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hortly after the 1998 gubernatorial
elections, everywhere you looked on
TV he seemed to loom from the screen: that great
domed head anchored by a linebacker’s neck to

a good governor for
Minnesota! Its not like
'l have to transplant
kidneys!”

The Great Pretender’ Ventura

WAS JESSE A SEAL OR A UDT GUY?

Tfirst saw Jesse “the Body” Ventura before the
election on Comedy Central’s The Daily Show. A
pert young woman was interviewing him at his
-horse farm near Minneapolis, asking what he
thought; as a former Navy SEAL, about Demi
Moore’s going through training in 5.1 Jane.

“Demi Moore,” he replied in that now-famous
buzz-saw voice, “has great breasts!”

Well, I thought, Jesse certainly looks and sounds
like many SEALs I'd known during my 16 years
in the Teams. But I'd never known or even heard

of him. Was Jesse for real or was he one of those

Story continued on page 62
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You may phone them xlby
calling 619-235-3000, ext. 460
address them 10 Letters to. the
Editor, Box 85803, San Diego
CA 92186-5803; e-mail them to

com; or fax
them to 619-231-0459. Please
include your name, address,
-‘*h number. Letters
may be edited for length and
dlarity.

that
he had? Your own article
indicates that La Costa was

Why is it that you never
mentioned john F. Kennedy’s
mob contacts, or his father's?
Richard Bakes

Carlsbad

Matt Potter responds: At press

time, Bush was expected to

attend; he ducked out of the
S -

lﬂlu‘l..

are unkncwn, b.m.,,m.a
at a funé-raiser in Del Mar at
£:30 Saturday morning,

Max Nash Has Issucs
1 am very disappointed that

you would let someane a5

mhm'ah‘ld
luhcnh-vnpmdy_vnry_w

as Max Nash
do a review of a restaurant
obviously has no idea
what the whole concept is
(Max Nash, 8).
Flemings is supposed to
have a fin, vibrant atutosphere
and achieves that without
loud to still have a

it seems that

ie. cell phones, pagers and

the same  good-paying jobs! If he paid
it | more attention to the actual

‘worrying about what other
guests have, he may have

Reader
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CEX VL GHTS CITY LIGHTS C T Y G
wieckin this,| cant dosnything critics!” al
u:lqh-h-- symbol of the ity To whish
An archive of Gity Lights storics can now be searched on ihe Intemet c tl s i -~
o o : “y of Artless umocked n thes boat. They'.  “Iat’t tat the seme Biffel
Fliner Playmate Coud Demoastic made® Robinain-  Tower that's modeled on the
bbb ey Politics e e
mmwmmmwummmm = work ef art must evolre over hu-‘: vitim
i X Tonomi
e San Diego Convention Center  Cushman, Brian Seltzer, and it g comminy
board of director’s vote was tied Fri- Ga, s
Maria Nieto and,  term “shipwredk® ou by
day, November 19, three for Nancy Rubins’s rﬁ.___,“,“ e Ubom
Harbor Drive iitors and they see & shipwreck, o ’dh\'l—l- erx “Proposed sculpture 1 wraly
term Republican incum- ture — the 102-foct-high, 100-  thar’s my biggest concern.” L defvered her g nde
mm:WMMM mmdnwm M»-‘dvh:._l: mug‘d-u ing pi g
:::deommmnwwer::mh ﬁ‘hh end Rubin: Roper would “Friends said to me, You :-d__—l atting <y
e e e p ermber, chei i pher . Ca Its immature,  had featured ant critic Robert
MM@MI;W mmi::z._mdz w.wmma mmim m_" e
nmwmuk.m..manum.zmmﬂ Jmﬂn@; ing board” and ask the nine-  chance in hell of getting your p-dm.-ln‘_
some help in ‘wiong sight committee kaccapiod” They however,
— employer - difference of opinion,  (which had - full
:“M'wmmw o % e [.-dhﬁ'.:m-.mhm. :h-dhhh\—t)ﬁr'ﬂl- And, Mr. Cushman, you just  proposs! to bring out the srt

mndlhemmmm;b((hv—.kvm_;;ms

may
have been Filler's closest brush with a Playmate, but by coinci-
dence he sent out ;-ublnkyihnu]-mlhhﬁmqh\mﬂ’

2 Capitol ally for homeless veterans.

MMmedhmmhm

lmmwm}uhnmmwmwm:umm
dA;pnlsuu(Lmd‘qnmmo(hnd’mddﬂth»
tles. 1t started when Jenaiifer Moares, the 20-something daugh-
tex of the San Diego computer- :ﬂmmnmw-puumw
by Glendale,

doing 67 mpa in 2 45 mph 20ne on the way o a Padres game.
Because her late-model Mercedes was going more than 20 mph
umd\etp«dhml huudnﬂwdhnmmavdan-iﬁc

local program
father appealed the law, claiming on consticutional ymnﬁ that
the city caninot bar motorists from expunging their bad driving
records if ey choose to o to traffic school. Moores may take
the case o the Arizons Supreme Court, I he loses there, daugh-
tex lennifer faces 5 $500 fine and 30 days in jail i convicted, ac-
cording to the Arizona epublic.

Free plug County Supervisor Greg Cox is pmmnung
Kmn “TV, Chaanel 8, o0 his offiial county Web page. A
alink tothe TV A
Mnul A.nd!ysl fm KFMB News 8, Supervisor Cax l'ltwmm
Pou Washing-
iyl el Dicgo county”.. The
Pentagon s thirking of lodging ts enormous collection of pre-
historic specimens with e San Diego Archacological Center, a
‘move that woald mean that the newly formed repository could
also pick up milliors of dollars' worth of federal funding, report-
the Kiverside Press- Thar's bad news for a planned ar-
chaeology center at the University of California, Riverside, which
had also hoped to giom on to ihe collection of artifacts that the
mibtary has been colleting for more than a hundred yesrs.

Vihen In SOmOITah san Diego is playing o (o the

all pareicipants. “In keeping with the customs of the iocal
ﬁ‘;zsgnammmmukmmﬂum
fcss casual. This means: No jeans or shorts; no sneakers; long or
short-clesved shirts or blcuses with collars; jackets or sweatcrs
optionai; wwwuvd.m&mm&mmmhsh?
slacks for vomen.”... A Sun Diego outit called Feehhe Net” bas

lhelmr:m‘."l'l!%]k(!l.v‘*mllhﬂnﬂdﬂhym
v can sk

computer i~

Accordi lad\tlall:m.hﬁ,l:hlﬂrﬂ(!mlhehﬂo( he

A.ﬁdn:;mwmnuﬂrmnl.n\'qs month,

Contributor; Matt Potier

The i in this coluzna.
Call o voice il at 619-235-3000, €=t. 440, 07 fax your tipto
$19-235-3096.

fon, e Bad ot b

sioners. Theboard's  the sculpture on their morning

licart . Ttracked KFMB-TV's

u.mdhhnt-mcbnud that morning ten people, the ‘coverage on News 8, where gig-

Catherine Sass, coordinator  bers, and the two non-voting  Denise Yamada introduced the

B 4 Reint story: “Is it art or just plzin

mized” Hesaid they could “tally ~ Art Program, reminded the  and Duke Sobek, testified to their ugly?™ Kathy Chin
i€ cither way,as many yess 5 bowrdhatdue o thebugetand  approval, some their adoration,  showed
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CITY LIGHTS

From Sewage to Art

and Back

By Matt Potter

Again

If any artist could be considered rough
and tough enough to take on San Diego’s
city hall, i’s probably big, bad Chris Burden.

The famed LA. performance

- his
name backin 197; when, as 2 25
year-oli U.C. Irvine gradisate
student, he had a friend shoot’

iher riffe. Burden called the picce
“Shoot”He ended upin the hos-
pital = along with a permanent
place in the pantheon of guerrilla
artists of the 1970, Burcen built
on that fame by hanging himse!f

the city'’s big new sewage plant,
just east of

Miramar Road: Last month,
without any of the public fanfare
he ‘generates, " qui-
etly agreed to take $10,000 as a
‘sertlement fee, sbouta ffth of the
original commission promised
hirn, and walked away from the
project, ut af Burderts retrest
from San Diego's public-art scene:

was a discreet one, he is more

upside
self with electrodes 10 a gallery
floor, where he could theoreti-
mLIy have been elrclm(uml i

process that he says bronght him
tothe ity in the first place,and,
in turn, he claims, husiiliated

sign competiticn for some kird
of sculpture at the piant, “f got a
call frorn Gail Guldman, the head
lady at the San Diego city arts

" Burden sayz. “They were
8oing to have a competition. [
\n:-!)rlhwﬂmnﬂt-am
things in the *rash, but I pulled
this one out of the trash, I sent
them some slides, and they
unanimously voted not to go
through the final process with
three other contestants. They
oted 10 go directly with me. And

wanted it. They say they wanr
spicy food, but you put some
taco satice on it and they scream

was selected, the city gave him 1
broad mandaie o concocting
his sculprure. “Since it was a via-
ter plant, they wanted mic to use
water, and [ was challenged by
the idea.” Burden says he spent
months coming up with the de-

only ki and degraded him and his art.  sign, which was inivially well rc-
mehmnmlguplnd Worstof all, Burden says,the city  ceived by the city's ats gurus.“It
on the other side of the room.  wasted his time. was going 10 be a big pool, about
Burden later switched to doing AsBurden tells it thecityap- 60 by 40 feet, 2 or 3 feet deep at
in-your-face sculptures. Ore of  proached him twe: years ago with mmummmm&q
them, calied “Samson"included  theideaof creatingoneof hissig-  at the othex” The pool was to be
2 100-pound jack jammed up  nature works at the North ity setinto a hillide immediately ad-
aweight-bewringwallofa  Water Roclamation Plant, where  jarent to the reclamation plants
Seattic museum. The jack was in  more than $200 million has been ministration building,
turn hooked up 10.a setof gears  spent to take raw sewage and pu- Burder’s pian was to fill the
thatcrankeditup anothernotch rify it enough tobe used asirri-  pool with water generated from
cachtimea entered  gation water for golf-course  the reclamation plant.
the gallery, lf:nnu;hmllou lavens and other forms of plant “Then, there were going to be
mlhwgl‘&n d however,
derzl " ofthe pool,and they would open
h-lrhmgmmuun._ ing. and since the city hasn't  every 20 mituutes or an hour or
somewhat the 50 aud let the water out sa it
mdhvusl- year-old, livingon  partially treated water, mostof it would flood across the
3 sprawling cstate in LA's  is being pumped back through  in front of the admiristration
fopanga Canyon, whi s ald ilding, “From there it would
count for whyhe decided toback  piant on Point Loma and  go down the sidewalk snd ove:
down racher than ight when San mped at sea. TRbiich G into foe sorss
Burd the city called dmnilhllwural.lnd’y‘nlhc
rejected one of hislatest ideas:a him on the phone one day and
cutting-cdge water sculptureat  akedhim o puricipaein ade. oI thought it would be an

Adeimicoasion building, North City W

and the cycle starts over!

Spilled water drains out street Jrains

PROJECT FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT, SAN DIEGO ]

" Street drains
<« Street drain

event,” Burden adds wistfuli
“School kids could go on a field
i£ip and watch the forces of na-

ture,a phyics demonstration or

er-
alds going 1o sce something fke
thatand it making 3 memorsble
impressics. That's what 1 was
comes

aiming {
out of the floodgates and sud.

the city's arts experts had initially
failed 10 consult the city's water
and sewer experts. [t turned out
that the reclaimed water that
veanted to release into the
storm drains, which ultimarely
empty into the Pacific, was not
pto federal standiards, even for
storm drain dumping
“It's not potable,” says Bur-
den. “Ie’s water that has 10 be used

medmpfmummhwm
inch wave kit the curb und splach
p and hit the storm drains, like
it was raining™

It didn’t take long, though,
for the city o rain on Burden's
artistic vision. “They said they
liked it, they were going tc do. .L
Iworked

forirrigation. it sull

tricnts, 01t can't be contacted by
Fuman skin It can be used to ir-
rigate the ice plant, but you
wouldn't want 10 walk through
iton your bare feet,so that was a
lcteisue. But the biggest isuc
was the fact that you can't put
more than 1090 gallons of the

the specs. i put plenty of time
o it. The sdea was 10 use the

uould.-xl have cost them any-

a. They were making
pln\ry = stuff alrezdy. But
then they toid me theyd discor-
ered a litte problem. They were
looking into it, and it went back
and forth when we realized they
couldin't ump their water in the
ocean”

It seemed, Burden says, that

stuff down the stoem drains. s
<onsidered some kind of 3 toxic
spill and entails » 70-page report
10 the federal Environmental
Protection Agency and payment
ofa fine by the city”

So Burden discarded his orig
inal plan and proposed that the
iy just use regular waer to fill
the pool. “They said, 'no way”
Prople would be all over them for
wasting water. Here they were
supposed to be recliming water
and tey were dumping it down
the storm drains? No that woukd

be politically incorr

though it really wasn't
waler. So they said, ‘Forget it |
said to then, "What is wrong with

using water to make art work?
You use potable water to do other
things, like watering shrubs. |
t0ld therr. we are making art wit
this water, we are rot wasting i
Its serving a higher purpose. |
was offended that they saw the
use of water to make art 45 2
waste.” But the city would no

back down.
Next Burden and the city
considesed a plan to build a sys

tem of fake storm drais
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Artless Yamada: “Who knows. Well  San Diego's Commission forArts landmark to enhance the land-  taste”

see what those committecshav:  and Culture, about criteria for  mark status of tie convention Caiherine Sass said the com-
politics tosay” public-an proposals, center” ‘mittce never prescribed content.

Chin: [nervous laugh) “Yeah, “The criteria are based on the The criterion from “this  “We don't want to tell an artist

comtinmad fror poge 4 we'llsee” process. The criteria were the point forwardGoldman said,is  what art is or should be. That's
above 102 feet up in the air, Finally, we viswerswereasked  goals of the project: to mitigate  “notto evaluate theartworkbut  why we hire artists. What we
which is pretty tall and, asyou 1o vote our preference online st the expansion’s impact on  tostudywhetherornotthepro-  want to tell Lh:m is what our g
heard. just about everybody we Kr\-!l!sw!bsme Beforc the ot blacked accesstothebay;topro-  cess was adhered to” She was  needsare for the
ul.kmmﬂwvdﬂnlhhul[;ha_k lasked Gal  videa fitatHarbor,  adamant: The committee mem- Mudlu{rh!mhmtyll
inga sour face]* fuﬂdmm‘publkmdmmfn' [where] Fifth ends; to create s bers are “not adjudicators of continued on page §
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Artless
politics

Coutined rom g
tached to this sculpture stemmed
from a raisperception of an un-
intended plan, whether this or
2y public artwork must repre-
sent something per se.

“Ifthis sculpture is supposed

1o represent the view cut off by

abysimal faiure. It doesnit repre-
sent San Diego. If you look out
at the bay, | don't see those kinds
of boats”

Artist Robin Bright coun-
tered, " think the convention

CITY LIGHTS

center is not right for San Diego.
It cat off [the view of]| the bay.
Why not ameliorate what we
have here, which i the
extinction of the by, and have
this, which is a damn sight better
than this building”

Sharon Catr of the Port Ten-
ants’ Associstion asked about the
selection process: “There's alot

of good San Diego artists here
who have local knowledge, so
why don't we have local [artists
for this project] that San Diegans
an gpre?
Craig, a local sculptor,
md,-mmnmﬂwmm.
least by = from LA, or

CITYLIGHTS

this is just amazing. What [Ru-
bins] does is take the boats
and..they become — they're not
boats . They'ze some-
thing else: They're dynamic,
they're they're fantasy,

anywhere else. I could never at-
tempt 10 do anything like this,

mp Lesley
Cohn remarked, “I don't think
many peogle knew about this. If

arftist-supplies,

Kolo Vineyard Mini Albums.

Sale Price $1998
listprice $37.48

stationery.gifts

Xonex Deluxe Art Case

This exquisite satin black case

Georgian Oil Paint
& Easel Set

with burnished siiver hardware An

contains 36 colored pencils, oak easel comes witha
36 oil pastels, 2 brushes, Selection Set,
14 watercolor cakes and canwas panels and 3 interlocking
2 mixing tray. «chungking bristle brushes.

Laura Stoddart Stationery
Joumals, Notes, Photo

Sale Price $798t011.98
listprice $11.9810514.98

niture,

Books

CILTY LIGHTS

there was 2 public outresch, they
didn't reach out very far. This
L-:-k] I-_nmliqwdnm

pretty. The last KFMB-TV poll,
shown at 1120 p.m. the right be-
fore the vote, was: Yos, 10 peraent;
Hmlﬁp-mﬂws‘m!w

on the art being erected and
whether it's appropriate for.the
location it in. I think that’s our
job. I don'tthink our job i to

Tiwo days before Thanksgiv-
ing, Mayor Goidting asked the
convention center board to re-
consider the issue, calling their

CITY LIGHTS

ina: contract had $150,000 set
aside for the whole project | was
10 get a third of that, so there

decision "an w0
Sen Diego’” Is this more double-
talk? 15 it not over? Stay tuned,
but be careful what you read
and hear. @

ank and pump to
it bk ot
pool. It would sinulate Burden's
oiginal notion but avoid wast-
ing water by dumping any of it
down the real storm drains. The
only problem, Burden says, was

“The criginal contract was
far $150,000. After they said v
couldn't durmp zny water down
the storm drains, they hired 2
bunch of engineers to come up
with the altermative plan. E don't
know how much that cost. it
wasn't in my budget. The city
paid for that separately. Anyway,

carne up with a final con-
struction figure of $600,000

All that extra moncy was

error, they had already laid side-
walks and paved the street in

would have been $100,009 cit.
There was the possbifty of s
ing more money somehow, rom
grants or donors, but not another
$450,000 — maybe another
$50,000 or 380,000, but not the
total $60,000 that they needed.*

And that, says Burden, was
that. He agreed 1o quietl fold the
project and accepta $10,000 kill
fee.

Gail Goldman, the city’s arts
honcho, has « somewhat differ-
ent take on the controversy. “He
did ot receive a kill fee, he was
puidfor e work e performed

In the end, Burden says, "It
el like my iob was 1o cover upa
0 deal with a lie, the lie of
T water-treatment plant. §
couldn't realiy use their water. It
[t that their water was a bit of a
Tie.Spirituatly and poetially | felt
like, oooh, they are trying to use
me to make their water seem bet-
ter than it is. | was hamstrung by
their perceptions of what dlean

wates mean:.
“Maybe the problem with
public art is there are too many
chefs in the soup. Not one o

front of the Wheny
building “They would have had e et
i i & hind the d
install new drains and pi are going to fund it, then it hap-
“When you read these con-  pens. Thers's a chief and he's
tracts, they are scary foranartist  marshaled the traops. Hee it
because they kind of make you  didn't happen. There was a cer-
into a general concracter, and  tain amount of naiveté that
that's not really our arca of cx-  could do anything for $156,000.
pertise” Burden says. “The orig-  The idea of spendinng $150,000 s
pretty shoestring.

291-4977
David @

(4
GOLDSMITH
2725 Congress St.» 0id Toun

“As an artist, | would have
seen it done. We're kind of like
dogs with our favorite okl bone.
‘Once we embark on a project, we
see it through. You either delay
the show o hire extra crew, but

and ] was going 0 givei t them
1 literally spent almost all one
summer ing and

trying
19 come ap with this. | felt it was
oo much effor; for the $10,0001
was ultimately compensated for.
i agreed o it, but it lef: a taste in
my mouth. Somehow it seems
there was a trick there" @

Mira Mesa is the. Newest Home:

~for Bally Total Fitness ;

wusSMS offthe
membgfshlp fee

<

All the club amenities
you want.
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NOW OPEN IN MIRA MESA
. 6755 Mira Mesa, Blvd, *136
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