did not want to
turn the evening into a

homes and their relation-

ple. them, the noise
and lack of familiar cues
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asblind people mustif they

sensed would draw them
into a relationship of de-
pendency with the other
couple. And Kevin and
Linda didn’t want it, espe-
a.ny. they felt their din-

were quite ca-
pablz of taking care of
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“After dinner, outside
the restaurant, they said they
wanted to walk slower, and
50 we said that we wanted
to get good seats and that
we'd see them there. And
we took off.”

As they sought out the
Convention Center, Kevin
said they asked for direc-
tions and people polmed
and said, "Over there!

quzmynuanlmls
it!” These directions meant
little to them. Over and over
again, he told me, in a situ-
ation like this, a blind per-
son must keep his compo-
sure and not shut down or
get frantic. “We had to hold
the people accountable, to

2 firect

they found their way to the
concertand, as well, learned
much about each other.

“We were both strong
and we knew it. And that's
the story.”

We were in the park-
ing lot at Kevin's apartment.
The sun was blazing
overhead.

“Next time lunch is on
you, remember?”

Kevin said he was look-
ing forward to it.

On the way out of the
lot, in my rearview mirror,

W EXTENSION j0i8 @

JUVENILE LAW 1 watched him turn and
T&:-:L - walk up an incline to the
bisbraplesr Qu«-unry.(o—mnli build-
oriiee ing. There was a thick steel
S 2 Vi Ppost set in concrete between
76080649 the parking area and the en-

trance. Moving toward the

e door, he made a small side-

T WHEN CAN A CHILD B2 REMOVED) step to the left w0 avoid the

B cover reoczvI e e o e ke post,then as neatly as a rab-

N REUNMIFICATION

14 RELATIVE FLACEMENT inside.
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; Jes—— i ok e g e Cecil Snyder and June

PATERNITY Quick were both from small
towns in central Nebraska.
He was a quiet,

‘man, a printer who put
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ter, into boxed rows and
columns. They married in
1948, Linda was their only
child,

“Which I don’t think |
much minded except that it
would have been nice to
have somebody help with
the chores.”

Linda's parents and

'wanted her to

they planned outings and
lessons to teach her about
the world. In connection
with these lessons, Linda re-
calls that her maternal
grandmother, Grandma
Quick, always made sure
that their time together —
whether it was camping or
making mud pies — was

Cecil and June Snyder
moved from Nebraska to
San Diego in 1956. He gota
job at Rovers Printers on
Columbia Street. June
room house on Whelan
Drive in San Carlos. Linda
had gone to a residential
school for the blind in Ne-
braska City, but she enrolled
at schools with sighted chil-
dren in San Diego that were
designated to teach children
with specific disabilities.
Linda attended Garfield EJ-
ementary School in Normal
Heights, then Roosevelt Ju-
nior High School in Balboa
Park, and finally Crawford
High School. She was well
liked and describes her

i , overall, as happy.
With one exception.

“When I was eight, 1
‘went to get a hug from my
mother and she pushed me
away and told me 1 was too
old to be hugged.” Before
then, they had laughed and
played together, but June
Snyder wasinand out of the
hospital (a diabetic, she suf-
fered a number of debilitat-
ing strokes). Linda con-
ceded that she may have
been in a lot of pain. “Still,
1 know people who are sick

daughter chats. Linda
learned to keep things ona
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superficial level. June
smoked cigarettes and
planted flowers, she worked
out her crossword puzzles
and lost herself in copies of
Reader’s Digest. The mar-
riage was not a happy one.

Every Sunday after-
noon, Linda went on a long
walk with her father. He
would always buy her an ice
cream at the Navajo Shop-
ping Center. Cecil Snyder
oot i 5

Camp Bloomfield, in
Malibu.

At 12, she earned her
ham-radio license and

mission) icense. Soon they

were reg-
— not just by radio
but also by phone. By the

Junior Achievement, where,
in projects meant to instill
business know-how, her
team made and sold coast-
ers and trivets. (“We met
every week and the only
thing I looked forward to
was the grape soda.”) Linda
spent two weeks each sum-
mer ata camp for the blind,

turned the extra bedroom time she was a junior in high
of their home into a com- school, Linda was sneaking
munication center. Tapping down to his place.
out Morse code on her “I'd have my parents
Sy dioset,shecon-  drop atagirlfriend's
nected with radio operators house; then I'd take the
as far away as Samoa, Aus-  Greyhound.
tralia, and Japan. Two years Witt suffered from
later, when she was 14,she  muscular dystrophy and was
i confined to a wheelchair. He
someone much closer to had a thin upper body and

John Witt lived in San
Ysidro. A friend introduced
him to Linda saying he
wanted to become a ham-
radio operator. She agreed
to coach him in Morse
code for his FCC (Federal
Communications Com-

edema, or swelling, in his
stomach and legs. When

first met him, he was
28 years old, exactly twice
her age.

) "He was five when he
was diagnosed with muscu-
lar dystrophy. He was sup-
posed to die by the time he

» Do you spend a lot of time worrying?

« Are you having trouble concentrating or
does your mind go blank?
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* Are you having problems sleeping?
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you
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from Crawford in 1967 asa
member of the Spanish
Honor Society, Witt

Spanish. Concerned with

Linda, with a secret
world separate from her life
at home or school, gradu-
ated from Crawford in May.
Her mother then sat her
down for what she deemed
was a long-oyerdue discus-
sion of Linda's college plans.
June Snyder had meant for
her daughter to move com-

fortably in a sighted world;
now she wanted her to at-
tend a four-year college —
something June had not

vantage. She did not know
how to cook or manage a
house, how to write checks
or live on her own. She

were sure the time spent at
the Orientation Center for
the Blind in Albany would

do her good. While the Al-
bany program ran for six
months, in the end a com-
promise was struck: Linda
got three months.

“It gave me certain
skills and even if | wasn't

her return to San

out of school and an-
nounced that she was leav-
ing home to marry John
Witt. Her parents hit the
roof.

“I'd made my an-
nouncement and was in my

#IG*
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room plckml and my

ther was yelling at me,

saying | wasn't going any-

where. I pushed her out of
the way.”

June Snyder thought

throwing

she but sick and sure to die
soon. She went after the
friend Witthad sent tohelp
Linda with her things.
Wearing her house slippers,
she kicked the man in the
shins and screamed, “Damn
your soul! Damn your
soull”

Linda, her bags packed,
‘was at the door when her
matum: “If you walk out
that door,” she warned,
“don’t ever think you can
walk back in.”

The wedding was at a
small Baptist church in San
Ysidro. Cecil Snyder was
there to give his daughter
away. He was not happy
‘with the situation, he ad-
mitted, but he was willing
to doanything to keep from
losing his child. Today, he
maintains an affectionate
relationship with her.

John and Linda had
been married six months
when John convinced her
to try to reconcile with her
mother.

“I can never accept
you,” June told her on the
phone. “You are not my
daughter anymore.” Then
June hung up.

marriage.
‘That time together taught
her, she says, what it is to
love someone and to be
loved.

With muscular dystro-
phy, the muscles atrophy
and the person cannot
cough enough to dear his
lungs. As her husband’s
health deteriorated, Linda

hit with a presentiment of
her husband’s death. “1 just
had a feeling,” she told me.
She grabbed a towel and
covered. L rushed
out to him. Witt was sitting
in his motorized wheelchair.
What's the matter, he asked.
She hugged him close and
said nothing. Not long af-
terward, she was at his bed-
side in Bay General Hospi-
tal in Chula Vista; Wit lay
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‘with ber dient, Linda taught Y

unmoving unsble tospesk  home and lay on the bed. 1 “I figured we could  Chula Vista, where right  bandgotajobasamental- the Blind in the mid-'70s, & . ) R e R L
(they had by then, she said,  didn't think I'd ever be able m.pdﬁewﬁ:.: ty uu;t;L H-:i-uuum—; N ijl"[iliﬂ!l!'i?’ ‘aod vl o ook ki e
told each other what needed  to recover.” she said, reflecting on Her husband was a drinker, returned family needed Al Ll § ] 1 JAE Kmowiedged the diffculties
saying). Linda listened to She was 21 and a extended courtship that fol- and to San Diego. They moved and she was happy i . . blind people have and Atlas Wholesale F‘_,ﬁ“(u,e
the low hum of the ma- idow. lowed their meeting and her he verbally abused her. At into a trailer park near Im- 1o getout of the house. One . A; 5.(\ i{ —— iti—' pl, » helped him face the many
chins e was hooked up 19, Witt'stwin sister,Joun, _ decision to marry again. the time, Linda(whotoday  perial Beach. Their daugh-  of her clients was Kevin \! led 1 Fld okl
to the sounds of the busy invited Lindato visitherin ~ “He had vision and |  acknowledges ber pasthis-  terwasbom in1981. Coburn, a gay doctor who ally died of complications
hospital. She did not, her-  Alaska. It was here, three Her hushand stopped  had retired from the Navy. Toas: A8 il ‘soihes
self, recognize a change in  months after her husband's drinkingafter that Still,the  Diagnased with AIDS, he callod o't o hd g
his condition, but suddenly  death, that she got the news verbal abuse continued.  soon lost his sight. ity wented vy ghuak
an announcement of"Code  that her mother had died. Bn i Terms like ;Pendeja! Estip- “1 didn’t tell my hus- i Gimgei) e
Blue!” or “Code Nine!” (she Upon her retum to San Kevin was 14, idal jCabrona! tang out  band about working with e il mcs in B S
«can no longer recall which) Linda: from their mobile home. him because be'd have or- ront arve 0. undér-
sounded out over the pub- her Sl checks by working " e s Linda's self-esteem hit rock dered me to sit down and stand.” seid Linda, “1 felt ke
lic address Whatshe a5 a health-care side fora 1S mother started drinking. bottom, and her children,  then stood over me for lmmm""m‘d"m“mw
remembers next is thata  person who had suffered y as they grewup, responded  hours, going over how the ST toae acd thcn
medical team rushed in to from polio. With time on thought, well, if someone tory of cod d to the envi-  disease was infectious and ‘o have this man, whohust
the room and someone  her hands, she decided 1o who i sighted really likes  blamed herself for his be-  ronment by getting into  how I'd bring it home with v s w0 iy -
asked her to leave. John volunteer a few hours a  me then | must be okay.” havior. Their trouble. (Linda d ik me, that such people were pi: m-hlpnmtoﬂumg
Wit's deathin January 1971 week at the Tijuana School After they were mar- with her trying speak idsandthe  scum, and what made a s ok
was listed as the result of for the Blind. Her future ried in 1975, her husband wplsem him. Thc:r first  harshtoll her marriage took like me think H" odiie ralal Gt
P ia and congesti ond was able to legally immi-  child, a boy, wasborn i on them.) I could help anybody ot v s iasi
heart failure. a student volunteer at the  grate. The couple moved 1977, The family moved to Lindahadworkedasan  anyway.” Aipsort oF & gliRiend

“Afterward, 1 went  school. into Linda's apartment in  Sonoma, where her hus-  instructor at the Center for Working for months o iy Sl e
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1f you have been

may be

She decided to get a guide
dog.

For five years, Linda
had had to take two buses
and a trolley to go to work.
It was a commute of an
hour and a half each way,
and it began and ended un-
der dangerous conditions.
Her trailer park at Saturn
and Palm sat across the
street from a Home Depot.
Each day, she'd travel up an
unpaved road with cars
roaring by and big rigs
parked along the way. Time
and again, she said, she'd

you
22 V‘i‘ \y) suffeing foe depresion. Affliated Research Institute kocated in Mision Valiy, l’ooo FRE E walked into one of the
parked trucks whose bod-
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i’ en Diepe s Ly Distance Minutes | the road was muddy and ev-  Styles on Display

erything was that much
worse. | went through five
winters there.”

Linda made her ap-
pointment to get a guide
dog at the Guide Dogs of
the Desert in Palm Springs.
Here she met Joe. “I didn’t
know how to hug until
then,” she said. “] didn’t feel

d in Sets
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‘asked herself what she could
do, where she would go, if
she ever left her husband.
Now, suddenly, she no

keep her from making it.
She told her husband she
was through. He, she said,
tried to “guilt-trip” her
about the kids. But that did
not work.

“I told him the kids
were messed up because of
the life they’d been forced
to share and that my deci-
sion could not make things
any worse for them. The
damage,” she said, “had
been done.”

separated in 1991
and later, after saving the
money to hire a lawyer, she
gother divorce. In 1995 she
moved to her apartment off
El Cajon Boulevard. Over
the couch she hung Joe's
portrait. The first Christmas
after she and Kevin met, he
presented her with the
cuckoo clock. Now every
time the bird cuckoos she is.
likely to remind herself that
her time belongs to no one
but herself.

P
“Wines to be decided...”

1 banged on Kevin's
door and looked down the
long corridor with its gray-
blue industrial runner and
gray-blue doors. The hall-
way was deserted with no
sound coming from any
apartment except Kevin's. |

again.
“Dairy two quarts |
percent milk. .
“Kevin—! Kevin—I"
Whenever I'd visited
him at his apartment, Kevin
had been alone. Because I'd
expected he'd want to go

him to the grocery store and
pick him up. I'd assumed
he'd be alone and waiting
for me. But now on the
other side of the door, in the
silence of the hallway, I
could hear someone talking
about wine and milk.
I'was just about to bang
again when the door

“Come in,” said Kevin.
“T'll be ready in just &
te.”

that the living room. The
bedroom and bath were to
my left. I knewall this from

social
phobia
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“I thought I heard
someone talking,” I said.
“I was going over my
ing list *

“But it wasn't your
voice, Kevin.

“Oh that,” he said, and
Iaughed, “that was my scan-
ner. Here, I'll show you.”

With his hands held
lightly in front of him, a lit-
tle above waist-height,
Kevin moved past the
kitchen to the living room,
where an object sat on the
desk. It looked like an old

out what he needed at the
grocery store, he'd writien
He'd then printed his gro-
cery list on his laser printer
(perched on a small table
behind him) and, finally,
was having the list read back
to him by his scanner so
he'd know both if he'd for-
gotten anything and if the
list was sufficiently clear for
the people at the store to
read. (Except for the printer,
this was :peualmsd equip-

ment theblind.

HYs
Flectronics
Sued

on behalf of the

General Public
False Advertising
Unfair Competition

and more by Apex Wholesale, Inc.
in the Superior Court, case #GIC734991,
with trial set for june 2, 2000

if you have information regarding the above
alleged practices by Fry’s, please contact us.
858.273.1640
Monday-Friday || am-5 pm
Apex_Inc@USAnet

The estimated price tag was
close to $35,000.) A single
[piece of paper lay atop the
glass face of his scanner.

“I'll start it over,” said
Kevin, tapping out a code
on the scanner keyboard.

‘Suddenlya voice: “Page
is right-side up.”

Here was the voice I'd
heard, except now that it
was no longer muffled by
the wooden door, I could

tic of voice-informed

“It's saying the page is
properly set to be read.
Sometimes | put it on up-
side-down.” He tapped
again:

“Grocery  list...
(pause) “Wines to be g
pause) “Dairy
ts 1 percent

“Yes,” I said, “that’s
what I heard.”

“I was just reviewing
the list. I've already heard it
‘once and | think I've got ev-
erything.™ He tapped out a

Sports Nutrition
for all your needs!

¥ cffers. No dcowns on bers or drnie. Offer axpires
1 27900, Good anty st thevs letitions.
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*“No, that’s for me, for
later,” he said. His list had all
that he needed for the next
three weeks. “When | write
my list, I'm planning on
what I'm going to eat, not
just every meal, but how
much I'll have as leftovers.
1 figure it out 5o  don’t have
to eat the same leftovers the
next day. At the same time
P'm creating an inventory.”
He crossed the living room
and opened the drapes. On
his balcony he'd planted
herbs in a couple of long
redwood boxes. “For ex-
ample,” he said (and | knew

‘we had stumbled into what
Kevin likes to call a “teach-
able moment”), “I needed
to make sure there was
moughddlrnr:hepa.m

ides dill, there was

drawer next to the sink. “I

Iemen thyme and chives,
mint and sage, parsicy and

tarragon.

“Okay,” I said. “Soany-
thing else?”

“Do you really want to
know”

I said sure, and he
headed for the kitchen. Both
he and Linda, I'd noticed,
walk with a subtle side-to-
side shifting of weight that

“But how do you know
if you're running out of any-
thing? Like your spices?”

“Like what?” He
opened the cupboard next
to the stove. Neatly arranged
there, like eggs in a carton,
‘were 30 or so spice bottles,
most of them with the fa-
miliar tomato-red Schilling
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cap. Kevin, 1 knew, wasen-  small. He stepped back so 1l phone from the charger
joying this. | decided to that when I opened the  anddropped itinto his an-
i him. “What b din't get beg, i

about sesame seeds? Do you beamed. ber of where I'd be. He re-

“You're ble,”  peated it to make sure he

“Let's see.” Smiling, he luid.pzi:‘inmd:r. had i right, then collapsed

i the itin his bag

little bottles. They were al- (Inuwlndﬁmenba along with his grocery list.
ized, he explained nanas for “We're off,” he said.

and he'd taped Braille labels were in Ziploc bags. On the Kevin, as usual, had

oneach. He pulledoutone right was the ice cream. In  called ahead and explained

of the bottles and shook it. the center were fish and to the manager at Ralphs

Icould hear the dlicksoftiny  poultry i freezer bags. He  that he was a blind cus-

seeds moving about. The explained that he knew what tomer, that he wanted to

sesame seeds had been be- he had by the size and thick- come in within the next

tween the savory and the ness of the package, by the hour or so and wondered if

tarragon, exactly where they weight of the bag, and the that would be convenient.

were supposed to be. feel of the pieces under the (“It pays to be organized.

“Kevin, can I look in- foil wrap. This way, if they are low on

side your freezer?” “How do you know staff they can let me know

He hooted once and  what fish you've got?” and 1 don't waste my time.”)

said sure. The kitchen was “I've got catfish, The manager assured him

salmon, and shark,” he said. that it was fine and that he'd

- o a s Even his fishhadbeen  have someone on hand to

Going Out of labeled in Braille and al-  help with shopping. In the

Business Sale! phabetized. 1 said I'd seen car, Kevin said that for

enough. many of the people who bag

50 When he has some-  groceries, this is their first

where togo, suchasthegro-  paid employment (and here

« Framed Art cery store, Kevin usually  he bent in close and spoke

« Nirrors calls Godwin, a Nigerian  low, as if worried about be-

i cab. They “and alot of

= -Made Frames arrange a time for pickup,  them,” he said, “don’t know

L0 o gl then Godwin drops him off, much about food. Once |

Framinc Conceers
3827 Mission Gorge Rd.
(1 block north of 1-8)
619/624-9019

goes about his business, and
returns when Kevin calls.
But today [ was taking him,
and as he disconnected his

wanted some blackberries
and something told me that
the young mar who was
helping me didn’t know
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he said? He said, sure, he
knew what blackberries
were because there was a
tree in his back yard and he
used to climb it to pick
them.” Kevin rocked back
in his seat, laughing. *1 said
that blackberries grew on

bushes, not in trees.”

ing space and followed
Kevin, who straightened out
his cane and forged ahead.
Inside the store, the man-
ager pulled one of his bag
boys to the side. He and
Kevin introduced them-
selves and Kevin handed
«over his grocery list. He laid
his hand lightly on the

Reach for thé g

young man's shoulder and
said he'd let himself be
guided.

“You want wine?”
asked the bag boy, reading
the list. He looked nervous,
fearful of what might lie
ahead.

“No, let’s hold off on
the wine. In fact, let’s forget
about the list for a moment.
How about starting over in
the produce section. How
is that? Now, I'm going to
need scallions. Do you know
what scallions nui" The
youngster looked bereft.

1 could see him tighten up
with tension. *Don’t worry
about it,” said Kevin, his
tone soothing. “We'll find
them.”

Two hours later (and

almost $300 poorer), Kevin
called and 1 went to pick

new standard
in quality

ditness-centers.
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him up. There were two count up the time spent Kevin had already admitted ited. His mother wasa good
catsfull of bags. Thescared  making the list, getting to  that after openinga can of  cook who made wonderful
youngster I'd scen leading the store, shopping, coming  pineapple for the rice-and-  spaghetti, great potato salad,
Kevin to the produce sec home, and putting the food beans dish, he had found a dish she called deviled
‘tion was nowa smiling war- away, it was at least a full himself holding a can of chicken, and chocolate chip
rior aglow with victory. We  day’s work. broth i cookies whose taste he could
stuffed my car. On the way “Butit’ll be worth it to- body’s perfect,” he quipped. still remember. These were
home, I asked how the morrow,” he said. If he They were drinking a dishes served in the sum-
had gone. could have, he would've pinot noir. I'd always heard mer, because for most of
“Oh, fine.” winked. that white wine went with Kevin's childhood, sum-
There were 12 blus il fish, 1 said. Kevin answered mers were the only unbro-
Kevin and | Lunch i lad that a white wine meant ken periods of time he spent
them from thecarto theel-  with plenty of dill, steamed  chardonnay and he was  athome.
evator, then out of the ele- caulifiower, and a vegetarian tired of chardonnay. Rita Haynoski married
vator and to his front door, dish called Calypso Rice and “Besides,” said Linda, ‘Tom Kelly when she was 25
and finally into his apart- Beans that had cilantro and lifting her glass, “who makes and he was 38. He was an
ment. Bags covered the pineapple, jalapefios, bas- up these visual rules estate-planning lawyer. The
floor, flowing from the mati rice with cumin, and anyway?” couple was Catholic and had
kitchen into the living room. red and yellow bell “Yeah,” said Kevin, six children — five in seven
“1can take care of this,” For Linda and himself, “who makes up these rules?” years — with the second
he said. I told him 'd be  Kevin had grilled some Ihelped myselftoasec-  child, a boy, dying at birth.
gladtohelp, butheassured  sesame-crusted catfish. ond serving of the Calypso  The Kellys lived in Sala-
me it would take him only “I found 1 had plenty Rice and Beans. Kevin's tal- manca, a small town in

a couple of hours and that
way he'd know where ev-
erything was.

It was all pretty labor
intensive, | said. When you

Experience the Qualiry

of sesame seeds,” he said. ent for cooking was inher- southwestern New York,
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floor. His g s

September 1952. Two

sister, Aunt Tecky, was a
worrier who'd watch him

months and -
weighing just two pounds, other. By the fourth step she
he was sent by ambulance was having a fit. “Hattie!”
to the Children's Hospital she'd call out in alarm, “he's
in Buffalo, where he re- going to fall! He's going to
mained for three months. fall!” To this, Nanny would
him alive. snap, “Tecky! It's time for
“Later, when I came you to go home!™
home, they had a sense that Kevin is grateful today.
ing was wrong when “She let me be a child.”
1 didn't respond to things Heand his sisters had a
like balloons, to the deco- favorite game they played
rations in the room or with Nanny called Opposite
things hanging over my  Day. Every question asked
= had to be responded to with
He spent much of his its opposite. “The last ques-
earty years with hi ion of the gan h
grandmother,  Hattie the same. We'd cuddle dose
Haynoski. It was Nanny and ask, ‘Nanny, do you
who taught him to walkby ~ love me?’ and she would
stringing guide rope froma  look down at whoever was
table leg to a chair and hav- in her arms, make a chis
inghimholdonashemade ing sound like a bird, and
his way. Thisexercise, Kevin sy, ‘Nooooo, I don't love
says, was his firsthint thathe ~ you.’ That would always
was different from other have us in stitches.”
children, There were no local
Anadventurous child,  schools for special-needs
young Kevin fell offhispar-  children, so at five Kevin

ents’ porch and broke his
nose. Especially fond of
stairs, he liked to clamber
up Nanny’s to the second

‘was sent to the New York
State School for the Blind in
Batavia, 90 miles away. He
was lucky, he said, because

his parents drove every
weekend to pick him up,
i hild: 'whose

was in junior high school,
when he preferred to stay

homes were as far as 250
miles away, saw their par-
ents only at Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and Easter.
“But I cried and, of
course, my parents weren't

‘There were 300 blind

4
I.Inﬂa thought she needed to

£0 to a school for the blind where she

could learn life skills like how to cook

and manage a house, how to write

out checks and live on her own.

happy.”
The two-hour journey
each way proved over

times abusive, he recalled,
and sometimes nurturing.
Trained in the social sci-

whelming, especiallyinthe ences, he describes himself
winter, and within a year,  in a way that leaves out the
by the first grade, visits anger, the fear that must
home were reduced to ev-  have gripped the five-year-
ery other week. They re-  old when his parents left
mained that way until Kevin him in that strange place so
HEALTH AND EAUTY

transparent

as a sheet of Saran Wrap

pulled tight, seems to sepa-

rate him from his feclings
of that time.

“Yes, I cried when |

“She resented being

couldn't stay at home with When he was in first
my parents. And there are grade, Rita Kelly learned
issues of abandonment that Braille so she could write
I've faced. But there are also Kevin letters that he could
some good things thatcame read. “Iloved that, and I do
out of leaving home. | have some fond memories.
learned early how to deal But [ guess she just got
with sep Also, 1 burned outbei th
sisters. Th
and so I think it was good pparents, except in her case
formetwliveinadormwith  she reacted by turning on
boys. It offered a balance. | her kids. She'd tell us, “The
learned 10 take risks, tobe  next 50 years are going to
on my own and try new be Rita’s years!' "
ings.” As she became psycho-
Atsix, heroller-skated  logically abusive, the chil-

in his parents’ driveway and
rode his bike in a large
nearby parking lot after
work hours were
no cars; he swung in trees
and climbed them; sum-
mers he learned to swim,
dive, and do back flips.
When Kevin was ten,
his youngest sister, Eileen,
was born. By then his
mother was screaming and
throwing tantrums.

dren defended themselves
by banding together. And
then there was the sexual
abuse that touched their
lives. Kevin's sisters all daim
that their grandfather,
Nanny's alcoholic husband,
sexually abused them, but
Kevin is pretty sure his
ither’s abuse
carlier, with their mother.
“But she had no way of ar-
ticulating this — you just

didn’t talk about those
things at the time — and

says, she is a longtime
alcoholic.

retreated from life. Kevin
faults him for not protecting
his children from their
mother’s wrath. He also

failed to fill the emotional

void left in the wake of her
angry rejection. Soon
enough, Kevin and his sis-
ters stopped trying to get
through to him, to make
sense of his remarks.

“He could not say that
he loved you o that he was
proud of you. Instead, he'd

HEALTH
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say ing obtuse that the privileges he ishe?” Kevin
left you feeling weird and  enjoyedasa whiteman, bt answered that he was black.
empty.” the only people he thought  Afier that, he said, his father
Tom Kellywasthefirst  counted were white males.  didn’t want to hear anything
member of his family togo  (Kevin remembers once  more about him.)
to college. According to  talkingabout a school friend As for Rita, his un-
Kevin, he bought into the  of his named Ike Chestnut.  happy wife (whom he
class assumptions of the  When his father heard the  sometimes referred to as
time. He not only never name, he said, “Of what eth- “Mother”), Kelly informed
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becupy himself, Kelly came
home from his office, ate
dinner and stared at the TV,
then fell asleep in his bed
‘with an all-news radio pro-
gram playing. As dissatis-
fied as they were with each
other, being Catholics, there
was never any question of
dissolving the marriage

“My parents were vic-
tims of their time.”

Kevin says his home life
added to anather problem
that blind children often
face. They grow up, he says,
overhearing adulis “griev
ing” with each other, saying
how sorry they are about the
child’s condition, asking the
parent of the blind child if
there is anything that can be
done. “People who don't
live in a blind world don't
understand the feeling a
blind person has of being
isolated, of wondering if
they're okay. T struggled
with an inferiority complex

grew up questioning his
worth. By the time he grad-
uated from the School for
the Blind, he typed 80 words
per minute, played the pi-
ano, was fluent in Braille,
and was good with cane
travel. He had skills far be-
yond those of most young
men hisage. Yet still feeling
the need to prove his worth
in the sighted world, he en-
rolled for another year of
high school at Archbishop
Walsh High School in
Olean, New York, a com-
munity next to his home

town, He was the school’s
first blind student, and ar-

rangements had to be made
1o translate school material
into Braille; he had to be
read to, and he took many
of his tests orally.

“Itwas a lot of trouble,
but it was the best thing |
ever did.”

An average student at
the School for the Blind, he
now shot to the top of his

class. But the best part, he  ents had not been warm in job with - grown children,

remembers, was his rela- d live, and he ity-