MEN'S LEGAL CENTER
Isthe DA o your back orchild suppor! Asof
January 1996, the DA can revoke your driver's
Jicense for overdue child mappor! You need

Call 239-5100.

SIMPLE DIYORCE $55
Afordable rtes MC/Vis. S habla copuncl
arnohan and Levy: Attormeys 483-9020 (in P

BANKRUPTCY
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
Call now! DEBORAH RAYMOND, ATTY, 481-9559.

3 You Can Tum
around your marriage. Divorce i i

The results in 3 se be
refunded. Inital ¢ o flc. 466-6463,

Te
Avalon Camry ¢

HRunner. Trades OK
Late model carwtrucks. Mr. Sutton

00-439-0601 D

ing For Someone"

o tamiy. rends il
i, afordale, The Company

‘1! 944-6752.
Dead Doctors Don't Lie

This cassette tape contains LIFESAVING
information-Yours FREE. 619-230-9403.

CHILD SUPPORT INFO

(Gt the amount befor you g to cour. For +
alculan

CAREER OUESTIONS?

.4..,_ Career Planning, Res:
972-0151.

T sers e 1 800 SHAATe Con 81998,

Accelerated Counseling
addiction, stress

Call Advance Auto Leasing (619) 298-259.

SING! VOICE LESSONS!

Technique with. studio. Moorea 224-SING.

Get w the core of your problem quickly. P
attention. car.ng, understanding, 22 yrs successful
results. (No HMO's) W. Hill, MFCC7063. 7556344,

SEXUALLY HARASSED?

THE TWEEKER LINE!!!
1-900-86.- TWEEK. Listen
ongh! ey 8 53imin TweekMases, Lakside CA

EROTIC ART GALLERY
Vi and

argas,
Dove At 4060 Morena Bivd. (#F) Tues-Sat. 270-7400

CASH NOW FOR CARS

nuy....zv.-mmmm S5 PAID/S31-9922; 425-8877

ASSISTANCE

mv(m ¥, Trusts, Wills, Paraiegal
LOW $$ - Reliable - 390-5487.

SINGING LESSO

Private, Professional. All LevelvStyles.

$20 Chiro,

All Chiropractic Adjustments Just $20.
Pacific Beach/Chula Vista/SDSU area. Call 5811828,

IRS'I'thosol

Former IRS. Stop wage/bank levies, tax liens.
Low Fees D, Weyne 3753426, 1-800-5-IRS. HELP

Air Your Book, Tape
o service on AMKCLDIOOO. 30 minutes equals
$300; 15 minutes cquals $150. 466-6463,

pericnced attorney.
byt

INJURED? CAR WRECK?
N ecorry e o Sulivr B Sllven 381-1155,
CAR

NTI

GREAT ESCAPES IN '96.
Vallarta:$439/4 .

Escape Puerto

includes ai from SD,

Restrictions apply_ Pr
acific Beach T

?UAL HA"RRASSMENT
acial discrimination in the workplace

fe. Free Phone Consultation
” & “Geraldo Rivers.

CONSUMER ALLIES

FIRE/FLOOD DAMAGE?
FREE CONSULTATION: N0 RECOVERY, NO FEE
Law LY

Property Damage Attomeys 566-1000.

WIN IN SMALL CLAIMS

Unjustly sued? Can't collect? Want to win?

Let a judge show you how.
FREE INFO. Call now (888) 284-2111

Peoplel
FLASHBACKS

1 you have been physcally, emtionally o sexus

traumatised and regalrly relive that event, you

have PTSD, Dr. Rosenthal has been awarded # g
1 study an

VOICE MAIL. PRIVATE
numbers. Full featured. As low as
$5.95/month. (619) 689-2075.

Post ]'n\mulu St Diseder,Fre pychologial
ical evaluations. Stricly confidential
BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE RESEARCH, 571-1188

k -Low Rates!

FREE 19" TV & VCR.
52 for the Catalog! Write t: .B.F., PO Box 705,
Benton Harbor, M1 49023.0705.

ACUPUNCTURE
$15 FIRST TREATMENT
Bring ad! Free PMS treatment if quabified.
Treat pain and discase naturally
Pacifc Colege of Oricntal Medicine, 374-6932.

WEBSITE PROMOTION

We submit your site to the hottest directories and
search engines on the WEB to ensure you maximum
cxposure. From $75. Lighthouse Network, £59-8336,

HERBALIFE Distributor

Call me for products or opportunity. 2734547,

LEARN MASSAGE

-
1366 Hornblend St. San Diego, ¢

HERNIATED DISCS?

CORRECTION WITHOUT SURGERY! 483-8500.

Packages. Tour Vietnam Now.
Low U.S.-Asia sirfare. Call 641-7688,

Free attomey consultalion. Easy payment plan.
LAW OFFICES 237-5066.

ACNE TREATMENTS
Buy | Get 2 Free. Save $140.
City Style Hair and Skin Center 7551202

INJURY? GET HELP FAST!
Free consultation with INJURY ATTORNEY
LAW OFFICE OF | . SULLIVAN. 220-0150.

JUDGMENT RECOVERY
awvil Notes/Checks

Telephone: 676-1700; fax: 676-1707.

IMMIGRATION
DUI & CRiMINAL

Aggressive Attorneys. Free consultation. 234-VISA

FAST DIVORCE HELP
280-5444 7

days/weei}

LOW COST. Easy payment Plan. No Stress Divorce

BUY A COLLEGE DEGREE
/ PABA / PhD / T

BS/ MS ranseripts
Yes Really! Money Back Guarantee! (800) 596-8774.

e i £ R

1.
oice Mail $7.95/Month

1 month FREL, No deposit. tart today. 682-5151.

our all natural pro
drug test-blood, b
I

Loem ONpic Fenciny.

Heﬂns Dating Servic
Information, 491-1871 (Kindred Spirits).

From $195-Chapter 7-Stop C: td;lnnlAlwm(\

DEPRESSED?
Free treatment

el o r..m payment
ghne £34.0100.

C d Weight L

Bitaagogn
StesCamin

ing School”
del Rio South, #103. 283-0200,

MASSAGE CAREER!

Lea terapeaic masage  Pacific Clleg of
Medicine. 1
S0t hoor progran. Deylevening dasses. S74-6909

INCORPORATE

.nmyb-m
Coperate Adventuge I (KA 43 5950

MASSAGE BY TOM $20

Relaxing- Exciting-Satisfying MT13487 Call 299-6118

Frc o L Gl o o
1-888-GET-2-LAW. (Toll free.)

ACTIVE SINGLES!!
Association!

Join Singles '
10 cventscch wek! Tennis biyclin, b s

1 amazing variety of scial actvity!
Yoo ik i, 259530

Medically supervised. Free consultation. Call now.
Dr. William King, 581-2043.

DIVORCE NOW! - FAST

Low cost, personal service. We care. Call 6734050,

PSYCHIC INFO SERVICE

Toll free £00-437-5575.

1-800-379-RENT

Free personalized connty-wide apartment search!

TAX PRE
CCONFUSED? NEED HELP?

Low-CoS$t Divorce $75+

By MailOffice/Home Visit ANVTIME. 280-1028

Work or Auto Inju
FREE CONSULTATION. Jeff Segal. atty. 7935473,

MASSAGE BY YVONNE

Pure relazation is s0 soothing! (J0004284). 260-1950.

For f price
Call 225-2201.

DATE IN YOUR LEAGUE
of Stanford,

Graduates &

the Ivies, UC Berkeley, Claremont Colleges,

Cal Tech, Seven Sisters. Date alumni & academics.
THE RIGHT STUFF, 800-988-5288.

BEADS, BEADS, BEADSI
Visi/Call for FREE sp..'..v..mm Schedule
OSKADUSA, 755-2123,

243 North Hwy. 101, The Boardwalk, Solana Beach.

World
Affordable Home Pages For Business or Personal
We

www
/eb Designers of San Diego 280-2488

STOP CREDI'I'ORS

2
gk T consldaion (Sp 1) e
credit repar (St 2).Call At
John . Beady. Debt Consobeion Specils
FREE TATION 800-281-FREE.

F I injury Lawyer

Free l’dwhﬂoe(‘uunl tion on any | kvl
Law Oficeof Patrich ). Stark. Call Today 28 STARK

DRUNK DRIVING

MLM PROS! $819,000
No strtion!! 24 hours.

Clean up your own credit

a_-’l Nowl! 497-0016.

Complete uide fowms oo, SASE 3 81155 o:
RG

MR. DUL...MR TICKET
se3.1515
DRUNK DRIVING/TRAFFIC TICKET Atty

- MASSAGE - SHANGRI LA

Grand Opening UTC/La Jola. (94008018). 552-1049.

1000 14th St. #103 Plano T
75074, Send check/M.0 Allow 4 weeksforchecks.

WOMEN'S COUNSELING
3 SESSIONS, §

m m!- Call IT’-I!SS

AFFORDABI.E DIVORCE

Certified Paralegal G
LEGAL ALTERNATIVES, 944-4120,
A PERFECT MATCH

1f you have 5-100 s o lose we could have a job.
for you! Part time or full tme_ 2915502

AN D VISA FOR YOU!
No skt or svings depos. Badino redi OK
1 more xtra when joining 1+ dialing plan. 220-2561.

FREE PAGERS

NEED CASH "l'lL PAYDAY?

h-.ms.nn-p'h_«um
elonies, Drugs, Thet, Warrants.
Cal 231 9381 34 o, Foe comsulttion. Visa/M

Free Initial Consulat r.y.m..n..umm
Plase Call MARGO 1. LEWES, ESQ. 239-128 24 hr

LS Mbvance o E2. B rpreiond red OK
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“THE UNIVERSE IS ABAR,”
Buck szys between swigs of
beer, in one of those lines that
led the late poet William Stafford
to observe, “Everyone wanders
irto poetry sometimes.”

If Buck hadn’t just told me
he’s 61, I might have guessed 83,
partly because he’s toothhu

SAN DIEGO’S WEEKLY

€d

here
Wrybod

ls a $tar

his chin and nose in profile about
even with the bhue bll of his baso-
ball cap. He’s wearing jeans, with

blue-and-green windbreaker. His
blue eyes have the unfocused look
of the legally blind. “It’s no big
deal,” he says. “T've done bad things,
and God punished me, but | do miss
my books.” (CONTINUED ON PAGE 14)




Hats off to Tricia Hunter for
LETTERS her efforts, inadvertently or n

otherwise, which have bene.

o o { Y X e fited the nudists’ cause. And to
- 0 0059 > / 1 We welcome letters pertaining  the chairman of the California
E e > 2 S s o1 s Readies Republican Assembly, Jim e
. You may phone them in by Harnsberger, | have only this ea r

v setile for fexs iehen you can have the Winrks :
Wiy settle | hen you . B - calling 235-3000, ext, 460 to say: Only when the day
s e e 4o ne  comes that a man or woman SAN DIEGO’'S WEEKLY
Editon, Box 85803, San Diego, 4 walk unnoticed down the
oy o v street without clothes, without
B e offending anyone, without
letters@sdreader.com via the  S4USIng raised eyebrows or
Iniernet. Pease nchude your 895 without fear of bengar-
name, address, and telephone  fested for doing nothing but
wumber, Letters may be edited  freely existing in the native .
e i 2 €44 tate,only when that day ar. NEWS & FEATURES
rives will there be peace on

Moving And Sad earth. |
Having been born and raised Patrick Lockwood Where Everybody Is a Star
in Tijuana, Mexico (nowhere San Diego Life at the Star bar. By Madeline De Frees.
near the city dump), I read  How Sad Lettors =
with interest your cover story =
“Work Is a Vow Heaven Never :ZVI‘(’:‘fx:’,:'L",i";:‘b‘;’,‘:: i City Lights
Ignores” (April 4) by my fo b Fiw Mok enguist,” Ifm— San Diego braces for a feediug frenzy of free-spending lobbyists; and
oayo, Luia Utren. athan Saville comes close to Gy b ot

Itis s movingand s POr- e criical mark, Exacly how The law firm of Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps has quietly settled
trayal of life in the poverty- 1 malad & an intrigaing malpractice lawsuit

N ~ close was reve uring Mr.
‘ PURCHASE ANY CAR AUDIO EQUIPMENT A ;‘:,‘.;::.:';.;:r::.;.:i;:i:" Sikisnibiita socent Incitre ot ight Fi the Mip
the San Diego Museum of Art. Matthew Alize heaps scorn upon the notion of indestructible cherries.....

MOBILWORKS AND WE'LL INSTALL IT FREE! ; o these living conditions and
< 2 The lecture began with a 0o Sparting Do

( the Leader in Award-Winning have no quarrel withhow Mr. ;3¢ show. For each work
\ nstalla Installers are Trained and 4 Urrea depicts them. shown, the artist recited (a) Patrick Daugherty finds the combination of leisure time and maleness
ertified through the Mobile Electronics 3 e )\‘»«h:; 1 :o h:ve a prrnhle"" the title (when he could re- X at St. Vincent de Paul’s homeless shelter surprisingly tepid
Program, thie Indusry Standard 3 yith and where | most fercely.  member it), (b) the celebrity : O ) Wess iy Boed Libk Brses?
n Addition to Ongoing In-House and Factoty > ¥ 810 differ is his depiction of o, bought it, (c) how much |
in Addi " . Tijuana ir general. It sounds 10 DRt (44 oW TEH The shoulder pads of justice. By Jane Farr
Training. Because of this, ONLY MobilWorks A 4T asif he s relating his child dfom »
Offers a 60 Day Money-Back Installation . 4 : Sttt AR el the celebrity later sold it for. Requiem for a Community
Guarantee with a Lifetime Installation Warranty. st the THoRRE of toduy. 1‘2:":5";22::;1;;':\;::r:;': Tribal people kick butt for a usable garden. 8y Robert Glack
" i 100, remember the old water Hom.
st
trucks that used to roam the "R The kitchen sink. By John Thorne
city delivering spring water in
five-gallon glass bottles. Atthe st HIEeT e SRREET A
time, | was playing with my  Jione uith various topies hav- CALENDAR
trucks in the front yard of my  { RS MEREIERE SR 3 .
house. 1am now 38 years old. {1 e ot (e e AIDS, the | 4
:\vll‘dv:nl?(v‘:“(r:::‘rt:":,:‘,,‘,:‘,i military-industrial complex). Upcoming Even
urfication plants thilede. . /o0 mesel ioko b piick wete Highlights: Poet Philip Levine on the simple truth of boiled potatoes.... 87
P P artistic complaints about not
livered in six-gallon square  pG bl CRERGICS TR ON | Guide: Baja, outdoors,dance, film, lecture, in person. tlevision,sports.
plastic bottles by trucks very special, for kids,
: paintings, about unsuccessful
fi"'.l't.'.f v 'hgf ":d bySpark-  effores to obtain resale roy- Poetry
Piped-ingas savailablevia 17 Payments, and sbout the Stanley Kunitz: “Around Pastor Bonhoeffer”
PAN R A, | general avarice and incompe-
a system “like San Diego” to et Reading
a large portion of the city and e o Gary Rivlin: Drive-By.
4 overall impression was ’ ry y
ars of hjsane ot sty 2140 arist who exrly o got As Soen on TV
to the unplennied and uncon- ::::;‘y-:: ;':;t '::“"! l"‘g;:j Humorist Cynthia Heimel on her career in television. By Abe Opincar.
trollable growth inherentto ¢ e Tl S KT SN
‘::.‘ ;:"(Yd ""'; notyetbeen 4 entire career out of pro- Jerry Schad tracks the brightest comet of the last two decades
equipped wi
P ducing endless a
ST e e ly - e e iciatces o Classical Music Review and Guide
on the silver tanks that Mr. (g0 R G u",_""‘ Concerto Paladino shows how bizarre early Baroque music can be
Urrea speaks of. The local gas o it SUASE SO0 PR Art Museum and Gallery Guide
company takes ordersover the ¢ "y
phone using a computerized B el bk R . Theater Review and Guide
order system, and the tanks ¢ iy Jeff Smith looks at deconstruction in philosophy and in art
are delivered in late-model d A
Ciifford Remote Alarm 1 propane-powered trucks with Ji e O
Featuwing . b lus
at an amazingly low price. two 2-button remote controls, a o ) We use top-of-the-line window films by LLumar which: I may seem a bit sensitive 1 Felt Larry Harmon reports on a local band’s battle with corporate bad faith
on the issue, but it is very ir-  Regarding il sevita' Johnny Otis makes Chicanos shake their groove thangs at Barrio Station.

;..mmmmmw‘x: sitock sensor and the options * Reject 99% of Ubtraviolet Rays ool
or s i B + Repel Heat 1o Leave the Interior of Your Car ritating that someone born in  art review “How Boring to be
ada curent anso (Cyvert l & Interter Tijuana, of all people, can por-  James llﬂunquiu (April 4). Movie Review and Guide
( * Natiomwide Warramey from Liumar Fiims tray today’s Tijuana as the  How true! After so many days Duncan Shepherd rummages around in The Ceiluloid Closet

dusty border town of 30 years  of things happening and drn Restaurant Reviews and Guide
ago. sns to wait one more Beinc ; "

T ok o B SR iant, Tl Eleanor Widmer has a renovated meal at the Kona Kai
ol duny, sod s Rt wamt 18 100 the-lonlay ve The kitchen smells of burning blood. By Max Nash...
modern as San Diego,but Mr.  Rodin sculptures at the

Urrea should take the time to . SDMA. Walking through the )
see how much his birthplace  rooms where his sculptures — g ‘ CLASSIFIEDS
s i ;

2 ¢ KEARNY MESA c252 Ciaremont Mesa Bs 978-8600 + CHULA VISTA 1151 Broadway 498-5100 :‘“ changed since he wa "w:-n like Sepping tuto :
orn. f tury,
LA MESA 5206 Jackson Drve #69-2500 + SANTEE 5747 Mission Gorge Rd. 596-7100 PR P e wand ooy Including specialized display advertising: Help wanted,
instruction, services, Phone Matches, sports and fitness,

amounted te a canned sales

ESCONDIDO . :
1144 West Valey Piwy. 7379600 + SPORTS ARENA 3740 Rosecrars 682-3800 Tijuana, BC. Mexico  could even smell the sweat. |
o rental/real estate, and automotive.

| idy wpuay oo wes

ENCINITAS 255 C No €1 Camino Real 634-8000 + VESTA 2070 Hacienda Drive 758-9494 was thinking as my eyes were
Why settle for less when you can have the Works! MIRAMAR 5784 Mramar - leul Peace filled with Kid Stuff
Road #50-1900 + CARMEL MOUNTAIN foad 6752000 illed with sensuous curves,
RANCH 11608 Carmel Mountain L in reference to the  how many times his woman Terror on ice. By Anne Albright

*Frec installation includes standard drop-in installation for most cars that do not require customization. Some cars may requirc addwional charges to cor stallation.  Some sale items limited 10 stock on hand. “Cny Lights” article in the  artist friend Claudel touched
April 4 issue of the Reader. r———

Interim markdowns may have been taken on some items Money-Back Installation Guarantee applics only 1o products purchased at MobiWorks. No efunde on coom labey
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Check not in the mall Organizers of the
Republican National Convention, reportedly short on cash
due to the local host committee’s lingering problems in at
tracting large corporate donors, have just taken another big
financial hit. The U.S. Postal Service last week announced it
has decided not to be a sponsor of the uop and Demo
cratic this sum
pledges of $500,000 apiece made a week eorier The recas:
tation came after harsh congressional criticism of the postal
service's plan to become the officjal overnight and small-
parcel delivery service for the two conventions to promote
sales of its Express Mail and Priority Mail services, both of
which are losing o i o i Ve
der U.S. lawy, it is illegal for federal agencies to use public
money for political purposes. Postal officials had argued
that their agency does not receive any tax money for oper-
ations. But because the postal service remains subject o re-
view in C i currently it
mor hanging rates and of
posal nﬂiaals decided it would be best to bow out. Anne
keswnman for the GOP convention, says losing
the momey will hurs, “but | would have been more upset if
they had said they would be contributing to the Democrats
and not to us”

Helen picks up , again During
Mayms—-(;-w..mmm.p back cast, city hall insid-
ers say, the mayor attended the exclusive Gridiron Club's
111th annual dinner and show in Washington, D.C., the
night of March 30, courtesy of Helen Copley’s San Diego
Union-Tribune. Club members — 60 veteran print journal-
ists — acted, sung, and danced out political satire, targeting
ident Clinton, Pat Buchanan, Strom Thurmond,
Alfonse D’Amato, and Colin Powell.... s Councilwoman
‘Warden doing some carly postaring for the mayor's
office, should Golding vacate? Sources say her handlers are
already talking her up as a possible candidate, and call her
res confetence th day of the Miramar prison o “an un-
NS ple grab.”Says one observer, “She was first on
there even before
'llllt smm-.m San Dieg -based
Science Appli
tured in a Washington Poststory on S relzuumhlps be
tween govermiment contractors and federal of
lationships the Post says have helped SAIC far Iicrmise

Take a Senator to Lunch Week

By Thomas K

Onc of the big tobacco companies has
reportedly expressed an interest in
renting the San Diego Museum of Art to

\clehnlmp\m{ enjoying along

vith the rest of the delegates,”
‘while others will be
there (o maintain and in some
cases establish contact with
new people, to get to know
them better, to establish a rap
port with them in a more re
laxed environment

Two weeks ago, the House
Ethics Commitice released an
official statement, interpreting
the new gift ban as it applies to
political conventions. In a
“Dear Colleagne” letter, the
committee said members of
Congress and their staffs at
tending the conventions in San

Arnold

host parties for legislators dur-
ing the Republican National
Convention. Meanwhile, a top
Washington law firm has re-
served 40 tee times at Chicago
golf courses to set up outings
for lawmakers two weeks ear
lier during the Democratic Na
tinal Convention.

Political conventions are
“feeding frenzies” for lobbyist
critics say. And tough new
etkics laws, which took effect
January 1 and curtail what le
islators can accept, aren't ex-
pected to dampen the effect

Every four years, corpora
tions and other special inter.

ests woo lawmakers with free-  Diego and Chicago may accept
bies — lavish dinners, lunches,  meals, lodging, transportation.
parties, hospitality suites, gift  and other freebies only if the
bags — and word from the  gifts come from units of the
beltway is, this year will be no  Republican or Demaocratic par
exception. ties, campaign committees, or

Wright Andrews, president  the respeciive cities or host

committees.

But while the Senate had
been expected to send out a
similar letter to its members as
early as this week, Republican
Senator Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky, chairman of the Sen
ate Ethics Committee, report
edly wants to exempt conven
tions from the new gift-ban

of the American League of
Lobbyists, says that of the
nearly 10,000 registered lobby
ists in Washington, a “great
‘many” will be in San Diego this
August and Chicago two weeks
later. “Some people may have
boats and take people out for
boat rides,” Andrews says. “You
have a world-fa

federal umluch, lg.h level Washington
important to SAIC, whose board of directors has included
, who is now defense secretary, CIA director
John Deutch, and former CIA director Robert Gates.” the
swry savs, In 1993, SAIC snagged a $402 million contract to
inage the National Cancer Institute’s research center in
Frzden:k Virginia, after hiring a former deputy director of
the institute to head its management team, according to the
Post. The story says SAIC now has 5000 employees in Wash-
ington, more than in San Diego, and asserts that about one-
fourth of the $42¢.7 million in new contracts awarded the
compans last year were won by its Washington-area offices.
AIC 't deny that i
are important, but she insists there’s more to it than that.
“The truth is that it is a very competitive business, there are
very srit procurement uls nd guideines, and anyone
be suc-
R i s PRk o Tegulations, whikh rue
‘many, many thousands of pages.”
To Russia, with I0ve An SDSU professor is now
in Moscow, preparing to open the Russian city's second En-
glish-language bookstore. Mary Duncan, who teaches
‘s launch-
ing Shakespeare & Co. Moscow in partnership with a Rus-
o Bt it e et ot of Gy
owner & Co. in Paris.
Duncan, who lives in La Jolla, became enamored with
Moscow in 1989, while giving a lecture on terrorism. She
met her future husband at a party there, and after marrying.
a year later the two have been splitting their time between
homes in La Jolla and Moscow. “I'm transitioning into re-
tirement,” l)ul\un uym “rd like to bail out of the university
in about three

Contributor: Thomus K. Amold

The in this col-
‘umn. Call our voice mail at 2353000, ext. 440. Or fax your
tip 10235-3096.

law. “The nightmare of en.
forcement is obvious.” Mc
Lobbyists attend conven-  Connell said, as quoted by the
tions for “multiple purposes,”  Congressional monitor.
Andrews says. “Some lobbyists Even if the Senate does not
are political junkiesand will be  exempt conventions from the

peo
ple will do things like that to
entertai

gift-ban rules, lobbyists will
most likely carry on as usual
during the Gop and Demo-

cratic gatherings. Senate gift
rules are more lax than those
enacied by the House, allowing
lawmakers to accept trinkets
and meals valued at less than
$50 from anyone. The Senate
also does not consider “a cor-
poration, trade association, or
labor union that employs lob-
byists” as qualifying as a lob-
byist under the gift ban. And
on the House side, the ban on
parties and receptions thrown
by lobbyists does not apply if
the event is “widely attended
which means at least 25 non
congressional attendees are ex:
pected. Also exempted are po-
litical fundraisers, which crit-

ics say is a further loophole:
iawmakers not only get a free
lunch or dinner, but also a

check

Ted Van Der Meid, general
counsel for the House Ethics
Committee, concedes a lot of
regular convention activity is
perfectly okay under the rules.
‘When we looked at the vari
ous events that take place at
conventions, we didn't see
many that would be outside the
bounds,” he says. “But at least
on the House side, we are still
not granting waivers for lob-
byists to take members of
Congress out to lunch or din-
ner or play golf with them —
that's still not appropriate —
and if a lobbyist wanted to take
a member to a San Diego
Padres game, he couldn't do it.”

Andrews sees other loop-

holes as well. While lobb
may nct be allowed to 5 o
receptions or parties
makers on their own, they ca
always buy tickets (0 cvent
thrown by the party, the host
city, or the host ccmmittce, he
says. And if there’s a
cosponsorships, he s

byists will likely jump at 1t

“I would assume people
will be looking for cvery av
enue to see what is allowed,

lowed to have cosponsorships
10 help underwritc an cvent
I'm sure some of Ilw will be
done.tshvays .

Anne Ga
Tk sl Repubsican Navioml
Convention, says <he doesn't
expect the House and Senate
gift-ban rules to have much of
an efiect on the Gop < big shor
here. “Our position 1s
gift ban affects me
Congress, obviou

 really affect
t affects wheth
bers of Congress will a
cvents that fall within th
rameters of the ba
very likely that ther
large events where i}
more than 25 people the
than members of Cong

ready made plans for
and functions in San Dieg
“I'd have to check with our
events people, but | d
are releasing the master ca
dar until it is complet
that is a process we are u
gOing right now.” she savs
Meanwhile, in Chicago
Democratic National Conven
tion spokeswoman Delmarie
Cobb says, 1 think that every
one s so cautious at this poin
because so much has b
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Luce, Forward
and Backward

By Thomas K. Arnold

Luce, Forward, Hamilion & Scripps,
the influential downtown law firm
fighting to keep San Diego voters from

having the final word about
whether city taxpayers should
&0 into hock over hundreds of
millions of dollars, may have
cost federal taxpayers $2.6 mil
lion. So says the U.S. govern-
ment, which early last year went
to court in neighboring Orange
County, accusing the firm of
maipractice in connection with
the much-publicized fall of
Great American Bank, the on
venerated financial institution
led by local Republican heavy-
weight Gordon Luce.

‘The suit was filed by federal
banking regulators, who accused
the well-connected downtown
law firm of bungling the 1988
sale of a real estate joint venture
interest that cost Great Ameri-
can nearly $3 million. Less than
three years later, the bank was
seized by the government for be-
ing “in an unsafe and unsound
condition to transact business
due to having xubx(amully in-
sufficient capital

The case, settled last month
after more than a year of legal
wranglings, set Luce, Forward
back only.$25,000 — a fraction
of the “not to exceed $250,000"
the law firm stands to make un
der its legal contract with the
ity

Under that arrangement, ap-
proved by city council in a Jan
uary secret session, Luce la
are bringing a succession of legal
actions against a group of tax-
payers who want voters to de-
cide whether the city should go
into debt to pay for an array of
new buildings, including the sta-
dium expansion, a ibrary,a con-
vention center expansion, park
buildings, a new city hall, and
other improvements. So far, the
Luce legions are winning: two
local judges have ruled that al-
gal technicality forbids voters
from ever again having a say in
how much debt the city council
can incur on behalf of taxpay-
ers. The group of taxpayers Luce
i suing on behalf of the city has
vowed to appeal

The case of the federal gov-
ernment versus Luce, Forward

began back in December 1994,
when the Resolution Trust Cor-
poration (RTC), set up 0 un-

tangle the financial debacle of

the 1980s savings and loan scan-
dals, filed suit. The RTC, which
was named Great American’s
conservator and then receiver af-
ter the financial institution’s Au-
gust 1991 seizure, accused Luce,

Forward of negligence and

breach of duty.

According to the suit, K.

Michael Garrett, a Luce, Forward
attorney — who in December
1988 was supposed to help the
bank's development subsidiary,
Great American Development
Company (GADCO), unload one

ing drawn up. In his absence he
delegated the job to another at-
torney, Eric O. Freeberg, who
“lacked expertise in the areas of
taxation and partnership law;"
according to the suit. The pur-
chase agreement, as drafted by
Freeberg, failed to retain
GADCO' right o capit

prior to the purchase date, the
suit alleges, resulting in a loss of
more than $2.6 million —
money Great American Bank
desperately needed to boost its
annual financial statement. The

merit” and believes the govern-
ment would have won had it de-
cided 1o pursue the case

ut julie Simon, who repre-

lion in damages — and that
could have led 0.2 very involved,
complex, and expensive trial —
for $25,000

two attorneys are no longer with  sented Luce, Forward, says the Great American Bank was
the firm. law firm’s willingness to settle  one of the most notorious casu

In July 1995 a federal court  should not be taken as an ad- alties of the great savings and
approved a motion by Luce, For-  mission of wrongdoing. “There  loan scandal of the late 1980,

ward to dismiss the case, find-
ing that California law does not
permit the reassignment of mal
practice claims. The RTC ap-
pealed the ruling to the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals, and
last December, just as the RTC
was about to be dissolved, regu-
lators agreed 0 the settlement.

William Coffee, attorney for
the RTC, says “the case had

ouple of things going on
1ys. “Number one, the
RTC was being dissolved; they
were closing out their books and
maybe they needed to show
something for their efforts. And
number two, anyone who liri-
gates knows how expensive it s,
and certainly it makes perfect
business sense to settle a case in
which there was alleged $3 mil-

Originally known as San Diego
Federal Savings and Loan Asso-
ciation, the financial institution,
under Gordon Luce’s steward-
ship, had gained respect at home
and throughout the savings

and-loan industry.

In the 1970s and early '80s,
San Diego/Great Am
helped finance several ambitious
downtown projects, including

Park Row, Columbia Place, and
its own high-rise headquarters
on B Street between Sixth and
Seventh Avenues. The bank
quickly grew into the seventh-
largest thrift in the nation, with
$16.2 billion in assets, 214
branch offices, and a develop
ment subsidiary that by 1991
owned 3681 lots or homes, 1314
apartment units, and 328 acres
of land and commercial build-
ings totaling 1.65 million square
feet, mostly in San Diego and
Riverside Counties.

Ultimately, however, losses
from problem loans and real cs.
tate investments wiped out
Great American's net worth and
prestige, leading to its August

stemmed from GADCO, its de-
velopment arm, which suffered
when the Southern California
real estate market grew soft in
the late 1980s. At the time of its
collapse, Great American had
been trying to sell GADCO for 18
months; even before that, the
bank had been trying to sinload
some of GADCO's holdings to
boost its bottom line.
According to the RTC suit,
GADCO in early 1988 began
evaluating the possibility of sell-
ing its interests in a number of
real estate joint ventures to its
partners “due to Great Ameri-
can Bank’s desire (0 accelerate
profits” The bank retained Luce,
Forward to help draft purchase
agreements, according to the
suit, and in the last quarter of
1988 directed GADCO to unload
several of its partnership inter-
ests,including McMillin Scripps
11, a real estate joint venture
formed in 1977 by GADCO's
predecessor, Financial Scene
Inc., and MLM Development

nc
In December, Garrett was in-

Great American tower

structed to prepare purchase
cdocuments for McMillin
Scripps. According to the suit,
GADCO told Garrett it intended
10 book the entire sales price as
profit “in order to boos: Great
American Bank's overall finan
cial veports” and retain the right
0 all of its accrued capital. But
when Garrett took off on a ski
trip and assigned the deal to
Frecberg, the suit says, the capi-
tal retention clause was never
put in the purchase agreement
and GADCO ended up losing all
its accrued capital, in excess of
$26 million. GADCO and it for-
mer partner went to court to re-
solve the matter; according to
the suit, Luce, Forward learned
of its attorney's error in an in
ternal investigation but “contin.
ued to represent GADCO with
out revealing this finding.
GADCC and MLM eventually set
ted for a fraction of the disputed
amount, the suit says, prompt
ing the RTC, after the dispute
had been resolved, to go after
Luce, Forward for the balance

According to the suit, the law
firm’s “negligent and improper
actions and inaction’ resuled in
a net loss to GADCO “in an
amount io be proven at trial, but
not less than $2,388,000"

Last July, seven months af
ter the suit had been filed, the
USS. District Court for Central
California dismissed the case,
finding that California law
barred GADCO from assigning
its malpractice claim against
Luce, Forward to the RTC or any
other entity. The RTC had ar-
gued that it was the “intended
beneficiary” of the transaction,
suffered the ultimate loss, and
therefore had a right to sue un-
der federal law. But the judge
said California law took prece-
dence, and agreed with Luce, §

contimued on page 8
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advocacy group that pus|  problem s
made of the rules and whatyou  for the new gift ban, fearsa  Lamson says.
are and are not allowed to do,  Senate exemption could lead to  special interest

tnat | think people will go over
board, to the extreme, to make
are not doing the

House

sure people

wrong thing has been

Jennifer Lamson, a vice

resident for Common Cause
»nal politic

a similar loophole in the
“What we're talking
about here is a problem that
fixed by Congress
and the prospect that they are
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rules they have instituted tc
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that used to be done
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down the wining and d
members of Congre
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who have been clamoring for

) effect just three
t finally shut
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Andrews says he's niever ad
ated the giving of expensive
lawmakers, but he sees

g wrong with a little so-
amaraderie — like a
San Diego Bay

or a wine-and-cheese reception
at the San Diego Museum of

wed on page &
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Art of appreciatio

like T-shirts, books, or

venir type of

here is a tre
understanding of what lobby

says. “A lot of people have this
bad stercotype, due in part to
politicians having attacked lob
byists to deflect attention away
from their own problems. Peo-
ple are often led to believe lob-
byists have immense power
and work only for powerful
special interests against the
public good. But when you
start talking to people and ask
ing them, ‘o't you think you
should have a right to exercise
your constitutional rights to
petition government, and have
someone help you do so? And
if you have a vital interest
don’t you think you should
have the right to spend what
ever money to do so?’ most
Of course

— some.

one to convey your interest to
government officials.” 8

Luce,
Forward

Forward’s contention that by
suing under its own name and
demznding a federal jury trial
the RTC was attempting o “in
fuse procedural steroids” into
the malpractice claim.

Even so, last December, on
the eve of the RTC's dissolution
Luce, Forward agrecd to settle
the case for $25,000. As for the
merits of the case, julic Simon,
the attorney representing the
law firm, says only, “No discov
ery had been conducted. We
never got that fa in the case; we
never even tonk a deposition.

In the m,
from Great A
collapse has continued, as has
GADCO's role in hastening the
bank’s failure. Last January, a
federal grand jury indicted a
San Francisco real estat
oper and a senior GADCO offi

devel

cial on bribery, conspiracy, and
fraud charges in an alleged
scheme that stripped Great
American Bank of its interest
in a Rivesside County golf
course and adjacent residential
land. The 12-count indictment
accuses William W. Dean of
paying $175,000 in secret “con.
sulting fees” to Lawrence A
Heffner of Escondido, a forn
senior executive vice president
at GADCO, in exchange for
Heffner's work to improperly
influence decisions. The in
dictment charges that Heffner
manipula e and loan
terms to the benefit of Dean
and his companies. Great
American Banks $40 million
loan on the property was never
repaid. Heffner did not return

phone calls seeking comment, m

BEFORE YOU
HAVE SOMEONE
TOUCH YOUR
FACE,
PON'T YOt
NANT TO
KNOW WHO
TRAINED TFHEIR
HANDS?

he key to a more attractive you is it
your physician’s hands. Literally
Their talent, training and experi
ence determines the results. Our
medical team was educated at major Americar
medical schools in every type of cosmetic
procedure. Each completed more than six year
of surgical training in addition 1
four years of medical school
They are recognized by on
of the most rigid medical boards

in American medicine
And, in their combined 38
years in practice, they have com
pleted more than 45,000 cosmetic procedures
As plastic surgeons, they are qualified to perform
all cosmetic procedures from new laser tech
niques to facelifts.
Before you put

one’s hands, ask
about their qualifica-
tions. s your right.
Afrerall, you'll be .
wearing their
handiwork for the
rest of your lfe.

D). Guchen, M.D
R. Mervl Olesen, M.D., M 1
Loni H. Saltr, M.D.

LA JOLLA
COSMETIC
SURGERY
CENTRE
State-of-the Art Computer Imaging
American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive S
4150 Regents Park Row, Suite 260

La Jolla, CA 92037

619/456-0484 or 800/33-NEW YOU
Financing Available
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To: Matmail:

The City of San Diego owns how many golf balls? — A. Pismo Clam, La Jolla

Okay, I'll bite. My answer is zero, but something tells me Sefior Clam is already preparing his

“Gotcha, Matt!” letter. The city does own two golf courses (Torrey Pines and the course at
Morley Fieid in Balboa Park), but the pro shops at both are operated as concessions. The
concessionaires, not the city, own the balls. I've tried to cover all other possibilities: If you shank
a drive into the bed of a park and rec department truck or through the mayor’s window, does
the city then own the ball? Do we hand out America’s Finest City golf balls to lure sister cities
or major corporations? Not that I can tell, though I was definitely hoping to find a secret
municipal stas!

Dear Mat
Since even a minute quantity of somebody's blood can be analyzed to determine the person’s
DNA, what happens when somebody’s entire blood has been replaced by someone else’s biood
.mm a transfusion? — Motocom, e-mail iand

Dea
DN  ight-handed or - Hardadt TVe b It diatbork oy, Plsse don's ansver *Yes”
— Larry James, Hillcrest

But — but — the answer really s yes, Larry. The right-handed DNA double helix (like the
threadirg in a standard screw) is the norm, but ten years ago scientists discovered that segments
of DNA can take on a left-handed twist. Southpaw DNA has a different chemical action from
the same material in a right-handed configuration. There's also supercoiled DNA and a dozen
or 0 other variations on Crick and Watson's original, pristine right-handed model.

As for Motocom’s scenario, if some inventive thug committed a crime, then somehow
managed to wangle a full-volume blood transfusion to cover his tracks, it actually would work
for a while. The DNA in his donor blood would be a perfect alibi. But that would eventually
unravel because cells are continuously dying and being replaced. His bone marrow would still
be churning out blood cells with his own incriminating DNA, and at some point all the donor
cells would be gone. A partial transfusion would (temporarily) produce a DNA test with two
different gene patterns. And in the ca: bone marrow transplant, the recipient’s blood
would forever have the donor's DNA pattern, different from his other body cells. This actually
came up during a paternity lawsuit, “Dad,” it turns out, was a bone marrow recipient, o the
original DNA testing of his blood el d him though,

they retested cells scraped from the inside of his cheek and o gene pattern emerged
isc, a transplanted liver, heart, whatever, will always bear the donor's DNA.

whe
Like

Dear Matthew Alice:

1lived in Pennsylvania in the 1960s. One of the things that I remember about the place is that
there were underground coal fires that had bsen burning for years. Have they been put out by
now? — Jeannette, Solana Beach

Peninsylvania smolderson. So do WestVirginia, Colorado, and ot coalrichareas. The own
of Centralia,

for 30 years. The feds estimate there’s )emmgh coal left to keep things warm for 1000 more. It
probably started as a dump fire, which ignited a coal seam. Big subterranean voal fires are
virtually impossible to put out. Pennsylvania has about three dozen going right now.

Dear Matthew:
A cocktail waitress at Milligan’s told me that a maraschino cherry will stay in your stomach for
four years. Something to do with the preservatives. This seems unlikely, at besi, but it raises
another question. Cherries are usually dark red. What do they do, soak them in Clorox first and
then rinse them and dye them bright red? — Jeffin P.B.

Atleast you turned to us in your hour of bewilderment and didn’t order another round of facts
from the waitress. (*Scuse me while I make a note to find out wky health-food fanatics believe

we have a lifetime’s worth of Double Whoppers and Lucky Charms in our stomachs — that
preservatives make foods indigestible ltic action. It'sa )
One day, before Milligan’s opens up maybe, cruise through the canned fruits section of your
local foodaterium. There you'il find what are called Royal Anne cherries. They're kind of pale
pinkish-gold and ar sold mostly a processd fruit, ot freh. That sicky red ball at te bottom

dd
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fyous double Manhattansared ife 11 Royal Anne: Soak ‘e i brioe fo a whil

of sugar, some bitter almond oil, and douse 'em with red dye #40, and there you have it. The
rocess was invented in the 19205 as a way to preserve the fruit for year-round sales. The big,

juicy, dark-red dudes are Bing or Montmorency or some other variety grown to be sold fresh

(excellent for A. staff, by the way, asare p . Don't go to bars for health

tips, Jeff.

0. Box 85803, San Dicgo, CA 92186-5803, or fax your questions 10 231-0489,
il@aol.com via the Internet.
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FREE ACTIVATION'
and
2 HOURS OF AIRTIME
A DAY FREE!

(5-7 pm, Monday-Friday)

Authorized Agent

MOBILNET"

KEARNY MESA CHULA VISTA CAMP PENDLITON
4411 Smeet 1355 Broodway, Ste. B Marine Corps Exchonge
277-14( (next 1o ) 8887000
4201255

Al stores open Monday-Friday 9:00 om-6:00 pm

That's what Neil used to

do at Chino. He'd jump in | I)
the chow line and yell at the

ball, or soccer, what do yc

like?

guards, tell them that the | thatshit”
guy in front of him had Fenced off and to th
jumped the line. Worked rear of the parking lot are
40 tables, each one seatir
Spe s 2 seven guests. Thirty-fiv
o o | volunteers, wearing paper
menting on the seven peo- | white hats and aprons. ar

b i, -]

ple who have broken into
our line. Rich and I are
around number 380, make that 387, in the
twisting food line that has filled the park
ing lot of St. Vincent de Paul's homeless
shelter, located on the happy corner of
15th and Imperial, downtown San Dieg
Rich is here for Easter Sunday lunch,
which is promised *o be handed out at
11:30 am. | have come to talk sports; more
precisely, to talk sports WITH THE GUYS.
I'm looking for an inside line into the base.
all scason, or hockey, or major league soc
¢ few of my compatriots have seen
least not in this decade, and since
ninety per cent of today’s attendees are
male, i thought the com
bination of vast leisure
time and maleness could
make this a hotbed of
untapped sports-insight.
1 pass Rich a ciga
rette, jovially ask, “Who
do you like in the Na.
tional League East?

You know, the
Mets, Atlanta, Philly
Montreal, Miam’, base-
ball, th boys of sum
mer, hot dogs, crack of the old bat.” I am
as eager as a puppy

Rich’s face twists sideways from con
centrating for the first time today. “Well, |
used to like the Cubs.

Yeah, you like the Cub
I'm trying to help Rich squee
out. My face contorts like his.

Long pause. Rich offers an “I'm-a.
dumbshit” smile and says, “Well, 1 don't
follow bascball like I used to

Since this is Easter Sunday, the lunch
is hot, and served by voluntcers. | hear a
chant passing down our long line: “They're
going to have iamb, they're going to have
lamb, they're going to have lamb.” Today,
St. Vincent regulars are overwhelmed by
part-timers and their guests. You can easily
spot the regulars; they e the ones asleep on
the pavement. The rest of us stand around
in a bovine stupor.

1 move down the line to about number
150, to William, a black guy, mid-thirties,
wearing a brown fatigue jacket, jeans, and a
blue T-shirt, all blended together in one
continuous layer of caked dirt. William is
gnoring. his head rests on a green duffel

a

nd, and..”
this thought

1 kneel down. William opens his eyes.
Tsay, “Hi. Let's talk sports.”

“Oh, man, what are you doin'?” I have
rarely seen such pure disgust show on a
human face.

1 offer William a cigarette, he takes it,
1 light it for him and ask, “Hockey, base-

The Sporting Box so
the Internet: sportboxi

FHE VEGAS LINE

serving hot tray meals

Security guards roam the
area; one particularly beefy guard super
vises the single gate that opens into tf
eating area. A volunteer calls out, “Oksy
for 28,” and the guard allows 28 suppli
cants past his portal, putting a hand u
for Mr. 29.

1 fall in line with Al, an alcoholic
indeterminate age, no teeth, bulbous rcd
face, five-foot-six-inches of scabs and
grime. Al has been in line for an hou
a half when we are beckoned and dir
to a center table. A volunteer serves us 1
small cup of iced tea and offers a half pint
of milk. The courtyard is very sccular
Easter Bunnic
Christian poste
only one overwe
priest who dire
traffic but does
engage his flock

Sharing our
ble is a cross sect
of the normal §
on population o

on weekend lea
there is a Me

a couple blacks, and
two disturbingly
bred whites, one of whom thinks of

bad business going on back in the hollc
of wherever it was he came from. |
these men have been horribly beat
down by life; the other half are still a
and very enraged

Everyone, everyone seated in
ceurtyard eats slowly, very slowly, which
is an old prison/hobo trick: the slowe
you eat, the less food it takes to mak
your stomach feel full. This habit adds 1
sense of great dignity to the meal

This afternoon’s prize is two thin
slices of lamb, a serving of corn, mashed
potatoes and gravy, and a bit of apple i
delivered on a paper plate about the sizc
of a regular TV dinner. My companions
are eating more carefully than the patrons
of any restaurant I've ever been in

Tlean over to my meal buddy, Al. and
ask, “Think major league soccer has o
chance?”

“What?"

“Big-time soccer. A new pro league, just
starting in America. What do you think?

Al does not respond; Al is slowly gum
ming his mashed potatoes.

“Okay, how about hockey?”

“Don’t know hockey.”

1 pan the table: everyone has his eyes
on his plate; everyone’s mouth is wurking
slowly, almost like a ballet. I cough. put
my white plastic fork into a small pilc of
corn, take a bite, and begin to chew, cver
ever so slowly.

cits your comments via CompuServe: 74640,2700:
x.netcom.com; fax to the Reader: 231-0489:
101 Reader, P.0. Box 85803,

an Diego, CA 92186-5803
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My friend shops there all the time,” Buck says. “I'll have 10 try \ b - e, I | e v

that sometime.” He may just pick up and leave San Diego. “She wants 1

g0 to Florida, so | told her to check into it. She looks after me becau.
can't see

Before we part, | tell Buck about Daniel, a chefat OI¢ Madrid
likes to read philosophy and expand his vocabulary. He learned two e
words last week. The first was epistemology.

I've heard of that,” Buck says.

1 tell him that Daniel knew the definition of the secon Tk
ouldn't retrieve the word itself. He thought it had an h-y-m. It wasn't
homonym. Then Daniel said, “Ad, ad...." And I said, m o

han

argument based on the views of a person rather
Willyou wriethal dow 60 I TRack sk g me b
kin. 1 oblige. “I can’t read it,” Buck says, “but I'lljust hand

More Stars appear in the business listings of the San D)
book than in Vincent Van Gogh's night sky, but the Star
them. I know the tavern hasa phone, because Lonnie, the Vietna

c ' ron A
oy n hour i ! L us MORE FREE-
friend. “It's for the business,” Lonnie s3ys, and she lets him know E A

(continued from page 1)
And everybody is. They are starring in some fantastic production —
some memory of past triumphs or daydream of victories to come. Some
vision of romance kept alive by the irepressible energy and r
tions of the b ds of tiny twinkle ligh

message 365 i Rreec i amteor M1 o s CATRGS et
My cover is a Dell book of crossword puzzles. It's a conversation
piece. It makes drinks last longer. Once in a while it even lets me make
1 hasty note or two to jog my overburdened memory
Buck sits to my left. Just as he’s telling me he lives at the Arling

ton, the man to his left excuses himself for interrupting

“I heard you say something about talking books, and I'm legally
blind. Macular de-teary-ation.” He says something else 1 don’t catch,
something about the retina. The three of us exchange names and hand
shakes, awkwardly, because bars are as one-directional as airport seat
ing, unless you g0 10 a table, and then you miss half the fun. The second
legally blind man is Norman, 63, who looks like a star of major magni
tude in his crisp white shirt, pale blue urdlpn. impeccable grooming,
and heavy-rimmed g]a.“n ‘meant to magni

1‘.

maid

“Patients with S macular . Eventually, | learn from another patron that the bar is listed a- the Sta WITH ANY ANNUAL PLAN
the Merck Manual, “though often ‘legally blind (less than n), Club. Sure enough, it's been there all along. -
usually have good peripheral vision My friend and 1 discover the High-end users
and useful color vision, and they should Star, hidden away in an ungentrificd NEW DEAL 3 ( 3 [ J
be advised that they will not lose all spot near Horton Plaza. It close t AVE 25°% ON
sight.” standing room only when we enter G CESS RATE!

We sit at the half-bar, away from the # WITH ALL PLANS BEGINNING WITH LIFESTYLE"

main act.on. I ask for Chardonnay

They don't haveit.“What wines do you :

e ; mWII “ W £e
“We have chablis. Chablis rose . s
“Uniike the planets, which shinc ; [

B e Yght tom the s, WITH THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE*
are self Iun,:num Pl ey exphiin

why everybody at the Star lights up 4 ~ -
little thought to others in the pas

their tobacco plumes WITH ANNUAL PLAN — ONLY $4.99/MONTH '

(,()N&T;HJATI\(‘!N Ahl; TICUS: De [ Motom’a AT& T i -
onni, Mariss, Zora [ - B

satellites Daniel, George, “French Fries f WITH ALL ANNUAL PLANS* WITH ALL ANNUAL PLANS* — ( &=

jorman was a military pilot in
P iy Lot
his near-blindness, which can come
on gradually or suddenly. “They wanted
me to fly this plane,” he says, “and
there was no way | was going to do it
when | couldn't see, so they grounded
me, and then | got out of the service.
Norman lives in a studio apartment
ina I4-storybuilding across from the
Golden West Hotel.

When Buck likens the universe
to.a bar, I pull out my pencil and say,
“Ithink I can use that in a poem.” That
ourages him to expand the theme.
See, the bars have taken over the old
barn dances.

Well, maybe. But the Star does
n't look much like a barn, except for
the high ceiling. Carpet and barstools
are red, but not barn red. There’s a
white pool table at the rear of the long,
narrow space, a second half-bar oppo-
site the main one, and small black cir-
cular tables along the other, half toward

-

o

i
P
-

= PLAN!
e : : N T AN | e T L
And one clear “l“ for me
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ceiling have accumulated smoke an pnnic  me that the Asian barmaids dress up 4 ’ i 4, a1 - e ,
e ot o SR s e | o e o o e - o
ican should send someone over to clean things up. that.” He eases himself offthe barstool and makes his careful way  two stalwart young male friends to escort me. Sure enough. mini Pk So e

Aloud, Norman wishes he could play kismisic tapesonthe - tothe door. I plad hungerand lan my escape forunch. The St measures of vlvt and lce 80 much fowdy and rcou cnfa
government machine, but he says it won't worl loesn’t serve any food, not even snacks, so I'm going to the sion that we leav ne ¢ s for a deserted (quiet -}

gy e iele bl himel TS et io kel Segtothemallsion that e lesve afe one o e driaks for a desered (g You’ll Be La hirn’

tion of the adjustments necessary to make it happen. Norman “Ilove soup.” Buck says, and it's casy to see why a tooth- Observers differ on which star is the brightest in this con
thanks him for the tip and says he'll try it when he goes home. less man would choose  liquid diet. For my benefit, he gives me . stellation, but an unscientific poll of volinturynormen o -

“I'm entitied to carry one of those red-and-white canes,”  the location fa $3.95 all-you-can-cat family restaurant, He swants ¢ Lonnie-watchers in the ascendanc. A” the wa to La h’ n’
Norman says. “But there’s no way I'm gonna degrade myselflike 1o know where I'm going, so | admit to Nordstrom *“Lonnie’s young," Dee says,probbly to explain her spccy -
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efficient service, the way she tends to business, rushing from one
end of the bar to the other, a diminutive figure in tight, faded jeans
and a sleeveless off-white sweater, who probably tips the scales at
90 pounds. Knowing that Lonnie is 42, I'm surprised by Dee's
comment, because it implics that she herself is older. When Dee
wears makeup and smiles her deep-dimpled smile, she could pass
for 24 in the dim lighi of the bar. Her eyes shine, and she looks

1 buy him two beers while he says that,
no, he’s not Catholic, ““but I'm still
basically Christian, still believe in God.
And | still pray.” He adds, *“1 have a beer
once in a while, and | smoke, but...."”

like one of the poster girls on the wall
Melody is a major Lonnie satellite. He - - yes, he — lives at
St. Vincent de Paul and comes in nearly every morning. *I could
watch Lonnie all day,” he says. “She's got a hundred difierent
expressions.” He lifts his coffee cup in midair signaling a refill
angling for a close-up of yet another pert grimace. Lonnie sends
Dee to deliver the mug, Today Mel, as the regulars call him, for
got his real money, so he's drinking instant java. I buy hm two

but I'm still basi
He adds, “1

beers while e says that, no, he's not Catholic
cally Christian, still believe in God. And 1 still pray
have a beez once in a while, and | smoke, but

During the second beer, Melody tlls me thestory of Satan
how he was the brightest of the arc val
God, 30 he was thrown out

‘Where did you get this?
Mel says. “It's not all in one place. It's scattered

ngels but wai

“Genesis,
through
I'll have to read that sometime. It sounds interesting
While we're talking, Meludy says they changed the words
in the jukebox song from “sonofabitch” to “son-of-a-gun.” | real
ize thatthe music docsn'tcxist for me except s background dis
h

sonance interfering with conve

i, Chet® soonaion sare: Zorayds, thesemive of the
sings along with the plaintive outpourings of country that escape
my hearing range entirely unless she upstages the soloist. One
black-barfly brings his own music. Earphones clamped in place,
he responds to my touch on his arm, takes the phones off, and asks

me to repeat
“What are you listen o
“I keep changin’ the stations,” he says.
“Yes, but what do you like?”

“I like all of it.” A long pause. “Except country,” and he
g thé phonestack on ks head

rprised in repose, faces of the barmaids reflect boredom,

There are some evena
good workout won't
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distress, chronic fatigue, but they've learned to light up like Chris

mas trees for patrons, (o twinkle roguishly and slip into the

eyed language of the night, spiced by the charm their accent. pr
vide. All e Filipinc

Linda

Lonnie, who

the rest of us when the

ter in their nativ

Atfirst§ get Linda and |

confused, but |
more delicate by

ture and facial feature

1 see Marisa so seldor

she remains i
distant
Sixto, the

right, drinks Mexic.

Hessays he’s from the Phi
pines, and, yes, he

low what the girls are

ing. Dee has just said,
is nota good thing

limit is three be

orders a fourth to keep our conversation alive. His voicc i

that I have to ask hiM to repeat almost
visiting the bar with friends on Friday n

ight, and he says.

to come then, but | was too hung over.”
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Christian place Later, I see her cosmetically transformed, wearing a ¢

Piping voices float into the Star from the open doorway,and  fedora, She poses while 1 get it on film. The day fc
hree kids, halfway in the door. Docs San Diego allow ppears in black bra, black lace top, and a slinky short sk
shes o the rescue, handing a bil air is loose and very curly, with the wet look that is fash

hem off to a mall movi 1 tell her she could be a model, and we have another

“L:ll"-'”\}”\ French Fries” to say that he gave Zorayda session. AT L S 2 : , e £ 5
o et~ e A MU Pl v v ‘I don'!t miss those da ys at
ce i T by ot e Zorayda says, “Don’t talk dirty so early all. I remember them, but I
nurse brought me some regular clothes, and | put them on. Then in the mu_" » F, % ’

she said ‘ou can walk home now,’ so | did. ’ -

3 B et it wot i s gt T B o don't-miss them.

Zorayda or¢ f the barmaids, looks different every day, like a movie star What attracts hez, | think, are Zorayda's survival skills. Whe o
Iiwvas tired of

or a model. The second time I see her, she has just come inandis ~ waits tables, she swings her hips seductively. It must pay off,

Meanwhile, the gentleman on my left drinks coffee and nit having breakfast on the customer side of the bar. She talks very  one day shortly before noon, I watch her count out 26 ¢
bles on French fries from a small waxed paper bag, | introduce myself tough, and I wait for the opportune moment to say, “1 don’t think tips.
but can't hear his answer. He's cute in a teddy bear sort of way:  we've met.” Those who sit at the bar give quarters, so Lonnic and e : vy
curly brown hair, a pug nose, bright button eyes, and a ramrod “Yes we have — yesterday.” must make up in volume what Zorayda collects in =ach tip. ( b eln 5 't l r e d 3
spine. The odd thing is that he goes on talking when no one appears “Are you Zorayda? You look completely different.” day 1 catch Dee and Lonnie complaining that Zorayda doesn't
10 be listening. “1 don’t want to work for $240 a month for that “I had my hair up yesterday, and | was wearing makeup.”  carry her share of the load. Dee struts the length of the bar, swing

People see me.
now, and say,
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i ot wops, I Is that you?
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smetically transformed, wearing
s while I get it on film. The ¢
bra, black lace top, and a slinky s}
and very curly, with the wet look that

Christian place
Piping voices float into the Star

1 turn to see three kids, halfway in t

children in bars? Bu

R0 60 e dldin aid her she could be a model, and we have ar

Some observers, mostly those who favor tat
htest star in the smpyrean. “I hope you

Zorayda says, “Don’t talk dirty so early
in the morning.”

« middle-aged woman in faded, hot-pink sweats sa
What attracts her, | think, are Zorayda's survival skills
waits tables, she swings her hips seductively. It must
one day shortly before noon, I watch her count out

oramodel. The second time | see her, she has just come in and i

Meanwhile, the gentleman on: my left drinks coffee and nib- having breakfast on the customer side of the bar. She talks very
bles on French friesfrom a small waxed panr bag L introduce myself  tough, and | wait or the opportune moment to say, I don'tthink  tips.
but can't hear his answer. 1e’s cute in a teddy bear sort of way: we've met.” Those who sit at the bar give quarters, so Lonn
curly brown hair, 3 pug nos, bright button ees, and a ramrod “Yes we have — yesterday.” must make up in volume what Zorayda collects in ca,
spine. s that he goes on “Are you Zorayda? You look completely different.” day I catch Dee and Lonnie complaining that Zorayda doesn
carry her share of the load. Dee struts the length of the bar, swing

tobe Iu!rmng 1 don't want to work for $240 a month for that “I had my hair up yesterday, and | was wearing makeup.

ttest shapes in
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er Loop. Yoshi
d for the

' 'SAVE 30%

I price |

At

IN AS LITTLE AS 90 DAYS!
Our expert physicians offer Best affordable pricing.
state-of-the-art techniques to restore Free consultation.
your natural hairline. Our scalp reductions \ Betre  No worry. No fuss.
and mini- and micro-grafts are your solution (No glue!) in as little
10 baldness. Imagine...no more high-cost 433 months

“Hair-club" charges and maintenance
foes...justyour own ully aatural bie 1-800-777-4735

Highest quallty.

OPEN Weekdays 0 ‘til 5:30
o 00

9232 Miramar Road = Sven sercckders, e
= Ch > fi th ds of
(619 695-6200 Shoose inour warehouse!

ogmmunications

Free Phones!

Complete 2 Phone Package.
Receive Two Brand New 95
Technophone 305 Cellular Phones only ... 9

In Addition you will Also Receive This *125 Added Value ~Sotmewn
Extra Battery, Leather Case, Lighter Adaptor Power Cord/Charger, nJanmpClmgumeJl’bnne.

BONUS SPECIAL FROM BIGJTIRES

UNICATIONS TO ANY OF THE SAN DIEGO Dhone Ac i o EnOnES feauiss new :
RECEIVE AN OIL AND FILTER CHANGE FOR [ e oRTA A AIRTOUCH
termination, a fee to g/
patorlequpmentchrgs o T far are Cellular

only ‘12. ()() 2pplicable. Some conditions a

ring you |

‘I don't miss those days -at
all. I remember them, but I
don’t miss them.

I was tired of

being tired.

People see me;

now, and say,

Is that you?]|

They say, if

Kenneth can

do it, I kn
I ca_n.'Cause-
he's just like

a miracle.”

Things that are more important than telephones.

Today Kenneth is a staff counselor at the African American Unity
Center in Los Angeles, where he helps people rise above drug abuse
and gang violence, and live as productive members of the community.
It's one of the most important connections we make in California,
and one of the many programs supported by Pacific Bell and more
than 40,000 Pacific Bell employees who call California home 1f

you'd like to join your support to ours, please call (213) 7897300

- PACIFICEIBELL.
NET WO R K
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PRICES!
BRAND-NA%E MATTRESSES

LUXUI
MATTRESSES »

RY
12-YEAR WARRANTY

109,199
reg 248

g0 *1

* TWINs. 2o
* FULL 2o
* QUEEN ...z
* KING s 3

* TWINs. 2o
® FULL o2
* QUEEN:. -
* KING ..o

MATTRESSES + 15-YEAR WARRANTY

wg e $125%

oo $165%

g $195%
$245%

reg. '599

PILLOW TOP
MATTRESSES + 20-YEAR WARRANTY

reg 399
r0g.'579
req. 679
rog. ‘899

+169%
+2290
+269
*379

Canopy Bed
[HB/FB with Canopy |

$12995

Coffee Table Set
coffee table, 2 end tabls|]
3 finishes avilable: Ok,
Black or Whitewash Oak

1219 University Avenue
2996957

EVERY ITEM FIN g!il STORIS IS ON SALE!

RT ® BOOKCA

COFFEE TABLES » ENTERTAINMENT (ENTER$ * LAMPS

Iron
{Queen Size, Black Convex]

w20 1 49%

FURNITURE
375 Parkway Plaza
447-4876

Sofa and Lw-;o.t
s 419

New San Dicgo Location
MATTRESS

‘N’ MORE
3092 University Avenuc
2949014

ing her hips in imitation of the

Tedium invades every lull in
s usual activity. In a
fthe po s secing

1 review the
1o this freewhecling

thatled u

talk
You bitch me, I bitch

»ne of

charming lit
dozens that keep the Lonnie-
lookouts coming back. Then
she glances uneasily in my
direction.

‘You don’t have to worry
about your language around
me. | spent 12 years in Mon-
tana. I've heard it all

Lonnie and Dee relax. Mel
says, “I could watch her all day
think she's cute asa bug’s ear.”
In fact, Mel says it so often that
Ibegin to worry about Lonnie,
until I realize that she can Yake
care of herself,

In a slack moment, Dee
pages through a ne
rowed from a custon

“What are you
for?”

“A recycle coupon,” Dee
says. For recycling aluminum

ment. “Twenty-nine ninety
five,” she says. “They tell me
$400. [ don’t have that much

money

Inced a break,” Dee says
Or that's what I think she says.
Actually, she’s still tal u
her car. It

mething non-alco
e flirting with her,
“will you fix my brake for two
dollar?”

He reaches for her hands,
and she lets him hold them
briefly. “You need a dipstick?
he asks. “You want me to check
your oil?

Tall, slim, mustached
George wearsa denim jacket, He
must be on his coffee break. He

ing everyone snapshots of the
Star's celebration of her Novem
ber birthday and Lonnic’s. She
deals out sets of prints to Lon
nie and Zorayda, shows them
tocustomers. | tell her that I'm
aScorpio i00.

Another day, Dee produces
two apples — green Granny
Smith and red delicious. Get
ting ready for another day's
tunch on the run, a daily occur
rence for the barmaids. As aways,
she offers to share with anyone
in range. One day it’s halibut and
Parker House rolls wrapped in

a treat that has Lonnie

native places
McDonald's chic

n nuggets,
smothered in grease. “That's

DISTANCE
+FREE PAGER
+FREE ACCESSORIES

+ Ultra compact
+ Topokhedine
* Alphanumeric y

OKI FREE * ®s) MOTOROLA FREE
WE BUY axo TRADE
O B P HONES
Armexmion: ATouce CUSTOMERS

Why are you still using that big old phone”
Bring it in to us and we will give you a small new
phone FREE with all accessories, FREE activation
and FREE drive time.** We want your business
Would your existing carrier do this for you”

CELLULAR Cm
It 58

Mon.Fri. H])lm"lxlbm
Sat. 9 am- pm  Sun. 9 am

545 Mission Gorge Rd.
(1 bock north o Hwy )
521-1888

MonFrl. 9 am6 pm

Sat. 10 a6 pan + Sun. 10 a5

Arena Bivd

" | S
>

Celluhr City Direct
We come to you: (619) 467-0234

JAr Q‘J}'ﬁ

NORIO Ay

EXPERT WINDOW TIN
SONY cu-nk(ltdm

disc) 80-watt Detachable-face
Cassette and 10-disc CD Changer

« Factory R, wichfull -y
Soon *

349 |

ING $75 REAR 3 WINDOWS. BY APPOINTMEN

CAR AUDIO HEAVEN

CALL US AT 287-4422

Installation *29* radio only, Mon. through Wed.

SONY 80-watt AM/FM
CD Player

KENWOOD Detachable-face
AM/FM CD Player

B sl . e
s perue om vl

* Dulty mosc seuch
-

+RB.Cha

398

ANOS

e N e
Tres varan

Ak hundering bas o youratem with an
@ORION 12" woofer (400 watts RMS) in
adeep bass menglm band pass enclosure and
a SONY 150-watt amp with x-over

I

i 4 9290

Plexiglas band pass enclosure and
2aSONY
with x-over.

150-watt amp

NORIO "8k

%(
(30 watts x 2 RMS).

Odi (75 vars x2RM5)
THoR (125 wans x 2 RVS)
Gemini (5)vars x2RVS)..

AP A
i

TOSHIBA Hlmﬂl.’lﬂ
Detachable-face Cassette Player with | Detachab

mvﬁ
o® ‘9

W@ PoneER 36-watt amp

Somy 200-watt max amp w/x-over, R B m
Sony 100-wart, 4-channel amp, R.B. $129)

(12 watts x 2RMS)

4239 3409
-.4329 §575
.$379 §650

CAR SECURITY

. $109§1995
4188 $9

KENWOOD 100-watt
Detachable-face

400 watts RMS amp, 2 ohms

@ORION
AMP BLOWOUT

240 watts RMS amp, 2 ohms $199
$329

PER

+ S LED lght
* 2otage shock e

* Crucal dome It supervaon

o Starver kill » Light flh
* Inegrated pages s aarm e

.x....m,m

* 2tage shock sensor

#See sore fox detals

4951 El Cajon Blvd. » San Diego » 2874422 « Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5 [ 15

Car Stereo Repair on Premi . §

| T
El Cajon Bivd

349
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START THE SEASON RIGHT...
with a $100 Signing Bos
& «ATREE PHONE!

- LIGHT WEIGHT
- TURBO DIALING
- 100 ALPHA MEMORY

AT&T
3610
- LIGHT WEIGHT

[ COMFORTABLE
| ~—~ | STYLING
.

FREE PAGER AIRTIME!]
Try Our Monthly Pager Special ...

Gt The BRAVO CLASSIC, LIFESTYLE PLUS, OR MEC EXEC

1 tell Zorayda, but
s her proud head and
doesn’t have to worry.
I've been telling Zorayds
Id be a model. “They

asks when I}nndnl to her. “Ah-
bay jeans.” She skims the print
rapidly. “I'll give this to my
daughter.”

Under Mclody's obsessive
gaze, Lonnic talks about her
23-year-old daughter. “I want
her to keep her red cherry,”
Lonnie says, completely unself-
conscious. “I was married twice,”
she adds, “but it didn’t work
out.” She must have married
at 18 and given birth at 19. No
wonder she hopes that her
daughter won't rush things. The
daughter says she isn't plan-
ning marriage anytime soon.

Lonnie

at the Star, 13 hours a day, six
days a week. She says she can't
get another job because she
doesn’t read English. But it's

“I want her to

BAUSCH & LOMB
DAILY WEAR OR
EXTENDED WEAR
&

examination, training, lenses and

solutions. Excludes specialty lenses
ALSO:

INTRODUCING

obvious that she holds the place
together. She's the first to arrive
in the morning, the frst to notice
someone waiting for service.
I'm not there at the change of
shift, but I'd bet that Lonnie is
the last of the day crew to leave.

From scraps of dialogue
mmm.; piece her

Yo, o § 39 e

Totai out-the-door
« Or Try Our Annual Special.

B 99

Total out-the-door

-y WELLACTIVATE YOUR DEAD PAGER FOR FREE!

WE DELIVER
“ewEs 514-0850
e

ut having to
w00 mlny questions. Lonnie's
parents were killed in the Viet
nam War. As a child, she came
10 this country with her grand-
mother and lived in Sacramento.
Later she moved to San Diego.

“My grandmother marry
arichman,” Lonnie says. Hands
joined before her in the atti
tude of prayer, she separates
the palms abruptly, extending
her arms right and left, * He
leave her. He have two wife.
One white, one Vietnamese.”

When | ask Dee whether
she's used the recycle coupon
1 found for her, she brightens.

“1 got $20. Ten for home, ten
for here.” She must split with
the bar owner. It takes a lot of
aluminum to keep his Lincoln
on the road.

Daniel comes in for his
midmorning cranberry juice, a
break from work and a chance
to watch Lonnie. He's 46, mar-
ried 17 years, and lost his fam
ily, his home — lost everything
w0 years ago. Then he met
Richard. Now he lives in a res-
idence for drug addicts and acts
as part-time counselor there.

THE FIRST CONTACT LENS
THE EYE ACCEPTS
AS ITS OWN

We are proud to offer a revolutionary new
contaci lens with amazing biocompatible
technology that makes these lenses so
like your own eye, you hardly feel like

you're wearing contact lenses at all

GET 25 OFF
ANY COMPLETE
B s 0 F
EYEGLASSES

Michael A. Goldsmid, O.D.
SPORTS ARENA

An Optometric Corporation
“Healthy Eyes for a Lifetime”
3750 Sports Arena Blvd., Suite 9

619.224.2879 i

Nox valid with any other offers

SUPIIR MATTRESS SPECIALY

| Nostalgia
| Sleigh
Bed

| (Choice of oak

ikl

2-piece Twin Set
F 2pieceloll'Set o0 s S5
2-piece Queen Set
3-piece King Set

Al.l. PIIIIIIII QIJAI.I'H IA'I'I'IBS sn'rs ON SAI.B!

ORTHO SUPREME FIRM

(12-year factory waranty)

#

[ AssemaLy reguiren ow some mems 5 |

PricEs.

TROUGH 189
WHILE LIMITED
‘QUANTITIES LAST.

5 w s
1011 GRAND AVENUE 1345 GARNET AVENUE

01996 BEACH SLEEP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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His sons visited recently. He
strikes me as a man on the mend;

and in spite of his troubles, he
® looks upbeat and engaged. Daniel
- knows Yeats's poetry and enjoys
reading philosophy
CONSTELLATION HISTORI-
P

WPRESCRIPTION EYEWEAR

CON: Stars Clifton, Gary, Lloyd |
| &

In the combined light shed by

6X9 120-WATT
Clifton and Gary, I get a good

‘ 'K
1 SCONY. [50-wart bridgeable
A k S S Tl Bt e IAY STEREO SPEAKCR
Clifton, 74, is portly, with baby- Refurbished. Full I-year warranty.
pink skin, blue eyes, and miss-
ing teeth that remind me, when $ 27
he grins, of my 7-year-old neigh-
bor. Clifton drinks a concoc- > 3 . z
tion of vodka and assorted fruit g
A

JLAUDIO SONY. & ockiudosgr

three while we're talking, and
buys me a cup of coffee —
instant, P'm sure — but it’s that
or fruit juice for me in the
forenoon. Later in the day, 1
grow more reckless. Clifton has
been coming to the Star for
many moons — since the early
80s. When Lioyd took over the
bar, he tells me, the roof leaked,
50 Lloyd refused to put down
carpet until the hotel repaired
the roof. Now, 10 or 12 years
later, it has started to leak again
in one spot.

Clifton points out the
owner, a shadowy figure at the
back of the bar. His black garb
accentuates a tall, spare buiid.
Dark-rimmed glasses, a mus-
tache, and a ponytail single him
out from the others. Not once
does he look directly at me, and
he never speaks, although he
moves familiarly among the
regulars, Does he suspect that

Remate contra! with shock sensor;
LED, valet override

new ways tO SEC.

EX

And be seen.

DETACHABLE FACE SONY.
A e Sous [nn‘-)hﬁcv AM/FM compact disc layer -umum

Skt eapace e et $138 apeaker operaion,
INSTALLED INSTALLED

Codebopp

wo dual-button nnu-u!lm

shock sensor, lifetime warranty
NSTALLED

*169

JVC DETACHABLE FACE

Digital AM/FM casette with presrs bass € treble
ool ol

50 watts with buil-in equaliser,

%
A gk e ferpiods AM/EM CD player, 120 wasts, 8 oversampling,

Tam here for something other Sunglass & Optical Warshouse $ 4way balance controls el
than the co and the booze? 2 remates ing
Praste ety le,.,g,e i Offers You the Largest Selection lemm$ msmm 1 leTALLED 2% ::.ww;/ LED, clectrowic

sensr, lifetime nmury

of presciption eyewsor i Sothem Coformia! Now you a0
hooe—nat setle—Hhom housonds of the ltest designerformes
o match every toste... ond then some!

nie, his back turned to me, he
rests his right hand on the
counter. Three heavy, ornate
rings with large stones bejewel
his fingers, and | assume that the
gems are genuine, like the whitc
Lincoln Continental Clifton

189
AR ENE:

5 e dcounts on out huge vokame of puches, we s

points out, parked at curbside. ncrditl sovngs o you. .
TR A e o Clarion AMFPMCASSETTE | SON'Y. DETACHABLEIACE | .2zzaPmne.
I E,.EI.,ES phires and rubies, and Clifton Personal Service- i e best ifoe od e Dl prscs ok and e, peker Highponr AW/l o vt o k| 27RO .iuazsm.., H 2 remets trons
AND CROWING offers to show me evidence of the scke. Ou ayewear prfessionols wil hlp you choose he perect N S o5 04 pros saion; 6"“""" piebay ood
r g Loyd's time there — a photo- rome tho Sngs ot he best i you. $
0 f ynlgluhnfhhlslapu;t:mkonz © Contuct Lenses - (hoose irom on unlimited selection that's msml‘m
wall at the rear of the bar. But
! P INSTAI.LED INSTAI.LED
| when we reach the spot, Clifton .
| is surprised to find the picture Presaripton Lasses - Al typesofprescighs ld- b

on our | missing.

The bar is named for z
Lloyd'’s daughter Star, he says. i-j-u sin
pon =m #7778 PINE. GRAPHIC
CENTE®R® Her father talked her into mov- 9-band, bigh-power or passiy, dual pre-outs, -

Enrollment 10.San Diego so that she c w
Fee. It ok v wiat - Lol ol JVC AM/FM CASSETTE DETACHABLE FACE e
Star works Monday evenij EVOLUTION EYEWEAR SYSTE! wto-reverse, ation /F) , e g 5 '
BALBOA ENCINITAS NORTH Tdont meet - Ranttag it ONLY §@Q (kve Exam Nor incLuoko) bty vl aadd s e e s [ i i e P el
ac HWY 805 634-2760 [ESCONDIDO his back to me, Lloyd tosses a s b, g vion escipten s, o s cprons operacion, 88 warts $ $ $
SR daae Tt A iy wordesy W O s INSTALLED INSTALLED 229 INSTALLED 4:29 118
mﬂmﬂgf 697-1212 POINT LOMA ESCONDIDO s.0ne m\g)ﬂhmu peanuts to AT
2242902 clephants at the 700 ——
... Sometimes he's here all §
A e g T REMIER MBQUARTE @O BAzookA e
CREANSTA -3500 N0 unTvERSITY come in,” Clifton says. Clifton
425-6600 AN 4857177 CENTRE spent 21 yars i he Navy, went S D
ssion 4573950 Db EL CAJON AN _DIEGO KEARNY MESA

EL CAJON 281-5543 worked for his brother, who it b © T e RS 4220 Convoy Street
442-0293 ] hada fence-building company.

Onaslow day toward the
end of my sojourn, my path
leads to Gary, who sets a certain
amount for drinks and stops
when he reachesit. He has Social
Security and a pension from 35
years with a press.

4419494 CAR STEREO w0777

Monday-Friday 9 am-6 pm Monday-Friday 9 am-7
, y-Friday 9 am-7 pm
Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday 10 am-5 'On all car stereos, rampmlu:xvjulam Some cars may require extra parts and labor.
urday pm, Sunday 10 am-5 pm ol el i ey Pomtu il demd" Saturday 9 am-6 pm, Sunday 10 am-5 pm
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“The reason so few pedople
are here today is the Social Secu
rity and welfare checks are gone,’

th,

I'Iave it your WAV — | i

Capture the Attention
of the Hard to Impre

SWITCH & SAVE!

We can possibly save you money! It you are ot
currently a GTE Mobilnet customer, bring in your

drinks the first day, $10 the - bill for a free analysis and receive a FREE
next, Then they have to wait f ACCESSORY! (Up 1o 525 value)
didn’t have welfare and Social 2-howr "
Security, this bar would shut ~ . v : : s Break into cellular!
down.” Gary adds that if the « ¢
awa store!
' welfare workers catch their 3 s inl ‘\ g
clients in the bar, they cut them o ol
off. That explains why certain < LEATUER

characters hug the murkier cor 3 PPARTL &
l)c-am your own workstation. We will make i to fit your room. b ol ey e 3 :
ifi made longer or shorter black hole.
h bea oak piece can be Originally, Gary believes,
with many possble designs. — 9 the bar was the hotel restau
g | sant and became a bar someti
o in the *50s. Lloyd took it over
i in the ‘705, he says.

)/'(A SCr

=, w
§ —
WORKSTATION = CONSTELLATION GLADYS: 844450 SANTA MONICA BIVD

T ol ' EO Roat, Do, e WEST HOLIYWOOD. €A+ LM <8 PM Vicious on your vocal chords, but beautiful to your bank account! Simply sign up for one year on the

Gladys

*37°x 37" comer

it phs keyboard é \\ Carryng o smll circular tray, 213.848.3480 Litestyle Plan before April 30, 1996 and receive unlimited weekday drive-time minutes
a short, 40-ish man elbews <
; hm5m1m'ﬂmmmumnymllsuyouunpowb'ymlks'

between me and my neighbor
at the bar to summon Lonnie.
- I'm surprised to discover a male
| 3-PIECE | bartender but soon understand

COMPUTER that he'’s a freelance named
| WORKSTATION Vaughn. “I need a shot of bour NO Inmauon F&
|

bon and a glass of water on the

side,” he tells Lonnie. She pours
o et $ 19 Per Month
the water into a rocks glass

* 48" 2-drawer unit

“Oh, I think you'd better give Offer expires 4-30-96. Must present this aJ
me a fancier glass,” Vaughn We offer everything you need to meet your fitnes goals
says. “She’s a classy lady. in a supportive neighborhood gym atmosphere

Lonnie empties the bour There are no hassles of contracts, crowds or “attitudes
bon into a small brandy snifter
Pt e CECMPLETRCARDIO TSR AREA » EXCALENT
10 a spry 90-year-old womian AEROBICS  PERSONAL TRAINERS ¢ CHILD CARE
wearing a long-sleeved ryon * YOGA  FULL LINES OF EQUIPMENT
blouse and matching long skirt

with a pattern of purple, green,
and assorted colors. Her white
hair curled in an Afro perm,
she wears carrings that must be
three inches long. Two clusters
of iridescent beads — blue, pink,
green, at different elevations —

attach to each earlobe with a
gold circular disk. Gladys always
presides at one of two window
tables elevated on small plat

forms, as befits a certified mem.

ber of the “Bourbon dynasty.”
Poised with cigarette in one

M W/ L
== MW BrING FIT

tuates her listening with nods

e el FITNESS CENTERS

Authorized Agant

THE MOBILNET™!

selected 12-mo. service plans,
u-nn-mm_m- u--u-mnmm-wmw_

termination for any eason Aq-umupnum-mmm!ovn»y
tormination for any reason

For the location nearest you, call 1-800-9-CELL-CITY
945 Mision Gorge Ra. (acros o Rese Toyota) 521-18 5500 Grossmont Cente D. Gommre Mo Fend o)
KEARNY MESA 7575 Claemont MesaBivd. (ar Convoybetween 405 & 163) *SPORTS AREMA 3350 Sprs Area i s o o
EL CAJOM 111 Jamachs R (Pep Bos Shogging Cente, 3 blocks such of ) *RANCHO BERMARDO 11924 e Plas . (o SugpeeCo. e ol
B CHULA VISTA 744 Ota Lakes R (Ralphs Shogping Centerac *H"St) " SOLAMA BEACH (67 San Roskolfo Dr. #130 (Ves o1 x Lo St e, Lors T i)

| + Verticalsorage

and articulation remain clear,
w52 bookeae. itk even after three bourbons. Daz MIRAMESA CLAIREMONT U/ e MeET Sy, ErE
= A SR uih b 292 M e Bivd. 1968 Cloemons Mes Bvd™ 5 s Al come andse s ot KOBEY'S SWAAP MEET s the Spors Arena Saday & Saday, spces B55 & C55
vigor obviously gives her (O e
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(Vors Shopping Centr)  (Cl.-cmont Sqare
e coping Cemer) =, (onplte S 6.
e i of wte and As does introducing her 5453456 ks 7 i
65-year-old husband, Ernie. T i A i DT E
4025 Goldfinch, Mission Hills « 297-6558 62 rear-old husband,
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was up from Mexico and have been married 5 years. “He asked to
i house in Mexico,” Gladys exy After a first
marriage of 45 years, ending with her husband’s death, she'd had
the bad luck to wed several times and get stuck with playing nurse
to her partner's ailments. One had Alzheimer's. “So I decided to
go for someone younger,” Gladys concludes. “Now Ernie has more

things wrong with him than you can imagine.” I don't have to
imagine too many because, right off, she mentions cirrhosis of the
liver and diabetes.

The doctors said he had a month to live,” Gladys says.

That was four months ago.” They are going to Rosarito, where
Gladys will write Ernic’s memoirs, having already completed her
own. “Mine was just for the family,” she says, “but Ernie’s had a
very interesting life.”

The son of a dirt-poor sharecropper, Ernie was gleaning
the fields at the age of 4 or 5. At 14 he was on his own. Eventually
he was hired as a consultant for an oil company, traveling to sev-
eral states to advise on various mattefs. Privately Gladys tells me
that his English is appalling. Should she write the story in the cor-
g i i

it grammatical? | suggest that she write correctly in third person
but use quotes from Ernie to give the account flavor.

Ernie has a collection of cowboy hats. his trademark. “He
wears a hat all the time,” Gladys says. “It took a while for me to
get used to that.”

Gladys comes from Amarillo and taught in Texas and Cal-
ifornia, with summer courses for othr teachers. Two of hr four

still I A Id year or two

N Wiveh Gl i 90, M v bl Vcod 1w Hght:

inga cigarette with a torch,” she says, “and my long dress caught
fire.” She was in shock at first and didn’t feel anything. She hikes
her skirt above the knee and shows me the white scars from thigh
to ankle where they took skin to graft on her body. Then she pushes
up her sleeves and shows similar scars on the insides of both arms.

The doctors said that aa 80-year-old woman could not
possibly survive that degree of burns,” Gladys says. She was in the
hospital three months, going twice a day to have the dressings on
arms and legs changed. A friend told her she got well because she
had a strong will to live.

“My name’s Sheila, and I'm an alcoholic.
| saw you two sitting in here, and | said,
“They’re my kind of people.’”

Every day when they wheeled me in to change the dress
ings,” she says, *I prayed to die.”

Lask Gladys if I can take her picture on Saturday. | haven't
brought my camera ioday. She agrees, shows up on schedule, but
Ernic isn't around. He was supposed to meet her at the bar. I for-
et about Ernie and photograph Gladys.

PRE .
table and uys.'MylumuSheh and I'm an a'coholic. 1 saw you
twosittingin here, and I said, ‘They're my kind of people.

she'd like a Coke ice water, "T'm try-

with any oak purchase over $50

E" n TABLE B W

with any futon purchase over $200

El e

11 AMS M
WA

ing to lose some weight.

'm anurse,” Sheiia says. *I've been living in Pacific Beach
about hn years. | want to live in Alpine.”

" Gladys says, “that's a pretty place.” Gladys and her
hn\hunl are bmmd for Mexico ~Rosarito, she says.
ou speak Spanish?” Sheila asks
Uh TR iers before Gl sars. She knows croug

of the language to get along.

E that she speaks Spanish and Russian. “I wani |
work for Ross Perot,” she says, “because sooner or later, he's goiny
to have to talk to the Russians.”

“Do you want to work for him because he's a millionairc

lask
“Yes," Sheila admits, “but I also like his principles.” Sheila
thinks anyone would be better than Bill and Hillary in the Whit

jouse.

“I like Perot, t00,” Gladys says. “He’s from Texas.” Th
only Republican in her family, Gladys still belicves that Clinzon
hasn't had a fair shake with the media. Shed vote for Colin Pow
ell in a minute, but that's not an option.

Gladys invites me t0 g0 to lunch with her at Bacco's, across
the street, but | have another Appointment. She says the rcstuu
rant’s potato leck soup is delicious. “Wht are leeks?” she sk

ge for soup

zmnlwmuwi-tmdafph:u
sy <Eie and 1 had unch her

we ur}- m m wodrinke oty v
is Marie Callender's
in Horton Plaza. With an internasional of neuroscientists

conference
intown, lveb-lhhnvdhtrqum':hmnhn the Farmer's
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LEATHER CASE AND

CIGARETTE LIGHTER ADAPTER

The thought of honoring our
two new grand openings with a
couple of helium balloons just
didn’t seem to do our new
stores justice. So instead we've
put together a snazzy cellular
starter kit. Sign up on an
.Ahnual Plan by April 30, and
you can take home the sleek yet
powerful Nokia 100 pocket
phone — plus a handy leather
carrying case and a cigarette
lighter adapter — all for just
$29.99." You can come into any
of our retail locations to get
one. And since we have seven
of them now, you shouldn’t

have too much trouble finding
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Market. Maybe | »hnnhlln \| arie Callender's.

he next time | ses black leather
jacket given to her by a woman at the hotel. Before her is a glass
of something obviously not bourbon —a latte? “That's not your
usual,” I say

1t's a Black Russian,” she says. Ah yes! Now | remember.
Her favorite drink: Kahlua, cream, and vodka. She orders a sec
ond to accompany her story of orst year of my life.” She
was 40 and gave birth to a second daughter, who lived 18 days
I went into shock for a whole year,” Gladys says. About the
time, her 4-year-old daughter was run over by a car backing out
of the garage. She was wearing a snowsuit, which protected her
some. She didn't die, but she had to have stitches in her head. Try:
ing to pull out of her depression, Gladys sampled Christian Sci
ence but couldn't accept its antimedical stance. Then she tried
Unity, taking courses and making a retreat at Unity Village.

slowly, she returned to her 54

Two Black Russians hav= done what three bourbons can-
not. 1 offer to give her my arm across the street to the restaurant,
Smitty, a slight black man, unfazed by a leisurely vodka and
Seven, helps her up from her chair and down from the platform.
1 support her right elbow, and we move unsteadily out the door
as Gladys grasps any available solid object: the door jamb, a lamp-
post, a parked car. Safely across the street, I deliver her into the
solicitous hands of a waitress, who helps her to a table. I go back
10 talk to Smitty.

“The first time | see him, the bar is crowded, with a single
firee stool to my left. He stands uncertainly behind the empty
place.

“Don't you want tosit down?” I ask. “This place is empty.”

He climbs to the stool, introduces himself, and shakes
hands. We chat. Smitty was born in Virginia. From 1944 to 1968
he was in the Navy, so he was training in the States during the
last year of World War I1. He also served in Vietnam and Korea.

1don’t even want to talk about that

Smitty seems starved for
human interchange, and 1 like
him instantly. so we get together
whenever our times in the bar
coincide. Smitty's wife died in
1991 He lives in La Mesa, has two
daughters, Shirley Lee and Mona
Lisa LaVon. “Her real name's
Mona,” he explains, “but we call
her Mona Lisa from the painting’

With a thin, pleasant face,
Smitty’s eyes smile enough to
make up for his reluctance to
show his teeth. One oversized
crooked lower tooth, flanked by
gaps, makes him u-l! conscious.
He's going to Mexi

n
i e talkieh e o/ H U \hu;hm will take him and bring

him home.

Smitty explains that a group of friends moved to the neigh
borhood at the same time. “But since my wife died, I'm on the
outside lookin’ in.” His daughters come by to check on him. This
morning, the light on her dash was out, and she had the bulb
but she didn’t know how to put it in, so he helped her

he says

LONE STAR: Jim; satellite Wilson

Six-thirty a.m., and I'm heading for coffee, my personal addic
tion. “Beer & Wine,” reads the black Gothic legend on 1
of the neighborhood grocery in Little Italy. On the sidewalk, 1
homeless man with several plastic trash bags sorts through the
garbage looking for cans and bottles. Buck's right. The universc
is a bar

Downtown, 8:20 a.m., the Samson Hotel Restaurant Ba
is OPEN in red neon. Barflies come to talk or to brood. The talk
ers outnumber the brooders three to one. The men outnumber
the women ten to one. And the takers like to flirt

Today I take the Star's first empty barstool beside a s

n
broad-shouldered man with gray mustache and goatee, wearing
a gray windbreaker and a porkpie hat.

‘We shake hands. “Jim,"” he says.

Smitry
“My name’s Madeline.”
*lathis your first time here?”

\\\\Qgs 1S 0UR ¢ ir,
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CHANGE YQUR
METABOLISM

Lase wp to 1-1/2 lis. per dy (20 lis. per month average). No pills

After I take Gladys’s picture, he lets me take his. | promisc
to send him prints if he gives me his address. He letters it neatly
on the yellow legal pad I produce from my backpack. He claps
his hands silently. “Then I'll have your address, and I can write
to you

“Do you have neighbors you can taik to?”

PRIR ey 't come between us. “T want o play with
your leg,” he says.

“It's too el in the morning ot that.” 've come ocking
for Gladys and Ernie. alone in the doorway like a deus
ex machina. | excuse myself and go to join her in the window
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No shots. No pre-packaged foods. That’s the weight-loss plan at
American Specialised Healtbcare, Inc.

“What we do,” exphins administrator Martha Tucker, “is calculate
bow much protein, fluid and carbohydrates you'll need to reach
and then maintain your goal weight. We give you a listof protcins
and vegetables, and you pick from it - using food from the grocery
store - staying within your cakulated allowable amount.”

Two of your daily meals are a milk or soy Bariatrix product. The
program riscs your metabolism between the two regular meals and the
two Rariatrix products; thercfore, you have eaten four times for the day.
“They're patented and FDA approved,” says Martha, “and arc for the
medical ficld only. They're the source of 20 amino acids. The program E
puts the body in a high-specific dynamic reaction (ft-burning), while
keeping the by from ging into  negative nitrogen baance (musck-  ORSULTATION
burning). & INFORMATION
“Once your weight s down, you no onger ncd the Bariatrixproducts. AMERICAN
We have a four-phas sabilzaton program. When completed, you'e  SPECIAITED
back to consuming all foods, but with changed eating habits.”

EALTHCAM, BC.
467.1550
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WANTED:
EQUIPMENT OPERATORS, FEMALE.
WILL TRAIN. SIGNING BONUS: $100

tone and tighten your body with the proper equipment and
mrwmmwmm?mmmmlnnwmywr
how to live it longer bettar health?

be a woman. Second, you have to call us.

T, the center for women, you can achieve all of the

r to attain your goals with our Mil dieticians, trainers,
it maximizes your efforts in
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CALL 457-4437 Now!
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8650 Genesee Ave., Suite 206, San Diego, CA. 92122.
In the Costa Verde Center across from UTC.
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Soon she’s enveloped in the eternal smokescreen. Gladys smokes
Mores, which look like cigarillos, and carries Tigres in her purse,
a50-cent Mexican filterless cigarette she hands out to street peo-
ple who duck in to bum a smoke from her. “Here,” she says
regally, “you can have the whole pack.”

Sometime later, as Jim leaves the bar, he detours by my place
to mutter in my ear, “You don't know what a day you could have
had.” The next time I see Jim sitting beside a black man at the

avoid being drawn into his orbit. I've forgotten his name in one
of those Freudian memory slips, but I remember his M.O. For
the first time at the Star, | feel wary, and I'm hoping that the
young man in blue who posed for a photograph, saying, “I'm
your bodyguard,” really is.

“Get over here!” Jim orders, pointing to the empty place
near him and a good-looking African

“You come over here.” It's a slow day. Plenty of empty

places.
“Come on, come on! You've got lots of money, and | want
10 help you spend it. You're the best-dressed person in this bar.”
I've taken care not to be. I'm wearing a cotton turtleneck
badly pilled from frequent washings, a cheap green cardigan,
slacks on their way to becoming garden clothes, and the sne
ers | prefer for walking,
“I forgot your name,” I say. “What's your name?”
“Come on, come on,” he coaxes. “I wani to tell you dirty

r name.”
“What's his name?” I ask Dee in an undertone. She's for-

“Especially when he's drinking,” Dee agrees.

For a while, Jim dmmﬂ\l mself telling bar stories. One
about a man who borrowed $3 from him. “That's my limit. And
he didn't pay me back.so 1 soked i for .1 hould sked him
when he was sober, but he was drunk, and when he's drunk, he
gets mean. But they were afraid to throw him out, so they threw
me out, and I wasn't even drunk

That guy (or another from the same mold), Jim goes on
was 50 bad they even threw him out of the Mafia

“And didn't kill him?" asks the black man

For the first time at the Star, | feel wary,
and I'm hoping that the young man in blue
who posed for a photograph, saying, “T'm
your bodyguard,” really is.

“No. The only thing | can figure out s his wife was just so
stinkin® gorgeous.”

Jim prepares to leave, comes over to where I'm sitting.
“You're the pretiest lady in the bar. You have pretty hair.”

“I washed it this morning.

“Itisn't it

“Its real.

“Can | touch ii?"

moment, light as the hand of the priest in blessing, in absolutior
Suddenly, I feel sorry for Jim. Leaning on his cane, he
toward the door accompanied by his exit line, “You could
had a beautiful day.”

With Jim safely outside, 1 o 1o that end of the bar 1o 1
to his audience, the African American whose name is W

T wanted to come over here and -alk to you, but nc
Jim was here.

‘Oh, he's a nice man,” Wilson says. “He was only 1
nnie stands behind the bar, totally absorbed i

a few zany seconds, | imagine that practical, hard-working |01
nie is repairing the cash register. But of course, the till is behind
her. Several times I call her name but get no response

“She doesn’t hear you,” Dee says, leaving me to speculatc
that she has a hearing loss. When Lonnie looks my way, | ask what
she’s up to, She lifts a white plastic rectangular grid. She's wiring
tiny Christmas lights, one letter to a frame, to spell 5-T-A R
Then I remember her asking Lloyd to get the white fixtures out
of storage.

DOUBLE STARS: Shorty and Will

According to the Rand McNally World Atlas (Imperial Edition
there is ten billion trillion times more empty space than stellar
material in our in the universe at lacge, ten million
billion trillion. That's a lot of empty space. The first thing | notice
about the cars in the Star bar is that everyone I mect shabes
hands, as if they re starved for touch.

gotten, too. “He’s oo fresh,” I say. “Okay.” He puts his hand on my head, ‘ets it rest there a
1 FREE
=a)
| E UP
i ; : -
i
Sl I Inclades: Exam, | pr. Surevee, | pr. Acuvue,
P (U 10 5125 value, with this ad H .
Wi 9 i i ok ottt
12 caps EMBROIDERED with your logo $108 ! S
24 caps $288 » 36 caps $396 : REPLACEMENT BOXE
s | Acuvie  *IT%Box ‘18"/80X
Individual ® Teams  Eeceding expectations | SUREVUE ~ 8-BOXMINIMUM  4-BOX MINIMUM
BUSIHCSSCS in Service & Quality. : e PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE
Telephone orders accepted | WA AVE
Pomt l.oma Embroidery wish MC, Visa, AmE. | e
i e i)
(Shcllc! hland arﬂ) Call, FAX or visit 1
224-7379 Faz 224-9057 our huge showroom. 1 — —
L Lt o T T e PP | § AA
T 2 MONTHS’

858 Thira Ave
asan

i
|

1329 Thwd Ave
5854838
Mol Boxes fic
59 Toagraon Caryon .

PAGER SERVICE

& VOICE MAIL
UNTIL 12/31/96*
w20 B No deposit B

pages B No last month fee 222,168

Masa
Mo Boxes 1
755 M s 6.+

e l-nh-auma

Poceserte sieec

Mostpresnt a3

l PagersPlus

4242 Camino del Ro North #15 « 528.8363

Dal Mar
. Mot Boxes 1
S e
Torry's Ryder Truck 792.1200
Saring Valley
e
ovgirt Mating Centers of
N
5 o
=
729491 Bonita
e
Jaiattns it
pas—
0438604 Pt Loma
st
~
1240 € Piaza Biva 123-12%0
e
. S
306 East M S1 ‘Mol Soxes fic.
Lo Tk

ronres servee Rroce”
5234301 o Rt 351998

~ared Dows WOT have 1o bs pacd 1 trme 1 prchase

Povtal Annes

h

Expros Postol Can'e

Excimer Laser

Can They Improve Your Vision?

A Free Video
A Free Booklet
“'A Free Screening Exam
* An EaSy Payment Plan

For Information, call

490-3948

and RK

New shipments are arriving twice cach week. Items include living rooms, bedrooms,

family rooms, dining rooms, accent tables, mattresses and more. All are new, first

quality items available due to overstock, discontinued styles and unclaimed or

cancelled orders.

FURNITURE OUTLET CENTER
741 Broadway, Chula Vista (Between J St. & K St.)
4224486 4224287

Reguia prces e ofrng peces oy Sl may oy act e e e 3¢ gl e
Percntaes off et sawngs o regar e Exchades I Penne: st v, el s
s ek cvery doy i e of 2 o e AT prices s 4, cutomer pckup. No.
dekery svadable W sccepe ICRenacy credt cand, Ve, Msterard, Amencan Expen. and
Dacover

L oapal 1

ad and rec

~aditk
giscounted

resent

s

cive a0
o 20 €

price

LSAT AND LAW SCHOOL
INFORMATION SEMINAR

Thomas Jefferson School of Law will be conducting a
free LSAT and Law Sckool Inf - for Prosp
Law Students.

Thursday, April 18, 1996
6:00 to 830 p.m.
Handlery Hotel * 950 Hotel Circle, N.
San Diego, CA 92108
will be eg

* The Law Sckool Admission Tesl (LSAT)

* Scholarships

* Law School Requirements —

when & bow to apply

To register, please call (619) 297-9700 ext. 1200
and ask for an admissions counselor.

Thomas Jefferson
School of Law

“oundes 9® 2121 San Diego Avenue, San Diego, CA 92110

Accredited by the Western Assoctation of Schools and Colleges and
by the Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California
Application for ABA approval pending.




Like this man, Shorty, a cab driver on three weeks’ vaca-
tion, who limps to the stool beside me. He's a redhead. | can tell,
even though his hair has turned gray. He asks what I'm drinking
and pays for my orange juice, when my dollar is already on the
bar

Down the line, Will hails Shorty. They're both from the
Ozarks, and | get them to name the states. Will tells me he's 72
and, when | say he doesn't look it, laughs hilariously. Another
joker. He tells one in very bad taste, ostensibly to Shorty, but for
my benefit. | change the subject by saying that Victor, one of my
friends, was asked for ID on Friday night at the Star

‘Lots of Sar lhegu bars ask everybody for ID,” Will says.

They

wouldn't ask a well-dressed person like you for ID.”

Will's drinking beer with ice cubes. He keeps asking Lon
nie for more ice. Firially, she pulls from the freezer  bottle wit
two dozen cubes frozen anto it. She plunks it on the bar in front
of him. He erupts into laughter.

T it plastic?” 1 ask.

“No, it's real. Feel it”

“They woukdn't believe this back in Dodge City,” Will says.
He carries it down the bar to show off to his friends. Back at his
place, he says, “I wish | had a camera,” as he sets the bottle down
and triggers an avalanche. He scoops up a few cubes, puts them
in his beer, and pushes the rest into the channel at the back of
the counter.

l'_""__--—_1

“I have a camera,” | say, foraging in my purse. “If you can
get another bottle like that.” Lonnie brings two less-spectacular
specimens. I have a bad time focusing in dim light, but I take two
shots. “There must be one more exposure,” I say. “The camera’s
not rewinding.”

Here,” Will says, “I'l take one of you and Shorty.” He urges
us to move closer together, then clicks the shutter. The camera
rewinds.

T'll drop these off and pick up the prints tomorrow,” I say

“1 won't be here tomorrow,” Will says, “but leave them with
Lonnie.

UFOs

T fy s restroom
for the street exit. I've been in that facility: one stall, a red swing
door with a broken lock, a single sink. One of the pair is clearly

“Breasts way out to here,” the first man adds, shaping the
image with his hands.

"Som " | suggest

“Must be a her-mapha-dite,” pronounces a third

“Weli, all I know is, they came outta the womer
bathroom.” And life st the Star settles back into its customar
round

The jukebox plays “Harper Valley PTA,” the only song
recognize in eight aays at the Star. The song dates from 1968, my
first spring in Montana. If you didn't hunt or fish or indulge in
winter sports, the only options were churches and bars. 1 was
experienced at churches but a rank amateur when it came to
bars. Now I think | understand a lttle sbout the isolation and the
negative feelings that assail those who lack the money this world
uses to measure worth. Contradicting this measure, the Star
beams a message of solidarity similar to that of the poet Richar¢
Hugo. In “The Miltown Union Bar,” Hugo gives the key 1o the

female, but the other is nebulous, looks of Fabio on
the covers of romance novels. Long, flowing hair. Aquiline nose.
Impressive pecs.

“What is it?” asks a man at the bar.

“Well, they came out of the women's bathroom, so it must
be a she,” says another.

“One of those bodybuilders?” 1 ask. “The muscles were
highly Jﬂ‘dn;‘d

eroids.

. maybe,” someone prompts.

‘when they go into a bar: You were noth
ing going in and now you kiss your hend. @
= Madeline De Frees

From 1936 until 1974 Madeline De Frees was a Sister of the Holy Name,
of Jesus and Mary: she published her first book of poems, From the Dark
room (1964), under the name Sister Mary Gilbert. De Frees s author of

six books, sy
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ecution’s case. 1
This penchant for red is eschewed by one consultant who
takes a more conservative approach. “When women ask me, | |
ice |
nation

3 jury. "I would wear a match
ing outfit” for much of the
trial, she says, in neutral col
ors like taupe and black. “Cross. say stay away from red. It's too hot. It's too sexu:
examination day is called red Truman, a senior consultant at jury Research Institut
suit day, Then, whenyougive  wide jury consulting firm based in Walnut Creek. “And wear dark
your closing argument, ifyou  blue and wear a suit; don’t wear a dress.

want to come across as a fiery Wearing different colors on different days does make it
orator, you'd wear something  easier to decide what to wear in the morning, but do juries really |
flamboyant.” Thus, she might  care? Do they even notice

One-ot-a-kind |
itoms.

unique and

semiprecious

wear a bright color to convince ‘Cases are not won on what an aitorney wears,” says Cyn- ‘
the jury her client had bees thia R. Cohen, a jury consultant who advises attorneys in San ‘ lewelry,
abusedl or suffered a miscar Diego and throughout the country. But, she says, “juries do pay world
riage of justice. Other times, attention to what they wear. We've run mock juries whe-e the | musicand |
she wears a navy suit to look jurors have commented later that they liked what an attorney .‘d Moroooan |

was wearing. I've talked with many
women attorneys who said jurors

“Gross-examination day Is called told them later, ‘Hey, you looked
you your  really good in that suit. *

"That's h d'to d

at’s happened to deputy

closing argument, If you want 10 COM® . j.cnac public defender Olivia

across flery orator, yow'd wear  Gilliam. “I've presented great evi

"na > » dence, and I've talked to the jury

later and the've commented on
like the girl next door. “That's

clothing ‘

Wy Good Luck }
Dress?

what I've worn,” she
“There are some attorneys who have their slgnalmr( asto

when the center of your case  what they wear, n. “You have some men attor
oo S GV I G ARDUMENT b 0.5 Sty - > Sowiaos SR e sod e very rational snd it makess - weae thee bow tes, Wemen's atire 1 50 otally different, You
S lotof sense. You wanttomake  really want something that fits the gender, A woman who tries

she wore during the defense
0 dress like a man does not do well. Or a woman who dresses

alot of sense.”
One of Copsey'scolleagues  frivolously. Women just have to dress very tastefuly in order for
changes her hairstyleasatrial it not to getin the way ard not to be an issue.” For example, she
progresses. “U'l pull my hair  says, “They don't want to be weating sparkly diamonds. They
back to give myself more cred-  want to have a very clean appearance.
ibility and authority,” says Cohen shies away from advising clients to wear certain col-
alternate public defender

murder trial, Los Angeles County I*zputy District Attorney Mar-
cia Clark's hair was straight and she was clad in pure white: “The  argument
hollow-eyed voice of reason, her wan appeaance the living  they shed. In the end, of course,
embodiment of an arduous ‘search for truth’ through science,”  her strategic choices didn’t
sccordegle the Los Angeles Times. And when defense attorney  matter one whit — the jury
Johnnie Cochran, Jr., delivered his closing argument, Clark wore  found O.J. not guilty, and none

e of Marcia Clark's arguments, s m ad

Nine months earlier, before her life had become tabloid  much less her clothing and deputy: 7 ors on certain days of a trial. “Most of my work has to do with

! fodder, Clark dlivered her opening argument aressed inblack.  hairstyle, seemed to make any 2 Mary Beth Wirkus, whose  attorneys representing corporations,” she says. “My main con-
ajuve- difference Marcia Clark in closing arguments at the O] Simpson murder trial streaky blond hair is layered cern is that they’re dressed very genuinely, that they're wearing

in front. “Ifthe jury isrespond-  something congruent with their own style, with who they are

nile-locking Peter Pan collar and bow. Her hair was curl; then, ‘That's as it should be, say
her hemlines a little shorter than later in the trial. “Dignified but some local attorneys who try more than anything to dress so to make. Others wear whatever’s clean and comfortablc ing well to me and my witnesses are going well, | 'mshl wear my Doing a huge makeover can backfir
that judge and jury don't notice — much less remember or take San Diego Deputy Public Defender Laura Copsey is a fi hair down, but | would start with my hair pulled ba But, she says, there’s no harm in tailoring dress to the phase

feminine,” prociaimed a consultant who analyzed her atire in
the Times the next day.

None of this happened by accident: the black suit made
her appear serious and sincere, but the blouse gave her a femi-
nine edge to help jurors empathize with her. The white suit worn
during closing argument served to remind the jury of the vic-

any influence from — what they were wearing. But others, like
Clark, believe in the power of clothing as a persuasive tool in
the courtroom. Some have theories about what attire will have
the proper influence on « jury, and they choose colors and
hairstyles for each day of a trial according to the impact they want

advocate of wearing certain clothing for certain parts of a tria
“Usually | wear a suit, a regular suit,” she says, sitting in the
hallway of the downtown courthouse awaiting a trial-sctting
conference before a judge. One afternoon, Copsey was wearing
a print dress with a jacket, but she'd never wear prints beforc 1

T te ball amotier gy alirasts vebllc dofaoders
clad in a short fuchsia top with a black skirt, espouses a differ.
“I wear a red suit when I do openings and when I do

clasings. | wear pastels for voir dire because it's not threaten-
ng" urors, 1 wear

of the trial, so long as the attir is appropriate to the argument.
“Marcia Clark, at the end of opening statements — she wore this

dress with a collar, and it looked like something appropriate to

wear to a wake. It just reminded me of a funeral.”

P Truman says there's a lot of confusion out there as to what
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constitutes proper courtroom attire. “A lot of
female attorneys just don't know. ‘What s the
image | want to project? Can | wear my com
fortable good luck dress, or should I wear a
suit

Some attorneys even wear shabby or out

of-style clothes — o the same clothing each
day — to convey the impression they aren't get
ting wealthy from their cases, but they've taken

thern because of a sense their client was wronged.
Such an attorney hopes the jury will see her as
‘one of them” and empathize with her. It's an
interesting strategy, but it often backfires. One
jury foreman reported that a male attorney
wearing a single suit every day only reinforced
the jurors’ impression that he wasn't a very
good attorney

Waorse yet, says Cohen, poorly groomed
women are judged more harshly than their
male counterparts.
‘While public defenders and
cia Clark regularly attempt to convince jurors
10 reach a verdict favorable to their side, jury
trials are rare for most attorneys. Instead,
they're in and out of court on routine mat-
ters: status conferer.ces, hearings on motions,
arraignments. There’s no jury, and attorneys
don’t need a courtroom consultant to tell them
what to wear; they concentrate on such prac-

ticalities as a desire to stay cool and appear
well-groonied. Approaching the bench with
out stumbling is more important than wear
ing the latest chunky heels. And the best impres
sion an attorney’s clothing can make is nc
impression at all

In the felony arraignment department of
the San Diego Superior Court building down
town, things tend to heat up in the afternoon
Not the cases — they're a long parade of accused

“U the jury is responding well to me and my withesses are
going well, | might wear my hair down, but | would start with

felons entering pleas and scheduling court
dates. No, it's the courtroom itself, packed

conservative suit worn by most of her col-
leagues and opted for a simple navy skirt and

attorneys in our courtroom wear jackets, but
she

the attorneys are its performers, guiding ther
through legal technicalities. For jurors, the
courtroom can be an intimidating, confusing
place where they're asked to master stra
legal concepts and make decisions that aft
people’s lives. Jurors look to attorneys for guid
ance, evaluating their appearance and m
nerisms as they evaluate the case

Attorneys like Brinkis, ant
afternoon of short appearances presided ove
by a judge, and Selinger, who never has a jury
in her child custody cases, don’t need to be as
concerntd with the impact of their ward!
They often prefer 70 impact at all. “Gener.
Iselect [my clothes] to be neutral so my appe
ance does not become an issue in the court
room,” Selinger says.

Suzanne Stanford, a divorce attorney who
also doesn't have to face juries, agrees. “My
goal is that my clothing not call any attention
10 me,” she says. “The focus should be on what
Thave to say.” For example, she says, “I would
n't wear any dangling earrings or jewelry that

ke " That doesn't 't care.

skirt, a white blouse, and low-heeled shoes for
a practical reason: “It was clean.”

“I do it according to what mood I'm in,
what the weather is like,” says deputy alter-
nate public defender Gilliam, who chose to
wear a suit for her routine court appearance.

“You just kind of wake up and know what
you're going to wear,” says Jamie Corbin, a
deputy district attorney who does arraign.
‘ments in the same courtroom as Brinkis. Today

pating a

she's wearing a short-sleeved black-and-white
suit, but I would dress totally different in trial.
1 dress totally conservative.”

What determines whether image consul-
tants are called or whether an attorney wears
blood red as a reminder of a crime’s victims?
Usually, say San Di it's the pres-
ence or absence of a jury. Judges see attorneys
present their cases every day and are likely to
hone in on legal arguments and witness testi-
’ attire. Jurors, how-

ful of what she wears to a court appearance. “I'm
very aware in the morning when I have to
appear in court.”

it literally heats up in there,” she says.
e b

an attorney specializing in child custody cases,
chose a blue-and-gray checked jacket, a navy
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could get away with wearing almost anything
Look at successful L.A. attorney Gladys Root,
whose headgear was often so outrageous she
was nicknamed “the lady in the purple hat

In the 19705, however, as women began mak
ing inroads in law and other professions, a
code developed: dress like a man and perhaps

you'll be treated like one. Thus began an cra
of gray and navy Brooks Brothers suits paired
with crisp white shirts, floppy bow ties, and
sensible shoes. Never mind that this look was
unflattering and made everyone look like a
flight attendant — nearly everyone wore it

“I never dressed that way,” says Stanford,
who's been practicing law for 20 years. “About
10 years ago, my young daughter, who was 13
at the time, went to court with me. It hap-
pened that there were a lot of other women
lawyers there. She said, ‘Mom, how come all
these women are dressed like men?' I said that
may show a certain lack of confidence.”

Whatever it showed, women soon tired of
fussing with those silly bow ties, and the style
gave way to what Stanford remembers as a
glitzy look, and then to today's relaxed but

want to appear sexy in any way,” says Corbin,

1f San Diego lags behind L.A. in the fash
ion department, it's light-years ahead of River.
side, reports Wirkus, who used to work there.
Riverside attorneys’ wardrobes are “really out
dated and frumpy,” she says, possibly because
of a lack of good places to shop for clothing.

everyone scems to favor con

ers, even by

Attorneys here aren’t trendse
conservative legal standards. There’s little com
petition to keep up with fashion fads; a basic
wardrobe of dark suits, blouses, and pumps
will do fine.

“Llike to try and be a little conservative,
says deputy district attorney Kelly Chong, head
ing for an arraignment in a cream-colored
jacket and blouse with a black-and-cream flo
ral print skirt. “J always wear a jacket with

““When women ask me, | say stay away from red. It’s too hot.
It’s too sexual.”

whatever I wear.”

Los Angeles, attorneys say, is another
story. The home of the entertainment indus.
try and its excesses is also home to attorneys
who are more dressed up and trend conscious.
As a result, barristers’ wardrobes need to be
updated frequently. “I spent much more on
clothing when I lived in L.A.," says one female  time,” she says. “You can tell who the D.A s are
attorney. based on their haircuts and their clothes. The

“Women weren't afraid tobesexyin LA, defense attorneys have more hair. The female
I edinboth  D.A.s like to wear bows in their hair. There

Just because
servative dressing doesn't mean that San Diego’s
attorneys look like clones of one another.

Among the young district attorneys and pub-
lic defenders, there's plenty of friendly snip-
ing at one another's attire.

Copsey maintains she can identify an
attorney's place of employment based on the
way in which she's dressed.

D.A.5 dress conservatively all the

yle. Ina p prac-
titioners are unlikely to follow fashion maga-
zines’ advice to wear an orange silk shirt with
an argyle miniskirt, San Diego, in particular,
is conservative and understated.

are more blond female D.A.s. Defense atior-
neys are almost never blond,” says Copsey,
who has brown, chin-length hair.

Wirkus, the blond alternate public defender,

. “But here you can’t get away with that.”
Women echo that sentiment. “I don’t
want o offend anybody. | don't want any cor-
ments about her skirts too short, and I don't

cit
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puts it bluntly: “The defense lawyers dress
inuch better thi the D.As.”

And, of course, the amount of money an
attorney makes can make a big difference: “You
can tell who's worked for the county for a long

time because they have really worn-out suits,

Copsey says.

Jurors in the O.. Simpson case said it was holes
in the prosecution’s case that caused them tc
vote for acquittal. No one ioned any holes
in Marcia Clark’s clothing or anything elsc
about her attire. No one said she would have
stood a begter chance if she hadn't changed
her hair or if she had worn more red.

Attorneys, no matter how much thought
they give to their own attire, and no matter
what they might chink of the rest of the jury's
reasoning, would applaud that lack of atten-
tion to fashion.

“I think the focus in law is on what you
have to say, not on what you wear,” says Stan
ford. Nonetheless, she adds, “We are officers
of the court and we should also be presenting
a dignified image to the public. There’s a |
tle social responsibility there. It's very impor-
tant to me that the client feels | have made a
very professional impression.” m

— Jane Farr
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Requiem for a
Community Garden

Some friends and 1 are planting a little spruce in a vacant lot.
It seems ar: unimpeachably good action, and watering it stands
for nurture in general. A few hours later, we are amazed when
a paddy wagon pulls up next to us, policeren rip the sapling
out of the ground and also a few bedraggled daisies. and drive
away with the greenery under arrest. It's People’s Park, Berkeley,
1969.

The sight of a tractor bulldozing the City
Heights Community Garden triggered this
gardening memory. Gn the map you can see
the two parts of Interstate 15 crying out to be
joined, the last bit of a frecway system that
goes from Canada to Mexico. Stil, you would
not sce a new freeway go through affluent
La Jolla.

Community gardens are as important in
the urban scape as. baseball diamonds.
They are often seen as “productive interim
use” until some other higher planning goal is
achieved. For vears, soil is amended and rocks
and glass are hauled out, and even though

Elementary School ther
are 29 languages spoken
Anna said, “In March
'91 we opened the garden
with a Community Deve
opment Block Gr.
money that comes back
the poor census tract
about $2000. The garde
is a microcosm of
societies go through; y.
have to defend you
borders, utilize preci
resources, deal with tr
prepare for a future that
goes beyond the indi
vidual's involvement. We
rented a fence for $1200a
year. There was liability
insurance, water, tools
and hoses. It began as 4
$4500-a-year operation
We charged $10a year for
aplot, one plot per family
“The garden commit
tee set up all kinds of
Anna Daniels on the site of the former City Heights Community Garden rulﬂ — size of pathways,
of plots — refecting
law-and-ord: lppro.ld! o the world. By July,

a Teutoni

ing. Even master g
gardencrs could ot identify tany.of the horrible soil. The asden waa mostlp sbandoned. It looked liks
Finally, in a tough ell.
neighborhood, the garden was one of the few
safe places, where people overcame fear of each  an interest in what we were doing. I went on vacation, and when

1 wanted to know more about the City
Heights garden, and | was delighted to talk
with Anna Daniels in her wonderful, jungly ~  in the mountains of Laos and North Vietnam. Agriculture in
back yard. Anna is a community activist who  developing countri
tackles urban troubles with great spirit and  Deere tractors. These women dug out every single rock, and

ga ighly
are eventually covered by high-rises or parking lots.

her community. In 20 years. City Heights has
gone from a working-class neighborhood to a kind of Ellis Island
for the rest of the city, receiving wave after wave of refugees. It's

y
of food evecy eer m some of Sxn Diaga's pocrest reskdents
‘what higher civic good is peopl
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ed by th

“Then someone drove up — a Hmong — who expressed

I came back the garden was filled with people. There were NO
and they kicked some scrious
rdeners, they're farmers who live

ne by women until you get the John

they created soil where there was nothing, and in two weeks

“None of us imagined that the garden would take ths turn
a completely integrated community, but integration is often Our guidelines did not apply. One plot per family wasn't enougi
with poverty, and poverty with violence. At Central  when your family numbers 62. And we spoke through translators,

AFFORDABLE

HEALTH
INSURANCE

HEALTH QUOTE BROKERS
61 9-625—487§ 300-788-4678

because we found ourselves i shrank to almost nothing,  equality. Women did speak

a milieu where people didn't  because to the Hmong, ground  It's very gratifying

English. | found out later is not there to order the women said, ‘We really like
that they didn't sign up with  universe, it's there to produce  this garder: because we always
their right names. For Haitians,  food. When I saw a gladiolus,  have a chance to give our
El Salvadorans, Vietnamese, 1 said, ‘Oh, you grow giad-  opinion. My if was altered,
or whatever — sometimes to ioluses,” and they said, and their life was altered too.
have your identity revealed is we eat the roots.” Yet lhul We needed each other. So much
death. People cringed whena  gardening practices are  of our life has become an
helicopter went overhead. beautiful. When the mustard  abstraction that we don't realize

“Igeta call one day, this  harvest came, they would take  how much our well-being does
couple complaining about  asheafand wrapa man’sshirt  hinge on each other and on
barefoot kids runningaround  aroundit,so you'd haveacloud  our finding some common
with knives. I go in and yes,  of mustard comingup through  language.

knives this big and they're six -~ the head hole, stuffed shirts “I'm a product of the 60s,
Itwas anintroduction  walking through the garden.  and after 20 years of fighting

there and do what we did, but

Council. There was a plan to

agriculture and gardening, in

the gift to me is that I have  use that land as a ball field.  keeping with the history of the
friends I neverwould have had.  Mission Valley has been short-  area. The San Diego River Valley
Our commitment was recog-  changed in park and recreational  is a resource for all of us. @
nized, valued. I felt loved. space, and I can understand this Robert Gliick
“The Hmong Educational  because I live in a community

Association wants to sponsor  that has been shortchanged by -
a new garden. The Hmong  over 100 acres. But there’s no FRE[ “.“ IC@
community felt 1 tremendous  reason why we can't have a ball ! 8oz (o

loss, especially the elderly who ~ field next to a community x
2 Bottle

have suddenly nothing to  garden.

connect them to their homeland. Community gardens are
. peaceful, meditative.
Valley,a water recamation plant  Peopl talk about parks, yet

They selected a site in Mission

abandoned two or three years

ar
Lowhe temporarysite.  who never go to Balboa Park.
And Mission Valley will benefit

t0 the fact that all cultures do “Most of the people who
not rale their children the  hungwith us hadbeen fumers  my buste morethan sathing
same way. They wereexpected  in the pas. Mesican, Filipino,  lse I'v ever done. To have
10 handle a knife, and ey did. “'ietnamese. i i
ty is more than a happy, Wehad momhly meetings  Oh God, I thought, if we could
oty Kol thet ‘e . -t boak Reamie We'd 00 widln i ek A i
world. How do you figure out  them in Vietnamese, in Spanish,  a perfect microcosm. By the
t people’s perceptions are,  in Hmong, One thing Iwould  end I felt 1 had made a kind of
and how do you work within  never back down on is, I'ma  breakthrough, where people
that? woman and I'm a leader, and eave a little door open to
“Welouta ot of ey - you ey ot doit e ey SIgo S8 dbrvationd
who could not handle the  your culture, but that'stough o ing. These|
browning of the garden. The  bananas. I would never back
three-foot pathway suddenly  down on the issue of gender

are part of my life. It would
have been enough just to be out

WE ABSOLUTELY WILL NOT BE BEAT!

2 Months' Airtime Cﬁmnb e s
[FREE| Activation
[FREE] Unlimited pages

- Also Available -
Ultra Express. $63
Goidline $125

N e | Activate your existi r
49 Bl
EXECUTIVE PAGING

(Sea Werid D & Morens B
275-1373 741373 349-9000 585-7373

Mission

the highest concentration of if those who want to garden
Hmong in San Diego,inLinda  and those who want a ballpark
Vista to the north and City join forces to keep the issue of
Heights and midcity areas to  permanent park and recreation
the south. of

we met with the  decisions. We

Mission Valley Community  some land is preserved for
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THE SINK|:

My parents buy an old
Maine farmhouse and
discover that its only
indoor convenience is a
kitchen sink. It has a
hand pump to supply
washing water (tiny.
undulating organisms
swim about in this,
reducing its appeal asa
source of drink) and a
drain that releases its
contents directly out into

| septic tank interred, and the

the yard. plumbing installed. They
They make do with this shower at a nearby
— and bottied and use the
drinkiug water — for some local laundromat,
time, while a well is drilled, a | what — by chance — I

; This Mother's Day, Give Her
% zz(tumu

ALL (619) 549-3

my)cl’ am .Aw just

& that cleanliness

s oty

the clothes, but with the
dishes...or, rather, with
the kitchen sink.

I have an apartment
without one. Itis a
place cobbied together
out of two former
bedrooms, both with
working fireplaces.
floor-to-ceiling
‘windows, and ornate
moldings. However, the
kitchen has been jerry

built onto a tiny outdoor

b e
refrigerator. and a stove.

There is a bathroom, too,
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A hand washed clean of
dishwashing: this is a
paradox only in terms of
sanitation. Restoral

lavishly out of that midget
kitchen — but guests still
feel its essential seediness as.

of course, but its sink is ‘
| a perpetual, subliminal itch.

much toc small for washing
anything but silverware
This leaves the dishes, pots.

and glasses to the enormous That rumor is half joke, half order — the plate cle
marble tub. It is rumored . food, the hand clea
that the dishes wait until 1 To wash something is to cleaning — is th

mst ablutions, which is
why as childzen we sc
grasp that the gesture is
more important than th
act
Emphasis, then, is

everything — and
especially, indoor plumbing

OUR HANDS GET CLEAN WASHING
THE DISHES, BUT WE RINSE THEM
AFTERWARDS ANYWAY.

bring it back to itsclf. The
washed plate and the washed
hand are two different kinds
of freshness. Our hands get

take a bath myself, which
isn't true. | wash them the
hard way, knecling on the
floor and cursing. The

permits not only washing

arrangement allows me, clean washing the dishes, but |  but actual washing away
unlike my parents, to keep we rinse them afterwards This s the difference
up a pretense of civilized anyway; the dishes’ between the tub and the

existence — | entertain cleanliness isn't theirs. shower, the old-fashioned
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washbasin and the modern
sink.

SPRING $R45403
wSPRUNG 2

w RN EVEN

However, this also means
that the sink is both a place
where clean water can collect
and a place out of which
dirty water goes. No matter
that the sink may be
scrubbed to a sanitary gloss,
the hole in its center lcads to
a place that, by definition,
cannot be cleaned. Sinks have
drains. nd — as all roads
lead to Rome — all drains
lead to the same primordial

Where the ‘cal stufl" is!
Okay, so I'm not a poet
T'ma cat lover. If you
are 100, stop by our store.
1don't think you'll be
disappointed.
Truly, a cat lover's paradise!

4560 Auiarabo Caxvow Ro.

BALDNESS CURE!

dreaming of for balding?
mm-'u'mmnm

« End balding now with the Micro-Strand process, the most
advanced hair replacement method in the world
J - No unsightly scarring or painful transplants
« No lotions or which have been

roven unsuccessful by the FDA
50 to $1750 4

For an answer lo dreams -[" %95

Make the best of nur life

g NOW IS THE TIME

C"anns/s

457-5496 ~i=~

528-1010
B 8 M G midden.
of Adventure Put a sink in any place
outside the kitchen or the
bathroom and you risk
summoning up the ambiance
& Twenty colors to ofl.hechnpbmd Annknnl
amrmin, | e
, not because of the.
ASLOWUAS. opec o T-q0um suspect uses it might be put

to, but our fear of what

ish orderly
departures by ;mnq e
sink its special pu
ponticil beseud of 8 dap:

spitting
toothpaste down the kitchen
drain...nor washing dishes in
the tub.

take even a bite off someone
else’s fork. Unwatched,
undisciplined, the self leaves
handprints everywhere,
which is why the solitary life
is by nature solipsistic, or —
more bluntly put —
unkempt.

The bachelor remembers
10 wash only at the point of
suffocation. the arrival
of a guest. Hearing the knock
on the door, he (or she)

heads straight iuto
kitchen. Company is much
more likely to note the
condition of the cup in which
they get their coffee than that
of the outstretched,
welcoming, not-quite-
sanitary hand. &
— John Thorne

Since 1980, John Thorne has
produced Simple Cooking, a food
letter, and is the author of Simple
Cooking (1987) and Outlaw
Cook (1992).
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LETTERS

contmued from page 3
and even molded his work. 1
felt jealousy, envious of having
not been there. Now | am liv-
ing this struggle of being in a
time, a century where art and
life seem to have gone mad,
and it s believed that it is okay.
This bending of the road, the
acceptance of the way things
have gone, the experience of
nothing, and the reason is not
g00d enough. The knowing,
the wanting of the passion that
makes the hands move, to cre-
ate. While other times have
been fine for me to view con-
temporary art, on that day |
just couldn't. | closed my eyes
when walking through that
next room, feeling my way
out, T couldn’t bear the light.
Anna Z. Jenkins
Clairemont Mesa

There Will Be Noise
1am writing this letter in re-
sponse to the April 4 “blurt
column about Buffalo Joe's.
Fiat,dhe opinions exprescd
in the article were solely
(1 am not an employee of Buf-
falo Joe's but a private con-
tractor). Second, I would like
to clarify some of the state-
ments made without sounding
like I'm ass-kissin

The owners of Buffalo Joe's
began booking a broader
range of taent, nof because
they were feeling a financial
pinch (they have always done
well with the restaurant), but
because country music in the
Gaslamp was losing its appeal.
1t's too restrictive to play just

one type of music when there
is such a large variety of tal
ent in San Diego (and a public
that appreciates different
forms of music). What [ find
bizarre s the fact thatwe seem
to be the only ones in the
Gaslarap that have that kind of
restriction on their license.

And who's to say what
country music really is! I have
done some research and found
that country music is a melting
pot of all types of music, be it
jazz, blues, gospel, zydeco, or
even rock. I have had to cancel
some bands because of the
clause, but I still hope to bring
quality entertainment to Buf-
falo Joe's.

‘The real problem here lies
with a certain downzown cou-
ple that has been harassing us
ever since we started playing
live music. They were the ones
who called the ABC [Alcohol
Beverage Control Depart-
ment] on us the night we had
jazz. They were the ones who
made the ABC enforce onr
country music clause. And |
believe (along with almost ev-

ryme«h.m in met.nhmp»
they are the real problem. Peo-
ple £ v moveto Fifth Avenue
in the heart of San Diego’s
dining and entertainment cen-
ter should realize that, yes,
there will be noise — noise
from people who are having a
good time, listening to the
types of music they want to
hear.

As far as complaining bar
tenders go — | have never
warked with a better staff of
people. It’s a hardship on any
one who has to rely on tips to
suffer because certain people
want to press their decisions or

WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
&

opinions on others. It's a
shame that I was trying to
bring quality live entertain
ment to the Gaslamp (which
also pumps up revenue for the
city) only to be brought down
by a few disgruntled individ
uals. In closing I would like
10 say we are working with the
ABC to have the clause re
moved from our license (the
sooner the better), but until
then, Il be reading my music
books.
P.S. We don't plan on be
ing shut down.
Claudette Mannix
Talmadgr

Sexy, Or

might argue that a radio sta
tion is a business whose pri
mary objective is to generate
higher Arbitron ratings
thereby increasing revenues
and profit shares for JBC exec
utives. Maybe 50, but JBC
should understand that buying

every station in San Diego and
overhauling formats to pad
their pocketbook also gener
ates boycotts, contempt for
JBC and their ilk, and an ever
shrinking listener base. | real
ize that times change, tastes

change, and radio station sta-
bility rivals San Diego basket
ball franchises, but this
Cincinnati-based Jacor group
o e v completely

Smells Nice
Big business, or Big Brother to
us liberals, is at it again. This is
no more apparent than in an
Apeil 4 Reader artcl in the
e 4

Company (JBC). By now |
suppose we should be accus
tomed to being told what is
sexy, delicious, or smells nice.
Frankly, I'm just numb, | must
take point, however, when
someone starts messin’ with
my music. I don’t know any
JBC executives, but they must
read minds if they think: that
they know what I enjoy listen
ing to. JBC’s rumored pian to
convert XTRA-FM to a rock
format, adding Ozzy, Lizzy,
and Shemp to their playlist,
most likely fact, although JBC
will deny it. Interpreting taste
based on questionable demo
graphics only leads to less
quality music and more beer
commercials. | know onc

w3
1570 Garnet Ave.
Pacific Beach

483-6175 + 238-4583

Largest selection of used Levi’s in town

BUY e il

Highest prices paid for vintage Levi's

8 options
So,as JBC discreetly alters the
91X playlist on a daily basis, all
the while attempting to reform
your tastes to suit theirs, |
think I'll tune in to KCR or
find solace in my CD collec
tion. If you're soon surfing the
Michael Jackson Network with
that jingle for ballpark franks
stuck in your head, don’t say
1 didn’t warn you!
Ron Richards
Sagb6@msn.com
El Cajon

Pan-Tongue

1 descended from Slavs and by
the U.S. law am classified
Caucasian, i.£., Aryan, but be
fore the biblical God I am a
man — for

changed patriarchate into ma
triarchate, and ever since then
his people quarrel among
themselves who is chosen to be

FADED BLUES
711 Fourth Ave.
Downtown San Diego
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692-3181

Aliyah and who do not

This precipitates from let.
ters by prominent Zionists Mr.
M. Weiss and Mr. G. Tortuga
(Letters, April 4), and this fills
me good because the U.S. law
makes everybody equal
Yahve's will notwithstanding

If these prominent persons
wish to quarrel, they shall do
this without letting non
Aliyahs know about, as it
should be the case with the
Yiddish language, or at least
with not yet pure Hebrew.

I do vote for English, or for
a pan-tongue, as a Polish Jew,
LL. Zamenhof, hundred years
ago proposed.

Then the French would
have no basis to fine anyone
whao is spoiling their lan
Pan-tongue will prevail and
prevent any language from
trashing

W. Caajkowski
San Diego

In W. Czajkowski’s April 4 let-
ter to the editor, the word fine
was mistakenly changed to find.
The sente should have read,
The French are smarter, be
cause they fine for use of non

Erench in their vocabulary.

—Editor
Hope Ray
A big thank-you to Bill Man
son (“The Prayers Echoing in
the Night Canyon”) and Anne
Curo (*Attempting Utopia”)

for their excellent stories in the
March 28 issue. Thanks also to

the Reader for publishing stuff
with both strong local inter
aning. 1
was moved by how some drug
addicts in the CIRAD try to

estand univers:

jer's DepO!
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preserve and build on i
tle human dignity is lcf
them. It was a little ray

in thzir otherwise ruined

contemptible state

Gram Of
Testosterone
Re: Mickey Mantle/r
Dodgers 1995 team (“(
Lights,” March 28). You ;
ably received hundreds of
faxes and phone calls from afi

cionados — putting Mant
the Dodgers roster. But I just
want you to know there i- one
reader who figured it out

1see the name Gina Arnold
in another story, und | say 10
myself — That's it! Gina typed
or helped on this story, be
cause not one person with a
gram of testosteronc would
ever place Mantle on 1
Dodgers roster. 1ts all e
fault!

PS. 1 enjoyed the story
the wa
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are now
successiully

selling
ad space or
radio time,

butyou'd

You have a successful record of selling
advertising space or radio time. Your eamings
have been good, but you want something
more....something like San Diego's largest
weekly — the Reader. An audited weekly press
run of 158,000 copies assures the Reader's
name recognition and great advertiser response
throughout the county. An experienced and
friendly sales and production team Is there to
support you at every turn. If you are qualified,
wed like to hear from you. No phone calls,
please. Mail résumé to: San Diego Reader,

*__ Post Office Box 85803,
Reader San Diego, CA 92186,
or drop it off at our downtown office:
1703 India St. (corner of Date and India).

but almost suddenly it seems
10 be losing its widespread
appeal.

Recently the Reade
published letters criticizing
Belly Up Tavern's manage
ment of rock concerts and, of
course, responses from Belly
Up general manager Michael
Mihalkanin.

My wife and I reloc

rock concert aficionados, we
are avid fans of Belly Up for
one reason alone. And the rea-
son is not a trivial one: on Sat-
urdays, between 5 and 8 p.m.,
Belly Up has provided swing-
era fans with the big-band
sounds of the "30s and "40s.
The regulars in this depart-
ment were the Chicago 15,
Tami Thomas, the Chicago 6,
the North County All-Stars,
and several others.

But this well-conceived op-
portunity for the survival of
the big-band era has lately
fallen on bad times. Belly Up
used to provide this type of
music every Saturday. This is
no longer the case, sad to say.

Will this type of music
continue at Belly Up, or will
it be phased out? If it is phased
out, Belly Up will be moving
against a national trend to res-
urrect the glorious sounds of
Glenn Miller, Benny Good
man, the Dorseys, and the
other greats. The music of the
big-band era is a national
treasure which is finding more
and more appeal among
young people.

Toall of our fellow swing.
era fans of Belly Up out there,
1appeal to you: let the man
agement of Bell, Up know that
we want this type of music ev-
ery Saturday, not on occa-
sional Saturdays.

Salvatore R. DeBlasi
Carlsbad

Distrust, Suspicion,
And Negativi

In response to N'Hari Patters's
letter “Money Controls Poli
tics,” March 14, 1 coulds

agree more.
Personally, I cannot recall
the last time 1 felt that |
“knew” the candidates and re-
ally believed in their views.
When was the last time that |
trusted a politician to deliver
positive change in our lives?
Lost but not forgotten is
candidate and constituents.

Important issues reasonably
discussed by debate or fece to

The candidatss | see pre
sented to voters appear to
be prefabricated puppets

Groomed by the party, trussed
up like a Miss America/Disney
ideal of average citizens. Pre

sentation carefully rehearsed,
highly visible person:, desper

ately trying to be everything to
everyone.

Politicians have become
what they think they are! Th<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>